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THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 


Monday,  Xovembei- 13,  1820. 

This  being  tlieday  fixed  by  law  for  the  meet- 
ing uf  Congress,  Tlioraas  Dougherty,  the  Clerk, 
."nd  the  following  members  of  the  House  of 
jT' epresentiitives,  appeared,  and  took  their  se.its, 
\iz : 

Frnm  Xe in  Hampshire — Joseph  Buffam,  jr.,  Josiah 
Bntlpr,  Clifton  Clagett,  William  Plainer,  jr.,  and  Na- 
thaniel Upham. 

From.  Massachusetts — Benjamin    Adams,    Samuel 

C.  Allen,  Joshua  Cushman,  Timothy  duller,  Mark 
L.  Hill.  Jonas  Kendal],  Enoch  Lincoln,  Marcus  Mor- 
ton, .Jeremiah  Nelson,  Jaraes  Parker,  and  Henry 
Shaw. 

Fram  Rhode  Island — Samuel  Eddy,  and  Nathaniel 
Hazard. 

From  Cotmedicut — Henry  W.  Edwards,  Samuel 
A.  Foot,  Jonathan  0.  Mosely,  Elisha  Phelps,  John 
liuss,  James  Stevens,  and  Gideon  Tomlinson. 

From  Vermont. — Samuel  C.  Crafts,  Rollin  C. 
JhiUaiy,  Ezra  Meech,  Mark  Richards,  and  William 
Strong. 

From  New  Torh — Nathaniel  Allen,  Caleb  Baker, 
Walter  Case,  Robert  Clark,  Jacob  H.  De  Witt,  John 

D.  Dic-kiuson,  John  Fay,  William  D.  Ford,  Ezra  C. 
(ir.iss,  Aaron  Hackley,  Jan.,  George  Hall,  Henry 
Mi'igs,  Robert  Monell,  Nathaniel  Pitcher,  Jonathan 
Richmond,  Henry  R.  Storrs,  Randall  S.  Street,  James 
Strong,  John  W.  Taylor,  Caleb  Tompkins,  Albert  H. 
Tracy,  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Peter  H.  Wendover, 
and  Silas  Wood. 

From  New  Jersey — Ephraim  Bateman,  Joseph 
Bloomfield,  Charles  Kinsey,  John  Linn,  and  Bernard 
Siriith. 

From  Pennsylvania — Hemy  Baldwin,  WiUiam  Dar- 
lin;4ton,  Samuel  Edwards,  Thomas  Forrest,  Samuel 
Gross,  Joseph  Hemphill,  Jacob  Hibshman,  Jacob 
liostetter,  William  P.  Maclay,  David  Marchand, 
Robert  Moore,  Samuel  Moore,  John  Murray,  Thomas 
Patterson,  Robert  Philson,  Thomas  J.  Rogers,  John 
Sergeant,  and  James  M.  WaHaoe. 

From,  Delaware — ^Louis  McLane. 

From  Maryland — Stevenson  Archer,  Joseph  Kent, 
Peter  Little,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Samuel  Smith,  and 
Henry  R.  Warfield. 

From  Virginia —  Mark  Alexander,  WiUiam  S.  Ar- 
cher, WilUam  A.  Burwell,  Robert  S.  Garnett,  James 


Jones,  Charles  F.  Mercer,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newton,  John  Randolph,  Ballard  Smith,  Alexander 
Smyth,  Thomas  V.  Swearingen,  George  Tucker, 
and  Jared  Williams, 

From  North  Carolina — John  Culpeper,  Weldon  N. 
Edwards,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  Charles  Hooks,  Lemuel 
Sawyer,  Jesse  Slocnm,  James  S.  Smith,  Felix  Walker, 
and  Lewis  Williams. 

From  South  Carolina — Joseph  Brevard,  William 
Lowndes,  John  McCreary,  James  Overstreet,  and 
StarUng  Tucker. 

From  Georgia — Joel  Abbot,  and  Thomas  W.  Cobb. 

From  KeaiMtcky — Richard  C.  Anderson,  jun.,  Wil- 
liam Brown,  Alney  McLean,  Thomas  Metcalfe, 
George  Robertson,  and  David  Trimble. 

From  Tennessee — ^Newton  Cannon,  Francis  Jones, 
and  John  Rhea. 

Fr&m  Ohio — Philemon  Beecher,  Henry  Brush, 
John  W.  Campbell,  and  John  Sloan. 

From  Louisiana — Thomas  Butler. 

From  Indiana — William  Hendricks. 

From  Illinois— Da,mel  P.  Cook. 

From  Alabama — John  CrowelL 

The  following  new  members  also  appeared, 
to  wit : 

From  iTassachusetts,  William  Ettstis,  in  the 
room  of  Edward  Dowse,  resigned  : 

From  Pennsylvania,  Thomas  G.  MoChllough, 
in  the  room  of  David  Fullerton,  resigned : 

From  Virginia,  Jomsr  C.  Geay,  in  the  room 
of  James  Johnson,  resigned ;  Edwaed  B.  Jack- 
sojST,  in  the  room  of  James  Pindall,  resigned ; 
and  Thomas  L.  Mooee,  in  the  room  of  George 
F.  Strother,  resigned : 

From  Kentucky,  Thomas  Montgomeet,  in 
the  room  of  Tunstall  Quarles,  resigned;  and 
FEAifcis  JoHNSox,  In  the  room  of  David  Walker, 
deceased : 

Who  severally  produced  their  credentials, 
and  took  their  seats. 

John  Scott,  the  Delegate  from  the  Territory 
of  Missouri;  and  Jambs  Woodson  Bates,  the 
Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  also 
appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

The  Clerk  having  announced  that  a  quorum 
of  the  House  was  present,  said  that  he  had  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Henet  Clat,  late 
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Speaker  of  this  House,  which,  with  the  leave  of 
the  House,  he  read  as  follows : 

Lexinqtou,  Kr.,  OeuAer  28,  1820. 
Sir  :  I  will  thank  you  to  communicate  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  that,  owing  to  imperious 
circumstances,  I  shall  not  be  able  to  attend  upon  it 
until  after  the  Christmas  holidays,  and  to  respectfully 
ask  it  to  allow  me  to  resign  the  oiEce  of  its  Speaker, 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  hold,  and  to  consider  this 
as  the  act  of  my  resignation.  I  beg  the  House  also 
to  permit  me  to  reiterate  the  expression  of  my  sin- 
cere acknowledgments  and  unaffected  gratitude  for 
the  distinguished  consideration  which  it  has  uniform- 
ly manifested  for  me, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem,  your 
faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

H.  CLAY. 
Thomas  Doitohektt,  Esq. 

Ckrk  of  the,  Home  of  Bepresmtativea. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  letter  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to  be  inserted  in 
the  Journal  of  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  IST.,  the  House  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  a  Speaker. 

The  Clerk  declared  that,  as  this  was  an  elec- 
tion to  be  made  from  amongst  members  of  the 
House,  no  previous  nomination  was  necessary. 
No  nomination,  therefore,  was  made. 

Messrs.  Newton  and  Moselt  being  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  count  the  ballots,  reported 
that  the  votes  were — For  John  W.  Taylor  40 ; 
for  William  Lowndes  34 ;  for  Samuel  Smith  27 ; 
for  John  Sergeant  18 ;  for  Hugh  Nelson  10 ; 
scattering  3. 

Sixty-seven  votes  being  necessary  to  a  choice, 
and  no  member  having  the  requisite  majority, 
a  second  ballot  took  place ;  wlien  the  votes 
were  thus  reported :  For  Mr.  Taylor  49 ;  for 
Mr.  Lowndes  44 ;  for  Mr.  Smith  25 ;  for  Mr. 
Sergeant  13 ;  scattering  1. 

No  choice  being  yet  made,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  a  further  ballot,  when  the  votes  given 
in  were  as  follows :  For  Mr.  Lowndes  56  ;  for 
Mr.  Taylor  50 ;  for  Mr.  Smith  16  ;  for  Mr.  Ser- 
geant 11 ;  scattering  1. 

No  choice  having  been  yet  made,  the  House 
proceeded  to  ballot  a  fourth  time,  when  the  fol- 
lowing result  was  reported :  For  Mr.  Lowndes 
61 ;  for  Mr.  Taylor  60;  for  Mr.  Smith  11 ;  scat- 
tering 3. 

No  one  having  yet  a  majority  of  all  the  votes, 
a  fifth  ballot  took  place,  which  resulted  as  fol- 
lows ;  For  Mr.  Taylor  65 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  63  ; 
for  Mr.  Smith  8 ;  scattering  2. 

A  motion  was  then  made  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn ;  and  the  question  thereon  being 
put  by  the  Olerk,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  ballot  a  sixth 
time ;  and  the  votes,  being  counted,  stood  thus : 
For  Mr.  Taylor  67 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  61 ;  for 
Mr.  Smith  7;  scattering  1. 

No  election  having  yet  taken  place,  another 
motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn,  and  the  vote 
thereon  was — for  adjourning  65,  against  it  68. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn,  and  another 
ballot  was  held,  which  resulted  as  follows : 


For  Mr.  Taylor  62 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  67 ;  for 
Mr.  Smith  15 ;  scattering  1. 

No  choice  having  yet  been  made,  a  motion 
was  made  to  adjourn,  and  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative—ayes  71.  And  the  Clerk  adjourned  the 
House  to  12  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  November  14. 
Several  other  members  appeared  and  took 
their  seats,  to  wit : 

From  New  Hampshire,  Aethup.  Liveemoee  ; 
from  Massachusetts,  Maetin  Kinsi.et  ;  from 
New  Jersey,  Hbnet  Southaed  ;  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, Cheistian  Taee;  from  Maryland,  Ra- 
phael Neale;  from  Virginia,  William  Lee 
Ball,  Philip  P.  Baebotje,  and  William  MoCoy  ; 
from  South  Carolina,  Elias  Eaele  ;  from  Ten- 
nessee, Jonu  Cooke  ;  and  from  Ohio,  Thomas 
E.  Ross. 

The  House  then  proceeded  forthwith  to  bal- 
lot again  for  a  Speaker  of  the  House,  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Clay,  resigned.  The  votes  having 
been  counted,  Mr.  Newton  reported,  that  the 
whole  number  of  votes  was  149 ;  of  which  75 
were  necessary  to  a  choice ;  that  the  votes  were : 
For  Mr.  Taylor  64 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  54 ;  for 
Mr.  Smith  33  ;  scattering  1. 

No  one  having  a  majority  of  all  the  votes,  the 
House  proceeded  to  ballot  the  ninth  time ;  when 
it  appeared  that  the  votes  were :  For  Mr.  Tay- 
lor 66 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  47 ;  for  Mr.  Smith  33 ; 
scattering  1. 

No  election  having  yet  taken  place,  the  House 
proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  tenth  time ;  and  the 
result  was  declared  as  follows :  For  Mr.  Taylor 
64 ;  for  Mr.  Smith  50 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  25 ; 
scattering  1. 

No  election  having  yet  taken  place,  the  House 
proceeded  to  ballot  tor  the  eleventh  time  ;  when 
the  following  result  was  pronounced  :  For  Mr. 
Taylor  61 ;  for  Mr.  Smith  50 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes 
31 ;  for  Mr.  Sergeant  5 ;  scattering  1. 

No  election  having  yet  taken  place,  the  House 
proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  twelfth  time ;  and 
the  result  was  as  follows  :  For  Mr.  Smith  53 ; 
for  Mr.  Taylor  47 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  23  ;  for  Mr! 
Sergeant  19 ;  for  Mr.  Tomlinson  3 ;  scattering  3. 

The  thirteenth  ballot  resulted  as  follows :  For 
Mr.  Smith  48 ;  for  Mr.  Taylor  32  ;  for  Mr.  Ser- 
geant 32 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  80 ;  scattering  3. 

The  fourteenth  ballot  resulted  as  follows- 
For  Mr.  Smith  42 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  37  •  for 
Mr.  Sergeant  35;  for  Mr.  Taylor  27;  scatter- 
ing 3. 

The  fifteenth  ballot  resulted  as  follows  •  For 
Ml-.  Lowndes  55 ;  for  Mr.  Sergeant  32  ;  for  Mr 
Sniith  27;  for  Mr.  Taylor  26  ;  scattering  6. 

JNo  one  yet  having  a  majority  of  the  votes,  a 
lurther  ballot  was  declared  necessary ;  when  (it 
being  half-past  3  o'clock),  ^ 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  and  nega- 

The  sixteenth  ballot  then  took  place,  and  was 
as  follows:  For  Mr.  Lowndes  68  ;  for  Mr  Tav 
lor  30 ;  for  Mr.  Sergeant  24;  for  Mr.  Smith  28 
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This  ballot  having  been  also  ineffectual ;  an- 
other motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  but  without 
success. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  seventeenth 
ballot,  which  resulted  as  follows — 73  necessary 
to  a  choice :  For  Mr.  Lowndes  73 ;  for  Mr. 
Taylor  44 ;  for  Mr.  Smith  17 ;  for  Mr.  Sergeant 
11. 

No  election  being  made,  the  House  went  into 
the  eighteenth  ballot,  when  the  following  result 
was  announced — 73  necessary  to  a  choice  :  For 
Mr.  Lowndes  66 ;  for  Mr.  Taylor  65  ;  for  Mr. 
Smith  21 ;  for  Mr.  Sergeant  2. 

No  one  having  yet  a  majority  of  the  votes, 
the  House  proceeded  to  the  nineteenth  ballot, 
which  resulted  as  follows — 73  necessary  to  a 
choice:  For  Mr.  Taylor  66;  for  Mr.  Lowndes 
65  ;  for  Mr.  Smith  14. 

This  ballot  being  also  ineffectual;  a  motion 
was  made  to  adjourn,  which  motion  prevailed, 
ayes  76 — and,  about  five  o'clock,  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


"Wednesday,  November  15. 

Several  other  menibers  appeared,  and  took 
their  seats,  to  wit : 

From  Vermont,  Charles  Eioh  ;  from  Penn- 
sylvania, Geoege  Debtnison;  from  Maryland, 
Thomas  Batlt  ;  from  North  Carolina,  Charles 
Fishee;  and  from  South  Carolina,  Eldeed  Sim- 
kins. 

Election  of  Speaker. 

The  House,  having  been  called  to  order  at 
twelve  o'clock,  proceeded  to  ballot,  the  twen- 
tieth time,  for  a  Speaker,  in  the  place  of  Mr. 
Clay,  resigned. 

The  votes  having  been  counted,  it  appeared 
that  the  number  of  votes  given  in  was  141 — 
necessary  to  a  choice  71.  Of  which  there 
were :  For  Mr.  Taylor  67 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes 
65  ;  for  Mr.  Smith  8 ;  scattering  1. 

No  choice  having  been  made,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  the  twenty-first  time;  when 
the  result  was  declared  as  follows :  "Whole  num- 
ber of  votes  147 — necessary  to  a  choice  74.  Of 
which  there  were :  For  Mr.  Taylor  73  ;  for  Mr. 

\        Lowndes  42 ;  for  Mr.  Smith  32. 

No  choice  having  yet  been  made,  the  House 
was  about  to  ballot  again ;  when 

Mr.  Little  rose,  and,  remarking  on  the  ex- 
traordinary aspect  of  the  present  proceedings  of 

■  the  House ;  the  necessity  for  choosing  a  Speak- 
er ;  the  uncertainty,  under  present  appearances, 
when  a  choice  would  be  made ;  the  weariness 

I         of  the  House  at  these  repeated  ballotings,  &c. — 

'  moved,  that  the  House  do  come  to  a  resolution, 
that  the  lowest  on  each  ballot  should  be  di'op- 

,'  ped  at  the  succeeding  ballot,  and  that  any  votes 
given  for  such  lowest  person  should  not  be 
taken  into  account. 

'  The  Oleek:  of  the  House,  after  reading  the 

resolve,  expressed  doubts  of  the  power  of  the 

*        House  to  pass  such  a  resolution,  consistently 

\        with  the  rules  established  for  its  government. 


Mr.  Eandolph  made  it  a  point  of  order  whe- 
ther the  Clerk  had  any  right  to  express  to  the 
House  his  opinion  of  their  powers,  or  to  decide 
for  them  what  was,  or  was  not,  in  order. 

The  Clerk  declared,  that,  under  the  rules  of 
the  House,  which  prescribe  the  mode  of  elec- 
tion by  ballot,  he  could  not  receive  this  motion. 

Some  brief  debate  took  place  on  the  point  of 
order,  Mr.  Eandolph  protesting  against  what 
he  pronounced  an  assumption  of  power  on  the 
part  of  the  Clerk,  and  asserting  the  right  of 
any  member  to^ropound  any  question  to  the 
House  through  the  Clerk,  the  Speaker's  Chair 
being  vacant,  or  from  himself,  if  he  thought 
proper. 

Other  gentlemen,  Mr.  Stores,  Mr.  Little, 
Mr.  Sergeant,  Mr.  Meeoee,  and  Mr.  Livbe- 
MORE,  expressed  their  opinions,  and  the  follow- 
ing rule  of  the  House  was  read : 

"In  all  other  cases  of  ballot  than  for  committees, 
a  majority  of  the  votes  given  shall  be  necessary  to 
an  election ;  and,  when  there  shall  not  be  such  a  ma- 
jority on  the  first  ballot,  the  ballot  shall  be  repeated 
nntil  a  majority  be  obtained." 

Mr.  Little,  asserting  his  right  to  make  the 
motion,  yet,  not  desiring  to  prolong  discussion 
in  regard  to  it,  waived  the  moving  of  it  himself. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  ballot  the 
twenty-second  time.  The  whole  number  of 
votes  was  148 — 75  necessary  to  a  choice.  The 
votes  were — For  Mr.  Taylor  76;  for  Mr. 
Lowndes  44;  for  Mr.  Smith  27  ;  scattering  1. 

So  John  "W.  Taylor,  Esq.,  a  Eepresentative 
from  the  State  of  New  York,  was  elected 
Speaker;  and,  having  been  conducted  to  the 
Chair  by  Mr.  Newton  and  Mr.  Mosely,  ad- 
dressed the  House  as  follows : 

Gentlemen :  I  approach  the  station  to  which  yom: 
favor  invites  me,  greatly  distrusting  my  abilily  to 
fulfil  your  jnst  expectations.  Although  the  duties  of 
the  Chair  have  become  less  arduous  by  improvements 
in  its  practice  during  the  administration  of  my  dis- 
tinguished predecessor,  I  should  not  venture  to  assume 
their  responsibilities  without  a  firm  reliance  on  your 
indulgent  support.  In  aU  deliberative  assemblies, 
the  preservation  of  order  must  depend  in  a  greater 
degree  upon  the  members  at  large  than  upon  any 
efforts  of  a  presiding  officer.  The  forbearance  and 
decorum  which  characterized  this  House  in  its  for- 
mer session,  at  a  period  of  peculiar  excitement,  afford 
of  tbeir  continued  exercise  a  happy  anticipation.  For 
the  confidence  with  which  you  have  honored  me,  be 
pleased  to  accept  my  profound  acknowledgments. 
In  my  best  endeavors  to  merit  your  approbation, 
which  shall  not  be  intermitted,  I  can  promise  noth- 
ing more  than  diligence,  and  a  constant  aim  at  im.. 
partiality.  I  can  hope  for  nothing  greater  than  that 
these  endeavors  may  not  prove  altogether  unavailing. 

The  new  members  having  been  sworn  in — 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming the  House  that  a  quorum  thereof  was 
formed,  and  that  they  were  ready  to  proceed  to 
business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  a 
similar  message  was  returned  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nklson,  also,  a  committee 
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was  appointed,  jointly  with  siicli  committee  as 
should  be  appointed  by  the  Senate,  to  wait 
upon  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
inform  him  of  the  organization  of  the  two 
Houses,  and  of  their  readiness  to  receive  any 
communication  he  may  have  to  make  to  them. 


Thitesdat,  November  16. 

Several  other  members  appeared  and  took 
their  seats,  to  wit : 

Frorai  Massachusetts,  Waltbe  Folgee,  Jr. ; 
from  North  Carolina,  Hutohins  G.  Bueton; 
and  from  Georgia,  Joel  Oeawfoed  and  Eobeet 
Eatmond  Eeid. 

Constitution  of  Missouri. 
Mr.  SooTT  laid  before  the  House  a  manu- 
script attested  copy  of  the  constitution  formed 
on  the  19th  day  of  July,  1820,  by  the  conven- 
tion assembled  at  St.  Louis,  in  the  Territory  of 
Missouri,  for  the  government  of  the  contem- 
plated State  of  that  name ;  which  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  and  Mr.  Lowndes,  Mr. 
See&eant,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  were 
appointed  the  said  committee. 


Monday,  November  20. 

Several  other  members  appeared  and  took 
their  seats,  to  wit : 

From  Virginia,  John  Floyd  and  Sevken  E. 
Paekee  ;  and  from  Tennessee,  Henet  H.  Betan 
and  EoBBET  Allen. 

Solomon  Sibley  appeared,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  as  a 
delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  in  the 
room  of  William  "\V.  Woodbridge,  resigned. 


"Wednesday,  November  22. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  South  Caro- 
hna,  Charles  Pinckney,  appeared,  and  took 
bis  seat. 

Seduction  of  Expenditures. 
Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  presented  to  the  Chair 
the  following  series  of  propositions : 

1.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  annual 
expenses  of  the  Government  should  be  reduced ;  that 
for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  it  is  further 

2.  Resolved,  That  such  offices  as  are  not  imme- 
diately necessary  for  the  transaction  of  public  busi- 
ness, and  the  abolition  of  which  would  not  be  detri- 
mental to  the  public  interest,  shall  be  abolished. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  salaries  of  all  civil  ofGcers 
whose  compensation  has  been  increased  since  the 
year  1809  shall  be  reduced  to  what  they  were  at  that 
period. 

4.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  reduce  the 
Army  to  the  number  of  six  thousand  non-commis- 

•sioned  officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  preservino- 
such  part  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  without  regard  to 
that  number,  as  may  be  required  by  the  public  inter- 
est ;  and  including  such  reduction  of  the  general  staff 
as  may  be  required  by  the  state  of  the  Army  when 
reduced  as  herein  proposed. 

5.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  appro- 


priations for  the  erection  of  fortifioations  shall  be  so 
made  as  to  require  a  les?  sum  annually,  by  extendmg 
the  time  within  which  they  thall  be  completed.^    _ 

6.  ResoUed,  That  the  act  making  an  appropriation 
of  one  million  of  dollars  per  annum  for  the  increase 
of  the  Navy,  be  so  amended  as  to  extend  the  time 
within  which  such  increase  shall  be  made,  and  to  re- 
duce the  annual  appropriation  to  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars. 

7.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  recall  from  ac- 
tive service  one-half  the  naval  force  now  employed, 
and  to  place  the  same  in  ordinary. 

8th  Kesolution  refers  the  subjects  of  the  preceding 
resolves  to  the  proper  standing  and  select  committees, 
to  bring  in  bills  pursuant  thereto. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  these 
resolutions — 

Mr.  Cobb  said,  he  had  no  intention  to  bring 
on  the  discussion  of  them  at  this  time,  having 
presented  them  by  way  of  notice  to  members, 
that  they  might  be  prepared  to  discuss  and  de- 
cide on  them  when  called  up.  He  was  not 
even  himself  prepared  at  this  moment  to  give 
his  views  of  the  subjects  embraced  in  these  res- 
olutions ;  nor  did  he  know  that  the  House 
ought  to  proceed  to  act  on  them,  until  it  should 
have  received,  first,  the  annual  report  of  the 
Treasury,  and,  secondly,  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  required  by  a  resolution  of  the 
House  at  the  last  session,  of  a  plan  whereupon 
a  reduction  of  the  Army  might  be  advanta- 
geously made.  To  place  these  resolves  in  a  sit- 
uation which  would  enable  him  to  call  them  up 
at  any  time,  he  moved  their  reference  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union.     Which  motion  was  agreed  to. 


Thursday,  November  23. 

Mmouri  State  Constitution — Citizenship  of 

Free   Colored  Persons. 

Mr.  LowDNEs,  from  the  select  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  constitution  formed  for 
their  government  by  the  people  of  Missouri,  de- 
livered in  the  following  report : 

The  committee  to  whom  has  been  refeiTed  the  con- 
stitution of  the  State  of  Jlissouri  respectfully  report : 

That  they  have  not  supposed  themselves  bound  to 
inquire  whether  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  re- 
ferred to  them  be  wise  or  hliernl.  The  grave  and 
difficult  question  as  to  the  restraints  which  should  be 
imposed  upon  the  power  of  Missouri  to  form  a  con- 
stitution for  itself  was  decided  by  the  act  of  the  last 
session,  and  the  committee  have  had  only  to  examine 
whether  the  provisions  of  the  act  have  been  complied 
witb.  In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  they  have 
been.  The  propositions,  too,  which  were  offered  in 
thesameact  to  the  free  acceptance  or  rejection  of 
^2    ^i  of  M,3souri,_  have  all  been  accepted  by 

Jor-overoke""™^^"^  '^^•^^^'^°°  *-  ^-P"'^^' 
We  know  that  cases  must  often  arise  in  which  there 
may  be  a  doubt  whether  the  laws  or  co„"ion  of 
a  State  do  not  transcend  the  line  (sometimes  the  ob- 
scure hue)  which  separates  the  powers  of  the  differ 
ent  governments  of  our  complex  system  It 
to  the  committee  that,  in  general,  it  must  be  unwS 
m  Congress  to  anticipate  judicial  decisions  by  the  ex 
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'  position  of  an  equivocal  phrase,  and  that  it  would  be 
yet  more  objectionable,  by  deciding  on  the  powers  of 
11  State  just  emerged  from  territorial  dependence,  that 
it  should  give  the  weight  of  its  authority  to  an  opin- 
ion which  might  condemn  the  laws  and  constitutions 
of  old,  as  well  as  sovereign  States.  The  committee 
are  not  unaware  that  a  part  of  the  twenty-sixth  sec- 
^  tion  of  the  third  article  of  the  constitution  of  Mis- 
souri, by  which  the  Legislature  of  the  State  has  been 
directed  to  pass  laws  "  to  prevent  free  negroes  and 
mulattoes  from  coming  to,  and  settling  in,  the  State," 
has  been  construed  to  apply  to  such  of  that  class  as 
are  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  that  their  ex- 
clusion has  been  deemed  repugnant  to  the  Federal 
Constitution.  The  words  which  are  objected  to  are 
to  be  fouud  in  the  laws  of  at  least  one  of  the  Middle 
States,  (Delaware,)  and  a  careful  examination  of  the 
clause  might  perhaps  countenance  the  opinion  that  it 
applies  to  the  large  class  of  free  negroes  and  mulat- 
toes who  cannot  be  considered  as  the  citizens  of  any 
State.     But,  of  all  the  articles  in  our  constitution, 

,  .there  is  probably  not  one  more  difficult  to  construe 
well,  than  that  which  gives  to  the  citizens  of  each 
State  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the 
several  States;  there  is  not  one,  an  attention  to 
whose  spirit  is  more  necessary  to  the  convenient  and 
beneficial  connection  of  the  States ;  nor  one  of  which 
too  large  a  construction  would  more  completely  break 
down  their  defensive  power,  smd  lead  more  directly 
to  their  consolidation.  This  much,  indeed,  seems  to 
be  settled  by  the  established  constitutions  of  States 
in  every  section  of  the  Union ;  that  a  State  has  a 
right  to  discriminate  between  the  white  and  the  black 
man,  both  in  respect  to  political  and  civil  privileges, 
though  both  be  citizens  of  another  State  ;  to  give  to 
the  one,  for  instance,  the  right  of  voting  and  of  sei-v- 
ing  on  juries,  which  it  refuses  to  the  other.  How 
far  this  discrimination  may  be  carried,  is  obviously 
a  matter  of  nice  and  difficult  inquiry.  The  committee 
do  not  propose  to  engage  in  it.  They  believe  it  best, 
whenever  a  case  occurs  which  must  necessarily  in- 
volve the  decision  of  it,  that  it  should  be  remitted  to 
judicial  cognizance. 

In  this  view  (which  narrows  their  inquiries  and 
duties)  the  committee  are  confirmed,  by  a  consider- 
ation of  the  embaiTassments  and  disasters  which  a 
different  course  of  proceeding  might  sometimes  pro- 
duce. When  a  people  are  authorized  to  form  a  State, 
and  do  so,  the  trammels  of  their  territorial  condition 
fall  off.  They  have  performed  the  act  which  makes 
them  sovereign  and  independent.  If  they  pass  an 
unconstitutional  law,  and  we  leave  it,  as  we  should 
that  of  another  State,  to  the  decision  of  a  judicial 
tribunal,  the  illegal  act  is  divested  of  its  force  by  the 
operation  of  a  system  with  which  we  are  familiar. 
The  control  of  the  General  Government  is  exercised 
in  each  particular  case,  in  support  of  individual  right, 
and  the  State  retains  the  condition  which  it  has  just 
acquired,  and  would  not  easily  renounce.  But  a  de- 
cision by  Congress  against  the  constitutiouality  of  a 
law  passed  by  a  State  which  it  had  authorized  the 
establishment,  could  not  operate  directly  by  vacating 
the  law ;  nor  is  it  believed  that  it  could  reduce  the 
State  to  the  dependence  of  a  Territoiy.  In  these 
circumstances,  to  refuse  admission  into  the  Union  to 
such  a  State,  is  to  refuse  to  extend  over  it  that  judi- 
*  cial  authority  which  might  vacate  the  obnoxious  law, 
and  to  expose  all  the  interests  of  the  Government 
within  the  territory  of  that  State,  to  a  Legislature 
and  a  Judiciary,  the  only  checks  on  which  have  been 


abandoned.  On  the  other  hand,  if  Congress  shall 
determine  neither  to  expotmd  clauses  which  are  ob- 
scure, nor  to  decide  constitutional  questions  which 
must  be  difficult  and  perplexing,  equally  interesting 
to  old  States,  whom  our  construction  could  not,  as  to 
the  new,  whom  it  ought  not  to  coerce,  the  rights  and 
duties  of  Missouri  will  be  left  to  the  determination 
of  the  same  temperate  and  impartial  tribunal  which 
has  decided  the  conflicting  claims,  and  received  the 
confidence,  of  the  other  States. 

The  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution  : 

This  report  litiving  been  read  by  the  Olerk, 
the  resolution  therein  referred  to  was  read,  as 
follows : 

Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  pass- 
ed on  the  sixth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  people  of  the  Missouri  Territory  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  State  government,  and  for  the  admission 
of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States,  and  to  prohibit  slavery  in  certain 
Territories,"  the  people  of  said  Territory  did,  on  the 
nineteenth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty,  by  a  convention  called  for 
the  purpose,  form  for  themselves  a  constitution  and 
State  government,  which  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment, so  formed,  is  republican,  and  in  conformity 
to  the  provisions  of  the  said  act : 

Be  it  therefore  resolved  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled,  That  the  State  of  Missouri  shall 
be,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  one  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  is  admitted  into  the  Union  on 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  in  all  re- 
spects whatever. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Lowndes  moved  to  refer  the  resolution  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  which  would  put  it  in  the  power  of  the 
House  to  act  upon  it  at  any  time  it  thought 
proper.  He  need  not  say,  that  there  was  no 
disposition  to  act  upon  this  subject  without  full 
notice  to  all  parties  concerned ;  and  if  no  other 
person  did,  he  should  himself,  when  proposing 
to  call  for  the  consideration  of  the  report,  give 
a  day  or  two  notice  of  his  intention  to  do  so. 
Whilst  up,  he  took  occasion  to  say,  that  this  re- 
port, as  indeed  all  reports  of  committees,  must 
he  considered  as  the  act  of  a  majority  of  the 
committee,  and  not  as  expressing  the  sentiments 
of  every  individual  of  the  committee. 

The  reference  was  agreed  to. 


Feiday,  November  24. 
Two  members  appeared  and  took  their  seats, 
\iz:   ft'om  Maryland,  Thomas  Ottlbeeth,  and 
from  Virginia,  John  Ttlee. 


Monday,  November  27. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Mississippi, 
Oheistophee  Rankin,  appeared,  and  took  his 
seat. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  from  Massachusetts, 
BENJAMnr  Goeham,  elected  to  supply  the  va- 
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oanoy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Jonathan 
Mason,  also  appeared,  was  qualifled,  and  took 
his  seat. 


Ttjbsdat,  November  28. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  New  York, 
Jambs  Guton,  junior,  appeared,  and  took  his 
seat. 


Friday,  December  1. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  North  Caro- 
lina, WnxiAM  Davidson,  appeared,  and  took  his 
seat. 

Yaceine  Institution. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  incorporate  the  Man- 
agers of  the  National  Vaccine  Institution,  was 
read  the  third  time ;  and,  on  the  question  of  its 
passage — 

Mr.  LrvBEMOEB,  of  New  Hampshire^  moved 
to  recommit  the  bill,  so  as  to  allow  of  its  being 
amended  in  one  particular,  and  thus  obviating 
the  only  objection  which  he  had  to  its  passage. 
His  object  was  to  incorporate  in  the  bill  the 
words  "  within  the  District  of  Columbia." 
There  was  not  a  general  agreement  of  opinion 
as  to  the  power  of  Congress  to  establish  corpo- 
rations to  pervade  the  United  States ;  but  there 
was  no  doubt  of  its  power  within  the  District, 
to  which  therefore  he  wished  expressly  to  limit 
the  corporate  authority  proposed  to  be  conferred 
by  this  bill. 

Mr.  Flotd,  of  "Virginia,  said,  he  saw  no  un- 
constitutional feature  in  the  bU],  which  he 
hoped,  therefore,  would  be  permitted  to  pass  as 
it  stood.  The  object  of  the  biU  was  to  aid  in 
the  eradication  of  the  small-pox  from  our 
country — an  object  which  all  must  admit  to  be 
not  only  innocent  but  laudable.  The  gentleman 
who  had  been  most  earnest  in  asking  from  Con- 
gress the  passage  of  this  biU,  had  devoted  him- 
self to  this  object  with  a  perseverance  seldom 
exceeded,  and  with  desirable  success.  To  enable 
those  who  took  an  interest  in  this  matter,  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  donations  of  charitable 
persons  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  it  was 
necessary  that  a  company  should  be  incorporat- 
ed, with  power  to  erect  the  necessary  buildings. 

Mr.  Kent,  of  Maryland,  said,  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  appeared  to  be  under 
some  misapprehension  in  relation  to  the  bill 
first  read.  By  its  provisions,  said  Mi-.  K.,  the 
National  Vaccine  Institution  is  to  be  established 
here,  and  this  provision  renders  unnecessary 
the  gentleman's  proposition.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected by  the  House  that,,  some  years  past,  the 
oppointment  of  an  agent  for  vaccination  was 
authorized  by  law,  with  the  privilege  of  frank- 
ing his  letters ;  and,  although  this  measure  gave 
some  facility  in  the  transmission  of  vaccine 
matter  to  the  different  parts  of  the  country,  yet 
it  was  foimd  too  limited  in  its  effects  for  the 
accomplishment  of  an  object  fraught  with  such 
incalculable  benefits  to  the  community.  Hence, 
the  citizens  of  several  of  the  adjacent  States 
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were  induced  to  accept  of  a  proposition  made 
by  Dr  Smith,  to  establish  an  institution  here  in 
the  capital  of  the  country,  from  whence  should 
issue  gratuitously  the  vaccine  matter  to  such 
States,  counties,  or  towns,  as  should  subscribe  a 
certain  amount  for  the  establishment  and  en- 
couragement of  this  institution  ;  by  which 
means  every  class  in  society,  the  poor  as  well 
as  the  rich,  would  receive  the  matter  free  of 
expense.  In  six  of  the  adjacent  States  $26,000 
were  subscribed  on  the  1st  day  of  January  last, 
and  no  doubt  a  considerable  addition  has  been 
made  during  the  present  year  to  that  sum. 
These  subscriptions  have  been  made  to  Dr. 
Smith,  who  is  the  agent  for  vaccination ;  and, 
in  the  event  of  his  death,  without  the  passage 
of  some  such  bill  as  the  one  before  you,  would 
be  lost  to  those  who  made  them  with  such  be- 
nevolent views.  The  bUl  does  not  propose  to 
take  from  the  Treasury  one  dollar,  its  only  ob- 
ject is  to  withdraw  from  the  hands  of  Dr.  Smith 
the  whole  amount  of  those  subscriptions,  and 
place  them  under  the  control  and  direction  of 
six  discreet,  judicious  managers,  who  are  named 
in  the  bill,  and  whose  successors  are  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
It  has  been  under  the  hope  of  the  securing  the 
full  benefit  of  such  liberal  subscriptions,  that  I 
have  been  induced  to  advocate  the  bill,  and  now 
ask  for  the  concurrence  of  the  House  in  its 


Mr.  BuEWEix,  of  Virginia,  was  opposed  to 
the  recommitment,  on  different  ground  from 
that  taken  by  other  gentlemen.  He  adverted 
to  a  construction  which  had  been  recently  put 
upon  the  powers  of  Congress  within  the  States, 
(in  the  case  of  the  lotteries  authorized  by  Con- 
gress,) and  said  that  he  believed  that  construc- 
tion was  too  absurd  to  be  entertained  by  many 
men  of  sense  in  this  country,  and  he  regarded 
it  as  very  unfortunate  that  such  a  construction 
had  been  sanctioned  by  the  names  of  any  men 
of  sense  and  character.  Believing  that  Congress 
had  not  the  power  to  make  this  law  operative 
within  the  States,  and  that  inserting  the  words 
proposed  might,  by  implication,  give  counte- 
nance to  what  he  considered  the  most  danger- 
ous and  absurd  construction  ever  given  to  the 
constitution,  he  was  opposed  to  limiting,  by 
words  in  the  biU,  what  he  considered  as  already 
limited  by  the  constitution. 

Mr.  LivEEMOBE  said  he  was  as  friendly  to  the 
object  of  thisbiU  as  any  gentleman  within  these 
walls,  and  he  had  no  desire  to  impede  its  pas- 
sage. But,  he  said.  Congress  have  a  power 
within  the  District  which  they  have  not  beyond 
it  They  have  here  the  power  of  exclusive 
legislation ;  beyond  it,  they  have  not  that 
power.  Within  this  District,  he  did  not  know 
that  their  power  was  any  thing  less  than  abso- 
lute. He  did  not  know  of  any  restraints  upon 
it  but  reason  and  a  sound  discretion.  It  was  a 
question  whether  Congress  had  the  power  to 
extend  a  corporate  authority  into  the  States; 
and  he  did  not  see  that  the  remarks  of  gentle- 
men in  favor  of  the  bill  had  obviated  the  diffi- 
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culty.  A  corporation  inhabits  a  honse  not 
made  by  man ;  it  inhabits  all  space — ^it  is  every- 
where and  nowhere.  It  has  no  body,  as  it  is 
sometimes  said  to  have  no  soul.  For  his  part 
he  wished  this  charter  to  be  restricted  to  the 
District  of  Columbia,  where  almost  every  ano- 
malous thing  was  to  be  found. 

Mr.  Mekobb,  of  Virginia,  opposed  the  recom- 
mitment of  the  bUl,  on  the  ground  that  such  a 
course  would  have  the  effect  to  give  it  a  quietus 
for  the  remainder  of  the  session,  especially  after 
the  notice  this  morning  given  by  Mr.  Lowndes. 
Mr.  M.  said  he  concurred  with  his  colleague  in 
his  view  of  the  recent  opinion  of  some  gentle- 
men learned  in  the  law,  on  the  subject  of  the 
powers  of  Congress.  He  did  not  see,  however, 
how,  by  possibility,  the  passage  of  this  bill 
could  countenance  that  opinion.  Mr.  M.  re- 
ferred to  the  natm-e  of  the  bill,  and  its  unobjec- 
tionable character,  as  arguments  in  favor  of  its 
passing  the  House,  and  without  recommitment. 

Mr.  Cook  suggested  a  modification  of  the 
question,  so  as  to  propose  a  recommitment  of 
the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia,  with  instructions  to  report  the 
specific  amendment  suggested  by  Mr.  Litee- 

UORE. 

Mr.  LivEBMOEE  having  assented  to  putting 
the  question  in  this  shape — 

It  was  so  put  and  negatived. 

And  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate for  concurrence. 


Monday,  December  4. 
Another   member,  to  wit,  from  Massachu- 
setts, Nathaniel  Silsbee,  appeared,  and  took 
his  seat. 

Case  of  Matthew  Lyon. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  memorial  of  Matthew 
Lyon,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied  with 
a  bUl  for  his  relief;  which,  by  leave  of  the 
House,  was  presented,  read  the  first  and  second 
time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow.     The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  petitioner  states  that,  in  violation  of  that  pro- 
vision of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of 
America  which  says,  "  Congress  shall  make  no  law 
ahrido-ing  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press,"  Con- 
gress, In  July,- 1798,  passed  the  act  commonly  called 
the  sedition  law ;  that,  some  time  previous  to  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bfll,  there  appeared  in  the  Philadelphia 
Federal  papers  a  violent  attack  upon  his  character, 
extracted  from  the  Vermont  Journal,  charging  him 
with  many  political  enormities,  particularly  with  the 
high  crime  of  opposing  the  Executive  ;  that  he  wrote 
a  reply  to  this  charge  in  PMladelphia,  on  the  20th  of 
June,  1798,  and  on  the  same  day  put  the  letter,  di- 
rected to  the  editor  of  the  said  Vermont  Journal, 
into  the  post  office  at  Philadelphia,  twenty-four  days 
before  the  passage  of  the  sedition  law.  For  the  pub- 
lication of  this  letter  he  was  indicted  in  Ootdjer  fol- 
lowino-  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  in 
the  Vermont  district.     In  the  same  Indictment,  he 


was  charged  with  publishing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
an  American  diplomatic  character  in  France  to  a 
member  of  Congress  in  Philadelphia ;  also,  for  aid- 
ing, assisting,  and  abetting  in  the  publication  of  said 
letter. 

He  states  said  letter  was  written  by  Joel  Barlow  to 
Abraham  Baldwin,  then  a  member  of  Congress.  He 
denies  that  he  printed  said  letter,  or  aided  or  abetted 
in  the  printing  of  it ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  he 
used  his  endeavors  to  suppress  it,  by  destroying  the 
copies  which  came  Into  his  possession.  He  states 
that,  owing  to  the  pohtical  party  zeal  which  prevailed 
in  the  United  States  at  that  time,  much  unfairness 
was  used  In  the  trial,  %oth  by  the  marshal  in  sum- 
moning the  jury,  and  the  judge  who  presided,  in  his 
instructions  to  them,  and  thereby  a  verdict  of  guilty 
was  rettimed  against  him  by  the  jury;  and  upon 
that  verdict  the  court  sentenced  him  to  pay  a  fine 
of  11,000,  the  costs  of  suit,  be  Imprisoned  four  cal- 
endar months,  and  until  the  fine  and  costs  were 
paid.  He  states  that,  by  virtue  of  said  judgment,  he 
was  arrested  and  confined  in  a  dungeon,  the  com- 
*mon  receptacle  of  thieves  and  murderers,  fifty  miles 
distant  from  the  place  of  his  trial,  although  there  was 
a  decent,  roomy  jail  in  the  county  in  which  he  lived, 
and  in  the  town  whore  the  trial  was  had,  which 
jail  the  Federal  Government  had  the  use  of ;  that 
much  severity  was  exercised  towards  him  during  his 
Imprisonment ;  that  he  languished  in  the  loathsome 
prison  more  than  six  weeks  in  the  months  of  October, 
November,  and  December,  in  the  cold  climate  of  Ver- 
mont, without  fire,  before  he  was  allowed,  at  his  own 
expense,  to  introduce  a  small  stove,  or  to  put  glass 
into  the  aperture  which  let  in  a  small  glimmer  of 
light  through  the  iron  grate. 

He  states  that  he  is  poor,  and  asks  Congress  to  re- 
fdnd  to  him  $1,000,  the  fine  which  he  has  paid,  the 
costs  of  suit,  for  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  days' 
pay  as  a  member  of  Congress,  while  he  was  unconsti- 
tutionally detained,  from  a  seat  in  that  body,  reason- 
able damages  for  being  suddenly  deprived  of  his 
liberty,  put  to  great  expense,  and  disabled  from  pay- 
ing that  attentlojM|to  his  concerns  which,  in  other 
circumstances,  hewould  have  been  allowed  to  do, 
and  such  interest  on  those  sums  as  public  creditors 
are  entitled  to. 

Your  committee  state  that  the  prosecution  against 
the  said  petitioner,  the  judgment,  imprisonment,  and 
payment  of  $1,000,  the  fine,  and  $60  96,  the  costs  of 
suit,  are  proved  by  a  copy  of  the  record  of  proceed- 
ings in  said  cause,  which  is  made  a  part  of  this  re- 
port. The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  law  of 
Congress  under  which  the  said  Matthew  Lyon  was 
prosecuted  and  punished  was  unconstitutional,  and 
therefore  he  ought  to  have  the  money  which  has 
been  paid  bj-  him  refunded ;  but  should  they  be  mis- 
taken as  to  the  unconstitutionality  of  this  law,  yet 
they  think  there  are  peculiar  circumstances  of  hard- 
ship attending  this  case  which  call  for  rehef.  Your 
committee,  therefore,  ask  leave  to  report  a  blU. 

State  of  the  Finances. 
The  Speaker  then  laid  before  the  House  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  his  annual  report  on  the  state  of 
the  Treasury;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stores, 
three  thousand  copies  thereof  were  ordered  to 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House.  The  re- 
port is  as  follows : 
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Treasury  Departmictt,  December  1,  1820. 
In  obedience  to  the  direction  of  the  "  Act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  to  estahlish  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment," the   Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respectfully 
submits  the  following  report : 

I.   Of  the  Public  Ueveniie. 

The  net  reve;iue  nrisiuG;  from  imports  and  tonnage, 
internal  duties,  direct  tax,  public  lands,  postage,  and 
other   incidental    receipt^,    during    the    year    1817, 
amounted  to  $2i,3G5,22r  31,  viz: 
Customs,  (see  statement  A.)  $17,251,775  1.5 

Internal  duties  2,67C,882  77 

Direct  tax  -         -         -  1,833,737  Cf4 

Public  lands,  exclusive  of  Mississippi 

stock  -  2,010,977  00 

Postage  and  other  incidental  receipts         313,8.5,5  38 

That  which  acci-ued  from  the  same  sources  during 
the  year  1818,  amounted  to  $26,095,200  fi5,  viz : 
Customs,  (see  statement  A.)  §21,828,451  48 

Arrears  of  internal  duties  947,946  33 

Arrears  of  direct  tax        -        -        -       263,926  01 
Public  lands,  exclusive  of  ilississippi 

stock  -  -        -         -     2,464,527  90 

Postage,  dividends  on  bank  stock,  and 

other  incidental  receipts  590,348  93 

And  that  which  accrued  from  the  same   sources 

during  the  year  1819,  amounted  to  ^21,435,700  69, 

viz: 

Customs,  (see  statement  A.)      -         $17,116,702  96 

Arrears  of  internal  duties,  (see  state- 
ment B.)  -  227,444  01 

Arrears  of  direct  tax,  (see  statement 

B.)     -  .        -        -  80,850  61 

Public  lands,  exclusive  of  Mississippi 

stock         ,   -        -  3,274,422  78 

Postage,  and  other  incidental  receipts  61,280  33 

First  instalment  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  dividend  on  the 
stock  in  that  bank  -  ^      $675,000  00 


It  is  ascertained  that  the  gi'oss  amount  of  duties 
on  merchandise  and  tonnage  which  accrued  during 
the  first  three  quarters  of  the  present  year,  exceeds 
$1.3,340,000.  And  the  sales  of  public  lands  during 
the  first  two  quarters  of  the  year,  exceed  .$1,240,000. 

The  payments  in  the  Treasury  during  the  first 
three  quarters  of  the  present  year,  are  estimated  to 
amount  to  -        $16,819,637  49 

Viz: 
Customs  -  $12,378,513  12 

Public  lands,  (exclu- 


be  received  into  the  Treasury  dur- 
ing  the  year  1820         -         -  20,249,637  49 

Which,  added  to  the  balance  m  the 
Treasury  on  the  1st  day  of  Janua- 
ry last,  amounting  to   -  2,076,607  14 

Makes  the  aggregate  amount  of         $22,326,244  63 

The  application  of  this  sum  for  the 
year  1820,  is  estimated  as  follows: 

To  the  30th  of  September  the  pay- 
ments have  amounted  to  $16,909,413  80 
Viz: 

Civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous 
expenses         -         -   2,078,573  25 

Military  service,includ- 
ing  fortifications,ord- 
nance,  Indian  de- 
partment, revolu- 
tionary and  military 
pensions,  arming  the 
militia,  and  arrear- 
ages prior  to  the  1st 
of  January,  1817  -    6,043,068  00 

Naval  service,  includ- 
ing the  permanent 
appropriation  for  the 
increase  of  the  navy  2,946,762  00 

Public  debt,  including 
$1,142,879  55  for 
the  redemption  of 
Mississippi  certifi- 
cates ■  6,840,010  55 


sive  of  Mississippi 

stock)  - 
Arrears  of  internal 

duties 
Arrears  of  direottaxj 
Incidental  receipts 
Moneys  received  from 

loans 
Repayments 


1,124,645  32 

104,769  20 

579,749  14 

2,545,431  47 
86,529  24 


And  the  payments  into  the  Treasu- 
ry during  the  fourth  quarter  of  the 
present  year,  from  tlie  same  sources, 
are  estimated  at 
Making  the  total  amount  estimated  to 


$3,430,000  00 


During  the  fourth  quarter  it  is  esti- 
mated that  the  payments  will 
amount  to 


Civil,  diplomatic,  and 
miscellaneous  ex- 
penses 

Military  service 

Naval  seiwice. 

Public  debt  to  the  1st 
of  January,  1821 


Viz: 


8,056,000  00 


$450,000  00 

1,900,000  00 

806,000-  00 

4,900,000  00 


Making  the  aggregate  amount  of  24,964,413  80 


And  leaving  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1821,  a  balance  against  the  Treas- 
ury estimated  at 


$2,638,169  17 


II.   Of  the  Public  Debt. 
The  funded  debt  which  was  contracted  before  the 

year  1812,  and  which  was  unredeemed  on  the  1st 

of  October,    1819,   as  appears  by  the  statement 

No.  1,  amounted  to  $23,668,254  71 

And  that  contracted  subsequent   to 

tne  1st  day  of  January,  1812,  and 

unredeemed   on   the    1st    dav  of 

October,  181  ;i,  as  appeals  by  the 

same  statement,  amouflted  to  68,060,836  19 


Making  the   aggregate   amount  of  $91,728,591  00 

Which  sum  agrees  with  the  amount 
as  stated  in  the  last  annual  re- 
port as  unredeemed  on  the  1st  day 
of  October,  1819,  excepting  the 
sum  of  $63  49,  which  was  then 
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short  estimated,    and   which   has 
since    been   coiTected   by   actual 
settlement. 
In  the  fom-th  quarter  of  1819,  there 
was   added  to  the  above  sum,  for 
Treasiuy  notes  brought  into  the 
Treasury  and  cancelled,  the  fol- 
lowing sums,  viz : 
In  six  per  cent,  stock         8^,152  18 
In  seven  per  cent,  stock     10,525,00 


Making 


14,677  18 
891,743,268  18 


III.   Of  ike  Estimates  of  the  Pvhlic  Revenue^  and  Ex- 
penditures for  the  year  1821. 

In  forming  an  estimate  of  the  receipts  into  the 
Treasury  for  the  year  1821,  the  amount  of  revenue 
bonds  outstanding  on  the  30th  day  of  September 
last,  the  sum  due  for  public  land,  the  ability  and 
dippositinn  of  the  community  to  purchase,  and  es- 
pecially the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  land  in- 
tended to  be  exposed  at  pubMc  auction  in  the  course 
of  the  year,  present  the  data  upon  which  the  calcu- 
lations must  be  made.  As  a  portion  of  the  duties 
which  accrue  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  present 
year,  and  in  the  first  and  second  quarters  of  the 
next,  form  a  part  of  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury 
for  the  latter  year,  the  amount  received  will  exceed 
or  fall  short  of  the  estimate,  by  the  difference  be- 
tween the  duties  which  actually  accrue  in  those 
quarters,  and  are  payable  within  the  year,  and  the 
amount  at  which  they  had  been  estimated. 

The  revenue  bonds  outstanding  on  the  30th  of 
September  last,  are  estimated  at  $18,770,000.  Of 
this  sum  §3,130,000  are  in  suit,  of  which  about 
$1,250,000  will  not  be  collected  on  account  of  the 
insolvency  of  the  debtors  ;  leaving  the  amount  of 
bonds  outstanding,  upon  which  collections  are  to  be 
made,  estimated  at  .$17,520,000.  The  amount  of 
duties  secured  during  the  first,  second,  and  third  quar- 
ters of  the  year  1 820,  is  estimated  at  $13,350,000; 
and  that  of  the  whole  year  may  be  estimated  at 
$16,500,000.  The  amount  of  debentures  outstand- 
ing on  the  30th  of  September  last,  and  payable  dur- 
ing the  year  1821,  is  estimated  at  .--l, 162,114  16, 
which  is  subject  to  be  increased  by  the  amount  is- 
sued in  the  present  quarter,  and  during  the  whole 
of  the  ensuing  year,  chai-geable  upon  the  revenue  of 
that  year.  The  average  annual  amount  of  deben- 
tures, bounties,  and  allowances,  and  expenses  of 
collection  chargeable  upon  the  revenue,  has  been 
ascertained  to  be  nearly  equal  to  fifteen  per  cent,  of 
the  average  annual  amount  of  the  duties  upon  im- 
ports and  tonnage,  which  accrued  from  the  year 
1815  to  the  year  1819,  inclusive. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  from  the  public 
land,  during  the  first  three  quarters  of  the  present 
year,  are  estimated  at  $1,124,645  32,  and  those  of 
the  entire  year  will  probably  not  much  exceed 
Sl,600,000. 

According  to  the  foregoing  data,  the  receipts  into 
the  Treasury  for  the  ensuing  year,  may  be  estimated 
as  follows,  viz: 

Customs  -  -       $14,000,000 

Public  lands,  exclusive  of  Mississippi    - 

stock  1,600,000 

Arrears  of  internal  duties,  direct  tax, 

and  incidental  receipts  100,000 


Third   instalment  from  the  Bank  of 

the  United  States         -  500,000 

Bank    dividends   which    will    accrue 

during  the  year,  estimated  at  five 

per  cent.      -"        -  350,000 

Making  the  aggregate  amount  of        ■  $16, ."50  000 

The  appropriations  for  the   same  period  are  esti- 
mated as  follows,  viz : 

1.  Civil,    diplomatic,  and    miscella- 
neous,        -  -  $1,769,850  04 

2.  Military  Department,  including 
fortifications,  ordnance,  Indian 
department,  military  pensions,  and 
arrearages  prior  to  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1817  4,585,352  61 

3.  Naval  Department  2,420,594  56 


Making  an  aggregate  of 


8,775,790  21 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  H.  CRAWFORD, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


Tuesday,  December  5. 
West  Point  Academy. 
Mr.  Cakxox  moved  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Hesolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  House,  as  soon  as  is  practicable,  a  state- 
ment showing  the  aggregate  amount  that  has  been 
expended  on  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  in 
the  State  of  New  Yojk,  from  the  establishment  of  the 
same  to  the  present  time,  in  the  erection  of  buildings, 
barracks,  repairs,  and  materials  for  the  same  ;  also, 
the  aggregate  amount  that  has  been  expended  in  paj', 
subsistence,  and  clothing,  of  the  teachers,  officers,  and 
cadets,  that  are  or  have  been  in  said  academy,  up  to 
the  present  time  ;  also,  the  aggregate  amount  that 
has  been  expended  on  the  quartermaster's  department 
attached  to  said  institution,  for  wood  and  distributing 
the  same,  forage,  transportation,  stationery,  including 
articles  used  in  the  drawing  department,  books,  math- 
ematical instruments,  printing,  and  all  other  contin- 
gencies, up  to  the  present  time  ;  also,  the  number  of 
cadets  that  have  been  educated  in  said  academy, 
since  the  first  establishment,  from  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, also  the  number  from  each  State  and  Terri- 
tory in  the  Union,  also  the  number  of  cadets  now  in 
said  academy  from  the  District  of  Columbia  and  from 
each  of  the  States  and  Territories  respectively  ;  also, 
the  number  who  have  received  an  education  at  said 
academy  who  are  in  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  the  appointment  each  holds,  and  the  District, 
State,  or  Territory,  they  are  from  ;  and  also  the  num- 
ber of  orphans,  if  any,  of  those  who  have  fallen  in  the 
defence  of  their  country,  or  died  in  its  service,  who 
have  been  educated  in  said  academy,  or  are  now  ca- 
dets in  the  same,  and  the  District,  State,  or  Territory, 
each  is  from. 

ilr.  Little  wished  to  correct  the  resolution 
in  one  particular,  in  whicli  he  conceived  there 
was  a  misapprehension.  The  mover  was  cer- 
tainly mistaken  in  supposing  that  the  teachers 
or  cadets  of  the  Military  Academy  were  clothed 
by  the  Government ;  the  cadets,  Mr>L.  stated, 
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received  pay,  out  of  which  they  clothed  them- 
selves, and  as  it  was  not  the  fact  tliat  either  they 
or  the  teachers  of  the  academy  were  clothed  by 
the  Government,  he  did  not  wish  such  an  idea 
to  go  abroad.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  gentle- 
man would  modify  his  resolution  by  omitting 
the  Of  Jl  relative  to  clothing. 

Mr.  Cannon  referred  to  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  made  at  the  last  session,  on  the 
subject  of  the  academy,  to  show  that  the  Gov- 
ernment was  charged  with  clothing  for  it.  An 
item  of  the  report  referred  to,  stated  a  disburse- 
ment of  five  hundred  and  some  odd  dollars  for 
clothing  furnished  the  establishment  at  West 
Point.  If,  however,  the  Government  provided 
no  clothing  for  that  institution,  the  Secretary 
would  report  the  fact  to  the  House,  so  that  the 
feature  in  the  resolution  which  was  objected  to 
he  conceived  had  better  be  retained.  Mr.  0. 
added  a  few  remarks  as  to  his  motives  in  moving 
this  resolution.  Economy  in  the  public  dis- 
bursements was  imperiously  called  for  by  the 
state  of  our  finances,  and,  among  the  other  na- 
tional establishments,  he  wished  to  see  if  any 
retrenchment  could  be  made  in  the  Academy 
at  West  Point. 

Mr.  Little  replied,  that  there  was  a  part  of 
the  corps  of  engineers  employed  at  West  Point, 
who  were  regularly  enlisted,  as  other  soldiers, 
and  were  in  the  same  manner  clothed  by  the 
Government ;  it  was  the  clothing  for  these  sol- 
diers, no  doubt,  which  formed  the  item  in  the 
report  referred  to.  The  resolution  called  for 
the  expenses  of  clothing  the  teachers  and  cadets, 
and,  he  repeated,  as  no  such  expense  existed,  he 
wished  the  form  of  the  resolution  to  correspond 
with  the  fact,  and  therefore  moved  that  the 
feature  he  objected  to  should  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  the  resolution 
ought  not  to  go  forth  in  such  a  shape  as  to  show 
ignorance  of  the  facts  on  the  part  of  the  House, 
and,  as  there  was  certainly  no  such  provision  for 
the  cadets  as  clothing,  (for  he  presumed  five 
hundred  dollars  would  go  very  little  way  to- 
wards clothing  two  hundred  and  fifty  cadets,) 
he  •  hoped  the  motion  of  his  colleague  (Mr. 
Little)  would  be  agreed  to,  and  the  resolution 
be  modified. 

Mr.  Cannon  assented  to  the  modification  pro- 
posed by  Mf.  Little  ;  and  thus  amended,  the 
resolution  was  agreed  to. 


Wednesday,  December  6. 
Another  member,  to  wit,   from  Delawai-e, 
WiLLAED  Hall,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Missouri  Slate  Constitution—  Citizenship  of  Free 
Colored  People. 

The  House  having,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union, 

The  resolution  declaring  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,  having  been 
read — 


Mr.  Lowndes  rose  and  delivered  a  speech  of 
nearly  two  hours  in  length,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  brief  sketch : 

The  first  observations  of  Mr.  L.  were  lost  to 
the  reporter,  from  the  confusion  arising  from 
members  changing  their  seats,  &c.*  When  Mr. 
L.'s  observations  became  audible,  he  was  speak- 
ing of  the  difficulty  under  which  he  should  labor, 
in  what  he  had  to  say,  from  being  obliged  to 
direct  his  observations  to  arguments  not  yet 
urged,  and  in  regard  to  which  he  must  depend 
upon  what  he  had  heard  in  other  quarters,  and 
upon  conjecture. 

In  the  outset,  he  said,  he  was  met  by  an  ob- 
jection of  a  general  nature,  applicable  to  other 
cases  as  well  as  that  now  presented  to  the 
House.  He  could  not  doubt,  he  said,  from 
what  he  had  heard,  that  there  were  members 
of  the  House  who  considered  themselves  bound 
by  the  same  principles  which  influenced  them 


*  To  get  near  him,  Mr,  Lowndes  being  one  of  those  bo 
rare  In  every  assembly,  around  whom  members  clustered 
when  he  rose  to  speak,  that  not  a  word  should  be  lost,  where 
every  word  was  to  be  luminous  with  intelligence,  and  capti- 
vating with  candor.  This  clustering  around  him,  always  the 
case  with  Mr.  Lowndes,  when  he  rose  to  speak,  was  more 
than  usually  eager  on  this  occasion,  from  the  circumstances 
under  which  he  spoke — the  circumstances  of  the  Union 
verging  to  dissolution ;  and  his  own  condition,  verging  to 
the  grave.  By  his  exertions,  and  those  of  other  patriots,  tho 
Union  was  saved.  No  skill  or  care  could  stay  his  own 
march  to  that  "  undiscovered  country,  &om  whose  bourn  no 
traveller  returns."  He  died  prematurely,  at  the  early  age 
of ^  this  speech  on  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, being  the  last  of  the  principal  speeches  ever  delivered 
by  him. 

This  debate — this  branch  of  the  extended  and  various  de- 
bate, which  grew  out  of  tho  attempt  to  restrict  the  State  of 
Missouri  on  the  subject  of  slavery— although  taking  place 
near  forty  years  ago,  will'have  a  fresh  interest  on  account  of 
its  applicability  to  questions  which  now  occupy  the  public 
mind.  The  citizenship  of  free  people  of  color— the  statits 
or  political  condition  of  a  Territory  erected  into  a  State,  and 
aiiking  admission  into  the  Union,  without  being  able  to  ob- 
tain it— and  the  delicacy  of  throwing  upon  the  judiciary  the 
decision  of  questions  which  affect  the  public  feeling— are  all 
questions  of  present,  still  more  than  of  past  interest;  and  it 
cannot  be  otherwise  than  pleasant  and  instructive  to  the  men 
of  this  day  to  see  what  was  sjid  by  others  on  the  same  points 
so  long  before  them.  With  this  view— with  a  view  to  give 
this  pleasure  and  instruction— this  branch  of  the  old  Mis- 
souri question  endless  debate  is  given  more  fully  than  usual, 
tho  two  leading  and  opening  speeches,  one  on  each  side, 
(those  of  Mr.  Lowndes  and  Mr.  Sergeant,)  are  retained  in  all 
their  reported  extent;  while,  in  abridging  the  rest,  enough 
IS  retained  from  every  speaker  to  show  his  position,  and  the 
strength  of  it,  on  the  debated  points.  These  speakers  were 
all  emment  men,  of  weight  in  their  day,  and  who  wUl  not 
be  without  it  as  long  as  their  works  shall  be  known-  and 
not  the  less  weighty  because,  conforming  to  the  lot  of  all 
men  m  council,  opinions  are  various,  and  Beacon  is  called  in 
to  decide  between  them.  The  speakers  on  this  occasion, 
after  Mr.  Lowndes  and  Mr.  Sergeant,  were:  Mr.  Henry  M. 
Storrs,  of  New  York;  Messrs.  William  8.  Archer,  Alexander 
Smyth,  and  PhUip  P.  Barbour,  of  Virginia;  Mr.  Hemphill, 
of  Pennsylvania;  Mr.  Louis  MoLane,  of  Delaware-  Mr 
Mallory,  of  Termoat ;  Dr.  Eustis,  of  Massachusetts.     ' 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


13 


December,  1820.]         Missouri  State  Constitution — Citizenship  of  Free  Colored  Pers<ms. 


TH.  OF  R. 


at  the  last  session,  to  vote  at  this  session  against 
the  resolution  declaring  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri into  the  Union.  On  this  point,  he  ad- 
dressed himself  to  the  moderation  and  good 
sense  of  the  House — of  those  gentlemen  partic- 
ularly who  believed  the  constitution  framed  by 
Missouri  to  he  inconsistent  with  the  principles 
of  our  Government,  to  say,  whether  it  was  not 
inconsistent  with  the  character  of  our  Govern- 
ment, and  of  all  Governments,  that  questions 
once  decided  by  the  legitimate  authority  of  the 
country  should  be  considered  as  yet  open,  or 
inconclusive  ?  Did  not  such  a  course  of  reason- 
ing lead  to  the.  conclusion  that  all  the  acts  of 
the  Government  were  binding  only  on  the  ma- 
jority who  voted  for  them  ?  That  all  compacts 
are  void,  for  example,  as  to  the  minority  which 
refuses  to  sanction  them  ?  Suppose,  in  regard 
to  a  debt  incurred  in  carrying  on  a  war,  a  party 
subsequently  in  power  were  to  say — we  did  not 
vote  for  the  debt ;  we  did  not  support  the  war ; 
we  are  not  bound  to  pay  the  debt.  Would 
such  an  argument  be  entitled  to  respect  ?  Take, 
for  example,  the  debt  incurred  in  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain :  was  it  not  essential  to  the 
character  of  the  nation  that  that  debt  should 
be  considered  obligatory  as  well  upon  those 
who  approved,  as  on  those  who  disapproved, 
the  purpose  for  which  the  debt  was  contracted? 
And  were  all  the  members  of  this  and  the  other 
House  not  equally  bound  by  the  act  of  the  last 
session  respecting  Missouri  ?  Whether  we  ought 
or  ought  not  to  have  given  to  the  people  of 
'  Missouri  the  power  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  government,  we  ?ta/oe  given  it.  Whether 
or  not  we  individually  wished  Missouri  to  fw-m 
a  constitution,  the  authority  to  do  so  was  given 
by  Congress.  The  constitution  was  formed, 
and  Congress  were  now  asked  to  declare  that  it 
was  so.  For  himself,  Mr.  L.  went  on  to  say, 
he  believed  that  the  law  of  the  last  session 
gave  Missouri  a  right  to  fonn  a  constitution ; 
and  that,  having  done  so,  she  is  now  a  State. 

If  you  look  at  the  course  which  Congress  has 
pursued  hitherto,  it  will  be  found  that,  on  ele- 
vating territories  from  the  grade  and  depend- 
ence of  a  territorial  government,  Congress  has 
done  no  more  than  emancipate  them  from  its 
control.  On  doing  this,  said  Mr.  L.,  you  have 
reserved  nothing  like  an  authority  to  remand 
them  to  their  colonial  condition.  You  have  de- 
termined, in  such  case,  by  the  act  of  allowing 
the  territory  to  foi'm  a  constitution,  that,  for 
certain  purposes,  she  is  an  independent  State. 
In  the  act  of  the  last  session,  it  would  be  found, 
on  referring  to  it,  there  was  no  difference  be- 
tween the  mode  of  legislation  in  Missouri,  and 
that  which  had  occurred  in  regard  to  the  oldest 
of  the  States  admitted  into  the  Union.  Com- 
paring that  act  with  other  acts  for  the  admis- 
sion of  States,  it  woijld  be  found  to  confer  the 
same  powers  and  impose  the  same  restrictions. 
It  was  impossible  to  distinguish,  in  any  man- 
ner, between  the  power  which  had  been  given 
to  IDssouri  and  that  which  had,  in  like  circum- 
stances, been  granted  to  the  oldest  of  the  new 


States.  Mr.  L.  went  on  to  quote  the  cases  of 
admission  of  States  into  the  Union.  He  refer- 
red to  that  of  Ohio.  The  act  for  her  admission 
was  couched  in  the  broadest  terms,  requiring 
the  convention,  as  usual,  first  to  determine  the 
question  whether  it  was  expedient  to  form  a 
constitution.  Although  the  mere  act  for  the 
admission  of  a  ten'itory  into  the  Union  does 
not  make  her  a  State,  inasmuch  as  her  accept- 
ance of  the  offer  is  required,  yet,  at  the  moment 
that  she  declares  that  it  is  expedient  to  form  a 
constitution — at  that  precise  moment  she  ac- 
quires all  the  righfe  of  a  State.  The  people  of 
Missouri,  as  of  every  other  admitted  State,  at  that 
moment  acquired  rights  which  it  is  not  compe- 
tent for  the  legislature  of  this  country — which 
it  is  not  competent,  upon  the  principles  which 
we  hold  sacred,  for  any  legislature  under  Heaven 
to  divest  them  of. 

Before  he  proceeded  further  to  refer  to  the 
practice  of  former  times,  Mr.  L.  said  he  would 
notice  an  argument  which  he  had  heard  sug- 
gested, which  was  in  some  degree  a  verbal  one. 
It  is  said  that  the  words  of  the  law  in  regard  to 
the  admission  of  Missouri  are  prospective ;  that 
the  constitution  says  that  Congress  may  admit 
new  States  into  the  Union ;  that  no  authority 
but  Congress  can  admit  them ;  that  Congress 
has  not  admitted  Missouri  into  the  Union ;  and 
that  it  is  necessaiy  she  should  now  address 
Congress  and  obtain  its  consent  to  her  coming 
into  the  Union.  It  is  true,  Mr.  L.  said,  that  the 
law  provides  that  Missouri  "  shall "  be  admit- 
ted ;  that  is,  prospectively  as  to  the  date  of  the 
law.  It  is  true,  also,  that  new  States  can  be 
admitted  into  the  Union  only  by  Congress. 
But  that  admission  may  be  from  the  time  the 
law  passes,  or  on  the  performance  of  a  condi- 
tion, whatever  that  condition  may  he.  There 
was  nothing,  Mr.  L.  argued,  in  the  law  of  the  last 
session,  to  show  that  the  act  of  admission  was 
not  complete  on  the  part  of  Congress  when  that 
law  passed,  although  it  did  refer  to  a  future 
time.  That  this  was  a  just  construction  of  the 
matter,  he  said,  was  obvious  by  a  reference  to 
former  examples.  In  the  case  of  Kentucky,  for 
example,  her  admission  into  the  Union  was  de- 
ferred, by  the  act  of  Congress  authorizing  it,  he 
did  not  know  how  many  months,  but  more  than 
a  year  after  the  passage  of  the  act.  Nothing 
more  was  necessary,  after  the  passage  of  the 
act  for  the  admission  of  Missouri,  than  a  lapse 
of  time  sufficient  for  the  determination  of  the 
people  to  be  ascertained,  whether  they  chose 
to  form  a  constitution  or  not. 

But  his  strongest  argument,  Mr.  L.  said  he 
was  aware,  must  be  derived  from  the  course 
pursued  by  Congress  in  former  times.  He  dis- 
claimed any  •particular  devotion  to  precedent ; 
but,  in  a  time  when  parties  were  as  firmly 
marshalled  as  they  were  on  this  subject  at  the 
last  session ;  when  the  true  import  of  the  con- 
stitution was  contested  by  nearly  equal  parties 
on  this  floor ;  when  geographical  lines  were  ob- 
servable in  the  division  of  opinion,  it  was  wise, 
it  was  becoming,  to  look  to  what  had  been  the 
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practice  in  f'oi-nier  times,  -vvhen  no  causes  exint- 
ed  so  likely  to  disturb  and  mislead  the  sobet 
judgment.  Every  man  ouglit  to  examine  the 
record  of  those  days,  and  rather  lean  to  a  deci- 
sion consistent  with  them. 

Referring,  then,  for  illustration,  to  the  cnse 
of  Ohio,  after  she  had  formed  a  constitution 
imd  State  government,  ahhough  no  resolution 
liad  passed  declaring  hor  admission  into  the 
Union,  it  became  necessary  to  pass  a  law  to  ex- 
tend over  her  territory  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
courts  of  the  United  States;  and  the  preamble 
to  that  law  recites  that  the  people  did,  on  a 
certain  day,  form  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment, and  give  a  name,  whereby  the  said 
State  has  become  one  of  the  United  States — 
that  is,  by  the  act  of  forming  a  constitution. 
And  such,  Mr.  L.  said,  was  the  principle  on 
which  the  United  States  had  always  acted. 
But,  he  said,  the  preamble  was  interesting,  not 
only  because  it  confirmed  his  argument  in  the 
main,  but  also  marked  the  time  and  circum- 
stance which,  in  the  opinion  cf  Congreas  at  that 
time,  made  a  people  a  State,  viz.,  the  day  on 
which  a  constitution  is  formed,  and  the  act  of 
forming  it. 

The  proof  afforded  by  other  precedents,  how- 
ever, that  a  people  became  a  State  on  forming 
a  constitution  under  the  authority  of  Congress, 
was  still  less  equivocal  than  that  which  had  been 
cited.  I[i  every  instance,  and,  as  far  as  he 
knew,  without  an  attempt  at  resistance,  when- 
ever such  a  constitution  has  been  formed  by  a 
Territory,  they  have  not  only  been  considered 
a  State,  but  the  elections  which  they  have  made 
under  their  constitution  have  been  held  to  be 
good.  If,  by  the  act  of  forming  a  constitution, 
they  have  not  become  independent  States,  how 
has  it  happened  that,  without  a  single  excepr 
tion,  they  have  elected  their  own  governors, 
judyes,  &c.,  and  their  acts  have  been  constitu- 
tional and  valid  ?  Can  it  be  said  of  all  these 
cases  that  Congress,  knowing  these  territorial 
people  had  usurped  the  powers  of  States,  would 
have  silently  submitted  to  it?  Their  having 
done  so  was  the  strongest  proof  that  every  one 
of  these  States  had,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress, 
of  the  State  governments,  and  of  the  people,  the 
powers  which  they  exercised. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  knew  there  were  persons  who 
believed  that  the  people  of  Missouri  Territory 
do  not  become  a  State  until,  by  an  act  poste- 
rior to  the  formation  of  their  constitution,  Con- 
gress declares  their  admission.  Mr.  L.  said  he 
could  not  admit  this.  It  was  disproved  by  the 
uniform  language  of  precedents.  The  acquies- 
cence of  Congress  in  their  elections  of  Senators 
and  Representatives  to  Congress  disproved  it. 
These  elections  held  previous  to  th*  submission 
of  their  constitutions  to  Congress,  had  uniform- 
ly been  held  valid.  Who  are  Senators?  They 
are  deputed  by  the  States  composing  the  Union 
to  represent  them  in  Congress.  If  States  only 
can  vote  for  Senators,  the  rmiform  practice  of 
recognizing  all  such  elections  as  are  subsequent 
to  the  adoption  of  a  constitution,  is  conclusive 


enough  that  thev  who  choose  them  were  al- 
ready in  the  condition  of  States.  In  the  case 
of  Kentucky,  indeed,  without  any  declaratory 
resolution,  without  any  tiling  like  a  formal  ac- 
knowledgment of  her  being  a  State,  but  by 
virtue  of  an  act  declaring,  y)rospectively,  that 
when  she  had  formed  a  con~tirurion  she  should 
be  a  State,  she  was  admitted  without  further 
legislation.  In  the  case  of  Indiana,  tliere  was 
a  yet  more  formal  and  authoritative  exposition 
of  the  principle  for  which  Mr.  L.  contended. 
In  the  case  of  Indiana,  the  practice  of  a  declara- 
tion of  admission  first  occurred,  which  had  been 
since  followed  in  other  cases.  Properly  viewed, 
that  declaration,  Mr.  L.  said,  was  only  a  form 
of  notification  to  the  other  Stati-s — a  proclama- 
tion by  Congress  to  the  Union,  of  the  admission 
of  anotlier  State  into  the  family.  That  such 
was  the  light  in  which  it  was  viewed  on  this 
first  (iccasitm  on  which  it  was  employed,  was 
evident  from  the  fact,  that  the  resolution  of 
declaration  passed  on  the  11th  December,  1816, 
and  the  representative  from  the  State  was  ad- 
mitted to  his  seat  on  the  2d  December,  nine 
days  preceding ;  so  that  it  was  evident  the  de- 
claratory resolution  was  then  regarded  as  a  mat- 
ter of  form  and  notification  merely.  But  there 
was  still  stronger  proof,  in  the  case. of  Indiana, 
of  his  position.  In  counting  the  votes  for  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  a  few  days  after  the 
above  date,  tliose  of  Indiana  given  before  tlie 
passage  of  the  declaratory  resolution,  were  re- 
ceived and  counted.  If  a  people  may  right- 
fully, and  even  without  objection,  elect  a  Gov- 
ernor, Legislature,  and  Judges — may  elect  and 
send  to  Congress  Senators  and  Representative, 
and,  finally,  may  vote  for  President  and  Vice 
President — upon  what  principle  will  it  be  said 
that  a  people,  enjoying  and  exercising  all  these 
rights,  are  not  a  State ;  or  that  to  constitute 
them  a  State,  requires  the  further  interposition 
of  this  House  ?  He  could  not  admit  it,  he  re- 
peated. 

These  observations,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  had  made 
with  a  view  to  show  how  little  foundation 
there  was  for  an  opinion,  which  he  had  under- 
stood was  not  uncommon,  that  the  act  of  the 
last  session  was  merely  a  suggestion  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Missouri  that  they  might  form  a  consti- 
tution if  it  pleased  them,  and  that,  if  that  con- 
stitution met  the  approbation  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  at  their  next  session,  they 
should  then  be  admitted  into  the  Union. 

Another  circumstance,  Mr.  L.  said,  showed 
beyond  dispute,  that  it  was  not  intended  by 
this  House,  in  passing  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
merely  to  give  authority  to  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri to  propose  a  constitution,  but  that  it  was 
intended  to  confer  on  Missouri,  by  that  act,  all 
the  rights  which  the  oldest  and  proudest  States 
of  the  Union  are  supposed  to  possess.  When 
that  act  was  under  consideration,  it  appears  by 
the  journal  of  this  House,  that  a  motion  was 
made  by  Mi-.  Tatloe  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  these  words,  "  And  the  said  State 
when  formed,  shaU  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
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upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States, 
in  all  respects  whatever,"  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof,  those  which  follow:  "And  if  the  same 
(that  is,  the  constitution)  shall  be  approved  by 
Congress,  the  said  Territory  shall  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  as  a  State,  upon  the  same  foot- 
ing as  the  original  States ;  "  the  diiference  being 
that,  in  the  bill  as  it  stood,  (the  act  as  it  now 
stands,)  we  made  her  a  State,  and  in  the  other 
we  were  to  give  her  authority  to  form  a  consti- 
tution, and  leave  our  approbation  to  be  a  con- 
dition of  its  final  admission.  A  very  large  ma- 
jority, (125  to  49,)  even  at  that  time  of  strong 
excitement  and  nearly  equal  division  of  opinion 
with  respect  to  the  restriction,  voted  in  the 
negative. 

The  substance  of  Mr.  L.'s  argument  then  was, 
he  said,  that,  by  the  act  authorizing  the  people 
of  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
government,  certain  rights  were  given  to  them; 
by  the  former  practice  of  the  Government,  he 
had  endeavored  to  show  that  the  mere  circum- 
stance of  assenting  to  the  proposition  of  Con- 
gress was  enough  to  constitute  the  people  a 
State,  the  act  of  declaration,  now  proposed  to 
the  House,  being  mere  surplusage.  Missouri 
had,  then,  a  right  to  form  a  government  abso- 
lutely and  inalienably.'  If  she  had  not  now  the 
rights  of  a  State,  let  it  be  shown  how  she  had 
lost  them.  It  is  contrary  to  the  principles  of 
the  constitution,  contrary  to  the  genius  of  our 
Government,  that,  having  once  given  them  the 
right  of  self-government.  Congress  can  now  take 
it  from  them. 

Considering  this  question  as  settled,  the  next 
important  question  was,  whether  the  constitu- 
tion formed  by  the  State  of  Missouri  becomes 
void  by  the  admission  into  it  of  a  clause  not 
compatible  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States, — admitting,  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
that  such  is  the  fact. 

"Whether  that  particular  clause  of  the  consti- 
tution to  which  exception  was  understood  to 
be  taken  was  constitutional  or  not,  the  interest 
of  the  nation,  justice  to  Missouri,  and  respect 
for  itself,  required  that  the  House  should  not 
undertake  to  decide.  In  taking  this  ground, 
Mr.  L.  said  he  knew  he  should  be  considered 
by  some  as  evading  the  performance  of  a  duty 
which,  in  tlie  present  case,  they  supposed  to  be 
devolved  on  this  House.  On  this  account  he 
should  attempt  to  show  that  no  duty  devolved 
on  this  House  to  express  an  opinion  with  re- 
spect to  that  clause ;  and  intimated  that  he 
could  show,  were  it  necessary,  that  similar  pro- 
visions were  contained  in  various  acts  of  the 
United  States  to  which  exception  had  been 
taken  in  neither  House.  The  clause  of  the  Mis- 
souri constitution  to  which  he  referred  was  that 
requiring  the  Legislature  to  pass  laws  to  pro- 
hibit the  settlement  of  free  negroes  in  the  State, 
which  was  supposed  to  conflict  with  the  pro- 
vision of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
which  provides  that  "  the  citizens  of  each  State 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  aud  immu- 
nities of  citizens  in  the  several  States."    Mr.  L. 


here  went  into  an  argument  of  some  detail,  the 
amount  of  which  was,  that,  as  to  numbers,  a 
very  large  majority  of  the  free  blacks  in  the 
United  States  were  not  considered  citizens  in 
their  respective  States ;  and  that,  in  construing 
any  general  provision  of  a  constitution,  it  was 
fair  to  consider  it  as  having  a  general  applica- 
tion, and  not  as  being  without  exceptions.  In 
any  view  there  could  be  nothing  more  clear 
than  that,  if  the  objected  provision  was  capable 
of  a  construction  which  would  reconcile  it  with 
the  constitution,  it  ought  to  receive  that  con- 
struction. For  ex^ple,  in  this  ease  of  Mis- 
souri, he  thought  it  might  be  quite  fair  to  say 
that  that  provision  respecting  free  people  of 
color  must  be  construed  liberally,  as  intending 
to  exempt  from  its  operation  such  of  them  as 
were  citizens  in  other  States.  However  this 
might  be,  he  contended,  as  the  committee  had 
laid  it  down  in  their  report,  that  it  was  a  ques- 
tion not  for  this  House,  but  for  a  different  tri- 
bunal to  determine. 

But,  Mr.  L.  said,  there  were  many  who  object 
to  this  course — the  course  pursued  in  all  other 
cases — who  allow  that  the  judiciary  could,  with 
more  ease,  certainty,  uniformity,  and  effect,  ex- 
pound constitutional  law,  but  contend  that  we 
must  decide  whether  the  provision  in  question 
be  constitutional  or  not.  We  must  express  an 
opinion  on  it,  however  inexpedient,  because  it 
is  our  duty.  Now,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  did  not  see 
that  having  declared  that  the  people  of  Missouri 
should  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, imposed  on  this  House  the  duty  of  con- 
struing law  in  this  more  than  any  other  case. 
It  might  be  considered  rather  an  objection  to 
it,  inasmuch  as,  in  doing  so,  they  would  have  to 
expound  the  law  themselves  had  made — no 
principle  being  better  established  than  that  the 
authority  which  forms  the  law  should  not  cr)n- 
strue  nor  apply  it.  The  true  question  in  this 
case  then  was,  which  was  the  best  tribunal  to 
decide  the  question  respecting  this  disputed 
clause  of  the  Missouri  constitution.  If  it  were 
asked  whether  this  House,  or  the  Senate,  or 
the  Judiciary  of  the  country,  were  the  best 
qualified  to  expound  a  law,  there  would  be  no 
difference  of  opinion  on  the  question.  It  must, 
then,  be  a  consideration  of  paramount  duty  only 
on  the  part  of  this  House  to  decide  upon  it, 
which  could  induce  it  to  undertake  the  exposi- 
tion of  a  law  in  respect  to  the  construction  of 
which  there  was  a  doubt. 

Mr.  L.  then  examined,  somewhat  at  large, 
the  question,  whether  a  judicial  or  legislative 
tribunal  be  the  most  capable  to  decide  correctly 
such  a  question  as  was  supposed  to  be  presented 
by  the  particular  clause  in  the  constitution  of 
Missouri.  He  argued,  from  the  inability  of 
either  branch  of  Congress  to  act  independently 
on  any  such  question,  from  their  inability  to 
act  with  uniformity,  &;c.,  that  they  were  not 
the  proper  bodies  to  be  charged  with  judicial 
investigations.  And  why,  he  asked,  the  rights 
of  all  the  States  being  equal,  should  those  of 
Missouri  be  subject  to  an  adjudication  different 
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interfere.  Nor  did  he  think  this  was  at  all  iu- 
coDsistent  with  the  ground  he  had  already 
taken,  if  for  no  other  reason  than  that  the  ju- 
dicial tribunal  could  decide  the  question  now 
agitated,  and  decide  it  better  than  this  House. 
The  duty  of  Congress,  in  this  respect,  begins 
where  that  of  the  Judiciary  ends. 

Keferring  to  his  former  remark,  that  gentle- 
men would  do  well  to  satisfy  themselves  that 
their  opinions  were  not  the  effect  of  prejudice, 
by  examining  what  was  the  conduct  of  their 
predecessors  in  more  quiet  times,  Mr.  L.  said  he 
would  turn  to  the  case  of  the  second  new  State 
which  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  and  the 
objections  to  whose  admission  were  removed  in 
the  way  proposed  in  the  present  case.  Tennes- 
see, without  waiting  for  a  law  of  Congress  to 
authorize  her,  held  a  convention,  formed  a  con- 
stitution, and  sent  it  on  to  Congress.  The  ob- 
jection was  made  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, by  Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  that  the 
constitution  of  Tennessee  was  incompatible  with 
that  of  the  United  States ;  to  which  Mr.  Bald- 
win replied,  that,  if  there  should  be  things  in 
the  constitution  of  Tennessee  not  compatible 
with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  "it 
was  well  known  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  would  be  paramount — they  can 
therefore  be  of  no  effect."  He  quoted  this  to 
show  that  this  suggestion  of  referring  the  ques- 
tion to  another  tribunal  than  this,  was  not  an 
expedient  to  get  over  this  case,  but  one  which 
had  prevailed  in  the  early  days  of  the  Republic. 
The  conflict  between  the  constitution  of  Ten- 
nessee, however,  and  that  of  the  United  States, 
was  much  more  unequivocal  than  in  the  present 
case,  and  so  far  the  present  case  is  more  favor- 
ably presented  to  Congress  than  was  that  of 
Tennessee.  In  the  latter  case,  the  Legislature 
were  required  to  provide  some  means  by  which 
the  Stat&  of  Tennessee  should  be  sued  in  its 
courts,  with  a  proviso  that  this  advantage 
should  be  confined  to  citizens  of  that  State,  and 
not  extended  to  those  of  other  States.  Here 
was  a  direct  conflict  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  whilst  that  of  Missouri  is 
only  constructive.  Yet,  in  that  case,  the  ques- 
tion of  constitutional  law  was  left  to  those  who 
were  most  likely  to  decide  correctly,  and  withal 
competent  to  enforce  their  decision — that  is,  to 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Tribunal.  He  thought  it 
perfectly  compatible  with  the  most  nice  and 
rigid  sense  of  duty  for  Congress  to  do  the  same 
in  the  case  now  before  them. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  knew  an  objection  had  been 
taken  to  leaving  the  Judiciary  to  sustain  a  con- 
flict with  a  State,  in  regard  to  the  conformity 
of  its  constitution  to  that  of  the  United  States. 
But,  surely,  if  in  regard  to  all  other  States,  it 
now  has  that  authority,  there  can  be  no  hard- 
ship in  leaving  the  same  power  with  it,  in  re- 
gard to  the  new  States. 

Mr.  L.  said  the  views  he  had  expressed  were 
founded  on  the  belief  that  Missouri  was  now  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  a  State.  But,  he  said, 
if  he  did  not  believe,  that,  under  the  act  of  last 


from  that  to  which  other  States  are  subject  ? 
The  rights  of  the  old  States  were  subject  to  ju- 
dicial decision ;  and  no  man  would  pretend  that, 
in  respect  to  any  old  State,  Delaware  for  exam- 
ple, her  constitution  could  be  suspended,  that 
her  Senators  and  Representatives  should  be  ex- 
cluded from  these  halls,  on  Congress  thinking 
they  had  discovered  something  not  altogether 
right  in  her  constitution.  It  was  an  essential 
objection  to  the  power  now  claimed  for  Con- 
gress, that,  if  allowed,  it  would  be  a  power  to 
be  exercised  in  a  new  State,  which  none  would 
pretend  it  could  exercise  in  an  eld  one.  Upon 
every  consideration,  of  which  he  urged  several 
others,  he  was  in  favor  of  leaving  the  matter 
with  the  Judiciary,  where,  and  where  only,  in 
his  opinion,  it  properly  belonged. 

The  principles  which  had  influenced,  from 
time  to  time,  the  conduct  of  the  different 
branches  of  the  Government,  would  lead  to  the 
same  conclusion.  At  the  time  of  the  formation 
of  the  Federal  Constitution  (to  go  back  to  that 
date),  it  was  foreseen  that  there  might  be  a  dis- 
position, at  some  future  day,  in  some  or  other 
of  the  States,  to  break  over  the  barriers  of  the 
constitution  about  to  be  formed,  &c.,  and  a  pro- 
vision was  introduced  prescribing  a  mode  of 
deciding  controversies  of  that  description.  If, 
in  all  other  cases  of  constitutional  questions,  it 
has  been  provided  that  they  shall  be  decided  by 
the  Judiciary,  the  reason  must,  apply  and  be 
conclusive  why  this  body  should  not  undertake 
to  decide  a  constitutional  question  in  the  case 
of  Missouri.  Justice  requires  that  those  who 
have  the  same  rights  shall  have  their  rights  de- 
cided by  the  same  tribunal. 

If,  however,  the  only  objection  to  the  passage 
of  the  resolution  now  under  consideration  was, 
that  an  inference  might  be  drawn,  from  the  si- 
lence of  Congress,  that  they  approved  the  ex- 
ceptionable provision  in  the  constitution  of 
Missouri,  Mr.  L.  suggested  tha.t  some  mode 
might  be  adopted  by  which  the  objection  on 
this  point  might  be  explained.  He  should  him- 
self, as  an  individual,  with  the  utmost  reluctance 
express  any  opinion  on  the  subject,  and  he 
thought  it  would  be  exceedingly  unwise  in 
Congress  to  do  so.  There  would  be  no  end  to 
such  a  course.  There  were  in  the  constitution 
of  Missouri,  and  of  every  State  in  the  Union, 
clauses  to  which  some  might  take  exception,  of 
which  Mr.  L.  instanced  the  provisions  respect- 
ing banks,  &c.,  which  some  believed  the  States 
had  no  right  to  establish.  Every  consideration 
of  prudence  and  propriety,  in  his  opinion,  for- 
bade from  interposing  in  the  present  instance. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  did  admit,  however,  that  there 
might  be  cases  in  which  Congress  might  find  it 
to  be  their  duty  to  interpose,  on  the  moment  of 
admission  of  new  States  into  the  Union.  For 
instance,  if,  in  relation  to  the  term  of  Senators, 
or  any  other  provision  which,  from  its  charac- 
ter, could  not  be  brought  before  the  Supreme 
Court,  the  new  constitution  were  incompatible 
with  that  of  the  United  States,  it  was  his  opinion 
it  would  be  a  good  reason  why  Congress  should 
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Bession,  Missotiri  is  a  State  already;  if  he 
thougM  she  was  only  a  State  in  fact  and  not  a 
State  in  right,  he  should  have  the  same  opinion 
as  he  had  now  expressed.  She  has  her  own 
government,  legislature,  and  judiciary,  and  ex- 
ercises all  the  rights  of  a  sovereign  State.  In 
this  case,  as  in  the  other,  he  should  think  it  in- 
expedient to  pronounce  on  the  constitutional 
question;  hecause,  should  that  clause  be  ex- 
cepted from  the  recognition,  it  could  be  rein- 
stated on  her  becoming  a  State,  without  the 
power  of  Congress  to  prevent  it ;  and  the  ques- 
tion must  at  last  be  decided  by  the  Judiciary, 
the  only  competent  tribunal. 

Mr.  L.  here  concluded  his  remarks,  reserving 
for  a  future  occasion  the  answers  to  objections 
which  he  might  not  have  anticipated.  And,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Sbegeant,  the  committee  rose, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


Thuesdat,  December  7. 
Two  other  members  appeared  and  took  their 
seats,   to   wit :    from  Pennsylvania,  Andeew 
BoDEN ;  and  from  Kentucky,  BENJAUBsr  Hae- 

DIN. 

Missouri. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Nelson  of  Virginia  in 
the  chair,  on  the'  resolution  declaring  the  ad- 
mission of  Missouri  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  other  States  of  the  Union. 
And  lie  question  having  been  again  stated — 

Mr.  Seegeant  rose.  Of  the  speech  which  he 
delivered,  occupying  upwards  of  two  hours' 
time,  the  following  must  be  considered  as  a 
free  but  not  a  very  fuU  report : 

Ml'.  S.  began  by  saying,  with  respect  to  the 
question  hinted  at  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  and  discussed  at  the  last  session,  he 
did  not  agree  with  him  that  the  decision  of  the 
question  now  before  the  House  depended  upon 
ttie  decision  of  the  question  agitated  at  the  last 
session.  How  far  that  question  might  be  in- 
volved in  the  present  question,  might  be  a  sub- 
ject for  consideration;  but,  independently  of 
that  question,  the  one  now  presented  was  a  very 
important  one.  However  minute  in  itself,  if  it 
extended  but  to  a  single  provision  of  the  con- 
stitution presented  by  the  people  of  Missouri,  it 
yet  involved  considerations  which  those,  who 
had  listened  to  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman 
fi'om  South  Carolina,  must  see,  went  to  the 
whole  extent  of  determining  what  power  actu- 
ally remained  in  Congress  with  regard  to  any 
territory  after  authorizing  them  to  form  a  con- 
stitution— ^what  they  have  a  right  to  insist  upon, 
what  they  have  a  right  to  do  and  say  upon  the 
subject — in  short,  the  question  whether  Con- 
gress have  or  have  not  any  power  at  all  under 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  with  re- 
spect to  the  admission  of  a  new  State  into  the 
Union,  after  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing 
the  people  to  form  a  constitution. 

It  could  not  be  doubted  or  denied,  Mr.  S.  ad- 
VoL.  TH.— 2. 


mitted,  that  there  was,  in  looking  at  the  admis- 
sions of  States  into  the  Union,  heretofore,  at 
least,  an  apparent  iiTegularifcy,  and  much  of  ap- 
parent disorder.  If,  however,  any  inference 
were  to  be  drawn  from  precedents  in  the  case, 
it  would  be,  that  there  never  had  been  any  pre- 
cise examination  of  the  powers  of  Congress  in 
this  respect — no  established  mode  of  admission 
— or,  in  other  words,  that  there  had  been  every 
variety  of  mode.  For  the  sake  of  the  future  peace 
and  harmony  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States ;  for  the  sake  of  the  territories  hereafter 
applying  to  be  adloitted  into  the  Union — ^for 
the  sake  of  Congress  alone,  said  Mr.  S.,  it  is  in- 
cumbent on  us  ^  to  examine  the  grounds  of 
this  question ;  to  see  what  are  our  rights,  and 
what  theirs,  and  deduce,  from  a  fuU  considera- 
tion of  these,  a  rule  which  shall  be  uniform  as 
to  the  States  hereafter  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union,  and  free  from  the  danger  of  exposing  us 
to  contests  such  as  that  which  appears  to  have 
arisen  on  the  present  occasion. 

The  power  to  admit  a  State  into  the  Union, 
no  one  would  doubt,  was  a  very  high  one — a 
power  to  part  with  a  portion  of  that  authority 
which  was  originally  vested  in  the  old  States, 
and  which  exists  in  the  present  States,  and  to 
admit  to  a  participation  in  our  counsels,  in  our 
power,  in  the  control  and  managMnent  of  every 
thing  concerning  our  rights  and  property,  a  new 
and  integral  member  of  the  Union.  The  ques- 
tion became  one  of  graver  consideration,  when 
it  was  considered  that  it  was  proposed  now  to 
extend  this  participation  to  an  object  which  was 
not  in  the  contemplation  of  those  who  formed 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  who  had 
looked  in  their  provisions  to  the  territory  then 
in  possession  of  the  United  States,  and  probably 
had  never  calculated  on  the  admission  of  States 
out  of  territory  beyond  the  original  limits  of  the 
United  States.  This  high  power  was  given  to 
Congress ;  and,  after  the  discussion  of  last  ses- 
sion, it  was  needless  to  say,  was  given  without 
limitation.  The  power  is,  "  to  admit  new  States 
into  the  Union ; "  it  is  granted  in  the  broadest 
and  most  comprehensive  mauner — and,  it  would 
seem  to  follow,  as  the  consequence  of  this  grant 
of  general  authority,  that  Congress  possessed 
every  power  and  authority  necessary  to  its  fair 
exercise.  Whatever  power  was  really  given  to 
Congress,  it  was  then*  duty  to  exercise,,  and  not 
turn  it  over  to  any  other  department,,  confiding 
in  it  to  cure  the  defect  which  Congress  suffered 
to  pass  uncorrected.  There  was  nothing  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  which?  counte- 
nanced a  different  course.  It  is  oxu-  ri^t,  and 
our  duty,  said  Mr.  S.,  when  a  State  offers  her- 
self for  admission  into  the  Union,  to  see  that 
she  can  come  into  the  Union  under  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  and  in  conformity 
with  its  provisions.  For  certainly,  whatever 
were  the  terms  in  which  the  power  was  given 
to  the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a.constitution, 
no  one  could  for  a  single  moment  doubt  that 
that  power  was  never  intended  to  transcend  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  or  to  bring 
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into  the  Union  a  State  wliose  constitution  was 
not  conformable  to  that  of  the  United  States. 
Such  a  grant  would  have  been  an  exercise  of 
authority  by  Congress  beyond  the  constitution : 
it  would  be  an  anomaly  impossible  to  account 
for — an  inconsistency  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  which  it  would  be  impossible 
for  any  one  to  reconcile. 

It  would  therefore  seem,  that  when,  as  inci- 
dent to  the  power  of  admitting  States  into  the 
Union,  Congress  authorized  a  territory  to  form 
a  constitution  and  State  government,  it  must 
follow  that  the  constitution,  so  to  be  formed,  is 
to  be  conformable  to  the  Constitution  of  tl|e 
United  States,  and  that  the  territory  thus 
authorized  does  not  in  any  sense  become  a 
State  until  she  has  formed  such  a  constitution. 
Our  power,  said  Mr.  8.,  is  to  admit,  and  inci- 
dentally to  authorize  the  formation  of  a  consti- 
tution, with  a  view  to  admission.  Have  Con- 
gress the  power  to  authorize  a  people  to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  government  sovereign 
and  independent  of  the  United  States  ?  No, 
the  power  to  authorize  a  people  to  form  a  con- 
stitution is  an  implied  power,  subordinate  to 
the  full  power,  which  never  is  effectually  exer- 
cised until  the  act  of  admission  subsequent  to 
the  formation  of  a  constitution. 

Ml".  S.  said,  he  made  these  remarks  in  the 
outset,  to  meet  at  once  an  argument  of  the 
member  from  South  Carolina,  which  was  plau- 
sible, captivating,  and  seemed  to  be  calculated 
to  smooth  the  way,  and  remove  every  difficulty. 
That  argument  was  that  the  State,  from  the 
moment  of  its  formation  of  a  constitution,  be- 
came an  independent  and  sovereign  State. 
Where,  said  Mr.  S.,  is  your  power  in  the  con- 
stitution to  make  such  a  State?  Tour  power 
is  to  admit  States  into  the  Union,  and  your 
power  to  authorize  the  people  of  a  Territory 
to  form  a  constitution,  is  merely  subordinate 
and  subsidiary  to  the  main  power.  Can  you 
admit  a  State  by  anticipation,  as  the  gentle- 
man has  suggested?  You  transcend  your  au- 
thority if  you  do  so.  Mr.  S.  ventured  to  say 
that  Congress  never  had  done  so;  that  they 
could  not  do  so ;  and,  in  some  sense  or  other, 
every  member  of  the  committee  would  agree 
with  Mm  in  this  opinion.  Could  Congress,  by 
anticipation,  bind  itself  to  the  admission  of  a 
State,  (for  such  was  the  argument  yesterday 
pressed  upon  the  committee,)  so  as  to  have  no 
choice  but  to  accept  such  a  constitution  as  that 
State  chose  to  offer  ?  Surely  not ;  but,  accord- 
ing to  the  argument  advanced  by  the  gentle- 
man from  fiouth  Carolina,  not  only  was  the 
present  Congress  to  be  bound  by  the  act  of  the 
last  session,  but  the  present  Congress  might, 
by  an  act  passed  now,  bind  the  next  Congress 
to  the  admission  o.f  a  State  into  the  Union. 
Was  the  authority  given  by  Congress  to  the 
people  to  form  a  constitution,  a  compact  with 
them  that  they  should  be  admitted  into  the 
Union  on  any  other  terms  than  those  prescribed 
to  them  ?  For  one,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  did  not  feel 
himself  bound,  by  giving  tie  authority  to  a 


people  to  form  a  constitution,  to  admit  them 
into  the  Union,  unless  their  constitution  should 
be  such  as  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
through  their  representatives,  thought  fit  to  ac- 
cept as  the  fundamental  rule  of  government  of 
the  State  thus  to  be  admitted. 

Mr.  8.  then  proceeded  to  say,  that  he  did 
not  mean  now  to  enter  into  the  question  of  the 
last  session — it  had  been  discussed  enough. 
He  did  not  mean  to  abandon  the  opinion  which 
he  had  then  formed  and  expressed.  It  had  not 
been  formed  hastily,  bnt  carefully  and  deliber- 
ately, and  he  had  seen  no  reason  to  change  his 
mind  upon  it.  Without  going  into  that  ques- 
tion at  all,  he  should  proceed  to  the  immediate 
question  presented  by  the  argument  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina. 

This  single  question  was,  whether  it  is  the 
right  and  duty  of  Congress,  before  admitting  a 
State  into  the  Union,  to  see  that  its  constitution 
and  State  government  be  not  repugnant  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  He  should 
have  hoped,  he  said,  and  he  yet  hoped,  that 
the  opinion  would  be  nearly  unanimous  in  this 
body,  that  there  might  be  such  a  repugnancy 
between  such  a  State  constitution  and  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  would  not 
only  justify  Congress  in  interfering,  but  make 
it  their  imperious  duty  to  interfere,  to  prevent 
her  taking  rank  in  the  Union.  Whether  that 
was  the  case  in  the  present  instance,  was,  he 
said,  a  different  question. 

The  preliminary  inquiry  was  that  which  he 
had  just  stated.  It  had  been  said  that  Missouri 
was  already  an  independent  State ;  that  she  has 
formed  a  State  government  under  an  unlimited 
authority  from  Congress ;  and  that  she  has  now 
the  same  rights  as  the  proudest  and  oldest 
States  in  the  Union.  If  it  be  so,  said  Mr.  S., 
what  are  we  now  deliberating  about?  Why 
is  it,  that  the  resolution  now  under  considera- 
tion, is  proposed  for  our  adoption  ?  Why  are 
this  and  the  other  House  called  upon  to  pass  a 
legislative  act  which  is  altogether  unnecessary, 
and  which  has  clauses  in  it,  if  this  construction 
be  true,  which  are  extremely  objectionable? 
If  this  construction  be  correct,  her  Senators 
and  Eepresentatives  have  a  right  to  their  seats 
on  the  floor  of  either  House— to  unite  in  the 
common  counsels  on  the  affairs  of  the  Union, 
and  to  give  to  the  votes  of  Missouri  the  same 
force  as  those  of  any  other  State.  Why  are 
Uiey,  then,  said  Mr.  S.,  kept  waiting  at  our 
doors,  and  not  permitted  to  partake  of  our  de- 
liberations ?  Why  do  they  wait  untU  the  fate 
ot  this  resolution  be  known  ? 

It  was  said  that  this  resolution  was  nothing 
but  a  declaration  of  a  fact.  Such  a  notification 
was  not  necessary  for  the  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentative of  Missouri;  it  was  not  necessary 
for  Congress,  if  the  fact  being  known,  the 
former  had  nothing  to  do  to  entitle  them  to  a 
seat,  but  to  advance  to  the  Chair  of  either 
House,  and  take  the  oath  to  support  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  Why  was  it. 
moreover,  that  the  constitution  of  Missouri  had 
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been  submitted  to  a  committee  of  this  House? 
Why  had  a  report  been  made  by  that  commit- 
tee, and  why  was  this  House  now  discussing 
it  ?  And  why  was  it  that  that  report  went  into 
an  examination  of  a  particular  clause  of  that 
constitution,  and  pointed  out  the  mode  in  which 
Congress  were  to  relieve  themselves  from  the 
task  of  deciding  on  its  constitutionality,  by 
leaving  it  to  the  judiciary  ?  If  the  gentleman's 
doctrine  were  true,  this  is  all  superfluous.  It 
is  more,  said  Mr.  S.,  for  the  resolution  declares 
that  Missouri  shall  be,  and  hereafter  is  declared 
to  be,  one  of  the  United  States,  &c.  He  did 
not  use  this  reference,  he  said,  for  the  mere 
eflfect  of  verbal  criticism,  but  for  a  higher  pur- 
pose. When  a  committee,  composed  as  that 
committee  was,  finds  itself  under  the  necessity 
of  presenting  a  resolution,  to  be  adopted  by  a 
joint  vote  of  both  Houses,  declaring  that  Mis- 
souri is  thereby,  not  that  she  has  been  admitted 
into  the  Union,  was  it  not  as  strong  evidence  as 
could  be  furnished,  that  there  was  something 
which  seemed  to  compel  those  who  acted  on  it 
to  say,  that  this  declaration  of  the  fact  is  the 
virtual  legislation  which  brings  Missouri  into 
the  Union — ^which  qualifies  her  for  induction 
to  the  Union,  and  that  anterior  to  it  she  was 
not  a  State,  and  not  entitled  to  be?  From 
what  period,  Mr.  S.  asked,  was  it  that  Missouri 
was  admitted  into  the  Union?  It  would  be 
from  the  moment  of  the  adoption  of  this  reso- 
lution. Could  it  be  said  of  any  antecedent 
period?  Here,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  would  avail 
himself  of  another  concession  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina ;  and,  in  taking  to  his  aid 
a  concession  of  his,  Mr.  S.  said  he  did  it  with 
the  full  impression  that  it  was  the  result  of  the 
conviction  of  his  own  mind,  and  with  the  bene- 
fits, therefore,  of  the  conviction  of  such  a  mind 
as  his.  That  gentleman  had  admitted  that 
Congress  might,  if  they  thought  proper,  intro- 
duce a  qualification  of  their  assent  to  the  ad- 
mission of  Missouri  into  the  Union,  which  ehaU 
serve  to  show  its  dissent  to  a  particular  clause 
of  the  constitution  of  that  State.  K  this  reso- 
lution, then,  instead  of  being  merely  formal 
and  declaratory,  was  susceptible  of  an  amend- 
ment by  which  Congress  could  exclude  that  in- 
terpretation of  'a  particular  clause  of  the  State 
constitution  which  on  its  face  it  bears,  would 
it  be  said  that  the  State  was  a  member  of  the 
Union  without  the  adoption  of  that  resolve  ? 
If  so,  where  did  Congress  derive  the  authority 
to  legislate  on  the  interpretation  of  its  consti- 
tution ?  Mr.  S.  further  called  the  attention  of 
the  committee  to  the  terms  of  the  preamble 
of  this  resolution,  wherein  it  is  declared  that, 
"  whereas,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress, 
&c.,  the  people  of  the  said  Territory  did,  on 
the  19th  day  of  July,  1820,  by  a  convention 
called  for  that  purpose,  form  for  themselves  a 
constitution  and  State  government,  which  con- 
stitution and  State  government,  so  formed,  is 
republican,  and  in  conformity  to  the  provisions 
of  the  said  act."  The  reason  assigned  for  her 
admission  is,  that  she  has  formed  a  constitution 


in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
last  session.  How  could  the  committee  know 
this?  By  their  own  examination?  Could 
Congress,  then,  declare  this  to  be  the  case, 
without  having  examined  the  constitution  of 
the  new  State?  Certainly  not.  And  when,  in 
the  act  authorizing  the  formation  of  this  con- 
stitution, were  found  two  limitations,  that  it 
should  be  republican,  and  that  it  should  not  be 
repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  did  it  not  become  indispensable,  before 
passing  a  preamble  and  resolution  Uke  this,  that 
the  members  of  thiS  House  should  be  satisfied 
in  their  own  minds  that  these  requisitions  have 
been  complied  with  ? 

If  in  a  single  article,  the  constitution  of  Mis- 
souri be  repugnant  to  that  of  the  United  States, 
said  Mr.  S.,  can  we  seriously  assert  that  she 
has  formed  a  constitution  according  to  the 
authority  given  to  her  ?  And,  when  called  on 
to  say  how  we  can  reconcile  it  to  ourselves  to 
sanction  such  a  contradiction  in  terms,  wUl  it 
be  sufficient  to  say  that  we  have  nothing  to  do 
with  that  question,  and  will  leave  it  to  the  Ju- 
diciary to  decide?  We  have  nothing  to  do 
with  it !  exclaimed  Mr.  Sbbgeant.  Why,  then, 
prescribe  to  the  people  of  Missouri  any  condi- 
tions in  the  first  instance  ?  Why  not  say,  we 
gave  her  a  right  to  form  a  constitution ;  she 
has  formed  it,  and  whether  it  he  or  be  not  re- 
pugnant to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
she  is  a  member  of  the  Union  ?  The  contradic- 
tion was  sufficiently  apparent  in  the  fact  of  the 
introduction  of  this  resolution;  it  would  be 
seen  at  once,  that  the  House  was  neither  con- 
forming to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  act  of  the  last  session,  nor  to  any 
principle  heretofore  observed  in  the  admission 
of  States.  Could  it  be  said  that  Congress  had 
parted  with  the  power  of  looking  into  the  con- 
stitution of  Missouri,  when  it  had  expressly  pre- 
scribed conditions  which  should  be  indispensar 
ble  to  its  acceptance  ?  The  terms  of  the  com- 
pact, if  the  act  of  the  last  session  was  to  be  con- 
sidered a  compact,  between  the  United  States 
and  Missouri,  were  perfectly  clear ;  and  he  took 
this  opportunity  of  saying,  that,  if  Missouri 
was  involved  in  difficulty — ^if  Congress  found 
itself  in  perplexity — if  the  Union  was  disturbed 
on  this  occasion — if  this  House  was  impelled  to 
the  consideration  of  questions  which  it  was 
painful  to  act  upon,  it  was  not  the  fault  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  but  it  w£is 
the  fault  of  the  people  of  Missouri.  It  might  be 
their  error — an  error  which  they  would  be  glad 
to  avail  themselves  of  an  opportunity  to  cor- 
rect— for,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  could  not  believe  the 
people  of  Missouri  would  have  wantonly  intro- 
duced into  their  constitution  a  clause  at  vari- 
ance with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
under  an  impression  that  this  act  of  admission 
was  a  mere  form.  They  would  not  wantonly 
have  done  it,  for  it  could  not  be  either  their 
interest  or  their  inclination  to  try  the  temper 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States — to  try 
how  far  its  regard  to  the  constitution  would. 
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bear  it  out  in  the  contest,  or  how  far  it  would 
consent  to  surrender  a  portion  of  the  rights  of 
the  whole  Union  to  avoid  a  difficulty  which  the 
people  of  Missouri  have  themselves  created. 
There  was  prescribed  to  them  but  one  condi- 
tion ;  to  that  condition  they  had  not  conformed, 
and  they  are  not  entitled  to  admission  into  the 
Union.  The  failure  to  fulfil  the  compact  is  on 
the  part  of  the  people  of  Missouri;  and,  said 
Mr.  S.,  when  we  come,  in  a  case  of  this  sort,  to 
the  question  between  remanding  this  constitu- 
tion for  reconsideration,  or  giving  up  the  small- 
est possible  portion  of  constitutional  power, 
I  trust  that  the  people  of  every  part  of  the 
Union  would  bear  us  out  in  saying  that  the 
constitution  shall  be  inviolate;  and  that  we 
shall  not  be  the  first  to  set  a  precedent  which, 
begun  to-day,  may  be  followed  to-morrow,  un- 
til it  involves  the  very  existence  of  our  Gov- 
ernment. 

Would  the  people  of  Missouri,  Mr.  S.  asked, 
think  more  highly  of  Congress  were  it  to  yield 
to  them  on  this  occasion?  Would  they  not 
hereafter  come  into  the  Union  with  more  re- 
spect for  Congress,  and  with  more  respect  for 
ttiemselves,  too — with  a  higher  sense  of  the 
value  of  admission  into  the  Union,  if  Congress 
now  fairly  met  this  question,  thus  giving  to  the 
people  of  Missouri  an  assurance  that  what  was 
now  done  with  respect  to  them  should  be  here- 
after the  rule  of  conduct  for  Congress,  as  to 
others  asking  admission  into  the  Union  ?  Would 
it  not  show  to  them  that  Congress  was  disposed 
to  do  all  in  its  power  to  preserve  the  blessings 
of  this  Government  for  them  and  for  their  pos- 
terity ?  What,  he  asked,  would  be  the  conse- 
quence of  submission  by  Congress  in  the  pres- 
ent case  ?  Missouri  will  have  extorted  from  us 
Bomething ;  another  State  will  extort  something 
more ;  each  will  appeal  to  our  fears,  which  may 
be  weU  or  ai-founded ;  each  new  State  will  en- 
deavor to  exact  from  us  what  she  thinks  will 
make  for  her  own  interest,  until  at  last  they 
wiU  not  think  it  worth  while  to  ask  our  leave 
to  do  as  they  choose.  How  much  better  would 
it  be  for  Oongi-ess  at  once  to  take  its  ground, 
and  refnse  to  sanction  the  constitution  of  any 
State  which  is  in  any  respect  repugnant  to  that 
of  the  United  States  1 

Suppose  that  this  constitution  of  Missouri,  in- 
stead of  being  faulty  in  a  single  particular,  were 
throughout,  from  beginning  to  end,  at  variance 
with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
Would  it  be  pretended,  in  that  case,  that  Mis- 
souri was  entitled  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  ? 
Certainly  not ;  yet  the  only  argument  in  favor 
of  her  admission,  with  one  clause  of  her  consti- 
tution incompatible  with  that  of  the  United 
States,  went  the  whole  length,  or  necessarily 
involved  the  consequence  of  yielding  the  whole ; 
because  it  was  founded  on  the  ground  that  Con- 
gress had  parted  with  the  whole  power,  and  had 
no  right  to  pass  upon  the  constitution ;  on  the 
ground,  in  short,  that  Missouri  is  now  admitted 
into  the  Union. 

The  gentleman  himself,  however,  had,  in  an- 


other part  of  his  speech,  ^ven  up  this,  which 
was  the  essential  part  of  his  argument;  for  he 
had  concluded  that,  if  the  constitution  of  Mis- 
souri was  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  in  particulars  which  could  not  be 
submitted  to  the  judicial  authority  for  decision, 
Congress  ought  to  interfere.  If,  said  Mr.  S., 
we  ought  in  any  case  to  interfere,  there  must 
be  a  mode  of  interference.  What  is  the  mode, 
and  what  should  be  the  time?  When,  cer- 
tainly, she  presents  herself  for  admission.  And, 
if  we  have  then  a  right  to  inquire  whether 
there  is  or  is  not  occasion  for  our  interference, 
is  not  the  whole  ground  of  the  gentleman's  ar- 
gument abandoned  ? 

Pursuing  his  argument,  Mr.  8.  said  he  held 
it  to  be  perfectly  true  that  there  could  be  no 
violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  which  would  not  produce  injurioos  civil 
and  political  effects,  as  distinguished  from  in- 
dividual effects  over  which  the  Judiciary  have 
control.  How  many  men  may  be  injured  be- 
fore one  man  appears  with  a  spirit  to  resist  the 
injustice !  What,  Mr.  8.  asked,  did  the  history 
of  all  Governments  exhibit  to  us  but  a  series  of 
usurpations  on  one  hand  and  sufferings  on  the 
other,  submitted  to  until  they  became  too 
grievous  longer  to  be  borne  ?  M<en  suffer  long ; 
they  suffer  from  necessity,  from  poverty,  from 
ignorance,  from  the  want  of  capacity  to  exert 
those  rights  which  belong  to  them,  and  which 
it  ought  to  be  the  care  of  a  wise  Government  to 
preserve  to  them.  Why  is  it  that  the  names  of 
men  who,  in  aU  time  past,  have  resisted  op- 
pression, have  been  immortalized  by  the  histo- 
rian, the  painter,  and  the  poet?  Why  have 
they  been  considered  as  entitled  to  peculiar 
honors?  Because  they  took  upon  themselves 
the  burden,  and  a  heavy  burden  it  ia,  of  resist- 
ing by  force  the  Government  which  had  long 
oppressed  and  persecuted  them  and  their  feUow- 
men,  under  the  forms  of  law.  Now,  said  Mr. 
S.,  if  we  allow  bad  principles  to  be  admitted 
into  the  constitutions  of  States  formed  under 
our  eye,  or  good  principles  to  be  excluded, 
what  will  be  the  consequence  ?  Ton  shift  the 
responsibility  from  yourselves,  and  leave  it  to 
individuals  to  fight  the  battle  with  the  States. 
Why  do  our  State  constitutions  contain  decla- 
rations of  rights?  Why  have  the  people  been 
so  careful  thus  to  lay  down  the  principles  which 
are  to  guide  the  Government  in  its  operations  ? 
For  the  purpose  of  preserving  political  and 
civil  rights  inviolate  as  well  as  individual  rights, 
and  to  prevent  individuals  from  suffering  under 
their  violation. 

Coming  nearer  to  the  particular  question  in- 
volved in  the  constitution  now  presented  by  Mis- ' 
souri,  Mr.  S.  said,  suppose  that  constitution  had 
said  that  no  frefe  white  citizen  of  the  United 
States  should  come  to  reside  in  Missouri— was 
there  any  gentleman  who  would  say  that,  with 
such  a  provision  in  her  constitution,  Missouri 
ought  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union?  He 
would  not  answer  for  others,  but,  for  himself 
he  believed  such  a  provision  would  produce 
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such  a  shock  as  would  occasion  but  one  feeling 
throughout  the  country — that  of  resistance. 
This  was  an  extreme  case,  he  knew,  (not  likely 
to  happen,)  but  he  had  put  it  for  the  purpose  of 
illustration;  and  he  confessed  that  the  argument 
appeared  to  him  irresistible,  that  a  power  to 
examine  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  must 
exist,  and  that  a  power  to  refuse  admission,  in 
certain  oases,  must  necessarily  result. 

If  Congress,  having  the  power  to  reject, 
should  yet  accept  the  constitution  of  Missouri, 
Mr.  S.  contended  it  could  not,  with  any  pro- 
priety, be  said  that  Congress  did  not  approve 
the  constitution  of  Missouri. 

The  trust  of  guarding  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  from  violation,  said  he,  in  con- 
tinuation, is  peculiarly  and  emphatically  ours. 
"We  are  sworn  to  support  the  constitution  before 
we  enter  on  the  duties  to  which  we  are  called 
under  it ;  and,  he  believed  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  himself,  and  every  other  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  would  go  along  with  him  in 
saying  that  their  support  of  the  constitution 
ought  to  be  active  and  zealous,  and  not  a  cold 
and  penurious  support.  It  ought  to  be  no 
calculation  how  much  they  might  give  up  of 
that  constitution,  but  a  determination  that  even 
if  there  be  doubt,  that  doubt  should  be  deter- 
mined in  favor  of  the  constitution.  It  should 
be  thus,  said  he,  that  by  a  constant,  warm,  and 
cordial  support  of  it  here,  we  may  invigorate 
and  quicken  the  respect  and  veneration  for  that 
instrument,  which,  I  trust,  is  entertained  by 
the  whole  people  of  the  United  States. 

With  respect  to  the  proposition  to  turn  over 
to  the  judiciary  the  decision  of  the  question  in- 
volved in  this  constitution,  Mr.  S.  said  he  must 
declare,  that,  with  the  greatest  respect  possible 
for  the  judiciary;  with  the  highest  confidence 
in  their  rectitude  and  wisdom ;  with  the  great- 
est wUlingness  to  submit  to  their  decisions  in 
their  proper  sphere ;  he  could  not  consent,  on  a 
question  which  was  properly  presented  for  his 
own  decision,  to  say,  let  the  question  sleep  till 
some  humble  individual,  some  poor  citizen, 
shall  come  forward  and  claim  a  decision  of  it. 
He  never  would  pass  a  duty  by,  by  leaving  it  to 
some  individual  to  do  what  Congress  ought  to 
have  done.  -No,  Mr.  S.  said,  his  idea  of  support- 
ing the  constitution  was,  to  giVe  it  such  an  ac- 
tive support  as  should  convince  everybody  that 
even  the  appearance  of  violation  of  it  would  not 
be  permitted.  And  he  begged  gentlemen,  be- 
fore they  consented  to  take  a  course  different 
from  this,  that  they  would  consider,  seriously 
consider,  what  may  be  the  effect,  in  a  Govern- 
ment depending  on  pubHc  opinion  for  its  sup- 
port, of  a  disrespect  of  its  authority  exhibited 
on  this  floor. 

Mr.  8.  then  noticed  the  argument  which  Mr. 
Lowndes  had  derived  from  the  Journal  of  this 
House  of  the  last  session,  in  the  case  of  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Tatloe  to  amend  the  Missouri  act 
so  as  to  require  her  constitution,  when  formed, 
to  be  approved  by  Congress,  &c.,  before  she 
could  become  a  State — which  motion  was  nega- 


tived by  two  to  one.  Mr.  S.  admitted  the  fact, 
but  argued  that  it  proved  nothing  in  favor  of 
Mr.  Lowndes's  argument.  Gentlemen  had 
voted  against  it  on  various  grounds;  some,  he 
knew,  had  voted  against  it  because  they  be- 
heved  it  superfluous,  holding  the  opinion  which 
he  was  now  maintaining,  that  the  constitution 
must,  of  course,  receive  the  sanction  of  Congress 
before  it  could  be  of  any  authority,  &c. 

Mr.  S.  then  referred,  for  illustration,  to  the 
case  of  Louisiana,  who  was  required  to  submit 
her  constitution  tc^Oongress,  and  it  was  sub- 
mitted and  approved  accordingly  before  it  went 
into  operation.  If  Congress,  according  to  the 
gentleman's  argument,  had  no  right  to  do  so, 
this  proceeding  was  all  unconstitutional  and 
void.  And  it  was  worthy  of  remark  that,  at 
the  same  time  that  constitution  was  required  to 
be  submitted  to  Congress,  it  was  also  required 
to  be  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  Yet  Louisiana  was  not  intended 
to  be  admitted  on  different  terms  from  other 
States,  but  on  the  same,  &o. 

But,  independently  of  the  act  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, it  had  been  asserted  that  Missouri  is  now 
a  State ;  that  she  is  a  State  in  fact.  Mr.  S.  ' 
asked  of  gentlemen  seriously  to  consider  this 
position.  From  what  time  has  she  become  a 
State?  From  the  moment  of  the  passage  of 
our  act,  from  that  of  the  adoption  of  her  con- 
stitution, or  from  that'  of  the  organization  of 
her  government?  He  did  not  distinctiy  under- 
stand from  what  point  of  time  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  dated  her  independence — 

[Mr.  LowsTDES  here  explained  what  point  of 
time  he  referred  to.  It  was  at  the  moment 
when,  the  question  having  been  formally  pro-  ^ 
posed  to  the  people  of  Missouri,  whether  they 
chose  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, they  voted  it  expedient  to  do  so,  it  was 
then  that  he  thought  arose  the  right  in  them  of 
self-government.] 

Mr.  S.  did  not  consider  the  point  of  time  in 
this  respect  material.  The  question  was,  is 
Missouri  entitled  to  the  rights  of  a  State  until 
she  be  admitted  into  the  Union  by  Congress? 
In  support  of  this  opinion,  he  said,  no  reason 
had  been  assigned  that  was  founded  in  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  Eeasons  had 
been  assigned  by  the  gentieman  of  South  Caro- 
lina, which  appeared  to  him  to  be  founded  in  a 
convenience  which  amounted  to  a  sort  of  ne- 
cessity, but  no  argument  had  been  drawn  from 
the  constitution  in  support  of  this  position.  We 
have  the  power  to  admit  a  State  into  the  Union, 
said  Mr.  S.,  but  was  it  ever  supposed  that  a 
State  was  admitted,  by  her  own  act,  before  we 
admitted  her?  Could  it  be  pretended  that, 
when  Congress  authorized  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri to  form  a  constitution,  and  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  this  case,  they  did  admit  them 
into  the  Union?  It  might  be  argued,  with 
some  plausibiUty,  that  Congress  had  by  that  act 
engaged  that,  at  some  time,  they  should  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union.  If  the  authority  given 
had  been  to  erect  themselves  into  a  sovereign 
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and  independent  State,  Mr.  S.  would  have  been 
able  to  understand  the  argument  that  they  are 
now  a  State.  But,  when  Congress  gave  them 
authority  to  form  a  constitution  to  fit  them  for 
admission,  to  say  that  Congress  did  then  admit 
tliem  into  the  Union  was  an  argument  not  in- 
telligible; and  almost  equally  so  was  that 
which  made  her  out  to  be  a  State  whenever  her 
people  had  formed  a  constitution. 

The  TTnited  States,  with  respect  to  her  ter- 
ritory, stood  almost  in  the  same  relation  as  one 
of  the  States  to  its  territory.  Virginia,  for  ex- 
ample, gave  authority  to  the  people  of  that  part 
of  her  territory  which  is  now  Kentucky,  to 
form  a  constitution.  The  territory  called  a 
convention,  made  a  State  government,  fixed  the 
mode  of  her  elections,  and  elected  her  officers. 
Was  she  then  a  member  of  the  Union  ?  Yes, 
when  Congress  agreed  to  admit  her  into  the 
Union.  Was  she  a  State  before  that  took  place  ? 
Certainly  not.  So  with  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States.  Congress  gives  them  authority 
to  make  a  constitution,  preparatory  to  their  ad- 
mission, and  that  being  done,  Congress  may 
admit  them. 

If,  said  Mr.  S.  further.  Representatives  from 
a  Territory  which  has  thus  formed  a  constitu- 
tioUj  present  themselves  at  the  door  of  this 
House,  is  not  the  House  bound  to  inquire 
whether  they  are  the  Representatives  of  a 
State?  Must  we  not  examine  whether  they 
are  properly  deputed,  or  must  we  admit  any- 
body and  everybody  who  presents  himself  and 
declares  that  he  is  the  Representative  of  a  State  ? 
We  may  know  the  fact  out  of  doors,  but  it  must 
also  be  known  here;  to  ascertain  it,  we  are 
obliged  to  examine  the  constitution.  Mr.  S. 
entered  into  a  train  of  reasoning  to  show  the 
inconvenience  which  would  result  from  each 
branch  of  the  Government  being  left  to  deter- 
mine for  itself  the  independence  of  a  State,  the 
chance  of  their  not  concurring  in  their  views  of 
the  subject,  and  the  incongruity  which  would 
result  from  such  a  disagreement. 

The  orderly,  politic,  and  regular  course  of 
proceeding  in  such  a  case  as  this,  was  so  obvi- 
ous, he  said,  that  he  was  only  astonished  that, 
in  any  case,  a  different  course  had  been  pur- 
sued. In  the  main,  he  said,  the  construction 
had  been  that  for  which  he  contended.  What- 
ever irregularities  there  might  have  been  in 
other  respects,  with  respect  to  the  newly  formed 
States,  thefuH  extension  to  a'State  of  the  bene- 
fits of  its  admission  into  the  Union  had  never 
taken  place,  until,  by  some  act,  Congress  had 
expressly  or  impliedly  recognized  its  admission. 

Mr.  S.  then  proceeded  to  inquire  whether  the 
practice  of  our  Government  sustained  the  doc- 
trine which  he  had  endeavored  to  show  was 
inconsistent  with  its  theory.  With  respect  to 
precedents,  whilst  he  disavowed  a  slavish  sub- 
jection to  their  authority,  yet  he  acknowl- 
edged that  if  they  were  clear  and  undeviating, 
showing  a  uniform  practice  under  the  constitu- 
tion to  the  present  time,  he  should  consider  them 
of  very  high  authority.    He  recollected,  in  a 


case  at  the  last  session,  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  had  not  considered  them  of  so 
great  weight ;  but  Mr.  8.  said  he  agreed  with 
that  gentleman  now  in  allowing  them  weight, 
provided  they  have  the  character  of  uniformity. 
He  was  mistaken  if,  upon  examination,  they  did 
not  turn  out  differently  from  what  the  member 
from  South  Carolina  had  supposed.  In  examin- 
ing them,  a  precedent  might  be  made  out  to 
warrant  any  course  gentlemen  chose,  they  dif- 
fered so  much  from  each  other;  among  them 
might  be  found  one  for  a  people  making  a  con- 
stitution without  previous  authority  from  Con- 
gress, and  that  too  out  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States,  for  which  nobody  would  contend. 
Mr.  S.  here  briefly  ran  over  the  cases  of  ad- 
mission into  the  Union,  commenting  on  each. 
Kentucky,  Vermont,  Tennessee,  Ohio,  and 
Louisiana,  were  admitted  up  to  1811,  inclusive, 
and  in  every  case  some  act  of  the  Government 
had  been  thought  necessary,  precedent  or  sub- 
sequent, to  entitle  them  to  admission.  From 
the  year  1811,  however,  every  State  admitted 
(five  in  number,  besides  Maine,  whose  case  was 
peculiar)  had  been  formed  by  previous  author- 
ity, and  had  come  into  the  Union  by  virtue  of 
an  act  or  resolution  expressly  admitting  her. 
Would  gentlemen,  then,  take  the  single  prece- 
dent of  Kentucky,  of  Tennessee,  of  Vermont, 
with  their  peculiarities,  and  apply  it  to  a  State 
formed  out  of  a  new  Territory  purchased  by  the 
United  States,  or  would  they  take  the  case  of 
other  States,  which  formed  a  series  of  prece- 
dents, each  distinctly  recognizing  the  power  of 
Congress  to  give  previous  authority  to  a  people 
to  form  a  constitution,  and  also  the  authority  and 
right  of  Congress  to  admit  them  into  the  Union, 
and  the  necessity  of  such  an  act  of  admission? 

With  respect  to  elections  by  the  inchoate 
States,  he  considered  them  as  provisional,  and 
made  valid  by  the  ratification  of  the  constitu- 
tion. The  Representative  from  Indiana  taking 
his  seat  before  the  passage  of  the  act  for  her 
admission,  he  considered  an  oversight.  And 
was  not  the  fact  of  the  Representative  from 
Missouri  remaining  absent,  asserting  no  right  as 
a  Representative,  and  not  being  admitted  as 
such,  (and  so  of  her  Senators  also,)  a  stronger 
evidence  of  the  opinion,  not  only  of  the  old 
States,  but  of  the  new  States  too,  than  a  single 
precedent  of  irregularity,  as  that  of  Indiana? 

Having  shown,  in  his  opinion,  that  Congress 
possessed  the  right  and  power  to  examine  this 
question,  Mr.  S.  proceeded  to  the  remaining 
points  in  the  discussion. 

In  this  particular  case,  the  mode  of  proceed- 
ing proposed,  struck  him  as  the  most  objection- 
able that  could  be  devised ;  because  it  seemed 
to  him  that  the  report  and  the  observations  of 
the  chairman  of  the  committee,  did  admit  that 
there  was  something  in  the  constitution  formed 
^  the  people  of  Missouri,  upon  which,  if  the 
House  was  called  upon  to  speak,  gentlemen  would 
be  obliged  to  say  they  are  of  opinion  it  is  uncon- 
stitutional ;  for,  in  the  first  place,  the  commit- 
tee are  willing  to  leave  the  decision  on  a  par- 
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ticular  clause  to  the  Judiciary;  in  the  next 
place,  they  think  it  susceptible  of  an  interpreta- 
tion not  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States ;  and,  it  is  lastly  suggested, 
that  Congress  may  avoid  the  difficulty  by  a  pro- 
test, or  explanation,  or  interpretation  of  the 
clause,  as  they  desire  it  to  be  understood.  All 
this  seemed  to  convey  the  impression  that  there 
was  something  there,  which  gentlemen  wished 
to  avoid  voting  and  deciding  upon. 

To  refer  the  subject  to  the  Judiciary  was  one 
mode  proposed  for  getting  over  it.  To  this 
course  there  were  a  great  many  objections, 
which  doubtless  had  already  occurred  to  the 
minds  of  the  committee.  Among  these,  Mr. 
S.  dwelt  particularly  on  the  following :  that,  if 
it  be  the  duty  of  this  House  to  pronounce  on 
any  question,  they  had  no  right  to  shift  the  re- 
sponsibility on  the  Judiciary;  and  that  Con- 
gress cannot  send  the  question  to  the  Judiciary, 
there  being  no  mode  prescribed  in  the  constitu- 
tion by  which  they  could  do  it. 

With  regard  to  leaving  it  to  chance  to  bring 
it  before  the  Judiciary,  that  chance  might  never 
come,  &c.  If  the  Judiciary  were,  indeed,  the 
tribunal  to  decide  the  question,  they  ought  to 
decide  it  before  the  House  acted  on  it.  An- 
other great  objection  to  the  course  proposed 
was,  that  it  would  unnecessarily  throw  on  the 
Judiciary  the  performance  of  an  odious  duty, 
which  he  acknowledged  this  to  be  ;  and  it 
seemed  to  him  gentlemen  showed  too  strongly, 
by  their  mode  of  proceeding,  and  their  endeav- 
ors to  throw  it  from  themselves,  that  they  felt 
it  to  be  so.  But  this  House  was  much  better 
able  to  bear  the  odium  of  it  than  the  Judiciary. 
Mr.  S.  said  he  never  would  consent  that  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  should,  for  their 
own  relief,  burden  the  Judiciary  with  that  sort 
of  question,  the  decision  of  which  makes  it 
most  oinoxioits,  exposes  it  most  to  that  excite- 
ment which,  of  all  departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment, it  was  least  capable  of  contending  against. 
The  effects  of  unpopular  decisions  in  the  State 
courts,  showed  what  might  possibly  be  the  ef- 
fect, in  similar  cases,  on  the  United  States  Ju- 
diciary. He  wished  the  whole  strength  of  the 
Federal  Judiciary  might  be  maintained  unim- 
paired for  cases  wherein  the  exertion  of  it  might 
be  necessary,  which  it  was  not  in  the  present 
case.  Another  objection  to  the  course  proposed 
was,  that,  if  the  argument  in  its  favor  proved 
any  thing,  it  proved  too  much.  The  more  ob- 
jectionable a  clause  of  the  constitution  is,  the 
stronger  is  the  reason  against  the  reference  of 
it  to  the  Judiciary,  because  it  would  there  more 
certainly  be  declared  so.  A  fall  consideration  of 
aU  the  views  which  could  be  taken  of  the  sub- 
ject, Mr.  S.  said,  would  brmg  him  back  to  the 
true  ground,  that  this  House  ought  to  decide 
itself  upon  the  question. 

If  the  Judiciary  had  been  the  proper  tribunal 
to  determine  this  question,  Mr.  S.  went  on  to 
argue,  it  was  so  as  to  all  questions  which  could 
arise  respecting  a  new  constitution;  and  if  a 
gross  and  palpable  series  of  infractions  of  the 


Constitution  of  the  United  States  were  con- 
tained in  a  constitution  formed  by  the  people 
of  a  Territory,  Congress  would  be  justified,  as 
much  as  in  the  present  case,  in  referring  it  to 
the  Judiciary. 

It  had  been  suggested  that  the  present  was  a 
case  which  it  would  be  difficult  for  Congress  to 
decide,  because  the  clause  of  the  Missouri  con- 
stitution was  said  to  have  offended  that  clause 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to 
which  it  was  most  difficult  to  give  a  precise  in- 
terpretation. That  clause  Mr.  S.  quoted  in  the 
following  words :  "  Ihe  citizens  of  each  State 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities of  citizens  in  the  several  States."  Mr.  S. 
said  he  should  be  exceedingly  sorry  to  believe 
that  this  clause  was  so  difficult  of  construction 
that  this  House  could  not  decide  whether  or 
not  it  had  been  violated  in  a  given  case ;  be- 
cause, in  one  of  our  standard  books,  (the  Fed- 
eralist,) one  of  those  authorities  to  which  we 
refer  for  light  in  difficult  cases  of  construction 
of  the  constitution,  it  was  said  that  this  very 
clause  was  the  "  basis  of  the  Union."  Strange, 
indeed,  that  this  clause  should  have  been  con- 
sidered the  basis  of  the  Union,  and  yet  so 
equivocal  that  a  construction  could  not  be  given 
to  it. 

If  there  was  a  difficulty  in  defining  precisely 
the  scope  of  the  clause  of  the  constitution,  there 
could  be  none  in  deciding  that  it  does  give  to 
the  citizens  of  each  State  in  the  Union  the  hum- 
blest and  lowest  right  enjoyed  by  a  free  man. 
Did  any  one  doubt,  Mr.  S.  asked,  that  this 
clause  gives  to  citizens  of  every  State  the  free 
right  to  go  into  any  other  State,  to  return,  or 
to  remain  there  ?  If  that  was  denied,  then  he 
would  agree  that  this  clause  of  the  constitution 
was  all  words  and  no  meaning.  Here,  then, 
was  the  very  point  of  this  question.  If  the 
constitution  of  the  State  of  Missouri  has,  either 
by  its  own  positive  provisions,  or  by  enjoining 
it  on  its  Legislature,  excluded  altogether  from 
the  State  of  Missouri  any  man  who  is  a  citizen 
of  another  State  in  this  Union,  then  it  is  im- 
possible to  reconcile  that  constitution  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  It  would  be 
a  defiance,  which  is  worse  than  resistance,  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  if  it  had 
been  intentional ;  but  Mr.  S.  acquitted  Missouri 
of  any  such  intention. 

Mr.  S.  declined  going  into  the  question  how 
far  a  State  had  a  i^ght  to  make  laws  with  re- 
gard to  a  certain  class  of  persons  referred  to  in 
the  objected  clause  of  the  Missouri  constitution. 
He  briefly  examined  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Lowndes  that  that  clause  did  not  intend  to  ex- 
clude such  persons  as  were  citizens  in  other 
States.  But  the  clause  itself,  Mr.  S.  said,  made 
no  distinction  of  classes,  but  extended  equally 
to  both  classes.  Missouri  might  make  the  dis- 
tinction if  she  chose.  "Was  it  for  Congress  to 
make  an  exception  for  her  which  she  did  not 
choose  to  make  for  herself,  and  which  the  Leg- 
islature of  Missouri  might  not  choose  to  con- 
sider as  any  part  of  that  clause  of  the  constitu- 
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tion  ?  Congress  had  no  right  to  interpret  for 
them  their  own  meaning.  He  then  went  on  to 
show  in  what  States  free  persons  of  color  were 
citizens,  and  mentioned  North  Carolina,  New 
York,  and  Massachusetts  among  them.  To 
make  them  citizens  of  any  State  it  was  not  ne- 
cessary they  should  have  a  right  to  vote,  as  Mr. 
S.  showed  by  various  references  that  more  than 
half  the  white  men  in  some  of  our  States  did 
not  vote,  because  they  were  not  freeholders ; 
yet  no  one  would  deny  them  to  be  citizens  of 
those  States,  &c. 

It  was  the  humble  simple  privilege  of  loco- 
motion only  that  was  now  claimed  for  these 
persons ;  it  was  a  right  indispensable  to  citi- 
zenship, and  it  was  all  that  was  asked  for  in 
the  present  case.  If  there  was  any  way  in 
which  a  citizen  of  one  State  can  enjoy  aU  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  a  citizen  of  another 
State,  and  yet  not  be  permitted  to  set  his  foot 
in  it,  Mr.  S.  said  he  should  be  glad  to  be  in- 
formed of  it.  With  respect  to  the  right  of  Mis- 
souri or  of  any  State  of  the  Union  to  regulate 
its  own  citizens,  or  to  prescribe  laws  for  their 
government,  not  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  Mr.  S.  said,  no  one  pretended 
to  interfere.  She  must  regulate  her  own  con- 
cerns upon  such  policy  as  she  thinks  best,  &c. 
On  what  would  be  her  true  policy,  Mr.  S.  made 
a  few  remarks  which  the  reporter  did  not  hear 
with  sufficient  distinctness  to  report  them. 

Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  S.  said,  it  was  clear 
that,  unless  something  was  introduced,  by  in- 
terpretation, into  the  clause  of  the  constitution 
3f  Missouri,  respecting  free  people  of  color, 
srhioh  the  framers  of  it  have  not  introduced, 
md  which  it  is  not  known  that  they  would  be 
urilling  to  introduce,  it  is  a  plain  and  palpable 
infraction  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

The  plain  course,  then,  he  believed,  was  not 
bo  receive  the  constitution  formed  by  the  peo- 
ple of  Missouri.  For  himself,  he  believed,  and 
ivith  him  many  of  the  members  of  this  House 
believed,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  this  House  to 
look  into  the  constitution,  and  if  they  found  it 
jontrary  to  the  constitution,  that  it  was  the 
iuty  of  this  House  to  r^ect  it. 

"What  the  consequences  of  doing  so  might  be, 
it  was  not  for  him  to  anticipate;  but,  what- 
3ver  they  might  be,  they  could  not  be  worse 
ian  the  recognition  of  the  constitution  in  its 
present  shape.  But  why  apprehend  any  disa- 
^eeable  consequences?  Might  not  Congress 
liscuss  a  question  of  this  sort  without  reference 
»  danger  ?  Might  it  not  reject  this  constitution 
yt  Missouri,  without  giving  her  any  right  to  un- 
lualified  independence  ?  Or  was  this  House  to 
^ve  way,  right  or  wrong?  True,  Mr.  S.  said, 
Dongress  had  been  much  divided  in  opinion  on 
;he  question  of  the  last  session,  and  they  might 
i)e  on  this.  But,  as  far  as  gentlemen  might 
Jiink  the  consequences  of  such  division  danger- 
)us — the  consequences  they  dreaded  were  the 
;onsequences  of  free  and  fair  investigation — the 
!onsequence  of  men  doing  what  they  believe  to 


be  right ;  and  when  men  yield  to  feara  excited 
by  such  causes,  they  give  up  the  right  of  free 
discussion,  the  right  of  exercising  their  own 
judgment,  the  right  of  maintaining  what,  in 
their  consciences,  they  think  to  be  right.  Does 
it  follow,  because  there  is  a  strong  opposition 
to  any  measure,  because  there  is  great  feeling 
and  warmth  on  it,  that  therefore  principle  is  to 
be  abandoned  ?  That  no  one  would  maintain. 
Neither  was  it  consistent  with  the  theory  of 
our  Government;  because,  at  last,  the  will  of 
the  majority  must  govern.  And,  whatever 
fears  might  be  entertained  by  others,  Mr.  S. 
said  he  felt  confident  that  the  will  of  the  ma- 
jority would  be  submitted  to. 

With  respect  to  what  would  be  the  condition 
of  the  Territory  on  the  rejection  of  this  consti- 
tution, Mr.  S.  said,  it  appeared  to  him  it  would 
be  territorial.  What  provision  it  might  be  ne- 
cessary to  make  in  respect  to  it  he  did  not  pre- 
tend to  say,  nor  whether  it  would  be  necessary 
to  make  any.  A  case  of  the  sort  had  never 
occurred  in  the  history  of  our  Government,  and  ' 
it  would,  if  it  occurred,  deserve  a  careful  and 
deliberate  examination  and  decision.  Here  Mr. 
S.  concluded  his  observations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stoees,  who  desired  an 
opportunity  of  stating  the  reasons  which  would 
induce  him  to  vote  against  the  resolution  for 
the  admission  of  Missouri,  the  committee  rose, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


Feidat,  December  8. 
Missouri — Oitizemhip  of  Free  Persons  of  Color. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  resolution  de- 
claring the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States. 

Mr.  Stoees,  of  New  York,  said :  Whatever 
our  opinions  may  be  on  the  subject  which  was 
here  agitated  at  the  last  session,  it  is  now  to  be 
determined  whether  Missouri  shall  be  admitted 
to  the  distinguished  rank  of  one  of  the  sister 
States  of  our  Union.  Believing  that  the  con- 
stitution which  she  has  presented  to  us  is  repug- 
nant, at  least  in  one  of  its  provisions,  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  I  am  con- 
strained to  express  an  opinion  against  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution  now  under  consideration. 
The  Legislature  of  the  proposed  State  are  di- 
rected, "as  soon  as  may  be,  to  pass  such  laws 
as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  free  negroes 
and  mulattoes  from  coming  to,  and  settling  in 
the  State,  under  any  pretext  whatever."  The 
authority  thus  conferred  by  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri on  their  Legislature,  in  my  judgment  in- 
fringes the  security  contained  in  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  that  "the  citizens  of 
each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges 
and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several 
States." 

The  committee  who  reported  this  resolution 
have  said,  that  "  of  aU  the  articles  in  our  con- 
stitution, there  is  probably  not  one  more  diffi- 
cult to  construe  well,"  than  this.    I  had  in- 
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deed,  supposed,  that,  on  the  principle  established 
iu  this  article,  rested  the  whole  structure  of  our 
National  Govemment.  It  was  upon  considera- 
tions derived  chiefly  from  the  nature  of  our  po- 
litical system  in  this  respect,  that  I  had  at  the 
last  session  formed  the  opinion  against  our 
power  to  insist  on  the  restriction  proposed  to 
be  inserted  in  the  bill  then  before  us. 

The  foundation  of  this  article  of  the  constitu- 
tion is  laid  deep  in  the  structure  of  the  Govern- 
ment. It  is  capable  of  no  construction  which 
does  not  plainly  denote  the  universality  of  its 
operation,  and  its  uniform  application  to  indi- 
vidual right  throughout  every  portion  of  the 
nation.  By  what  tenure  except  this  is  a  citizen 
of  New  York  invested  with  the  right  of  inherit- 
ance to  lands  in  Ohio?  By  what  other  author- 
ity are  the  courts  of  justice  thrown  open  in 
Virginia  or  New  York  to  the  citizens  of  every 
other  State  ?  It  is  the  operation  of  this  clause 
which  reduces  us  to  a  perfect  equality  of  rights 
with  those  around  us,  wheresoever  we  may 
transfer  ourselves  in  every  part  of  the  Eepub- 
Uo.  The  right  of  acquiring  lands  by  purchase 
in  other  States — of  devising  them  to  our  chil- 
dren— of  enforcing  private  contracts,  and  an 
almost  infinite  variety  of  civil  privileges,  are  all 
sustained  on  this  obvious  construction  of  the 
clause  in  question.  To  have  omitted  it  would, 
in  a  Government  like  ours,  have  destroyed  the 
whole  harmony  of  the  system,  and  produced  the 
most  jarring  and  discordant  oonfliction  of  privi- 
leges. Without  it,  the  citizens  of  each  State, 
except  in  relation  to  the  powers  specifically 
delegated  to  the  Union,  would  have  been  alto- 
gether aliens  and  strangers  to  each  other,  with- 
out any  other  mutuality  of  privileges  than  those 
derived  from  their  common  limited  National 
Confederacy.  Instead  of  inheriting  the  estates 
of  their  ancestors  in  other  States,  the  law  of 
escheats  would  have  transferred  them  to  for- 
eign sovereignty.  The  enforcement  of  private 
right,  if  not  the  security  of  personal  liberty, 
would  have  depended  on  the  wiU  or  caprice  of 
«very  State  Legislature.  Regulations  of  the 
most  unjust  nature  might  have  created  and 
maintained  the  most  odious  and  oppressive  dis- 
tinctions. The  whole  tendency  of  the  system 
would  have  been  to  estrange  us  from  each 
other,  and  probably  in  the  course  of  time  we 
should  have  found  in  the  want  of  this  equality 
of  privileges  perhaps  the  very  source  of  disunion 
itself.  If,  sir,  as  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Lowndes)  seemed  to  ad- 
mit, cases  might  happen  in  which  it  would  be 
the  duty  of  Congress  to  reject  the  admission  of 
a  State  into  the  Union  for  the  repugnancy  of 
its  constitution  to  that  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, can  we  scarcely  imagine  a  case  more 
deeply  afiecting  the  validity  of  our  system,  and 
more  calculated  to  lead  to  the  most  dangerous 
encroachments  on  private  rights  and  personal 
liberty,  than  an  impugnment  of  this  clause  of 
our  constitution. 

The  power  of  determining  to  whom  the  privi- 
lege of  citizenship  shall  extend  in  the  respective 


States  has  been  vested,  or  rather  was  left  un- 
touched in  the  hands  of  tie  State  Legislatures, 
with  the  single  exception  of  the  right  of  Con- 
gress to  regulate  the  naturalization  of  foreigners 
or  aliens.  The  power  thus  vested  in  Congress 
appears  to  be  necessarily  exclusive,  and  was 
probably  intended  to  be  so.  With  this  diminu- 
tion only  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  States  in  this 
respect,  the  originalpower  inherent  in  every  Gov- 
ernment of  determining  the  extent  of  the  right 
of  citizenship  remains  unimpaired  in  the  States. 
It  is  worthy  of  remark  that,  while  under  the 
old  Confederation,  this  power  in  the  States  ex- 
tended to  the  naturalization  of  aliens,  its  exer- 
cise in  some  of  them  had  produced  serious 
complaints  from  the  other  members  of  the  Con- 
federacy. The  adoption,  of  aliens  into  our  po- 
litical families  as  citizens  by  the  laws  of  one 
State,  gave  to  that  class  of  persons,  by  one  of 
the  articles  of  the  Confederation,  privileges  of 
trade,  and  commerce,  and  immunities  of  citi- 
zenship, in  the  rest  deemed  by  many  to  have 
been  productive  of  serious  inconveniences  to 
their  own  citizens,  and  unreasonable  interfer- 
ence with  their  separate  interests.  The  power 
of  extending  the  benefit  of  naturalization  to 
aliens,  was,  therefore,  in  conformity  with  the 
other  features  of  our  Government,  which  were 
truly  national  in  regard  to  its  external  relations, 
delegated  to  the  General  Government.  With 
this  exception  only,  the  people  of  each  State 
still  retain  and  exercise  the  power  of  conferring 
upon  all  the  various  classes  of  persons  within 
their  respective  State  jurisdictions,  such  rights 
and  privileges  as  to  themselves  shall  appear 
most  conducive  to  their  interest,  and  most  con- 
sonant to  their  own  views  of  justice,  equality, 
and  good  govemment.  Whatever  inconvenien- 
ces may  be  supposed  to  result  from  the  inciden- 
tal operation  of  this  power,  in  relation  to  the 
other  States,  must  be  attributed  therefore  to 
that  principle  of  our  Union,  without  which  our 
National  Government  would  retain  as  little 
perhaps  of  permanency  as  utility. 

The  description  of  persons  disfranchised  by 
the  proposed  constitution  of  Missouri,  have 
been  admitted  to  the  rank  of  freemen  in  other 
States,  and  recognized  as  citizens.  In  the 
State  of  New  York,  for  instance,  they  have  in 
many  cases  more  decisive  characteristics  of  citi- 
zens, and  enjoy  greater  privileges  than  a  large 
class  of  the  free  white  population,  to  whom 
none  would  deny  the  character  of  citizenship. 
Possessed  of  the  qualifications  for  suffrage  re- 
quired by  her  State  constitution,  they  exercise 
the  electoral  right  of  voting  for  the  Executive 
and  Senatorial  departments,  while  a  great 
portion  of  the  free  white  population,  not  in- 
vested with  the  same  qualifications,  enjoy  only 
the  subordinate  privilege  of  electing  delegates 
to  the  House  of  Assembly,  or  are  deprived  alto- 
gether of  the  right  of  suffrage.  As  freemen  of 
that  State  they  are  represented,  even  here,  by 
the  exercise  of  their  electoral  franchise,  in 
virtue  of  their  character  as  a  portion  of  "the 
people    of  the   several   States,"   having   the 
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Missonri,  if  not  paramount  to  the  laws  of  the 
Union,  at  least  effectual  to  defeat  the  rights 
created  under  them  ?  From  every  view  of  this ' 
subject,  the  conclusion  in  my  mind  is  inevitable, 
that  the  State  of  Missouri  must  yield  up  this 
assumption  of  power  to  the  supreme  control  of 
the  national  constitution.  The  citizens  of  the 
other  States  must  enjoy  within  her  jurisdiction 
all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities  of  citi- 
zens, subject  to  no  restraints  or  conditions  not 
equally  imposed  on  the  citizens  of  Missouri  her- 
self. If  the  arbitrary  (I  mean  not,  despotic) 
distinction  created  in  her  constitution  can  be 
maintained,  she  might,  with  equal  right,  extend 
it  much  further,  and  deny  to  all  citizens  of 
other  States  who  had  not,  for  instance,  reached 
the  age  of  forty  years,  or  who  shall  be  born 
after  her  admission  into  the  Union,  the  right  of 
emigration  to  the  State. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Baeboue,  of  Virginia,  took  the 
floor.  He  had  not  expected,  he  said,  to  have 
engaged  in  this  discussion  to-day,  and  should 
necessarily,  therefore,  speak  without  prepara- 
tion; but  he  promised  the  committee,  that, 
in  the  few  remarks  which  he  should  submit, 
he  should  observe  every  possible  degree  of 
brevity. 

The  subject  now  under  consideration,  he  said, 
was  one  which  had  become  painful  to  the  na- 
tion, and,  he  feared,  painful  to  the  House.  But 
it  was  one  to  be  decided,  and  it  was  his  most 
earnest  wish  that  the  decision  should  be  such 
as  to  avert  any  possible  evil  foreseen  by  any 
of  the  gentlemen  who  had  discussed  the  subject. 
What,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  the  provision  of  the 
constitution  which  has  been  referred  to  as  be- 
ing violated  ?  It  is,  that  "  the  citizens  of  each 
State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  im- 
munities of  citizens  in  the  several  States."  And 
this  provision  of  the  constitution  was  said  to  be 
contradicted  by  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  be- 
cause a  clause  in  the  latter  enjoins  on  the  Legis- 
lature to  pass  such  laws  for  the  exclusion  from 
the  State  of  people  of  a  certain  description.  To 
maintain  this  proposition,  the  opponents  of 
Missouri  would  have  to  make  out  that  the  per- 
sons thus  proposed  to  be  excluded  are  citizens 
of  the  States.  The  member  from  Pennsylvania 
had  yesterday  told  the  House  that  he  would 
not  undertake  to  say  what  a  citizen  is.  In  that 
particular,  Mr.  B.  said,  in  his  estimation,  the 
gentleman  did  not  perform  a  duty  which  de- 
volved on  him.  On  whom,  in  this  case,  did 
the  burden  of  proof  devolve  ?  We,  said  Mi-.  B., 
offer  the  constitution  of  a  new  State,  formed 
under  the  authority  of  law.  You  oppose  it,  be- 
cause you  say  it  is  incompatible  with  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  With  what  pro- 
vision is  it  incompatible  3  With  that  which  has 
been  already  stated.  Did  it  not  then  belong  to 
gentlemen  who  oppose  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri to  show,  that  those  people  whom  she  pro- 
poses to  exclude  are  citizens,  in  the  sense  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  before  they 
asserted  that  the  constitution  of  Missouri  was 
irreconcilstble  with  that  of  the  United  States 


"  qualifications  for  electors  of  the  most  numer- 
ous branch  of  the  State  Legislatures."  It  would 
be  no  difficult  task,  by  referring  to  the  consti- 
tutions and  laws  of  many  other  States,  to  point 
out  the  same  recognition  of  this  class  of  persons 
as  free  citizens ;  but  a  more  decisive  evidence 
of  the  soundness  of  this  conclusion,  is  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  principles  and  practice  of  the 
National  Government  itself.  The  laws  of  the 
United  States  for  the  protection  of  American 
seamen  from  impressment  have  been  construed 
(and  without  question  of  the  correctness  of  such 
an  interpretation)  to  extend  to  this  class  of  per- 
sons. As  "  citizens  of  the  United  States,"  ac- 
cording to  the  terms  of  the  act,  they  have  uni- 
formly received  certificates  of  protection  for 
their  security  against  the  violation  of  their 
rights.  The  impressment  of  persons  of  this  very 
description,  among  others,  contributed  to  our 
loud  and  just  complaints  against  the  violence  of 
a  foreign  power.  In  the  ofiScial  returns  of  im- 
pressed Ainerioan  citizens  heretofore  formally 
communicated  to  this  House,  will_  be  found 
many  of  this  class.  It  was  then  justly  con- 
sidered that  the  oppression  of  seamen  of  this 
description,  by  the  agents  of  a  foreign  Govern- 
ment, involved  the  violation  of  our  national 
sovereignty. 

To  estabUsh  a  doctrine  in  relation  to  this 
class  of  persons  who  have  been  thus  recognized 
by  different  States  as  free  citizens,  which 
should  deprive  them  of  the  benefit  of  this  clause 
of  our  national  constitution,  would,  in  many 
cases  deeply  affecting  their  personal  rights,  be 
productive  of  peculiar  hardship  and  injustice. 
Let  us  suppose  that  one  of  this  class,  in  the 
State  of  Missouri,  dying  intestate,  should  leave 
the  inheritance  of  his  lands  to  his  children,  also 
free,  but  residing  in  Pennsylvania,  and  there 
invested  with  the  rights  of  citizens.  What 
power  among  us  could  rightfully  be  exerted 
consistently  with  the  privileges  secured  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  to  deprive 
them  of  the  enjoyment  of  such  an  inheritance  ? 
What  principle  of  sovereignty  reserved  by  our 
compact  to  the  State  of  Missouri,  could  thus 
limit  the  operation  of  the  supreme  right  of 
Pennsylvania  to  confer  upon  the  citizens  which 
she  had  adopted  or  recognized  these  privileges  ? 

But  the  exercise  of  such  a  power  by  the 
Legislature  of  Missouri  would  not  only  thus  de- 
feat one  of  the  greatest  blessings  of  the  Union, 
but  might  operate  as  a  control  on  the  power  of 
the  General  Government  itself.  Let  us  consider 
the  effect  of  a  measure  of  this  sort,  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  that  State,  in  its  operation  on  a  per- 
sonal right  derived  from  the  United  States.  I 
know  of  no  impediment  to  persons  of  this  de- 
scription becoming  purchasers  of  the  public 
lands,  and  deriving  title  to  them  from  others. 
In  the  case,  too,  of  the  distribution  of  the  mili- 
tary bounty  lands,  patents  may  issue  to  persons 
of  this  class.  Inseparably  annexed  to  such  a 
grant  is  the  right  of  occupation ;  and  can  we 
successfully  maintain  a  doctrine  which  might 
in  this  way  indirectly  render  the  State  laws  of 
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The  gentleman  frota  Pennsylvania  would  not 
Bay  aflSrmatively  what  makes  a  citizen,  but  he 
said  that,  to  constitute  a  man  a  citizen,  it  was 
not  indispensable  that  he  should  have  a  right  of 
voting.  To  make  any  reasoning  conclusive, 
Mr.  B.  said,  we  must  distinctly  see,  in  the  out- 
set, what  one  side  admits,  and  what  the  other 
denies.  To  know  this  was  indispensable  to 
a  correct  conclusion  on  any  disputed  point. 
Let  us  then  inquire,  said  he,  who  are  citizens  ? 
For,  in  his  humble  opinion;  that  point,  which 
the  member  from  Pennsylvania  did  not  choose 
to  discuss,  lay  at-  the  root  of  this  question,  and 
its  decision  was  unavoidable. 

1  wiU  undertake,  said  Mr.  B.,  what  the  mem- 
ber from  Pennsylvania  would  not.  I  will  de- 
fine what  is  meant  by  the  term  citizen — what 
are  the  qualities  which  constitute  citizenship. 
He  might  mistake,  he  said,  in  this  position; 
but,  according  to  the  best  lights  he  had,  it  was 
correct ;  and  if  so,  it  would  seem  to  lead  to  a 
conclusion  directly  contrary  to  that  drawn  by 
the  member  from  Pennsylvania.  The  term 
citizen,  Mr  B.  said,  could  not  with  propriety  be 
applied  to  any  one  unless  under  these  circum- 
stances :  that  he  should  be  possessed  of  all  at 
least  of  the  civil  rights,  if  not  of  the  political, 
of  every  other  person  in  the  community,  under 
like  circumstances,  of  which  he  is  not  deprived 
for  some  cause  personal  to  himself. 

If,  said  he,  I  am  correct  in  this  deiinition,  let 
us  proceed  to  apply  it  to  the  people  who  are 
the  subject  of  this  inquiry,  and  see  how  far 
their  condition  places  them  within  the  scope 
of  it. 

This,  however,  was  not  the  view  of  the  ques- 
tion which  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  present- 
ing. In  the  view  which  he  was  about  to  take, 
he  should  proceed  upon  the  supposition  that 
the  constitution  of  Missouri  was  properly  be- 
fore the  committee  for  consideration,  and  that 
the  true  inquiry  was,  does  this  constitution  con- 
tain, or  not,  any  provision  incompatible  with 
the  superior  provisions  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion ?  It  would  be  his  endeavor  to  show  that  it 
does  not.  Whatever  opinion  he  might  enter- 
tain of  the  condition  of  the  State,  or  of  the 
powers  of  this  House  in  relation  to  it,  it  did  not 
impinge  on  the  view  that  he  should  present, 
which  admitted,  for  the  opponents  of  Missouri, 
the  position  most  favorable  to  them,  that  the 
constitution  was  now  properly  submitted  for 
consideration,  and  for  the  examination  of  the 
question  whether  it  contains  any  provisions  in 
conflict  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

Before  he  proceeded  to  do  this,  however,  he 
said,  he  would  dismiss  the  objections  which 
might  be  offered  to  the  definition  which  he  had 
taken  the  liberty  to  give.  It  might  be  said, 
for  example,  that  even  in  Virginia  one  white 
man  is  entitled  to  a  particular  right,  while 
another  is  not.  Still,  Mr.  B.  said,  his  defini- 
tion applied,  because  all  under  like  circum- 
stances had  like  rights.  Show  me,  in  Virginia, 
said  he,  or  in  any  other  State  with  the  laws  of 


which  I  am  acquainted,  any  white  man  who  is 
deprived  of  the  rights  of  other  white  men  simi- 
larly circumstanced.  Etery  white  man  of 
Virginia  who  has  a  freehold,  votes.  Females 
do  not  vote ;  but  all  females  do  not  vote.  All 
white  persons  in  Virginia  may  sue  and  be  sued ; 
all  are  entitled  to  the  great  civil  rights  of  per- 
sonal liberty  and  the  free  possession  and  enjoy- 
ment of  personal  property;  It  was  no  objec- 
tion, therefore,  to  the  definition  which  Mr.  B. 
had  presented,  that,  in  a  community,  there 
were  distinctions,  some  having  rights  which 
others  have  not ;  becfnse  they  were  not  in  like 
circumstances.  A  young  man  under  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years  cannot  make  awiU;  but 
all  persons  imder  like  circumstances  are  sub- 
ject to  the  same  disability.  A  man  above  forty- 
five  years  of  age  is  exempted  from  mUitia  duty ; 
but  all  above  the  age  of  forty-five  are  exempt. 
Show  me  an  instance,  said  Mr.  B.,  in  any  State 
in  this  Union,  where,  among  white  men,  rights 
are  enjoyed  by  some  which  are  forbidden  to 
others  under  IDje  circumstances.  It  cannot  be 
shown. 

Is  there,  then,  said  he,  pursuing  the  purpose 
of  his  argument,  a  State  of  this  Union  in  which 
colored  men  have  all  the  civil  rights  of  any 
other  citizens  in  the  community  to  which  they 
belong  ?  He  proceeded  to  examine  the  laws  of 
the  several  States  on  this  subject.  In  Virginia, 
a  colored  man — yes,  even  a  slave,  and  of  that 
class  over  whom  it  was  supposed,  by  those  un- 
acquainted with  facts,  that  so  much  tyranny 
was  exercised — is  secured  against  at  least  one 
undue  degree  of  personal  violence.  The  free 
man  of  color  rises  higher — to  the  dignity  of  the 
right  to  sue  and  to  be  sued,  to  acquire  property, 
to  make  contracts.  He  was  yet  under  one 
signal  political  disability — he  is  not  allowed  the 
right  of  suffrage ;  and  under  an  impoi-tant  civil 
disability,  not  being  allowed  to  give  testimony 
in  any  suit  in  which  a  white  man  is  a  party. 
In  North  Carolina,  persons  of  this  description 
are  indulged  in  the  highest  pohtical  privilege, 
the  right  of  suffrage,  and  are  yet  deprived  of 
the  privilege  of  giving  testimony  in  any  case  in 
which  a  white  man  is  a  party — a  privilege 
which  can  only  be  wrested  from  a  white  man 
for  some  cause  particular  to  himself.  In  Vir- 
ginia, further,  in  regard  to  manumitted  slaves, 
considering  them  as  hostile  to  public  peace,  as 
the  brand  of  discord  between  the  whites  and 
another  class  of  persons,  it  was  declared,  by 
the  law,  that  every  manumitted  slave  should, 
within  twelve  months  after  the  act  of  manu- 
mission, leave  the  State,  or  forfeit  the  rights  he 
had  acquired. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  not,  as  he  might,  go 
further  into  detail  on  this  point :  it  was  suffi- 
cient to  say,  in  general,  that  free  people  of 
color  are  in  aU  the  States  deprived  of  many  of 
the  rights  of  white  men.  Was  there  any 
State  in  the  Union  in  which  they  were  in  the 
full  enjoyment  of  civil  rights?  Mr.  B.  said  he 
took  some  degree  of  interest  in  looking  to  the 
laws  of  Massachusetts  in  regard  to  this  desorip- 
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tion  of  people,  who,  it  had  been  said,  enjoyed 
in  that  State  an  unqualified  equality  with  the 
whites.  But  he  found,  on  examination,  it  was 
otherwise.  He  found  a  penalty  was  imposed 
by  a  law  of  fifty  pounds  on  any  minister  who 
marries  a  white  with  a  colored  person,  and  it 
was  declared,  that  any  such  marriages  should 
be  null  and  void  in  law — and  on  what  grounds? 
Not  upon  the  ground  of  crime  in  the  parties, 
carrying  with  it  disability.  "Was  it  it  not  upon 
the  ground  of  the  disqualification  of  one  of  the 
parties  to  make  that  particular  contract  ?  How 
disqualified?  Because  of  his  color,  certainly. 
The  party  may  be  of  age — in  the  exercise  of  his 
sound  senses;  he  may  be  able  to  make  con- 
tracts in  relation  to  property ;  but,  in  regard  to 
marriage — in  that  particular  in  which,  above 
all  other  things,  we  ought  to  pursue  our  own 
happiness,  in  our  own  way,  he  may  not  con- 
tract, but  under  certain  circumstances,  that  is, 
with  a  person  of  color.  "Whom  God  has  joined, 
let  no  man  put  asunder — but  in  old  Massachu- 
setts they  do  put  asunder  the  colored  person 
who  intermarries  with  the  white. 

We  find,  then,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  in  the  East 
and  North,  as  weU  as  in  the  South  and  West, 
there  are  certain  distinctions  growing  out  of 
color.  They  are  distinctions  founded  in  the 
best  good  sense,  in  the  preservation  of  public 
morality  and  of  the  dignity  of  our  nature,  and 
in  the  consideration  that  between  the  whites 
and  the  blacks  there  never  can  be  an  incorpora- 
tion which  is  calculated  to  add  to  the  happiness 
or  elevate  the  dignity  of  either  party.  Mr.  B. 
asked,  in  further  illustration  of  the  denial  of 
civil  rights,  even  in  the  Eastern  States,  to 
colored  persons,  whether  a  colored  man  had 
ever  been  known  to  sit  on  a  jury?  He  was 
told  not.  This  attempt  to  maintain  a  principle 
in  theory,  which  was  abandoned  in  practice, 
forcibly  reminded  him  of  an  incident  in  Roman 
history.  It  was  known  that  there  was  a  long 
and  severe  contest  in  that  republic  between  the 
patricians  and  the  plebeians,  in  relation  to  a 
claim  set  up  by  the  latter,  of  the  right  of  being 
elected  to  the  Consulship ;  and  yet,  after  this- 
pretension  was  acquiesced  in,  a  century  perhaps 
elapsed  before  any  plebeian  was  actually  elected. 
Was  there  any  other  State  in  this  Union,  Mr. 
B.  asked,  which  had  declared  the  free  man  of 
color  to  be  equal  in  his  civU  and  political 
rights  to  the  white  man  ?  If  so,  he  called  on 
gentlemen  to  produce  it. 

There  was  a  time,  Mr.  B.  went  on  to  say, 
when  the  man  of  color  and  the  white  man  were 
not  equal  in  any  part  of  this  country,  even  in 
theory.  The  population  which  came  to  this 
country  from  abroad  were  Europeans  or  the 
descendants  of  Europeans.  They  found  the 
aborigines  here,  but,  as  far  as  they  came  from 
abroad,  they  were  of  European  birth  or  descent. 
This  other  race,  said  Mr.  B.,  got  among  us  after- 
wards. I  deeply  regret  that  they  did.  When 
they  came,  they  were  slaves.  He  called  upon 
gentlemen  to  show  the  words,  in  any  of  the 
State  constitutions,  which  declare  that  a  man 


of  color,  become  or  born  free,  shall  be  elevated 
to  the  grade  of  the  whites.  He  vs^ould  refer, 
he  said,  to  some  clauses  in  constitutions  on 
which  he  supposed  gentlemen  would  rely  to 
prove  this;  but  he  would  show  that  those 
clauses  would  not  bear  them  out. 

Do  you  find  it,  said  he,  in  the  constitution  of 
New  York  or  Massachusetts,  that  free  people 
of  color  shaU  vote?  No;  you  wiU  find  that 
every  male  person  or  male  inhabitant  shall  vote; 
and,  under  this  clause,  it  is  said  that  free  per- 
sons of  color  have  equal  rights  with  the  whites. 
If  upon  that  construction,  these  persons  are  con- 
sidered as  citizens,  who  else  are?  Aliens  are 
male  persons.  Were  gentlemen  prepared  to 
say,  that  an  Englishman  or  an  Irishman,  hav- 
ing a  six  months'  residence,  and  being  a  free 
citizen,  should  have  a  right  to  vote  at  all  elec- 
tions? He  would  state  a  case  yet  more  im- 
pressive, deriving  an  argument  from  the  condi- 
tion of  certain  unhappy  remnants  of  the  aborigi- 
nals  lingering  out  their  wretched  lives  among 
the  inhabitants  of  these  States  ;  there  were 
some  of  those  persons  in  Massachusetts  and 
some  in  other  States.  Are  they  not  free  per- 
sons ?  Yet,  do  you  suffer  them  to  vote,  or  to 
sue  and  be  sued  ?  Do  you  receive  them  as 
witnesses?  Are  they  entitled  to  those  civil, 
much  less  those  political  rights,  which  are  re- 
quired to  constitute  them  a  part  of  the  body 
politic  ?  Was  ever  one  of  them  a  juror  or  a 
witness  ?  Can  they  elect  or  be  elected  to  any 
office  ?  Can  they  hold  property,  except  under 
regulations  which  are  prescribed  to  them,  and 
presci-ibed,  too,  by  legislatures  in  which  they 
are  not  represented?  They  cannot.  What  is 
the  distinction  between  their  case  and  that  of 
the  free  people  of  color?  They  equally  come 
into  the  definition  of  male  persons  and  male  in- 
habitants. Would  any  gentleman  contend  that 
Indians  are  citizens  of  every  State  in  the  Union, 
because  they  reside  within  any  one  of  them? 
He  presumed  not. 

It  seemed  to  him,  Mr.  B.  said,  that,  on  a  re- 
view of  all  the  facts  connected  with  this  subject, 
it  would  be  found,  that  free  persons  of  color 
have  been  considered  a  nondescript  class.  In 
some  States  they  have  some  civil  rights'-  in 
others  more.  In  some  States  they  have  some 
political  rights ;  in  others,  none.  It  never  had 
entered,  he  was  persuaded,  into  the  mind  of  any 
member  of  the  Legislature  of  any  State  that 
they  were  citizens,  under  the  definition  which 
he  had  laid  down.  Had  Virginia,  he  asked,  vio- 
lated the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  when 
she  said  that  persons  of  color  made  free  should 
depart  her  territory  ?  He  presumed  no  gentle- 
man would  contend  that  she  had.  If  not,  how 
could  It  be  said,  that  she  had  a  right  to  get  rid 
of  persons  of  that  description  already  within  her 
limits,  and  yet  that  she  could  not  exclude  a  new 
torrent  of  that  population  attempted  to  be 
poured  m  upon  her  ? 

The  member  from  New  York  had  put  to  the 
committee  a  number  of  cases,  all  of  which  Mr 
a.  said,  if  he  mistook  not,  were  susceptible  of  a 
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ready  answer.  It  would  be  found,  indeed,  that 
most  of  them  were  hut  different  statements  of 
the  same  proposition,  and  at  last  depend  on  the 
application  of  a  principle.  Suppose,  said  the 
gentleman,  one  of  these  persons  residing  in  New 
York  to  acquire  a  right  to  a  patent  to  land  in 
Missouri;  and  shall  he  be  entitled  to  the  fee 
simple,  and  yet  not  entitled  to  occupancy  of  the 
land  ?  The  gentleman  would  see,  Mr.  B.  said, 
that  the  free  negro  of  Virginia  had  the  same 
right  to  acquire  property  in  Virginia  as  the  free 
negro  in  New  York  could  have  to  acquire  it  in 
Missouri ;  yet,  being  by  law  excluded  from  the 
State,  he  could  not  occupy  it.  The  gentleman's 
argument  proved,  therefore,  that,  quo  ad  the 
right  of  purchase,  the  free  people  of  color  had 
civil  rights,  but  not  that  they  have  all  civil 
rights.  Oould  it  be  argued  because  they  had 
one  civil  right,  that  they  therefore  have  all  ? 
Might  it  not  as  well  be  argued,  because  a  man 
has  one  political  right,  he  therefore  has  aU  po- 
litical rights  ? 

With  respect  to  the  power  of  naturalization, 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  had  correctly 
stated  that  the  States  have  a  right  to  declare 
who  shall  be  citizens  thereof  respectively.  Ay, 
said  Mr.  B.,  have  they  so  ?  Has  not  Missouri, 
then,  the  right  to  say  who  shall  be  entitled  to 
citizenship  within  her  limits  ?  Or  is  she  alone 
to  be  kept  in  a  state  of  pupilage,  and  are  we  to 
say  to  her  now,  as  gentlemen  wished  to  have 
said  to  her  at  the  last  session,  you  shall  not 
have  all  the  rights  enjoyed  by  the  other  States 
of  the  Union?  If  Missouri  says  that  certain 
persons  shall  not  be  her  citizens,  has  any  other 
State  a  right  to  say  such  persons  shall  be  your 
citizens,  whether  you  wiU  or  not  ?  Did  not  the 
right,  the  existence  of  which  had  been  acknowl- 
edged by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  in- 
volve a  power  of  making  its  exercise  effectual? 
It  was  idle  to  say  that  a  State  had  aright  to  de- 
cide this  question,  and  yet  that  other  persons 
had  a  right  to  overrule  that  decision,  and  be  its 
citizens  whether  it  would  or  not. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  knew  that  the  powers  of  the 
States  had  been  greatly  abridged  by  construc- 
tions of  the  constitution.  He  feared  they  would 
be  yet  more  so.  But  he  hoped  it  would,  not  be 
here  contended,  that  the  rights  of  a  State  shall 
be  so  far  abridged  as  that  it  shall  not  have 
power  to  protect  its  own  safety  and  its  own 
morals.  If  a  man  afflicted  with  a  pestilent 
disease  approached  the  shore  of  a  State,  there 
was  certainly  a  right  to  keep  him  off.  If  vaga- 
bonds and  fugitives  from  justice  infest  a  State, 
they  may  certainly  be  expelled  from  it.  What 
was  the  consequence  of  such  a  preservative 
power  ?  We  ia  the  Southern  States,  said  Mr. 
B.,  consider  this  description  of  population  the 
most  dangerous  to  the  community  that  can 
possibly  be  conceived.  They  are  just  enough 
elevated  to  have  some  sense  of  liberty,  and  yet 
not  the  capacity  to  estimate  or  enjoy  all  its 
rights,  if  they  had  them — and  being  between 
two  societies,  above  one  and  below  the  other, 
they  are  in  the  most  dissatisfied  state.     They 
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are  themselves  perpetual  monuments  of  discon- 
tent, and  firebrands  to  the  other  class  of  their 
own  color.  And  if  the  time  ever  come  when 
the  flames  of  servile  war  enwrap  this  Union  in 
a  general  blaze,  perhaps  we  may  have  to  look 
to  them  as  the  primary  cause  of  such  horrors. 
Has  not  a  State,  then,  a  right  to  get  rid  of  them  ? 
They  are  not  citizens  in  Missouri,  and  Missouri 
has  as  much  right  to  say  they  should  not  be,  as 
Massachusetts  had  to  say  that  a  black  man  shall 
not,  within  her  limits,  marry  a  white  woman. 
Has  not  Missouri  a  right  to  send  off  beyond  her 
limits  persons  of  cWor  when  free?  Virginia 
has  done  it,  and  Missouri  must  have  the  same 
right  as  Virginia.  And  here  Mr.  B.  repeated 
his  question,  had  Missouri  a  power  to  get  rid  of 
all  the  free  people  of  color  now  there,  aud  yet 
not  the  power  to  prevent  others  from  going 
there? 

When  Mr.  BiEBOtrE  concluded,  there  seemed 
not  to  be  a  disposition  in  any  person  to  rise. 

Mr.  Smtth,  of  Virginia,  said  that  he  wished 
to  present  his  views  on  the  subject,  but  was  not 
prepared  to  do  so  this  afternoon.  He  therefore 
asked  that  the  committee  should  rise,  and  ask 
leave  to  sit  again. 

The  committee,  however,  refused  to  rise. 

Mr.  Aeohbe,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  he,  too, 
wished  to  address  the  House  on  this  question, 
but  was  prevented  from  doing  so  to-day  by 
bodily  indisposition. 

Another  motion  for  the  committee  to  rise 
was  negatived. 

At  length,  however,  after  one  or  two  more 
refusals,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the 
resolution  to  the  House ;  and,  after  several  in- 
effectual attempts,  a  motion  at  length  prevailed 
to  lay  it  on  the  table. 


Sattjedat,  December  9. 
Missouri — GitizensMp  of  Free  Persons  of  Color. 

The  House  having  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  resolve  declaring  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union, 
'  Mr.  A.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  having  obtained 
the  floor,  addressed  the  Chair.  He  said  that 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  contains  a 
clause  that  "  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be 
entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of 
citizens  in  the  several  States ;"  and  the  consti- 
tution formed  for  the  State  of  Missouri  contains 
a  clause,  making  it  the  duty  of  the  Legislature 
of  that  State  to  pass  such  laws  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary "  to  prevent  free  negroes  and  mulattoes 
from  coming  to,  and  settling  in,  that  State, 
under  any  pretext  whatsoever;"  and  it  has 
become  a  question  whether  the  clause  in  the 
constitution  of'  Missouri  is  repugnant  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  He  would 
attempt,  he  said,  to  show  that  there  was  no 
such  repugnance. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  pro- 
vides that  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  en- 
titled to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citi- 
zens in  the  several  States.  This  can  only  apply  to 
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citizens  who  are,  in  their  own  States,  entitled 
to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens. 
Can  it  be  shown  that  free  negroes  are  such 
citizens  in  any  one  of  the  States  as  are  entitled 
to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  ? 
A  citizen  is  he  who  is  entitled  to  the  freedom 
and  privileges  of  the  body  politic,  and  has  a 
share  in  its  government.  In  Rome  every  citi- 
zen was  enrolled  in  one  of  the  thirty-five  tribes, 
and,  consequently,  had  the  right  of  suffrage. 
When  we  apply  the  term  "  citizens"  to  the  in- 
habitants of  States,  it  means  those  who  are 
members  of  the  political  community. 

The  civil  law  determined  the  condition  of  the 
son  by  that  of  the  father.  A  man  whose  father 
was  not  a  citizen  was  allowed  to  be  a  perpetual 
inhabitant,  but  not  a  citizen,  imless  citizenship 
was  conferred  on  him.  I  consider  him  as  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  is  entitled  to 
every  personal  right  of  a  civil  and  political  na- 
ture common  to  the  great  body  of  the  political 
community.  The  distinguishing  characteristic 
of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  is  the  posses- 
sion of  those  capacities  which  a  foreigner  ob- 
tains by  naturalization.  Those  are :  1st,  a  capa- 
city to  take  a  freehold ;  2d,  to  vote  at  elections ; 
8d,  to  be  elected,  having  the  requisite  qualifica- 
tions of  age,  residence,  and  property.  He  who 
possesses  these  capacities  is  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  within  the  meaning  of  the  clause 
of  the  constitution  under  consideration ;  and  he 
who  does  not  possess  these  capacities  is  not. 
The  free  negro  is  not  entitled  to  those  civil  and 
political  rights  in  the  United  States,  or  in  any 
State  that  adopted  the  constitution.  Let  the 
State  constitution  be  shown,  which  declares  the 
free  negro  to  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights  of 
citizenship,  or  the  code  of  State  laws  that  places 
him  on  an  equality  in  all  respects  as  to  privi- 
leges with  the  white  citizen. 

The  Revolution  found  the  negro  in  America 
a  slave.  Where  are  the  acts  or  constitutions 
which  have  declared  him  a  citizen,  entitled  to 
all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States  ?  They  have  no  existence. 
He  is  everywhere  inferior  to  the  white  man,  as 
well  by  the  laws  of  the  States  as  of  the  United 
States.  In  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  always 
foremost  in  the  work  of  liberty,  the  free  negro 
is  under  considerable  disabilities — one  of  which 
is,  that  he  is  not  enrolled  in  the  militia.  If  he 
comes  into  that  State  from  another,  he  must 
show  a  certificate  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
of  his  freedom,  or  he  will  be  seized  and  deport- 
ed. In  Delaware  free  negroes  convicted  of 
larceny  may  be  sold.  If  one  of  them  comes 
into  that  State  from  another,  he  forfeits  ten 
dollars  per  week  for  the  time  of  his  stay,  and 
if  he  does  not  pay  the  penalty  he  is  sold.  In 
Yirginia  the  free  negro  has  no  political,  and 
very  few  civil  rights.  He  is  forbidden  to  come 
into  that  State ;  and  if  he  does  come,  he  is 
seized  and  removed.  In  Ohio  he  is  not  per- 
mitted to  vote,  and  in  North  Carolina,  although 
he  is  allowed  the  right  of  suffrage,  yet  he,  and 
his  posterity  to  the  third  generation,  are  refused 


the  privilege  of  giving  testimony  in  a  court  of 
justice,  where  a  white  man  is  a  party.  By  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  the  negro  is  refused 
the  privilege  of  being  naturalized ;  and  in  the 
code  adopted  for  the  government  of  this  District, 
(which  is  the  laws  of  the  adjacent  States,)  it  is 
provided  that,  on  the  trial  of  a  free  negro  for  a 
crime  a  slave  may  be  a  witness;  that  a  free_  ne- 
gro may  not  marry  a  white  woman ;  that  it  is 
criminal  to  employ  him,  unless  he  has  a  certifi- 
cate of  registry;  that  he  may  not  keep  or  carry 
arms,  and  is  punishable  for  lifting  his  hand 
against  a  white  man ;  and  by  the  law  incorpo- 
rating the  City  of  Washington,  passed  by  this 
present  Congress,  a  colored  servant  is  made 
liable  to  be  punished  by  stripes  for  a  breach  of 
the  ordinances  of  the  city. 

It  is  not  every  person  who  is  bom  in  a  State, 
and  born  free,  that  becomes  a  member  of  the 
political  community.  The  Indians,  born  in  the 
States,  continue  to  be  aliens ;  and  so,  I  contend, 
do  the  free  negroes,  where  the  laws  have  not 
otherwise  provided.  A  savage  cannot  be  a 
member  of  a  civilized  community ;  he  is  inca- 
pable of  exercising  political  rights ;  and  nature 
seems  to  have  made  the  negro  a  perpetual  alien 
to  the  white  man.  Slaves  are  aliens.  Alien- 
age was  the  first  foundation  of  slavery.  Citi- 
zenship belongs  to  the  civilized  freeman.  It  is 
for  Congress  to  provide  a  rule  of  naturalization 
that  may  admit  to  the  rights  of  citizenship  the 
civilized  descendants  of  Indians  and  Africans. 
The  States  have  no  authority  to  admit  citizens. 
When  Congress  have  refused  to  naturalize  any 
free  negro,  can  it  be  tolerated  that  the  master 
of  a  negro  slave  should  have  power  to  make 
him  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  entitled  to  all 
the  privileges  of  citizens  in  the  several  States ! 
Who,  then,  are  citizens  of  the  United  States? 
I  would  answer,  1st,  those  subjects  of  Great 
Britain  who,  being  entitled  to  aU  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  British  subjects,  became  American 
citizens  by  the  Revolution  ;  2d,  those  who  were 
declared  citizens,  or  naturalized  by  the  States, 
previous  to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States ;  3d,  European  foreigners 
naturalized  in  conformity  to  the  law  of  Con- 
gress ;  and  I  would  add,  4th,  the  children  born 
in  the  country  of  aliens,  who  were  of  a  descrip- 
tion that  might  have  been  naturalized.  Since 
the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  no 
State  has  had  a  right  to  naturalize  an  alien; 
and,  therefore,  I  contend  that  no  State  can 
make  citizens  of  its  slaves ;  and  that,  if  the 
father  is  incapable  of  naturalization,  birth  vrill 
not  make  the  son  a  citizen. 

_  The  mass  of  mankind  in  this  country  may  be 
divided  into  two  classes— free  people  and  slaves ; 
but  the  class  of  free  people  includes  many  who 
are  not  citizens.  The  same  mass  may  be  divid- 
ed into  three  classes— citizens,  aliens,  and 
denizens ;  the  latter  description  of  persons  be- 
mg  those  who  are  admitted  to  some  portion  of 
the  nghts  and  privileges  of  citizens,  but  not  to 
aU  those  nghts  and  privileges.  Such  of  the  free 
negroes,  m  our  country,  as  are  not  aliens,  may 
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be  denizens,  but  none  of  them,  it  is  apprehend- 
ed, are  citizens  within  the  meaning  of  the  clause 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  which 
is  under  consideration.  The  free  negro  who 
would  claim  all  the  privileges  and  immunities 
of  a  citizen  in  another  State,  must  show  a  right 
to  aU  those  privileges  and  immunities  in  his 
own. 

I  shall  contend,  sir,  that  a  State  possesses  the 
right  of  excluding  from  settling  within  its  limits 
even  the  citizens  of  another  State. 

Has  not  every  county  and  parish  a  right  to 
exclude  paupers  and  vagrants?  May  not  every 
city  and  town  exclude  persons  having  infectious 
diseases,  although  they  are  citizens  ?  If  New 
York  may  exclude  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia 
when  the  latter  city  is  visited  with  yellow  fever, 
and  if  New  Tork  may  do  the  same  under  the 
like  circumstance,  what  gives  to  them  this 
right?  The  right  of  self-preservation  confers 
this  right  of  exclnsion.  And  if  a  town  possesses 
this  right  of  exclusion,  founded  on  the  right  of 
self-preservation,  does  not  a  State  possess  it? 
May  Virginia  send  40,000  free  negroes  to  settle 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  has  the  latter  State 
no  power  to  exclude  them?  May  Massachu- 
setts or  Peimsylvania  send  a  few  thousand  of 
their  citizens  into  Ehode  Island  and  Delaware, 
there  to  exercise  the  privilege  of  suffrage,  and 
thereby  bring  Ehode  Island  under  the  power 
of  Massachusetts,  or  Delaware  nnder  the  power 
of  Pennsylvania  ?  Some  members  may  recol- 
lect that,  not  many  years  since,  the  citizens  of 
Baltimore,  of  a  certain  political  party,  resolved 
to  direct  the  elections  of  Annapolis,  by  hiring 
a  number  of  men  to  go  to  Annapolis,  there  to 
remain  six  months,  to  qualify  them  to  vote  at 
elections.  Might  not  the  councils  of  a  State  be 
changed  by  the  like  means,  if  the  State  has  no 
power  to  exclude  intruders  ?  Sir,  every  State 
has  the  right  of  self-preservation.  If  it  is 
proved  that  a  State  has  the  right  to  exclude 
the  leper  from  coming  and  settling  therein,  the 
construction  contended  for  on  the  other  side, 
that  a  State  can  exclude  no  citizen  of  another 
State,  is  overthrown.  The  health  laws  of  every 
city  and  State  refute  the  argument. 

Usage  expounds  the  law.  The  States  pos- 
sess the  right  of  exclnsion ;  for  they  have  ex- 
ercised it,  and  Congress  has  sanctioned  the 
right.  In  the  act  of  the  last  session  for  incor- 
porating the  City  of  Washington,  power  is 
granted  to  the  corporation  "  to  enforce  the  de- 
partm-e  of  such  vagrants  and  paupers  as  may 
come  into  the  city  to  reside,  unless  they  give 
ample  security,  and  to  prescribe  the  terms  on 
which  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  may  reside 
in  the  city."  All  powers  not  granted  to  the 
General  Government  are  retained  by  the  States. 
Have  the  States  granted  to  Congress  their  pow- 
er to  exclude  dangerous  persons  from  settling 
within  their  limits  ?  I  do  not  find  that  they 
have  granted  this  power  to  Congress. 

I  shall  contend  that  whatever  be  the  just  in- 
terpretation of  the  clause  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  under  consideration,  it 


ought  to  he  submitted  for  investigation  and  de- 
termination to  the  Judiciary.  There  are  many 
parts  of  the  constitution  which  are  addressed 
particularly  to  Congress;  such  are  aU  those 
giving  power  to  Congress,  or  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  or  to  any  depart- 
ment or  officer  thereof.  There  are  other  parts 
of  the  constitution  which  are  laws  formed  by 
the  people,  and  addressed  directly  to  the  Judi- 
ciary. Those  parts  require  no  legislation  by 
Congress;  the  constitution  being  the  supreme 
law.  The  clause  under  consideration  is  one  of 
them ;  it  vests  no  ^wer  in  Congress ;  it  calls 
for  no  legislation ;  it  confers  privileges  and  im- 
munities on  individuals;  Congress  cannot  di- 
minish or  increase  them;  what  are  they  the 
Judiciary  should  decide. 

The  clause  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri  is 
not  a  law  in  itself,  as  is  the  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  to  which  it  is 
said  to  stand  opposed.  It  directs  that  a  law 
shall  he  passed.  I  venture  to  predict,  with  con- 
fidence, that  no  law  will  be  passed  in  pursuance 
of  this  direction,  by  the  Legislature  of  Missouri, 
that  wiU  contravene  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  The  members  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Missouri  will  be  sworn  to  support  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States ;  they  will 
not  be  sworn  to  support  the  constitution  of 
Missouri,  and  they  wiE  know  that  their  acts 
contrary  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  will  be  void.  They  will,  therefore,  give 
to  the  constitution  of  their  State,  a  construction 
consistent  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 
When  Mr.  S.  had  concluded — 
Mr.  SiEONa,  of  New  York,  said,  the  magni- 
tude and  importance  of  the  subject  under  con- 
sideration must  be  his  apology  for  claiming  a 
small  share  of  the  attention  and  patience  of 
honorable  members,  while  he  submitted  the 
reasons  for  the  vote  he  was  about  to  give.  1 
shall  endeavor,  said  he,  to  be  brief  and  plain  in 
what  I  have  to  say. 

The  people  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri  were, 
by  a  law  of  Congress,  authorized  to  form_  "  a 
constitution  and  State  government,  provided 
that  the  same,  whenever  formed,  should  be  re- 
publican, and  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States."  They  have  formed  a 
constitution,  presented  it  for  the  approbation 
of  Congress,  and  asked  admission  into  the  Union. 
If  it  violates  the  plain  provisions  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  ought  it  not  to  be  disapproved, 
and  the  resolution  under  consideration  be  re- 
jected? The  constitution  of  Missouri  contains, 
among  other  things,  this  remarkable  clause — 
"  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  pass 
laws  to  prevent  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  from 
coming  to,  and  settling  in,  the  State,  under  any 
pretext  whatsoever."  Here  permit  me  to  remark 
that  the  authority  is  express  and  positive,  and 
is  in  restraint  of  personal  liberty,  and  of  tiie 
means  of  contesting  personal  rights.  But  are 
the  persons  here  described  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  a  State,  or  of  both,  or  of  neither? 
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If  citizens,  then  the  repugnancy  is  plain  and 
palpable.  But  the  honorable  member  (Mr. 
Smyth,  of  Virginia)  on  my  right,  who  has  just 
resumed  his  seat,  has  attempted,  ingeniously,  to 
prove,  that  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  are 
either  aliens,  or  denizens,  and  consequently  not 
citizens. 

The  honorable  gentleman  will  pardon  me  for 
differing  from  him.  I  cannot  assent  to  the  pro- 
position that  this  description  of  persons  are 
aliens.  An  alien  is  one  who  owes  allegiance 
to  some  Government  other  than  that  under 
which  he  lives.  Allegiance  to  a  foreign  power 
enters  into  the  very  essence  of  the  term  alien. 
To  what  foreign  power,  or  to  what  Govern- 
ment, other  than  that  of  the  United  States,  do 
these  persons  owe  allegiance  ?  If  to  none,  then 
what  are  they,  if  not  citizens  ?  But  if  they  are 
not  aliens,  it  is  insisted  they  are  denizens.  Is 
it  so  ?  No  one  can  be  a  denizen  who  has  not 
heen  an  alien.  Denization  is  the  modification 
of  alienage.  But  Congress  can  pass  laws  of 
naturalization  only,  and  not  of  denization.  It 
would  seem  to  follow,  therefore,  that  these  per- 
sons cannot  be  denizens. 

He  has  ai-gued,  too,  at  some  length,  to  prove 
that  a  State  possesses  the  right,  not  only  of 
hanishing  her  citizens,  but  excluding  from  her 
limits  paupers,  lepers,  and  persons  infected  with 
pestilential  diseases;  and  hence  inferred  that 
each  State  might  exclude  all  the  citizens  of  the 
other  States ;  and,  consequently,  that  Missouri 
had  a  right  to  prohibit  free  negroes  and  mulat- 
toes from  coming  to,  and  settling  in,  Missouri. 

I  have  never  understood  that  a  State,  town, 
or  city,  could  prevent  the  admission  of  a  pauper 
as  such.  In  many  of  the  States,  and  I  do  not 
know  hut  in  all  of  them,  a  pauper  may  be  re- 
moved if  likely  to  become  a  public  charge ;  and 
every  person,  whether  pauper  or  prince,  may 
he  prevented  from  gaining  what  the  lawyers 
call  a  legal  settlement. 

That  a  State  may  banish  for  crime,  and 
guard  herself  against  pestUence,  need  not  be 
denied.  The  rights  and  privileges  of  peaceable, 
unoffending  citizens,  for  whom  we  are  ex- 
pounding the  law,  do  not  depend  upon  the 
principles  which  determine  the  disabilities  and 
punishment  of  criminals.  Because  a  State  can 
hanish  a  traitor,  does  it  follow  that  she  can  de- 
port every  or  any  harmless,  unsuspected  citi- 
zen ?  Because  Pennsylvania  may  exclude  from 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  persons  infected  with 
the  leprosy  or  the  plague,  can  she,  therefore, 
exclude  all  the  officers  and  troops  of  the  Federal 
Government  ? — or  any  uninfected,  peaceable 
citizen  of  any  State  or  place  ?  If  not,  Missouri 
remains  undefended.  She  must  seek  some 
other  mode  of  justifying  the  exceptionable  pro- 
visions of  her  constitution. 

The  general  proposition  has  heen  urged  by 
the  honorable  member,  (Mr.  Smyth,)  that,  if 
any  clause  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri  be  re- 
pugnant to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  which  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
such  clause  is  utterly  null  and  void.    This  is 


true  in  law,  not  in  fact.  But,  shall  we  sanction 
a  wrong,  which,  until  remedied,  we  know  will 
produce  injustice  and  evil  ?  This  constitution 
is  submitted  to  us.  For  what  purpose,  unless 
it  be  for  our  approbation  ?  K  this  submission 
and  approbation  are  necessary,  can  it  acquire 
the  force  and  effect  of  a  law,  xmtU  Congress  has 
approved  it?  But  if  approved  and  put  into 
operation,  when,  by  whom,  and  how  are  its 
repugnant  provisions  to  be  adjudged  null  and 
void  ?  I  tlaink  one  must  have  some  skill  in  the 
cultivation  of  chances  to  determine.  This  propo- 
sition proves  too  much.  It  proves  that  every 
law  or  other  matter,  which  requires  the  revision 
and  sanction  of  Congress  to  give  it  validity,  may 
fce  passed  with  impunity,  our  oaths  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding,  however  flagrantly  it 
may  impugn  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

I  am  entirely  opposed,  sir,  to  remitting  this 
matter  to  the  Judiciary.  Why  send  it  to  the 
Judiciary  for  adjudication  ?  It  may  be  years  or 
ages  before  it  reaches  that  tribunal.  In  the 
mean  time,  hundreds  of  American  citizens  may 
be  deprived  of  their  rights,  oppressed,  and  per- 
secuted. Who  is  to  take  their  part  ?  It  requires 
money  and  friends  to  regain  lost  rights.  Many 
sound  objections  have  been  nrged  by  those  who 
have  preceded  me  against  this  inference.  I  shall 
content  myself  with  stating  one  farther  objec- 
tion. It  is  this :  A  free  negro  or  mulatto  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  may  take  and  hold  real  es- 
tate in  Missouri.  This,  I  think,  wiH  not  be  de- 
nied ;  and,  to  make  the  case  the  stronger,  sup- 
pose he  derives  the  title  to  his  land  directly  from 
the  United  States.  Now,  by  the  constitution 
of  Missouri,  he  is  not  only  excluded  from  the 
possession  of  his  land,  but  is  prevented  from 
coming  into  the  State  and  contesting  his  claims 
in  the  courts  there,  and  the  doors  of  the  Federal 
courts  are  barred  against  him.  They  cannot 
entertain  his  claim  and  afford  him  relief,  because 
he  is  not  a  citizen  of  a  State.  How  is  this  to  be 
ansM^ered  ?  Or  is  the  sufferer  to  be  turned  off 
remediless?  And  wiU  you  thus  permit  indi- 
vidual wrong  to  accumulate?  Or  will  you 
rather  prevent  it,  by  staying  the  operation  of 
the  only  cause  which  can  produce  it  ? 

Are  our  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  citizens? 
This  is  a  deeply  interesting  question,  both  as  it 
respects  them  and  the  nation.  The  report  of 
the  committee  seems  to  admit  that  some  of  them 
are  citizens,  because  it  says  that  a  large  class  of 
them  "  cannot  be  considered  as  citizens  of  any 
State*"  The  honorable  members  (Messrs.  Bab- 
BOUE  and  Smyth)  frohi  Virginia  deny  that  they 
are  citizens.  But  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Baeboub) 
from  Virginia,  who  first  spoke,  wiU  permit  me 
to  say,  that  I  think  his  definition  of  a  citizen 
proves  too  -much ;  for  it  proves  that  the  Jews 
of  Maryland  are  not  citizens  of  Maryland,  al- 
though their  fathers  and  their  ancestors  have 
resided  there  since  the  days  of  Lord  Baltimore. 
A  definition  may  destroy  a  right,  but  never  can 
create  a  right.  Facts,  and  experience  in  politics 
and  morals,  are  better  than  definitions.    What, 
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therefore,  are  some  of  the  peculiar  and  dis- 
tinctiye  oharaoteristios  of  a  citizen  of  a  State  ? 
They  are,  the  right  of  passing,  freely  and  un- 
molested, from  town  to  town,  and  place  to 
place,  within  the  State,  and  the  right  of  resid- 
ing, at  pleasure,  ia  any  part  of  the  same.  That 
these  rights  helong  to  every  one  entitled  to  the 
high  privilege  of  a  citizen,  I  thiafc  will  not  he 
denied. 

But  these  rights  are  also  common  to  all  free 
persons,  of  every  age  and  sex,  within  the  State, 
except  aliens,  lunatics,  vagabonds,  and  criminals ; 
because  their  possession  and  exercise  are  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  the  social  relations  of  life, 
and  to  the  preservation  of  the  State.  Indeed, 
vastly  the  greatest  proportion  of  the  citizSns  of 
a  State  have  no  other  external  mark  of  their 
citizenship.  Females  and  minors  cannot  he 
elected  to  ofiBce,  or  vote,  or  sit  on  juries,  or  he 
subjected  to  taxes,  as  a  general  rule.  These  per- 
sons enjoy  the  privilege  of  citizenship,  and  the 
immunity  of  the  laws  of  the  State,  to  which 
they  must  demean  themselves,  as  completely  as 
the  man  who  has,  in  addition,  the  qualification 
of  a  voter,  or  a  juryman.  What,  then,  is  the 
meaning  of  that  great  clause  in  the  Federal  Oon- 
Btitution,  which  declares  that  "  the  citizens  of 
each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  aU  privileges  and 
immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  States  ? " 
This  has  been  called  the  basis  of  the  Union. 
As  I  understand  this  clause,  it  does  away  the 
disability  of  alienism.  Without  it,  the  citizens 
of  each  State  would  be  aliens  to  every  other 
State,  and  could  not,  of  right,  enter  another  State 
without  a  passport.  It  confers  the  same  com- 
mon privileges  and  immunities  upon  the  citizens 
of  Maryland,  for  instance^  in  reference  to  the 
United  States,  as  the  citizens  of  Maryland  pos- 
sess in  reference  to  that  State.  Ifenoe,  a  citizen 
of  Maryland  may  pass  into  and-  about  the  State 
of  Vir^ia,  and  reside  there,  subjecting  himself 
to  the  laws  of  Virginia,  as  he-was  bound  to  do 
to  the  laws  of  Maryland ;  because  in  Maryland 
he  possessed  these  rights,. and  owed  this  obe- 
dience. But  it  does  not  follow,  nor  is  it  a,t  aU 
necessary,  that  because-he  was  a  voter  or  a  jury- 
man in  Maryland,  he  must  be  either  the  one  or 
the  other  in  Virginia.  If  this  reasoning  be  cor- 
rect, then  these  essential  rights  of  citizenship 
are  secured,  and  each  State  left  in  full  possession 
of  its  obligation  and  powers  to  protect  its  peace- 
able citizens  and  defend'  itself  against  violence 
and  crime. 

When  Mr.  SarROsa  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  .moved  that  the  reso- 
lution be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative — yeas  73,  nays  90^ 

The  question  was  then  stated,  shall  the  resolu- 
tion be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  ?  And 
debate  arising  thereon,  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  December  11.. 
A  new  member,  to  wit,  from  the  Sjate  of 
Vol.  va— 3 


Maine,  late  a  part  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
Joseph  Dahe,  elected  to  supply  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  John  Holmes, 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

John  A.  Ctjthbeet,  from  the  State  of  Q-eorgia, 
also  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Missouri. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  considerattoE  of 
the  resolution  declaring  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  Aeohbe,  of  "Jirginia,  said,  that,  having 
had  some  share  in  protractiag  the  trial,  to  which 
the  patience  of  the  House  was  to  be  subjected, 
in  the  debate,  he  owed  it  the  atonement  of 
making  his  trespass  as  brief  as  possible.  His 
inducement  to  trouble  the  House  at  all,  grew 
entirely  out  of  the  circumstances  of  views  hav- 
ing been  stated  in  support  of  the  resolution,  in 
which  he  could  not  concur,  and  to  which  he 
should  be  considered  as  assenting  if  the  grounds 
of  his  vote  were  not  explained.  The  delicate 
relation  of  the  question,  however,  to  the  slave- 
holding  States,  would  furnish  sufficient  excuse 
to  any  member  coming  from  that  quarter  of  the 
Union,  for  wishing  to  bestow  on  it  the  fullest 
examination. 

Mr.  A.  proceeded  to  remark  that,  whilst  he 
utterly  disclaimed  the  consequences  which  had 
been  inferred  from  it,  he  was  by  no  means  pre- 
pared to  contest  the  right  of  the  States  to  ad- 
mit the  colored  person,  born  within  their  re- 
spective limits,  to  the  privileges  of  citizenship. 
The  States  had  delegated,  in  relation  to  this 
subject,  only  the  power  of  naturalization,  the 
operation  of  which  was  known  to  extend  only 
to  persons  bom-  beyond  the  limits  of  the  com- 
munity, by  whose  authority  it  was  exerted. 
The  collateral  connected  power  of  determining 
the  right  and  condition  of  admission  to  the 
privileges  of  citizenship,  aa  respected  persons 
born  within  their  respeotin^e  limits,  could  not, 
then,  be  denied  to  the  States  or  abridged  in  its 
exercise,  without  a  construction  which  might 
equally  be  employed  to  divest  every  other  re- 
served right,  and  to  dismantle  every  safeguard 
to  be  found  in  the  constitution.  We  had  been 
told,  indeed,  that  the  exercise  of  this  right  in 
relation  to  colored  persons,  could  not  be  con- 
sidered as  contemplated  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  Supposmg  it  were  not,  the 
rights  of  the  States  did  not  depend,  for  theur 
validity  or  exercise,  on  the  recognition  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  which,  in  its  true  charac- 
ter was  no  more  than  the  source  of  the  limita- 
tions on  them-;  nor  had  the  advance  of  encroach- 
ment yet  reached  a  construction,  by  which  the 
security  of  these  rights  would  not  simply  be  im- 
paired, but  their  independent  existence  abso- 
lutely subverted.  The  mode,  too,  of  the  deri- 
vation of  the  inference  which  excluded  the 
exercise  of  the  right  in  question,  was  as  little 
warranted  as  the  source  of  its  derivation.  It 
was  derived,  not  from- any  thing  in  the  language 
of  the  constitution,  but  from  the  peculiarity  of 
the  circumstances  of  some  of  the  parties  to  it, 
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which  were  supposed  to  preclude  the  intention 
to  allow  such  an  exerbise  of  right.  This  was 
not  a  case,  however,  in  which  a  resort  of  this 
kind  was  admissible,  for  the  ascertainment  of 
intention.  Where  language  was  of  doubtful  im- 
port, this  resort  might  be  admitted  with  little 
danger,  because  there  was  a  limit  to  the  possible 
variety  of  interpretation  of  which  language  was 
susceptible.  But  where  there  was  no  doubt 
arising  in  the  interpretation  of  language,  nor 
any  language  on  the  subject  of  doubt  to  be  in- 
terpreted, the  allowance  of  a  resort  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  parties,  to  an  instrument  for  the 
ascertainment  of  its  purport,  would  be  admitting 
the  supply,  and  not  the  explanation  of  an  inten- 
tion. To  such  a  principle  of  substitution  and 
enlargement  of  the  operation  of  instruments, 
there  was  evidently  no  limit  short  of  the  ex- 
haustion of  ingenuity.  It  was  better  to  admit 
any  defect  whatever,  in  the  constitution,  than 
a  liability  so  indefinite,  to  accretion  and  meta- 
morphosis. 

The  objection  to  the  recognition  of  the  right 
in  question  was  founded  in  an  entire  misappre- 
hension of  the  consequences  of  its  exercise.  It 
had  been  supposed  that  if  the  right  were  ad- 
mitted, it  would  follow  that  colored  persons, 
emigrating  from  a  State  in  which  they  were  al- 
lowed the  privileges  of  citizenship,  to  another 
in  which  they  were  excluded  from  these  privi- 
leges, would  become  entitled  to  all  privileges  of 
this  character  in  the  State  to  which  they  re- 
moved, notwithstanding  the  exclusion.  Such 
an  inference  was  founded  on  a  view  which  was 
altogether  erroneous  of  the  operation  of  the 
first  clause  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth 
article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
assuring  a  reciprocity  of  privileges  to  the  citi- 
zens of  the  several  States,  respectively.  That 
clause,  like  every  other,  in  that  or  any  other 
instrument,  must  receive  a  construction  which 
would  not  violate  reason;  which  would  not 
carry  the  operation  of  the  clause  beyond  the 
intention  which  dictated  it,  and  which  would 
render  its  operation  consistent,  if  possible,  with 
the  estabUshed  rights  of  other  parties.  AH 
these  incontrovertible  principles  of  interpreta- 
tion would  be  violated  by  the  construction 
which  had  been  supposed.  If  persons  removing 
from  one  State  to  another  were  to  be  considered 
as  becoming  entitled,  under  the  operation  of 
this  clause  of  the  constitution,  to  all  the  privi- 
leges of  citizens  of  the  State  to  which  they  re- 
moved, and  were  not  restricted  to  the  privileges 
accorded  to  persons  of  the  same  class  and  de- 
scription with  themselves,  then  the  anomaly 
would  be  presented  of  a  foreign  co-ordinate 
legislation,  exerting  a  more  eflaoient  operation 
in  the  States  than  their  interior  legislation,  and 
of  their  legislation  exerting  in  relation  to  the 
same  subject,  a  more  efficient  operation  abroad 
than  it  could  at  home.  A  construction  involv- 
ing such  consequences  was  absurd.  Glauses 
were  to  be  construed  in  consistency  with  their 
intention.  What  was  the  intention  of  this 
clause  ?     The  States,  by  the  adoption  of  the 


Federal  Constitution,  became,  to  a  certam  ex- 
tent, members  of  one  community.  _  It  was  an 
incident  essential  to  the  secure  enjoyment  of 
the  advantages  of  this  community,  that  they 
should  be  restrained  from  any  power  of  mimi- 
cal regulation  as  respected  the  right  of  removal 
from  one  State  and  settlement  in  another.  This 
was  the  design  of  the  clause  in  question ;  not  to 
inhibit  to  the  States  nor  to  restrain  the  power 
of  regulation,  as  respected  the  conditions  of  the 
enjoyment  and  exercise  of  the  privileges  of  citi- 
zenship, an  essential,  indefeasible  portion  of 
self-government ;  but  to  inhibit  any  power  of 
regulation  on  this  subject,  to  be  directed  exclu- 
sively against  citizens  removing  from  other 
States,  any  exercise  of  inimical  discrimmative 
regulation.  The  discretion  was  left  unimpaired 
to  adopt  regulations  affecting  either  the  indi- 
genous inhabitants  or  those  removing  from 
other  States,  provided  these  regulations  were 
not  rendered  restrictive  and  peculiar  in  relation 
to  this  last  description  of  inhabitants.  Under 
this  limitation  the  reserved  power  of  the  States 
was  unsusceptible  of  employment  to  any  serious 
or  injurious  counteraction  of  the  social  design 
of  the  Federal  Incorporation.  This  construction 
had  the  advantage  of  reconciling  the  rights  of 
the  States  with  the  clause  of  the  constitution 
in  question,  affording  to  each  ample  and  unin- 
tei-fering  scope  for  operation.  Any  opposite 
construction  led  to  the  wildest  and  most  unre- 
deemed absurdities.  No  one  could  conceive  it 
to  be  the  design  of  the  constitution  to  commu- 
nicate to  persons  removing  from  one  State  to 
another,  privileges  larger  in  number  or  value 
than  they  had  previously  enjoyed ;  yet,  under 
the  construction  which  was  combated,  such 
persons  might  not  only  acquire  an  increase  of 
privileges,  the  privilege  of  suffrage  for  example, 
but  blacks  from  abroad  might  acquire  privileges 
to  which  indigenous  whites  were  not  entitled. 
Women,  in  one  of  the  States,  (Jersey,)  were,  or 
had  formerly  been,  admitted  to  all  the  privi- 
leges of  citizenship,  that  of  suffrage  inclusive. 
Under  this  construction,  women,  in  States  where 
there  was  a  qualification  on  snffi-age,  as  in  Vir- 
ginia, might  become  entitled,  by  migration,  to 
privileges  from  which  a  large  proportion  of  the 
indigenous  white  males  were  excluded.  Oori- 
structious  of  this  kind  were  no  subjects  for  dis- 
cussion. Persons,  by  removing  from  one  State 
to  another,  did  not,  therefore,  acquire  any  fur- 
ther or  greater  privileges  than  were  the  allot- 
ment of  the  indigenous  inhabitants  of  the  same 
class  and  description. 

Another  consequence  which  had  been  im- 
puted to  the  clause  of  the  constitution  under  re- 
view, fell  with  that  which  had  been  examined. 
It  had  been  imagined  that,  under  the  operation 
of  this  clause,  colored  persons,  emancipated  on 
a  condition  of  removal  from  one  State  in  which 
they  receive  their  emancipation,  might  be  re- 
turned upon  the  emancipating  State  in  the  char- 
acter of  citizens.  The  validity  of  this  inter- 
ference was  excluded  by  the  remarks  which  had 
been  stated.    It  was  equally  excluded  by  other 
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and  independent  considerations.  The  condition 
of  emancipation  alluded  to,  would  labor,  at  the 
time  of  its  adoption,  under  no  defect  of  validity, 
as  presenting  no  conflict  with  any  provision  of 
the  Federal  Constitution. 

It  could  not,  then,  be  brought  into  conflict, 
and  rendered  invalid  at  any  posterior  time,  or 
by  any  act  of  an  authority  not  superior  to  that 
of  the  party  imposing  it,  and  which  was  no 
party  to  the  compact  in  which  this  condition 
was  comprehended.  Yet,  if  the  inference  above 
referred  to  were  just,  this  condition,  the  crea- 
tion of  a  competent  authority,  and  the  consid- 
eration of  a  benefit  to  the  party  accepting  it, 
would  be  liable  to  invahdation  by  the  posterior 
intervention,  not  of  a  superior,  but  an  extrane- 
ous and  merely  co-ordinate  authority ;  and  be 
liable  not  simply  to  invalidation,  but  to  be  con- 
verted to  an  instrument  of  injury  and  abuse 
to  the  party  who  had  made  it  the  subject  of 
stipulation.  An  inference  of  this  kind  had  only 
to  be  represented  in  its  true  character  to  be 
disclaimed. 

The  endeavor  had  been  made  to  show  that 
there  was  nothing  in  the  clause  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  which  had  been 
quoted,  which  could  be  construed  as  prohibiting 
the  State  governments  from  subjecting  persons 
removing  from  other  States  to  any  restrictions 
as  respected  the  privileges  of  citizenship  which 
it  was  thought  proper  to  extend  to  indigenous 
inhabitants  of  the  same  class  and  description. 
The  power  of  the  States  would  be  found,  upon 
further  inquiry,  to  extend  to  a  point  beyond 
this — to  the  capacity  of  prohibiting  the  ingress 
of  citizens  of  other  States,  provided  the  exclu- 
sion were  for  causes  affecting  the  individual 
merely,  and  not  the  class :  that  is  to  say,  pro- 
vided the  exclusion  operated  by  what,  in  the 
technical  language  of  the  law,  would  be  de- 
nominated descriptionem  persoruB,  or  for  causes 
accidental  in  their  access,  and  liable  to  removal. 
Thus,  it  would  not  be  denied  that  a  State  might 
exclude  citizens  of  other  States,  for  contagious 
disease,  by  quarantine  regulations ;  that  it  had 
competency  to  exclude  for  crimes,  or  to  exclude 
paupers  liable  to  become  burdensome  by  regu- 
lation of  police.  What  was  the  reason  of  the 
competency  of  exclusion  in  these  cases  ?  The 
reason  had  already  been  stated,  the  necessity  of 
giving  to  the  clause  of  the  Federal  Constitution 
communicating  the  privileges  of  citizjenship,  a 
construction  which  would  reconcile  its  opera- 
tions with  the  reserved  essential  rights  of  the 
States.  There  could  be  no  danger  of  abuse 
from  this  construction,  as  long  as  its  principle 
was  not  transcended,  which  required  that  the 
exclusion  should  be  for  cause  affecting  the  indi- 
vidual, and  not  the  class.  Mr.  A.  went  on  to 
say,  that  perhaps  a  just  application  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  exclusion,  which  had  been  now  stated, 
might  be  considered  as  authorizing  the  slave- 
holding  States  to  prohibit  the  entry  and  settle- 
ment among  them  of  colored  persons  from  other 
States,  inasmuch  as  it  was  known  that  the  pe- 
culiar circumstances  of  their  population  tended 


to  communicate  to  the  admission  of  persons  of 
this  description  a  character  of  mischievousness 
worse  than  that  which  would  attach  to  the  ad- 
mission of  pauperism,  and  as  bad  as  that  which 
would  attach  to  the  admission  of  criminals  and 
disease.  Mr.  A.  said  that  he  did  not  mean, 
however,  to  push  the  argument  to  this  extent. 
It  was  not  necessary  to  his  purpose  to  do  so. 
Perhaps  it  would  not  be  fair,  as  the  exclusion 
might  be  said,  in  these  circumstances,  to  be  de- 
nounced for  a  cause  not  personal,  that  is  to  say, 
accidental  to  the  excluded  object ;  or  which,  in- 
deed, was  not  to  be  considered  as  residing  so 
much  in  the  excluded  object,  as  in  a  peculiar 
condition  of  the  community  from  which  the 
object  was  proposed  to  be  excluded.  All  that 
it  was  now  designed  to  show  was,  that,  not- 
withstanding the  sweeping  operation  which  had 
been  attributed  to  the  clause  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  which  had  been  adduced  in  the  de- 
bate, the  exercise,  under  certain  circumstances, 
of  a  power  of  exclusion  by  the  State  govern- 
ments, as  respected  the  citizens  of  other  States, 
was  in  perfect  consistency  with  that  operation. 

If  it  was  the  wish  of  any  of  the  States  to  have 
colored  citizens,  Mr.  A.  said  that  he  felt  neither 
wish  nor  authority  to  derogate  from  their  right 
to  do  so.  The  proposition  he  denied  was,  that 
such  citizens  could  be  imposed  on  other  States, 
who  had  no  participation  in  the  wish.  In  the 
lapse  of  time  it  was  possible  that  the  period 
might  arrive,  when,  from  the  excessive  multi- 
plication of  the  mixed  race,  some  of  the  slave- 
holding  States  might  conceive  themselves  re- 
quired, by  considerations  of  policy,  to  admit 
this  description  of  persons  to  a  quahfied  or  ab- 
solute enjoyment  of  the  privileges  of  citizenship. 
Without  pretending  to  express  any  opinion  that 
such  a  period  would  arrive,  Mr.  A.  could  not, 
in  the  event  of  its  occurrence,  consider  the  com- 
petency of  the  State  to  exercise  the  power  as  a 
subject  of  question.  The  demarcation  of  color, 
importing  a  discrimination  not  simply  of  com- 
plexion, hut  blood,  was  too  indefinite  to  be  ad- 
mitted as  a  hmitation  on  State  right.  In  all 
the  slaveholding  States,  in  a  certain  stage  of 
intermixture,  the  legal  distinction  ceased.  If 
the  State  right  were  confined  in  the  mode  sup- 
posed, there  was  no  competency  to  assign  the 
limit  of  this  distinction. 

He  was  not  unaware,  Mr.  A.  said,  that  the 
language  he  had -been  holding,  of  guarded  re- 
spect for  State  rights,  had  been  for  some  time 
going  out  of  fashion.  It  was  but  too  obvious 
to  remark,  that  the  essential  defences  of  the 
States  were  rapidly  giving  way  before  the 
steady  and  powerful  current  of  Federal  author- 
ity. This-  circumstance  only  rendered  more 
imperative,  however,  the  duty  of  using  every 
endeavor  to  sustain  even  the  feeblest  of  these 
defences.  The  scope  of  public  duty  under  a 
free  constitution  was  peculiar.  Its  first  object 
was  the  support  of  the  constitution.  How  was 
this  to  be  effected  ?  Not  by  carrymg  one  prin- 
ciple victorious  over  every  other,  but  by  sus- 
taining the  balance  between  the  various  and 
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conflicting  principles  wWcli  made  tip  the  com- 
position of  a  free  constitution.  And  how  was 
this  secondary  incidental  object  to  be  effected  ? 
By  enlisting  on  the  side  of  the  principle  which, 
in  the  progress  of  the  conflict,  had  been  found 
to  decline  and  become  the  weakest.  It  was 
upon  a  consideration  of  this  sort,  that  Mr.  A. 
thought  the  maintenance  of  the  rights  of  the 
States,  even  in  matters-  which  bore  the  appear- 
ance of  being  immaterial  and  indifferent,  ought 
to  form  a  primary  object  of  solicitude  and  effort. 
The  purpose  of  the  remarks  which  had  been 
submitted,  was  to  show  what  Mr.  A.  conceived 
to  be  the  just  construction  of  the  very  delicate 
clause  of  the  constitution,  assuming  a  recipro- 
city of  the  privileges  of  citizenship  to  the  citi- 
zens of  the  several  States,  which  had  been  so 
much  referred  to  in  the  discussion.  It  had 
been  seen  that  the  recognition  of  the  right  of 
the  States  to  admit  colored  persons  to  the  privi- 
leges of  citizenship,  involved  none  of  the  abusive 
consequences  which  had  been  ascribed  to  it. 
The  inquiry  material  to  the  present  controversy 
next  arose,  whether  any  of  the  States  had  ever 
exercised  the  right ;  whether  there  were  citi- 
zens of  this  description  to  be  found  in  any  of 
the  States?  Mr.  A.  thought  that,  upon  due 
inquiry,  it  would  be  found  there  was  no  one  of 
the  States  in  which  this  class  of  persons  could 
be  fairly  considered  as  assignable  to  the  rank  of 
citizens.  He  did  not  found  this  conclusion  on 
any  definition  which  had  been,  or,  as  far  as  ap- 
peared to  him  could  be,  given  of  the  constituents 
or  criteria  of  citizenship.  He  admitted  that 
any  definition  which  could  be  assumed  upon 
this  subject,  must  be  regarded  as  gratuitous, 
and  could,  therefore,  serve  as  the  foundation  of 
no  conclusion.  He  admitted  that  there  was  no 
definition  which  would  apply,  under  every  cir- 
cumstance. He  thought  that  the  only  descrip- 
tion which  could  be  adopted,  must  be  analogous 
to  the  definition  which  civilians  gave  of  munici- 
pal law — "  the  rule  which  each  State  had  pre- 
scribed to  itself."  But  although  there  was  no 
affirmative  definition  of  citizenship  which  could 
be  regarded  as  of  invariable  application,  there 
was  negative  test  which  appeared  to  Mr.  A.  to 
be  conclusive.  Citizens  might  be  admitted  in 
various  degrees  to  the  exercise  of  political 
rights.  They  might  even  be  admitted  in  vari- 
ous degrees  to  &e  enjoyment  of  civil  rights. 
But  those  could  not  be  considered  as  belonging 
to  the  rank  of  citizens,  who,  not  by  the  mere 
operation  of  usage,  but  the  positive  enactments 
of  law,  were  everywhere  excluded  from  an 
equality  with  even  the  lowest  rank  of  citizens, 
as  respected  the  ordinary  and  most  essential  re- 
lations of  domestic  and  social  life.  But  this 
was  the  fact  in  relation  to  colored  persons,  as 
Mr.  A.  believed,  in  every  State  in  the  Union, 
without  exception.  Colored  persons,  as  has 
been  stated  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Baeboue,) 
were  in  no  part  of  the  TJnion  permitted,  by 
law,  to  contract  with  white  persons  that  en- 
gagement, the  liberty  to  contract  which  was 
the  inseparable  incident  and  criterion  of  a  con- 


dition of  social  equality.  He  alluded  to  the  en- 
gagement of  marriage.  How  could  persons  be 
said  to  belong  to  the  same  class  who  were 
everywhere  prohibited  by  law  from  the  con- 
traction of  any  relation  of  intimacy,  and  from 
association,  on  the  basis  of  social  equality  ?  _  It 
was  from  the  influence  of  this  consideration, 
and  not  from  any  concurrence  in  various  other 
views  which  had  been  stated,  that  Mr.  A.  de- 
rived his  conclusion  that  colored  persons  could, 
in  no  part  of  the  Union,  be  assigned  to  the  rank 
of  citizens. 

But,  suppose  that  these  persons  could  be  as- 
signed to  this  rank  in  some  of  the  States  of  the 
Union.  Admit  that  there  were  citizens  of  this 
description.  Ought  the  clause  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  Missouri,  to  which  objection  had  been 
taken,  to  be  considered  as  operating  upon  such 
of  these  persons  as  were  citizens  ?  Mr.  A.  con- 
ceived that  it  ought  not,  upon  the  established 
maxim  of  interpretation,  which  had  been 
stated  by  his  Mend  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Lowndes,)  that  where  instruments  presented 
the  appearance  of  conflict,  a  construction  was, 
if  possible,  to  be  adopted,  which  would  recon- 
cile their  operation.  If  there  were  colored  per- 
sons who  belonged  to  the  class  of  citizens, 
there  was,  notoriously,  a  much  larger  class  who 
did  not  belong  to  this  description,  on  whom  the 
clause  in  question  might  be  considered  as  op- 
erating without  the  involvement  of  any  breach 
of  the  Federal  Constitution.  There  was  a  dis- 
tinct peculiar  reason  for  the  adoption  of  this 
construction.  The  term  "free  negroes  and 
mulattoes,"  on  which  the  doubt  in  the  present 
case  arose,  had  acquired  in  the  South  and  "West 
an  import  perfectly  precise,  and  as  it  might  be 
said  technical,  denoting  a  class  who  were  Inva- 
riably excluded  from  the  privileges  of  citizen- 
ship. To  restrict  these  words  in  the  clause  of 
the  Missouri  constitution  to  this  sense,  was  do- 
ing no  more  than  was  required  by  another 
established  rule  of  the  construction,  confirming 
the  words  to  their  ordinary  and  received  signi- 
fication. There  was  neither  force  nor  liability 
to  abuse  in  this  interpretation,  because  the  im- 
port of  the  language  was  not  enlarged  so  as  to 
be  made  to  embrace  something  which  it  did 
not  properly  comprehend,  but  was  restricted. 
It  was  another  established  rule  that  in  cases  of 
doubt,  the  most  mitigated  construction  was  to 
be  adopted.  "  In  obscuris  quod  minimum  est 
querimur."  But,  in  the  present  case,  it  also 
happened  that  the  most  mitigated  was,  at  the 
same  time,  the  usual  and  most  received  signifi- 
cation of  the  words  to  be  construed.  AH  that 
was  asked,  was,  that  the  language  should  not 
be  distorted  from  its  customary  and  appropriate 
import,  and  a  description  appHcable  to,  and  de- 
signed for  an  inferior  class  of  persons,  be 
stretched  to  comprehend  a  higher  class,  in  con- 
travention of  one  of  the  most  familiar  maxims, 
that  "  minor  non  contmet  major."  Cases  analo- 
gous to  the  present  might  be  easily  stated  from 
the  constitution.  Mr.  A.  instanced  the  case  of 
imports  which  the  State  were  forbidden  to  lay 
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unless  with  the  consent  of  Congress,  or  for  a 
special  purpose.  If  Massachusetts,  who  was 
now  engaged  in  the  formation  of  a  new  consti- 
tution, were  to  insert  a  provision  granting  a 
power  to  her  Legislature  to  lay  imposts,  would 
any  court  or  reasonable  man  refuse  to  this  clause 
a  construction  restricted  by  the  competency  of 
the  State,  and  consistent  with  the  prohibition 
of  the  Federal  Constitution  ? 

One  word  as  to  the  consequences  of  the  pro- 
ceedings which  might  now  be  adopted.  One 
gentleman  had  said,  that  no  consequences  of 
unpleasant  character  could  be  anticipated  ;  and 
another,  that  the  consequences,  whatever  they 
might  be,  were  not  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion. Both  gentlemen  were  mistaken.  "What- 
ever might  be  the  real  views  which  would  dic- 
tate the  rejection  of  the  resolution  under  dis- 
cussion, this  rejection,  in  the  present  state  of 
the  public  mind,  wovdd  he  liable  to  be  ascribed 
to  the  policy  of  re-attempting  the  imposition  of 
the  slavery  restriction  of  last  year.  In  the 
best  event,  then,  the  wound  inflicted  on  the 
harmony  of  the  country  would  be  incurable. 
But,  if  the  policy  imputed  was  really  to  be  act- 
ed on,  every  man  must  perceive  that  the  Union 
was  gone.  Gentlemen  might  conceive  that 
they  were  sowing  the  seeds  of  sectional  influ- 
ence and  importance,  but  they  would,  in  fact, 
be  sowing  a  crop  like  the  dragon's  teeth,  which 
would  spring  up  in  civil  discord,  and  armed 
men,  destined  to  perish  in  unnatural  warfare, 
by  a  mutual  destruction.  It  had  been  remark- 
ed the  last  year,  that  a  gulf,  similar  to  that 
which  we  read  of  in  the  early  history  of  Rome, 
had  been  opened  among  us  by  the  discussions 
on  this  subject.  There  was  one  circumstance, 
however,  of  favorable  distinction.  The  chasm 
which  was  said  to  have  occurred  in  Eome  was 
only  to  be  closed  by  the  sacrifice  of  her  most 
precious  possession.  But  the  chasm  which  had 
occurred  in  our  harmony,  required  to  heal  it, 
only  the  most  worthless  of  aU  sacrifices,  that 
of  our  passions,  or  of  what,  in  their  application 
to  human  afiairs,  were  the  next  most  pestilent 
things  to  vile  passions — our  abstract  and  specu- 
lative notions.  In  what  he  had  been  saying, 
Mr.  Aeohbe  disclaimed  any  intention  of  em- 
ploying the  language  of  menace,  which  would 
be  suitable  neither  to  his  character,  nor  to  that 
of  the  place  in  which  he  stood.  His  purpose 
was  to  express  his  sincere  views  of  the  possible 
consequences  of  the  measures  which  Congress 
might  adopt  in  relation  to  this  important  sub- 
ject. The  train  had  already  been  prepared  by 
antecedent  events  and  discussions.  It  now 
only  required  to  be  fired  to  produce  effects 
which  it  would  be  equally  impossible  to  avoid 
lamenting,  or  to  repair.  Mr.  A.  would  add 
only  a  single  remark.  It  was  that,  in  the 
event  of  the  real  occurrence  of  the  effects  to 
which  he  had  been  alluding,  their  authors 
would  stand  chargeable  with  the  greatest  crime 
which  had  ever  been  committed  against  the 
interests  of  human  nature,  inasmuch  as  they 
would  have  led  to  the  destruction  of  the  most 


persuasive  model  of  free  institutions,  and  the 
overthi'ow  of  the  most  imposing  promise  of 
splendid  destinies,  which  the  world,  in  any  age 
of  it,  had  ever  seen. 

When  Mr.  Aeoheb  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Hill,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  an  amend- 
ment, qualifying  the  assent  of  the  admission  of 
the  new  State  into  the  Union  by  an  exception 
of  a  particular  clause  of  the  constitution.  This 
motion,  however,  was  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Hill 
for  the  present,  on  the  representation  of  Mr. 
LowHDES,  that  it  jvould  embarrass  the  main 
debate,  by  bringing  on  an  incidental  one,  and 
would  deprive  him  of  the  opportunity  of  reply- 
ing to  some  objections  he  had  not  anticipated, 
and  to  others  arising  from  a  misapprehension 
or  evasion  of  his  first  arguments  in  support  of 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  Baldwin  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
preamble  to  the  resolve. 

Mr.  LowNDBS  assigned  briefiy  the  reasons 
why,  on  more  mature  reflection,  he  should  as- 
sent to  this  course,  though  he  had  at  first  pre- 
ferred the  other. 

The  question  being  taken  on  striking  out  the 
preamble,  was  decided  in  the  afBrmative — 87 
to  65. 

Mr.  Hemphill  observed  that  the  subject  be- 
fore the  House,  in  its  various  relations,  had  oc- 
cupied so  much  of  the  time  of  Congress,  that  it 
was  becoming  in  him  to  make  an  apology  for 
rising,  and  to  promise,  at  the  least,  to  be  as 
brief  as  possible.  He  said  he  would  make  no 
exordium,  but  engage  at  once  on  the  merits  of 
the  question. 

The  constitution  of  Missouri,  as  transmitted 
to  Congress,  enjoins,  in  the  most  positive  man- 
ner, and  makes  it  the  unqualified  duty  of  the 
Legislature  to  pass,  as  soon  as  may  be,  such 
laws  as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  free  ne- 
groes and  mulattoes  from  coming  to,  and  set- 
tling in,  the  State,  under  any  pretext  whatso- 
ever. If  these  free  colored  people  are  embraced 
in  the  second  section  of  the  4th  article  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  it  is  most 
clear  and  manifest  that  the  constitution  of 
Missouri  is  a  direct  infringement  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  repugnant 
to  it. 

The  section  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  to  which  I  have  alluded,  declares  that 
the  citizens  of  each  State  shaU  be  entitled  to 
all  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the 
several  States.  The  main  question,  according 
to  my  conception  of  it,  involves  but  this  single 
inquiry — Are  free  negroes  and  mulattoes,  or 
any  of  them,  citizens  of  the  United  States? 
The  report  of  the  honorable  committee,  as  I 
thought,  admitted  the  fact  of  citizenship ;  and 
this  circumstance  led  me  from  making  any  ex- 
amination on  that  point,  untU  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Baeboue)  yesterday  as- 
sumed the  broad  ground  of  denying  the  rights 
of  citizenship  to  any  free  black  or  mulatto 
man.  He  has  endeavored  to  give  us  a  defini- 
tion of  a  citizen  of  this  country ;  and  although 
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I  acknowledge  that  the  gentleman's  reflections 
on  the  subject  were  ingenious,  I  cannot  give 
my  assent  to  their  accuracy.  He  supposes  that 
a  citizen  means  a  person  who  is  entitled  to  all 
the  civil  rights  of  others  in  like  circumstances, 
unless  deprived  of  some  of  them  for  personal 
reasons.  He  then  proceeded  to  show  that  dis- 
criminations existed,  in  a  variety  of  instances, 
and  in  different  States,  between  the  white  and 
black  people ;  but  this  definition  cannot  be  a 
good  one,  unless  he  is  capable  of  proving  that, 
among  citizens,  a  majority  have  no  right  to 
make  any  such  discriminations.  What  is  there 
to  control  the  will  of  the  majority,  when  it 
does  not  come  in  collision  with  any  higher 
power  ? 

Discriminations  are  famUiar  to  ns,  in  the 
several  States,  both  as  to  political  and  civil 
rights;  but  it  never  was  believed  that  they 
effected  a  total  extinguishment  of  citizenship. 
Some  citizens  are  entitled  to  vote,  and  others 
are  not.  Some  are  exempted  from  serving  in 
the  militia,  or  on  juries,  for  various  reasons ; 
and  this  throws  an  unequal  burden  on  the  rest 
of  the  community.  Paupers  are  not  allowed 
even  to  choose  the  place  of  their  residence.  In 
some  cases,  whole  professions  are  distinguished 
from  others;  as,  for  instance,  when  ministers 
of  the  gospel  are  made  ineligible  to  office. 
Provisions  of  this  character  are  contained  in 
several  of  the  State  constitutions ;  I  wiU,  how- 
ever, only  read  a  clause  or  two  on  this  subject, 
from  the  constitution  of  Tennessee : 

"1.  "Whereas  ministers  of  the  gospel  are,  ty  their 
profession,  dedicated  to  God  and  the  care  of  souls, 
and  ought  not  to  be  diverted  from  the  great  duties  of 
their  functions,  therefore,  no  minister  of  the  gospel, 
or  priest,  of  any  denomination  whatever,  shall  be 
eligible  to  a  seat  in  either  House  of  the  Legislature. 

"  2.  No  person  who  denies  the  being  of  a  God,  or 
a  future  state  of  rewards  and  punishments,  shall 
hold  any  office  in  the  civil  department  of  this  State." 

The  latter  description  of  persons  are  citizens, 
although  their  infidelity  aflSicts  them  with  a 
much  deeper  misfortune  than  to  be  distinguished 
from  the  white  people,  merely  by  the  circum- 
stance of  color.  Females  are  also  citizens,  but 
they  by  no  means  fall  within  the  given  defini- 
tion, particularly  in  the  sense  in  which  it  is 
intended  to  operate  on  political  rights. 

The  gentleman  has  put  many  cases  in  illustra- 
tion of  his  definition.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
refer  to  each  case — I  will  select  two  only,  on 
which  I  am  desirous  of  making  a  few  observa- 
tions. 

The  first  is  on  an  argument  deduced  from  a 
law  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  gentleman,  seemed  to  be  entitled 
to  peculiar  force,  as  being  the  offspring  of  a 
State  so  celebrated  in  espousing  the  cause  of 
this  race  of  people.  It  is  a  law  by  which  mar- 
riages are  forbidden  between  the  white  and  the 
black  people;  but  if  this  circumstance  proves 
any  thing,  it  proves  too  much,  because  it  equally 
abridges  the  rights  of  both,  and  the  argument 
destroys  itself;  for  if,  on  that  account,  a  black 


person  is  not  a  citizen,  how  can  the  white  per- 
son be  a  citizen  ?  And  besides,  it  will  be  found, 
by  an  inspection  of  the  law,  that  the  penalties 
or  fines  are  imposed  only  on  the  white  people. 

The  other  case  stated  is,  that  the  black  peo- 
ple are  exempt  from  serving  in  the  miUtia. 
But  I  do  not  consider  this  as  a  deprivation  of  a 
right :  it  is  a  privilege,  and  is  so  esteemed,  when 
the  indulgence  is  granted  to  persons  advanced 
in  age.  The  colored  people  might  be  compelled 
to  form  in  companies  by  themselves,  so  as  not 
to  be  the  associates  of  the  white  soldiers,  as 
was  the  case  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  I  have 
taken  this  brief  notice  of  the  definition,  by  en- 
deavoring to  show  its  inaccuracy  when  applied 
to  the  complex  system  of  our  Federal  Govern- 
ment. 

We  shall  arrive  with  more  safety  at  the 
knowledge  whether  any  free  black  people  are 
citizens  or  not,  by  considering  their  acknowl- 
edged situation  in  a  general  point  of  view. 
And,  at  this  stage  of  my  remarks,  I  beg  the 
House  to  recollect  that,  previous  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
each  State  had  the  unquestionable  right  of  say- 
ing who  should  compose  its  own  citizens ;  and 
if,  at  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  were 
citizens  of  any  one  State  in  the  Union,  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution  gave  to  such  citizens  all  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  the  citizens  in  the 
several  States. 

I  have  examined  the  constitutions  of  the  sev- 
eral States,  and  there  are  but  seven  or  eight 
that,  in  terms,  exclude  the  colored  people  from 
voting.  In  these  constitutions  the  right  of  suf- 
frage is  confined  to  white  persons ;  but  this  af- 
fords a  very  forcible  argument  that  it  was  the 
opinion  of  the  members  of  their  convention, 
that  black  people  should  have  been  included 
under  the  general  term  of  citizens. 

In  the  Kentucky  constitution,  the  understand- 
ing of  the  convention  appears  plain.  The 
words  are,  "  Every  free  male  citizen,  (negroe^ 
mulattoes,  and  Indians,  excepted.") 

Under  the  old  constitution,  in  Maryland,  this 
description  of  people  voted ;  but  the  general 
terms  were  changed,  by  the  present  constitution 
of  that  State,  to  every  free  white  male  citizen. 

In  North  Carolina,  I  understand  that  they 
still  vote  at  elections.  In  Pennsylvania,  there 
have  been  instances  of  their  voting,  but  they 
are  seldom.  In  several  of  the  New  England 
States  they  exercise  this  right,  and  did  so  in 
choosing  the  delegates  who  formed  the  Federal 
Constitution.  In  Massachusetts,  and  in  the 
State  of  New  York  in  particular,  theyenioy  the 
acknowledged  and  uninterrupted  right  of  suf- 
frage ;  and  the  constitutions  of  these  States  are 
both  antecedent  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  The  question  might  be  very 
safely  rested  on  the  correctness  of  the  opinions 
enterta,med  in  these  two  respectable  States  on 
the  subject.  The  situation  of  the  black  people 
m  these  btates  was  known  anterior  to  the  Revo- 
lution, and  at  the  time  of  the  acknowledgment  of 
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our  independence ;  they  were  of  course  the  best 
capable  of  judging,  and  were  the  only  persons 
who  had  the  right  to  judge  whether  these  free 
people  were  embraced  in  the  general  terms  of 
their  constitutions. 

"When  our  different  constitutions  were  formed, 
this  class  of  people  lived  among  us,  not  in  the 
character  of  foreigners;  they  were  connected 
with  no  other  nation — this  was  their  native 
country,  and  as  dear  to  them  as  to  us.  Thou- 
sands of  them  were  free  born,  and  they  com- 
posed a  part  of  the  people  in  fhe  several  States. 
They  were  identified  with  the  nation,  and  its 
wealth  consisted,  in  part,  of  their  labor.  They 
had  fought  for  their  country,  and  were  righte- 
ously included  in  the  principles  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence.  This  was  their  condition 
when  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was 
framed,  and  that  high  instrument  does  not  cast 
the  least  shade  of  doubt  upon  any  of  their  rights 
or  privileges ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  may 
chaUenge  gentlemen  to  examine  it,  with  aU  the 
ability  they  are  capable  of,  and  see  if  it  con- 
tains a  single  expression  that  deprives  them  of 
any  privileges  that  is  bestowed  on  others. 

They  have  a  right  to  pursue  their  own  happi- 
ness, in  as  high  a  degree  as  any  other  class  of 
people.  Their  situation  is  similar  to  others,  in 
relation  to  the  acquirement  of  property,  and 
the  various  pursuits  of  industry.  They  are  en- 
titled to  the  same  rights  of  religion  and  protec- 
tion, and  are  subjected  to  the  same  punishments. 
They  are  enumerated  in  the  census.  They  can 
be  taxed,  and  made  liable  to  militia  duty ;  they 
are  denied  none  of  the  privileges  contained  in 
the  bill  of  rights;  and,  although  many  of  these 
advantages  are  allowed  to  a  stranger,  during  his 
temporary  residence,  yet  in  no  one  instance  is 
a  free  native  black  man  treated  as  a  foreigner. 

When  they  enjoy  all  these  rights,  civil  and 
religious,  equally  with  the  white  people ;  and 
when  they  all  flow  from  the  same  constitutions 
and  laws,  without  any  especial  designation  or 
reference  to  them,  I  have  a  curiosity  to  learn 
upon  what  principle  any  right  can  be  singled 
out,  as  one  of  which  they  are  to  be  deprived. 

I  appeal  to  the  public  transactions  in  this 
country,  to  the  different  constitutions,  and  to 
the  laws,  for  the  correctness  of  this  position ; 
that,  whenever  exceptions  are  intended  to  be 
made  in  regard  to  this  class  of  people,  that  it 
requires  express  provisions  for  the  purpose.  It 
is  said  that  they  are  not  witnesses  in  some 
States ;  but  it  requires  a  particular  law  to  ren- 
der them  incompetent  to  give  testimony. 

As  citizenship  has  not  been  defined  in  any  of 
the  conventions,  or  by  any  of  the  wise  assem- 
blages of  men  in  this  country,  it  would  be  rash 
in  me  to  attempt  to  give  any  thing  like  a  confi- 
dent definition;  but,  if  being  a  native,  and  free 
born,  and  of  parents  belonging  to  no  otlier  na- 
tion or  tribe,  does  not  constitute  a  citizen  in 
this  country,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  in  what 
manner  citizenship  is  acquired  by  birth.  This 
would  be  broader  than  necessary  for  the  pres- 
ent occasion,  as  it  would  exclude  the  children 


of  manumitted  slaves.  In  England,  from  whence 
we  adopt  many  of  our  customs,  the  sons  of  aliens 
are  deemed  natives ;  though  the  case  is  said  to 
be  different  in  many  other  countries. 

"When  a  foreigner  is  naturalized,  he  is  only 
put  in  the  place  of  a  native  freeman.  This  is 
the  general  idea  of  naturalization. 

The  word  citizen,  in  its  original  sense,  I  be- 
lieve, only  meant  a  free  person  of  a  city ;  it  had 
no  application  here  until  after  our  independ- 
ence; and  then  it  had  to  be  accommodated 
to  the  customary  and  peculiar  character  of 
our  complex  systei*.  In  our  political  accep- 
tation of  the  word,  it  differs  in  theory  and 
origin  from  allegiance ;  that  was  a  feudal 
connection,  acknowledging  the  distinction  of  su- 
perior and  inferior ;  it  was  a  species  of  slavish 
tenure.  But  citizenship  is  rather  in  the  natnre 
of  a  compact,  expressly  or  tacitly  made  ;  it  is  a 
political  tie,  and  the  mutual  obligations  are  con- 
tribution and  protection. 

If  our  free  black  population  should  be  im- 
pressed in  a  foreign  port,  how  could  we  redress 
the  wrong  if  we  have  no  political  connection 
with  them,  if  they  do  not  belong  to  our  politi- 
cal family  ?  Previous  to  the  Bevolution  they 
were  British  subjects,  and  they  were  dissolved 
from  any  further  connection  with  that  nation  at 
the  same  time  with  the  white  people ;  and  it 
would  be  exceedingly  strange,  if,  from  that  mo- 
ment, they  ceased  to  be  connected  with  any 
political  society.  Cases  are  familiar  where  they 
assume  not  only  the  appearance,  but  the  reality 
of  citizenship.  If  they  should  engage  in  com- 
merce, none  of  the  regulations,  as  to  foreigners, 
would  be  applicable  to  them.  Can  there  exist 
any  doubt  as  to  their  capacity  of  sustaining 
actions  in  the  Federal  courts  in  the  character  of 
citizens  ?  But  all  our  researches  on  this  sub- 
ject aim  principaEy  at  one  object;  it  is  to  as- 
certain what  was  the  opinion  of  the  patriots  of 
this  country,  at  an  early  day,  respecting  this 
question.  This  is  a  fountain,  when  reached, 
that  cannot  deceive  us ;  and,  in  looking  into  the 
ancient  records  of  this  Government,  we  find 
that  this  very  question  attracted  attention,  and 
received  a  solemn  decision.  The  fourth  article 
of  the  Confederation  reads  as  follows :  "  The 
better  to  secure  and  perpetuate  mutual  friend- 
ship and  intercourse  among  the  people  of  the 
different  States  in  the  Union,  the  free  inhabit- 
ants of  each  of  these  States — paupers,  vaga- 
bonds, and  fugitives  from  justice  excepted — 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties of  free  citizens  in  the  several  States."  This 
language  includes  every  free  inhabitant,  whether 
black  or  white,  and  clothes  him  with  all  the  priv- 
ileges of  a  citizen ;  and  that  this  was  the  actual 
intention  appears  from  the  minutes  taken  when 
the  Confederation  was  agreed  to,  (first  volume 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  page  26.) 
When  the  fourth  article  was  under  considera- 
tion, the  delegates  from  South  Carolina  being 
called,  moved  the  following  amendments  in  be- 
half of  their  State;  1.  In  article  fourth,  be- 
tween the  words  fi-ee  inhabitants,  insert  white 
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— passed  in  the  negative,  ayes,  2,  noes  8,  and 
one  State  divided.  It  was  then  moved,  after 
tlie  words  "  the  several  States,"  to  insert,  "  ac- 
cording to  the  law  of  snch  States  respectively," 
for  the  government  of  their  own  free  white  in- 
habitants, passed  in  the  negative — ayes  2,  noes 
8,  and  one  State  divided — and  in  the  Journals 
of  Congress,  in  1788,  we  are  furnished  with  the 
opinion  of  Congress,  on  this  subject,  in  terms 
equally  clear  and  explicit,  when  it  was  resolved, 
with  the  exception  of  two  States,  one  of  which 
was  divided,  that  all  charges  "of  war  and  all 
the  expenses  that  have  been  or  shall  be  incurred 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare, 
&o.,  shall  be  defrayed  out  of  the  common  treas- 
ury, which  shall  be  supplied  by  the  several 
States,  in  proportion  to  the  whole  number  of 
white  and  other  free  citizens  and  inhabitants  of 
every  age,  sex,  and  condition,"  &c. 

Here  it  is  acknowledged  expressly  that  there 
were  other  free  citizens  besides  white  citizens. 
If  this  will  not  convince  gentlemen  that  free 
negroes  and  mulattoes  were,  from  early  times, 
considered  as  citizens,  and  composed  a  part  of 
the  people  who  chose  the  delegates  to  frame  the 
Federal  Constitution,  it  wiU  be  in  vain  for  me 
to  urge  the  matter  any  further. 

I  will  add  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject  of 
manumitted  slaves.  Among  the  Romans,  as  it 
appears  from  Cooper's  Justinian,  there  were 
three  grades ;  the  first  class  of  their  freemen 
were  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  Roman  citi- 
zens ;  the  other  two  classes  were  only  allowed 
the  enjoyment  of  inferior  rights.  What  would 
be  the  condition  of  a  manumitted  slave,  in  this 
country,  where  the  equal  rights  of  man  are  more 
highly  appreciated  than  in  any  other  nation,  I 
will  not  undertake  to  say. 

In  England,  also,  slight  circumstances  were 
caught  at  to  eflFect  the  enfranchisement  of  per- 
sons held  in  villanage — such  as  the  master  bring- 
ing an  action  against  his  villain,  which  was 
construed  to  be  the  putting  of  him  on  an  equal 
footing  with  himself.  The  idea  that  a  free 
colored  man,  if  a  citizen,  would  be  ehgible  to 
any  office,  however  elevated,  seems  irreconcil- 
able to  the  impressions  of  some  gentlemen. 
But  it  will  be  recollected  that  this  is  an  event 
that  has  never  occurred  in  States  where  they 
are  acknowledged  to  be  citizens.  The  manners 
and  practical  distinctions  in  private  life,  which 
are  observed  between  the  white  and  the  black 
people,  will  form  a  barrier,  in  this  respect,  as 
insurmountable  as  if  ingrafted  in  the  constitution 
itself;  and  no  danger  need  be  feared  that  there 
will  be  .any  other  commixture  of  community 
than  we  see  at  present.  There  are  thousa,nds 
of  white  people  who  have  no  better  chance  of 
being  placed  in  office.  I  would  not  wish  to  see 
a  practice  prevail  of  putting  them  in  situations 
that  would  create  any  disagreeable  or  unpleas- 
ant sensations ;  but  this  is  no  reason  why  they 
should  not  be  allowed  the  practical  enjoyment 
of  such  rights  of  citizenship  as  our  customs  and 
habits  may  approve  of  as  suitable  to  their  con- 
dition. 


It  is,  however,  wholly  unnecessary,^  on  this 
occasion,  to  trouble  ourselves  in  drawing  nice 
lines  of  distinction  as  to  the  propriety  or  power 
of  abridging  the  common  rights  in  regard  to  this 
class  of  people ;  for  no  one  can  gravely  accede 
to  the  proposition,  that  a  citizen  can  be  denied 
the  privilege  of  residing  on  the  soil  of  his  citi- 
zenship, when  he  has  committed  no  offence; 
that  he  can  be  held  in  a  state  of  exile  without 
being  branded  with  any  mark  of  disgrace. 


Tttesdat,  December  13. 


The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  resolution  for  ad- 
mitting the  State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  addressed  the 
House,  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  soliciting  the  indulgence  of 
the  House  upon  the  present  occasion,  I  cannot 
avoid  expressing  my  sincere  regret,  which  none 
can  feel  more  deeply,  that  the  odious  Missouri 
question  should  ever  have  been  revived.  After 
the  discussion  at  the  last  session,  after  the  ex- 
citement it  had  occasioned  in  this  House  and  in 
the  nation  ;  after  the  deliberate  decision  of  the 
National  Legislature,  connected  with  the  prin- 
ciple of  an  honorable  compromise,  calculated  at 
once  to  allay  public  agitation  and  reconcile  con- 
flicting views,  and  fully  and  fairly  executed 
upon  one  side,  as  far  as  it  was  practicable,  it 
was  at  least  to  be  desired  that  it  would  be  the 
wish,  as,  in  my  humble  opinion  it  is  the  duty, 
of  every  friend  of  his  country,  that  this  subject 
should  have  been  put  forever  at  rest ;  and  that 
the  people  of  Missouri,  mingling  their  interests 
and  feelings  with  those  of  the  other  States, 
should  have  been  permitted  quietly  to  take 
then-  station  in  our  National  Confederacy.  But 
it  seems  that  all  these  expectations  are  iUusory, 
and  that  the  ordinary  course  of  public  business 
is  again  to  be  interrupted  by  the  agitation  of  a 
subject,  which,  I  fear,  cannot  lead  to  any  prof- 
itable result. 

I  admit,  with  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania who  spoke  second  in  this  debate,  (Mr. 
Sergeant,)  that  the  subject  has  assumed  a  dif- 
ferent, though  an  important  form  ;  but  it  still 
appears  to  me  to  have  arisen  out  of  the  old 
question,  and  that  its  importance  is  derived 
much  more  from  its  effects  upon  the  national 
tranquillity  and  the  interests  of  our  white  popu- 
lation, than  that  class  of  persons  whose  rights-^ 
are  supposed  to  be  affected  by  the  Missouri 
constitution ;  who,  as  I  believe  I  shall  be  able 
to  show,  have  little  interest  in  the  matter 

I  can  assure  the  House  that  I  feel  no  inclina- 
tion to  prolong  the  discussion  upon  so  unpleas- 
ant a  subject  beyond  that  which  every  one 
must  feel,  to  prevent  any  misconception  of  his 
course;  and  the  best  apology,  perhaps,  for  en- 
gaging their  attention  at  all,  is  to  be  found  in 
the  contrariety  of  views  by  which  gentlemen 
who  thmk  with  me  have  been  conducted  to  the 
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result.  I  do  not  advert  to  this  circumstance 
with  the  least  intention  of  undervaluing  the 
arguments  of  those  who  enjoy  so  deservedly 
the  respect  of  this  House  and  the  country ;  bat 
it  will  always  happen  in  the  first  agitation  of 
great  constitutional  questions,  involving  the 
principles  upon  which  the  institutions  of  the 
Government  are  founded,  that  a  variety  of  rea- 
sons may  lead  different  minds  to  a  similar  con- 
clusion ;  and  when  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  avow 
that,  I  do  not  rely  upon  all  the  grounds  taken 
hy  other  gentlemen  who  advocate  this  resolu- 
tion, I  desire  to  be  understood  as  saying  no 
more  than  that  they  have  not  the  same  weight 
with  me  that  they  appear  to  have  had  with 
others. 
■r  '  "  I  entertain  no  doubt  that  Missouri  is  not,  at 
present,  a  State  of  this  Union ;  and  I  am  equally 
clear,  that  it  is  both  the  right  and  duty  of 
^  ^  ^  '•  Congress  to  examine  the  constitution  which 
has  been  submitted  to  us ;  and,  if  it  be  found 
repugnant  to  the  principles  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  refuse  to  admit  the  State 
into  the  Union.  No  State  can  of  right  claim 
to  be  admitted  a  member  unless  her  frame  of 
government  is  conformable  to  the  principles  of 
the  confederacy  of  which  she  seeks  to  be  a  part. 
This  was  the  doctrine  for  which  I  contended 
when  I  had  the  honor  to  address  the  House  at 
the  last  session,  and  I  have  seen  no  cause  since 
to  change  my  opinion.  I  have,  therefore,  ex- 
amined the  constitution  of  Missouri,  and  am 
satisfied  that  it  is  republican,  and  not  repugnant 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

It  must  be  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  the 
constitution  of  Missouri  is  republican.  To  deny 
it  this  character  because  it  does  not  prohibit 
slavery,  would  be  to  pronounce  the  constitu- 
tions of  all  the  original  States  in  the  Union,  and 
that  of  the  United  States,  anti- republican.  Nor 
should  it  be  forgotten,  that,  as  it  respects  the 
slaves,  in  regard  to  whom  the  proceedings  of 
the  last  session  offered  some  admonition,  its 
provisions  are  both  liberal  and  humane ;  con- 
ferring upon  this  unhappy  class  of  persons 
greater  rights,  and  guarding  them  with  better 
securities,  than  they  enjoy  in  any  State  in  the 
Union  in  which  they  exist. 

The  only  objection  which  is  taken  to  the 
constitution,  is  founded  on  that  article  which 
provides  that  "  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Legis- 
lature, as  soon  as  may  be,  to  pass  such  laws  as 
may  be  necessary  to  prevent  free  negroes  and 
mulattoes  from  coming  to,  and  setthng  in,  this 
State,  under  any  pretext  whatsoever."  It 
should  here  be  remarked,  that  the  Missouri 
Convention  could  derive  no  lesson  upon  this 
subject  from  the  proceedings  of  the  last  session, 
which,  professing  only  to  close  the  territory 
against  slaves,  could  not  be  construed  into  a  de- 
sign to  open  it  for  free  negroes.  In  announcing 
this  course,  too,  the  convention  have  proposed 
merely  to  model  their  municipal  policy  after 
that  of  a  majority  of  the  old  thirteen  States, 
and  of  those  subsequently  admitted,  dictated,  as 
I  believe,  by  no  improper  temper,  but  rather  by 


the  danger  of  an  influx  of  this  class  of  persons 
from  the  Southern  part  of  the  continent,  who 
alone  would  be  likely  to  go  there.  If  this 
policy  be  right  in  the  old  States,  it  cannot  be 
wrong  in  Missouri.  We  cannot  charge  Mis- 
souri with  a  violation  of  the  constitution, 
without  pi'onouncing  the  same  judgment  upon 
the  original  parties  to  the  compact ;  and  I  shall 
not  be  readily  persuaded  of  the  unsoundness  of 
a  doctrine  which  has  regulated  the  practice  of 
the  State  and  General  Governments,  ever  since 
their  organization ;  nor  will  I  hastily  pronounce 
the  laws  of  half  the  ^ates  in  the  Union  uncon- 
stitutional and  void. 

But,  I  proceed  to  consider  more  particularly, 
the  character  and  extent  of  the  objectionable 
provision ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  remark,  first,  that 
of  itself,  it  is  entirely  inoperative.  It  does  not 
infringe  the  rights  of  any  person  whatsoever, 
nor  does  it  prohibit  any  free  negro  from  emi- 
grating to  the  State  of  Missouri.  It  is  direc- 
tory merely  to  the  Legislature  to  do  so,  and, 
until  they  have  made  it  by  their  enactment,  no 
prohibition  does,  or  can  exist.  It  is  not,  nor 
can  it  be  known,  that  the  Legislature  will  ever 
pass  such  a  law ;  if  the  direction  be  unconstitu- 
tional, they  never  can.  If  they  should,  the  law, 
and  not  the  constitution,  would  create  the  pro- 
hibition; unless  the  Legislature  should  derive 
the  power  to  pass  the  law  from  this  provision. 
But,  it  cannot  he  pretended,  that  this  clause 
confers  on  the  Legislature  any  new  or  greater 
power  than  they  would  possess  without  it.  In 
governments  not  republican,  the  legislative  is 
the  supreme  power ;  in  those  which  are  repub- 
lican, the  supreme  power  is  in  the  people ;  and 
imder  our  system,  therefore,  the  constitutions 
abridge,  rather  than  enlarge  the  powers  of  the 
legislative  department.  The  provision,  then, 
instead  of  conferring  new  power,  directs  the 
Legislature  to  exert  a  power  already  in  them, 
independent  of  the  constitution,  and  depending 
for  its  efficacy  in  no  degree  upon  the  authority 
of  the  constitution.  If  this  clause  confers  no 
new  power,  so  it  imposes  no  additional  obliga- 
tion upon  the  Legislature ;  it  directs  the  exer- 
cise of  a  legislative  function,  upon  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  right  to  exercise  it  exists,  and  that 
it  may  be  rightfully  employed.  It  does  nat  re- 
quire the  Legislature  to  pass  the  law,  per  fas 
aut  nefas,  right  or  wrong;  but  to  do  so  if  they 
can  consistently  with  then-  constitutional  obli- 
gations. In  referruag  the  subject  to  legislative 
interposition,  the  convention  could  have  de- 
signed nothing  else,  than  that  it  should  act 
under  the  same  responsibilities,  and  with  the 
same  regard  to  motives  of  State  and  general 
policy  as  in  other  cases.  They  could  not  have 
made  it  obligatory  upon  the  Legislature  to  pass 
the  law  at  all  events,  for  this  would -have  been 
requiring  them  to  violate  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  which  their  oaths,  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature,  bound  them  to  support. 
Besides,  if  it  had  been  the  design  to  enact  the 
prohibition  without  regard  to  constitutional  re- 
straints; or  to  abridge  legislative  discretion,  the 
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convention,  themselvee,  would  have  ingrafted 
it  upon  their  work,  and  not  have  referred  it  to 
the  Legislature.  The  injunctions  of  the  conven- 
tion in  matters  of  legislative  cognizance  must 
always  be  subservient  to  the  higher  duties  of 
the  legislator,  the  first  of  which  is  to  pass  no 
law  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  The  direction  in  question,  therefore, 
amounts  to  nothing  more  than  that  the  Legisla- 
ture shall  originate  the  system,  provided  they 
shall  deem  it  compatible  with  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States. 

If,  therefore,  this  clause  neither  enlarges  the 
power,  nor  increases  the  obligations  of  the 
Legislature  of  Missouri,  the  power  of  the  State 
in  relation  to  the  General  Government,  and  the 
checks  and  balances  of  the  latter,  are  the  same 
as  they  would  be  independent  of  it;  and  if  the 
relation  of  the  State  to  the  United  States,  and 
the  rights  of  the  persons  to  be  afifected  by  it 
are  the  same  whether  the  clause  be  in  or  out 
of  the  constitution,  the  Legislature  wiU  act,  if 
at  all,  at  the  same  peril,  and  under  the  same 
restraints,  as  though  it  did  not  exist,  and  it 
would  be  the  law  and  not  the  constitution  of 
Missouri  which  would  be  repugnant  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  if  either  could 
be.  How  then  can  we  say,  that  a  clause  of  a 
nature  perfectly  nugatory,  possessing  no  legal 
force  or  operation,  which  confers  no  additional 
power,  nor  creates  any  new  obligation,  but  directs 
a  legislative  interference  subject  to  the  higher 
control  of  the  institutions  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, can  be  unconstitutional  ? 

If  this  clause  do  not  violate  the  constitution, 
it  is  not  possible  for  Congress  to  anticipate  the 
passage  of  an  unconstitutional  law,  and  pros- 
pectively to  pronounce  it  void,  much  less  can 
we  act  upon  such  a  supposition.  Suppose,  for 
example,  that  this  clause  were  not  in  the  consti- 
tution, but  that  Congress  had  reason  to  believe, 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Missouri  Legis- 
lature to  pass  a  similar  law ;  could  Congress  re- 
quire from  them,  as  the  terms  of  their  ad- 
mission into  the  Union,  a  stipulation,  that  no 
such  law  should  ever  be  passed  ?  Clearly  not ; 
for  this  would  not  only  be  drawing  to  Congress 
the  judicial  power  of  revising  State  laws,  which 
they  Jiever  can  possess,  but  it  would  amount  to 
a  condition  tying  up  the  functions  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  denying  it  the  same  powers  which 
have  been  actually  exerted  by  the  other  States. 
Sir,  as  it  regards  the  municipal  laws  of  the 
States,  Congress  must  always  rely  upon  the 
sound  legal  discretion  of  the  State  Legislature 
not  to  pass  unconstitutional  acts,  and  upon  the 
firmness  and  integrity  of  the  national  judiciary, 
to  avoid  them  if  they  should.  With  regard  to 
the  present  States  we  have  no  other  reliance, 
and  we  need  no  other. 

And  why,  sir,  do  we  fear  the  Legislature  of 
Missouri  more  than  we  do  those  of  the  other 
States?  "We  have  stipulated  to  admit  these 
people  into  the  Union,  and,  wishing  to  avoid 
our  obligation,  we  refuse  to  execute  it,  because 
we  are  pleased  to  suspect  that  at  some  future 


time  their  Legislature  may  pass  a  law,  which 
we  choose  to  determine  would  be  unconsti- 
tutional I 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  suppose  the  clause  m  the 
Missouri  constitution  be  considered  as  making 
it  obligatory  upon  the  Legislature  to  pass  a  law- 
conformable  to  its  terms,  is  its  compatibility 
with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
irreconcilable  ?  The  clause  in  the  latter  instru- 
ment with  which  it  is  supposed  to  he  in  con- 
flict, provides,  that  "  the  citizens  of  each  State 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties of  citizens  in  the  several  States."  Now,  on 
this  supposition,  I  do  not  require  gentlemen  to 
refer  this  question  to  the  judiciary,  for  I  am 
prepared  to  decide  it  for  myself;  but,  I  ask 
them,  when  they  attempt  its  interpretation 
here,  to  be  guided  by  the  same  rules  of  con- 
struction by  which  the  Judiciary  would  decide, 
if  it  were  before  them.  If  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri possess  any  power  over  the  subject-mat- 
ter to  which  the  provision  relates,  then  it  is  not 
altogether  void ;  it  is  in  part  at  least  good,  and 
we  must  give  it  a  construction  which  will  re- 
concile the  powers  of  the  State  with  those  of 
the  General  Government ;  otherwise,  we  should 
deny  to  the  State  the  power  of  acting  at  all,  lest 
it  might  transcend  its  proper  sphere. 

It  must  be  conceded,  sir,  that  if  there  are  any 
free  negroes  and  mulattoes,  who  are  citizens  of 
any  State,  yet  that  the  great  majority  of  this 
class  of  persons  in  the  United  States  are  citizens 
of  no  State.  As  to  these,  by  far  the  greatest 
number,  the  power  of  Missouri  is  complete; 
their  emigration  to  the  State  may  be  constitu- 
tionally prohibited,  and,  so  far  as  it  may  operate 
upon  them,  the  clause  is  good.  Missouri,  then, 
has  the  undeniable  right  to  prevent  "  free  ne- 
groes and  mulattoes  "  from  settling  within  her 
State ;  and,  in  order  to  give  any  color  to  the 
objection,  gentlemen  are  obliged  to  assert  that 
the  clause  excludes  all  free  negroes  and  mulat- 
toes, including  citizens  of  the  several  States. 
If  Missouri  had  no  power  to  prevent  any  free 
negroes  from  going  there,  the  clause  might  be 
bad ;  but  she  is  admitted  to  possess  sufficient 
power  to  fin  up  the  plain  literal  scope  of  thev 
clause ;  and  it  can  never  be  bad,  unless  the  Leg- 
islature exceed  even  the  limits  of  the  injunc- 
tion. Is  it  fair  to  presume  that  the  Le^slature 
will  do  so,  where  they  have  neither  a  legal  nor 
moral  obligation  to  urge  them  forward,  but 
have  both  to  help  them  back? 

It  is  our  duty,  moreover,  sir,  to  give  to  the 
words  of  the  clause  that  sense  in  which  they 
are  usually  employed  in  all  parts  of  the  country, 
and  by  men  of  sdl  classes ;  and  in  that  sense 
they  import,  ex  m  termini,  that  class  of  colored 
people  who  are  neither  slaves  nor  citizens.  In 
a  country  where  there  are  slaves  who  can  be- 
come citizens,  the  middle  condition  of  a  man 
passing  from  slavery  to  citizenship,  can  be  no 
otherwise  designated  than  by  the  terms  here 
employed,  since  Ms  freedom  does  not  neces- 
sarily import  citizenship.  When  we  speak  of  a 
negro  slave,  we  mean  one  who  owes  a  lasting 
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service  to  a  master ;  when  we  speak  of  a  free 
negro,  we  refer  to  Mm  who  has  been  set  free 
by  his  master ;  and  the  appellation  of  citizen 
belongs  to  a  higher  condition  and  fuller  rights. 
If  we  design  to  discriminate  between  citizens 
of  different  color,  we  should  use  the  terms 
white  citizens,  or  black  or  negro  citizens,  which 
have,  I  confess,  to  my  ear  at  least,  the  sound 
of  novelty.  In  common  parlance,  therefore,  we 
use  the  term  free  negro  in  contradistinction 
both  to  slaves  and  citizens,  in  the  same  way  as 
the  freedman  among  the  Romans  denoted  the 
middle  condition  between  the  bondman  and  the 
Roman  citizen.  The  convention  of  Missoiu-i 
could  not  have  used  the  tei-ms  in  any  other 
sense,  espe'fciaUy  when  it  is  considered  that 
their  principal  design  was  to  exclude  this  class 
of  people,  of  idle  and  dissolute  habits,  upon 
their  Southern  and  Eastern  borders,  who  are 
confessedly  not  citizens,  and  known  only  as  free 
negroes  and  mulattoes,  rather  than  those  in  the 
Northern  and  Eastern  States,  who,  it  cannot  be 
supposed,  will  be  likely  ever  to  wander  into 
this  Western  region.  But  as  this  part  of  the 
subject  has  been  pressed  more  in  detail,  and 
with  greater  ability  than  I  could  hope  to  em- 
•  ploy,  I  win  say  no  more  in  regard  to  it  than 
that,  while  there  is  a  sound,  legal,  rational  con- 
struction at  hand,  which  reconciles  the  con- 
stitution of  Missouri  with  that  of  the  United 
States,  we  are  bound  ia  a  fair  performance  of 
our  engagements  to  adopt  it,  rather  than  dili- 
gently to  hunt  after  some  technical  objection 
by  which  we  avoid  the  one,  under  the  pretext 
of  obeying  the  other. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  these  are  not  the  princi- 
pal views  which  I  design  to  submit ;  I  confess 
that  the  great  ground  upon  which  my  opinion 
is  formed  is,  that  the  free  negroes  and  mulat- 
toes in  the  Tjnited  States  are  not  that  descrip- 
tion of  citizens  contemplated  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  as  entitled  to  Federal 
rights. 

I  do  not  mean,  sir,  to  deny  that  these  people 
have  certain  rights.  I  admit  they  have  many ; 
and  these  I  would  cherish,  and,  when  consistent 
with  the  safety  of  the  white  population,  enlarge. 
^  But  their  rights  are  of  a  local  nature,  dependent 
upon  the  gratuitous  favor  of  the  municipal  au- 
thority of  the  States,  and  liable  to  be  curtailed 
or  enlarged  by  those  authorities ;  they  are  lim- 
ited to  the  State  granting  them,  and  confer  no 
claim  to  similar  privileges  and  immimities 
purely  federal.  Gentlemen  must  not  only  show 
that  a  free  negro  may  be  admitted  to  the  en- 
joyment of  some  rights  of  citizenship  in  a  par- 
ticular State,  but  they  must  also  show  that-he 
is  of  that  description  of  "  citizen  "  to  whom  the 
constitution  meant  to  guarantee  equal  rights  in 
every  State.  The  State  authority  may  confer 
the  right  of  citizenship  within  their  State  upon 
aliens  and  Indians;  but  it  was  never  imagined 
that  they  would  therefore  be  the  subjects  of 
federal  rights.  If  or  could  the  constitution  have 
intended  to  refer  to  any  description  of  persons 
whose  privileges  were  matters  of  grace  from  the 
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local  municipality.  For  I  take  it  to  be  clear, 
that  no  person  can  claim  federal  immunities 
who  cannot  claim,  as  a  matter  of  right,  the 
privileges  of  a  citizen  in  the  State  of  which  he 
is  a  resident.  A  consideration  of  the  nature  of 
citizenship  and  the  principles  of  the  Federal 
Union,  will  show  that  the  free  negroes  in  oui 
country  have  no  such  pretensions.  An  inat- 
tention to  the  distinction  here  taken,  has  led  to 
great  misapprehension  throughout  the  argu- 
ment. Gentlemen  have  seen  some  few  of  these 
people  voting  in  some  one  or  two  of  the  States, 
and  have  seized  upon  tma  circumstance  as  con- 
clusive evidence  of  citizenship,  without  reflect- 
ing that,  as  a  political  right,  it  is  the  conse- 
quence rather  than  the  characteristic  of  citizen- 
ship, and  may  depend  upon  the  precarious  ten- 
ure of  the  local  legislature,  which,  if  it  pleased 
so  to  order,  might  deprive  a  real  citizen  of  the 
right  of  voting,  while  at  the  same  time  it  should 
confer  it  upon  an  alien  who  could  claim  none 
of  the  essential  rights  which  characterize  a 
citizen. 

I  concur  entirely  in  the  definition  of  a  citizen, 
as  given  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia on  my  left,  (Mr.  Baebouk,)  who  has 
spoken  with  so  much  ability,  and  left  I  fear 
little  for  me  to  add.  I  believe  that  his  defini- 
tion will  be  found,  in  all  its  prominent  parts,  to 
be  fuUy  supported  by  the  best  authors  upon  the 
subject,  as  well  as  the  reason  of  the  case.  I 
take  it,  sir,  that  a  person,  to  be  a  "citizen" 
under  our  Government,  must  be  a  member  of  ^ 
the  civil  community,  and  entitled  as  matter  of 
right  to  equal  advantages  in  that  community. 
BBs  rights  result  from  his  association  with  it, 
and  of  which  nothing  short  of  his  own  wiE  or 
misconduct  can  deprive  him.  They  are  rights 
independent  of  the  pohtical  power,  and  inalien- 
able. They  were  anterior  to  the  community,  1/ 
were  carried  into  it,  and  their  preservation 
formed  the  great  object  of  the  association. 
They  may  be  modified,  but  cannot  be  desh-oyed, 
by  the  political  power  of  the  society.  A  State, 
for  instance,  may  regulate  the  right  of  suffrage, 
and  extend  it  to  such  only  of  its  members  as 
possess  a  freehold  property;  but  it  could  not 
extend  it  to  one  freeholder  and  not  to  another; 
much  less  could  it  say  that  a  citizen  should  not 
acquire  a  freehold ;  for  it  is  the  inherent  right 
of  every  .citizen  to  exert  his  mental  and  physi- 
cal powers  in  the  pursuit  of  happiness,  and  for 
the  acquisition  of  property,  and  to  have  his  ac- 
quisitions protected.  Our  political  system  is 
founded  upon  this  principle  of  equal  rights  in 
the  members  of  the  community,  and  any  State 
regulation  which  should  interfere  with  them, 
would  be  unconstitutional.  It  follows,  there- 
fore, that  those  only  are  "citizens "  who  can 
claim  these  advantages  as  _a.  matter  of  right ; 
all  others,  and  those  whose  privileges  depend 
upon  the  gi-aoe  or  favor  of  the  local  authority, 
fall  under  the  denomination  of  inhabitants  and 
aliens,  holding  their  rights  at  the  wOl  of  the 
Government  under  which  they  live.  Upon  a 
subject  on  which  so  great  a  variety  of  opinion 
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has  been  entertained,  I  pray  to  be  indulged  in 
referring  to  an  authority  in  support  of  the  ex- 
position I  am  pursuing.  It  is  remarked  by 
Vattel,  who,  in  this  respect,  follows  G-roti-us, 
that  "  The  citizens  are  the  members  of  the 
civil  society.  Bound  to  this  society  by  certain 
duties,  and  subject  to  its  authority,  they  equally 
participate  in  its  advantages.  The  natives  are 
those  born  in  the  country  of  those  who  are 
citizens.  In  order  to  be  of  the  country,  it  is 
necessary  that  a  person  be  bom  of  a  father  who 
is  a  citizen." 

"  The  inhabitants,  as  distinguished  from  citi- 
zens, are  strangers  who  are  permitted  to  settle 
and  stay  in  the  country.  Bound  by  their  resi- 
dence to  the  society,  they  are  subject  to  the 
laws  of  the  State  while  they  reside  there,  and 
they  are  obliged  to  defend  it,  because  it  grants 
them  protection,  though  they  do  not  partici- 
pate in  all  the  rights  of  citizens.  They  enjoy 
only  the  advantages  which  the  laws  or  customs 
give  them." 

"  The  perpetual  inhabitants  are  those  who 
have  received  the  right  of  perpetual  residence. 
These  are  a  kind  of  citizen  of  an  inferior  order, 
and  are  united  and  subject  to  the  society  with- 
out participation  in  all  its  advantages.  Their 
children  folio  w  the  condition  of  their  fathers, "  &c. 

Of  the  two  last  of  these  classes,  I  consider 
the  Indians  and  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  of 
the  United  States.  The  "laws  and  custom" 
nowhere  give  them  the  right  of  participating  in 
all  the  advantages  of  society.  Their  actual  ad- 
vantages vary  in  almost  every  State ;  in  some 
they  are  dealt  out  more  liberally ;  in  others 
with  a  sparing  hand ;  in  none  are  they  com- 
plete. In  some  States  they  cannot  be  witness 
against  the  whites ;  in  others  they  cannot  be 
jurors ;  in  none  are  they  allowed  to  hold  offices 
or  to  intermarry  with  the  whites — a  circum- 
stance to  which  I  shaU  more  particularly  ad- 
vert hereafter.  If  they  were  citizens,  these 
disabilities  could  not  be  imposed  upon  them, 
but  for  some  personal  defect.  The  real  truth 
is,  sir,  that  they  are  nowhere  considered  as 
members  of  the  civil  Society,  but  as  inhabitants 
of  the  country,  holding  their  rights  at  the  wUl 
of  the  local  authority. 

It  was  competent,  in  the  original  formation 
of  the  societies  which  now  compose  this  Union, 
to  admit  into  the  association,  or  to  exclude 
from  it,  any  description  of  persons  whatsoever. 
Every  one  in  any  degree  acquainted  with  the 
history  of  the  first  settlement  of  these  States 
must  know  that  the  association  was  of  white 
people — Europeans  and  their  descendants.  The 
idea  of  a  mixture  was  at  no  time  tolerated ; 
even  the  aboriginal  Indians  were  not  received 
as  a  competent  part  of  the  civil  or  political 
community;  but  the  country  was  settled, 
and  the  society  formed,  by  a  white  popu- 
lation. It  was  essentially  a  white  community. 
In  its  origin  the  black  population  could  have 
formed  no  part  of  it,  and  throughout  its  progress 
the  invincible  barrier  to  a  mixture  of  white 
and  black,  and  the  positive  regulations  of  so- 


ciety, have  perpetually  excluded  them.  They 
could  not,  therefore,  upon  the  principles  of  the 
association,  and  in  the  nature  of  things,  be 
entitled  to  equal  rights. 

The  African  race  came  to  the  country 
posterior  to  the  whites,  and  their  original  con- 
dition most  unhappily  was  that  of  slaves.  As 
such,  they  were  clearly  without  the  pale  of  the 
society ;  and  it  is  equally  clear  that  they  never 
could  be  admitted  within  it  afterwards,  unless 
by  some  positive  law,  or  by  long  usage  and 
custom.  They  never  have  been  admitted  by 
either.  In  Pennsylvania,  and  many»  other 
States,  they  were  expressly  excluded  from  the 
benefit  of  the  naturalization  laws  existing  in 
the  States,  prior  to  the  adoption,  of  the  Federal 
Constitution. 

Where  is  there  any  positive  institution  pro- 
viding for  their  incorporation  into  the  civil 
community,  or  extending  to  them  equal  rights? 
Where  is  the  State  in  the  Union  in  which  it  is 
declared,  by  positive  enactment,  that  free  ne- 
groes shall  be  entitled  to  claim  all  the  rights  of 
citizens,  and  be  entitled  "  equally  to  participate 
in  the  advantages  of  the  civil"  or  political 
"  society  ? "  I  never  heard  that  there  was  one. 
The  act  of  emancipation  cannot  have  this  effect, 
unless  it  should  be  so  declared  by  some  express 
statutory  provision.  Emancipation  is  the  mere 
act  of  the  owner ;  it  is  merely  a  relinquishment 
of  his  claim  to  the  services  of  the  negro ;  it 
gives  freedom  to  the  slave,  but  it  is  not  com- 
petent for  the  owner,  a  single  individual,  by 
any  act  of  his,  to  constitute  him  a  citizen. 
This  must  be  the  work  of  the  society  at  large. 
There  cannot  he  a  stronger  illustration  of  this, 
than  that  the  right  and  form  of  ihe  manumis- 
sion of  slaves  is  everywhere  a  matter  of  State 
regulation;  under  which  they  confer  on  the 
manumitted  slaves  only  the  rights  of  free  ne- 
groes, not  of  citizens,  distinguishing  between 
the  two  conditions,  and  creating  a  liability  on 
the  owner  to  support  the  negro,  if  at  any  period 
of  his  life  he  should  become  unable  to  support 
himself.  This  would  never  be,  if  by  the  act  of 
manumission  the  negro  were  admitted  to  the 
rights  of  a  citizen,  for  in  that  case  it  would  be 
the  duty  of  the  society  at  large  to  provide  for 
his  age  and  infirmities,  and  they  would  have 
no  power  to  impose  the  obligation  exclusively 
upon  the  owner.  It  is  because  he  can  neither 
incorporate  with,  nor  attain  to  any  rank  in  the 
society,  whereby  his  means  and  inducements  to 
provide  for  himself  are  diminished,  that  the 
owner  is  not  suffered  to  oast  him  loose  upon 
the  community  without  becoming  responsible 
for  his  maintenance..  Sir,  the  doctrine  is  con- 
firmed by  the  experience  of  all  history. 

When  Mr.  MoLakb  had  taken  his  seat — 

Mr.  Mat.t.ary,  of  Vermont,  observed,  that  he 
was  conscious  of  his  small  claims  to  the  indul- 
gence of  the  House,  while  he  presented  his 
views  on  the  subject  which  engaged  its  atten- 
tion. He  trusted,  however,  some  excuse  would 
be  found  in  the  interesting  character  of  the 
question  to  be  decided. 
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The  measure  proposed  is  calculated  to  affect 
the  privileges  of  a  part  of  the  people  of  that 
section  of  the  Union  to  which  I  belong,  said 
Mr.  M.,  and  particularly  of  the  State  of  which 
I  am  a  Eepresentative.  I  feel  myself  under 
the  highest  obligation  to  assert,  feebly  as  it  may 
be,  the  rights  and  privileges  of  those  whom  the 
institutions  of  other  States,  as  well  as  my  own, 
declare  to  be  their  citizens.  Such  as  they  re- 
cognize as  deserving  their  protecting  care,  I 
hope  I  shall  be  ever  ready  and  willing  to  de- 
fend. 

Is  the  constitution  of  Missouri  repugnant  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  ? 

By  the  twenty-sixth  section  of  the  constitu- 
tion now  offered  for  our  acceptance,  it  is  de- 
clared that  "it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  Missouri,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to 
pass  such  laws  as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent 
free  negroes  and  mulattoes  from  coming  to,  and 
settling  in,  this  State,  under  any  pretext  what- 
aoever."  Language,  clear,  precise,  and  energetic. 
It  almost  seems  that  it  was  feared  the  Assembly 
might  be  disposed  to  relax  the  severity  of  that 
inexorable  clause.  But  to  prevent  the  possibil- 
ity of  disobedience,  we  find,  not  the  common 
declaration  of  duty  to  the  Assembly,  but  a  rigid 
admonition,  not  to  disobey  under  any  "pretext 
whatsoever." 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  de- 
clares that  "  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be 
entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  citi- 
zens in  the  several  States." 

Are  negroes  and  mulattoes  the  citizens  of  any 
State?  If  so,  it  is  clear,  that  the  language 
which  has  been  repeated  from  the  constitution 
of  Missouri,  is  a  glaring  and  offending  violation 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

An  honorable  member  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Aeohbe,)  has  very  gallantly  avowed  himself 
the  champion  of  State  rights.  I  consider,  with 
him,  that  it  should  constitute  a  crime  of  the 
darkest  hue  to  abandon  them ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  it  is  a  duty  of  the  highest  order  to 
preserve  from  violation  those  which  belong  to 
the  Union.  Those  rights  which  have  not  been 
surrendered  by  the  several  States  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government  still  remain  in  their  power. 
Among  these,  the  right  of  a  State  to  declare 
who  of  its  own  inhabitants  may  be  its  citizens 
still  remains  unimpaired.  It  was  never  given 
np ;  it  has  been  perpetually  exercised  by  every 
State,  as  one  of  its  most  valuable  prerogatives. 

We  have  been  asked,  if  other  States  are  al- 
lowed to  declare  who  may  be  their  citizens, 
shall  not  Missouri  be  indulged  in  the  sa,me 
power?  She  would  be  entitled  to  equal  privi- 
leges, but  no  more.  The  people  of  that  terri- 
tory may  make  citizens  of  whom  they  please, 
among  themselves.  For  one,  I  have  little  dis- 
position to  interfere.  But,  when  they  attempt 
to  disfranchise  those  who  have  been  made  the 
citizens  of  other  States,  it  is  a  matter  of  very 
different  import.  This  privilege,  instead  of  re- 
ducing Missouri  to  a  state  "  of  pupilage,"  would 
elevate  her  to  the  rank  of  mistress  to  the  Union. 


The  other  States  must  then  bow  in  submission 
to  her  superior  power.  Sir,  no  State  in  the 
Union  would  presume  to  deprive  the  citizens 
of  Missouri  of  their  rights,  nor  will  they  with 
composure  allow  her  a  prerogative  which  they 
disavow  for  themselves. 

A  citizen  has  been  defined  by  a  member  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Baeboue,)  to  be  a  person  who 
enjoys  all  the  civil  rights  and  privileges  which 
others  possess  under  the  same  circumstances, 
belonging  to  the  same  community,  unless  such 
rights  have  been  forf«ted  by  such  person,  by 
some  cause  existing  in  himself.  "Whether  the 
definition  is  correct  or  not,  it  will,  I  am  confi- 
dent, lead  to  a  conclusion  directly  the  reverse 
to  that  which  has  been  drawn  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  gave  it.  It  admits,  that  there 
are  different  circumstances  under  which  the 
people  of  the  Union  are  found.  It  would  be 
morally  and  politically  impossible  that  all  per- 
sons in  a  State  could  be  found  under  the  same 
circumstances.  Those  will  be  natural  or  creat- 
ed by  the  civil  and  pohtioal  institutions  of  so- 
ciety. Yet,  it  seems  to  be  agreed,  that  when 
we  find  a  person,  who  enjoys  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  which  others  enjoy,  under  similar 
circumstances,  he  is  a  citizen. 

In  many,  perhaps  in  all,  of  the  States  a  dis- 
tinction is  made,  for  many  purposes,  between 
freeholders  and  those  who  are  not.  One  may 
serve  as  a  juror,  the  o.ther  is  excluded  from  that 
privilege,  or  right.  The  freeholder  in  Vermont 
may  have  a  certain  kind  of  process  without 
surety  ;  the  person  who  is  not  a  freeholder  is 
deprived  of  this  privilege.  No  one,  however, 
would  presume  to  declare  that  a  person  who 
was  not  a  freeholder  could  not  be  a  citizen. 
Here  the  rule  which  has  been  mentioned  would 
apply  correctly.  The  person  who  was  not  a 
freeholder,  but  who  possessed  all  the  civil  rights 
and  privileges  which  others  enjoyed,  under  the 
same  circumstances,  would  still  be  a  citizen. 
So,  minority  or  advanced  age  would  constitute 
other  classes,  and  having  equal  rights  with 
their  several  classes  are  equally  citizens.  If 
property  or  age  are  employed  by  the  supreme 
power  of  a  State  to  confer  different  rights  on 
the  white  population,  and  yet  the  character  of 
citizenship  remains  unchanged,  why  may  not 
color  be  employed  to  distinguish  another  class  ? 
Color  may  be  a  circumstance  which  will  de- 
signate a  portion  of  population,  and  may  be 
used  constitutionally,  as  age  or  property.  If 
■it  is  so,  it  is  a  clear  conclusion  which  will  fol- 
low from  the  position  assumed,  that  every  col- 
ored person  who  is  entitled  to  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  which  others  enjoy,  under  the 
same  circumstances,  must  be  a  citizen. 

A  reference  has  been  made  to  the  laws  of 
Massachusetts  which  prohibit  a  black  man  from 
marrying  a  white  woman.  It  is  said  that  by 
the  operation  of  this  law  he  is  deprived  of  a 
civil  right,  which  renders  him  unequal  to  others, 
and  deprives  him  of  citizenship.  Had  not  this 
doctrine  been  advanced  by  those  whose  talents 
command  respect,  it  would  never  require  refu- 
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tation.  It  may  be  proper  to  pursue  this  princi- 
ple to  its  necessary  conclusion.  It  will  not  be 
denied  that  the  female  part  of  society  are  citi- 
zens of  the  several  States  to  which  they  belong. 
They  have  civil  rights  and  privileges,  and  as 
citizens  can  demand  the  protection  and  support 
of  Government.  But  the  black  man  cannot 
marry  a  woman  of  a  different  color,  therefore 
lie  is  not  a  citizen,  because  he  is  deprived  of  a 
right  which  a  white  man  possesses.  The  white 
woman  cannot  marry  a  man  of  a  different  color 
— by  the  same  rule,  which  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Baebo-dk)  has  laid  down,  ihe 
cannot  be  a  citizen,  because  she  is  deprived  of 
a  right  which  a  colored  woman  enjoys.  The 
operation  of  the  law  must  be  reciprocal,  and  if 
one  class  has  lost  its  rights  as  citizens,  the  other 
has  also. 

It  is  also  said  that  the  negro  and  mulatto  are 
not  enrolled  in  the  militia,  and  compelled  to 
perform  military  service.  In  some  States,  per- 
haps in  an,  they  may  be  exempt.  So  are  those 
over  and  under  the  age  prescribed  by  the  laws. 
Is  the  youth  of  sixteen  and  the  man  of  fifty  de- 
prived of  the  character  of  citizens  because 
others  are  called  upon  to  perform  more  arduous 
duties  than  themselves?  If  this  is  correct,  all 
who  have  been  excused  from  these  duties  are 
most  shamefully  degraded.  The  white  and 
black  man  must  share  one  common  fate. 

Thus,  sir,  I  have  endeavored  to  prove  that 
the  position  which  has  been  assumed  will  lead 
to  the  inevitable  conclusion,  that  negroes  and 
mulattoes,  who,  in  any  State,  can  demand  the 
exercise  of  civil  rights  and  privileges  in  com- 
mon with  that  class  to  which  they  belong,  are 
entitled  to  the  character  of  citizens. 

I  concur  with  others  who  have  addressed  the 
House  before  me,  that  the  term  citizen  cannot 
be  defined  by  a  single  expression.  The  rights 
of  citizens  are  different  in  different  States,  and 
are  dependent  on  the  several  constitutions  and 
laws  which  have  been  adopted.  In  the  same 
State,  different  persons  may  be  confined  to  dif- 
ferent rights  and  yet  all  be  citizens. 

I  win  venture  to  assume  a  position,  which  I 
am  confident  none  will  deny.  Not  that  it  vriU 
embrace  all  who  are  entitled  to  the  rights  of 
citizens,  but  will  be  sufficiently  comprehensive 
for  the  present  discussion. 

A  person  must  be  considered  a  citizen,  who, 
by  the  fundamental  laws  of  a  State,  is  invested 
with  political  rights.  These  are  the  rights 
which  communicate  life  and  give  activity  to  a 
government  itself.  In  all  the  States  of  the 
Union,  these  rights  are  conferred  on  those  only 
who  have  bound  themselves  to  the  common  in- 
terest and  become  pledged  to  promote  the  gen- 
eral welfare ;  who  have  been  incorporated  into 
the  great  family  of  the  people,  and  have  made 
one  common  cause  in  the  pursuit  of  the  great 
objects  of  human  government. 

It  would  be  absurd,  sir,  to  say,  that  you  wiU 


cise  those  powers  on  which  your  Go 
must  depend,  aud  still  not  be  a  citizen 
State  in  the  Union  permits,  for  inst 
right  of  suffrage,  but  to  such  as  are  its 
What  constitution  declares  a  person  ( 
its  highest  honors,  who  is  deprived  of 
acter  of  a  citizen  ?  It  would  be  fatal  1 
istence  of  any  government  to  admit  tl 
of  other  countries  to  control  its  opera 
til  they  had  been  bound  by  some  stro 
soluble  tie  to  the  general  welfare. 

In  the  position  which  I  have  assun 
well  supported  by  the  assertion  of  tl 
able  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Sn 
understood  him  distinctly  to  maintain 
citizen  might  be  defined  to  be  one  w! 
titled  to  political  rights." 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  examine  whether  a 
or  mulatto  has  political  rights  in  an 
whether  there  is  a  constitution  whicl 
to  such  persons  all  the  privileges  of 
I  should  never  have  troubled  the  Hoi 
many  observations  on  this  point,  ha 
been  so  often  asserted,  in  the  most  dec; 
guage,  that  negroes'  or  mulattoes,  in  ev( 
in  the  Union,  were  deprived  of  all  the 
rights  of  citizens.  I  should  have  snpj 
most  superficial  examination  of  the  cons 
of  the  several  States  would  have  pro 
such  ideas  were  utterly  destitute  of  foi 
But  they  have  been  advanced  on  th« 
this  House,  with  such  confidence,  thai 
I  shall  be  indulged  in  attempting  to  co 
error. 

Sir,  I  would  caU  the  attention  of  tl 
to  the  constitution  of  Vermont.  Then 
men  wiR  find  an  unequivocal  declarati( 
all  men  are  born  equally  free  and  indej 
that  no  male  person,  born  in  this  cot 
brought  from  over  sea,  ought  to  be 
by  law,  to  serve  any  person  as  a  servai 
or  apprentice,  after  he  arrives  at  thi 
twenty-one  years ;  nor  female,  in  like 
after  she  arrives  at  the  age  of  eighteei 
It  does  not  declare  that  all  men  excepi 
and  mulattoes  "  are  born  equally  free 
dependent;"  it  does  not  declare,  Mr. 
that  no  person  except  negroes  and  b 
shall  be  holden  to  servitude.  The  lai 
broad  and  comprehensive  as  the  race 
And,  I  believe  that  those  imfortunat* 
even  where  they  are  held  in  a  stal 
deepest  degradation,  are  still  coneiden 
longing  to  the  human  family. 

Sir,  lest  this  may  be  called  an  nnmean 
ifesto  of  the  rights  of  man,  calculab 
splendid  show  of  republicanism,  but 
to  confer  no  substantial  benefits,  I  y 
refer  to  that  instrument.  "  The  decla 
the  political  rights  and  privileges  of  th 
tants  of  this  State  is  hereby  declare 
part  of  the  constitution  of  this  Commo 
and  ought  not  to  be  violated  on  any 
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mont  look  with  the  proudest  satisfaction,  as 
their  common  safegard. 

Again,  sir,  it  is  declared  "  that  every  man  of 
the  full  age  of  twenty-one  years,  having  resided 
in  this  State  for  the  space  of  one  year  next  he- 
fore  the  election  of  representatives,  and  is  of  a 
peaceahle  or  quiet  behavior,  and  will  take  the 
following  oath,  [the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
State,]  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  a 
ft-eeman  of  this  State."  This  does  not  say, 
every  man,  except  negroes  and  mulattoes.  It 
embraces  aU  of  every  color,  whether  "  bom  in 
this  country  or  brought  from  over  sea;"  and 
permit  me  to  say  that  the  rights  of  a  freeman 
confer  the  highest  distinction  that  can  be  given 
to  an  inhabitant  of  that  State ;  they  imply  the 
perfection  of  all  the  civil  and  political  privileges 
and  immunities  that  can  be  enjoyed  by  man  in 
the  society  of  his  fellow-men.  All  the  security 
which  the  constitution  gives  to  the  most  dis- 
tinguished citizen  for  the  protection  of  his  life 
and  reputation,  is  afforded  to  every  freeman, 
whatever  may  be  his  circumstances,  or  color. 
The  spirit  of  the  constitution  watches  with 
equal  eye  over  the  rights  and  privileges,  civil 
and  political,  of  the  negro  and  mulatto,  and 
would  chastise  the  least  attempt  to  offer  viola- 
tion. 

When  Mr.  M.  concluded — 

Mr.  EtrsTis,  of  Massachusetts,  addressed  the 
House,  in  substance,  as  follows : 

I  am  one  of  those  who  had  hoped  that  the 
discussion  of  this  question  might  have  been 
avoided.  But  it  is  upon  us,  and  we  must  meet 
and  decide  it.  With  gentlemen  who  have  pre- 
ceded me,  I  perfectly  agree,  that  the  only  ques- 
tion to  be  determined  is,  whether  that  article 
in  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  making  it  the 
duty  of  the  Legislature  to  provide  by  law  "that 
free  negroes  and  mulattoes  shall  not  be  admitted 
into  that  State,"  is,  or  is  not,  repugnant  to  that 
clause  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
which  declares  "  that  the  citizens  of  each  State 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities of  citizens  in  the  several  States."  This 
question  has  been  fairly  met.  Those  who  con- 
tend that  the  article  is  not  repugnant  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  ground  them- 
,  selves  on  the  position  that  blacks  and  mulattoes 
are  not  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  have 
repeatedly  referred  to  the  condition  of  those  in 
Massachusetts  to  support  the  assertion.  Now, 
sir,  I  invite  the  honorable  member  frorn  Dela- 
ware, who  has  lately  addressed  you,  with  the 
honorable  member  from  Virginia,  who,  in  his 
address  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
Friday  last,  maintained  the  same  position,  to  go 
with  me  and  examine  the  question  to  its  root. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,  there  were  found  in  the  Middle  and  North- 
ern States,  many  blacks  and  other  people  of 
color,  capable  of  bearing  arms;  a  part  of  them 
free,  the  greater  part  slaves.  The  freemen  en- 
tered our  ranks  with  the  whites.  The  time  of 
those  who  were  slaves  was  purchased  by  the 
States,  and  they  were  induced  to  enter  the  ser- 


vice in  consequence  of  a  law  by  which,  on  con- 
dition of  their  serving  in  the  ranks  during  the 
war,  they  were  made  freemen.  In  Rhode  Isl- 
and, where  their  numbers  were  more  consider- 
able, they  were  formed,  under  the  same  consid- 
erations, into  a  regiment  commanded  by  white 
officers ;  and  it  is  required,  in  justice  to  them, 
to  add,  that  they  discharged  their  duty  with  zeal 
and  fidehty.  The  gallant  defence  of  Red  Bank, 
in  which  this  black  regiment  bore  a  part,  is 
among  the  proofs  of  their  valor. 

Among  the  traits  ■which  distinguished  this 
regiment,  was  their  devotion  to  their  officers ; 
when  their  brave  Colonel  Greene  was  after- 
wards cut  down  and  mortally  wounded,  the 
sabres  of  the  enemy  reached  his  body  only 
through  tbe  limbs  of  his  faithful  guard  of  blacks, 
who  hovered  over  him  and  protected  him, 
every  one  of  whom  were  killed,  and  whom  he 
was  not  ashamed  to  call  his  children.  The  ser- 
vices of  this  description  of  men  in  the  navy  are 
also  well  known.  I  should  not  have  mentioned 
either,  but  for  the  information  of  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware,  whom  I  understood  to  say  that 
he  did  not  know  that  they  had  served  in  any 
considerable  numbers. 

The  war  over  and  peace  restored,  these  men 
returned  to  their  respective  States.  And  who 
could  have  said  to  them,  on  their  return  to 
oivU  life  after  having  shed  their  blood,  in  com- 
mon with  the  whites,  in  the  defence  of  the 
liberties  of  the  country,  Tou  are  not  to  parti- 
cipate in  the  rights  secured  by  the  struggle, 
or  in  the  liberty  for  which  you  have  been 
fighting?  Certainly,  no  white  man  in  Massa- 
chusetts. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  says  he  must 
not  be  told  that  the  term,  we  the  people,  in  the 
preamble  to  the  constitution,  means,  or  in- 
cludes, Indians,  free  negroes,  mulattoes.  If  it 
shall  be  made  to  appear  that  persons  of  this 
description,  citizens  at  the  time,  were  parties 
to,  and  formed  an  integral  part  of  that  com- 
pact, it  follows,  incontestably,  that  they  are 
and  must  be  included  in  it.  To  justify  the  infer- 
ence of  gentlemen,  the  preamble  ought  to  read, 
We  the  white  people.  This  was  impossible; 
the  members  of  the  convention  who  formed 
that  constitution,  from  the  Middle  and  North- 
ern States,  could  never  have  consented,  know- 
ing that  there  were  in  those  States  many 
thousands  of  people  of  color,  who  had  rights 
under  it.  They  were  free— free  from  their 
masters  ?  Yes,  in  the  first  instance ;  they  also 
became  freemen  of  the  State,  and  were  admit- 
ted to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  white 
citizens.  Was  this  admission  merely  nominal? 
This  is  answered  by  the  fact  that  they  did  en- 
joy and  did  exercise  the  rights  of  free  citizens, 
and  have  continued  to  exercise  them,  from  the 
peace  of  1783  to  this  day.  It  has  been  contend- 
ed that  they  are  not  citizens,  because  they  h.ive 
been  deprived,  by  a  law  of  Massachusetts,  of  a 
part  of  their  civil  rights,  and  in  proof,  is  stated 
the  law  forbiddkig  the  marriage  of  a  black  man 
with  a  white  woman.    The  same  law,  sir,  in- 
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terdiots  the  marriage  of  a  white  man  with  a 
black  woman.  The  law,  then,  applies  equally  to 
both,  and  cannot  justify  the  inference  which 
has  been  drawn  from  it.  But,  if  the  black  man 
ceased  to  be  a  citizen  because  he  had  lost  this 
civil  right,  as  contended  for  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  the  white  man  also  must  be  de- 
termined not  to  be  a  citizen,  and  the  State  of 
Missouri  would  have  an  equal  right  to  exclude 
him.  Again,  sir,  the  exclusion  of  the  blacks 
from  the  ranks  of  the  militia  is  adduced  as 
another  instance  of  their  privation  of  a  civil 
right.  Without  dwelling  on  the  well-known 
fact  that  militia  duty  in  Massachusetts  is  a 
heavy  duty,  an  exemption  from  which  is  con- 
sidered a  favor,  and  that  several  other  descrip- 
tions of  citizens  are  also  exempted ;  and  admit- 
ting that  the  blacks  are  interdicted,  while 
others  are  only  exempted  from  this  duty,  what 
is  proved  by  quoting  these  laws?  They  prove 
that  they  were  in  the  actual  enjoyment  of 
^  these  rights,  and  that  a  specific  law  became 
necessary  to  deprive  them  of  them.  Admitting 
that  the  State  had  a  right  to  pass  these  laws, 
and  that  this  description  of  citizens  are  curtail- 
ed in  their  exercise  of  a  part  of  their  privileges, 
what  rights  are  left  to  them,  and  what  rights 
do  they  continue  to  enjoy  and  exercise  ?  We 
answer,  all  the  broad  and  essential  rights  of 
citizens — ^the  right^  in  common  with  the  whites, 
to  hold  real  and  personal  estate  \  the  right  of 
course  to  hold  and  convey  land ;  the  right  of 
tidal  by  jury ;  the  right  to  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus;  and,  in  this  Government,  the  all-im- 
portant right  of  the  elective  franchise ;  and  it 
may  be  safely  aflSrmed,  that,  by  the  laws  and 
constitution  of  Massachusetts,  they  are  consider- 
ed as  citizens  equally  with  the  whites. 

It  has  been  justly  observed  on  this  subject,  by 
a  gentleman  on  the  other  side,  that  facts  and 
practice  are  better  than  theory.  Here,  then,  we 
offer  incontrovertible  facts,  proving,  not  from 
theory,  but  from  actual  and  long-continued  prac- 
tice, that  black  men  and  mulattoes,  in  Massachu- 
setts at  least,  are  citizens,  having  oivU  and  po- 
litical rights,  in  common  with  the  whites.  If 
we  are  asked  for  evidence  of  then-  being  in  the 
exercise  of  these  rights,  it  is  answered,  that  a 
knowledge  of  the  history  and  practice  of  the 
State  for  more  than  forty  years  past,  will  show 
that  they  have  been  in  the  constant  exercise  of 
them.  To  vote  in  the  election  of  town,  county, 
and  State  oflScera,  the  same  qualifications  of 
residence  and  property  are  required  from  them, 
as  from  the  whites,  and,  having  these  qualifica- 
tions, they  have  a  voice  in  the  election  of  aU 
State  officers.  Again,  it  is  particularly  affirmed 
by  the  honorable  member  from  Delaware,  that 
this  description  of  persons,  whatever  right  they 
may  have  in  the  several  States,  have  no  federal 
rights,  and  cannot  be  considered  as  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  I  had  thought,  with  the 
honorable  member  from  Pennsylvania,  that  the 
question  "  who  were  citizens  ?"  was  merged  and 
decided  by  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution, 


By  whom,  and  for  whose  use  and  benefit  was 
that  constitution  formed  ?  By  the  people,  and 
for  the  people  inhabiting  the  several  States. 
Did  the  convention  who  formed  it  go  into  the 
consideration  of  the  character  or  complexion  of 
the  citizens  included  in  the  compact  ?  Fo,  sir ; 
they  necessarily  considered  aU  those  as  citizens 
who  were  acknowledged  as  such  at  the  time  by 
the  constitutions  of  the  States. 

Independent  of  all  reasoning,  presumption,  or 
theory,  we  proceed  to  state  facts  which  prove 
incontrovertibly  their  federal  rights.  I  confine 
my  observations  to  Massachusetts,  because  the 
practice  in  that  State  is  within  my  own  per- 
sonal knowledge  and  observation.  In  that  State, 
sir,  the  citizens  in  question  constituted,  and  were 
in  fact  an  elementary  part  of  the  Federal  com- 
pact. They  were  as  directly  represented  as  the 
whites  in  the  initiatory  process  ;  and,  from  their 
votes,  in  common  with  those  of  the  whites, 
emanated  the  convention  of  Massachusetts,  by 
whom  the  Federal  Constitution  was  received  and 
ratified.  Is  not  this  proof?  Is  it  not  demon- 
stration that  they  are  entitled  to — that  they  hold 
and  exercise  federal  rights  in  common  with  the 
other  citizens  ?  If  a  doubt  remained,  it  is  an- 
swered by  another  equally  important  fact.  They 
are  also  represented,  not  circuitonsly  and  indi- 
rectly, but  directly,  in  this  House.  I  very  much 
doubt,,  sir,  if  there  be  a  member  on  this  floor 
from  any  one  district  in  Massachusetts,  whose ' 
election  does  not  partake  of  the  votes  of  these 
people.  In  the  district  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent,  their  number,  compared  with  that 
of  the  white  population,  is  not  great ;  but,  in 
an  adjoining  district,  their  number  of  qualified 
voters  have  been  suflBcient,  and  has  actually 
turned  the  election  of  a  member  of  tins.  House. 

After  affirming  that  they  had  not  the  rights 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  which  we  ap- 
prehend we  have  disproved,  the  gentleman  from 
Delaware  presumes  tibat  they  are  few  in  nnmber. 
This  also  is  a  great  error.  Their  nnmber  is 
much  greater  than  that  gentleman  apprehends. 
Not  only  the  number  and  the  rights  of  these 
men,  but  their  characters  also,  do  not  appear  to 
have  been  understood.  Nor  is  it  to  me  at  all 
extraordinary  that  gentlemen  from  other  States, 
in  which  the  condition,  character,  the  moral 
faculties,  and  the  rights  of  men  of  color  dMfer 
so  widely,  should  entertain  opinions  so  variant 
from  ours.  In  Massachusetts,  eir,  there  are 
among  them  those  who  possess  all  the  virtues 
which  are  deemed  estimable  in  civil  and  social 
life.  They  have  their  public  teachers  of  religion 
and  morality,  their  schools  and  other  institu- 
tions ;_  on  anniversaries  which  they  consider  in- 
teresting to  them,  they  have  their  public  pro- 
cessions ;  in  all  which  they  conduct  themselves 
with  order  and  decorum.  Do  we  ask  for  them 
any  enlargement  or  extension  of  their  rights? 
No,  sir,  we  ask  only  that,  in  a  disposition  to  ac- 
commodate Missouri,  their  avowed  rights  and 
privileges  be  not  taken  from  them. 

Mr.  Speaker,  no  one  can  address  you  who  is 
more  sensible  than  I  am  that  this  Government 
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is  the  result  of  compromise  ;  of  a  healing,  heav- 
enly, conciliating  spirit,  "which  the  genius  of  the 
immortal  "Washington  was  perhaps  alone  oapahle 
of  rallying  round  him. ;  nor  can  any  one  be  more 
sensible  of  the  importance  of  cherishing  these 
dispositions,  more  especially  in  cases  where  the 
rights  of  States,  whether  already  admitted,  or 
hereafter  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  are 
concerned.  Let  us  be  careful  that  this  indul- 
gent disposition  be  not  extended  too  far.  Sir, 
this  has  been  considered  a  sectional  question. 
I  must  deny  the  position.  Maine  is  as  deeply 
interested  in  it  as  Missouri.  In  every  question 
touching  the  constitution,  every  State  in  the 
Union  has  an  equal,  a  common  interest ;  and, 
let  me  add,  however  we  may  differ  in  opinion 
or  in  construction,  we  are  bound  by  a  common 
interest  to  extend  to  each  other  the  belief  that 
J  there  is  a  common  respect  and  an  equal  desire 
to  obey  its  injunctions.  "Were  this  even  a 
doubtful  case,  it  ought  to  be  decided  in  favor  of 
common  rights.  "Were  it  possible  that,  in  the 
wish  to  accommodate  Missouri,  the  constitution 
should  be  made  to  bend  in  her  favor,  the  tree  is 
in  danger,  and,  if  a  single  limb  be  broken,  Mis- 
souri is  no  longer  safe  in  what  would  be  guar- 
anteed to  her.  In  less  than  twelve  months  the 
inclination  may  be  in  a  different  direction,  and 
she  may  lose  more  than  she  would  have  gained. 

"When  Mr.  E.  had  concluded — 

The  committee  rose,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Beeohee,  of  Ohio,  (some  other  gentlemen  also 
rising  to  obtain  the  floor,)  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


"Wednesday,  December  13. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  North  Caro- 
lina, Thomas  Settle,  appeared,  and  took  his 
seat. 

Constitution  of  Missouri. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  declaring  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union. 

Ml'.  Bebohee,  of  Ohio,  delivered,  at  considera- 
ble length,  his  sentiments,  in  opposition  to  the 
passage  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  OooK,  of  minois,  said,  after  the  full  dis- 
cussion which  this  subject  had  already  received, 
he  felt  much  reluctance  in  asking  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  a  single  additional  remark  from 
him ;  and  were  it  not  for  the  pecuUar  situation 
in  which  he  found  himself  placed,  he  should 
have  been  contented  in  giving  a  silent  vote. 
He  said  he  had  fully  given  his  constituents  to 
understand  that  he  should  vote  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Missouri.  That  he  had  given  them  so 
to  understand,  even  previous  to  his  re-election 
to  a  seat  in  the  next  Congress,  and  the  result  of 
that  election  had  satisfied  him  that  his  vote 
would  not  be  disapproved.  He  considered  the 
faith  of  Congress  pledged,  by  the  act  of  the  last 
session,  to^dmit  her,  provided  her  constitution 
was  made  in  conformity  to  the  terms  of  this 
act,  and  when  he  had  said  he  would  vote  for 
Vol.  Vn.— 4 


her  admission,  that  declaration  had  always  been 
made  under  the  behef ,  that  such  would  be  the  _ 
case. 

When  Mr.  C.  arrived  at  "Washington,  he  for 
the  first  time  met  the  objection  which  was  now 
urged  against  her  constitution,  and  perhaps  un- 
der the  infiuence  of  a  strong  anxiety  for  her  ad- 
mission, had  examined  the  question,  as  he  then 
thought,  thoroughly,  and  for  a  considerable  time 
saw  no  reason  to  change  his  determination. 
Under  this  conviction,  produced  by  that  exam- 
ination, he  had,  as,  he  hoped  he  always  should 
do,  fearlessly  expressed  his  opinion  in  favor  of 
her  admission.  He  even  now,  notwithstanding 
his  opinion  was  changed,  freely  declared  that 
all  his  predilections  were  in  favor  of  such  a  vote. 
Missouri,  he  said,  was  the  near  adjoining  neigh- 
bor of  Illinois,  and  notwithstanding  an  unhappy 
difference  of  opinion  upon  political  subjects  had 
created  between  their  respective  citizens  a  ran- 
cour and  animosity,  which  he  well  knew  the 
vote  he  was  about  to  give  would  not  in  the  least 
aUay  \  a  vote  which  he  well  knew  many  of  his 
constituents  would  be  greatly  disappointed  when 
they  heard  of;  yet  he  should  be  glad  to  see  her 
admitted  and  placed  upon  an  equal  footing  with 
the  State  which  he  had  the  hcmor  to  represent. 

Mr.  0.  said,  it  was  because  of  his  particular 
situation,  and  because  there  was  a  view  of  the 
subject  which  had  weight  with  him,  and  which 
had  not  been  taken  in  argument,  that  he  ven- 
tured to  beg  the  indulgence  of  the  House  for  a 
single  moment. 

He  was  aware  that  the  change  his  opinion 
had  imdergone,  had  called  forth  the  charge  of 
inconsistency  and  timidity  from  some,  on  both 
sides  of  the  question.  But  such  suggestions 
made  no  impression  upon  his  mind.  He  felt 
shielded  against  the  effects  of  all  such  unkind 
opinions  and  suggestions,  by  a  consciousness  (rf 
th«  rectitude  of  Ms  own  motives, 

[Mr.  Cook  then  gave  at  length  his  reasons  for 
changing  his-  opinion  on  the'  question  of  admitting 
Missouri  into  the  Union,  the  change  being  founded 
on  that  clause  in  her  constitution  which  prohibited 
free  people  of  color  from  settUng  in  the  State ;  and 
which  he  held  to  be  incompatible  with  that  clause  in 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  which  guaran- 
teed to  the  citizens  of  each  State  the  rights  of  citizen- 
ship in  every  State.] 

The  question  was  taken,  "  ShaU  the  resolution 
be  engrossed,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  ?"  And  on  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  as  follows : 

Yeas.— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of 
Virginia,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Bloomfidd, 
Brevard,  Brown,  Bryan,,  Burton,  BurweU,  Cannon, 
Cobb,  Cooke,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Culbreth,  Cnlpeper, 
Cuthbert,  Davidson,  Earle,  Edwards  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Fisher,  Floyd,  Garnett,  Gray,  Hall  of  North 
Carolina,  Hardin,  Hooks,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones 
of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Lowndes, 
Little,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Mont- 
gomery,  T.   K  Moore,   Neale,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
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Newton,  Ovorstreet,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney, 
Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Robertson,  Settle, 
Shaw,  Simkins,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia, 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Trim- 
ble, Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Walker,  Warfield,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and 
Williams  of  North  Carolina — 79. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Bateman,  Beeoher,  Boden, 
Brush,  Buffiim,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell, 
Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cushman,  Dane, 
Darlington,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Eddy,  Ed- 
wards of  Conncticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Eus- 
tis.  Fay,  Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gorham, 
Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Guyon, 
Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Delaware, 
Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Hibshman,  Hill,  Hostetter, 
Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Linn, 
Livermore,  Maolay,  McCullongh,  Mallary,  Marchand, 
Meech,  Monell,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Morton,  Mosely, 
Murray,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of  Mass., 
Patterson,  Phelps,  Philson,  Plumer,  Rich,  Richards, 
Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Ross,  Sergeant,  Silsbee, 
Sloan,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of 
Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr,  Tomlinson, 
Tompkins,  Tracy,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace, 
Wendover,  Whitman,  and  Wood — 93. 

And  the  resolution  for  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Missouri  into  the  ITnion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Lowndes  then  rose,  and  said  that  he  did 
not  wish  to  be  disrespectful  to  a  majority  of 
the  House,  as  declared  on  the  vote  just  taken, 
but  he  now  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  call  on  them, 
having  rejected  the  resolution  proposed  by  the 
committee  of  their  appointment,  to  devise  and 
propose  to  the  House  the  means  necessary  to 
protect  the  territory,  the  property,  and  all  the 
rights  of  the  United  States  in  the  Missouri 
country. 

A  motion  being  made  to  adjourn,  was  decided 
aflBrmatively,  and,  at  a  little  before  sunset,  the 
House  adjourned. 


Thuesdat,  December  14. 
Military  Purmhment. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  was  received  and  read : 

Wak  Department,  Dec.  14,  1820. 

SiE :  In  answer  to  that  part  of  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  9th  instant,  requiring 
this  Department  to  show  whether  the  order  given  by 
Colonel  King  of  the  4th  infantry,  for  shooting  desert- 
ers taken  in  the  fact,  was  approved  by  any  general 
officer  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  or  was 
known  to,  and  passed  over  in  silence  by  him,  as  stated 
in  the  defence  of  said  Colonel  King,  I  have  to  enclose 
an  extract  of  the  letter  of  Major  General  Jackson  on 
that  subject,  which  was  transmitted  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  with  the  copy  of  the  trial  of  Colonel 
King,  and  which  is  published  in  the  appendix  of  that 
trial.  This  extract  contains  all  the  information  with- 
in the  knowledge  of  this  Department  on  that  subject. 

In  relation  to  that  part  of  the  resolution  which  re- 
quires any  information  this  Department  may  possess, 
showing  that  corporal  punishment  has  been  inflicted 
on  any  soldier,  whereby  he  came  to  his  death,  I  have 
the  honor  to  state,  that  the  only  report  of  that  kind, 


which  has  reached  this  Department,  was  the  case  of 
a  soldier  at  Fort  Preble,  near  Portland,  in  Mame. 
Maior  Brooks,  a  correct  and  inteUigent  officer  com- 
manding that  post,  in  September  last  reported  that 
the  death  of  a  soldier,  an  habitual  drunkard,  who  had 
been  on  a  fatigue  party,  under  Lieutenant  Hobart, 
and  had  been  confined  by  him,  had  caused  much  ex- 
citement among  the  citizens,  who  attributed  the  death 
of  the  man  to  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Hobart ;  that 
the  civil  authority  had  taken  up  the  affair  for  mvesti- 
gation,  to  which  Lieutenant  Hobart  had  readily  sub- 
mitted himself  The  report  was  accompanied  with 
the  enclosed  certificate  of  the  jury  of  inquest  as  to 
the  correct  conduct  of  Major  Brooks  and  the  other 
officers  of  the  post,  in  relation  to  the  transaction.  It 
thus  appearing  that  the  affair  would  undergo  an  m- 
vestigation  in  the  district  court  of  the  United  States, 
the  Department  did  not  think  it  proper  to  order  a 
military  investigation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  &;c., 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 
To  the  Speaker  of  Bouse  of  Heps- 


Feidat,  December  15. 
The  engrossed  biUs  for  the  relief  of  Margaret 
Perry,  and  for  the  relief  of  William  Mcintosh, 
were  severally  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and 
ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concur- 
rence. 


Monday,  December  18. 
A  new  member,  to  wit,  from  Massachusetts, 
Aaeon  Hobaet,  elected  to  supply  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Zabdiel  Samp- 
son, appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Death  of  Mr.  Sazard. 

Mr.  Eddy,  of  Rhode  Island,  rose,  and  briefly 
announced  to  the  House  the  decease,  on  yester- 
day, of  Nathaniel  Hazaed,  Esq.,  a  member  of 
this  House  from  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  E.,  resolutions 
were  unanimously  adopted,  expressive  of  the 
feelings  of  the  House  on  this  occasion ;  resolv- 
ing to  attend  the  funeral,  this  day,  at  two 
o'clock ;  appointing  a  committee  to  superintend 
the  same ;  and  resolving,  also,  as  a  testimony 
of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  to 
go  into  mourning,  and  wear  a  black  crape  round 
the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

Messrs.  Eddy,  Moeton,  Ritss,  Shaw,  Maila- 
EY,  Aeohek  of  Maryland,  and  Cooke,  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  accordingly ;  and  the  House 
adjourned. 


TnESDAY,  December  19. 
Occupation  of  the  Colurribia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquii-e  into  the  situation  of  the 
settlements  upon  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  the 
expediency  of  occupymg  the  Columbia  River. 
Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Mktoalfb,  and  Mr.  Sweaeingbn, 
were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Floyd  submitted  the  followingl'esolutioii, 
which,  under  the  rule,  will  lie  on  the  table  for 
consideration  until  to-morrow. 
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Mewhed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
War  be  required  to  lay  before  tiiis  House  a  statement 
of  the  number  and  situation  of  the  military  posts  in 
the  United  States  at  this  time ;  together  with  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  army ;  designating  the  number  of 
men,  also  the  number  and  rank  of  the  officers  at 
each  place. 

Hall  of  the  House. 
Mr.  Mbeoeb  submitted  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Build- 
ings be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  practicability  of 
making  such  alterations  in  the  present  structure  of 
the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  as  shall 
better  adapt  it  to  the  purposes  of  a  deliberative  as- 
sembly ;  and,  if  no  such  alteration  can  be  effected,  to 
ascertain  whether  it  be  practicable  to  provide  a  suit- 
able Hall  in  the  centre  building  of  the  Capitol. 

Mr.  M.  briefly  explained  bis  object  in  offer- 
ing this  resolve,  which,  it  would  be  observed, 
proposed  an  inquiry  merely.  It  was,  he  said, 
utterly  impossible,  as  every  gentleman's  ex- 
perience must  have  taught  him,  to  hear  more 
than  one-half  of  the  members  who  addressed 
the  House,  without  changing  one's  seat  for  the 
purpose.  For  one,  he  declared,  that,  owing  to 
this  circumstance,  he  felt  himself  utterly  inca- 
pable of  discharging  the  duty  imposed  on  him  by 
his  constituents.  He  had,  he  said,  in  anticipa- 
tion of  such  a  duty  as  he  now  proposed  to 
devolve  on  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Build- 
ings, made  it  his  business  to  examine  the  centre 
building.  He  had  satisfied  himself  that  the 
room  intended  for  the  Library,  simpler  in  its 
structure  than  the  present  Hall,  which  was  of  a 
figure  unfavorable  to  deliberation,  would  answer 
aU  the  purposes  of  a  Eepresentative  Chamber. 
It  would  be  a  room  larger  than  that  which 
often  accommodates  five  hundred  members  in 
the  British  House  of  Commons ;  as  large  as  that 
which  has  accommodated  a  more  numerous 
body  in  Massachusetts;  and  larger  than  that 
which  is  occupied  by  a  more  numerous  body 
than  this  in  the  State  of  Virginia. 

The  resolve  for  inquiry  was  adopted,  as  above 
stated,  but  not  without  opposing  voices. 


Thtjesdat,  December  21. 
Death  of  Mr.  Slocumi. 

Little  business  was  transacted  in  either  House 
of  Congress  to-day,  both  bodies  having  adjourn- 
ed at  an  early  hour,  to  make  arrangements  to 
attend  the  funeral  of  a  deceased  member  of  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives,  and,  as  a  mark  of 
respect,  usual  on  such  occasions. 

As  soon  as  the  Journal  was  read  in  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives,  Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, rose,  and  announced  to  the  House  the  de- 
cease of  Jbsse  Slooumb,  Esq.,  a  member  from 
the  State  of  North  Carolina ;  and,  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Smith,  resolutions  were  then  unan- 
imously adopted  expressive  of  the  feelings  of 
the  House  on  this  occasion ;  resolving  to  attend 
the  funeral,  this  day,  at  three  o'clock — appoint- 
ing a  committee  to  superintend  the  same — and 


resolving,  also,  as  a  testimony  of  respect  for  the 
memory  of  the  deceased,  to  go  into  mourning, 
and  wear  a  black  crape  round  the  left  arm  for 
thirty  days. 

Messrs.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  Biteton, 
FiSHEE,  HooBB,  Settle,  'Wtti.iAMS,  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Dayidson,  were  appointed  the 
committee  of  arrangements. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  also,  it  was  resolved 
that  the  Speaker  of  the  House  acquaint  the 
Executive  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  with 
the  vacancy  occasioned  in  the  representation 
from  that  State  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Slocumb. 


Tttesdat,  December  26. 
Death  of  Mr.  Burrill. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  then  came  in 
with  a  message,  announcing  the  death  of  the 
Honorable  James  Bueeill,  Jr.,  a  member  of 
that  body,  and  that  his  funeral  would  take  place 
from  the  Senate  Chamber,  at  half  past  ten 
o'clock  to-morrow. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eddy,  it  was — 

Resol/oed,  unanimoudy.  That  this  House  will 
attend  the  funeral  of  the  Honorable  James 
BuBEiLL,  Jr.,  late  a  member  of  the  Senate  from 
the  State  of  Ehode  Island,  to-mon-ow,  at  half 
past  ten  o'clock,  A.  M. ;  and,  as  a  testimony  of 
respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  will  go 
into  mourning,  and  wear  crape  for  thirty  days. 

The  House  then  adjourned  to  Thursday  next. 


Thuesdat,  December  28. 
BomTc  Notes  in  Payment  of  Duties. 

Mr.  Lowndes  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding that  the  notes  of  no  banks  by  which  notes  be- 
low lie  amount  of  five  dollars  are,  or  may  be,  issued, 
shall  be  taken  in  payment  of  duties  or  debts  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States. 

In  introducing  the  resolution,  Mr.  L.  adverted 
to  the  viciousness  of  the  currency  where  notes 
for  dollars  and  parts  of  dollars  supply  the  place 
of  specie,  as,  where  such  notes  are  issued,  they 
always  will.  He  spoke  also  of  the  efforts  made 
in  some  of  the  States,  and  now  making  in  Vir- 
ginia, to  banish  those  notes  from  cirodation — 
efforts  which  were  always  vain,  so  long  as  such 
notes  were  issued  by  neighboring  States,  &o. 
No  authority  but  Congress,  he  contended,  was 
competent  to  correct  the  evil  in  any  manner ; 
and,  the  object  of  his  resolution  being  for  in- 
quiry only,  he  did  not  anticipate  any  sound 
objection  to  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Stoebs  said  he  had  no  decided  objection  to 
inquiry  into  this  subject,  but  he  hoped  the  House 
would  reflect  on  the  effect  which  the  adoption  of 
the  measure  suggested  would  have,  in  giving  a 
preference  to  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  over  those  of  all  other  banks.  He  hoped 
that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  whose 
information  on  such  subjects  was  so  extensive, 
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would  examine  this  question  in  all  its  bearings, 
and  present  their  views  of  it  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Lowndes  said  it  was  hardly  possible  to 
suppose  that  the  committee  would  not  know,  as 
every  member  of  the  House  would  see,  that  the 
effect  of  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure  must 
be  favorable  to  some  banks  and  unfavorable  to 
others.  But,  Mr.  L.  said,  there  are  many  banks, 
and  those  among  the  best  in  the  States,  which 
do  not  issue  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than 
five  dollars.  It  was  for  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  inquire  whether  the  Gov- 
ernment should  not  lend  its  aid  to  produce  uni- 
formity in  this  respect. 

Mr.  Mbiss  agreed  in  opinion  with  his  col- 
league, and  was  opposed  even  to  authorizing  an 
inquiry  into  this  matter.  When  this  great 
Bank  of  the  United  States  had  furnished  the 
TJmon  with  a  circulating  medium  of  equal  value 
in  all  parts  of  the  Union,  he  might  perhaps  be 
inclined  to  give  it  further  facilities ;  but,  for  the 
present,  he  would  not,  for  one,  consent  to  go 
further  in  this  respect  than  Congress  had  already 
gone.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had 
already  the  power  to  forbid  the  reception  of 
notes  not  in  good  credit,  by  the  collectors,  &o., 
which  he  had  duly  exercised.  If  a  measure  of 
the  sort  now  proposed  were  to  succeed,  the 
notes  of  a  great  majority  of  the  banks  in  the 
United  States  would  cease  to  be  receivable  in 
payment  of  taxes,  and  would  be  driven  from 
circulation.  He  could  see  no  other  effect  which 
could  flow  from  the  adoption  of  the  regulation 
suggested  in  the  resolve,  but  to  give  an  almost 
exclusive  circulation  to  the  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  he  was  therefore  op- 
posed to  the  resolve. 

Mr.  SoTJTHAED  spoke  in  favor  of  the  resolve. 
He  thought  it  was  bad  policy  ever  to  have  per- 
mitted the  banks  to  issue  notes  of  a  less  denom- 
ination than  five  dollars,  and  believed  that  such 
issues  had  a  great  agency  in  driving  specie  from 
circulation  a  few  years  ago.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  excluding  the  small  notes  from  circidation 
would  restore  specie  to  its  former  general  cur- 
rency. 

Mr.  LownDBS  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Meigs, 
denying  that  the  particular  object  of  his  motion 
was  to  benefit  the  United  States  Bank.  Sup- 
pose no  such  bank  were  in  existence,  he  said, 
and  the  interests  of  the  country  required  that 
its  currency  should  consist  in  part  of  gold  and 
silver,  and  not  of  paper  merely,  would  it  not  be 
well,  under  such  circumstances,  at  least  to  in- 
quire into  the  policy  of  prohibiting  the  circula- 
tion of  notes  of  a  denomiuation  under  five  dol- 
lars— the  effect  of  which  measure  would  be  to 
substitute  specie,  in  part,  for  notes,  in  the  cir- 
culating medium  of  the  country  ?  The  object 
of  the  resolution  was  not  to  institute  an  inquiry 
in  order  to  benefit  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States ;  but,  if  it  were  the  policy  of  the  country 
to  encourage  the  circulation  of  specie,  which 
he  presumed  no  man  would  doubt,  he  asked 
whether  that- policy  ought  to  he  disregarded, 
tecause  a  resort  to  it  might  incidentally  benefit 


the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ?  If  it  were  tru 
that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  nc 
afforded  a  circulating  medium  of  equal  value 
&c.,  that  itself  would  be  an  argument  not  against 
but  in  favor  of  this  inquiry. 

Mr.  Meigs  resumed  the  floor.  The  grea 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  he  contended,  ha( 
not  fulfilled  the  duties  which  it  was  expected  t( 
have  performed.  There  were  a  hundred  bank 
in  the  States,  he  said,  about  the  legality  o 
whose  institution  there  were  no  doubts,  whos( 
paper  was  as  current  and  in  as  high  credit  Si 
that  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  whc 
issued  notes  of  a  less  amount  than  five  dollars, 
And  why  should  they  not?  Was  the  circulat- 
ing medium  of  the  country  intended  only  foi 
men  who  deal  in  tens  and  hundreds  of  doUars ! 
The  object  of  this  resolution,  he  said,  was  plain- 
ly neither  more  nor  less  than  to  restrain  the 
circulation  of  the  notes  of  banks  issuing  notes  of 
less  than  five  doUars,  and  of  course  to  benefit 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  by  making  its 
notes  the  only  current  paper.  He  wiis,  there- 
fore, yet  decidedly  opposed  to  this  proposition. 
Mr.  Teimblb  said  he  should  vote  for  the  pro- 
posed inquiry,  and  regretted  the  opposition  to 
it.  The  people  of  the  United  States,  he  said, 
expected  that  the  National  Government  would 
make  the  inquiry,  and  do  what  appeared,  on 
inquiry,  to  be  within  the  scope  of  its  power,  to 
restore  to  this  country  a  sound  circulating 
medium.  At  a  former  session,  a  report  had 
been  made  to  this  House,  in  which  it  had  been 
suggested  that  a  circulating  medium  might  be 
established,  to  consist  of  small  coins  of  conven- 
ient denominations.  He  presumed  it  was  in- 
tended to  take  up  the  subject  at  the  present 
session,  and,  if  possible,  to  adopt  some  measure 
to  carry  that  idea  into  effect.  He  observed,  by 
the  way,  that  with  regard  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  he  was  not  much  disposed,  to 
offer  to  it  any  advantages  in  addition  to  those 
which  it  already  enjoyed.  Adverting  to  what 
had  fallen  from  other  gentlemen  respecting 
small  banks  and  small  hSdk  notes,  Mr.  T.  said 
that  Congress  had  set  the  example  to  the  States 
in  establishing  them ;  in  this  District,  with  a 
population  of  some  tldrty  thousand,  Congress 
had  established  twelve  banks,  and  it  had  a 
branch  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  besides. 
Mr.T.  here  alluded  to  the  miserable  small  notes 
in  circulation  in  the  District,  respecting  which 
he  made  a  ludicrous  comparison,  which  the 
reporter  did  not  hear  with  sufficient  distinctness 
to  commit  to  paper.  He  hoped  some  measure 
would  be  adopted  by  Congress  to  effect  a  circu- 
lation of  coins  for  all  transactions  under  five 
dollars.  It  was  expected  from  Congress.  It 
was  in  the  power  of  Congress  alone  to  effect 
this  object,  and  Congress  had  already  too  long 
delayed  the  exercise  of  the  power. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  made  a  few  remarks 
on  the  proposition  before  the  House,  the  object 
of  which  he  understood  to  be  to  exclude  from 
circulation  all  bank  notes  under  five  dollars, 
with  a  view  to  introduce,  in  place  of  them,  a 
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specie  currency.  Such  a  measure,  Mr.  S.  be- 
lieved, would  have  the  effect  to  prevent  the 
general  exportation  of  specie  whenever  there 
was  a  demand  for  it  abroad,  by  dispersing  it 
over  the  country,  in  such  a  manner  that  it  could 
not  readily  be  gathered  together  in  large  sums. 
Mi\  S.  showed,  by  reference  to  what  had  taken 
place  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  and  more 
recently  by  voluntary  arrangement  of  the  banks 
in  Baltimore,  that  such  would  be  the  effect  of 
the  exclusion  of  small  notes  from  circulation. 
Whether  it  was  politic  to  do,  in  this  respect, 
what  would  have  the  appearance  of  striking  at 
the  State  banks,  was  another  question;  there 
could  be  no  doubt,  however,  of  the  authority  of 
Congress  in  this  regard  within  the  District  of 
Oolumbia,  nor  of  the  expediency  of  exercising 
it,  &c. 

Mr.  SiLSBBK  made  a  few  observations  to  the 
same  effect  as  those  of  Mr.  Smith.  He  was  in 
favor  of  the  resolution,  and  believed  that  the 
sooner  the  circulation  of  these  small  notes  was 
stopped  the  better  it  would  be  for  the  country. 

Mr.  Mbeobe,  in  expressing  his  approbation  of 
the  resolution,  said  he  was  surprised  that  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  should  have  reflect- 
ed so  pointedly  on  the  District  of  Oolumbia ; 
for,  as  the  old  saying  is,  those  who  live  in  glass 
houses  should  not  throw  stones.  Of  the  banks 
of  this  District,  he  would  only  say  that  he  be- 
lieved they  were  in  a  better  state  than  any  be- 
yond the  Alleghany  mountains ;  and,  with  re- 
spect to  the  circulation  of  small  notes  within 
the  District,  the  people  of  the  District  had  been 
the  first  to  direct  the  attention  of  Congress  to 
the  subject ;  and  he  intimated  the  hope  that  the 
session  would  not  pass  without  msSdng  some 
provision  to  restrain  these  issues  of  notes,  par- 
ticularly by  the  corporations  of  the  city  and 
towns  of  the  District.  "With  respect  to  the 
IBank  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  M.  said  it  had 
nothing  to  do  with  this  question.  Whenever 
that  subject  should  properly  present  itself  to 
the  House,  he  should  take  the  opportunity  to 
offer  some  few  remarks  on  the  impolicy  of  af- 
fording further  advantages  to  that  already 
powerful  institution. 

Mr.  Baldwin  said  he  was  unwilling  at  any 
time  to  oppose  a  proposition  having  for  its  ob- 
ject an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  any  meas- 
ure. But  this  was  an  exception.  It  was  the 
beginning  of  a  system  of  legislation  which 
looked  towards  an  interference  with  the  State 
banks.  The  next  step  might  be,  to  propose 
that  no  notes  of  State  banks  should  be  received 
in  payments  to  the  United  States.  The  same 
principle  as  is  found  in  the  proposition  suggested 
in  this  resolution,  would  equally  justify  that 
legislation  which  he  had  just  mentioned.  It  is 
best  to  stop,  said  Mr.  B.,  before  we  begia  this 
course.  What  we  have  already  done  has  led  to 
a  question  of  the  rights  of  States  to  lay  taxes ; 
in  regard  to  which  some  think  the  judicial  de- 
cision has  been  too  much  against  the  States. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  B.  said,  had 
already  a  discretionary  power  on  this  subject. 


Why  then  should  this  House  take  the  matter  up, 
when  the  proposition  submitted  was  at  least  of 
questionable  character  ?  He  knew  of  no  motive 
which  could  induce  him  ultimately  to  sanction 
the  proposition ;  but,  before  he  would  even  vote 
for  an  inquiry  into  it,  he  must  have  much  stronger 
reasons  in  its  favor  than  had  yet  been  assigned. 

Mr.  Teimble  said  he  well  recollected  the 
proverb  which  the  gentleman  had  quoted  to 
him.  The  example  of  multiplying  banks,  how- 
ever, was  set  by  the  Congress,  and  the  people 
of  Kentucky  but  followed  it ;  and  that  example 
had  a  powerful  Affect.  Whatever  might  be 
thought  of  Congress  immediately  around  the 
Seat  of  Government,  at  a  greater  distance  a 
very  high  opinion  was«ntertained  of  them ;  and 
when  they  established  the  twelfth  bank  within 
this  District,  the  people  at  a  distance  thought 
it  a  wonderfully  wise  measure,  and  the  good 
people  of  Kentucky  followed  the  example  which 
Congress  had  set  them.  Congress,  Mr.  T.  said, 
had  set  a  pernicious  example  in  this  respect, 
and  ought  to  be  prompt  in  acknowledging  their 
error,  and  retracting  it  as  far  as  practicable. 
The  adoption  of  this  resolution  would  be  one 
step  towards  doing  so. 

Mr.  Meecee  said,  if  the  subject  had  been  the 
policy  of  multiplying  banks,  he  should  have 
thought  himself  unhappy  in  the  proverb  he  had 
brought  to  his  aid.  But  the  question  was  of 
the  absence  of  specie,  occasioned  by  the  circu- 
lation of  small  notes ;  and  Mr.  M.  said,  that  he 
believed  in  the  State  in  which  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  resided,  there  is  not  a  specie- 
paying  bank,  whilst  there  is  not  one  in  opera- 
tion in  .this  District  which  does  not  pay  specie. 
Mr.  M.  made  some  further  remarks  in  defence 
and  support  of  State  banks  against  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  He  was  opposed  to  one 
bank  in  a  country,  as  he  was  to  one  head  in  a 
monarchy,  &c.,  and  was  as  much  opposed  as 
any  one  to  subjecting  the  State  banks  to  the 
sway  of  the  great  banking  institution  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  BuETON  said  it  appeared  to  him  that 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Bald- 
win) had  placed  this  subject  on  its  proper  basis. 
If  Congress  had  the  power  to  interfere  with 
the  circulation  of  one  dollar  notes  of  the  State 
banks,  it  certainly  had  the  same  power  in  re- 
gard to  all  the  notes  of  State  banks.  Mr.  B. 
was  opposed  to  the  resolution.  The  substitu- 
tion of  specie  for  small  notes  was  a  matter  to 
be  regulated  by  public  opinion.  When  specie 
vanished  some  years  ago,  the  issue  of  small 
notes  was  indispensable;  on  the  other  hand, 
when  specie  became  plentiful  in  the  cities, 
public  opinion  there  corrected  the  evil.  If  we 
adopt  the  resolution,  said  Mr.  B.,  we  at  once 
commence  an  attack  on  the  State  banks,  and 
there  is  no  knowing  where  it  will  end. 

Mr.  LiVEEMOEB  said,  for  his  part,  that  he 
considered  it  improper  to  attempt  indirectly  a 
measure  which  could  not  be  directly  approach- 
ed. Such,  he  said,  would  be  the  effect  of  the 
adoption  of  the  resolve  now  proposed.    Every 
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State  in  the  Union  had  authority  to  do,  by 
direct  legislation,  what  it  was  now  proposed 
to  do  indirectly.  Mr.  L.  was,  therefore,  for 
leaving  this  matter  wholly  to  the  State  Legisla- 
tures. In  Pennsylvania  a  law  had  been  passed 
prohibiting  the  circulation  of  notes  for  less  than 
five  dollars.  In  other  States  the  same  have 
been  done.  In  New  Hampshire,  though  at- 
tempts had  been  made  to  effect  this  object,  the 
laws  had  been  afterwards  repealed.  Let  each 
State,  said  Mr.  L.,  regulate  this  matter  for  itself. 
It  was  not  pretended,  he  said,  that  the  propos- 
ed measure  was  necessary  in  aid  of  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue.  On  the  other  hand,  if  it 
became  necessary  to  resort  to  internal  taxation, 
it  would  be  indispensable  to  have  small  bUls  in 
circulation,  without  which  the  revenue  could 
not  be  collected.  Silver  and  gold,  Mr.  L.  said, 
would  forever  centre  in  the  cities ;  they  would 
not  remain  in  the  remote  parts  of  the  country, 
and,  in  their  absence,  small  bills  were  indispen- 
sable. He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  country 
banks  would  not  be  prevented  from  issuing 
them. 

Mr.  OoBB  was  surprised  at  the  nature  of  the 
objections  to  this  resolution,  which  proposed  to 
establish  no  principle,  but  merely  to  make  an 
inquiry.  What  was  the  object  of  the  resolu- 
tion? It  was  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  a  measure  which,  if  adopted,  would  probably 
have  the  effect  to  force  a  general  specie  cur- 
rency. Certainly,  if  it  had  that  effect,  a  great 
benefit  would  result  to  society  from  its  adop- 
tion ;  because  specie  is  subject  to  no  variation, 
and  wiU  answer  all  purposes  in  all  places,  which 
paper  currency  will  not.  He  could  not  see 
that,  by  this  measure,  the  United  States  Bank 
was  to  be  benefited  either  one  way  or  anoth- 
er ;  and,  as  to  the  abstract  policy  of  the  pro- 
posed measure,  he  did  not  see  how  a  doubt 
could  exist. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
Mr.  Lowndes's  resolution,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — 59  votes  to  40. 


Fbiday,  December  29. 
Another  member  to  wit,  from  the  State  of 
Ohio,  Samtjel  Hbeeiok,  appeared,  and  took  his 

seat.  

"Weditesdat,  January  16,  1821. 
Milita/ry  Academy. 
Mr.  Oannon  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  one  day  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the  number  of 
cadets  educated  at  the  Military  Academy  that  have 
remained  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  five 
years ;  also,  the  number  that  have  received  com- 
missions, and  have  resigned  before  the  expiration  of 
five  years ;  also,  the  number  that  have  left  the  Mili- 
tary Academy  without  commissions,  and  the  amount 
of  money  that  has  been  paid  to  each  one ;  also,  the 
Bums  of  money  that  have  been  paid  to  cadets  who 
were  permitted  to  stay  at  home  (if  any)  for  the  time 


between  their  appointment  and  that  of  their  being 
mustered  at  the  academy;  also,  the  whole  number 
educated  at  the  academy,  who  vi^ere  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States  during  the  late  war ;  and  the  num- 
ber of  those,  thus  engaged  in  the  service,  who  were 
in  any  battle  or  battles  fought  during  said  time  with 
the  enemies  of  our  country ;  also,  the  whole  expense 
of  maintaining  oflBcers  and  instructors  of  the  academy 
each  year,  since  the  year  1802 ;  the  whole  expense 
of  ammunition  and  soldiers  that  have  been  placed  at 
the  academy,  for  their  assistance,  since  its  first  estab- 
lishment ;  also,  how  far  martial  law  has  been  car- 
ried into  effect  there,  and  whether,  or  not,  the  profes- 
sors and  teachers  are,  or  have  been,  under  martial 
law,  and  whether,  or  not,  any  of  the  cadets  have 
been  sent  from  said  academy,  or  dismissed  by  order 
of  the  superintendent,  or  any  other  officer,  without  a 
trial,  or  any  specific  charge  being  proved  against 
them ;  also,  how  many  foreigners  are  professors  or 
teachers  in  said  academy ;  and  the  number  of  cadets, 
if  any,  that  have  been  admitted  into  the  same  from 
the  families  of  foreigners. 

Seduction  of  Uxpenditvres. 
The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
took  into  consideration  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  annual 
expenses  of  the  Government  should  he  reduced; 
that,  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  it  is 
further, 

2.  Resolved,  That  all  such  offices  as  are  not  imme- 
diately necessary  for  the  transaction  of  public  hud- 
ness,  and  the  abolition  of  which  would  not  be  detri- 
mental to  the  public  interests,  shall  be  abolished. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  salaries  of  all  civil  officers, 
whose  compensation  has  been  increased  since  the 
year  1809,  shall  be  reduced  to  what  they  were  at 
that  period. 

4.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  reduce  the 
Army  to  the  number  of  ax.  thousand  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  preserving 
such  part  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  without  regaid 
to  that  number,  as  may  be  required  by  the  public 
interest ;  and  including  such  reduction  of  the  general 
staff  as  may  be  required  by  the  state  of  the  Army 
when  reduced  as  herein  proposed. 

5.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  appropri- 
ations for  the  erection  of  fortifications  shall  he  so 
made  as  to  require  a  less  sum  annually,  by  ex- 
tending the  time  within  which  they  shall  be  com- 
pleted. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  act  making  an  appropriation 
of  one  million  of  dollars  per  annum  for  the  increase 
of  the  Navy,  he  so  amended  as  to  extend  the  time 
within  which  such  increase  shall  be  made,  and  to  re- 
duce the  annual  appropriation  to  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

7.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  recall  from  ac- 
tive service  one-half  of  the  naval  force  now  employ- 
ed, and  to  place  the  same  in  ordinary. 

And  the  same  having  been  read — 
'Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  rose  and  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  The  task  which  I  have  un-' 
dertaken,  to  investigate  all  the  subjects  involv- 
ed in  the  resolutions  just  read,  would  be  a  fear- 
ful one,  to  heads  much  more  profound  than 
mine.    But,  as  I  am  well  convinced  that  the 
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committee  are  not  prepared  to  expect  a  display 
of  any  profound  ideas  from  me,  I  deem  an 
apology  for  the  very  imperfect  views  which  I 
shall  offer  quite  mmecessary. 
,  Broad  as  the  resolutions  would  appear,  they 
are  defective,  in  not  embracing  all  the  objects 
upon  which  I  mean  to  touch  in  the  course  of 
my  remarks.  For  this  reason  I  shall  take  the 
liberty  of  offering  one  or  two  amendments 
before  the  investigation  of  them  shaU  be 
closed. 

I  think  the  preference  which  is  to  te  given 
to  the  form  in  which  these  resolutions  have 
been  introduced,  will  be  obvious.  They  admit 
of  the  committee's  taking  a  fuU  view  of  the 
state  of  the  nation.  They  admit  of  an  inquiry 
into  the  financial  resources  of  the  country,  and 
of  the  sources  from  which  revenue  is  derived 
by  the  existing  laws;  into  the  extent  of  the 
various  establishments  requiring  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  public  money ;  the  necessity  and 
usefulness  of  them,  and  the  adequacy  of  the 
revenue  to  their  maintenance;  whether  they 
are  to  be  supported  by  the  imposition  of  addi- 
tional burdens  upon  the  people,  in  the  shape  of 
loans  or  taxes,  or  whether  the  interests  and  true 
policy  of  the  nation  would  not  rather  point  to 
their  reduction  in  preference  to  such  a  resort. 
The  importance  of  the  question  involved  in  such 
an  inquiry  will  not  be  denied.  Attempts  at  a 
partial  view  of  them,  and  at  making  partial  re- 
ductions in  the  public  expenses,  are  always  at- 
tended with  the  danger  of  doing  nothing,  or  of 
running  into  an  extreme  parsimony  in  relation 
to  particular  objects.  It  is  the  duty  of  the 
Legislature  to  determine  what  shall  be  the 
"  portion  of  the  produce  of  the  land  and  labor 
of  the  country  to  be  placed  at  the  disposition 
of  Government."  This  must  be  determined  by 
the  capacity  of  the  people  to  contribute  this 
portion.  When,  however,  it  is  ascertained,  it 
is  right  that  you  should  have  before  your  eyes 
all  the  objects  of  expenditure,  before  you  will 
be  able  properly  to  distribute  it  among  the 
several  objects. 

By  what  principles  the  Legislature  of  this  na- 
tion shall  be  governed  in  determining  this  "por- 
tion of  the  product  of  land  and  labor,"  (which 
is  only  a  definition  of  what  are  called  taxes,) 
has  been  a  subject  of  great  discussion  and  con- 
trariety of  opinion,  from  the  institution  of  the 
Government  to  the  present  day.  My  opinion 
upon  the  subject  can  be  expressed  in  a  very  few 
words :  The  people  of  that  nation  are  happiest 
whose  rights  are  protected  at  the  least  expense, 
with  the  least  danger  from  the  instruments  of 
protection,  and  where  there  are  the  fewest  ob- 
stacles created,  by  law,  to  the  exercise  of  indi- 
vidual indnstry,  and  the  display  of  individual 
enterprise.  I  can  scarcely  conceive  of  contro- 
versy upon  a  position  so  reasonable  and  plain. 

We  boast  that  our  form  of  government  best 
admits  of  reducing  the  principle  I  have  stated 
into  practice.  I  very  much  fear  that  history 
has  yet  to  determine,  fi-om  our  conduct,  wheth- 
er, like  the  Athenians  in  relation  to  politeness. 


we  shall  show  that  we  only  know  it,  or,  like 
the  Lacedemonians,  we  practise  it.  That  we 
have  an  idea  of  it  I  think  is  very  evident ;  for 
no  people  under  the  sun  boast  more  of  their  na- 
tional simplicity,  frugality,  and  economy  than 
we  do,  even  at  the  very  moment  that  an  in- 
crease of  the  public  burdens  is  required  to  de- 
fray the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  year.  To 
prove  a  conformity  between  the  boast  and  the 
fact,  is  a  task  I  have  no  disposition  to  under- 
take. 

Admitting  the  practicability  of  economical 
principles,  (which,  s»far  from  denyiug,  I  shall 
attempt,  before  I  conclude,  to  prove,)  I  will 
take  the  liberty  to  say,  that  in  no  nation  can 
taxation  be  rendered  more  oppressive  than  in 
ours.  This  arises  from  our  form  of  Govern- 
ment ;  from  that  "  imperiwm  in  imperio,'"  that 
exercise  of  two  distinct  kinds  of  sovereignty  by 
the  same  people,  of  which  we  are  so  proui 
The  affairs  of  the  Confederacy  are  administered 
by  one  body  of  magistracy,  xmder  the  Federal 
Constitution,  and  must  be  supported  in  its  ex- 
penses. The  government  of  each  State,  in 
whose  care  is  confided  the  greatest  portion  of 
the  people's  rights,  is  conducted  by  another  body 
of  magistracy,  and  must  also  be  supported.  The 
expenses  of  either  government,  taken  separately, 
have  nothing  alarming  in  their  amount.  If 
added  together,  they  are  swelled  to  an  enor- 
mous sum,  and  it  requires  but  little  augmenta- 
tion to  make  them  onerous  indeed.  Suppose 
the  General  Government  should  determine 
upon  some  grand  and  expensive  political  scheme, 
the  execution  of  which  requires  an  increase  of 
revenue ;  for  instance,  a  magnificent  scheme  of 
internal  improvements,  in  favor  of  which  a  vote 
of  this  House  has  already  been  had ;  and  that 
one  of  the  States,  say  New  York,  determines 
on  a  similar  scheme,  as  she  has  done,  also  re- 
quiring an  increase  of  State  revenue ;  is  it  not 
obvious  that  the  burdens  of  the  people  of  that 
State  would  be  rapidly  increased  ?  I  have  al- 
luded to  this  scheme  of  internal  improvements 
only  by  way  of  exemplifying  my  ideas.  If, 
however,  the  view  is  extended  to  aU  the  pow- 
ers which  may  be  exercised  by  each  sovereignty, 
requiring  the  expenditure  of  money,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  adoption  of  but  very  few  of  these 
magnificent  schemes  wiU  make  the  public  bur- 
dens alarmingly  oppressive,  and  destructive  of 
a  large  share  of  our  comforts. 

The  facility  with  which  this  state  of  things 
could  be  produced,  was  most  distinctly  per- 
ceived by  the  people  who  authorized  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  by  whose 
authority  it  was  put  in  operation.  The  old 
Federal  Government  asked  of  the  States  the 
power  to  impose  a  very  small  tax  on  commerce. 
The  convention  which  met  to  confer  that  power 
produced  the  Federal  Constitution  as  the  result 
of  their  labors,  and  submitted  it  to  the  people 
for  their  ratification.  In  their  examinations  of 
this  instrument,  they  could  but  see  how  injuri- 
ously the  unlimited  power  of  taxation  therein 
conferred  might  be  exercised. 


66 


ABEIDGMENT  OF  THE 


OF   R] 


Reduction  of  Expenditures. 


[jAHnAKT,  1821, 


GeDtlomon  can  soe,  by  turning  to  the  various 
acts  of  ratification,  how  many  of  the  States,  by 
express  declarations  and  limitations,  attempted 
to  guard  against  the  abuse  of  the  powers  con- 
ferred upon  the  Federal  Government,  and  to 
settle  the  principles  of  policy  by  which  the 
agents  employed  in  the  administration  of  that 
government  should  be  guided.  These  acts 
speak  a  language  that  cannot  be  misunderstood ; 
and  let  it  be  remembered,  that  this  language  is 
held  by  the  people  by  whom  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution was  made  and  ratified  to  their  servants 
thereafter  to  be  appointed  to  execute  the  pur- 
poses of  it.  It  is  in  these  acts  that  we  shall 
first  discover  the  marks  of  distinction  between 
what  has  since  been  appropriately  denominated 
the  ordinary  and  extraordinary  sources  of  reve- 
nue. By  the  first  was  meant  the  revenue  de- 
rived from  commerce,  to  which  has  since  been 
added  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and,  by  the 
second,  internal  taxes  in  the  broadest  sense  of 
the  term.  Here  it  is  that  we  see  the  makers  of 
the  constitution  declaring  that  "  standing  armies 
in  time  of  peace  are  dangerous  to  liberty,"  and 
that  the  defence  of  the  country  shall  rest  upon 
the  militia.  Here,  in  short,  we  shall  see  asserted 
and  dictated,  in  the  plainest  terms,  all  those 
principles  of  economy  and  rules  of  political 
conduct  which  I  am  attempting  to  advocate. 
To  read  the  whole  of  these  ratifications  would 
tax  the  patience  of  the  committee  more  than  I 
wish ;  but  I  pray  their  indulgence  in  reading 
one  or  two  of  them.  The  ratification  of  New 
York  contains  the  following  expressions :  "  That 
the  people  have  a  right  to  keep  and  bear  arms ; 
that  a  well-regulated  militia,  including  the  body 
of  the  people  capable  of  bearing  arms,  is  the 
proper,  natural,  and  safe  defence  of  a  free ' 
State."  "That  standing  armies,  in  times  of 
peace,  are  dangerous  to  liberty,  and  ought  not 
to  be  kept  up,  except  in  cases  of  necessity,  and 
that  at  all  times  the  military  should  be  under 
strict  subordination  to  th«  civil  power."  "  That 
Congress  will  not  lay  direct  taxes  in  this  State, 
but  when  moneys  arising  from  the  imposts  and 
excise  shall  be  insufiacient  for  the  public  exigen- 
cies, nor  then,  until  Congress  shall  first  have 
made  a  requisition  upon  the  State  to  assess, 
levy,  and  pay  the  amount  of  such  requisition," 
&o.*  On  this  last  subject  the  language  of  the 
ratification  of  North  Carolina  is  as  follows: 
"  When  Congress  shall  lay  direct  taxes  or  ex- 
cises, they  shall  immediately  Inform  the  execu- 
tive power  of  each  State,"  &c.i  ijuch,  sir,  was 
ttie  jealousy  displayed  by  the  people  of  the 
States — parties  to  the  constitution — in  relation 
to  the  subject  of  internal  taxes.  That  they  in- 
tended that  the  General  Government  should 
rely  only  upon  the  imposts  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses in  times  of  peace,  cannot  admit  a  doubt. 
If,  however,  the  public  exigencies — if  a  state 
of  war,  or  other  extraordinary  circumstance. 


*  See  Journal  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  pages  427,  481. 

t  IMd,  page  444.  Nearly  the  same  language  is  used  in  the 
ratifications  of  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Virginia, 
South  Carolina,  and  Bhodo  Island. 


should  require  it,  then,  and  not  till  then,  waa 
resort  to  be  had  to  other  sources  of  revenue,  so 
long  as  the  necessity  should  continue.  What 
was  it,  sir,  but  a  departure  from  those  princi- 
ples, and  some  others  prescribed  in  the  same 
imperative  manner,  that  caused  the  people,  at  a 
later  period  in  the  Government,  to  withdraw 
their  confidence  from  their  agents  then  In  the 
administration  of  affairs,  and  to  substitute  Mr. 
Jefferson  and  his  friends  in  their  places  ?  The 
mention  of  the  name  of  this  distinguished  man 
leads  me  to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee 
to  certain  opinions  of  his,  in  corroboration  of 
the  ideas  I  have  advanced ;  not  because  they 
are  his  opinions,  but  because  they  were  those  of 
the  people  at  that  period.  They  will  also  be 
found  in  the  writings  and  speeches  of  the  "con- 
script fathers,"  and  the  reports  and  proceedings 
of  Congress  of  that  day.  Mr.  Jefferson's  opin- 
iqns  were  then  considered  as  the  test  of  politi- 
cal orthodoxy.  I  am  aware,  sir,  there  has  since 
been  a  considerable  change  in  the  times,  and 
that,  in  this  change,  men  have  not  been  able  to 
preserve  a  uniformity  of  political  visage.  But, 
if  his  principles  were  then  founded  in  truth  and 
political  propriety,  they  are  now  equally  worthy 
of  being  adopted  in  practice.  Such  is  certainly 
my  opinion  of  them,  and,  therefore,  I  shall  not 
relinquish  them.  In  his  inaugural  speech, 
among  other  principles  advanced  'by  him,  are 
the  following :  "  A  well-disciplined  militia,  our 
best  reliance  in  peace,  and  for  the  first  moments 
of  war,  till  regulars  may  relieve  them ;  the  su- 
premacy of  the  civil  over  the  military  authority; 
economy  in  the  public  expense,  that  labor  may 
be  lightly  burdened;  the  honest  payment  of 
our  debts,  and  sacred  preseiwation  of  the  public 
faith;  encouragement  of  agriculture,  and  of 
commerce,  as  its  handmaid ;"  (the  word  manu- 
factures is  not  to  be  found  in  the  sentence- 
should  it  hereafter  creep  in,  I  hope  it  wiU  be 
understood  to  be  an  intei-polation,)  "the  diffu- 
sion of  information,  and  the  arraignment  of  all 
abuses  at  the  bar  of  the  public  reason ;  freedom 
of  religion — ^freedom  of  the  press — and  freedom 
of  persons  under  the  protection  of  the  habeas 
corpus;  and  trial  by  juries  impartially  selected." 
These  principles  form  the  bright  constellation 
which  has  gone  before  us  'and  guided  our  steps 
through  an  age  of  revolution  and  reformation. 
The  wisdom  of  our  sages  and  blood  of  our  he- 
roes have  been  devoted  to  their  attainment; 
they  should  be  the  creed  of  our  political  faith, 
the  text  of  civic  institutions,  the  touchstone  by 
which  to  try  the  services  of  those  we  trust ;  and 
should  we  wander  from  them  in  moments  of 
error  or  of  alarm,  let  us  hasten  to  retrace  our 
steps,  and  to  regain  the  road  which  alone  leads 
to  peace,  liberty,  and  safety.  How  beautiful 
the  style— how  much  more  beautiful  the  prin- 
ciples !  It  would  be  a  speculation  not  entirely 
fruitless  to  compar*  our  present  political  course 
with  that  of  the  administration  just  previous  to 
the  delivery  of  this  speech,  and  test  its  correct- 
ness by  the  "  touchstone"  of  these  principles. 
Then  an  army  in  time  of  profound  peace  waa 
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deemed  proper — so  it  is  now.  Then  an  expen- 
sive navy  was  to  be  created  and  supported — so 
it  is  now.  Then  a  large  debt  was  not  consid- 
ered a  national  curse — nor  is  it  now.  Then  a 
latitudinous  construction  of  the  constitution  was 
the  fashionable  doctrine — so  it  is  now,  by  more 
than  one  solemn  vote  of  this  House.  Then  a 
sedition  law  was  both  proper  and  constitution- 
al.* In  another  branch  of  the  Legislature  they 
have  lately  said  it  was  not  unconstitutional. 
The  comparison  might  be  Brged  much  farther, 
but  I  will  not  pursue  it. 

In  his  first  Message  to  Congress,  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son speaks  the  following  language : 

"  War,  indeed,  and  untoward  events,  may  change 
this  prospect  of  things,  and  call  for  expenses  which 
the  imposts  could  not  meet.  But,  sound  principles 
will  not  justify  our  taxing  the  industry  of  our  fellow- 
citizens  to  accumulate  treasure  for  wars  to  happen 
we  know  not  when,  and  which  might  not,  perhaps, 
happen,  hut  from  the  temptations  offered  by  llhat 
treasure. 

**  These  views,  however,  of  reducing  our  burdens, 
are  formed  on  the  expectation  that  a  sensible,  and  at 
the  same  time  a  salviary  reduction,  may  take  place 
in  our  habitual  expenditures.  For  this  purpose  those 
of  the  Civil  Government,  the  Army,  and  Navy,  wUl 
need  levisaL  When  we  consider  that  this  Govern- 
ment is  charged  with  the  external  and  mutual  rela- 
tions only  of  these  States ;  that  the  States  themselves 
have  the  principal  care  of  our  persons,  our  property, 
and  our  reputation,  constituting  the  great  field  of 
human  concerns,  we  may  weU  doubt  whether  our  or- 
ganization is  not  too  comphcated,  too  expensive ; 
whether  officers  and  offices  have  not  been  multiplied 
unnecessarily,  and  sometimes  injuriously  to  the  ser- 
vice they  were  meant  to  promote." 

I  beg  pardon  of  the  committee  for  having  de- 
tained them  so  long  by  reading  these  extracts. 
But  really  they  are  so  applicable  to  the  present 
situation  of  the  nation,  that  they  seem  to  be 
addressed  to  us  with  equal  propriety  as  to  the 
Congress  for  whom  they  were  intended.  Yes, 
sir,  if  a  system  of  economy  were  not  recom- 
mended to  us  by  its  evident  propriety,  under 
the  most  favorable  circumstances,  we  are  now 
driven  to  its  adoption  by  the  embarrassments 
by  which  we  are  surrounded.  What  is  our 
present  condition  ?  What  is  the  state  of  the 
nation? 

We  have  an  army,  which,  with  its  various 
appendages,  is  more  numerous  than  it  ever  was 
before  in  a  time  of  peace. 

We  have  a  navy,  the  force  and  expense  of 
•which  have  almost  quadrupled  in  ten  years. 

We  have  a  pension  list,  whose  rapid  growth 
and  extended  length  should  affright  us. 

We  have  a  civil  list  of  constantly  increasing 
expense. 

We  have  a  national  debt  of  $90,000,000, 
which,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  is  not  diminishing, 
and  the  interest  upon  which  requires  more  than 
one-fourth  of  the  estimated  receipts  into  the 
Treasury  for  the  present  year. 


And,  to  crown  the  whole,  for  the  last  and 
the  present  year,  the  annual  revenue  calculated 
to  be  received,  by  official  reports  submitted  to 
OUT  inspection,  is  insufficient  to  support  these 
establishments,  by  millions  of  dollars. 

However  cooUy  some  may  affect  to  view  this 
state  of  things,  to  me  it  presents  a  subject  of 
the  most  lively  interest.  It  is,  at  least,  suffi- 
ciently gloomy  to  urge  us  to  a  review  of  our 
policy,  and  to  correct  its  errors,  if  any  there 
are.  This  is  a  duty  which  the  nation  expects 
us  to  perform,  and  let  us  not  shrink  from  the 
task.  • 


*  The  Senate  refused  to  refund  to  Matthew  Lyon  a  fine 
imposed  on  him  under  the  Sedition  law. 


Wbdjjesday,  January  15. 
Missouri — Her  Anomalous  Position. 

Mr.  Aechee,  of  Virginia,  read  from  his  seat 
the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  whether  there  be  at  this  time 
existing,  and  in  force,  in  Missouri,  any  legal  tribu- 
nals or  tribunal,  derived  from  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  invested  with  competent  jurisdiction 
and  powers  for  the  examination  and  determination  of 
cases  of  controversy  which  have  arisen,  or  may  arise 
therein,  under  the  Constitution,  laws,  or  treaties  of 
the  United  States,  or  controversies  to  which  the 
United  States  are  or  may  become  a  party ;  and  if 
there  be  no  such  tribunals  or  tribunal,  then  to  report 
to  this  House  the  provisions  and  measures  which,  in 
their  opinion,  may  be  necessary  to  be  adopted  by 
Congress,  for  causing  the  authority  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  laws  of  the  United  States  to  be  respected, 
and  for  assuring  protection  to  the  property  and  other 
rights  of  the  United  States,  and  of  their  citizens, 
within  Missouri. 

Before  forwarding  the  motion  to  the  Chair, 
Mr.  A.  stated  the  motives  which  induced  him 
to  offer  it.  Whatever  might  be  the  situation  of 
Missouri  with  respect  to  this  Government,  the 
propriety  remained  the  same  of  instituting  the 
inquiry  he  proposed,  and  of  adopting  the  reso- 
lution. He  must  be  candid  enough  to  state, 
however,  that  to  him  it  appeared  that  Missouri 
stood  entirely  disconnected  from  any  legal  or 
political  relation  with  this  Government.  With 
our  own  hands,  said  Mr.  A.,  we  have  cut  all 
the  moorings  which  attached  her  to  it,  and  she 
floats  entirely  liberated  and  at  large.  She  stood 
formerly  in  the  relation  of  a  Territory  to  the 
United  States ;  she  had  proposed  to  assume  the 
new  relation  of  a  State  of  the  TJnion.  This 
House  had  refused  her  permission  to  do  so,  and, 
Mr.  A.  said,  she  stands  discharged  from  aU  re- 
lation to  the  Union.  It  was  vain  to  tell  him 
that  Missouri  was  a  Territory.  Such  an  asser- 
tion was  disproved  by  the  fact,  known  to  every 
one,  that  she  had  discarded  every  attribute  of 
that  character.  The  concession  which  Con- 
gress made  to  Missouri  at  the  last  session,  Mr. 
A.  said,  consisted  of  two  parts :  the  permission 
to  depart  from  the  existing  relations  of  a  Ter- 
ritory, and  the  permission  to  assume,  under 
certain  conditions,  the  relations  of  a  member  of 
the  Confederacy.      She   must  have   departed 
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from  the  relation  of  a  Territory  before  she 
oould  have  availed  herself  of  the  second  part  of 
the  concession  to  her.  What  is  it  that  Congress 
can  admit  into  the  Union?  Not  a  Territory, 
but  a  State.  Missouri  was  therefore  obliged  to 
cease  to  be  a  Territory  before  she  conld  be  in  a 
condition  to  claim  admission  into  the  Union; 
and  she  became  a  State.  Not  only,  then,  in 
point  of  fact,  but  in  legal  acceptation,  Missouri 
is  no  longer  a  Territory. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  was  not  intimating,  nor  would 
he  be  understood  as  intimating,  that  the  people 
of  Missouri  wished  to  be  permanently  discon- 
nected from  the  Union.  He  was  assured  she 
was  attached  to  the  Union  by  feelings  genera- 
ted by  her  descent  from  it,  and  by  a  true  rev- 
erence for  the  principles  of  its  institutions.  Nor 
did  he  say  that  she  had  shown  any  disposition 
to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  allegiance  to  the 
Union ;  it  was  this  House  which  had  itself  cut 
loose  the  harness,  and  thrown  away  the  reins. 
Mr.  A.  went  on  to  say,  that,  if  Congress  could 
act  at  all  at  present  with  reference  to  Missouri, 
such  was  now  her  condition,  that  it  could  not 
act  by  law,  but  must  act  by  force.  The  author- 
ity of  the  iJnion  might  hang  over  her,  but  there 
was  no  legal  modes  by  which  it  could  be  exer- 
cised. All  its  ordinary  and  regular  conductors 
were  broken  off.  With  regard  to  Missouri,  Mr. 
A.  said  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  had 
individual  rights,  which  it  was  the  duty  of 
Congress  to  secure.  Many  of  them,  for  exam- 
ple, bad  received  donations  of  land  in  that  Ter- 
i-itory,  in  requital  of  their  services,  of  their 
blood,  and  of  the  glory  they  had  acquired  for 
their  country.  Congress  were  bound,  by  the 
most  sacred  of  all  obligations,  to  insure  protec- 
tion to  those  rights.  The  question,  therefore, 
which  he  wished  to  present  to  the  consideration 
of  gentlemen  was  this :  Where  are  the  tribunals 
and  methods  by  which  these  and  other  rights 
can  be  protected — where  the  channels  by  which 
the  authority  of  the  Government  can  be  en- 
forced ?  No  man  could  say  that  there  existed 
such  tribunals  or  channels  for  the  enforcement 
of  our  authority.  My  proposition,  said  Mr.  A., 
is  not  presented  because  of  any  peculiar  situa- 
tion of  Missouri,  but  because  of  the  ambiguity 
of  it — because  no  man  can  say  what  it  is.  Sup- 
pose, he  said,  that  he  was  I'ight  in  his  opinion 
of  the  condition  of  Missouri ;  every  one  would 
say  that  an  inquiry  ought  to  be  instituted  with 
the  view  to  establish  some  bonds  of  relation  be- 
tween Missouri  and  this  Government.  But, 
suppose  that  he  were  mistaken  on  this  point ; 
the  inquiry  would  yet  be  proper,  in  order  to 
remove  the  doubts  which  he  and  others  enter- 
tained. In  every  view  in  which  he  considered 
the  subject,  he  thought  the  inquiry  ought  to 
take  place.  He  did  not  propose  that  this  in- 
quiry should  be  committed  to  himself,  or  to 
those  who  agreed  with  him  in  opinion,  but  he 
proposed  to  refer  it  to  a  standing  committee  of 
the  House,  which  might  reasonably  be  supposed 
to  be  an  impartial  tribunal,  and  at  the  head  of 
which  (Mi\  Sekgeant)  was  one  of  the  most 


prominent  of  those  who  differed  from  him  ii 
opinion  on  this  topic. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  was  far  from  supposing  tha 
there  would  be  any  opposition  to  this  proposi 
tion ;  but,  if  there  were,  he  would  say  to  th 
opponents  of  it,  that  they  had  taken  upon  them 
selves  to  direct  the  course  of  our  legislation  oi 
this  subject,  and,  if  they  had  not  foundered 
they  had  at  least  brought  us  into  the  neighbor 
hood  of  shoals  and  breakers.  If  gentlemen  whc 
constitute  the  late  majority  of  this  House  wer« 
to  reftise  to  agree  to  the  proposed  inquiry,  h« 
would  then  say,  what  he  was  now  very  fai 
from  saying,  that  they  were  afraid  to  pursue 
the  principle  of  their  own  vote  in  its  operation, 
and  to  stand  confronted  with  the  results. 

The  resolution  having  been  read  from  the 
Chair — 

Mr.  Sbegeant  suggested  that  the  resolution 
was  one  of  such  a  description  as  ought  not  to 
be  acted  upon  vrithout  affording  an  opportunity 
to  every  member  of  the  House  to  vote  upon  it. 
He  therefore  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cobb  said  it  was  a  very  unusual  course 
to  move  to  lay  on  the  table  a  resolve  proposing 
inquiry  merely.  It  would  seem  almost  a  matter 
of  course  to  agree  to  such  a  resolution  moved 
by  any  gentleman.  When  the  committee  should 
report  would  be  the  time  for  deciding  any  prin- 
ciple involved  in  this  proposition. 

Mr.  Seegeakt  said,  if  this  were  a  simple  pro- 
position for  inquiry,  in  the  ordiaary  shape  of 
such  propositions,  there  would  be  no  force  in 
the  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia. 
But,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  thought  it  perfectly  plain 
and  obvious  that  this  resolution  assumed,  as  the 
groundwork  of  it,  certain  opinions  in  regard  to 
Missouri,  about  which  the  sentiments  of  the 
members  of  this  House  had  already  been  more 
or  less  expressed.  It  was  taken  for  granted,  no 
doubt,  by  the  mover,  and  his  proposition  as- 
sumed it  as  a  fact,  that,  in  consequence  of  some- 
thing which  has  happened,  a  change  has  been 
produced  in  the  position  of  Missouri  in  regard 
to  the  Union,  which  renders  it  necessary  that 
there  should  be  new  legislation  in  regard  to  it; 
and  it  of  course  took  for  granted  what  had  been 
a  source  of  litigation  certainly,  and  what  a  large 
portion  of  this  House  will  not  accede  to.  If  a 
question  existed  whether  the  relation  of  Mis- 
souri to  the  Union  be  thus  changed,  it  was  a 
question  which  ought  to  be  discussed  and  de- 
cided in  this  House,  before  a  committee  was 
charged  with  it  ui  any  shape.  The  inquiry 
whether  the  relation  of  Missouri  to  the  Union 
be  in  reality  changed,  must  precede  the  adop- 
tion of  a  resolution  such  as  this  is,  which  as- 
sumes that  a  new  code  of  laws  is  necessary  for 
its  government.  He  thought  this  House  ought 
not  at  once,  without  notice,  to  go  into  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  question  whether  Missouri  has 
or  has  not  changed  her  condition.  So  strongly 
impressed  was  he  with  this  opinion,  that  he  had 
moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table;  and, 
if  the  discussion  were  pressed  at  this  time,  he 
should  certainly  vote  against  the  resolution. 
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Mr.  Lowndes  said  he  had  hoped  the  resolu- 
tion would  have  appeared  to  the  House  to  he 
such  a  one  as  did  not  involve  any  of  the  ques- 
tions which  had  heen  suggested.  As,  however, 
time  was  desired,  he  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  would  consent  to  its  lying  on  the  table 
until  to-morrow.  But  assuredly,  Mr.  L.  said,  it 
did  not  involve  any  such  question  as  had  been 
supposed.  It  proposes  an  inquiry  into  the  mat- 
ter of  fact,  whether  there  now  exists  a  tribunal 
in  Missouri  adequate  to  particular  objects.  It 
proceeds  on  the  supposition  that  every  party  in 
the  House  is  desirous  to  know  the  actual  rela- 
tion which  Missouri  bears  to  the  Union — to  de- 
cide whether  it  be  necessary  to  legislate  or  not 
to  legislate  on  the  subject;  not  only  to  ascertain 
what  is  the  relation  between  Missouri  and  the 
Union,  but  what  it  may  be  proper  to  do,  if  any 
thing,  in  consequence  of  the  fact  thus  to  be  as- 
certained. "Whilst,  however,  Mr.  L.  said,  he 
believed  that  resolutions  of  inquiry  ought  in 
general  to  be  assented  to  without  objection, 
and  whilst  he  believed  this  to  be  of  that  char- 
acter merely,  yet  if,  from  the  terms  of  the  reso- 
lution, it  should  appear  to  any  member,  and 
most  of  all  it  appeared  to  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  it  was  proposed  to  assign  the 
consideration  of  the  subject,  that  it  involved  an 
important  principle,  he  admitted  it  would  be 
proper  to  give  time  for  the  consideration  of  it. 

Mr.  Geoss,  of  New  York,  said,  that  though 
he  presumed  he  entertained,  with  respect  to 
the  answer  which  ought  to  be  given  to  this 
resolution,  the  same  opinion  as  the  gentleman 
at  the  head  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  he  was 
ready  to  act  upon  it  without  delay.  If  he  be- 
heved  that  it  took  any  thing  for  granted,  par- 
ticularly if  he  believed  that  it  took  for  granted 
that  there  was  no  legal  tribunal  by  which  such 
questions  could  be  settled,  he  should  certainly 
vote  for  laying  it  on  the  table,  and  finally 
against  the  resolution.  But,  as  he  was  of  a 
different  opinion,  he  should  vote  for  the  resolu- 
tion, and  against  laying  it  on  the  table.  It 
would  be  well  recollected,  he  said,  that  during 
the  discussion  of  the  subject  at  the  present  ses- 
sion, the  position  had  been  taken  that  Missouri 
was  a  State,  and  that,  though  admitted  into  the 
Union,  she  was  an  independent  State.  This 
position  was  taken  by  a  gentleman  whose  weight 
of  character  and  talents  gave  a  color  to  what- 
ever he  should  advance.  For  his  part,  Mr.  G. 
said,  when  the  question  on  the  admission  of 
Missouri  was  before  the  House,  he  had  made  up 
his  mind  on  the  subject  of  this  resolution.  He 
hoped  that,  if  the  resolution  passed,  the  true 
answer  would  be  given,  and  he  was  therefore  in 
tavor  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Flotd  said  it  was  a  very  unusual  thing 
for  the  House  to  hesitate  in  respect  to  motions 
for  inquiry.  He  was  glad  to  find  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  thought  so  clearly  on 
the  subject.  As  this  was  an  important  subject, 
he  wished  to  record  his  opinion  on  the  post- 
ponement, and  therefore  required  that  the  ques- 
tion should  be  decided  by  yeas  and  nays. 


The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered — 

Mr.  Abohee,  of  Virginia,  said,  if  the  wish  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  for  delay 
were  pi-essed,  though  it  was  so  unusual  a  course, 
he  should  be  bound,  by  considerations  of  cour- 
tesy, to  accede  to  the  motion  now  before  the 
House.  He  was  rather  disposed,  however,  to 
take  the  same  view  of  this  matter  as  had  been 
taken  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  that 
every  one,  before  he  gave  a  vote  against  the 
admission  of  Missouri,  must  have  foreseen  the 
necessity  for  a  resolution  and  inquiry  of  this 
sort.  Every  member  of  the  majority  of  the 
House  must  have  known  that  the  question  must 
have  come  upon  him  in  some  shape  or  other, 
and  must  therefore  have  been  prepared  for  it. 
With  regard  to  the  character  of  this  proposi- 
tion, it  was  not  novel.  If  the  facts  should  be 
ascertained  as  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
supposed,  there  would  be  no  occasion  for  any 
expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee as  to  what  ought  to  be  done,  &o. 

Mr.  FuLLEE  made  a  few  remarks  to  the  effect 
that  he  did  not  consider  it  of  much  importance 
whether  the  resolution  passed  to-day  or  to- 
morrow ;  that  he  had  examined  it,  and  had  no 
great  objection  to  it;  but,  only  to  save  the 
needless  trouble  of  calling  the  yeas  and  nays, 
he  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  would 
withdraw  his  objection  to  laying  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Aeohee  said  he  had  ah'eady  done  so,  if 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  pressed  it, 
though  such  a  course  was  not  usual,  nor  in  his 
opinion  necessary  in  this  case. 

Mr.  Seegeakt  said  that  the  gentlemen  from 
South  Carolina  and  Virginia  had  concurred  in 
considering  this  resolution  as  proposing  an  in- 
quiry into  a  matter  of  fact.  Mr.  S.  said,  if  he 
understood  this  resolution  at  all,  it  proposed  an 
inquiry,  not  into  a  matter  of  fact,  but  a  matter 
of  law,  and  that  matter  of  law  involving  a  point 
on  which  there  was  known  to  be  more  or  less 
difference  of  opinion  in  this  House.  The  ques- 
tion, whether  there  now  exists  a  tribunal  in 
Missouri,  was  not  a  question  of  fact,  but  it  was 
a  question  of  law.  It  was  not  a  question  whe- 
ther tribunals  heretofoi-e  have  existed,  but  whe- 
ther they  do  now  exist.  There  was  an  objec- 
tion to  referring  to  a  committee  an  inquiry  into 
a  matter  of  law,  which  is  not  to  be  tested  by 
evidence,  &o.,  but  must  depend  upon  opinion, 
which  every  member  in  his  place  would  form 
as  well  as  a  committee,  whose  report  on  such  a 
subject  would  only  leave  the  question  where  it 
stood  before.  With  respect  to  what  is  to  be 
done  in  relation  to  Missouri,  it  must  be  perfectly 
obvious  that  this  cannot  be  ascertained  until 
the  sense  of  the  House  is  ascertained  on  the 
previous  question ;  and  the  clear  course  would 
be  to  ascertain  the  sense  of  the  House,  and  then 
send  the  matter  to  a  committee  to  report  such 
bills  as  should  be  calculated  to  give  effect  to  it. 
He  did  not  know  that,  on  further  examination, 
the  resolution  might  be  liable  to  the  objection 
he  now  felt  to  it ;  but  he  wished  time  to  decide 
that  point. 
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Mr.  Stokes  wished  the  resolution  to  lie  on 
the  table,  for  this  reason— that  he  wished  gen- 
tlemen to  have  time  to  obtain  the  necessary  in- 
formation to  enable  them  to  act  on  the  subject. 
He  had  himself  no  information  whatever  which 
went  to  show  that  Misaouri  was  not  in  the  same 
situation  now  that  she  had  been  for  the  few 
years  past,  except  that  her  convention  had  met, 
and  agreed  upon  a  form  for  her  future  govern- 
ment. He  did  not  say  that  he  had  not  heard, 
out  of  doors,  that  she  had  elected  a  Governor, 
Legislatm-e,  &o.  But  he  did  not  wish  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  this  resolution  un- 
til the  information  was  given  to  him  officially, 
on  which  he  was  to  act.  A  resolution  addressed 
to  the  Executive,  who  was  charged  with  the 
execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
would,  he  supposed,  elicit  the  necessary  infor- 
mation. For  aught  we  know  officially,  said 
Mr.  S.,  the  officers  of  the  United  States  in  that 
Territory  may  be  at  this  moment  in  the  full 
discharge  of  all  their  functions.  He  could  not 
consent  to  assume  it  as  a  fact,  that  the  authority 
of  the  United  States  in  Missouri  was  in  full 
operation.  He  could  not  assume  it  as  a  fact, 
that  the  President  Las  failed  in  his  duty  of  ap- 
pointing a  Governor  and  other  officers,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  laws.  By  entertaining  this  in- 
quiry, said  Mi\  S.,  the  House  would  assume,  in 
some  degree,  the  duties  of  the  Executive,  and 
bring  us  in  collision  with  that  department.  For 
his  part,  he  said,  he  could  not  consent  that  this 
,  House  should  thus  take  upon  itself  the  respon- 
sibility which  belonged  to  another  department 
of  the  Government.  "Whenever  the  authority 
of  the  United  States  in  Missouri  was  set  at  de- 
fiance, or  whenever,  from  any  cause  whatever, 
the  authority  of  the  United  States  in  that  Ter- 
ritory should  be  at  an  end,  he  presumed  Con- 
gress would  receive  from  the  Executive  depart- 
ment information  of  it.  Until  such  information 
was  received,  he  could  not  agree  to  consider  the 
subject.  "When  it  did  come,  he  reserved  to 
himself  to  decide  what  course  ought  to  be  taken. 
But  the  proper  course  for  gentlemen  at  the 
present  time  appeared  to  him  to  be,  to  call  on 
the  Executive  to  inform  the  House  whether  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  were  at  present  duly 
executed  in  Missouri,  &c.  If  the  President 
should  say,  in  reply,  that  the  laws  are  not  exe- 
cuted, and  our  authority  not  in  existence,  it 
would  then  be  time  enough  to  refer  the  subject 
to  a  committee. 

Mr.  Oampbbll  said  the  time  might  come,  dur- 
ing the  present  session,  when  he  should  not 
have  the  smallest  objection  to  this  resolution  ; 
but,  he  must  be  allowed  to  state,  that  he  did 
not  think  the  present  was  the  proj)er  time.  It 
was  well  understood  that  there  were  several 
projects  on  foot  for  the  admission  of  Missouri 
into  the  Union.  When  all  these  failed,  he  said, 
he  should  be  as  ready  as  any  gentleman  to  as- 
sent to  this  resolution.  If  gentlemen  were  pre- 
pared to  say  that  no  further  effi>rts  would  be 
made  to  accomplish  that  object,  he  was  ready 
to  vote  for  the  resolution  now.    But,  he  said, 


in  every  quarter  of  the  country,  it  is  anticipated 
that  the  discussion  will  be  revived  on  the  reso- 
lution from  the  Senate  :  in  the  paper  from 
Richmond  received  to-day,  there  were  two  or 
three  letters  from  Washington  to  that  effect. 
The  understanding  was,  he  believed,  that  per- 
haps next  week  the  resolution  on  the  table  of 
the  Clerk  might  be  called  up  and  decided  on. 
If  every  effisrt  should  fail  for  the  admission  of 
Missouri,  it  would  be  proper  to  adopt  such  a 
resolution  as  this,  but,  in  his  opinion,  not  till 
then. 

Mr.  Foot  rose  to  show,  by  example,  that  the 
motion  to  lay  this  resolution  on  the  table  was 
not  unprecedented.  He  agreed  faUy  in  opin- 
ion with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  that  the  res- 
olution ought  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  and 
should  not  agree  to  take  it  up  again  until  the 
resolution  from  the  Senate  should  have  been 
finally  acted  on. 

Mr.  Lowndes  said,  a  very  little  reflection 
would  satisfy  any  one  that  it  was  not  necessary 
to  postpone  this  resolution  until  the  other  ques- 
tion referred  to  should  be  decided.  He  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  the  consideration,  that  the 
report  of  the  committee  under  this  resolution 
might  have  considerable  influence  on  the  ques- 
tion to  be  decided  on  the  proposition  from  the 
Senate.  It  appeared  to  him,  he  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying,  that  no  man  could  vote  on  the 
various  propositions  which  had  been  alluded  to, 
unless  his  mind  was  made  up  on  the  topics 
presented  by  the  resolution  now  before  the 
House.  "Whilst  up,  Mr.  L.  adverted  to  what 
had  fallen  from  his  friend  from  New  York,  who 
opposed  the  resolution  because  we  know  noth- 
ing officially  of  any  change  in  the  actual  con- 
dition of  Missouri.  If  we  knew  nothing  on  that 
subject,  said  Mr.  L.,  it  would  be  reason  enough 
for  inquiry  that  there  is  out-of-door  conversa- 
tion on  the  subject.  "We  must  not  act  on  such 
information,  but  was  it  ever  before  heard  that 
we  must  not  inquire  into  any  matter  because 
it  has  been  spoken  of  out-of-doors  only  ?  The 
practice  of  every  day  was  different.  But,  if 
official  information  was  necessary,  the  House 
had  that  information.  It  had  information,  from 
the  constitution  presented  by  Missouri,  that,  at 
a  certain  time,  the  authority  of  the  United 
States  was  to  determine,  and  that  of  a  new- 
State  to  commence.  He  did  not  here  speak  of 
the  question  of  right  in  regard  to  the  people  of 
Missouri,  but  of  the  question  of  fact.  It  was 
true  that  there  was  a  question  of  fact  presented 
by  this  resolution,  but  it  was  also  true  that 
there  was  a  question  of  law,  and  nothing  was 
more  usual  than,  in  regard  to  questions  of  law, 
to  refer  them  to  the  committee  of  this  House 
consisting  of  legal  men,  constituted  to  con- 
sider such  questions,  being  the  committee  to 
which  It  was  proposed  to  refer  this  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Stoees  explained,  that  he  had  reserved 
the  question  of  the  expediency  of  an  inquiry 
into  this  matter.  His  objection  to  acting  on 
the  subject  now  was,  that  it  appeared  to  him 
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the  proper  course  would  be,  first  to  call  on  the 
Executive. 

Mr.  Aeoheh  said  he  acceded  to  the  pro- 
posed postponement,  only  because,  as  the 
mover  of  the  resolution,  he  felt  bound  to  do  so. 
If  not  thus  obliged,  he  should  have  voted 
against  postponement.  The  objections  of  the 
gentleman  to  the  resolution,  he  said,  were  not 
consistent — one  gentleman  opposed  it  because 
it  proposed  an  inquiry  into  facts ;  another  be- 
cause it  proposed  an  inquiry  into  a  matter  of 
law.  Both  objections  could  not  be  sound.  He 
believed,  he  said,  in  conclusion,  that  the  re- 
sponses to  this  resolution  would  be  very  easy 
indeed ;  and  he  must  be  allowed  to  indulge  the 
remark,  that,  in  the  reluctance  of  gentlemen  to 
act  on  the  subject,  he  found  a  confirmation  of 
his  belief  that  the  answer  could  be  easily  given. 

The  question  on  laying  the  resolution  on  the 
table  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  91  votes  to  58,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher of  Virginia,  Baker,  Bateman,  Beeoher,  Boden, 
Brush,  Buffiim,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Camp- 
bell, Clagett,  Clark,  Cushman,  Cnthbert,  Dane,  Den- 
nison,  DicMnson,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut, 
Enstis,  Fay,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gorham, 
Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Gnyon,  Hall  of  New  York, 
Hall  of  Delaware,  Hardin,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hill, 
Hobart,  Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lin- 
coln, Lowndes,  Maclay,  McCullough,  McLane  of  Del- 
aware, MaUary,  Marchand,  Meech,  Meigs,  MoneU, 
R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Morton,  Mosely,  Murray,  Nel- 
son of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Pat- 
terson, Phelps,  Phiison,  Plumer,  Randolph,  Rich, 
Richards,  Richmond,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ, 
Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Settle,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  A.  Smyth 
of  Virginia,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong 
of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  TomUnson,  Tracy, 
Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  "Whit- 
man, and  Wood — 91. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alien  of  Tennessee,  Archer 
of  Maryland,  Baldwin,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Bloomfield, 
Brevard,  Brown,  Bryan,  Burton,  Burwell,  Butler  of 
Louisiana,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crafts, 
Crawford,  Crowell,  Culpeper,  Earle,  Edwards  of 
North  Carolina,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Gray,  Gross  of  New 
York,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of 
Tennessee,  Einsey,  Little,  McCoy,  McCreary,  Mc- 
Lean of  Kentucky,  Metcalf,  Montgomery,  T.'  L. 
Moore,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Overstreet,  Parker 
of  Virginia,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Simkins,  Smith  of 
New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Swearingen,  Ter- 
rell, Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Walker,  Warfield, 
Williams  of  Virginia,  and  wSliams  of  Norlii  Carolina 
—58. 


Sattjedat,  January  6. 
Death  of  Mr.  Linn. 
Mr.  SoTJTHAED  announced  the  death  of  John 
Linn,  one  of  the  members  of  this  House,  from 
the  State  of  New  Jersey.    Whereupon, 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  order  for  superintending  the  funeral 
of  John  Linn,  deceased,  late  a  representative  from 
the  State  of  New  Jersey. 


Messrs.  Sotjthaed,  Batbman,  Bloomfield, 
KiNSET,  Smith,  of  New  Jersey,  Oulpepee,  and 
Maeohand,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Resolved,  unanitnovsly,  That  the  members  of  this 
House  will  testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of 
John  Linn,  late  one  of  their  body,  by  wearing  crape 
on  the  left  arm  for  one  month. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  members  of  this 
House  wiU  attend  the  funeral  of  the  late  John  Linn 
this  day  at  three  o'clock. 

Resolved,  uncmirnously.  That  a  message  be  sent  to 
the  Senate  to  notify  th^  of  the  death  of  John  Linn, 
late  a  member  of  this  House,  and  that  his  funeral 
will  take  place  this  day  at  three  o'clock,  from  the 
Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  January  8. 
A  new  member,  to  wit,  from  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  Daniel  Udebe,  elected  to  supply 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of 
Joseph  Heister,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat. 


TtiESDAT,  January  9. 
Missouri — Anomalous  Condition. 
.Mr.  Aeohbr,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the 
House  do  now  proceed  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion submitted  by  him  on  the  4th  instant,  in 
relation  to  the  judicial  condition  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Missouri. 

On  the  question  being  taken,  "  Will  the  House 
now  consider  the  said  resolution  ? "  it  was  de- 
terminedin  the  negative — yeas  66,  nays  78. 


Thttesdat,  January  11. 

Limitation  of  the  Nmal  Force,  and  Lnquiry 

into  Na/oal  Pensions. 

Mr.  Cobb  submitted  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on-  Naval  Affairs  he 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  limiting 
by  law  the  number  of  able  seamen,  ordinary  seamen, 
and  boys,  to  be  annually  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States ;  and  also  into  the  expediency  of 
reducing  the  number  now  in  actual  service. 

ResUved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  reducing  the  pensions  now  allowed  under  the  acts 
of  Congress,  to  certain  persons  in  the  land  and  naval 
service  of  the  United  States,  on  continental  establish- 
ment, during  the  Revolutionary  war ;  [so  that  here- 
after the  pension  allowed  to  each  officer  shall  be 
twelve  dollars  per  month,  and  to  the  privates  five 
doUars  per  month.] 

The  first  of  these  resolutions  was  agreed  to 
without  a  division. 

The  second  met  with  great  objection,  in  con- 
sequenofe  of  which  Mr.  Cobb  modified  it  so  as  to 
make  the  inquii-y  general,  by  erasing  the  words 
in  brackets. 

On  the  resolution  thus  modLfled,_  there  were 
ayes  53,  noes  59.  So  the  resolution  was  not 
agreed  to. 
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Feidat,  January  12. 
Amendment  of  the  Jowmalr—Missowi  QueaUon. 

The  first  entry  in  the  Journal  of  yesterday 
was  read,  in  the  following  words : 

"  Mr.  Lowndes  presented  three  memorials  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  Missouri — 
one  praying  that  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  may 
be  permitted  to  apply  the  payments  already  made  to 
such  of  their  entries  as  the  said  payments  wiU  cover, 
at  two  dollars  per  acre,  relinquishing  the  residue  of 
the  land  to  the  United  States — another  praying  that 
persons  entitled  to  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the 
purchase  of  public  lands,  may  be  permitted  to  make 
payment  for  said  lands  within  the  times  heretofore 
prescribed  by  law,  or  prompt  payment,  at  the  option 
of  the  persons  holding  such  pre-emption  right — the 
other,  praying  that  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the 
purchase  of  public  lands  may  be  extended  to  certain 
settlers  therein  described;  which  memorials  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands." 

Mr.  EoBBKTSON,  conceiving  that  Missouri 
had,  in  this  entry,  heen  styled  a  Territory,  oh- 
jected  to  her  being  so  styled ;  hut,  on  examina- 
tion, finding  it  was  not  so,  waived  a  motion  he 
was  about  to  have  made  to  amend  it. 

Mr.  Cobb,  however,  adverting  to  the  terms  of 
the  memorial,  said,  that  it  appeared  to  be  from 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
"the  State  of"  Missouri,  though  not  bo  stated 
in  the  Journal.  Mr.  0.  moved  to  amend  the 
Journal  in  this  particular,  by  inserting  the 
words  "  the  State  of,"  before  the  word  "  Mis- 
souri." 

When  the  reporter  entered  the  Hall,  Mr. 
Baebottb  was  up,  arguing'  in  favor  of  an  amend- 
ment, which  would  malse  the  Journal  conform 
to  the  fact,  which,  he  contended,  it  did  not  as 
it  now  stood. 

Mr.  Anderson  expressed  his  opinion  that  the 
Journal,  as  it  stood,  expressed  truly  the  fact  of 
a  memorial  being  presented  from  Missouri. 
Though  it  might  have  been  more  distinctly 
stated,  yet  the  omission  of  the  words  proposed 
to  be  inserted  did  not  take  from  Missouri  the 
character  of  a  State,  it  being  a  frequent  mode 
of  expression  in  regard  to  other  States,  to  speak 
of  them  without  the  prefix  of  "  the  State  of." 
Mr.  A.  also  suggested  a  wish  that  his  friends 
should  not  press  the  objection  they  had  set  up, 
by  way  of  obtaining  a  decision  of  the  Missouri 
question,  on  a  motion  to  amend  the  Journal. 

Mr.  Eobbetson  made  some  remarks  in  favor 
of  the  motion.  The  memorials,  he  said,  pro- 
fessed to  be  from  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Missouri.  If  Missouri  had  not  been  considered 
as  a  State,  of  course  the  memorials  in  that 
shape  would  not  have  been  received.  Having 
been  received  as  memorials  from  the  State,  why 
should  not  the  fact  be  correctly  stated  on  the 
Journal? 

Mr.  MoLank,  of  Delaware,  was  in  favor  of 
the  proposed  amendment,  on  the  general  ground 
that,  if  it  took  place,  the  Journal  would  corre- 
spond more  precisely  with  the  fact  than  in  its 
present  shape. 


Mr.  "Warfield  said,  that  a  decision  in  favor 
of  the  proposed  amendment  would  not  express 
the  sense  of  the  House,  either  in  one  way  or  the 
other.  Conceiving  that  the  entry  on  the  Jour- 
nal, as  it  now  stood,  was  an  entry  of  that  de- 
scription which  would  explain  sufficiently  what 
was  the  nature  of  the  memorial,  he  was  opposed 
to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  proposed,  in  order 
to  obviate  the  difficulty,  to  insert  in  the  Journal 
the  words  "purporting  to  be,"  a  memorial  from 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Missouri,  &c. 

Mr.  Cook  was  opposed  to  the  proposed 
amendment.  If  made,  he  said,  it  would  decide 
no  principle.  If  Missouri  was  not  a  State,  call- 
ing her  so  would  not  make  her  so.  It  would 
be  an  equally  appropriate  amendment  to  style 
her  the  Republic  of  Missouri,  as  her  convention 
had  styled  her  in  the  preamble  to  the  constitu- 
tion which  had  been  formed  for  her  govern- 
ment, &c. 

Mr.  Cobb,  in  reply  to  a  wish  which  had  been 
expressed,  that  he  would  withdraw  his  motion, 
said  that  he  could  not  consent  to  do  it.  He 
wished  the  Journal  to  conform,  as  it  ought,  to 
the  fact.  Three  memorials  had  been  presented 
from  a  body,  organized  under  a  constitution  of 
government,  formed  by  virtue  of  a  law  of  Con- 
gress authorizing  the  people  of  Missouri  to  form 
a  State  government.  In  that  shape  having 
been  presented,  in  that  and  in  no  other  shape 
could  the  memorials  have  been  received ;  and 
the  Journal  ought  to  state  the  fact  as  it  oc- 
curred. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  sorry,  he  said,  that  any 
discussion  should  have  arisen  as  to  the  descrip- 
tion of  any  paper  presented  to  the  House  in  the 
shape  of  a  memorial.  It  had  been  the  uniform 
practice,  in  making  up  the  Journal,  to  pve  to 
memorialists  the  name  which  they  themselves 
assumed.  By  way  of  illustration,  he  referred 
to  the  memorial  presented  at  the  present  session 
from  persons  styling  themselves  the  National 
Institution  for  the  protection  of  domestic  indus- 
try, from  the  delegates  of  agricultural  societies, 
from  the  delegates  from  various  interests  at 
Philadelphia,  &c.,  all  of  which,  without  investi- 
gating the  merits  of  the  pretensions  of  the  re- 
spective memorialists,  had  been  announced  in 
the  Journal  in  their  own  language.  We  pay 
that  respect  to  petitioners,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  we 
designate  them  as  they  choose  to  designate 
themselves.  The  annunciation  on  the  Journal 
of  their  designations,  was,  properly,  a  mere  re- 
cital of  what  they  chose  to  call  themselves.  If 
the  principle  were  now  to  be  introduced,  that 
every  person  or  association  of  persons  were  to 
be  held  to  prove  that  they  really  are  what 
they  profess  to  be,  it  would  involve  the  House 
in  endless  difficulties.  He  was  therefore  in 
favor  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
Cobb. 

Mr.  Randolph,  after  a  preliminary  remark 
or  two,  not  distmctly  heard  from  the  pressing 
of  members  around  him,  said  that  he  rose  to 
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introduce  a  precedent  applicable  to  this  occa- 
sion, which,  he  trusted,  would  be  received  with 
all  the  respect  due  to  so  high  and  transcenden- 
tal authority.  The  conduct,  said  he,  which  this 
Government  has  to  this  instant  pursued  towards 
the  State  of  Missouri,  is  sanctioned  by  the  con- 
duct which  was  pursued  towards  these  States 
when  colonies,  by  His  Britannic  Majesty  and 
his  faithful  Lords  and  Commons  in  Parliament 
assembled.  What  was  their  language  after  our 
independence  was  declared  ?  What  was  their 
conduct  which  led  to  the  long  and  bloody  war 
which  terminated  in  the  acknowledgment  of 
our  independence  ?  The  very  language  which 
we  are  holding,  and  the  very  conduct  we  are 
pursuing  towards  Missouri.  The  parallel,  said 
Mr.  K.,  runs  on  all  fours.  In  our  extreme  ten- 
derness for  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  col- 
ored citizens,  we  have  already  brought  into 
jeopardy  the  rights  and  privileges  of  our  white 
fellow-citizens  as  well  as  of  those  colored  ones 
who  are  the  objects  of  our  solicitude.  Mr.  R. 
said  he  had  intended  to  abstain,  as  he  had  until 
now  abstained,  from  taking  any  part  or  lot  in 
this  affair.  But  when  he  saw  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  pursuing  a  course  of  conduct 
in  servile  imitation  of  the  British  Parliament, 
he  could  no  longer  refrain.  He  would  stake 
his  salvation,  he  said,  dear  to  him  as  that  was, 
that,  if  the  constitution  of  Missouri  had  con- 
tained an  inhibition  of  slavery,  the  House  would 
never  have  heard  of  the  objection  ngw  raised  to 
it ;  and,  were  he  to  engage  in  the  discussion  of 
it,  he  would  take  that  ground.  However  that 
might  be,  he  said,  it  was  a  more  important 
matter  that  the  Journals  of  this  House  should 
contain  the  truth.  An  honorable  member  be- 
hind him  had  uttered  the  sentiment,  the  other 
day,  that  it  was  proper  that  petitions  to  this 
House  should  contain  the  truth.  It  was  of  in- 
finitely more  importance,  Mr.  E.  said,  that  the 
Journal  should  contain  the  truth ;  and  he  pro- 
nounced that  the  Journal  for  yesterday,  in  its 
present  mutilated,  mangled,  and  garbled  state, 
did  not  speak  the  truth.  It  holds  out  that, 
said  he,  which  we  know  to  be  false.  And  is  it 
a  mere  matter  of  form  that  we  should  send  out 
to  the  people,  as  the  record  of  our  proceedings, 
a  paper  which  contains,  on  the  face  of  it,  a  pal- 
pable and  atrocious  falsehood! 

Mr.  Little  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
memorial ;  it  was  read  in  part,  when  Mr.  L.  ex- 
pressed himself  satisfied,  and  said  he  was  sorry 
the  Chair  had  departed  from  the  uniform  prac- 
tice and  regular  rule  in  recording  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  House. 

Mr.  Bhba.  was  in  favor  of  the  proposed 
amendment.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  House,  he 
thought,  to  see  that  facts  were  correctly  stated 
on  the  Journal.  This  House  had,  in  its  public 
acts,  styled  Missouri  a  State ;  and  why  should 
she  not  be  so  called  on  the  Journal  ?  He  read 
the  caption  of  one  of  the  memorials  to  show 
that  it  purported  to  be  from  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, in  General  Assembly,  &c.    The  Journal, 


he  said,  ought  to  describe  the  memorial  as  it 
really  was. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Oobb'b  motion  was  then 
taken — yeas  76,  and  nays  76. 

The  years  and  nays  being  equal  in  number, 
the  Speakeb  declared  his  vote  with  the  nays. 
So  Mr.  Cobb's  motion  was  rejected. 

On  this  result  being  declared — 

Mr.  Paekke,  of  Virginia,  rose.  The  vote 
which  had  just  been  teien,  he  said,  was,  with 
a  few  exceptions,  of  that  geographical  charac- 
ter which  had  marked  the  whole  proceedings 
in  regard  to  Missouri.  For  his  own  part,  he 
said,  he  did  not  at  first  consider  this  question 
as  involving  any  matter  of  principle ;  but,  being 
a  new  member,  he  had  referred  to  the  Journal, 
and  he  found  that,  in  all  cases  of  memorials 
from  States,  they  have  been  stated  to  be  from 
States ;  and  that  the  same  uniformity  of  prac- 
tice prevailed  as  to  memorials  from  Territorial 
legislatures.  He  saw  no  reason  why  a  devia- 
tion from  this  uniformity  of  practice  should 
have  occurred  in  this  partioidar  instance  of 
Missouri,  and  not  in  any  other.  There  was,  he 
said,  something  in  it — he  did  not  say  what  it 
was — but  he  was  for  consistency,  at*  aU  events, 
in  the  records  of  the  Congress  of  the  Union. 
He  was  for  the  records  of  this  House  speaking, 
in  the  words  of  the  law,  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  '  Under  this 
impression,  as  the  House  had  refused  to  ac- 
knowledge Missouri  to  be  a  State,  and  as  she 
must  be  a  territory,  if  she  be  not  a  State,  he 
moved  to  insert  in  the  Journal,  before  the 
word  "  Missouri,"  the  words  "  the  Territory  of." 

Mr.  Betjsh  objected  to  this  amendment,  for 
reasons  which  he  assigned  at  length.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  Missouri  was  constitutionally 
and  politically  a  State,  and  not  a  territory. 
But,  as  it  was  the  custom  of  this  Government  to 
give  to  its  territories  a  first  and  second  grade 
of  government,  preparatory  to  their  assuming 
the  rank  of  a  State  of  the  Union,  he  did  not 
see  why  it  could  not  give  to  them  a  third, 
fourth,  or  fifth  grade  of  government.  He  con- 
sidered Missouri  to  be  in  a  grade  between  ter- 
ritorial dependence  and  the  condition  of  a 
member  of  the  Union ;  which  idea  he  illustrated 
by  reference  to  the  situation  of  the  State  of 
Vermont,  before  she  adopted  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution. 

Mr.  Edwaeds,  of  North  Carohna,  appre- 
hended that  this  proposition  would  operate  as 
a  trap  question,  producing  embarrassment 
without  benefit,  and  expressed  his  hope  that 
the  mover  would  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  LivEEMORB  made  a  few  remarks  to  this 
effect:  that  the  House  ought  to  regard  the 
substance  and  not  the  shadow ;  that  the  name 
was  of  no  importance  to  the  actual  condition 
of  Missouri.  When  the  question  should  pre- 
sent itself  in  a  proper  form,  he  was  ready  to 
decide  it ;  but  it  coidd  not  be  affected,  either  in 
one  way  or  the  other,  by  the  appellation  which 
should  be  given  to  Missouri  on  the  Journal  of 
this  House. 
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Mr.  Meeobb  was  gratified  that  this  motion 
had  been  made.  As  this  was  the  commence- 
ment of  our  interoom-se  with  the  people  of 
Missouri,  he  was  desirous  that  every  step  of  it 
should  be  marked.  Mr.  M.  made  some  further 
remarks,  in  the  course  of  wMch  he  expressed 
•his  regret  that  the  course  of  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  (Mr.  Oook,)  had  been, 
in  his  view,  disrespectful  to  Missouri. 

Mr.  Cook  disclaimed  any  intention  to  speak 
disrespectfully  of  the  people  of  Missouri,  whom, 
on  the  contrary,  he  said,  he  held  in  high  re- 
spect ;  and  he  sincerely  hoped  that  Missouri 
would  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  and  soon. 

Mr.  BuTLEE,  of  Louisiana,  said,  that,  on  in- 
specting the  Journal,  it  appeared  that  the  orig- 
inal entry  in  it  corresponded  with  the  caption 
of  the  memorial,  in  which  the  word  State  is 
employed.  As  the  Journal  now  reads,  more- 
over, in  the  part  speaking  of  the  publicf  lands, 
the  words  "  within  the  said  State "  had  been 
erased  in  two  instances,  to  avoid  the  word 
State,  which  made  the  whole  entry  absurd,  in- 
asmuch as  the  memorial  is'  made  to  apply  not 
to  purchasers  of  land  "  within  the  said  State," 
which  words  were  erased,  but  to  purchasers  of 
land  throughout  the  United  States.  Mr.  B. 
said  he  would  therefore  ask  whether  the  Clerk 
had  undertaken  to  make  these  alterations. 

The  Speakbe  then  stated  from  the  chair, 
that  it  was  the  practice  that  the  Journal  should 
be  written  by  the  Clerk.  The  rules  of  the 
House  made  it  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  to  "  ex- 
amine and  correct  the  Journal  before  it  is 
read."  If,  being  so  examined  and  corrected 
by  the  Speaker,  it  should  not,  in  the  opinion  of 
any  member,  be  correct,  it  was  competent  for 
any  member  to  move  to  amend  it,  and  for  the 
House,  should  such  be  its  pleasure,  to  direct  it 
to  be  amended.  In  the  present  instance,  the 
presiding  oflicer  had  thought  proper  so  to  cor- 
rect the  Journal,  as  that  it  should  not  be  taken 
either  to  aflSrm  or  deny  that  Missouri  was  a 
State,  that  being  a  question  on  which  the 
House  was  greatly  divided  in  opinion. 

Mr.  Teimblb  requested  the  Clerk  to  state  the 
date  of  the  petition,  in  order  to  show  that  the 
petition  was  not  posterior  to  the  decision  of 
this  House  against  declaring  the  admission  of 
Missouri  into  the  Union,  and  that  therefore 
Missouri  had  not  assumed  a  name  which  had 
been  denied  to  her  by  Congress.  Mr.  T.  ex- 
pressed his  satisfaction  that  Mr.  Cook  had  ex- 
plained his  meaning;  having  believed,  until  he 
had  made  it,  that  his  observations  in  regard  to 
Missouri  had  been  ironically  intended.  Mr.  T. 
did  not  by  any  means  consider  the  present  mo- 
tion as  a  trap,  but  as  a  serious  proposition, 
which  gentlemen  would  not  find  it  easy  to  dis- 
pose of._  There  were  members  of  this  House 
who  believed  that  Missouri  was  yet  a  territory. 
Mr.  T.  said  he  was  not  one  of  them ;  but  liose 
who  did  believe  so,  would  of  course  vote  for 
the  resolution.  He  was  obliged,  he  said,  to  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  for  having  suggested 
what  he  had  done  in  regard  to  the  parallel  be- 


tween the  proceedings  of  the  British  Parliament 
during  our  Revolution,  and  those  of  the  pres- 
ent Congress.    He  did  remember  himself  many 
instances  in  which  the  petitions  of  the  people 
of  these  States  were  refused  to  be  received  in 
Parliament,  because  the  petitioners  did  not  cor- 
rectly describe  themselves.     He  remembered 
the  letter  of  Washington  was  refused  to  be  re- 
ceived, because  it    purported  to  come  from 
General  Washington.    Had  not  the  people  of 
Missouri  a  right  to  baptize  themselves  by  such 
name  as  they  chose  1    Mr.  T.  said  he  regretted 
that  the  Chair  should  have  thought  itself  under 
the  necessity  of  altering  the  Journal.     The  sub- 
ject, in  itself  not  very  important,  had  been 
made  so  by  the  alteration  of  the  Journal,  which 
alteration  it  seemed  had  been  made  by  the 
Speaker.    It  appeared  to  betray  an  unreasona- 
ble jealousy  on  this  subject,  to  say  the  least  of 
it.    He  begged  the  Speaker's  pardon,  he  said — 
he  did  not  mean  to  say  that  he  felt  this  jeal- 
ousy ;  but,  in  the  course  which  he  had  taien, 
there  was  an  ov«r weening  caution — an  appear- 
ance of  a  jealousy  which  ought  not  to  havis 
been  betrayed  towards  this  people.    Mr.  T. 
said  he  trusted  gentlemen  would  not  feel  much 
difficulty  in  voting  on  this  question.     We  find, 
he  said,  that  the  question  just  taien,  small  as  it 
was,  has  drawn  a  line  across  the  United  States, 
Let  the  Journal  stand  as  it  ought  to  do.    Do 
not  tell  the  people  of  Missouri,  We  are  so  jeal- 
ous of  you,  we  are  fear&l  of  your  thrusting 
yourself  into  the  Union,  and  partaking  at  the 
sacred  board  and  drinking  of  the  cup  of  wine. 
Do  not  say  to  them.  We  are  «o  apprehensive 
you  will  come  to  the  communion  table  by  the 
name  which  yon  give  yourselves,  that  we  will 
give  you  no  name.    Mr.  T.  said  he  should  vote 
against  the  proposed  amendment,  because,  in 
his  opinion,  Missouri  was  a  State,  and  not  a 
territory.    Those  who  held  the  other  opinion 
must  be  compelled  to  vote  in  favor  of  iiiis 
proposition,  or  acknowledge  that  their  ground 
was  untenable. 

Mr.  Edwaeds,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  in  re- 
gard to  this  motion,  he  did  not,  when  up  before, 
mean  to  insinuate  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Paekee)  had  meant  to  set  a  trap 
for  others.  He  might  have  laid  a  snare  without 
designing  it.  For  himself,  Mr.  E.  said,  he  be- 
lieved Missouri  was  a  State.  He  feared  that 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  might  be  adopted, 
and  that  the  misnomer  would  be  entered  on  the 
Journal.  For  no  other  reason  hadTie  wished 
the  motion  to  be  withdrawn.  He  should  vote 
agamst  the  motion  with  pleasure,  because  he 
beheved  Missouri  had  lost  her  temtorial 
character,  and  could  not  be  otherwise  than  a 
State.  ' 

Mi-._Pakcee  said  he  was.  placed  in  a  difficult 
situation,  by  the  application  to  him  to  with- 
draw his  motion.  Other  friends  were  opposed 
to  his  withdrawing  it.  He  had  concluded  to 
persist  m  it  It  was  not  intended  as  a  trap  for 
any  one.  Had  it  been  so  intended,  he  did  not 
know  but  that  he  might  have  found  Ulustrious 
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examples.  It  was  not  a  question  of  mere  form. 
The  state  of  the  vote  just  taken,  proved  that  it 
was  not.  The  question  in  fact,  as  voted  upon, 
had  been,  Is  Missouri  a  State  or  a  territory  ? 
If  she  was  a  territory,  as  she  had  been  voted 
not  to  he  a  State,  why  reject  this  proposition 
so  to  designate  her  ?  I  say,  said  he,  she  is  a 
State;  and  were  I  a  citizen  of  that  State,  I 
would  never,  at  your  suggestion,  strike  out  that 
clause  in  the  constitution  to  which  objection 
has  been  made.  If  I  found  it  convenient  to 
myself  to  do  so,  I  would ;  but  I  would  not  do 
it  on  your  recommendation,  even  for  the  im- 
portant boon  of  being  admitted  in  the  Union. 
I  would  rather  be  trodden  down  by  the  armies 
from  the  North  and  East,  and,  if  you  could  get 
them,  from  the  South,  than  yield  this  point ;  and 
I  avow  it  in  the  face  of  the  world.  K  ever  on 
earth  a  people  has  been  maltreated,  it  is  this 
people.  There  seemed,  Mr.  P.  said,  to  be  a 
suppression  of  something  on  that  Journal ;  be- 
cause the  very  words  which  had  been  stricken 
out  of  it  were  to  be  found  in  the  caption  of  the 
memorials.  Why  are  they  suppressed?  For 
the  purpose,  evidently,  of  implying  the  other 
way.  He  was  not  for  this  mode  of  dealing ; 
he  was  for  having  the  facts  stated  in  plain 
English,  that  all  might  understand  them.  Mr. 
P.  said  he  wanted  to  hear  no  more  of  prece- 
dents here — he  had  heard  more  than  enough  of 
them  ;  but  if  a  matter  was  to  stand  for  prece- 
dent, even  as  to  the  form  of  the  Journal,  he 
wished  it  should  be  a  precedent  either  one  way 
or  the  other,  and  not  a  mere  equivocation. 

Mr.  Koss  said  he  was  aware  that  the  House 
had  involved  itself  in  some  difficulty  by  the 
reception  of  the  petitions  in  the  form  in  which 
they  were  presented,  as  being  from  a  State. 
They  ought  not  to  have  been  received  in  that 
form.  Missouri,  Mr.  K.  said,  was  either  a  ter- 
ritory or  a  State.  If  she  be  a  State,  she  is  a 
State  known  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  She  is  not  one  of  the  old  original  thir- 
teen States.  Has*  she  ever  been  received  into 
the  Federal  family  as  a  State?  She  has  not 
Does  she  assume  the  character  of  a  State  with- 
out being  so  received  ?  Does  she  tell  you,  "We 
were  once  a  territory,  but  we  have  thrown  off 
our  territorial  character,  and  assumed  that  of  a 
State  without  your  authority  ?  If  this  doctrine 
is  to  be  tolerated,  said  Mr.  R.,  away  with  your 
forms  of  territorial  government  at  once.  Let 
your  territories  at  once  assume  the  character  of 
States.  If  Missouri  be  a  State,  she  must  be  a 
lawful  State.  By  what  law  is  she  made  a 
State?  It  was  sound  orthodoxy  in  politics, 
that  there  cannot  be  a  State  within  the  terri- 
torial limits  of  the  United  States,  without  the 
authority  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
Missouri  was  not  a  State  by  that  authority,  and 
he  was  perfectly  ready  to  vote  and  declare  his 
opinion  that  Missouri  is  now  a  territory. 

Mr.  Ehba  referred  to  the  act  of  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  to  show  that  Congress  had 
authorized  the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a 
State  government,  and  assume  such  name  as 
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they  might  think  proper.  They  had  assumed 
a  name  accordingly,  and  Mr.  E.  said  it  could 
not  be  taken  from  them  except  by  law.  This 
House,  then,  had  given  them  the  name,  which 
was  now  refused  to  them  on  the  Journal.  N"ay, 
at  this  very  session,  a  joint  committee  of  the 
House,  appointed  to  consider  the  subject,  had 
reported  a  resolution,  declaring  the  admission 
of  the  State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union.  With 
respect  to  the  Journal,  Mr.  E.  said,  the  Speisker 
had  a  power  over  it  analogous  to  that  which  a 
court  has  over  the  <firesentment  of  a  jtu'y — a 
power  to  alter  it  in  manner  or  form,  but  not  in 
substance.  Mr.  E.  here  required  the  Clerk  to 
read  the  Journal,  as  it  was  before  it  was  altered 
by  the  Speaker  this  morning. 

The  Speakbb  pronounced  that  it  was  not  in 
order  to  read  any  Journal,  as  the  Journal  of 
the  House,  but  that  which  had  been  corrected 
by  its  presiding  officer. 

After  a  few  further  remarks,  to  the  same 
effect  as  the  preceding,  Mr.  Ehea.  took  his 
seat. 

Mr.  Plttmbb  said  he  had  voted  against  the 
motion  to  insert  the  word  "State,"  and  he 
should  vote  against  this,  because  he  considered 
it  not  advisable  or  proper  to  decide  incidentally 
a  main  question,  and  one  which  was  much  con- 
tested. To  avoid  affording  precedents,  for  pre- 
cedents had  been  already  quoted  from  the  Jour- 
nal, he  thought  it  proper  to  leave  the  Journal 
in  its  pi-esent  shape,  neither  affirming  nor  de- 
nying any  thing.  He  should,  therefore,  vote 
against  the  amendment  now  under  considera- 
tion, as  he  had  against  that  first  proposed. 

Mr.  Lowndes  rose,  in  consequence  of  a  sug- 
gestion from  Mr.  Eoss,  to  say,  that  when  he 
yesterday  presented  these  memorials,  he  dis- 
tinctly stated,  in  audible  words,  that  they  were 
from  the  State  of  Missouri.  He  did  not  mean 
to  enter  into  this  question  ;  but,  he  said,  in  the- 
anxiety  to  escape  one  difficulty,  the  object  of 
one  of  the  memorials,  at  least,  was  presented, 
on  the  Journal  differently  from  what  that  ob- 
ject was.  It  was  necessary  that  the  object  of 
each  petition  should  be  stated  on  the  Joarnal 
of  the  day  on  which  it  was  presented.  By  the 
erasure  of  the  words  "  Avithin  the  State  "^  twice, 
where  it  ought  to  have  occurred  on  the  Jour- 
nal, the  objects  of  the  memorialists  were  per- 
verted. But  he  did  not  mean  to  enter  into  the 
discussion,  having  only  risen  to  state  the  feet 
which  occurred  yesterday. 

Mr.  Aeohee,  of  Virginia,  said,  the  House  had 
decided  one-half  of  the  question  respecting 
Missouri.  They  had  decided  what  she  is  not, 
and  must  now  say  what  she  is.  He  put  the 
question  to  gentlemen  of  the  majority,  wtether 
they  could,  after  thrfr  former  votes,  hazard  the 
assertion  that  Missouri  is  not  a  territory,  which 
they  must  do  by  voting  against  this  amend- 
ment ?  If  they  did  not  now  declare  her  a  ter- 
ritory, the  course  they  had  hitherto,  pursued, 
stood  condemned  by  their  own  votes,  because 
every  man  knows  that  Missouri  is  either  a  ter- 
ritory or  a  State.     He  hoped,,  he  said,,  that 
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gentlemen  would  not  shrink  from  the  conse- 
quences of  then-  own  vote.  He  called  upon 
them  to  stand  to  it.  If  they  refused  to  do  so, 
he  should  consider  their  refusal,  as  he  did  their 
refusal  the  other  day  to  consider  the  resolution 
offered  hy  him,  as  a  proof  that  they  were  not 
.willing  to  meet  the  consequences  of  the  votes 
which  they  had  given.  He  appealed  to  the 
pride  of  gentlemen  to  meet  this  question.  One 
word  more — Who  are  the  memorialists?  In 
what  light  must  we  consider  them?  In  the 
character  which  they  profess — in  that  which 
they  assume.  Can  yon,  said  Mr.  A.,  receive  a 
paper  which  these  people  present  to  you,  and 
fashion  it  according  to  your  conceptions,  and 
not  according  to  theirs  ?  Must  you  not  pursue 
the  course,  if  you  do  not  receive  it  as  offered, 
of  rejecting  it  altogether,  as  suggested  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio?  His  honorable  col- 
league had  said  that  the  conduct  of  this  House 
towards  Missouri  equalled  the  tyrannous  pro- 
ceedings of  the  British  Parliament  towards  this 
country.  Mr.  A.  said,  it  not  only  equalled,  but 
went  beyond  it.  If,  said  he,  you  can  change 
the  character  of  the  memorialists,  I  should  like 
to  know  whether  you  cannot  likewise  alter 
their  prayer,  and  make  it  unlike  the  prayer 
they  intended?  And  would  any  man  say  that 
this  House  could  receive  a  petition  from  any 
quarter,  and  make  it  what  it  was  not  intended 
to  be? 

Mr.  AsTDEESoH  said  his  friends,  he  appre- 
hended, would,  in  the  course  they  were  now 
pursuing,  find  themselves  in  the  situation  in 
which  men  are  very  apt  to  be  when  they  act 
under  the  influence  of  passion,  rather  than  of 
reason — ^in  the  wrong.  It  is  always  wrong  to 
flght  where  yon  cannot  but  sustain  defeat.  It 
is  always  wrong  for  a  minority  to  irritate  a 
majority ;  and  this  motion  could  have  no  other 
effec*  but  to  irritate.  It  is  the  essence  of  deter- 
mination that  it  prove  something.  But  the 
vote  on  this  motion  would  prove  nothing. 
Nothing  would  be  gained  by  it,  and  nothing 
would  be  lost.  How  can  that  be  substance, 
which,  whether  lost  or  won,  means  nothing? 
No  ingenuity  could  make  of  it  any  thing  but  a 
matter  of  words. 

As  to  the  subject  of  the  main  question,  not 
now  presented,  no  man  could  feel  more  anxiety 
lian  he ;  no  man's  mind  was  more  excited,  by 
day  and  hy  night,  on  that  subject.  By  concil- 
iation, said  he,  we  may  succeed  in  ultimately 
procuring  what  I  consider  a  correct  decision  on 
it;  by  exasperation  we  are  sure  to  fail.  I  de-' 
ny,  said  he,  that  the  vote  which  has  just  been 
taken,  proves  that  Missouri  is  not  a  State.  It 
proved  nothing  else  but  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
those  who  voted  against  the  amendment,  the 
description  in  the  Journal  is  sufficient  and  in- 
telligible. Mr.  A.  deprecated  all  attempts  to 
exasperate  the  majority,  as  injudicious  and  im- 
politic ;  it  was  not  by  such  a  course  that  the 
object  of  the  friends  of  Missouri  could  be  at- 
tained. 

Mr.  Baebodb  assured  the  gentleman  from 


Kentucky,  that,  as  far  as  he  had  any  thing  to 
do  with  this  subject,  he  was  not  acting  under 
the  influence  of  exasperation,  but  of  an  earnest 
wish  to  do  what  was  right.  If  gentlemen  were 
not  disposed  to  express  any  opinion  on  this 
subject,  the  proper  course  would  be  to  propose 
an  indefinite  postponement.  But,  if  a  direct 
vote  were  taken  on  the  proposed  amendment, 
no  reason  satiefactoiy  to  him  could  be  assigned 
for  voting  against  it,  except  that  Missouri  is  not 
in  fact  a  "  territory."  Gentlemen  called  it  by 
different  names ;  but,  call  it  by  what  name  they 
would,  a  memorial  had  been  presented  from  two 
organized  branches  of  what  he  called  the  Leg- 
islature of  the  State  of  Missouri.  For  what 
purpose  ?  Did  the  Representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple of  that  State  mean  to  intrude  into  the 
councils  of  the  nation  in  regard  to  all  the  pub- 
lic lands,  within  our  almost  illimitable  bounds? 
Certainly  not ;  and  yet,  by  the  erasure  of  the 
words  "  within  the  said  State,"  their  memorial 
was  made  to  bear  that  construction.  This  ob- 
servation, Mr.  B.  made,  to  show  that  this  was 
not  a  mere  dispute  about  words.  With  regard 
to  the  question  befere  the  House,  he  thought  it 
one  of  considerable  importance.  If  nothing 
had  been  done  to  the  Journal,  if  it  had  followed 
the  recital  of  the  memorial,  there  woidd  have 
been  some  plausibility  in  the  remark  that  it  was 
unimportant.  But,  by  the  alterations  which 
had  been  made,  a  new  description  had  been 
given  to  the  memorial ;  and  the  decision  of  the 
House  had  the  effect  of  expressing  a  determina- 
tion to  get  rid  of  the  description  which  the  me- 
morialists gave  to  themselves  and  to  their  me- 
morial, &c.  With  regard  to  the  precedent, 
Mr.  B.  said,  if  the  Journal  were  permitted  to 
stand  in  its  present  shape,  it  would  afford  a 
much  stronger  precedent  than  many  which  are 
introduced  to  influence  the  decisions  of  this 
House.  In  conclusion,  Mr.  B.  made  some  re- 
mark, which  caused  the  Speaker  to  repeat  his 
decision,  that  "there  is  no  Journal  but  that 
which  is  before  the  House  as  corrected  by  the 
presiding  oflicer,  and  read  by  the  ©lerk." 

Mr.  Cobb  said,  as  he  was  desirous  to  hear 
the  Journal  read  as  originally  written,  he  must 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  on  this 
point. 

The  question  on  the  appeal  having  been  sta- 
ted from  the  Chair — 

Mr.  LowuBEs  expressed  his  regret  that  his 
friend  from  Georgia  had  made  this  appeal,  and 
his  hope  that  it  would  not  be  pressed  to  a  ques- 
tion. If  it  were  determined  that  the  Journal 
should  be  read  as  first  written,  the  principle 
would  apply  to  the  whole  detail  of  composing 
the  Journal,  and  thence  to  the  minutest  par- 
ticulars of  it,  which  would  show  that  the  Jour- 
nal, as  presented  to  the  House  in  form,  was  the 
only  Journal  of  which  the  House  properly  had 
cognizance,  &c. 

Mr.  OoBB  withdrew  his  appeal. 

Mi\  Meeoee  was  called  up  by  what  had  fallen 
from  Mr.  Andesson.  In  the  course  which  he 
had  taken,  Mi-.  M.  said,  the  last  sentiment  of 
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his  heart  was  disrespect  to  the  majority  of  the 
House.  It  was  awful  anxiety,  and  not  passion, 
which  he  felt  on  this  subject.  Much  less  did 
he  wish  to  draw  the  House  into  a  discussion 
whether  Missouri  is  a  State  or  not,  on  a  motion 
to  amend  the  Journal.  Mr.  M.  said  he  was 
sorry  that  any  question  had  arisen  involving 
the  Ohair ;  he  thought,  with  the  Speaker,  that 
what  had  passed  out  of  the  House  in  regard  to 
this  Journal,  ought  not  to  be  known  in  it,  and 
that  the  corrected  form  of  the  Journal  only 
ought  to  be  considered  as  before  the  House. 
He  deprecated  any  thing  like  irritation  as  much 
as  any  one.  Nothing  but  a  sentiment  of  mutual 
forbearance,  of  good- will  to  each  other,  of  high 
respect  and  confidence,  could  lead  the  House  to 
correct  decisions  on  so  difficult  a  subject  as  the 
main  question  respecting  Missouri.  That  was, 
he  said,  a  subject  of  great  importance.  If  Mis- 
souri was  not  a  State,  all  her  present  proceed- 
ings were  contrary  to  law.  If  it  were  so,  and 
under  her  laws  a  man  was  convicted  of  a  crime, 
and  punished  with  death,  it  was  murder! 
Every  sentence  of  a  court  was  void,  and  every 
verdict  of  a  jury.  Every  act  of  her  Legisla- 
ture, superseding  the  regular  course  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  was  treason !  He  implored 
of  gentlemen  to  pause  before  they  finally  pro- 
nounced a  decision  which  would  be  crowned 
with  such  terrible  results. 

Mr.  Wakeield  said  he  should  of  course  vote 
against  this  motion,  on  the  same  grounds  as  he 
had  voted  against  the  preceding  one,  viz :  that 
the  alleged  and  proposed  alteration  of  the  Jour- 
nal w:i.3  neither  important  nor  material;  that 
the  alteration  objected  to  had  been  made  by 
the  competent  authority,  and  that  there  was 
nothing  in  it  which  required  the  interposition 
of  this  House ;  that,  if  it  could  be  made  to 
touch  the  main  question  with  regard  to  the  ac- 
tual relation  of  Missouri  to  the  Union,  that  was 
a  question  which  it  would  not  be  proper  to  de- 
cide in  the  manner  in  which  this  question  had 
been  submitted  to  the  House. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  insert  the  words  "the  territory  of"  before 
the  words  "Missouri,"  in  the  clause  of  the 
Journal  first  above  recited,  it  was  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays.  The  yeas  were  Messrs.  Mai- 
LABY,  Boss,  SiEOifG,  of  Vermont,  and  Upham. 
All  the  other  votes,  150  in  number,  were  in  the 
negative. 

So  the  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Baeboub  then  moved  to  amend  the  entry 
in  the  Journals  by  inserting,  after  the  words 
"  public  lands,"  the  words  "  in  the  late  Terri- 
tory of  Missouri." 

Mr.  Ross  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  striking  out  of  it  the  word  "late." 

Mr.  Baeboub  showed  that  this  motion  pre- 
sented precisely  the  same  question  just  decided 
in  the  negative  by  a  vote  of  150  to  4.  His  ob- 
ject was  merely  to  give  a  correct  recital  of  the 
memorial.  Suppose  it  were  a  memorial  from 
the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  it  were 
proposed  to  strike  out  the  word   "late,"  the 


House  would  see  how  essentially  the  fact  would 
be  varied  by  such  an  alteration,  &c. 

Mr.  SloEES,  on  inspecting  the  Journal  and 
memorial,  expressed  his  impression  that  the 
entry,  as  it  stood,  was  not  incompatible  with 
the  contents  of  the  memorial. 

Mr.  Waefield  considered  this  again  as  a 
mere  matter  of  form,  and  thought  it  perfectly 
immaterial  whether  it  was  inserted  or  not,  as 
he  thought  of  the  first  proposition.  As,  how- 
ever, the  House  appeared  to  be  in  no  manner 
relieved  from  difficulty  by  the  decisions  already 
made,  he  moved,  in  order  to  get  rid  at  once  of 
any  difficulty  on  the  subject,  to  reconsider  the 
vote  on  the  first  motion,  which  was,  to  insert 
the  words  "  the  State  of,"  before  Missouri. 

The  question  on  reconsideration  having  been 
stated — 

Mr.  Beown  spoke  in  expression  of  his  satis- 
faction at  the  question  being  again  presented, 
and  in  support  of  the  principle,  that,  where 
there  was  an  attempt  to  violate  personal  or 
political  rights,  resistance  was  a  duty,  not 
to  be  departed  from  for  any  views  of  concilia- 
tion. 

Mr.  Ross  expressed  his  astonishment  at  this 
motion  for  reconsideration,  and,  without  accus- 
ing any  one  of  inconsistency,  said  he  should 
consider  himself  extremely  inconsistent  had  he 
voted  against  the  motion  at  first,  and  then  mov- 
ed to  reconsider  it. 

Mr.  RoBEETsoN  expressed  his  pleasure  that 
there  was  again  a  prospect  that  the  Journal 
would  be  made  to  conform  to  the  fact,  which 
he  argued  to  show  that  it  did  not  at  present. 

Mr.  Foot  said,  that  the  last  vote  showed  that 
the  insertion  of  these  words  would  decide  noth- 
ing, and  need  therefore  not  be  objected  to,  inas- 
much as  only  four  members  of  the  House  had 
voted  Missouri  to  be  a  territory,  though  so 
many  were  known  to  believe  her  to  be  a  ter- 
ritory. 

Mr.  Waefield  defended  himself  from  the  in- 
sinuation of  inconsistency.  He  considered  it 
the  right  of  every  man  to  change  and  to  retract 
his  opinions  on  conviction.  With  regard  to  his 
legislative  proceediags,  he  said  he  held  himself 
amenable  to  those  who  did  him,  the  honor  of 
giving  him  a  seat  here,  and  he  held  himself  re- 
sponsible nowhere  else.  He  assigned  reasons 
why  he  had  made  his  motion,  arising  from  the 
maze  of  perplexing  questions  in  which,  by  disa- 
greeing to  the  first  motion,  the  House  seemed 
to  be  getting  deeper  and  deeper  involved. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Wabeibld's  motion  for 
reconsideration  of  the  first  vote  was  then  de- 
cided by  yeas  and  nays— yeas  71,  nays  17. 

So  the  House  refused  to  reconsider  the  first 
vote  of  to-day. 

Mr.  Baeboub,  who  had  withdrawn  his  mo- 
tion, to  make  way  for  that  of  Mr.  Waefield, 
now  renewed  it,  as  stated  above ;  and 

Mr.  Ross  renewed  his  motion  to  amend  it,  by 
striking  out  the  word  "  late."  The  House,  he 
said,  had  just  solemnly  decided,  the  second 
time,  that  the  memorials  were  not  from  the 
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State  of  Missouri — yet  this  amendment  X'ro- 
posed  to  describe  it  as  being  from  the  late  ter- 
ritory, &c.,  meaning  from  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri. 

Mr.  Baebour  asked  of  the  gentleman  whether 
the  House  had  not,  with  equal  solemnity,  and 
by  a  vote  of  150  to  4,  decided  that  Missouri  is 
not  a  territory ;  and  whether  his  amendment, 
if  it  succeeded,  would  not  be  in  the  teeth  of 
that  decision  ? 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Ross's 
motion,  and  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Stoees  moved  to  amend  Mr.  BAEBOtTE's 
amendment,  so  as  to  read,  "in  the  United 
States,"  instead  of  "in  the  late  Territory  of 
Missouri." 

Mr.  Randolph  in  rising  said,  that  the  errors 
of  the  wisest  men  are  not  the  least.  The 
House  had  just  refused  to  strike  out  the  word 
"late "from  the  amendment  under  considera- 
tion, and  had,  of  course,  decided  that  it  should 
be  retained ;  so  that,  if  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  prevailed,  it  would 
read,  "in  the  late  United  States!"  How  was 
it  competent  for  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
to  move,  as  a  substitute  for  the  amendment  of 
his  colleague,  a  recital  not  according  to  the 
words  of  the  petition,  but  such  as  he  wished 
the  -words  of  the  petition  had  been?  If  the 
recital  was  to  coiTespond  with  the  fact,  the 
House  should  reinstate  the  words  of  the  me- 
morial, the  erasure  of  which  had  led  to  all  this 
— he  would  not  say  what ;  but,  if  he  were  any- 
where else,  he  would  say — shuffling  and  cut- 
ting. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  made  a  point  of  or- 
der, whether  the  motion  of  Mr.  Stoees  was  not 
a  substitute  for  that  of  Mr.  Baebotos,  and  there- 
fore out  of  order. 

The  SpBAKEE  decided  that  the  word  "  late," 
though  the  House  had  refused  to  strike  it  out 
by  itself,  might  be  stricken  out  in  connection 
with  other  words,  as  now  proposed.  He  also 
decided  that  the  motion  of  Mr.  Stoees,  to  strike 
out  a  part,  but  not  the  whole,  of  Mr.  Baeboue's 
amendment,  was  not  a  substitute  so  as  to  bring 
it  within  the  rule ;  illustrating  it  by  a  reference 
to  the  common  practice  of  moving  to  strike  out 
the  whole  of  a  bill,  except  the  enacting  clause, 
in  order  to  introduce  a  biU  in  a  different  form. 
He,  therefore,  pronounced  Mr.  Stoees's  motion 
to  be  in  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Stoees's 
motion,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

During  the  past  and  following  proceedings, 
various  ineffectual  attempts  were  made  to  pro- 
cure an  adjournment. 

Mr.  OooK  moved,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  this 
question  altogether,  to  postpone  indefinitely  the 
further  consideration  of  this  subject. 

Mr.  JoHirsoN,  of  Kentucky,  in  a  speech  of 
eome  length,  protested  against  the  postpone- 
ment. The  Journals,  he  said,  were  distorted, 
and  not  made  up  as  they  ought  to  be,  because 
the  word  Missouri  occurred  in  them.  What  is 
Missouri  ?  said  he ;  is  it  a  river  ?    Is  it  a  tribe 


of  Indians  ?  Why  should  we  shrink  from  reci^ 
ing  her  proper  title  on  the  Journal,  when  we 
find  she  has  presented  us  a  constitution  of 
State  government?  Will  we  suffer  it  to  be 
said,  that  sectional  feelings  have  operated  to 
prevent  us  from  correcting  our  Journals,  so  as 
to  make  them  what  they  ought  to  be?  If  this 
question  was  not  connected  with  Missouri, 
would  there  be  any  hesitation  in  making  the 
proposed  amendment  ?  Mr.  J.  went  on  to  say, 
that  he  trusted  the  House  would  go  on  and 
vote,  that  the  Journals  should  declare  the 
truth.  I  wish,  said  he,  the  Journal  to  show 
why  we  are  opposed  to  correcting  the  Journals, 
and  who  we  are  that  oppose  it,  and  not  to  give 
these  questions  the  go-by,  as  now  proposed. 

Mr.  Beush  demanded,  whether  it  was  in  or- 
der to  move  to  postpone  indefinitely  a  motion 
to  amend  the  Journal. 

The  Seeaxee  decided  that  it  is  in  order. 
There  were,  he  said,  certain  forms  of  questioiis 
prescribed  by  the  Rules  of  the  House,  and  their 
relative  rank  assigned  them.  It  was  not  for 
the  Chair,  but  for  the  House,  to  judge  of  the 
propriety  of  those  questions,  when  proposed. 
Being  proposed,  it  became  Ms  duty  to  propound 
them  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  objected  to  this 
decision,  and  demanded  whether,  as  a  propo- 
sition to  amend  could  not  be  postponed  with- 
out postponing  the  main  question,  which,  in 
the  present  case,  was  the  Journal,  it  was  in  or- 
der thus  to  postpone  the  Journal  ? 

Mr.  EusTis  suggested  for  consideration  wheth- 
er every  difficulty  could  not  be  avoided  by  di- 
recting the  whole  of  the  memorials  from  Mis- 
souri to  be  inserted  on  the  Journal,  instead  of  a 
description  of  them. 

The  Spbakee  decided  that  the  motion  to 
postpone  a  question  to  amend  the  Journal  is  in 
order.  The  Journal,  he  said,  is  a  subject  on 
which  no  question  is  to  be  put,  until  a  question 
is  made  by  a  proposition  to  amend  it.  A  mo- 
tion to  postpone  that  question,  therefore,  it  be- 
ing the  only  question,  was  evidently  in  order. 

Mr.  Cook  disclaimed  any  intention  to  evade 
the  question.  He  had  made  the  motion  to  post- 
pone, in  order  to  get  rid  of  u-ritating  and  unne- 
cessary debate.  As  he  had  failed  in  this  ob- 
ject, he  withdrew  the  motion  for  postpone- 
ment. 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  Babbotie'b 
motion  to  amend  the  Journal — 

Mr.  Andeeson  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
memorial,  to  show  that  the  amendment  was 
not  necessary,  and  might  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Ctilbeeth  said  he  had  been  accidentally 
absent  this  morning,  on  the  vote  to  insert  the 
word  State,  as  applied  to  Missouri,  and  he 
wished  he  could  have  an  opportunity  to  record 
his  vote  on  that  principle.  At  first  he  had 
thought  that  the  present  question  would  afford 
him  that  opportunity ;  but,  during  the  discus- 
sion, he  had  examined  the  Journal  and  the  me- 
morial, and  he  was  convinced  that  the  amend- 
ment, if  agreed  to,  would  make  the  prayer  of 
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the  memorial  what  it  is  not.  He  should  there- 
fore vote  against  it. 

The  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  Mr. 
Barbotjb's  motion  to  insert  "  the  late  territory 
of"  before  the  word  "Missouri,"  and  decided 
ui  the  negative — yeas  61,  nays  79. 

So  the  motion  was  rejected. 

As  soon  as  this  decision  was  pronounced, 
several  persons  addressing  the  Chair  at  once,  a 
motion  to  adjourn  obtained  the  preference. 

Before  the  question  was  put,  a  member  in- 
quired whether  an  adjournment  now  would  pre- 
clude any  amendment  of  the  Journal  of  yester- 
day on  to-morrow  ? 

The  Spkakee  decided  that  it  would,  unless  a 
motion  to  amend  it  were  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness at  the  time  of  adjournment  on  this  day. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  adjourn  being 
decided  affirmatively,  here  ended  the  contro- 
versy respecting  the  Journal. 


SATtTEDAT,  Januai'y  13. 
Journal  of  ihe  House — Missouri  Qtiestion. 

Mr.  Eeid,  of  Georgia,  rose  and  addi-essed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  The  resolutions  which  I  hold 
in  my  hand  were  prepared  yesterday,  and 
should  have  been  then  submitted,  but  for  the 
anxiety  of  the  House  to  adjourn,  and  the  lateness 
of  the  hour.  They  are  now  presented,  not 
with  any  view  to  promote  or  prolong  excite- 
ment, because  I  believe  excitement  to  be  un- 
favorable to  correct  legislation;  nor  do  I  iu- 
tend  any  remark  which  I  may  offer  to  be  dis- 
respectful to  the  officer  chosen  to  preside  over 
the  deliberations  of  this  House.  Self-respect, 
if  there  were  no  other  reason,  would  not  per- 
mit me  to  pursue  such  a  course ;  but  I  desire 
to  mark,  by  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the 
House,  an  event  which,  were  I  more  conver- 
sant with  legislative  proceedings,  I  would  say, 
is  the  most  extraordinary  of  its  kind  to  be  found 
in  parliamentary  annals. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  re- 
quires both  Houses  of  Congress  to  keep  a  Jour- 
nal of  their  proceedings,  and,  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  effect  to  this  provision,  the  usage  of 
the  House  and  the  acts  of  Government  have 
made  it  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  to  keep  a  correct 
account  of  the  daily  proceedings,  whUe,  by  the 
rules  of  the  House,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the 
Speaker  to  "examine  and  correct  the  Journal" 
of  the  Clerk.  But,  that  no  error  may  escape 
unnoticed,  and  that  the  history  of  our  transac- 
tions may  be  entirely  faithful,  the  Jom-nal  of 
the  preceding  day  is  read  daily,  in  the  face  of 
the  House.  Is  this  a  mere  ceremony,  a  form, 
which  adopted  without  object,  may  be  suspended 
without  injury  ?  It  appears  to  me  to  be  alto- 
gether of  substance,  because  both  the  Speaker 
and  the  Clerk  are  mere  agents  in  the  compila- 
tion of  the  Journal,  and,  consequently,  the 
House  is  entitled  to  the  supervision  of  their 
conduct.  Every  member,  having  swoi-n  to  sup- 
port the  constitution,  which  requires  the  House 


to  keep  a  Journal  of  its  proceedings,  is  deeply 
interested — as  much  so  as  the  obligation  of  an 
oath  can  make  him — in  the  proper  performance 
of  the  duties,  which,  in  this  respect,  devolve 
upon  the  Clerk  and  the  Speaker.  If  then  an 
error  he  produced,  whether  by  the  neghgence 
of  the  Clerk  or  the  supposed  corrections  of  the 
Speaker,  the  House  surely  possesses  the  power 
to  apply  the  corrective  by  amending  the  Jour- 
nal— restoring  it  to  its  original  shape,  or  in  such 
other  manner  as  its  wisdom  may  devise. 

What  shall  be  don^upon  the  present  occasion 
will  best  be  known  by  a  resort  to  the  facts  as 
they  exist.  They  are  these :  a  member  pre- 
sents, in  his  place,  a  memorial  from  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
Missouri;  he  announces,  as  is  his  duty,  the 
purport  and  the  character  of  the  petition ;  the 
document  is  received  by  the  House,  referred  to 
one  of  its  committees,  and  the  Clerk,  as  he  is 
bound  to  do,  minutes  the  transaction  among 
the  occuiTences  of  the  day.  The  Speaker,  when 
he  comes  to  perform  his  duty,  erases  the  words 
"  State  of,"  and,  when  the  corrected  Journal  is 
presented  to  the  House,  it  recites,  that  the 
member  presented  the  memorial  of  Missouri. 
Now,  the  question  is— has  the  Speaker  perform- 
ed his  duty,  under  the  rule  of  the  House,  or  has 
he  acted  without  the  pale  of  the  authority  which 
that  rule  conveys  to  him  ?  If  the  erasure  be 
within  the  rule,  there  is  an  end  of  the  matter, 
and  I  am  trespassing  unnecessarily  upon  your 
patience,  and  doing  injustice  to  the  Speaker. 
But,  if  the  Speaker  has  altered  without  correct- 
ing your  Journal,  his  act  is  void,  because  it  is 
beyond  his  authority,  and  is  itself  an  error, 
which  demands  the  coiTection  of  the  House. 
Did  the  Speaker,  when  he  applied  his  pen  to 
the  Journal,  describe  the  fact  as  it  had  taken 
place  more  truly  than  it  had  been  described  by 
the  Clerk  ?  No,  sir.  The  Clerk  stated  what 
had  happened  exactly  as  it  did  happen.  Now, 
the  rule  is — the  Speaker  shall  "examine  and 
correct"  the  Journal.  The  power  to  correct 
implies  the  existence  of  error.  There  was  no 
error,  not  even  the  slightest  mistake.  The 
Speaker  had,  then,  no  duty  to  perform,  and 
any  other  journal  than  that  in  which  the  Clerk 
had  truly  recorded  the  proceedings  of  the  House 
is  not  the  true,  but  a  spurious  journal.  The  act 
of  the  Speaker  was  gratuitous,  and  without 
warrant. 

But  it  may  be  said,  as  I  think  it  was  yester- 
day, that  the  Speaker  is  to  be  justified,  because 
he  had  stated  the  actual  fact.  That  is  to  say, 
he  has  refused  to  designate  Missouri  as  a  State, 
because  she  is  not  a  State.  1  know  that  there 
are  varying  opinions  ;  that  some  gentlemen 
consider  Missom-i  a  State;  others,  quasi  a, State; 
others  a  Territory ;  whUe  there  are  some  who 
do  not  clearly  express  what  their  opinions  are. 
"With  this  subject,  I  have  at  present  no  concern. 
Sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof.  The 
question  is  not,  whether  the  true  quality  of 
Missouri  should  appear  upon  the  Journals ;  but 
whether  it  shall  appear  as  represented  in  her 
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memorial,  in  the  announcement  of  the  member 
presenting  that  memorial,  and  in  the  act  of  the 
House  receiving  it.  If  an  individual,  arrogating 
ft  title  to  which  he  has  no  claim,  present  his 
petition  to  the  House,  and  it  he  determined  to 
listen  to  his  plaint,  no  one  will  contend  that  the 
Olerk  or  the  Speaker,  in  making  up  or  correct- 
ing, the  Journal,  has  a  right  to  inquire  into  the 
legitimacy  of  the  dignity  assumed.  It  is  not 
their  duty  to  ingraft  the  fact  upon  the  Journal, 
contrary  to  tlie  representation  of  the  petitioner, 
and  the  determination  of  the  House  to  hear 
him  in  the  character  he  has  chosen  to  adopt ; 
but  it  is  their  duty  to  detail  events  as  they  ac- 
tually occurred,  although  these  may  involve 
falsehoods,  and  misrepresentations. 

Sir,  if  Missouri  had  presented  herself  in  bor- 
rowed feathers,  it  was  the  duty  of  this  House, 
by  plucking  them  from  her,  to  have  exposed 
her  in  the  nakedness  of  her  deformity.  If  she 
assumed  a  rank  incompatible  with  your  dignity, 
or  a  tone  and  a  style  too  lofty,  you  should  at 
6nce  have  taught  her  language  more  humble, 
and  admonished  her,  that  she  was  not  yet  fitted 
to  occupy  the  station  to  which  she  aspired. 
But,  did  you  do  this?  No,  sir.  Whatever 
may  be  the  matter  or  the  manner  of  her  me- 
morial, you  received  it.  That  it  was  received, 
was  noted  by  the  proper  oflBcer,  under  your 
order  ;  and  you  referred  it  for  investigation  to 
a  committee.  Now,  these  are  solemn  measures 
adopted  by  the  House,  and,  I  ask,  have  they 
been  rescinded  by  the  same  authority  ?  No ; 
not  by  the  alteration  of  your  Journal ;  an  altera- 
tion not  governed  by  any  known  rule  prescrib- 
ed by  this  body.  Is  it  come  to  this?  Shall 
the  oflBcers  of  this  House  frame  the  Journals 
of  the  House  according  to  any  vague  notions  of 
propriety  which  they  may  entertain  ?  If,  in- 
deed, they  have  this  power,  they  may  mould, 
and  alter,  and  garble,  and  destroy,  until  your 
diary  shall  wear  the  semblance  of  romance, 
rather  than  of  history.  If  we  yield  them  such  a 
power,  we  are  apostates  from  the  true  faith ; 
we  are  no  longer  the  representatives  of  free- 
men; we  are  ourselves  slaves,  and,  what  is 
worse,  willing  slaves. 

It  may  certainly  happen  that  the  House,  from 
inadvertence,  or  some  other  cause,  may  be  led 
into  mistake,  and  may  order  that  to  be  recorded 
which  should  not  of  right  have  a  place.  It 
may  then  be  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  to  point 
out  the  impropriety,  leaving  it  to  be  corrected 
at  the  will  of  the  House.  He  cannot  go  fur- 
ther ;  he  cannot  alter  the  solemn  acts  of  the 
House,  upon  the  presumption  that  they  were 
irregularly  or  unadvisedly  done. 

I  have  heard  it  suggested  that  this  is  a  little 
matter ;  which  does  not  deserve  our  considera- 
tion. If  it  be  so,  why  were  words  so  harmless 
and  unimportant  stricken  from  the  Journal? 
Their  very  insignificance  should  have  protected 
them ;  the  more  especially  as  they  correspond- 
ed with  the  fact  as  it  transpired.  But  it  is  not  a 
good  reason  against  resisting  any  innovation,  to 
Bay  that  it  is  so  slight  nothing  is  to  be  feared  from 


it.  A  delegated  authority  should  be  jealously 
watched,  or  it  will  rapidly  extend  itself  beyond 
its  prescribed  boundaries.  We  are  told  in  Ara- 
bian story  that  a  mist,  rising  from  the  bosom 
of  the  ocean,  which  the  gentlest  breeze  might 
have  dissipated,  took  to  itself  consistency  and 
form,  and  became  a  monstrous  and  fearful 
giant.  It  is  thus  with  the  encroachments  of 
power — at  first  scarcely  perceived,  at  last  not 
to  be  opposed.  Constant  attrition  will  waste 
even  the  rock  of  ages. 

Before  I  sit  down,  I  would  controvert  a  doc- 
trine which  has  received  the  sanction  of  high 
authority.  It  is,  that  the  House  has  no  au- 
thority to  ask  the  reading  of  the  original 
draught  of  the  Journal,  because  none  other 
can  be  read  than  that  coiTected  by  the  Speaker. 
Sir,  it  may  be  shown — I  think  it  has  been 
shown — that  the  House  is  the  ultimate  judge 
of  the  correctness  of  its  own  Journal,  and  it 
has  a  right  to  inquire,  whether  the  Speaker  has 
corrected  it,  as  he  has  the  power  to  do,  or 
altered  it  without  authority.  How,  then,  is 
the  House  to  exercise  this  right,  if  you  with- 
hold the  data  upon  which  its  decision  must  be 
founded  ?  Shall  members  inquire  among  them- 
selves for  the  facts,  with  a  view  to  the  correc- 
tion of  mistakes  or  faults  ?  One  will  answer, 
he  was  absent ;  another,  he  was  engaged ;  a 
third,  he  was  inattentive. 

Apply  to  the  Olerk,  and  he  will  say  his  duties 
are  so  numerous,  and  so  many  the  subjects  he 
is  forced  to  record,  that,  if  he  must  shut  his 
eyes  to  the  Journal,  he  can  give  yon  no  account 
of  the  matter ;  but,  if  yon  will  allow  him  to 
read  from  the  Journal  itself,  he  can  divest  it  of 
interlineations  and  erasures,  and  tell  you  how 
it  originally  stood.  It  is  only  by  a  comparison- 
of  the  Journal,  after  it  has  received  the  correc- 
tion of  the  Speaker,  with  what  it  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  Clerk,  that  you  can  be  prepared 
to  decide  upon  the  propriety  or  impropriety 
of  their  corrections.  Suppose  a  mischievous  or 
malignant  individual  were,  covertly,  to  find  ac- 
cess to  your  records,  and  should  vitiate  them 
by  blots  and  scrawls.  When  you  sought  to 
restore  them  to  their  true  shape,  would  yon 
not  call  upon  the  Clerk  to  decipher  to  you 
their  original  reading?  The  case  is  perfectly 
parallel,  if  an  officer  of  the  House  have  so  alter- 
ed the  Journal  that  it  no  longer  retains  its  true 
form. 

I  have  considered  it  a  duty  to  say  thus  much, 
by  way  of  preface  to  the  resolutions  I  offer.  I 
will  only  add,  if  the  Speaker  has  done  that 
which  he  ought  not  to  have  done,  it  comports 
with  the  dignity  of  the  House  to  assert  its  own 
rights.  Let  us  ever  cling  to  truth  and  justice, 
and  resist  even  their  slightest  violation  with  to 
utmost  pertinacity. 

Mr.  E.  then  handed  the  following  resolutions 
to  the  OhaJr : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Speaker,  under 
the  rules  of  the  House,  to  examine  and  correct  the 
Journals  of  the  House. 

Resolved,  That  the  House  possesses  the  right  to 
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inquire  into  and  decide  upon  the   propriety  of  any 
correction  which  may  he  made  by  the  Speaker. 

Resolved,  That  the  erasures  made  by  the  Speaker 
in  the  Journal  of  the  11th  January  are  alterations  and 
not  corrediom,  inasmuch  as  the  Journal,  in  its  original 
form,  corresponds  with  the  fact  intended  to  he  de- 
scribed, viz:  that  a  petition  from  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Missouri  was 
presented  by  a  member  from  South  Carolina. 

_  The  Speaker  having  propounded  the  ques- 
tion, "  Will  the  House  now  proceed  to  consider 
these  resolutions?"  it  was  decided — ^yeas  47, 
nays  96. 

So  the  House  refused  now  to  consider  the 
resolutions. 


[H.  OF  R. 


Tuesday,  January  16. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from   Kentucky, 
Henby  Olay,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 


fol- 


MoNDAY,  January,  22. 

Treasury  Beport. 

The  Speakee  laid  before  the  House  the 
lowing  report : 

Tkeasurt  Depaetment,  Jan.  19, 1821. 
SiK :  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  of  the  fourth  instant,  instructing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report  to  the  House 
"  a  statement  of  the  money  in  the  Treasury  on  the 
first  of  January,  1821,  together  with  a  statement  of 
the  money  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  as  agent 
for  the  War  and  Navy  Departments,  on  that  day, "  I 
have  the  honor  to  state,  that  there  was  in  the  Treas- 
ury on  that  day  the  sum  of  $1,076,261  18,  and  in 
the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  as  agent  for  the  War  and 
Navy  Departments,  the  sum  of  $1,050,378  25,  viz : 
For  the  War  Department,  $151,373  29  ;  and  for  the 
Navy  Department,  $799,001  96. 

Of  the  sum  of  $1,076,271  18,  in  the  Treasury  on 
the  first  of  January,  1821,  $500,000  were  paid  by 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  on  the  30th  of  De- 
cember, 1820,  but  which  were,  payable  on  the  first 
day  of  January  thereafter,  and  were  estimated  in  the 
receipts  into  the  Treasury  for  1821.  If  this  sum  is 
deducted,  the  amount  ia.  the  Treasury  on  that  day 
will  be  $576,271  18.  If  it  is  considered  a  part  of 
the  receipts  of  1820,  the  estimated  receipts  for  1821 
will  be  diminished  by  that  amount.  With  this  ex- 
planation, it  will  not  be  material  whether  it  is  placed 
to  the  credit  of  the  one  or  the  'other  year  ;  the  gen- 
eral result  of  the  two  years  wiU  be  the  same. 

The  receipts  of'  the  fourth  quarter,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  payments  made  at  Mobile  and  New  Or- 
leans, in  the  two  last  weeks  of  December,  1820,  and 
in  the  whole  month  at  most  of  the  land  ofBces,  are 
ascertained  to  be  $i,045,585  99.  In  the  annual  re- 
port, the  receipts  of  the  fourth  quarter  were  estimated 
at  $3,430,000  ;  the  actual  receipts,  therefore,  exceed 
those  that  were  estimated  by  $615,585  99,  and  by 
$115,585  99,  if  the  payment  made  by  the  bank  on 
the  30th  of  December  be  deducted  from  the  receipts 
of  1820. 

If  the  sum  of  $615,585  99  be  added  to  the  sum  of 
$5,417,880  83,  which  was  stated  in  my  letter  of  the 
2lBt  December,   1820,  to  be  the  aggregate  means 


for  the  fourth  quarter  of  that  year,  the  amount  at 
the  disposition  of  the  Treasury,  in  that  quarter,  will 
be  augmented  to  $6,033,416  82. 

It  is  ascertained  that  the  payments  from  the  Treas- 
ury, during  that  quarter,  have  amounted  to  $4,957,- 
145  24,  which,  being  deducted  from  the  estimated 
means  of  that  quarter,  will  leave  in  the  Treasury,  as 
already  stated,  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1821,  the 
sum  of  $1,076,271  18.  But  if  the  $500,000,  paid 
by  the  bank,  be  deducted  from  the  receipts  of  1820, 
the  balance  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1821,  -will 
be,  as  has  already  been  stated,  $576,271  18. 

The  demands  upon  tije  Treasury  during  the  year 
1820,  in  order  to  complete  the  service  of  that  year, 
and  to  efi'ect  the  objects  for  which  the  several  appro- 
priations were  made,  and  which  are  not  included  in 
the  foregoing  sum  of  §4,967,145  24,  which  amounts 
to  $4,707,987  96,  viz : 

Civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous,  (being  the 
difference  between  the  sum  of  $1,407,213  56,  esti- 
mated to  be  paid  in  the  fourth  quarter,  and  the  sum 
actually  paid,)  -  $855,905  20 

Pubho  debt,         -  -        -  2,076,918  15 

War  Department,  -  665,164  61 

Navy  Department,        -        -  1,110,000  00 

Which  leaves  an  excess  of  demand  beyond  the 
money  in  the  Treasury  of  $3,631,716  78,  and  of 
$4,131,716  78,  if  the  payment  made  by  the  bank 
be  deducted  from  the  payments  into  the  Treasury  in 
the  year  1820. 

It  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that,  if  the  sum  of 
$2,076,918  15,  of  the  Louisiana  stock,  has  not  been 
pressed  for  payment,  it  has  been  the  result  of  for- 
bearance on  the  part  of  the  holders  of  that  stock,  and 
of  confidence  in  the  faith  of  the  nation,  that  such 
forbearance  will  not  operate  to  their  injury.  The 
other  demands  upon  the  Treasury,  which  were  esti- 
mated as  a  charge  upon  it  in  the  fourth  quarter  of 
the  year  1820,  and  which  are  not  embraced  in  the 
estimates  of  the  expenditure  for  1821,  and  which 
constitute  a  part  of  the  deficit  above  stated,  will,  it 
is  presumed,  be  demanded  of  the  Treasury. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  sums  in  the  hands  of 
the  Treasurer,  as  agent  of  the  War  and  Navy  De- 
partments, exceed  the  estimate  of  them,  annexed  to 
the  estimates  of  the  service  of  the  year  1821.  These 
moneys  are  drawn  from  the  agent,  as  the  demands 
upon  the  respective  departments  are  presented,  or  re- 
quisitions from  the  disbursing  officers  of  those  de- 
partments are  received.  The  amount  drawn  from 
the  agent  depends,  therefore,  upon  contingencies 
over  which  the  heads  of  those  departments  have  no 
control,  and  may  exceed  or  fall  short  of  any  estimate 
made  by  them  for  any  definite  period  of  time. 

It  may  be  proper,  also,  to  state,  that,  in  contem- 
plation of  law,  money  is  not  considered  to  be  in  the 
Treasury  until  a  warrant  is  issued  by  the  Secretary 
and  receipted  by  the  Treasurer,  for  the  sums  paid  by 
the  receiving  officers  into  the  bank;  but,  for  the 
practical  purposes  of  the  Treasury,  all  sums  paid 
into  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  are  consid- 
ered by  him  to  be  in  the  Treasury.  Generally,  the 
warrants  covering  the  money  received  on  account  of 
the  Government  are  issued  quarterly  for  all  sums  re- 
ceived during  the  quarter.  These  warrants  are 
usually  issued  about  two  months  after  the  expiration 
of  the  quarter,  as  the  payments  made  into  the  banks 
which  are  the  depositories  of  the  public  money  are 
not  ascertained  sooner. 

The  statements  which  accompany  this  letter  are 
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explanatory  of  the  views  which  it  presents,  or  afford 
information  connected  with  them,  which  it  is  pre- 
sumed may  be  nsefnl. 

I  remain,  with  respect,  &c., 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
Hon.  John  Taylor, 

Speaker  of  the  Home  of  Representativea. 

The  report  was  read,  and,  with  the  docu- 
ments, referred  to  the  Oommittee  of  "Ways  aad 
Means. 

Beduation  of  the  Army. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  reduce  the  MDitary  Peace  Establishment 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  MoCuLLOUGn  moved  further  to  amend 
the  third  section  of  the  bill  (as  recited  on  the 
Journal  of  the  18th  instant)  by  expunging  from 
the  fifth  and  sixth  lines  thereof  the  words  fol- 
lowing, viz :  "  each  with  the  rank,  pay,  and 
emoluments  of  a  colonel  of  cavalry,  as  hereto- 
fore prescribed  by  law ; "  and  also,  from  the 
eighth  and  ninth  lines  thereof,  the  words  "  with 
a  salary  of  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum  ;  " 
and  also,  after  the  word  "purchases"  in  the 
tenth  line,  the  following  words  :  "  whose  com- 
pensation shall  not  exceed  two  and  a  half  per 
centum  on  the  public  moneys  disbursed  by  him, 
nor  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollar^  per  an- 
num ;  and  also,  from  the  thirteenth  and  four- 
teenth lines,  the  words  "to  be  compensated  as 
heretofore;"  also,  after  the  words  "surgeon 
general,"  in  the  sixteenth  line,  the  words  "  with 
a  salary  of  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum  ; " 
and  also,  after  the  words  "  apothecary  general," 
in  the  seventeenth  line,  the  words  "with  a 
salary  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum ; " 
and  to  add  to  the  section  the  following  words, 
viz :  "  the  said  several  officers  to  hold  the  rank, 
pay,  and  emoluments  which  now  are,  or  here- 
after may  be,  prescribed  by  law." 

After  considerable  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 
MoOcLLOUGH,  KioH,  MoLban,  Bubton,  Floyd, 
Brush,  and  Mbeoee,  took  part,  the  motion  of 
Mr.  McOtjllough  was  negatived,  first  on  the 
question  of  inserting,  and  then  on  striking  out 
the  existing  compensations. 

Mr.  Beush  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  general,"  after  "  Quartermaster,"  so  that  there 
should  be  a  Quartermaster  without  the  addition 
of  "  general,"  the  rank  of  general  being  pro- 
posed to  be  taken  from  the  office. — Negatived. 

Mr.  EusTis  moved  an  amendment,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  place  the  deputy  commissaries 
and  quartermasters  on  the  footing  on  which 
they  will  be  found  to  staajd  in  the  amended  bill, 
instead  of  that  ia  which  they  stood  in  the  ori- 
ginal bin. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to,  51  to  47. 

The  question  having  been  then  stated  on  or- 
dering the  bill,  as  amended,  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading — 

Mr.  Baebottk  and  Mr.  Meeoee  addressed  the 
House,  each  at  great  length ;  the  first  in  favor 
of  the  bUl,  the  latter  against  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 


bUl  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  de- 
cided as  follows : 

Yeas.— Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen 
of  Massachusetts,  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Baker,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Beeober,  Brown, 
Bryan,  Buffum,  Burton,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire, 
Campbell,  Cannon,  Clay,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Craw- 
ford, Cnlpeper,  Cushman,  Dane,  Dennison,  Earle, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Eustis,  Fay,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Gamett, 
Gray,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania, 
Guyon,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North  Carolina, 
Hardin,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibshman,  Hill,  Hobart, 
Hooks,  Hostetter,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Vir- 
ginia, Kendall,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Livermore, 
Maclay,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McCullough,  Mallary, 
Marchand,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  Monell,  Montgomery,  E. 
Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Morton,  Mosely,  Murray, 
Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Philson, 
Plumer,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Rhea,  Richards,  Rich- 
mond, Ross,  Rnss,  Sawyer,  Shaw,  Silsbee,  Sloan, 
Southard,  Stevens,  Tarr,  TerriU,  Tomlinson,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Tucker  of  "Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Tyler,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Walker,  War- 
field,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  Wood— 109. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland, 
Baldwin,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brush,  Butler  of  Lou- 
isiana, Case,  Clark,  Cook,  Crowell,  Cuthbert,  Dar- 
lington, Davidson,  Dickinson,  Ford,  FuUer,  Gorham, 
Hemphill,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Little,  Lowndes,  Mc- 
Lane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mercer,  S. 
Moore,  Nelson  of  "Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Ringgold, 
Robertson,  Rogers,  Sergeant,  Simkins,  Smith  of  New 
Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia, 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of 
New  York,  Udree,  Wallace,  Wendover,  and  Whit- 
man— i7. 

So  the  biU  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow,  as  amended. 


Thursday,  January  23. 
EedxLction  of  the  Army. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  reduction  of  the 
Military  Peace  Establishment,  was  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  SiMKEvS  rose,  and  spoke  against  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bai,  and  in  reply  to  the  gentlemen 
who  had  supported  it. 

Mr.  Floyd  made  a  few  explanatory  remarks. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  assigned  the  reasons 
why  he  should  vote  against  this  bill,  though  not 
opposed  to  a  proper  reduction  of  the  Militaiy 
Establishment. 

Mr.  EusTis  replied  to  Mr.  Smith,  and  defend- 
ed the  bill  in  regard  to  some  of  its  details. 

Mr.  Kelson,  of  Virginia,  opposed  the  biE  in 
toto,  in  its  objects  and  in  its  details,  as  contrary 
to  the  public  interest. 

Mr.  EioH  briefly  assigned  the  reasons  why  he 
should  vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  Clay  stated  the  reasons  why  he  thought 
the  interest  of  the  country  called  for  the  pas^ 
sage  of  the  bill. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bUl  waj 
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then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in 
the  afBrmative — 109  to  48,  as  follows : 

Ykas. — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  AUen 
of  Massachusetts,  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Bayly,  Beecher  Brown,  Bryan,  Buffum,  Burton, 
BurweU,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Cla- 
gett.  Clay,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Culpeper, 
Cushman,  Dane,  Dennison,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of 
Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Eustis,  Fay, 
Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Gray,  Gross  of  New  York, 
Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of 
New  York,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hen- 
dricks, Herrick,  Hibshman,  Hill,  Hobart,  Hooks, 
Hostetter,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Va.,  Kinsey, 
Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Livermore,  Maclay,  Mc- 
Coy, MoCreary,  McCuUough,  MaUary,  Marchand, 
Meigs,  Metcalf,  Monell,  Montgomery,  E.  Moore,  T. 
L.  Moore,  Morton,  Mosely,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson 
of  Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Philson,  Pitcher,  PIu- 
mer,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards,  Rich- 
mond, Ross,  Russ,  Shaw,  SUsbee,  Sloan,  Southard, 
Stevens,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Trimble, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler, 
Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Warfield,  Williams  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  Wood — 109. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland, 
Baldi\-in,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brush,  Butler  of 
Louisiana,  Case,  Clark,  Cook,  Crowell,  Cuthbert, 
Darlington,  Davidson,  Dickinson,  Ford,  Fuller,  Gor- 
liam,  Hemphill,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Little,  Lowndes, 
McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mer- 
cer, S.  Moore,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of 
Massachusetts,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Reed, 
Ringgold,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Sergeant,  Simkins, 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smjrth 
of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Storrs,  Street, 
Strong  of  New  York,  Udree,  Wallace,  AYendover,  and 
Whitman — 48. 

Commodore  Perry''s  Family. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Foot  in  the  chair,  on 
the  biU  reported  at  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
for  the  relief  of  the  family  of  the  late  Oliver 
Hazard  Peny,  and  to  provide  for  the  education 
of  his  children  at  the  public  expense. 

The  bill  having  been  read  through — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kaisdolph,  who  declined 
occupying  the  time  of  the  House  by  speaking  on 
the  subject,  the  blanks  in  the  bni  were  filled,  so 
as  to  make  the  proposed  allowance  to  be  $350 
per  annum  for  the  mother  of  the  late  Commo- 
dore Perry,  $400  for  his  widow,  (during  life,  or 
until  in  ermarriage,)  and  $150  for  each  of  the 
children,  until  they  arrive  at  twenty-one  years 
of  age.  The  whole  amount  proposed  to  be  an- 
nually appropriated  being  $1,330,  the  estimat- 
ed amount  of  half  the  pay  which  Commodore 
Perry,  whilst  living,  would  have  enjoyed  whilst 
on  separate  command. 

Mr.  Haedes-  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  bill 
except  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert,  in  lieu 
thereof,  a  provision,  allowing  to  the  famify  of 
Commodore  Perry  half-pay  for  the  term  of  five 
years,  being,  Mr.  H.  said,  the  amount  which 
they  would  have  received  had  Commodore 
Perry  fallen  in  battle. 


On  this  motion  there  arose  a  short  debate. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Haedik  was  negatived,  on 
a  division,  by  apparently  a  large  majority. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
bill. 

The  House  having  concurred  in  filling  the 
blanks  as  reported  from  the  committee — 

Mr.  Haedin  renewed  the  motion  he  had 
made  in  Committee  of  the  "Wlole,  and  demand- 
ed the  yeas  and  nays  on  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  taken,  there  were, 
for  the  amendment  B^,  against  it  82. 

So  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clay,  though  decidedly  in  favor  of  the 
object  of  the  bill,  objected  to  that  part  of  it  pro- 
posing an  allowance  of  $330  per  annum,  during 
life,  to  the  mother  of  the  deceased ;  and,  on  his 
motion,  that  part  was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  allowance  of  $400  per  annum  to  the  widow 
of  Commodore  Perry,  with  a  view  to  make  it 
$730,  by  adding  to  it  the  $330  just  stricken 
out ;  so  that  the  amount  to  the  family  should 
be  the  same,  though  the  distribution  would  be 
diiferent. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  E.  was  negatived,  by  a 
vote  of  69  to  52. 

On  the  question  for  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  demanded  by  Mr.  Betjsh,  there  were,  for 
the  bill  76,  against  it  62. 

So  the  biU  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  January  24. 

Fugitive  Slaves. 
Among  the  papers  offered  during  the  presen- 
tation of  memorials  to-day,  was  the  following, 
presented  by  Mi\  Beowx,  of  Kentucky : 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  the  present  General 
Assembly  that  many  negroes  and  persons  of  color,  the 
property  of  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  have  es- 
caped from  their  lawful  owners  into  the  province  of 
Canada,  and  are  there,  protected  from  recapture  by 
the  subjects  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
residing  in  said  province  of  Canada :  And  whereas 
the  practice  of  concealing  and  countenancing  slaves 
that  thus  escape  from  their  lawful  owners,  tends 
greatly  to  the  injury  of  the  people  of  this  State,  and, 
if  persevered  in,  may  lead  to  unhappy  consequences 
between  the  subjects  of  his  said  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  : 

Resolved,  tlierefore,  That  it  is  the  opinion  and  de- 
sire of  the  present  General  Assembly,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  invite  the  attention  of 
the  British  Government  to  this  subject,  and,  if  prac- 
ticable, procure  arrangements  to  be  made,  on  the 
part  of  that  Government,  for  tho  restoration  of  such 
fno-itive  slaves  as  shall  have  heretofore  escaped,  or 
may  hereafter  escape,  from  their  lawful  owners, 
(being  citizens  of  the  United  States,)  into  any  of  Ms 
said  Majesty's  North  American  dominions.  And  the 
Governor  is  requested  to  transmit  to  the  Executive  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  each  of  the  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress  from  this  State,  copies 
of  the  foregoing  resolution. 
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The  Speakbb  stated  that,  according  to  the 
rules  of  the  House,  this  resolution  could  not  be 
received,  not  being  "addressed  to  the  House;" 
though  the  subject  might  readily  be  brought 
before  the  House  in  a  different  form.  Upon 
■which,  Mr.  B.  withdrew  the  resolution,  with 
the  intention  of  presenting  the  subject  to  the 
House  in  a  different  shape. 

Admission  o/Missouri — Mr.  Mistis's  Resolution. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eusns,  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Reprcseniaiivea 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 

and  it  is  hereby  declared,  That,  the day  of 

next  ensuing,  the  State  of  Missouii  shall  be  admit- 
ted into  the  Union  upon  an  eqnal  footing  with  the 
original  States,  in  all  respects  whatsoever  ;  Provided, 
That  so  much  of  the  26th  section  of  the  3d  article  of 
the  constitution  of  said  State,  presented  to  Congress 
at  the  present  session,  as  makes  it  the  duty  of  the 
Legislature  to  pass  such  laws  as  shall  be  necessary 
"  to  prevent  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  from  coming 
to  and  settling  in  this  State,  under  any  pretext  what- 
soever," shall,  on  or  before  that  day,  have  been  ex- 
punged therefrom. 

The  resolution  having  been  read — 

Mr.  ErrsTis  stated  the  objects  he  had  in 
view  in  moving  this  resolution  to  be,  to  remove 
the  only  objection  which  he  had  to  the  admis- 
sion of  Missouri  into  the  Union ;  to  give  facility 
and  despatch  to  the  admission  of  the  State  into 
the  Union,  and  thereby  to  preclude  the  possi- 
bility of  this  question  ever  again  coming  before 
Congress.  These  were  his  only  motives,  and  he 
had,  in  moving  the  resolution,  acted  without 
consulting  with  any  one  else.  Foreseeing  a 
difficulty  in  prescribing  the  mode  in  which  the 
amendment  might  be  made,  he  had  left  that  a 
question  for  separate  consideration,  in  order  to 
obtain  a  decision  on  the  principle  of  the  resolu- 
tion. Having  introduced  the  resolution  with  a 
sense  of  duty,  should  it  not  meet  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  House,  he  should  be  entirely 
satisfied  with  having  in  proposing  it,  performed 
what  he  believed  to  be  his  duty. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Etjstis  the  blanks  in  the 
resolution  were  filled  with  the  first  of  October 
next. 

Mr.  Foot  moved  to  postpone  the  resolution, 
in  order  to  take  up  that  from  the  Senate,  under 
the  impression  that  doing  so  would  facilitate  a 
final  decision  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Lowndes  suggested  that  in  all  probability 
nothing  would  be  gained  by  this  course,  as  the 
same  question  now  before  the  House  might,  and 
probably  would  be,  brought  up  by  a  motion  to 
amend  the  resolve  in  the  Senate. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  negatived. 

No  debate  arising — 

The  Chairman  put  the  question  to  agree  to 
the  resolution,  and  it  was  negatived  by  a  large 
majority. 
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The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  their 
decision  to  the  House. 

The  SPKAKEBput  the  question  on  agreeing  to 
the  amendments  made  in  committee,  (by  fillmg 
the  blanks  in  the  resolution.) 

It  being  objected  that  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee had  been  to  r^ect  the  resolutioil — 

The  SpBAKEE  decided  that  no  committee, 
whether  select  or  of  the  whole  House,  has  the 
power  of  rejecting  any  bill  or  resolution  refer- 
red to  it.  Bills  and  resolutions  are  referred  to 
committees  to  be  discussed  and  amended  or  not, 
and  not  to  be  agreed  to  or  rejected  in  form, 
though  sometimes  virtually  rejected  by  striking 
out  their  vital  parts.* 

The  decision  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph, Mr.  Baebotje,  and  Mr.  Cobb,  but  justi- 
fied by  Mr.  Sergeant,  and  in  part  at  least  by 
Mr.  Lowndes.  In  the  end,  however,  no  appeal 
was  taken  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  the  amendment 
made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole — 

The  question  was  then  taken,  "  Shall  the  res- 
olution be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time?" 
and  determined  in  the  negative — ^yeas  6,  nays 
146. 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

After  a  pause — 

Mr.  Clat  rose,  and  gave  notice,  that,  if  no 
other  gentleman  made  any  motion  on  the  sub- 
ject, he  should  on  the  day  after  to-morrow 
move  to  go  into  Committ«e  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  resolution  from  the  Senate  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Missouri. 


Thtjbsdat,  January  25. 
Occupation  of  the  Colimjbia  River. 
Mr.  Flotd,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  19th  ultimo  to  inquire  into  the  situation  of 
the  settlements  on  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  into 
the  expediency  of  occupying  the  Columbia 
River,  made  a  detailed  report,  accompanied 
with  a  bill  to  authorize  the  occupation  of  the 
Columbia  River,  and  to  regulate  the  intercourse 
with  the  Indian  tribes  within  the  United  States 
and  territories  thereof;  which  bill,  by  leave  of 
the  House,  was  reported,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  19th  of  December,  1820,  to  inqmre  into 
the  situation  of  the  setflemeut  upon  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
and  the  expediency  of  occupying  the  Columbia  River, 
report ;  That  they  have  carefully  examined  the  sub- 
ject referred  to  them,  and,  from  every  consideration 


thl'l-'f  ".''*  "  P^?"  refeirred  to  them,  (a  committee,  whe- 
ther select  or  of  the  whole,)  they  proceed  to  put  questions 
wl,Z™w'°''*^,P™S'''^'^'f"""'  fi°»l  questions  on  the 
hi^?lJwf  ""^^/^'P"'-,'^  °'  *^''  P^P^'-'  11"%  been  adopted 
by  the  House,  stand  of  course,  unless  alterel  or  struck  oat 
l^i^^\r  Even  If  they  are  opposed  to  the  whole  paper, 
J^L^S^Sri^TK"".'  '>«  ™»de  good  by  amendments,  ttey 
cmnot  reoect  %t  but  must  report  it  bact  to  the  House  with- 

^^.^ry^Z^?"^   "•^^    -^"o  *^'^'    opposition."- 
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wMcli  they  have  been  able  to  bestow  npon  it,  believe, 
from  tlie  usage  of  all  nations,  previous  and  subse- 
quent to  the  discovery  of  America,  the  title  of  the 
United  States  to  a  very  large  portion  of  the  coast  of 
the  Pacific  Ocean  to  be  well  founded ;  nor  have  they 
been  able  to  ascertain  that  any  other  Government 
than  Spain  has  made  claim  to  any  part  of  it,  from 
Cape  Horn  to  the  sixtieth  degree  of  north  latitude. 

When  this  continent  was  first  made  known  to  Eu- 
rope, by  the  bold  and  enterprising  genius  of  Christo- 
pher Columbus,  it  seemed  for  a  long  time  conceded 
that  the  Spanish  monarchy,  which  alone  could  be 
prevailed  upon  to  hsten  to  his  plans  and  propositions, 
was  most  entitled  to  the  benefits  resulting  from  the 
successful  issue  of  his  undertaking.  Though  Ferdi- 
nand and  Isabellaj^who,  at  that  time,  filled  the  throne 
of  that  country,  did  not  rest  their  title  upon  the  tacit 
consent  of  other  nations,  or  even  upon  their  armies  or 
fleet,  which  was,  at  that  period,  formidable,  and  well 
provided ;  hut,  instructed  by  the  example  of  the  Por- 
tuguese, who  had  obtained  a  grant  for  all  comitries 
east  of  the  Azores,  from  pole  to  pole,  they  obtained  a 
similar  grant  from  the  Roman  Pontiff  of  all  the  terri- 
tories they  wished  to  occupy  west  of  the  same  point, 
as  the  superstition  of  the  times  conferred  on  him  a 
right  of  dominion  over  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth. 
Thus,  in  virtue  of  bis  power,  as  the  vicar  and  repre- 
sentative of  Jesus  Christ,  did  Alexander  VI.,  in  1493, 
grant  to  the  Crown  of  Spain,  in  full  right,  all  the 
countries  inhabited  by  inJSdels,  which  they  had  or 
should  discover. 

Enormous  as  the  power  was,  which  the  Popes  then 
exercised,  it  was  recognized  and  submitted  to  by  the 
monarchs  of  that  day,  and  considered  as  having  vest- 
ed in  Spain  a  title  which  they  deemed  completely 
valid,  and  authorized  her  to  extend  her  discoveries 
and  establish  her  dominion  over  a  great  portion  of 
the  new  world.  The  Spanish  Crown,  as  well  as  in- 
dividuals, the  subjects  of  that  power,  continued  to  fit 
out  ships  for  voyages  of  discovery,  and,  in  the  space 
of  a  few  years,  had  visited  various  parts  of  the  coast 
of  America,  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  to  many  de- 
grees south  of  the  equinoctial  line,  taking  possession, 
according  to  the  custom  of  that  day,  in  the  name  of 
the  Spanish  King.  Nor  was  their  zeal  for  discovery 
confined  to  the  Atlantic  shore  alone ;  parties,  under 
daring  and  enterprising  leaders,  penetrated  far  into 
the  interior  of  the  continent,  and  even  to  the  shores 
of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  wresting  by  violence  the  rich 
Empires  of  Peru  and  Mexico  from  the  peaceful  and 
legitimate  sovereigns  who  reigned  over  them,  and 
annexed  them  to  the  Crown  of  Spain,  by  the  triple 
title  of  conquest,  discovery,  and  the  grant  of  the 
Pope. 

So  weII  satisfied  do  the  rest  of  Europe  seem  to  have 
been  of  the  rights  of  Spain,  derived  firom  such  high 
authority,  that  they  permitted  her  to  progress  unmo- 
lested in  her  career  of  discovery  and  conquest  for 
many  years,  untU  she  had  acquired  the  undisputed 
possession  of  most  of  the  Atlantic  coast  of  South 
America,  and  the  whole  shore  of  the  Pacific,  as  high 
as  the  northern  extremity  of  California,  and,  as  they 
affirmed,  after  they  came  in  possession  of  Louisiana, 
to  a  point  far  to  the  northward  of  that. 

Though  discoveries  were  firequently  made  of  coun- 
tries among  the  most  beautiful  and  fertile,  where  na- 
ture seemed  to  invite  the  industry  of  man  to  the  en- 
joyment of  luxuriant  abundance,  yet  none  seemed  to 
arrest  the  attention  of  either  Government  or  people, 
but  those  which  contained  the  precious  metals ;  this 


morbid  thirst  for  gold  may  be  the  cause  why  no  set- 
tlements were  made  north  of  California,  as  no  metal 
of  that  description  is  believed  to  be  found  in  that 
region. 

About  this  time  it  became  the  interest  of  the  Brit- 
ish Crown  to  think  differently  on  the  subject  of  re- 
ligion from  the  See  of  Rome,  and,  separating  entirely 
from  it,  assumed  the  right  of  aimexing  to  their  Crown 
all  the  territories  discovered  by  their  subjects,  and  of 
bestowing  them  by  charter  upon  individuals.  To  this 
end,  grants  were  issued  by  Elizabeth  in  the  year  1578 
and  1584,  the  one  to  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert,  the  other 
to  Sir  Walter  Ealeigh,  ifhich  were  limited  to  a  cer- 
tain number  of  leagues,  but  those  issued  in  1606, 
1608,  and  1611,  by  James  I.,  in  the  charters  for  Vir- 
ginia, were  declared  to  embrace  the  whole  extent  of 
country  from  thirty-four  to  forty-five  degrees  of  north 
latitude,  extending  from  sea  to  sea,  always  excepting 
the  territories  of  any  Christian  Prince  or  people. 

It  is  believed  that  when  these  charters  were  grant- 
ed by  the  Monarchs  of  England,  they  were  not  well 
apprised  of  the  extent  of  country  they  were  giving 
away,  but  from  their  reservations,  in  regard  to  the 
title  of  Christian  Princes  or  people,  they  were  ap- 
prised of  the  title  of  Spain  upon  the  western  ocean, 
though  not  informed  of  its  extent ;  as  it  is  evident 
from  the  words  Christian  and  infidel  often  occurring, 
both  in  the  charters  of  the  Monarchs  and  the  bulls  of 
the  Pope,  the  legitimate  sovereigns,  as  well  as  peo- 
ple of  this  country,  in  that  day,  were  considered  as 
possessing  no  rights.  With  whatever  care  they  avoid- 
ed collisions  with  each  other  respecting  territory 
which  might  produce  ».  war  with  a  power  equally 
skilled  in  the  military  art  with  themselves,  they  were 
not  scrupulous  in  dispossessing  the  natives  of  both 
Americas  of  their  country,  all  of  whom  were  as  brave, 
as  generous,  and  magnanimous  as  themselves,  and 
some  of  whom  as  far  advanced  in  civilization  and  the 
arts  of  peace,  though  not  professing  to  be  Christians, 
or  skilled  in  war. 

The  opinion  of  Europe  undergoing  another  change 
upon  the  subject  of  discoveries  in  unknown  regions, 
they  were  now  reduced  to  a  more  definite  and  reason- 
able extent,  consequently,  in  a  few  years,  a  third  mode 
of  obtaining  territory  came  to  be  admitted  by  all  as 
the  basis  on  which  they  could  safely  rely  for  a  just 
decision  of  their  claims,  should  difficulties  present 
themselves ;  and  one  which,  to  a  moderate  extent, 
gave  to  all  nations  the  benefit  of  their  own  labors. 
By  this  rule,  too,  all  the  territory  thus  acquired  was 
vested  in  the  State  rather  than  the  Crown,  which 
Spanish  jurisprudence,  under  the  authority  of  the 
Pope,  seemed  to  consider. 

Hence,  the  power  which  discovered  a  covmtiy  was 
entitled  to  the  whole  extent  of  soil  watered  by  the 
springs  of  the  principal  river  or  water  course  passing 
through  it,  provided  there  was  settlement  made,  or 
possession  taken,  with  the  usual  formalities,  in  the 
name  and  on  the  behalf  of  the  Government  to  whom 
the  individual  owed  allegiance.  Though  the  tacit 
consent  of  aU  seemed  to  yield  the  sovereignty  from 
sea  to  sea,  where  no  settlement  or  express  possession 
was  had  of  an  intermediate  country  ;  and  such  right 
was  held  good  to  the  whole  extent,  but  not  wholly 
confirmed  until  another  settlement  was  made  at  a 
distinct  point  upon  the  same  territory  beyond  the 
water  of  the  first,  or  so  distant  as  not  manifestiy  to 
encroach  upon  the  estabhshments  of  the  coast;  other 
powers,  though,  might  avail  themselves  of  the  failure 
of  the  first  to  occupy  another  principal  stream,  or 
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distant  point,  and  become  thereby  vested  with  a  full 
right  of  sovereignty.  This  seems  to  have  been  the 
condition  of  America  until  the  close  of  the  war  of 
1813  ;  since  which  time  all  treaties  have  yielded  to 
the  different  powers,  in  full  right,  all  they  claimed, 
either  by  settlement,  or  from  the  failure  of  others  to 
occupy  the  principal  streams  when  they  might  do 
so.  There  is  now  no  longer  territory  to  be  obtained 
by  settlement  or  discovery ;  and  if  there  should  be 
any  difBoulty,  it  will  be  where  the  different  limits 
of  the  different  powers  shall  be  fixed. 

Impressed  with  a  belief,  that,  under  this  mode, 
valuable  possessions  might  be  added  to  the  French 
monarchy,  it  is  presumed  Sieurs  Joliet  and  Marquette 
penetrated  the  unknown  wilderness  from  Canada, 
and  discovered  the  Mississippi  so  long  ago  as  the  year 
1673,  and  explored  it  down  to  the  Arkansas.  Per- 
haps, encouraged  by  their  success,  a  few  years  after, 
Hennepin  visited  those  regions,  and  pursued  that 
river  to  its  mouth.  His  representations,  with  other 
conbiderations,  two  years  after,  induced  M.  de  la 
Salle  and  M.  Tonti  to  descend  that  river  with  a  consid- 
erable force  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  they  are  be- 
lieved to  have  built  the  fort  during  that  trip,  the 
bricks  and  other  remains  of  which  are  now  to  be  seen 
on  the  first  high  ground  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, below  the  mouth  of  the  White  River. 

After  this  period,  in  1685,  M.  de  la  Salle,  being  on 
his  return  from  France,  landed  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Rio  Colorado,  in  the  bay  of  St.  Bernard,  and  planted 
a  considerable  colony  there,  taking  possession,  in  due 
and  solemn  form,  in  the  name  of  the  French  King. 
Such  were  the  discoveries  which  gave  to  France  the 
country  called  Louisiana,  from  the  Rio  Grande  del 
Norte,  being  the  next  great  river  to  the  west  of  that 
settlement,  along  the  mountains  of  Mexico  and  Spain 
west,  as  the  western  limits,  and  California  as  the 
eastern  boundary.  That  France,  and  all  other  na- 
tions interested  in  its  boundary,  considered  it  in  the 
same  light,  is  ascertained  in  various  ways,  to  the 
conviction  of  the  most  incrediilous. 

In  consequence  of  these  settlements  and  discoveries 
of  the  French,  Louis  XIV".  granted,  by  letters  patent, 
in  the  year  1712,  to  Anthony  Crozat,  the  exclusive 
commerce  of  that  country,  and  defines  its  boundary, 
declaring  that  it  comprehends  all  lands,  coasts,  and 
islands,  situated  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  between  Caro- 
lina on  the  east,  and  Old  and  New  Mexico  on  the 
west.  The  French  title  to  these  boundaries  is  further 
established  by  the  Chevalier  de  Champigny,  who 
lived  in  the  country,  and  declares  Louisiana  to  ex- 
tend to  the  Rio  Grande  del  Norte,  and  the  mountains 
of  Mexico.  This  appears  to  be  the  opinion  of  other 
writers,  who,  it  is  presumed,  had  the  most  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  subject,  and  among  them  we  find 
that  intelligent  statesman,  the  Count  de  Vergennes, 
in  a  work  entitled  an  Historical  and  Political  Memoir 
of  Louisiana,  where  he  says,  it  is  bounded  by  Florida 
on  the  east,  and  by  Mexico  on  the  west.  The  same 
extent  is  assigned  to  it  by  Don  Antonio  de  Alcedo, 
an  ofiicer  of  high  rank  in  the  service  of  Spain,  en- 
titled "  Diccionario  Geografico  Historico  de  las  lu- 
dias  Occidentals  6  America,"  Don  Thomas  Lopez, 
geographer  to  the  King  of  Spain,  in  a  map  published 
in  1762,  is  of  the  same  opinion,  which  is  supported 
by  the  opinion  of  De  Lisle,  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Paris,  in  the  year  1782. 

Upon  the  testimony  of  so  many  respectable  writers, 
many  of  whom  were  in  the  employment  of  both 
France  and  Spain,  not  to  mention  the  authority  of 


Du  Pratz,  it  is  believed  the  United  States  may  with 
safety  rely,  they  having,  by  the  Treaty  of  Paris  of 
1803,  become  possessed  of  the  French  title.  If,  how- 
ever, there  exists  any  obscurity  in  the  boundary  of 
that  province,  Spain,  with  whom  it  is  supposed  the 
title  conflicts,  has  no  right  to  claim  any  benefit  aris- 
ing from  it,  as  all  the  writers  and  geographers  above 
referred  to  agree  in  fixing  Mexico,  New  Spain,  the 
Rio  Grande  del  Norte,  and  the  mountains  of  Mexico, 
as  the  true  boundary  anterior  to  the  treaty  of  1763. 
If  she,  then,  by  treaty,  obtained  from  Francef  that 
country,  with  these  limits,  as  asserted  by  France,  and 
different  ones  not  being  stipulated  for  by  her,  she 
cannot  now,  with  any  shadow  of  justice,  propose 
others.  Moreover,  Spain,  by  the  Treaty  of  St.  Me- 
fonso,  retroceded  this  same  country  to  France,  with 
the  same  extent  of  boundary  it  had  when  originally 
in  her  possession,  thereby  confirming  to  France, 
without  doubt,  all  she  originally  claimed  particularly, 
as  no  notice  is  there  taken  of  the  invalidity  of  the 
original  French  title  to  the  full  extent  of  their  claim ; 
at  all  events,  it  is  believed,  if  there  was  difficulty  in 
regard  to  it,  during  this  last  transfer  would  have  been 
the  time  to  adjust  it ;  or,  by  the  law  of  nations,  it  is 
thought,  as  well  as  candor  and  good  faith,  she  has 
not,  or  ought  not,  to  be  permitted  to  insist  upon  other 
boundaries.  That  law,  in  one  place,  declares,  that 
"  if  the  party  making  them  (meaning  grants  or  ces- 
sions) fails  to  express  himself  clearly  and  plainly,  it 
is  the  worse  for  him  ;  he  cannot  be  allowed  to  intro- 
duce, subsequently,  restrictions  which  he  has  not 
expressed." 

It  is  proper,  before  this  part  of  the  subject  is  passed 
over,  to  remark,  that,  from  the  examination  of  the 
best  records  of  the  times,  from  the  discovery  of  Amer- 
ica until  the  year  1763,  the  buH  of  the  Pope  rather 
gave  a  title  to  the  country,  the  coast  of  which  had 
been  examined  by  the  Spaniards,  than  confirmed,  be- 
yond the  participation  of  other  nations,  the  hemi- 
sphere west  of  the  Azores ;  but,  where  an  extensive 
coast  had  been  discovered  by  them,  and  no  settle- 
ment attempted  previous  to  1763,  that  coast,  and  its 
extended  interior,  has  been  considered  the  property 
of  the  nation  so  discovering  it ;  or  discovering  the  in- 
terior, the  unoccupied  coasts  becomes  a  part. 

Great  Britain,  as  was  her  interest,  maintained  for 
a  long  time  the  old  notion  of  a  right  to  grant  by 
charter  all  the  countries  from  sea  to  sea,  where  it  did 
not  interfere  with  the  territory  of  any  Christian 
Prince  or  people ;  and  her  obstinate  adherence  to 
that  system  is  considered  as  largely  contributing  to 
the  production  of  the  war  of  1755,  when  she  was  op- 
posed by  France  and  Spain,  as  granting  away  almost 
all  Mexico  and  the  French  possessions,  both  claiming 
much  of  the  intermediate  country,  and  the  coast  of 
the  Pacific.  Great  Britain,  at  the  close  of  that  war, 
abandoned  her  pretensions,  and  gave  manifestatioDS 
of  her  sincerity,  by  revoking  the  first  charter  granted 
to  Georgia,  and  in  the  second,  in  1764,  limited  it  to 
the  Mississippi,  and  agreed,  in  1763,  to  limit  her 
whole  territory  to  that  river  in  the  west. 

Where  territory  has  been  acquired,  as  already 
shown,  upon  any  coast,  and  the  same  coast  is  actual- 
ly settled,  or  occupied  by  another  power,  at  such  a 
distance  as  not  manifestly  to  encroach  upon  the  first, 
the  point  equidistant  from  either  is  considered  as  the 
utmost  limits  of  each.  This  principle,  it  is  believed, 
was  fixed  and  settled  by  all  the  most  important 
treaties  which  have  engaged  the  powers  of  Europe 
in  affairs  appertaiuing,  in  any  way,  to  possessions  in 
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this  country,  and,  it  is  beliered,  was  acted  upon  and 
sanctioned,  not  only  by  the  treaty  of  1763,  bnt,  in 
some  measure,  by  that  of  Utrecht,  in  1713. 

Spain,  by  virtue  of  her  original  discovery,  and  ac- 
tual settlement  in  Mexico,  together  with  her  title  to 
Louisiana,  claimed  the  Pacific  coast  of  North  Amer- 
ica, as  high  up  as  the  sixtieth  degree  of  north  lati- 
tude ;  and,  to  enforce  her  claim,  in  the  year  1789, 
sent  a  ship-of-war  up  the  coast  to  capture  or  drive 
from  those  waters  several  English  vessels  fitted  out 
in  the  East  Indies  by  English  merchants,  upon  their 
own  authority,  and  at  their  own  risk,  to  trade  with 
the  natives  in  that  quarter.  This  service  was  per- 
formed by  Martinez,  of  His  Catholic  Majesty's  navy ; 
and,  in  the  year  1790,  became  the  subject  of  a  mes- 
sage from  the  British  King  to  his  Parliament.  Al- 
though much  debate  ensued,  and  some  resentment 
was  expressed  towards  Spain  for  her  treatment  of  the 
British  subjects,  who  were  made  prisoners,  yet  no 
claim  was  alleged  on  the  part  of  England  to  teiTitory 
there.  Great  Britain,  in  the  course  of  that  transac- 
tion, seems  to  have  recognized  the  claim  of  Spain, 
and  was  willing  to  treat  for  the  enjoyment  of  privi- 
leges on  that  coast,  which  she  obtaiued,  and  was,  by 
stipulations,  invested  with  the  further  right  to  fish 
even  as  low  down  as  the  Gulf  of  California. 

The  Spanish  monarch,  being  in  possession  of  the 
French  title,  regardless  of  that  which  the  United 
States  had  obtained,  according  to  the  mode  last 
adopted,  felt  great  confidence  in  his  negotiations 
with  the  British  Govermnent,  in  the  year  1790.  But 
the  territory,  the  title  to  which  gave  that  confidence, 
has  since,  by  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  come  into  the  pos- 
session of  the  United  States,  and  it  is  believed  the 
Treaty  of  St.  Udefonso  confirmed  to  France  the  full 
extent  of  boundary  originally  claimed,  Spain  taking 
no  notice  of  the  original  error,  if  any  existed. 

Under  this  view  of  the  case,  the  United  States, 
being  possessed  of  the  title  of  France,  and,  by  a  just 
application  of  the  law  of  nations,  that  of  Spain  too, 
if  she  ever  had  any,  leaves  them  the  undisputed  sov- 
ereignty of  that  coast,  from  the  sixtieth  degree  of 
north  latitude  down  to  thirty-six,  which  is  beheved 
to  be  the  situation  of  the  mountains  of  Mexico,  al- 
luded to  in  aE  the  authors  and  charts  before  referred 
to.  If,  however,  there  should  remain  a,  doubt,  that 
doubt  is  relieved  by  a  reference  to  the  subordinate 
principle  recognized  by  the  Treaties  of  Utrecht  and 
Paris,  in  1763.  Wben  we  know  that  all  the  formali- 
ties deemed  necessary  in  the  possession  of  a  newly 
discovered  country  have  been  compUed  with  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States ;  that,  in  the  years  1785-6, 
an  establishment  was  made  at  the  mouth  of  the  Co- 
lumbia Eiver,  by  Mr.  Hendricks,  the  full  and  entire 
benefit  of  whose  courage,  enterprise,  and  success,  re- 
sults to  this  Union ;  and  that  at  a  later  day,  in  1805, 
Messrs.  Lewis  and  Clark,  in  executing  the  desires  of 
this  Government,  again  visited  the  Columbia  and  the 
Western  ocean,  twelve  miles  from  which  they  built 
Fort  Clotsop,  yet  to  be  seen — these  estahhshments 
made  by  the  United  States,  not  so  near  the  settle- 
ments of  California  as  mojiifestly  to  encroach  upon 
them,  entitle  them  to  the  whole  country  north  of  Co- 
lumbia Kiver.  And,  in  applying  the  principle  known 
to  govern  in  such  cases,  the  point  equidistant  from 
the  Spanish  actual  settlements  and  the  mouth  of  that 
river  is  the  true  point  at  which  a  line  drawn  sepa^ 
rating  the  two  countries  should  commence.  The  ac- 
tual settlements  of  Spain  are  believed  to  have  been, 
at  that  time,  upon  the  Colorado  of  California,  in  lati- 


tude 32°  north ;  but,  even  supposing  the  point  to  be 
the  extreme  south  of  the  claim  of  the  United  States, 
which  is  believed  to  he  36°,  then  the  line  of  separa- 
tion would  fall  at  4:1°.  And,  if  any  doubt  arose  as 
to  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  full  extent 
of  the  Spanish  title,  to  the  north  of  Fort  Clotsop,  so 
high  as  60  degrees  of  latitude,  there  could  remain  no 
doubt  as  far  as  the  equidistant  point,  which  would 
be  at  the  completion  of  the  63d  degree  of  latitude, 
leaving  us  twelve  degrees  of  coast  on  that  ocean. 

From  every  information  that  can  be  obtained, 
worthy  to  be  relied  upon,  our  coast  on  the  Pacific, 
for  years  past,  has  beeriithe  theatre  of  much  individ- 
ual enterprise,  stimulated  by  the  rich  returns  of  nu- 
merous whale  ships,  and  the  great  profit  of  the  fur 
trade,  together  with  the  flattering  accounts  of  Messrs. 
Lewis  and  Clark,  relative  to  the  resources  of  the  in- 
terior, though  no  regular  trade  or  well-organized 
system  of  commerce  existed  until  the  year  1810,  ia 
the  course  of  which  year  a  vessel  was  fitted  out  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  well  supplied  with  provisions  and 
seed  of  every  description  necessary  in  a  permanent 
occupation  of  the  coast,  which  they  contemplated. 
This  little  colony  consisted  of  a  hundred  and  twenty 
men  when  it  arrived  in  the  Columbia ;  and  after  as- 
certaining its  soundings,  they  removed  some  miles 
above  Fort  Clotsop,  and  built  the  town  of  Astoria, 
where  a  portion  of  them  cultivated  the  soil,  whilst 
the  others  engaged  in  the  fur  trade  with  the  natives. 
The  soil  was  found  to  be  rich,  and  well  adapted  to 
the  culture  of  all  the  useful  vegetables  found  in  any 
part  of  the  United  States ;  as  turnips,  potatoes, 
onions,  rye,  wheat,  melons  of  various  kinds,  cucum- 
bers, and  every  species  of  pease.  In  the  course  of  a 
year  or  two,  it  was  believed  their  interest  would  be 
promoted  by  cultivating  and  securing  the  friendship 
and  confidence  of  the  tribes  inhabiting  the  waters  of 
that  great  river ;  to  which  end,  the  town  of  Astoria 
was  maintained  by  about  thirty  men,  whilst  the  rest 
estabhshed  themselves  at  five  other  points,  to  become 
fixed  stations,  to  raise  their  own  vegetables,  trade 
with  the  natives,  and  receive  supplies  of  merchandise 
from  the  general  depot  of  Astoria,  and  to  return  to  it 
the  fruits  of  their  labor.  One  of  these  subordinate 
estathshments  appears  to  have  been  at  the  mouth  of 
Lewis's  Eiver ;  one  at  Lantou ;  a  third  on  the  Colxmi- 
bia,  six  hundred  miles  from  the  ocean,  at  the  conflu- 
ence of  the  Wantana  Eiver ;  a  fourth  on  the  east  fork 
of  Lewis's  River :  and  the  fiith  on  the  Multnomah. 
Thus  situated,  this  enterprising  little  colony  succeed- 
ed well  in  all  their  undertakings,  nor  met  with  but 
one  misfortune,  which -seemed  to  partake  largely  of 
that  kind  which  had,  for  a  long  time,  so  certainly 
and  so  unseen,  been  inflicted  upon  our  Western  in- 
habitants ;  this  was  the  loss  of  the  Tonquin,  a  vessel 
they  had  taken  from  New  York,  whilst  trading  down 
the  coast,  where,  in  time  past,  she  had  been,  in  com- 
mon with  the  ships  of  some  European  Powers,  enjoy- 
ing the  friendship  and  confidence  of  the  natives.  TMs 
confidence  had  by  some  means  been  destroyed,  and, 
whilst  they  induced  many  of  the  ship's  company  to 
go  on  shore,  many  of  their  own  number  went  on 
board  the  ship,  and  suddenly  attacking  the  crew,  the 
whole  were  destroyed,  as  well  as  the  vessel.  This, 
thouo-h  a  great  affliction  to  the  survivors  on  the  Co- 
lumbia, did  not  dishearten  them,  as  other  vessels 
were  expected  soon  to  arrive,  and,  with  these  expec- 
tations, they  continued  their  trade,  which,  becoming 
profitable,  they  were  the  less  inclined  to  abandon. 
But  the  operations  of  the  war  of  1812,  which  took 


78 


ABKIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  OF  E.] 


Occupation  of  the  Columbia  River. 


[Jawjaey,  182 


place  between  tlie  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
were  destined  to  mar  their  prosperity.  That  Gov- 
ernment, it  appears,  despatched  a  vessel  of  war  called 
the  Raccoon,  to  destroy  or  possess  Astoria,  which,  by 
the  assistance  of  the  Indians,  influenced  by  the 
Northwest  and  Hudson's  Bay  Companies  of  fur 
traders,  they  were  easily  enabled  to  do ;  and  have, 
from  that  period  to  the  present  time,  continued  to  re- 
side at  it,  as  well  as  on  the  river  above,  though  a 
messenger  or  agent  was  sent  by  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  to  receive,  and  did  receive,  that  post 
from  them,  at  the  close  of  the  late  war. 

From  every  reflection  which  the  committee  have 
been  able  to  bestow  upon  the  facts  connected  with 
this  subject,  they  are  inclined  to  believe  the  Colum- 
bia, in  a  commercial  point  of  view,  a  position  of  the 
utmost  importance ;  the  fisheries  on  that  coast,  its 
open  sea,  and  its  position  in  regard  to  China,  which 
offers  the  best  market  for  the  vast  quantities  of  furs 
taken  in  those  regions,  and  our  increasing  trade 
throughout  that  ocean,  seems  to  demand  immediate 
attention. 

The  fur  of  every  country  which  has  produced  it, 
has  been  ever  esteemed  one  of  its  most  valuable  com- 
modities, and  has  long  held  a  rank  among  the  most 
profitable  articles  of  commerce  ;  it  was  much  sought 
for  even  in  the  days  of  Tatila,  a  Visigoth,  who 
reigned  in  Italy  about  the  year  522,  at  which  time 
they  drew  their  supplies  from  the  Suethons,  who  in- 
habited that  part  of  Europe  called  Sweden.  The 
Welsh  set  a  high  value  on  them  as  early  as  the  time 
of  Howel  Dda,  in  940,  and,  from  its  being  first  an 
article  of  dress,  used  only  by  the  poorer  class  of  the 
community,  it  by  gradually  extending  itself  came  to 
be  one  of  luxury  of  the  highest  value,  in  which  kings 
and  princes  vied  with  each  other  in  their  costly  mag- 
nificence and  display ;  their  clothes  were  not  only 
fashioned  of  them,  but  even  their  tents  were  lined 
with  the  finest  varieties.  Such  was  the  display  of 
the  Cham  of  Tartary,  when  he  was  visited  in  his  tent 
by  Marco  Polo,  about  the  year  1252.  It  had  become 
so  much  in  use,  and  so  high  in  price,  that  Edward 
HI.,  in  the  year  1337,  deemed  it  expedient  to  pro- 
hibit its  use  to  any  but  those  who  could  afibrd  to 
spend  a  hundred  pounds  a  year,  without  detriment 
to  their  property.  At  that  day,  having  exhausted 
those  parts  of  Europe  which  had  supplied  them,  the 
price  increasing  with  a  growing  demand,  they  were 
obliged  to  seek  them  elsewhere,  and  procured  their 
supplies  from  the  north  of  Asia.  This,  for  a  long 
time,  poured  into  the  adjoining  parts  of  Europe,  im- 
mense sums,  as  it  was  in  that  direction  they  were 
brought  to  market.  This  trade,  so  valuable  to  that 
part  of  the  world,  had  no  competition,  nor  were  other 
sources  of  supply  even  known  until  Francis  I.  of 
France,  in  the  year  1514,  sent  Jacques  Curtis,  of  St. 
Maloes,  to  make  discoveries  iu  this  country.  That 
gentleman  entered  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  exchanged 
his  merchandise  for  fur,  which  was  the  commence- 
ment of  a  feeble  trade,  that  was  continued  until  the 
year  1608,  when  Samuel  Champlarn  went  some  dis- 
tance up  that  river,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  the 
town  of  Quebec,  as  a  trading  establishment,  and 
commenced  a  system  which,  however,  did  not  greatly 
flourish  until  about  the  year  1649.  But  very  soon 
after  that  country  came  into  the  possession  of  Eng- 
land, this  trade  was  cherished  and  greatly  increased, 
and  the  dominion  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  enabled  her 
not  only  to  supply  Russia  itself,  and  all  Enrop^hut 
even  to  send  it  to  Turkey,  and  round  tlie  Cape  of 


Good  Hope,  to  distant  China.  That  trade  which  hn 
destroyed  all  competition,  and,  in  the  hands  of  wel 
regulated  companies,  was  capable  of  enriching  a 
empire,  had  yielded  a  part  of  its  profits  to  the  ski 
and  industry  of  individuals  upon  our  western  shore 
that  skill  and  that  industry  has  vrithered,  not  for  th 
want  of  fostering  care,  but  justice  and  protection. 

The  fur  trade  of  Canada  has  long  been  conducts 
by  well-organized  companies;  and,  although  thej 
encounter  infinite  difficijties,  yet  the  great  profit  o 
their  business  enables  them  to  overcome  them,  am 
to  divide  a  considerable  percentage.  All  those  arti- 
cles intended  as  supplies  for  the  Indians  are  shipped 
at  Montreal  and  carried  far  into  the  interior,  throagl 
lakes,  and  rivers,  and  diiEcult  streams,  until  thej 
arrive  even  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Bocky  Mountaim. 
The  increasing  wealth  derived  from  this  source,  in- 
duced a  large  increase  of  capital,  and  corresponding 
exertions  to  obtain  a  more  extensive  knowledge  of 
the  rivers  and  lakes  through  which  their  merchan- 
dise was  to  be  carried,  and  a  more  extensive  acquaint- 
ance with  the  natives,  among  whom  they  were  even- 
tually to  be  disposed  of  for  ftirs,  the  produce  of  the 
labor  of  the  savage.  With  views  of  this  kind,  small 
parties  have  been  despatched,  at  different  times,  from 
the  year  1774  until  the  year  1793,  to  examine  tho 
rivers  of  the  West.  At  the  period  last  mentioned, 
one  of  those  parties,  under  the  direction  of  Alexander 
McKenzie,  penetrated  even  to  the  Western  ocean, 
thereby  greatly  adding  to  their  stock  of  useful  knowl- 
edge in  that  branch  of  commerce,  which  they  have 
not  failed  duly  to  appreciate.  Notwithstanding  the 
great  difliculties  which  the  British  furriers  encounter, 
from  the  embarrassment  of  their  commerce  by  their 
diflerent  systems  of  exclusive  privilege,  these  com- 
panies find  it  a  source  of  vast  profit,  far  exceeding 
any  thing  known  in  the  United  States;  this,  too, 
when  the  merchandise  is  so  much  advanced  in  price, 
from  the'  distance  and  the  numerous  obstructions. 
The  enhanced  value  of  the  articles,  and  their  diffi- 
culties in  transporting  them,  may  be  fully  understood, 
when  it  is  known  the  tract  of  transport  is  equal  to 
three  or  four  thousand  miles,  through  more  than 
sixty  lakes,  some  of  them  very  considerable  in  extent, 
and  numerous  rivers,  and  the  means  of  transportation 
are  bark  canoes.  Furthermore,  these  waters  are  in- 
terrupted in  at  least  a  hundred  places,  by  falls  and 
rapids,  along  which  the  trader  has  to  carry  his  mer- 
chandise on  his  back,  and  over  a  hundred  and  thirty 
carrying  places,  from  twenty  or  thirty  yards  in  ex- 
tent to  thirteen  miles,  where  both  canoe  and  cargo 
have  to  be  conveyed  by  the  same  means. 

These  are  some  of  the  obstructions  which  the 
Northwest  Company  encounter :  yet  their  exports 
from  Quebec  alone  are  valued  at  more  than  a  million 
of  dollars  annually,  without  reference  to  those  brought 
to  the  United  States,  and  shipped  from  New  York  and 
Philadelphia  direct  to  China,  rather  than  incur  the 
cost  and  delay  in  procuring  them  a  passage  to  Lon- 
don and  thence  to  India,  in  the  ships  of  the  East  India 
Company.  Indeed,  it  appears  that  many  of  the  goodi 
of  that  company,  destined  for  this  trade,  particularl] 
on  the  coast  of  the  Pacific,  are  shipped  to  Boston,  am 
immediately  reshipped  in  American  vessels,  for  thi 
benefit  of  drawback.  These  vessels  are  sometime 
employed  to  make  a  voyage  for  them  from  the  moutl 
of  Columbia  to  Canton.  To  illustrate  more  fully  th 
increasing  value  of  this  trade,  it  is  only  necessary  t 
observe,  that  from  Quebec,  in  1803,  there  were  es 
ported  the  skins  of  six  hundred  and  fifty  thousan 
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seven  hxindred  and  twenty-nine  quadrupeds,  ninety- 
three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight  of 
■which  were  the  heaver.  Since  that  time  they  have 
extended  their  trade  beyond  the  Eocky  Mountaios, 
and  have,  as  has  already  been  observed,  established 
themselves  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia.  The 
amount  of  their  export  from  that  port  cannot  be  as- 
certained, but  it  is  thought  to  be  of  great  value. 
The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  is  believed  to  be  con- 
siderable, and,  from  a.,  state  of  former  depression,  is 
fast  becoming  the  rival  of  the  other,  but  for  several 
years  past  have  withdrawn  their  traders  from  the 
west  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains ;  they  have  fewer 
difficulties  to  overcome  in  arriving  at  the  highest 
point  of  navigation  than  the  Northwest  Company. 
Their  route  is  through  the  Hudson's  Bay,  the  Nelson 
River,  to  Lake  Winnipeg ;  thence,  by  passing  other 
lakes,  they  ascend  the  Red  River  to  their  establish- 
ment, which  is  within  ninety  miles  of  the  Missouri 
River,  at  a  point  called  the  Mandan  villages.  This 
river  takes  its  rise  in  the  Eocky  Mountains,  in  about 
the  forty-third  degree  of  latitude,  and  observes  a 
course  north  and  northeast  towards  Hudson's  Bay, 
until  it  arrives  at  the  Mandan  viHages,  a  distance  of 
nearly  twelve  hundred  miles,  when  it  turns  short  to 
the  south,  without  any  apparent  cause,  and  joins  the 
Mississippi ;  the  water  running  to  the  Hudson's  Bay 
at  that  point,  approaching  within  one  mile,  and  no 
hill  or  high  ground  to  separate  them,  of  any  magni- 
tude. Yet,  notwithstanding  the  many  advantages 
which  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  possessed  over  the 
Northwest  Company,  the  Earl  of  Selkirk,  the  patron 
of  the  former,  and  a  man  of  uncommon  enterprise, 
was  exceedingly  desirous  to  obtain  the  privilege  of 
supplying  his  establishments  upon  the  Red  Eiver,  by 
ascending  the  Mississippi  to  the  St.  Peter's ;  thence  to 
its  source  in  Stone  Lake ;  then,  by  a  short  portage, 
through  open  woods  and  a  level  country,  to  his  sta- 
tions ;  or,  taking  the  route  by  the  Missouri  to  the 
Mandan  villages,  thence  by  a  portage  of  ninety  miles, 
to  his  place  of  destination.  The  exports  of  this  com- 
pany, for  a  short  time  past,  have  been  very  little  less 
than  those  of  the  Northwest  Company. 

The  committee,  from  carefully  examining  all  the 
facts  connected  with  the  subject  referred  to  them,  are 
well  persuaded  that  the  situation  of  the  United  States 
is  such  as  to  enable  it  to  possess  all  the  benefits  de- 
rived from  this  trade,  which,  in  the  hands  of  others, 
amounts  to  millions ;  many  of  whose  trading  estab- 
lishments east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  are  within  the 
acknowledged  limits  of  this  Eepublic,  as  fixed  by  the 
Convention  of  London  of  the  20th  of  October,  1818 ; 
and,  it  is  believed,  that  no  power,  with  the  exception 
of  Spain,  has  any  just  claim  to  territory  west  of  them, 
or  on  the  Pacific.  The  dependence  for  subsistence  of 
many  of  those  establishments,  is  upon  the  buffalo 
beef  hunted  by  the  Assiniboin  Indians,  who  inhabit 
the  country  between  the  river  of  that  name  and  the 
Missouri;  their  hunting  ground  is  far  within  our 
boundary.  To  succeed  in  procuring  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States  all  the  wealth  flowing  from  this 
source,  it  is  only  necessary  to  occupy  vrith  a  small 
trading  guard  the  most  northeastern  point  upon  the 
Missouri  Eiver,  and  confine  the  foreigners  to  their  own 
territory ;  at  the  same  time  oftcupying,  with  a  similar 
guard,  the  mouth  of  Columbia.  The  great  profit  de- 
rived from  this  trade  by  the  Canadian  companies, 
when  we  know  the  distance  and  obstructions  in  their 
rivers,  and  in  the  various  streams  they  ascend  in  car- 
rying it  on,  the  advance  of  price  consequent  upon  it 


becomes  rather  a  matter  of  amazement  than  other- 
wise, and  inclines  us  to  examine  our  own  rivers  with 
a  view  to  the  same  object.  Instead,  however,  of 
those  formidable  obstructions,  we  find  a  smooth  and 
deep  river,  nmning  through  a  boundless  extent  of  the 
most  fertile  soil  on  this  continent,  containing  within 
its  limits  all  those  valuable  furs  which  have  greatly 
enriched  others ;  a  certain,  safe,  and  easy  navigation, 
with  a  portage  of  only  two  hundred  miles,  uniting  it 
with  another  river,  equally  smooth,  deep,  and  certain, 
running  to  the  great  Western  ocean.  Thus  are  those 
two  great  oceans  separated  by  a  single  portage  of  two 
hundred  miles !  The  practicability  of  a  speedy,  safe, 
and  easy  communication  with  the  Pacific,  is  no  longer 
a  matter  of  doubt  or  conjecture :  from  information 
not  to  be  doubted,  the  Eocky  Mountains  at  this  time, 
in  several  places,  are  so  smooth  and  open,  that  the 
labor  of  ten  men  for  twenty  days  would  enable  a 
wagon  with  its  usual  freight  to  pass  with  great  facil- 
ity from  the  navigable  water  of  the  Missouri  to  that 
of  the  Columbia ;  the  actual  distance  from  river  to 
river  several  hundred  miles  from  their  source,  that  is, 
from  the  great  Falls  of  Missouri  to  the  fork  of  Clark's 
River,  is  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  miles ;  the  dis- 
tance, therefore,  of  two  hundred  miles  is  to  good 
navigation  on  the  Columbia,  which  is  the  only  river 
of  any  magnitude  upon  that  whole  coast,  north  of  the 
Colorado  of  California,  though  there  are  several  good 
harbors,  secure  and  safe  for  vessels  of  any  size. 

The  region  of  country  from  the  ocean  to  the  head 
of  tide  water,  which  is  about  two  hundred  miles,  is 
heavily  timbered,  with  a  great  variety  of  wood  well 
calculated  for  shipbuilding,  and  every  species  of  cab- 
inet or  carpenter's  work ;  though  there  is  a  heavily 
timbered  country  thence  for  two  hundred  miles  fur- 
ther, yet  it  is  of  a  lesser  growth,  and  quahty  not  so 
durable :  at  that  point  commences  the  plain  country, 
when  the  soil  becomes  more  thin,  and  almost  without 
wood,  until  it  arrives  at  the  table  lands  below  the 
mountain.  Though  the  soil  of  this  region  is  not  so 
good  as  in  any  other  part  of  this  great  valley,  yet  it 
produces  grass  of  the  finest  quahty,  and  is  emphati- 
cally called  the  region  favorable  to  the  production  of 
the  horse ;  this  noble  animal,  so  far  surpassing  aU 
others  in  usefulness,  courage,  and  swiftness,  is  here 
produced  in  greater  perfection  than  even  in  Andalusia 
or  Virginia.  But,  independent  of  aU  the  wealth 
which  may  be  derived  from  the  fiir  trade  of  that 
river  and  the  Missouri,  the  security,  too,  which  the 
peace  of  this  coimtry  would  find  in  the  influence 
which  the  American  traders  would  obtain  over  the 
native,  is  the  increasing  commerce  in  the  Western 
ocean.  There  is  no  employment  so  well  calculated 
to  make  good  seamen  as  the  whale  fisheries,  which 
are  known  to  be  more  profitable  on  this  coast  than 
any  other ;  at  the  same  time,  the  oil  is  far  preferable 
to  that  taken  on  any  other  coast,  being  clear  and 
transparent  as  rock  water.  While  so  many  of  our 
citizens  are  industriously  engaged  in  the  various 
branches  of  trade  in  those  seas,  more  valuable  to  this 
country,  it  is  believed,  than  any  other :  while  all  na- 
tions who  have  claims  upon  that  coast,  and  some  who 
have  none,  are  anxious  to  occupy  some  position  upon 
it,  even  at  a  vast  expense,  to  enable  them  to  partici- 
pate in  its  benefits,  we  have  neglected  to  extend  to  it 
any  portion  of  our  care,  though  it  appears,  from  the 
best  information,  that  there  is  at  this  time  eight  mil- 
lions of  property  owned  by  citizens  of  this  Republic 
in  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

Russia,  whose  dominions  on  the  Asiatic  coast  oc- 
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cupy  nearly  the  same  position  upon  that  side  which 
ours  do  on  this,  has  long  been  well  informed  of  the 
great  and  increasing  value  of  that  commerce ;  and 
while  she  has  been  nowhere  risible,  not  eyen  to  the 
powers  of  Europe,  only  as  she  has  of  late  taken  part 
in   a  few  memorable  enterprises,  she  has  been  felt 
everyivhere.     No  labor,  care,  or  expense  is  avoided 
to   make  tributary  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe ; 
forts,   magazines,  towns,   cities,  and  trade,  seem  to 
arise  on  the  coast  as  if  by  magic ;  with  an  army  of  a 
million  of  men,  she  sits  not  only  in  proud  security  as 
it  regards  Europe,  and  menaces  the  Turk,  the  Per- 
sian, the  Japanese,  and  Chinese,  but  even  the  King 
of  Spain's  dominions  in  North  America  are  equally 
easy  of  access,  and  equally  exposed  to  her  fearfiil 
weight  of  power.     Her  watchfiiness  is  ever  in  ad- 
vance in  discerning  the  most  practicable  avenues  to 
profitable  commerce.     In  the  midst  of  all  her  busy 
aiTangements  she  has  not  neglected  the  opportunity 
of  possessing  herself  of  two  important  stations  on  the 
American  shore  of  the  Pacific — the  one  at  a  place 
called  New  Archangel,  in  about  59  degrees  of  north 
latitude,  the  other  at  Bodiga  Bay,  in  latitude  38  de- 
grees, 34  minutes.     At  the  former  of  these  military 
positions,  for  the  protection  of  her  commerce,  it  is 
presumed,  she  has  incurred  much  expense,  and  built 
a  fort  of  great  strength,  situated  upon  one  of  the  best 
harbors  on  the  coast,  standing  upon  a  point  of  land 
projecting  into  the  little  bay,  giving  something  of  the 
appearance  of  a  conical  island  in  the  centre  of  it ; . 
this  fort  is  well  supplied  at  aU  times  with  provisions 
and  military  stores,  mounting  one  hundred  and  twenty 
cannon,  canying  balls  from  eighteen  to  twenty-four 
pounds  weight.     That  at  Bodiga  is  well  constructed 
and  supplied  with  cannon,  and  has  a  good  harbor ;  at 
this  point  they  have  ammunition  and  merchandise  in 
abundance,  and  find  the  Indian  trade  at  this  post  as 
well  as  New  Archangel  very  considerable  ;  besides 
the  fine  condition  of  this  fort  and  its  defences,  they 
have  many  field-pieces,  some  of  brass,  of  the  finest 
construction,  in  good  order  and  well  mounted. 

All  these  supplies  have  been  conveyed  to  those 
places  through  immense  oceans,  round  Cape  Horn, 
which  would  have  appalled  any  but  Eussian  policy 
and  perseverance. 

The  Ught  articles  destined  for  this  trade  are  trans- 
ported from  St.  Petersburg  in  sledges,  which  wfll  per- 
form in  three  months  that  which  would  require  two 
summers  of  water-conveyance  to  effect ;  their  com- 
munications are  open  to  Kamschatka,  to  Fort  St. 
Peter  and  St.  Paul,  by  Okhotsk,  in  the  Pacific^ 
where  they  have  the  finest  harbor  in  the  world  ;  the 
distance  is  estimated  at  ten  thousand  miles.  The 
nation  which  can  encounter  such  journeys  as  these, 
often  through  seas  of  ice,  and  storms  of  snow  so  terri- 
ble as  to  obscnre  an  object  beyond  the  distance  of  a 
few  paces,  to  prosecute  any  branch  of  commerce, 
must  be  well  and  fully  informed  of  its  value.  That 
the  objects  she  has  in  view  may  not,  by  any  event,  be 
taken  from  her  grasp,  after  encountering  such  vast 
difficulties,  she  has  found  it  expedient  to  occupy  one 
of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  which  not  only  enables  her 
eflPectuallyto  maintaki  her  positions,  but  to  command 
the  whole  northern  part  of  the  Pacific  Ocean.  These 
islands,  lying  just  within  the  tropics,  in  the  direct 
course  from  the  Ipwer  coast  of  North  America  to 
Canton,  are  well  supplied  not  only  with  all  the  fruits 
of  that  climate,  but  with  every  vegetable  and  animal 
known  in  this  country. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  among  other  advan- 


tages which  the  Russian  position  on  the  opposit 
coast  possesses,  is,  that  a  voyage  from  Kamtschatki 
to  Japan  can  be  made  in  an  open  boat,  as  it  is  a  con 
tinned  chain  of  Islands  from  the  Okhotsk  sea  mitil  i 
arrives  at  its  place  of  destination. 

Your  committee  are  well  persuaded  that,  by  a  lit- 
tle care  and  small  expense,  the  citizens  of  this  Re- 
public might  reap  all  the  benefits  of  this  trade,  nol 
only  profitable  now,  but  from  every  view  of  the  sub- 
ject  there  is  a  strong  probability  that  it  will  increase 
for  many  years. 

Were  an  establishment  made  at  the  month  of  Co- 
lumbia, which  should  be  allowed  to  take  with  them 
their  women  and  children,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of 
success,  as  so  many  years'  experience  of  the  English 
fur  companies  have  amply  shown  this  mode  has  the 
most  powerful  effect  in  separating  the  minds  of  the 
men  from  pursuits  which  often  in  frontier  countries 
lead  to  strife,  as  it  gives  them  a  local  interest  and 
feeling,  and  makes  them  even  more  vigilant  and  pru- 
dent in  the  discharge  of  all  their  duties.    It  is  be- 
lieved that  population  could  be  easily  acquired  from 
China,  by  which  the  arts  of  peace  would  at  once 
acquire  strength  and  influence,  and  make  visible  to 
the  aborigines   the   maimer  in  which  their  wants 
could  be  supplied.     The  coast  of  the  Pacific  is,  in  ite 
climate,  more  mild  than  any  part  of  the  continent  in 
the  same  parallel,  and  many  vegetables  on  that  shore 
grow  in  great  abundance  in  the  native  forests,  which 
are  likewise  natives  of  China. 
'    'It  is  known  that  when  the  Spanish  Government,  in 
1789,  sent  their  ships  of  war  up  the  coast  to  capture 
the  British  vessels  which  were  intruding,  they  found 
seventy  Chinese,  whom  the  English  had  procured  to 
emigrate,  that  they  might  be  employed  in  the  me- 
chanic arts ;  and,  though  the  people  of  that  country 
evince  no  disposition  to  emigrate  to  the  territory  of 
adjoining  princes,  it  is  believed  they  would  willingly, 
nay,  gladly,  embrace  the  opportunity  of  a  home  in 
America,  where  they  have  no  prejudices,  no  fears,  no 
restraint  in  opinion,  labor,  or  religion. 

The  committee  cannot  doubt  that  an  establishment 
made  on  the  Pacific  would  essentially  benefit  the 
natives,  whilst  it  would  give  this  country  tiie  advan- 
tage of  all  its  own  treasures,  which  otherwise  must  be 
lost  forever,  or  rather  never  enjoyed ;  and,  from  all 
that  can  be  ascertained  relative  to  its  present  and  in- 
creasing value,  of  more  profit  to  this  country  than 
the  mines  of  Potosi. 

From  the  best  information  which  can  be  had,  it 
appears  that  the  Indian  trade  on  the  Missouri,  below 
the  Mandan  villages,  is  worth  about  |120,000,  and 
that  on  the  Mississippi  is  valued  at  $250,000,  making 
the  sum  of  .J370,000  annuaUy.  They  have  reflected 
upon  this  trade,  and  that  prosecuted  by  the  whalers 
on  that  coast,  and  are  irresistibly  drawn  to  the  con- 
clusion, that  they  are  the  most  valuable  to  this  na- 
tion, and  demand  its  care  and  attention  in  a  high 
degree.  This  trade,  unlike  any  other,  originates  its 
own  capital,  and  may  fairly  be  said  to  bring  into  the 
United  States  $370,000  every  year,  where  not  one 
doHar  previously  existed,  and  adds  that  much  to  tie 
wealth  of  the  community  as  decidedly  as  though  it 
had  been  fished  from  the  bottom  of  the  rivers  in  gold 
and  silver,  as  it  is  in  the  market  of  China,  or  any 
other  market,  capable  of  purchasing  as  much;  and 
it,  with  that  amount  in  furs,  a  vessel  should  sail  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  to  Canton,  which  is  a 
voyage  of  from  fifty  to  seventy  days,  she  would  re- 
turn with  that  in  exchange  which  would  sell  for  per- 
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haps  doiiHo  that  amount,  thereby  contributing  to  the 
comfort,  enjoyment,  and  accommodation  of  the  com- 
mtmity,  $740,000,  which  is  the  result  not  of  a  profit- 
able voyage,  hut  a  creative  trade. 

It  is  believed  that  a  shipment  of  tobacco,  flour,  or 
cotton,  bears  no  comparison,  in  point  of  profit,  with 
this,  as  they  are  properly  the  rough  manufactures  of 
the  country,  and  the  result  of  xjonsiderable  capital, 
and  the  cargo  brought  back  in  return  for  them,  in 
European  or  other  fabrics,  is  only  an  increased  value 
they  receive  by  being  exported  and  returned  to  us  in 
that  shape.  Hence,  the  exportation  of  |370,000 
worth  of  tobacco  or  cotton,  should  it  return  to  us 
$740,000  in  European  silk  and  cloth,  is  stiU  the  orig- 
inal cargo  of  tobacco  or  cotton,  as  nothing  but  these 
have  been  paid  for  them ;  but,  in  the  first  instance, 
he  who  manufactures  either  the  tobacco,  flour,  or  cot- 
ton, is  compelled  to  take  into  consideration  the  capi- 
tal employed,  and  then  the  balance  is  his  gain ;  but 
in  the  fur  trade  and  the  whale  fisheries,  there  is  in 
the  one  little  capital,  in  the  other  none. 

Under  the  strongest  belief  that  by  a  new  organiza- 
tion of  the  system  of  Indian  trade,  comprehending 
a  settlement  on  the  Columbia  Eiver,  ^eat  benefits 
would  result  to  the  citizens  of  the  Kepuhlic,  whilst 
the  aborigines  would  be  better  protected  and  provided 
for  by  instructing  them  in  agriculture  and  the  minor 
branches  of  the  mechanic  arts,  the  committee  ask 
leave  to  report  a  bill. 


Monday,  January  29. 
Namal  Peace  Establishment. 

Mr.  Baebotje,  from  the  Oommittee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  who  were  instructed,  on  the  11th  in- 
stant, to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  limiting 
by  law  the  number  of  seamen,  ordinary  sea- 
men, and  boys,  to  be  annually  employed  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  also  into  the 
expediency  of  reducing  the  number  now  actu- 
ally in  service,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which 
was  read,  and  committed  to  the  Oommittee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  the  3d  of 
March,  1801,  a  Naval  Peace  Establishment  was  fixed 
by  law,  providing  the  number  of  ships  which  should 
he  kept  in  constant  service,  in  time  of  peace,  and  that 
the  residue  should  be  laid  up  in  ordinary,  with  a  sail- 
ing-master, certain  petty  officers,  seamen,  and  ma- 
rines attached  to  each  vessel  thus  laid  up  ;  authoriz- 
ing the  President  to  officer  and  man  the  vessels  to  be 
retained  in  actual  service,  as  he  might  direct,  limit- 
ing him,  however,  to  two-thirds  of  the  then  present 
complement-  of  seamen  and  ordinary  seamen,  (by 
which  the  committee  understand  the  two-thirds  of 
the  then  fall  crews  of  the  ships  retained;)  limiting  the 
number  of  captains,  lieutenants,  and  midshipmen,  to 
be  retained  in  the  navy  service  in  time  of  peace,  and 
authorizing  the  President  to  discharge  all  the  other 
officers  in  the  navy  service  of  the  United  States. 
That,  by  another  act  of  Congress,  approved  April 
2l3t,  1806,  the  President  was  authorized  to  keep  in 
actual  service,  in  time  of  peace,  as  many  of  the  frig- 
ates and  other  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  as, 
in  his  judgment,  the  nature  of  the  service  might  re- 
quire, and  to  cause  the  residue  to  be  laid  up  in  ordi- 
nary in  convenient  ports;  and -the  President  was 
authorized  to  officer  and  man  the  public  armed  ves- 
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sels  in  actual  service  in  time  of  peace  as  he  might 
direct ;  but  the  act  just  referred  to  Kmited  the  number 
of  .captains,  masters  commandant,  lieutenants  and 
midshipmen ;  it  hmited,  too,  the  number  of  able  sea- 
men, ordinary  seamen,  and  boys,  to  nine  hundred 
and  twenty-five,  and  authorized  the  President  to  ap- 
point, for  the  vessels  in  actual  service,  as  many  offi- 
cers of  the  grades  therein  mentioned  as  might,  in  his 
opinion,  be  necessary  and  proper.  That,  by  another 
act  approved  March  3d,  1807,  the  President  was 
authorized,  in  addition  to  the  then  present  Naval 
Peace  EstabUshment,  t^employ  «■  number  of  able 
seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  boys,  not  exceeding 
five  hundred,  should  the  exigency  of  the  public  ser- 
vice require  it.  That,  by  another  act,  approved 
January  31st,  1809,  it  was  provided  that,  in  addition 
to  the  irigates  then  employed  in  actual  service,  there 
should  be  fitted  out,  officered,  and  manned,  four  other 
frigates  by  name ;  and  that  the  President  might 
equip,  man,  and  employ,  in  actual  service,  as  many 
of  the  public  armed  vessels,  then  laid  up  in  ordinary, 
and  gunboats,  as,  in  his  judgment,  the  public  service 
might  require ;  and,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the 
provisions  of  the  said  act  into  effect,  the  President 
was  authorized,  in  addition  to  the  number  of  petty 
officers,  able  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  boys, 
then  authorized  by  law,  to  appoint,  and  cause  to  be 
employed,  three  hundred  midshipmen,  three  thousand 
six  hundred  able  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  boys, 
to  be  engaged  to  serve  for  a  period  not  exceeding  two 
years,  but  subject  to  be  sooner  discharged.  That, 
by  another  act,  passed  June  28th,  1809,  the  Presi- 
dent was  authorized,  in  the  event  of  a  favorable 
change  in  the  foreign  relations  of  the  country,  to 
cause  to  be  discharged  from  actual  service,  and  laid 
up  in  ordinary,  such  of  the  frigates  and  public  armed 
vessels  as,  in  his  judgment,  a  due  regard  to  the  pub- 
lic security  and  iaterest  would  permit.  That,  by 
another  act  of  Congress,  passed  March  30th,  1812, 
the  President  was  authorized  to  cause  to  be  immedi- 
ately repaired,  equipped,  and  put  into  actual  service, 
three  frigates  by  name ;  and  it  was  provided,  that 
the  officers  and  seamen  of  the  navy  might  be  in- 
creased so  far  as  was  necessaiy  to  officer,  man,  and 
equip,  the  vessels  so  to  be  put  into  service.  That, 
by  another  act  of  Congress,  passed  January  2d,  1813, 
it  was  provided,  that  the  President  should  cause  to 
be  built,  equipped,  and  employed,  four  ships,  to  rate 
not  less  than  seventy-four  guns,  and  six  to  rate  forty- 
four  guns  each ;  and  the  number  of  commissioned 
and  warrant  officers,  petty  officers,  able  seamen,  or^ 
dinary  seamen,  and  boys,  to  be  employed  on  board 
each  of  the  said  ships  of  seventy-four  guns,  was  fixed 
by  the  act ;  the  crew,  so  far  as  it  consisted  of  seamen 
and  boys,  was  Umited  to  two  hundred  able  seamen, 
and  three  hundred  ordinary  seamen  and  boys.  That, 
by  another  act,  passed  March  3d,  1813,  the  Presi^ 
dent  was  authorized  to  have  buUt,  manned,  equipped,- 
and  commissioned,  for  service,  six  sloops  of  war,  and, 
also,  to  have  built  or  procured,  as  many  sloops,  to  be 
employed  on  the  lakes,  as  the  public  service  might- 
require  ;  and  by  the  second  section  of  the  last-men- 
tioned act,  the  President  was  authorized  to  appoint 
such  officers,  and  to  employ  such  number  of  seamen, 
as  might  be  necessary  for  such  vessels  as  were  author^- 
ized  by  law  to  be  put  in  commission,  any  law  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  committee  have  thought  it  proper  to  give  to 
the  House  a  brief  -fiew  of  the  progress  of  legislation 
in  relation  to  this  subject,  and  they  believe  the  fore- 
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going  sketch  substantially  to  present  it.  Upon  a 
reference  to  the  yarious  acts  of  Congress  before  re- 
ferred to,  it  will  be  found  that,  both  in  the  years 
1801  and  1806,  there  was  a  Naval  Peace  Establish- 
ment fixed  by  law,  limiting  not  only  the  number  of 
seamen  and  boys,  but  of  oiEoers  also.  It  will  be 
found,  too,  as  your  committee  believe,  by  reference 
to  dates  compared  with  the  history  of  the  country, 
and  indeed  to  the  language  of  some  of  the  acts  of 
Congress  themselves,  that  the  subsequent  provisions, 
in  relation  to  the  Naval  Establishment  of  the  United 
States,  had  reference  directly  to  what  either  then 
was  or  probably  soon  would  be,  the  relation  of  the 
country  to  foreign  Governments ;  in  short,  that  they 
looked  directly  to  a  state  either  of  actual  or  probable 
war. 

Your  committee  understand  the  resolution  referred 
to  them  to  relate  to  the  number  of  seamen  and  boys 
necessary  to  be  employed  in  time  of  peace,  and 
whether  that  shall  be  fixed  by  law.  In  the  present 
state  of  things  the  only  limitation  upon  the  number 
of  seamen  is  to  be  found  in  the  appropriation  biU, 
which,  in  effect,  annually  limits  the  number  to  be 
employed  by  the  amount  of  the  appropriation  annu- 
ally made  for  that  object.  Your  committee  believe, 
that  the  proper  office  of  the  appropriation  bill,  is,  as 
far  as  practicable,  to  provide  means  for  objects  au- 
thorized by  existing  laws ;  there  are,  indeed,  cases 
which,  on  account  of  the  contingent  or  vmcertain 
character  of  the  expenditure,  constitute  exceptions  to 
this  rule ;  but,  in  general,  the  rule  is  considered  as  a 
sound  one. 

Your  committee  would  further  remark  that,  in  in- 
vestigating this  subject,  they  have  extended  their  in- 
quiries beyond  the  mere  scope  of  the  resolution,  into 
the  propriety  of  fixing  a  Naval  Peace  Establishment, 
embracing  as  well  the  number  of  officers  as  ships  to 
be  kept  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  time  of 
peace ;  and  they  beg  leave  shortly  to  submit  some  of 
their  reasons  for  thinking  that  there  should  be  a  Peace 
Establishment  in  the  Navy  as  well  as  the  Army. 
Although,  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
the  President  is  Commander-in-chief  of  the  Army  and 
Navy,  yet  it  belongs  to  Congress  to  "  raise  and  sup- 
port "  the  one,  and  to  "  provide  and  maintain "  the 
other;  the  power  to  provide  and  maintain  implies 
that  of  determining  the  quantum ;  a  question  the  de- 
cision of  which  ought  not  to  be  left,  in  the  opinion  of 
your  committee,  to  the  Executive  Department,  and 
yet,  in  practice,  it  is  in  effect  left  to  Executive  de- 
cision ;  for,  as  has  been  before  remarked,  there  being 
no  permanent  law  in  force  limiting  the  number  of 
officers,  ships,  or  men,  to  be  kept  in  service,  the  only 
limitation  is  in  the  amount  of  appropriation ;  and 
your  committee  believe  that  in  practice  the  amount 
of  the  estimates  has  generally  been  appropriated, 
without  discussion  in  Congress  as  to  the  necessity  of 
them.  .Whatever  confidence  we  may  have  in  the 
Executive,  it  seems  not  to  be  right,  in  principle,  to 
leave  to  its  discretion,  in  effect,  the  decision  of  a  ques- 
tion which  belongs  to  the  Legislature. 

Your  committee  believe  that  in  Great  Britain, 
though  the  number  of  seamen  is  not  fixed  by  a  per- 
manent law,  yet  it  is  settled  by  the  annual  vote  of 
Parliament.  If  there  were  probable  danger  of  war, 
or  difficulty  in  our  foreign  relations,  it  might  not  be 
inexpedient  to  fix  the  number  of  seamen  by  a  per- 
manent law,  but,  in  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
country,  it  seems  to  your  committee  it  may  be  done. 
It  will  be  remembered  it  is  a  Peace  Establishment 


which  is  contemplated;  when  war  shall  come,  or 
even  upon  its  probable  approach,  both  the  Army  and 
Navy  will  doubtless  be  placed  upon  a  footing  suited 
to  the  then  altered  state  of  the  country. 

Your  committee  would  further  remark,  that  an  ad- 
ditional reason  with  them  for  inclining  to  a  Peace 
Establishment,  is  to  fix  the  number  of  officers  who, 
they  believe,  in  many  grades,  are  too  numerous, 
and  yet  for  all  whom,  unless  their  number  shall 
be  reduced  by  law,  an  appropriation  must  be 
made. 

Your  committee  are  aware  that  this  is  a  diflScult 
and  delicate  subject ;  the  officers  of  the  Navy  in  the 
recent  war  not  only  distinguished  themselves,  but,  by 
breaking  the  charm  of  invincibility  belonging  to  the 
British  Navy,  contributed  much  both  to  our  glory 
and  our  solid  strength  as  a  nation.  The  committee 
are  also  aware  that  many  of  them  have  devoted  some 
of  their  best  years  to  their  profession ;  yet,  if  the  in- 
terest of  the  country  requires  a  reduction,  painful  as 
the  duty  is,  it  is  one  which  ought  to  be  performed. 
In  relation  to  the  number  of  ships  to  be  retained  in 
service,  the  reasons  which  would  prove  the  propriety 
of  fixing  the  number  of  seamen,  would  apply  with 
fiill  force  to  them ;  indeed,  it  is  another  state  of  the 
same  question,  in  substance,  since,  if  the  number  of 
seamen  be  fixed,  no  more  vessels  will  be  employed 
than  they  can  man ;  and  the  fixing  a  certain  maxi- 
mum of  seamen  is  considered  a  more  judicious  course 
than  to  fix  the  number  of  ships,  inasmuch  as 'the 
President  wiU  then  be  left  at  liberty  to  use  such 
classes  of  vessels  as  may,  in  his  opinion,  be  best 
adapted  to  the  nature  of  the  service ;  the  aggregate 
of  the  guns,  however,  being  limited  by  the  number 
of  men  allowed  to  man  them. 

Your  committee  have  said,  that  they  consider  the 
officers  of  many  of  the  grades  as  too  numerous; 
they  wiU  now  proceed  to  state  the  grounds  of  their 
opinion.  They  have  not  for  a  moment  entertained 
the  idea  of  paring  down  the  officers  of  the  Navy  to 
any  thing  like  a  mere  sufficiency  to  officer  the  ships 
to  be  actually  retained  in  service  in  time  of  peace; 
it  is  obviously  impossible,  upon  this  subject,  to  select 
any  given  number,  and  diow  that  it  is  precisely  the 
right  one  ;  some  reasonable  rule  must  be  adopted. 

Your  pommittee  have  acted  upon  the  principle 
that,  whilst,  on  the  one  hand,  the  mere  number  of 
officers  necessary  for  the  vessels  in  actual  service  is 
not  sufficient,  with  a  view  to  the  fdture  progress  and 
prosperity  of  the  Navy,  on  the  other,  it  would  be  en- 
tirely out  of  the  question  to  employ,  in  time  of 
peace,  as  many  as  would  officer  our  whole  Navy, 
built  and  to  be  buUt,  in  time  of  war.  They  have, 
therefore,  selected  what  they  consider  a  medium  be- 
tween these  extremes ;  it  appears,  by  the  Naval  Reg- 
ister of  1821,  that  the  totEil  number  of  guns  of  our 
ships,  which  are  built,  equipped,  and  launched, 
(which  description  includes  the  three  line-of-battle 
ships  Ohio,  North  Carolina,  and  Delaware,  which 
are  believed  not  to  be  equipped,)  amounts  to  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-seven,  of  all  classes  of  vessels, 
gunboats  included. 

Your  committee  have  thought  that,  if  we  retained 
in  service  in  time  of  peace  a  sufficient  number  of 
commissioned  and  warrant  officers  to  officer  all  those 
upon  the  War  Establishment,  it  would  afford  a  Uberal 
Peace  Establishment.  Bringing  the  number  of  offi- 
cers to  this  standard,  the  committee  find  that  there 
are  various  ranks  in  which  the  present  number  con- 
siderably exceeds  that  which  would  be  required  by 
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the  rule  jnst  stated  ;  they  will  descend  to  particulars 
in  a  few  grades,  in  which  the  excess  is  relatively 
most  considerable ;  thus,  upon  this  scale,  there  is  an 
excess  of  fifteen  post  captains ;  of  twenty  masters 
commandant ;  of  seventy  lieutenants ;  of  twenty- 
seven  surgeons ;  of  more  than  forty  sailing-masters. 
There  are,  perhaps,  two  or  three  grades  in  which  an 
allowance  of  a  few  more  than  even  this  scale  would 
produce,  might  be  judicious ;  amongst  them,  proba- 
bly, might  be  placed  the  midshipmen,  who  may  be 
considered  as  constituting  the  nursery  of  the  future 
commanders  of  our  ships ;  this,  however,  would  only 
vary  the  result  in  an  inconsiderable  degree.  The 
committee  forbear  to  go  into  further  detail  upon  this 
subject,  because,  if  the  House  should  adopt  the  prin- 
ciple, the  detail  conld  be  presented  in  a  biU. 

As  to  the  seamen,  if  it  should  be  decided  to  fix 
the  number  by  law,  the  resolution  then  directs  the 
committee  to  incLuire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing 
the  number  now  in  actual  service.  Upon  this  subject 
the  committee  would  remark,  that  it  will  be  seen, 
by  adverting  to  a  letter  from  the  Navy  Department, 
under  date-of  the  11th  December,  1820,  amongst  the 
printed  documents,  that  the  whole  force  of  the  ves- 
sels of  war  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States, 
amounts  to  about  three  hundred  and  thirty-five  guns, 
distributed  as  is  mentioned  in  the  same  letter.  Your 
committee  incline  to  the  opinion,  that  the  following 
diminution  of  that  force  may  be  made  without  injury 
to  the  pubh'c  service,  viz :  instead  of  corvettes  and  a 
sloop  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  whose  object  is  the  sup- 
pression of  piracy  and  the  slave  trade,  three  of  the 
schooners  authorized  by  the  act  of  the  last  session 
would  be  suiEcient,  making  a  deduction  of  34  guns ; 
instead  of  a  36  gun  frigate  in  the  Indian  Seas,  the 
corvette  Cyane  of  28  would  he  sufficient,  making  a 
deduction  of  eight.  If  to  these  deductions  be  added 
the  force  of  the  Macedonian  and  Ontario,  of  which 
the  one  is  returning  after  being  replaced  by  the  Con- 
stellation, and  the  other  is  proceeding  to  take  the 
place  of  the  Peacock,  amounting  together  to  54  guns, 
the  whole  force  which  would  remain  after  these  de- 
ductions from  that  now  in  service,  would  be  239 
guns  ;  but  suppose  an  additional  number  of  86  guns 
to  be  included  for  any  contingent  service,  such,  for 
example,  as  the  replacing  of  a  vessel  returning  from 
a  cruise,  then  the  whole  force  which,  according  to 
the  views  before  presented;  would  be  necessary,  would 
be  275  guns:  to  man  this  force  upon  a  War  Estab- 
lishment, if  the  committee  have  not  erred  in  calcula- 
tion, would  require  856  able  seamen,  802  ordinary 
seamen,  and  195  boys ;  to  this  add,  according  to  a 
document  of  the  last  session,  for  the  ships  in  ordinary, 
navy  yards,  and  navy  stations,  287  able  seamen,  314 
ordmary  seamen,  and  67  hoys ;  and  the  aggregate  is 
of  able  seamen  1,143,  of  ordinary  seamen  1,116,  and 
of  boys  262 ;  total  of  able  seamen,  ordinary  seamen, 
and  boys,  2,521.  The  estimate  from  the  Navy  De- 
partment for  the  service  of  the  year  1821,  embraces 
1,322  able  seamen,  1,307  ordinary  seamen,  and  293 
boys ;  making  an  aggregate  of  2,932  ;  from  which 
it  would  seem  that,  if  the  force  suggested  by  the 
committee  be  retained  in  service,  there  might  be  a 
reduction  of  about  411,  viz :  187  able  seamen,  191 
ordinary  seamen,  and  31  boys. 

Upon  the  whole  view  of  lie  subject,  the  committee 
beg  leave  to  recommend  to  the  House  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  a  Naval  Peace  Establishment 
ought  to  be  fixed  by  law. 


Missouri — Sesolution  from  (he  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Olat,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  "WTiole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union ;  and  the  resolution  from  the 
Senate,  for  admitting  Missouri  into  the  Union, 
with  a  caveat  against  the  provision,  if  there  be 
any,  which  conflicts  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Easdolph  moved  to  strike  out  the  pro- 
viso (or  caveat')  from  the  resolution,  but  waived 
his  motion  for  the  prestnt,  to  accommodate  Mr. 
Clat,  who  wished  to  address  the  committee  on 
the  whole  subject. 

Mr.  CxAT  then  delivered  his  sentiments  at 
large  on  the  present  state  of  this  question.  He 
was  in  favor  of  the  resolution  from  the  Senate, 
and  should  vote  for  the  resolution,  even  though 
more  emphatically  restricted  against  any  sup- 
posed repugnance  of  one  of  its  provisions  to  a 
provision  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  the  existence  of  which,  however,  he  did 
not  by  any  means  admit. 

When  Mr.  Olat  had  concluded — 

Mr.  EAiTDotPH  renewed  his  motion  to  strike 
out  the  proviso,  and  spoke  for  about  fifteen 
minutes  in  support  of  it. 

Mr.  LowsTDEs  deprecated  the  motion,  as  go- 
ing to  present  to  the  House  the  naked  question 
which  it  had  already  decided  in  the  negative, 
and  as  preventing  a  decision  upon  the  proposi- 
tion as  it  now  stands. 

Mr.  Baeboub  assigned  the  reasons  why  he 
should  vote  against  the  motion ;  himself  regard- 
ing the  proviso  as  useless  and  unnecessary,  but 
willing  to  retain  it  to  gratify  gentlemen  who 
were  of  a  different  opinion. 

Mr.  Ser&baut  inquired  whether  it  would  be 
in  order,  this  proviso  beipg  stricken  out,  to 
move  to  introduce  a  different  one. 

The  OHAiEMAir  decided  that  it  would. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
the  proviso,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  82  to 
54.     So  the  proviso  was  retained. 

Mr.  Stevests  assigned  the  reasons  why  he 
should  vote  against  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Foot  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
adding  to  it  another  proviso,  that  it  be  taken  as 
a  fundamental  condition  on  which  said  State  is 
admitted  into  the  Union,  that  so  much  of  the 
constitution  as  requii-es  the  Legislature  to  pass 
laws  to  prevent  the  migration  of  the  free  people 
of  color  thither,  shall  be  expunged  from  the 
constitution  of  the  State  withia  two  years  from 
this  time,  in  the  mode  prescribed  for  amending 
the  constitution.  [This  would  admit  Missouri 
into  the  Union  forthwith  on  the  condition 
stated.] 

Mr.  Foot  observed,  that  he  could  not  consent 
that  the  question  be  taken  on  this  resolution, 
with  a  certain  prospect  of  its  rejection,  without 
making  one  effort  for  an  amicable  settlement  of 
this  distracting  question.  I  have,  therefore, 
said  he,  risen  for  the  purpose  of  offering  an 
amendment  to  the  resolution — ^not  with  the 
vain  hope  that  this  particular  amendment  wiU 
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be  adopted,  but  with  a  sincere  desire  (if  I  know 
my  own  heart)  to  afford  to  gentlemen  an  oppor- 
tunity of  proposing  such  modifications  of  the 
amendment  as  will  unite  the  votes  of  a  majority 
of  this  committee,  who  appear  to  be  desirous 
of  admitting  Missouri  into  the  Union  upon 
terms  which  will  not  compromit  principle. 

It'  is  due  from  me,  and  the  committee  will 
expect,  a  candid  and  plain  statement  of  my 
views  of  the  effect  which  will  be  produced  by 
its  adoption.  The  majority  of  this  House  have 
already  decided  that  the  constitution  of  Mis- 
souri does  not  contain  a  provision  which,  in 
their  opinion,  is  repugnant  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  It  has  not  been  proposed 
by  any  gentleman  to  revive  the  question  of  re- 
striction, so  much  agitated  at  the  last  session ; 
and  it  may  be  presumed  no  such  intention  exists. 
This  amendment  proposes  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri into  the  Union  upon  a  certain  condition^ 
The  act  for  the  admission  of  Louisiana  into  the 
Union,  furnishes  a  precedent  for  the  course  now 
proposed.  The  condition  proposes  that  Missou- 
ri shall  expunge  the  offensive  article  from  her 
constitution,  in  the  manner  provided  by  her 
constitution  for  its  amendment,  and  give  suffi- 
cient time  for  the  amendment,  without  the 
trouble  and  expense  of  calling  a  convention  for 
the  pui'pose. 

Mr.  Baidwiit  having  expressed  his  intention 
to  vote  for  this  proposition — • 

Mr.  Olat  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  adding  words  to  this  effect :  "so  far  as  the 
same  (the  clause  of  the  Missouri  constitution) 
tends  to  deprive  citizens  of  each  State  of  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the 
several  States.  "  This  motion,  however,  he 
subsequently  withdrew. 

It  being  suggested,  that  other  gentlemen  had 
amendments  which  they  wished  to  propose,  and 
that  it  would  be  well  to  have  them  all  presented 
to-day,  so  as  to  be  examined  and  compared — 

Mr.  Sbegeant  rose,  as  it  might  be  supposed, 
from  the  question  he  had  put,  that  he  had  an 
amendment  to  offer,  to  say  that  he  had  not ; 
that  he  should  vote  for  every  amendment  which 
should  bring  the  resolution  nearer  to  what  he 
tfished,  but  with  a  clear  determination,  for 
which  he  would  hereafter  assign  his  reasons,  to 
vote  against  the  resolution,  however  amended. 
Soon  after  this,  the  committee  rose,  without 
coming  to  any  decision  4  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Tuesday,  January  80. 
Missouri — JResolutionfrom  the  Senate. 
The  House  having  then  again  resolved  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  the  resolution  from  the  Senate,  for 
the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union,  was 
resumed — the  motion  of  Mr.  Foot  being  under 
consideration;  which  motion  is  to  strike  out 
the  jjroviso  to  the  Senate's  resolution,  and  in 
lieu  thereof  to  insert  the  following : 


Provided,  That  it  shall  be  taken  as  a  fandamenti 
condition,  upon  which  the  said  State  is  incorporate 
in  the  Union,  that  so  much  of  the  26th  section  of  th 
3d  article  of  the  constitution  which  has  been  sni 
mitted  to  Congress,  as  declares  it  shall  be  the  dufr 
of  the  General  Assembly  "  to  prevent  free  negroe" 
and  mulattoes  from  coming  to,  or  settling  in,  thi 
State,  under  any  pretext  whatsoever,"  shall  be  es 
punged,  within  two  years  from  the  passage  of  thi 
resolution,  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Missouri,  ii 
the  manner  prescribed  for  amending  said  constitu- 
tion. 

Mr.  BuTLEE,  of  New  Hampshire,  spoke  aa 
follows : 

I  do  not  rise,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  B.,  to 
revive  the  discussion  of  the  question  of  restric- 
tion, as  it  has  been  called,  which  was  very  elab- 
orately argued  and  determined  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, nor  for  the  purpose  of  provoking  further 
debate  upon  the  several  questions,  relative  to 
the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union,  whioh 
have  been  thoroughly  investigated  during  the 
present  session.  I  am  aware,  sir,  that  the  pa- 
tience of  the  House,  and  I  fear  the  patience  gf 
the  people  we  represent  is  much  fatigued,  if  not 
exhausted,  by  the  numerous  editions  of  the 
same  arguments  which  have  been  delivered 
upon  the  subject  now  under  consideration. 
But,  sir,  as  the  subject  comes  from  the  Senate 
in  a  new  shape,  and  as  I  seldom  trouble  the 
House  on  any  occasion,  I  shall  be  permitted 
briefly  to  assign  the  reasons  which  will  govern 
my  vote  on  this  question  before  the  commit- 
tee. 

Sir,  the  resolution  under  consideration,  if 
possible,  is  more  exceptionable  than  that  which 
was  reported  by  a  committee  of  the  Honse, 
and  rejected.  Those  who  doubted  whether  any 
provision  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri  con- 
travened the  Federal  Constitution,  might  sup- 
port the  former  resolution,  but  cannot,  I  appre- 
hend, agree  to  the  resolution  from  the  Senate 
now  before  the  committee ;  because  it  admits 
and  avoids  the  very  point  or  matter  in  contro- 
versy. Sir,  if  you  pass  this  resolution,  you 
proclaim  to  the  world  a  disregard  of  the  sacred 
obligations  imposed  by  the  constitution  of  yonr 
country.  The  language  of  the  resolution  un- 
plies  your  right  to  examine  and  judge  of  the 
constitution  of  Missowi,  and,  also,  that  it  is,  or 
at  least  may  be,  repugnant  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  waives  the  solemn 
obligation  of  supporting  that  sacred  instru- 
ment. 

Sir,  if  we  must  receive  Missouri  into  the 
Union,  under  her  present  form  of  govei-mnerit, 
I  hope  we  shall  not,  by  the  admission,  convict 
ourselves  of  a  breach  of  the  constitution,  and 
fix  the  mark  of  the  beast  npon  our  foreheads. 
The  guilt  of  sinning  against  the  constitution  of 
our  country,  is  not  concealed  by  the  magical 
proviso  in  the  resolution,  nor  does  it  obviate  in 
any  degree  the  objection,  or  remedy  the  evil  of 
which  you  complain.  By  this  mode  of  pro- 
cedure, if  the  constitution  of  Missouri  had  been 
throughout  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of 
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the  Union,  or,  as  the  gentleman  fi-om  Connec- 
ticut (Mr.  Stevens)  said,  a  perfect  monarchy, 
you  might  admit  Missouri  into  the  Union,  pro- 
testing against  the  form  of  her  govermnent,  or 
so  much  as  might  he  supposed  anti-republican 
in  its  features.  Sir,  I  protest  against  this  mode 
of  legislating,  by  exclusions  of  conclusions,  as 
it  has  been  called  by  some  learned  doctors  in 
politics,  whereby  the  rights  of  citizens  may  be 
sacrificed,  and  the  Constitution  of  the  Union 
suspended. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay) 
said,  admitting  the  clause  of  the  constitution 
of  Missouri,  respecting  free  negroes  and  mulat- 
toes,  to  be  incompatible  with  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  it  could  not  be  an  objec- 
tion to  her  admission  into  the  Union ;  because 
the  legislators  of  Missouri  would  be  bound  by 
an  oath  to  support  the  Federal  Constitution, 
which  would  be  paramount  to  the  oath  to  sup- 
port their  State  constitution,  and  of  course 
would  never  make  any  enactment  pursuant  to 
that  clause.  Besides,  he  said,  if  they  did  enact 
any  law  in  pursuance  of  that  clause  in  their 
constitution,  it  would  be  declared  void  by 
the  Courts  of  the  United  States.  But,  sir, 
though  I  admired  the  eloquence,  the  candor, 
and  love  of  country,  which  that  honorable 
gentleman  exhibited  in  this  discussion,  I  was 
not  convinced  by  his  argument. 

The  members  of  this  House,  as  well  as  the 
legislators  of  Missouri,  are  under  a  saei-ed  obli- 
gation to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States ;  and  the  act  of  Congress  authorizing 
Missouri  to  form  a  constitution  provides,  in  or- 
der to  her  admission  into  the  Union,  that  her 
constitution  shall  be  republican,  and  not  i-epug- 
nant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
But,  without  this  provision  in  the  act,  it  is  as 
much  the  duty  of  Congress  to  examine  her 
form  of  government,  and  determine  whether  it 
is  compatible  with  the  constitution  of  the 
Federal  Government,  as  it  is  to  consider  the 
same  question  on  the  passage  of  any  law.  Con- 
gress is  the  proper  tribunal  to  decide  this  ques- 
tion, and  cannot  absolve  itself  from  this  sacred 
obligation  by  leaving  it  to  the  courts  of  the 
United  States.  But,  if  it  were  in  our  power,  I 
would  not  turn  this  question  over  to  the  judi- 
ciary sooner  than  I  would  pass  a  law  without 
inquiring  whether  it  was  within  the  constitu- 
tional powers  of  Congress,  and  trust  wholly  to 
the  courts.  Sir,  would  you  admit  a  new  State 
under  a  constitution  giving  its  legislature  power 
to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  to 
raise  armies  and  declare  war,  and  trust  to  the 
judicial  authority  of  the  United  States  to  vacate 
the  laws  which  might  grow  out  of  such  powers, 
and  to  keep  the  administration  of  such  State 
government  within  the  pale  of  your  Federal 
constitution  ? 

If  the  judiciary  could  remedy  aU  the  evils 
which  may  grow  out  of  the  constitution  of 
Missouri,  I  am  not  disposed  to  neglect  my  duty, 
and  disregard  the  rights  which  are  guaranteed 
even  to  the  black  man.    The  rights  of  the  col- 


ored citizens,  and  it  has  been  demonstrated  by 
my  friend  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Eustis) 
that  there  are  many  such  in  the  Northern 
States,  are  as  sacred  as  those  of  the  white  citi- 
zens. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Olat) 
said,  that  a  limitation  or  restriction  upon  the 
power  of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri  might  be 
imposed,  by  adding  to  the  resolution  under 
consideration  a  provision,  that  no  law  should 
be  enacted  under  the  clause  in  question,  to  af- 
fect the  rights  of  cifeens  of  other  States.  But, 
sir,  that  gentleman  must  be  aware  that,  such  a 
provision,  though  it  be  made  a  fundamental 
consideration  of  the  administration,  can  have 
no  force  or  effect  against  her  will.  No  act  of 
Congress  can  qualify  or  make  void  any  article 
of  her  constitution  after  or  at  the  time  of  her 
admission.  Such  a  provision  is  no  more  than 
a  naked  proposition,  which  Missouri  will  be  at 
liberty  to  accept  or  reject,  and  without  her  as- 
sent would  be  inoperative  and  futile. 

Sir,  though  I  am  sincerely  desirous  to  termi- 
nate the  discussion,  and  settle  the  question  at 
the  present  session,  I  cannot  adopt  such  a  pro- 
vision, and  trust  to  Missouri  to  expunge  the 
offensive  clause  in  her  constitution. 

Some  conversation  passed  between  Mr. 
Lowndes  and  Mr.  Foot,  as  to  the  mode  of 
proceeding. 

Mr.  Foot  observed  he  was  very  glad  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  had  disclaimed  any 
intention  of  applying  his  remarks  to  him.  He 
appealed  to  that  gentleman,  or  any  member  of 
this  House,  to  point  out  a  single  instance  in 
which  any  proposition  made  by  him  was  de- 
signed or  calculated,  either  to  embarrass  any 
subject  or  involve  the  House  in  difficulty,  as 
suggested  by  the  gentleman.  He  had  uniformly 
opposed  any  attempt  to  effect  an  object  by  in- 
direct legislation  or  by  stratagem.  He  consid- 
ered that  the  correct  course  in  legislation  was  to 
meet  every  subject  in  an  open,  fair,  and  direct 
way,  and  he  would  never  shrink  from  respon- 
sibility ;  and  he  assured  the  gentleman  his  object 
in  proposing  the  amendment  to  the  resolution, 
in  preference  to  making  it  a  distinct  proposition, 
was,  that  he  considered  this  the  most  regular 
course  which  could  be  adopted,  and,  in  his  opin- 
ion, most  likely  to  effect  the  object  which  seem- 
ed to  be  wished  by  a  great  majority  of  the 
House. 

With  these  impressions  he  could  not  consent 
to  withdraw  the  proposed  amendment,  nor  for 
a  moment  abandon  the  hope  that  on  this,  as  a 
basis,  the  propositions  of  gentlemen  might,  by 
affording  an  opportunity  for  a  free  interchange 
of  opinions,  eventuate  in  the  adoption  of  some 
amendment  to  the  resolution  by  a  large  majority 
of  this  House,  by  which  Missouri  might,  during 
the  present  session,  be  admitted  into  the  Union  ; 
and,  as  the  difference  between  the  two  sides  of 
the  question  seemed  not  insui-monntable,  since 
gentlemen  had  distinctly  disclaimed  any  inten- 
tion to  revive  the  question  of  restriction,  he 
could  not  but  cherish  the  hope  that  confidence 
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and  harmony  would  soon  be  restored  in  the  na- 
tional counoOs,  and  through  the  Union. 

Mr.  Stoees,  after  a  few  introductory  remarks, 
moved  an  amendment  to  Mr.  Foot's  amendment, 
which  was,  to  strike  out  all  of  the  latter,  after 
the  word  "  Union,"  in  the  third  line,  and  in  lieu 
thereof  to  insert  the  following : 

"And  to  be  of  perpetual  obligation  on  the  said 
State,  (in  faith  whereof  this  resolution  is  passed  by 
Congress,)  that  no  law  shall  ever  be  enacted  by  the 
said  State  impairing  or  contravening  the  rights,  privi- 
leges, or  immunities,  secured  to  citizens  of  other  States, 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States :  And  provided, 
further,  That  the  Legislature,  acting  under  the  con- 
stitution already  adopted  in  Missouri  as  a  State,  shall, 
as  a  convention,  (&r  which  purpose  the  consent  of 
Congress  is  hereby  granted,)  declare  their  assent  by  a 
public  act  to  the  said  condition  before  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  and  transmit  to  Congress  an  attested 
copy  of  such  act,  by  the  first  day  of  the  said  session," 
Mr.  Flotd,  of  Virginia,  said  he  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  protesting  against  these  proceedings, 
and  opposing  his  voice  to  the  assumption  of 
enormous  powers  by  this  House ;   powers  so 
great  that  the  oldest  statesmen,  a  few  little 
years  ago,  would  have  trembled  to  assert.   You 
have  made  deep  inroads  into  the  constitution, 
and  if  you  now  assume  the  power  to  legislate 
over  a  new  State,  I  know  not  how  soon  you  will 
exercise  it  over  others ;  and  I,  as  a  Representa- 
tive from  an  old  State,  can  never  consent  to 
such  usurpations. 

Mr.  Cobb  assigned  the  reasons  why  he  could 
vote  for  neither  of  the  amendments. 

Mr.  Boss  stated  the  reasons  of  his  opposition 
to  the  resolution  from  the  Senate,  in  any  shape 
it  was  likely  to  assume. 

Mr.  Haedin,  in  an  earnest  desire  to  see  the 
question  settled,  was  willing  to  agree  to  both 
the  amendments. 

Mr.  Ebdba,  after  making  some  remarks,  moved 
the  committee  should  rise,  with  a  view  to  de- 
manding the  previous  question,  which  would 
preclude  all  debate  and  amendment,  and  present 
to  the  House  a  naked  and  direct  question  on 
the  resolution  from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Olat  earnestly  opposed  this  course,  as 
going  to  close  the  door  on  the  spirit  of  accom- 
modation. 

The  motion  for  the  committee  to  rise  was 
negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Olat,  then,  after  an  earnest  appeal  to  all 
parts  of  the  House  to  bring  to  the  future  discus- 
sion of  this  subject  minds  prepared  to  harmonize 
and  forever  settle  this  distracting  question  to 
mutual  satisfaction,  and  expressing  his  desire 
more  fully  to  examine  Mr.  Stokeb's  proposition, 
te^ee  whether  he  could  bring  his  mind  to  assent 
to  it,  as  he  wished  to  do,  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee now  rise,  in  order  to  have  the  several 
propositions  for  amendment  printed. 
This  motion  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Olat  then  gave  notice  he  should  again 
call  up  the  subject  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Lowndes  wished  it  deferred  uatil  Friday 
next,  to  give  more  time. 


Mr.  Olat  said  he  would  compromise  with  h: 
friend  for  Thursday.  He  did  not  like  the  ide 
of  taking  up  this  question  on  Friday. 

Mr.  OoBB  said  that  he  proposed,  at  a  futur 
day,  to  offer  the  following  amendment,  whicl 
he  now  read,  to  follow  the  word  "  Union :" 

"That  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Missoui 
shall  pass  no  law  impairing  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities secured  to  the  citizens  of  each  State,  under  thi 
first  clause  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States." 

This  amendment  was  ordered  to  be  printed, 
as  well  as  the  others. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Olat,  the  House  then  again 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  resolution  from  the  Senate,  declaring  the 
admission  of  the  State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union, 
and  the  amendments  proposed  thereto. 

The  whole  day  was  spent  in  animated  debate 
and  interesting  proceedings. 

The-amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Foot,  was  to 
strike  out  the  proviso  of  the  resolution  from  the 
Senate,  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert  the  fol- 
lowing : 

"  Provided,  That  it  shall  be  taken  as  a  fundamental 
condition,  upon  which  the  said  State  is  incorporated 
into  the  Union,  that  so  much  of  the  twenty-sixth  sec- 
tion of  the  third  article  of  the  constitution  which  has 
been  submitted  to  Congress,  as  declares  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  General  Assembly  '  to  prevent  free 
negroes  and  mulattoes  from  coming  to,  and  settling 
in,  this  State,  under  any  pretext  whatsoever,'  shall  be 
expunged  within  two  years  from  the  passage  of  this 
resolution,  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Missouri,  in 
the  manner  prescribed  for  amending  said  constitu- 
tion." 

Mr.  Stoees  had  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  striking  out  the  whole  of  it,  after  the 
word  "Union,"  in  the  thii-d  line,  and  inserting 
the  following : 

"  And  to  be  of  perpetual  obligation  on  the  said 
State,  (in  faith  whereof  this  resolution  is  passed  by 
Congress,)  that  no  law  shall  ever  be  enacted  by  the 
said  State,  impairing  or  contravenmg  the  rights,  privi- 
leges, or  immunities,  secured  to  citizens  of  other  States 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  :  And  pro- 
vided, further.  That  the  Legislature  acting  under  the 
constitution  already  adopted  in  Missouri  as  a  State, 
shaU,  as  a  convention,  (for  which  purpose  the  consent 
ot  Congress  is  hereby  granted,)  declare  then:  assent, 
by  a  pubhc  act,  to  the  said  condition  before  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  and  transmit  to  Con<Tes3  an 
attested  copy  of  such  act  by  the  first  day  of  the  said 
session. 

After  much  debate,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Stoees 
was  negatived— 80  votes  to  61. 

Mr.  Haoklet  then  moved  to  strike  out  all 
Mr  Foot's  amendment,  after  the  word  "Union," 
and  msert,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  foUowing : 

"Ana  to  be  of  perpetual  obligation  on  the  said 
btate,  (m  faiih  whereof  this  resolution  is  passed  by 
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Congress,)  that  no  law  shall  ever  be  enacted  by  the 
said  State,  to  prevent  such  free  negroes  or  mulattoea 
from  entering  iato,  and  settling  in,  said  State,  as  may 
be  citizens  of  any  of  the  States  of  the  Union  :  And 
provided,  further.  That  the  Legislature,  acting  nnder 
the  constitution  already  adopted  in  Missouri  as  a 
State,  shall,  as  a  couTention,  (for  which  purpose  the 
consent  of  Congress  is  hereby  granted,)  declare  their 
assent,  by  a  public  act,  to  the  said  condition,  before 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  transmit  to  Con- 
gress an  attested  copy  of  such  act  hy  the  first  day  of 
the  said  session." 

After  detate,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Haoklkt 
was  negatived — 70  to  66. 

Mr.  OoBB  then  moved  the  amendment  pre- 
viously suggested  by  him,  viz :  to  strike  out  so 
much  of  Mr.  Foot's  amendment  as  follows  the 
word  "Union,"  and  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  the 
following : 

"  That  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Missouri 
shall  pass  no  law  impairing  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities secured  to  the  citizens  of  each  State,  nnder  the 
first  clause  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States." 

After  debate,  this  motion  was  negatived — T4 
votes  to  65. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Foot's 
motion  to  amend  as  above,  and  decided  in  the 
negative  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  MoLane  then  moved  his  amendment,  as 
stated ;  and  then,  after  having  previously  several 
times  refused  to  rise,  a  motion  to  that  effect  pre- 
vailed, and  the  House  adjourned. 


FnmAT,  February  3. 
Report  on  Gold  Coin. 

Mr.  "Whttmas-,  from  the  select  committee,  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  alter- 
ing the  relative  value  of  the  gold  hereafter  to  he 
coined  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  made  a 
report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill.  The 
report  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  who  were  directed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  increasing  the  relative  value  of 
gold  hereafter  to  be  coined  at  the  Mint,  have  attended 
to  that  subject,  and  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report, 
that  they  are  of  opinion  the  value  of  American  gold, 
compared  with  silver,  ought  to  be  somewhat  higher 
than  by  law  at  present  established.  On  inquiry,  they 
find,  that  gold  coins,  both  foreign  and  of  the  United 
States,  have,  in  a  great  measure,  disappeared ;  and, 
from  the  best  calculation  that  can  be  made,  there  is 
reason  to  apprehend  they  will  be  whoUy  banished 
from  circulation,  and  it  ought  not  to  be  a  matter  of 
surprise,  under  our  present  regulations,  that  this 
should  be  the  case. 

There  remains  no  longer  any  doubt  that  the  gold 
coins  of  the  United  States  are,  by  our  laws,  rated  at  a 
value  lower  than  in  almost  any  other  country,  in  com- 
parison with  that  of  silver.  This  occasions  the  gold 
to  be  constantly  selected,  when  it  can  be  obtained,  in 
preference  to  silver,  whenever  required  for  remittance 
from  this  to  foreign  countries ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
prevents  those  who  have  occasion  to  remit  to  the 
United  States  from  doing  it  in  gold.  Hence  there  is 
a  continual  and  steady  drain  of  that  metal  from  this 


country,  without  any  correspondent  return,  which 
must  continue  while  there  remains  any  of  it  among 
us.  The  importations  of  it  will  be  confined  to  small 
quantities,  and  from  countries  fi:om  which  nothing 
better  can  be  obtained. 

There  have  been  coined  at  the  Mint  of  the  United 
States  nearly  six  millions  of  dollars  in  gold.  It  is 
doubtful  whether  any  considerable  portion  of  it  can, 
at  this  time,  be  found  within  the  United  States.  It  is 
ascertained,  in  one  of  our  principal  commercial  cities, 
quite  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Mint,  that  the  gold  coin 
in  an  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  thei*  located,  in  November,  1819, 
amounted  to  $165,000,  and  the  silver  coin  to  $118,- 
000.  That,  since  that  time,  the  silver  coin  has  in- 
creased to  $700,000,  while  the  gold  coin  has  diminish- 
ed to  the  sum  of  151,200,  one  hundred  only  of  which 
is  American.  And  it  is  stated  that  the  vaults  of  the 
State  banks  in  the  same  city,  having  a  capital  in  the 
aggregate,  as  is  believed,  of  nearly  eight  milHons,  ex- 
hibit a  similar  result.  It  is  scarcely  to  be  doubted, 
that,  on  examination  in  the  other  commercial  cities, 
similar  additional  proof  would  be  furnished. 

It  now  becomes  a  question  of  serious  import,  to  be 
decided  by  the  nation,  whether  a  gold  currency  be  at 
all  desirable,  or  whether  it  should  wholly  give  place 
to  silver  f  By  some  a  silver  currency  is  deemed  the 
most  eligible.  They  contend  that  our  circulating 
metalUc  cuiTency  should  be  ponderous,  and  inconve- 
nient of  transmission ;  that  it  would,  in  such  case, 
remain  in  the  country,  and  stationary. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  believed,  by  your  commit- 
tee, that  a  more  portable  currency  may  be,  on  many 
accounts,  and  in  many  instances  must  be,  much  more 
convenient,  and  in  some  cases  absolutely  necessary. 
It  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  lighter  and  smaller  the 
currency,  in  proportion  to  its  value,  the  greater  will 
be  the  accommodation  in  the  negotiations  between 
the  great  extremes  of  the  Union.  In  proportion  to 
this  facility,  the  price  of  exchange  will  be  lessened  ; 
commercial  transactions  would  thus  be  carried  on  at 
an  enhanced  profit  to  aU  concerned.  Moreover,  in 
time  of  war,  it  wiU  never  fail  to  become  requisite  to 
make  use  of  specie  in  payments  and  remittances ; 
and  these  will  be  demanded,  almost  exclusively,  at  the 
extreme  borders  and  frontiers  of  the  Union.  In  suck 
case  gold  furnishes  a  medium  which  will  not  only  be 
light  and  convenient,  but  which  can  be  transmitted 
with  secrecy,  thereby  avoiding  the  risks  incident  to 
war  and  commotion.  Those  who  carry  their  recol- 
lections back  to  the  incidents  of  the  late  war,  cannot 
fail  of  being  forcibly  impressed  with  this  idea. 

Our  empire  is  widely  extended,  and  becoming  more 
so ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  sparsely  settled.  The 
transmission  of  large  sums,  especially  in  time  of  war, 
if  in  ponderous  silver,  must  be  extremely  inconven- 
ient, and  oftentimes  attended  with  groat  danger.  It 
would  seem,  therefore,  that  as  currency,  the  gold 
coin  lias,  in  this  countiy,  manifest  advantages  over 
that  of  silver. 

But  there  is  another  particular  not  unworthy  of 
consideration.  We  have  before  stated  that  the  gold 
coins  are  worth,  in  foreign  countries,  more,  in  com- 
parison with  silver,  than  in  our  own.  The  average 
of  this  increased  value  is  believed  to  exceed  six -tenths 
of  a  dollar  in  every  fifteen  dollars.  In  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal, three  half  eagles  are  worth  sixteen  dollars  ;  in 
Cuba,  seventeen  ;  in  the  AVest  Indies,  generally,  six- 
teen ;  in  England,  fifteen  and  one-fifth ;  in  Holland, 
fifteen ;  and  in  France,  fifteen  and  a  half.     Thesa 
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calculations  may  not  be  precisely  as  stated,  but  are 
believed  to  be  nearly  accurate. 

In  the  United  States,  before  the  establishment  of 
the  present  Government,  it  has  heretofore  been  ascer- 
tained by  a  committee  of  Congress,  that,  by  custom, 
the  value  of  gold  has  been  considered  as  equivalent 
to  about  fifteen  and  six-tenths  of  its  weight  in  silver. 
This,  without  doubt,  arose  from  finding  this  to  be  the 
average  of  the  different  values  affixed  to  the  gold  in 
different  foreign  countries. 

Why  it  was  thought  proper,  on  establishing  the 
Mint  of  the  United  States,  to  reduce  this  value  to  fif- 
teen for  one,  it  is  not  now  material  to  inquire.  It  is 
suiEcient  to  know,  from  unhappy  experience,  that  its 
tendency  is  to  rid  us  of  a  gold  currency,  and  leave  us 
nothing  but  silver. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  in  conformity  to  the 
foregoing  sentiments,  ask  leave  to  report  a  bill. 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Missouri — Resolution  from  the  Senate. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  Senate's  resolution 
for  the  admission  of  Missouri. 

The  following  amendment  proposed  on  yes- 
terday by  Mr.  MoLanb,  of  Delaware,  being  un- 
der consideration,  viz :  to  strike  out  the  proviso 
to  the  resolution,  as  follows : 

Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
so  construed  as  to  give  the  assent  of  Congress  to  any 
provision  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  (if  any  such 
there  be,)  which  contravenes  that  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  which  declares  that  the 
citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privi- 
leges and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  States. 

And  in  lieu  thereof,  insert  the  following : 

Provided,  That  nothing  in  the  constitution  of  the 
said  State  of  Missouri  shall  be  construed  to  authorize 
or  make  it  obligatory  on  the  Legislature  to  pass  any 
law  denying  to  the  citizens  of  each  State  any  of  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  several 
States:  And  provided,  further,  That  no  law  of  the 
said  State  shall  be  construed  to  deny  to  the  citizens 
of  each  State  any  of  the  privileges  and  immunities  of 
citizens  of  the  several  States. 

A  long  debate  took  place,  not  so  much  on 
this  particular  amendment  as  on  the  whole  sub- 
ject of  the  evils  of  slavery,  the  rights  of  the 
South,  the  balance  of  power,  the  nature  of  the 
obligations  and  benefits  of  the  Union,  &c. 

Mr.  Campbell  rose  and  said,  he  was  not 
ignorant  of  the  anxiety  of  gentlemen  on  all 
sides  of  the  House,  to  have  the  question  now 
under  discussion  determined.  Notwithstand- 
ing he  felt  this  anxiety  in  common  with  otters, 
he  hoped  a  disposition  to  cultivate  patience  a 
little  longer  would  be  indulged,  particularly 
when  a  member  not  in  the  habit  of  obtruding, 
wished  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  0.  said,  the  gentleman  from  Delaware, 
(Mr.  MoLaije,)  who  presented  the  amendiiient 
now  under  consideration,  had  evinced  so  much 
candor,  and  so  often  repeated  his  invitations  to 
those  disagreeing  with  him  on  the  main  ques- 
tion, to  meet  him  in  the  spirit  of  amity  on  his 
proposition  to  amend,  that  he  would  offer  his 


reasons  why  he  could  not.  What,  Mr.  0.  asked, 
is  the  object  of  the  amendment  ?  If  he  under- 
stood its  import,  it  is  intended,  at  least  indirect- 
ly, to  alter  the  constitution  of  Missouri.  If  not  to 
expunge  the  exceptionable  clause,  certainly  to 
give  it,  or  any  act  passed  in  conformity  thereto, 
such  an  interpretation  as  the  convention  never 
intended.  Whence  does  Congress  derive  this 
immensity  of  power  ?  Or  on  what  occasion  has 
the  employment  of  it  been  indicated?  This 
doctrine  is  very  difierent  from  that  for  which 
the  gentleman  at  the  last  session  so  ably  con- 
tended. At  that  time  it  was  alleged  we  had 
no  right  to  intermeddle  with  the  constitution 
of  a  State  about  to  apply  for  admission  into  the 
Union.  If  Congress  be  competent  to  interfere 
in  any  way,  with  one  clause  of  the  constitution 
of  Missouri,  an  interference  with  another,  and 
indeed  with  every  other,  would  be  equally  ad- 
missible. Mr.  0.  said  he  considered  the  amend- 
ment a  perfect  cipher,  and  so  would  it,  if  adopt- 
ed, be  deemed  by  the  people  of  Missouri.  To 
any  such  modification  their  consent  would  be 
indispensable.  And  how  was  this  to  be  obtain- 
ed ?  Mr.  C.  said  he  knew  of  no  way  but 
through  another  convention,  and  he  defied 
gentlemen  to  point  out  any  other  legitimate 
mode.  Mr.  C.  said  Missouri  is  nnrepresented 
here ;  and  if  she  were,  who  could  believe  her 
representation  vested  with  power  to  enter  into 
any  compact  binding  on  her,  relative  to  her 
constitution  ? 

Mr.  C.  said  it  had  been  remarked  by  many 
of  the  friends  of  Missouri,  and  by  none  with 
greater  energy  than  by  a  distinguished  member 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay,)  that  if  the  consti- 
tution of  Missouri  be  incompatible  with  the 
Federal  Constitution,  it  is  so  far  void,  and  the 
legitimate  tribunal  for  the  decision  of  the  ques- 
tion is  the  judiciary.  This  is  a  position,  he  said, 
to  the  correctness  of  which  he  could  not  in  con- 
science subscribe.  It  was  so  repugnant  to  his 
views  that  he  must  reject  it  as  most  dangerous 
in  practice.  By  an  act  of  the  last  se-ssion  we 
authorized  the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a 
constitution,  which,  among  other  conditions, 
was  required  to  be  in  conformity  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States.  A  constitution  has 
been  framed  and  submitted  to  ns  for  inspection 
— inspection  for  what  purpose  ?  Certainly  that 
we  might  decide  upon  its  provisions,  which  if 
not  repugnant  to  the  rule  prescribed,  she  would 
be  entitled  in  good  faith  to  admission — if  repug- 
nant, she  must  suffer  rejection,  with  however 
much  pain  accompanied.  To  come  to  a  decision 
in  this  manner,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  conceived  it  to 
be  the  duty  of  Congress ;  a  duty,  from  the  per- 
formance of  vf hioh,  he  could  assure  gentlemen 
he  felt  no  disposition  to  shrink,  by  remitting  it 
to  the  Judiciary.  Is  not  the  question  fairly  be- 
fore us,  and  how  can  we  evade  a  direct  and 
unequivocal  answer,  regardless  of  consequences? 
bhould  Missouri  be  admitted,  and  that  part  of 
her  constitution  to  which  objection  is  made  be 
brought  to  beai-  upon  the  rights  of  an  individual, 
he  believed  the  court  ought  to  and  would  inter- 
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fere.  This  lie  had  always  understood  was  pe- 
culiarly the  province  of  the  judicial  department, 
where  the  constitutionality  of  an  act  was  called 
in  question.  It  was  a  power  which  he  hoped 
would  always  be  prudently  exercised. 

Mr.  0.  said  he  was  willing,  if  it  were  thought 
necessary,  to  TOte  for  another  act  or  resolution 
to  enable  the  people  of  Missouri  to  call  a  con- 
vention to  form  a  new  constitution,  or  to  alter 
the  present  one  in  such  a  way  as  to  obviate  ob- 
jections. Or  if  she  chose  to  do  this  without  the 
assistance  of  Congress,  he  for  one  would  not  be 
disposed  to  take^dvantage  of  the  circumstance. 

Mr.  0.  said,  as  he  now  had  the  opportunity, 
he  would  declare,  he  had  yesterday  listened  to 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  See- 
geant)  with  impatience.  That  gentleman  had 
assigned  sundry  reasons  why  the  subject  should 
be  postponed  until  the  commencement  of  the 
next  Congress,  when  it  could  be  settled  more  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  nation.  He  thought  the 
question  was  fuUy  understood,  as  well  as  the 
bearings  it  would  probably  have  upon  our  na- 
tional character ;  and  he,  for  one,  was  prepared 
to  decide  the  naked  proposition  of  admission  or 
rejection.  The  gentleman  has  alluded  to  a  strife 
for  power,  and  if  he  understood  him,  he  meant 
a  power  which  was  to  be  acquired  by  a  new 
party.  Such  considerations,  Mr.  0.  said,  should 
have  no  influence  on  him  in  pronouncing  judg- 
ment on  a  constitutional  question.  What,  he 
would  ask,  could  the  new  party,  which  it  is 
supposed  is  now  springing  up,  profit  him,  or  the 
State  which  he  assists  to  represent  ?  Should  it 
increase  and  attain  full  stature,  could  the  North- 
west expect  favors  which  are  now  denied  ? 

Mr.  GusHMAN,  of  Maine,  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  Not  being  habituated  to  par- 
liamentary debate,  and  possessing  a  set  of  nerves 
easUy  disconcerted,  I  but  seldom  lift  my  voice 
for  or  against  any  thing.  But,  on  this  occasion, 
I  have  strong  inducements  to  depart  from  my 
usual  silence.  Besides  the  right  which  I  have, 
in  common  with  others,  of  expressing  my  opin- 
ions, I  now  have  reasons  peculiar  to  myself.  A 
man  suspected  of  high  crimes  and  misde- 
meanors— ^the  high  crime  of  a  patriotic  ambi- 
tion— ^the  misdemeanor  of  endeavoring  to  pre- 
serve the  Union  entire,  by  preserving  the 
balance  of  its  parts,  may  surely  claim  the  right 
to  be  heard  in  his  own  defence. 

It  is  true,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  am  opposed 
to  slavery  in  every  form.  And  I  contend 
against  its  extension  on  what  I  conceive  to  be 
the  purest  principles  of  humanity.  It  appears 
to  me  to  be  fraught  with  the  most  deleterious 
evils.  It  cannot  bat  have  an  effect,  in  some  in- 
stances, injurious  to  the  finer  feelings  of  the 
heart.  I  know,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  there  are 
high-minded  gentlemen,  who  not  only  seem  to 
deny  to  the  African  the  capability  of  becoming  a 
citizen  in  this  country,  but  also  are  inclined  to 
refuse  him  a  place  on  the  roll  of  human  beings. 
I  shall  attempt  no  learned  analysis  to  prove  that 
a  ne<T0  is  a  man.  I  shall  not  contend  that  he 
is  possessed  of  an  organized  human  body,  to 


which  there  is  superadded  a  rational  soul.  The 
definition  of  man,  by  an  ancient  philosopher,  is 
suflScient  for  my  purpose — Animal  iipes  im- 
plume.  If  this  definition  be  correct,  it  will 
follow  that  a  negro  is  a  man.  He  is  certainly 
an  animal  with  two  legs ;  and  though  he  may 
have  something  resembling  wool,  he  is  also 
without  feathers — which  corresponds  to  the  de- 
finition given.  And,  if  a  man,  he  is  "  endowed 
with  certain  inalienable  rights ; "  for,  in  the 
first  article  of  the  political  creed  of  our  coun- 
try, it  is  declared  to  *e  a  "  self-evident  trutli, 
that  aU  men  are  created  equal."  But,  however 
this  may  be,  it  will  be  agreed  that  an  African 
is  endowed  with  a  degree  of  sensibility — ^that 
he  is  susceptible  of  pleasure  and  pain — that 
many  of  the  race  are  capable  of  strong  sensa- 
tions of  gratitude  and  love.  If  so,  these  feel- 
ings, by  their  condition  even  in  tliis  country, 
must  be  injured  to  a  degree  at  which  humanity 
cannot  but  recoil.  Who,  unmoved,  could  be- 
hold the  anguish  of  conjugal  attachment,  the 
yearnings  of  parental  affection,  the  pathetic 
cries  and  tears  of  filial  tenderness,  which  cannot 
but  be  felt  and  expressed,  when  husband  and 
wife,  parent  and  chUd,  brother  and  sister,  are 
forcibly  separated  from  each  other,  and  trans- 
ferred, like  beasts  of  burden,  or  as  insensible 
property,  from  owner  to  owner !  Sir,  could  I 
even  reflect  with  indifference  on  such  scenes  of 
agony  and  human  woe,  I  should  be  ashamed  to 
claim  kindred  with  the  human  race  ;  and  even 
blush  to  call  God  my  heavenly  Father.  Slavery, 
sir,  in  our  country,  admits  of  no  apology  but 
stern  imperious  necessity.  There  is  no  color  of 
excuse  by  extending  to  increase  the  evD. 

But,  though  I  contend  against  the  spi-ead  of 
slavery,  on  humane  principles,  yet  I  never  in- 
sinuated that  these  were  my  only  motives.  I 
have  also  strong  reasons  of  policy.  It  is  not, 
in  my  opinion,  wise  or  safe  to  spread  over  a 
new  country  a  population  which,  instead  of 
adding,  must  impair  its  physical  strength.  A 
slave  is  neither  a  soldier,  nor  a  seaman,  nor  an 
artisan,  except  of  the  lowest  kind.  Many  of 
them  are  but  menial  servants,  who  do  not  re- 
produce the  food  which  they  consume.  The 
earth,  in  general,  is  not  so  well  cultivated  by 
slaves,  nor  made  to  exhibit  those  scenes  of  fer- 
tility and  beauty  which  are  to  be  seen  where 
the  owners  are  the  cultivators  of  the  soil.  Nor 
can  a  section  of  country,  where  the  population 
consists  but  in  part  of  slaves,  furnish  such  num- 
bers, for  common  defence,  as  can  be  spared  in 
a  free  State,  where  every  able-bodied  man  is  a 
soldier.  It  is  known  that  in  all  our  wars,  some 
of  the  slaves  are  too  much  inclined  to  go  over 
to  the  enemy.  This,  to  be  sure,  is  wrong — ^but 
it  is  in  a  degree  natural.  For,  according  to  Mr. 
Jefferson,  if  a  slave  has  any  country,  it  is  not 
that  in  which  he  is  holden  in  bondage.  Allured 
by  the  hope  held  out  by  an  insidious  foe,  they 
are  ready  to  engage  in  some  work  of  mischief 
or  blood.  Hence,  in  times  of  danger  or  inva- 
sions, a  country  so  circumstanced,  instead  of 
furnishing  its  fair  proportion  of  soldiers  to  op- 
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posG  a  public  enemy,  might  retain  somewhat  of 
its  physical  strength  at  home  for  purposes  of 
safety — to  suppress  domestic  insurrection — to 
protect  their  wives  and  children,  their  altars 
and  their  firesides.  It  would  be  peculiarly  im- 
politic to  place  our  frontiers — ^those  inlets  of  an 
invading  foe — ^in  such  jeopardy. 

The  territories  of  the  United  States,  the  com- 
mon property  of  the  nation,  are  to  become  con- 
stituent parts  of  our  Eepublic.  Every  portion 
of  the  Union,  therefore,  must  feel  a  deep  inter- 
est, that  the  population  of  the  States,  which 
are  to  be  formed  out  of  these  territories,  espe- 
cially if  the  West  is  destined  to  be  the  seat  of 
the  empire,  should  consist,  not  of  slaves,  who 
might  endanger  the  public  safety,  but  of  citi- 
zens— enlightened,  virtuous,  enterprising  citi- 
zens— able  to  contribute  to  the  ornament  and 
defence  of  our  common  country. 

It  is,  sir,  in  the  nature  of  man,  especially  of 
irresponsiljle  bodies  of  men,  and  all  triumphant 
majorities  are  Irresponsible  when  fortified  by 
power,  to  be  forgetful  of  right.  Those  but  sel- 
dom obtain  justice,  who  are  not  in  a  situation 
to  cause  its  claims  to  be  respected.  The  sound- 
est maxims  of  "policy  require  that  no  section  of 
our  country  should  gain  such  an  enormous  as- 
cendency as  to  give  the  law  to  the  rest.  It 
would,  in  time,  crush  the  other  under  its  feet. 
To  guard  against  such  an  abuse,  there  should  be 
preserved  a  balance  of  power — yes,  sir,  a  bal- 
ance of  power.  At  the  repetition  of  the  phrase 
gentlemen  seem  to  take  the  alarm.  As  if 
struck  witli  a  panic,  they  almost  lose  the  bal- 
ance of  their  minds,  to  say  nothing  of  the  har- 
mony of  their  good  feelings.  The  balance  of 
power  !  exclaim  gentlemen,  in  astonishment — 
as  if  they  saw  in  it  an  ill  omen,  portentous  of 
direful  events — some  dreadful  calamity  impend- 
ing over  our  Eepublic.  What  do  yon  mean, 
say  they,  by  the  balance  (jf  power?  I  mean, 
sir,  in  the  nation,  something  like  that  equilib- 
rium preserved  in  the  natural  world  by  the 
operation  of  the  centripetal  and  the  centrifugal 
forces  of  nature — the  action  of  the  one,  and 
the  reaction  of  the  other.  As  on  this  equi- 
librium depends  the  order  and  harmony  of  the 
natural  system,  so  on  a  balance  of  power  re- 
sembling this  depends  the  safety  of  our  con- 
federated Kepublio.  But  if  gentlemen  are  dis- 
pleased with  this  illustration,  I  will  attempt  an- 
other— I  mean,  sir,  something  in  our  Federal 
system,  resembling  the  barriers  which  prevent 
the  ocean  from  overflowing  the  land — ^flied  by 
the  Almighty,  when  he  said  to  its  turbulent 
waters,  "  Hitherto  thou  hast  come,  but  thou 
shalt  proceed  no  further — and  here  shall  thy 
proud  waves  be  stayed."  This  balance  of  pow- 
er has  been  highly  useful  in  other  countries. 
When  it  has  been  entirely  broken  down,  the 
consequence  has  been  fatal  to  nations,  as  it  has 
lately  been  seen  in  the  convulsions  of  Europe. 
But  fortunate,  sir,  for  the  world,  by  the  mag- 
nanimous policy  of  the  Emperor  Alexander, 
this  balance  was  restored,  and  nations,  as  the 
result,  are  beating  their  swords  into  plough- 


shares, and  spears  into  prnning-hooks,  and  seem 
to  be  inclined  to  learn  war  no  more !  I  believe, 
sir,  that  a  balance  of  power  would  not  be  with- 
out some  salutary  effect  in  this  nation.  It 
might  restrain  the  intemperance  of  inordinate 
ambition  in  individuals,  and  check  the  proud 
assumptions  of  aspiring  States.  But,  sir,  to  re- 
turn from  this  seeming  digression  into  which  I 
have  been  led  by  the  observations  which  have 
been  made  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  I  have 
further  to  say,  that  the  Northern  and  Eastern 
portions  of  this  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
serving it  entire,  at  the  adoption  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  submitted  to  an*  evil  for  which 
they  could  provide  no  speedy  remedy.  Onr 
country  was  then  bounded  by  the  Mississippi, 
and  little  was  to  be  apprehended,  as  the  condi- 
tion of  the  States  was  at  that  period,  from  an 
overgrown  power,  derived  from  a  slave  popu- 
lation. But  conld  it  have  been  foreseen  that  a 
territory  west  of  that  river,  larger  than  the  old 
thirteen  United  States,  would  have  been  added 
to  our  country,  out  of  which  new  States,  almost 
to  infinity,  were  to  be  formed,  with  the  privi- 
lege of  holding  slaves,  I  am  persuaded  that 
neither  Massachusetts,  nor  any  part  of  New 
England,  and  perhaps  none  of  the  now  free 
States  then  extant,  would  have  consented,  on 
such  terms,  to  have  come  into  this  Union. 

Mr.  Ttlee  said  that  he  had,  during  the  pres- 
ent session,  maintained  a  profound  silence  on 
the  interesting  topic  which  had  so  long  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  House  and  nation ;  that 
nothing  but  the  expos6  which  had  been  made 
to  the  House  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, (Mr.  Sbegeant,)  could  have  induced  him 
now  to  present  himself  to  the  notice  of  the 
House  upon  a  subject  so  hackneyed.  The  re- 
marks made  by  that  gentleman  were  of  a  char- 
acter so  novel  and  alarming,  that  it  would  not 
become  him  to  pass  them  by  unnoticed.  The 
gentleman  (Mr.  Sargeant)  had  talked  about 
the  balance  of  power.  What  is  it  that  the  gen- 
tleman means  by  this  language  ?  Had  he  well 
weighed  it  before  he  gave  it  utterance  ?  To  his 
mind  the  gentleman  had  conjured  up  a  fearful 
fiend.  He  had  told  us  that  no  danger  was  to 
be  apprehended  from  keeping  alive  this  ques- 
tion. He  had  cried  "peace,  peace,"  when  he 
had  presented  himself  as  fighting  under  the 
banners  of  a  fiend  from  which  Mr.  T.  turned 
with  fear  and  dismay.  Look  on  the  page  of 
history,  and  tell  me  (said  Mr.  T.)  what  has  been 
the  most  fruitful  cause  of  war,  of  rapine,  and 
of  death  ?  Has  it  been  any  other  than  this 
struggle  for  the  balance  of  power  ?  Desolation 
has,  in  all  ages,  marked  its  existence,  and  heca- 
tombs of  slaughtered  victims  have  been  raised 
to  appease  its  fury.  Sir,  said  he,  it  is  a  monster 
that  feasts  on  the  bodies  of  mangled  carcasses, 
and  swills  on  human  blood.  And  has  it  come 
to  this,  that  we  are  now  to  enter  into  this  strug- 
gle for  power  ?  And  against  whom  do  gentle- 
men propose  to  carry  on  this  war  ?  Against 
brethren — members  of  the  same  common  family. 
It  might  be  natural  to  wish  to  elevate  ourselves 
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to  a  superiority  of  power  in  reference  to  for- 
eign nations;  but  it  is  unnatural,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  for  one  section  of  a  common  country, 
to  entertain  a  wish  of  the  sort  in  reference  to 
the  rest.  Equality  is  all  that  can  be  asked  for, 
and  that  equality  is  secured  to  each  State  of 
this  Union  by  the  constitution  of  the  land.  But 
what  is  the  character  of  the  power  sought  now 
to  be  obtained  by  the  gentleman  and  his  asso- 
ciates ?  Do  they  want  to  secure  to  the  non- 
slaveholding  States  a  preponderance  in  the  Na- 
tional Legislature?  We  have  been  told  cor- 
rectly by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Stoees,)  that  they  already  have  the  prepon- 
derance of  twenty  odd  votes.  This,  then,  it  is 
obvious,  cannot  be  the  power,  for  the  acquisition 
of  which  they  are  ready  to  undertake  this 
crusade  against  the  South  and  "West.  I,  said 
Ml'.  T.,  follow  but  the  inference  which  the  mem- 
ber from  New  York  (Mr.  Stoebs)  has  drawn, 
■when  I  express  the  hypothesis,  that  it  must  be 
a  power  of  a  different  character  which  gentle- 
men are  in  pursuit  of.  It  may  be  their  purpose 
to  elevate  to  high  stations  some  particular  fa- 
vorites. 

But  what  can  a  ma,jority  of  this  House  hope 
to  gain  by  this  unhallowed  struggle  ?  It  is  a 
game  at  which  only  a  few  can  win,  and  all  that 
wiU  remain  to  the  majority  of  the  actors  in  this 
drama  will  be  the  slave-like  privilege  of  wor- 
shipping at  the  feet  of  an  idol.  And  has  it 
come  to  this,  that,  instead  of  looking  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  our  country's  happiness,  we  shall 
now  use  our  efforts  to  advance  the  political 
views  of  an  individual  3  I  should  be  willing  to 
sacrifice  myself  on  the  altar  of  my  country,  for 
the  common  good.  I  idolize  the  institutions  of 
this  highly  favored  land ;  but  I  never  wiU  con- 
sent to  become  the  idolater  of  any  man  on 
earth.  I  know  but  of  one  rule  to  govern  me  in 
selecting  men  for  office,  and  it  is  found  in  the 
wisdom,  intelligence,  and  virtue  of  the  candi- 
date. Whether  he  be  born  in  Massachusetts  or 
Virginia,  is  a  consideration  unworthy  of  being 
taken  into  the  estimate.  If,  then,  there  be  a 
man  in  this  House  or  nation,  governed  by  mo- 
tives of  a  different  character,  in  the  name  of 
virtue  and  patriotism,  I  demand  that  he  shall 
abjure  them. 

The  gentleman,  (Mr.  Seegeant,)  as  another 
reason  for  postponing  this  question  to  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  urged  the  propriety  of  sub- 
mitting it  to  the  people,  and  intimated  that  they 
might  be  dissatisfied  with  a  decision  now.  No 
man,  said  Mr.  T.,  holds  in  higher  reverence  the 
wishes  of  the  people  than  I  do.  The  wishes  of 
my  constituents  on  any  subject  other  than  a 
constitutional  question,  would  be  my  law.  But 
they  have  elected  us  to  act  for  them,  and  on 
this  subject  they  leave  us  uninstructed.  While 
it  would  but  answer  the  end  of  our  agency  here 
to  bow  to  their  will,  when  properly  expressed, 
it  would  be  worse  than  degrading  for  us  to  hesi- 
tate about  acting,  lest  we  might  incur  their  dis- 
pleasure. In  such  a  ease  as  this,  what  would 
be  the  weight  of  their  displeasure  ?    Our  coun- 


try is  agitated  from  one  end  of  it  to  the  other ; 
a  state  of  things  exists  calculated  to  fiU  the  mind 
of  the  patriot  with  awful  forebodings  of  the 
future ;  a  breach  has  been  made  in  the  affec- 
tions of  this  people  for  each  other,  ■which  every 
day  serves  but  to  enlarge.  Is  there  a  man  who 
hears  me,  who  would  not  be  willing,  lUre  an- 
other Ourtius,  to  devote  himself  to  destruction 
to  heal  this  breach?  Would  you  prefer  the 
ephemeral  popularity  of  the  hour  to  the  renown 
which  lasts  for  ages  ?  Our  lineage  would  give 
the  lie  to  such  a  slander.  No,  sir ;  let  us  not 
delay  to  settle  this  question,  and  forever.  _  The 
gentleman  teDs  us  the  majority  alone  will  make 
a  sacrifice  by  voting  for  any  proposition  of  com- 
promise. What  is  the  fact  ?  The  South  con- 
tends that  Missouri  should  be  instantly  admit- 
ted into  the  Union ;  the  North  cannot  agree  to 
this,  because  it  descries  something  in  the  con- 
stitution repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  The  answer  to  this  objection 
has  been  repeated  over  and  over  again.  If  such, 
in  truth,  be  the  fact,  let  her  come  into  the 
Union,  and  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  win  vindicate  its  own  supremacy.  Your 
objection,  however,  stUl  remains  unshaken,  and 
you  propose  that  she  shall  be  admitted,  upon 
the  condition  that  her  Legislature  shall  pass  no 
law  violatory  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Union. 
We  meet  you  on  this  half-way  ground,  and  close 
in  with  your  proposition.  Now,  sir,  where  is 
the  sacrifice  of  principle  on  either  side  ?  You 
guard  the  constitution  from  infraction,  and  we 
have  no  hesitancy  in  uniting  with  you  in  this 
good  work.  If,  then,  gentlemen  are  sincere  in 
the  objection  which  they  raise,  that  objection 
may  readily  be  remo's'ed,  and  I  ■will  still  enter- 
tain the  hope  that  this  session  will  not  ter- 
minate without  the  final  adjustment  of  this 
odious  subject. 

The  question  being  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
proposed  amendment,  the  Chairman  pronounced 
the  division  to  be  in  the  affirmative — yeas  75, 
nays  73. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
amendment  to  the  House;  and  the  question 
being  put  on  agreeing  to  the  amendment  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the 
vote  was — yeas  79,  nays  88. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  being  then 
again  read,  in  the  words  following,  to  ■wit : 

Resolved  hy  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, That  the  State  of  Missoiiri  shall  be,  and  is  here- 
by declared,  one  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  is  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States,  in  all  respects  ■whatever ; 
Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so 
construed  as  to  give  the  assent  of  Congress  to  any 
provision  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri  (if  any  such 
there  he)  ■which  contravenes  that  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  ■wliich  declares  that 
the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several 
States. 

Mr.  Stoers  moved  to  amend  the  same  as  fol- 
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lows,  viz :  Strike  out  from  the  word  "  declared  " 
the  balance  of  the  resolution,  and  insert,  in  lieu 
thereof,  the  following : 

"  To  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  one  of  the 
United  States,  on  an  equal  footing  -witli  the  original 
States,  on  the  first  day  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress :  Provided,  That  it  shall  be  taken  as  a  funda- 
mental condition  upon  -which  the  said  State  shall  be 
incorporated  into  the  Union,  and  to  be  of  perpetual 
obligation  on  the  said  State,  (in  faith  whereof  this 
resolution  is  passed  by  Congress,)  that  no  law  shall 
ever  be  enacted  by  the  said  State,  which  shall  impair 
or  contravene  the  rights,  privileges,  or  immunities, 
secured  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to 
any  persons  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  citi- 
zens of  other  States,  or  to  prevent  such  persons  from 
repioving  to,  and  settling  in,  said  State :  And,  pro- 
vided further.  That  the  Legislature,  acting  under  the 
constitution  already  adopted  in  Missouri  as  a  State, 
shall,  as  a  convention,  (for  which  purpose  the  consent 
of  Congress  is  hereby  granted,)  declare  their  assent 
by  a  public  act  to  the  said  condition,  before  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  and  transmit  to  Congress  an  at- 
tested copy  of  such  act  by  the  first  day  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress." 

Mr.  Clay  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by 
striking  out  the  words  "  on  the  first  day  of  the 
next  session,"  where  they  first  occur;  and  the 
motion  was  agreed  to — 78  votes  to  71. 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
so  as  to  make  it  read  "  citizens  of  the  United 
States,"  instead  of  "citizens  of  other  States." 
This  motion  was  negatived  by  79  votes  to  70. 

Mr.  EoBEETSoN  moved  to  amend  the  pro- 
posed amendment  by  striking  out  of  it  the 
words  "  or  to  prevent  such  persons  from  mov- 
ing to  and  settling  in  said  State."  This  motion 
was  negatived  by  79  votes  to  70. 

Mr.  Baeboite  then  moved  to  amend  the  said 
amendment  by  striking  out  the  following  words, 
viz :  "  That  no  law  shall  ever  be  enacted  by 
the  said  State  which  shall  impair  or  contravene 
the  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities,  secured 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to  any 
persons  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  citi- 
zens of  other  States,"  and,  in  lieu  thereof, 
inserting  "that  no  law  which  may  be  passed 
by  the  said  State  shall  be  so  construed  as  to 
impair  or  contravene  the  rights,  privileges,  or 
immunities,  secured  to  citizens  of  the  other 
States  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States." 

On  the  question  being  taken  so  to  amend  the 
amendment,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  CuTHBEBT  having  called  for  a  division 
of  the  question  on  Mr.  Stokes's  amendment,  so 
as  to  take  it  first  on  agreeing  to  the  following 
words : 

"  To  be  admitted  into  the'Union  as  one  of  the 
United  States,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,  on  the  first  day  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress :  Provided,  That  it  shall  be  taken  as  a  funda- 
mental condition  upon  which  the  said  State  shall  be 
insorporated  into  the  Union,  and  to  be  of  perpetual 
obligation  on  the  said  State,  (in  faith  whereof  this 
resolution  is  passed  by  Congress,)  that  no  law  shall 
ever  be  enacted  by  the  said  State  which  shall  impair 


or  contravene  the  rights,  privileges,  or  immunities, 
secured  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to 
any  persons  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  citi- 
zens  of  other  States  " — 

The  question  was  so  taken  accordingly,  and 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays — ^yeas  75,  nays  92. 

So  the  first  part  of  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected, and  the  remainder  fell  to  the  ground  of 
course. 

Mr.  S.  MooEB  then  moved  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  by  striking  out  the  proviso 
thereto  annexed,  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof 
the  following : 

Provided,  That  the  following  conditions  be  taken 
as  fundamental  conditions  and  terms  upon  which  the 
said  State  is  incorporated  into  the  Union,  namely : 
that  the  fourth  clause  of  the  twenty-sixth  section  of 
the  third  article  of  the  constitution  submitted  by  the 
people  of  Missouri  to  the  consideration  of  Congress, 
shall,  as  soon  as  the  provisions  of  said  constitution 
will  admit,  be  expunged,  or  so  amended  that  it  shall 
not  be  appKcable  to  citizens  of  any  State  in  this 
Union  ;  and  that,  until  expunged  or  so  amended,  no 
law  passed  in  conformity  thereto  shall  be  construed 
to  extend  to  any  citizen  of  either  State  in  this  Union. 

The  motion  was  negatived — ayes  56. 

Mr.  Clayh  motion  for  a  Committee  of  Thirteen. 
Mr.  Clay,  then,  seeing  that  all  effort  at 
amendment  had  failed,  and  anxious  to  make  a 
last  effort  to  settle  this  distracting  question, 
moved  to  refer  the  Senate's  resolution  to  a  com- 
mittee of  thirteen  members. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  were  appointed  a  committee  ac- 
cordingly : 
Messrs.  Clay,  of  Ky.,         Messrs.  Archer,  of  Va., 

Eustis,  of  Masa,  Hackley,  of  N.Y., 

Smith,  of  Md.,  S.  Moore,  of  Pa.. 

Sergeant,  of  Pa.,  Cobb,  of  Ga., 

Lowndes,  of  S.  C,  Tomlinson,  of  Ct. 

Ford,  of  N.  Y.,  Butler,  of  N.  H., 

and  Campbell,  of  Ohio. 


Sattjeday,  February  3. 

Mr.  McLaxe  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  of  course  lies  on  the  table : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  this  House  a  statement 
of  the  bounties  and  allowances  paid  to  fishing  ves- 
sels each  year,  from  the  commencement  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  the  present  time. 

Appropriation  Bill — Missowri  in  it. 

On  opening  the  first  item  of  this  bill,  the 
Missouri  question  was  discovered  lurking  in  it! 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  having  moved  to 
fill  the  first  blank  in  the  bill  with  |314,866,  to 
defray  the  expense  and  compensation  to  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  their 
officers,  and  attendants — 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  a 
smaller  sum,  presuming  that  the  sum  moved  by 
Mr.  Smith  was  founded  on  estimates  including 
the  Delegate  from  Missouri.    As  there  was  no 
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such.  Delegate  recognized  on  the  floor  of  the 
House,  the  appropriation  ought  to  be  diminislied 
accordingly. 

A  good  deal  of  desultory  debate  followed  on 
this  proposition,  the  leading  features  only  of 
which  are  sketched  below. 

Mr.  BuTLEE,  of  Louisiana,  inquired  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  "Ways  and  Means, 
whether  the  sum  which  he  had  proposed  was 
intended  to  cover  the  pay  for  the  Senators  from 
Missouri. 

Mr.  Smith  said,  the  sum  was  proposed  in  con- 
formity with  the  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  was  not  J)redicated  on  any 
additional  expenditure,  as  the  State  of  Missouri 
had  not  been  admitted.  But  at  any  rate  the  sum 
would  be  sufiBicient,  because  there  was  always, 
from  the  absence,  the  sickness  at  home,  or  the 
death  of  members,  a  considerable  surplus  left. 

Mr.  MoLean"  said,  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri did  not  present  himself  as  the  Delegate, 
but  as  the  Representative  from  that  State.  Mr. 
McL.''went  on  to  remark,  that  this  question 
about  Missouri  met  them  at  every  step,  and  in 
every  shape ;  and  it  reaUy  would  be  better  to 
postpone  this  biU,  and,  indeed,  all  other  im- 
portant bills,  until  that  embarrassing  question 
could  be  settled.  "With  that  view  he  moved 
that  the  committee  now  rise,  and  report  pro- 
gress. 

Mr.  Tyler  coincided  in  opinion  with  Mr.  Mo- 
Lban,  and  hoped  the  motion  would  prevail,  es- 
pecially as  the  public  interest  could  not  suffer 
from  a  little  delay  in  passing  the  bOl. 

Mr.  Baldwdj  hoped  the  committee  would 
not  rise.  The  clause  in  question  dw.  not  go 
into  items  at  all,  and  it  could  not,  therefore, 
well  give  rise  to  the  question  concerning  Mis- 
souri, which  had  been  started  by  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia. 

The  motion  for  the  committee  to  rise  was 
negatived — ayes  31. 

Mr.  Teimble  spoke,  to  show  that  Mr.  Cobb 
would  gain  nothing,  if  he  should  even  carry  his 
motion  to  reduce  the  appropriation.  The  ap- 
propriation was  made  as  though  Missouri  was  a 
State ;  if  she  were  not  admitted  into  the  Union 
as  such,  she  must  be  abandoned  altogether,  or 
must  be  legislated  for  as  a  territory,  and  that 
question  would  with  more  propriety  come  up  in 
another  part  of  the  bUl,  making  provision  for 
the  Territories.  He  thought  it  not  necessary, 
therefore,  to  impede  the  bill  by  pressing  this 
motion. 

Mr.  Cobb  observed,  in  substance,  that  the 
sum  proposed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  was  either  too  large  or 
too  small.  If  intended  to  provide  for  Missouri 
as  a  Stafe  it  was  too  small,  as  it  did  not  provide 
for  the  Senators ;  and  if  otherwise,  it  was  too 
large.  He  did  not  wish  to  bring  up  at  all  the 
question  concerning  the  present  character  or 
condition  of  Missouri,  but  he  did  not  think  it 
right  to  appropriate  for  a  Delegate  unless  for 
the  Senators  also. 

Mr.  Lowndes  remarked,  that  whether  they 


took  the  larger  or  the  smaller  sum  was  imma- 
terial, as  either  would  be  sufficient  for  the  ob- 
ject in  any  event ;  there  being  always  a  balance 
of  the  appropriation  left  from  this  branch  of 
the  expenditure.  The  adoption,  therefore,  of 
either  sum  proposed,  could  involve  no  question 
relative  to  Missouri. 

Mr.  MoOnLLOTjaH  did  not  conceive  that  the 
appropriation  involved  the  Missouri  question  at 
all.  They  made  appropriations  for  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Eepresentatives  generally,  with- 
out undertaking  to  sa^»who  were  Senators  and 
members.  Such  as  were  so  would  come  for- 
ward and  receive  their  pay,  and  no  others. 
This  appropriation  was  intended  for  the  current 
year ;  if  Missouri  should  be  admitted,  her  mem- 
bers in  both  Houses  would  be  paid  of  course ; 
if  not,  the  money  would  remain  in  the  Treas- 
ury. 

Mr.  Trimble  said,  the  gentleman  had  told  the 
committee  how  the  members  were  to  be  paid 
if  that  State  should  be  admitted ;  but  suppose 
Missouri  should  not  be  admitted,  Mr.  T.  asked, 
how  her  Senators  and  members  were  to  draw 
their  pay  then  ? 

Mr.  MoCuLLouGH  was  understood  to  say,  in 
reply,  that  if  the  State  were  not  admitted,  her 
Senators  could  -not  be  paid  under  this  appro- 
priation; and  that  it  would  require  a  special 
vote  of  Congress  to  authorize  them  to  draw 
pay. 

Mr.  LivEBMOEE,  by  way  of  obviating  all  dif- 
ficulty, moved  an  amendment,  containing  a 
separate  appropriation  of  the  necessary  sum 
for  the  Senators  and  member  from  Missouri. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to — yeas  50,  nays  44-. 


Monday,  February  5. 
South  AmericoM  States. 
The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  General  Appropriation  BUI. 

Mr.  Olat  moved  the  amendment,  which  he 
a  few  days  ago  intimated  it  to  be  his  intention 
to  propose  to  the  bUl,  and  was  as  follows : 

"  For  an  outfit  and  one  year's  salary  to  such  Min- 
ister as  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  may  send  to  any  Government 
of  Sontii  America,  wliioh  has  established  and  is  main- 
taining its  independency  on  Spain,  a  snm  not  exceed- 
ing S18,000." 

Mr.  Clay  followed  his  motion  with  a  speech 
of  more  than  an  hour's  length  m  its  support. 

Mr.  Lowndes  submitted  briefly  the  reasons 
why  he  conceived  the  adoption  of  the  proposi- 
tion at  this  time  inexpedient,  and  the  mode  of 
obtaining  the  object  improper. 

Mr.  EoBEETSON,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  at  large 
agaiust  the  motion. 

When  Mr.  E.  had  taken  Ms  seat — 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  advocated,  decidedly 
and  earnestly,  an  immediate  and  unquaMfled  re- 
cognition of  South  American  independence. 

Ml'.  Stevens,  of  Connecticut,  followed  on  the 
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same  side,  and  spoke  at  some  length  iu  support 
of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Teimule,  of  Kentucky,  also  advocated, 
at  some  length,  the  adoption  of  the  proposi- 
tion. 

Mr.  OuxPBPEE,  of  North  Carolina,  stated  suc- 
cinctly why  he  should  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Olat  again  occupied  the  floor  some  time 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Lowsdbs,  and  in  a  zealous  sup- 
port of  the  proposition. 

Mr.  Ehba,  of  Tennessee,  briefly  oflfered  the 
reasons  which  influenced  him  to  oppose  the 
proposition. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  adopting  the 
proposed  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive.   For  the  amendment  Y3 ;  against  it  17. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the 
bill  and  the  amendments  made  thereto,  to  the 
House. 


"Wednesday,  February  7. 
A  new  member,  to  wit,  from  North  Caro- 
lina, "William  S.  Blacklbdgb,  elected  to  sup- 
ply the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of 
Jesse  Slocumb,  appeared,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 


Satuedat,  February  10. 
Missouri — Mr.  Butler^s  Proposition. 
Mr.  Butlee,  of  New  Hampshire,  submitted 
the  following  joint  resolution : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, That  the  people  of  Missouri  b^  and  they  are 
hereby,  authorized  to  form  a  new  constitution,  or 
to  alter  the  constitution  wbicb  they  have  already 
formed  and  presented  to  Congress,  in  such  way  and 
manner  as  they  may  judge  most  proper,  and  submit 
the  same  to  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  being  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States. 

Mr.  ToMLiNSOir  said,  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  was  certainly 
entitled  to  the  deliberate  consideration  of  the 
House,  and,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  gentle- 
men an  opportunity  to  examine  the  proposition, 
Mr.  T.  moved  that  it  be  laid  upon  the  table  and 
printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Seport  from  the  Gommittee  of  Thirteen. 
Mr.  Clay,  from  the  Select  Committee,  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  delivered  in 
the  following  report  and  amendment: 

The  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  from  the  Senate  declaring  the  admission 
jf  the  State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union,  have,  ao- 
lording  to  order,  had  the  same  under  consideration, 
md  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  House  the  following 
report : 

That  they  have  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the 
luty  assigned  them  by  the  House,  with  the  most 
inxious  desire  to  arrive  at  a  conclusion  which  would 


give  general  satisfaction ;  that,  in  tho  prosecution  of 
this  purpose,  it  seemed  to  them  to  be  useful  to  ascer- 
tain, in  the  first  place,  by  a  full  and  frank  compari- 
son of  opinions  among  themselves,  whether  any,  and 
what,  conditions  ought  to  be  prescribed  to  the  ad- 
mission of  Missouri  into  the  Union ;  that,  on  making 
this  comparison,  the  opinion  appeared  to  be  nearly 
unanimous  in  the  committee,  that  no  other  condi- 
tions ought  now  to  be  required  than  those  which 
were  specified  in  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, providing  for  the  admission  of  Missouri  into 
the  Union;  and  that,  considering  all  the  circum- 
stances attending  that  act,  the  settlement  which  it 
made  of  the  question  of  restriction  ought  not  to  be 
disturbed ;  that  this  opinion  limited  their  subsequent 
inquiry  to  the  consideration  of  the  single  question, 
whether  the  constitution  which  Missouri  has  formed 
for  herself,  contained  any  tlung  in  it  which  fiimished 
a  valid  objection  to  her  incorporation  in  the  Union? 
And,  on  that  question,'  they  thought  that  there  was 
no  other  provision  in  that  constitution  to  which  Con- 
gress cotdd  of  right  take  exception,  but  that  which 
makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri  to 
pass  laws  to  prevent  free  negroes  and  mulattoe«  from 
going  to  and  settling  in  the  said  State.  In  regard 
to  that  clause,  the  same  diversity  of  opinion  existed 
among  the  members  of  the  committee  which  had 
been  previously  manifested  in  the  House— one  por- 
tion believing  it  liable  to  an  interpretation  repugnant 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
other  thinking  it  not  exposed  to  tihat  objection,  or 
that,  if  it  were,  the  exceptionable  interpretation  was 
superseded  by  the  paramount  authority  of  the  Federal 
Constitution. 

With  these  conflicting  opinions,  the  committee 
thought  it  bsst  that,  without  either  side  abandoning 
its  opinion,  an  endeavor  should  be  made  to  frame  an 
amendment  to  the  Senate's  resolution,  which,  com- 
promising neither,  should  contain  an  aidequate  secu- 
rity against  the  violation  of  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities of  citizens  of  other  States  in  Missouri ;  and,  a 
majority  of  the  committee  thinking  that  such  security 
could  not  be  sufficiently  afforded  without  some  pre- 
vious act  to  be  done  by  the  Legislature  of  Missouri, 
the  amendment  was  finally  agreed  upon,  which  they 
now  beg  leave  to  report. 

According  to  this  amendment,  Missouri  is  to  bo 
admitted  into  the  Union  upon  the  fundamental  con- 
dition, that  she  shall  never  pass  any  laws  preventing 
any  description  of  persons  from  going  to  and  settling 
in  the  said  State,  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be- 
come, citizens  of  any  of  the  States  in  this  Union ;  and, 
upon  the  Legislature  of  the  said  State  signifying  its 
assent  to  that  condition,  by  a  solemn  public  act,  which 
is  to  be  communicated  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  he  is  to  proclaim  the  fact,  and  thereupon  the 
admission  of  the  said  State  into  the  Union  is  to  be 
complete,  without  any  further  or  other  proceeding  on 
the  part  of  Congress.  To  prevent,  however,  this 
amendment  from  being  considered  as  impairing  any 
right  which  may  appertain  to  Missouri,  in  common 
with  other  States,  to  exclude  from  her  jurisdiction 
persons  under  peculiar  circumstances,  (suoli  as  pau- 
pers, vagabonds,  &c.,)  a  further  proviso  is  added, 
declaring  that  nothing  in  the  said  amendment  is  to 
be  construed_  to  take  from  Missouri,  when  admitted 
into  the  Union,  the  exercise  of  any  right  or  power 
which  the  original  States  may  constitutionally  ex- 
ert. 

The  modification  which  the  committee  thus  re- 
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speotfully  recommend  of  the  Senate's  resolution,  is 
the  result  of  a  spirit  of  concord,  under  the  guidance 
of  which  they  have  anxiously  sought,  without  the 
sacrifice  of  principle  on  either  side,  to  reconcile  the 
variant  opinions  among  them.  There  cannot  be  a 
douht  hut  that  Missouri,  solicitous  as  she  must  he,  to 
participate  in  all  the  high  advantages  of  our  excellent 
Union,  will  eagerly  seize  the  opportunity  of  testifying 
her  attachment  to  the  Federal  Constitution,  hy  giving 
the  solemn  pledge  which  she  is  asked  to  make,  to 
respect  the  privileges  and  immunities  which  it  secures 
to  citizens  of  other  States — a  pledge  become  neces- 
saiy,  in  the  opinion  of  a  large  and  respectable  portion 
of  the  House,  by  the  terms  which  she  has  employed 
in  a  clause  of  her  constitution.  Nor  will  there  be  a 
doubt  of  the  sincerity  or  efScacy  of  such  a  pledge. 
On  the  other  hand,  if,  by  postponing,  for  a  short 
period,  her  admission  into  the  Union — a  circum- 
stance every  day  less  and  less  important,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  lapse  of  the  time  allotted  to  this  ses- 
sion, those  who  thought  her  invested  with  a  perfect 
right  to  be  admitted,  without  delay,  are  not  fully 
gratified,  they  will  be  consoled  by  the  reflection  that 
the  amendment  requires  only  the  performance  of  a 
precise  and  simple  act,  which  cannot  he  mistaken 
by  the  highly  responsible  officer  to  whom  the  judg- 
ment of  its  execution  is  confided  ;  and  the  whole 
House  must  be  gratified  with  any  proper  disposition 
of  the  subject,  which  wiU  henceforth  free  the  public 
deUberations  from  the  agitation  and  disturbance  to 
which  it  is  but  too  likely  always  to  give  rise.  And 
your  committee  believe  tbat  all  must  ardently  unite 
in  wishing  an  amicable  termination  of  a  question 
which,  if  it  be  longer  kept  open,  cannot  fail  to  pro- 
duce, and  possibly  to  perpetuate,  prejudices  and  ani- 
mosities among  a  people  to  Tfhom  the  conservation 
of  their  moral  ties  should  be  even  dearer,  if  possible, 
than  that  of  their  political  bond.  Sharing,  as  the 
committee  do,  largely  in  this  sentiment,  they  re- 
spectfully submit  to  the  House  the  amendment  which 
they  propose,  in  the  hope  that  it  will  be  received 
and  considered  in  the  same  spirit  in  which  it  has 
been  devised. 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  "  he "  in  the  third 
line  of  the  Senate's  resolution,  and  insert 

"Admitted  into  this  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States,  in  all  respects  whatever, 
upon  the  fundamental  condition,  that  the  said  State 
shall  never  pass  any  law  preventing  any  description 
of  persons  from  coming  to  and  settling  in  the  said 
State,  who  now  are  or  hereafter  may  become  citizens 
of  any  of  the  States  of  this  Union :  And  provided,  also. 
That  the  Legislature  of  the  said  State,  by  a  solemn 
public  act,  shall  declare  the  assent  of  the  said  State 
to  the  said  fundamental  condition,  and  shall  transmit 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  on  or  before 
the  fourth  Monday  of  November  next,  an  authentic 
copy  of  the  said  act ;  upon  the  receipt  whereof,  the 
President,  by  proclamation,  shall  announce  the  fact ; 
whereupon,  and  without  any  further  proceeding  on 
the  part  of  Congress,  the  admission  of  the  said  State 
into  this  Union  shall  he  considered  as  complete : 
And  provided,  further,  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  construed  to  take  from  the  said  State  of 
Missouri,  when  admitted  into  this  Union,  the  exer- 
cise of  any  right  or  power  which  can  now  be  con- 
stitutionally exercised  by  any  of  the  original  States." 

The  resolution, "  with  the  report,  was,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Clat,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  ta- 


ble ;  and  Mr.  Clay  gave  notice  that  he  should 
call  for  its  consideration  on  Monday. 

South  American  Provinces. 
Mr.  Clat  rose,  and  snhmitted  for  considera- 
tion the  following  I'esolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  House  of  Representatives  par- 
ticipates with  the  people  of  the  United  States  in  the 
deep  interest  which  they  feel  for  the  success  of  the 
Spanish  provinces  of  South  America  which  are  strug- 
gling to  estabhsh  their  liberty  and  independence  ;  and 
that  it  will  give  its  constiftitional  support  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  whenever  he  may  deem 
it  expedient  to  recognize  the  sovereignty  and  inde- 
pendence of  any  of  the  said  provinces. 

In  offering  this  resolution,  Mr.  0.  said  he  was 
influenced  by  the  general  solicitude  which  he 
felt  on  this  subject,  and  by  the  conviction  that 
there  was  a  majority  of  the  House  in  favor  of 
an  expression  of  a  sentiment  favorable  to  the 
cause  of  the  people  of  the  Spanish  provinces. 
The  vote  of  yesterday,  to  the  contrary,  was  in- 
fluenced, in.  a  great  degree,  it  was  evident,  by 
considerations  of  form.  He  had  framed  this  res- 
olution so  as,  he  hoped,  to  be  unexceptionable 
in  that  respect ;  and,  though  it  did  not  go  as  far 
as  he  wished  to  go,  it  went  to  a  certain  extent 
in  giving  the  countenance  of  this  House  to  the 
exertions  of  the  people  of  the  South.  Mr.  0. 
said,  as  the  subject  was  weU  understood,  and 
he  wished  not  to  consume  the  time  of  the  House, 
he  should  not  debate  the  proposition,  unless  he 
should  be  obliged  to  do  so  by  debate  against  it. 

Mr.  Eeid  moved  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the 
table,  for  consideration,  as  well  because  of  the 
general  importance  of  any  proposition  on  this 
subject,  and  the  propriety  of  acting  on  it  with 
deliberation,  as  because  the  gentleman  who  was 
at  the  head  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Af- 
fairs (Mr.  Lowndes)  was  this  day  absent. 

Mr.  Clat  stated  that  he  had  informed  his 
friend  at  the  head  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Afiairs,  who  was  absent  from  a  temporary  in- 
disposition, that  he  intended  to  submit  such  a 
proposition  as  this  to-day ;  and  received  for 
answer  that  he  did  not  care  about  being  pres- 
ent at  the  discussion,  and  did  not  wish  to  be 
sent  for. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  made  a  few  re- 
marks, to  show  that  the  House  ought  to  act 
with  caution  and  deliberation  on  a  proposition 
of  this  sort,  which,  for  aught  they  knew,  might 
compromit  the  peace  of  the  country. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table,  resulted  thus :  For  it  laying 
on  the  table  Tl ;  against  it  72. 

So  the  motion  was  lost ;  and  the  question  was 
stated  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution. 

Here  arose  a  debate,  which  occupied  the  whole 
day. 

Mr.  "Wood  first  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  mo- 
tion ;  because  it  proposed  to  make  needless  pro- 
fessions, and  was  not  therefore  consistent  with 
self-respect;  because,  if  it  had  any  object,  it  was 
an  encroachment  on  the  power  of  the  Execu- 
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tive,  and  might  produce  a  collision  between  the 
two  departments  of  Government,  which  was 
much  to  be  deprecated. 

Mr.  Floyd  referred  to  an  early  message  of 
President  Washington  to  Congress,  to  show 
that,  at  that  time,  the  previous  consent  of  Con- 
gress was  thought  necessary  to  the  institution 
of  foreign  missions;  thence,  and  from  other  con- 
siderations, arguing  that  this  resolution,  so  far 
from  interfering  with  the  Executive  preroga- 
tive, was  a  fair  exercise  of  the  undoubted  rights 
of  this  House.  .Mr.  F.  also  supported  the  pro- 
position on  the  ground  of  expediency,  and  as 
going  to  comiteract  the  policy  of  the  Holy  Al- 
liance, by  organizing  a  different  policy  on  this 
side  of  the  water,  &c. 

Mr.  AitcHBE  required  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion, so  as  to  take  it  first  on  the  first  member 
of  the  resolution.  And  the  question  was  ac- 
cordingly stated  on  agreeing  thereto  in  the  fol- 
lowing words : 

Resolved,  That  the  House  of  Representatives  par- 
ticipates with  the  people  of  the  United  States  in  the 
deep  interest  which  they  feel  for  the  success  of  the 
Spanish  provinces  of  South  America  which  are  strug- 
gling to  establish  their  liberty  and  independence. 

Mr.  EoBEETSON  deprecated  the  passage  of  the 
whole  resolution  as  supererogatory,  if  not  of  in- 
jurious tendency.  If  it  was  intended  only  to 
apprise  the  Executive  that  this  House  would 
support  him,  that  had  been  done  by  the  vote  of 
last  session ;  if  it  was  to  express  the  sentiment 
of  this  House  in  regard  to  the  subject,  that  too 
had  been  done  by  the  vote  of  last  session ;  and 
a  repetition  of  such  declarations  could  serve 
only  to  show  a  doubt  of  our  own  constancy. 
If,  however,  it  was  intended  to  goad  the  Exec-' 
ntive  into  a  departure  from  its  hitherto  wise 
policy  on  this  subject,  he  was  decidedly  opposed 
to  it,  &o.  Mr.  K.  concluded  by  saying,  that  as 
the  proposition  was  divided,  he  should,  though 
he  deemed  such  a  declaration  whoUy  super- 
fiuous  and  unnecessary,  vote  in  favor  of  the 
first  clause  of  the  resolution,  and  against  the 
second. 

Mr.  Wood  then  moved  that  the  whole  sub- 
ject be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  MoNxsoMEET  assigned  the  reasons  why 
he  should  vote  for  the  indefinite  postponement, 
and,  should  that  not  prevail,  against  both 
branches  of  the  resolution.  He  was  opposed 
to  the  first  part  of  it,  as  asserting  what  he  did 
not  know  to  be  the  fact,  and  what  he  did  not 
believe  to  be  the  fact  as  regarded  his  immediate 
constituents — that  the  people  take  a  deep  in- 
terest in  a  matter  wholly  foreign  to  them.  The 
second  part  of  the  resolution  he  whoUy  disap- 
proved. He  believed  it  to  be  the  true  policy  of 
this  country  to  stand  aloof  from  this  confiict,  as 
the  powers  of  Europe,  more  deeply  intei-ested, 
had  done.  Were  we  to  engage  in  it,  it  was  dif- 
ficult to  predict  how  it  would  end,  &c.  Mr. 
M.  suggested,  however,  that  the  motion  had  an 
object  something  deeper  than  an  expression  of 
the  opinion  of  this  House,  and  that  it  might  be 
intended  to  goad  the  President  into  a  course  of 


policy  which  his  judgment  did  not  approve, 
and  which  the  nation  did  not  wish  for. 

Mr.  Tti.ee  assigned  the  grounds  on  which, 
though  he  had  voted  against  all  the  other  pro- 
positions of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  he 
should  vote  for  this.  The  first  part  of  it,  he  said, 
asked  him  only  to  speak  the  sentiments  of  his  con- 
stituents ;  and,  knowing  well  their  feelings  on 
this  subject,  he  could  not  hesitate  to  vote  in 
the  affirmative  upon  it.  The  second  part  of  the 
resolution  only  proposed  to  declare,  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  enjoys  so  much 
the  confidence  of  this  House,  that,  whenever  he 
should  think  proper  to  recognize  the  independ- 
ence of  any  of  the  Southern  provinces,  it  will 
support  him  in  it.  To  this,  Mr.  T.  had  no  ob- 
jection. In  voting  for  the  whole  proposition, 
he  should  only  express  the  sentiment  of  his 
heart,  a  deep  sympathy  for  a  people  struggling 
for  liberty,  &c. 

Mr.  Walkee  expressed  Lis  sentiments  decid- 
edly in  favor  of  the  whole  resolution.  The  sub- 
ject, he  said,  was  near  his  heart ;  and  he  would 
not  hesitate  to  throw  our  weightinto  the  scale  of 
liberty.  He  enumerated  several  considerations 
which  influenced  him  to  this  course,  among 
which  were  the  general  duty  of  individuals  and 
of  societies  to  sympathize  with  and  do  good  to 
one  another ;  the  similarity  of  the  struggle  of 
these  provinces  with  Spain  to  that  of  our  Eev- 
olntion ;  the  similarity,  too,  of  their  forms  of 
government,  &c.  He  was  not  afraid  of  trusting 
the  President,  and  had  no  fear  of  committing 
him,  by  passing  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Meecee  assigned  the  reasons  why  he  was 
in  favor  of  this  resolution,  and  against  the  post- 
ponement.   He  disclaimed  any  want  of  confi- 
dence in  the  Executive ;  nor  did  the  resolution 
go  upon  any  such  ground,  but  on  the  contrary, 
its  very  terms  excluded  such  a  conclusion.    He 
considered  it  as  differing  widely  in  principle 
from  the  proposition  to  make  an  appropriation 
for  sending  a  Minister  or  Ministers  to  South 
America.     Adverting  to  the  supposed  power 
of  the  President  to  recognize  the  independence 
of  a  Government  by  receiving  a  Minister  as  well 
as  by  sending  one,  in  which  recognition  the 
Senate  would  have  no  voice,  it  became  this 
House,  he  said,  to  share  a  part  of  the  responsi- 
bility which  the  Executive  would  incur  by  such 
a  recognition;    He  doubted,  himself,  whether 
the  President  could  recognize  the  independence 
of  a  foreign  power,  by  receiving  a  Minister, 
without  the  consent  of  this  House.  By  this  res- 
olution,  without  prescribing  any  thing  to  the 
President,  that  difficulty  would  be  removed. 
With  regard  to  his  constituents,  Mr.  M.  express- 
ed in  strong  terms  his  conviction  of  the  deep 
feeling  which  they  entertain  favorable  to  the 
South  Americans.     Though  approving  of  the 
course  of  the  President  in  regard  to  the  colonies 
hitherto,  more  than  he  did  of  his  course  to  the 
mother  country,  (alluding  to  the  occupation  of 
Florida  during  the  Seminole  war,)  he  should 
yet  cheerfully  vote  for  the  whole  resolution. 

Mr.  Olagetx  stated  the  reasons  why,  though 
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approving  of  the  sentiments  in  tlie  resolution, 
he  could  not  vote  for  it.  He  considered  the 
question  to  be  the  same  in  substance  as  that  to 
which  he  yesterday  gave  a  negative  vote.  So 
far  as  the  provinces  were  engaged  against  the 
Spanish  Government,  they  had  his  best  wishes 
and  sincere  sympathy ;  but,  he  suggested,  that, 
according  to  the  best  accounts  we  have,  their 
struggle  is  more  amongst  themselves,  and,  so 
far,  was  one  in  which  we  could  feel  no  sympa- 
thy. He  expressed  his  surprise  at  the  com- 
parisons which  had  been  so  often  made  between 
the  case  of  these  provinces  and  that  of  our  Eev- 
olution,  between  which  the  resemblance  was 
at  least  remote.  Believing  that  the  power  of 
recognition  was  confided  to  another  branch  of 
the  Government,  both  competent  and  disposed 
to  exercise  it  when  proper,  and  for  other  rea- 
sons which  he  assigned,  he  was  opposed  to  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  Cobb  assigned  the  considerations  which 
induced  him  to  doubt  the  propriety  of  passing 
this  resolution,  though  entertaining  a  feeling  of 
deep  sympathy  with  the  Southern  provinces. 
He  had,  he  said,  almost  a  similar  feeling  in  re- 
gard to  the  people  of  Old  Spain,  now  regenerat- 
ed and  comparatively  free.  The  relative  situa- 
tion of  Spain  and  her  colonies,  he  argued,  was 
now  essentially  different  from  what  it  was  two 
or  three  years  ago.  They  were  then  struggling 
against  a  relentless  tyranny ;  but  there  was  now 
at  least  a  probability  (referring  to  the  pacifica- 
tion between  Morillo  and  Bolivar,  and  to  other 
indications)  that  Old  Spain  would  voluntarily  do 
justice  to  the  colonies.  Mr.  0.  thought,  there- 
fore, it  was  not  true  policy  at  this  time  for  this 
country  to  do  any  act  on  this  subject,  however 
inclined.  For  this  consideration,  and  because 
he  believed  the  Executive  felt  on  this  subject 
in  the  same  manner  as  this  House  and  the  na- 
tion, and  as  he  had  indeed  expressly  said  in  his 
message,  he  saw  no  occasion  for  passing  this  res- 
olution. It  would  be  time  enough  to  act,  he 
argued,  when  the  course  of  Old  Spain  was 
clearly  marked  out.  If,  however,  the  direct 
vote  on  the  resolution  was  forced  upon  the 
House,  he  should  vote  for  the  first  part,  but 
against  the  second,  believing  that  sound  policy 
was  opposea  to  it. 

Mr.  Baldwei  opposed  the  resolution,  not 
from'  any  hostility  to  its  avowed  object,  but  be- 
cause it  proposed  to  refer  to  the  President  an 
act  which,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  not  for  him, 
but  for  the  three  branches  of  the  Government 
collectively,  to  perform.  If  any  thing  was  done 
on  this  subject,  he  wished  it  to  be  done  by  all 
the  branches  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Maolat  opposed  the  resolution,  although, 
were  lie  to  suffer  his  feelings  to  govern  him,  he 
should  be  in  favor  of  it.  The  subject,  he  said, 
had  been  long  before  the  Executive,  and  much 
deliberated  upon.  Before  such  a  resolution  as 
this  was  passed,  Mr.  M.  argued,  that  gentlemen 
ought  to  be  possessed  of  full  information  on  the 
subject — of  aU  the  information  which  the  Ex- 
ecutive possesses,  and  by  which  its  course  has 
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been  influenced,  that  they  might  judge  whether 
that  Department  had  or  had  not  performed 
its  duty.  Believing  that  it. had  done  so,  and 
would  hereafter  do  so,  he  was  against  the  reso- 
lution. 

_  Mr.  Stevens  defended  the  constitutional 
right  of  this  House  to  express  its  opinion  on 
any  topic  of  public  interest.  So  far  from  in- 
terfering with  the  Executive  authority,  he  re- 
garded such  expressions  of  opinion  as  facilitat- 
ing the  exercise  of  that  authority,  this  being  a 
Government  of  opinicft,  and  as  it  must  be  de- 
sirable to  the  Executive  to  know  what  public 
opinion  is,  &c.  With  regard  to  this  measure 
being  a  goad  to  the  Executive,  Mr.  S.  suggested 
that  there  was  no  reason  to  apprehend  that  the 
Executive  of  this  day  was  to  be  alarmed  or 
driven  from  his  course  by  any  such  measure. 
He  was  in  favor  of  the  resolve  as  an  expression 
of  the  opinion  of  this  House,  on  a  point  on 
which  he  had  no  hesitation  in  expressing  his 
individual  opinion. 

Mr.  Bbdwn  said,  that  he  did  not  rise  to  enter 
into  a  lengthy  argument,  nor  would  he  have 
risen  at  aU  had  there  not  appeared  a  difference 
of  opinion  between  two  of  his  ooUeaguos,  (Mr. 
Olat  and  Mr.  Montgomeet,)  upon  a  point  in 
which  the  character  of  his  immediate  constit- 
uents and  the  State  at  large,  seemed  to  him 
much  concerned.  He  meant  no  less  than  a  di- 
versity of  opinion  as  to  the  sensibility  of  Ken- 
tucky to  the  cause  of  liberty,  in  which  the  pa- 
triots of  South  America  were  engaged,  and  to 
the  protracted  suffering  of  that  oppressed  peo- 
ple. His  colleague,  the  honorable  mover  of  this 
resolution,  (Mr.  Olat,)  believed,that  the  people 
of  Kentucky  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  strug- 
gle of  the  patriots  of  South  America.  His  col- 
league (Mr.  Montgomeet)  did  not  know  that 
his  constituents  felt  such  an  interest.  Mr.  B. 
said,  that  he  was  free  to  declare  it  as  his  belief 
that  the  people  of  Kentucky  did  feel  a  lively  ani, 
strong  interest  for  the  success  of  the  Patriot., 
cause ;  and  that  he  was  led  to  this  conclusion . 
whether  he  judged  from  the  expressions  of. 
those  with  whom  it  had  been  his  pleasure  to 
mingle,  the  rumor  of  the  country  at  large^  fcom . 
the  entertainments  given  in  honor  of  his  co1t~ 
league,  (Mr  Olat,)  at  which  sincere  thanks  had . 
been  expressed  for  his  disinterested  ardor  and 
fervid  eloquence,  in  support  of  the  cause  of  the 
Patriots ;  or  whether  he  judged  from  the  almost, 
universal  expression  of  the  wish  of  the  people 
for  the  success  of  the  Patriots,  at  each,  succes- 
sive anniversary  of  our  independence,,  when,  in 
the  social  and  festive  circle,  the  feelings  of.  the 
heart  have  been  most  free  and  imdisguised.  He- 
said,  finally,  to  trouble  the  House  no.  further 
upon  this  point,  that,  whatever  might  be  the 
feelings  of  the  constituents  of  his  honorable  col-, 
league,  (Mr.  Montgomebt,)  he  would  unhesi^ 
tatingly  pledge  himself  to  the  House,  that  the* 
people  of  that  portion  of  the  State,  which  he 
had  the  honor  to  represent,  did  take  a  warm, 
and  deep  interest  in  the  cause  of  SotUh.  AmeriT 
can  liberty. 
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Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  stated  several  objec- 
tions to  the  resolution,  among  which  were  the 
following:  That  it  attributed  to  the  Presideata 
power  (that  of  recognition)  too  important  to  be 
exercised  by  any  authority  less  than  the  three 
branches  of  the  Government ;  that  it  proposed 
to  make  tliis  House,  incompatibly  with  the  con- 
stitution, the  adviser  of  the  President,  thus 
taiing  from  him  a  part  at  least  of  his  constitu- 
tional responsibility ;  that  it  would  afford  a  bad 
precedent,  which,  in  future  times,  may  be  used, 
through  the  influence  of  the  President,  in  this 
House ;  that  it  proposes  that  this  House  should 
oompromit  its  successors  in  office,  which  it  could 
not  do,  and  which  it  was  therefore  improper  to 
attempt,  &c. 

Mr.  OooK  opposed  this  resolution,  thongh  he 
had  yesterday  voted  in  favor  of  Mr.  Clay's 
proposition,  because  it  prpposed  an  empty  dec- 
laration, after  refasing  an  efficient  act.  So  far 
feom  believing  that  such  a  resolution  as  this 
would  aid  the  cause  of  the  South  Ameri- 
can Patriots,  he  believed  it  would  inspire  them 
with  contempt  for  the  course  of  this  House.  It 
was  saying,  in  connection  with  yesterday's 
vote,  we  wish  you  well,  very  well,  but  not  as 
much  well  as  eighteen  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Clay  then  delivered  a  speech  of  half  an 
hour's  length  in  support  of  his  motion.  He  op- 
posed to  one  another  the  objections  to  the  reso- 
lution, to  show  that  they  would  not  stand  toge- 
ther, and  therefore  denied  their  claim  to  respect 
taken  separately.  He  quoted  the  precedent  of 
the  resolution  of  Congress  to  support  the  Presi- 
dent in  any  consequences  which  might  follow 
the  dismission  of  the  British  Minister,  M>.  Jack- 
BOia,  some  years  ago,  and  alluded  to  other  pre- 
cedents of  expressions  of  opinion  by  this  House. 
He  ridiculed  and  reasoned  against  the  argument 
that  this  resolution  would  hurt  the  feelings  of 
the  Executive,  or  encroach  on  his  authority. 
It  was,  on  the  contrary,  he  contended,  assuming 
only  a  fair  responsibility  on  the  part  of  this 
House,  and  adding  strength  to  the  Executive. 
He  referred  to  the  vote  of  last  session,  and  the 
counter  vote  of  yesterday,  which  appeared  to 
iim  Imperiously  to  require  the  passage  of  this 
resolution.  He  protested  against  the  argument 
of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  drawn  from  the 
situation  of  Old  Spain,  as  absolutely  founded  on 
the  idea  that  the  colonies  ought  to  repass  under 
the  yoke  of  Spain.  The  argument  which  de- 
nied the  power  of  one  Congress  to  bind  its  suc- 
cessors, would,  he  contended,  equally  apply  to 
the  most  important  acts  of  legislation,  such  as 
declarations  of  war,  &c.  As  to  the  sentiments 
of  the  people  on  this,  subject,  Mr.  0.  said  that 
was  a  matter  of  fact  which  each  gentleman 
must  determine  for  himself,  and  vote  accord- 
ingly. For  his  own  part,  he  had  no  doubt 
what  were  the  sentiments  of  his  constituents  on 
this  subject;  and,  repeating  a  sentiment  thrown 
out  by  Mr.  Mjbeoek,  he  said, .if  they  didnot  enter- 
tain such  sentiments,  so  help  him  God  he  would 
not  represent  them.  If  the  matter  of  fact  was 
.certain,  he  could  see  no  reason  against  avowing 


it.  With  respect  to  the  mode  of  recognition  of 
foreign  powers,  Mr.  0.  reviewed  the  various 
opinions  which  had  been  expressed  at  different 
times,  as  well  as  to-day,  on  this  subject.  He 
concluded  that  both  Congress  and  the  Execu- 
tive had  this  power,  but  that  the  most  regular, 
ordinary,  and  usual  course  was  by  the  Execu- 
tive ;  and  it  was,  therefore,  proper  to  assure 
him  of  the  support  of  this  House,  &c.  There 
was  a  peculiar  propriety,  Mr.  C.  contended,  in 
this  House  moving  in  this  business,  being  the 
immediate  representatives  of  the  people,  and 
the  cause  of  South  America  being  that  of  the 
people,  as  being  the  cause  of  human  liberty,  &c. 
Mr.  0.  concluded  by  saying,  if  this  proposition 
did  not  satisfy  gentlemen,  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  conceive  in  what  shape  a  proposition  on 
this  subject  could  be  placed,  so  as  that  they 
could  vote  for  it.  , 

Mr.  KmsET  made  a  glowing  appeal  to  the 
feelings  of  the  House  in  favor  of  liberty,  and  to 
its  sympathies  for  those  contending  for  it.  The 
sentiment  of  the  country,  he  argued,  could  not 
be  doubted,  and  it  ought  to  be  expressed.  If 
war  should  come,  said  he,  in  consequence  of 
the  expression  of  our  opinion,  let  it  come.  He 
trusted  no  man  would  shrink  from  the  expres- 
sion of  his  honest  opinion  from  any  such  appre- 
hension as  that.  In  reply  to  the  question  cui 
lono — what  good  was  to  come  of  this?  Mr. 
K.  drew  a  vivid  picture  of  the  scenes  of  our 
Revolution,  and  of  the  vivifying  effect  of. the 
news  of  the  recognition  of  our  independence  by 
Prance.  Was  it  no  good,  he  asked,  that  we 
should  be  instrumental  in  elevating  so  large  a 
portion  of  the  human  race  to  the  same  rank  as 
we  enjoy,  and  to  a  participation  of  the  blessings 
of  freedom  and  liberty  ?  Mr.  K.  said  he  had 
confidence  that  this  question  would  carry.  It 
mmtaaxv-j ;  and  it  would  meet  with  the  decided 
approbation  of  the  people  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Seegeant  delivered  his  objections  to  the 
resolution,  though  believing  that,  if  the  ques- 
tion were  taken  on  the  first  part  of  it  only,  ' 
there  would  be  but  little  or  no  objection  to  it. 
His  objections  were,  in  general  terms,  that  it  ex- 
presses an  individual  opinion,  and  professes  to 
give  a  pledge  which  must  be  utterly  ineffica- 
cious; that  it  is  not  a  legislative  act,  and  is  not 
to  lead  to  a  legislative  act ;  that  it  contains  a 
declaration  by  which  neither  this  House,  the 
President,  nor  the  Senate,  would  be  bound; 
that  it  would  involve  the  House  in  difficulties 
on  constitutional  ground;  that,  if  Congress  wish 
a  recognition,  having  the  power  equally  with 
the  Executive,  they  should  effectuate  their  wish 
by  a  legislative  act ;  that,  if  the  opinion  of  this 
House  was  to  be  expressed,  even  that  should 
not  be  done  without  due  inquiry  and  examine 
tion  of  facts,  none  of  which  had  been  placed*  be- 
fore the  House  in  any  thing  like  an  ofl^cial 
shape ;  that  the  .House  ought  to  tiie  care  not 
to  lose  sight,  in  acts  of  kinfiiess  and  expressions . 
of  good  will  toother  powers,  of  the  duty  whicb 
it  owed  to  this  nation — to  the  interests  of  the 
people  whom  they  represent ;  that  general  and 
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vague  oral  information  was  not  a  sufficient 
ground  for  Congress  to  act  upon ;  that^  if  official 
information  was  before  tlie  House  requiring  it 
to  act,  its  act  should  be  something  plainer  than 
this,  and  presenting  on  its  face  a  direct  propo- 
sition ;  that  its  not  doing  so,  caused  it  to  be 
more  lightly  considered  and  voted  upon  than 
it  ought  to  be ;  that,  however  independent  of 
the  Executive,  as  an  individual,  this  House 
might  be,  yet,  with  respect  to  the  Executive  as 
a  branch  of  this  Government,  it  was  important 
that  this  House  should  not  disturb  the  harmony 
of  the  different  departments  of  Government,  as 
adjusted  by  the  constitution  itself,  and  that  it 
should  not  rush  from  its  sphere,  and  jostle  the 
others  in  their  course. 

Mr.  Bjjush  assigned  his  reasons  for  voting  for 
the  resolution.  His  reason  was,  that  the  Execu- 
tive would  look  at  both  votes  of  this  House, 
that  of  yesterday,  and  that  of  to-day.  The  vote 
of  yesterday  approved  his  conduct  in  not  send- 
ing a  Minister;  this  resolution  did  the  same, 
assuring  him  of  the  continued  and  consistent 
support  of  this  House — and  on  that  ground  alone 
he  should  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Keid  assigned  the  reasons  why  he  should 
vote  against  the  second  part  of  the  resolution, 
should  it  not  be  postponed,  because,  to  pass  it 
would  be  without  object,  because,  in  principle 
and  spirit,  it  was  a  repetition  of  the  vote  of  last 
session,  and,  therefore,  unnecessary,  the  vote 
of  last  year  not  being  rendered  nugatory  by  the 
vote  of  yesterday,  but  perfectly  reconcilable 
with  it ;  that  the  resolution,  if  it  proposes  to 
bind  not  only  this  House,  but  its  successors, 
makes  a  pledge  which  it  may  be  impossi- 
ble to  redeem;  that  it  pledges,  moreover,  a 
support  to  an  unknown  act — to  an  act  which 
may  or  may  not  be  unwise  or  pernicious  to  the 
public  interest ;  that  such  a  pledge  was  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  Executive  infallibility  which 
it  did  not  become  the  House  to  sanction.  With 
regard  to  the  first  part  of  the  resolution,  Mi\  E. 
said,  he  should  vote  for  it,  if  presented  to  him, 
believing  it  to  correspond  fuUy  with  the  feel- 
ings and  wishes  of  his  constituents. 

Mr.  RoBEETSON'  concluded  the  debate  by  some 
remarks  in  favor  of  the  indefinite  postponement 
of  the  resolution,  on  the  ground  that,  to  act  on 
the  subject,  would  be  a  useless  consumption  of 
time,  and,  having  already  once  expressed  the 
same  sentiment,  (at  the  last  session,)  would  be 
an  undignified  proceeding.  With  respect  to  the 
bearing  of  this  resolution,  in  one  way  or  an- 
other, in  regard  to  the  Executive,  Mr.  R.  re- 
marked that  it  somehow  or  other  had  happened 
that,  during  the  four  years  he  had  been  in  Con- 
gress, he  Had  never  yet  voted  with  the  Execu- 
tive on  any  administration  question,  unless 
the  Army  question  was  considered  one.  In 
this  course  he  had  not  been  influenced  by  any 
disposition  to  embarrass  the  Executive,  but  his 
personal  opinion  of  what  was  right.  But,  he 
added,  whilst  he  would  never  vote  for  any 
proposition  to  gratify  the  Executive,  he  would 
never  give  his  vote  for  any  proposition  calcu- 


lated to  embarrass  and  perplex  him  in  flie  dis- 
charge of  his  proper  functions. 

The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  was 
then  taken  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Foot,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  a  subject  on 
which  he  considered  the  time  of  the  House  to 
be  unprofitably  occupied,  moved  to  lay  the  reso- 
lution on  the  table. — Negatived  by  a  consider- 
able majority. 

Mr.  Wood  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
adding  thereto  a  prqgiso  to  the  following  ef- 
fect :  "  Provided,  That  this  resolution  shall  not 
be  construed  to  interfere  with  the  independent 
exercise  of  the  treaty-making  power." 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  first  clause  of 
the  resolution  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  134,  nays 
12,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen 
of  New  York,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Anderson,  Archer 
of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Baldwin, 
Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Beecher,  BlacHedge, 
Boden,  Brevard,  Brown,  Brush,  Bryan,  Burton,  But- 
ler of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Camp- 
bell, Cannon,  Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Clay,  Cobb, 
Cocke,  Cook,  Crawford,  Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Cush- 
man,  Cuthbert,  Dane,  Darlington,  Davidson,  Denni- 
son,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of 
Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Eustis,  Fisher, 
Floyd,  Ford,  Fuller,  Gray,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross 
of  Pennsylvania,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York, 
HaU  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hemphill,  Hen- 
dricks, Herrick,  Eibshman,  Hill,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Hos- 
tetter,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennes- 
see, Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Lincoln,  Maclay, 
McCoy,  McCreary,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary, 
Marchand,  Meech,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  MoneU, 
R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Morton,  Murray, 
Neale,  Newton,  Parker  of  Mass.,  Patterson,  Philson, 
Pitcher,  Plumer,  Kankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rich,  Rich- 
mond, Robertson,  Rogers,  Ross,  Shaw,  Simkins, 
Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs, 
Swearingen,  Tarr,  Tomlinson,  Trimble,  Tucker  of 
Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Udree, 
Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Walker,  Wallace,  Warfield, 
Wendover,  Williams  of  Tu-gLnia,  Williams  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Wood. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Bufium, 
Crafts,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Fay,  Folger, 
Foot,  Livermore,  Montgomery,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
Richards,  and  Strong  of  Vermont. 

So  this  clause  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Maolat  then  moved  to  amend  the  second 
member  of  the  said  resolution  by  prefixing 
thereto  the  foUowing :  "  That  it  approves  of  the 
course  heretofore  pursued  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States  with  regard  to  the  said  prov- 
inces." And,  the  question  being  takea  thereon, 
ib  was  determined  in  the  negative  without  de- 
bate. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  agree  to  the 
second  member  of  the  said  resolution,  to  wit : 
from  the  word  and,  after  the  word  independ,- 
ence,  to  the  end  thereof,  and  passed  in  the 
affiurmative— yeas  87,  nays  68,  as  follows : 
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Yeas. — Messrs.  Abbot,  Allen  of  New  York,  AUen 
of  Tennessee,  Anderson,  Arober  of  Virginia,  Baker, 
Ball,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Beeoher,  Blackledge,  Boden, 
Brown,  Brush,  Bryan,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire, 
Butler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Case,  Clark, 
Clay,  Cooke,  Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Darling- 
ton, Davidson,  Dewitt,  Earle,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Ford, 
Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hacklcy, 
Hall  of  New  York,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibsbman, 
Hooks,  Hostetter,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kin- 
sey,  Kinsley,  Lincoln,  McCreary,  McLean  of  Ken- 
tucky, MaUary,  Marchand,  Meech,  Mercer,  Metoalf 
MoneU,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Murray, 
Neale,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Philson, 
Pitcher,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Shaw,  Sloan,  South- 
ard, Stevens,  Storrs,  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Tracy,  Trim- 
ble, Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Udree,  Upham,  Van  Rensselii-er,  Walker, 
Wallace,  Waifield,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Wil- 
liams of  North  Carolina. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Archer  of  Maryland,  Baldwin,  Barbour, 
Brevard,  BnflSim,  Burton,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Cook, 
Crafts,  Cushman,  Dane,  Dennison,  Dickinson,  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Penn^lvania, 
Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Eustis,  Fay,  Folger, 
Foot,  Forrest,  FuUer,  Gorham,  Gray,  Guyon,  Hall 
of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hemphill,  HiU,  Hobart, 
Jones  of  Virginia,  Kendall,  Kent,  Lathrop,  Liver- 
more,  Maclay,  McCoy,  Meigs,  Montgomery,  Morton, 
Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  New- 
ton, Plumer,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards, 
Robertson,  Boss,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Simkins,  Smith 
of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  North 
Carolina,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Tomlinson,  Wendover,  and  Wood. 

So  that  clause  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  proposition,  as  a  whole,  and  carried  in  the 
aflSrmative ;  and  a  committee  of  two  members 
was  ordered  to  be  appointed  to  lay  the  same 
before  the  President. 


Monday,  February  12. 
MiasoiiH—Beport  of  the  Committee  of  Thirteen. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Olat, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  Missouri  subject.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  0.  it  was  refen-ed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
And,  also  on  motion  of  Mr.  0.,  the  House  forth- 
with resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
"Whole,  to  take  the  subject  up. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  committee 
having  been  read  from  the  Chair — 

Mr.  Olat  gave  a  detailed  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  committee,  of  the  difSculty 
which  interposed,  and  of  the  considerations 
which  led  to  the  recommendation  of  this  amend- 
ment. This  statement  of  course  corresponded 
with  that  contained  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. Mr.  0.  then  went  on  to  obviate  some 
objections  to  the  report  which  had  been  made 
by  the  friends  of  Missouri,  as  well  as  by  those 
opposed  to  her  admission  into  the  Union.    Al- 


though those  in  favor  of  her  admission  into  the 
Union  could  not  succeed  entirely  in  their  par- 
ticular views,  Mr,  0.  was  of  opinion  that  they 
had,  as  regarded  the  report  of  the  committee, 
nothing  to  complain  of.  At  the  same  time,  the 
report  was  calculated  to  obviate  the  objection? 
of  those  who  had  opposed  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri on  the  ground  of  the  objection  to  her 
constitution,  which  had  been  avowed.  Thns 
consulting  the  opinions  of  both  sides  of  the 
House,  in  that  spirit  of  compromise  which  is 
occasionally  necessary  to  the  existence  of  all 
societies,  he  hoped  it  would  receive  the  coun- 
tenance of  the  House.  Mr.  C.  concluded  by 
earnestly  invoking  the  spirit  of  harmony  and 
kindred  feeling  to  preside  over  the  deliberations 
of  the  House  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Mallaet  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  committee,  by  striking 
out  all  of  it,  after  the  word  "respects,"  and,  in 
lien  thereof,  inserting  the  following : 

"  Whenever  the  people  of  said  State,  by  a  conven- 
tion appointed  according  to  the  manner  provided  by 
the  act  to  authorize  the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  government,  and  for  the  ad- 
mission of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  States,  and  to  prohibit  slavery 
in  certain  territories,  approved  March  6,  1820,  adopt 
a  constitution  conformably  to  the  provisions  of  said 
act,  and  shall  in  addition  to  said  provisions,  further 
provide,  in  and  by  said  constitution,  that  neither  sla- 
very nor  involuntary  servitude  shall  ever  be  allowed 
in  said  State  of  Missouri,  unless  inflicted  as  a  punish- 
ment for  crimes  committed  against  the  laws  of  said 
State,  whereof  the  party  accused  shall  be  duly  Con- 
victed. Provided,  that  the  civil  condition  of  those 
persons  who  now  are  held  to  service  in  Missouri  shall 
not  be  affected  by  the  last  provision. 

This  motion  was  negatived  by  a  considerable 
majority. 

Mr.  Tomlinson  addressed  the  Chair,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Chairman  :  Having  had  the  honor  to  be 
one  of  the  conmiittee  which  reported  the  reso- 
lution now  under  consideration,  and  dissenting 
to  that  report,  I  am  aware  that  it  is  a  duty  in- 
cumbent on  me  briefly  to  state  the  grounds  of 
such  dissent. 

By  the  act,  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, the  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri, included  within  boundaries  therein  desig- 
nated, were  authorized  to  form  for  themselvesa 
constitution  and  State  government,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  admitted  into  the  Union.  This 
act  provided  that  such  constitution,  whenever 
formed,  should  not  be  "  repoignant  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States."  The  inhabit- 
ants of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  act  to  which  I  have  referred,  have 
formed  a  constitution,  and  have  presented  the 
same  to  Congress.  For  what  purpose  ?  That 
Congress  may  perform  a  mere  ministerial  act, 
and  admit  that  people  into  this  Union  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course  ?  E"o,  sir ;  Congress  have  a  higher 
duty  to  perform.  It  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to 
determme  whether  that  constitution  be  repub- 
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lican  and  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States. 

On  examining  this  constitution  it  is  found  to 
contain,  under  the  title  of  "  the  legislative  pow- 
er," a  provision  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  "the 
General  Assembly,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  pass 
such  laws  as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  free 
negroes  and  mulattoes  from  coming  to,  and  set- 
tling in,  this  State,  under  any  pretext  whatso- 
ever." This  provision  is  deemed  incompatible 
with,  and  directly  repugnant  to,  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  which  provides  that 
"  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to 
all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in 
the  several  States."  Sir,  I  have  not  been  an 
inattentive  observer  of  what  has  passed  on  this 
subject,  so  deeply  affecting  the  feelings  of  Con- 
gress and  the  nation,  and  I  do  not  recollect 
that,  either  in  this  House  or  in  the  Senate,  (if 
it  be  not  out  of  order  to  refer  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  that  honorable  body,)  any  other  objec- 
tion has  been  urged,  during  the  present  session, 
against  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  this 
Union.  This  House,  after  an  elaborate  discus- 
sion, has  solemnly  determined  that  this  objec- 
tion is  well  founded,  and  has  rejected  the  reso- 
lution for  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  this 
Union,  repoi'ted  by  the  committee  to  which  her 
constitution  was  referred.  This  expression  of 
the  opinion  of  this  House,  repeated  in  a  variety 
of  forms,  renders  it  unnecessary,  and,  I  may 
add,  improper,  for  me  again  to  agitate  this 
question.  A  majority  of  this  House  have  deter- 
mined that  the  constitution  of  Missouri  does 
deprive  citizens  of  some  of  the  States  of  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  that 
State.  I  shall,  therefore,  take  it  for  granted, 
(which,  indeed,  the  appointment  and  report  of 
the  committee,  now  under  consideration,  evi- 
dently do,)  that  the  constitution  of  Missouri  is 
repugnant  to  that  of  the  United  States,  and  sub- 
versive of  the  fundamental  principles  of  this 
Confederacy.  In  my  judgment,  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  does  not  contain  a 
provision  more  important  than  that  which  is 
infringed  by  the  constitution  of  Missouri.  Ad- 
mit the  principle,  sir,  that  a  State  may  restrain 
the  citizens  in  the  several  States  from  coming 
to,  and  residing  within  it,  and  this  Confederacy 
is  at  an  end.  Believing,  therefore,  that  the 
General  Assembly  of  Missouri  are  required,  as 
soon  as  may  be,  to  pass  laws,  which  will  de- 
prive persons  who  are  citizens  of  the  several 
States,  of  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  citi- 
zens in  the  proposed  State  of  Missouri,  I  have 
been  compelled  to  refuse  her  admission  into  this 
Union.  She  has  no  right  to  such  an  admission. 
Missouri  has  not  complied  with  the  provisions 
of  your  act.  She  disregards  the  distinguishing 
feature  of  our  constitution.  On  taking  my  seat 
in  this  House,  I  solemnly  engaged  to  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Enter- 
taining the  opinion  which  I  have  avowed,  can 
I  admit  Missouri  into  this  Confederacy,  with  a 
constitution  containing  a  provision  directly  re- 
pugnant to  that  which  I  have  sworn  to  support  ? 


To  admit  Missouri  with  such  a  provision,  I  must 
approve  it ;  I  must  give  to  it  my  sanction.  Sir, 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  the 
charter  of  our  liberties,  and  must  be  preserved 
inviolate.  I  stand  upon  its  verge,  and  no  en- 
croachment shall  be  made  upon  it  with  my  con- 
sent. When  a  new  member  presents  herself  to 
be  admitted  into  this  Union,  let  her  bow  to  the 
constitution ;  let  her  submit  to  its  paramount 
authority.  If  she  be  not  prepared  to  do  this, 
she  is  unworthy  of  this  high  privilege ;  she 
does  not  deserve  ttie  destiny  she  seeks. 

Sir,  I  feel  as  great  anxiety  to  see  this  "  dis- 
tracting question"  settled  as  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clat,)  but  it  must 
be  settled  upon  constitutional  principles.  There 
is  danger  that  any  other  mode  of  settling  this 
question,  instead  of  allaying,  will  increase  the 
excitement  which  it  has  occasioned  throughout 
this  nation.  Sir,  there  are  two  parties  to  this 
great  controversy,  and  any  settlement  which 
should  prostrate  the  rights  of  either  ought  to 
be  reprobated.  Great  as  is  my  anxiety  to  see 
this  matter  put  to  rest,  to  effect  it  I  will  neither 
renounce  my  principles  nor  surrender  the  privi- 
leges of  any  portion  of  the  citizens  of  this  em- 
pire. If  a  settlement  of  this  grave  question 
take  place,  the  good,  and,  I  may  add,  the  peace 
of  this  nation,  demands  that  it  be  satisfactory 
to  aU  its  parts.  A  "  compromise,"  sir,  which 
shall  bring  Missouri  into  this  Union,  may,  in- 
deed, put  an  end  to  this  dispute  here ;  but,  let 
me  teU  gentlemen,  that  if,  in  a  settlement  of 
this  momentous  question,  the  feelings  of  a  large 
portion  of  this  community  shall  be  disregarded, 
the  peace  of  the  nation  may  not  be  restored. 

To  insure  such  a  desirable  and  happy  result, 
it  must  be  settled  upon  a  fair,  and  just,  and 
constitutional  basis.  To  such  a  settlement,  and 
to  no  other,  wUl  I  assent. 

After  a  long  debate,  protracted  to  a  late  hour, 
the  question  was  taken  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  amendment  to  the  Senate's  reso- 
lution, as  proposed  on  Saturday  by  the  select 
committee  of  this  House,  and  was  decided  in 
the  negative — 73  to  64. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  their  deci- 
sion to  the  House ;  and,  the  question  being  on 
concurring  in  that  decision — 

Mr.  Stoees  moved  to  postpone  the  whole 
subject  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Kentucky,  rose,  and  said  that 
he  must  ask  pardon  of  the  House  for  having 
risen  at  so  late  an  hour,  and  after  so  much 
anxiety  had  been  evinced  to  take  the  vote ;  that 
he  had  not  designed  to  address  the  House  at 
this  advanced  period  of  the  debate,  although, 
having  prepared  himself  upon  the  merits,  he 
would  have  been  glad  to  have  found  an  oppor- 
tunity, without  contending  for  the  floor  with 
those  better  qualified  to  do  it  justice,  before  the 
subject  had  been  literally  exhausted ;  and  that 
he  would  not  now  incidentally  have  said  a  word, 
but  that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  near 
to  him,  who  had  just  resumed  his  seat,  (Mr. 
Sbegeant,)  had,  with  a  dexterity  better  adapt- 
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od  to  the  bar  of  a  court  than  to  the  Hall  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  ingeniously,  though 
unjustly,  endeavored  to  cast  from  liimself  and 
the  majority  on  the  Missouri  question,  the  odium 
of  an  argument,  derived  from  its  influence  upon 
the  balance  of  power  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  B.  said  tljat  his  resentment  at  the  oflfered 
injury  would  not  admit  of  his  remaining  passive 
while  the  majority  voted  down  the  rights  of 
Missouri,  and  then  attempted  to  relieve  them- 
selves from  responsibility,  by  endeavoring  calm- 
ly and  cunningly  to  throw  the  censure  of  so 
unworthy  an  argument  used  by  them  upon  an 
injured  minority,  who,  he  had  reason  to  fear, 
had  so  deeply  suffered  by  the  influence  of  the 
argument  Itself.  Mr.  B.  said  that,  upon  arriv- 
ing at  the  seat  of  Government,  and  finding  this 
question  assuming  an  importance,  and  produc- 
ing effects  so  little  expected  by  him,  he  was  led 
to  expect  that  all  was  not  right ;  that  there  was 
something  artificial  about  it ;  and  had,  there- 
fore, at  an  early  period,  set  himself  at  work  to 
investigate  it  to  the  bottom,  and  to  develop,  if 
possible,  the  real  as  well  as  ostensible  consider- 
ations which  had  swollen  it  to  such  an  alarming 
magnitude ;  and  he  begged  it  should  be  recol- 
lected that  motives  were  not  the  less  operative 
or  dangerous  for  not  being  avowed.  Mr.  B. 
said  that  he  had  carefully  reviewed  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  fifteenth  Congress,  in  which  this  bit- 
ter subject  was  opened,  as  well  as  the  speeches 
delivered  by  the  advocates  of  the  restriction, 
marking  well  the  feelings  and  prejudices  dis- 
played, the  suggestions  made,  and  the  principles 
s^vowed.  He  had  pursued  them  with  great  at- 
tention and  anxiety,  and  he  believed,  without 
arrogating  too  much  to  himself,  that  he  could 
give  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Sergeant,)  who  had  just  resumed  his  seat,  the 
House,  and  the  nation,  a  correct  history  of  this 
argument,  or  suggestion,  amounting  to  the  same 
thing,  of  the  influence  of  the  Missouri  question 
on  the  balance  of  power  in  the  United  States. 
The  origin,  progress,  and  effect  of  the  contest 
for  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  would  be 
recollected ;  he  would  only  say  that  its  course 
had  been  marked  with  blood ! 

In  reading  two  speeches  delivered  by  an  emi- 
nent and  venerable  membei',  (Mr.  King,)  then 
and  now  of  the  Senate,  from  New  York,  everv 
word  of  which  had  been  well  weighed,  he  found 
some  remarks  truly  ominous.  Mr.  B.  said  he 
wished  it  understood  that  he  should  not  pretend 
to  detail  every  thing  which  that  gentleman  had 
said  upon  the  same  subject,  to  whose  speeches 
he  might  take  the  liberty  of  referring;  that  it 
was  not  necessary  to  the  fair  attainment  of  the 
purpose  which  he  had  with  candor  assured  the 
House  he  had  in  view ;  but  all  might  rest  satis- 
fied that  he  labored  under  no  mistake  in  the 
quotations  which  he  should  make ;  for,  having 
been  seriously  impressed  by  them,  he  had  made 
memoranda,  considering  them  justly  alarming, 
and  looking  askance  from  the  motives  which 
should  influence  Congress.  The  venerable  gen- 
tleman, than  whom  none  knew  better,  (having 


been  a  member  of  the  convention  which  formed 
the  constitution,)  says  that,  but  for  this  clause, 
the  Union  would  never  have  been  formed ;  this 
gentleman  said,  in  reference  to  the  computation 
of  slaves,  in  fixing  the  ratio  of  representation, 
"that  the  effect  of  this  concession  had  been  ob- 
vious, in  the  preponderance  which  it  had  given 
to  the  slaveholding  States  over  the  other  States ; 
nevertheless,  it  was  an  ancient  settlement;  and 
faith  and  honor  stood  pledged  not  to  disturb  it. 
But  the  extension  of  this  disproportionate  power 
to  the  new  States  would  be  unjust  and  odious." 
Here  is  the  argument  from  the  preponderance 
— ^the  disproportionate  power — almost  in  terms 
from  the  balance  of  power — surely  so  in  sub- 
stance, and  which  he  confirms  from  experience; 
and  the  odium  which  be  was  pleased  to  say 
should  follow  the  extension  of  it  to  the  new 
States,  and  among  them  to  Missouri,  proves 
how  strongly,  not  to  say  violently,  this  venera- 
ble gentleman  felt  on  the  subject  of  restriction. 
Another  gentleman,  (Mr.  Tallmadge,)  from 
the  same  State,  who  had,  in  the  fifteenth  Con- 
gress, supported  the  restriction  with  ability  and 
warmth,  was  betrayed  into  a  similar  view.  In 
speaking  of  Missouri,  he  said,  "  that  portion 
of  country  has  no  claim  to  such  an  unequal 
representation,  unjust  in  its  results  upon  the 
other  States." 

Here  again  you  perceive  the  grudging  at  eorv- 
atitutional,  which  w  called  unequal,  representa- 
tion, in  its  effects  upon  the  other  States,  to  wit, 
the  non-slaveholding  States.  This  gentleman 
also  displayed  his  determination  and  violence, 
by  exclaiming,  "that  his  purpose  was  fixed,  and 
that  if  dissolution  of  the  Union  and  civil  war 
come,  let  it  come !"  These  were  some  of  the 
allusions  made  in  the  fifteenth  Congress,  to  the 
efffect  of  the  Missouri  question  upon  the  balance 
of_  power ;  and  they,  too,  by  the  majority  on 
this  floor,  who,  or  some  of  whom,  deny  the  in- 
fluence of  the  consideration,  as  well  as  the  use 
of  the  argument. 

Mr.  B.  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  now  proceed 
to  refer  to  some  instances  in  which  the  same 
argument  was  renewed  at  the  last  session.  I 
had  become,  sir,  so  fearful,  nay  almost  sure,  that 
this  consideration  had  more  to  do  than  it  should 
have,  with  the  Missouri  question,  that,  when- 
ever the  argument  was  recurred  to,  it  made  a 
strong  impression  upon  my  mind,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  I  am  now  the  better  enabled 
to  refer  to  the  remarks  of  some  gentlemen  upon 
that  point.  An  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire,  (Mr.  Plumeh,)  who  aimed  to  as- 
perse Kentucky  with  having,  some  thirty  years 
ago,  menaced  disunion,  had  said:  "Feeling  the 
weight  of  this  slave  representation,  is  it  strange 
that  the  free  States,  believing  they  possess  au- 
thority under  the  constitution,  should  wish  to 
prevent  its  existence  in  States  hereafter  to  he 
admitted  ?"  This  gentleman  utters  the  habitual 
waOing  of  the  malcontents  and  restriotionists  at 
constitutional  representation,  which  they  are 
pleased  to  designate  slave  representation,  ac- 
companied by  his  belief  in  its  influence  on  the 
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balance  of  power.  Another  gentleman,  then 
from  Massachusetts,  now  in  his  seat  from  Maine 
— the  same  who  presented  his  constituents,  and, 
by  accident,  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
with  a  Ohristmas-gift,  (which,  and  such  like, 
may  prove  their  curse,)  after  the  most  mature 
consideration,  I  say  mature,  because  the  gentle- 
man first  wrote  and  then  read  his  speech  to  the 
House — ^this  gentleman  avowed  dangerous  and 
inflammatory  doctrines,  and,  among  other 
things,  said,  in  reference  to  the  slaveholding 
States,  "for  emoluments  and  power  you  give  us 
commercial  restrictions,"  &o.  Here  the  benign 
gentleman  seemed  to  sigh  for  power,  to  avenge 
supposed  wrongs. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  See- 
GEANT,)  not  many  days  past  assigned  as  a  rea- 
son, among  others,  to  show  the  importance  of 
the  question,  and  why  it  should  be  left  for  the 
decision  of  a  future  Congress,  mentioned  the 
influence  which  it  might  have  upon  the  balance 
of  power;  for  this  he  was  immediately  rebuked, 
and  he  seemed  to  stand  corrected.  This  even- 
ing, the  gentleman,  in  an  eflfbrt  to  relieve  him- 
self from  so  reproachful  a  consideration,  charged 
the  minority  with  having  first  used  it,  and  partic- 
ularly charged  my  colleague  (Mr.  Clay)  with 
having  made  some  allusion  to  it  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, which  my  colleague  has  denied,  and  which 
I  will  venture  to  say  no  one  else  recollects.  The 
idea  of  calculations  of  power  infiuencing  the 
House  in  their  deliberations  on  the  Missouri  ques- 
tion, (views  so  inexorable  to  the  demands  of  jus- 
tice and  reason,)  always  excited  alarm  in  my 
mind ;  and,  from  a  reference  to  it,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, by  a  very  able  and  influential  member,  as 
was  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, (Mr.  Seegkant,)  who  now  disclaims  it,  I  am 
enabled  to  settle  the  point  in  dispute  between 
him  and  my  colleague,  by  calling  to  their  minds 
the  facts  as  they  transpired,  and  of  which  I 
have  the  most  vivid  recollection. 

My  colleague,  (Mr.  Olat,)  in  the  spirit  of  con- 
ciliation, which  has  characterized  his  every 
word  and  action  from  the  beginning  to  the  end 
of  this  contest,  in  one  of  his  speeches  of  the 
last  session  appealed  to  the  great  and  republican 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  which  had  been  regarded 
the  key-stone  of  the  federal  arch,  magnani- 
mously to  interfere  and  settle,  as  she  might  do, 
this  contest,  so  big  with  the  fate  of  the  Union ; 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Ser- 
geant,) whilst  replying,  observed  in  substance, 
if  not  in  words,  and  as  I  then  thought,  and  still 
think,  very  impressively  and  significantly,  that 
true  it  was,  Pennsylvania  had  been  regarded  as 
Ine  key-stone  of  the  federal  arch,  but  if  Con- 
gress went  on  to  admit  new  States  into  the 
Union,  he  did  not  know  how  long  she  would 
continue  so ;  manifestly  indicating  his  jealousy 
of  the  growing  importance  of  the  West,  and  the 
loss  of  the  attitude  of  Pennsylvania  as  the  key- 
stone of  the  federal  arch ;  or,  in  other  words, 
by  a  manner  and  in  terms  too  plain  to  be  mis- 
understood, the  influence  of  the  Missouri  ques- 
tion upon  the  balance  of  power.    Thus,  said 


Mr.  B.,  it  is  plain  to  demonstration,  as  it  is  true 
in  point  of  fact,  that  the  majority,  meaning  to 
be  rmderstood  several  influential  members  of 
the  majority,  were  the  first  to  avow,  and  to  con- 
tinue exclusively  to  avow,  this  consideration  ; 
and  that,  not  my  colleague,  (Mr.  Clay,)  Ijut  the 
gentleman  himself,  at  the  last  session,  and  at 
this,  has  consistently,  though  I  cannot  say 
wisely,  presented  the  same  view.  And  that 
which  induced  me  to  rise,  without  rrfection, 
under  every  disadvantage  of  a  House  worn 
down  with  tediousisessions  from  day  to  day,  at 
a  late  hour,  when  their  impatience  bad  been  so 
fully  evinced,  was  the  indignation  which  I  felt 
at  tlie  attempt  made  by  the  gentleman  who  had 
just  resumed  his  seat,  being  himself  the  ofiender, 
to  throw  the  blame  and  odium  of  the  use  and 
influence  of  this  argument  upon  my  colleague 
and  the  injured  minority. 

When  Mr.  Beown  had  concluded — 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Stoees  to  postpone  inde- 
finitely was  decided  about  sunset,  by  yeas  and 
nays — for  the  motion  42,  against  it  127. 

So  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Mallaet  then  renewed  the  motion  which 
he  had  unsuccessfully  made  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  as  before  stated ;  and  the  question 
thereon  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  thus — 
for  the  amendment  61,  against  it  107. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  its  dis- 
agreement to  the  report  of  the  select  committee, 
and  the  decision  was  as  follows :  for  concurring 
83,  against  it  86. 

So  the  House  refused  to  concur,  and  the 
amendment  reported  by  the  select  committee 
was  agreed  to. 

The  resolution,  as  thus  amended,  is  in  the  fol- 
lowing words : 

Resolved,  ^c.  That  the  State  of  Missouri  shall  be 
admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  egual  footing  with  the 
original  States,  in  all  respects  whatever,  upon  the 
fundamental  condition,  that  the  said  State  shall  nerer 
pass  any  law  preventing  any  description  of  persons 
from  coming  to  and  settling  in  the  said  State,  who  are 
now,  or  hereafter  may  become,  citizens  of  any  of  the 
States  of  this  Union  :  And  provided,  also,  That  the 
Legislature  of  the  said  State,  by  a  solemn  public  act, 
shall  declare  the  assent  of  the  said  State  to  the  said 
fundamental  condition,  and  shall  transmit  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  on  or  before  the  fourth 
Monday  of  November  next,  an  authentic,  copy  of  the 
said  act ;  upon  the  receipt  whereof  the  President,  by 
proclamation,  shall  announce  the  fact ;  whereupon, 
and  without  any  further  proceeding  on  the  part  of 
Congress,  the  admission  of  the  said  State  into  this 
Union  shall  be  considered  as  complete :  And  provided, 
further,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued to  take  from  the  said  State  of  Missouri,  when 
admitted  into  this  Union,  the  exercise  of  any  right 
or  power  which  can  now  be  constitutionally  exercised 
by  any  of  the  original  States. 

The  question  being  then  stated  on  ordering 
the  resolution  to  be  read  a  third  time — 

The  names  of  the  members  were  called  over. 
The  Clerk,  having  come  to  the  end  of  the  list, 
was  about  to  pronounce  the  result,  when 
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Mr.  Kent,  whose  delicate  state  of  health 
scarcely  enables  him  to  attend  the  House,  and 
who  was  not  in  the  House  when  his  name  was 
called,  requested  leave  to  record  his  name. 

Mr.  Jackson,  under  the  same  circumstances, 
except  that  he  was  within  the  walls  of  the 
House  when  his  name  was  called,  though  not 
within  the  bar,  made  the  same  request. 

The  Speakbe  offered  to  receive  their  votes, 
if  there  was  a  unanimous  consent  to  his  receiv- 
ing them ;  the  rule  of  the  House  peremptorily 
requiring  that  no  member  should  vote  on  any 
question  unless  he  was  within  the  bar  of  the 
House  when  his  name  was  called. 

Objection  was  made  to  their  voting. 

It  was  evident,  from  the  sensation  which  filled 
the  House,  that  the  vote  was  a  close  one, 
though  its  result  had  not  been  announced. 

Mr.  Olat,  finding  that  the  objection  to  these 
gentlemen  would  not  be  withdrawn,  moved  to 
suspend  the  rule  of  the  House  which  forbids  a 
change  of  the  rule  without  one  day's  notice,  in 
order  to  suspend  or  repeal  the  rule  which  for- 
bids these  gentlemen  from  voting.  After  awhile, 
however,  he  withdrew  his  motion,  relying  on 
the  magnanimity  of  some  member  of  the  ma- 
jority to  move  for  a  reconsideration  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  then  proclaimed 
as  follows :  for  the  third  reading,  80,  against 
it  83. 

Yeas.— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baldwin,  Ball, 
Barbour,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Blackledge,  Bloomfield, 
Brevard,  Brown,  Bryan,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon, 
Clark,  Clay,  Cobb,  Cooke,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Cul- 
breth,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davidson,  Earle,  Eddy, 
Fisher,  Floyd,  Gamett,  Gray,  Ghiyon,  Haokley,  Hall 
of  N.  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hill,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones 
of  Tenn.,  Little,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLaue  of 
Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Meigs,  Mercer, 
Metcalf,  Montgomery,  T.  L.  Moore,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Virginia,  Newton,  Pinckney,  Eankin,  Bead,  Rhea, 
Binggold,  Robertson,  Sawyer,  Shaw,  Simkins,  Smith 
of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Vir- 
ginia, Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Stevens,  Storrs, 
Swearingen,  Tompkins,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virgi- 
nia, Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker,  War- 
field,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North 
Carolina. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Beecher,  Boden,  Brush, 
Buffum,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Case, 
Clagett,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cushman,  Dane,  Darlington, 
Dennison,  Dickinson,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Ed- 
wards of  Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
Eustis,  Fay,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gotham, 
Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hall  of 
New  York,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibshman, 
Hubert,  Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln, 
Livermore,  Maolay,  McCullough,  Mallary,  Marohaud, 
Meeoh,  Monell,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Morton,  Mose- 
ly,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of 
Massachusetts,  Patterson,  PhUson,  Pitcher,  Plumer, 
Randolph,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross, 
Russ,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Street,  Strong  of  Ver- 
mont, Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tomlin- 


6on,  Tracy,  Udree,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wen- 
dover.  Whitman,  and  Wood. 

8o  the  whole  resolution,  amendment  and  all, 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  LivEEMOEE,  who  had  objected  to  the 
above  contested  votes,  then  gave  notice  that  he 
should,  at  12  o'clock  to-morrow,  move  for  a  re- 
consideration of  this  question,  that  every  mem- 
ber might  have  an  opportunity  of  voting  on  it. 
And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  February  13. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read- 
Mr.  LivEEMOEE,  with  the  view  of  affording 
to  members  who  were  absent  yesterday  an  op- 
portunity of  voting  on  the  resolution  from  the 
Senate,  rose  to  carry  that  purpose  into  effect; 
and,  to  obtain  his  object,  moved  to  amend  the 
Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings,  by  striking 
therefrom  the  order  "  that  the  Olerk  should  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  with  the  decision  of  this 
House  on  yesterday;"  that,  by  withholding 
that  Message,  he  might  be  enabled  to  move  the 
reconsideration  of  the  decision,  when  the  time 
should  arrive  at  which  such  a  motion  would  be 
in  order. 

Mr.  Olat  seconded  the  motion,  and  took  the 
occasion  to  make  a  few  remarks  explanatory  of 
an  incident  which  occurred  at  the  last  session, 
on  a  question  of  reconsidering  the  final  vote  of 
the  House  on  the  Missouri  bill,  and  to  vindicate 
the  then  Speaker  of  the  House  from  a  presumed 
interference  on  that  occasion,  and  to  show  that 
the  Clerk  did  no  more  than  his  duty  required 
him  to  do,  in  carrying  the  biU  to  the  Senate 
without  waiting  the  motion  for  reconsidera- 
tion. 

The  motion  to  amend  the  Journal,  as  pro- 
posed, was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Missouri. 

Mr.  LrvEEMOEB  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
of  yesterday,  by  which  the  resolution  from  the 
Senate,  as  amended,  for  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri, was  rejected. 

Mr.  Teaot,  that  the  attendance  of  the  mem- 
bers might  be  as  general  as  possible,  moved  a 
call  of  the  House,  (Mr.  Liveemoee  having 
waived  his  motion  for  the  present,  to  give  an 
opportunity  for  this  motion.) 

The  motion  for  a  call  of  the  House  was  nega- 
tived— yeas  51,  nays  73. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  th?  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  Edwaeds,  of  North  Carolina,  gave  the 
reasons  why  he  should  vote  for  the  reconsidera- 
tion, from  motives  of  comity  to  other  members, 
and  yet  should  again  vote,  as  he  did  yesterday, 
against  the  resolution,  should  it  be  reconsid- 
ered. 

Mr.  Gaenett  said,  feeling,  as  he  did,  disposed 
to  vote  against  the  motion  for  reconsideration, 
and  as  his  vote  would  be  apparently  inconsistent 
witli  that  he  had  yesterday  given  for  the  en- 
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grossment  of  the  resolntion,  it  was  a  duty  he 
owed  to  himself  to  state  the  reasons  whioli  in- 
fluenced Mm.  When  he  first  came  to  the  House 
yesterday,  he  had  read  the  amendment,  and  his 
impressions  were  against  it.  He  had  therefore 
voted  against  its  adoption.  His  attention,  how- 
ever, having  been  subsequently  attracted  to  the 
proviso,  he  had,  without  sufficiently  examining 
the  previous  part  of  the  resolution,  believed 
that  its  effect  was  to  do  away  and  render  nuga- 
tory all  its  provisions ;  and,  under  this  idea,  and 
in  the  spirit  of  conciliation,  he  had  voted  for 
engrossing  the  resolution  as  it  had  been  amend- 
ed. Subsequent  and  serious  reflection  had,  how- 
ever, induced  him  to  think  that  he  was  mis- 
taken as  to  the  effect  of  the  proviso,  and  that 
his  first  impressions  were  correct.  It  was,  per- 
haps, true,  that  it  was  calculated  to  do  away 
any  inequality  that  might  be  produced  by  the 
conditions  of  the  resolution,  between  the  rights 
of  Missouri,  and  those  of  the  other  States, 
"  when  admitted ; "  but  it  was  an  attempt  to 
impose  on  her  a  condition  previously  to  her  ad- 
mission, which  we  had  no  right  to  require  her 
to  perform.  How  was  it  possible  that  we  who 
think  that  Missouri  is,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, now  a  State,  and  that  she  is  only  kept 
out  of  the  Union  by  violence  and  injustice,  can 
believe  that  we  can  impose  on  her  any  condi- 
tion precedent  to  her  admission;  and  that  a 
condition,  too,  which  requires  her  to  relinquish 
a  right  which  she  can  now  exercise  in  common 
with  every  other  State  in  this  Union.  It  re- 
quires her  to  say  that  she  will  not  pass  any  law 
preventing  any  description  of  persons  who  now 
are,  or  may  hereafter  become,  citizens  of  any 
State,  from  coming  to  and  settling  in  Missouri. 
Now,  we  all  believe  that  she  has  the  power  to 
prevent  a  certain  description  of  persons  from 
coming  in  and  settling  in  the  State ;  and  I  am 
disposed  to  go  still  further,  and  to  say,  that  she 
has  the  right  to  exclude  any  description  of  per- 
sons— even  the  white  citizens  of  another  State ; 
for,  if  a  State  does  not  possess  this  right,  this 
obviously  absurd  consequence  foUows — that  a 
State  could  not  banish  a  citizen  upon  any  pre- 
text whatever,  for  treason,  or  for  the  most  in- 
famous crimes ;  for  he  would  have  nothing  to 
do  but  to  become  a  citizen  of  another  State, 
when  he  might  return  and  reside  in  the  State 
from  which  he  was  banished,  in  spite  of  its 
laws.  But,  however  this  might  be,  we  all 
agree  that  Missouri  has  a  right  to  exclude  some 
description  of  persons,  even  though  citizens  of 
another  State;  and,  agreeing  in  this,  we  cannot 
impose  any  precedent  condition  to  her  admis- 
sion requiring  her  to  abandon  this  right.  It 
was  useless  to  say  that  the  solemn  pubhc  act  by 
which  the  resolution  requires  her  to  relinquish 
this  right,  is  null.  If  it  was  so,  it  would  not 
justify  our  supporting  it.  If  you  analyze  the 
doctrine  in  its  extremes!  possible  result,  the 
least  that  we  concede  by  the  resolution  is,  that 
Congress  can  impose  conditions  on  a  State 
which  are  null,  but  cannot  impose  any  which 
are  efficient  and  operative.    But,  if  we  admit 


this  doctrine,  it  will  not  be  easy  always  to  dis- 
criminate between  conditions  that  are  null  and 
those  that  are  operative ;  and  if  we  concede  the 
right  of  Congress  to  impose  conditions  at  all, 
precedent  to  the  admission  of  a  State,  whether 
void  or  otherwise,  we  deprive  ourselves  of  the 
argument  against  their  constitutionality,  in  any 
future  attempt  that  may  be  made  to  impose 
such  conditions  on  Missouri  or  any  other  State. 
Mr.  Kandolph  made  a  few  remarks,  by  way 
of  protestation  against  the  proposed  reconsidera- 
tion .  The  battle,  he  taid,  had  been  fairly  fought, 
and  fau'ly  won — or  lost,  as  gentlemen  should 
please  to  consider  it.  He  considered  the  pro- 
posed reconsideration  to  be,  under  the  circum- 
stances, contrary  to  parliamentary  usage,  and  as 
tending  to  prostrate  the  great  constitutional 
barriers  which  surround  the  powers  of  this 
House.  Mr.  E.  concluded  by  vouching  his  life 
for  it  that  this  question  might  he  settled  with- 
out recourse  to  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Clay  replied,  regretting  the  unfortunate 
situation  in  which  he  was  placed,  having  to  meet 
objections  of  an  opposite  nature,  and  from  quar- 
ters of  the  House  whence  he  had  no  right  to 
expect  them.  Though  gentlemen  might  npt  be 
in  favor  of  the  resolution  as  amended,  they 
ought  yet  to  vote  for  reconsideration,  that  the 
door  might  be  kept  open  for  a  different  amend- 
ment, if  a  different  one  should  be  thought  neces- 
sary. He  threw  himself  on  the  frankness  and 
courtesy  of  the  House,  to  allow  the  members 
who  were  absent  on  yesterday  an  opportunity 
of  recording  their  votes. 

Ml'.  Floyd  intimated  his  intention  to  vote  for 
the  reconsideration,  but  stated  that  more  im- 
portant questions  than  this  had  been  lost  during 
his  observation,  by  the  absence  of  members 
from  their  seats.  Conceiving  that  a  remedy 
ought  to  be  provided  for  this  evil,  he  stated  his 
intention  of  moving,  at  some  time  during  the 
session,  an  amendment  to  the  rules  of  the  House 
so  as  to  require,  that,  on  each  call  of  the  yeas 
and  nays,  the  names  of  absentees  should  be  en- 
tered on  the  Journals,  designating  the  States 
which  they  respectively  represent. 

After  some  further  conversation,  of  an  inci- 
dental nature — 

The  question  of  reconsideration  was  taken, 
and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays :  For  the  recon- 
sideration 101,  and  against  it  66. 

So  the  House  determined  to  reconsider  the 
vote  of  yesterday  rejecting  the  resolution  from 
the  Senate  in  its  amended  shape. 

The  question  then  again  .presented  itself  in 
this  form :  Shall  the  amendment  be  engrossed, 
and,  with  the  resolution,  read  a  third  time  ? 

Mr.  Hacbxey,  of  New  York,  assigned,  at  con- 
siderable length,  the  reasons  which  had  induced 
him,  as  a  member  of  the  select  committee,  and 
on  the  subsequent  vote  in  the  House,  to  give  his 
suffrage  in  favor  of  the  amendment  reported  by 
the  select  committee. 

Mr.  Ftolee  delivered  to  the  House  the 
grounds  on  which  he  was  opposed  to  this  reso- 
lution, not  believing  that  the  condition  annexed 
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to  the  admission  of  Missouri  obviates  the  objec- 
tion to  that  clause  of  her  constitution  which  is 
supposed  to  conflict  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  feel- 
ing it  his  painful  duty,  upon  the  present  occa- 
sion, to  differ  from  those  with  whom  it  had 
been  his  pleasure  to  act  upon  almost  every 
proposition  concerning  Missomi,  he  trusted  he 
need  offer  no  apology  for  the  part  he  should 
take  in  consuming  the  valuable  time  of  the 
House.  He  would  not,  he  said,  detain  the  Mouse 
long ;  he  knew  it  was  impatient  for  the  ques- 
tion, and  would  endeavor  to  state,  as  succinctly 
as  possible,  the  reasons  which  determined  the 
course  he  was  about  to  take.  Whatever,  Mr. 
E.  said,  might  be  his  views  upon  this  resolution, 
to  whatever  conclusion  he  may  have  come,  he 
could  but  distrust  his  own  judgment  when  op- 
posed by  the  opinion  of  the  select  committee 
who  reported  it  to  the  House.  With  some  of 
the  members  of  that  committee,  he  said,  he  was 
well  acquainted  ;  he  had  the  fullest  confidence 
in  their  abilities,  and  regretted  he  could  not  go 
along  with  them.  His  great  anxiety  to  put  to 
rest  .this  distracting  subject  was  manifest  from 
his  course  hitherto ;  and  no  gentleman  could, 
for  a  moment,  believe  he  would  hesitate  to  vote 
for  any  proposition  to  admit  Missouri  which  his 
judgment  approved. 

He  had  bestowed  the  fullest  consideration 
upon  this  resolution,  and  could  not  bring  him- 
self to  support  it.  What,  sir,  is  the  first  mem- 
ber of  it  ?  It  is  declared  to  be  a  fundamental 
condition  upon  which  Missouri  is  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Union,  that  she  "  shall  never  pass  any 
law  preventing  any  description  of  persons  from 
coming  to,  and  settling  in,  the  said  State,  who 
now  are,  or  hereafter  may  become,  citizens  of 
any  of  the  States  of  this  Union."  Did  it,  he 
asked,  recite  in  so  many  words  the  clause  in 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  de- 
clares "  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citi- 
zens in  the  several  States  ? "  No,  sir.  It  in 
truth  contained  our  own  construction  of  that 
clause ;  it  set  forth  our  own  opinion,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  of  the  obligation  it  imposed,  and 
we  demand  of  Missouri  submission  to  that 
opinion  as  a  sine  qua  non  of  her  admission. 
And  are  gentlemen  prepared  to  maintain  this 
doctrine  ?  Would  they  teU  him  that  Congress 
possess  the  power  to  cut  down  and  restrict  the 
State  sovereignties  by  legislative  construction 
of  the  Federal  Constitution ;  and  that,  too,  of  a 
clause  merely  to  restrain  the  legislative  discre- 
tion of  the  States  themselves  ?  Establish  this 
doctrine,  and  to  what  will  it  lead  ?  What  wiU 
be  the  powers  of  this  Government,  and  where 
the  limit  to  them  ?  I  ask,  said  Mr.  E.,  do  gen- 
tlemen mean  to  say,  that  whatever  may  be  our 
construction  of  the  Federal  Constitution ;  what- 
ever rights  we  may  think  we  ourselves  possess, 
we  can  demand  of  a  State  who  asks  admission 
into  the  Union,  to  stipulate  she  will  adopt  the 
one  and  not  violate  the  other  ?    If  so,  what  is 


to  prevent  us  from  saying  to  Missouri,  to  Michi- 
gan, to  Arkansas,  or  any  other  Territory  who 
may  hereafter  apply  to  become  a  member  of 
the  Union,  "we  have  a  right  to  promote  the 
internal  improvement  of  the  country  by  a  sys- 
tem of  roads  and  canals,  when,  how,  and  where 
we  please,  and  we  demand  of  you,  as  a  condi- 
tion of  admission,  a  stipulation  that_  you  will 
pass  no  law  interfering  with  the  exercise  of  this 
right,  or,  indeed,  of  any  other  right  which  wo 
may  imagine  we  possess?"  And  why  not! 
We  may  say  then,  as  now,  it  is  consistent  with 
our  interpretation  of  the  constitution,  and  we 
impose  no  new  obligation.  Sir,  I  wUl  never 
consent  to  establish  such  a  principle  by  my 
vote.  The  powers  of  this  Government  are 
mighty  enough ;  their  march  is  onwards ;  and 
I  wish  they  may  not  sooner  or  later  entirely 
absorb  the  powers  of  the  States.  He  knew  he 
should  be  told  that  his  objections  to  the  first 
proviso  were  obviated  by  the  last,  which  asserts 
that  Missouri,  when  admitted,  shall  have  all  the 
powers  of  the  original  States.  But  he  coald 
not  so  view  it ;  whether  our  construction  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  in  this  particular,  be 
right  or  wrong,  the  principle  still  remained. 
He  objected  to  the  exercise  of  a  right  by  Con- 
gress to  decide  for  the  States  the  extent  of  their 
political  powers. 

This  resolution  must  receive  such  a  construc- 
tion as  will  give  effect  to  every  member  of  it, 
as  will  reconcile  all  its  parts.  And  was  he  to 
understand  gentlemen  to  say  that  Missouri, 
thus  restricted,  wiU  have  all  the  powers  of  the 
original  States ;  or  that  the  original  States  had 
the  same  powers,  and  no  more  than  she  had? 
Gentlemen  are  mistaken  when  they  say  the  im- 
port of  the  terms  "privileges  and  immunities" 
is  remitted  to  judicial  cognizance ;  we  have  onr- 
selves,  in  some  degree,  given  their  meaning. 
The  resolution  uses  the  words  "  any  description 
of  persons,"  and  declares  them  entitled  to  go 
to,  and  settle  in,  Missouri,  if  they  be  citizens  of 
any  of  the  States.  It  does  not  say  of  the  United 
States.  What  privileges  and  immunities  are 
secured  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  by 
the  clause  in  question,  the  Legislatures  of  the 
States  must  decide,  subject  to  revision  by  the 
Judiciary ;  and  how  far  the  States  are  restrain- 
ed, in  this,  respect,  there  is  much  difference  of 
opinion  even  in  this  House.  Let  Missouri, 
then,  enjoy  the  rights  her  sister  States  possess; 
let  her  be  at  liberty,  as  they  are,  to  expound 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  according 
to  her  sense  of  her  own  obligations  of  duty  and 
of  conscience. 

Mr.  Kakdolph  stated  some  of  the  grounds  on 
which  he  was  opposed  to  this  resolution.  He 
considered  it  as  proposing  a  sacrifice  of  the 
rights  not  only  of  Missouri,  but  collaterally  of 
all  the  States  of  the  Union,  to  mistaken  notions 
of  expediency ;  and  entered  into  an  argument 
to  support  that  position.  He  declared  himself 
to  be  opposed  to  the  annexation  of  any  oondi 
tion  to  the  act  of  admission  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  Stoeks  followed,  in  an  argument  in  sup- 
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port  of  the  resolution,  and  the  sufficiency  of  its 
provisions  to  obviate  the  objection,  which  he 
had  entertained  to  the  naied  resolution  for  ad- 
mission, when  that  question  was  presented  at 
an  earlier  period  of  the  session.  He  earnestly 
deprecated  the  disposition  which  appeared  to 
prevail  with  some  gentlemen,  to  leave  Missouri 
in  a  state  of  disconnection  from,  and  independ- 
ence on,  the  Government,  proposing  to  do 
nothing  with  her  now,  and  promising  to  do 
nothing  more  hereafter,  &c. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  New  Tork,  spoke  as  follows : 

During  the  last  session  of  Congress,  when  the 
question  of  restricting  slavery  in  that  State  was 
discussed,  I  supported  it,  in  every  instance,  by 
my  vote.  Congress,  however,  decided  against 
those  who  thought  and  acted  with  me  on  the 
question.  How  that  decision  was  obtained  I 
will  not  now  inquire.  It  is  sufficient  for  me 
that  the  opponents  of  restriction  were  not  in- 
debted to  me- for  their  success,  either  by  my 
absence  or  by  a  change  of  my  vote.  But,  how- 
ever that  decision  was  obtained,  I  considered  it 
binding  on  Congress.  By  it  Congress  solemnly 
pledged  itself  to  Missouri,  that,  if  she  would 
present  a  constitution,  in  other  respects  repub- 
lican, and  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  die  should  be  admitted  into 
this  Union.  I  considered  myself  bound  by  this 
pledge.  I  have  no  alternative  left.  I  cannot 
for  a  moment  consent,  as  a  member  of  this 
House,  to  observe  a  Punic  faith  even  to  Mis- 
souri. I  know  it  is  objected  that  Missouri  has 
not  fulflUed  her  part  of  the  compact ;  that  her 
constitution,  in  one  of  Its  provisions,  is  repug- 
nant to  that  of  the  United  States.  I  agree  that 
it  is.  But  we  have  no  evidence  that  this  repug- 
nant clause  was  inserted  with  intent  to  violate 
any  of  the  provisions  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion ;  and  we  certainly  are  warranted  in  judg- 
ing charitably  of  her  intentions,  when  we  re- 
flect that  several  of  the  States  have  enacted 
laws  of  the  sama  tendency,  and  equally  repug- 
nant to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  a  common  judicial  maxim,  equally  applica- 
ble to  States  and  individuals,  that  every  one  is 
presumed  innocent  untU  proven  guilty.  Adopt- 
ing this  maxim,  we  cannot  yet  pronounce  sen- 
tence against  Missouri.  If  gentlemen  will  prove 
to  me,  by  reasonable  argument,  that  we  are  not 
bound  by  the  law  of  last  session,  and  that  we 
still  have  the  right,  consistent  with  good  faith, 
to  revive  the  question  of  the  restriction  of 
slavery  in  Missouri,  and  that  there  is  any,  even 
the  most  distant  hope  of  bringing  it  to  a  suc- 
cessful termination,  I  will  go  with  them ;  for  I 
wish  it  distinctly  understood,  that  I  am  not  ex- 
cited to  my  present  course  by  any  sympathy 
for  Missouri ;  I  feel  none :  nor  am  I  prompted 
by  fear.  The  menaces  of  gentlemen  have  no 
influence  on  my  mind. 

Mr.  SmKHfs  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  rising,  principally  to  ask  for 
the  ayes  and  noes  on  this  now  apparently  des- 
perate resolution,  my  bosom  swells  with  emo- 
tions to  which  my  tongue  can  give  no  utterance. 


I  feel  myself  authorized  to  warn  gentlemen,  in 
the  most  solemn  manner,  that  the  nation  is 
heart-sick  of  this  question ;  and  I  do  believe,  if 
it  were  left  to  the  people,  Missouri  would  be 
declared  to  be  admitted  almost  by  acclamation. 
The  inhabitants  even  of  the  North  and  East 
abhor  the  existence  of  a  subject  which  has  been 
so  pressed  upon  Congress  as  not  only  to  occa- 
sion great  expense  and  loss  of  time,  but  to  agi- 
tate the  nation  from  Maine  to  Georgia ;  and  al- 
though it  may  not  be  strictly  parliamentary  to 
speak  of  information  «)ming  in  any  other  than 
an  official  shape,  yet  I  venture  to  assert,  upon 
that  on  which  I  place  the  most  implicit  reli- 
ance, that,  in  many  sections  of  the  New  Eng- 
land States,  there  is  a  vast  majority  in  favor  of 
unconditional  admission!  Shall  I,  then,  on  a 
matter  of  such  moment,  of  such  national  im- 
portance, that  almost  every  day  it  exists  adds 
to  the  bad  feelings,  jealousies,  and  spiiit  of  dis- 
union, so  destructive  to  our  peace,  stop  to  argue 
the  lawyer-like  and  attenuated  argument  of  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Tomlinson,) 
as  to  the  power  of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri 
to  give  its  assent  to  the  proposition  submitted 
by  the  committee ;  a  proposition  most  ably  and 
zealously  vindicated  by  the  gentlemen  from 
Kentucky  and  from  New  York,  (Messrs.  Clay, 
FoED,  and  Haokley.)  Sir,  this  is  no  time  to 
consider  technical  arguments  and  sceptical  ob- 
jections; it  is  the  time  to  insure  the  harmony 
of  the  country  by  a  settlement  of  this  ominous 
and  ill-boding  question. 

Mr.  Ross,  of  Ohio,  spoke  at  some  length,  and 
with  much  earnestness  of  manner,  in  opposition 
to  the  resolution,  on  the  ground  that  its  pro- 
visions were  inefficient  in  themselves ;  or,  being 
otherwise,  were  of  a  most  pernicious  tendency. 
He  considered  it  an  expedient  to  avoid  a  re- 
sponsibility which  gentiemen  were  afraid  to 
meet.  He  reprobated  the  change  of  sentiment 
which  some  gentlemen  had  evinced,  and  inti- 
mated that,  if  honest  in  their  first  opinion,  they 
had  acted  dishonestly,  or  under  the  influence 
of  improper  motives  in  voting  differently  now, 
&c. 

Mr.  Little,  of  Maryland,  was  about  to  speak 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Boss,  and  in  vindication  of  his 
course  on  this  question — 

When  an  explanation  took  place  between  Mr. 
Clay  and  Mr.  Boss,  which  induced  Mr.  L.  to 
waive  his  remarks. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Pennsylvania,  next  spoke 
earnestly  in  support  of  this  resolution,  and  in 
reply  to  those  who  had  spoken  against  it.  He 
invoked  those  whom  the  resolution,  as  it  now 
stood,  did  not  please,  to  say  explicitly  what 
would  please  them,  it  having  been  decided  by  a 
large  majority  that  the  restriction  of  last  session 
was  out  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  spoke  briefly  upon 
one  point  of  the  resolution  which  had  been  par-^ 
ticularly  objected  to. 

Mr.  PnroKNEY,  of  South  Carolina,  spoke  as 
follows : 
Mr.  Speaker,  there  are  many  reasons  which 
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make  it  incunibent  on  me  not  to  sufifer  this 
question,  which  I  consider  the  final  one  on  the 
acceptance  or  rejection  of  the  constitution  of 
Missouri,  and  her  admission  into  the  Union,  to 
pass  without  presenting  my  views  on  the  sub- 
ject to  the  House.  These  reasons  are,  the  im- 
portance of  the  question  itself,  the  great  interest 
the  State  I  represent,  in  part,  has  in  it,  and,  not 
among  the  least,  the  frequent  calls  made  upon 
me  in  this  House,  and  references  in  the  other, 
as  to  the  true  meaning  of  the  second  section  of 
the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  which  it  appears,  from  the  Jour- 
nal of  the  General  Convention  that  formed  the 
constitution,  I  first  proposed  in  that  body. 

We  are  now  arrived  at  the  most  awful  period 
which  has  hitherto  occurred  on  this  delicate 
and  distressing  subject.  On  the  decision  of  the 
question  before  you  is  to  depend  whether  we 
are  to  rise  in  harmony  with  each  other,  having 
made  the  necessary  provision  for  the  admission 
of  Missouri  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  other 
States,  or  to  reject  her  constitution,  and  leave 
her,  erected  as  she  completely  is,  by  our  own 
authority,  into  a  State,  unowned  and  unadmit- 
ted into  our  Union,  of  which,  under  the  foster- 
ing care  of  Government,  she  soon  bids  fair  to 
become  a  most  valuable  member. 

Mr.  Jefferson  says,  in  a  letter  to  a  friend, 
which  has  been  published,  at  least  this  sentence 
of  it :  "  The  Missouri  question  is  the  most  por- 
tentous one  that  ever  threatened  our  Union. 
In  the  gloomiest  moments  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,  I  never  had  any  apprehension  equal  to 
that  I  feel  from  this  source."  I  agree  perfectly 
with  him,  and  join  those  gentlemen  in  opinion 
who  consider  this,  beyond  aU  comparison,  the 
second  question  in  point  of  importance,  which 
has  been  agitated  among  us  since  our  revolt 
from  the  parent  State.  The  first  was  the 
memorable  declaration  which  confirmed  the 
Union,  and  gave  birth  to  the  independence  of 
our  country.  This  is  the  only  one  which  may, 
in  its  consequences,  lead  to  the  dissolution  of 
that  very  Union,  and  prove  the  death-blow  of 
all  the  political  happiness  and  national  impor- 
tance once  so  rationally  to  be  expected  from  it. 
I  feel  myself  authorized  to  express  this  fear  by 
the  fact,  that  the  gentlemen  in  opposition  have 
now  thrown  off  the  veil,  and  expressly  declare 
their  intention  is  to  leave,  if  possible,  this  ques- 
tion to  the  next  Congress ;  to  leave  to  them, 
unfettered  by  any  act  of  ours,  the  power  to  de- 
cide how  far  the  true  interest  of  the  Union  may 
'  then  make  it  necessary  to  produce  anew,  and 
Struggle  for  the  imposition  of  the  restriction  on 
slavery  in  Missouri,  which  has,  during  the  three 
last  sessions,  shaken  the  Union  to  its  very  foun- 
dations. They  openly  avow  that  they  do  not 
consider  themselves  bound  by  the  compact  of 
the  last  year,  confining  that  restriction  to  the 
territory  north  of  36  degrees  30  minutes,  but 
aver,  if  they  have  strength  enough  to  do  so, 
their  intention  to  leave  the  next  Congress  free 
to  decide  it  as  they  please. 

In  considering  the  'subject,  I  shall  endeavor 


to  prove  to  you  that  Missouri,  in  complying  with 
the  act  of  Congress  of  the  last  session,  has  sub- 
mitted to  you  the  very  best  republican  consti- 
tution I  have  ever  seen ;  one  not  only  superior 
to  that  of  the  other  States,  but  even  to  the 
boasted  one  of  the  United  States;  and  that  if 
she  has,  without  the  least  intention  to  violate 
it,  inserted  the  article  respecting  the  prohibition 
of  free  negroes  and  mulattoes,  she  may  fairly  be 
considered  as  not  only  having  done  it  under  the 
sanction  of  Congress,  but  I  may  almost  he  justi- 
fied in  saying  under  their  recommendation. 

In  examining  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  it 
will  be  found,  that  while  it  has  carefully  avoid- 
ed all  those  defects  which  time  and  experience 
have  discovered  in  the  constitutions  of  the  other 
States,  it  has  wisely  ingrafted  aU  their  excel- 
lences, and  made  additions  of  others  heretofore  v 
omitted  or  not  thought  of.  The  first  branch  of 
her  Legislature  is,  contrary  to  all  the  others, 
except  South  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  elected 
for  two  years,  thereby  avoiding  the  almost  con- 
tinual irritation  and  intrigue  incident  to  annual 
elections,  while  sufficiently  short  to  continue 
the  Representative  as  connected  with  his  con- 
stituents, as  he  ought  to  be.  The  Senate  are 
elected  for  a  longer  term,  and  with  a  proper  ro- 
tation, so  as  to  unite  firmness,  stability,  and 
system,  with  a  due  degree  of  dependence  and 
responsibility.  Their  Executive  is  elected  for 
four  years,  possesses  the  same  revisionary  power 
as  the  President  of  the  United  States  does,  and 
has  exactly  that  permanence,  nomination  to 
office,  and  patronage,  which  an  Executive  ought 
to  have,  to  give  weight  and  respectability  to 
his  office,  and  no  more. 

Her  Judiciary  are  wisely  appointed,  and  are 
completely  independent  in  the  tenure  of  their 
office  and  salaries,  all  the  provisions  it  has  made 
for  the  government  of  their  mUitia,  and  the  dis- 
tribution of  knowledge  among  the  rising  genera- 
tion of  their  country,  do  honor  to  the  talents 
that  formed  the  constitution,  while  those  which 
provide  for  the  humane  treatment  of  slaves  by 
their  masters,  and  their  trial  by  jury,  and  pun- 
ishment in  the  same  manner  as  the  whites,  and 
make  the  murder,  or  dismemberment  of  a  slave, 
punishable  as  if  committed  on  a  free  white  per- 
son, are  honorable  and  liberal  improvements  on 
the  policy  which  has  hitherto  governed  other 
States  in  these  respects;  the  declaration  of 
rights  annexed  to  their  constitution  recognizes 
and  establishes  all  the  gi'eat  and  indispensable 
principles  of  free  government ;  in  short,  in  every 
thing  except  with  respect  to  those  provisions 
which  are  held  to  interfere  with  its  claim  to 
admission  into  the  Union,  Missouri  must  appear 
to  every  impartial  man  to  have  done  herself 
credit  by  her  constitution,  of  which  the  essen- 
tial ingredient  of  general  suffrage,  or,  in  other 
words,  equal  political  rights,  is  the  basis. 

I  have  said  no  other  State  constitution  is 
comparable  to  it,  and  to  prove  this,  for  brevity 
sake,  let  us  shortly  examine  the  constitution  of 
Massachusetts,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Mary- 
land, and  Virginia,  and  we  shall,  as  republican 
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systems,  find  .them  far  inferior  indeed  to  Mis- 
souri ;  and  as  the  question  is  on  the  acceptance 
of  her  constitution,  and  admission  into  the 
Union,  this  examination  becomes  peculiarly 
proper. 

In  examining  the  constitution  of  Missouri, 
you  find  it  free  from  all  these  defects ;  and,  as 
the  great  question  now  before  us  is  the  accept- 
ance of  her  constitution  and  admission  into  the 
Union,  I  wish,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  to  show  to 
the  people  of  this  country  its  excellence  and 
superiority,  as  a  repubUcan  one,  over  those  of 
the  important  States  I  have  mentioned,  and, 
indeed,  of  all  the  others,  that  they  may  be  ena- 
bled to  judge  whether  it  can  be  possible  so  ex- 
cellent a  system  can  be  rejected  for  the  trifling 
reason  that  it  inadvertently  contains  a  provision 
prohibiting  the  settlement  of  free  negroes  and 
mulattoes  among  them,  or  whether  it  is  not  in- 
finitely more  probable  that  other  reasons  of  a 
much  more  serious  nature,  and  pregnant  with 
the  most  disastrous  events  to  the  future  union 
and  peace  of  these  States,  are  at  the  bottom  of 
this  unexpected  and  inexcusable  opposition. 
My  reason  for  being  of  this  opinion  is,  that  if 
this  was  not  the  case  the  course  of  their  pro- 
ceeding on  this  subject  would  have  been  most 
probably  as  follows:  There  would  have  been, 
as  there  must  inevitably  have  been,  a  unanimous 
approbation  of  every  part  of  the  system  except 
this  proliibitory  clause,  and  this  would  have 
been  considered,  as  it  certainly  is,  nothing  more 
than  a  strong  recommendation  from  the  con- 
vention that  formed  the  constitution  to  the  fu- 
ture Legislature,  which  might  or  might  not 
comply  with  it,  after  giving  it  a  much  more  full 
and  deliberate  examination  than  it  was  in  the 
power  of  the  convention  to  do,  as,  in  their 
opinion,  was  most  consistent  with  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  or  the  interest  of 
their  own  State.  If  the  convention  had  not 
determined  to  leave  it  wholly  to  the  discretion 
of  the  Legislature,  why  did  they  not,  in  express 
terms,  declare  that  no  free  mulattoes  or  negroes 
should  ever  be  allowed  to  enter  into  Missouri, 
and  make  it  a  part  of  the  constitution  ?  It  was 
easy  to  have  framed  a  short  article  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  not  to  have  made  the  intervention  of 
the  Legislature  necessary ;  besides,  what  shows 
that  the  Legislature  are  of  this  opinion  is,  that, 
as  far  as  we  know,  they  have  hitherto  passed 
no  such  law,  and,  if  they  should  not,  where  is 
there  a  penalty  annexed  to  their  not  doing  so, 
or  where  is  the  power  to  compel  them  ?  But  I 
now  proceed  to  state,  in  my  opinion,  the  article 
is  not  an  unconstitutional  one  ;  and  that,  even 
if  it  was,  it  might  be  considered,  in  some  de- 
gree, as  sanctioned  virtually,  or  tacitly  recom- 
mended by  Congress. 

I  say  it  is  not,  in  my  judgment,  unconstitu- 
tional, for  the  following  reasons,  in  which  I 
mean  briefly  to  answer  to  the  call  that  has  been 
made  upon  me :  It  appears  by  the  Journal  of 
the  Convention  that  formed  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  that  I  was  the  only  member 
of  that  body  that  ever  submitted  the  plan  of  a 


constitution  completely  drawn  in  articles  and  ' 
sections ;  and  this  having  been  done  at  a  very 
early  staige  of  their  proceedings,  the  article  on 
which  now  so  much  stress  is  laid,  and  on  the 
meaning  of  which  the  whole  of  this  question  is 
made  to  turn,  and  which  is  in  these  words :  "  the 
citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all 
privileges  and  immunities  in  every  State,"  hav- 
ing been  made  by  me,  it  is  supposed  I  must 
know,  or  perfectly  recollect,  what  I  meant  by 
it.  In  answer,  I  say  that,  at  the  time  I  drew 
that  constitution,  I  peffectly  knew  that  there 
did  not  then  exist  such  a  thing  in  the  Union  as 
a  black  or  colored  citizen,  nor  could  I  then  have 
conceived  it  possible  such  a  thing  could  ever 
have  existed  in  it ;  nor,  notwithstanding  all  that 
is  said  on  the  subject,  do  I  now  believe  one  does 
exist  in  it ;  and,  in  order  to  prove  this,  the  only 
true  question  for  consideration  is,  what  is  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States  ?  And  I  now  answer, 
as  we  consider  one  in  the  State  to  which  I  be- 
long. 

In  South  Carolina  we  consider  all  white  per- 
sons born  in  the  same,  or  adopted  according  to 
law,  to  be  citizens,  and  entitled,  as  such,  to  all 
the  privileges  of  a  citizen,  where  not  disabled 
by  something  personal  to  themselves.  Their 
privileges  vary  according  to  their  sex  and  situa- 
tion. Females  are  whoUy  excluded  from  a  right 
to  vote,  or  to  office,  and  are  confined  to  their 
proper  sphere ;  but  all  males  bom  in  the  State, 
or  in  the  United  States,  after  a  certain  residence 
in  that  State,  or  adopted  according  to  law,  are 
equal,  except  clergymen,  who,  on  account  of 
their  office,  are  excluded  from  the  Legislature. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  they  are  all  enrolled  into 
the  militia,  and  serve  as  the  defenders  of  their 
country.  At  twenty-one  they  are,  from  our 
general  suffrage  law,  qualified  to  vote,  to  serve 
on  juries,  and  to  be  eligible  to  the  Legislature, 
and  aU  offices  except  two,  which  require  greater 
age.  They  have  a  right  to  sue,  and  are  liable 
to  be  sued ;  to  take  a  freehold,  and  hold  prop- 
erty. They  are  all  entitled  to  the  trial  by  jury, 
and  intermarry  at  any  age. 

This,  and  this  alone,  is  called  a  citizen  there; 
and  nothing  less  than  this  can,  in  my  opinion, 
constitute  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  Now,  • 
let  us  compare  this  white  citizen  of  the  South 
with  the  tlach  or  colored  man,  such  as  he  is  in 
the  Eastern  or  Kortiiern  States ;  and  then  let 
it  be  seen  whether,  for  the  protection  of  the 
comparatively  few  rights  of  such  a  being  as  he 
i%— of  a  person  so  situated,  so  unlike  a  citizen, 
and  so  ahnost  whoUy  without  his  privileges —  ^ 
gentlemen  can  be  serious  in  refusing  the  admis- 
sion of  Mjssonri,  and  risking  the  consequences. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  all  the  States  had 
slaves ;  the  Northern  and  Eastern  to  a  consid- 
erable amount,  and  the  Southern  to  a  much 
more  numerous  one.  The  former,  extremely 
anxious  to  get  rid  of  them,  passed  laws  for  the 
gradual  abohtion  of  slavery,  and,  by  their  ill- 
treatment,  by  the  contempt  they  exhibited  for 
them,  and  the  marked  line  of  distinction  drawn 
between  them  and  the  whites,  I  am  told,  in  the 
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Eastern  States,  they  have  almost  driven  the 
■wliole  of  them  away — many  to  the  West  Indies, 
and  more  to  the  Southern  States;  so  that  in  the 
six  Eastern  States,  I  am  informed,  not  more,  at 
present,  than  a  few  thousand  remain. 

And  here  let  me  ask,  how  have  they  effected 
this?  Wliy,  as  I  have  just  said,  by  treating 
them,  on  every  occasion,  with  the  most  marked 
contempt — by  never  employing  them  when 
whites  can  be  procured,  thus  reducing  them  to 
great  penury  and  distress — by  refusing  to  trust 
them  with  the  defence  of  the  country,  or  en- 
rolling them  in  their  miUtia — by  denying  them 
the  right  to  serve  on  juries,  or  in  their  courts 
to  give  credit  to  their  oaths  in  suits  where 
whites  are  concerned — by  preventing  their 
marrying,  under  heavy  penalties,  with  the 
whites — and  by  even  refusing  to  them  the  right 
of  remaining  more  than  two  months  in  their 
State,  under  penalty  of  whipping ;  thus  show- 
ing that,  so  fa,r  from  wishing  to  treat  or  con- 
sider them  as  citizens,  they  view  the  mixture 
of  their  blood,  and  any  connection  with  them, 
as  a  disgrace  to  the  whites.  The  only  solitary 
privilege  which  it  seems  is  granted  them,  is,  on 
pressing  occasions,  where  votes  are  wanted. 


these  degraded  beings  are  frequently,  in  a  most^  /must  have  been  created  with  less  intellectual 


improper  state,  dragged  to  the  polls,  with  tick 
ets  in  their  hands  which  they  cannot  read,  and 
compelled,  by  men  under  whose  influence  they 
are  obliged  to  act,  to  disgrace,  in  the  most 
shameful  manner,  the  highest  privilege  our  Ee- 
publio  boasts,  and  which,  I  will  venture  to  say, 
is  in  no  other  country  equally  degraded,  as  by  a 
view  of  their  condition,  and  the  manner  the 
blacks  are  treated  in  Europe,  will  presently  be 
shown.  And,  perhaps,  this  is  the  proper  place 
to  remark,  that  it  was  impossible  for  Missouri 
to  have  held  any  other  opinions  on  this  subject 
than  those  she  did,  when,  in  addition  to  all  this, 
she  well  knew  Congress  had  never,  by  their 
laws,  naturalized  any  but  whites,  or  admitted 
any  other  to  be  enrolled  into  the  militia,  or 
had,  by  any  act,  in  the  most  remote  degree,  ac- 
knowledged or  considered  a  black  or  colored 
man  as  a  citizen. 

I  find  it  difficult  to  say  what  opinion  ought  to 
#)e  attached  to  the  perseverance  which  the  ma- 
jority of  this  House  have  exhibited  for  three 
successive  sessions,  on  this  occasion,  in  strug- 
gling to  establish  the  points  for  which  they 
have  contended,  and  in  which  they  have  shown 
so  little  attention,  or  have  had  so  little  respect 
for  the  feelings  of  their  brethren  of  the  Southern 
and  Western  States.  It  must  have  arisen  either 
from  a  wish  to  dissolve  the  Union,  and  separate 
themselves  from  the  slaveholding  States,  or 
from  a  total  want  of  knowledge  of  the  distinc- 
tion which  has,  from  time  immemorial,  existed 
in  the  civilized  world,  between  the  black  and 
white  race,  and  the  strong  and  immovable  line 
which  has  separated,  and  will  for  ever  continue 
to  separate,  them  in  the  Southern  and  Western 
States  of  this  Union. 

There  can  be  no  question  what  the  opinion 
of  Europe  is  as  to  the  black  race ;  for  there  the 


line  of  distinction  is  as  strongly  drawn  as  it  is 
between  the  whites  and  them  in  the  Southern 
and  Western  States.  Nor  is  this  peculiar  to  the 
moderns ;  the  same  opinion  was  entertained  by 
the  ancients  of  the  then  civilized  world  as  exists 
at  present. 

In  speaking  of  the  situation  of  the  interior  of 
Africa,  where  the  black  race  were  first  found, 
it  is  natural  to  turn  our  attention  to  what  it  haa 
been  from  the  earliest  ages  we  are  acquainted 
with.  In  doing  so  we  find  that,  of  all  the  quar- 
ters of  the  globe,  this  is  the  only  one  which  re- 
mains completely  unaltered  from  the  creation 
untU  the  present  moment.  The  African  man  is 
still  as  savage  as  ever — ^he  is  as  unchanged  as 
the  lion  or  tiger  which  roams  in  the  same  forests 
with  himself. 

It  may  be  asked.  Why  this  unchanged  situa- 
tion while  always  in  the  neighborhood,  and 
within  the  reach  of  aU  the  most  civilized  part 
of  the  then  known  world  ?  Why  should  every 
part  yield  to  the  extension  of  learning  and  the 
arts,  while  the  Africans  still  continued  tho  bar- 
barous and  cannibal  race  they  were  from  the 
beginning  ?  The  reason  is  plain  from  the  only 
data  given  ns  to  judge  from.     They  certainly 


powers  than  the  whites,  and  were  most  proba-v 
bly  intended  to  serve  them,  and  be  the  instru- 
ments of  their  cultivation.  A  strong  reason  in 
favor  of  this  opinion  of  their  inferiority  to  the 
whites  is,  there  never  having  been  one  of  the 
race,  notwithstanding  all  the  pains  taken  with 
them,  that  has  attained  any  thing  like  what 
may  be  termed  mediocrity  in  learning;  and, 
for  this  and  other  reasons,  some  of  the  most 
able  philosophers  in  both  continents,  among 
whom  may  be  named  Mr.  Hume  and  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, have  invariably  expressed  the  same  sen- 
timents. 

Such,  too,  has  unquestionably  been  the  opinion 
of  aU  the  most  enlightened  nations  of  Europe ; 
or  else,  when  England,  and  Spain,  and  Erance, 
and  Holland  had,  by  the  discovery  of  America, 
acquired  colonies  there,  why  did  they  instantly 
send  their  ships  to  Africa,  to  stock  them  with 
slaves,  and  to  no  other  place  ?  Why  not  send 
to  Asia,  or  take  the  native  Indians  in  their 
neighborhood,  and  employ  them  ?  The  reason 
was,  that  they  found  no  other  part  of  the  human 
race  so  inferior  in  intellect  to  the  whites  as  the 
Africans,  or  none  which  it  can  be  so  fairly  pre-  ^ 
sumed  were  created  for  the  purpose  of  serving 
them. 

Let  us  now  view  the  conduct  of  England.  It 
is  true,  in  the  case  of  Somerset,  her  courts  de- 
termined no  human  being  could  be  held  in 
slavery  in  England,  but  there  they  stopped. 
You  never  have  heard  of  any  of  the  colored 
race  being  admitted  to  the  rights  of  British 
subjects  so  far  as  to  vote  at  their  elections,  to 
serve  on  juries,  to  be  admitted  to  swear  in  their 
courts ;  to  he  enrolled  in  their  militia ;  or  to  be 
eligible  to  Parliament ;  or  to  hold  any  ofSce  of 
honor  or  profit  under  their  Government. 

In  their  colonies  they  keep  them  in  abject 
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slavery,  perhaps  more  so  than  exists  in  any  part 
of  the  world,  not  even  excepting  the  Portuguese 
or  Spanish  colonies. 

In  the  dominions  of  France  in  Europe,  they 
carry  the  exclusion  of  the  blacks  further  than  in 
any  European  nation ;  for,  by  an  ordinance  of 
France,  issued  long  ago  by  one  of  their  mon- 
archs,  and  still  in  force,  they  are  forbid  to  en- 
ter, and  all  persons  are  forbid  to  bring  them, 
nuder  severe  penalties,  into  France  ;  stating  in 
the  ordinance,  among  the  principal  reasons 
which  induced  it,  the  determination  of  the 
French  Government  to  prevent  any  intermix- 
ture between  the  white  and  black  blood.  It  is 
not  a  little  singular  that,  in  the  discussion  which 
took  place  the  last  session,  on  the  restriction, 
^  the  able  Senator  whose  recent  death  is  so  justly 
'  deplored  as  a  public  loss,  should  have  used  ex- 
actly the  same  reasons  in  support  of  it. 

We  are,  sir,  very  fond  of  imitating  the  Eo- 
mans  in  every  thing  we  can,  without  inquiring 
how  far,  from  the  very  different  nature  of  our 
Government,  it  was  strictly  appropriate.  We 
have,  in  imitation  of  them,  made  the  most 
ferocious  of  all  the  birds  of  prey  our  national 
standard,  and  named  the  edifice  in  which  we 
are  now  legislating,  the  Capitol.  Why  not  fol- 
low them  in  their  opinions  respecting  the  Afri- 
can race?  Rome  was  well  acquainted  with 
thefti.  She  had  carried  her  victorious  eagles  to 
Carthage,  and  afterwards  to  Alexandria ;  they 
were  well  acquainted  with  the  interior  of  Africa, 
whose  inhabitants  were  essentially  different 
from  those  of  Carthage  and  Egypt  in  color,  and 
infinitely  their  inferiors  in  intellect.  They 
were,  as  they  are  now,  cannibals  and  barbari- 
ans. So  far  from  any  of  them,  or  their  de- 
scendants, ever  having  been  considered  as  citi- 
zens by  the  Romans,  it  does  not  appear  they 
even  condescended  to  make  them  their  slaves  ; 
for,  like  the  Greeks,  all  the  slaves  among  the 
Romans  were  white.  It  is,  therefore,  probable 
that,  like  the  French  in  Europe,  they  disdained 
to  mix  the  Roman  blood  with  them.  How  dif- 
ferent must  have  been  their  opinions  and  feel- 
ings from  those  of  our  Northern  and  Eastern 
brethren,  who  now  not  only  consent  to  receive 
and  cherish  them  themselves,  but  wish  to  throw 
in  upon  Missouri  and  all  the  Southern  and 
Western  States,  in  the  shape  of  citizens,  the 
very  race  which  Rome  refused  to  receive  and 
use  as  slaves ! 

But,  sir,  it  will  be  impossible  for  them  to 
sacceed.  The  distinction  which  has  existed 
fromithe  earliest  ages,  in  Europe  and  in  Amer- 
ica, from  its  discovery  and  setflement,  down  to 
the  present  moment,  can  never  he  removed. 
Instead  of  diminishing,  the  very  discussion  of 
g  this  question  will  increase  its  strength,  as  is  now 
daily  proved  by  the  laws  which  have  just  passed, 
and  others  of  a  similar  character  now  under  dis- 
cussion in  the  Southern  States,  and  which  nsver 
would  have  been  passed  hut  for  this  attempt ; 
one  much  more  dangerous  and  alarming  than 
that  of  the  last  session ;  it  has  come  most  unex- 
pectedly on  them. 


They,  in  common  with  the  people  of  all  the 
States,  supposed  that  the  question  had  been  put 
at  rest  for  ever — they  viewed  the  compromise  as 
binding  in  honor  on  every  part  of  the  Union — 
they  had  the  good  sense  to  know  that,  in  a 
government  so  extensive  as  this,  and  differing 
in  its  climate  and  productions,  and  consequent- 
ly in  its  interests,  that  every  thing  must  be  done 
by  compromise — that  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  itself  was  the  work  of  compro- 
mise, and  in  nothing  so  remarkably  and  of  such  i 
importance  as  on  the  Vtry  subject  of  slavery,  in 
not  only  consenting  the  Southern  States  should 
have  a  representation  for  their  slaves,  but  going 
the  very  extraordinary  length  further  in  allow- 
ing them,  if  they  pleased,  to  keep  the  African 
trade  open  for  twenty  years — and  that  this  con- 
stitution of  compromise  was  formed  by  a  body 
of  men,  at  least  as  well-informed  and  disin- 
terested, and  as  much  the  lovers  of  freedom  and 
humanity,  as  may  probably  ever  again  be  as- 
sembled in  this  country;  while  therefore  the 
constitutional  compromise  is,  as  it  had  always 
been,  strictly  adhered  to,  they  can  see  no  reason 
why  on  the  same  subject  the  compromise  of  the 
last  session  should  not  be — ^they  fear  that  the 
mere  admission  of  a  few  free  negroes  and  mu- 
lattoes  cannot  be  the  true  cause  of  aU  these  ex- 
ertions, and  of  all  this  perseverance  on  the  part 
of  the  majority  of  this  House,  but  that  some- 
thing of  greater  importance  is  intended,  by  the 
astonishing  anxiety  now  shown  to  keep  the 
question  open  to  the  next  session. 

If  this  was  not  the  case,  I  should  have  sup- 
posed a  train  of  reasoning  something  like  the 
following  ought  to  have  weight  with  the  House. 
The  constitution  of  Missouri,  now  under  exam- 
ination, is  formed  truly  republican,  and  indeed 
excellent  in  all  its  provisions,  except  the  one 
objected  to — in  defence  of  this  it  is  asserted 
that  it  is  no  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  because  no  free  negro  or  mulatto 
in  any  of  the  States,  in  the  circumstances  in 
which  he  is  at  present,  can  be  considered  as  a 
citizen. 

That,  except  in  the  solitary  right  to  vote  in  a 
few  Northern  States,  he  is  destitute  of  every 
other  qualiiioation,  and  that  until  they,  either 
by  an  alteration  of  their  constitution  or  laws, 
admit  him  to  a  faU  participation  of  all  the  po- 
litical rights  of  their  white  citizens,  neither  the 
Supreme  Court  or  any  other  could  consider  him 
as  such — that  Missouri  having  no  idea  of  the 
existence  of  such  a  thing  as  a  black  or  colored 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  knowing  that 
all  the  Southern  and  Western  States  had  for 
many  years  passed  laws  to  the  same  effect, 
which  laws  are  well  known  to  Congress,  being 
at  this  moment  in  their  library  and  within  the 
walls  of  the  Capitol,  and  which  were  never  be- 
fore objected  to  by  them  or  their  courts,  they 
were  no  doubt  warranted  in  supposing  they 
had  the  same  right.  I  repeat  here  what  1  as- 
serted before,  as  I  think  it  an  argument  of  great 
weight,  that  the  silence  of  Congress  on  the  an- 
tecedent laws  of  the  Southern  and  Western 
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States,  on  this  very  subject,  might  Indeed  be 
fairly  considered  as  a  sanction  to  the  proceed- 
ing, or,  might  we  not  go  further  and  say,  this 
silence  of  Congress  ought  to  be  considered  as 
full  proof  that  they  knew  the  imminent  danger 
there  was  in  the  Southern  and  Western  States 
admitting  such  persons,  and,  therefore,  on  every 
occasion  where  they  were  passed  cheerfully 
acquiesced  in  them,  and  to  go  a  little  further, 
might  not  this  acquiescence,  under  the  opera- 
tion of  the  maxim  long  received  among  jurists, 
and  agreed  to,  "  Qui  non  prohibet,  quando  pro- 
hihere  potest,  julet,^^  be  viewed  as  at  least  a 
kind  of  tacit  or  implied  recommendation  ? 

As  to  the  idea  which  has  been  frequently 
thrown  out  in  this  debate,  that  Missouri  knew 
it  was  repugnant  to  the  constitution,  and  not- 
withstanding did  it,  as  it  were,  to  defy  Con- 
gress, it  is  the  most  unfounded  one  imaginable. 
On  the  contrary,  it  appears  by  her  constitution 
she  has  done  every  thing  with  respect  to  slaves 
she  consistently  could  to  recommend  it  to  Con- 
gress ;  she  certainly  has  done  every  thing  she 
could,  with  propriety,  to  better  their  situation, 
and  to  display  a  very  kind  and  humane  dispo- 
sition towards  them ;  they  are  carefully  guarded 
from  bodily  injury ;  a  fair  trial  is  secured  to 
them,  and,  from  the  provisions  respecting  equal- 
ity of  punishment,  no  unusual  severity  can  ever 
be  exercised  towards  them. 

Nor  is  it  to  be  supposed  if  they  had  had  the 
most  remote  idea  that  the  article  objected  to 
would  have  been  considered  as  offensive  or  re- 
pugnant to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  they  would  have  inserted  it ;  for  what 
purpose  could  they  wish  to  irritate  a  Govern- 
ment from  which  they  had  every  thing  to  ex- 
pect, whose  protecting  arm  was  necessary  to 
their  growth  and  happiness,  and  whose  refusal 
to  accept  their  constitution  and  admit  them 
into  the  Union  must  involve  them  in  difficulties 
of  the  most  inconvenient  if  not  serious  nature? 
No,  sir,  the  idea  of  its  being  repugnant  to  the 
constitution  could  never  have  been  conceived 
by  them,  much  less  could  they  have  supposed 
it  should  have  been  considered  as  a  defiance  of 
your  authority.  They  certainly  had  no  such 
ideas,  and  if  every  other  part  of  their  constitu- 
tion is  in  complete  accordance  with  your  act 

if  all  the  rest  of  it  is  strictly  republican,  and  in 
conformity  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  even  supposing,  which  I  do  not  admit, 
that  this  article  or  recommendation,  or  call  it 
what  you  please,  might  be  thought  to  clash 
with  It,  will  you  suffer  a  single  clause  or  article 
to  give  a  character  to  the  whole,  and  while  you 
confess,  which  no  man  can  deny,  that  all  the 
rest  IS  excellent,  that  this  single  article  shall 
suspend  your  admission  of  her  into  the  Union, 
and  leave  you  exposed  to  the  difficulties  such  a 
state  of  things  must  produce  ? 

Mr.  FoED,  of  New  York,  next  spoke  in  vin- 
dication of  his  course  on  this  subject,  and  in 
warm  reply  to  Mr.  Ross's  remarks  casting 
blame  on  those  whose  course  had  been  the 
same  as  that  of  Mr.  Foed. 


Mr.  Olat  concluded  the  main  debate,  ] 
speech  of  about  an  hour's  length,  in  whiol 
alternately  reasoned,  remonstrated,  and 
treated  with  the  House,  to  settle  forever 
agitating  question,  by  passing  the  resolution 
fore  it. 

Mr.  Foot  said  he  felt  himself  called  upon 
the  remarks  which  had  fallen  from  the  gei 
man  from  Ohio,  who  had  made  an  allusioi 
him,  as  if  addressed  to  him  by  name,  wit 
direct  charge  of  inconsistency,  to  rise  in 
own  defence,  and  to  repel  the  charge ;  and 
trusted  the  committee  would  excuse  him 
trespassing  on  their  patience. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  F.,  I  would  inform  that  geni 
man  that  my  course,  during  the  whole  disc 
sion  of  this  subject,  during  the  last  as  well 
the  present  session,  has  been  regulated  by  c 
uniform  principle,  viz :  a  sacred  regard  to  t 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  This  1 
been  my  pole  star.  Believing,  as  I  did,  tl 
the  constitution  did  not  warrant  the  impositi 
of  the  restriction,  I  voted  against  it. 

With  the  same  regard  to  my  oath,  to  snppc 
that  constitution,  I  voted  against  the  resoluti( 
for  the  unconditional  admission  of  Missouri, 
the  present  session,  because  her  con8tituti( 
contains  an  article  which,  in  my  opinion, 
repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Unih 
States,  and  does  not  comply  with  the  cond 
tions  proposed  by  the  act  of  last  session. 

And,  sir,  I  must  say,  I  can  never  vote  for  h( 
admission  on  any  other  condition  than  thi 
Congress  require  that  this  offensive  article  I 
expunged.  Self-respect,  and  a  due  regard  f 
our  laws,  require  it.  And  I  demand  of  thi 
gentleman  to  show  the  inconsistency. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  orderin 
the  resolution  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read 
ing,  and  decided  in  the  negative — ^veas  82.  naj 
88,  asfoUows:  J.J 


Yeas.— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Alien  of  Ten 
nessee,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  ( 
Virginia,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbonr,  Bateman,  Baylj 
Blackledge,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown,  Bryan,  Bui 
ler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon,  Clark,  Clay,  Cobb,  Cocke 
Crawford,  Crowell,  Cnlbreth,  Cnlpeper,  Cnthberl 
Davidson,  Earle,  Eddy,  Floyd,  Ford,  Gray,  Gutoe 
Hackley,  HaU  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hill 
Hooks,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Viiginia,  Jone 
of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Little,  McCoy,  McCreaiy,  Mc 
Lane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Meigi 
Mercer,  Metcalf,  Montgomery,  T.  L.  Moore,  Neale 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Pinckney,  Rankin,  Keid 
Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Sawyer,  Shaw,  Simkinf 
°H'.  ?f  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smytl 
of  Virgmia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Stevens,  Stom 
Swearmgen,  Tompkins,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker,  Waifield 
Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Caw 
Ima. 

a'iJ^'^^^;T^®^^^-  -A-'3an's>  AUen  of  Massaohnsetti 
Allen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Beecher,  Boden,  Brush 
Buffum,  Burton,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Catnp 
bell  Case,  Clagett,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cushman,  DsM 
Dailmgtou,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Edward 
of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Edward 
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of  North  Carolina,  Eustds,  Fay,  Folgf  r,  Foot,  Forrest, 
Fuller,  Gamett,  Gorham,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross 
of  Pennsylvania,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hemphill, 
Hendricks,  Herriok,  Hibshman,  Hobart,  Hostetter, 
EendaU,  Kinsey,  Ensley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Liver- 
more,  Maclay,  McGnUough,  Mallary,  Marchand, 
Meech,  MoneU,  K  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Morton,  Mose- 
ly,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of 
Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Phelps,  Philson,  Pitcher, 
Plumer,  Eandolph,  Eich,  Richards,  Kichmond,  Rog- 
ers, Ross,  Russ,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Street, 
Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr, 
Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Udree,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer, 
WaUaoe,  Wendover,  Whitman,  and  Wood. 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 


"Wednesday,  February  4. 

Election  of  Presidemt  and  Vice  President. 

Mr.  Olat,  from  the  Joint  Oommittee,  to 
■whom  the  subject  had  been  referred,  reported 
the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  two  Houses  shall  assemble  in 
the  Chamber  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  on 
Wednesday,  the  14th  February,  1821,  and  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  seated  on  the  right  of  the  Speaker 
of  the  House,  shall  be  the  presiding  officer  of  the 
Senate,  and  the  Speaker  shall  bq  the  presiding  officer 
of  the  House ;  that  two  persons  be  appointed  teUers 
on  the  part  of  the  House,  to  make  a  list  of  the  votes 
as  they  shall  be  declared ;  that  the  result  shall  be 
delivered  to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  who  shall 
announce  the  state  of  the  vote,  and  the  persons  elect- 
ed, to  the  two  Houses  assembled  as  aforesaid,  which 
shall  be  deemed  a  declaration  of  the  persons  elected 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
and,  together  with  a  list  of  the  votes,  be  entered  on 
the  Journals  of  the  two  Houses. 

Resolved,  That,  if  any  objection  be  made  to  the 
votes  of  Missouri,  and  the  counting  or  omitting  to 
count  which  shall  not  essentially  change  the  result 
of  the  election ;  in  that  case  they  shall  be  reported 
by  the  President  of  the  Senate  in  the  foEowing  man- 
ner :  Were  the  votes  of  Missouri  to  be  counted,  the 
result  would  be,  for  A.  B.  for  President  of  the  United 
States, votes ;  if  not  counted,  for  A.  B.  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States, votes  |  but  in  either 

event  A.  B.  is  elected  President  of  the  United  States ; 
and  in  the  same  manner  for  Vice  President. 

Mr.  Olat  offered  some  remarks  explanatory 
of  the  considerations  which  governed  the  com- 
mittee in  recommending  the  resolutions  which 
had  been  reported.  As  convenience  rendered 
it  necessary  for  the  Senate  to  meet  this  House 
here,  in  its  own  Hall,  it  was  due  to  that  body, 
by  courtesy  and  propriety,  that  the  President 
should  be  Invited  to  preside,  he  being  the  ofBcer 
designated  by  the  constitution  to  perform  a 
certain  duty  appertaining  to  the  occasion  which 
called  the  two  Houses  together.  As  to  the 
second  resolution,  the  state  of  the  votes  for 
President  and  Vice  President  was  well  known, 
though  unofficially,  and,  as  the  votes  of  Mis- 
souri could  not  affect  the  result,  it  was  consid- 
ered by  the  committee,  to  obviate  the  unpleas- 
ant difficulty  which  would  otherwise  arise  in 
the  joint  meeting,  better  to  provide  for  the 
Vol.  Vn.— 8 


case  in  the  manner  proposed.  This  course  was 
deemed  by  the  committee  the  most  expedient, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  and  he  hoped  the 
House  would  adopt  it,  the  more  especially  as 
the  Senate  had  already  concurred  in  it. 

The  -"qiiestion  was  taken  on  the  first  resolu- 
tion, and  agreed  to  without  a  division,  though 
several  nays  were  heard. 

The  question  being  stated  on  the  second  res- 
olution— 

Mr.  Kakdolph  said  he  could  not  consent  to 
this  special  verdict,^  it  had  been  called,  in  the 
case  of  Missouri.  He  could  not  recognize  in 
this  House  or  the  other  House,  singly,  or  con- 
jointly, the  power  to  decide  on  the  votes  of  any 
State.  Suppose,  he  said,  you  strike  out  Mis- 
souri, and  insert  South  Carolina,  which  also 
has  a  provision  in  its  constitution  repugnant  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States ;  or  Vir- 
ginia, or  Massachusetts,  which  had  a  test,  he 
believed,  in  its  constitution ;  was  there  any  less 
power  to  decide  on  their  votes,  than  on  those 
of  Missouri  ?  He  maintained  that  the  Electoral 
College  was  as  independent  of  Congress,  as 
Congress  of  them ;  and  we  have  no  right,  said 
he,  to  judge  of  their  proceedings.  Mr.  E.  said 
he  would  rather  see  an  interregnum,  or  see  no 
votes  counted  at  all,  than  to  see  a  principle 
adopted  which  went  to  the  very  foundation  on 
which  the  Presidential  office  rested.  Suppose 
a  case,  in  which  some  gentleman  of  one  House 
or  the  other  should  choose  to  turn  up  his  nose 
at  the  vote  of  some  State,  and  say  that  if  it  be 
so  and  so,  such  a  person  is  elected ;  and  if  so 
and  so,  what-you-caU-em  is  elected — did  not 
everybody  see  the  absurdity  of  such  a  proposi- 
tion? Mr.  R.  added  other  remarks  illustrative 
of  his  opinion  of  the  course  proposed  by  the 
resolution — deeming  it  not  only  erroneous,  but 
erroneous  in  a  matter  of  vital  importance— in 
the  ascertainment  of  the  person  who  had  been 
elected  by  the  people  Chief  Magistrate  of  this 
nation — the  most  important  officer  imder  the 
constitution — ^the  monarch — ^for,  whoever,  in 
any  covmtry,  commands  the  army  and  navy, 
and  coUeots  and  distributes  the  revenue,  is  a, 
king,  call  him  what  you  will.  The  time  of  this 
House  was  precious,  and  he  would  not  con- 
sume it,  by  saying  all  he  thought  and'  felt  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Teimblb  was  far  from  desiring  to  con- 
sume the  time  of  the  House,  or  to  embarrass 
the  House,  but  he  could  not  give  his  consent  to 
this  resolution.  If  any  thing  was-  due  to  State 
rights,  this  resolution  ought  not  to  be. adopted; 
as  it  would,  however  immaterial  in  the  present 
case  be  cited  hereafter  as  a  precedent;  and 
precedents  were  becoming  important  things  in 
the  public  transactions.  The  House  might  set 
an  example  by  this  vote,  as  ruinous  in  its  conse- 
quences, as  any  decision  which  could  be  made. 
It  was  about  to  declare,  not  what  was  the  true 
vote  for  President  of  the  United  States,  but  to 
state  it  hypotheticaUy.  Mr.  T.  argued  at  some 
length  against  such  a  course.  Suppose  some 
member  in  joint  meeting  should  ask  the  Presi- 


114 


ABEIDaMENT  OF  THE 


H.  OF  E.] 


Election  of  President  and  Vice  President. 


[FB3EUAKT,   1821. 


dent  of  the  Senate  how  many  votes  were  given 
— ^he  must  answer  in  the  words  of  the  resolu- 
tion, and  therefore  would  not  state  the  fact, 
according  to  the  law.  It  was  the  duty  of  the 
two  Houses  to  enunciate  the  true  state  of  the 
vote  for  President  and  Vice  President,  and  the 
proposed  annunciation  would  not  bo  the  fact. 
He  concluded  by  saying  that  he  would  rather 
that  the  votes  of  Missouri  were  left  out  alto- 
gether, than  adopt  the  course  proposed. 

Mr.  Randolph  observed  that  the  gentleman 
was  under  some  mistake  on  one  point.  The 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  provides,  not 
that  the  person  having  a  majority  of  votes  ■_ 
should  be  President,  but  a  majority  of  the  votes 
of  the  Electors  appointed.  Now,  he  desired  to 
know  whether  the  Electors  of  Missouri  were 
appointed  or  not. 

_  Mr.  Plotd  said  he  wafe  aware  that  the  ques- 
tion to  agree  to  the  resolution  was  tantamount 
to  a  motion  to  reject,  but  he  would  prefer  the 
latter  shape  for  the  question,  to  show  more 
strongly  his  .opinion  of  it — it  would  suit  his 
feelings  towards  it  better.  We  have  been 
going  on  for  several  years,  said  he,  accumulat- 
ing power  until  scarcely  any  is  left  but  in  Con- 
gress. If  they  had  any  power  over  the  votes 
of  Missouri  at  all,  he  said,  it  was  when  her 
votes  were  first  received ;  but  no  such  power 
existed.  The  votes  of  Indiana,  at  the  last  elec- 
tion for  President,  were  counted  when  precisely 
in  the  same  situation  as  those  of  Missouri  now. 
He  protested  against  this  assumption  of  au- 
thority on  the  part  of  Congress,  and  wished  to 
show  his  disapprobation  of  the  resolution  in  the 
strongest  manner. 

Mr.  Clay  said  the  constitution  required  of 
the  two  Houses  to  assemble  and  perform  the 
highest  duty  that  could  devolve  on  a  public 
body — to  ascertain  who  had  been  elected  by 
the  people  to  administer  their  national  con- 
cerns. In  a  case  of  votes  coming  forward 
which  could  not  be  counted,  the  constitution 
was  silent ;  but,  fortunately,  the  end  in  that 
case  carried  with  it  the  means.  The  two 
Houses  were  called  on  to  enumerate  the  votes 
for  President  and  Vice  President;  of  course 
they  were  called  on  to  decide  what  are  votes. 
It  being  obvious  that  a  difficulty  would  arise  in 
the  joint  meeting,  concerning  the  votes  of  Mis- 
souri, some  gentlemen  thinking  they  ought  to 
be_  counted,  and  others  dissenting  from  that 
opinion,  the  committee  thought  it  best  to  pre- 
vent all  difficulty  by  waiving  the  question  in 
the  manner  proposed,  knowing  that  it  could 
not  affect  the  result  of  the  election.  As  to  the 
condition  of  Missouri,  he  himself  thought  her 
a  State,  with  a  perfect  moral  right  to  be  admit- 
ted into  the  Union,  but  kept  out  for  the  want 
of  a  ceremonious  act  which  was  deemed  by 
others  necessary  to  entitle  her  to  admission. 
Though,  in  his  opinion,  a  State  in  fact,  yet  not 
being  so  in  form,  her  votes  could  not  be  count- 
ed according  to  form.  He  was  aware  that  the 
question  of  her  admission  might  come  up  and 
be  decided  in  this  very  shape ;  for  if  Congress 


allowed  her  to  vote  for  President  and  Vice 
President,  and  counted  her  votes,  it  would  be  a 
full  admission  of  the  State  into  the  Union ;  but 
the  committee  thought,  as  there  were  other  and 
more  usual  modes  of  admitting  the  State  into 
the  Union,  it  was  better  not  to  bring  up  the 
question  in  the  discharge  of  this  solemn  and  in- 
dispensable duty,  but  to  allow  that  ceremony 
to  proceed,  if  possible,  without  difficulty  or  em- 
barrassment. 

Mr.  Rhea  said  the  constitution  had  in  it 
neither  waiving  or  elasticity,  and  it  would  not 
bend  to  circumstances  or  expediency.  The 
constitution  had  declared  the  duty  of  Congress 
in  ascertaining  the  votes  for  President — ^it  was 
not  competent  for  them  to  mend  the  con- 
stitution, nor  to  decide  such  a  question  as  this 
proposed,  and  he  was  opposed  to  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Teimble  said  the  very  reason  urged  for 
this  resolution,  was  that  which  constrained  him 
to  oppose  it ;  and  proceeded  further  to  argue 
that  it  would  be  better  to  exclude  the  votes 
entirely,  than  set  such  an  example. 

Mr.   CuLBEETH  said    he    could  hardly  say 
whether  he  was  most  gratified  at  being  re- 
lieved, by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Raitdolph,)  from  being  the  first  to  make  ob- 
jection to  the  proposed  resolution,  or  grieved 
that  he   could  not  have  the  support  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  with  whom  it  had 
given  him  great  pleasure  usually  to  act.    The 
people  of  Missouri  were,  by  the  act  of  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  authorized  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  State  government;    and,  in  the 
first  article  of  that  constitution,  it  is  declared 
that  the  said  State,  when  formed,   "shall  be    . 
admitted  into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States,  in  all  respects  what- 
ever."   Believing  that  the  people  of  Missouri, 
having  formed  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, in  compliance  with  the  act  of  last  session, 
in  all  its  provisions  and  conditions,  and  consid- 
ering that  she  is,  in  fact,  a  State,  and  of  right, 
if  not  in  fact,  (and  he  inclined  to  believe  she 
was  in  fact,)  a  member  of  the  Union,  and  that 
she  is  kept  out  of  the  enjoyment  of  her  rights 
by  a  sheer  act  of  power — ^he  spoke  this  in  refer- 
ence to_  the  act,  and  not  to  the  actors— that 
simple  justice  required  her  admission  to  the 
enjoyment  of  her  rights.     Mr.  0.  said  he  found, 
on  examination  of  the  constitution  of  Missouri, 
that  all  officers,  civil  and  military,  are  required, 
before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  their  respec- 
tive offices,  to  take  an  oath  to  support  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  of  that 
State.     It  is  declared  (I  use  the  word  declared 
emphatically)  by  the  constitution  of  the  said 
State  to  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Assembly, 
as  soon  as  may  be,  to  pass  snch  laws  as  may  be 
necessary  "to  prevent  free  negroes  and  mulat- 
toes  from  coming  to  and  settlmg  in  said  State, 
under  any  pretext    whatsoever."      This   last 
clause  is  supposed  by  some  to  be  repugnant  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.    It  is 
believed  that  a  fair  construction  of  the  clause 
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referred  to,  taken  in  connection  with  the  oath 
which  the  individual  members  of  the  General 
Assembly  are  required  to  take,  does  not  war- 
rant such  a  conclusion.  In  the  spirit  of  candor, 
I  ask  gentlemen,  said  Mr.  C,  who  entertain 
this  opinion,  what  is  the  actual  duty  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  Missouri,  resulting  from 
the  oath  which  they  are  required  to  take  and 
the  dechiratory  clause  above  referred  to?  I 
appeal  to  them  as  statesmen,  as  politicians,  as 
common  lawyers,  nay,  as  gentlemen  of  common 
sense,  whether  a  fair  and  liberal  construction — 
whether  the  obvious  and  only  fair  construction 
that  can  be  given  to  the  clause  objected  to, 
will  not  reconcile  it  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  ?  WiU  it  not  be  the  duty  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Missouri,  acting  under 
their  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  to  pass  no  law  which  shall  vio- 
late that  oath  or  be  repugnant  to  that  constitu- 
tion? To  use  the  language  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Eoss,)  on  yesterday,  can  it  be 
believed  that  they  will  commit  perjury  by  the 
passage  of  such  a  law  ?  [Here  the  Speaker  re- 
minded Mr.  O.  that  the  hour  for  counting  the 
votes  had  arrived,  and  intimated  the  propriety 
of  his  remarks  being  brought  to  a  conclusion.] 
Mr.  0.  respectfully  answered  that  he  knew  of 
no  hour  appointed  for  any  purpose  in  relation 
to  the  business  of  the  House ;  that,  under  the 
suggestion  of  the  honorable  Speaker,  as  well  as 
from  a  sense  of  propriety,  he  should  bring  his 
remarks  to  a  conclusion  as  speedily  as  possible, 
consistent  with  a  distinct  expression  of  his 
views  upon  the  subject  before  the  House.  It 
seems  to  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  C,  that  if 
gentlemen  could  divest  themselves  of  all  preju- 
dices— if  they  were  not  insensibly  influenced  by 
feelings  and  considerations  not  necessarily  ex- 
cited by  the  provision  in  question,  that  they 
would  have  no  difficulty  in  reconciling  the 
seeming'  conflict  between  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  and  the  so  often  referred  to 
clause  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri.  The 
General  Assembly  of  Missouri  will  undoubt- 
edly feel  themselves  bound  to  perform  the  duty 
enjoined  upon  them  by  the  constitution  of  that 
State,  limited  by  the  paramount  authority  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  conform- 
ably to  the  oath  which  they  are  required  to 
take.  If  they  were  to  attempt  to  extend  the 
provisions  of  any  law  beyond  this  limit,  their 
act  would  be,  so  far,  not  only  void,  but,  if 
knowingly  committed,  the  members  would  be 
guilty  of  perjury.    I  have  no  more  to  add. 

Mr.  Teaot  was  compelled,  he  said,  to  vote 
against  the  resolution,  but  for  reasons  very  dif- 
ferent from  those  of  Mr.  CrrLBEETH.  He  was 
opposed  to  the  resolution  because  Missouri  was 
neither  a  State  in  the  Union,  nor  one  out  of  the 
Union ;  but  was  in  fact  a  territory.  He  could 
not,  therefore,  consent  that  her  votes  should 
be  counted  at  all — considering  them  entirely 
foreign  to  the  election  of  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  CtAT  said  he  would  merely  observe,  that 


the  difficulty  is  before  us ;  that  we  must  decide 
it  when  the  two  Houses  meet,  or  avoid  it  by 
some  previous  arrangement.  The  committee 
being  morally  certain  that  the  question  would 
arise  on  the  votes,  in  joint  meeting,  thought  it 
best,  as  he  had  before  stated,  to  give  it  the  go- 
by in  this  way.  Suppose  this  resolution  not 
adopted,  the  President  of  the  Senate  wiU  pro- 
ceed to  open  and  count  the  votes ;  and  would 
the  House  allow  that  officer,  singly  and  alone, 
thus,  virtually,  to  d^ide  the  question  of  the 
legality  of  the  votes  ?  If  not,  how  then  were 
they  to  proceed  ?  Was  it  to  be  settled  by  the 
decision  of  the  two  Houses  conjointly,  or  of  the 
two  Houses  separately  ?  One  House  would  say 
the  votes  ought  to  be  counted,  the  other  that 
they  ought  not ;  and  then  the  votes  would  be 
lost  altogether.  "Would  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  prefer  that  it  be  decided  in  the  joint 
meeting?  In  that  case,  he  would  find  himself 
in  a  much  leaner  majority  than  on  the  question 
yesterday.  In  fact,  Mr.  0.  said,  there  was  no 
mode  pointed  out  in  the  constitution  of  settling 
litigated  questions  arising  in  the  discharge  of 
this  duty;  it  was  a  casus  omissus;  and  he 
thought  it  would  be  proper,  either  by  some 
act  of  derivative  legislation,  or  by  an  amend- 
ment of  the  constitution  itself,  to  supply  the 
defect. 

Mr.  LrvEEMOBE  made  a  few  remarks  in  favor 
of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Rhea  made  a  few  remarks  in  opposition 
to  the  resolution.  The  ground  he  took  was 
this:  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  this 
House,  or  of  both  Houses,  by  resolution,  to 
remedy  a  defect  in  the  constitution. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution 
was  then  decided  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  90, 
nays  67. 

So  the  second  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  it  was  then  ordered, 
that  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate,  informing 
that  body,  that  this  House,  on  its  part,  concurs 
in  the  report  of  the  joint  committee,  and  is  now 
prepared  to  proceed,  with  the  Senate,  in  the 
performance  of  its  constitutional  duty. 

[Messrs.  Clay,  Seegeastt,  and  Van  Eensse- 
LABE,  were  the  cdmmittee  on  the  part  of  the 
House  of  Eepresentatives,  to  act  with  the  com- 
mittee of'the  Senate,  in  considering  the  proper 
mode  of  proceeding  in  regard  to  counting  out 
the  Electoral  votes.] 

Mr.  Edwaeds,  of  North  Carolina,  gave  notice 
he  should,  on  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock,  offer 
for  the  consideration  of  the  House  a  resolution 
declaring  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Missouri 
into  the  Union,  containing  in  all  respects  the 
same  provisions  as  were  contained  in  the  reso- 
lution from  the  Senate,  which  was  rejected  in 
this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  and  by  general  con- 
sent, it  was  determined  that  the  members  of 
this  House  should  receive  the  Senate,  on  their 
entrance  into  the  House,  standing  and  uncovered. 
In  the  same  manner  it  was  determined  that  a 
sufficient  number  of  the  seats  on  the  right  hand 
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of  tho  Ohair,  should  be  set  apart  for  the  Sena- 
tors. 

Mr.  Olay  moved  that  a  committee  of  two 
members  be  appointed  to  receive  the  Senate, 
and  conduct  the  President  of  the  Senate  to  the 
chair,  and  the  members  to  the  seats  assigned  to 
them. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  declared  his  opposi- 
tion to  this  course.  It  had  been  usual  for  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  to  receive  the  President 
of  the  Senate,  and  invite  him  to  a  seat  beside 
him ;  and  he  saw  no  reason,  at  this  time,  for 
the  proposed  innovation. 

Mr.  OtAT  said  it  was  true  it  never  had  been 
done  before;  but,  having,  whilst  he  had  the 
honor  to  preside  over  this  House,  witnessed  the 
embarrassments  occasioned  by  the  want  of  such 
a  regulation,  he  now  thought  it  would  be  prop- 
er to  adopt  it. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Olat  was  then  agreed  to 
■without  a  division,  though  not  without  negative 
votes. 

Mr.  Nelson  remarked,  in  an  under  tone,  that 
he  wished  he  had  requii-ed  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  it. 

Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Hill,  were  appointed  a 
committee  accordingly. 

Soon  after,  the  Senate  came  into  the  Hall, 
preceded  by  its  President,  and  attended  by  its 
Secretary  and  Sergeant-at-Ai-ms  ;  and  the  Pres- 
ident was  conducted  to  the  Speaker's  chair,  the 
Speaker  occupying  a  chair  at  his  left  hand. 

The  Peksidekt  of  the  Senate  then  delivered 
the  votes  of  the  States,  in  the  following  order, 
to  the  committee  for  counting  the  votes,  (Mr. 
Baebotje  of  the  Senate,  and  Messrs.  Smith  of 
Maryland,  and  Seesbant  of  this  House,) — and 
the  ofEicial  authentications,  &c.,  were  each  of 
them  twice  read  in  an  audible  tone,  and  the 
votes  recorded  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
and  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, as  follows : 

[The  same  as  shown  in  the  Senate  proceeding*  of 
the  corresponding  day.] 

The  process  of  this  ceremony  was  very  tedious, 
from  the  length  of  the  verifications,  proclamar 
tions,  &o.,  and  the  House  did  not  arrive  at  this 
stage  of  it  till  after  four  o'clock. 

When  the  votes  of  the  Electors  for  Missouri 
were  announced,  by  the  Peesident  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  handed  to  the  tellers — 

Mr.  LrvEEMOEE,  of  New  Hampshire,  rose,  and 
said :  Mr.  President  and  Mr.  Speaker,  I  object 
to  receiving  any  votes  for  President  and  Vice 
President  from  Missouri,  because  Missouri  is  not 
a  State  of  this  Union. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  a  member  of 
the  Senate,  that  the  Senate  do  now  withdraw 
to  its  Chamber ;  and,  the  question  having  been 
put,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative;  and  the 
Senate  retired. 

The  House  being  called  to  order — 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  then  rose  and  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  Missouri  is  one  of  the  States  of  this 


Union,  and  her  votes  for  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  ought  to  be  received  and 
counted. 

Mr.  F.  said,  he  believed,  that  gentlemen  must 
now  begin  to  see  the  precipice  to  which  the 
decisions  of  this  House  in  respect  to  Missouri 
had  brought  them.  He  was,  as  every  member 
must  be,  tired  of  the  debate  on  this  subject; 
but  he  thought  that  no  one  could  discharge  his 
duty  as  he  ought  without  investigating  the 
merits  of  the  question  which  he  had  now  pro- 
posed. He  thought  it  proper,  also,  that  the 
yeas  and  nays  should  be  recorded  on  every 
question  connected  with  this  subject.  That- 
the  votes  of  States,  whose  admission  into  the 
Union  had  not  been  declared  previous  to  the 
votes  being  given  in,  had  heretofore  been  re- 
ceived for  President  and  Vice  President,  he  be- 
lieved the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire 
would  not  deny.  If  such  a  course  had  been 
right  heretofore,  he  did  not  see  why  an  objec- 
tion should  now  be  made.  If  innovations  on 
established  usage  were  to  be  justified  by  their 
novelty,  then,  indeed,  all  disquisitions  on  the 
subject  were  vain.  But  the  time  was,  when 
members  from  new  States  were  admitted  to 
their  seats  in  this  House,  without  the  previous 
passage  of  a  declaratory  resolution.  That  there 
was  a  law  on  the  statute  book  that  any  territory 
having  a  population  of  sixty  thousand  souls 
might  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, and  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  no  one 
woulddeny.  Whenever  we  turn  our  eyes,  said 
Mr.  F.,  and  observe  the  progress  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, until  the  present  time,  the  States  have 
been  admitted  upon  this  principle,  until  in  the 
present  case ;  and  in  this  case,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, a  compromise,  as  it  was  thought  and  called, 
was  entered  into.  Mr.  F.  hesitated  to  express 
in  terms  all  he  thought  on  this  subject ;  but  he 
would  say,  if  he  had  voted  for  that  law  at  the 
last  session,  and  opposed  now  those  principles 
which  would  naturally  grow  out  of  it,  he  should 
have  said  to  himself,  when  he  had  done  so,  that 
he  had  done  in  his  life  one  act  which  he  thought 
dishonorable.  Let  us  now,  said  he,  have  the 
question  fairly  at  issue.  Let  us  know  whether 
Missouri  be  a  State  in  the  Union  or  not.  If  not, 
let  us  send  her  an  Ambassador,  and  treat  for 
her  admission  into  the  Union.  Sir,  we  cannot 
take  another  step,  without  hurling  this  Gov- 
ernment into  the  gulf  of  destruction.  For  one, 
I  say,  I  have  gone  as  far  as  I  can  go  in  the  way 
of  compromise — and  if  there  is  to  be  a  compro- 
mise beyond  that  point,  it  must  be  at  the  edge 
of  the  sword. 

Mr.  Aeohee,  of  Maryland  said,  that  enter- 
taining the  same  sentiments  as  the  gentlemau 
from  Virginia  with  respect  to  the  refusal  to 
admit  Missouri  into  the  Union,  he  yet  felt  him- 
self bound  to  move,  as  he  now  did,  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  of  this  resolution  in- 
definitely. He  was  opposed  to  this  House  un- 
dertaking to  proceed  in  any  manner  as  to  the 
legality  of  the  Electoral  votes.  He  could  re- 
cognize no  power  in  the  House  of  Eepresenta- 
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tives  on  this  subject  separate  from  the  Senate. 
The  expressions  in  the  constitution,  in  regard  to 
the  counting  of  the  votes  of  Electors,  &c.,  he 
considered  as  imperative.  All  questions  arising 
out  of  it,  according  to  his  construction,  must  he 
settled  in  joint  meeting  of  the  two  Houses.  He 
could  not  agree  that  this  House  had  a  right  to 
determine  whether  any  vote  should  be  received 
or  rejected.  What  are  the  words  of  the  con- 
stitution ?  "  The  President  of  the  Senate  shall, 
in  the  .presence  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Eepresentatives,  open  all  the  certificates,  and 
the  votes  shall  then  he  counted."  Does  it  not 
foUow,  asked  Mr.  E.,  that  the  votes  must  he 
counted  in  the  presence  of  the  two  Houses  ? 
For  what  purpose  do  they  assemble  together, 
unless  it  be  to  determine  on  the  legality  of  the 
votes  ?  If  not  for  this  purpose,  the  joint  meet- 
ing is  for  form  and  show,  and  nothing  else.  We 
must,  in  my  apprehension,  determine  the  ques- 
tion in  joint  meeting,  and  in  no  other  way.  En- 
tertaining this  opinion,  he  said  he  should  vote 
for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  any  proposi- 
tion, the  object  of  which  is  to  determine,  in  this 
House,  the  legality  or  illegality  of  any  Electoral 
vote.  At  the  last  election  of  President,  an  ob- 
jection was  made  by  the  gentleman  who  now 
presides,  to  receiving  the  votes  of  Indiana,  be- 
cause they  were  given  in  before  the  passage  of 
the  act  declaring  her  admission  into  the  Ifnion. 
On  that  occasion,  as  now,  the  Senate  retired. 
I  thought  then,  as  now,  said  Mr.  A.,  that  they 
had  no  right  to  retire  until  the  question  was 
settled.  On  that  occasion,  the  House  deter- 
mined to  postpone  indefinitely  the  objection. 
The  motives  which  induced  that  determination 
were  doubtless  various ;  it  was  my  opinion, 
then,  that  it  was  improper  to  entertain  the  ob- 
jection in  the  House,  and  I  think  the  same  of 
the  present  proposition. 

Mr.  Eandolph  said  it  was  not  without  reluc- 
tance that  he  offered  himself  to  the  attention 
of  the  House  at  this  time ;  but  he  submitted  to 
the  very  worthy  gentleman  from  Maryland  who 
had  just  taken  his  seat,  whether  the  object 
which  he  had  in  view  could,  according  to  his 
own  views  of  propriety,  be  effectuated  by  the 
course  which  he  had  recommended  to  this 
House.  It  was  no  part  of  his  nature,  Mr.  E. 
said,  nor  of  his  purpose,  to  inflate  to  a  greater 
magnitude  this  exaggerated  question  of  the  ad- 
mission of  Missouri  into  the  Union.  But  the 
question  had  now  assumed  that  aspect  which, 
had  it  depended  on  him,  it  should  have  taken  at 
an  earlier  period  of  the  session.  It  was,  he 
said,  not  only  congenial  with  the  principles  and 
practices  of  our  free  Government,  but  unless  he 
was  deceived,  with  the  practice  of  that  country 
fi'om  which  we  had  adopted,  and  wisely  adopt- 
ed, our  manly  institutions,  that  on  any  occasion 
when  any  person  presents  himself  to  a  repre- 
sentative body  with  credentials  of  title  to  a 
seat,  he  shall  take  his  seat,  and  perform  the 
functions  of  a  member,  untQ  a  prior  and  a  bet- 
ter claim  shall  not  only  be  preferred,  but  estab- 
lished.   It  was  seen  that,  but  the  day  before 


yesterday,  the  Committee  of  Elections  of  this 
House  came  forward  with  a  report,  stating  that 
the  qualifications  and  returns  of  certain  mem- 
bers were  perfect  who  have  been  acting  "and 
legislating,  and  on  whose  votes  the  laws  of  the 
land  have  depended  for  the  last  three  or  four 
months.  Just  so  it  ought  to  have  been  with  re- 
gard to  the  Eepresentative  from  the  State  of 
Missouri.  She  had  now,  said  Mr.  E.,  presented 
herself,  for  the  first  time,  in  a  visible  and  tangi- 
ble shape.  She  comes  into  this  House,  not  in 
forma  pauperis,  but  claiming  to  be  one  of  the 
co-sovereignties  of  this  confederated  Govern- 
ment, and  presents  to  you  her  vote,  by  receiv- 
ing or  rejecting  which  the  election  of  your 
Chief  Magistrate  will  be  lawful  or  unlawful. 
He  did  not  mean  by  the  vote  of  Missouri,  but 
by  the  votes  of  all  the  States.  Now  comes  the 
question,  whether  we  wiU  not  merely  repel  her, 
but  repel  her  with  scorn  and  contumely.  Cui 
bono  ?  And  he  might  add,  quo  warranto  ?  He 
should  like  to  hear,  he  said,  from  tke  gentle- 
man from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Livkemoee,) 
where  this  House  gets  its  authority — he  should 
like  to  hear  some  of  the  learned,  or  unlearned, 
sages  of  the  law,  with  which  this  House,  as 
well  as  all  our  legislative  bodies,  abounds,  show 
their  authority  for  refusing  to  receive  the  votes 
from  Missouri.  Mr.  E.  said  he  went  back  to 
the  first  principles.  The  Electoral  Colleges,  he 
said,  are  as  independent  of  this  House  as  this 
House  is  of  them.  They  had  as  good  a  right 
to  pronounce  on  their  quahfications,  as  this 
House  has  of  those  of  its  members.  Tour 
oMce,  said  he,  in  regard  to  the  electoral  votes, 
is  merely  ministerial.  It  is  to  count  the  votes, 
and  you  undertake  to  reject  votes.  To  what 
win  this  lead  ?  Do  you  ever  expect  to  see  the 
time  when  there  shall  be  in  the  Presidential 
chair  a  creature  so  poor,  so  imbecile,  not  only 
not  worthy  of  being  at  the  head  of  the  nation, 
but  not  worthy  of  being  at  the  head  of  a  petty 
corporation — do  you  ever  expect  to  see  in  that 
office  an  animal  so  poor  as  not  to  have  in  this 
House  retainers  enough  to  enable  him  to  reject 
the  vote  of  any  State  which,  being  counted, 
might  prevent  his  continuance,  and  their  con- 
tinuance, and  that  of  their  friends,  in  office? 
He  spoke  not  of  the  present  incumbent — he  was 
not  so  wanting  in  common  decency  and  deco- 
rum as  to  do  so — ^he  spoke  in  reference  not  only 
to  what  is  past,  but  to  that  which  is  prospec- 
tive, and  which  every  man  who  looks  the  least 
into  futurity,  must  know  will  happen,  and,  in 
all  probability,  wiU  very  shortly  happen.  He 
undertook  to  say  that  if  this  House  should,  by 
a  vote  of  indefinite  postponement — for  the  form 
was  immaterial— or  in  any  other  way,  and  it 
would  be  observed,  for  the  first  instance  in  the 
person  of  Missouri,  of  this  much-injured,  long- 
insulted,  and  trampled-upon  member  of  this 
confederacy,  was  this  example  to  be  set — if, 
said  he,  you  do,  for  the  first  time,  now  receive 
the  votes  of  a  State,  it  will  be  created  into  a 
precedent,  and  that  in  the  lifetime  of  some  of 
those  who  now  hear  me,  for  the  manufacture 
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of  Presidents  by  this  House.  The  ■wisest  men 
may  make  constitutions,  on  paper,  as  they 
please. 

What,  Mr.  R.  asked,  was  the  theory  of  this 
constitution?  It  is,  that  this  House,  except 
upon  a  certain  contingency,  has  nothing  at  all 
to  do  with  the  appointment  of  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  when 
it  does  act,  must  act  by  States,  and  by  States 
only  can  it  act  on  this  subject,  unless  it  tran- 
scend the  limits  of  the  constitution.  What,  he 
asked,  was  to  be  the  practice  of  the  constitu- 
tion, as  now  proposed  ?  That  on  informal  meet- 
ing of  this  and  the  other  House  is  to  usurp  the 
initiative,  the  nominative  power,  with  regard  to 
the  two  first  oflBcers  of  the  Government;  that 
they  are  to  wrest  from  the  people  of  the  ijnited 
States  their  indefeasible  right  of  telling  us 
whom  they  wish  to  exercise  the  functions  of 
Government,  in  despite  and  contempt  of  their 
decision.  Is  there  to  be  no  limit  to  the  power 
of  Congress — no  mound  or  barrier  to  stay  their 
usurpation  ?  Why  were  the  electoral  bodies  es- 
tablished? The  constitution  has  wisely  pro- 
vided that  they  shall  assemble,  each  by  itself, 
and  not  in  one  great  assembly.  By  this  means, 
assuredly,  that  system  of  intrigue  which  was 
matured  into  a  science,  or  rather  into  an  art 
here,  was  guarded  against.  But,  Mr.  R.  ven- 
tured to  say,  that  the  electoral  college  of  this 
much-despised  Missouri,  acting  conformably  to 
law,  and  to  the  genius  and  nature  of  our  insti- 
tutions, if  it  were  composed  of  but  one  man, 
was  as  independent  of  this  House  as  this  House 
was  of  it.  If,  however,  said  he,  per  fas  aut 
nefaa,  the  point  is  to  be  carried ;  if  the  tocsin  is 
to  be  sounded ;  if  the  troops  are  to  be  rallied, 
and  Missouri  is  to  be  expelled  with  scorn  from 
our  august  presence — how  august,  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  leave  it  for  you  to  decide — ^there  are  those 
who  wO]  be  willing  to  take  her  to  their  arms. 
And,  in  point  of  mere  expediency,  he  would 
ask  of  gentlemen — he  put  the  suggestion  in 
that  shape,  because  he  believed  they  were  inac- 
cessible to  other  considerations — in  point  of  ex- 
pediency, he  asked  them,  what  were  they  now 
doing  but  riveting  those  ties  by  which  Missouri 
would,  he  trusted,  forever  be  bound  to  that  sec- 
tion of  the  country  by  which,  with  whatever 
reason,  her  rights  have  been  supported  on  this 
floor  ?  I  do  look  with  a  sentiment  I  cannot  ex- 
press, said  Mr.  R. — I  look  with  a  sentiment  of 
pity — and  that  has  been  said  to  be  nearly  allied 
to  love,  as  I  know  it  to  be  allied  to  a  very  dif- 
ferent emotion — I  look  with  pity  on  those  who ' 
believe  that,  by  their  feeble  efforts  in  this 
House,  governed  by  forms  and  technicalities — 
your  Sergeant-at-Ai-ms  and  committees  of  at- 
tendance, and  mummeries  such  as  belong  to 
other  countries  where  I  have  never  travelled, 
and  trust  in  God  I  never  shall — they  can  stop 
the  growth  of  the  rising  empire  in  the  West. 
Let  gentlemen  lay  a  resolution  on  the  table,  let 
it  be  engrossed  in  a  fair  hand,  and  do  yon,  Mr. 
Speaker,  sign  it,  that  the  waves  of  the  Missis- 
sippi shall  not  seek  the  ocean,  and  then  send 


your  8ergeant-at-Arms  to  carry  it  into  execu- 
tion, and  see  whether  you  can  enforce  it  with 
all  the  force,  physical  or  moral,  under  your  con- 
trol. Mr.  R.  concluded  by  expressing  his  hope 
that  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  would  with- 
draw his  motion  for  indefinite  postponement. 

Mr.  Abohee,  of  Virginia,  said  he  believed 
it  was  pretty  well  ascertained  that  he  was 
willing  to  go  as  great  lengths  as  any  man  in 
this  House  to  support  the  rights  of  Missouri. 
He  regretted  that,  even  in  this  skirmish,  he  was 
obliged  to  separate  himself  from  those  with 
whom  he  had  acted  with  so  much  pleasure  and 
with  so  much  zeal.  But  he  could  not  maintain, 
what  he  should  do  by  voting  for  this  resolution, 
that  Missouri  is  now  a  State  of  this  Union, 
Was  it  contended  that  Congress  has  not  a  right 
to  require  the  submission  of  the  constitution  of 
a  new  State  to  its  consideration  before  she  be- 
comes a  member  of  the  Union  ?  If  so,  would 
any  man  contend  that  Congress  had  not  a  right 
to  pass,  in  some  shape  or  other,  upon  the  con- 
stitution of  any  new  State  ?  Was  there  any  one 
of  his  colleagues  who  would  say,  that  there  was 
no  possible  case  in  which  he  might  not  be  in- 
duced to  reject  the  constitution  of  Missouri? 
Suppose  the  constitution  she  has  offered  had 
been  notoriously  aristocratical,  was  there  any 
man  among  them  who  would  not  have  given 
his  vote  for  the  exclusion  of  Missouri  from  the 
confederacy  ?  We  presume  not.  K  he  were 
to  give  his  vote  for  this  resolution,  Mr.  A.  said, 
he  should  contradict  all  the  language  he  had 
hitherto  held  in  respect  to  Missouri ;  for,  if  she 
was  a  State  without  the  consent  of  Congress, 
she  had  no  right  to  complain  of  oppression  by 
the  refusal  of  Congress  to  recognize  her. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  should  continue  to  reprobate 
the  odious  and  foul  combination  by  which  Mis- 
souri is  kept  out  of  the  Union ;  but  should  he 
give  a  vote  for  this  resolution,  he  should  fed 
himself  precluded  from  doing  so.  If,  indeed, 
the  case  were  presented,  whether  the  member 
from  Missouri  should  be  admitted  to  a  seat  on 
this  fioor,  he  should  give  a  vote  affirmatively ; 
for  it  would  be  tantamount  to  an  admission  of 
the  State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union.  But, 
were  he  to  vote  for  this  proposition,  he  should 
vote  for  an  evident  solecism ;  it  would  be  say- 
ing that,  though  it  has  been  decided  that  Mis- 
souri shall  not  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  yet 
she  shall  exercise  the  highest  functions  of  a 
member  of  the  Confederacy.  Mr.  A.  said  he 
could  not  hold  that  language,  or  present  him- 
self in  that  character.  Opposed  in  general  to 
postponements,  he  should  vote  against  the  pro- 
posed postponement,  in  order  to  meet  the  ques- 
tion directly.  He  had  no  notion,  he  added,  of 
the  doctrine  which  he  had  heard  for  the  first 
time  to-day,  that  you  may  have  a  problematical 
or  hypothetical  election  of  a  President  and 
Vice  President.  Suppose  the  result  of  the  elec- 
tion depended  on  the  votes  of  Missouri,  and  the 
same  course  was  to  be  pursued  which  was  now 
indicated ;  the  President  of  the  Senate  would 
have  to  announce  that,  in  one  event,  we  had  a 
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President,  -whilst  in  another  we  had  not,  and 
the  Government  wonld  be  left  without  a  head, 
and  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  would  he  the 
possible  immediate  consequence.  He  was  a  lit- 
tle surprised,  he  said,  at  one  ground  which  had 
been  taken  on  this  occasion:  that  the  House 
had  no  power  to  pass  any  judgment  on  any  re- 
turn. He  had  always  thought  that,  wherever 
was  lodged  the  power  to  receive  a  return,  there 
also  was  the  power  to  pass  a  judgment  on  the 
validity  of  that  return.  Suppose  any  territory, 
not  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  at 
the  time,  Florida,  for  example,  to  send  votes 
here  for  Electors ;  was  there  no  authority  by 
which  these  votes  could  be  rejected?  Suppose 
a  State  entitled  to  27  votes,  should  send  37 
votes,  would  any  gentleman  contend  that  there 
was  no  power  in  this  House  to  judge  of  the 
proper  number  ?  Could  there  ever  be  a  pure 
election — could  it  ever  be  ascertained  who  was 
elected,  in  the  event  of  the  establishment  of  a 
doctrine  of  that  sort?  Mr.  A.  concluded  by 
declaring  his  readiness  to  adopt  any  measure  to 
bring  Missouri,  now  trampled  down  by  power, 
into  the  Union,  but  he  could  not  vote  for  this 
resolution. 

Mr.  Clay  next  obtained  the  floor,  but  gave 
way  to  allow  Mr.  Eandolph  to  make  an  expla- 
nation. 

Mr.  Randolph  said,  it  was  highly  probable 
that  the  few  remarks  which  he  had  made  might 
give  rise  to  misapprehensions  in  the  minds 
of  other  gentlemen,  as  they  had  done  in  the 
mind  of  his  colleague.  He,  therefore,  wished 
to  explain.  His  position,  he  said,  was  misun- 
derstood. It  had  been  said,  and  pertinently 
said,  that  Missouri  might  be  admitted  into  the 
Union  in  more  ways  than  one.  His  position, 
then,  was,  that  this  is  the  first  instance  in 
which  Missouri  has  knocked  at  the  door  and 
demanded  her  rights.  It  is  now  for  us,  said 
Mr.  E.,  by  permitting  her  to  come  in,  or  rather 
by  refraining  from  extruding  her  from  this 
Hall,  to  determine  whether  she  shall  now  be 
one  of  our  Commonwealth,  or,  as  the  fashion 
is  to  call  it,  of  our  Empire.  Mr.  R.  said  he  had 
no  doubt  that  Congress  might  drive  Missouri 
into  the  wilderness,  like  another  son  of  Hagar. 
If  we  do,  said  he,  we  drive  her  at  our  own 
peril.  If  either  of  the  worthy  Senators  and 
Representative  from  Missouri,  whose  long  for- 
bearance had  excited  surprise  in  no  man's 
breast  more  than  in  that  of  Mr.  R. — ^he  did  not 
mean  to  blame  them  for  pursuing  the  counsel  of 
cooler  heads  than  his — ^had  presented  them- 
selves here,  would  you  (addressing  the  Speak- 
er) have  felt  yourself  hound  to  exclude  them 
from  the  communion  with  more  than  papal 
power;  not  only  from  the  cup  of  wine,  but 
from  the  bread  of  life  itself?  Let  me  tell  my 
friend  before  me,  (Mr.  Aeohee),  we  have  not 
the  power  which  he  seems  to  think  we  pos- 
sess ;  and  if  this  be  a  eama  omissus  in  the  con- 
stitution, I  want  to  know  where  we  acquire  the 
power  to  supply  the  defect.  You  may  keep 
Missouri  out  of  the  Union  by  violence,  but  here 


the  issue  is  joined.  She  comes  forward  in  the 
person  of  her  Presidential  and  Vice  Presiden- 
tial Electors,  instead  of  that  of  her  Representa- 
tive ;  and  she  was  thus  presented  in  a  shape  as 
unquestionable  as  that  of  New  Tork,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Massachusetts,  or  the  proudest  and  oldest 
State  in  the  Union.  She  comes  forward  by  her 
attorneys — ^her  Electors.  WiU  you  deny  them 
admittance?  "WiU  you  thrust  her  Electors,  and 
hers  only,  from  tins  Hall?  Mr.  R.  said  his 
friend  had  not  given  to  this  subject  the  sort  of 
consideration  which  htknew  him  to  he  capable 
of  giving  it.  I  made  no  objection,  said  Mr.  R., 
to  the  votes  of  New  Hampshire,  Maine,  or  Ver- 
mont: I  have  had  as  good  a  right  to  object  to 
the  votes  of  New  Hampshire,  as  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  has  to  object  to  the  votes 
of  Missouri.  Who  made  thou,  Cain,  thy  broth- 
er's keeper  ?  Who  put  Missouri  into  custody  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire? 
The  Electors  of  Missouri  are  as  much  homines 
proii  et  legates  as  the  Electors  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. This,  Mr.  R.  said,  was  no  skirmish,  as 
it  had  been  called.  This  was  the  battle  when 
Greek  meets  Greek;  it  was  a  conflict  not  to  be 
decided  between  the  phalanx  and  the  legion, 
whether  the  impenetrability  of  the  one  or  the 
activity  of  the  other  shall  prevail.  Let  us 
buckle  on  our  armor,  said  Mr.  R. ;  let  us  put 
aside  all  this  flummery,  these  metaphysical  dis- 
tinctions, these  legal  technicalities,  these  spe- 
cial pleadings,  this  dry  minuteness,  this  unprofi- 
table drawing  of  distinctions  without  differ- 
ence ;  let  us  say  now,  as  we  have  said  on  an- 
other occasion,  we  will  assert,  maintain,  and 
vindicate  our  rights,  or  put  to  every  hazard 
what  you  pretend  to  hold  in  such  high  estima- 
tion. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  recollected  perfectly^  weU,  in 
the  celebrated  election  of  Thomas  Jefierson  and 
Aaron  Burr — ^they  live,  said  he,  illustrious  ex- 
amples of  the  merits  of  their  respective  parti- 
sans— ^what  were  we  then  told?  Why,  that  we 
must  withdraw  our  opposition,  or  there  would 
be  no  election ;  that  a  dissolution  of  the  Union 
impended;  that  volcanoes  began  to  play;  that 
earthquakes  yawned  beneath  us ;  and,  recollect, 
sir,  we  had  a  President  in  the  chair  who  had  a 
majority  in  this  House,  small  as  it  was.  _He 
treated  the  idea  of  giving  way  with  derision 
and  scorn.  We  said  we  will  not  give  way,  and 
you  must  take  the  consequences.  We  appealed, 
said  Mr.  R.,  to  the  good  sense  of  the  nation ; 
and  I  do  now  appeal  to  this  nation,  said  he, 
whether  this  pretended  sympathy  for  the  rights 
of  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  is  to  supersede 
the  rights  of  the  free  white  citizens  of  ten  times 
their  whole  number.  They  gave  way,  sir,  said 
Mr.  R. ;  the  sheep  is  the  most  timid  and  help- 
less of  all  animals ;  it  retreats  before  any  attack 
is  offered  to  it.  The  President  of  the  United 
States,  said  Mr.  R.,  possesses  great  powers  and 
highly  responsible  fonctions,  and  should  be 
looked  up  to  with  veneration  and  deference, 
because  he  is  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  a  people, 
legally  appointed  by  their  suffrages.     But  a 
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President  of  the  United  States,  appointed  by 
the  exclusion  of  the  votes  of  those  who  are  the 
same  flesh  and  blood  as  ourselves — for  the  peo- 
ple of  Missouri  are  not  natives  of  Missouri,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  French  and  still  fewer 
Spaniards — is  no  more  the  Chief  Magistrate  of 
the  country  than  that  thing — ^that  pageant, 
which  the  majorities  of  the  two  Houses  pro- 
posed to  set  up  just  twenty  years  ago — a  Presi- 
dent made  by  Jaw — no,  by  the  form  and  color 
of  law,  against  the  principles  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  in  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  free- 
men of  this  country.  Sir,  said  Mr.  E.,  I  would 
not  give  a  button  for  him.  On  his  personal 
account,  and  for  his  personal  qualities,  I  might 
treat  him  with  respect  as  an  individual,  but  as 
Chief  Magistrate  of  this  country,  he  would  be 
more  odious  to  my  judgment  than  one  of  the 
house  of  Stuart  attempting  to  seat  himself  on 
the  throne  of  England,  in  defiance  of  the  laws 
of  succession  and  of  the  opinion  of  the  people. 
"We  have,  I  am  afraid,  so  long  basked  in  the  im- 
pure atmosphere,  not  of  this  House,  but  of  this 
Court,  that — 

Mr.  Clay  here  claimed  the  floor,  which  he 
had  yielded  to  the  gentleman  only  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  an  explanation. 

Mr.  Randolph  took  his  seat,  saying  that  he 
would  give  way  to  the  honorable  gentleman  in 
every  thing  but  one. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  really  saw  no  difficulty  in 
this  business ;  and,  before  he  sat  down,  should 
make  a  motion,  with  a  view  to  put  an  end  to 
this  discussion.  The  House  and  Senate  have, 
by  a  joint  act,  this  day  agreed,  that,  in  the 
event  of  an  objection  being  made  to  the  vote  of 
Missouri,  her  vote  should  be  counted  hypo- 
thetically ;  that  the  whole  number  should  be 
announced,  including  the  vote  of  Missonri,  and 
that  the  number  should  also  be  stated  as  it 
would  be,  the  vote  of  Missouri  being  excluded ; 
and,  the  result  not  varying,  that  it  should  be 
declared  that,  in  either  case,  the  person  having 
the  largest  number  of  votes  was  duly  elected. 
The  motive  which  operated  on  the  joint  com- 
mittee in  recommending  this  course,  and  on  the 
two  Houses  in  adopting  it,  was  to  avoid  the 
very  difficulty  into  which  the  House  was  about 
to  precipitate  itself.  It  was  an  effort  to  pro- 
vide, by  previous  arrangement,  for  the  very 
contingency  which  has  arisen.  The  moment 
the  objection  was  made,  in  that  instant  the  rule 
adopted  this  morning  took  effect.  Mr.  0.  said 
it  therefore  appeared  to  him,  with  very  great 
deference  to  the  course  of  the  presiding  officer 
of  the  Senate,  that  he  ought  to  have  gone  on, 
and,  after  the  votes  had  been  summed  up,  to 
have  made  the  annunciation  as  proposed  in  the 
joint  resolution  adopted  this  morning. 

The  two  Houses  ought  not,  in  the  opinion  of 
Mr.  0.,  to  have  separated  until  they  had  con- 
summated what  had  been  stipulated  for.  He 
was  now  not  willing  to  take  up  any  proposition 
on  this  subject  or  any  other,  however  unwilling 
he  might  have  been  to  meet  it  at  any  other 
time.    He  was  opposed  to  do  so,  because  to  do 


so  is  a  violation  of  good  faith  between  the  two 
Houses,  as  pledged  by  the  arrangement  of  this 
morning.  He  had  not  a  doubt,  he  said,  that 
Missouri  might  be  admitted  into  the  Union  in  a 
variety  of  ways,  and  very  possibly,  on  proper 
examination,  the  mode  now  proposed  might  be 
one  of  them,  by  the  two  Houses,  jointly  or 
separately,  giving  her  the  exercise  of  a  right 
which,  as  a  State,  would  belong  to  her.  The 
House,  however,  as  well  as  the  Senate,  had 
virtually  determined  to  get  round  that  question 
to-day,  and  to  put  an  end  to  any  controversy 
which  might  arise  in  respect  to  it,  in  the  man- 
ner contemplated  by  the  second  resolntton 
passed  this  morning.  Mr.  C.  therefore  moved 
that  the  subject  now  under  consideration  be 
laid  on  the  table,  in  order  to  resume  the  busi- 
ness which  had  been  interrupted  by  the  retire- 
ment of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Stokes  demanded  the  reading  of  the  first 
rdsolution  which  passed  this  House,  as  com- 
pared with  that  which  passed  the  Senate. 

[Here  took  place  an  explanation  of  a  variation 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  form  of  the  re- 
solve. As  it  came  from  the  Senate  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  was  to  preside  over  the  joint 
meeting.  As  reported  by  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  this  House  the  President  of  the  Senate 
was  to  preside  over  the  Senate,  and  the  Speak- 
er was  to  preside  over  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives. This  alteration  was  made,  because  it 
was  known  that  the  House  of  Representatives 
would  not  have  agreed  to  the  other  course,  and 
a  collision  might  have  arisen  between  the  two 
Houses.  It  may  be  added,  that  the  Senate 
were  not  aware,  when  they  came  into  the  Hall, 
of  the  change  of  the  arrangement,  but  supposed 
it  to  stand,  as  they  had  voted  it.  Their  retire- 
ment from  the  Chamber  arose  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  having  learned  these  facts 
after  he  was  seated  in  his  place  in  the  Hall. 
He  would  otherwise,  it  is  supposed,  have  gone 
on  to  proclaim  the  result,  immediately  after 
Mr.  Livekmoee's  objection,  as  prescribed  in 
the  resolution.] 

Some  conversation  took  place  between 
Messrs.  Smith  of  Maryland,  Ciay,  Bandoi,ph, 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  Foot,  and  Cobb,  as  to  the 
state  in  which  matters  would  be,  on  the  Sen- 
ate's return.  Some  of  the  gentlemen  contend- 
ed that,  on  the  Senate's  return,  matters  wonld 
stand  just  as  they  did  before,  and  the  same  dif- 
ficulty as  had  already  presented  itself  would 
again  arise.  Others  contended,  and  the  majority 
appeared  to  be  with  them,  that,  on  the  return 
of  the  Senate,  the  President  would  go  on  to  de- 
clare the  result,  as  directed  in  the  second  joint 
resolution  of  this  morning. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Clay's  mo- 
tion to  lay  Mr.  Floyd's  resolution  on  the  table, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  ayes  103.  And 
then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  it  was  ordered, 
that  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate  to  inform 
that  body  that  the  House  is  now  ready  to  re- 
ceive the  Senate  in  the  Chamber  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  for  the  purpose  of  continu- 
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ing  the  enumeration  of  the  votes  of  the  Elec- 
tors for  President  and  Vice  President,  accord- 
ing to  thejoint  resolutions  agreed  upon  between 
the  two  Houses ;  and  that  the  Clerk  go  with 
the  said  message. 

The  Clerk  accordingly  went  with  the  said 
message ;  and  he  being  returned — 

The  Senate  again  appeared,  and  took  seats  in 
the  House  as  before. 

The  President  of  the  Senate,  in  the  presence 
of  both  Houses,  proceeded  to  open  the  certifi- 
cate of  the  Electors  of  the  State  of  Missouri, 
which  he  delivered  to  the  tellers,  by  whom  it 
was  read,  and  who  registered  the  same. 

And  the  votes  of  aU  the  States  having  been 
thus  counted,  registered,  and  the  list  thereof 
compared,  they  were  delivered  to  the  President 
of  the  Senate,  by  whom  they  were  read,  as  al- 
ready printed. 

The  President  of  the  Senate  then,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  two 
Houses,  proceeded  to  announce  the  state  of  the 
votes  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  in  joint 
meeting  assembled,  as  follows : 

"  Were  the  votes  of  Missouri  to  be  counted,  the  re- 
sult wovdd  be — For  James  Monroe,  of  Virginia,  for 
President  of  the  United  States,  231  votes :  if  not 
counted,  for  James  Monroe,  of  Virginia,  228  votes : 
— For  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  of  New  York,  for  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  218  votes :  if  not 
counted,  for  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  of  New  York,  for 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  215  votes.  But 
in  either  event,  James  Monroe,  of  Virginia,  has  a 
majority  of  the  votes  of  the  whole  number  of  Electors 
for  President,  and  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  of  New 
York,  has  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  whole  num- 
ber of  Electors  for  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States." 

The  President  of  the  Senate  had  proeeeded 
thus  far,. or  nearly  thus  far,  in  the  proclamation, 
when  Mr.  Flotd,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the 
Chair,  and  inquired  whether  the  votes  of  Mis- 
souri were  or  were  not  counted. 

Cries  of  Order!  Order!  were  so  loud  as  to 
drown  Mr.  Floxd's  voice. 

[The  President  of  the  Senate  had  hesitated  in 
the  proclamation,  on  Mr.  Floyd  addressing  the 
Chair.] 

Mr.  Eambolph  rose,  and  was  addressing  the 
Chair,  when  loud  cries  of  Order !  Order !  re- 
sounded from  many  voices. 

The  Spkakbe  pronounced  Mr.  Eandolph  to 
be  out  of  order,  and  invited  him  to  take  his 
seat. 

Mr.  Bbttsh  demanded  that  Mr.  Randolph 
should  be  allowed  to  proceed,  and  declared  his 
determination  to  sustain  his  right  to  do  so. 
Ml'.  B.  was  also  loudly  called  to  order. 

Mr.  Flotd  demanded  of  the  Chair  whether 
he  was  considered  in  order  or  not. 

The  Spbakbk  determined  that  he  was  not  in 
order  at  this  time,  the  only  business  being  at 
that  present  time  that  prescribed  by  the  rule 
of  this  morning. 

There  was  considerable  murmuring  at  this 
deeision;  but  order  was  restored;  when  the 


President  of  the  Senate  concluded  his  annuncia- 
tion as  follows : 

"  I  therefore  declare  that  James  MoNfiOE,  of  Vir- 
ginia, is  duly  elected  President  of  the  United  States, 
for  four  years,  to  commence  on  the  fourth  day  of 
March,  1821 ;  and  that  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  of 
New  York,  is  duly  elected  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  like  term  of  four  years,  to 
commence  on  the  said  fourth  day  of  March,  1821." 

As  the  President  concluded — 

M:\  Raudolph  addr^sed  the  Chair ;  but  was 
required  to  take  his  seat. 

On  motion  by  a  member  of  the  Senate,  the 
Senate  retired  from  the  hall. 

After  they  retired,  and  the  House  being  call- 
ed to  order — 

Mr.  Eandolph,  who  had  stiU  retained  the 
floor,  was  heard  addressing  the  Chair.  He 
spoke  for  some  time,  without  being  distinctly 
heard,  owing  to  the  confusion  in  the  hall.  He 
had,  he  said,  seen  every  election  of  President 
of  the  United  States,  except  that  of  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate,  and  he  had  never  before 
heard  any  other  form  of  proclamation  than  that 
such  was  the  whole  number  of  votes  given  in ; 
that  such  a  person,  A  or  B,  had  so  many,  and 
was  therefore  elected  President  or  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  Unite'd  States.  On  this  occasion  no 
such  annunciation  had  been  made,  and  the  pre- 
siding officer  might  just  as  well  have  said  that 
James  Olaxton  or  Thomas  Dunn  was  elected 
President  of  the  United  States.  Were  gentle- 
men to  be  put  down  by  clamor  and  by  force 
h«re  for  getting  up  to  assert,  not  only  their 
rights,  but  the  rights  of  the  whole  people  of  the 
United  States  ?  Sir,  said  he,  your  election  is 
vitiated ;  you  have  flinched  from  the  question ; 
you  have  attempted  to  evade  the  decision  of 
that  which  was  essential  to  the  determination 
of  who  is  and  who  is  not  elected  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  the  United  States.  Mr.  K.  concluded 
his  remarks  by  moving  resolutions  declaring 
the  election  to  be  illegal,  &c.  They  were  as 
follows : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  electoral  votes  of  the  State 
of  Missouri  have  this  day  been  counted,  and  do  con- 
stitute a  part  of  the  majority  of  two  hundred  and 
thirty-one  votes  given  for  President,  and  of  two  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  votes  given  for  Vice  President. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  whole  number  of  Electors 
appointed,  and  of  votes  given  for  President  and  Vice 
President,  has  not  been  announced  by  the  presiding 
officer  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Eepresentatives, 
agreeably  to  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  therefore  the  proceeding  has 
been  irregular  and  illegal. 

Whilst  Mr.  R.  was  reducing  his  motion  to 
writing,  several  gentlemen  claimed  the  floor. 

The  Speakee  determined  that  Mr.  Latheop 
was  entitled  to  it ;  and  Mr.  L.  moved  to  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  Floyd  claimed  the  right  of  the  floor,  as 
rising  first,  and  demanded  to  be  heard. 

The  Speaker  affirmed  Mr.  Lathkop's  right. 

Mr.  Floyd  was  about  appealing  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair,  but  did  not. 
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Ml-.  EiNGQOLD  having  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  question  of  adjournment,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  accordingly — yeas  95,  nays  50. 


Thuesdat,  February  15. 

Admission  of  Missouri — Proposition  of  Mr. 

Glarh,  of  New  Yorh. 

Mr.  Olaek,  of  New  York,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion,  accompanying  it  with  some  re- 
marks in  support  of  it : 

Resolved  hy  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Representor 
tivee  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress 
assembled,  That  Missouri  shall  be  admitted  into  this 
Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  in 
all  respects  -whatsoever,  on  the  first  Monday  in  De- 
cember next :  Provided,  That,  previous  to  the  said 
first  Monday  in  December  next,  Missouri  shall  have 
expunged  from  her  constitution  the  following  clause, 
to  wit :  "  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Legislature,  as 
soon  as  may  be,  to  pass  laws  to  prevent  free  negroes 
and  mulattoes  from  coming  to  or  settling  in  this 
State,  under  any  pretext  whatever."  And  that  on 
said  day,  certified  copies  of  said  constitution,  so 
amended,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  President  of  the 
Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States. 

On  the  question  to  proceed  to  the  considera- 
tion of  this  resolution,  it  waS  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  by  a  vote  of  60  to  46. 

Mr.  Olaek,  not  desiring  the  resolution  to  be 
acted  on  to-day,  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table ; 
and  the  motion  was  agreed  to — ayes  73. 

Bounty  to  Fishing  Vessels. 
The  House  then,'  on  motion  of  Mr.  MoLeait, 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
submitted  by  him  some  time  ago,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  he 
directed  to  communicate  to  this  House  a  statement 
of  the  bounties  and  allowances  paid  to  fishing  vessels 
each  year,  from  the  commencement  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to 
amend  the  same  by  adding  thereto  the  follow- 
ing: 

"  And  of  the  quantity  of  salt  imported  annually, 
and  not  re-exported  with  benefit  of  drawback ;  also 
the  amount  of  duty  annually  collected  on  the  same 
during  the  period  aforesaid." 

This  motion  to  amend  was  negatived  by  a 
small  majority. 

Mr.  Nblsost,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved 
to  amend  Mr.  McLean's  motion  by  adding 
thereto  the  following : 

"  And  of  the  quantity  of  salt  annually  imported 
into  each  State,  and  not  re-exported  with  benefit  of 
drawback ;  also,  the  amount  of  duty  annually  col- 
lected on  the  same  in  each  State  during  the  time 
aforesaid." 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to;  and  the 
resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  adopted,  as 
follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  commimicate  to  this  House  a  statement 


of  the  bounties  and  allowances  paid  to  fishing  ves- 
sels in  each  year,  from  the  commencement  of  the 
Government  to  the  present  time  ;  and  of  the  quan- 
tity of  salt  annually  imported  into  each  State,  and 
not  re-exported  with  benefit  of  drawback ;  also,  the 
amount  of  duty  annually  collected  on  the  same,  in 
each  State,  during  the  time  aforesaid. 

The  Slave  Trade  amd  ETnancipation. 

Mr.  Meigs,  of  New  York,  rose  for  the  pur- 
pose of  calling  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
certain  resolutions  which  he  had  the  honor  of 
submitting  to  its  consideration  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress.  These  resolutions  related  to 
the  subject  of  slavery.  He  had,  he  said,  some- 
what modified  the  resolutions  offered  at  the 
last  session,  and  would  now  read  them  to  the 
House  before  he  proceeded  further  to  explain 
his  views  in  relation  to  them.  He  was  aware 
that,  on  the  first  mention  of  this  subject,  un- 
pleasant feelings  might  be  excited  in  one  part 
of  the  House,  but  he  trusted,  on  examination 
of  the  proposed  plan,  it  would  appear  less  ob- 
jectionable than  was  believed ;  and  he  ai-dently 
hoped,  indeed,  that  ultimately  it  might  be  found 
the  means  of  closing  forever,  by  one  of  the  most 
glorious  acts  of  legislation  that  ever  proceeded 
from  any  legislative  body,  the  growing  contro- 
versy between  the  North  and  South,  acknowl- 
edged on  all  hands  to  be  of  a  most  serious  and 
alarming  nature,  ptfr.  M.  read  his  resolutions, 
as  below.]  When,  he  said,  it  was  considered 
that,  in  the  certain  increase  of  our  population, 
doubling  in  twenty-five  years,  we  should  see,  in 
half  a  century,  not  less  than  forty  millions  of 
people  in  the  United  States,  of  which  perhaps 
twenty  would  be  inhabitants  of  the  vast  coun- 
tries beyond  the  Mississippi,  we  cannot  fail  to 
admit  that  the  five  hundred  millions  of  acres, 
contemplated  to  be  devoted  as  a  fund  for  the 
emancipation  of  slaves,  will  have  had  a  value 
more  than  competent  to  the  redemption  and 
colonization  of  all  such  of  our  slave  population 
as  it  shall  be  found  expedient  or  desirable  to 
part  with.  Let  me  endeavor,  said  he,  to  show 
in  a  few  words  the  practical  operation  of  this 
fund.  Suppose  the  lands,  intended  to  constitute 
this  fund,  to  be  surveyed  into  the  usual  sections 
and  quarter  sections,  and  numbered ;  that  the 
alternate  numbered  portions  be  sold  for  certifi- 
cates of  the  value  of  slaves;  that  the  inter- 
mediate portions  be  disposed  of  only  for  cash; 
that  the  certificates  of  value  of  slaves  be  furnish- 
ed in  the  following  manner :  whenever  the 
owner  of  slaves  is  willing  to  part  with  them, 
let  him  make  application  to  the  district  judge 
of  the  district,  who,  with  the  marshal  of  the 
district,  shall,  together  with  the  owner  and 
some  discreet  person  appointed  on  his  part,  as- 
certain the  value  of  the  slaves  proposed  to  he 
emancipated ;  that,  when  such  valuation  is 
made,  it  shall  be  at  the  option,  of  the  owner 
finally  to  accede  to  it ;  that,  on  his  consent,  the 
district  judge  shall  deliver  to  him  a  certificate 
of  such  valuation,  which  shall  be  receivable 
only  in  payment  for  the  alternate  sections  of 
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which  I  have  spoken.  Then,  will  it  not  be  ap- 
parent, that,  if  such  alternate  sections  are  pur- 
chased with  such  certificates,  the  intermediate 
portions  will  acquire  a  value  which  will  com- 
mand sufflcignt  sums  of  money  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  colonization  ?  Will  not  this  opera- 
tion proceed ^ori  passu?  Mr.  M.  said  he  had 
witnessed,  with  constant  anxiety,  the  progress 
of  the  great  controversy  which  now  agitates  us, 
and  had,  from  the  beginning  of  his  career,  as  a 
member  of  this  House,  determined,  if  it  should 
become  necessary,  to  devote  himself  a  sacrifice 
for  the  great  object,  if  possible,  of  keeping  the 
two  great  parties  in  peace.  I  do  not  know, 
said  he,  whether  I  have  made  such  a  sacrifice. 
It  is  probable  I  have,  by  the  well-known  course 
which  I  have  pursued  upon  this  subject.  But, 
sir,  if  indeed  I  have  lost  the  confidence  of  those 
whom  I  represent,  I  will,  before  I  leave  my 
present  station,  at  least  make  one  effort  for  the 
purpose  of  uniting  the  parties  by  the  only 
measure  which  appears  to  me  to  be  calculated 
to  unite  them ;  one,  too,  in  which  both  may 
participate,  and  in  which  they  will,  as  I  repeat, 
perform  one  of  the  most  noble  acts  of  legisla- 
tion ;  one  which  I  would  not  exchange  for  all 
the  laws  on  our  statute  books  from  1789  to  this 
day.  I  have  even  indulged  what  may  be  con- 
sidered an  extremely  romantic  opinion,  that  the 
original  plan  of  Las  Casas,*  of  preventing  the 
destruction  of  the  Indian  race  by  supplying  their 
place  with  the  hardy  natives  of  Africa,  may 
yet  terminate  in  restoring  to  Africa,  from  the 
pressure  of  the  great  necessity  which  we  feel 
on  the  subject,  her  long  estranged  children, 
with  the  first  principles  of  the  Christian  religion 
and  of  education,  so  that  Africa,  long  benight- 
ed, may  assume  a  respectable  rank  among  the 


*  Bartholomew  do  Las  Casas,  Bishop  of  Chiapa,  and 
Apostle  of  Indian  Humanity.  The  labors  of  his  life,  in  be- 
half of  the  Indians  of  the  New  World,  gained  him  the  phil- 
anthropic title  by  which  he  has  been  distinguished ;  and 
well  they  might,  for  these  labors  were  great,  and  long — dis- 
interested, and  full  of  toil  and  danger.  Born  a  noble,  (at 
Seville,  Spain,  1674,)  he  embraced  the  ecclesiastical  profes- 
sion at  the  age  of  nineteen,  that  he  might  devote  himself  to 
missionary  labors  in  behalf  of  a  people  whose  oppressions 
he  had  seen  in  a  visit  with  his  father  to  San  Domingo. 
"What  he  began  in  youthful  ardor  was  continued  with  un- 
diminished zeal  to  the  end  of  his  life.  Fifty  years  he  spent 
in  preaching  the  gospel  to  the  natives  and  humanity  to 
their  oppressors.  Twelve  times  he  crossed  the  ocean,  to 
plead  at  the  foot  of  the  Spanish  throne,  the  cause  of  the 
wretched  Indians,  perishing  under  the  labor  of  the  mines, 
and  the  severity  of  their  treatment.  Consoling  the  op- 
pressed, devising  schemes  for  their  relief,  and  struggling 
against  the  oppressor,  was  the  fifty  years  labor  of  his  exist- 
ence. History  attributes  to  him  the  origin  of  African 
slavery  in  the  New  World — a  scheme  to  relieve  the  Indian 
from  labor  in  the  mines  by  putting  the  African  into  his 
place.  If  so,  it  is  one  of  the  instances — an  eminent  one — 
of  how  much  evil  a  mistaken  philanthropy  can  do,  absorbed 
by  one  thought,  and  blind  to  the  consequences  of  gratifying 
it.  But  the  memory  of  the  good  bishop  has  found  defend- 
ers from  that  reproach,  and  the  friends  of  benevolence 
would  wish  it  untrue. 


people  of  the  world.    Mr.  M.  then  submitted  the 
following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  devoting  five  hundred  millions 
acres  of  public  lands  next  west  of  the  Mississippi,  as  a 
fund  for  the  purpose  of,  in  the  first  place,  employing 
a  naval  force,  competent  to  the  annihilation  of  the 
slave  trade.  Secondly,  the  gradual  emancipation  of 
slaves,  by  a  voluntary  exchange  of  the  lands  for 
them ;  and,  lastly,  colonizing  such  emancipated 
slaves  in  such  way  as  may  be  conducive  to  their 
happiaess  in  their  original  ftuntry,  Africa :  Provided, 
That  no  such  exchange  of  lands  for  slaves  shall  ever 
be  suffered  or  allowed,  except  upon  the  perfectly  as- 
certained consent  of  such  slaves,  to  be  colonized  in 
Africa :  And  provided,  also,  That,  wherever  such  ex- 
changes are,  or  shall  be  made,  no  separation  of  hus- 
band and  wife,  or  parent  and  child,  shall  be  permitted 
contrary  to  their  well-ascertained  consent. 

The  question  on  proceeding  to  consider  the 
resolution  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 63 
to  50  votes. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York,  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table. 

The  question  on  laying  the  resolution  on  the 
table  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 66  to  55. 


Feidat,  February  16. 

In  calling  over  the  States  for  the  reception  of 
petitions,  when  petitions  were  called  for  from 
Tennessee — 

Mr  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  rose,  and  said  that, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  session,  he  had 
discovered  that  the  presiding  officer  of  the 
House  had,  in  his  call  for  petitions  from  the 
States,  uniformly  called  for  petitions  from  "  the 
delegate  from  Missouri ;"  when,  in  his  opinion, 
there  was  no  such  personage  in  this  House, 
and  therefore  moved  a  discontinuance  of  such 
call. 

Mr.  Spbakee  declared  such  motion  out  of  or- 
der at  this  time,  and  Mr.  Jones  reluctantly  gave 
way,  apparently  with  an  intention  to  renew  the 
proposition  when  it  should  be  in  order. 

Death  of  William  A.  Burwell. 
Mr.  Kelson,  of  Virginia,  then  announced  the 
death  of  "William  A.  Bitbwell,  a  member  of 
this  House  from  that  State :  Whereupon, 

Sesolved,  unanimouslt/.  That  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  order  for  superintending  the  funeral 
of  William  A.  Buewell,  deceased,  late  Eepresenta- 
tive  from  the  State  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  Kelson,  Mr.  Eandolph,  Mr.  Kewton, 
Mr.  MoOoT,  Mr.  BAEBOtnt,  Mr.  Ttlee,  and  Mr. 
Alexandbe  Smyth,  were  appointed  the  said 
committee. 

Sesolved,  unanimously,  That  the  members  of  this 
House  will  testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of 
William  A.  Burwell,  late  one  of  their  body,  by  wear- 
ing crape  on  the  left  arm  for  the  remainder  of  the 
session. 

Jiesolved,  unanimouslt/.  That  the  members  .wiU  at- 
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tend  the  funeral  of  the  late  'William  A.  BurweU,  to- 
morrow at  10  o'clock. 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate to  notify  them  of  the  death  of  William  A. 
BtTEWBLL,  late  a  member  of  this  House,  and  that 
his  funeral  will  take  place  to-morrow,  at  10 
o'clock,  A.  M. 

Mr.  Nblson  informed  the  House  that  it  was 
the  wish  of  the  deceased  to  be  interred  in  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  and  the  attendance  of  the 
members  on  the  funeral  would  not  be  required 
beyond  the  lines  of  the  city. 

And  the  House  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning. 


Satuedat,  February  17. 

The  House  met,  and,  together  with  the  Sen- 
ate, attended  the  funeral  of  the  late  William  A. 
BuEWELL,  in  the  manner  recommended  by  the 
Committee  of  Arrangements  appointed  for  that 
purpose ;  and,  having  returned  to  their  Cham- 
ber, on  motion — 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  February  19. 
Spanish  American  Sepublies. 
Mr.  Clay,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
present  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
the  resolution  adopted  by  this  House  on  the  10th 
instant,  in  relation  to  the  contest  now  carrying 
on  between  Spain  and  her  South  American 
Colonies,  reported — 

That  the  committee  had  according  to  order  pre- 
sented the  resolution  to  the  President;  that  the 
President  assured  the  committee  that,  in  common 
with  the  people  of  the  United  States  and  the  House 
of  Representatives,  he  felt  great  interest  in  the  suc- 
cess of  the  provinces  of  Spanish  America  which -are 
straggling  to  establish  their  freedom  and  independ- 
ence ;  and  that  he  would  take  the  resolution  into  de- 
liberate consideration,  with  the  most  perfect  respect 
for  the  distinguished  body  from  which  it  had  ema- 
nated. 


Wednesday,  February  21. 

Missouri — Proposed  Bepeal  of  the  Compromise 
heca/use  the  State  was  not  Admitted. 
Mr.  Beown,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  for  con- 
sideration the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing 
the  8th  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  March 
6,  1820,  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  people  of 
the  Missouri  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such 
State  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States,  and  to  prohibit  slavery  in  certain 
Territories ;"  said  8th  section  imposing  a  prohibition 
and  restriction  upon  the  introduction  of  slaves  in  all 
that  territory  ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States, 
under  the  name  of  Louisiana,  which  lies  north  of  36 


degrees  30  minutes  north  latitude,  not  included  ha  the 
State  contemplated  by  that  act. 

On  submitting  the  resolution,  Mr.  Beown  ad- 
dressed the  Chair,  as  follows :        , 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  rise,  with  unfeigned  reluc- 
tance, to  present  to  the  consideration  of  this 
honorable  body  the  resolution  which  I  hold  in 
my  hand,  with  a  concise  statement  of  the  views 
upon  which  it  is  founded.  Nothing  short,  sir, 
of  an  imperative  sense  of  duty  would  have  in- 
fluenced me,  at  this  late  day  of  the  session,  to 
have  consumed  one  moment  of  that  time  which 
has  become  so  important  to  the  interest  of  this 
nation.  I  have  been  emboldened  to  ask  your 
pardon,  and  that  of  the  honorable  body  over 
which  you  preside,  from  a  reflection  that  a  few 
days  more  wOl  close  my  Congressional  labors, 
probably  forever,  and  that,  up  to  this  period,  I 
have  been  sparing  of  your  time,  and  do  not  ex- 
pect again,  while  I  remain  on  the  floor,  to  ask 
your  indulgence. 

Before  I  advance  to  the  investigation  of  the 
merits  of  the  resolution,  I  owe  it  to  my  col- 
league, (Mr.  Clay,)  who  is  also  my  friend  and 
messmate,  to  explain  why,  having  communi- 
cated to  several  others  my  design  of  proposing 
this  resolution,  I  have  carefully  avoided  men- 
tioning the  subject  to  him,  though  in  daily 
habits  of  intimacy,  and  although  I  have  no 
friend,  living,  whose  approbation  1  more  highly 
prize.  My  mind  has  been  made  up,  after  much 
reflection  upon  the  purpose  of  this  resolution, 
so  soon  as  it  should  be  decided  that  Mis- 
souri was  not  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union; 
that  decision  has  already  taken  place,  and  there 
is  not,  apparent  to  me,  any  reasonable  ground 
for  expecting  its  reversal  here.  My  colleague, 
(Mr.  Clay,)  who  has  labored  arduously  and 
zealously  to  settle  this' question,  and  tranquillize 
the  Union,  is  not  willing  yet  to  despair ;  he  in- 
dulges the  hope  that  something  may  still  be 
done.  Had  I  communicated  my  design  to  him, 
I  thought  it  likely  that  he  might  advise  the 
withholding  it,  yet  longer ;  and  admonished  and 
d.etermined  against  further  delay,  by  a  recollec- 
tion of  the  early  close  of  my  privilege  on  this 
floor,  and  the  still  earlier  day  at  which  circum- 
stances required  me  to  leave  it,  I  have  thought 
it  better  to  proceed,  without  the  possible  appro- 
bation of  my  coUeagne,  than  against  his  prob- 
able advice. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  a  peculiar  aptness 
between  the  subject  which  I  propose  for  your 
consideration  and  the  remnant  of  the  session ; 
let  it  be  recollected,  that  two  sessions  have  been 
wasted  away  in  the  fruitless  discussion  of  propo- 
sitions relating  to  Missouri ;  aU  parts  of  the 
United  States  and  all  classes  of  your  citizens 
have  suffered  and  groaned,  without  that  legisla- 
tive aid  which  was  required  by  their  wants,  and 
called  for  by  their  petitions ;  while  you  have 
denied  them  your  attention,  and  even  withheld 
from  them  your  sympathy.  Sir,  there  exists  a 
further  objection  to  this  untimely  effort  to  de- 
spatch the  important  business  of  the  nation ; 
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nearly  an  equal  half  of  this  House,  from  the  South 
and  West,  feel  themselves  and  their  constituents 
deeply  aggrieved ;  they  cannot  bend  and  confine 
their  attention,  at  this  late  hour,  to  new  and 
important  subjects,  called  for  by  those  who 
have,  with  apparent  unconcern,  set  at  naught 
their  rights,  their  interests,  and  their  feelings ; 
and,  if  stoical  enough  to  do  so,  they  should  re- 
collect the  frailty  of  humanity,  and  avoid  temp- 
tation. Sir,  with  me,  (I  cannot  dissemble,)  the 
salt  of  legislation  has  lost  its  savor.  The  subject 
I  propose  is  one  rendered  just  and  necessary  by 
the  result  of  the  legislation  of  almost  the  whole 
preceding  part  of  this  Congress :  I  mean  your 
refusal  to  admit  Missouri  into  the  Union.  I  do 
not  believe  the  few  remaining  days  of  the  ses- 
sion can  be  better  employed  than  in  adapting 
the  laws  and  measures  of  this  Government  to 
the  extraordinary  crisis,  at  which  we  have  at 
length  arrived. 

Mr.  Speaker,  you  will  perceive  that  the  same 
act  of  Congress  which  contains  the  clause  au- 
thorizing the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  State  government,  contains  also 
the  clause  which  I  now  propose  to  repeal.  The 
history  of  that  act  is  better  known  in  this  Hall, 
than  it  is  out  of  it;  and  as  it  has  become  im- 
portant that  it  should  be  fully  understood  by  the 
nation,  although  I  referred  to  it  on  a  former 
occasion,  while  addressing  the  House,  it  seems 
so  necessary  to  a  clear  comprehension  of  my 
proposition,  that  I  must  entreat  your  patience, 
while  I  again  make  a  statement  of  the  facts.  I 
appreciate  the  indulgence  shown  me,  and  wUl 
be  as  concise  and  rapid  as  possible. 

I  now,  sir,  proceed  to  make  the  statement 
upon  which  my  resolution  is  predicated,  and  I 
invite  the  correction  of  gentlemen  who  may  be- 
lieve me  in  any  degree  incorrect.  Upon  the 
motion  of  the  present  honorable  Speaker  of  this 
House,  who  was  also  the  mover  of  the  restric- 
tion, a  committee  was  raised  early  in  the  last 
session,  upon  the  subject  of  the  contemplated 
restriction  on  Missouri,  for  the  avowed  purpose 
of  compromising  and  allaying  a  subject  which 
even  then,  in  the  cradle,  gave  indications  of  its 
being  an  infant  Hercules :  and  I  will  do  the 
honorable  Speaker  the  justice  to  say,  that  I  do 
not  believe  he  would  have  proposed  a  mode  or 
suggested  a  principle  by  which  this  affair  should 
be  settled,  that  he  did  not  believe  consistent 
with  the  dictates  of  morality  and  reason.  The 
committee  thus  raised  did  not  disagree  upon 
principles,  but  upon  lines  of  longitude  and  lati- 
tude. All  were  willing  for  a  compromise,  but 
the  position  of  the  lines  presented  insuperable 
difficulties,  and  the  committee,  on  their  applica- 
tion, was  discharged.  The  bill  preparatory  to 
the  admission  of  Missouri  passed  the  House  of 
Representatives  with  a  restriction,  and  was  re- 
ported to  the  Senate ;  the  Senate  had  a  bill  be- 
fore them  for  the  admission  of  Maine  into  the 
Union :  Maine  was  on  the  extreme  eastern,  Mis- 
souri on  the  extreme  western  limb  of  the  United 
States.  Maine  was  called  for  by  the  non-slave- 
holding  States  of  the  North  and  East ;  Missouri, 


by  the  slaveholding  States  of  South  and  "West ; 
the  East  was  jealous  of  the  growth  and  power 
of  the  "West,  which  excited  Sarm  and  jealousy 
inthe  "West:  Maine  in  the  east  was  to  be  ad- 
mitted without  restrictions;  Missouri  in  the 
west  claimed  the  same  exemption  from  the  in- 
trusion of  the  General  Government:  to  calm 
these  jealousies,  allay  these  fears,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  do  equal  justice  to  the  East  and 
West,  the  Senate  determined  that  Maine  and 
Missouri  should,  by  the  same  act,  and  at  the 
same  instant,  pass  the  threshold  into  the  Union ; 
and  that  each  should  enter,  equally  unfettered 
by  restriction.  This  was  just  and  wise,  and  did 
honor  to  the  calm  and  well-balanced  minds  of 
that  venerable  body.  The  bill  from  the  House 
of  Eepresentatives  preparatory  to  the  admission 
of  Missouri,  being  thus  amended  by  the  Senate, 
was  reported  to  the  House ;  the  House  disagreed ; 
the  Senate,insisted ;  the  House  rejected ;  a  com- 
mittee of  conference  was  appointed  to  settle,  if 
possible,  these  differences  between  the  two 
branches  of  Congress  and  the  friends  of  Maine 
and  Missouri.  The  joint  committee,  after  much 
anxious  deliberation,  came  to  a  settlement,  sat- 
isfactory to  a  large  majority  of  Congress,  and  to 
a  much  larger  proportion  of  this  nation ;  the 
friends  of  Missouri  having  agreed  that  Maine, 
unfettered,  should  be  admitted  forthwith  into 
the  Union ;  and  having  reluctantly  consented  to 
the  imposition  of  a  restriction  upon  the  territory 
west  of  Missouri.  Those  who  opposed  Missouri 
agreed  to  withdraw  their  opposition,  and  to 
consent  to  her  admission  without  restriction. 
"When  I  speak  of  the  parties,  agreeing  to  propo- 
sitions, I  do  not  intend  to  be  understood  that 
every  person  agreed,  but  a  sufficient  number  to 
constitute  a  majority,  and  to  carry  their  ar- 
rangement through  Congress.  The  terms  of 
th§  compromise  being  thus  well  understood  and 
agreed  upon,  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Maine 
into  the  Union  inunediately  passed ;  and  this 
bill  also  passed  authorizing  Missouri  to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  government  without  re- 
striction, and  containing  upon  its  face  a  stipula- 
tion that  she  should  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
upon  the  footing  of  the  original  States ;  which 
bin  also  imposed  the  restriction  upon  the  terri- 
tory, which  restriction  I  now  contend  should  be 
repealed.  Missouri  assembled  her  convention, 
and  formed  her  constitution,  laid  down,  accord- 
ing to  the  practice  of  other  States,  the  territo- 
rial government,  and  put  into  fuU  operation  her 
State  government :  she  chose  her  Representa- 
tive and  Senators,  who,  under  the  faith  of  this 
law,  presented  her  constitution,  and  asked  ad- 
mittance into  the  Union.  They  have  been  un- 
justly and  unkindly  rejected ;  and  the  attempt 
has  been  renewed  to  impose  upon  her  the  odi- 
ous restriction,  bought  off  at  the  last  session ; 
and,  what  would  seem  almost  incredible,  none 
can  have  been  more  zealous  to  produce  her  re- 
jection than  the  Eepresentatives,  with  a  single 
exception,  from  this  very  State  of  Maine,  who 
could  not  have  been  upon  this  floor  at  this  time, 
or  probably  in  aU.  after  time,  but  for  the  com- 
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promise ;  for  Massaoliiisetts,  whose  consent  was 
indispensable  to  the  emancipation  of  Maine,  had 
cautiously  given  it  with  a  limitation,  which 
would  have  run  out  in  a  day  or  two  after  the 
compromise  and  her  admission ;  and  it  was  rep- 
resented here  to  be  very  doubtful  whether 
Massachusetts  would  ever  afterwards  have  again 
yielded  her  consent.  To  the  honor  of  Maine, 
her  Senators  (Holmes  and  Chandler)  and  one  of 
her  Eepresentatives  (Shaw*)  have  preserved 
good  faith,  and  have  contended  and  voted  for 
the  admission  of  Missouri,  and  the  fulfilment  of 
the  terms  of  compromise,  with  such  modifica- 
tion of  her  constitution  as  obviated  the  objec- 
tionable feature. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  upon  the  principles  of 
eternal  justice  which  govern  the  intercourse 
and  contracts  of  individuals,  and  the  negotia- 
tion and  compacts  of  communities,  states,  and 
nations,  I  demand  of  Congress,  not  for  myself, 
but  for  one-half  of  the  United  States,  the  repeal 
of  this  restriction  upon  the  territory  west  and 
north  of  Missouri.  The  consideration  promised 
for  this  restriction  has  not  been  paid ;  the 
plighted  faith  of  Congress  for  the  admission  of 
Missouri  has  been  violated;  then  take  off,  at 
least,  the  restriction.  Give  us  Missouri  with- 
out restriction,  or  place  us  in  the  same  situa- 
tion, by  taking  it  off  of  the  territory,  in  which 
we  were  when  you  entered  into  the  covenant, 
and  gave  us  the  solemn  pledge  of  a  law  to  do 
so.  Sir,  the  course  of  the  majority  can  be  jus- 
tified by  no  principle  of  reason  or  sound  policy, 
but  must  rest,  for  its  support,  upon  the  antiquat- 
ed doctrines  of  schoolmen  and  casuists,  of 
pious  fraud ;  the  end  sanctifying  the  means ;  of 
doing  evil  that  good  may  come  of  it;  which, 
though  they  have  received  the  reprobation  of 
true  moralists,  may  find  a  place  in  the  new  code 
of  ethics,  likely  to  grow  out  of  these  times.  , 

Mr,  B.  having  concluded — 

The  preliminary  question  was  put — "  Will  the 
House  now  proceed  to  consider  this  resolution?" 
It  was  decided  in  the  negative — Y9  votes  to  43. 
So  the  resolution  lies  on  the  table. 


Thuesdat,  February  22. 

The  biU  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
further* to  establish  the  compensation  of  the  offi- 
cers employed  in  the  coliection  of  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

An  engrossed  resolution  providing  for  jails, 
in  certain  cases,  for  the  safe  custody  of  persons 
committed  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cooke, 

Meaohed,  that  this  House  will,  at  12  o'clock 
on  Monday  next,  proceed  to  ballot  for  a  printer 
to  execute  its  work  during  the  next  Congress, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  "  resolution 

*  When  this  question  was  again  revived,  and  Missouri  ad- 
mitted, Mr.  Hill,  of  Maine,  voted  for  her  admission. 


directing  the  manner  in  which  the  printing  of 
Congress  shall  be  executed,  fixing  the  prices 
thereof,  and  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a 
printer,  or  printers,"  passed  on  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1819. 

Mr.  Ceowell  moved  that  the  several  orders 
of  the  day  which  precede  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "  Aii  act  for  the  relief  of  pur- 
chasers of  public  lands  prior  to  the  1st  of  July, 
1820,"  be  postponed,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
the  said  bill  into  consideration. 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  theor- 
ders  of  the  day  which  precede  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  naval  service  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  were  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Batifieation  of  the  Treaty  of  1819  leith  Spain, 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Peesident  of  the  Ukited  States  : 

To  the  Senate  and  Some  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 

The  Treaty  of  Amity,  Settlement,  and  Limits,  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spain,  signed  on  the 
22d  of  February,  1819,  having  be«n  ratified  by  the 
contracting  parties,  and  the  ratifications  having  been 
exchanged,  it  is  herevpith  commnnicated  to  Congress, 
that  such  legislative  measures  may  be  taken  as  they 
shall  judge  proper,  for  carrying  the  same  into  execu- 
tion. 

JAMES  MONKOE. 

Washingtoii,  Febrvary  22,  1821. 

The  Message  was  read,  and,  together  with 
the  Treaty,  refei-red  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affairs. 

Missouri — Mr.  Clay'' a  Motion  for  a  Grand  Joint 
Committee. 

Mr.  Olat  then  rose  to  make  his  expected 
motion  respecting  Missouri,  which  was  in  the 
following  shape : 

Mesolvedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  on  the 
part  of  this  House,  jointly  with  such  committee  as 
may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  con- 
sider and  report  to  the  Senate  and  to  the  House,  re- 
spectively, whether  it  be  expedient  or  not  to  make 
provision  for  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union 
on  the  same  footing  as  the  original  States,  and  for 
the  due  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
within  Missouri ;  and,  if  not,  whether  any  other,  and 
what  provision,  adapted  to  her  actnal  condition, 
ought  to  be  made  by  law. 

On  this  motion  there  took  place  a  debate  of 
about  one  hour's  length. 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  to  amend  the  same  by 
striking  out  these  words,  viz:  "and  if  not, 
whether  any  other  and  what  provision  adapted 
to  her  actual  condition  ought  to  be  made  by 
law." 

And  the  question  being  taken  so  to  amend,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  agree  to  the 
resolution,  and  passed  in  the  aflSrmative,  yeas 
101,  nays  55. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  it  was  ordered  that 
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the  said  committee  consist  of  twenty-three 
members ;  and  that  they  be  elected  by  ballot, 
pursuant  to  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  moved  that  one  member 
of  the  said  committee  be  chosen  from  each  State ; 
which  being  negatived, 

Mr.  Clay  moved  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  said  election. 

Ml'.  Allbn,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  that  the 
House  proceed  to  the  election  to-morrow  at  12 
o'clock. 

Mr.  Teaot  moved  that  the  House  proceed  to 
the  election  on  Monday  next,  at  12  o'clock. 
_  This  latter  motion  being  rejected,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  on  the  motion  to  proceed  to  the 
election  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock,  and  passed  in 
the  affirmative. 


Feidat,  February  23. 
Public  Land  Debt. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Oeowbll, 
again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  purchasers 
of  the  public  lands  prior  to  the  1st  of  July, 
1820. 

Mr.  McCoy  bad  moved  to  strike  out  so  much 
of  the  bUl  as  permits  a  conditional  surrender  to 
the  United  States  of  the  land  purchased;  so 
much  as  dispenses  with  interest  on  the  money 
due  for  lands ;  and  so  much  as  makes  a  deduc- 
tion, in  certain  cases,  of  twenty-five  and  thirty- 
seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  from  the  amount  of 
the  debt. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  wide  debate  on  the 
merits  of  the  bill,  in  the  course  of  which  the 
principle  of  the  bill  was  supported  and  opposed 
by  the  following  gentlemen :  For  the  bill — 
Messrs.  Andbeson,  Beush,  Hendeioks,  Joites, 
and  Clay.  Against  the  bill — Messrs.  Haeddt, 
CuLPBPKE,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  and  McCoy. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Tennessee,  said:  The  argu- 
ment so  much  relied  upon  by  the  friends  of  the 
bill,  that  the  Government  is  the  creditor,  and 
ought  not  to  exercise  that  rigor  in  exacting  com- 
pliance with  contracts  ruinous  to  her  debtors 
that  individuals  would,  because  it  is  the  com- 
mon stock  of  all,  as  well  as  that  urged  on  ac- 
count of  the  depreciation  of  certain  bank  paper 
that  will  not  pay  the  holder's  debts  without  a 
discount  equal  to  the  reduction  contemplated  in 
the  second  section  of  the  bUl,  would  apply  with 
force  if  the  whole  community  were  debtors  of 
this  description,  and  to  be  provided  for  in  this 
bill ;  but  when  not  one  in  a  thousand  has  pur- 
chased public  land,  and  all  are  laboring  under 
the  difficulty  so  feelingly  described,  can  it  be 
right  to  apply  the  remedy  to  a  few,  and  leave 
others  to  struggle  through  as  they  can  ? 

I  hope  I  shall  never  be  found  hindmost  in 
bidding  up  the  wounds  inflicted  by  misfortune 
upon  any  of  the  sons  of  Adam.  But,  sir,  the 
wretched  and  the  poor  presented  to  us  here  in 
such  lively  figures,  have  no  part  or  lot  in  this 
matter ;  it  is  not  the  poor  that  buy  land  in  any 
country. 


Can  any  man  make  me  believe  that  a  farmer, 
owning  a  plantation  on  which  he  has  resided 
three  or  four  years  without  rent,  is  to  be  broken 
up  and  ruined  by  the  payment  of  eighty  doUars 
a  year,  the  sum  required  to  complete  his  title  to 
a  tract  of  a  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  fertile 
land,  under  the  law  as  it  now  stands  ?  Such 
purchasers,  I  repeat  it,  can  and  will  pay,  and 
the  greater  part  of  them  have  done  so  olready. 

The  provisions  of  this  bUl  give  such  purchasers 
the  liberty  of  paying^  annually  fifty  dollars, 
without  interest,  for  eight  years.  If  punctually 
paid  it  is  not  half  the  rent  the  poor  have  to  pay 
for  a  home  in  any  country ;  and  if  in  default, 
you  give  them  the  chance  of  eight  years  more 
without  paying  any  thing.  This  is  going  farther 
than  they  could  ask.  But,  in  getting  at  the 
class  of  purchasers  for  whom  this  bill  is  intend- 
ed, it  is  necessary  to  attend  to  the  poor,  as,  on 
other  occasions,  sometimes  it  is  done  to  suit  the 
views  of  the  rich ;  they  are  the  class  whose  in- 
terest is  consulted  in  this  bUl ;  they  have  con- 
trived to  get  all  the  land  that  is  worth  any 
thing  in  their  possession ;  and  a  careful  exami- 
nation of  the  first  section  of  the  bill  wUl  con- 
vince any  disinterested  man  that  the  object  is 
to  get  the  whole  eventually  for  nothing. 

If  it  is  to  be  given  away,  I  want  a  distribu- 
tion more  equal.  The  most  deserving  get  none ; 
men  who  risked  their  lives  disputing  the  title 
of  the  aborigines,  and  marched  over  the  dead 
bodies  of  your  enemies  to  gain  this  land,  get 
not  one  foot  of  it,  but  that  which  has  been  re- 
fused by  these  avaricious  landmongers. 

Independent  of  all  the  injustice  that  must 
follow  this  gratuity,  among  the  land  debtors,  I 
view  the  precedent  as  a  dangerous  one  in  rela- 
tion to  the  collection  of  revenue — I  think  I  see 
another  class  of  debtors  ready  to  put  in  for 
their  share. 

The  whole  dependence  of  this  Government 
is  on  revenue  derived  from  imports  that  is  now 
owing  by  merchants,  who  have  experienced 
greater  losses  than  any  class  of  men  in  the  com- 
munity. They  are  too  useful  and  meritorious 
to  be  left  beggars,  after  we  finish  the  good  work 
in  the  West.  And,  sir,  the  cordial  support 
given  this  bOl,  by  a  certain  section  of  the  coun- 
try, puts  me  on  my  guard,  not  being  accustom- 
ed to  see  any  extraordinary  display  of  sym- 
pathy for  the  people  of  the  West,  except  for 
those  who  we  all  know  hold  no  land.  I  do  not 
know  that  self-interest  would  influence  any  one 
in  a  solicitude  for  the  passage  of  this  bill.  I 
am  a  stranger  to  all  management  in  legislation. 
I  belong  to  no  party ;  I  know  of  none ;  and  far 
be  it  from  me  to  impeach  the  motives  of  any. 
It  is  enough  for  me  to  judge  for  myself — ^in  doing 
so,  on  this  occasion,  I  believe  sound  policy  and 
impartial  justice  requires  from  me  a  vote  to 
strike  out  the  first  and  second  sections  of  this 
bill,  and  as  much  more  as  will  defeat  its  passnge. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  McCoy's 
motion,  it  was  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  AtTDEESON  moved  to  strike  out  that  clause 
of  the  bUl  which  proposes  to  allow  an  absolute 
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reduction  of  thirty-three  per  cent,  on  the 
amount  due  by  the  debtors,  and  so  to  amend 
the  bill  as  to  confine  the  discount  to  those  who 
should  make  prompt  payment  of  the  whole  sum 
due. 

This  proposition  brought  on  a  long  debate,  in 
which  Messrs.  Bbboheb,  Jones,  Oook,  Haedin, 
Sbeoeant,  Andeeson,  and  Olat,  joined. 

The  amendment  was  finally  negatived — yeas 
55,  nays  62. 

Mr.  TircKEE,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  add  the 
following  proviso  to  the  first  section  of  the  bill  : 

Provided,  also,  That  where  any  purchaser  has  pur- 
chased at  the  same  time  two  or  more  quarter  sections, 
he  shall  not  be  permitted  to  relinquish  less  than  a 
quarter  section. 

This  amendment  was  also  negatived. 

Mr.  Haedin  then,  for  reasons  which  he  stated, 
moved  the  following  additional  proviso  to  the 
third  section  of  the  bill : 

And  provided,  further,  That  the  discount  allowed 
in  this  bill  shall  not  be  made  where  the  debtor  shall 
fail  to  pay  any  of  the  said  several  instalments,  as  the 
same  shall  become  due  and  payable. 

The  amendment,  after  some  debate,  was  also 
rejected. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
bin  to  the  House  without  amendment. 

ElecUon  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  (he  part  of 
the  Souse  of  Eepresentatvoes. 
Mr.  Aechbe,  of  Virginia,  then  reported  that 
the  tellers  appointed  to  examine  the  ballots 
given  for  a  committee  of  23  members  on  the 
Missouri  subject,  according  to  the  resolution  of 
yesterday,  had  performed  that  duty — the  result 
of  which  ballot  he  delivered  in. 

It  appeared  that  157  members  had  been  voted 
for,  but  that  the  following  17  gentlemen  only 
had  a  majority  of  the  ballots  given,  and  were 
elected,  viz : 
Messrs.  Clay,  of  Ey.  Messrs.  Eddy,  of  E.  I. 

Cobb,  of  Geo.  Ford,  of  N.  Y. 

Hill,  of  Maine,  Culbreth,  of  Mi 

Barbomr,  of  Va.  Haokley,  of  N.  Y. 

Storrs,  of  N.  Y.  S.  Moore,  of  Pa. 

Cocke,  of  Tenn.  Stevens,  of  Conn. 

Rankin,  of  Miss.  Rogers,  of  Pa. 

Archer,  of  Va.  Southard,  of  N.  J. 

Brown,  of  Ky. 

Seventeen  only  being  elected,  there  remained 
six  members  yet  to  be  appointed. 

Mr.  Olat  moved,  as  the  operation  of  ballot- 
ing again  to-morrow  would  be  tedious,  and 
create  delay,  that  the  House  agree,  by  general 
consent,  to  select  the  remaining  six  members 
from  those  having  received  the  next  highest 
number  of  votes. 

It  was  also  suggested  that  the  Speaker  ap- 
point the  remaining  six ;  and  the  Speaker  hav- 
ing intimated  to  the  House  that  if  the  duty  de- 
volved on  him,  he  should,  from  a  sense  of  pro- 
priety, make  the  appointment  from  the  names 
standing  next  highest  to  those  elected  on  the 
list,  the  latter  course  was  concurred  in  by  the 


House,  Mr.  Olat  having  withdrawn  his  motio 
in  favor  of  that  course. 

It  appeared  then  that  the  five  followin 
gentlemen  are  also  elected  on  the  committe( 
being  the  next  highest  on  the  list : 

Messrs.  Darlington,  of  Pa.  Messrs.  Gross,  of  N.  Y. 
Pitcher,  of  N.  Y.  Livermore,  of  N.  I 

Sloan,  of  Ohio. 

After  these,  Messrs.  Randolph  and  Baldwii 
were  next  highest  on  the  list,  and  having  ai 
equal  number  of  votes,  it  remains  for  th< 
Speaker  to  designate  the  gentleman  who  shal 
make  the  twenty-third  member  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Satuedat,  February  24. 
Messrs.  Randolph,  Baldwtst,  and  Smith,  oi 
North  Oarolina,  were  appointed,  in  addition  to 
those  already  named,  to  be  of  the  joint  com- 
mittee on  the  Missouri  subject ;  the  first  of  these 
to  fiU  up  the  number  of  the  conunittee,  and  the 
two  last  to  supply  the  vacancies  occasioned  by 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  Iiveemoee,  and  Mr, 
Geoss,  of  New  York,  who  were  excused  fi'om 
serving  on  the  committee. 


MoNDAT,  Febraary  28^ 
Report  of  the  Missouri  Joint  Committee. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  resolution,  as 
reported  by  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Mis- 
souri subject. 

Mr.  Olat  briefly  explained  theiiiews  of  the 
committee,  and  liie  considerations  which  in- 
duced tliem  to  report  the  resoluticai.  He  con- 
sidered this  resolution  as  being  the  same  in  effect 
as  that  which  had  been,  previously  reported  by 
the  former  committeB  of  thirteen  members; 
and  stated  that  the  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate  was  unanimous,  and  that  on  the  part 
of  this  House  nearly  so,  in  fevor  of  this  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Adams,  of  Massachusetts,  delivered  his 
objections  ta  tbe  resolution,  on  the  ground  of 
the  defect  of  power  in  the  Oongress.of  the  United 
States  to  authorize  or  require  thfr  Legislature  of 
a  State,  once  admitted  into  the  Union,  to  do  the 
act  proposed  by  this  resolution  to  be  demanded 
of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  Beown,  of  Kentucky,,  replied  to  the  argu- 
ments of  Mr.  Adams,,  and  defended  the  resolu- 
tion from  the  objections  set  up  against  it.  He 
earnestly  invited  the  House  to  support  the  reso- 
lution, and  thus  to  end  the  distracting  and  pain- 
fill  controversy  respecting  Missouri. 

Mr.  Adams,  spoke  in  explanation. 

Mr.  Allen,,  of  Massachusetts,  next  obtained 
the  floor,  and  delivered  his  sentiments  -viith 
much  earnestness,  and  pretty  much  at  large,  in 
opposition  to  the  resolution,  on  the  ground  as 
weU  of  its  terms,  as  of  hostility  to  the  toleration 
of  slavery  in  any  shape,  or  under  any  pretence, 
by  the  legislation  of  Congress. 
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[During  the  progress  of  this  speech,  Mr.  Allen 
was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Teimblb,  because  dis- 
cussing not  the  question  before  the  House,  but  a 
question  decided  at  the  last  session.  The  Spbax- 
BE,  however,  overruled  this  objection.] 

Mr.  Allen  concluded,  by  moving  to  amend  the 
resolution  by  striking  out  the  word  "  citizen," 
wherever  it  occurs  in  the  resolution,  as  above 
printed,  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof,  "  free  ne- 
gro or  mulatto." 

Mr.  R.  MooEE,  of  Pennsylvania,  then  required 
the  previous  question,  believing  that  this  subject 
had  been  so  long  debated,  as  to  require  that  it 
be  decided,  in  one  way  or  another,  without  fur- 
ther consumption  of  the  time  of  the  House. 

Ninety -five  members  having  risen  to  second 
this  motion,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been 
required  thereon  by  Mr.  Randolph — 

The  question  was  stated  in  the  following  form : 
"  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put  ?"  and 
was  decided — ^for  the  previous  question  109, 
against  it  50. 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  to  wit: 
"  Shall  the  resolution  he  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time .'"  and  passed  in  the  aflSrmative — ^yeas 
86,  nays  82,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia, Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbonr,  Bateman,  Bayly, 
Blackledge,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown,  Bryan,  But- 
ler of  Louisiana,  Camion,  Clark,  Clay,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Crawford,  Crowell,  Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Cnthbert, 
Davidson,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Fisher, 
Floyd,  Ford,  Gray,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hardin,  Hill, 
Hooks,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of 
Tennessee,  Little,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Montgomery,  S. 
Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  New- 
ton, Overstreet,  Pinekney,  Eankin,  Reid,  Rhea,  Ring- 
gold, Robertson,  Rogers,  Sawyer,  Settle,  Shaw,  Sim- 
kins,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A. 
Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  South- 
ard, Stevens,  Storrs,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Trimble, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler, 
Udree,  Walker,  "Warfield,  WUliams  of  Virginia,  and 
Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Beeoher,  Boden,  Brush, 
Boffum,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Case, 
Clagett,  Cook,  Cushman,  Dane,  Darlington,  Denison, 
Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards 
of  Pennsylvania,  Eustis,  Fay,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest, 
Fuller,  Garnet,  Gorham,  Gross,  of  New  York,  Gross 
of  Pennsylvania,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hemphill,  Hend- 
ricks, Herrick,  Hibshman,  Hobart,  Hostetter,  Kendall, 
Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Livermore,  Ma- 
clay,  McCuUough,  Mallary,  Marohand,  Meech,  Monell, 
R  Moore,  Morton,  Mosely,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Phelps, 
Philson,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Randolph,  Rich,  Richards, 
Richmond,  Ross,  Russ,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan, 
Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr, 
TomUnson,  Tracy,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace, 
Wendover,  Whitman,  and  Wood. 

The  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  this  day,  but  not  without  consider- 
able opposition. 

Vol.  Vn.— 9 


The  resolution  was  accordingly  read  a  third 
time,  and  put  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Randolph,  in  a  speech  of  some  twenty 
minutes,  delivered  the  reasons  why  he  should 
not  vote  for  the  resolution. 

The  final  question  was  then  taken  on  the 
resolution,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  resolution  was  passed,  and  ordered  to 
be  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence.* 


*  The  resolation  as  rep#Tted  and  adopted,  was  in  these 
words: 

Resolved  ty  ihe  S&nate  and  ITouse  of  Sepresentatvves  of 
tJie  United  States  of  America,  in  Ckmgress  assembled.  That 
Missouri  shall  be  aoinitted  into  this  Union  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  States,  in  all  respects  whatever,  upon 
the  fundamental  condition,  that  the  fourth  clause  of  the 
twenty-sixth  section  of  the  third  article  of  the  constitution 
submitted  on  the  part  of  said  State  to  Congress,  shall  never 
be  construed  to  authorize  the  passage  of  any  law,  and  that 
no  law  shall  be  passed  in  conformity  thereto,  by  which  any 
citizen,  of  either  of  the  States  in  this  Union,  shall  he  excluded 
from  the  enjoyment  of  any  of  the  privileges  and  immunities 
to  which  such  citizen  is  entitled  under  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States :  Provided,  That  the  Legislature  of  said 
State,  by  a  solemn  public  act,  sliaU  declare  the  assent  of  the 
said  State  to  the  said  fundamental  condition,  and  shall  trans- 
mit to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  on  or  before  the 
fourth  Monday  in  November  next,  an  authentic  copy  of  the 
said  act ;  upon  the  receipt  whereof,  the  President,  by  procla- 
mation, shall  announce  the  fact;  whereupon,  and  without 
any  further  proceeding  on  the  part  of  Congress,  the  admis- 
sion of  the  said  State  into  the  Union  shall  De  considered  as 
complete. 

Approved,  March  2, 1821. 

The  reason  of  referring  it  to  the  President  to  announce 
the  fact,  by  proclamation,  that  Missouri  had  complied  with 
the  condition  of  the  resolution,  and  was  thereby  admitted, 
was  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  question  of  admission, 
in  any  shape  whatever,  from  getting  before  Congress  again. 
The  State  complied  within  the  limited  time,  whereupon  the 
President  issued  the  following  proclamation ;  and  the  por- 
tentous struggle  of  two  years  and  a  half  came  to  a  close : 

A  PEOOLAMATION. 

BT  THE  paESIDENT  OF  THE  UinTED  STATES. 

Wlereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  by  a  joint 
resolution  of  the  second  day  of  March  last,  entitled  "  Eesolu- 
tion  providing  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Missouri  into 
the  Union  on  a  certain  condition,"  did  determine  and  de- 
clare—" That  Missouri  should  be  admitted  into  this  Union 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  in  all  respecte 
whatever,  upon  the  fundament^  condition,  that  the  fourth 
clause  of  the  twen^-sixth  section  of  the  third  article  of  the 
constitution  submitted  on  the  part  of  said  State  to  Congress, 
shall  never  be  construed  to  authorize  the  passage  of  any  hiw, 
and  that  no  law  shaU  be  passed  in  conformity  thereto,  by 
which  any  citizen  of  either  of  the  States  of  this  Union  shaU 
be  excluded  from  the  enjoyment  of  any  of  the  privileges  and 
immunities  to  which  such  citizen  is  entitled  under  the  COn^ 
stitution  of  the  United  States :  Provzded,  That  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  said  State,  by  a  solenm  public  act,  shall  declare 
the  assent  of  the  said  State  to  the  said  fundamental  con- 
dition, and  shall  transmit  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  in  November  nert,  an 
authentic  copy  of  said  act;  upon  the  receipt  whereof  the 
President,  by  proclamation,  shall  announce  the  fact ;  where- 
upon, and  without  any  further  proceeduig  on  the  part  of 
Sn-ress,  the  admission  of  the  said  State  mto  this  Umon 
shall  be  considered  as  complete  :''-And  whereas,  by  a  solemn 
nnbUc  act  of  the  Assembly  of  the  said  State  of  MlSso^l^^ 
passed  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  June,  in  the  present  yeai,  en- 
titled "  A  solemn  public  act  declarmg  the  assent  of  this  State 
to  tho  fundamental  condition  contained  in  a  resolution 
nassed  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  providing  for 
the  admission  of  the  State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union  on  a 
certain  condition ;"  an  authentic  copy  whereof  has  been  com- 
municated to  me,  it  is  solemnly  and  pubUcly  enacted,  and 
declared,  that  that  State  has  assented  and  does  assent,  that 
the  fourth  clause  of  the  twenty-sixth  section  of  the  thu-d 
article  of  the  constitution  of  said  State  "shall  never  be  con— 
straed  to  authorize  the  passage  of  any  law,  and  that  no  law 
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Tdesdat,  February  27, 
Increase  of  tJie  Na/iyy. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BAEBOtE, 
of  Virginia,  resolved  itself  into  a  Oommittee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the 
gradual  increase  of  the  Navy,  so  as  to  reduce 
the  annual  appropriation  therefor  from  one  mil- 
lion to  half  a  million  dollars  per  annum,  and 
extend  the  term  of  appropriation  from  three  to 
six  years. 

Mr.  Baeboue  indicated  his  intention  to  pro- 
pose an  amendment  to  the  bUl,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  limit  the  reduced  appropriation 
to  three  years;  his  object  being  to  have  the 
ships  contemplated  to  be  built,  so  far  completed 
as  regarded  the  frames  of  them,  as  to  be  in  a 
state  to  be  secured  and  covered  in  by  houses 
built  over  them.  Mr.  B.  explained  at  large  his 
views  of  this  subject,  the  leading  feature  of 
which  was,  that  however  advisable  it  might  be 
to  build  more  ships,  it  was  not  necessary  at 
present  to  put  them  afloat.  He  therefore  moved 
that  the  committee  rise,  with  a  view  to  moving 
that  the  bill  lie  on  the  table,  giving  notice  that 
at  12  o'clock  to  morrow,  he  should  call  it  up, 
with  a  view  to  moving  the  amendment  which 
he  had  indicated. 

Mr.  Ftolbb  rose  merely  to  say,  that  when  the 
amendment  should  be  before  the  House,  he 
should  endeavor  to  show  why,  in  his  opinion, 
the  bill  should  not  be  adopted  at  this  session  at 
least. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Baeboue,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 


Satdedat,   March  3. 
Election  of  Printer. 
Mr.  Cooke  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, viz ; 

Seaolved,  That  this  House  -will  forthwith  proceed 
to  ballot  for  a  printer  tO' execute  its  work  during  the 
lext  Congress,  ttooording  to  the  provisions  of  the 
resolution  "  directing  the  manner  in  which  the  print- 
ing of  Congress  shall  be  executed ;  fixing  the  prices 
bhereof,  and  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a 
printer  or  printers,"  passed  on  the  3d  day  of  March, 
1819. 


jhall  be  passed  in  conformity  .thereto,  by  -whicli  ai^  citizen 
>f  either  of  the  United  States  shall  be  excluded  from  the 
BDjoyment  of  any  of  the  privileges  and  immunities  to  which 
inch  citizens  are  entitled  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
[Tnited  States :" — Now,  therefore,  I,  James  Moneos,  Presi- 
lent  of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of 
□ongress  aforesaid,  have  issued  this  my  Proclamation,  an- 
lounclng  the  fact,  that  the  said  State  of  Missouri  has  as- 
sented to  the  fundamental  condition  reguired  by  tho  reso- 
.ution  of  Congress  aforesaid ;  whereupon  the  admission  of 
ike  said  State  of  Missouri  into  this  Union  is  declared  to  be 
x>mplete. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of'the 
United  States  of  America  to  be  aflixed  to  these  pres- 
ents, and  signed  the  same  with  my  hand.  Done  at 
'l.  9.]  the  City  of  Washington,  the  tenth  day  of  August, 
1821 ;  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  said  United 
States  of  America  the  forty-sixth. 

JAMES  MONEOE. 
By  the  President : 
JoHB  QciHOY  Adams,  Secretary  of  State. 


The  Spbazee  put'  the  previous  question  of 
consideration  on  this  motion,  and  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative.  Mr.  See  geant  moved 
to  lay  it  on  the  table,  which  was  negatived. 
The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to.  The  Speak- 
EE  then  laid  before  the  House  letters  from  E. 
DeKraflft,  EUiot  &  Irvine,  Davis  &  Force,  and 
Gales  &  Seaton,  offering  themselves  as  candi- 
dates for  this  employment;  the  first  named 
offering  to  do  the  work  for  25  per  cent,  less 
than  the  prices  established  by  the  act  of  March 
3,  1819,  and  the  second  named  offering  to  do  it 
for  25^  per  cent.  less.  An  attempt  was  then 
made  by  Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr. 
Wood,  of  New  York,  to  suspend  or  dispense 
with  the  election ;  but  the  motion  for  that  pur- 
pose was  pronounced  out  of  order,  the  House 
having  determined  to  proceed  forthwith  to  the 
election.  The  House  then  balloted  accordingly, 
and  the  tellers  (Mr.  Geoss,  Mr.  Beechee,  and 
Mr.  Cobb)  reported  that  the  votes  were — 


For  Gales  &  Seaton  - 
Elliot  &  Irvine  - 
Davis  &  Force 
E.  DeKrafft 


87 

31 

9 

6 


and  that  Gales  &  Seaton  were  of  course  elected. 

In  the  Senate  the  election  took  place  on  the 
same  day,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bahboue.   The 
votes  in  that  body  were — 
For  Gales  &  Seaton  -        -        -        -        23 
Scattering  -  -  3 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to 
amend  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  regulating 
process  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States;" 
whereupon  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  to-day. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  five  o'clock, 
P.M. 

Five  o'clock,  P.  M. 
7%«  Floridas — Bill  to  take  Possession,  and  for 
Temporary  OoDemment. 
The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union ; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Speaker 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Latheop  reported 
that  the  committee  had  again  had  the  state  of 
the  Union  under  consideration,  and  directed 
him  to  report  the  bill  thereto  committed  on  the 
2'rth  February  ultimo,  for  carrying  into  execu- 
tion the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  concluded  at  Washington  the  22d  of 
February,  1819,  with  several  amendments; 
which  were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

The  bill  was  then  further  amended ;  and 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Allen,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, further  to  amend  the  same  by  in- 
serting, after  the  word  Territories,  where  it  first 
occurs  in  the  second  section,  these  words:  "not 
incompatible  with  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
the  United  States ;"  so  that  lie  civil,  military, 
and  judicial  powers  exercised  by  the  Spanish 
authorities  witiiin  the  territories  of  East  and 
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West  Florida,  and  whioh  are  established  by  the 
said  bill  for  the  government  of  said  territories 
tmtil  otherwise  provided,  shall  "not  be  incom- 
patible with  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States." 

And  the  question  being  taken  to  agree  to  this 
amendment,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  to-day. 

Florida  Bill  Passed. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz : 

"An  act  for  carrying  into  execution  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Spain, 
concluded  at  Washington,  the  22d  of  February, 
1819  ;"  and  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  borrow  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding four  millions  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars,"  were  severally  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed.* 

Thanks  to  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  Olat  rose,  and  addressed  the  House  to 
the  following  eflfect : 

I  rise  to  submit  a  motion,  which,  if  it  should 
conciliate  the  general  concurrence  of  this  House, 
I  shall  be  extremely  glad.  The  present  session 
was  commenced  under  very  unpleasant  auspices. 
In  the  appointment  of  a  presiding  ofiBcer  of  the 
House,  the  first  manifestation  was  made  of  that 
unfortunate  division  of  opinion  which  has  been 
the  peculiar  characteristic  of  the  session.  The 
storm  has  happily  subsided,  and  we  have  the 
great  satisfaction  to  behold  the  ship  of  our  Con- 
federacy unimpaired  by  its  rage;  her  hull,  her 
rigging,  and  her  patriotic  crew  completely  fit 
for  a  long  and  glorious  voyage,  under  the  star- 
spangled  banner  which  proudly  floats  aloft. 

The  moral  of  that  agitating  drama,  of  which 
for  more  than  two  years  past  our  country  has 
been  the  theatre,  is  that,  whilst  our  Federal 
Union  is  admirably  fitted  to  accomplish  all  the 
national  purposes  for  which  it  was  intended, 
there  are  delicate  subjects,  exclusively  apper- 
taining to  the  several  States,  which  cannot  be 
touched  but  by  them,  without  the  greatest 
hazard  to  the  public  tranquillity.  They  resem- 
ble those  secluded  apartments  in  our  respective 
domicils,  which  are  dedicated  to  family  privacy, 
into  which  our  nearest  andbest  neighbors  should 
not  enter.  Let  us  terminate  the  session  by 
making  that  officer  the  depository  of  our 
entire  reconciliation,  whose  election  first  eli- 
cited our  divisions,  and  whose  situation  has 
been  extremely  arduous  and  difficult.  For  my 
part,  I  have  great  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the 
assiduity,  impartiality,  ability,  and  promptitude, 
with  which  he  has  administered  the  duties  of 
the  Chair  since  I  was  able  to  take  my  seat.  I 
move  the  following  resolution : 


*  Thus  the  bill  for  the  temporary  government  of  Florida, 
being  a  bill  for  the  temporary  continuation  of  the  Spanish 
despotism  there,  was  passed  without  a  division ;  and  the 
motion  to  amend  that  bill  so  as  to  make  it  compatible  with 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  was  nega- 
tived, and  also  without  a  division. 


Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  he  given 
to  the  honorahle  John  W.  Taylok,  for  the  assiduity, 
promptitude,  and  ahility,  with  wliioh  he  has  adminis- 
tered the  duties  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  (who  was  tempora- 
rily in  the  Chair,)  having  stated  the  question — 

Mr.  Ehba  said  he  hoped  this  resolution  would 
obtain  a  unanimous  vote.  He  had  been  long 
a  member  of  this  House,  and  he  had  never  seen 
the  duties  of  the  Chair  discharged  more  satis- 
factorily than  by  the  present  Speaker.  . 

Mr.  Hakdhj  said,  t.ha\;  it  was  with  great  satis- 
faction he  should  vote  for  this  resolution,  be- 
cause it  met  his  entire  approbation.  To  be 
candid,  the  Speaker  had,  in  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  the  Chair,  far  outgone  his  expecta- 
tions ;  and  he  would  vote  him  the  thanks  pro- 
posed with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  resolution,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
one  negative  voice  only  being  heard. 

Closing  Business. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  biU,  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  borrow  a  sum  not  exceeding 
four  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars;" 
and  the  same  being  read  twice,  were  disagreed 
to. 

That  portion  of  the  said  bill  to  which  the 
third  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  ap- 
plies, reads  thus,  viz :  "  reimbursable  at  the  will 
of  the  Government,  and  at  the  wUl  of  the  cred- 
itor, at  any  time  after  the  first  day  of  January, 
1835." 

The  third  amendment  of  the  Senate  proposes 
to  strike  out  the  words,  and  at  the  will  of  the 
creditor. 

Mr.  Baeboue  moved  to  amend  the  said  third 
amendment  so  as  to  make  the  aforesaid  clause 
in  the  bill  read  thus :  "  reimbursable  at  the  wUl 
of  the  Government  at  any  time  before  the  first 
day  of  January,  1835 ;  and  at  the  will  either  of 
the  Government  or  the  creditor,  at  any  time 
after  that  period." 

And  the  question  being  taken  to  agree  to  this 
amendment,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative ; 
and  the  said  amendment  was  then  concurred  in 
by  the  House. 

The  SpeaJcer''s  Address. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  the  Speaker,  rose  and  addressed 
the  House,  as  follows : 
Gentlemen  of  the  Souse  of  Representatives  : 

Deeply  penetrated  with  a  sense  of  the  kindness  and 
liberality,  which,  in  terms,  and  from  a  source  the 
most  flattering,  have  dictated  the  recent  expression 
of  your  approbation,  I  shall  ever  esteem  it  the  highest 
reward  of  my  public  .services.  If  the  duties  of  the 
Chair  have  been  discharged  in  any  degree  to  your 
satisfaction,  it  is  attributable  chiefly  to  those  feelings 
of  generosity  which  have  covered  my  numerous 
errors,  and  which  have  rendered  to  purity  of  motive 
the  deference  due  to  superior  merit.  My  inexperi- 
ence has  been  compensated  by  your  prudent  coun- 
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eels,  and  by  a  dignified  deportment,  which  has  seldom 
required  the  interposition  of  a  presiding  oiBoer. 

Entertaining,  gentlemen,  for  every  member  of  this 
House  no  other  sentiment  than  respect  and  friend- 
ship; endeared  to  many  by  recollections  of  united 
deliberation  and  effort,  in  a  period  of  great  national 
embarrassment ;  and  grateful  to  all  for  the  magnani- 
mous support  which  constantly  has  been  afforded  me, 
I  shall  never  cease  to  rejoice  in  your  individual  wel- 
fare. 

Carry  with  you,  gentlemen,  to  the  bosom  of  your 
families  and  friends  my  best  wishes  for  your  pros- 
perity, and,  under  the  protecting  care  of  a  benign 
Providence,  may  each  of  you  enjoy  the  continued 
confidence  of  the  wise  and  good,  and  largely  contrib- 
ute to  perpetuate  the  union  and  glory  of  our  com- 
mon countiy. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  joint  com- 
mittee appointed  to  wait  on  the  President  of 


]  the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  are  about  to  adjourn  if  he 
has  no  further  communications  to  make  to  them, 
reported  that  the  committee  had  waited  upon 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  was  in- 
formed by  him  that  he  had  no  further  com- 
munications to  make  to  Congress  at  the  pres- 
ent session., 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate,  having  completed  the 
Legislative  business  before  them,  are  now  ready 
to  adjourn. 

A  message  was  then  sent  to  the  Senate,  by 
the  Clerk,  to  inform  them  that  the  House  is  also 
ready  to  adjourn. 

The  Clerk  having  gone  with  the  said  message, 
and  being  returned,  the  Speaker  adjourned  the 
House,  line  die. 


INAUGURATION   OF   THE    PRESIDENT. 


[From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  Tuesday,  March  6,  1821.] 


The  inauguration  of  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  whose  second  term  of  service  com- 
menced yesterday,  took  place  according  to  pre- 
vious arrangement.  The  oath  of  office  having 
been  administered  to  the  President,  by  Chief 
Justice  Marshall,  he  delivered  the  speech  which 
will  be  found  annexed. 

The  day  proved  very  npfavorable  for  the  at- 
tendance of  spectators,  there  having  fallen  dxir- 
ing  the  preceding  night  a  good  deal  of  snow  and 
rain ;  notwithstanding  which,  an  immense  crowd 
thronged  the  doors  of  the  Capitol.  The  num- 
ber of  persons  who  obtained  admission  within 
the  walls  of  the  Representatives'  chamber 
(gallery  of  course  included)  could  not  have  been 
less  than  two  thousand. 

There  was  not  much  form  about  this  cere- 
mony, which,  in  truth,  requires  no  form  but  the 
forms  of  decency  and  decorum ;  but  the  scene 
was  not  the  less  impressive.  The  President 
was  placed  on  the  platform  in  front  of  the 
Speaker's  Chair ;  the  Chief  Justice  stood  by  his 
side  during  the  delivery  of  the  speech.  The 
Associate  Judges,  the  President  of  the  Senate, 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 'Representatives, 
the  Heads  of  Departments,  and  many  of  our  dis- 
tinguished Military  and  Naval  Officers,  were 
near  him.  Assigned  to  their  proper  places  were 
the  members  of  the  various  Foreign  Legations. 
The  seats  in  the  interior  were  principally  oc- 
cupied by  a  numerous  collection  of  ladies ;  and 
all  around,  above,  and  below,  were  countless 
numbers  of  the  people,  of  whom,  without  dis- 
crimination, as  many  were  admitted,  after  the 


ladies  and  privOeged  persons  were  seated,  as  the 
room  could  accommodate.  On  the  entrance 
and  exit  of  the  President,  the  music  of  the 
Marine  Band  enlivened  the  scene,  which  was 
altogether  characterized  by  simple  grandeur 
and  splendid  simplicity. 

It  is  well,  considering  the  great  crowd  wMch 
filled  the  avenues  to  the  door  of  the  Represent- 
atives' chamber,  and  pressed  onwards  for  ad- 
mittance, that  no  accident  occurred  to  mar  the 
enjoyment  of  those  who  had  the  pleasure  to 
witness  this  truly  Republican  ceremony. 


Inaugural  Speech. 
Yesterday,  at  12  o'clock,  on  taking  the  oath 
to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
the  following  speech  was  delivered  by  James 
MoNEOE,  President  of  the  United  States: 

Fellow-Citizens  :  I  shall  not  attempt  to  describe 
the  grateful  emotions  which  the  new  and  very  distin- 
guished proof  of  the  confidence  of  my  fellow-citizens, 
evinced  by  my  re-election  to  this  high  trust,  has  ex- 
cited in  my  bosom.  The  approbation  which  it  an- 
nounces of  my  conduct,  in  the  preceding  term,  afibrds 
me  a  consolation  which  I  shall  profoundly  feel  throngh 
life.  The  general  accord  with  Which  it  has  been  ex- 
pressed, adds  to  the  great  and  never-ceasing  obliga- 
tions which  it  imposes.  To  merit  the  continuance  of 
this  good  opinion,  and  to  carry  it  with  me  into  my 
retirement,  as  the  solace  of  advancing  years,  will  be 
the  object  of  my  most  zealous  and  unceasing  efforts. 

Having  no  pretension  to  the  high  and  commandmg 
claims  of  my  predecessors,  whose  names  are  so  much 
more  conspicuously  identified  with  our  Revolution, 
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and  who  contributed  so  pre-eminently  to  promote  its 
success,  I  consider  myself  rather  as  the  instrument 
than  the  cause  of  the  union  which  has  prevailed  in 
the  late  election.  In  surmounting,  in  favor  of  my 
homhle  pretensions,  the  difficulties  which  so  often 
produce  division  in  like  occurrences,  it  is  ohvious  that 
other  powerful  causes,  indicating  the  great  strength 
and  stability  of  our  Union,  have  essentially  contrib- 
uted to  draw  you  together.  That  these  powerful 
causes  exist,  and  that  they  are  permanent,  is  my 
fixed  opinion ;  that  they  may  produce  a  like  accord 
in  all  questions,  touching,  however  remotely,  the 
liberty,  prosperity,  and  happiness  of  our  country,  will 
always  be  the  object  of  my  most  fervent  prayers  to 
the  Supreme  Author  of  all  good. 

In  a  Government  which  is  founded  by  the  people, 
who  possess  exclusively  the  sovereignty,  it  seems 
proper  that  the  person  who  may  he  placed  by  their 
suffrages  in  this  high  trust,  should  declare,  on  com- 
mencing its  duties,  the  principles  on  which  he  intends 
to  conduct  the  Administration.  If  the  person,  thus 
elected,  has  served  the  preceding  term,  an  oppor- 
tunity is  afforded  him  to  review  its  principal  occur- 
rences, and  to  give  such  further  explanation  respect- 
ing them  as,  in  his  judgment,  may  be  useful  to  his 
constituents.  The  events  of  one  year  have  influence 
on  those  of  another ;  and,  in  like  manner,  of  a  pre- 
ceding on  the  succeeding  Administration.  The  move- 
ments of  a  great  nation  are  connected  in  all  their 
parts.  If  errors  have  been  committed,  they  ought  to 
be  corrected ;  if  the  policy  is  sound,  it  ought  to  be 
supported.  It  is  by  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
whole  subject  that  our  fellow-citizens  are  enabled  to 
judge  correctly  of  the  past,  and  to  ^ve  a  proper 
direction  to  the  future. 

Just  before  the  commencement  of  the  last  term, 
the  United  States  had  concluded  a  war  with  a  very 
powerful  nation,  on  conditions  equal  and  honorable 
to  both  parties.  The  events  of  that  war  are  too  re- 
cent, and  too  deeply  impressed  on  the  memory  of  all, 
to  require  a  development  from  me.  Our  commerce 
had  been,  in  a  great  measure,  driven  from  the  sea ; 
our  Atlantic  and  inland  frontiers  were  invaded  in 
almost  every  part ;  the  waste  of  life  along  our  coast, 
and  on  some  parts  of  our  inland  frontiers,  to  the  de- 
fence of  which  our  gallant  and  patriotic  citizens  were 
called,  was  immense ;  in  addition  to  which,  not  less 
than  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  dollars 
were  added  at  its  end  to  the  public  debt. 

As  soon  as  the  war  had  terminated,  the  nation, 
admonished  by  its  events,  resolved  to  place  itself  in 
a  situation  wMch  should  be  better  calculated  to  pre- 
vent the  recurrence  of  a  like  evU,  and,  in  case  it 
should  recur,  to  mitigate  its  calamities.  With  this 
view,  after  reducing  our  land  force  to  the  basis  of  a 
peace  establishment,  which  has  been  further  modified 
since,  provision  was  made  for  the  construction  of  for- 
tifications at  proper  points,  through  the  whole  extent 
of  our  coast,  and  such  an  augmentation  of  our  naval 
force,  as  should  be  well  adapted  to  both  purposes. 
The  laws,  making  this  provision,  were  passed  in 
1815  and  1816,  and  it  has  been  since,  the  constant 
effort  of  the  Executive  to  carry  them  into  effect. 

The  advantage  of  these  fortifications,  and  of  an 
augmented  naval  force,  in  the  extent  contemplated, 
in  point  of  economy,  has  been  fully  illustrated,  by  a 
report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers  and  Naval  Gom- 
missioners,  lately  communicated  to  Congress,  by 
which  it  appears,  that  in  an  invasion  by  twenty 
thousand  men,  with  a  correspondent  naval  force,  in 


a  campaign  of  six  months  only,  the  whole  expense 
of  the  construction  of  the  works  would  be  defrayed 
by  the  difference  in  the  sum  necessary  to  maintain 
the  force  which  would  be  adequate  to  our  defence 
with  the  aid  of  those  works,  and  that  which  would  be 
incurred  without  them.  The  reason  of  this  differ- 
ence is  obvious.  If  fortifications  are  judiciously 
placed  on  our  great  inlets,  as  distant  from  our  cities 
as  circumstances  will  permit,  they  will  form  the  only 
points  of  attack,  and  the  enemy  will  be  detained 
there  by  a  small,  regular  force,  a  sufficient  time  to 
enable  our  militia  to  collect,  and  repair  to  that  on 
which  the  attack  is  made.  A  force  adequate  to  the 
enemy,  collected  at  that  single  point,  with  suitable 
preparation  for  such  others  as  might  be  menaced,  is 
all  that  would  be  reqinsite.  But,  if  there  were  no 
fortifications,  then  the  enemy  might  go  where  he 
pleased,  and,  changing  his  position,  and  sailing  from 
place  to  place,  our  force  must  be  called  out  and 
spread  in  vast  numbers  along  the  whole  coast,  and 
on  both  sides  of  every  bay  and  river,  as  high  up  in 
each  as  it  might  be  navigable  for  ships  of  war.  By 
these  fortifications,  supported  by  our  navy,  to  which 
they  would  afford  like  support,  we  should  present  to 
other  powers  an  armed  front  from  St.  Croix  to  the 
Sabine,  which  would  protect,  in  the  event  of  war, 
our  whole  coast  and  interior  from  invasion  ;  and  even 
in  the  wars  of  other  powers,  in  which  we  were  neu- 
tral, they  would  be  found  eminently  useful,  as,  by 
keeping  their  public  ships  at  a  distance  from  our 
cities,  peace  and  order  in  them  would  be  preserved, 
and  the  Government  be  protected  from  insult. 

It  need  scarcely  be  remarked,  that  tbese  measures 
have  not  been  resorted  to  in  a  spirit  of  hostility  to 
other  powers.  Such  a  disposition  does  not  exist 
towards  any  power.  Peace  and  good  will  have  been, 
and  will  hereafter  be,  cultivated  with  all,  and  by  the 
most  faithful  regard  to  justice.  They  have  been 
dictated  by  a  love  of  peace,  of  economy,  and  an  ear- 
nest desire  to  save  the  lives  of  our  fellow-citizens 
from  that  destruction,  and  our  country  from  that  de- 
vastation, which  are  inseparable  from  war,  when  it 
finds  us  unprepared  for  it.  It  is  believed,  and  expe- 
rience has  shown,  that  such  a  preparation  is  the  best 
expedient  that  can  be  resorted  to,  to  prevent  war. 
I  add  with  much  pleasure,  that  considerable  progress 
has  already  been  made  in  these  measures  of  defence, 
and  that  they  will  be  completed  in  a  few  years, 
considering  the  great  extent  and  importance  of  the 
object,  if  the  plan  be  zealously  and  steadUy  perse- 
vered in. 

The  conduct  of  the  Govermneut,  m  what  relates  to 
foreign  powers,  is  always  an  object  of  the  highest 
importance  to  the  nation.  Its  agriculture,  commerce, 
manufactures,  fisheries,  revenue ;  in  short,  its  peace, 
may  all  be  affected  by  it.  Attention  is,  thereforOj 
due  to  this  subject. 

At  the  period  adverted  to,  the  powers  of  Europe, 
after  having  been  engaged  in  long  and  destructive 
wars  with  each  other,  had  concluded  a  peace,  which 
happily  still  exists.  Our  peace  with  the  power  with 
whom  we  had  been  engaged,  had  also  been  con- 
cluded. The  war  between  Spain  and  the  colonics  in 
South  America,  which  had  commenced  many  years 
before,  was  then  the  only  conflict  that  remained  un- 
settled. This  being  a  contest  between  different  parts 
of  the  same  community,  in  which  other  powers  had 
not  interfered,  was  not  affected  by  their  accommo- 
dations. 

This  contest  was   considered,  at  an  early  stage, 
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by  my  predecessor,  a  civil  war,  in  which  the  parties 
were  entitled  to  equal  rights  in  our  ports.  This  de- 
cision, the  first  made  by  any  power,  being  formed  on 
great  consideration  of  the  comparative  strength  and 
resources  of  the  parties,  the  length  of  time,  and  suc- 
cessful opposition  made  by  the  colonies,  and  of  all 
other  circumstances  on  which  it  ought  to  depend, 
was  in  strict  accord  with  the  law  of  nations.  Con- 
gress has  invariably  acted  on  this  principle,  having 
made  no  change  in  our  relations  with  either  party. 
Our  attitude  has,  therefore,  been  that  of  neutrality 
between  them,  which  has  been  maintained  by  the 
Government  with  the  strictest  impartiahty.  No  aid 
has  been  afforded  to  either,  nor  has  any  privilege 
been  enjoyed  by  the  one,  which  has  not  been  equally 
open  to  the  other  party ;  and  every  exertion  has  been 
made  in  its  power,  to  enforce  the  execution  of  the 
laws  prohibiting  illegal  equipments,  with  equal  rigor 
against  both. 

By  this  equality  between  the  parties,  their  public 
vessels  have  been  received  in  our  ports  on  the  same 
footing ;  they  have  enjoyed  an  equal  right  to  pur- 
chase and  export  arms,  munitions  of  war,  and  every 
other  supply— ^the  exportation  of  all  articles  whatever 
being  permitted  under  laws  which  were  passed  long 
before  the  commencement  of  the  contest ;  our  citizens 
have  traded  equally  with  both,  and  their  commerce 
with  each  has  been  alike  protected  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Respecting  the  attitude  which  it  may  be  proper  for 
the  United  States  to  maintain  hereafter  between  the 
parties,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  it  as  my  opin- 
ion, that  the  neutrality  heretofore  observed  should 
still  be  adhered  to.  From  the  change  in  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Spain,  and  the  negotiation  now  depending, 
invited  by  the  Cortes  and  accepted  by  the  colonies,  it 
may  be  presumed  that  their  differences  will  be  settled 
on  the  terms  proposed  by  the  colonies.  Should  the 
war  be  continued,  the  United  States,  regarding  its 
occurrences,  will  always  have  it  in  their  power  to 
adopt  such  measures  respecting  it  as  their  honor  and 
interest  may  require. 

Shortly  after  the  general  peace,  a  band  of  adven- 
turers took  advantage  of  this  conflict,  and  of  the  fa- 
cility which  it  afforded,  to  establish  a  system  of  buc- 
caneering in  the  neighboring  seas,  to  the  great  an- 
noyance of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and, 
as  was  represented,  of  that  of  other  powers.  Of  this 
spirit,  and  of  its  injurious  bearing  on  the  United 
States,  strong  proofs  were  afforded  by  the  establish- 
ment at  Amelia  Island,  and  the  purposes  to  which  it 
was  made  instrumental  by  this  band  in  1817,  and 
by  the  occurrences  which  took  place  in  other  parts 
of  Florida,  in  1818,  the  details  of  which,  in  both  in- 
stances, are  too  well  known  to  require  to  be  now  re- 
cited. I  am  satisfied  had  a  less  decisive  course  been 
adopted,  that  the  worst  consequences  would  have 
resulted  from  it.  We  have  seen  that  these  checks, 
decisive  as  they  were,  were  not  sufficient  to  crush 
that  piratical  spu-it.  Many  culprits  brought  within 
our  limits,  ha,ve  been  condemned  to  suffer  death,  the 
punishment  due  to  that  atrocious  crime.  The  deci- 
sions of  upright  and  enlightened  tribunals  fall  equally 
on  all,  whose  crimes  subject  them,  by  a  fair  inter- 
pretation of  the  law,  to  its  censure.  It  belongs  to 
the  Executive  not  to  suffer  the  executions,  under 
these  decisions,  to  transcend  the  great  purpose  for 
which  punishment  is  necessary.  The  full  benefit  of 
example  being  secured,  policy,  as  well  as  humanity, 
equally  forbids  that  they  should  be  carried  further. 


I  have  acted  on  this  principle,  pai-doning  those  who 
appear  to  have  been  led  astray  by  ignorance  of  the 
criminality  of  the  acts  they  had  committed,  and 
suffering  the  law  to  take  effect  on  those  only  in 
whose  favor  no  extenuating  circumstances  could  be 
urged. 

Great  confidence  is  entertained  that  the  treaty 
with  Spain,  which  has  been  ratified  by  both  the 
parties,  and  the  ratifications  whereof  have  been  ex- 
changed, has  placed  the  relations  of  the  two  countries 
on  a  basis  of  permanent  friendship.  The  provision 
made  by  it  for  such  of  our  citizens  as  have  claims  on 
Spain,  of  the  character  described,  will,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, be  very  satisfactoiy  to  them ;  and  the  boun- 
dary which  is  established  between  the  territories  of 
the  parties,  westward  of  the  Mississippi,  heretofore  in 
dispute,  has,  it  is  thought,  been  settled  on  conditions 
just  and  advantageous  to  both.  But,  to  the  acquisi- 
tion of  Florida,  too  much  importance  cannot  be  at- 
tached. It  secures  to  the  United  States  a  territory 
important  in  itself,  and  whose  importance  is  much 
increased  by  its  bearing  on  many  of  the  highest  in- 
terests of  the  Union.  It  opens  to  several  of  the 
neighboring  States  a  free  passage  to  the  ocean, 
through  the  province  ceded,  by  several  rivers,  having 
their  sources  high  up  within  their  limits.  It  se- 
cures us  against  all  future  annoyance  from  powerful 
Indian  tribes.  It  gives  us  several  excellent  harbors 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  for  ships  of  war  of  the  largest 
size.  It  covers,  by  its  position  in  the  Gulf,  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  other  great  waters  within  our  extended 
limits,  and  thereby  enables  the  United  States  to 
afford  complete^  protection  to  the  vast  and  very  val- 
uable productions  of  our  whole  Western  country, 
which  find  a  market  through  those  streams. 

By  a  treaty  with  the  British  Government,  bearing 
date  on  the  twentieth  of  October,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighteen,  the  convention  regulating  the 
commerce  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  concluded  on  the  third  of  July,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  which  was  about  expiring, 
was  revived  and  continued  for  the  term  of  ten  years 
from  the  time  of  its  expiration.  By  that  treaty,  also, 
the  differences  which  bad  arisen  under  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent,  respecting  the  right  claimed  by  the  United 
States  for  their  citizens,  to  take  and  cure  fish  on  the 
coast  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  dominions  in  Ameri- 
ca, with  other  differences  on  important  interests, 
were  adjusted,  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  parties. 
No  agreement  has  yet  been  entered  into  respecting 
the  commerce  between  the  United  States  and  the 
British  dominions  in  the  West  Indies,  and  on  this 
continent.  The  restraints  imposed  on  that  com- 
merce by  Great  Britain,  and  reciprocated  by  the 
United  States,  on  a  principle  of  defence,  continue 
still  in  force. 

The  negotiation  with  France  for  the  regulation  of 
the  commercial  relations  between  the  two  countries, 
which,  in  the  course  of  last  summer,  had  been  com- 
menced at  Paris,  has  since  been  transferred  to  this 
city,  and  will  be  pm-sued,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  spirit  of  conciliation,  and  with  an  ear- 
nest desire  that  it  may  terminate  in  an  arrangement 
satisfactory  to  both  parties. 

Our  relations  with  the  Barbary  powers  are  pre- 
served in  the  same  state,  and  by  the  same  means, 
that  were  employed  when  I  came  into  this  office. 
As  early  as  1801,  it  was  found  necessary  to  send  a 
squadron  into- the  Mediterranean,  for  the  protection 
of  our  commerce,  and  no  period  has  intervened,  a 
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short  time  excepted,  when  it  was  thought  advisable 
to  withdraw  it.  The  great  interest  which  the  United 
States  have  in  the  Pacific,  in  commerce,  and  in  the 
fisheries,  have  also  made  it  necessary  to  maintain  a 
naval  force  there.  In  disposing  of  this  force,  in  both 
instances,  the  most  effectual  measures  in  our  power 
have  been  taken,  without  interfering  with  its  other 
duties,  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  and  of 
piracy,  in  the  neighboring  seas. 

The  situation  of  the  United  States,  in  regard  to 
their  resources,  the  extent  of  their  revenue,  and  the 
facility  with  which  it  is  raised,  afibrds  a  most  grati- 
fying spectacle.  The  payment  of  nearly  sixty-seven 
millions  of  dollars  of  the  public  debt,  with  the  great 
progress  made  in  measures  of  defence,  and  in  other 
improvements  of  various  kinds,  since  the  late  war, 
are  conclusive  proofs  of  this  extraordinary  prosperity, 
especially  when  it  is  recoEected  that  these  expendi- 
tures have  been  defrayed,  without  a  burden  on  the 
people,  the  direct  tax  and  excise  having  been  repealed 
soon  after  the  conclusion  of  the  late  war,  and  the 
revenue  applied  to  these  great  objects  having  been 
raised  in  a  manner  not  to  be  felt.  Our  great  re- 
sources, therefore,  remain  untouched,  for  any  pur- 
pose which  may  affect  the  vital  interests  of  the  na- 
tion. For  all  such  purposes  they  are  inexhaustible. 
They  are  more  especially  to  be  found  in  the  virtue, 
patriotism,  and  intelligence,  of  our  fellow-citizens, 
and  in  the  devotion  with  which  they  would  yield 
up,  by  any  just  measure  of  taxation,  all  their  prop- 
erty in  support  of  the  rights  and  honor  of  their  coun- 

*^-  ... 

Under  the  present  depression  of  prices,  affecting  aU 

the  productions  of  the  country,  and  every  branch  of 
industry,  proceeding  from  causes  explained  on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  the  revenue  has  considerably  dimin- 
ished ;  the  effect  of  which  has  been  to  compel  Con- 
gress either  to  sibandon  these  great  measures  of  de- 
fence, or  to  resort  to  loans  or  internal  taxes  to  sup- 
ply the  deficiency.  On  the  presumption  that  this 
depression,  and  the  deficiency  in  the  revenue  arising 
from  it,  would  be  temporary,  loans  were  authorized 
for  the  demands  of  the  last  and  present  year.  Anx- 
ious to  relieve  my  fellow-citizens  in  1817,  from  every 
burden  which  could  be  dispensed  with,  and  the  state 
of  the  Treasury  permitting  it,  I  recommended  the 
repeal  of  the  internal  taxes,  knowing  that  such  relief 
was  then  peculiarly  necessary,  in  consequence  of  the 
great  exertions  made  in  the  late  war.  I  made  that 
recommendation  under  a  pledge  that,  should  the 
public  exigencies  require  a  recurrence  to  them  at  any 
time  while  I  remained  in  this  trust,  I  would,  with 
equal  promptitude,  perform  the  duty  which  would 
then  be  alike  incumbent  on  me.  By  the  experiment 
now  making  it  will  be  seen,  by  the  next  session  of 
Congress,  whether  the  revenue  shall  have  been  so 
augmented  as  to  be  adequate  to  all  these  necessary 
purposes.  Should  the  deficiency  still  continue,  and 
especially  should  it  be  probable  that  it  would  be  per- 
manent, the  course  to  be  pursued  appears  to  me  to 
be  obvious.  I  am  satisfied  that,  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances, loans  may  be  resorted  to  with  great  ad- 
vantage. I  am  equally  well  satisfied,  as  a  general 
rule,  that  the  demands  of  the  current  year,  especially 
in  time  of  peace,  should  be  provided  for  by  the  rev- 
enue of  that  year.  I  have  never  dreaded,  nor  have 
I  ever  shunned,  in  any  situation  in  which  I  have 
been  placed,  making  appeals  to  the  virtue  and  pa- 
triotism of  my  feUow-citizens,  well  knowing  that  they 
could  never  be  made  in  vain,  especially  iu  times  of 


great  emergency,  or  for  purposes  of  high  national 
importance.  Independently  of  the  exigency  of  the 
case,  many  considerations  of  great  weight  urge  a 
policy  having  in  view  a  provision  of  revenue  to  meet, 
to  a  certain  extent,  the  demands  of  the  nation,  vrith- 
out  relying  altogether  on  the  precarious  resource  of 
foreign  commerce.  I  am  satined  that  internal  du- 
ties and  excises,  with  corresponding  imposts  on  for- 
eign articles  of  the  same  kind,  would,  without  impos- 
ing any  serious  burdens  on  the  people,  enhance  the 
price  of  produce,  promote  our  manufactures,  and  aug- 
ment the  revenue,  at  the  same  time  that  they  made 
it  more  secure  and  pet^ianent. 

The  care  of  the  Indian  tribes  within  our  limits 
has  long  been  an  essential  part  of  our  system,  but, 
unfortunately,  it  has  not  been  executed  in  a  manner 
to  accomplish  all  the  objects  intended  by  it.  We 
have  treated  them  as  independent  nations  without 
their  having  any  substantial  pretension  to  that  rank. 
The  distinction  has  flattered  their  pride,  retarded 
their  improvement,  and,  in  many  instances,  paved 
the  way  to  their  destruction.  The  progress  of  our 
settlements  westward,  supported  as  they  are  by  a 
dense  population,  has  constantly  driven  them  back, 
with  almost  the  total  sacrifice  of  the  lands  which 
they  have  been  compelled  to  abandon.  They  have 
claims  on  the  magnanimity,  and,  I  may  add,  on  the 
justice  of  this  nation,  which  we  must  all  feel.  We 
should  become  their  real  benefactors,  we  should  per- 
form the  ofiice  of  their  Great  Father,  the  endearing 
title  which  they  emphatically  give  to  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  our  Union.  Their  sovereignty  over  vast 
territories  should  cease,  in  lieu  of  which  the  right  of 
soil  should  be  secured  to  each  individual,  and  his 
posterity,  in  competent  portions,  and  for  the  terri- 
tory thus  ceded  by  each  tribe  some  reasonable  equiva- 
lent should  be  granted,  to  be  vested  in  permanent 
funds  for  the  support  of  civil  government  over  them, 
and  for  the  education  of  their  children,  for  their  in- 
stmctibn  in  the  arts  of  husbandry,  and  to  provide  sus- 
tenance for  them  until  they  could  provide  it  for  them- 
selves. My  earnest  hope  is,  that  Congress  will  digest 
some  plan,  founded  on  these  principles,  with  such  im- 
provements as  their  wisdom  may  suggest,  and  carry 
it  into  effect  as  soon  as  it  may  by  practicable. 

Europe  is  again  unsettled,  and  the  prospect  of  war 
increasing.  Should  the  flame  light  up  in  any  quarter, 
how  far  it  may  extend  it  is  impossible  to  foresee.  It 
is  our  peculiar  felicity  to  be  altogether  unconnected 
with  the  causes  which  produce  this  menacing  aspect 
elsewhere.  With  every  power  we  are  in  perfect 
amity,  and  it  is  our  interest  to  remain  so,  if  it  be 
practicable  on  just  conditions.  I  see  no  reasonable 
cause  to  apprehend  variance  with  any  power,  unless 
it  proceed  from  a  violation  of  oiu:  maritime  rights. 
In  these  contests,  should  they  occur,  and  to  what- 
ever extent  they  may  be  carried,  we  shall  be  neu- 
tral ;  but  as  a  neutral  power  we  have  rights  which 
it  is  our  duty  to  maintain.  For  light  injuries  it  will 
be  incumbent  on  us  to  seek  redress  in  a  spirit  of 
amity,  in  fuU  confidence  that,  injuring  none,  none 
would  knowingly  injure  us.  For  more  imminent 
dangers  we  should  be  prepared,  and  it  should  always 
be  recollected  that  such  preparation,  adapted  to  the 
circumstances,  and  sanctioned  by  the  judgment  and 
wishes  of  our  constituents,  cannot  fail  to  have  a  good 
effect,  in  averting  dangers  of  every  kind.  We  should 
recollect  also  that  the  season  of  peace  is  best  adapted 
to  these  preparations. 

If  we  turn  our  attention,  fellow-citizens,  more  im- 
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mediately  to  the  internal  concerns  of  our  country, 
and  more  especially  to  those  on  which  its  future  wel- 
fare depends,  we  have  every  reason  to  anticipate  the 
happiest  results.  It  is  now  rather  more  thau  forty- 
four  years  since  we  declared  our  independence,  and 
thirty-seven  since  it  was  acknowledged.  The  talents 
and  virtues  which  were  displayed  in  that  great 
struggle  were  a  sure  presage  of  all  that  has  since  fol- 
lowed. A  people  who  were  able  to  surmount  in 
their  infant  state  such  great  perils,  would  be  more 
competent  as  they  rose  into  manhood  to  repel  any 
whioh  they  meet  in  their  progress.  Their  physical 
strength  would  be  more  adequate  to  foreign  danger, 
and  the  practice  of  self-government,  aided  by  the 
light  of  experience,  could  not  fail  to  produce  an  effect 
equally  salutary  on  all  those  questions  connected  with 
the  internal  organization.  These  favorable  anticipa- 
tions have  been  realized.  In  our  whole  system,  Na- 
tional and  State,  we  have  shunned  all  the  defects 
which  unceasingly  preyed  on  the  vitals  and  destroy- 
ed the  ancient  republics.  In  them  there  were  dis- 
tinct orders,  a  nobility  and  a  people,  or  the  people 
governed  in  one  assembly.  Thus,  in  the  one  in- 
stance there  was  a  perpetual  conflict  between  the 
orders  in  society  for  the  ascendency,  in  which  the 
victory  of  either  terminated  in  the  overthrow  of  the 
Government  and  the  ruin  of  the  State.  In  the  other, 
in  which  the  people  governed  in  a  body,  and  whose 
dominions  seldom  exceeded  the  dimensions  of  a  coun- 
ty in  one  of  our  States,  a  tumultuous  and  disorderly 
movement  permitted  only  a  transitory  existence.  In 
this  great  nation  there  is  but  one  order,  that  of  the 
people,  whose  power,  by  a  peculiarly  happy  improve- 
ment of  the  representative  principle,  is  transferred 
from  th^m  without  impairing  in  the  slightest  degree 
their  sovereignty,  to  bodies  of  their  own  creation, 
and  to  persons  elected  by  themselves,  in  the  full  ex- 
tent necessary  for  all  the  purposes  of  a  free,  en- 
lightened, and  efficient  Government.  The  whole 
system  is  elective,  the  complete  sovereignty  being  in 
the  people,  and  every  officer  in  every  department  de- 
riving his  authority  from  and  being  responsible  to 
them  for  his  conduct. 

Our  career  has  corresponded  with  this  great  out- 
line. Perfection  in  our  organization  could  not  have 
been  expected  in  the  outset,  either  in  the  National 
or  State  Governments,  or  in  tracing  the  line  between 
their  respective  powers,  But  no  serious  conflict  has 
arisen,  nor  any  contest  but  such  as  are  managed  by 
argument,  and  by  a  fair  appeal  to  the  good  sense  of 
the  people ;  and  many  of  the  defects  which  experience 


had  clearly  demonstrated,  in  both  Governments  have 
been  remedied.  By  steadily  pursuing  this  course,  in 
this  spirit,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  our 
system  will  soon  attain  the  highest  degree  of  perfec- 
tion of  which  human  institutions  are  capable,  and  that 
the  movement,  in  all  its  branches,  will  exhibit  such 
a  degree  of  order  and  harmony,  as  to  command  the 
admiration  and  respect  of  the  civilized  world. 

Our  physical  attainments  have  not  been  loss  emi- 
nent. Twenty-five  years  ago  the  river  Mississippi 
was  shut  up,  and  our  Western  brethren  had  no  out- 
let for  their  commerce.  What  has  been  the  pro- 
gress since  that  time  ?  The  river  has  not  only  be- 
come the  property  of  the  United  States  from  its 
source  to  the  ocean,  with  all  its  tributary  streams, 
(with  the  exception  of  the  upper  part  of  the  Eed 
River  only,)  but  Louisiana,  with  a  fair  and  liberal 
boundary  on  the  western  side,  and  the  Floridas  on  the 
eastern,  have  been  ceded  to  us.  The  United  States 
now  enjoy  the  complete  and  uninterrupted  sovereignty 
over  the  whole  territory  from  St  Croix  to  the  Sabine. 
New  States,  settled  from  among  ourselves  in  this, 
and  in  other  parts,  have  been  admitted  into  our  Union, 
in  equal  participation  in  the  national  sovereignty 
with  the  original  States.  Our  population  has  aug- 
mented in  an  astonishing  degree,  and  extended  in 
every  direction.  We  now,  fellow-citizens,  comprise 
within  our  limits  the  dimensions  and  faculties  of  a 
great  povcer,  under  a  Government  possessmg  all  the 
energies  of  any  Government  ever  known  to  the  old 
world,  with  an  utter  inoapacity  to  oppress  the 
people. 

Entering,  with  these  views,  the  office  which  I  have 
just  solemnly  sworn  to  execute  with  fidelity,  and  to 
the  utmost  of  my  ability,  I  derive  great  satisfaction 
from  a  knowledge  that  I  shall  be  assisted  in  the  seve- 
ral departments  by  the  very  enlightened  and  upright 
citizens  from  whom  I  have  received  so  much  aid  in 
the  preceding  term.  With  full  confidence  in  the 
continuance  of  that  candor,  and  generous  indulgence, 
from  my  fellow-citizens  at  large,  which  I  have  here- 
tofore experienced,  and,  with  a  firm  reliance  on  the 
protection  of  Almighty  God,  I  shall  forthwith  com- 
mence the  duties  of  the  high  trust  to  whioh  you  have 
called  me. 

Daotel  D.  Tompkins  took  the  constitutional 
oath  on  entering  his  second  term  of  service  in 
the  office  of  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  at  his  own  residence,  on  Saturday,  the 
third  instant. 
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BEGUN   AT    THE    CITY    OF   WASHINGTON,   DECElfBEK    3,   1821. 


PEOCEEDmGS  m  THE  SENATE.* 


Monday,  December  3,  1821. 
The  first-session  of  the  Seventeenth  Congress, 
conformably  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  commenced  this  day  at  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, and  the  Senate  assembled. 


David  L.  Moeeili,  and  Jorar  F.  Paeeott,  from 
the  State  of  New  Hampshire. 

Elijah  Boaedmau  and  Jambs  Lakman,  from 
Connecticnt. 

James  D'Wolf  and  Nehbmiah  E.  Ejjight, 
from  Rhode  Island. 

WnxiAM  A.  Paimee  and  Hoeatio  Sktmoub, 
from  Vermont. 

RuFus  Koia  and  Mabttnt  Van  BuEEif,  from 
New  York. 

Mahxost  Diokebson  and  Samuel  L.  Sodth- 
AED,  from  New  Jersey. 

Waltee  Loweie,  from  Pennsylvania. 

James  Baeboue  and  James  Pleasants,  from 
Virginia. 

NATHAinEL  Macon  and  Montfoet  Stokes, 
from  North  Carolina. 

John  Gaillaed  and  Wdxiam  Smith,  from 
South  Carolina. 

RioHAED  M.  Johnson,  from  Kentucky. 

John  Williams  and  John  H.  Eaton,  from 
Tennessee. 

Benjamin  EuflGLES,  from  Ohio. 


*  LIST  OF  MEMBEES  OF  THE  SENATE. 
Mavti6. — John  Chandler,  John  Holmes. 
New  HmnipaMre.—'DmiA.  L.  Morrill,  John  F.  Parrott 
Ma^(ichu86tt8. — Harrison  Gray  Otis,  Elijah  H.  Mills. 
Rhode  Island. — James  D'  Wolf,  Nehemiah  E.  Knight. 
Vermoni. — William  A-  Palmer,  Horatio  Seymonrr 
Cov/necHcui. — Elijah  Boardman,  James  Lanman. 
N&w  York. — Enfos  King,  Martin  Van  Buren. 
yew  Jersey. — Mahlon  Dickerson,  Samnel  L.  Southard. 
PenjnsyVeatiia. — Walter  Lowrie,  William  Findlay. 
Delaware. — ^Nicholas  "Van  Dyke,  Cassar  Augastns  Eodney. 
Maryland. — Edward  Lloyd,  William  Pinkney. 


James  Beown  and  Henbt  Johnson,  from 
Louisiana. 

James  Noble  and  Wallee  Tatloe,  from  In- 
diana. 

David  Holmes  and  Thomas  H.  Williams, 
from  Mississippi. 

Jesse  B.  Thomas,  from  Illinois. 

John  Chandlee  and  John  Holmes,  from 
Maine. 

David  Baeton,  from  Missouri. 

John  Gaillaed,  President  ^ro  tempore,  re- 
sumed the  Chair. 

Elijah  Boaedman,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth 
day  of  March  last ;  Hoeatio  Setmoue,  appoint- 
ed a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Vermont,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  commen- 
cing on  the  fourth  day  of  March  last;  James 
D'Wolf,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations,  for  the  term  of  six  years, 
commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of  March  last ; 
Maetin  Van  Bueen,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth 
day  of  last  March ;  John  Henet  Eaton,  ap- 
pointed a  Senator  "by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  for  the  term  of  six  years, 
commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of  March  last ; 
David  Holmes,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 


Virginia. — James  Barbour,  James  Pleasants. 
SbrOi  Carolina.— 'Na.ths.niel  Macon,  Montfort  Stokes. 
South  Carolina.— John  Gaillard,  William  Smith. 
Georgia. — John  EUiot,  Nicholas  Ware. 
Alabama.— yfiBiitm  Eufus  King. 
Zouisiana. — James  Brown,  Henry  Johnson. 
Miaeissippi.—Dmi.  Holmes,  Thomas  H.  'Williams. 
Tennessee. — John  Williams,  John  H.  Eaton. 
Kentucky. — Eichard  M.  Johnson,  Isham  Talbot. 
Ohio. — ^Benjamin  Euggles,  William  A.  Trimble. 
IndiaTia. — James  Noble,  Waller  Taylor. 
lUinois. — Jesse  B.  Thomas,  Ninian  Edwards. 
Missouri. — ^David  Barton,  Thomas  H.  Benton. 


188 


ABEIDGMENT  OF  THE 


Senate.] 


Preaident's  Awmud  Message. 


December,  182: 


Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  for  the 
tei-m  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth 
day  of  March  last ;  and  David  Babton,  ap- 
pointed a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Missouri,  respectively  produced  their 
credentials,  which  were  read;  and  the  oath 
prescribed  by  law  was  administered  to  them, 
and  they  took  their  seats  in  the  Senate. 

The  oath  was  also  administered  to  Messrs. 
Holmes,  of  Maine,  Southaed,  Baeboue,  Etjg- 
6LE8,  and  Noble  ;  their  credentials  having  been 
read  and  filed  during  the  last  session. 

A  quorum  being  present — 

On  motion,  a  committee  was  ordered  to  be 
appointed,  jointly  with  such  committee  as  should 
be  appointed  by  the  House  of  Representatives, 
to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  inform  him  that  the  two  Houses  were  as- 
sembled, and  ready  to  receive  any  communica- 
tion he  might  have  to  make. 

On  balloting  for  the  committee,  Messrs.  Ma- 
con, of  North  Carolina,  and  King,  of  New 
York,  were  appointed;  and  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 


Tuesday,  December  4. 
IsHAM  Talbot,  from  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 


Wednesday,  December  5. 

Haeeison  Geay  Otis,  from  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

A.  message  from  the  House  of  Eepresenta- 
tives  informed  the  Senate  that  a  quorum  of  the 
House  of  Eepresentatives  is  assembled,  and 
have  elected  Philip  P.  Baeboue,  one  of  the 
Eepresentatives  from  the  State  of  Virginia, 
their  Speaker,  and  Thomas  Dougheety  their 
Clerk,  and  are  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 
They  have  appointed  a  committee  on  their  part, 
to  join  the  committee  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  inform  him  that  a  quorum 
of  the  two  Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready  to 
receive  any  communications  he  may  be  pleased 
to  make  to  them. 

Mr.  Macon  reported,  from  the  joint  commit- 
tee, that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  the  President  in- 
formed the  committee  that  he  would  make  a 
communication  to  the  two  Houses  this  day 

President's  Message. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pebsident  op  the  United  States  : 

Fellaw-cilizens  of  the  Senate 

and  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives  : 
The  progress  of  our  afialrs  since  the  last  session 
has  been  such  as  may  justly  be  claimed  and  expected, 
under  a  Government  deriving  aE  its  povpers  from  an 
enlightened  people,  and  under  laws  formed  by  their 
representatives,  on  great  consideration,  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  promoting  the  welfare  and  happiness  of 
their  constituents.    In  the  execution  of  those  laws, 


and  of  the  powers  vested  by  the  Constitution  in  th 
Executive,  unremitted  attention  has  been  paid  to  tli 
great  objects  to  which  they  extend.  In  the  conceni 
which  are  exclusively  internal,  there  is  good  cause  t 
be  satisfied  with  the  result.  The  laws  have  had  thei 
due  operation  and  efifect.  In  those  relating  to  foreigi 
powers,  I  am  happy  to  state,  that  peace  and  amitj 
are  preserved  with  all,  by  a  strict  observance,  on  boti 
sides,  of  the  rights  of  each.  In  matters  toucliinp 
our  commercial  intercourse,  where  a  difference  ol 
opinion  has  existed,  as  to  the  conditions  on  which  il 
should  be  placed,  each  party  has  pursued  its  own 
policy,  without  giving  just  cause  of  offence  to  the 
other.  In  this  annual  communication,  especially 
when  it  is  addressed  to  a  new  Congress,  the  whole 
scope  of  our  political  concerns  naturally  comes  into 
view ;  that  errors,  if  such  have  been  committed,  may 
be  corrected ;  that  defects,  which  have  become  mani- 
fest, may  be  remedied  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
measures  which  were  adopted  on  due  deliberation 
and  which  experience  has  shown  are  just  in  them- 
selves, and  essential  to  the  public  welfare,  should  be 
persevered  in  and  supported.  In  performing  this  ne- 
cessary and  very  important  duty,  I  shall  endeavor  to 
place  before  yon,  on  its  merits,  eveiy  subject  that  is 
thought  to  be  entitled  to  your  particular  attention,  in 
as  distinct  and  clear  a  light  as  I  may  be  able. 

By  an  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1815,  so  much  of 
the  several  acts  as  imposed  higher  duties  on  the  ton- 
nage of  foreign  vessels,  and  on  the  manufactures  and 
productions  of  foreign  nations,  when  imported  into 
the  United  States  in  foreign  vessels,  than  when  im- 
ported in  vessels  of  the  United  States,  were  repealed, 
so  far  as  respected  the  manufactures  and  productions 
of  the  nation  to  which  such  vessels  belonged,  on  the 
condition,  that  the  repeal  should  take  effect  onlv  in 
favor  of  any  foreign  nation,  when  the  Executive 
should  be  satisfied  that  such  discriminating  duties,  to 
the  disadvantage  of  the  United  States,  had  likewise 
been  repealed  by  such  nation.  By  this  act  a  propo- 
sition was  made  to  all  nations  to  place  our  commerce 
with  each  on  a  basis  which,  it  was  presumed,  would 
be  accfiptable  to  all.  Every  nation  was  allowed  to 
bring  its  manufactnres  and  productions  into  our  ports, 
and  to  take  the  manufactures  and  productions  of  the 
United  States  back  to  their  ports,  in  their  own  ves- 
sels, on  the  same  conditions  that  they  might  be  trans- 
ported_  in  vessels  of  the  United  States ;  and,  in  re- 
turn, it  was  required  that  a  like  accommodation 
should  be  granted  to  the  vessels  of  the  United  States 
in  the  ports  of  other  powers.  The  articles  to  be  ad- 
mitted, or  prohibited  on  either  side,  formed  no  part  of 
the  proposed  arrangement.  Each  party  would  retain 
the  right  to  admit  or  prohibit  such  articles  from  the 
other,  as  it  thought  proper,  and  on  its  own  condi- 
tions. 

When  the  nature  of  the  commerce  between  the 
United  States  and  every  other  country  was  taken 
into  view,  it  was  thought  that  this  proposition  would 
be  considered  fair,  and  even  libera],  by  every  power. 
The  exports  of  the  United  States  consits  generally  of 
articles  of  the  first  necessity,  and  of  rude  materials 
in  demand  for  foreign  manufactories,  of  great  bulk, 
requiring  for  their  transportation  many  vessels,  the 
return  for  which,  in  the  manufactures  and  productions 
of  any  foreign  country,  even  when  disposed  of  there 
to  advantage,  may  be  brought  in  a  smgle  vessel. 
This  observation  is  the  more  especially  appUcable  to 
those  countries  from  which  manufactures  alone  are 
imported,  but  it  applies  in  a  great  extent  to  the  Eu- 
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ropean  dominions  of  every  European  power,  and,  in 
a  certain  extent,  to  all  the  colonies  of  those  powers. 
By  placing,  then,  the  navigation  precisely  on  the 
same  ground,  in  the  transportation  of  exports  and 
imports  between  the  United  States  and  other  coun- 
tries, it  was  presumed  that  all  was  offered  which 
could  be  desired.  It  seemed  to  be  the  only  proposi- 
tion which  could  be  devised,  which  would  retain 
even  the  semblance  of  equality  in  our  favor. 

Many  considerations  of  great  weight,  gave  us  a 
right  to  expect  that  this  commerce  should  be  extend- 
ed to  the  colonies,  as  well  as  to  the  European  domin- 
ions, of  other  powers.  With  the  latter,  especially 
with  countries  exclusively  manufacturing,  the  advan- 
tage was  manifestly  on  their  side.  An  indemnity  for 
that  loss  was  expected  from  a  trade  with  the  colonies, 
and,  with  the  greater  reason,  as  it  was  known  that 
the  supplies  which  the  colonies  derived  from  us  were 
of  the  highest  importance  to  them,  their  labor  being 
bestowed  with  so  much  greater  profit  in  the  culture 
of  other  articles ;  and  because,  likewise,  the  articles, 
of  which  those  supplies  consisted,  forming  so  large  a 
proportion  of  the  exports  of  the  United  States,  were 
never  admitted  into  any  of  the  ports  of  Europe,  ex- 
cept in  cases  of  great  emergency,  to  avert  a  serious 
calamity.  When  no  article  is  admitted  which  is  not 
required  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  party  admitting 
it,  and  admitted  then,  not  in  favor  of  any  particular 
country,  to  the  disadvantage  of  others,  but  on  condi- 
tions equally  applicable  to  all,  it  seems  just  that  the 
articles  thus  admitted  and  invited  should  be  carried 
thither  in  the  vessels  of  the  country  affording  such 
supply,  and  that  the  reciprocity  should  be  found  in  a 
corresponding  accommodation  on  the  other  side.  By 
allowing  each  party  to  participate  in  the  transporta- 
tion of  such  supplies,  on  the  payment  of  equal  ton- 
nage, a  strong  proof  was  afforded  of  an  accommo- 
dating spirit.  To  abandon  to  it  the  transportation 
of  the  whole,  would  be  a  sacrifice  which  ought  not 
to  he  expected.  The  demand,  in  the  present  in- 
stance, would  be  the  more  unreasonable,  in  consider- 
ation of  the  great  inequality  existing  in  the  trade 
with  the  parent  country. 

Such  was  the  basis  of  our  system,  as  established 
by  the  act  of  1815,  and  such  its  true  character.  In 
the  year  in  which  this  act  was  passed,  a  treaty  was 
concluded  with  Great  Britain,  in  strict  conformity 
with  its  principles,  in  regard  to  her  European  domin- 
ions. To  her  colonies,  however,  in  the  West  Indies 
and  on  this  continent,  it  was  not  extended,  the  Brit- 
ish Government  claiming  the  exclusive  supply  of 
those  colonies,  and  from  our  own  ports,  and  of  the 
productions  of  the  colonies  in  return,  in  our  own  ves- 
sels. To  this  claim  the  United  States  could  not  as- 
fient,  and,  in  consequence,  each  party  suspended  the 
intercourse  in  the  vessels  of  the  other,  by  a  prohibi- 
tion, which  still  exists. 

The  same  conditions  were  offered  to  France,  but 
not  accepted.  Her  Government  has  demanded  other 
conditions  more  favorable  to  her  navigation,  and 
which  should  also  give  extraordinary  encouragement 
to  her  manufactures  and  productions  in  ports  of  the 
United  States.  To  these  it  was  thought  improper  to 
accede,  and,  in  consequence,  the  restrictive  regula- 
tions, which  had  been  adopted  on  her  part,  being 
countervailed  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  the 
direct  commerce  between  the  two  countries,  in  the 
vessels  of  each  party,  has  been  in  a  great  measure 
suspended.  It  is  much  to  he  regretted,  that,  although 
a  negotiation  has  been  long  pending,  such  is  the  di- 


versity of  views  entertained,  on  the  various  points 
which  have  been  brought  into  discussion,  that  there 
does  not  appear  to  be  any  reasonable  prospect  of  its 
early  conclusion. 

.Ai  little  cause  has  the  Government  of  France  to 
complain  of  the  seizure  of  the  Apollo,  and  the  remov- 
al of  other  vessels,  from  the  waters  of  the  St.  Mary's. 
It  will  not  be  denied,  that  every  nation  has  a  right 
to  regulate  its  commercial  system  as  it  thinks  fit,  and 
to  enforce  the  collection  of  its  revenue,  provided  it 
be  done  without  an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  other 
powers.  The  violation  o£  its  revenue  laws  is  an 
offence  which  aU  nations  punish — the  punishment 
of  which  gives  no  just  cause  of  complaint  to  the 
power  to  which  the  offenders  belong,  provided  it  be 
extended  to  all  equally.  In  this  case,  every  circum- 
stance which  occurred  indicated  a  fixed  purpose  to 
violate  our  revenue  laws.  Had  the  party  intended 
to  have  pursued  a  fair  trade,  he  would  have  entered 
our  ports,  and  paid  the  duties ;  or,  had  he  intended 
to  carry  on  a  legitimate  circuitous  commerce  with 
the  United  States,  he  would  have  entered  the  port  of 
some  other  power,  landed  his  goods  at  the  custom- 
house according  to  law,  and  reshipped  and  sent  them 
in  the  vessel  of  such  power,  or  of  some  other  power 
which  might  lawfully  bring  them,  free  from  such 
duties,  to  a  port  of  the  United  States.  But  the  con- 
duct of  the  party  in  this  case  was  altogether  different. 
He  entered  the  river  St.  Mary's,  the  boundary  line 
between  the  United  States  and  Florida,  and  took  his 
position  on  the  Spanish  side,  on  which,  in  the  whole 
extent  of  the  river,  there  was  no  town,  no  port,  no 
custom-house,  and  scarcely  any  settlement.  His  pur- 
pose, therefore,  was  not  to  sell  his  goods  to  the  inhab- 
itants of  Florida,  but  to  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
in  exchange  for  their  productions,  which  could  not 
be  done  without  a  direct  and  palpable  breach  of  our 
laws.  It  is  known  that  a  regular  systematic  plan 
had  been  formed  by  certain  persons  for  the  violation 
of  our  revenue  system,  which  made  it  the  more  ne- 
cessary to  check  the  proceeding  in  its  commence- 
ment. 

That  the  unsettled  bank  of  a  river  so  remote  from 
the  Spanish  garrisons  and  population  could  give  no 
protection  to  any  party,  in  such  a  practice,  is  be- 
lieved to  be  in  strict  accord  with  the  law  of  nations. 
It  would  not  have  comported  with  a  friendly  policy, 
in  Spain  herself,  to  have  established  a  custom-house 
there,  since  it  could  have  subserved  no  other  purpose 
than  to  elude  our  revenue  law.  But,  the  Govern- 
ment of  Spain  did  not  adopt  that  measure.  On  the 
contrary,  it  is  understood  that  the  Captain  General 
of  Cuba,  to  whom  an  application  to  that  effect  was 
made,  by  these  adventurers,  bad  not  acceded  to  it. 
The  condition  of  those  provinces  for  many  years  be- 
fore they  were  ceded  to  the  United  States,  need  not, 
now,  be  dwelt  on.  Inhabited  by  different  tribes  of 
Indians,  and  an  inroad  for  every  kind  of  adventurer, 
the  jurisdiction  of  Spain  may  be  said  to  have  been, 
almost  exclusively,  confined  to  her  garrisons.  It  cer- 
tainly could  not  extend  to  places  where  she  had  no 
authority.  The  rules,  therefore,  applicable  to  settled 
countries,  governed  by  laws,  could  not  be  deemed  so 
to  the  deserts  of  Florida,  and  to  the  occurrences 
there.  It  merits  attention,  also,  that  the  terrifory 
had  then  been  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  a 
treaty,  the  ratification  of  which  had  not  been  refused, 
and  which  has  since  been  performed.  Under  any 
circumstances,  therefore,  Spain  became  less  respon- 
sible for  such  acts  committed  there,  and  the  United 
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States  more  at  liberty  to  exercise  authority  to  pre- 
vent so  great  a  mischief.  The  conduct  of  this  Gov- 
ernment has,  in  every  instance,  been  conciliatory 
and  friendly  to  France.  The  construction  of  our  rev- 
enue law,  its  application  to  the  cases  which  have 
formed  the  ground  of  such  serious  uomplaint  on  her 
part,  and  the  order  to  the  Collector  of  St.  Mary's,  in 
accord  with  it,  were  given  two  years  before  these 
oases  occurred,  and  in  reference  to  a  breach  which 
was  attempted  by  the  subjects  of  another  power. 
The  application,  therefore,  to  the  case  in  question, 
was  inevitable.  As  soon  as  the  treaty,  by  which 
these  provinces  were  ceded  to  the  United  States,  was 
ratified,  and  all  danger  of  further  breach  of  our  rev- 
enue laws  ceased,  an  order  was  given  for  the  release 
of  the  vessel,  which  had  been  seized,  and  for  the  dis- 
mission of  the  libel  which  had  been  instituted  against 
her. 

The  principles  of  this  system  of  reciprocity,  found- 
ed on  the  law  of  the  3d  of  March,  1815,  have  been 
since  carried  into  effect  with  the  kingdoms  of  the 
Netherlands,  Sweden,  Prussia,  and  with  Hamburg, 
Bremen,  Lubeck,  and  Oldenburg,  with  a  provision 
made  by  subsequent  laws,  in  regard  to  the  Nether- 
lands, Prussia,  Hamburg,  and  Bremen,  that  such 
produce  and  manufactures,  as  could  only  be,  or  most 
usually  were,  first  shipped  from  the  ports  of  those 
countries,  the  same  being  imported  in  vessels  wholly 
belonging  to  their  subjects,  should  be  considered  and 
admitted  as  their  own  manufactures  and  productions. 

The  Government  of  Norway  has,  by  an  ordinance, 
opened  the  ports  of  that  part  of  the  dominions  of  the 
King  of  Sweden,  to  the  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
upon  the  payment  of  no  other  or  higher  duties  than 
are  paid  by  Norwegian  vessels,  from  whatever  place 
arriving,  and  with  whatever  articles  laden.  They 
have  requested  the  reciprocal  allowances  for  the  ves- 
sels of  Norway  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States.  As 
this  privilege  is  not  within  the  scope  of  the  act  of 
the  3d  of  March,  1815,  and  can  only  be  granted  by 
Congress,  and  as  it  may  involve  the  commercial  rela- 
tions of  the  United  States  with  other  nations,  the 
subject  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 

1  have  presented  thus  fully  to  your  view  our  com- 
mercial relations  with  other  powers,  that,  seeing 
them  in  detail  with  each  power,  and  knowing  the 
basis  on  which  they  rest.  Congress  may,  in  its  wis- 
dom, decide  whether  any  change  ought  to  be  made, 
and  if  any,  in  what  respect.  If  this  basis  is  unjust 
or  unreasonable,  surely  it  ought  to  be  abandoned  ; 
but  if  it  be  just  and  reasonable,  and  any  change  in  it 
win  make  concessions  subversive  of  equality,  and 
tending  in  its  consequences  to  sap  the  foundations  of 
our  prosperity,  then  the  reasons  are  equally  strong, 
for  adhering  to  the  ground  already  taken,  and  sup- 
porting it  by  such  further  regulations  as  may  appear 
to  be  proper,  should  any  additional  support  be  found 
necessary. 

The  question  concerning  the  construction  of  the 
first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  has  been,  by  a 
joint  act  of  the  representatives  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  Great  Britain,  at  the  Court  of  St.  Petersburg, 
submitted  to  the  decision  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  the 
Emperor  of  Russia,  The  result  of  that  submission 
has  not  yet  been  received.  The  Commissioners  un- 
der the  fifth  article  of  that  treaty  not  having  been 
able  to  agree  upon  their  decision,  their  reports  to  the 
two  Governments,  according  to  tie  provisions  of  the 
treaty,  may  he  expected  at  an  early  day. 

With  Spain,  the  treaty  of  February  22,  1819,  has 


been  partly  carried  into  execution.  Possession  o 
East  and  West  Florida  has  been  given  to  the  Unitei 
States,  but  the  officers  charged  with  that  service,  bj 
an  order  from  His  CathoUc  Majesty,  delivered  by  hif 
Minister  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  transmitted 
by  a  special  agent  to  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba, 
to  whom  it  was  directed,  and  in  whom  the  govern- 
ment of  those  provinces  was  vested,  have  not  only 
omitted,  in  contravention  of  the  order  of  their  Sover- 
eion,  the  performance  of  the  express  stipulation,  to 
deliver  over  the  archives  and  documents  relating  to 
the  property  and  sovereignty  of  those  provinces,  all 
of  which  it  was  expected  would  have  been  delivered, 
either  before  or  when  the  troops  were  withdrawn, 
but  defeated,  since,  every  effort  of  the  United  States 
to  obtain  them,  especially  those  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance. This  omission  has  given  rise  to  several  in- 
cidents of  a  painful  nature,  the  character  of  which 
will  be  fully  disclosed  by  the  documents  which  will 
be  hereafter  communicated.* 

In  every  other  circumstance,  the  law  of  the  3d  of 
March  last,  for  carrying  into  effect  that  treaty,  has 
been  duly  attended  to.  For  the  execution  of  that 
part  which  preserved  in  force,  for  the  government  of 
the  inhabitants,  for  the  term  specified,  all  the  civil, 
military,  and  judicial  powers,  exercised  by  the  ex- 
isting Government  of  those  provinces,  an  adequate 
number  of  oiBoers,  as  was  presumed,  were  appointed, 
and  ordered  to  their  respective  stations.  Both  prov- 
inces were  formed  into  one  territory,  and  »  Govern- 
or appointed  for  it ;  but,  in  consideration  of  the  pre 
existing  division,  and  of  the  distance  and  difficulty  of 
communication  between  Pensacola,  the  residence  of 
the  Governor  of  West  Florida,  and  St.  Augustine, 
that  of  the  Governor  of  East  Florida,  at  which  places 
the  inconsiderable  population  of  each  province  was 
principally  collected,  two  Secretaries  were  appointed, 
the  one  to  reside  at  Pensacola,  and  the  other  at  St. 
-iugustine.  Due  attention  was  likewise  paid  to  the 
execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  relating 
to  the  revenue  and  the  slave  trade,  which  were  ex- 
tended to  these  provinces.  The  whole  territory  was 
divided  into  three  collection  districts,  that  part  lymg 
between  the  river  St  Mary's  and  Cape  Florida,  form- 
ing one ;  that  from  the  Cape  to  the  Apalachioola, 
another ;  and  that  from  the  Apalachicola  to  the  Per- 
dido,  the  third.  To  these  districts  the  usual  number 
of  revenue  officers  were  appointed;  and,  to  secure 
the  due  operation  of  these  laws,  one  judge  and  a  dis- 


*  This  paragraph,  and  the  two  following,  relate  to  transac- 
tions at  Pensacola,  in  which  the  Governor  of  the  Floridas, 
(General  Jackson,)  acting  up  to  his  commission  with  tiie 
powers  of  a  Captain  General  of  Cuba,  and  contmuiag  the 
"existing  Spanish  Government "  according  to  the  act  for  the 
temporary  government  of  the  Floridas,  did  things  mUUarUy, 
and  had  collisions  with  the  ex-Spanish  officers,  and  with  the 
United  States  Territorial  Judge,  in  which  he  gave  practical 
evidence  that  the  Territory  (as  the  act  for  its  temporary 
government  provided)  was  governed  quite  independently 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  just  as  it  hud 
been  under  the  Spanish  Government,  all  which  (by  way  ol 
complaint  on  the  part  of  those  who  were  miHtarU^  dealt 
with)  came  before  the  President  and  Congress,  and  will  he 
seen  in  the  progress  of  the  debates,  and  have  au  interest 
beyond  curiosity,  as  illustrating  the  manner  in  which  i 
Territory  may  be  governed,  (imder  a  government  given  it  bj 
Congress,)  and  very  incompatibly  with  our  constitutioii 
which  was  in  vain  invoked  by  the  astonished  and  enraget 
I  complainants. 
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trict  attorney  were  appointed,  to  reside  at  Pensacola, 
and,  likewise,  one  judge  and  a  district  attorney  to  re- 
side at  St.  Augustine,  with  a,  specified  boundary  be- 
tween them ;  and  one  marshal  for  the  whole,  with 
authority  to  appoint  a  deputy.  In  carrying  this  law 
into  effect,  and  especially  that  part  relating  to  the 
powers  of  the  existing  goyemment  of  those  provinces, 
it  was  thought  important,  in  consideration  of  the 
short  term  for  which  it  was  to  operate,  and  the 
radical  change  which  would  he  made  at  the  ap- 
proaching session  of  Congress,  to  avoid  expense,  to 
make  no  appointment  which  should  not  be  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  give  effect  to  those  powers,  to 
withdraw  none  of  our  citizens  from  their  pursuits, 
whereby  to  subject  the  Government  to  claims  which 
could  not  be  gratified,  and  the  parties  to  losses, 
which  it  would  be  painful  to  witness. 

It  has  been  seen,  with  much  concern,  that,  in  the 
performance  of  these  duties,  a  collision  arose  between 
the  Governor  of  the  Territory  and  the  judge  appoint- 
ed for  the  western  district  It  was  presumed  that  the 
law  under  which  this  transitoiy  government  was  or- 
ganized, and  the  commissions  which  were  granted  to 
the  officers,  who  were  appointed  to  execute  each 
branch  of  the  system,  and  to  which  the  commissions 
were  adapted,  would  have  been  understood  in  the 
same  sense,  by  them,  in  which  they  were  understood 
by  the  Executive.  Much  allowance  is  due  to  ofiicers 
employed  in  each  branch  of  this  system,  and  the  more 
so,  as  there  is  good  cause  to  believe  that  each  acted 
under  the  conviction,  that  he  possessed  the  power 
which  he  undertook  to  exercise.  Of  the  officer  hold- 
ing the  principal  station,  I  think  it  proper  to  observe, 
that  he  accepted  it  with  reluctance,  in  compliance 
with  the  invitation  given  him,  and  from  a  high  sense 
of  duty  to  his  country,  being  willing  to  contribute  to 
the  consummation  of  an  event  which  would  insure 
complete  protection  to  an  important  part  of  our 
Union,  which  had  suffered  much  from  incursion  and 
invasion,  and  to  the  defence  of  which  his  very  gallant 
and  patriotic  services  had  been  so  signally  and  use- 
fully devoted. 

From  the  intrinsic  difficulty  of  executing  laws  de- 
riving their  origin  &om  different  sources,  and  so  es- 
sentially different  in  many  important  circumstances, 
the  advantage,  and,  indeed,  the  necessity,  of  estab- 
lishing, as  soon  as  may  be  practicable,  a  well-organ- 
ized government  over  that  Territory,  on  the  principles 
of  our  system,  is  apparent.*    This  subject  is  there- 


*  The  temporary  government  establislied  at  taking  pos- 
session of  the  Eloridaswas  on  the  Spanish  system,  to  wit: 
a  continuation  of  the  existing  Spanish  Government,  to  be 
admiQistered  T>7  such  persons  as  the  President  should  di- 
rect. General  Jackson  was  appointed  the  first  Governor, 
and  vras  commissioned  as  Captain  General  and  Intendant  of 
Cnba,  and  as  Governor  of  East  and  'West  Florida.  It  was 
in  the  exercise  of  these  high  powers,  as  held  by  Spanish 
officers,  that  these  collisions  took  place  to  wliich  the  Presi- 
dent alludes,  and  wliich  made  it  the  more  necessary  to  give 
Florida  a  Territorial  Government  based  upon  our  own  sys- 
tem ;  that  is  to  say,  on  the  ordinance  of  178T,  which  was 
done  at  this  session.  The  study  of  the  legislation  of  Con- 
gress in  giving,  first  the  Spanish  and  then  our  own  for  the 
Territorial  Government  of  Florida,  and  the  doings  and  de- 
cisions under  it,  furnish  the  highest  illustration  of  Congres- 
sional power  over  Territories,  and  the  nullity  of  their  rights 
under  the  constitution,  which  the  wit  of  man  could  have 
devised.  This  illustration  will  be  noted  in  its  successive 
degrees  as  this  abridgment  proceeds. 


fore  recommended  to  the  early  consideration  of  Con- 


In  compliance  with  an  injunction  of  the  law  of  the 
3d  of  March  last,  three  Commissioners  have  also  been 
appointed,  and  a  board  organized  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty  above  recited, 
making  provision  for  the  payment  of  such  of  our  citi- 
zens as  have  well-foimded  claims  on  Spain,  of  the 
character  specified  by  that  treaty.  This  board  has 
entered  on  its  duties,  and  made  some  progress  there- 
in. The  Commissioner  and  Surveyor  of  His  Catholic 
Majesty,  provided  for  by  the  fourth  article  of  the 
treaty,  have  not  yet  arrive#in  the  United  States,  but 
are  soon  expected.  As  soon  as  they  do  arrive,  cor- 
responding appointments  will  be  made,  and  every 
facility  be  afforded,  for  the  due  execution  of  this 
service. 

The  Government  of  His  Most  Faithful  Majesty, 
since  the  termination  of  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
has  been  removed  from  Eio  de  Janeiro  to  Lisbon, 
where  a  revolution,  similar  to  that  which  had  occurred 
in  the  neighboring  kingdom  of  Spain,  had,  in  like 
manner,  been  sanctioned  by  the  accepted  and  pledged 
faith  of  the  reigning  monarch.  The  diplomatic  in- 
tercourse between  the  United  States  and  the  Portu- 
gnese  dominions,  interrupted  by  this  important  event, 
has  not  yet  been  resumed,  but  the  change  of  internal 
administration  having  already  materially  affected  the 
commercial  intercom-se  of  the  United  States  with  the 
Portuguese  dominions,  the  renewal  of  the  public  mis- 
sions between  the  two  countries  appears  to  be  desira- 
ble at  an  early  day. 

It  is  understood  that  the  colonies  in  South  America 
have  had  great  success  during  the  present  year,  in 
the  struggle  for  their  independence.  The  new  Gov- 
ernment of  Colombia  has  extended  its  territories,  and 
considerably  augmented  its  strength ;  and,  at  Buenos 
Ayres,  where  civil  dissensions  had  for  some  time  be- 
fore prevailed,  greater  harmony  and  better  order  ap- 
pear to  have  been  established.  Equal  success  has 
attended  their  efforts  in  the  provinces  on  the  Pacific. 
It  has  long  been  manifest  that  it  would  be  impossible 
for  Spain  to  reduce  these  colonies  by  force,  and 
equally  so  that  no  conditions  short  of  their  independ- 
ence would  be  satisfactory  to  them.  It  may  there- 
fore be  presumed,  and  it  is  earnestly  hoped,  that  the 
Government  of  Spain,  guided  by  enlightened  and  hb- 
eral  counsels,  will  find  it  to  comport  with  its  interests, 
and  due  to  its  magnanimity,  to  terminate  this  ex- 
hausting controversy  on  that  basis.  To  promote  this 
result,  by  friendly  coimsel  with  the  Government  of 
Spain,  mU  be  the  object  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States. 

In  conducting  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  year,  it 
has  been  found  necessary  to  carry  into  fiJl  effect  the 
act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  authorizing  a  loan 
of  five  millions  of  dollars.  This  sum  has  been  raised 
at  an  average  premium  of  five  dollars  fifty-nine  hun- 
dredths per  centum,  upon  stock  bearing  an  interest  at 
the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  redeemable  at 
the  option  of  the  Government  after  the  first  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
five. 

There  has  been  issued,  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  four  millions  seven  hundred  and  thirty-five  thou.^ 
sand  two  hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars  and  thirty 
cents,  of  five  per  cent,  stock ;  and  there  has  been,  or 
will  be  redeemed,  during  the  year,  three  millions  one 
hundred  and  ninety-seven  thousand  thirty  dollars  and 
seventy-one  cents  of  Louisiana  six  per  cent,  deferred 
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stock  and  Mississippi  stock.  There  has,  therefore, 
been  an  actual  increase  of  the  public  debt,  contracted 
during  the  year,  of  one  million  five  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-six  dol- 
lars and  sixty-nine  cents. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasny,  from  the  first  of 
January  to  the  thirtieth  of  September  last,  have 
amounted  to  sixteen  millions  two  hundred  and  nine- 
teen thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars 
and  seventy  cents,  which,  with  the  balance  of  one 
million  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  thousand  four 
hundred  and  sixty-one  dollars  and  twenty-one  cents, 
in  the  Treasury  on  the  former  day,  make  the  aggre- 
gate sum  of  seventeen  millions  four  hundred  and 
seventeen  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-eight  dollars 
and  ninety-one  cents. 

The  payments  from  the  Treasury  during  the  same 
period  have  amounted  to  fifteen  millions  six  hundred 
and  fifty-five  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
dollars  forty-seven  cents,  leaving  in  the  Treasury,  on 
the  last-mentioned  day,  the  sum  of  one  million  seven 
hundred  and  sixty-two  thousand  three  hundred  and 
seventy  dollars  forty-four  cents.  It  is  estimated  that 
the  receipts  of  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  year  will  ex- 
ceed the  demands  which  will  be  made  on  the  Treasury 
during  the  same  period,  and  that  the  amount  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  30th  of  September  last  will  be  in- 
creased on  the  first  day  of  January  next. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  session,  it  was  anticipated 
that  the  progressive  diminution  of  the  public  revenue 
in  1819  and  1820,  which  had  been  the  result  of  the 
languid  state  of  our  foreign  commerce  in  those  years, 
had,  in  the  latter  year,  reached  its  extreme  point  of 
depression.  It  has,  however,  been  ascertained  that 
that  'point  was  reached  only  at  the  termination  of  the 
first  quarter  of  the  present  year.  From  that  time 
until  the  20th  of  September  last,  the  duties  secured 
have  exceeded  those  of  the  corresponding  quarters  of 
the  last  year,  one  million  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
two  thousand  dollars ;  whilst  the  amount  of  deben- 
tures, issued  during  the  three  first  quarters  of  this 
year,  is  nine  hundred  and  fifty-two  liousand  dollars 
less  than  that  of  the  same  quarters  of  the  last 
year. 

There  are  just  grounds  to  believe  that  the  improve- 
ment which  has  occurred  in  the  revenue,  during  the 
last-mentioned  period,  will  not  only  be  maintained, 
but  that  it  will  progressively  increase  through  the 
next  and  several  succeeding  years,  so  as  to  realize  the 
results  which  were  presented  upon  that  subject,  by 
the  official  reports  of  the  Treasury,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

Under  the  influence  of  the  most  unfavorable  cir- 
cumstances, the  revenue,  for  the  next  and  subsequent 
years,  to  the  year  1825,  will  exceed  the  demands  at 
present  authorized  by  law. 

It  may  fairly  be  presumed  that,  under  the  protec- 
tion given  to  domestic  manufactures,  by  the  existing 
laws,  we  shall  become,  at  no  distant  period,  a,  manu-, 
facturing  country,  on  an  extensive  scale.  Possessing, 
as  we  do,  the  raw  materials  in  such  vast  amount, 
with  a  capacity  to  augment  them  to  an  indefinite  ex- 
tent ;  raising  within  the  country  aliment  of  every 
kind,  to  an  amount  far  exceeding  the  demand  for 
home  consumption,  even  in  the  most  imfavorable 
years,  and  to  be  obtained  always  at  a  very  moderate 
price  ;  skilled  also,  as  our  people  are,  in  the  mechanic 
arts,  and  in  every  improvement  calculated  to  lessen 
the  demand  for,  and  the  price  of  labor,  it  is  manifest 
that  their  success,  in  every  branch  of  domestic  in- 


dustry, may  and  will  be  carried,  under  the  encour- 
agement given  by  the  present  duties,  to  an  extent  to 
meet  any  demand,  which,  under  a  fair  competition, 
may  be  made  upon  it. 

A  considerable  increase  of  domestic  manufactures, 
by  diminishing  the  importation  of  foreign,  will  proba- 
bly tend  to  lessen  the  amount  of  the  public  revenue. 
As,  however,  a  large  proportion  of  the  revenue  whicli 
is  derived  from  duties  is  raised  from  other  articles 
than  manufactures,  the  demand  for  which  will  in- 
crease with  our  population,  it  is  believed  that  a  fimd 
win  still  be  raised  from  that  source  adequate  to  the 
greater  part  of  the  public  expenditures,  especially  as 
those  expenditures,  should  we  continue  to  be  blessed 
with  peace,  will  be  diminished  by  the  completion  of 
the  fortifications,  dock-yards,  and  other  public  works; 
by  the  augmentation  of  the  Navy  to  the  point  to 
which  it  is  proposed  to  cany  it ;  and  by  the  payment 
of  the  public  debt,  including  pensions  for  military 
services. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  more  complete  our 
internal  resources,  and  the  less  dependent  we  are  on 
foreign  powers  for  every  national  as  well  as  domestic 
purpose,  the  greater  and  more  stable  will  be  the  pub- 
lic felicity.  By  the  increase  of  domestic  manofac- 
tuiBS  will  the  demand  for  the  rude  materials  at  home 
be  increased,  and  thus  will  the  dependence  of  the 
several  parts  of  our  Union  on  each  other,  and  the 
strength  of  the  Union  itself  be  proportionably  aug- 
mented. In  this  process,  which  is  very  desirable,  and 
inevitable  under  the  existing  duties,  the  resources 
which  obviously  present  themselves  to  supply  a  defi- 
ciency in  the  revenue,  should  it  occur,  are  the  inter- 
ests which  may  derive  the  principal  benefit  from  the 
change.  If  domestic  manufactures  are  raised  by  du- 
ties on  foreign,  the  deficiency  in  the  fund  n3cessary 
for  public  purposes  should  be  supplied  by  duties  on 
the  former.  At  the  last  session  it  seemed  doubtful 
whether  the  revenue  derived  from  the  present  sources 
would  be  adequate  to  all  the  great  purposes  of  onr 
Union,  including  the  construction  of  our  fortifications, 
the  augmentation  of  the  Navy,  and  the  protection  of 
our  commerce  against  the  dangers  to  which  it  is  ex- 
posed. Had  the  deficiency  been  such  as  to  subject  us 
to  the  necessity,  either  to  abandon  those  measoies  of 
defence,  or  to  resort  to  other  means  for  adequate 
funds,  the  course  presented  to  the  adoption  of  a  vir- 
tuous and  enlightened  people  appeared  to  be  a  pldn 
one.  It  must  be  gratifying  to  all  to  know  that  this 
necessity  does  not  exist.  Nothing,  however,  in  con- 
templation of  such  important  objects,  which  can  be 
easily  provided  for,  should  be  left  to  hazard.  It  is 
thought  that  the  revenue  may  receive  an  augments^ 
tion  from  the  existing  sources,  and  in  a  manner  to  aid 
our  manufactures,  without  hastening  prematurely  the 
result  which  has  been  suggested.  It  is  believed  that 
a  moderate  additional  duty  on  certaip  articles  would 
have  that  effect,  without  being  liable  to  any  serious 
objection. 

The  examination  of  the  whole  coast,  for  the  con- 
struction of  permanent  fortifications,  from  St.  Croix  to 
the  Sabine,  with  the  exception  of  part  of  the  territory 
lately  acquired,  will  be  completed  in  the  present  year, 
as  will  be  the  survey  of  the  Mississippi,  under  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Ohio  to  the  ocean — and,  likewise,  of  the 
Ohio,  from  Louisville  to  the  Mississippi.  A  progress, 
corresponding  with  the  sums  appropriated,  has  also 
beep  made  in  the  construction  of  these  fortifications 
at  the  points  designated.    As  they  wUl  form  a  system 
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of  defence  for  the  whole  maritiine  frontier,  and,  in 
consequence,  for  the  interior,  and  are  to  last  for  ages, 
the  greatest  care  has  heen  taken  to  fix  the  position  of 
each  work,  and  to  form  it  on  such  a  scale  as  will  he 
adequate  for  the  purpose  intended  by  it.  All  the  in- 
lets and  assailable  parts  of  our  Union  have  been  mi- 
nutely examined,  and  positions  taken,  with  a  view  to 
the  best  effect,  observing,  in  every  instance,  a  just 
regard  for  economy.  Doubts,  however,  being  enter- 
tained, as  to  the  propriety  of  the  position  and  extent 
of  the  work  at  Dauphin  Island,  further  progress  in  it 
was  suspended,  soon  after  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
and  an  order  given  to  the  Board  of  Engineers  and 
Naval  Commissioners  to  make  a  further  and  more 
minute  examination  of  it,  in  both  respects,  and  to  re- 
port the  result,  without  delay. 

Due  progress  has  been  made  in  the  construction  of 
vessels  of  war,  according  to  the  law  providing  for  the 
gradual  augmentation  of  the  Navy,  and  to  the  extent 
of  existing  appropriations.  The  vessels  authorized  by 
the  act  of  1820  have  all  been  completed,  and  are  now 
in  actual  service.  None  of  the  larger  ships  have 
been,  or  will  be  launched,  for  the  present,  the  object 
being  to  protect  all  which  may  not  be  requii-ed  for 
immediate  service,  from  decay,  by  suitable  buildings 
erected  over  them.  A  squadron  has  been  maintained, 
as  heretofore,  in  the  Mediterranean,  by  means  where- 
of peace  has  been  preserved  with  the  Barbary  powers. 
This  squadron  has  heen  reducdfl  the  present  year  to 
as  small  a  force  as  is  compatible  with  the  fulBlment 
of  the  object  intended  by*it.  From  past  experience, 
and  the  best  information  respecting  the  views  of  those 
powers,  it  is  distinctly  understood  that,  should  our 
squadron  he  withdrawn,  they  would  soon  recommence 
their  hostilities  and  depredations  upon  our  commerce. 
Their  fortifications  have  lately  been  rebuilt,  and  their 
maritime  force  increased.  It  has  also  been  found 
necessary  to  maintain  a  naval  force  on  the  Pacific, 
for  the  protection  of  the  very  important  interests  of 
our  citizens  engaged  in  commerce  and  the  fisheries  in 
that  sea.  Vessels  have  likewise  been  employed  in 
cruising  along  the  Atlantic  coast,  in  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico, on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  in  the  neighboring 
seas.  In  the  latter,  many  piracies  have  been  com- 
mitted on  our  commerce,  and  so  extensive  was  be- 
coming the  range  of  those  unprincipled  adventurers, 
that  there  was  cause  to  apprehend,  without  a  timely 
and  decisive  effort  to  suppress  them,  the  worst  conse- 
quences would  ensue.  Fortunately,  a  considerable 
check  has  been  given  to  that  spirit  by  our  cruisers, 
who  have  succeeded  in  capturing  and  destroying  sev- 
eral of  their  vessels.  Nevertheless,  it  is  considered 
an  object  of  high  importance  to  continue  these  cruis- 
ers until  the  practice  is  entirely  suppressed.  Like 
success  has  attended  our  efforts  to  suppress  the  slave- 
trade.  Under  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
sanction  of  their  papers,  the  trade  may  be  considered 
as  entirely  suppressed;  and,  if  any  of  our  citizens 
are  engaged  in  it,  under  the  flag  and  papers  of  other 
powers,  it  is  only  irora  a  respect  to  the  rights  of  those 
powers,  that  these  offenders  are  not  seized  and  brought 
home,  to  receive  the  punishment  which  the  laws  in- 
flict. If  every  other  power  should  adopt  the  same 
policy,  and  pursue  the  same  vigorous  means  for 
carrying  it  into  effect,  the  trade  coiild  no  longer 
exist. 

Deeply  impressed  with  the  blessings  which  we  en- 
joy, and  of  which  we  have  such  manifold  proofs,  my 
mind  is  irresistibly  drawn  to  that  Almighty  Being, 
the  great   source   fi-om   whence   they  proceed,  and 


to  whom   our    most  grateful   ackowledgments   are 
due. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  Dec.  5,  1821. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
were  read,  and  three  thousand  copies  of  the 
Message  ordered  to  be  jurinted  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 


Thtjesdat,  December  6. 

Thomas  H.  Bbntost,  aroointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  pro- 
duced his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Classification  of  Missouri  Senators. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Paheott, 

Resolved^  That  the  Senate  proceed  to  ascer- 
tain the  classes  in  which  the  Senators  from  the 
State  of  Missouri  shall  be  inserted,  in  conform- 
ity to  the  resolution  of  the  14:th  of  May,  1789, 
and  as  the  constitution  requires. 

That  the  Secretary  put  into  the  ballot-box 
two  papers  of  equal  size,  one  of  which  shall  be 
numbered  two,  and  the  other  shall  be  numbered 
three,  and  each  Senator  shall  draw  out  one 
paper;  that  the  Senator  who  shall  draw  the 
paper  numbered  two  shall  be  inserted  in  the 
class  of  Senators  whose  term  of  service  will 
expire  on  the  third  day  of  March,  1825  ;  and 
that  the  Senator  who  shall  draw  the  paper 
numbered  three,  shall  be  inserted  in  the  class  of 
Senators  whose  term  of  service  will  expire  on 
the  3d  day  of  March,  1827. 

Whereupon,  the  numbers  above  mentioned 
were,  by  the  Secretary,  rolled  up  and  put  into 
the  box ;  when  Mr.  Baeton  drew  number  two, 
and  is  accordingly  of  the  class  of  Senators 
whose  term  of  service  will  expire  on  the  3d  of 
March,  1825 ;  and  Mr.  Benton  drew  number 
three,  and  is  accordingly  of  the  class  of  Sena- 
tors whose  term  of  service  will  expire  on  the 
3d  of  March,  1827. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Loweie,  two  thousand 
copies  of  the  documents  accompanying  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
of  the  5th  instant,  were  ordered  to  be  printed 
for  tho  use  of  the  Senate. 


Monday,  December  10. 
John  Elliott,  from  the  State  of  Georgia, 
who  arrived  on  the  7th,  and  also  John  W. 
Walker,  from  the  State  of  Alabama,  who  ar- 
rived on  the  8th  instant,  severally  attended  this 
day. 

Tuesday,  December  11. 

IfiOHOLAs  Wake,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  to  fll*  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Free- 
man Walker,  produced  his  credentials,  was  qual- 
ified, and  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

William  K.  King,  from  the  State  of  Alaba- 
ma, who  arrived  on  the  6th  instant,  attended 
this  day. 
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arrived  on  the  ITth  instant,  and  attended  this 
day. 


Feidat,  December  28. 
The  Vice  President  of  the  United 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  attended. 


A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  con- 
curred in  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  for  the 
appointment  of  Chaplains,  and  have  appointed 
the  Rev.  Jaeed  Spaeks  Chaplain  on  their  part. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Baeboue,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  a  Chaplain  on  their 
part ;  and,  on  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared 
that  the  Rev.  William  Rtland  was  duly 
elected. 


THtmsDAT,  December  13, 
Death  of  Mr.  Trimble. 
Mr.  RuGGLBs  announced  the  death  of  William 
A.  Teimblb,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio, 
who  deceased  this  morning. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Talbot, 

Heeohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take 
order  for  superintending  the  fimeral  of  the  honorable 
William  A.  Trimble,  and  that  the  Senate  wfll  attend 
the  same,  and  tbat  notice  of  the  event  be  given  to 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Baebotjb,  Loweie, 
Noble,  Talbot,  and  Thomas,  be  the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Talbot, 

Resolved,  unaninumsly.  That  the  members  of  the 
Senate,  from  a  sincere  desire  of  showing  every  mark 
of  respect  due  to  the  memory  of  the  honorable  Wil- 
liam A.  Trimble,  deceased,  late  a  member  thereof, 
will  go  into  mourning  for  him  one  month,  by  the 
usual  mode  of  wearing  a  crape  round  the  left  arm. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Talbot, 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That,  as  an  additional  mark 
of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  honorable  William 
A.  Trimble,  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Friday,  December  14. 

Elijah  H.  Mills,  from  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, whose  credentials  were  read  and  filed 
during  the  last  session,  and  who  arrived  on  the 
12th  inst.,  attended  this  day,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 

Monday,  December  17. 

Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  from  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, who  arrived  on  the  15th  instant,  attend- 
ed this  day. 

William  Fdjolay,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania, for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing 
on  the  fourth  day  of  March  last,  produced  his 
credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in 
the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ruggles,  the  President  of 
the  Senate  was  requested  to  notify  the  Execu- 
tive 8f  the  State  of  Ohio  of  the  death  of  the 
honorable  William  A.  Trimble,  late  a  Senator 
of  the  United  States  from  that  State, 

Wednesday,  December  19. 
NiNLiN  Edwards,  from  the  State  of  Ulindis, 


Wednesday,  January  2, 1822. 
Bulea  amd  Orders. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  also  laid  on  the 
table  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  he  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  jointly  with  one  to  be  appointed 
on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  to  re- 
vise the  rules  and  orders  by  which  the  business  be- 
tween the  two  Houses  shall  be  legnlated,  and  to 
make  report  therjeof  to  their  two  Houses  respectively. 

Mr.  King  said  he  offered  this  motion  on  the 
presumption  that  the  House  of  Representatives 
would  meet  it  by  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee on  its  part.  He  adverted  to  the  incon- 
venience, and,  indeed,  the  evils  which  attended 
the  present  loose  mode  of  transacting  the  public 
business  between  the  two  Houses,  according  to 
which  it  often  occurred  that  bills  of  importance, 
even  appropriation  ^Is,  arrived  from  the  other 
House,  for  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate,  on 
the  day  before  the  last,  and  sometimes  on  the 
very  last  day  of  the  session ;  of  course,  if  they 
passed  at  all,  they  must  be  hurried  throngh 
without  the  possibility  of  bestowing  on  them 
that  degree  of  investigation  and  consideration 
which  were  necessary  and  proper.  The  impro- 
priety of  this  course  was  apparent,  Mi-.  K.  pre- 
sumed, and  it  was  with  a  view  to  its  correction, 
that  he  submitted  the  present  motion.  His 
idea  was,  that  no  biU  ought  to  be  sent  fi-om 
either  House  to  the  other  for  concurrence  on 
either  of  the  two  last  days  of  the  session. 

Monday,  January  7, 
Edward  Lloyd,  from  the  State  of  Maryland, 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate  ;  and  also,  William 
PnJKNEY,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  Maryland,  for  the  term  of 
six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of 
March  last,  produced  his  credentials,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Tuesday,  January  8. 
Military  Boada. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  laid  on  the  table 
the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Eoads  and  Ca- 
nals be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  by  law  for  the  repairing  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  military  road,  beginning  at  Madisonville, 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  terminating  at  Florence, 
on  the  Tennessee  River. 

In  offering  this  resolve,  Mr.  Johnson  said  the 
object  of  the  resolution  he  submitted  was  to 
provide  for  the  repairing  of  the  great  military 
road  leading  from  Madisonville,  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  to  Florence,  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 
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That  this  road,  which  he  considered  among  the 
most  important  in  the  Union,  was  opened  by 
the  troops  of  the  United  States,  under  the  com- 
mand and  direction  of  Major  General  Jackson, 
to  whom  great  credit  is  due,  not  only  for  the 
origin  of  the  plan,  but  for  the  personal  atten- 
tion bestowed  by  him  in  marking  out  and  con- 
structing it.  He  was  of  opinion  that  perhaps 
no  national  work  had  been  accomplished  which 
is  calculated  to  be  of  more  general  utility;  that 
its  importance  is  not  confined  to  the  States  of 
Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Alabama,  and  Tennessee 
— ^the  whole  Western  country,  he  said,  is  inter- 
ested in  seeing  it  kept  in  repair ;  that  it  is  de- 
signed to  be  one  of  the  most  important  military 
highways  in  the  United  States ;  that,  in  time 
of  war,  the  necessity  of  it  would  be  evident,  in 
facilitating  the  collection  and  transportation  of 
our  physical  force  and  military  supplies.  He 
stated  that  it  had  been  established  some  time 
since,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  as  a  post  road,  and 
that  it  it  is  desirable  that  the  proper  steps  should 
be  immediately  adopted  for  the  transportation 
of  the  mail  to  and  from  New  Orleans  by  this 
route,  in  covered  carriages ;  that  the  distance 
from  NashvUle  to  New  Orleans,  by  this  road, 
is,  as  he  was  informed,  about  three  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  less  than  the  route  formerly 
travelled. 

But,  he  added,  that  the  road  is  now  almost 
unfit  for  use ;  that  the  bridges  had,  from  necesr 
sity,  been  made  of  gr^en  wood,  and  are  decay- 
ing ;  and  that,  unless  provision  should  be  made 
for  keeping  them  in  repair,  and  removing  the 
timber  which  had  fallen  in  the  road,  it  would 
soon  be  abandoned :  that  the  greater  portion 
of  the  country  through  which  it  passes  is  a 
wilderness  nearly  uninhabited,  owned  by  In- 
dians, and  by  the  United  States ;  and  that,  con- 
sequently, it  could  only  be  repaired  and  pre- 
served by  the  authority  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  J.  said,  that,  as  to  the  best  mode  of  effect- 
ing the  object  in  view,  whether  it  should  be  a,c- 
complished  by  employing  the  troops  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  or  by  establishing  a  turnpike  and 
fixing  a  toll,  or  by  other  means,  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  say ;  that  perhaps  it  would  be  deemed 
most  expedient  to  establish  a  turnpike,  and  to 
allow  a  toll ;  that  he  thought  it  a  proper  sub- 
ject for  the  inquiry  of  a  committee. 


Thuesdat,  January  10. 

Mr.  Gaillaed  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Amend  the  22d  rule  for  conducting  business  in  the 
Senate,  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "  Chair," 
and  by  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  following  : 

"  And  the  Vice  President,  when  indisposed  at  the 
Seat  of  Government,  may  name,  in  writing,  a  Senator 
who  shall  preside  in  his  stead ;  in  which  case  an  en- 
try thereof  shall  be  made  on  the  Journal  of  the  Sen- 
ate ;  but  in  no  case  shall  any  substitution  extend  be- 
yond an  adjournment." 

Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Vol.  VEL— 10 


Resolved,  That  the  appropriations  of  territory,  for 
the  purpose  of  education,  should  be  made  to  those 
States  in  whose  favor  no  such  appropriations  have 
been  made,  corresponding  in  a  just  proportion  with 
those  heretofore  made  to  other  States  in  the  Union. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  resolution  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to  report  a 
bill  pursuant  thereto. 

Uniform  System  of  Banhniptcy. 
Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  o^he  city  of  Baltimore, 
praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law  establishing  a 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy ;  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 


Monday,  January  14. 
Amendment  to  (he  Constitution. 
The  Senate  then  proceeded,  according  to  the 
order  of  the  day,  to  the  consideration  of  the 
following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  R.  M. 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  on  the  12th  of  De- 
cember : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  assembled, 
That  the  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures 
of  the  several  States,  which,  when  ratified  by  the 
Legislatures  of  three-fourths  of  the  States,  shall  be 
vahd,  to  aU  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  the  said 
constitution : 

"  That,  in  all  controversies  where  the  judicial 
power  of  the  United  States  shall  be  so  construed  as 
to  extend  to  any  case  in  law  or  equity,  arising  under 
the  constitution,  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  or 
treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under  their 
authority,  and  to  which  a  State  shall  be  a  party ; 
and  in  all  controversies  in  which  a  State  may  desire 
to  become  a  party,  in  consequence  of  having  the  con- 
stitution or  laws  of  such  State  questioned,  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States  shaJl  have  appellate  jurisdic- 
tion." 

Mr.  Johnson  said,  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  contains  a  clause,  prescribing  the 
manner  in  which  amendments  may  be  obtained. 
This  is  conclusive  evidence  that  the  wise-  men 
who  framed  it  were  of  opinion  that  experience 
would  develop  imperfections  in  the  system^ 
which  might  require  a  remedy.  The  models 
of  antiquity,  with  all  the  improvements  of 
modern  times,  in  relation  to  confederated  gov- 
ernments, were  before  them.  The  Amphycti- 
onic  Council,  by  which  the  republics- of  Greece 
were  united ;  the  Achsean  league,  which  so  long 
governed  the  cities  of  Achaia ;  the  eonfedera- 
tion  of  the  Germanic  Empire,  and  the  Belgic 
confederacy,  which  prevailed  in  the- provinces 
of  the  Netherlands,  all  furnished  examples  for 
their  improvement. 

When  the  struggle  for  independence,  which 
had  been  their  bond  of  union,  was  past,  and 
clashing  interests  began  to  provoke  animosities, 
it  was  obvious  to  all,  that,  under  the  articles  of 
the  Old  Confederation,  the  General  Govern- 
ment was  too  feeble  for  the  purposes  of  national 


146 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


SiafATE.] 


Amendment  to  the  Comtitution, 


[Jamuaet,  1822 


prosperity ;  and  all  concurred  in  the  sentiment, 
that  some  change  was  necessary.  The  only 
question  was.  how  great  that  change  should 
be  ?  The  difficulty,  and  the  sole  difficulty,  was, 
to  determine  the  proper  distribution  of  power. 
How  to  divide  the  sovereignty  between  two 
distinct  governments,  deriving  their  authority 
from  the  same  source,  each  supreme  within  its 
own  legitimate  sphere  of  action,  and  yet  so  to 
regulate  and  define  the  power  of  both  as  to 
produce  perfect  concord,  was  the  great  political 
problem  to  be  solved  by  the  statesmen  of  that 
day.  It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  the  first 
experiment  would  perfectly  effect  this  object. 
If  it  was  anticipated  by  any,  disappointment 
has  followed  the  Utopian  delusion.  The  high- 
est tribute  of  respect,  however,  is  due  to  the 
wisdom  of  the  patriots  who  framed  the  consti- 
tution, in  so  arranging  this  complicated  ma- 
chinery of  a  sovereignty  within  sovereignties, 
as  to  admit  of  that  degree  of  harmony  which 
has  prevailed ;  but  there  is  a  limit  to  the  intel- 
lect of  man.  All  that  wisdom  and  patriotism 
could  do,  they  have  done;  but  imperfections 
which  human  sagacity  could  not  foresee,  were 
to  be  developed  by  experience,  and  the  correc- 
tive applied  by  mutual  consent. 

It  is  admitted  by  all,  that  the  States  and 
General  Government  possess  concurrent  pow- 
ers ;  that  they  also  possess  powers  exclasive  of 
each  other ;  and  that  the  Federal  Constitution 
prescribes  limitations  upon  both.  In  this  com- 
plex system,  disorders  are  to  be  expected ;  some, 
of  an  incidental  nature,  not  easily  controlled; 
others,  that  admit  a  remedy.  After  an  expe- 
rience of  thirty-two  years,  it  becomes  our  im- 
perious duty  to  begin  this  inquiry,  relative  to 
the  conflicts  between  the  Federal  judiciary  and 
the  sovereignty  of  the  States.  These  conflicts 
are  become  so  frequent  and  alarming,  that  the 
public  safety  demands  an  investigation,  that  it 
may  be  determined  where  the  error  lies.  Un- 
less we  point  out  the  real  difficulty,  and  ascer- 
tain the  just  claims  of  each  party,  we  shall  be 
overspread  with  Egyptian  darkness.  When  the 
parties  are  not  agreed  upon  the  line  which  di- 
vides their  powers,  the  question  is,  which  shall 
preponderate,  and  which  shall  concede?  The 
States  claim  authority  which  the  Federal  judi- 
ciary denies,  and  the  Federal  judiciary  exer- 
cises powers  which  the  States  do  not  acknowl- 
edge to  be  legitimate.  There  is  no  umpire  to 
decide  between  them ;  and  the  difficulty  is,  to 
determine  which  shall  submit.  It  is  contended 
on  the  one  part,  that,  as  the  General  Govern- 
ment was  instituted  for  national  purposes,  its 
claims  to  the  highest  supremacy  must  be  supe- 
rior to  those  of  the  States ;  and  that  it  is  an 
essential  attribute  of  national  sovereignty,  that 
its  judiciary  shall  be  the  judge  of  its  own  pow- 
ers, and  shall  have  authority  to  overrule  every 
other  tribunal,  according  to  its  own  sovereign 
will  and  pleasure.  But  this  argument  cuts  like 
the  two-edged  sword,  and  furnishes  a  position 
quite  as  strong  in  favor  of  the  States.  It  is  not 
denied,  that  all  power  not  delegated  to  Con- 


gress, nor  prohibited  to  the  States,  is  reserved 
to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people  j 
that  the  States  are  also  supreme  and  independ- 
ent within  the  orbit  of  their  powers.  If,  then, 
it  is  the  attribute  of  sovereignty  to  judge  of  its 
own  powers,  where  is  the  sovereignty  of  the 
States,  if  that  judgment  must  be  submitted  to 
the  Federal  judiciary?  The  argument  is  pre- 
cisely the  same  in  both  cases,  and  may  be  called 
an  argument  in  a  circle. 

It  is  contended  by  some  of  the  States,  Vir- 
ginia, for  instance,  that  the  States  have  supe- 
rior claims  to  an  exclusive  decision  in  all  cases 
of  conflicting  power.  The  States  are  the  origi- 
nal fountain  of  power,  a  portion  of  which  they 
have  delegated  and  vested  in  a  General  Gov- 
ernment, for  objects  common  to  all.  The  Gen- 
eral Government  is  the  creature  of  the  States, 
and  exists  by  their  permission.  Then,  as  it  is 
a  principle  aniversally  acknowledged,  in  reli- 
gion and  morality,  that  the  creator  is  superior 
to  the  created,  so  it  is  contended  that  the  States 
have  the  indubitable  right  of  exclusive  decision 
in  all  cases  of  conflict,  whether  they  respect  a 
violation  of  the  delegated  powers,  or  the  exer- 
cise of  that  authority  which  is  reserved  to  the 
States  respectively,  or  to  the  people.  To  say 
the  least  of  it,  there  is  much  plausibility  in  this 
argument.  But,  it  involves  a  difficulty  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  this  right  of  decision 
shall  be  exercised.  K  each  State  shall  decide 
separately,  confusion  would  probably  arise  from 
contradictory  decisions  on  the  same  point,  in 
different  States;  but  even  this  objection  may 
have  more  plausibility  than  substance.  Should 
the  States  attempt  to  exercise  any  of  the  spe- 
cific powers  granted  exclusively  to  Congress,  or 
to  arrest  the  General  Government  in  the  exer- 
cise of  power  expressly  delegated,  the  conse- 
quence might  be  unfortunate ;  but,  in  reriew- 
ing  the  conduct  of  the  States,  and  marking  the 
particular  points  of  contact,  it  does  not  appear, 
from  the  history  of  our  Government,  that  the 
States  have,  in  any  one  case,  attempted,  this, 
though  the  Federal  judiciary  has  assumed  a 
guardianship  over  the  States,  even  to  the  con- 
trolling of  their  peculiar  municipal  regulations. 
If  the  States  have  the  right  of  decision,  there 
is  a  difficulty  in  giving  their  decision  an  effica- 
cious operation.  If  it  belongs  to  them  collec- 
tively, there  must  be  a  regular  method  of  ascer- 
taining and  promulgating  their  decisions. 

In  the  cases  of  collision  between  Pennsylva- 
nia and  the  General  Government,  much  was 
said  and  written  respecting  the  rights  of  the 
parties,  and  the  necessity  of  a  tribunal  that 
could  remedy  the  evil.  It  appears,  from  the 
decisions  of  her  State  courts,  the  periodical 
publications,  and  official  documents  of  that  day, 
that  Pennsylvania  recognized  and  claimed  an 
equality  of  right  with  the  General  Government, 
to  decide  in  constitutional  cases  affecting  her 
sovereignty ;  that,  in  serious  collisions,  an  um- 
pire was  necessary ;  and  that  no  tribunal  was 
more  proper  than  this  body.  This  doctrine  is 
universally  acknowledged  as  a  correct  maxim 
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betwixt  civilized  nations,  and  is  sometimes  re- 
sorted to  for  the  amicable  settlement  of  disputes 
between  them.  Assuming  the  Pennsylvania 
position,  and  the  conclusion  is  irresistible,  that 
the  parties  being  equally  sovereigu  within  their 
circle  of  power,  it  is  a  flagrant  outrage  to  jus- 
tice, a  violation  of  every  principle  of  equity, 
for  one  to  arrogate  to  itself  the  exclusive  power 
of  judging  in  all  cases  of  disagreement. 

At  this  time  there  is,  unfortunately,  a  want 
of  confidence  in  the  Federal  Judiciary,  in  cases 
that  involve  political  power ;  and  this  distrust 
may  be  carried  to  other  oases,  such  as  the  law- 
yers call  meum  et  tuum.  It  is  the  opinion  of 
many  eminent  statesmen  that  there  is  a  mani- 
fest disposition,  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Ju- 
diciary, to  enlarge,  to  the  utmost  stretch  of 
constitutional  construction,  the  powers  of  the 
General  Government,  at  least  in  that  branch, 
and  by  consequence  to  abridge  the  jurisdiction 
of  State  tribunals.  I  do  not  assert  this  to  be 
the  fact ;  but,  if  it  is  not,  we  should  adopt  some 
method,  if  practicable,  to  remove  these  ill- 
founded  suspicions.  The  desire  of  extending 
our  own  power  is  a  universal  law  in  our  nature, 
to  which  the  just  and  the  unjust,  the  wise  and 
the  foolish,  are  all  subject,  though  in  unequal 
degrees ;  and  I  do  not  design  in  any  way  to  im- 
pugn the  learned  members  of  the  bench,  when 
I  admit  the  possibility  of  the  same  propensity 
remaining  with  them.  It  has  found  its  way  to 
elevation  in  other  countries,  and  to  prevent  its 
influence  here,  some  rational  method  should  be 
devised  to  define  and  regulate  that  power.  Po- 
litical power,  properly  divided  into  co-ordinate 
branches,  and  judiciously  regulated,  produces 
happy  results — but,  when  sovereign  and  irre- 
sponsible, it  carries  in  its  train  the  wreck  of 
human  happiness — desolation  marks  its  bloody 
progress,  for  with  it  moral  and  physical  power 
are  always  blended.  The  blessings  of  a  good 
government  furnish  themes  of  rejoicing  and 
praise ;  but  the  curses  of  a  bad  government 
bring  sorrow  to  the  heart.  The  history  of  na- 
tions furnishes  us  with  instructive  lessons,  while 
we  trace  the  hand  of  tyranny  in  the  fall  of  em- 
pires, but  the  love  of  power  is  a  principle  still 
in  operation,  and  no  premonitions  can  teach  us 
moderation.  It  begins  with  childhood,  and 
does  not  cease  with  age.  It  is  the  belligerent 
principle  which  predominates  in  the  social  cir- 
cle, and  genders  strife  where  perfect  peace 
should  reign.  It  is  the  prolific  source  of  war 
with  independent  communities,  which  has 
spread  desolation  over  countries  and  stained 
the  whole  world  with  blood.  Uncontrolled,  it 
is  inordinate  ambition ;  properly  regulated,  it 
is  emulation.  If  we  did  not  know  this  to  be 
the  character  of  man,  delineated  in  all  his  his- 
tory, we  might  indulge  the  hope  of  everlasting 
repose,  under  our  mild  institutions.  Happy 
would  be  our  lot,  if  every  department  should 
confine  itself  to  the  faithful  performance  of  its 
own  functions,  carefully  avoiding  all  interfer- 
ence with  others,  or  even  the  exercise  of  doubt- 
ful power ;  but  the  history  of  the  present  times 


furnishes  us  with  memorable  examples  of  the 
reverse,  and  teaches  us  to  anticipate  no  such 
repose.  We  must  take  human  nature  as  it  is ; 
and  to  be  secure  from  danger,  it  is  necessary  to 
provide  against  the  encroachment  of  power  in 
one  department  upon  another,  and,  in  all,  upon 
the  rights  of  the  people. 

It  is  a  principle  interwoven  both  in  the  the- 
ory and  practice  of  our  Government,  that  every 
department  which  exercises  political  power  shall 
be  responsible  to  the  people.  Here  lies  our 
safety  and  our  stren|l;h.  Representation  and 
responsibility  must  go  hand  in  hand,  bone  of 
her  bone  and  flesh  of  her  flesh.  The  republics 
of  Greece  and  Rome  were  ignorant  of  the  force 
of  this  principle,  and  practised  it  to  a  very  lim- 
ited extent.  After  the  abolition  of  monarchy 
in  Athens,  the  Archons  were  elected  annually 
by  the  people.  The  BpTwri  of  Sparta  were 
elected  in  the  same  way,  and  the  Romans 
elected  their  Tribunes;  but  aU  those  were  a 
kind  of  executive  officers.  In  each  of  those 
Governments  the  people,  en  masse,  were  assem- 
bled to  decide  on  public  affairs,  and  each  State 
had  a  Senate  permanent  in  office  and  independ- 
ent of  the  people.  In  modern  days  the  prin- 
ciple of  representation  has  been  but  very  im- 
perfectly understood  among  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope, except  in  England,  where  it  was  intro- 
duced as  early  as  the  ninth  century,  in  the  reign 
of  Alfred,  and  has  been  perpetuated  in  some 
form  to  the  present  time.  But,  though  the  the- 
ory of  representation  and  responsibility  has 
been  taught  there,  the  practice  has  been  but 
imperfectly  regarded.  It  has  been  so  limited 
and  so  defective  in  its  operation,  that  its  bene- 
fits are  almost  entirely  lost,  and  the  forms  only 
preserved.  In  the  United  States  alone,  whose 
Government  presents  to  the  world  a  model  of 
excellence,  and  is  the  anchor  of  hope  to  man, 
the  theory  and  practice  are  united  in  every  de- 
partment of  the  Government  except  the  judi- 
ciary. This  exception  may  satisfy  the  mind 
that  it  was  never  designed  to  confide  political 
or  legislative  power  to  that  department,  espe- 
cially the  power  of  repealing  laws  enacted  by 
the  legislative  departments,  both  of  the  General 
Government  and  the  States.  The  execution  of 
the  laws  is  the  only  power  intended  to  be  con- 
fided to  the  court ;  and  this  wiU  furnish  ample 
scope  for  the  exercise  of  discretion.  If  the 
judges  were  content  to  confine  their  decisions 
to  cases  affecting  property  and  punishing  crimes 
according  to  the  laws,  few  would  complain  of 
their  responsibility.  If  bad  laws  are  enacted, 
the  people  will  correct  the  evil ;  and  if  by  an 
incorrect  adjudication  or  misconstruction  of 
law,  individual  injury  should  be  sustained,  yet 
the  fundamental  principles  of  our  Government 
would  not  be  endangered.  On  this  principle 
alone  can  this  kind  of  independence  of  the 
judges  be  tolerated  with  safety  in  a  free  Gov- 
ernment. The  members  of  the  legislative  de- 
partment of  our  Government  are  directly  re- 
sponsible to  the  people  and  to  the  States — 
which  responsibility  is  carefully  preserved  upon 
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the  principle  that  the  traatee  may  possibly 
abuse  his  trust ;  and,  to  remedy  the  evil,  the 
people  have  wisely  reserved  the  power  in  their 
own  hands.  When  the  sedition  law  was  enact- 
ed, this  law  was  applied.  The  President  of  the 
United  States,  the  Governors  of  States,  and  the 
members  of  thoir  Legislatures,  aU  hold  their 
offices  for  limited  terms,  that  they  may  feel 
their  responsibility  to  the  people,  from  whom 
their  power  is  derived,  and  for  whose  benefit  it 
is  exercised.  Why  are  they  not  all  elected  for 
life,  or  during  good  behavior?  The  reason  is 
obvious.  Because  they  exercise  political  pow- 
er, which  may  be  abused.  By  corruption  of 
motive,  or  by  the  indulgence  of  sentiments  un- 
friendly to  liberty,  they  may  betray  the  trust 
reposed  in  them  ;  and  their  amenability  to  their 
sovereigns,  the  people,  is  the  only  sure  safe- 
guard of  the  rights  of  man.  It  then  follows, 
inevitably,  that  the  judiciary  should  be  confined 
to  the  decision  upon  the  laws,  or  that  the 
judges  should  feel  the  same  responsibility ;  and, 
if  this  is  not  done,  some  tribunal  should  be  es- 
tablished, responsible  to  the  people,  to  correct 
their  aberrations. 

It  may  be  denied  by  some  that  the  judiciary 
exercises  legislative  or  judicial  powers.  If  a 
judge  can  repeal  a  law  of  Congress,  by  declar- 
mg  it  unconstitutional,  is  not  this  the  exercise 
of  political  power  ?  If  he  can  declare  the  laws 
of  a  State  unconstitutional  and  void,  and,  in 
one  moment,  subvert  the  deliberate  policy  of 
that  State  for  twenty-four  years,  as  in  Ken- 
tucky, affectiag  its  whole  landed  property,  even 
to  the  mutilation  of  the  tenure  upon  which  it 
is  held,  and  on  which  every  paternal  inherit- 
ance is  founded ;  is  not  this  the  exercise  of  po- 
litical power?  All  this  they  have  done,  and  no 
earthly  power  can  investigate  or  revoke  their 
decisions.  If  this  is  not  the  exercise  of  politi- 
cal power,  I  would  be  gratified  to  learn  the 
deflhiiion  of  the  term,  as  contradistinguished 
from  judicial  power.  If  the  exercise  of  such 
tremendous  powers  be  legitimate,  their  acts, 
like  those  of  all  other  trustees  of  power,  should 
be  subject  to  the  sanction  or  revocation  of  the 
people ;  if  not  by  a  direct  responsibility,  yet  by 
an  appeal  to  a  tribunal  that  is  responsible.  If, 
on  the  contrary,  this  exercise  of  power  is  an  act 
of  usurpation,  the  case  is  yet  more  alarming; 
for  the  judges  hold  their  offices  during  good  be- 
havior, and  bad  opinion  is  not  bad  behavior, 
and  the  opinion  of  the  court  is  a  law,  and  above 
all  other  law.  A  judge  can  be  removed  by  im- 
peachment for  treason  and  other  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors;  and  in  case  of  impeach- 
ment by  the  other  House,  two-thirds  of  this 
body  must  concur  to  effect  his  removal.  The 
difficulty  of  removing  a  judge  in  this  way  is 
such  that  it  will  seldom  be  attempted ;  and  ex- 
perience tells  us  it  wiU  more  rarely  succeed.- 

The  passions  and  propensities  of  human  na- 
ture, with  all  their  imperfections,  are  alike  com- 
mon to  every  rank  and  condition ;  and  to  pre- 
vent their  iU.  effects  in  a  little  number,  where 
any  particular  excitement  is  more  likely  to  be- 


come general  than  with  a  large  body,  responsi- 
bility is  necessary,  or  competency  in  some  other 
body  to  reverse  their  destinies.  Judges,  like 
other  men,  have  their  political  views.  One 
may  be  friendly  to  consolidation ;  another  may 
err  on  the  opposite  extreme,  and  a  third  may 
prefer  that  happy  mediocrity,  which  is  always 
safe,  and  generally  salutary.  When  these  are 
associated  upon  the  bench,  and  each  under  the 
influence  of  his  own  partiality,  there  will  inevi- 
tably be  as  different  conclusions  among  them 
where  State  sovereignty  is  involved,  or  the  ex- 
tent of  Federal  jurisdiction  is  called  in  question, 
as  if  they  were  members  of  a  legislative  body. 
Why  then  should  they  be  considered  any  more 
infallible,  or  their  decisions  any  less  subject  to 
investigation  and  reversion  ?  Besides  the  dif- 
ferences arising  from  political  prepossessions, 
the  various  structures  of  the  hnman  mind  will 
produce  a  variety  of  opinion.  One  may  take  an 
expansive  view  of  a  subject,  and  base  his  de- 
cision upon  truth  and  justice ;  another  may  be, 
what  is  sometimes  caEed  a  technical  jidge; 
and  though  of  equal  integrity,  may  conceive  it 
his  duty  to  stick  to  the  bai-k  of  the  case,  and 
confine  himself  in  aU  decisions  to  the  forms  of 
judicial  proceedings.  This  difference  in  the  or- 
ganization of  the  mind  must  necessarily  resnlt 
in  a  difference  of  conclusion.  Courts,  also,  like 
cities  and  villages,  or  like  legislative  bodies,  will 
sometimes  have  their  leaders ;  and  it  may  hap- 
pen, that  a  single  individual  wiU  be  the  prime 
cause  of  a  decision  to  overturn  the  deliberate 
act  of  a  whole  State,  or  of  the  United  States; 
yet  we  are  admonished  to  receive  their  opinions 
as  the  ancients  did  the  responses  of  the  Delphic 
oracle ;  or  the  Jews,  with  more  propriety,  the 
communications  from  Heaven,  delivered  by 
Urim  and  Thummim,  to  the  High  Priest  of 
God's  chosen  people  froni  the  sanctum  mneto- 
rum.  Other  causes  of  difference  might  be  mul- 
tiplied to  a  tedious  extent ;  but  enough  has  been 
said  to  show  that  judges,  who,  like  other  men, 
are  subject  to  the  frailties,  the  passions,  the  par- 
tialities, and  antipathies  incident  to  human  na- 
ture, should  not  be  exempted  from  responabil- 
ity  on  account  of  their  superior  integrity, 
learning,  and  capacity ;  or  that  then:  decisions 
should  be  subject  to  revision  by  some  compe- 
tent tribunal,  responsible  to  the  people.  It  is 
believed  that  this  is  the  opinion  of  that  great 
and  good  man  who  penned  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  and  who  now  enjoys,  in  the 
shades  of  MonticeUo,  the  blessings  of  the  prin- 
ciples which  it  contains. 

It  is  not  pretended  that  judges  are  worse  than 
other  men.  I  am  proud  to  say,  that  no  coun- 
try was  ever  blessed  with  more  talents  or  in- 
tegrity upon  the  bench  than  this ;  but  the  judi- 
cial history  of  all  civilized  nations  confirms  the 
allegation,  that,  under  the  same  circumstances, 
judges  are  just  like  other  men.  The  theory  of 
our  judiciary  may  teach  us  that  "a  judge  is 
just,  a  chancellor  juster  still ;  "  but  experience 
teaches  us,  that  perfection  resides  nowhere  in 
this  world,  no,  not  even  on  the  bench.   V* 
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have  borrowed  from  Great  Britain  the  idea  of 
judicial  independence.  Previous  to  the  reign  of 
Waiiaiii  and  Mary,  the  judges  were  tenants  at 
the  will  of  the  monarch.  The  King,  who  was 
"more  wise,  more  just,  more  learned,  more 
every  thing,"  was  considered  the  fountain  of  jus- 
tice, and  it  was  his  prerogative  to  administer  it 
to  the  people.  In  early  times,  he  dispensed  jus- 
tice in  his  own  person ;  hut  this  being  too  la- 
borious, he  appointed  his  judges,  and  fixed  their 
compensation.  The  tenure  of  their  ofiice  and 
the  amount  of  their  salaries  were  alike  depend- 
ent upon  his  pleasure.  The  creature  was  re- 
sponsible to  his  creator  both  for  existence  and 
support:  and  interest  and  necessity  conspired 
to  induce  obedience  to  his  will.  The  judiciary 
thus  became  an  instrument  of  cruelty  in  his 
hands.  The  legislature,  the  army,  and  the 
court,  on  many  occasions,  were  alike  the  imple- 
ments of  royal  vengeance,  to  sustain  the  divine 
right  of  kings.  It  was  the  judgment  of  a  court 
that  doomed  the  immortal  Socrates  to  drink  the 
hemlock.  "When  the  Roman  tyrant  could  no 
longer  use  a  hired  soldiery  to  immolate  the  vic- 
tims of  his  jealousy,  he  resorted  to  courts  of 
law.  When  Henry  VIII.,  of  England,  would 
exercise  a  cruel  despotism  under  the  forms  of 
a  free  constitution,  the  army,  the  court,  and  the 
Parliament,  were  the  potent  engines  that  sus- 
tained him.  When  Mary,  his  daughter,  com- 
pelled the  Protestants  to  seal  their  testimony  at 
the  stake,  the  court  gave  sanction  to  the  mur- 
derous deeds.  Her  sister  and  successor,  Eliza- 
beth, created  the  court  of  high  commission,  and 
formally  invested  it  with  inquisitorial  power. 
She  also  supported  the  arbitrary  edicts  of  the 
Star  Chamber.  The  Puritans,  because  obnox- 
ious to  the  free  exercise  of  the  prerogatives  of 
the  Crown,  were  imprisoned  and  dispersed  by 
process  of  law,  and  the  judges  were  the  sup- 
porters of  her  despotic  power.  When  she 
would  destroy  her  unfortunate  kinswoman,  the 
Queen  of  Scots,  the  judges  were  instructed  to 
condemn  her,  and  by  their  sentence  she  came 
to  the  block.  This  horrid  deed  was  covered  by 
the  cloak  of  judicial  proceedings.  When  Charles 
I.  determined  to  change  the  religion  of  Scot- 
land, he  made  use  of  the  court  of  high  commis- 
sion to  effect  the  object.  By  the  same  judicial 
power,  the  advocates  for  the  doctrines  of  the 
reformation  have  so  often  been  divested  of  their 
religious  privileges,  and  doomed  to  seal  with 
their  blood  that  religion  which  bore  them  tri- 
umphantly through  the  vale  of  death. 

Those  facts  are  not  exhibited  to  derogate 
from  the  character  of  the  judiciary,  but  to 
show  that  no  truth  is  more  universally  estab- 
lished in  history;  that  no  proposition  can  be 
more  plainly  demonstrated  than  this,  that  judges 
may  oppress  the  people — that  power  cannot  be 
safely  confided  anywhere  without  the  guaran- 
tee of  responsibility. 

The  occurrences  to  which  we  have  adverted, 
transpired  previous  to  the  memorable  era  in  the 
British  annals  under  WiUiam  and  Mary,  when 
the  judges  were  commissioned  by  their  monarch 


to  hold  their  offices  during  good  behavior,  with 
salaries  fixed  by  law.  The  system  was  consum- 
mated in  the  reign  of  George  III.,  by  provid- 
ing that  the  commission  of  the  judge  should  not 
be  vacated  upon  the  demise  of  the  king.  But, 
even  in  Great  Britain,  the  judges  are  less  inde- 
pendent than  here ;  for,  by  an  address  of  a  ma- 
jority of  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  they  may 
be  removed;  here,  an  impeachment  for  mal- 
conduct  by  one  House,  sustatued  by  two-thirds 
of  the  other,  is  the  only  thing  that  can  effect 
their  removal.  Nowis  their  power  so  tran- 
scendent in  Great  Britain,  as  to  repeal  an  act  of 
Parliament  by  declaring  it  unconstitutional  and 
void.  We  have  improved  upon  their  system  of 
irresponsibility,  and  enlarged  their  powers, 
without  any  of  the  reasons  or  benefits  which 
exist  with  them.  Their  object  is  to  render  the 
judges  independent  of  the  monarch,  that  they 
may  protect  the  people  from  lawless  acts  of  his 
despotic  power.  In  this  country,  the  people 
are  the  King ;  and  the  only  object  of  rendering 
the  judges  independent  of  their  sovereign  au- 
thority, or  the  only  benefit  which  can  result 
from  it  that  I  can  conceive,  is  to  protect  the 
people  from  their  own  oppressors,  themselves. 
We  have  given  our  authority  to  the  judiciary 
to  control  us,  lest  we  shall  enslave  ourselves. 
We  transfer  the  power  to  them  because  we  fear 
the  consequence  of  holding  it  ourselves;  and 
surrender  our  liberties,  our  lives,  the  disposition 
of  our  property,  to  the  judiciary,  to  escape  the 
danger  of  oppressiug  ourselves. 

Are  we  choosing  guardians  to  control  us,  and 
prevent  us  from  destroying  ourselves  in  our  fits 
of  lunacy?  A  maniac  may  surrender  his  lights 
for  the  preservation  of  his  person  from  the 
freaks  of  his  own  madness ;  but  the  American 
people  are  not  mad.  Experience  has  proven 
them  to  be  the  safe  depositories  of  their  own 
power.  They  have  wisely  reserved  it  to  them- 
selves, and  as  wisely  exercised  it,  except  in  this 
case ;  and  it  is  believed  that  they  may  now 
safely  make  their  voice  to  be  heard  in  the  judi- 
ciary. AVhy  should  they  hold  the  controlling 
power  in  every  other  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ?  Vox  popuU,  vox  Dei  ;  but  if  the 
voice  of  the  people  is  the  voice  of  God,  what 
must  the  superior  voice  of  a  judge  be  ?  If,  un- 
der a  monarchical  Government,  an  independent 
judiciary  may  stay  the  hand  of  despotic  power, 
and  protect  the  innocent  from  punishment ;  in 
this  nation  we  have  no  monarch,  no  subjects. 
The  Government  and  the  people  are  one ;  and 
we  ask  not  the  guardian  care  of  our  superiors 
to  hind  our  hands  so  that  we  cannot  wound 
ourselves.. 

But  has  this  change  in  the  judicial  term,  from 
tenancy  at  wUl  to  that  of  life,  essentially 
changed  the  character  of  decisions  in  Great 
Britain?  History  records  the  mournful  fact 
that,  since  the  reign  of  WiUiam  and  Mary,  the 
courts  of  Great  Britain  have  invariably  yielded 
obedience  to  the  monarch's  wUI,  in  criminal 
prosecutions.  The  banishment  and  death  of  many 
of  the  most  distinguished  of  the  friends  of  lib- 
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erty  will  oonflrm  the  declaration.  The  honored 
names  of  Muir,  Gerald,  Margarot,  and  Emmet, 
with  many  others  that  time  cannot  bury  in  ob- 
livion, must  remain  the  monument  of  this  inde- 
pendence of  the  British  judiciary,  which  we  are 
so  proud  to  imitate.  In  controversies  betwixt 
individuals,  the  effeota  of  the  change  may  have 
been  salutary ;  but  he  who  has  depended  upon 
the  judiciary  to  protect  him  from  royal  male- 
diction, has  leaned  upon  a  broken  reed. 

The  nature  and  the  object  of  the  Federal  Ju- 
diciary are  subjects  worthy  of  investigation. 
The  salary  of  the  judge  may  be  increased,  but 
cannot  be  diminished ;  and  his  term  of  office  is 
perpetual.  He  may  receive  a  reward  for  pleas- 
ing the  Legislature,  but  he  can  suffer  no  re- 
moval or  abatement  of  compensation  for  dis- 
pleasing them.  Is  this  independence  designed 
to  give  the  court  power  to  arrest  the  Executive 
in  a  career  of  usurpation  ?  Certainly  not ;  for 
the  people  have  reserved  this  power  to  them- 
selves. Nor  is  it  to  prescribe  bounds  to  the 
legislative  wiU ;  for  every  legislator  is  held  re- 
sponsible to  his  constituents.  Both  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  members  of  Congress  are  depend- 
ent on  the  wiU  of  the  people ;  and  the  people 
have  made  them  feel  their  power,  when  the 
judiciary  were  giving  sanction  to  unconstitu- 
tional measures.  It  was  never  intended  by  this 
irresponsibility  to  give  the  Federal  courts  pow- 
er to  limit  the  prerogatives  of  State  Legisla- 
tures, because  they  are  subject  to  the  same  sov- 
ereign wOl  of  the  people,  who  conld  not  have 
designed  to  clothe  a  small  number  of  select 
judges,  however  honest  or  enlightened,  with  the 
power  to  control  that  sovereignty  which  it  was 
their  pleasure  to  vest  in  their  State  authorities, 
where  they  could  have  the  means  of  regulating 
it  at  their  own  pleasure,  without  danger  of  an- 
archy or  despotism.  Such  control,  vested  in  an 
independent  magistracy,  would  be  entirely  hos- 
tile to  every  principle  of  self-government ;  and 
the  people  do  not  fear  themselves.  AU  power 
rests  in  them,  and  they  are  responsible  to  no 
earthly  tribunal  for  its  exercise.  They  "never 
intended  to  transfer  it  to  those  who  might  abuse 
it  with  impunity.  They  deem  it  safer  where 
nature  and  nature's  God  have  placed  it — in 
themselves ;  and  they  cannot  recognize  a  prin- 
ciple so  obnoxious  to  free  men,  as  that  which 
gives  it  to  others  because  they  themselves  are 
unworthy  to  hold  it. 

The  real  object  of  an  independent  judiciary, 
in  this  country,  must  have  been  to  imbody  the 
best  experience  in  legal  knowledge,  and  pro- 
duce uniformity  of  decision  in  legal  questions 
relative  to  property  and  crimes.  The  science 
of  politics  is  still  in  its  infancy ;  and  its  perfec- 
tion depends  on  principles  which  the  progress 
of  republican  government  must  yet  develop ; 
but  the  science  of  jurisprudence  is  more  estab- 
lished, and  composed  of  principles  which  never 
change.  The  one  is  mutable,  the  other  immu- 
table. There  is,  therefore,  not  so  great  necessi- 
ty for  the  same  kind  of  responsibility  in  the 
judiciary,  if  their  powers  are  coniined  to  the 


proper  object  of  their  office— that  of  defining 
questions  of  law;  but  when  they  transcend 
those  limits,  and  bring  to  their  bar  every  other 
department,  both  of  the  Federal  Government 
and  the  States,  it  becomes  necessary  to  or- 
dain some  tribunal  that  may  guard  against  an 
abuse  of  their  power.  They  assume  the  right 
of  deciding  upon  the  constitutionality  of  the 
laws  of  the  Union  and  of  the  States,  and  of  set- 
ting them  aside  at  pleasure.  _  Some  of  the 
learned  in  law  have  acquiesced  in  this  assump- 
tion of  power ;  but  the  great  body  of  the  peo- 
ple cailnot  approve  it.  If  the  constitution  had 
provided  that  the  judges  should  form  a  council 
of  revision  to  decide  upon  the  constitutionality 
of  the  laws  of  Congress,  and  even  of  the  seve- 
ral States ;  and  that  no  law  should  be  binding 
without  their  sanction  to  its  constitutionality, 
and  that  these  judges  should  hold  their  office 
during  good  behavior,  without  an  authority  in 
the  people  to  remove  them  or  revise  their  de- 
cisions, I  venture  the  assertion,  that  the  consti- 
tution would  have  been  rejected  by  every  State 
in  the  Union.  If  they  can  declare  a  bad  law 
unconstitutional,  they  may  also  declare  a  good 
law  void  upon  the  same  principle.  If  the  Legis- 
lature shall  pass  a  bad  law,  or  refuse  to  pass  a 
good  law,  the  people  will  elect  others  in  their 
place  to  remedy  the  evil ;  but  the  judges  are 
not  accountable  to  the  people  for  their  opin- 
ions. A  legislative  body  may  be  changed  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  people ;  but,  over  the  court,  the 
people  hold  no  right  of  change,  no  power  of 
coercion.  From  what  source  is  the  power 
which  they  exercise,  derived  ?  From  the  con- 
stitution? No ;  that  is  as  silent  as  death  upon 
the  subject ;  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  one  man 
of  a  thousand  in  the  nation  would  vote  so  to  ■ 
amend  the  constitution  as  to  confer  this  power. 
Is  it  in  the  theory  of  our  Government?  No; 
it  is  in  direct  hostility  to  the  theory  of  our  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  Oogstitution  of  the  United  States,  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  made  in  pursuance 
thereof,  and  treaties  made  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law 
of  the  land ;  and  the  judges  of  each  State  shall 
be  bound  thereby,  any  thing  in  the  laws  or  con- 
stitution of  any  State  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. The  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Congress,  the  members  of  the  several  State 
Legislatures,  and  all  Executive  and  Judicial  offi- 
cers, both  of  the  United  States  and  the  State, 
shall  be  bound  by  oath,  or  affirmation,  to  sup- 
port the  constitution.  Judges,  in  common  with 
other  officers,  being  bound  by  oath,  a  duty  is 
said  to  be  created  in  them  to  decide  upon  the 
constitutionality  of  the  laws  of  Congress,  State 
laws,  and  State  constitutions;  and  when,  in 
their  opinion,  repugnant  to  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution, to  declare  them  nuU  and  void.  Would 
it  not  be  equally  the  duty  of  Congress  to  de- 
clare the  opinion  of  the  Federal  Judiciary  null 
and  void,  in  every  case  where  a  majority  of 
Congress  might  deem  it  repugnant  to  the  con- 
stitution ?    For  instance :  the  Legislature,  after 
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full  discussion  upon  the  constitutionality  of  the 
measure,  shall  pass  a  law  involving  the  best  in- 
terest of  the  country  in  peace  or  in  war.  The 
court  shall  express  a  different  opinion;  and, 
upon  every  question  arising  under  it,  act  in  con- 
formity to  their  own  opinion,  that  the  law  is 
unconstitutional  and  void.  Forty-eight  Sena- 
tors, one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  Representa- 
tives, and  the  President  of  the  United  States,  all 
sworn  to  maintain  the  constitution,  have  con- 
curred in  the  sentiment  that  the  measure  is 
strictly  conformable  to  it.  Seven  judges,  irre- 
sponsible to  any  earthly  tribunal  for  their  de- 
cisions, revise  the  measure,  declare  it  unconsti- 
tutional, and  effectually  destroy  its  operation. 
Whose  opinion  shall  prevail  ?  that  of  the  legis- 
lators and  President,  or  that  of  the  court?  The 
court  must  admit  that  wise  and  good  men  may 
conscientiously  differ  in  opinion  upon  such  a 
decision,  or  their  own  reversion  will  fix  upon 
every  other  department  of  the  Government  the 
conviction  of  peijury ;  and,  if  any  honest  differ- 
ence of  opinion  may  exist,  I  would  ask,  which 
has  the  right  to  overrule  the  other?  If  Con- 
gress were  as  scrupulously  tenacious  of  their 
own  powers,  they  would  decree,  and  would 
deem  it  their  solemn  duty  to  decree,  that  such 
a  decision  of  the  court  is  unconstitutional  and 
void.  In  that  case,  who  must  yield  ?  and  where 
would  the  confusion  end?  But  the  principal 
danger  arises  from  a  collision  of  the  Federal 
Judiciary  with  the  State  sovereignties.  The 
judges  have  exercised  some  caution  in  relation 
to  the  acts  of  Congress.  They  have  generally 
acted  upon  the  laws  as  they  received  them,  leav- 
ing it  to  the  members  to  account  to  their  con- 
stituents for  their  measures.  E"or  have  they 
had  any  temptations  to  do  otherwise.  The  sup- 
port of  Federal  authority  must,  from  the  very 
nature  of  their  situation,  be  a  point  for  them  to 
maintain  rather  than  abandon.  The  Supreme 
Court  has  even  decided  that  Congress  is  sole 
judge  of  the  measures  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  specific  powers  delegated  by  the  con- 
stitution. Had  the  same  delicacy  been  observed 
by  that  tribunal  when  State  laws  have  been  the 
subject  of  construction,  it  is  probable  the  exam- 
ination of  judicial  encroachment  upon  their 
sovereignties  might  never  have  been  com- 
menced. But  a  comparison  of  the  cases  will 
show  a  disposition  widely  different  in  the  revi- 
sal  of  State  laws,  which  proves  the  strong  bias 
of  the  Federal  Judiciary  in  support  of  federal 
power.  A  bias  equally  strong  may  probably 
exist  on  the  other  side  in  the  State  tribunals ; 
and  in  case  of  disagreement,  which  tribunal 
shall  prevail  ?  So  far  as  my  observation  ex- 
tends, the  superior  courts  of  the  States  would 
not  be  disgraced  by  a  comparison  with  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  in  capacity, 
integrity,  and  legal  acquirements.  It,  there- 
fore, appears  to  me  that  justice  requires  an  in- 
termediate tribunal  to  decide  between  them.  I 
know  of  no  clause  in  the  Federal  Constitution 
that  gives  the  power  to  the  Judiciary  of  de- 
claring the  laws  and  constitution  of  a  State  re- 
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pugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  tlie  United 
States,  and,  therefore,  null  and  void.  No  ex- 
press grant,  nor  fair  construction,  contains  it ; 
and,  I  presume,  every  gentleman,  in  and  out  of 
Congress,  will  agree  with  me,  that  the  States 
never  designed  so  to  impair  their  sovereignty  as 
to  delegate  this  power  to  the  Federal  Judiciary. 
But  they  have  assumed  it,  and,  to  counteract 
the  evils  which  must  result  from  this  assump- 
tion, a  responsible  tribunal  of  appeal  should  be 
provided. 

The  short  thoi^h  splendid  history  of  this 
Government,  furnishes  nothing  that  can  induce 
us  to  look  with  a  very  favorable  eye  to  the 
Federal  Judiciary  as  a  safe  depository  of  our 
liberties.  When  a  law  was  enacted  in  violation 
of  a  vital  principle  of  the  constitutiSn,  that 
which  was  designed  to  secure  the  freedom  of 
speech  and  of  the  press,  the  victims  of  its  oper- 
ation looked  in  vain  to  the  judges  to  arrest  the 
progress  of  usurpation.  If  this  power  could 
ever  be  exercised  to  any  good  purpose,  it  would 
be,  on  such  occasions,  to  declare  the  law  uncon- 
stitutional which  aims  a  deadly  blow  at  the 
vital  principles  of  freedom ;  but,  so  far  as  the 
transactions  of  that  day  are  detailed  in  our  pub- 
lic records,  it  appears  that  the  judiciary  was  a 
willing  instrument  of  Federal  usurpation.  That 
law  was  executed  in  aU  the  rigor  of  the  spirit 
which  dictated  it.  The  turbulence  of  faction 
found  no  moderation  there ;  and  the  people 
found  relief  only  in  their  own  power.  The 
exercise  of  their  elective  franchise  removed  the 
evil,  and  this  is  their  only  safe  dependence. 

The  Union  is  the  idol  of  the  American  peo- 
ple. It  is  regarded  by  all  as  the  bulwark  of 
safety  ;  sacred  as  the  ark  of  the  covenant ;  and 
their  indignant  frowns  would  drive  into  obscu- 
rity the  man  who  would  attempt  to  weaken 
the  bond.  In  adverting  to  particular  instances 
in  which  the  State  authorities  have  been  set  at 
defiance,  the  case  of  New  Hampshire  shall  first 
be  noted. 

In  1759,  the  King  of  England  granted  to 
Dartmouth  College  a  charter  of  incorporation, 
without  limitation  of  time.  Education  was  the 
object ;  and  New  Hampshire  was  then  a  Brit- 
ish colony.  After  the  Eevolution,  when  New 
Hampshire  had  become  an  independent  State, 
the''-Iiegislature,  by  a  donation  of  land  to  this 
college,  recognized  it  as  a  corporate  body. 
Since  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
the  Legislature  modified  the  charter,  without 
the  consent  of  the  corporation,  and  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  that  State  sustained  the  act  of 
the  Legislature.  The  cause  was  then  taken 
before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  act  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire 
was  declared  to  be  unconstitutional  and  void,  on 
the  ground  that  the  charter  of  the  King  of  Eng- 
land to  the  trustees  was  a  contract  within  the 
meaning  Of  that  clause  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution which  provides  that  no  State  shall  pass  a 
law  impairing  the  obligation  of  a  contract,  and 
that  the  modification  of  the  charter  was  a  vio- 
lation of  this  clause.     By  this  decision  the 
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principal  literary  institution  in  New  Hampshire 
is  placed  beyond  the  control  of  the  Legislature 
of  that  State ;  and  an  act  of  the  British  King 
cannot  be  changed  by  the  State  that  has  be- 
come independent  of  the  edicts  of  that  monarch. 
I  will  here  leave  the  free  sons  of  the  North  to 
vindicate  their  own  conduct  in  pretending  to 
be  so  independent  as  to  presume  to  touch  the 
consecrated  act  of  their  former  sovereign ;  and 
proceed  to  the  great  and  enterprising  State  of 
New  York. 

It  is  certainly  correct  in  the  judiciary  to  show 
no  respect  to  particular  States,  in  the  exercise 
of  this  high  prerogative  of  controlling  their 
destinies ;  and  in  the  case  which  I  am  about  to 
notice,  we  have  a  striking  instance  of  their  im- 
partiality. I  allude  to  that  in  which  the  Su- 
preme Court  set  aside  the  bankrupt  law  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  on  the  ground  that  it  vio- 
lated contracts.  The  court  admitted  the  right 
of  a  State  to  pass  a  bankrupt  law,  .ind  that  such 
a  law  could  not  be  controlled  but  by  an  act  of 
Congress  contravening  its  execution ;  but  that 
it  must  contain  no  provision  impairing  the  obli- 
gation of  a  contract.  The  court  then  delivers 
Siis  opinion,  which  must  be  an  omnipotent  and 
immutable  decree ;  that  any  such  act  of  a  State, 
which  will  release  from  the  contract  the  future 
acquisitions  of  a  bankrupt,  is  a  violation  of  the 
obligation  of  a  contract,  and  therefore  uncon- 
stitutional; that,  as  the  bankrupt  law  of  the 
State  of  New  York  contains  such  a  provision, 
it  is  unconstitutional  and  void.  By  this  deci- 
oision,  it  appears  the  State  has  a  constitutional 
right  to  pass  a  bankrupt  law,  provided  the  State 
shall  never  exercise  that  power ;  but,  if  the 
power  is  exercised,  the  right  is  forfeited  and 
the  law  is  void ;  for  the  very  essence  of  a  bank- 
rupt law  is,  that  the  bankrupt,  on  making  a 
faithful  surrender  of  his  property,  shall  be  re- 
leased forever,  both  in  person  and  in  his  future 
gains.  To  make  this  decision  the  more  impos- 
ing, the  court  have  also  settled  this  point ;  that 
it  is  immaterial  whether  the  contract  in  ques- 
tion was  executed  before  or  subsequent  to  the 
passage  of  such  law — whether  prospective  or 
retrospective ;  in  either  case,  the  provision  is 
unconstitutional  and  void. 

I  wiU  now  come  to  the  smaller  State  of  New 
Jersey,  though  not  the  less  entitled  to  high 
consideration  and  respect.  If  patriotic  devotion 
to  the  national  welfare  in  peace  and  in  war — 
if  generous  sacrifices  to  the  cause  of  mdepend- 
ence  constitute  a  claim  of  merit,  no  State  in  the 
Union  is  entitled  to  higher  marks  of  honor  than 
New  Jersey.  But  let  us  notice  the  admonition 
which  the  Federal  Judiciary  has  given  this 
State,  to  retrace  the  steps  which  she  has  ven- 
tured to  take  before  consulting  them.  In  1759, 
while  a  British  colony,  this  State  granted  cer- 
tain lands  to  the  Delaware  Indians,  to  hold  in 
pei'petuity,  without  being  subject  to  taxation, 
but  with  an  injunction  that  these  lands  should 
never  be  sold  or  leased  by  the  Indians.  In 
1801,  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey  passed  an 
act  authorizing  these  lands  to  be  sold,  but  with- 


out a  clause  expressly  repealing  that  part  of  the 
act  of  1759,  which  exempted  them  from  tax- 
ation. In  1804,  that  clause  was  repealed,  and 
the  lands  afterwards  taxed  in  common  with 
other  property  in  that  State.  The  proprietors 
refused  to  pay  the  tax,  and  suit  was  brought 
against  them,  in  which  both  the  inferior  and 
superior  courts  of  the  State  decided  in  favor  of 
the  legality  of  the  tax.  The  case  was  then 
carried  into  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States ;  and  there  it  was  decreed,  in  opposition 
to  both  the  legislative  and  judicial  authority  of 
the  State  of  New  Jersey,  that  the  law  was  in 
violation  of  a  contract  implied  in  the  original 
grant  to  those  Indians,  therefore  unconstitutional 
and  void,  and  those  lands  forever  free  from  tax- 
ation. Now,  sir,  what  can  be  more  dangerous 
to  the  existence  of  liberty,  than  power  lodged 
in  a  body,  in  no  way  amenable  to  the  State  for 
its  exercise,  which  may  set  at  defiance  the 
whole  constituted  authority  of  that  State,  and 
even  subvert  her  system  of  taxation  upon  her 
own  domains?  Was  it  for  this  that  Jersey 
bled  at  every  pore  to  resist  the  authority  of 
taxation  without  representation — thatshe  might 
submit  to  the  same  deprivation  at  home  with- 
out the  power  of  repairing  an  injury  or  of  ar- 
resting its  progress  ?  And  such  is  indeed  her 
forlorn  condition,  and  that  of  every  State  in 
the  Union,  if  the  Federal  Judiciary  may  pro- 
hibit them  from  taxing  one  part  of  their  do- 
main, and  thus  impose  upon  them  the  necessity 
of  doubling  the  burden  upon  other  parts  to 
make  good  her  revenue.  Such  power,  vested 
in  an  independent,  irresponsible  tribunal,  may 
eventually  swallow  up  the  States,  and  leave 
their  governments  but  a  shadow,  unless  some 
other  tribunal  shall  be  established,  amenable  to 
the  States  or  to  the  people,  with  power  to  over- 
rule their  decisions  when  erroneous. 

The  next  in  order  that  presents  itself,  is  the 
respectable  State  of  Pennsylvania,  with  whom 
the  idea  originated,  of  constituting  this  body  a 
tribunal  to  decide  upon  controversies,  when 
that  serious  confiict  existed  between  the  two 
Governments,  in  what  is  commonly  called  the 
Olmstead  case.  Her  conduct  was  firm,  but 
temperate.  Congress  must  not  mistake  the 
motive  that  dictated  the  course  which  she  took. 
She  yielded,  not  because  she  was  convinced,  or 
alarmed ;  but  because  she  was  unwilling  to  use 
the  militia  which  was  ordered  out,  to  shed  the 
blood  of  her  own  children,  It  was  the  love  of 
order.  Pennsylvania  is  like  the  rock  in  the 
midst  of  the  tempest — she  is  not  to  be  shaken — 
she  is  slow  in  her  anger,  but  mighty  in  her 
wrath — her  blood  runs  slowly,  unless  aroused 
by  a  sense  of  injury,  or  by  a  serious  attack  upon 
the  first  principles  of  self-government.  If  such 
a  state  of  things  should  ever  exist ;  if  Pennsyl- 
vania were  assailed  by  foreign  aggressions,  or 
domestic  usurpations,  you  would  find  her  like 
the  angry  lion ;  and  it  would  be  as  vain  to  at- 
tempt to  move  her  from  her  ground  by  force, 
as  was  the  command  of  great  Canute,  the 
Danish  monarch  of  England,  to  ■  compel  the 
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waves  of  the  ocean  to  stand  still,  and  not  en- 
croaeli  upon  his  majesty. 

Let  us  next  come  to  Maryland,  and  notice 
the  case  of  McOuUoch.  In  relation  to  this 
case,  I  shall  he  happy  to  hear,  in  what  way  this 
State  shall  he  justified  hy  her  distinguished 
representative,  who  has  had  the  opportunity  of 
viewing  distinctly  the  various  grounds  taken  by 
the  Federal  Judiciary  in  the  construction  of  its 
own  constitutional  powers.  It  is  the  case  of 
the  United  States  Bank,  before  alluded  to ;  a 
case  in  which  I  deem  it  my  privilege  and  my 
duty  to  dissent  from  the  court  in  some  of  its 
positions.  I  will  here  observe,  that  I  have  no 
personal  complaint  against  that  institution,  nor 
any  motive  whatever  to  speak  harshly  of  it. 
So  far  as  I  have  had  any  dealings  with  it,  the 
conduct  of  that  bank  has  been  marked  with  an 
honorable  hberality ;  and  my  acquaintance  with 
its  president  enables  me  to  say  with  confidence, 
that  for  correctness,  integrity,  and  capacity,  he 
is  entitled  to  the  rank  which  he  occupies  among 
our  most  distinguished  citizens.  But  it  is  the 
principle  of  judicial  decision  that  I  would  refer 
to.  The  com-t  has  determined  that  this  bank 
has  the  right  to  locate  a  branch  in  a  State  with- 
out the  consent  of  that  State ;  that  the  charter 
of  an  incorporation  does  not  involve  a  distinct 
sovereign  power,  but  is  the  instrument  of  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  power  which  originates  it ; 
that  Congress  might  adopt  such  means  as  they 
shall  judge  proper  to  carry  their  power  into 
effect,  and  that  the  question,  what  means  are 
most  suitable,  whether  a  bank  or  other  means, 
is  not  a  subject  of  judicial,  but  political  inves- 
tigation ;  that  when,  for  the  exercise  of  this 
power,  Congress  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  lo- 
cate a  bank,  or  to  authorize  the  location  of  any 
of  its  branches  in  a  State,  such  State  has  not 
the  power  to  impose  a  tax  on  such  bank  or 
branch,  as  shall  be  located  within  its  juris- 
diction ;  with  this  reservation,  that  the  princi- 
ple does  not  extend  to  the  real  estate  of  such 
bank,  nor  to  the  proprietary  right  of  the  citi- 
zens of  that  State.  This  decision,  though  plau- 
sible at  first  view,  will  be  found  highly  excep- 
tionable upon  closer  investigation.  The  right 
of  taxation  is  acknowledged  to  be  concurrent 
with  the  States  and  the  United  States,  except 
where  constitutional  restrictions  are  imposed ; 
and  no  one  pretends  to  say  that  the  constitution 
gives  any  exclusive  privilege  to  tax  banks,  or 
contains  any  prohibition  upon  that  power.  If 
the  establishment  of  a  bank  hy  the  United 
States  is  a  means  of  exercising  sovereignty,  the 
establishing  of  a  bank  hy  a  State  is  equally  so ; 
and  if  a  tax,  levied  by  a  State  upon  a  branch  of 
the  United  States  Bank,  is  a  violation  of  the 
sovereignty  of  the  General  Government,  a  tax 
levied  by  the  United  States  upon  a  State  bank 
is  a  violation  of  the  State  sovereignty.  But, 
during  the  late  war,  the  General  Government 
did  impose  a  tax  upon  State  banks,  and  the  act 
was  sustained ;  now,  when  a  State  levies  a  tax 
upon  a  branch  of  the  United  States  Bank  with- 
in the  limits  of  its  jurisdiction,  the  law  is  de- 


clared to  be  unconstitutional,  because  it  is  an 
encroachment  of  sovereignty.  The  plain  doc- 
trine involved  in  this  decision  is,  that  the  States 
are  bound  to  respect  the  sovereignty  of  the 
United  States,  but  the  United  States  are  not 
bound  to  respect  the  sovereignty  of  the  States. 
The  powers  of  the  General  Government  are 
omnipotent,  but  the  powers  of  the  States  are 
whatever  the  court  may  pleas  to  prescribe. 
Such  is  the  practical  effect  of  this  decision.  The 
General  Government  may  tax  a  State  bank,  but 
a  State  may  not  *ax  a  branch  of  the  United 
States  Bank  within  its  jurisdiction ;  because 
the  General  Government  is  sovereign,  and  the 
State  governments  are  subordinate. 

Ohio  and  Kentucky  are  involved  in  the  same 
predicament  with  Maryland.  The  General  Gov- 
ernment laid  a  tax  upon  the  State  banks  of 
Kentucky,  and  the  tax  was  paid.  Kentucky,  in 
turn,  laid,  not  an  extravagant,  but  a  moderate, 
a  reasonable  tax  upon  the  branches  of  the 
United  States  Bank  in  that  State,  and  the  Court 
of  Appeals  of  the  State  decided  that  it  was  con- 
stitutional. The  decision  was  able,  and  the  ar- 
guments on  which  it  was  founded  were  conclu- 
sive ;  but  they  considei'ed  it  wise  to  acquiesce 
in  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  and  suffer,  for  the  sake  of  har- 
mony, this  violation  of  their  right,  till  they  may 
be  practically  restored  by  constitutional  inter- 
position. It  may  have  been  impolitic  to  have 
imposed  this  tax  ;  but  the  right  cannot  be  relin- 
quished while  the  reciprocal  right  exists  on  the 
other  side ;  and  unless  some  remedy  is  provided 
to  counteract  the  mischief  that  must  arise,  no 
one  can  predict  where  it  will  end. 

In  relation  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  I  am  not  so 
ready  to  say  that  her  proceeding  was  correct. 
It  was  at  the  instance  of  many  of  her  distin- 
guished citizens,  that  the  bank  located  branches 
there ;  and  the  object  of  the  tax  was  evidently 
to  drive  them  hack,  or  destroy  them.  I  contend 
for  the  right  of  taxation,  (not  of  imposing  penal- 
ties,) a  right  which  belongs  to  the  essence  of 
sovereignty,  whether  the  stock  belongs  to  citi- 
zens, to  foreigners,  or  to  the  United  States ;  and 
the  character  of  the  proprietors  cannot  impair 
the  right.  But,  if  Ohio  was  wrong,  yet  the 
proceedings  in  relation  to  her  were  an  unwar- 
ranted breach  of  her  sovereignty,  and  a  viola- 
tion of  her  rights  as  a  State.  She  was  prose- 
cuted, and  placed  in  the  custody  of  the 
Marshal.  She  was  imprisoned  and  bound  in 
chains  by  the  Federal  Jndiciaiy.  Her  treasurer 
was  taken  by  a  process  from  the  United  States 
Court ;  the  keys  of  the  treasury  taken  from 
him ;  the  doors  of  the  strong-box  opened,  and 
the  money  taken  from  the  coffers.  But  the  at- 
titude which  she  assumed  under  these  proceed- 
ings, was  such  as  to  sustain  her  native  dignity 
of  character,  while  she  submitted  to  the  con- 
stituted authority  of  the  Union. 

These  are  some  of  the  cases  in  which  the 
laws  of  the  States  have  been  declared  uncon- 
stitutional, and  the  sovereignties  that  ordained 
them  prostrated  by  the  Federal  Judiciary ;  and 
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we  owe  it  more  to  the  patriotic  forbearance  of 
the  States,  that  intestine  commotions  have  not 
been  the  result,  than  to  a  conviction  in  the 
minds  of  those  States  that  these  proceedings 
were  sanctioned  by  justice  or  by  the  spirit  of 
the  constitution.  A  remedy  is  necessary — a 
tribunal,  responsible  to  all  the  States,  should 
be  constituted  with  appellate  jurisdiction,  and 
in  its  decisions  all  will  acquiesce. 

In  the  case  of  Cohen  m.  Virginia,  the  conduct 
of  the  Supreme  Court  has  also  been  a  subject  of 
much  animadversion  and  dissatisfaction.  The 
most  exceptionable  part  is  the  construction  of 
their  own  power,  which  gives  them  jurisdiction 
in  the  case.  The  constitution  provides,  that,  in 
all  oases  in  which  a  State  is  a  party,  the  Su- 
preme Court  shall  have  original  jurisdiction ; 
nothing  is  said  of  appellate  jurisdiction  in  such 
cases ;  but  here,  when  the  State  was  a  party, 
the  Supreme  Court  exercised,  not  original  but 
appellate  jurisdiction.  It  would  seem,  by  this 
clause  of  the  constitution,  that  it  was  never  de- 
signed that  a  State  should  be  brought  before 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  by 
writ  of  error,  especially  when  she  had  been  a 
party  to  the  same  case  in  her  own  courts ;  no, 
not  even  with  citizens  of  other  States  or  for- 
eigners. The  11th  amendment  to  the  constitu- 
tion provides,  that  the  judicial  power  of  the 
United  States  shall  not  be  so  .construed  as  to 
extend  to  any  suit  in  law  or  equity,  commenced 
or  prosecuted  against  one  of  the  United  States 
by  citizens  of  another  State,  or  by  citizens  or 
subjects  of  a  foreign  State.  This  amendment 
was  introduced  in  consequence  of  suits  brought 
against  Massachusetts  and  Georgia,  soon  after 
the  formation  of  the  General  Government.  Yet 
the  Supreme  Court  assume  not  only  original 
but  appellate  jurisdiction  in  the  case  of  Cohen, 
under  that  clause  of  the  constitution  which 
provides  that  the  judicial  power  of  the  United 
Stat^  shall  extend  to  all  cases  in  law  and  equity 
arising  under  the  constitution,  laws,  and  treaties 
of  the  United  States.  The  argument  runs  thus : 
that,  although  they  could  not  exercise  appellate 
jurisdiction  where  a  State  is  a  party,  provided 
the  controversy  arose  under  any  other  law,  yet, 
when  the  controversy  arises  under  the  consti- 
tution, laws,  or  treaties  of  the  United  States, 
they  may  assume  appellate  jurisdiction.  The 
plain  meaning  is,  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Supreme  Court  shall  be  confined  to  cases  arising 
under  the  constitution,  laws,  and  treaties  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  subject  to  the  restric- 
tions imposed  in  the  other  clause,  confining 
the  court  to  the  exercise  of  original  jurisdiction 
over  States,  and  in  the  amendment  relating  to 
the  suability  of  States ;  that  is,  in  all  oases  thus 
arising  they  may  exercise  jurisdiction,  but  when 
a  State  is  a  party  their  jurisdiction  must  be 
original ;  and  if  commenced  or  prosecuted  by  a 
citizen  of  another  State,  or  of  a  foreign  State, 
they  have  no  jurisdiction  in  the  case.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  this  is  the  construction  which 
ought  to  be  given  it ;  but  the  court  has  given  a 
latitude  of  construction  which  absolutely  en- 


larges their  jurisdiction,  so  as  to  embrace  States 
and  every  thing  else,  when  the  controversy 
arises  under  the  constitution,  laws,  and  treaties 
of  the  United  States,  to  the  exercising  of  a 
guardian  power  over  the  States,  even  to  the  re- 
vision and  repealing  of  their  laws ;  and  to  con- 
troversies arising  under  State  constitutions  and 
laws,  even  afiecting  their  criminal  code ;  for 
the  case  of  Cohen  was  of  this  last  description, 
and  the  jurisdiction  was  also  appellate.  But  I 
shall  no  longer  dwell  upon  a  case  that  has 
itself  been  the  subject  of  a  volume. 


Ttjesdat,  January  Ip. 
Ethan  Allen  Beown,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  in 
place  of  William  A.  Trimble,  deceased,  produced 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat 
in  the  Senate. 


Thursdat,  January  24. 
Cjesab  a.  Rodney,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth 
day  of  March  last,  attended,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Suppresnim,  of  Piracy. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  was  taken  up  for 
consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding by  law  for  the  building  of  an  additional  num- 
ber of  sloops  of  war,  for  the  protection  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico ; 
and  into  the  propriety  of  employing  one  or  more  of 
the  frigates  or  ships  of  war  of  tiie  United  States  for 
the  same  purpose. 

Mr.  Pleasants  thought  the  designation  of 
sloops  of  war  would  confine  the  scope  of  the 
inquiry  within  too  narrow  limits,  particularly 
as  he  presumed  a  smaller  class  of  vessels  would 
be  more  suitable  for  the  object  in  view.  He 
should  prefer  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of 
building  an  additional  number  of  small  vessels 
of  war,  without  designating  the  size.  Mr.  P. 
had  an  objection,  also,  to  the  latter  part  of  the 
resolution,  which  directs  that  a  part  of  the  na- 
val force  be  employed  in  a  particular  service ; 
because  it  would  be  interfering  with  the  proper 
action  of  the  Executive  autJiority,  whose  prov- 
ince it  is  to  direct  in  what  manner  the  naval 
force  shall  be  employed.  Mr.  P.  moved  to 
amend  the  resolution  conformably  to  the  ideas 
he  had  suggested. 

Mr.  D'WoLT  observed,  that  five  or  six  addi- 
tional small  vessels  were  certainly  very  much 
wanted  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  nation 
on  the  coast  of  Cuba,  and  elsewhere  among  the 
islands ;  but,  as  the  expediency  of  increasing 
the  navy  by  building  additional  vessels  might 
be  doubted,  and  as  a  sufficient  number  of  suit- 
able vessels  might  at  present  very  probably  be 
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parchased,  he  suggested  the  propriety  of  ohaDg- 
ing  the  inquiry  into  one  for  providing  by  pur- 
chase an  additional  number  of  small  vessels. 

Mr.  Otis  suggested  the  propriety  of  simpli- 
fying the  resolution  into  an  inquiry  of  providing 
by  purchase  or  otherwise,  an  additional  number 
of  small  vessels  "for  the  better  protection  of 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States."  An  ex- 
pression of  the  object  in  terms  so  general  as 
this,  he  thought  would  not  trench  on  the  prov- 
ince of  the  Executive. 

Mr.  Johnson,  for  the  purpose  of  accommo- 
dating the  views  of  the  different  gentlemen, 
while  it  would  answer  the  object  he  had  in 
view,  modLfied.his  motion  to  read  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing hy  law  for  the  building  or  purchase  of  an  addi- 
tional number  of  small  vessels  of  war,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States. 

In  this  form  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 


Monday,  January  28. 
Allowance  of  Drawbacks. 
Mr.  D'WoLF  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  for  allow- 
ing drawbacks  on  merchandise  exported,  which  shall 
be  manufactured  from  foreign  materials,  to  amount 
of  the  duties  on  such  materials. 

Mr.  D'WoLF  made  a  speech  of  considerable 
length,  explanatory  of  his  views  in  offering  the 
resolution;  embracing  a  variety  of  practical 
statements  of  the  course  of  trade,  to  show  the 
advantage  which  would  accrue  to  the  revenue 
by  extending  the  benefit  of  drawbacks,  inas- 
much as  it  would  encourage  internal  industry 
and  exportation ;  urging  the  expediency  of 
adopting  such  measures  as  would  tend  to  di- 
minish the  existing  inequalityin  the  amount 
of  imports  and  exports,  as  detrimental  to  the 
public  interest  as  it  always  is  to  the  interest 
of  a  private  individual  to  buy  more  than  he 
sells,  &c. 

Virginia  Land  Warrants. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  resolution  submitted 
by  Mr.  Eitggles,  on  Saturday,  requesting  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  certain  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  lands  granted  and  located 
by  patents  to  the  Eevolutionary  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  in  the  reservations 
in  the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Ohio. 

Mr.  Et7gglbs  offered  a  few  remarks  in  ex- 
planation of  the  object  of  this  resolution.  He 
said  it  would  be  recollected  that,  in  the  year 
1784,  the  State  of  Virginia  ceded  all  her  vacant 
and  unappropriated  lands  northwest  of  the  Ohio 
River,  to  the  United  States.  Attached  to  this 
cession  were  certain  conditions,  one  of  which 
was,  that,  in  case  the  quantity  of  good  land  on 
the  southeast  side  of  the  Ohio,  upon  the  waters 
of  Cumberland  Eiver,  and  between  the  Green 
and  Tennessee  Rivers,  should  prove  insufficient 


to  satisfy  the  legal  bounties  which  had  been 
engaged  to  the  troops  of  Virginia  on  Continen- 
tal Establishment,  then  the  deficiency  should 
be  made  to  the  said  troops  in  good  land,  be- 
tween the  Scioto  and  Little  Miami  Rivers,  on  the 
northwest  side  of  the  Eiver  Ohio.  In  a  short 
time  after  this  cession  was  made,  the  holders 
of  those  soldiers'  warrants  commenced  locating 
them  on  the  tract  of  land  conditionally  reserved 
northwest  of  the  Ohio  Eiver,  without  any  infor- 
mation having  been  given  to  the  Executive  of 
the  United  States*or  Congress,  that  a  deficiency 
on  the  waters  of  Cumberland  Eiver  existed. 
Congress,  by  a  resolution  in  1788,  put  a  stop  to 
this  proceeding,  by  declaring  all  such  surveys 
and  locations  invalid,  until  correct  measures 
should  be  taken  to  ascertain  the  fact  that  a  de- 
ficiency had  really  occurred.  The  Governor  of 
Virginia  was  then  requested  to  ascertain  and 
commimicate  this  information  to  the  General 
Government,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  carry 
into  effect  the  stipulations  in  the  act  of  cession, 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
parties.  Afterwards,  the  agents  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers  did  report  to  the  Governor  of  Vir- 
ginia that  there  was  not  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
good  land  to  meet  the  engagements  of  the  State, 
on  the  southwest  side  of  the  Ohio  Eiver ;  upon 
which  information  they  were  authorized  by 
Congress  to  locate  the  remainder  of  the  war- 
rants upon  the  tract  conditionally  reserved  be- 
tween the  Scioto  and  Little  Miami  Elvers.  Mr. 
E.  said  this  was  a  plain  history  of  the  proceed- 
ing as  it  had  occurred.  His  object  in  caUing 
for  the  information  contained  in  the  resolution, 
was  to  ascertain  whether  the  contract  between 
the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Virginia  had 
been  fairly  executed,  and  whether  any  fraud 
had  been  committed  in  the  issuing  of  the  war- 
rants, or  in  the  location  of  them.  Mr.  E.  said 
he  was  far  from  imputing  any  misconduct  or 
blame  to  the  State  of  Virginia,  or  any  officer 
acting  under  the  authority  of  her  laws.  It 
was,  however,  a  fact,  that  it  had  taken  much 
more  land  to  satisfy  those  warrants  than  was 
ever  anticipated,  and  almost  the  whole  district 
of  country  between  the  Scioto  and  Little  Miami 
Elvers  had  been  covered  with  them.  If  the  in- 
formation sought  for  by  this  resolution  can  be 
furnished,  it  can  be  easily  ascertained  whether 
fraud  has  been  committed  or  injustice  practised. 
A  report  of  the  number  of  officers  and  soldiers 
who  served  in  the  Eevolutionary  war,  from 
Virginia,  on  Continental  Establishment,  to- 
gether with  the  quantity  of  land  allowed  to 
each  of  them,  will  show  the  whole  amount  to 
which  they  were  entitled.  A  statement  of  the 
quantity  of  land  that  was  covered  with  war- 
rants, on  the  waters  of  Cumberland  Eiver,  when 
the  agents  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  reported 
to  the  Executive  of  Virginia  the  deficiency  that 
existed,  wiU  determine  the  quantity  to  which 
they  were  entitled  northwest  of  the  Ohio  Eiver, 
and  between  the  Scioto  and  Little  Miami  Elvers. 
Mr.  E.  said  he  considered  this  infoi-mation  not 
only  very  desirable  but  of  great  importance. 
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He  could  not  say  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  could  furnish  all  that  was  called 
for,  but  he  believed  sufficient  could  be  obtained 
to  meet  the  objects  he  had  in  view. 


Tuesday,  January  29. 
Military  Roads. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Chandlbe,  proposing  an  inquiry  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  two  military  roads  from 
the  State  of  Maine  to  the  British  line,  was  next 
taken  up ;  and  some  opposition  being  manifest- 
ed to  it — 

Mr.  Chandleh  briefly  explained  the  im- 
portance which  the  proposed  roads  would  be 
in  a  national  point  of  view,  and  which  might 
be  easily  constructed  by  the  troops  now  in 
service. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  gave  a  description  of 
the  country  referred  to,  to  show  the  value  which 
these  roads  would  be  for  military  purposes,  if 
the  country  should  ever  again  be  involved  in 
war  with  the  same  nation  with  which  it  was 
recently  engaged  in  hostilities,  and  there  was 
little  pi'obability  of  a  war  with  any  other  power. 
These  preparations  ought  to  be  made  in  time  of 
peace.  He  remarked,  moreover,  that  the  Gen- 
eral Government  had  never  been  called  on 
before  to  expend  any  of  the  public  money  in 
the  State  of  Maine,  or  for  her  use,  and  he  hoped 
the  resolution  would  pass. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  the  two  gentlemen  did  not 
exactly  agree.  One  of  them  asked  for  the  road 
because  he  deemed  it  necessary,  the  other  be- 
cause none  of  the  public  money  had  yet  been 
spent  in  the  State  of  Maine.  The  State  of 
North  Carolina  might  ask  some  public  improve- 
ment with  the  same  justice ;  for  there  had  been 
precious  little  money  expended  in  that  State. 
But,  said  Mr.  M.,  we  do  not  ask  Congress  to 
spend  the  public  money  in  our  State ;  all  we 
ask  is,  that  you  do  not  take  our  money  and 
spend  it  elsewhere.  As  to  preparing  for  war, 
he  said,  there  was  no  danger  that  a  free  people 
will  ever  be  unprepared  for  it ;  the  danger  was 
that  they  would  be  too  well  prepared  for  it ; 
and  too  ready  to  engage  in  it ;  for  it  seemed  to 
him  that  free  government  had  the  same  effect 
on  the  human  constitution  as  heat  had  on  iron 
— it  made  it  swell.  Commence  these  roads,  and 
there  is  no  telling  where  it  will  end ;  for  legis- 
lation might  be  compared  to  shingling  a  house — 
the  first  row  is  useless  unless  you  go  on,  lapping 
one  row  over  another  to  the  top.  It  will  prove 
just  so  with  appropriations  for  roads,  if  they 
are  once  begun. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to — 18  to  10. 


Wbdhesdat,  January  30. 

Officers  of  the  Omtoms. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  in  Committee  of 

the  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further 

to  establish  the  compensation  of  the  Collectors 

of  the  Customs,  &c.,  and  the  amendments  re- 


ported thereto  by  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
[These  amendments  were  numerous,  but  em- 
braced principally  modifications  of  detail,  and 
regulations  of  the  pay  of  weighers,  gangers,  in- 
spectors, &c.] 

Mr.  Holmes  spoke  as  follows :  On  the  sub- 
ject, said  Mr.  H.,  of  the  compensation  in  the 
large  ports,  the  committee  adopted  the  rule  to 
diminish  the  percentage  on  the  commissions  so 
low,  that  the  emoluments  would  not  exceed 
four  thousand  dollars  and  expenses.  To  fix  the 
compensation  of  a  collector,  so  that  it  would 
neither  exceed  nor  fall  short  of  a  particular 
sum,  as  had  been  suggested  by  some  gentlemen, 
would  be  making  them  all  salary  officers.  This 
would  be  a  new  and  extraordinary  principle. 
The  officer  would  have  no  interest  in  the  amount 
of  revenue  collected — ^no  inducement  to  econ- 
omy. He  would  consult  his  ease  at  the  public 
expense ;  multiply  officers,  careless  of  the  ne- 
cessity, and  become  indifferent  and  neglectful 
of  the  amount  of  the  customs,  in  which  his  in- 
terest was  no  way  concerned. 

It  is  apprehended  that  the  percentage  is  re- 
daced  so  low  in  some  of  the  ports,  that  the  fees 
and  commissions  will  not,  after  deducting  the 
expenses,  secure  the  officer  four  thousand  dol- 
lars. Upon  a  revision  of  the  bill,  the  commit- 
tee were  apprehensive  that  in  J;he  district  of 
Philadelphia  such  might  be  the  result,  and  have 
therefore  left  that  as  before.  New  York  is  an 
important  district,  and  the  collector  there  ought 
to  be  pretty  sure  of  his  maximum ;  of  this,  with 
the  economy  which  he  can  and  ought  to  prac- 
tise, we  have  no  doubt.  The  law  made  a 
deputy  a  substitute  for  the  collector  in  cases 
only  "  of  sickness  or  occasional  and  necessary 
absence ;"  but  the  collectors  themselves  have 
made  them  permanent  officers,  with  a  salary, 
in  some  instances,  of  three  thousand  dollars 
per  year.  This  sum,  it  is  understood,  is  allowed 
in  New  York.  This  bill  limits  the  compen- 
sation to  one  thousand  five  hundred.  Other 
improvements  in  the  clerk  hire,  stationery, 
office  rent,  and  contingent  expenses,  will  much 
diminish  the  expenses  of  that  port.  Taking  the 
return  of  the  year  1819,  the  emoluments,  as  re- 
duced by  this  bill,  wiU  yield  to  that  officer  a 
clear  income  of  $6,441 ;  by  that  of  the  year 
1820,  it  would  not, exceed  |2,628 ;  making  an 
average  of  $4,034.  But  it  must  be  recollected, 
that  in  this  last  year  a  new  collector  was  ap- 
pointed, and  a  moiety  of  the  commissions  due 
on  outstanding  bonds  goes  to  his  predecessor, 
which  hitherto  diminished,  but  will  not  here- 
after diminish,  his  compensation. 

On  the  whole,  from  a  diminution  of  the  ex- 
pense which  this  bill  will  effect,  and  the  con- 
stant increase  of  the  commerce  of  that  port,  no 
possible  doubt  can  exist  that  the  rate  of  one- 
sixth  of  one  per  cent,  established  by  the  biU, 
will  amply  secure  the  collector  to  the  extent  of 
his  maximum. 

As  to  Boston,  the  extravagances  in  that  dis- 
trict are  so  great  that  even  a  greater  diminution 
might  have  been  safely  allowed.    According  to 
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the  officers'  returns  for  several  successive  years, 
the  diminution  wMoli  we  effect  by  a  single  re- 
duction in  the  office  of  deputy,  will  leave  the 
collector  a  sum  above  the  maximum  established 
by  the  bill.  By  the  last  returns,  the  collector 
of  New  Ofleans  is  sure  of  his  $4,000,  without 
considering  any  deductions  at  all ;  and  as  the 
other  districts,  classed  among  the  large  ports, 
have  not  arrived  at  the  sum  limited,  they  con- 
sequently cannot  yet  be  affected  by  it. 

The  reduction  from  $5,000  to  $4,000,  in  the 
large  ports,  has  produced  much  opposition.  Of 
the  propriety  of  the  measure  your  committee 
could  entertain  no  doubt.  $4,000,  with  a  share 
in  fines  and  forfeitures,  and  a  right  to  receive 
$400  as  agents  for  lighthouses,  &o.,  is  a  greater 
compensation  than  you  give  to  the  Chief  Justice 
of  the  United  States,  and  a  better  living  than 
you  give  any  other  officer  in  the  Government, 
the  President  excepted.  The  office  is  responsi- 
ble, to  be  sure,  and  in  some  degree  arduous. 
But  the  Judge,  the  member  of  Congress,  the 
ambassador,  must  leave  his  friends,  his  family, 
his  country,  and  endure  a  banishment,  as  the 
price  of  his  reward.  The  collector  enjoys  the 
fruits  of  his  labor  at  his  own  fireside,  and  in  the 
bosom  of  his  own  family.  Sir,  let  these  men 
resign,  by  reason  of  this  reduction,  and  you  wUl 
find  thousands  of  the  best  men  in  the  nation 
ready  to  step  into  their  shoes.  Amidst  all  our 
professions  for  economy  and  retrenchment, 
should  we  not  blush  to  tell  the  people  that  a 
collector  of  their  revenue,  in  these  times  of 
depression,  cannot  live,  at  home,  for  five  thou- 
sand a  year  ;  and,  unless  we  give  him  more,  he 
wUl  carve  for  himself! 

It  has  been  remarked,  said  Mr.  H.,  in  discuss- 
ing another  part  of  this  biU,  that  the  office  of 
deputy  collector,  as  established  by  law,  was  oc- 
casional and  temporary.  Practice  has,  how- 
ever, made  it  permanent,  and  fixed  to  it  a  per- 
manent salary.  The  collector  appoints  the 
deputy,  and  fixes  his  pay.  But  his  compensa- 
tion is  paid  by  the  collector,  unless  there  is  a 
surplus  in  his  hands  after  he  receives  his  ulti- 
mate sum — then  it  is  at  the  expense  of  the 
United  States.  If  the  coUeotor's  emoluments 
are  $30,000,  of  which  he  can  retain  $4,000 
only,  the  residue,  after  deducting  expenses  of 
derk-hire,  stationery,  &c.,  goes  into  the  Treas- 
ury. This  clerk-hire,  sir,  has  hitherto  been  at 
the  entire  discretion  of  the  collectors,  and  their 
Youohers  of  payment  have,  at  the  Treasury, 
been  allowed  without  an  inquiry  into  the 
economy  of  the  expenditure.  Hence  high  salar 
ries  to  deputies,  to  reheve  collectors  of  their 
duties,  and  extravagant  expenditures  for  clerks 
and  stationery,  to  accommodate  relations  and 
friends.  Such  has  been  the  practice  under  the 
law,  that  the  Secretary  doubts  his  authority  to 
go  behind  the  collector's  vouchers  to  settle  his 
accounts;  consequently,  the  collectors  in  the 
large  ports,  whose  emoluments  exceed  their 
maximum,  may  lavish  the  surplus  on  whom 
they  please.  The  necessity  and  importunity  of 
friends  and  relatives  is  a  temptation  too  great. 


even  for  a  prudent  man,  to  resist,  and  the 
prodigal  expenditure  of  the  public  money  has 
been  the  inevitable  consequence.  By  the  report 
of  the  Secretary,  made  on  the  8th  December, 
1820,  it  appears  that  the  clerk-hire  for  1819 
was,  in  Philadelphia,  $15,779  14,  and  that  in 
New  York,  $15,766  22 — while  the  stationery 
of  the  former  place  was  $546  38,  and  that  of 
the  latter  $1,978  55  ;  and  when  in  New  York 
the  revenue  collected  was  $8,068,851  39,  and 
in  Philadelphia  $4,950,888  00.  The  clerk-hire 
in  Boston  was,  dufing  the  same  period,  nearly 
as  extravagant  as  that  of  Philadelphia.  The 
disproportion  which  the  stationery  and  clerk- 
hire  bear  to  each  other  in  the  different  ports, 
shows  a  wanton  prodigality  somewhere,  and 
perhaps  everywhere.  The  truth  is,  it  is  im- 
prudent and  dangerous  to  repose  this  confidence 
in  these  men,  and,  therefore,  the  biU  requires 
a  rigid  scrutiny  at  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury. 

On  the  amendment  which  proposed  to  in- 
crease the  salary  of  the  collector  of  Wilmington, 
in  Delaware,  Mr.  H.  observed  the  committee 
have  found,  upon  examination,  that  the  col- 
lector's services  are  more  than  commensurate 
to  his  legal  compensation.  In  his  annual  return 
of  his  emoluments,  this  man,  who  is  understood 
to  be  a  faithful  officer,  has  charged  from  $400 
to  $900  annually,  under  the  name  of  official 
and  contingent  expenses.  This  is  not  permitted 
by  any  existing  law ;  it  is  an  abuse  which  has 
become  pretty  general,  and,  where  the  emolu- 
ments approach  a  fixed  maximum,  goes  to  take 
from  the  Treasury,  by  indefinite  and  illegal 
charges.  By  this  bill  these  abuses  are  cut  up 
by  the  roots ;  and  these  deductions,  from  the 
compensation  of  this  officer,  will  render  it 
necessary  that  his  salary  should  be  increased  to 
the  sum  limited  in  the  bill. 

The  sections  abolishing  the  offices  of  weighers, 
gaugers,  &o.,  and  transferring  their  duties  to 
inspectors,  being  under  consideration,  Mr.  H. 
observed,  on  the  9th  December,  1820,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  obedience  to  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  15th  May,  of  the  same  year,  made  a  report 
of  the  offices  in  the  customs  which  might  be 
abolished.  (Here  Mr.  H.  read  the  report.)  By 
this  it  appears  that  the  Secretary  was  wiQing 
to  dispense  with  not  only  several  districts  and 
ports  of  delivery,  and  their  officers,  but  with  aU 
the  weighers,  gaugers,  measurers,  and  markers, 
whose  annual  aggregate  compensation  is  not 
less  than  $100,000.  It  is  believed  that  this 
might  be  done  by  the  inspectors  without  in- 
creasing their  number,  and  without  the  ungrate- 
ful task  of  removals.  The  committee  sent  for 
the  Secretary,  and  inquired  whether  these 
offices  might  safely  be  abolished,  and,  if  so, 
why  so  many  inspectors  had  been  retained  at 
such  an  expense,  if,  with  their  present  number 
and  pay,  they  can  perform  this  additional  ser- 
vice? 

His  answers  were,  that  the  present  inspectors 
were  amply  sufficient;  that  the  number  had 
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been  increasing,  from  the  representations  of 
collectors,  at  the  solicitation  of  friends;  that 
many  of  them  were  old  and  destitute,  and  that 
it  would  be  better  to  increase  their  labor  than 
diminish  their  number.  It  is,  moreover,  appar 
rent,  that  in  many  ports  inspectors  perform 
these  services,  and  receive  the  pay,  in  addition 
to  their  per  diem  allowance.  Instances  are  not 
few,  in  which  these  inspectors  have  charged 
the  United  States  three  dollars  a  day  for  every 
day  in  the  year,  and  during  the  same  period 
have  received  compensation  in  these  offices  of 
weighers,  gangers,  &o.,  equal  to  the  best  sala- 
ries. 

It  appears  by  a  report  of  the  Secretary,  in 
obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  19th  January,  1821,  that,  in 
the  district  of  Boston  and  Oharlestown,  there 
were  six  inspectors,  who  had  received  their 
three  doUars  per  day  for  every  day  in  the  year, 
not  omitting  the  additional  day  for  leap-year 
during  the  same  period;  and  found  means  to 
obtain,  in  these  other  capacities,  about  three 
thousand  dollars  more;  each  receiving  from 
your  Treasury  an  annual  compensation  of  be- 
tween four  and  five  thousand  dollars,  and  this 
not  limited  to  one  particular  year,  but  an  ave- 
rage for  several  years  in  succession. 

So  prompt  were  these  men  at  their  duty — or 
rather  at  their  charging — that  in  this  same 
place,  among  this  moral  and  religious  people, 
there  were  ten  inspectors,  who  never  found  an 
opportunity  to  be  absent  at  church  for  one  sin- 
gle day  in  four  years,  and  never  lost  a  day  by 
sickness  during  the  same  period ;  similar  facts, 
too,  in  New  York,  indicate  that  tJtere,  there  is 
great  punctuality  in  charging  Sundays  and  aU, 
and  that,  among  inspectors,  there  is  much 
stronger  evidence  of  health  than  worship.  In 
Philadelphia,  the  extravagance  in  clerk-hire 
has  lately  been  corrected,  but  the  same  prodi- 
gality exists  in  those  subordinate  offices.  The 
compensations  to  a  single  weigher  at  that  post, 
and  who  I  believe  is  a  son  of  the  collector,  are 
reported  at  the  Treasury  Department  as  fol- 
lows :  in  1816,  $6,405  ;  1817,  $7,804  43 ;  1818, 
$5,313  14;  1819,  $5,602  01;  and  in  1820, 
$5,202  45.  If  in  one  port  the  duties  of  one 
description  of  office  can  be  heaped  upon  the 
shoulders  of  one  favorite,  and  in  another  some 
four  or  five  different  offices  can  converge  to  the 
use  of  another,  there  must  be  a  radical  defect 
in  the  system,  or  a  gross  prodigality  and  infi- 
delity in  the  officers  of  the  customs  who  have 
the  immediate  control.  These  instances  only 
are  cited  to  point  out  the  mischiefs,  yet  the 
evil  is  by  no  means  limited,  but  is  becoming 
general.  In  the  second  and  even  third-rate 
ports,  instances  might  be  mentioned  where  in- 
spectors change  every  day,  and  are  occupied 
and  receive  fees,  for  the  same  period,  as  weigh- 
ers, gangers,  &c.,  and  even  in  some  instances 
serve  as  clerks  and  deputies  besides. 

It  has  been  said  that  these  abuses  are  so  pal- 
pable that  the  existing  laws  are  adequate  to 
their  correction,  and  the  collector  who  permits 


or  connives  at  them  ought  to  be  instantly  re- 
moved. The  exercise  of  Executive  power,  and 
the  selection  of  a  few  prominent  examples, 
would  no  doubt  be  salutary ;  but  so  extensive 
and  so  habitual  are  these  practices,  the  execu- 
tion of  the  law,  combined  with  the  Exertions  of 
Executive  power,  will  be  scarcely  sufficient  to 
correct  them. 

It  is  apprehended  by  some  honorable  gentle- 
men that  these  inspectors  will  not  be  sufficient 
to  perform  the  duties.  Sir,  yon  have  called  on 
the  officer  who  presides  over  your  revenue; 
you  have  asked  him  if  these  men  and  this  pay 
will  be  sufficient,  and  he  answers  yes.  Although 
I  would  repose  implicit  confidence  in  no  Secre- 
tary, yet  experience  proves  that  we  should  be 
slow  to  believe  that  one  would  err  in  favor  of 
economy. 

Here  the  Secretary  testifies  against  interest — 
against  patronage.  He  offers  to  collect  your 
revenue  without  the  offices  proposed  to  he 
abolished,  and  teUs  you  they  are  useless.  "Would 
it  not  be,  indeed,  extraordinary  to  force  upon 
him  a  horde  of  oflScers  whom  he  does  not  want, 
at  an  expense  of  $100,000  per  year  ? 


Eeidat,  February  1. 
The  following  letter,  from  the  Vice  Peks- 
IDENT  of  the  United  States,  addressed  to  Mr. 
King,  of  New  York,  was  read  by  that  gentle- 
man to  the  Senate : 

Washington  City,  Feb.  1,  1822. 

Dear  Sib  :  My  health  has  saffered  so  much  on  my 
journey,  and  since  my  arrival  at  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment, that  I  am  desirous,  as  soon  as  the  weather  and 
the  state  of  the  roads  will  permit,  to  return  to  my 
family.  And  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  be  good 
enough  to  communicate  this  determination  to  the 
Senate  at  their  meeting  this  day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 

Hon.  EnFDS  Bong. 

Election  of  President  pro  tern. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Ejng,  of  New  York,  it  was 
thereupon  resolved,  that  the  Senate  would,  at 
two  o'clock,  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  Pres- 
ident of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 

At  2  o'clock  accordingly  the  Senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  election  of  a  President,  and,  on  count- 
ing the  baJlots,  the  following  result  was  de- 
clared : 

For  Mr.  GaiUard         -  -        22  vot«s. 

Mr.  Macon  -        -        -        14 

Mr.  Lowrie  .        -  5 

Mr.  Dickerson       -  -  4 

Scattering  ...  i 

46 
No  person  having  a  majority  of  the  votes,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  a  second  time,  when 
there  appeared  to  be— - 

For  Mr.  GaiUard  -        -        -        25  votes. 

Mr.  Macon  -        -        -        17 

Scattering  ...  4 


DEBATES  OP  CONGRESS. 


159 


Febecabt,  1822.] 


Louisiana  Land  Titles. 


[Sesate. 


Mr.  GrAiixAED,  having  received  a  majority, 
was  declared  to  be  elected  President  of  the 
Senate  ^0  tempore. 

On  taking  the  Chair,  Mr.  Gaillaed  addressed 
the  Senate  as  follows : 

Gemtlbmen:  No  one  can  estimate  more  highly 
the  value  of  your  favorable  opinion,  nor  conld  any 
one  receive  ynHb.  more  profonnd  respect,  or  with  more 
unfeigned  gratitude,  than  I  do,  this  fresh  token  of 
your  confidence  and  favor.  The  gratification  I  derive 
from  it  would  indeed  have  heen  complete,  but  for  the 
unaffected  apprehension  I  feel  that,  in  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  assigned  to  me,  I  may  disappoint  your 
just  and  reasonable  expectations.  If  purity  of  inten- 
tion and  an  anxious  desire  to  act  correctly,  which  I 
bring  with  me  to  this  station,  should  prove  no  security 
against  the  commission  of  error,  I  shall  have  to  throw 
myself  on  that  liberality  and  indulgence  which  you 
have  been  ever  ready  to  exercise,  and  which  I  have 
already  so  fre<iuently  experienced  from  you.  On  this 
consoling  and  encouraging  reflection  I  will  rest ;  and 
I  will  only  add,  that,  whatever  of  industry,  of  ex- 
perience, or  of  capacity,  I  possess,  shall  be  faithfully 
directed  to  an  honest  and  impartial  execution  of  the 
trust  r< 


On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  it  was 
ordered  that  the  Secretary  communicate  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  House 
ot  Representatives,  the  election  of  the  President 
of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 


Monday,  Pebmary  4. 
Rebecca  Hodgson. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of 
Rebecca  Hodgson.  [She  prays  payment  for  a 
house  rented  to  the  Government  for  the  use  of 
the  War  Department,  when  the  Grovernment 
was  first  removed  to  Washington,  in  the  year 
1800,  which  house  was  burnt — the  petition 
being  grounded  on  the  stipulation  in  the  lease 
that  the  premises  should  be  returned  in  the  con- 
dition in  which  they  were  received,  inevitable 
accidents  excepted.] 

The  report  was  opposed  at  considerable  length 
by  Mr.  Pdjknet,  who  argued  and  referred  to 
testimony  to  show  that  the  petitioner  was  en- 
titled to  payment  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
contract,  that  the  claim  was  sustainable  in  law, 
were  tlie  Government  suable,  and  that  it  ought 
to  bo  allowed.  He  concluded  by  moving  that 
the  report  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bUl  for  the 
relief  of  the  petitioner  to  the  extent  of  the  value 
of  the  house. 

Mr.  KuGGLEs  spoke  at  length  in  reply  to  Mr. 
PiNKNET  and  in  support  of  the  report  of  the 
committee.  He  took  a  particular  view  of  the 
circumstances  of  the  claim,  and  the  evidence  on 
which  it  was  founded,  embracing  the  contract 
of  the  lease,  to  show  that  the  petitioner  had  no 
rightful  claim  on  the  Government  for  indemnity. 

Messrs.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Baeton,  Van 
Dtke,  and  Taisot,  also  offered  some  remarks 
on  tlie  subject ;  and 


Mr.  P.  at  the  suggestion  of  some  of  the  gen- 
tlemen, having  varied  his  motion  to  a  simple 
recommitment,  without  instructions,  except  to 
make  a  report  on  a  re-examination  of  the  case 
and  the  documents — ^it  was  recommitted  accord- 
ingly. 


Tuesday,  February  5. 

Loui»iana  Land  Titles. 
Mr.  Benton  suljfnitted  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  any  infor- 
mation which  may  be  in  the  Department  of  State 
relative  to  land  titles  in  Louisiana,  particularly  as 
contained  in  documents  filed  in  the  Department  of 
State  by  order  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  if  there  be  any.  Also, 
a  copy  of  the  proclamation  (if  in  the  Department  of 
State)  addressed  to  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana  in 
the  year  1803,  by  General  Salcedo  and  the  Marquis 
de  Casa  Calvo,  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty  for  delivering  the  province  of 
Louisiana  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  French  re- 
public, announcing  to  the  inhabitants  the  cession  of 
the  province.  Also,  a  copy  of  that  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  San  Ildefonso,  (if  any  such  there  be  in  the 
Department  of  State,)  which  secured  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Louisiana  their  rights  of  property ;  and  if 
there  be  no  copy  of  that  treaty,  nor  of  the  article 
referred  to,  in  the  Department  of  State,  that  the 
President  be  requested  to  cause  application  to  be 
made  to  the  Courts  of  France  and  Spain  for  an  au- 
thentic copy  of  the  article  in  question,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  province. 

In  offering  this  resolution,  Mr.  B.  explained 
the  object  of  it.  The  first  clause  was  to  pro- 
cure from  the  Department  of  State,  if  there  to 
be  found,  the  copy  of  a  paper  conoerniug  land 
titles  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  which  had  once 
been  printed  by  the  order  of  this  or  the  other 
House,  but  of  which  he  had  not  been  able  to 
find  a  copy  in  the  public  Library,  because  this 
Capitol  was  once  entered  by  an  enemy  who 
made  war  upon  letters  as  well  as  upon  men. 
The  second  clause  called  for  another  document 
which  he  was  desirous  to  obtain ;  and  the  third 
called  for  a  copy  of  that  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
St.  Hdefonso,  which  secured  the  inhabitants  of 
Louisiana  in  the  possession  of  the  rights  and 
property  which  they  had  previously  enjoyed. 
That  article  had  never  been  published.  It 
might  be  in  the  Department  of  State ;  but,  if  it 
should  not  be  there,  the  resolution  proposes 
that  application  be  made  to  the  Governments 
of  France  and  Spain  for  a  copy  of  it.  As  the 
object  of  the  resolution  was  not  to  pry  into 
State  secrets,  but  to  get  a  copy  of  an  article  said 
to  be  in  existence,  which  was  intended  for  the 
security  of  the  people  of  Louisiana  in  their  rights 
and  property,  he  hoped  it  would  be  considered 
unobjectionable.  If  there  be  such  an  article  in 
existence,  it  ought  to  be  made  known  for  the 
benefit  of  those  whom  it  may  concern. 

The  resolution  lies  on  the  table  for  one  day 
of  course. 
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Mr.  Lanman  moved  that  the  resolution  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Baeton  saw  no  necessity  for  referring 
the  resolution ;  nor  did  he  see  any  impropriety 
in  requesting  a  copy  of  that  part  of  a  treaty 
which  related  to  the  inhabitants  of  a  country 
now  become  a  part  of  the  United  States,  and 
which  was  intended  for  their  benefit ;  and  if  it 
was  not  in  the  Department  of  State,  he  could 
imagine  no  impropriety  in  going  further,  and 
asking  France  and  Spain  for  that  particular 
article,  though  they  might  wish  to  keep  'the 
treaty,  in  the  main,  private. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Benton  said,  he  had  been  careful  to  ask 
only  for  that  particular  article  of  the  treaty 
which  related  to  the  rights  of  the  people  of 
Louisiana,  lest  it  might  have  the  appearance  of 
wishing  to  pry  into  State  secrets,  or  interfering 
with  what  did  not  properly  concern  them.  But, 
in  deference  to  those  for  whose  opinions  in  such 
matters  he  respected,  he  would  modify  his  res- 
olution, as  suggested  by  Mr.  Kjng. 

Mr.  LowEiE  remarked  that,  if  it  was  improp- 
er to  call  for  a  part  of  a  treaty,  it  would  be  at 
least  as  much  so  to  ask  for  the  whole  treaty. 
This  treaty,  he  said,  though  not  public,  might 
have  been  communicated  to  the  Executive  of 
our  Government  in  confidence ;  and  it  would  be 
improper  to  take  a  step  which  might  lead  to 
the  publication  of  it.  He  waa,  therefore,  averse 
to  the  modification  which  had  been  accepted  by 
the  mover,  and  moved  to  restore  it  to  its  origi- 
nal shape. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  replied  that  every 
one  who  had  been  a  member  of  the  Senate  long 
must  know  that  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso  was 
not  in  the  possession  of  our  Government,  but 
merely  that  article  of  it  which  related  to  the 
cession  of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  EoDNET  was  of  opinion  that  the  treaty  in 
question  had  been  published,  he  believed,  in 
Dodsley's  Annual  Register.  He  was  under  this 
impression,  from  the  circumstance,  which  he 
remembered,  that  when  the  Louisiana  question 
was  debated,  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
Mr.  Geiswold  opposed  the  purchase,  because, 
among  other  reasons,  the  title  was  not  clear  and 
complete,  in  consequence  of  the  Treaty  of  San 
Ildefonso  not  having  been  promulgated;  to 
whom  it  was  answered,  Mr.  R.  said,  that  the 
treaty  had  been  published  in  the  work  which 
he  had  mentioned. 

Mr.  Loweie's  motion  to  amend  waa  negatived 
— ayes  16,  noes  20 ;  and 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  in  its  modified 
form — simply  requesting  a  copy  of  the  treaty  if 
in  the  Department  of  State. 


Wednesday,  February  6. 
Louisiana  Lcmi  Titles. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  resolution  offered 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Benton,  requesting  certain 
information  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States ;  and,  after  some  further  explanation  on 
the  part  of  the  mover,  in  which  he  showed, 
from  the  unsettled  condition  of  land  titles  in 
upper  Louisiana,  (Missouri.)  the  probable  value 
of  the  information  which  he  sought — the  two 
first  branches  of  the  resolution  were  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  stated  on  the  third  branch 
of  the  resolution,  which  called  for  a  copy  of  a 
particular  article  of  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso, 
if  in  the  Department  of  State,  and,  if  not  in  the 
Department,  then,  that  the  President  be  re- 
quested to  apply  to  the  Courts  of  France  and 
Spain  for  a  copy  of  the  same — 

Mr.  King,  of  New  Tork,  said,  he  was  very 
wOling  to  go  as  far  as  to  request  of  the  Pres- 
ident a  copy  of  the  treaty,  if  in  the  Department 
of  State,  but  if  it  was  not  there  he  would  ask 
no  further.  There  would  be  an  indelicacy,  he 
thought,  in  applying  to  a  foreign  Government 
for  a  copy  of  a  treaty  which  that  Government 
had  seen  fit  to  keep  private.  It  was  a  singular 
fact,  Mr.  K.  observed,  that  the  treaty  by  which 
Louisiana  was  originally  ceded  from  France  to 
Spain  had  never  been  made  public ;  the  only 
public  document  on  this  subject,  was  the  letter 
from  the  King  of  France,  (Louis  XIV.,)  to  his 
Director  General,  D'Abadie,  but  the  treaty  was 
not  published.  So,  likewise,  with  the  retroces- 
sion of  the  country  from  Spain  to  France,  the 
fact  was  made  known  only  by  a  proclamation 
of  General  Salcedo  and  the  Marquis  de  Casa 
Oalvo.  The  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso  having  been 
so  carefully  concealed  by  the  parties  to  it,  con- 
tained, no  doubt,  other  stipulations  besides  that 
for  the  cession  of  Louisiana,  which  they  did  not 
choose  to  disclose.  The  reasons  for  this  were 
reasons  of  State ;  and  should  our  Government, 
under  such  circumstances,  apply  for  a  copy  of 
the  treaty,  the  answer,  no  doubt,  would  be  that, 
so  far  as  we  were  interested,  we  were  informed 
of  aU  that  was  necessary,  and  that  we  had  no 
right  to  ask  further.  Should  we  say  that  there 
were  things  in  the  treaty  which  it  was  impor- 
tant for  us  to  know,  the  reply  would  be  the 
same,  that  what  was  kept  back,  was  kept  back 
for  reasons  of  their  own,  in  which  we  had  no 
concern.  As  to  the  treaty  containing  any  thing 
which  affected  private  titles  in  the  temtory, 
every  thing  which  related  to  that  subject  was 
embraced  in  the  treaty  by  which  the  country 
was  ceded  to  the  United  States.  He  had  no  ob- 
jection, however,  to  requesting  a  copy  of  the 
treaty,  if  the  Government  possessed  it,  (though 
it  was  well  known  there  was  no  such  treaty  in 
the  Department  of  State,)  but  he  would  stop 
there — he  could  not  consent  to  ask  of  a  foreign 
Government  to  disclose  to  us  what  it  had  chosen 
not  to  communicate.  He  moved,  therefore,  to 
amend  the  resolution  so  as  to  correspond  with 
this  opinion. 


Wednesday,  February  20. 

Propagating  the  Gospel  among  the  Heathen. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  the  following  motions 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  bo 
directed  to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  pa- 
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tent  (if  any  such  there  be  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment) which  issued  under  an  act  of  Congress  of  June 
1st,  1796,  conveying  to  the  Society  of  United  Breth- 
ren for  propagating  the  Gospel  among  the  Heathen, 
three  tracts  of  land  of  four  thousand  acres  each,  to 
include  the  towns  of  Gnadenhutten,  Schoenbrunn, 
and  Salem,  on  the  Muskingum,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
in  trust  to  said  Society,  for  the  sole  use  of  the  Chris- 
tian Indians  formerly  settled  there. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested 
to  collect,  and  communicate  to  the  Senate  at  the 
commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  the 
best  information  which  he  may  be  able  to  obtain,  rel- 
■  ative  to  the  said  Christian  Indians,  and  the  lands 
intended  for  their  benefit,  in  the  above-mentioned 
grant ;  showing,  as  correctly  as  possible,  the  advance 
or  decline  of  said  Indians  in  numbers,  morals,  and 
intellectual  endowments ;  whether  the  said  lands  have 
enured  to  their  sole  benefit ;  and,  if  not,  to  whom,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  have  such  benefits  accrued. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  furnish 
a  copy  of  the  above  resolutions  to  the  Society  of 
United  Brethren  for  propagating  the  Gospel  among 
the  Heathen,  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  So- 
ciety, at  Bethlehem,  in  Northampton  county,  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Territorial    Government   in    West  Florida — 
Complaint  of  Unlawful  Imprisonment. 

The  Peesidbnt  of  the  Senate  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  petition  which  he  had  received  from 
Marcos  de  Villiers  and  Arnoldo  Guillemard, 
representing  themselves  to  be  ancient  Inhabit- 
ahts  of  Pensacola,  who  have  been  illegally  im- 
prisoned by  the  acting  Governor  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  West  Florida,  and  praying  the  inter- 
position of  Congress  for  their  relief.  The  peti- 
tion was  accompanied  by  sundry  documents, 
embracing  an  appeal  from  the  petitioners  to 
the  acting  Governor  for  their  release  from  im- 
prisonment, and  his  refusal. 

Mr.  Baeboue,  not  knowing  at  the  moment 
what  would  be  the  most  proper  disposition  for 
these  papers,  though  it  was  probable  that  a 
reference  of  them  to  the  Executive  would  be 
most  suitable,  moved  to  lay  them  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LowEiB  moved  also  to  print  them ;  for, 
on  hearing  the  papers  read,  he  thought  the 
reasoning  of  the  memorial  to  the  acting  Gov- 
ernor was  plausible,  if  not  unanswerable ;  but 
he  should  like  to  read  them. 

Mr.  Elliott  thought,  as  this  petition  would 
also,  no  doubt,  be  presented  to  the  House  of 
Kepresentatives,  it  would  be  better  for  the 
Senate  to  take  no  step  on  the  subject  at  present, 
but  wait  the  proceedings  of  the  other  House,  to 
whom  perhaps  inquiries  into  such  matters,  in- 
volving the  conduct  of  Executive  officers,  more 
appropriately  belonged ;  and  that  it  would  be 
better  that  the  Senate  should  not  adopt  any 
course  which  might  In  anywise  compromit 
its  future  proceetogs,  or  -the  dignity  of  the 
body. 

Mr.  Babbotie  deemed  it  proper  that  each 
House  should  act  independently  for  itself  in 
such  cases,  without  reference  to  any  proceed- 
ings elsewhere. 

Vol.  Vn.— 11 


Mr.  JoHNsoir,  of  Kentucky,  presumed,  as  the 
papers  involved  the  conduct  of  officers  under 
the  control  of  the  Executive,  that  they  ought  to 
be  referred  to  the  President  of  "the  United 
States,  either  with  or  without  any  expression 
of  opinion.  There  was  no  difficulty  in  the  case, 
he  thought.  These  men  were  a  part  of  the 
Spanish  officers  who  had  been  sent  out  of  the 
province  by  General  Jackson,  and  had  now  re- 
turned to  Pensacola  to  behave  themselves  as 
peaceable  citizens,  and  had  been  imprisoned  by 
the  acting  Governor.  It  was  a  case  for  the 
Executive  to  act  on. 

Mr.  Kma,  of  Alabama,  calling  for  a  division 
of  the  question,  it  was  first  taken  on  printing 
the  petition  and  documents,  and  negatived — 
ayes  19,  noes  22. 

The  papers  were  then  ordered  to  be  laid  on 
the  table. 


Feidat,  February  22. 
Propagating  the  Gospel  amvong  the  Eeathen. 

The  resolutions,  moved  on  a  previous  day  by 
Mr.  Benton,  of  Missouri,  being  under  considera- 
tion, 

Mr.  Benton  said  that  he  would  undertake  to 
show,  by  a  dry  detail  of  historical  facts,  the 
propriety  of  adopting  them. 

He  said  it  happened  about  a  himdred  years 
ago,  that  the  followers  of  the  sectarian  Sohwenk- 
feld  were  expelled,  by  the  reigning  Elector, 
from  the  Electorate  of  Saxony ;  and  about  the 
same  time  a  Dr.  Spangenbnrg,  Theologus  Ad- 
junctus  in  the  University  of  Halle,  lost  his  place 
in  the  University  on  account  of  some  dispute 
with  the  divines.  Being  out  of  employment, 
these  individuals  united  in  a  project  to  cross 
over  to  the  British  colonies  in  America  for  the 
purpose  of  civilizing  and  converting  the  In- 
dians; and  addressing  themselves  to  Governor 
Oglethorpe,  then  in  London,  received  from  him 
the  means  of  transportation  to  Savannah  in 
Georgia.  Ai-rived  at  that  place,  they  immedi- 
ately commenced  their  labors  among  the  Creek 
Indians ;  founded  a  church  and  a  school  at  a 
place  called  Irene,  five  miles  from  Savannah, 
and  had  the  greatest  success,  according  to  the 
published  accounts,  in  teaching  and  converting 
the  natives.  The  noise  of  their  employment 
and  success  drew  others  from  Germany,  and 
with  the  increase  of  laborers  was  duly  extended 
the  field  of  action.  They  spread  to  the  North, 
and  entered  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  being, 
invited,  as  the  history  of  the  mission  reports, 
by  the  Indians  themselves.  Mr.  B.  said  that 
he  could  not  gainsay  the  alleged  fact  of  the  in- 
vitation, nor  was  it  material  to  the  point  in. 
hand ;  but  he  cotdd  say,  that  such  an  invitation 
implied  a  contradiction  of  every  spring  of  hu- 
man action,  there  being  no  principle  in  the 
breast  of  man,  either  civilized  or  barbarian,, 
which  can  impel  him  to  invite  another  to  make 
an  attack  upon  the  articles  of  his  faith  and  the 
sanctity  of  his  God.    Be  that  as  it  may,  Mr.  B.. 
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said  that  the  Brethren  (for  by  that  name  they 
began  to  be  known)  established  themselves  in 
the  village  of  Shekoraeko,  which,  if  it  now 
stands,  will  be  found  between  the  rivers  Hud- 
son ajid  Oonneoticut,  some  fifty  miles  west  of 
Hartford.  It  was  a  principal  town  of  the  Ma- 
hikender  tribe,  and  ike  Brethren  immediately 
established  a  school  and  a  clmrch,  and  had  the 
most  wonderful  success  in  teaching  and  con- 
verting. To  do  justice  to  their  labors,  Mr.  B. 
said  tljat  he  would  read  the  account  given  of  it 
by  their  own  historian,  Loskiel : 

"  In  July  the  new  chapel  at  Shekoraeko  was  finish- 
ed and  consecrated ;  some  of  the  Elders  of  the  con- 
gregation of  Bethlehem  being  present.  The  congre- 
gation usually  met  every  forenoon  to  hear  a  dis- 
course delivered  upon  some  text  of  scripture.  Every 
evening  a  hymn  was  sung.  A  monthly  prayer  day 
was  likewise  established,  on  which  accounts  were 
read  concerning  the  progress  of  the  Gospel  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  world,  and  prayer  and  supplica- 
tion made  unto  God  for  all  men,  with  thanksgiving. 
The  prayer  days  were  peculiarly  agreeable  to  the  In- 
dians :  especially  because  they  heard  that  they  were 
remembered  in  prayer  hy  so  many  children  of  God 
in  other  places.  Both  on  these  days  and  on  all  festi- 
val days,  Shekomeko  was  all  alive,  and  it  may  be 
said  with  truth,  that  the  believers  showed  forth  the 
death  of  the  Lord  b  oth  early  and  late.  One  day  above 
one  hundred  savages  came  thither  on  a  visit,  and 
one  of  the  missionaries  observed,  tfiat,  wherever  two 
were  standing  together,  our  Lord  Jesus  and  his  love 
to  sinners,  as  the  cause  of  his  bitter  sufferings,  was 
the  subject  of  conversation." 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  history  went  on  to  show 
that  the  converted  Indians  increased  in  number 
and  grace  until  they  became  an  example  to  the 
people  of  Oonneoticnt.  He  mentioned  particu- 
larly the  case  of  a  certain  justice  of  the  peace, 
as  related  by  Loskiel,  who  came  to  Shekomeko 
to  find  out  whether  any  thing  was  going  on 
there  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  colony,  and 
who  was  made  ashamed  of  himself  by  the  godly 
walk  and  conversation  of  the  Indians,  and  re- 
turned home  rebuked  asad  edified  by  their  ex- 
ample. 

Mr.  B.  said  that,  continuing  to  increase  in 
numbers  and  to  widen  their  theatre,  the  Breth- 
ren appeared  in  Pennsylvania  among  the  Dela- 
wares  and  Shawnese,  then  in  great  numbers 
upon  the  Susquehanna  River  and  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  iPhiladelphia.  He  mentioned  Nain, 
Shamokin,  Bethlehem,  Nazarelii,  and  many 
other  places,  as  founded  at  this  time  and  filled 
with  converted  Indians,  and  read  from  Loskiel 
to  show  that  a  single  congregation  consisted  of 
five  hundred  converts,  and  that  the  schools 
were  thronged  with  girls  and  boys,  divided 
into  regular  classes,  and  making  wonderful  pro- 
gress in  their  studies.  He  alluded  to  the  opinion 
of  Dr.  Franklin  about  these  establishments,  but 
passed  om  to  the  Muskingum,  on  the  Ohio,  "where 
the  vanguard  of  the  Brethren  arrived  aboui;  the 
year  1770.  Here  they  founded  the  towns  of 
Gnadenhutten,  Scfcoenbrunn,  and  New  Salem, 
and  were  proceeding  with  tieir  usual  success, 
as  testified  by  the  historian,  when  the  settle- 


ments were  broken  up,  and  themselves  dispers- 
ed by  the  troubles  of  the  Revolutionary  war. 
It  was  not  until  after  the  return  of  peace  in 
1783  that  they  could  return  to  their  lahors,  and 
about  this  time  they  began  to  attract  the  notice 
of  the  American  Government,  and  to  receive 
from  at  promises  of  aid,  in  consideration  of  their 
great  success  in  teaching  and  converting  the 
Indians.  He  read  from  Loskiel,  to  show  that 
the  Brethren  were  now  full  of  courage  and  con- 
fidence ;  that  the  schools  and  churches  flourish- 
ed; that  the  young  especially  exceeded  the 
old;  that  their  converts,  in  the  whole,  had 
amounted  to  fifteen  hundred  persons,  "  which 
they  considered  to  be  a  stock  large  enough  to 
be  a  light  of  the  Lord  shining  into  many  hea- 
then nations,  for  the  eternal  salvation  of  their 
immortal  souls." 

Mr.  B.  said  it  was  to  these  Indians  that  the 
resolutions  referred ;  for  their  use  that  twelve 
thousand  acres  of  land  were  granted,  and  it  was 
their  present  number  and  actual  condition  which 
he  wished  to  learn.  He  said,  it  was  about  this 
time  that  the  Brethren,  with  others,  became  in- 
corporated, under  the  act  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  by  the 
name  of  "  The  Society  of  United  Brethren  for 
propagating  the  Gospel  among  the  heathen." 
The  usual  privileges  to  sue  and  be  sued,  to  have 
and  to  hold  real  and  personal  estate,  wei-e  im- 
parted to  it,  and  it  was  to  this  society  that  the 
land  in  question  was  granted  in  trust  for  the 
sole  use  of  the  Christian  Indians  of  the  towns 
he  had  mentioned. 

Mr.  B.  adverted  to  the  resolutions  which  he 
had  submitted,  and  to  the  nature  of  the  inquiry 
which  they  contemplated.  He  said  the  grant 
conveyed  nothing  but  the  use  of  the  land,  and 
that  upon  a  precise  limitation.  If  the  use  had 
failed,  the  limitation  had  attached,  and  the 
ground  returned  to  the  grantor.  He  said  it 
would  have  been  idle  in  him  to  undertake  to 
put  the  Senate  upon  this  inquiry,  without  be- 
ing able  to  suggest  a  failure  of  the  use;  he 
therefore  made  the  suggestion,  but  vrithout  go- 
ing into  particulars,  hoping  that  the  Senators 
from  Ohio,  so  much  more  competent  than  him- 
self, would  do  the  Senate  that  favor. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  was  a  friend  to  the  Indians, 
and  an  enemy  to  the  abuse  of  charities.  He 
believed  that  great  abuses  had  been  committed 
on  public  and  private  charity,  in  the  name  of 
humanity  to  Indians.  He  did  not  include  all 
missionaries  in  this  censure.  He  knew  that  the 
best  men  upon  earth  had  engaged  in  that  busi- 
ness from  the  purest  and  and.most  disinterested 
motives.  He  knew  that  the  early  history  of 
North  and  South  America  was  full  of  such  ex- 
amples— examples  of  jnen  who,  braving  all 
dangers  and  hardships,  died  at  the  stake  in 
flames  and  tortures,  martyrs  to  their  zeal  to 
•carry  the  light  of  the  gospel  into  the  darkest 
regions.  Still  he  believed  that  great  abuses  had 
been  committed,  and  he  could  hold  it  but 
little  short  of  an  abuse  to  attempt,  at  this  day, 
with  the  experience  of  three  hundi'ed  years  be- 


DEBATES  OF  CONGBESS. 


163 


Febeuaky,  1822.] 


Propagating  the  Gospel  among  the  Heathen. 


[Senate. 


fore  our  oar  eyes,  to  raise  money  from  the  weak 
and  credxilons  for  the  purpose  of  converting  the 
Indians.  He  said  we  had  the  experience  of 
three  hundred  years,  and  every  year  of  it  would 
furnish  illustrations. of  the  truth  of  his  position; 
but  he  would  only  go  back  two  huncfred,  and 
that  for  the  sake  of  a  single  example.  Canada 
was  then  just  discovered — ^the  French  held  it — 
Henry  IV.  was  then  on  the  throne,  and  the 
Jusuit  Father  Cotton  was  his  confessor.  This 
Jesuit  conceived  the  design  of  converting  the 
Canada  Indians,  and  the  first  question  with  him 
was  to  raise  the  ways  and  means.  Man,  said 
Mr.  B.,  is  an  excitable  animal  and  woman  stiU 
more  so,  and,  above  all,  a  French  man  and  a 
French  woman.  The  Jesuit  knew  this ;  so  he 
addressed  himself  to  the  ladies  of  the  Court 
and  city  of  Paris.  The  effect  was  electric. 
High  and  low  rushed  into  the  project.  Ene- 
mies in  every  thing  else,  united  in  this.  Mary 
of  Medicis,  wife  of  the  King,  and  the  Marchion- 
ess Verneuil,  his  mistress,  vied  with  each 
other  in  the  profosion  of  their  donations.  The 
Duchesses  D'Aiguillon  and  Lesdigui6res,  and 
the  Countess  Guercheville,  figured  in  their 
train.  The  gazettes  of  the  day  were  spangled 
with  the  names  and  titles  of  female  patronesses 
of  missions.  Money,  clothes,  and  valuable  ef- 
fects, flowed  in  upon  the  Jesuit.  Toung  ladies 
were  even  sent  to  Canada  to  nurse  the  sick 
Christian  Indians,  and  that  superb  establish- 
ment in  Quebec,  the  Motel  Dieu,  was  founded 
by  the  Duchess  D'Aiguillon  for  an  Indian  hos- 
pital. To  repay  so  much  liberality  the  Jesuit 
missionaries  sent  back  the  most  wonderful  ac- 
counts of  their  success.  According  to  their  re- 
ports, the  Six  Nations,  and  divers  other  na- 
tions, were  converted,  and  the  island  of  Or- 
leans, below  Quebec,  contained  six  hundred 
Indian  monks  and  nuns,  regularly  divided, 
male  and  female,  into  two  distinct  societies.* 
The  zeal  of  the  ladies  rose  to  frenzy,  and  Fa^ 
ther  Cotton  had  to  moderate  it. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  French  Calvinists,  aU 
the  while,  insisted  that  the  Jesuits  were  doing 
no  good  to  the  Indians,  but  acquiring  much 
power  and  riches  for  themselves — ^for  which 
they  were,  of  course,  stigmatized  by  the  Jesuits 
as  the  enemies  of  the  Indians.  On  which  side 
the  better  reason  was,  might  be  guessed  at 
from  the  fact,  that,  when  the  English  Govern- 
ment succeeded  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  Cana- 
das,  they  found  the  Jesuits  in  possession  of  very 
few  converts,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  very 
large  revenues;  no  less  than  forty-four  thousand 
dollars  per  annum,  which  went  to  the  Bx'itish 
crown  upon  the  extinction  of  the  order,  some 
years  ago:  and  there  ended  the  charities  of 
Parisian  ladies  in  favor  of  converting  American 
Indians. 


*  "Le  dfcir  d'imiter  la  reine  des  vlerges,  faisoit  cmbrasser 
le  c^Iibat  i  un  tr6s  grand  nombre  des  fiUes ;  et  la  condulte 
^dilmnte  de  ces  epouses  de  Jesus  rendolt  respectable,  parmi 
les  sauvages,  im  6tat  qui,  peu  d'annees  auparavant,  y  avoit 
m  m^prise." — CharlmoiiB,  Sietoire  de  la  JfowveUe  Stance, 
voL  2,  page  55. 


But,  Mr.  B.  said,  it  was  not  Father  Cotton  * 
and  the  ladies  only  who  had  tried  this  business 
and  failed  in  it.  All  the  Kings  of  France,  from 
the  discovery  of  Canada  in  1600,  to  the  cession 
of  that  province  and  Louisiana  in  1763,  had 
made  the  same  experiment,  with  the  same  won- 
derful success  in  the  beginning,  and  the  same 
miserable  result  in  the  end.  In  the  reigns  of 
these  king^  the  missionaries  covered  the  vaUey 
of  the  Mississippi,  and  carried  their  adventurous 
zeal  to  the  shores  %£  Lakes  Superior  and  "Win- 
nipeg, and  to  the  banks  of  the  Saskatohiwine 
River,  everywhere  converting  nations,  and 
building  chapels,  and  bringing  to  their  altars 
innumerable  worshippers  of  the  only  true  and 
hving  God.  And,  yet,  what  is  the  present 
fruit  of  all  this  labor  ?  If  a  traveller  on  the 
banks  of  the  Mississippi  should  inquire  for  the 
monuments  of  that  time,  and  of  that  work,  he 
might  be  pointed  to  the  walls  of  a  fallen  down 
house  in  the  village  of  Kaskaskia,  and  told 
"  that  was  the  Jesuits'  College ;"  he  might  be 
pointed  to  a  stream  of  water  below  St.  Louis 
called  La  Rkiiere  des  Peres,  (river  of  the 
fathers,)  and  to  another  above  called  La  Eiv- 
iere  des  Moines  (river  of  the  Monks)-^and  in- 
formed that  these  walls,  and  these  names,  are 
the  only  vestiges  which  now  remain  of  all  the 
labors  of  that  powerful  order  in  this  magnificent 
valley. 

Mr.  B.  pointed  to  Lake  Superior,  and  said  it 
was  the  same  thing  there.  The  site  of  the 
chapel  which  contained  800  worshippers  in  the 
time  of  Charlevoix,  was  now  unknown.  Nay, 
more :  the  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  missiona- 
ries had  ever  been  there,  was  itself  in  danger  of 
being  lost.  He  had  the  authority  of  Sir  Alex- 
ander McKenzie,  for  asserting  that  this  knowl- 
edge, even  thirty  years  ago,  was  confined  to 
the  stream  of  tradition,  and  to  the  memory  of 
some  superannuated  old  men.  If  such  had 
been  the  fruit  of  missions  patronized  by  such 
men  as  Henry  IV.  and  the  Duke  of  SuUy,  Louis 
Xin.,  Cardinal  Richelieu,  Louis  XTV.,  and  the 
great  Colbert,  led  by  an  order  who,  for  energy 
and  devotion,  have  been  styled  the  Janissaries 
of  the  Papal  throne,  Mr.  B.  said  that  he,  for 
one,  was  ready  to  despair  of  any  great  success 
from  our  empty  pockets  and  discordant  forces. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  had  covered  no  more 
groimd  than  the  terms  of  the  resolutions  re- 
quired, and  he  had  done  so  designedly.  He 
had  seen  in  a  gazette  of  the  city  the  copy  of  a 
constitution,  and  a  list  of  the  grand  dignitaries 
of  a  vast  society  announced  for  the  conversion 
of  Indians.  The  list  embraced  all  Presidents 
and  Ex-Presidents ;  all  Secretaries  of  War,  and 
State,  and  Treasury,  and  Navy ;  all  Judges  and 
Governors,  Generals  and  Commodores,  Preach- 
ers and  Schoolmasters,  and  all  members,  present 
and  to  come,  of  both  Houses  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States.  As  a  member  of  the 
Senate,  he  found  himself  included  in  the  list, 
certainly  without  his  knowledge,  and  equally 
certain  without  his  approbation.  He  had, 
therefore,  made  this  exposition  of  his  senti- 
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ments  to  show  that  he  did  not  countenanoe  the 
views  of  the  society.  He  was  laid  under  a  ne- 
cessity of  doing  so,  for  the  constitution  and  list 
is  printed  in  this  city ;  the  elections  are  said  to 
have  taken  place  in  this  city ;  all  is  done,  as  it 
would  seem  abroad,  in  our  very  presence ;  and, 
if  we  do  not  except  to  the  procedure,  we  agree 
to  it ;  silence  gives  consent.  And  what  impo- 
sitions may  not  be  practised  ?  The  niuth  article 
of  this  constitution,  creates  a  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means — ^flve  the  complement,  and 
three  the  quorum.  This  committee  is  enjoined 
"  to  devise  and  prosecute  to  efifect  the  measures 
most  practicable,  and  best  adapted  to  supply 
the  Society's  treasury  with  the  necessary  txaAs 
to  carry  on  its  operations."  This  quorum  of 
three  are  the  soul  of  the  Society ;  they  are  to 
raise  the  wind  I  How?  Nobody  knows.  Who 
are  they?  Nobody  knows.  What  may  they 
not  do  in  the  name  of  this  redoubtable  society ! 
They  may  run  subscriptions  through  all  parts 
of  Europe  and  America,  and  who  could  have 
the  courage  to  refuse  a  mite  to  such  a  formida- 
ble array  of  beggars  ?  The  weak  and  credulous 
would  give  what  was  due  to  their  children, 
their  servants,  or  their  poor  neighbors,  under 
the  delusive  ^dea  that  the  great  men  whose 
names  they  saw,  were  seriously  engaged  in 
converting  Indians,  and  would  faithftdly  apply 
all  that  was  received  to  that  object.* 

Mr.  Beowit,  of  Ohio,  said,  in  answer  to  the 
call  thus  made  on  him,  by  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri,  that  he  could  only  observe  that  he 
was  unable  to  give  an  estimate,  tolerably  cor- 
rect, of  the  value  of  the  property  of  Ohio,  pos- 
sessed by  the  United  Brethren.  He  believed 
that  the  cultivated  portion  of  their  grant  was 
comparatively  small,  and,  to  all  appearance,  the 
revenue  derived  from  it  could  not  be  very  con- 
siderable ;  he  was  uninformed  what  might  have 
been  the  amount,  as  well  as  its  application. 
The  State  of  Ohio,  for  several  years,  exempted 
the  land  from  taxation.  In  the  course  of  time, 
since  the  first  Moravian  mission  was  sent  to 
the  Tuscarawas,  (now  fifty  years  or  more,)  it 
would  seem,  from  their  own  accounts,  that 
their  zeal  for  propagating  the  gospel  had  been 
so  successful  as  to  assemble  a  large  congrega- 
tion of  Indians,  whom  they  had  converted  to 
Ohristianity,  which  congregation  has  now  be- 
come nearly  extinct ;  owing  to  massacre,  wars, 
and  dispersion,  together  with  many  of  the  vices 
that  usually  attended  a  degraded  community, 
so  that  the  unfortunate  Indians,  in  that  region, 
under  the  special  protection  of  the  Brethren, 
have  dwindled  to  a  few  families ;  comprehend- 
ing, in  all,  perhaps  twenty  individuals,  inhabit- 
ing a  wretched  hamlet,  called  Goshen,  on  the 

*  Tlieso  concluding  sontenoos  unveiled  the  object  whicli 
this  speech  hlid  in  view,  which  otherwise  might  not  seem 
to  have  any  practical  application.  It  was  to  bring  the  pub- 
lic mind  to  consider  what  must  happen  to  this  formidable 
Society,  by  showing  what  had  happened  to  all  such  item  the 
discovery  of  the  two  Americas.  The  speech  had  the  de- 
sired efCect,  and  the  Society  expired  in  the  birth. 


Tuscarawas  branch  of  the  Muskingum;  exhibit- 
ing, like  the  persons  of  the  natives,  an  appear- 
ance of  squalid  wretchedness.  They  have 
among  them  a  resident  from  the  society,  and 
are  said  to  cultivate  a  comipon  field  in  a  rude 
and  imperfect  manner.  This  remnant,  shows 
no  symptoms  of  mental  improvement ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  many  marks  of  their  degradation 
appear  in  their  idleness,  want,  and  habits  of  in- 
toxication among  the  men.  As  the  condition 
of  these  Indians,  to  whom  the  professed  benevo- 
lence of  the  United  Brethren  has  been  extend 
ed,  seems,  said  Mr.  B.,  in  no  way  improved; 
the  ostensible  object  of  that  same  mission,  in 
which  Mr.  Heokewelder  spent  above  forty 
years,  has  totally  failed. 

Mr.  LowBiE,  of  Pennsylvania,  observed  that, 
on  hearing  the  resolutions  read,  he  had  no  ob- 
jections to  their  passage.  He  was  always  in 
favor  of  information  on  every  subject  where 
there  was  any  allegation  of  mismanagement,  or, 
as  in  this  case,  a  failure  of  the  use.  Of  the 
present  case,  he  knew  nothing  on  either  side, 
and  he  should  not  have  said  a  word,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  general  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri,  which  appeared  to  him  to  have 
been  perfectly  gratuitous,  at  least  he  was  not 
able  to  see  their  applicataon  to  the  resolutions 
now  under  consideration.  He  did  not  like  dis- 
cussions of  this  kind  to  be  brought  before  the 
Senate,  unless  arising  out  of  the  business  im- 
mediately before  us.  Should  it  become  neces- 
sary to  discuss  this  subject,  he,  Mr.  L.,  believed 
it  would  not  be  difficult  to  give  a  very  differ- 
ent view  of  the  subject  from  that  given  by  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri.  Without  denying 
the  facts  adduced,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  could  produce 
other  facts  which  would  place  the  subject  in 
another  light,  and  he  had  long  found  it  neces- 
sary, in  coming  to  a  correct  conclusion,  to  hear 
both  sides.  If  there  have  been  mistakes  on 
this  subject,  it  is  not  surprising,  and  from  those 
very  mistakes  information  would  be  derived. 
It  was  likely  that  those  engaged  in  this  benevo- 
lent business  had,  at  the  first,  kept  too  much 
out  of  view  the  necessity  of  teaching  the  In- 
dians agriculture  and  the  common  arts  of  civil- 
ized life.  The  proceedings  of  the  different 
missionary  societies  show  tjtiat  this  error  is  now 
corrected.  He  did  not  intend  to  engage  further 
in  the  discussion.  He  would  not  have  said  a 
word  had  it  not  been  that  an  inference  in  favor 
of  such  general  remarks  might  have  been  drawn 
from  the  circumstance  of  their  being  permitted 
to  pass  in  silence. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolutions ;  and  they  were  agreed  to. 

Tttesdat,  February  26. 
Death  of  Mr.  PinTcTiey. 
The  Journal  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  rose  and  addressed 
the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  President:  It  has  become  my  painful 
duty  to  announce  to  the  Senate  the  melancholy 
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fact,  that  my  mnoli  esteemed  and  distinguished 
colleague  is  no  more.  An  attempt  to  excite 
the  sympathies  of  the  Senate  for  a  loss  so  great, 
and  so  afflicting,  would  hetray  a  suspicion  of 
their  sensibility^  and  would  do  injustice  to  the 
memory  of  him  whose  loss  we  must  all  sin- 
cerely deplore.  This  chamber,  sir,  has  been 
one  of  the  fields  of  his  fame.  You  have  seen 
him  in  his  strength.  Tou  have  seen  him  the 
admiration  of  the  Senate ;  the  pride  of  his  na- 
tive State ;  the  ornament  of  his  country.  Be  is 
now  no  more.  But,  for  his  friends  and  rela- 
tives, there  is  consolation  beyond  the  grave.  I 
humbly  and  firmly  trust,  that  he  now  reposes 
on  the  bosom  of  his  God. 

Mr.  Kestg,  of  Alabama,  then  rose,  and  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolve,  prefacing  it  with 
the  observation,  that,  although  the  Senate  and 
the  country  knew  and  honored  the  public  chax'- 
acter  of  the  deceased,  Tie  had  known  him  as  a 
man,  and  knew  how  to  appreciate  the  loss 
which  they  had  all  sustained : 

Resolved,  vnanimovsly.  That  a  committee  te  ap- 
pointed to  take  order  for  superintending  the  funeral 
of  the  Honorable  Willlam  PmKNEr,  which  wiU  take 
place  to-morrow  morning,  at  eleven  o'clock ;  that  the 
Senate  wiU  attend  the  same  ;  and  that  notice  of  the 
event  be  given  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

On  balloting  for  a  committee,  the  following 
gentlemen  were  chosen : 

Mr.  King  of  New  Tork,  Mr.  Maoon  of  North 
Carolina,  Mr.  Baebotje  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Eod- 
ITET  of  Delaware,  and  Mr.  Williams  of  Mis- 
sissippi. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kjng,  of  Alabama,  it  was 
also  unanimously 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Senate,  from  a 
sincere  desire  of  showing  every  mark  of  respect  due 
to  the  memory  of  the  Honorable  WmjAM  Pinkket, 
deceased,  late  a  member  thereof,  will  go  into  mourn- 
ing for  him  one  month,  by  the  usual  mode  of  wear- 
ing a  crape  round  the  left  arm. 

Besolved,  unanimously.  That,  as  an  additional  mark 
of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  Honorable  William 
PiNKKEY,  the  Senate  do  now  adjonm. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned  accordingly. 


about  an  hour  and  a  half  in  support  of  the 
right,  the  equity,  and  the  expediency  of  the 
object  proposed  in  the  resolution ;  when,  not 
having  concluded  the  remarks  which  he  wished 
to  offer  on  the  subject,  he  asked  the  indulgence 
of  the  Senate  to  be  permitted  to  conclude  them 
to-morrow ;  and,  thereupon,  the  resolution  was, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Bajbboue,  laid  on  the  table. 


Thcesdat,  February  28. 
Lamdafor  Education. 
The  Senate  then,  according  to  the  order  of 
the  day,  took  up,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
the  following  resolutions,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Lloyd,  on  the  10th  of  January,  and  postponed 
from  time  to  time  to  this  day : 

Resolved,  That  appropriations  of  territory  for  the 
purposes  of  education,  should  he  made  to  those 
States  in  whose  favor  no  such  appropriations  have 
been  made,  corresponding  in  a  just  proportion  with 
those  heretofore  made  to  other  States  in  the  Union. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  resohition  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  with  iostructioiis  to  report  a 
bill  pursuant  thereto. 

Mr.  Llotd  rose,  and  addressed  the  Senate 


F^iDAT,  March  1. 
Appropriations  for  holding  Indian  Treaties. 

The  following  Message,  from  the  Peesedent 
OF  TBS  United  States,  was  received  yester- 
day: 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

Under  the  appropriation  made  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  11th  of  April,.  1820,  for  holding  treaties 
with  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  Nations  of  Indians,  for 
the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  lands  within 
the  State  of  Georgia,  pursuant  to  the  fourth  condition 
of  the  first  article  of  the  articles  of  agreement  and 
cession,  concluded  between  the  United  States  and  the 
State  of  Georgia,  on  the  24th  day  of  April,  1802,  a 
treaty  was  held  with  the  Creek  Nation,  the  expense 
of  which,  upon  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the 
commissioners  who  were  appointed  to  conduct  the 
negotiation,  was  ascertained  to  amount  to  the  sum  of 
$24,695,  leaving  an  unexpended  balance  of  the  sum 
appropriated,  of  |5,305 ;  a  sum  too  small  to  nego- 
tiate a  treaty  with  the  Cherokees,  as  was  contem- 
plated by  the  act  making  the  appropriation.  The 
Legislature  of  Georgia,  being  still  desirous  that  a 
treaty  should  be  held  for  further  extinguishment  of 
the  Indian  title  to  lands  within  that  State,  and  to  ob- 
tain an  indemnity  to  the  citizens  of  that  State  for 
property  of  considerable  value,  which  has  been  taken 
from  them  by  the  Cherokee  Indians,  I  submit  the 
subject  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  that  a 
further  sum,  which,  in  addition  to  the  balance  of  the 
former  appropriation,  will  be  adequate  to  the  ex- 
penses attending  a  treaty  with  them,  may  be  appro- 
priated, should  Congress  deem  it  expedient. 

JAMES  MONBOE. 

Washington,  Feb.  25, 1822. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Lands  for  Education. 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
relative  to  an  appropriation  of  public  land  to 
the  old  States,  for  education. 

Mr.  Llotd  resumed  the  speech  which  he 
commenced  yesterday  in  support  of  the  reso- 
lution, and  occupied  the  floor  about  an  hour. 

Mr.  Edwaeds,  of  Illinois,  next  rose,  and 
spoke  nearly  two  hours  against  the  resolution, 
as  follows : 

Mr.  President :  notwithstanding  that  any  op- 
position to  the  resolution  upon  your  table,  on 
the  part  of  the  Representatives  of  the  new 
States,  has  been  denounced  as  "  disreputable  to 
their  characters  for  honesty  and  justice,"  not 
only  by  many  of  our  most  distinguished  and 
patriotic  public  journals,  but  also  by  one  of  the 
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most  respectable  States  of  the  Union ;  yet,  sir, 
a  sense  of  duty  ■will  not  permit  me  to  decline 
an  Investigation  of  the  subject,  hopeless  as  it 
may  be  to  oppose  my  feeble  efforts  to  the  tran- 
scendent abilities  with  which  the  proposition 
under  consideration  has  been  supported,  and, 
unpleasant  as  it  is,  to  subject  myself  to  imputa- 
tions, which  the  zeal  of  many  of  its  ablest  advo- 
cates affords  me  but  little  prospect  of  escaping. 
I  shall,  however,  carefully  endeavor  to  follow 
the  example  of  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
has  just  resumed  his  seat,  (Mr.  Llotd,)  in 
treating  the  subject  with  such  deference  to  the 
feelings  of  others,  as  to  furnish  no  ground  of 
exception  to  any  gentleman,  with  whom  it  may 
be  my  misfortune  to  differ  in  opinion ;  and  per- 
mit me  to  say,  sir,  that  equally  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland,  appreciating  the  advan- 
tages of  education,  regarding  it  as  a  most  eflBcient 
means  of  increasing  the  virtue,  knowledge,  and 
happiness  of  mankind,  and  of  imparting  addi- 
tional moral  power,  stability,  and  embellish- 
ment to  our  republican  institutions,  it  would 
afford  me  the  sinoerest  gratification,  to  unite 
with  him  in  any  just  and  proper  measure  for 
the  advancement  of  that  important  object. 
But,  sir,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  doubtful,  at 
least,  whether  Congress  can  rightfully  adopt, 
for  that  purpose,  the  measure  now  under  con- 
sideration. 

The  appropriation  which  we  are  asked  to 
make,  is  avowed  to  be  for  a  mere  State  pur- 
pose, and  in  that  point  of  view,  I  shall  proceed 
to  consider  it  under  every  modification  of  which 
it  is  susceptible.  The  question  then  is,  can  the 
resources  of  this  nation  be  thus  apphed?  This 
should  be  tested  by  principle  rather  than  by 
the  "  precedents  upon  precedents  "  referred  to 
and  relied  upon  by  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land ;  for  this  Government  is  much  too  young 
to  acknowledge  the  force  of  any  precedents  not 
founded  upon,  and  much  less  of  those  which 
are  in  opposition  to  principle ;  and  gentlemen 
who  are  disposed  to  avail  themselves  of  an  ar- 
gument deduced  from  mere  precedents,  in  the 
present  case,  ought  to  recollect  how  little  in- 
clined they  would  he  to  respect  such  authority, 
in  a  variety  of  other  cases  that  might  be  refer- 
red to. 

In  discussing  this  subject,  said  Mr.  E.,  I  may, 
I  presume,  safely  premise  that  the  duties, 
powers,  and  objects,  of  the  Federal  and  State 
Governments,  are  separate  and  distinct ;  that 
the  success  of  our  whole  governmental  experi- 
ment, and  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  this 
nation,  depend  upon  the  fidelity  and  wisdom 
with  which  those  governments  respectively  dis- 
charge their  appropriate  functions.  Each  gov- 
ernment has,  for  those  important  .purposes, 
and  as  necessary  thereto,  its  own  particular  re- 
sources, which  cannot  be  yielded  up,  or  misap- 
plied, without  impairing  its  capacity  to  fulfil 
the  objects  of  its  institution ;  for  nothing  could 
be  mote  nugatory  than  a  grant  of  powers  with- 
out the  means  of  executing  them.  The  re- 
Bources  of  this  Government  are  found  from  ex- 


perience to  be,  at  this  time,  inadequate  to  its 
wants ;  any  measure,  therefore,  whose  tendency 
would  be  further  to  embarrass  and  cripple  its 
operations,  must  be  deemed  highly  inexpedient 
at  least. 

Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  E.,)  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  appears  to  have  reviewed,  with 
critical  accuracy,  all  the  events  connected  with 
the  acquisition  of  the  national  domain ;  and  he 
Ibas,  with  great  perspicuity,  traced  out  the  ori- 
gin, and  demonstrated  the  validity,  of  our  title 
to  it.  But,  sir,  whether  it  has  been  acquired 
by  conquest,  cessions  from  particular  States,  or 
purchases  from  foreign  powers,  one  thing  is 
undeniable — ^it  has  doubtless  been  acquired  by, 
and  exclusively  belongs  to  the  Confederation, 
or  Union.  It  must,  therefore,  be  considered  as 
national,  and  not  State  property,  and,  by  feir 
inference,  is  applicable  only  to  national  and  not 
State  objects.  .It  is  true,  as  contended  by  the 
honorable  gentleman,  that  it  is  a  common  fund, 
in  which  aU  the  States  are  interested.  So,  sir, 
is  the  revenue,  and  every  other  species  of  prop- 
erty belonging  to  the  United  States,  in  relation 
to  all  of  which  the  interest  of  the  States  is  pre- 
cisely the  same.  Being  a  common  fund,  appli- 
cable to  the  use  and  support  of  the  General 
Government,  the  States  can  enjoy  the  benefits 
of  it  only  in  its  just  and  legitimate  application 
to  national  purposes.  I  hold  it,  therefore,  that 
no  State  can  rightfully  claim,  and  of  course  to 
none  can  be  granted,  the  separate  and  dis- 
tinct use,  and  enjoyment  of,  the  property,  or 
funds  of  the  nation,  in  consequence  of  a  right 
to  a  common  participation  therein. 

Independent,  however,  of  these  general  con- 
siderations, the  adoption  of  the  prop6g.ed  meas- 
ure is,  I  think,  forbidden  by  a  just  regai-d  to  the 
positive  stipulations  of  the  United  States  which 
ceded  the  public  domain  on  the  East  side  of  the 
Mississippi  Eiver.  Let  us,  said  Mr.  E.,  for  a 
moment,  attend  to  the  circumstances  under 
which  those  cessions  were  made,  which  have 
been  so  eloquently  narrated  and  commented 
upon  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland. 

During  our  Revolutionary  struggle,  which 
eventuated  so  happily,  in  the  estabUshment  of 
our  liberty  and  independence,  the  pecuniary  re- 
sources of  the  nation  had  been  exhausted ;  and, 
at  the  close  of  the  contest,  it  found  itself  loaded 
with  a  heavy  debt,  incurred  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  war,  which  it  had  not  the  means  of  dis- 
charging ;  but  which  every  dictate  of  justice, 
honor,  and  gratitude,  required  diould  be  pro- 
vided for,  at  the  earliest  practicable  period,  by 
every  means  which  the  nation  could  com- 
mand. 

Several  of  the  States  claimed  large  tracts  of 
waste  and  unappropriated  territory  in  the 
Western  country,  as  being  within  "their  char- 
tered limits.  These  claims  had  long  been  the 
subject  of  much  animated,  and  sometimes  irri- 
tating discussion,  as  is  auflioiently  obvious  from 
the  authorities  read  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland.  The  States  which  had  no  part  in 
those  lands,  had  earnestly  insisted  that,  if  the 
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dominion  over  them  should  he  established  by 
the  common  force  and  treasure  of  the  United 
States,  they  ought  to  be  appropriated  as  a  com- 
mon fund  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
war.  Congress,  appealing  to  the  generosity, 
magnanimity,  and  patriotism,  of  the  States 
having  those  claims,  had  recommended  and  so- 
licited liberal  cessions  of  a  portion  of  them,  for 
the  same  purposes — ^promising,  as  inducements 
thereto,  by  the  very  resolution  which  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  has  read  to  you,  that  all  the 
lands  which  might  be  so  ceded  or  relinquished, 
should  be  disposed  of  for  the  common  benefit 
of  the  United  States ;  that  they  should  be  set- 
tled and  formed  into  distinct  Eepublican  States, 
which  should  be  admitted  into  the  Federal 
Union ;  and  that  the  regulations  for  granting 
and  for  settling  those  lands  should  be  prescribed 
by  Congress. 

The  States  thus  appealed  to,  yielding  at 
length  to  a  laudable  spirit  of  harmony  and  con- 
ciliation, made  the  cessions  which  had  been  re- 
quested of  them — not,  however,  without  stipu- 
lating very  explicitly  that  those  lands  should  be 
considered  as  a  common  fund  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  Union,  as  it  then  was,  or  thereaf- 
ter might  be ;  and  that  they  should  be  faithfully 
and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for  that  common  pur- 
pose, "  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  what- 
soever." 

The  United  States,  therefore,  having  solicited 
and  accepted  of  the  cessions  upon  such  terms — 
under  such  circumstances — ^having  bound  them- 
selves, by  solemn  compact,  to  dispose  of  those 
lands  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  Union — 
"and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever," 
Congress  cannot  now,  I  think,  consistently  with 
good  faith  and  honor,  disregard  those  solemn 
engagements,  by  withdrawing  the  whole,  or 
any  part  of  the  fund  so  surrendered,  from  the 
use  of  the  Union,  and  appropriating  it  to  that 
of  any  one  or  more  States. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  E.,  the  stipulations  of  the  United 
States  embrace  tine  whole  of  those  lands.  If, 
then,  you  can  withdraw  any  part  of  them  from 
the  use  for  which  they  were  specially  solicited, 
ceded,  and  accepted,  where,  I  beg  leave  to  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  is  the  limit  to 
your  power  over  them  ?  Why  may  you  not  as 
well  make  partition  of  the  whole  of  them  among 
the  several  States  of  the  Union?  And  how  then 
would  you  fulfil  the  stipulations  of  the  United 
States  ?  First,  that  the  regulations  for  grantiug 
and  settling  those  lands  should  be  prescribed 
by  Congress.  Secondly,  that  they  should  be 
settled;  and,  thirdly,  that  being  settled,  they 
should  be  formed  into  distinct  Eepublican 
States,  and  admitted  into  the  Federal  Union. 
It  cannot  be  contended  that  we  are  competent 
to  delegate  powers  for  such  purposes  to  the 
States,  for,  if  that  be  the  case,  there  are  no 
powers  with  which  wo  are  invested,  that  might 
not,  with  equal  propriety,  be  transferred. 

Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  E.,  it  is  no  answer  to 
these  objections  to  contend,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  seems  to  do,  that  the  claims  of 


the  ceded  States  were  not  just  and  valid;  for, 
however  defective  they  may  have  been  origi- 
nally, the  United  States,  by  accepting  of  the 
cessions  upon  special  conditions,  must  be  con- 
sidered as  having  admitted  the  right,  and  bound 
themselves  to  comply  with  the  conditions : 
otherwise,  there  could  be  no  faith  and  confi- 
dence reposed  in  any  adjustment,  arrangement, 
or  contract,  with  Government,  piere  Mr. 
Lloyd  rose  and  explained  the  remarks  he  had 
made;  and  having  resumed  his  seat,  Mr.  E. 
again  proceeded.^ 

But,  sir,  let  us  inquire  into  the  extent  of  the 
appropriation  we  are  called  upon  to  make.  In- 
stead of  the  "  small  slice,"  as  described  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  it  is  to  the  enormous 
amount  of  about  ten  millions  of  acres  of  the  na- 
tional domain,  which,  at  the  average  price  at 
which  those  lands  have  hitherto  been  sold, 
would  produce  a  sum  nearly  equal,  if  not  en- 
tirely so,  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  net  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  of  public  lands,  received  into 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  during  the 
last  nineteen  or  twenty  yeai-s.  It  would  be 
needless  to  review  the  extraordinary  circum- 
stances which,  in  this  period,  so  powerfully  con- 
tributed to  augment  the  receipts  of  the  Treasury 
from  this  source  of  our  revenue.  Similar  causes 
are  not  likely  to  recur  for  many  years  to  come ; 
and,  calculating  upon  the  sales  that  have  been 
made  since  those  causes  have  ceased  to  operate, 
a  much  longer  period,  probably  not  less  than 
double  that  length  of  time,  would  be  requisite 
to  effect  sales  to  the  same  amount. 

What  then,  Mr.  President,  is  to  be  the  con- 
sequence of  granting  this  quantity  of  land  to 
the  States,  in  whose  favor  it  is  applied  for  ?  It 
surely  cannot  he  seriously  intended  to  vest  the 
old  States  with  the  power  to  plant  colonies  of 
tenants  in  the  new  ones.  This  would  be  im- 
practicable, and,  to  those  States,  utterly  useless. 
Waiving  other  important  considerations,  which 
I  forbear  even  to  allude  to,  the  vast  extent  of 
the  national  domain,  and  the  cheapness  of  un- 
improved lands,  thank  God  for  it,  afford  but 
little  prospect  of  renting  such  lands  to  advan- 
tage, or  of  even  having  them  settled  and  im- 
proved for  the  use  of  them. 

The  object,  then,  must  be  either  to  authorize 
the  States  to  dispose  of  the  land,  or  that  this 
Government  shall  become  their  auctioneer  for 
that  purpose.  The  former  would  be  transfer- 
ring to  those  States  a  power  exclusively  dele- 
gated to  Congress — a  right  to  do  that  which, 
according  to  the  stipulations  before  referred  to, 
can  only  he  performed  by  Congress.  For,  I 
take  it  for  granted  that,  if  you  cannot  vest  in 
the  States  the  right  to  dispose  of  their  respec- 
tive interests  in  the  whole  of  the  public  lands, 
you  can  transfer  to  them  no  power  to  dis- 
pose of  any  part  of  them.  But,  sir,  supposing 
there  is  nothing  solid  in  this  objection,  what  is 
to  be  the  efifect  upon  your  Treasury,  of  author- 
izing the  States  to  sell  the  land  proposed  to  be 
granted  to  them  ?  They  must  enter  into  compe- 
tition with  you.    In  proportion  to  the  extent  of 
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their  sales,  whatever  they  may  be,  yours  must 
be  diminished ;  because  not  only  the  price,  the 
sale  of  land,  must  depend  upon  the  relation 
which  supply  bears  to  demand  ;  for  if  the  price 
be  so  low,  and  the  supply  so  great,  that  it  ceases 
to  be  an  object  of  speculation,  there  can  be  no 
motive  to  purchase  it  but  for  cultivation.  As 
the  Government,  however,  would  still  have  an 
infinitely  greater  variety  of  lands  to  select  from, 
the  States  could  not  sell  at  all  to  any  extent 
without  underselling  the  Government.  This, 
therefore,  they  must  do,  otherwise  their  lands 
would  be  of  no  use  to  them.  Eecollect,  sir,  the 
millions  of  acres  which  you  have  granted  in 
military  bounties.  These  have  already  come 
into  competition  with  you  at  the  reduced  price 
of  twenty  to  forty  dollars  a  quarter  section,  and 
have  most  materially  curtailed  your  sales.  Add 
to  them  the  ten  millions  of  acres  now  proposed 
to  be  granted,  you  must  abolish  your  present 
system  of  sales,  and  abandon  your  minimum 
price  altogether,  or  close  up  your  land  offices 
for  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  years  to  come. 

Take,  then,  sir,  if  you  please,  the  other  alter- 
native, that  the  Government  shall  dispose  of  the 
land  for  the  benefit  of  those  States.  To  this 
some  gentlemen  seem  to  think  there  can  be  no 
objection,  because  the  constitution  has  delegat- 
ed to  Congress  the  power  of  disposing  of  the 
property  of  the  United  States,  though  that  pow- 
er is,  by  express  stipulation,  and  plain  and  ob- 
vious inference,  coupled  with  the  positive  duty 
of  disposing  of  such  property  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Union.  By  this  plan,  however,  the  inju- 
rious effects  of  competition  might  be  avoided, 
and  the  present  minimum  price  preserved.  But, 
as  has  been  already  shown,  it  would  require 
some  twenty  years  at  least  to  dispose  of  the  land, 
though  not  an  aci'e  should,  in  the  mean  time, 
be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  Union.  This 
would  indeed  be  transforming  Federal  into 
State  agents ;  abstracting  them  from  duties  for 
whose  performance  they  were  solely  created, 
and  devoting  them  to  a  pretty  long  servitude 
to  mere  State  purposes.  Now,  sir,  admitting 
we  have  a  right  to  give  away  the  land  to  the 
States,  whence  do  we  derive  the  power  to  con- 
stitute ourselves,  and  our  successors,  too,  their 
agents  and  trustees  ?  Or  to  convert  this  Gov- 
ernment into  such  State  machinery  ? 

But,  sir,  putting  the  best  possible  aspect  upon 
this  plan,  it  can  amount  to  nothing  less  than  a 
virtual  grant  of  money,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
public  Treasury,  with  a  pledge  of  our  already 
pledged,  repledged,  triple,  quadruple,  quintuple 
pledged  public  lands,  for  its  payment.  Is,  then, 
that  a  proper  time  for  making  such  an  appro- 
priation, when  the  receipts  of  the  Treasury  are 
not  more  than  adequate  to  the  current  expenses 
of  the  Government?  When  the  Government 
has  to  support  itself  by  loans  of  five  millions  at 
a  time?  And  when  every  man  in  the  nation, 
of  ordinary  sagacity,  must  be  convinced  that 
we  must  soon  resort  to  a  permanent  system  of 
internal  taxation  ?  Sir,  said  Mr.  E.,  it  cannot 
be  disguised  from  the  people  of  this  nation,  that, 


in  proportion  as  we  misapply  or  impair  any  of 
the  ordinary  sources  of  revenue,  additional  bur- 
dens must  be  imposed  upon  them.  And  can  it 
be  supposed  that  they  will  be  reconciled  to  an 
appropriation,  to  such  an  amount,  attended  with 
such  consequences,  without  even  the  pretence 
of  power  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  enforce  its 
application  to  the  objects  for  which  it  is  to  be 
granted  ? 

But,  sir,  what  is  to  be  the  extent  to  which 
the  new  doctrines  upon  which  the  present  pro- 
position is  supported,  are  to  lead  us?  One  false 
step  begets  another.  If,  because  one  thirty- 
sixth  part  of  the  national  domain,  in  the  new 
States,  has  been  appropriated  to  the  support  of 
education  therein,  the  States  in  which  there  is 
no  public  land  are  entitled  to  an  appropriation 
of  equal  amount,  as  contended  by  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  why  may  they  not,  with  equal 
propriety  and  justice,  claim  a  much  larger  pro- 
portion of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  public 
land  for  a  different  purpose;  and  one,  too, 
which  has  not  escaped  the  attention  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman,  but  has  been  several  times 
referred  to  by  him  in  the  course  of  his  remarks? 
By  stipulations  with  the  new  States,  one-twen- 
tieth of  those  proceeds  is  appropriated  to  tha 
making  of  roads  in  and  leading  to  them.  Are 
not  roads,  as  well  as  education,  equally  neces- 
sary to  every  State  in  the  Union  ?  And  if  yon 
grant  the  proposed  appropriation  for  the  sup- 
port of  education,  upon  the  principles  contend- 
ed for  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland — not 
asked  as  a  favor,  but,  according  to  his  own 
language,  "demanded  as  a  right" — upon  what 
ground  can  you  refuse  the  suggested  appropria- 
tion for  public  roads  ?  If  the  latter  be  granted, 
then  will  not  only  this  source  of  national  rev- 
enue be  completely  annihilated,  but  other 
sources  must  be  rendered  tributaiy  to  the 
States.  For  if  a  sum  equal  to  one-twentieth 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  public  land,  is  to 
be  granted  to  each  State,  then,  as  certainly  as 
that  twenty-twentieths  are  the  whole,  those 
proceeds  can  only  satisfy  twenty  States,  and  the 
balance  must  be  paid  out  of  some  other  branch 
of  the  revenue. 

In  short,  sir,  it  appears  to  me  that  we  have 
no  more  right  to  grant  away  to  the  States  the 
funds,  than  the  powers  of  this  Government ; 
for,  take  from  it  its  pecuniary  resom-ces,  and 
destroy  its  character  for  good  faith,  it  would 
be  idle  mockery  to  pretend  to  talk  about  it 
powers. 


Monday,  March  4. 
Florida  Territorial  Government. 
The  Senate  then  took  up  the  bill  to  establish 
a  government  for  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  the  sitting  in  discussing 
and  maturing  its  numerous  provisions ;  in  the 
course  of  which,  Mr.WALKEE  offered  an  amend- 
ment containing  provisions  for  annexing  a  part 
of  West  Florida  to  the  State  of  Alabama.    This 
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amendment  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the 
bill  was  laid  on  the  table.* 


Monday,  March  4. 
2Tie  I'roposed  Adjournment. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  resolution  offered  by 
Mr.  KJtN&,  of  New  York,  on  Friday,  proposing 
that  the  present  session  be  adjourned  on  the 
first  Monday  in  April. 

Mr.  K.  merely  observed  that  nothing  had  yet 
been  done ;  that  nothing  more  than  the  ordi- 
nary and  necessary  business  of  the  session  would 
be  done  ;  and  it  was  better,  therefore,  to  ter- 
minate the  session. 

Mr.  Smith  said  that,  owing  to  the  larger  num- 
ber of  the  other  House,  it  was  true  it  had  not 
progressed  with  business  as  fast  as  the  Senate ; 
and  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  it  could.  The 
great  mass  of  business  was  generally  considered 
and  acted  on  in  the  other  House  first ;  they 
knew  what  they  had  to  do,  and  it  was  better 
that  a  proposition  to  fiK  a  day  for  adjournment 
should  come  from  that  House.  Though  much 
had  not  yet  been  done,  it  was  no  reason  that 
much  should  not  be  done ;  but  it  could  not  be 
unless  time  sufficient  were  allowed.  If  the  ses- 
sions should  be  limited  to  a  period  too  soon  for 
completing  the  public  business,  it  would  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  bill  to  meet  earlier  at  the  next  ses- 
sion ;  so  that  nothing  would  be  gained  by  a 
hasty  adjournment.  It  was  certainly  too  soon 
to  fix  a  day  of  adjournment ;  there  was  much 
important  business  before  both  Houses,  which 
ought  to  be  acted  on  deliberately ;  and  it  was 
impossible  to  say  now  exactly  how  long  it  would 
require. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  thought  it  was  time  to 
go  home ;  nothing  would  be  lost  by  postponing 
most  of  the  important  questions  now  before  Con- 
gress to  the  next  session  ;  andhe  was  the  more 
in  favor  of  an  early  adjournment,  as  it  would, 
he  hoped,  be  the  foundation  of  an  act  for  an 
earUer  meethig  of  the  next  session.  Under  the 
present  arrangement  of  the  meetings  and  ad- 
journments of  Congress,  the  Northern  members 
labored  under  the  disadvantage  of  coming  and 
returning  at  a  bad  season,  both  as  it  regarded 
the  weaSier  and  the  roads.  He  saw  no  reason 
why  one  session  should  be  six  months  and  the 
other  three  months  long.  By  adjourning  earher 
and  meeting  earlier,  every  alternate  session,  the 
sessions  would  be  equalized,  and  the  incon- 
veniences he  had  referred  to  would  be  done 
away. 

Mr.  Kma,  of  New  York,  said,  at  the  opening 
of  the  session,  the  President  gave  such  a  view 
of  the  public  affairs  as  presented  very  little  busi- 
ness for  the  consideration  of  Congress.  The 
finances  of  the  country,  it  was  stated,  were  free 
from  difficulty,  the  income  being  sufficient  for 

*  This  bill  corresponded  with  the  ordinance  of  1T87,  with 
the  modiflcation  which  had  been  made  in  the  Orleans  Ter- 
ritorial bill,  and  with-  the  exception  of  the  anU-slavery 
clause,  and  some  other  prOTisions  relating  to  slavery. 


the  public  expenditures ;  and,  as  the  great  busi- 
ness of  the  money  affairs  of  the  nation  stood 
well,  there  was  not  much  at  the  beginning  of 
the  session  which  demanded  the  attention  of 
Congress.  Mr.  K.  said  the  session  had  passed 
off  in  a  very  indolent  manner,  and  it  was  desir- 
able that  it  should  be  brought  to  a  speedy  close. 
If  there  was  any  thing  of  importance  necessary 
to  be  done,  it  had  already  received  such  a  por- 
tion of  consideration  as  to  be  acted  on  within 
the  time  proposed  by  the  resolution.  But,  he 
repeated,  that,  as  tlere  was  nothing  to  do,  and 
as  nothing  would  be  done,  it  was  better  to  ad- 
journ. If  the  other  House  should  think  differ- 
ently, they  could  say  so ;  it  was  for  them  to  be 
responsible  for  protracting  the  session,  if  they 
deemed  it  necessary ;  but  it  was  time  the  Sen- 
ate should  say  that  they  were  ready  to  close 
the  session. 

Mr.  Yan  Dyke  said  no  inconvenience  or  in- 
jury could  arise  from  adopting  the  resolution. 
Congress  had  been  a  long  time  in  session ;  the 
records  would  show  that  very  little  had  been 
done,  and  the  files  would  show  that  little  of 
what  might  be  called  public  business  claimed 
attention.  It  would  be  as  well  to  remind  the 
other  House  that  the  Senate  had  nothing  before 
it  which  would  prevent  an  adjournment,  and 
that  it  would  be  prepared  to  close  the  session 
by  an  early  day. 

Mr.  LowEEE  observed,  that  if  this  resolution 
passed,  it  would  be  at  least  admitted  that  many 
of  the  committees  had  been  very  unnecessarily 
occupied  with  the  business  referred  to  them. 
But,  he  conceived,  if  it  was  right  in  the  Senate 
to  impose  on  committees  the  labor  of  investi- 
gating subjects,  it  was  proper  for  the  Senate  to 
consider  and  dispose  of  the  reports  which  were 
made.  He  slluded  particularly  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pubho  Lands,  and  the  number  of  im- 
portant cases  referred  to  it,  relative  to  private 
claims,  which  had  been  reported  on,  and  which, 
injustice  to  the  petitioners,  ought  to  be  acted 
on.  As  to  public  business,  Mr.  L.  said  that  it 
was  desirable  that  it  should  never  be  legislated 
on  very  rapidly  or  hastily.  '  For  these  reasons 
he  was  opposed  to  the  resolution,  and  moved, 
to  try  the  question,  to  strike  out  ibejirst  Mon- 
day of  AprD,  and  insert  the  third  Monday, 
which  would  extend  the  session  to  the  15th  of 
the  month.  He  was  as  anxious  as  any  mem- 
ber to  terminate  the  session,  but  could  not  con- 
sent to  do  so  until  the  public  business  was  at- 
tended to,  and  the  numerous  petitions  now 
before  Congress  disposed  of. 

Mr.  JjLOYD  said,  if  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion could  expedite  the  adjournment,  he  would 
be  in  favor  of  it;  but  "the  experience  of  this 
morning  proved  to  him  that  it  would  not ;  and, 
indeed,  he  never  saw  these  resolutions  have  any 
effect  but  to  give  rise  to  debate.  If  we  are 
seriously  disposed  to  dose  the  session,  said  Mr. 
L.,  let  us  go  seriously  to  work  on  the  business 
before  us.  The  time  spent  in  this  very  debate 
might  have  been  saved,  and  something  useful 
acted  on.    Mr.  L.  was  not  aware  of  many  ques- 
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tions  of  national  importance  which  required  the 
attention  of  Congress ;  but,  as  long  as  the  right 
of  petition  'was  secured  to  the  people — as  long 
as  they  had  the  right  to  come  before  Congress 
for  a  redress  of  grievances,  it  was  the  bounden 
duty  of  Congress  to  hear  and  decide  on  their 
petitions.  These  were  generally  presented  to 
the  other  House  through  tlie  immediate  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  and  it  was  for  that 
House  to  say  when  they  could  get  through  the 
claims  before  them,  and  complete  their  business. 
Mr.  L.  was  in  favor,  therefore,  of  waiting  for 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  suggest  a  day 
of  adjournment. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  gentlemen  from  the  Korth 
complained  that  the  roads  were  bad,  at  the  sea- 
sons when  Congress  met  and  adjourned;  but  he 
had  always  understood  that  the  roads  were  all 
turnpiked  north  of  Maryland,  and  that  It  was 
the  Southern  members  who  labored  under  this 
disadvantage ;  but  surely  roads  which  the 
neighbors  used  every  day  could  be  travelled 
by  members  of  Congress  twice  a  year.  This, 
however,  was  not  the  question.  The  real  ques- 
tion was,  whether  the  business  could  be  done  in 
a  given  time.  He  should  vote  for  the  resolu- 
tion, no  matter  what  day  was  inserted,  as  he 
wished  to  fix  on  some  day ;  for,  he  said,  legisla- 
tion was  lilce  a  snow  baU ;  the  more  you  roll  it, 
the  bigger  it  grows,  and  the  longer  we  sit  here, 
said  Mr.  M.,  the  more  business  we  make.  Fix 
a  day,  and  we  shall  get  clear  of  those  incessant 
motions  for  new  subjects,  and  the  business  be- 
fore us  will  be  taken  up  and  done. 

Mr.  Smith,  to  show  the  futility  of  fixing  on  a 
day  so  long  in  advance,  referred  to  an  instance 
in  which  the  Senate  had  proposed  to  the  other 
House  to  terminate  the  session  on  the  JOth  of 
April,  and  they  did  not  actually  adjourn  until 
the  15th  of  May.  It  was  impossible  to  say 
whether  the  public  business  could  be  brought 
to  a  close  by  a  particular  day  so  far  ahead. 
This,  he  remarked,  had  beeli  caUed  a  talking 
Government ;  it  was  so ;  and  he  cared  not 
what  was  said,  so  long  as  the  public  business 
did  not  go  undone.  Was  the  fatigue  complained 
of,  incurred  in  doing  nothing  ?  "Was  not  the 
Senate,  he  asked,  every  day  engaged  in  consid- 
ering some  business  or  other  in  which  the  peo- 
ple were  interested  ?  So  long  as  he  was  con- 
scious of  not  neglecting  his  public  duties,  he  dis- 
regarded any  thing  that  was  said  by  the  news- 
papers. As  to  the  complaints  of  the  printers, 
they  would  always  complain,  whether  with  or 
without  reason ;  some  of  them  wished  to  take 
away  our  desks,  others  might  next  propose  that 
we  dispense  with  our  seats;  and  many,  no 
doubt,  would  think  our  time  well  employed  if 
it  were  entirely  spent  in  reading  the  useful  in- 
formation of  the  newspapers.  But  the  com- 
plaints referred  to,  Mr.  S.  contended,  were  in  a 
great  measure  unfounded  and  unjust.  Who 
could  tell  the  time  necessary  for  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  various  questions  which  came  be- 
fore Congress  for  consideration,  but  those  who 
were  here  to  witness  the  intricacy  of  many 


of  them,  the  difficulty  of  arriving  at  right  con- 
clusions, the  numerous  documents  connected 
with  them,  the  ingenuity  of  claimants,  and  the 
necessity  oi  mature  deliberation.  Few  per- 
sons at  a  distance  could  appreciate  these  reasons 
for  delay,  in  deciding  even  on  the  multitude 
of  private  claims,  and  still  less  on  the  neces- 
sity of  fully  examining  questions  of  great  na- 
tional concern  before  they  were  decided  on. 
Was  Congress,  he  asked,  to  transform  itself  into 
a  Quaker  meeting,  take  up  every  thing  at  a 
word,  discard  all  debate,  and  decide  every  ques- 
tion by  simple  yea  and  nay  ?  Mr.  S.  avowed 
his  belief  that  the  safety  of  the  liberties  of  the 
country  lay  in  deliberation ;  and,  although  much 
might  be  uttered  here  which  was  unnecessary, 
or  even  foolish,  this  was  a  small  evil  compared 
with  the  value  of  discussion  and  deliberation. 
It  is  very  true  that  aU  the  business  before  Con- 
gress was  disposed  of  at  one  session;  he  should 
never  forget  it ;  and  he  well  remembered  that 
between  eight  o'clock  at  night  of  the  last  day 
of  that  session,  and  the  following  morning,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  approved  and 
signed  between  seventy  and  eighty  bills ;  there 
was  no  time  allowed  for  discussion;  no  man 
dared  attempt  to  speak  on  them  ;  all  that  he 
could  do  was  to  say  aye  or  no ;  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended which  required  the  bills  to  be  read  on 
different  days,  all  the  safeguards  of  deliberation 
were  broken  down ;  and  he  well  remembered 
that  seven  laws  passed  three  readings  in  ten 
minutes,  for  he  had  held  his  watch  in  his  hand 
and  noted  the  time.  These  were  the  fruits  of 
precipitate  adjournment.  The  same  conse- 
quence would  always  ensue  if  time  were  not 
allowed  for  the  deliberate  transaction  of  the 
business.  This  was  not  the  way  to  legislate  on 
the  important  affairs  confided  to  them  by  the 
people. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  that,  from  the  earnestness  with 
which  this  resolution  was  debated,  one  would 
suppose  that  it  was  a  motion  to  coerce  the  other 
House  into  an  adjournment.  He  presumed  the 
proposition  must  begin  somewhere ;  and,  under 
present  circumstances,  it  could  not  be  expected 
to  originate  for  some  time  to  come  in  the  other 
House.  They  could  not,  after  occupying  so 
many  weeks  in  preparing  business  for  this 
House  to  act  on,  be  expected  to  follow  it  with  a 
proposition  to  us  to  adjourn.  It  would  come 
with  more  propriety  from  this  House,  because 
it  was  for  the  Senate  to  say  when  they  could 
probably  get  through  the  business  sent  up  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence. 
It  was  a  fact,  Mr.  O.  said,  that  the  business  of 
the  country  was  unnecessarily  procrastinated, 
and  it  was  proper  for  the  Senate  to  show  that 
it,  at  least,  was  unwilling  to  prolong  the  session 
beyond  a  reasonable  period,  or  to  consume  time 
unnecessarily. 

The  motion  made  by  Mr.  Loweie,  to  strike 
out  the  first  Monday  of  April,  and  insert  the 
second,  was  lost— ayes  15,  noes  24 ;  and  the 
resolution  was  agreed  to,  ayes  23. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 
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Weditesdat,  March  6. 
Government  of  Florida. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  hill  to  estahlish  a  government  for  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  and  spent  some  time  in 
considering  the  amendments  adopted  yesterday 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole,  yesterday,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  King,  of  Alahama,  struck  out  of 
the  biU  the  following  clause  of  the  eleventh  sec- 
tion: 

•  "  No  slave  or  slaves  shall,  directly  or  indirectly, 
be  introduced  into  the  said  Territory,  except  by  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  removing  into  the  said 
Territory  for  actual  settlement,  and  being  at  the  time 
of  such  removal,  bona  fide  owner  of  such  slave  or 
slaves  ;  and  every  slave  imported  or  brought  into  the 
said  Territory,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
shall,  thereupon,  be  entitled  to,  and  receive,  his  or 
her  freedom."* 

On  the  question  of  concurring  with  the  com- 
mittee in  striking  out  the  clause,  Mr.  Mills 
made  some  remarks  to  show  the  expediency  of 
retaining  it  in  the  bill.  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama, 
replied,  and  Mr.  Mills  further  advocated  a  dis- 
agreement to  the  amendment.  Messrs.  Bae- 
TON  and  Van  Buebn  joined  briefly  in  the  dis- 
cussion, and  Mr.  Lloyd  spoke  against  the  clause 
at  considerable  length,  and  with  much  e'arnest- 
ness. 

The  question  on  agreeing  with  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  in  striking  out  the  clause,  was 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  in  the  afBrmative,  as 
follows : 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Brown  of  Louis- 
iana, D'Wolf,  Eaton,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Mis- 
sissippi, Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
King  of  Alabama,  Lloyd,  Macon,  Noble,  Pleasants, 
Smith,  Southard,  Stokes,  Van  Dyke,  "Walker,  "Ware, 
Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee 
—23. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Barton,  Boardman,  Brown  of 
Ohio,  Chandler,  Diokerson,  Findlay,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie, 
Mills,  Morrill,  Otis,  Pahner,  Parrott,  Euggles,  Sey- 
mour, Thomas,  and  Van  Buren — 20. 

Considerable  debate  took  place  on  a  motion 
of  Mr.  Eaton  to  amend  the  biU  so  as  to  provide 
that,  in  case  of  the  absence  of  the  Governor 
froni  the  Territory,  his  duties  shall  devolve  on 
the  Secretary  of  the  Territory.  The  motion 
being  changed  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, of  Mississippi,  so  as  to  embrace,  verba- 
tim, the  similar  provision  of  the  act  of  1789,t 
respecting  the  government  of  Territories,  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

*  This  provision  is  in  tlie  Orleans  Territorial  bill  of  1S04, 
and  on  tbe  question  to  strike  it  out  of  tbis  riorida  bill,  tbe 
argument  rose  no  bigber  tban  tbat  of  expedi&ncy—aa  tbat 
tbe  Floridas  were  tbinly  populated,  and  tbat  tbe  same  rea- 
sons did  not  exist  for  restraining  tbe  increase  of  slaves  in 
this  Territory  as  in  Lower  Louisiana. 

t  Here  tbe  ordinance  of  1T8T  is  well  quoted  aa  "  the  act 
of  1789,"  as  in  fact  it  is— being  adopted  and  contin  ued  in 
force  by  tbat  act. 


A  motion  was  made  to  reduce  the  number  of 
the  Legislative  Council  from  thii-teen,  as  pro- 
posed by  the  bill,  to  seven,  but  was  lost ;  and  no 
other  amendment  being  offered  thereto, 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time. 


Thuesday,  March  7. 
Terrestrial  Goncamty — Theory  and,  Pr(^eet  of 
Captain  Symmes. 
Mr.  E.  M.  JoHNS»N,  of  Kentucky,  presented 
a  petition  from  John  Oleves  Symmes,  of  Cin- 
cinnati, in  Ohio,  stating  his  beUef  of  the  exist- 
ence of  an  inhabited  concave  to  this  globe ;  his 
desire  to  embark  on  a  voyage  of  discovery,  to 
one  or  other  of  the  polar  regions ;  his  belief  in 
the  value  and  great  honor  to  his  country  of  the 
discoveries  which  he  "would  make ;  that  his  pe- 
cuniary means  are  inadequate  to  the  purpose, 
without  public  aid ;  and  suggesting  to  Congress 
the  equipment  of  two  vessels  of  250  or  300  tons 
for  the  expedition,  and  the  granting  of  such 
other  aid  as  Government  may  deem  requisite  to 
promote  the  object.  A  motion  was  made  to 
refer  the  petition  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  which  was  refused ;  and,  after  some 
conversation,  it  was  decided  to  lay  it  on  the 
table — ayes  25. 

Feidat,  March  8. 

Gost  of  luilding  Ships,  and  Expenses  of  Nmy 

Yards. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motions  for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  tbe  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate,  the  ex- 
penses of  building  each  vessel  of  war,  at  each  navy 
yard  in  the  United  States,  authorized  by  an  act  ot 
the  2d  of  January,  1813,  to  increase  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  acts  supplementary  thereto ; 
distinguishing  each  vessel  so  built ;  the  expenses  of 
timber,  iron,  copper,  cordage,  hemp,-  cloth,  and  other 
materials ;  the  amount  paid  to  agents  or  superin- 
tendents, specifying  their  names ;  the  amount  paid 
for  labor,  particularizing  carpenters,  mast  makers, 
boat  builders,  block  makers,  blacksmiths,  armorers, 
reemers,  caulkers,  gun-carriage  makers,  sawyers, 
riggers,  and  other  laborers. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  com- 
municate to  the  Senate,  the  names  and  number  of 
officers  and  men  belonging  to  the  Navy,  employed  in, 
or  attached  to,  each  navy  yard  in  the  United  States, 
with  tbe  service  each  has  performed,  and  the  com- 
pensation each  has  received  in  pay,  rations,  and  other 
emoluments,  during  the  two  last  years,  ending  on  the 
first  of  January  last. 


Monday,  March  11. 
South  American  States. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Peesidbnt  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  of  tlie  United  States : 

In  transmitting  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
the  documents  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  that 
House,  of  the  30th  January,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to 
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invite  the  attention  of  Congress  to  a  very  important 
subject,  and  to  communicate  the  sentiments  of  the 
Executive  on  it,  that,  should  Congress  entertain  simi- 
lar sentiments,  there  may  be  such  co-operation  be- 
tween the  two  departments  of  the  Government  as 
their  respective  rights  and  duties  may  require. 

The  revolutionary  movement  in  the  Spanish  prov- 
inces in  this  hemisphere  attracted  the  attention  and 
excited  the  sympathy  of  our  fellow-citizens  from  its 
commencement.  This  feeling  was  natural  and  hon- 
orable to  them,  from  causes  which  need  not  be  com- 
municated to  you.  It  has  been  gratifying  to  all  to 
sec  the  general  acquiescence  which  has  been  mani- 
fested in  the  policy  which  the  constituted  authorities 
have  deemed  it  proper  to  pursue  in  regard  to  this 
contest.  As  soon  as  the  movement  assumed  such  a 
steady  and  consistent  form  as  to  make  the  success  of 
the  provinces  probable,  the  rights  to  which  they  were 
entitled  by  the  law  of  nations,  as  equal  parties  to  a 
civil  war,  were  extended  to  them.  Each  party  was 
permitted  to  enter  our  ports  with  its  public  and  pri- 
vate ships,  and  to  take  from  them  every  article  which 
was  the  subject  of  commerce  with  other  nations. 
Our  citizens,  also,  have  carried  on  commerce  with 
both  parties,  and  the  Government  has  protected  it, 
with  each,  in  articles  not  contraband  of  war. 
Through  the  whole  of  this  contest  the  United  States 
have  remained  neutral,  and  have  fulfilled  with  the 
utmost  impartiality  all  the  obligations  incident  to 
that  character* 

This  contest  has  now  reached  such  a  stage,  and 
been  attended  with  such  decisive  success  on  the  part 
of  the  provinces,  that  it  merits  the  most  profound 
consideration  whether  their  right  to  the  rank  of  in- 
dependent nations,  with  all  the  advantages  incident 
to  it,  in  their  intercourse  with  the  United  States,  is 
not  complete.  Buenos  Ayres  assumed  that  rank  by 
a  formal  declaration  in  1816,  and  has  enjoyed  it  since 
1810,  free  from  invasion  by  the  parent  country.  The 
provinces  composing  the  Republic  of  Colombia,  after 
having  separately  declared  their  independence,  were 
united  by  a  fundamental  Jaw  of  the  17th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1819.  A  strong  Spanish  force  occupied,  at  that 
time,  certain  parts  of  the  territory  within  their  lim- 
its, and  waged  a  destructive  war.  That  force  has 
since  been  repeatedly  defeated,  and  the  whole  of  it 
cither  made  prisoners  or  destroyed,  or  expelled  from 
the  country,  with  the  exception  of  an  inconsiderable 
portion  only,  which  is  blockaded  in  two  fortresses. 
The  provinces  on  the  Pacific  have  likewise  been  very 
successful.  Chili  declared  independence  in  1818,  and 
has  since  enjoyed  it  undisturbed ;  and  of  late,  by  the 
assistance  of  Chili  and  Buenos  Ayres,  the  revolution 
has  extended  to  Pera  Of  the  movement  in  Mexico 
our  information  is  less  authentic,  hut  it  is,  neverthe- 
less, distinctly  understood,  that  the  new  Government 
has  declared  its  independence,  and  that  there  is  now 
no  opposition  to  it  there,  nor  a  force  to  make  any. 
For  the  last  three  years  the  Government  of  Spain 
has  not  sent  a  single  corps  of  troops  to  any  part  of 
that  country ;  nor  is  there  any  reason  to  believe  it 
will  send  any'iu  future.  Thus,  it  is  manifest,  that 
all  those  provinces  are  not  only  in  the  full  enjoyment 
of  their  independence,  but,  considering  the  state  of 
the  war  and  other  circumstances,  that  there  is  not 
the  most  remote  prospect  of  their  being  deprived 
of  it. 

When  the  result  of  such  a  contest  is  manifestly 
settled,  the  new  Governments  have  a  claim  to  recog- 
nition by  other  powers,  which  ought  not  to  be  resisted. 


Civil  wars  too  often  excite  feeUngs  which  the  parties 
cannot  control.  The  opinion  entertained  by  other 
Powers  as  to  the  result,  may  assuage  those  feehngs 
and  promote  an  accommodation  between  them  useful 
and  honorable  to  both.  The  delay  which  has  been 
observed  in  making  a  decision  on  this  important  sub- 
ject, win,  it  is  presumed,  have  afforded  an  unequivo- 
cal proof  to  Spain,  as  it  must  have  done  to  other 
powers,  of  the  high  respect  entertained  by  the  Unit- 
ed  States  for  her  rights,  and  of  their  determination 
not  to  interfere  with  them.  The  provinces  belongmg 
to  this  hemisphere  are  our  neighbors,  and  have,  suc- 
cessively, as  each  portion  of  the  country  acquired  its 
independence,  pressed  their  recognition  by  an  appeal 
to  facts  not  to  he  contested,  and  which  they  thought 
gave  them  a  just  title  to  it.  To  motives  of  interest 
this  Government  has  invariably  disclaimed  all  pre- 
tension, being  resolved  to  take  no  part  in  the  contro- 
versy, or  other  measure  in  regard  to  it,  which  should 
not  merit  the  sanction  of  the  civilized  world.  To 
other  claims  a  just  sensibility  has  been  always  felt, 
and  frankly  acknowledged,  but  they  in  themselves 
could  never  become  an  adequate  cause  of  action.  It 
was  incumbent  on  this  Government  to  look  to  every 
important  fact  and  circumstance  on  which  a  sound 
opinion  could  be  formed,  which  has  been  done. 
When  we  regard,  then,  the  great  length  of  time 
which  this  war  has  been  prosecuted,  the  complete 
success  which  has  attended  it  in  favor  of  the  prov- 
inces, the  present  condition  of  the  parties,  and  the 
utter  inability  of  Spain  to  produce  any  change  in  it, 
we  are  compelled  to  conclude  that  its  fate  is  settled, 
and  that  the  provinces  which  have  declared  their  in- 
dependence, and  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  it,  ought  to 
be  recognized. 

Of  the  views  of  the  Spanish  Government  on  this 
subject,  no  particular  information  has  been  recently 
received.  It  may  he  presumed  that  the  successful 
progress  of  the  revolution,  through  such  a  long  series 
of  years,  gaining  strength,  and  extending  annually 
in  every  direction,  and  embracing,  by  the  late  im- 
portant events,  with  little  exception,  all  the  domin- 
ions of  Spain  south  of  the  United  States,  on  the  con- 
tinent, placing  thereby  the  complete  sovereignty  over 
the  whole  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  will  reconcile 
the  parent  country  to  an  accommodation  with  them, 
on  the  basis  of  their  unqualified  independence.  Nor 
has  any  authentic  information  been  recently  received 
of  the  disposition  of  other  powers  respecting  it.  A 
sincere  desire  has  been  cherished  to  act  in  concert 
with  them  in  the  proposed  recognition,  of  which 
several  were  some  time  past  duly  apprised,  but  it  was 
understood  that  they  were  not  prepared  for  it.  The 
immense  space  between  those  powers,  even  those 
which  border  on  the  Atlantic,  and  these  provinces, 
makes  the  movement  an  affair  of  less  interest  and 
excitemenfto  them  than  to  us.  It  is  probable,  there- 
fore, that  they  have  been  less  attentive  to  its  progress 
than  we  have  been.  It  may  be  presumed,  however, 
that  the  late  events  will  dispel  aE  doubt  of  the  result. 

In  proposmg  this  measure,  it  is  not  contemplated 
to  change  thereby,  in  the  slightest  mannlt,  our 
friendly  relations  with  either  of  the  parties,  but  to 
observe,  in  all  respects,  as  heretofore,  should  the  war 
be  continued,  the  most  perfect  neutrality  between 
them.  Of  this  friendly  disposition,  an  assurance 
will  be  given  to  the  Government  of  Spain,  to  whom 
it  is  presumed  it  wiU  be,  as  it  ought  to  be,  satisfac- 
tory._  The  measure  is  proposed,  under  a  thorough 
conviction  that  it  is  in  strict  accord  with  the  law  of 
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nations ;  that  it  is  just  and  right  as  to  the  parties ; 
and  that  the  United  States  owe  it  to  their  station  and 
character  in  the  world,  as  well  as  to  their  essential 
interests,  to  adopt  it.  Should  Congress  concur  in 
the  view  herein  presented,  thiy  will  doubtless  see 
the  propriety  of  making  the  necessary  appropriations 
for  carrying  it  into  effect, 

JAMES  MONROE. 
■Washington,  March  8,  1822. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Kelations. 


Ttibsdat,  March  12. 
Bank  of  the  United  States —  Officers  to  iign  No  tes. 
The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  following  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States : 

Be  it  enacted,  Sfc,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  ap- 
point an  agent  and  a  register ;  and  that  all  bills  and 
notes  of  the  said  corporation,  issued  after  the  first 
appointment  of  such  agent  and  register,  shall  be 
signed  by  the  agent  and  countersigned  by  the  reg- 
ister ;  that  such  bills  and  notes  shall  have  the  like 
force  and  effect  as  the  bUls  and  notes  of  the  said  cor- 
poration which  are  now  signed  by  the  president  and 
countersigned  by  the  cashier  thereof;  and  that,  as 
often  as  an  agent  or  register  of  the  said  corporation 
shall  be  appointed,  no  note  or  biU  signed  by  an  agent 
or  countersigned  by  a  register,  shall  be  issued  until 
public  notice  of  the  appointment  of  such  agent  or 
register  shall  have  been  previously  given,  for  ten 
days,  in  two  gazettes  printed  at  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
president,  director,  cashier,  or  other  ofSoer,  or  servant, 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  of  its 
offices,  shall  fraudulently  convert  to  his  own  use  any 
money,  biU,  note,  security  for  money,  evidence  of 
debt,  or  other  effects  whatever,  belonging  to  the  said 
Bank,  such  persons  shall,  upon  due  conviction,  be 

punished  by  imprisonment,  not  exceeding years, 

and  by  fine,  not  exceeding dollars ;  either,  or 

both,  of  said  punishments,  according  to  the  aggrava- 
tion of  the  offence. 

On  taking  up  the  bill  this  morning,  Mr.  Tal- 
bot moved  its  indefinite  postponement. 

On  this  motion  and  those  which  followed,  a 
debate  took  place  which  occupied  the  Senate 
tiU  near  four  o'clock. 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  bOl  indefinitely 
was  finally  lost  by  the  following  vote : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Brown  of  Ohio,  Chandler,  Lan- 
man,  Macon,  Noble,  Kuggles,  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  and  Williams  Sf  Tennessee — 11. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Benton,  Board- 
man,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Findlay,  GaiUard, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes*  of  Mississippi,  Johnson 
of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New 
York,  Knight,  Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Mills,  MorriU,  Otis, 
Parrott,  Pleasants,  Seymour,  Southard,  Stokes, 
Van  Dyke,  Walker,  Ware,  and  Williams  of  Missis- 
sippi— 29. 

Mr,  Pleasants  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
2d  section  of  the  biU ;  and  after  some  debate, 
this  motion  was  also  lost,  by  the  casting  vote  of 


the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Diokeeson),  the  votes  being 
19  for,  and  19  against,  the  motion. 

Ml'.  Eaton  moved  an  amendment  to  the  2d 
section,  providing  that  "the  court  before  whom 
the  conviction  shall  taie  place,  shall  have  power 
to  enter  a  judgment  against  the  party  for  the 
amount  or  value  of  the  thing  so  fraudulently 
converted,"  &c. 

The  question  was  not  taken  on  this  amend- 
ment when  the  Senate  adjom^ned. 


Thuesday,  March  14. 
Banh  of  the  United  States. 
The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bin  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.    Mr.  Holmes  having  with- 
drawn  the  amendment  offered  by  him,  and 
pending  yesterday  when  the  Senate  adjourned — 
Mr.  Baeboue  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  amended,  as  follows : 

"  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  directors  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  to  appoint  an  agent  and  a 
register  to  reside  at  Philadelphia ;  and  that  all  bills 
and  notes  of  the  said  corporation,  issued  after  the 
first  appointment  of  such  agent  and  register,  shall  be 
signed  by  the  agent,  and  countersigned  by  the  regis- 
ter ;  that  such  bills  and  notes  shal[<have  the  like 
force  and  effect  as  the  bills  and  notes  of  the  said  cor- 
poration which  are  now  signed  by  the  president  and 
countersigned  by  the  cashier  thereof ;  and  that,  as 
often  as  an  agent  or  register  of  the  said  corporation 
shall  be  appointed,  Ho  note  or  bill  signed  by  an  agent 
or  countersigned  by  a  register,  shall  be  issued,  untU 
public  notice  of  the  appointment  of  such  agent  or  reg- 
ister shall  have  been  previously  given,'  for  ten  days, 
in  two  gazettes  printed  at  the  city  of  Washington  : 
Provided,  neverthdess,  That  all  such  notes  issued  by 
said  bank,  of  and  under  ten  dollar^,  shall  be  payable 
at  the  principal  bank,  or  at  any  of  the  branches  of 
said  bank." 

After  considerable  discussion,  the  question 
was  taken  on  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  first 
section,  and  was  determined  in  the  affirmative 
— ^yeas,  23,  nays  19,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs;  Barbour,  Benton,  Brown  of  Ohio, 
Chandler,  D'Wolf,  Eaton,  Hohnes  of  Mississippi, 
Knight,  Lamnan,  Lloyd,  Macon,  Mills,  Pahner,  Par- 
rott, Pleasants,  Kuggles,  Seymour,  Smith,  Talbot, 
Tavlor,  Thomas,  Van  Dyke,  and  WilHams  of  Mis- 


Nats. — Messrs.  Barton,  Brown  of  Louisiana,  Dick- 
erson, Edwards,  Elliott,  Findlay,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of 
Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lowrie,  Morrill,  Noble, 
Southard,  Stokes,  Walker,  W^re,  and  WilUams  of 
Tennessee. 

The  remaining  section  was  then  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  by  yeas  and 
nays— 27  to  13. 

Feidat,  March  15. 
Bestrietive  System. 
Mr.  Knra,  of  New  York,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Eelations,  to  which  had  been 
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referred  a  memorial  from  South  Carolina  and 
one  from  Baltimore,  praying  a  repeal  of  the  re- 
strictions on  the  West  India  trade,  made  a  re- 
port vindicating  at  considerable  length  the  ex- 
pediency and  policy  of  the  restrictive  system, 
as  regards  the  trade  with  the  British  West  In- 
dies, and  recommending  that  the  committee  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom 
were  referred  the  memorial  of  R.  Appleby  and  others, 
of  the  Colleton  district.  South  Carolina,  and  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  praying  for  the  repeal  of  the  laws  closing 
the  ports  of  the  United  States  against  British  vessels 
employed  in  the  trade  between  the  United  States  and 
the  British  colonies  in  the  West  Indies,  report : 

That,  referring  to  the  period  between  the  comple- 
tion of  the  Revolution  and  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitution, it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  embarrass- 
ments of  the  agriculture,  trade,  and  navigation  of  the 
several  States  were  truly  ascribed  to  the  want  of 
power  in  Congress  to  make  adequate  laws  for  their 
encouragement  and  protection ;  and  no  motive  in 
favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  was  more 
strongly  or  more  generally  felt  than  the  opinion  that 
the  vesting  of  power  in  Congress  to  regulate  trade, 
would  serve  to  promote  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of 
the  Union. 

The  new  Government,  under  the  constitution,  very 
soon  experienced  the  influence  created  by  the  extra- 
ordinary changes  that  were  talong  place  in  France, 
and  which,  in  the  sequel,  engaged  aU  Europe  in 
arms. 

War  between  the  great  maritime  powers  invariably 
produces  temporary  relaxations  of  their  laws  respect- 
ing the  trade  and  navigation  of  foreign  nations  with 
their  respective  territories.  The  suspension  of  these 
laws,  and  especially  of  such  of  them  as  regulated  the 
colonial  trade,  had  the  effect  of  giving  to  the  agricul- 
ture, trade,  and  navigation  of  the  United  States,  the 
advantages  which  would  have  been  given  to  them 
by  a  system  of  free  trade,  that  should  have  for  its 
basis  the  equal  and  reciprocal  benefits  of  aU  na- 
tions. 

The  condition  of  neutrality  that  was  adopted  by 
the  United  States  during  the  wars  of  the  French  revo- 
lution, secured  to  every  commercial  nation  benefits 
which  a  peaceable  and  industrious  people  are  able  to 
afford  during  periods  of  great  public  calamity ;  and 
our  example  during  these  wars  has  served  to  prove 
that  justice  is  the  most  profitable  as  well  as  the 
wisest  policy  of  nations. 

Since  the  establishment  of  the  general  peace,  some 
of  the  maritime  nations,  notwithstanding  the  doubts 
that  have  been  raised  in  regard  to  the  truth  of  the 
former  theories  of  trade,  have  returned  to  and  re- 
sumed their  ancient  commercial  policy ;  and,  in  con- 
sequence thereof,  the  United  States  have,  in  their 
own  defence,  been  obliged  to  resort  to  the  exercise  of 
the  powers  to  regulate  trade  vested  in  Congress  for 
the  purpose  of  protecting  and  cherishing  the  industry 
and  navigation  of  the  States. 

Great  moderation  has  been  observed  by  the  United 
States  on  this  subject,  and  persevering  endeavors  have 
been  made  to  adjust,  by  treaty,  their  commercial  in- 
tercom-se  with  foreign  nations,  and  especially  with 
England. 


So  far  as  respects  the  English  territories  in  Europe 
and  in  Asia,  the  intercourse  is  arranged  by  the 
treaty  of  1815  ;  but  this  treaty  contains  no  provision 
concerning  the  navigation  and  trade  between  the 
United  States  and  the  English  colonies  in  the  West 
Indies  and  North  America.  The  value  of  this  branch 
of  trade,  and  the  importance  of  the  navigation  em- 
ployed in  the  same,  have  been  long  understood  by 
both  parties,  and  the  actual  embarrassment  thereof, 
which  now  exists,  caimot  be  ascribed  to  the  want  of 
a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  have 
placed  the  same  on  a  fair  and  friendly  footing ;  but 
it  continues  to  be  insisted  on  by  England,  that  not 
only  the  colonial  trade,  but  the  trade  between  the 
United  States  and  these  colonies,  ought  to  be  consid- 
ered and  regulated  as  a  monopoly,  that  foreign  na- 
tions are  bound  to  respect,  and  with  which  they  may 
not  interfere. 

The  act,  commonly  called  the  navigation  act  of 
England,  while  it  reserves  the  colonial  navigation  ex- 
clusively to  the  vessels  of  England  and  her  colonies 
opens  the  trade  between  England  and  foreign  nations 
to  the  vessels  of  both,  subject  to  equal  and  the  same 
regulations. 

The  colonial,  like  the  coasting  trade,  has  been 
treated  as  a  monopoly,  so  long  as  the  same  was  con- 
fined to  the  navigation  between  territories  of  the  same 
nation ;  but,  whenever  it  may  suit  the  convenience  of 
a  nation  to  open  a  trade  between  her  colonies  and  a 
foreign  nation,  the  claim  to  treat  this  trade  as  a  mo- 
nopoly is  without  just  authority,  being  contraiy  to  the 
rights  of  such  foreign  nation,  which,  within  its  own 
dominions,  must  possess  authority  to  make  such 
regulations  as  may  be  deemed  expedient. 

It  is  an  unwarrantable  extension  of  national  mono- 
polies, by  ex  parte  laws,  to  attempt  to  include  the 
navigation  of  a  foreign  nation  within  the  rules  by 
which  the  navigation  between  portions  of  the  same 
nation  is  governed.  If  this  maybe  done  between  the 
colonies  and  a  foreign  nation,  it  may  also  be  done  in 
respect  to  the  navigation  between  any  other  portion, 
or  the  whole  of  the  territories  of  such  nation  and 
foreign  nations. 

England  allows  the  importation  of  lumber  and 
breadstuffs  from  the  United  States  into  the  colony  of 
Jamaica,  but  forbids  the  same,  unless  the  importation 
be  made  in  English  vessels ;  she  also  allows  the  im- 
portation of  cotton  and  tobacco  from  the  United 
States  into  England,  but  with  equal  right  she  may 
forbid  the  same,  unless  the  importations  be  made  in 
English  vessels.  This  has  not  been  done  m  the  lat- 
ter case,  and  there  would  be  but  one  sentiment  in  the 
United  States,  should  it  be  attempted;  yet,  in  the 
former  case,  this  is,  and  has  been  the  law  ever  since 
the  date  of  our  independence,  and  it  may,  with  equal 
right,  be  appHed  to  Liverpool  as  to  Jamaica. 

After  long  endurance  and  fruitless  efforts  to  adjust 
this  question  by  treaty.  Congress,  with  great  una- 
nimity, have  passed  laws  to  countervail  the  restric- 
tions imposed  by  ;  England  upon  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  her  colonies  in  the  West 
Indies. 

England  havmg  forbidden  the  importation  of  sup- 
phes  from  the  United  States  into  the  West  India  colo- 
nies in  American  vessels,  the  United  States  in  their 
turn  ha,ve  forbidden  the  exportation  of  these  suppKes 
in  British  vessels :  the  two  restrictions  have  put  an 
end  to  the  direct  intercourse,  and  the  trade  is  carried 
on  indirectly ;  the  supplies  for  these  colonies  bemg 
cai-ried  in  American  vessels  from  the  United  States  to 


DEBATES  OP  CONGRESS. 


175 


March,  1822.] 


Indian  Affairs. 


[Senate. 


the  Swedish  and  Danish  Islands,  and  the  produce  of 
the  English  West  Indies  being  brought  in  English 
vessels  to  the  same  islands,  and  there  exchanged  for 
the  provisions  and  lumber  of  the  United  States. 
American  supplies  are  also  sent  in  American  vessels 
to  the  free  port  of  Bermuda,  and  there  sold  for  cash ; 
and  flour  in  like  manner  is  sent  from  the  United 
States  to  the  Island  of  Cuba,  as  well  as  to  the  port 
of  Liverpool,  and  from  these  places  carried  in  Eng- 
lish vessels  to  Jamaica  and  other  English  colonies  in 
the  West  Indies.  In  this  condition  of  our  navigation 
and  trade,  our  tonnage  continues  annually  to  increase, 
and  the  value  of  our  exports  exceeds  that  of  our  im- 
ports- 

In  countries  of  great  extent,  and  whose  produc- 
tions are  various,  though  the  people  are  generally 
employed  in  similar  occupations,  new  regulations 
may,  for  a  time,  affect  some  portions  of  the  country 
more  than  others ;  but  every  portion  soon  accommo- 
dates itself  to  the  new  regulation,  and  the  advan- 
tages and  disadvantages  are,  in  a  short  time,  cer- 
tain to  be  equalized  by  the  entire  freedom  with  which 
every  branch  of  industry  is  prosecuted. 

It  was  on  account  of  this  diversity  of  products,  and 
of  the  different  manner  of  doing  business  in  the  sev- 
eral States,  that  jealousies  formerly  existed  between 
them,  which  defeated  every  attempt  to  establish  any 
common  regulation  of  trade  under  the  Confederation 
— the  want  of  American  tonnage  suflSoient  to  create 
the  requisite  competition  in  the  exports  of  the  coun- 
try, added  to  the  difficulties  of  this  period. 

But  as  the  national  tonnage  is  now  fully  sufficient 
for  the  national  exports,  and  as  Congress  have  offered 
to  all  nations  a  system  of  entire  equality  and  freedom 
in  the  commercial  intercourse  between  them  and  the 
United  States,  the  time  has  come  in  which  it  has 
been  thought  to  he  due  to  the  welfare  and  character 
of  the  United  States  to  countervail  the  regulations, 
which  so  long,  and  so  much  to  our  disadvantage, 
have  been  imposed  by  England  on  the  trade  and  navi- 
gation between  the  United  States  and  her  West  India 
colonies. 

This  national  measure,  so  long  called  for  to  protect 
the  ships  and  seamen  of  the  United  States,  was  cal- 
culated to  awaken  the  remnant  of  local  jealousy  that 
may  still  exist  among  us,  against  the  influence  of 
which  we  may  with  confidence  appeal  to  the  charac- 
ter and  necessity  of  the  law. 

By  the  exclusion  of  English  vessels,  American  ves- 
sels are  employed  in  their  place,  and  whatever  is  lost 
to  the  former  is  gained  by  the  latter.  By  revoking 
the  countervailing  laws,  we  take  away  the  profits 
now  enjoyed  by  American  vessels,  and  give  them 
hack  again  to  the  vessels  of  England,  and,  in  doing 
so,  grant  a  bounty  to  foreign  ships  at  the  expense  of 
our  own. 

Navigation  and  maritime  industry,  for  a  peculiar 
reason,  call  for  national  protection':  for  the  art  of 
navigation  is  an  expedient  of  war,  as  well  as  of  com- 
merce ;  and,  in  this  respect,  differs  firom  every  other 
branch  of  industry.  Though  it  was  once  doubted, 
doubt  no  longer  exists,  that  a  navy  is  the  best  defence 
of  the  United  States — and  this  maxim  is  not  more 
true  than  that  a  naval  power  never  has  existed,  and 
can  never  exist,  without  a  commercial  marine ;  hence, 
the  policy  of  encouraging  and  protecting  the  ships  and 
seamen  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  commercial  differences  which  arise  between 
nations,  the  various  branches  of  industry  are  differ- 
ently affected,  and  calculations,  founded  on  the  sup- 


posed interest  of  either  party,  being  often  fallacious, 
may  prove  to  be  uncertain  guides  in  the  policy  of 
nations,  while,  by  referring  every  question  of  dis- 
agreement to  the  honor  of  the  nation,  in  the  purity 
and  preservation  of  which  every  one  is  alike  con- 
cerned, a  standard  is  provided  that  can  never  mis- 
lead. 

In  the  least  as  well  as  the  most  difficult  disputes, 
national  honor  is  the  safest  counsellor — and  it  should 
not  be  forgotten  that  public  injuries  long  endured  in- 
vite further  aggression,  and,  in  the  end,  degrade  and 
destroy  the  pride  and  safety  of  nations. 

In  respect  to  the  commercial  difference  which  has 
so  long  existed  between  the  United  States  and  Eng- 
land, the  claim  of  the  latter  exclusively  to  regulate 
the  intercourse  and  navigation  between  the  United 
States  and  her  West  India  colonies,  has  affected  the 
reputation  and  rights  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
public  honor  justifies  the  countervailing  measures 
adopted  on  this  subject;  to  recede  from  the  same 
would  be  equivalent  to  their  final  relinquishment, 
and  would  not  fail  to  encourage  the  belief  that  a 
wrong  so  long  endured  would  no  longer  be  opposed, 
and  that  further  aggression  might  be  made  without 
resistance. 

It  must  he  always  remembered,  that  the  counter- 
vailing measures  which  have  been  adopted  by  Con- 
gress, are  entirely  defensive ;  and,  as  we  desire  to 
concur  in  the  estabhshment  of  a  free  trade  with  every 
nation,  we  are  ready  to  abandon  the  restrictions  ou 
the  English  navigation,  as  soon  as  England  manifests 
a  disposition  to  give  up  the  restrictions  which  she 
was  the  first  to  impose  on  our  navigation — and  does 
public  policy  require,  or  will  the  national  honor  per- 
mit, that  we  should  do  so  sooner?  With  these 
views,  the  committee  submit  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  petitions  of  E.  Appleby  and  others,  of  Colleton 
District,  South  Carolina,  and  of  the  resolutions  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Baltimore,  praying  for 
the  repeal  of  the  laws  imposing  irestrictions  on  Eng- 
lish vessels  employed  in  the  trade  between  the 
United  States  and  the  English  colonies  in  the  West 
Indies. 


Monday,  March  18. 

Mr.  Thojias,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  St.  Augustine,  praying 
the  donation  to  that  city  of  certain  squares  and 
lots  in  said  city,  made  a  report  unfavorable 
thereto,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs,  to  which  the  subject 
was  referred  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  11th  instant,  reported  a  bill  to  prevent  war 
among  the  Indian  tribes  within  the  territorial 
limits  of  the  United  States.  The  bUl  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading.  The  biU  is 
as  follows : 

A  bill  to  prevent  war  among  the  Indian  tribes  within 
the  territorial  limits  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Souse  of  Hepre- 
sentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress 
assembled,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  take  such  measures 
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as  he  may  deem  expedient  and  proper  to  prevent  war 
among  the  Indian  tribes  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  States,  by  employing  the  military  force,  or 
otherwise. 

Land  Titles  in  Missouri. 

The  Senate  resumed,  agreeably  to  tte  order 
of  the  day,  the  bill  to  enable  the  holders  of  in- 
complete Trench  and  Spanish  titles  to  lands 
within  that  part  of  the  late  province  of  Louis- 
iana which  is  now  comprised  within  the  limits 
of  the  State  of  Missouri,  to  institute  proceedings 
to  try  the  validity  thereof,  and  to  obtain  com- 
plete titles  for  the  same  when  found  to  be  valid. 

[The  biU  proposes  to  make  the  United  States 
federal  court,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  a  tribunal 
for  examining  into  the  validity  of  these  titles, 
and  to  confirm  them,  when  found  to  be  valid, 
to  the  same  extent  that  they  would  have  been 
confirmed  under  the  French  and  Spanish  Gov- 
ernments, if  their  sovereignty  had  continued 
over  the  province  of  Louisiana.] 

Mr.  Bentoit,  in  support  of  the  bOl,  said,  that 
he  would  undertake  to  show  the  mode  and 
terms  of  conceding  lands,  under  the  French  and 
Spanish  Governments,  in  Louisiana ;  that  lands, 
in  point  of  fact,  were  there  conceded  according 
to  this  mode,  and  upon  these  terms ;  that  many 
of  these  concessions  were  in  an  incomplete  state 
on  the  day  of  the  transfer  of  the  province  to 
the  United  States,  but  valid  on  that  day  against 
France  and  Spain,  and  in  consequence  valid  to 
the  same  extent  against  the  United  States ;  that 
the  United  States  has  not  yet  provided  by  law 
for  completing  these  titles,  and  that  it  is  now 
her  duty  to  do  so. 

Mr.  B.  went  on  to  support  the  several  posi- 
tions which  he  had  taken. 

1.  As  to  the  mode  and  terms.  He  said  that  it 
required  the  concurrence  of  two  authorities  to 
concede  the  Crown  lands  in  Spanish  America — 
a  local  authority  which  originated  the  title,  and  a 
superior  authority  which  confirmed  it.  The  first 
was  called  a  sub-delegate,  and  always  resided  in 
the  province  where  the  conceded  land  was  situ- 
ated ;  the  second  was  for  a  long  time  the  King, 
in  person,  at  Madrid.  The  authority  of  the 
sub-delegate  extended  to  three  points-r-making 
the  concession,  fixing  the  terms  of  it,  and  order- 
ing the  survey.  The  superior  authority  issued 
the  patent  when  the  survey  was  returned,  and 
it  entertained  appeals  in  behalf  of  the  subject  on 
every  decision  made  by  the  sub-delegate. 

This  continued  to  be  the  mode  untU  the  year 
1754.  In  that  year  a  royal  ordinance  was  pro- 
mulgated upon  the  subject  of  granting  the  Crown 
lands,  of  the  greatest  moment  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Spanish  America,  and  which  had  continued 
in  force  ever  since.  The  entire  ordinance  might 
now  be  seen  in  the  Department  of  State,  in  a 
book  entitled  "  Leyes  de  la  Eecopilacion  de  In- 
dias,"  and  is  the  eighty-first  article,  and  the  one 
referred  to  by  Morales.  It  emanated  from  Fer. 
dinand  VI.,  a  prince  known  to  history  by  the 
name  of  Ferdinand  the  Wise — a  title,  said  Mr.  B., 
above  that  for  which  his  great  grandfather,  Louis 


XIV.,  had  labored  so  much  in  vain,  and  which 
Ferdinand  acquired  by  putting  an  end  to  the 
wars  which  had  descended  upon  him  with  his 
crown;  by  relieving  his  subjects  from  their 
taxes;  by  reclaiming  the  banditti  from  the 
mountains,  and  restoring  them  to  the  fields; 
by  opening  the  dungeons  of  the  Inquisition,  and 
turning  ont  the  victims ;  by  encouraging  agri- 
culture and  commerce  at  home,  and  extending 
the  care  of  his  parental  Government  to  the 
people  of  the  New  World. 

The  ordinance  recited  that  experience  had 
shown  the  injuries  whicb  had  resulted  to  the 
King  and  the  subject  from  the  necessity  of  ap- 
plying at  Madrid  for  the  confirmation  of  land 
titles ;  that  many  had  omitted  to  profit  by  the 
royal  bounty,  because  nnable  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  this  application ;  that  those  who  did 
apply  paid  more  to  get  the  confirmation  than 
the  land  itself  had  cost ;  that,  in  consequence, 
people  seated  themselves  on  the  Crown  lands 
without  titles,  and  withont  improving  them, 
becanse  they  expected  to  be  denounced  and 
criminally  pursued  for  the  trespass ; — the  efiect 
of  all  which  was,  that  large  districts  remained 
without  fixed  inhabitants,  without  cultivation, 
and  without  cattle ;  to  the  iiyury  of  the  King's 
service,  and  to  the  prejudice  of  adjoining  prov- 
inces. 

Such,  said  Mr.  B.,  were  the  wise  recitals  of 
the  ordinance  of  1754.  The  enactments  flowed 
directly  from  them.  They  ordained  that  the 
confirming  as  well  as  the  originating  authority 
should  be  local — the  latter  continning  to  be  the 
sub-delegates,  the  former  being  vested  in  the 
supreme  courts,  called  Audiences,  established 
by  Charles  V.,  in  the  vice-regal  kingdoms  of  the 
New  World. 

But  the  beneficence  of  the  King  did  not  stop 
here.  There  were  provinces  remote  from  the 
seats  of  the  Audiences,  or  separated  from  them 
by  the  sea — as  Yucatan,  Carihagena,  Puerto 
Rico,  Panama,  Cumana,  Havana,  and  others — 
in  which  it  would  be  inconvenient  to  the  people 
to  go  to  the  Audiences  to  obtsun  patents.  In 
all  these,  as  in  others  in  like  circumstances,  it 
was  expressly  ordained,  that  the  governors  of 
the  provinces  should  exercise  the  same  powers, 
within  their  province,  which  the  Audiences 
exercised  in  the  vice-regal  kingdoms.  These 
powers  extended  to  the  appointment  of  sub- 
delegates,  to  the  issuing  of  patents,  and  to  the 
revision  of  the  acts  of  the  sub-delegates,  by  way 
of  appeal ;  for  which  purpose  the  sub-delegate 
was  bound  to  send  up,  free  of  cost,  to  the  party, 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  in  the  form  of  a 
question  proposed,  {en  consulta,)  to  the  end,  as 
the  ordinance  declares,  that  no  one  should  be 
induced,  through  fear  of  expense,  to  abandon 
his  right.  ' 

Mr.  B.  said  that  Louisiana  was  not  mentioned 
in  the  ordinance  of  1754,  nor  could  be,  because 
not  ceded  to  Spain  till  the  year  1762,  nor  occu- 
pied by  her  until  1769.  But,  when  acquired,  she 
was  in  equal  ciroTimstances  with  those  named, 
and  the  ordinance  attached  to  her,  and  was  prac- 
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tised  upon  by  the  first  Governor,  O'Eeilly,  from 
the  first  year  of  his  administration,  and  by  all 
his  successors,  up  to  the  year  1799,  when  this 
branch  of  his  authority  was  transferred,  by  a 
decree  of  Charles  IV.,  to  the  Intendants  Gen- 
eral. Morales  was  the  only  Intendant  General 
who  undertook  to  exercise  this  authority.  He 
published  a  set  of  regulations  adverse  to  the 
interest  of  the  province  and  to  the  spirit  of  the 
ordinance  of  1754,  for  which  he  was  remon- 
strated against  by  the  cabildo  of  New  Orleans, 
and  dismissed  by  the  King.  The  Lieutenant 
Governors  of  Upper  Louisiana  were  sub-dele- 
gates, by  virtue  of  their  office,  both  under  the 
Governors-General  of  Louisiana  and  the  Intend- 
ant, Morales,  and  in  that  capacity  they  conceded 
their  lands,  fixed  the  terms  of  the  concession, 
and  ordered  the  survey,  from  the  time  that  St. 
Ange,  the  first  Spanish  Lieutenant-Governor, 
arrived  at  St.  Louis,  in  1770,  until  the  10th  day 
of  March,  1804,  when  Don  Carlos  Delassus,  the 
last  of  the  Lieutenant-Governors,  transferred 
the  province  to  Major  Stoddart,  the  first  com- 
mandant of  Upper  Louisiana  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  had  now  stated  the  out- 
line of  the  regular  mode  of  making  the  ordi- 
nary concessions  for  land  in  Spanish  America. 
Extraordinary  grants  commenced  differently; 
they  issued  directly  and  in  the  first  instance 
either  from  the  confirming  authority  or  from 
the  King  himself;  the  sub-delegates  seldom 
originated  them;  the  feeling  of  subordination 
being  too  intense  in  a  despotic  government  to 
permit  the  inferior  to  venture  upon  the  slighteaj 
exercise  of  a  doubtful  authority. 

Having  shown  the  mode  of  conceding  lands, 
Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  state  the  terms  upon  which 
concessions  were  made. 

He  said  that  the  Kings  of  Spain  had  acquired 
the  two  Americas  on  cheap  terms,  and  were 
able  to  part  with  their  lands  in  the  same 
way.  He  had  read,  in  acts  of  Congress,  the  ex- 
pression, "  JSxtinguish  Indian  titles,"  applied 
to  the  Spanish  government  in  upper  Louisiana. 
The  expression,  he  said,  was  borrowed  from  our 
own  practice,  not  from  theirs.  The  Spanish 
Kings  held  no  treaties  to  extinguish  Indian 
titles ;  no  such  thing  as  a  boundary  line  was 
established  between  Spanish  and  Indian  lands. 
The  Pope,  Alexander  VI.,  made  a  free  gift  of 
the  New  World  and  all  its  inhabitants  to  Ferdi- 
nand and  Isabella,  and  the  swords  of  Cortez 
and  Pizarro  made  good  the  grant.  Lands  ac- 
quired so  easily,  for  a  long  time  had  no  value, 
and  no  one  would  accept  them  as  a  gift,  except 
for  the  mines  of  gold  or  silver  which  they  con- 
tained, or  for  the  Indians  who  lived  upon  them, 
and  who  became  slaves. 

In  the  course  of  one  or  two  centuries,  the 
terms,  as  well  as  the  mode,  of  conceding  lands, 
settled  down  upon  fixed  principles,  and  received 
their  latest  improvement  in  the  ordinance  of 
1754. 

The  concessions  were  made  upon  different 
considerations.     First — ^by  sales,  properly  so 
Vol.  Vn.— 12 


called.  The  Spanish  word  is  "  ventas,"  and  ob- 
viously implies  a  sale  for  money.  The  second, 
by  arrangement  or  composition.  The  Spanish 
word  is  "  composicion,es"  and  implies  a  con- 
sideration of  some  sort ;  but  a  consideration 
opposed  to  the  idea  of  a  quid  pro  quo  in  money ; 
as  public  services  in  a  nuHtary  or  civil  capacity 
rendered  to  the  King,  or  advantages  redounding 
to  the  benefit  of  the  province,  by  promoting  its 
population,  encouraging  the  cultivation  of  the 
ground,  rearing  of  fettle,  opening  roads,  build- 
ing mills,  exploring  mines,  &o.  The  third,  by 
gifts.  The  Spanish  word  is,  "  Bepwrtimimtoa," 
derived  from  the  verb  repa/rter,  to  divide.  The 
noun,  repa/rtimiento,  is  the  word  used  in  the 
early  history  of  Mexico  and  Peru,  and  signifies 
the  respective  portions  of  lands,  and  Indians, 
and  gold  and  silver  mines,  which  fell  to  the 
shares  of  the  first  conquerors,  when  the  spoil 
of  the  New  World  was  divided  out  among  them. 
Mr.  B.  said  he  had  also  been  informed  that  the 
same  word  was  used  in  Spain  in  testamentary 
devises,  and  imported  the  partition  which  a 
father  makes  of  his  estate  among  his  children. 
He  said  that  a  still  stronger  word  than  this  was 
used  in  the  ordinance  of  1754,  the  word  "  mer- 
cedes,"  which  signifies  ^'■gracious  gifts}''  The 
words  of  the  ordinance  are — "  He  resuelto  que 
en  las  mercedes,  ventas  y  composioiones  de 
realengos,  sitios  y  valdios,  hechas  al  presente,  j 
que  so  hicieren  en  adelante,  se  observe  y  pra- 
tique precisamente  lo  contenido  en  esta  instrnc- 
cion. — ^El  Eey."  In  English :  "I  have  resolved 
that,  in  the  gracious  gifta,  sales  and  compo- 
sitions of  the  royal  lands,  places,  and  wastes, 
heretofore  made,  and  which  shall  be  made  here- 
after, shall  be  observed  and  followed  precisely 
the  tenor  of  this  decree. — ^The  King." 

Mr.  B.  apologized  to  the  Senate  for  going  so 
much  at  large  into  these  two  points.  He  was 
induced  to  do  so,  because  he  saw  an  idea  pre- 
vailing that  valuable  considerations  were  neces- 
sary to  the  validity  of  Spanish  concessions.  He 
hoped  he  had  said  enough  to  show  that  besides  a 
sale  for  money,  the  Crown  lands  of  Spain  in 
the  New  World  might  be  compounded  for  ser- 
vices or  public  advantages,  and  divided  gra.- 
tuitously  among  the  King's  subjects,  as  a  father 
divides  his  estate  among  his  cluldren,  and  that 
these  principles  extended  to  the  province  of  Up- 
per Louisiana,  now  the  State  of  Missouri,  and 
gqyerned'the  concessions  there made,,and,for  the 
examination  and  decision  of  which  this  bill  is 
intended  to  provide. 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  show  that  lands,  in  point 
of  fact,  were  actually  conceded  in  Upper  Louis- 
iana according  to  the  mode  and  upon  the  terms 
which  he  had  stated. 

He  read  from  Stoddart's  Sketches  of  Louis- 
iana, page  245,  to  prove  that  the-  quantity  of 
1,721,493  arpens  (equal  to  1,463,333  acres)  had 
been  conceded  before  the  transfer  of  the  prov- 
ince, and  duly  registered  under  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress requiring  tiie  registration  of  incomplete 
titles ;  of  which  868,771  arpens  had  been  sur- 
veyed before  the  day  of  the  transfer,  (10th  of 
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March,. 1804,)  and  that  882,722  arpens  were  un- 
surveyed  on  that  day.  He  enforced  the  remark 
of  the  historian,  that  the  quantity  was  incred- 
ibly small  considering  the  magnitude  of  the 
province,  the  number,  of  its  population,  and  the 
length  of  time  it  had  been  settled. 

Mr.  B.  here  exhibited  to  the  Senate  a  great 
number  of  petitions,  with  the  original  conces- 
sions attached  to  them.  He  said  that  the  owners 
of  these  concessions  had  sent  them  so  great  a 
distance,  with  so  much  peril  of  being  lost,  for 
the  inspection  of  the  members  of  Congress,  and 
to  confront  the  insinuation  of  fraud  and  forgery, 
which  they  believed  some  agent  of  mischief  had 
made  against  them.  He  showed  that  the  con- 
cessions had  been  made  by  the  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernors in  their  characters  of  sub-delegates,  who 
had  fixed  the  terms  and  conditions  in  the  de- 
cree of  concession,  and  ordered  the  survey. 
He  admitted  that  none  of  the  Grown  lands  had 
been  sold  for  money  in  Upper  Louisiana.  He 
had  never  heard  of  such  a  sale.  The  consider- 
ations were  in  the  way  of  public  services  and 
advantages;  as,  rewarding  civil  and  military 
oflBcers  for  meritorious  services,  raising  wheat 
and  rearing  cattle  for  the  supply  of  the  Lower 
Mississippi,  opening  lead  mines  for  the  supply 
of  the  King's  armies,  and  growing  hemp  for 
the  supply  of  his  ships.  But  the  great  consider- 
ation was  to  populate  the  country,  as  without 
people  these  articles  could  not  be  raised,  nor 
the  province  defended  against  an  enemy.  The 
population  of  Upper  Louisiana  had  proceeded 
with  the  slow  pace  which  has  always  attended 
the  settlement  of  a  European  colony.  Though 
settled  so  long  before  Kentucky,  as  late  as  the 
year  1788,  Upper  Louisiana  contained  but  a  few 
inconsiderable  villages,  and  no  more  than  6,400 
arpens  of  land  (5,440  acres)  had  been  conceded 
and  surveyed  in  the  whole  province.  Mr.  B. 
took  the  year  1788,  because  at  that  time  Ken- 
tucky was  pouring  her  produce  npon  New  Or- 
leans, and  the  Spanish  authorities  there  began 
naturally  to  inquire  of  themselves  if  they  could 
not  procure  the  same  articles  from  their  own 
province  in  the  neighborhood  of  Kentucky? 
The  answer  was  obvious ;  but  it  required  a 
statesman  of  the  school  of  the  Sullys  and  Gol- 
berts  to  accomplish  the  object.  That  statesman 
appeared  in  the  person  of  the  Baron  de  Oaron- 
delet.  He  held  out  the  powerful  inducement 
of  lands  to  be  given  without  taxes,  and  a  mar- 
ket at  New  Orleans  for  all  their  productions. 

In  1796,  the  reasons  became  stronger  for  pop- 
ulating this  province.  It  became  necessary  to 
defend  it.  Spain,  as  the  aUy  of  the  French 
Kepublic,  was  then  at  war  with  England,  and 
their  subjects  waged  against  each  other  through- 
out the  four  quarters  of  the  globe  "  the  unprofit- 
able contest"  of  trying  which  could  do  the 
other  the  greatest  harm.  Upper  Louisiana  was 
open  to  invasion  from  Canada  upon  the  line  of 
Lake  Michigan  and  the  Illinois  River.  It  had 
been  so  invaded  in  the  year  1780,  when  Spain, 
as  the  ally  of  the  thirteen  United  States,  was 
obnoxious  in  all  her  dominions  to  the  attacks 


of  the  English  arms.  The  riflemen  of  the  West 
then  saved  St.  Louis,  and  to  them  the  Baron  de 
Carondelet  looked  again  when  menaced  by  the 
same  foe  in  1796.  Mr.  B.  stopped  a  moment  to 
speak  of  an  exploit  too  little  known  to  history. 
He  said  that  the  British  and  Indians,  to  the 
number  of  1,600,  appeared  before  St.  Louis  in 
the  year  1780.  General  George  Eogers  Clark 
was  then  upon  the  American  bottom  with  the 
conquerors  of  Vincennes  and  Kaskaskia.  The 
French  of  St.  Louis  sent  to  invoke  his  aid.  He 
had  but  400  men,  and  might  have  declined  with 
honor.  He  might  have  said,  our  numbers  are 
too  few,  the  river  is  too  wide  and  rapid ;  you 
are  strangers,  and  live  beyond  the  confines  of 
my  country ;  you  may  be  in  collusion  with  the 
enemy  to  draw  me  across  the  Mississippi,  and 
to  revenge  in  Louisiana  the  defeat  of  your  coun- 
trymen in  Illinois.  But  such  was  not  the  lan- 
guage of  General  Clark,  nor  of  the  400  brave 
men  that  followed  his  steps.  He  or  they  knew 
not  danger.  Knew  it  not !  May  their  spirits 
pardon  me,  said  Mr.  B.,  for  applying  to  them 
such  a  fourth  of  July-day  expression.  They 
did  know  danger — were  born  in  its  presence, 
and  grew  up  in  its  company ;  and  each  could 
say  with  Caesar — 

"  Danger  and  I  are  brothers, 
Twin  lions  whelped  in  one  Iionr, 
And  I  the  elder  and  more  terrible." 

They  were  the  riflemen  of  the  West,  and  took 
counsel,  not  from  danger,  but  from  honor  and 
courage.  They  divided  into  two  bodies,  and 
marched  to  the  relief  of  St.  Louis.  Two  hun- 
dred presented  themselves  opposite  the  town, 
and  two  hundred  crossed  the  river  below.  At 
the  sight  of  such  boldness,  the  British  and  In- 
dians, believing  them  to  be  the  vanguard  of  a 
great  army,  suddenly  retired,  after  killing  eighty 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  leaving  an  impression  of 
terror  which  still  marks  that  year  as  an  epoch 
of  calamity ;  "  Vannee  du  coup."  History, 
continued  Mr.  B.,  teUs  of  the  passage  of  the 
Ehone  and  Granicus ;  but  here  is  the  passage 
of  a  river  unknown  to  history,  yet  surpassing 
the  exploit  of  Hannibal  and  Alexander  as  much 
in  heroism  and  magnanimity  as  the  Father  of 
Floods  surpasses  in  magnitude  the  puny  stream 
of  Gaul  and  of  Asia  Minor. 

In  1796  the  same  danger  again  menaced 
Upper  Louisiana ;  the  Baron  de  Carondelet 
looked  to  the  same  relief,  the  riflemen  of  the 
West :  lands  were  gratuitously  given  them,  free 
of  taxes,  and  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  poured 
their  earliest  settlers  across  the  Mississippi. 
The  celebrated  Colonel  Boone  went  at  that 
time.  Emigrants  were  also  drawn  from  every 
part  of  the  United  States ;  and  not  only  they, 
but  the  European  French,  flying  from  the 
storms  of  the  Revolution,  the  inhabitants  of 
St.  Domingo  escaping  from  massacre  and  con- 
flagration, the  Irish  retiring  from  the  calami- 
ties of  their  country,  all  found  refuge  in  Upper 
Louisiana,  and  received  gratuitous  grants  of 
lands  from  the  Spanish  Government.    Mr.  B. 
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stated  that  it  was  at  this  period  (the  close  of 
the  last  century)  that  Upper  Louisiana  gained 
two-thirds  of  its  whole  population ;  it  was  then 
that  the  chief  part  of  the  concessions  were 
made  ;  and  the  United  States  had  reached  the 
benefit  of  the  Baron  de  Oarondelet's  policy ;  for 
she  purchased  the  province  immediately  after, 
and  in  the  war  of  1812  these  very  people  de- 
fended Missouri  for  her  against  British  and  In- 
dians, (although  the  most  exposed  point  in  the 
Union,)  without  the  aid  of  regular  troops,  with- 
out fortifications,  and  without  calling  militia 
draughts  and  volunteers  from  the  neighboring 
States.  And  now  these  people,  in  company 
with  the  old  inhabitants  of  the  country,  appear 
at  your  bar,  and  ask  you  to  confirm  to  them 
the  lands  which  were  conceded  to  them  by  the 
authority  of  the  King  of  Spain. 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  show,  that  many  of  these 
concessions  were  incomplete  on  the  day  of  the 
transfer  of  Upper  Louisiana  to  the  United 
States,  but  valid  on  that  day  against  Fi'ance 
and  Spain,  and,  by  consequence,  valid  to  the 
same  extent  against  the  United  States. 

He  stated  that  all  concessions  were  termed 
incomplete,  even  though  surveyed,  until  con- 
firmed by  the  Governor  General  or  Intendant 
at  New  Orleans,  and  a  patent  issued  by  them. 
He  said  it  might  readily  be  supposed  that  the 
greater  part  of  these  concessions  were  incom- 
plete, when  it  is  seen  that  they  were  made  so 
near  the  close  of  the  Spanish  government ;  that 
such  was  the  fact,  he  read  from  Stoddart's 
Sketches,  page  245,  to  show  that  not  one-twen- 
tieth of  the  whole  quantity  were  complete. 
Even  in  Lower  Louisiana,  so  much  longer  set- 
tled, so  much  nearer  to  the  confirming  author- 
ity, he  showed  that  not  one-fourth  part  of  the 
conceded  lands  were  held  by  complete  titles  at 
the  time  of  the  transfer  of  the  province. 

These  incomplete  titles  were,  nevertheless, 
considered  and  treated  as  property  by  the 
Spanish  laws,  and  respected  as  such  by  the 
Spanish  authorities.  In  support  of  this  asser- 
tion, Mr.  B.  read  from  Stoddart's  Sketches  of 
Louisiana,  page  245,  and  from  a  note  which  he 
had  taken  from  a  document  filed  by  order  of 
Mr.  Jefierson,  in  the  Department  of  State,  rela- 
tive to  Louisiana,  and  which,  on  the  subject  of 
land  titles,  says :  "Perhaps  not  one-fourth  part 
of  the  lands  granted  in  Louisiana  are  held  by 
complete  titles.  Not  a  small  part  is  held  by 
occupancy,  with  a  simple  verbal  permission  of 
a  colonial  officer.  A  practice  which  has  been 
always  countenanced  by  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment, in  order  that  poor  men,  when  they  found 
themselves  a  little  at  their  ease,  might,  at  their 
own  conveniency,  apply  for  and  obtain  complete 
titles.  In  the  mean  time  such  imperfect  rights 
were  suffered  by  the  Government  to  descend 
by  inheritance,  and  even  to  be  transferred  by 
private  contract." 

Mr.  B.  hoped  that  these  quotations  were  con- 
clusive on  the  two  points  that  there  were  in- 
complete titles  in  Upper  Louisiana  on  the  day 
of  the  transfer  of  the  province  (10th  March, 


1804)  to  the  United  State-s,  and  that  these  in- 
choate rights  were  property  in  the  eye  of  the 
Spanish  law.  These  points  being  established, 
it  followed,  of  course,  that  the  titles  in  question 
were  protected  by  the  third  article  of  the  treaty 
of  1803,  which  secures  to  the  people  of  Louisiana 
the  free  enjoyment  of  their  religion,  liberty,  and 
property.  He  said  that  the  Treaty  of  San  Ilde- 
fonso  contained  an  equivalent  or  stronger  stipu- 
lation. That  treaty  had  not  been  published, 
but  its  contents,  in  ttiis  particular,  were  made 
known  officially  in  the  proclamation  of  the  Mar- 
quis de  Casa  Calvo  and  General  Salcedo,  Com- 
missioners on  the  part  of  His  Catholic  Majesty 
for  delivering  Louisiana  to  the  Commissioners 
of  the  French  Republic. 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  support  his  fourth  and 
last  proposition— that  the  United  States  had 
not  yet  provided  by  law  for  completing  these 
titles,  and  that  it  was  her  duty  now  to  do  so. 

The  first  act  of  Congress  on  this  subject  was 
passed  on  the  26th  of  March,  1804,  sixteen  days 
after  the  change  of  flags  in  Upper  Louisiana. 
It  declared  the  concessions  and  survey  made 
after  the  Treaty  of  San  Ildefonso,  to  be  nuU  and 
void ;  forbid  future  surveys ;  and  denounced  a 
penalty  of  fine  and  imprisonment  against  any 
person  attempting  to  survey  or  to  setUe  on  pub- 
Uc  lands. 

The  first  part  of  this  act  was  in  violation  of 
the  laws  of  nations,  which  admit  the  ordinary 
acts  of  sovereignty,  done  in  good  faith  by  the 
sovereign  de  facto,  to  be  good  and  valid.  But 
it  was  not  necessary  to  argue  the  point,  because 
it  had  been  conceded  by  every  subsequent  act 
of  Congress,  in  relation  to  both  Upper  and  Lower 
Louisiana. 

Several  acts  of  Congress,  afterwards  passed, 
establishing  boards  of  commissioners,  with  au- 
thority to  confirm  small  tracts  to  actual  settlers, 
and  one,  in  1807,  which  authorized  the  con- 
firmation of  tracts  to  the  extent  of  2,000  arpens, 
where  there  had  been  an  actual  possession  for 
ten  consecutive  years.  But  the  act  of  the  most 
enlarged  and  liberal  provisions,  passed  in  1814, 
authorizing  the  board  of  commissioners  to  con- 
firm to  the  extent  of  one  league  square,  (7,056 
arpens,  equal  to  6,002  acres,)  if  conceded  and 
surveyed  before  the  10th  day  of  March,  1804. 
This  act  would  nearly  have  settled  the  land 
claims  of  Missouri,  if  it  had  made  a  provision 
for  the  unsurveyed  claims.  But  no  provision 
was  made  for  these,  and  the  penalty  against 
surveying  remained  in  fuU  force.  By  the  laws 
of  Spain,  no  time  was  limited  for  making  the 
survey;  no  forfeiture  accrued  for  not  making  it 
within  any  given  time ;  it  was  left  to  the  con- 
venience of  the  party.  Mr.  B.  read  various  pas- 
sages from  Stoddart's  Sketches,  in  proof  of  this 
assertion.  He  said  that  no  forfeiture  had  yet 
accrued  under  any  law  of  the  United  States,  for 
not  one  instant  of  time  had  ever  been  allowed 
for  making  surveys ;  on  the  contrary,  the  act  of 
26th  March,  1804,  stopped  the  surveys  then  in 
progress,  and  nullified  many  already  made. 
The  claims  now  in  question  were  principally  of 
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the  unsurveyed  class,  but  this  class  included 
many  aotuaUy  surveyed  before  the  10th  of 
March,  but  not  returned  to  the  Surveyor- 
General's  office  until  after  that  day,  and  many 
others,  surveyed  in  the  Spring  of  1804,  before 
the  act  against  surveying  was  known  in  Mis- 
souri. 

Mr.  B.  then  showed  what  provision  Congress- 
had  made  for  the  claims  in  question.  By  an 
act  of  1805,  they  were  required  to  be  registered 
with  the  recorder  of  land  titles,  an  office  created 
by  Congress,  and  to  pay  him  twelve  and  a  half 
cents  for  every  hundred  words  of  the  registra- 
tion. By  an  act  of  1821,  every  claim  so  regis- 
tered, is  reserved  from  public  sale,  until  the  de- 
cision of  Congress  shall  be  maile  thereon.  No 
decision  has  yet  been  made ;  no  law  has  been 
passed  by  virtue  of  which  their  validity  can  be 
tried.  In  the  mean  time,  these  claims,  so  far  as 
they  have  been  de  facto  surveyed  or  located, 
are  treated  as  property  by  the  laws  of  Missouri, 
under  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  1803.  They 
are  subject  to  taxation,  to  be  sold  on  execution, 
to  descend  by  inheritance,  and  to  be  transferred 
by  sale. 

Mr.  B.  expressed  an  earnest  belief  that  he 
had  made  out  a  clear  right  to  the  relief  which 
the  biU  contemplated.  He  believed  that  almost 
the  whole  of  the  claims  embraced  in  it — ^he 
would  not  say  every  one,  for  he  would  not 
commit  himself  upon  a  declaration  beyond  his 
knowledge — but  he  believed  that  the  body  of 
the  claims  were  valid,  and  such  as  would  have 
been  confirmed  by  the  Spanish  authorities  with- 
out delay,  and  without  expense.  The  United 
States,  successor  as  well  to  the  duties  as  to  the 
rights  of  Spain,  was  bound  to  do  the  same 
thing.  Eighteen  years  had  elapsed  since  this 
duty  had  accrued ;  eleven  since  Congress 
pledged  herself  to  decide  them ;  four  since  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  had  reported 
the  same  biU,  in  principle,  which  is  now  under 
discussion;  fifty  days  since  the  bill  had  laid 
upon  our  tables,  and  no  decision  yet.  "  Hope, 
deferred,"  said  Mr.  B.,  "maketh  the  heart 
sick ; "  and  if  the  decision  of  these  claims  is  de- 
ferred much  longer,  the  hearts  of  these  claim- 
ants must  be  "  sick  unto  death." 

When  Mr.  B.  had  concluded — 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  the 
fm-ther  consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed 
to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Thurs- 
day next. 

Thuesday,  March  21. 
George  Shcmnon. 
Mr.  NoBLB  was  unwilling  to  grant  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  land  to  the  petitioner  in 
addition  to  a  pension  of  twelve  dollars  a  month, 
which  he  had  received  since  1818 ;  and  because 
the  men  who  accompanied  Lewis  and  Clark 
were  better  rewarded  than  the  soldiers  who 
fought  the  battles  of  the  country.  He  moved 
the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 


Feidat,  March  22. 
Oaie  of  Oeorge  Shcmnon,  one   of  Lewis  Okd 

Ola/rK»  Men,  in  the  Ikpedition  to  the  Mouth 

of  the  Columbia. 

[Yesterday,  after  the  Senate  had  concluded 
the  consideration  of  Executive  business — 

Mr.  E.  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  rose  and 
stated  that  official  duties  had  obhged  him  to 
transact  some  business  at  the  public  offices,  and 
he  was  very  much  surprised  to  find  that  the 
bill  granting  to  George  Shannon  a  section  of 
land,  had  been  taken  up  in  his  absence  and  in- 
definitely postponed,  contrary  to  the  usual 
course  and  courtesy  of  this  body,  without  ^y- 
ing  an  opportunity  to  the  member  who  intro- 
duced the  proposition  to  vindicate  its  merits. 
He  had  been  charged  with  the  memorial  of  Mr. 
Shannon,  who  was  a  distinguished  citizen  of 
Kentucky,  who  had  performed  distinguished 
services  to  his  country,  and  now  asked  for  a 
just  reward  for  the  personal  sacrifices  which  he 
had  made,  and  the  suflTerings  which  he  had  en- 
dured, for  his  country.  Mr.  J.  said  that  Mr. 
Shannon  had  served  the  respectable  county  of 
Fayette  several  years  in  the  Legislature  of  Ken- 
tucky— that,  for  his  age,  he  was  a  promising 
and  a  distinguished  individual,  and  he  could  not 
reconcile  it  to  his  feelings  that  the  bill  for  his 
relief  should  be  disposed  of  while  he  had  been 
attending  to  official  duties  elsewhere — that  Mr. 
Shannon  was  a  high-minded,  honorable  man, 
and  had  been  urged,  by  his  friends,  to  present 
to  the  National  Legislature  his  just  claims  for 
consideration — ^that,  independent  of  his  sacri- 
fices and  sufierings,  his  liberal  disposition,  and 
his  patriotic  devotion  to  his  country,  had  kept 
him  in  indigent  circumstances,  with  a  large 
growing  family  to  provide  for.  Mr.  J.  hoped, 
xmder  these  circumstances,  that  the  Senate 
would  reconsider  the  question,  and  place  it  in 
statu  quo,  that  he  might,  on  a  proper  occasion, 
present  his  views  to  the  Senate. 

The  vote  was  taken  on  reconsideration,  and 
carried,  and  the  bill  was  then  laid  upon  the 
table.] 


Monday,  March  25. 
Indian  Factory  System.* 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bin  "  to  abolish  the  United  States  trading  es- 
tablishment with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  opening  the  trade  to  licensed  individ- 
uals," the  question  being  on  agreeing  to  certain 
amendments  offered  by  Mr.  Benton  to  the  bill 
when  it  was  under  consideration  on  Thursday 
last ;  which  in  substance  provide  for  abolishing 
and  bringing  to  a  close  the  concerns  of  the 


*  It  may  be  well  to  remind  the  reader  that,  np  to  this 
time,  the  United  States  kept  up  trading  establishments  by 
factors,  as  well  as  a  species  of  diplomatic  intercourse  by 
agents.  The  former  were  abolished  by  the  act  of  this  ses- 
sion ;  the  latter  continues. 
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present  trading  establishment,  by  persons  to  be 
specially  appointed  to  that  duty  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  instead  of  the  present 
superintendent  and  factors,  as  proposed  by  the 
bill ;  or,  in  other  words,  to  take  the  winding 
up  of  affairs  of  the  establishment  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  present  officers. 

Mr.  Benton,  of  Missouri,  in  support  of  the 
amendment,  said,  that  the  factory  system  grew 
out  of  a  national  calamity,  and  had  been  one 
itself.  It  grew  out  of  the  third  article  of  Mr. 
Jay's  treaty — that  article  which  gave  the  Brit- 
ish the  right  to  navigate  the  Mississippi,  and  to 
trade  with  Indians  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  States;  privileges  to  which  we  have 
been  chiefly  indebted  for  our  subsequent  Indian 
wars.  The  statesmen  of  that  day  had  their  eye 
to  this  consequence,  and  undertook  to  avert,  by 
policy,  the  danger  which  they  had  incurred  by 
treaty.  Trade,  they  knew,  governed  all  people, 
civilized  or  barbarian.  They  had  recourse  to 
trade,  therefore,  to  gain  the  good  will  of  the 
Indians,  and  to  counteract  the  influence  of  the 
British.  They  apprehended  that  private  traders 
had  not  capital  or  strength  to  accomplish  these 
objects,  and  national  trading  houses  were  re- 
solved upon.  The  factory  system  was  estab- 
lished, and  went  into  operation  simultaneously 
with  the  surrender  of  the  Western  posts — the 
Summer  of  1796. 

The  capital  fli-st  invested  was  $150,000,  and 
the  annual  sum  of  $8,000  was  appropriated  for 
the  pay  of  the  superintendent  and  factors. 
These  sums  were  afterwards  increased  by  suc- 
cessive acts  of  Congress,  the  former  to  $300,000 
and  the  latter  to  $19,250 ;  in  the  whole  about 
$600,000  has  been  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  on 
these  accounts. 

The  act  of  1811  locates  the  factories.  They 
are  to  be  on  the  frontiers — ^in  the  Indian  coun- 
try— on  either  side  of  the  Mississippi. 

It  prescribes  the  terms  of  sales.  The  trade 
is  to  be  liberal — the  prices  to  be  so  regulated  as 
to  save  the  capital  from  diminution. 

It  defines  the  duties  of  the  superintendent. 
He  is  to  purchase  and  transmit  to  the  factories 
aU  the  goods  intended  for  the  Indian  trade — to 
sell  the  furs  and  peltries  received  from  them  at 
different  places  in  the  United  States  at  public 
auction,  or  otherwise  dispose  of  them  as  may  be 
most  advantageous  to  the  United  States.  He  is 
to  render  quarterly  returns  of  his  purchases  and 
sales,  to  the  Treasury  Department — ^to  give 
bond  in  $20,000  with  securities,  conditioned 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties,  takes  an 
oath  to  discharge  these  duties  faithfully,  and  is 
not  to  engage  in  private  trade. 

It  defines  the  duties  of  the  factors.  They  are 
to  receive  the  goods  sent  them  by  the  superin- 
tendent, and  dispose  of  them  in  trade  with  the 
Indian  nations — ^to  settle  their  accounts  quarter- 
ly at  the  Treasury — ^to  give  bond  and  security, 
conditioned  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their 
duties — to  take  an  oath  to  discharge  them 
faithfully,  and  are  not  to  engage  in  private 
trade. 


Under  this  act,  nine  factories  are  now  in  oper- 
ation, to  wit :  one  in  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
one  on  the  Bed  Eiver,  beyond  the  Mississippi, 
one  on  the  Arkansas,  two  in  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, two  on  the  Upper  Mississippi,  and  two 
on  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Michigan. 

Mr.  B.  admitted  that  these  factories  were  lo- 
cated as  directed  by  the  act ;  they  were  all  in 
the  "West,  and  upon  the  Mississippi  Eiver,  or 
convenient  to  it. 

He  would  now  l9bk  to  the  practical  operation 
of  this  system.  He  would  examine,  first,  the 
conduct  of  the  Superintendent  in  purchasing 
goods.  Second,  the  conduct  of  the  factors  in 
selling  them.  Third,  the  conduct  of  the  super- 
intendent in  selling  the  furs  and  peltries  re- 
ceived from  the  factors. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  undertake  to  show 
that,  in  the  discharge  of  each  of  these  duties, 
great  abuses  had  been  committed.  He  might 
be  tedious  to  the  Senate,  but  he  would  not  be 
diffuse.  The  subject  required  precision,  and  he 
would  observe  it.  He  would  be  precise  in  the 
allegation  of  misconduct,  and  equally  so  in  the 
application  of  the  proof.  He  would  use  no 
proof  which  had  not  the  moral  force  of  judicial 
testimony.  He  would  limit  himself  to  two 
kinds ;  First,  the  written  statements  of  Majors 
John  Biddle,  OTaUon,  and  Bell,  and  Mr.  K. 
Crooks ;  the  first  three  Indian  agents,  the  latter 
a  fur  trader ;  the  whole  known  to  him,  and 
known  to  be  gentlemen  of  truth  and  honor. 
Their  statements  were  given  verbally  to  the 
Indian  Committee,  in  the  presence  of  the  Super- 
intendent, subject  to  his  cross  examination: 
afterwards  reduced  to  writing  by  themselves, 
and  again  subjected  to  the  examination  and 
remarks  of  the  Superintendent.  Second,  th« 
written  statements  of  the  Superintendent  him- 
self, furnished  upon  interrogatories  submitted  by 
the  committee.  The  whole  printed  by  order 
of  the  Senate,  and  now  lying  on  the  tables  of 
the  members. 

On  the  first  head,  the  conduct  of  the  Superin- 
tendent in  purchasing  goods.  Three  distinct 
descriptions  of  abuse  are  alleged  against  him : 
1st.  In  purchasing  goods  not  adapted  to  the  In- 
dian trade.  2d.  In  purchasing  goods  of  bad 
quality.  3d.  In  purchasing  at  improper  places, 
and  at  extravagant  prices. 

In  support  of  the  first  specification,  Mr.  B. 
read  from  the  printed  exhibit  marked  A,  fur- 
nished by  the  Superintendent  himself,  the  fol- 
lowing descriptions  and  quantities  of  goods, 
purchased  at  Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia, 
and  transmitted  to  fhe  factories  in  the  year 
1820. 

U7  yards  of  silk  for        -        -  $116  61 

286  yards  of  vestings  for          -  -  240  41 

316  yards  cords  and  velvets  for  -  210  14 

50  pieces  Nankins  for   -        -  -  58  00 

20  pieces  Leno  muslin  for      -  -  60  00 

24  yards  of  cambric  for          -  -  7  50 

83  lbs.  tea  (quality  not  stated)  for  83  00 

216  pair  of  stockings  for          -  -  79  68 

8  gross  of  Jewsharps  for      -  -  30  16 
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Mr.  B.  stopped  at  this  last  item  to  make  a  re- 
mark. Except  this,  all  that  he  had  read,  was 
too  evidently  nnsuited  to  the  Indian  trade,  to 
need  the  slightest  illustration ;  but  this  eight 
gross  of  Jewsharps  might  admit  of  a  question. 
He  had  not  seen  them  enumerated  among  arti- 
cles of  Indian  commerce  in  Sir  Alexander  Mc- 
Zenzie's  history  of  the  fur  trade,  nor  could  he 
perceive  in  what  manner  they  could  he  used 
eflBcaciously  in  expelling  British  traders  from 
the  Northwestern  Territories.  But  the  present 
Superintendent  had  superadded  some  objects  of 
a  different  character ;  schemes  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  heads  and  hearts  of  the  Indians ; 
to  improve  their  moral  and  intellectual  facul- 
ties ;  to  draw  them  from  the  savage  and  hunt- 
er state,  and  induct  them  into  the  innocent 
pursuits  of  civilized  life.  In  the  execution  of 
these  schemes,  the  Jewsharps  might  have  their 
use.     They  are  a  musical  instrument,  and 

"  Music  hath  charms  to  soothe  the  savage  heart." 

It  had  been  related  of  a  musician  of  old,  that 
he  even  tamed  wild  beasts,  and  bent  down  the 
tops  of  trees,  and  drew  a  woman  out  of  hell,  by 
the  potent  charms  of  music.  In  modern  times 
it  had  also  been  said, 

"  He  that  hath  not  music  in  his  soul. 
Is  fit  for  treason,  stratagem,  and  spoil." 

Mr.  B.  said  that  these  instruments  did  not,  in 
his  opinion, 

"  Disconrse  very  excellent  mnsic ; " 

but  that  was  an  affair  of  taste,  and,  "  Degv^ti- 
hus  non  est  disputandum.'''' 

They  were  certainly  an  innocent  instrument, 
and  on  thiat  account  had  been  spared  where 
better  had  been  condemned.  He  aUuded  to  an 
ordinance  of  the  city  of  Hartford,  during  the 
late  war,  against  drums  and  fifes,  and  which, 
as  he  had  been  told,  contained  express  excep- 
tion in  favor  of  the  Jewsharp. 

They  were  innocent,  and  on  that  account 
precisely  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  the  Super- 
intendent, in  reclaiming  the  savage  from  the 
hunter  state.  The  first  state  after  that,  in  the 
road  to  refined  life,  is  the  pastoral,  and  without 
music  the  tawney-colored  Oorydons  and  the 
red-skinned  Amaryllises,  ^'■recubang  sub  teg- 
mine  fagi,^''  upon  the  banks  of  the  Missouri  and 
Mississippi,  could  make  no  progress  in  the  de- 
lightful business  of  love  and  sentiment.  Even 
if  the  factories  should  be  abolished,  these  harps 
might  not  be  lost.  They  might  be  "  hung 
upon  the  willows,"  and  .^Eolus,  as  he  passes  by, 
might  discourse  upon  them  melancholy  strains, 
"  soft  and  sad,"  adapted  to  the  vicissitudes  of 
human  affairs,  the  death  of  the  factories,  and 
the  loss  of  that  innocent  age  they  were  intend- 
ed to  introduce. 

Mr.  B.  resumed  the  reading  of  the  exhibit. 
5,068  lbs.  sugar,  $557  48)  ■„       1,4.    ^  xt      /-.  1 
s;265  lbs.  coffee;    979  50$  ^°"S^*  ^'  ^ew  Orleans. 

And  other  articles  adapted  to  a  common  coun- 
try store,  but  unknown  to  the  Indian  trade. 
He  said  this  proved  that  articles  of  an  im- 


proper kind  were  purchased  for  the  factories  in 
the  year  1820;  he  would  now  prove  that  it 
was  an  old  business,  regularly  followed  up. 
He  read  from  the  printed  document. 

Majffr  O/'Fallonh  Statement. — "About  four 
years  since,  when  I  was  stationed  at  Prairie  du 
Ohien,  the  factor  received  what  was  called  sol- 
dier or  citizen  goods,  to  the  amount  of  several 
thousand  dollars,  none  of  which  was  intended 
for  the  Indian  trade ;  and  it  was  said,  and 
generally  believed,  to  be  a  private  concern." — 
Page  8. 

Mr.  B.  then  turned  to  the  copies  of  five  or 
six  accounts,  also  printed,  and  furnished  by  Mr. 
0.  as  a  part  of  his  statement,  showing  that  the 
factor  at  Prairie  du  Ohien  had  sold  every  arti- 
cle above  mentioned,  and  a  great  many  others, 
to  the  white  people  of  that  place  ;  among 
others,  to  Dixon,  Brisbois,  and  Kolette,  aU  of 
whom  stand  publicly  charged  with  carrying 
arms  against  the  United  States  during  the  war, 
at  the  head  of  the  Indians. 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  the  second  head  of  mis- 
conduct in  the  Superintendent,  that  of  purchas- 
ing goods  of  bad  quality.  He  read  from  Major 
Biddle's  statement :  "  The  quality  of  the  goods 
in  the  factory  at  Green  Bay  is  generally  bad; 
the  blankets,  and  other  articles  of  wool,  par- 
ticularly so." — Fage  1. — Answer  to  second  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  read  from  the  printed 
documents  to  show  the  bad  quality  of  the  goods 
sent  to  the  factories. 

Major  O'Fallon's  Statement. — "I  have  seen 
in  factories,  goods,  evidently  the  remnants  of 
old  stores ;  and  a  few  years  since,  I  received 
from  General  Olark,  who  was  then  Superin- 
tendent of  Indian  Affairs  at  St.  Louis,  a  few 
goods  for  Indian  presents,  (furnished  him  by 
the  factory  department,)  the  most  of  which  was 
of  such  inferior  quality,  that  I  was  ashamed  to 
offer  them  to  the  Indians,  alid  have  them  still 
on  hand." — Fage  8. 

Major  Bell's  Statement. — "  In  the  course  of 
the  expedition,  I  was  at  a  Cherokee  settlement 
on  the  Arkansas ;  at  the  house  of  "Webber  there 
was  a  store,  and  a  number  of  Indians  making 
considerable  purchases ;  inquired  of  them  why 
they  did  not  trade  at  the  United  States  factory 
not  far  distant,  and  the  reply  was,  that  they 
could  procure  all  the  articles  they  wanted  at 
this  store,  at  a  less  price,  and  of  a  better  quality 
than  at  the  factory,  and  were  allowed  the  same 
prices  for  their  furs  and  peltries." — Fage  9. 

Mr.  OrooTcs's  Statement. — "  Blankets  and  other 
dry  goods  (in  the  factories  of  the  Northwest) 
generally,  have  been  uniformly  twenty-five  to 
fifty  per  cent,  inferior  to  the  corresponding 
articles  supplied  by  individual  adventurers. 
And  the  factor  at  Chicago  is  also  of  opinion 
that  remnants,  or  cut  pieces  of  goods,  do  not 
answer  quite  so  well  as  if  they  had  never  been 
unfolded  or  subjected  to  retail  operations  before 
they  reached  him." — Fage  10. 

Mr.  B.  conceived  that  this  evidence  was  suf- 
ficient to  convict  the  Superintendent  of  sending 
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goods  of  inferior  and  bad  quality  to  the  facto- 
ries. He  went  on  to  the  third  point :  pnrchas- 
ing  goods  at  improper  places,  and  at  extrava- 
gant prices.  To  show  this,  he  had  recourse  to 
the  exhibit  of  purchases  for  the  year  1820,  fur- 
nished by  the  Superintendent,  as  before  stated. 

One  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-six 
pounds  shot  at  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per 
pound,  one  hundred  and  five  dollars ;  bought  at 
Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia,  and  sent  to 
the  western  factories. 

This  was  either  British  or  American  shot; 
the  friends  of  the  Superintendent  might  take 
hold  of  which  horn  of  the  dilemma  they  pleased : 
in  either  case  the  purchase  was  a  scandalous 
abuse.  Shot  was  made  in  any  quantity  at  Her- 
culaneum,  thirty  miles  below  St.  Louis,  at  about 
two  cents  above  the  price  of  lead,  which  was 
five  cents  a  poimd  in  the  year  1820,  and  of  a 
quality  so  superior  to  the  English,  that  it  read- 
ily commanded  a  bent  more  in  the  pound  in  the 
New  Orleans  market.  At  Hercnlaneum  there 
were  towers,  not  made  by  the  hands  of  man, 
but  of  perpendicular  rock,  from  one  to  three 
hundred  feet  high,  on  the  margin  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, from  the  top  of  which  the  melted  lead 
was  poured,  and  taken  up  in  shot  at  the  water's 
edge,  and  conveyed  in  boats  wheresoever  it  was 
wanted.  He  said  it  was  from  this  place  that 
the  western  factories  should  have  been  suppKed. 
It  would  have  cost  but  little  more  than  half  the 
Georgetown  price,  and  saved  the  cost  of  car- 
riage across  the  mountains.  But  it  was  the 
system  of  these  times  to  make  the  West  pur- 
chase from  the  East.  During  the  late  war,  Mr. 
B.,  as  Lieutenant- colonel  in  the  United  States 
Army,  had  received  in  Nashville,  Tennessee,  a 
consignment  of  tent-poles  and  wooden  mallets, 
from  Philadelphia.  The  English  had  a  proverb, 
"  Carry  coals  to  Newcastle ;"  the  Spaniards  had 
another,  "  Oari-y  water  to  the  sea."  The  Amer- 
icans may  have  theirs  also,  "  Carry  wood  to 
Tennessee."  ["  Carry  lead  to  Missouri,"  said  a 
Senator.]  Mr.  B.  said  he  would  not  say  "lead." 
The  word  in  the  document  was  "shot,"  and  he 
might  be  met  with  a  cont;radiction  if  he  used 
one  for  the  other,  the  two  articles  being  so  ut- 
terly distinct,  that  their  names  could  not  be 
composed  of  any  letter  used  in  spelling  the 
other. 

Mr.  B.  then  read  from  the  document  an  ac- 
count of  axes,  spades,  corn-hoes,  drawing- 
knives,  nails,  frying-pans,  saddles,  bridles,  can- 
dle-wick, spurs,  gnn-looks,  saws,  bed-cords, 
tools,  curtain  and  finger  rings,  shoes,  kettles, 
tin  pans,  tin  cups,  crockery  wares,  sad  irons, 
horse  and  cow  bells,  chisels,  augers,  locks, 
19,000  yards  domestic  cottons,  &c.,  bought  at 
Georgetown,  at  high  prices,  from  a  select  few, 
whose  names  regularly  recurred  on  every  page, 
when  the  greater  part  of  the  same  articles  could 
have  been  purchased  at  Pittsburg  for  less  price, 
and  entire  saving  of  the  land  carriage. 

He  spoke  next  to  this  item  of  the  carriage. 

The  Superintendent,  in  answer  to  an  inter- 
rogatory, stated  the  minimum  cost  from  George- 


town to  St.  Louis  at  four  and  one-half  cents  per 
pound ;  the  maximum,  at  nine  cents.  St.  Louis 
was  taken  as  a  central  point  on  the  Mississippi, 
where  a  transport  agent  was  stationed,  and 
warehouses  kept  for  the  reception  of  goods, 
furs,  &o.,  on  their  transit,  and  through  which  a 
moiety,  perhaps,  of  the  whole  quantity  annually 


Mr.  B.  was  constrained  to  beheve  that  the 
carriage  of  these  goods  had  cost  more  than  the 
sum  stated.  His  belief  was  founded,  not  upon 
the  document  now  furnished  by  the  Superin- 
tendent, but  upon  one  furnished  by  him  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  and  bound  up  in  volume 
eleven  of  the  State  papers,  No.  47. 

He  opened  the  book,  and  showed  an  exhibit : 
One  column  contained  a  statement  of  the 
amount  of  merchandise  sent  by  the  Superin- 
tendent to  the  factories,  from  the  year  1811 
to  the  year  1820,  amounting  to  -  $466,874 
The  next  column  showed  the  cost  of 

transporting  the  same,  amounting  to    110,543 
The  next  column  showed  the  contin- 
gencies attending  this  transporta- 
tion, (the  particulars  not  stated,) 
amounting  to  -    -         -    -      20,728 

From  this  document,  it  would  seem  that 
nearly  one-third  of  the  value  of  the  goods  was 
consumed  in  getting  them  carried  to  the  places 
of  sale!  Mr.  B.  said  he  knew  that  he  was 
tiring  the  Senate ;  but  it  was  necessary  to  be 
minute  and  particular.  The  question  was  to 
abolish  a  system  conceived  by  eminent  states- 
men for  valuable  purposes,  which  had  stood  for 
twenty-seven  years ;  and  which  question,  in  its 
progress,  involves  the  conduct  of  respectable 
men,  not  as  an  object,  but  as  a  consequence  of 
the  inquiry. 

Having  finished  the  examination  of  the  Su- 
perintendent's purchases,  the  next  inquiry  was 
into  the  conduct  of  the  factors,  in  making  theu' 
sales.  In  performing  this  duty,  they  were 
bound  to  sell  to  the  Indians — to  sell  on  liberal 
terms— to  sell  so  as  to  save  the  original  stock 
from  being  diminished.  On  each  point  it  is  in- 
sisted that  the  law  has  been  constantly  and 
openly  violated.  On  the  first  point  Major  Bid- 
die  says,  "  My  impression  has  always  been,  that 
the  factories  were  as  open  to  every  applicant  as 
any  other  store,  having  seen  various  persons 
purchasing  small  articles  there.  An  outfit  of 
goods  was  fm-nished  by  Mr.  Erwin,  factor  at 
Green  Bay,  to  William  Morrill,  who  was  li- 
censed by  me  in  September  last,  to  trade  on  the 
Fox  Eiver." — ^p.  1. 

Major  O'Fallon  says.  "I  know  very  well  that 
they  (the  factors)  have  been  in  the  habit  of  sell- 
ing to  officers,  soldiers,  and  citizens,  and  in  fact 
to  any  body,  without  reserve.  Mx.  Johnson, 
factor  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  has  been  in  the 
habit  of  equipping  traders  without  license,  and 
sending  them  to  trade  with  the  Indians,  on 
hxmting  excursions,  unrestrained;  and  did,  in 
one  instance,  furnish  goods  to  a  Canadian,  who 
was  an  experienced  trader,  but  at  that  time 
considered  a  most  exceptionable  character,  from 
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the  circumstance  of  his  having  borne  arms 
against  us  by  the  side  of  the  Indiana,  during 
the  lute  war." — p.  7. 

Mr.  Crooks  says,  "It  is  within  my  knowledge 
that  goods  have  been  sold  to  persons  engaged 
in  the  fur  trade,  by  the  United  States  factories 
at  Fort  Osage,  Fort  Edwards,  Prairie  du  Ohien, 
Chicago,  and  Green  Bay,  more  particularly  at 
the  first,  third,  and  last  of  the  places  mentioned. 
And  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  it  is  the 
constant  practice  of  all  the  factors  to  seU  the 
goods  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  posts 
where  they  are  located,  and  generally  to  the 
white  and  mixed  population  around  them." 

Mr.  B.  went  On  to  the  next  point,  the  rate  at 
which  these  goods  were  sold. 

Major  Biddle  says,  "  that  he,  as  agent  of  the 
United  States,  paid  60  per  cent." — ^p.  1. 

Major  O'Fallon  says,  "that  he  and  others 
paid  from  40  to  60  per  cent,  upon  the  St.  Louis 
prices." — ^p.  7. 

Mr.  Crooks  says,  "  they  were  regulated  by  no 
rule.  Their  rates  were  capricious,  governed  by 
the  competition,  higher  or  lower,  as  that  was 
far  off  or  near  at  hand,  weak  or  vigorous."  (p. 
12.)  He  gives  many  copies  of  accounts,  signed 
by  factors,  in  which  66|  were  regularly  charged 
on  wholesale  operations ;  the  retail  much  high- 
er. Ladies'  morocco  shoes  sold  at  $1  50,  which 
the  Superintendent  says  cost  75  and  87|  cents, 
being  an  advance  of  about  100  per  cent.  Tea, 
the  quality  and  first  cost  not  stated,  but  sup- 
posed to  be  the  same  as  that  sent  in  1820,  to 
wit,  $1  a  pound ;  the  fair  price  of  which,  at  the 
factory,  could  not  have  exceeded  $1  121  cents, 
yet  sold  there  for  $3  50  and  $4  a  pound,  being 
an  advance  of  300  or  400  per  cent.  Powder 
sold  at  80  cents  a  pound,  which  must  have  cost 
about  25  cents ;  advance,  more  than  200  per 
cent. 

Before  quitting  the  conduct  of  the  factors, 
Mr.  B.  said  he  was  bound,  in  justice,  to  say,  and 
he  said  it  the  more  readily,  because  they  were 
not  here  to  speak  for  themselves,  that,  from  the 
manner  in  which  the  Superintendent  had  re- 
marked upon  their  conduct  in  selling  the  Gov- 
ernment goods  at  such  high  prices,  and  to 
others  than  Indians,  excusing  some  things,  ad- 
mitting some,  being  silent  as  to  some,  that  the 
factors  appear  to  have  acted  on  these  points 
with  the  knowledge  and  approbation  of  their 
principal. 

Mr.  B.,  in  pursuing  the  operations  of  the  fac- 
tory system,  came  back  to  the  Superintendent, 
and  examined  his  conduct  in  the  last  scene  of 
his  duties — that  of  selling  the  furs  and  peltries 
received  from  the  factors.  In  doing  this,  the 
act  of  Congress  made  it  his  duty  to  sell  at  dif- 
ferent places  in  the  United  States,  to  seU  at 
auction,  or  otherwise  dispose  of  these  articles 
as  might  be  most  advantageous  for  the  United 
States. 

In  execution  of  this  law,  the  sales  had  been 
principally  at  Georgetown,  perhaps  the  last 
place  in  America  that  any  man  would  think  of 
for  a  far  market ;  and  many  had  been  made  at 


private  contract,  which  could  hardly  be  consid- 
ered as  the  most  advantageous  way  of  conduct- 
ing the  sales  for  the  public.  And  the  event 
proved  the  fact ;  for  the  prices  obtained  were 
below  the  market  price. 

Mr.  B.  examined  the  sales  of  beaver  and  of 
deer  skins,  made  by  the  Superintendent  in  1821. 
Of  the  first,  the  whole  quantity  received  was 
1,108  pounds,  and  sold  for  $2,115  02— a  fraction 
less  than  $2  a  pound.  The  current  price  was 
$3  at  St.  Louis.  The  proportion  of  Southern 
beaver  must  have  been  great  to  justify  so  low 
an  average  as  $2.  Of  deer  skins,  124,082 
pounds  were  received,  and  sold  for  $24,074  90 
— a  fraction  less  than  twenty  cents  a  pound. 
The  current  price  at  St.  Louis  was  thirty-three 
cents,  and  nothing  but  an  excessive  proportion 
of  bad  skins  could  have  reduced  the  average  of 
the  Superintendent's  sales  to  so  low  a  rate. 

A  private  sale  of  deer  skins  within  the  pres- 
ent year,  (1822,)  toKorckhaus,  of  Philadelphia, 
to  the  amount  of  near  $20,000,  was  also  shown, 
in  which  the  average  price  was  equally  low, 
though  a  credit  of  three  and  five  months  was 
given.  And  a  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Astor's 
agent  in  New  York,  complaining  of  this  private 
sale,  in  which  he  had  no  chance  to  bid. 

Low  as  was  the  average  of  the  beaver  and 
deer  skins  sold  in  1821,  that  price  is  still  to  be 
charged  with  transportation  and  contingencies, 
which  must  be  deducted  before  the  clear  gain 
could  be  counted.  No  data  for  this  calculation 
is  furnished  in  the  sales  of  the  last  year ;  but, 
by  having  recourse  to  the  exhibit  furnished  by 
the  Superintendent  in  1820,  to  be  seen  in  vol- 
ume eleven  of  the  State  papers  of  that  year,  it 
may  be  ascertained  how  much  these  items  have 
amounted  to  on  other  sales  of  the  same  articles. 
The  whole  amount  of  furs  and  pel- 
tries sold  by  the  Superintendent, 
from  1805  to  1809,  was  -  $474,007 

The  transportation  of  the  same,  for 
the  same  period,  to  New  Orleans 
and  Georgetown,  where  all  the 
sales  were  made,  was  -    -  159,348 

The  contingent  expenses  of  the  same, 
for  the  same  period,  were  -    -      39,399 

Put  these  two  items  together,  and  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  mere  expense  of  getting  the  pub- 
lic furs  and  peltries'  from  the  factories  to  the 
places  of  selling  them,  and  the  expenses  of  the 
sale,  was  near  50  per  cent,  upon  the  total  value 
of  the  articles  sold ! 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  must  now  proceed  to  the. 
examination  of  another  point,  which  implicated 
the  Superintendent  in  the  double  culpability  of 
practising  an  imposition  upon  the  Indians  and 
a  speculation  upon  the  Government.  To  feel 
the  force  of  the  facts  as  they  were  disclosed,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  recollect  that  the  factory 
goods  were  the  property  of  the  Government, 
and  the  factors  nothing  but  trustees  in  the  pay 
of  the  public,  and  having  no  interest  in  the 
goods. 

Ma^or  BiddWa  Statement. — "  In  the  bills  for 
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articles  bought  by  me,  (of  the  Green  Bay  fac- 
tor,) as  agent,  the  original  price  is  stated,  to 
which  50  per  cent,  is  added.  I  have  said  that 
the  quality  was  bad.  Convinced  of  tiis,  and  of 
the  high  price,  I  sent  to  the  agent  of  the  Amer- 
ican Fur  Company,  at  Mackinac,  for  a  small  in- 
voice of  goods,  to  the  amount  of  the  money  left 
in  my  hands  after  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
agency.  And  1  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  they  formed  a  more  acceptable  present  to 
the  Indians  than  double  the  sum  paid  for  them 
would  have  procured  from  the  factory." — 
pp.  4,  5. 

Major  O' Fallouts  Statement. — "  I  do  not  re- 
collect to  have  been  furnished  with  any  thing 
by  the  factories  on  account  of  Government. 
But  they  have  sometimes  furnished  other  Indian 
agents  with  annuities  and  Indian  presents ;  and 
a  few  years  since,  when  they  were  permitted  to 
act  in  the  capacity  of  sub-Indian  agents,  they 
gave  presents  out  of  the  factory  goods  them- 
selves, which  were  charged  to  and  paid  by  the 
Indian  department.  A  few  years  since,  I  re- 
ceived from  General  Clark,  then  Superintendent 
of  Indian  Affairs  at  St.  Louis,  a  few  goods  for 
Indian  presents,  (furnished  him  by  the  factory 
department,)  the  most  of  which  was  of  such 
inferior  quality  that  I  was  ashamed  to  offer 
them  to  the  Indians,  and  have  them  still  on 
hand."— pp.  7,  8. 

Mr.  B.  returned  again  to  the  last  document. 
It  showed  the  total  expenditure  in  the  Indian 
Department  for  the  year  1818,  to  have  been 
$559,367  47,  of  which  one  item  had  been  stated; 
another  was  $120,250  for  presents  in  money  to 
Indians. 

Mr.  B.  next  examined  the  amount  of  business 
done  by  the  factories.  He  took  the  year  1821, 
and  the  exhibit  of  the  Superintendent,  showing 
the  total  amount  of  furs  and  peltries  received 
from  each  factor,  and. the  amount  for  which 
they  were  sold. 

1.  Green  Bay. — Sent  nothing,  and  no  ex- 
cuse. 

2.  Red  River. — Sent  nothing,  factor  dead. 

3.  Marais  des  Oygnes. — Sent  nothing,  just 
established. 

4.  Fort  Edwards. — Does  something  better; 
sends  $44  worth  of  beeswax. 

5.  Chicago.— Does  better  still ;  sends  $329  98 
worth  of  mink,  raccoon,  and  muskrat  skins. 

6.  Osage.— Better  still ;  sends  $1,566  64 
worth  of  skins,  being  $444  less  than  the  salary 
paid  by  the  United  States  to  the  factor  and  sub- 
factor  for  their  personal  attention  to  this  im- 
portant concern. 

The  other  three,  Prairie  dn  Chien,  Choctaw, 
and  Arkansas,  sent  between  them  to  the  amount 
of  about  $30,000.  The  whole  making  a  miser- 
able display  upon  the  large  capital  invested,  and 
the  annual  salaries  of  $19,250,  paid  the  Super- 
intendent and  his  subordinates  from  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  had  now  shown  to  the 
Senate,  by  unimpeachable  testimony,  the  con- 
tinued and  enormous  abuses  which  had  been 


practised  by  the  factories.  He  would  now  ask 
for  the  benefits  resulting  from  them. 

Had  it  expelled  the  British  traders  from  the 
Northern  and  Western  Territories?  On  the 
contrary,  they  had  remained  there  till  the  late 
war,  and  might  have  been  there  yet  if  the  treaty 
at  Ghent  had  revived  the  third  article  of  Mr. 
Jay's  treaty. 

Did  they  keep  the  Indians  at  peace  ?  So  far 
from  it  that  Fort  "Wayne,  Chicago,  and  Madi- 
son, (the  sites  of  factories,)  were  the  first  objects 
of  attack  and  pillage  in  the  late  war. 

Do  they  create  respect  and  attachment  for 
the  American  Government  in  the  bosoms  of  the 
Indians?  See  Major  C Fallon) s  statement. — 
"  The  factory  system  has  no  good  effect  in  con- 
ciliating the  good  wiU  of  the  Indians  towards 
us;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  calculated  to  give 
them  unfavorable  impressions,  and  alienate 
them  from  us,  by  exhibiting  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  in  the  light  of  a  common 
trader." — p.  8. 

Do  they  prevent  the  Indians  from  now  going 
to  the  British  for  presents  ?  Mr.  GrooMs  state- 
ment shows  the  contrary. — Fort  Maiden  and 
Drnmmond's  Island  is  the  annual  resort  of  In- 
dians, who  go  by  the  factories  to  receive  pres- 
ents, even  at  this  day. 

Do  they  protect  Indians  from  the  extortions 
of  traders  ?  So  far  from  it,  they  are  themselves 
the  greatest  extortioners,  selling  the  meanest 
goods  for  the  highest  prices. 

Have  they  reclaimed  the  Indians  from  savage 
habits,  and  converted  them  to  Christianity? 
Listen  to  the  evidence :  Major  O' Fallon. — "  In 
reclaiming  them  (the  Indians)  from  savage 
habits,  and  converting  them  to  Christianity, 
these  establishments  have  the  same  effect  as  in- 
dividual traders." — ^p.  8. 

Mr.Croohi's. — "Little  as  I  value  the  factory 
system,  considered  as  a  means  of  attaching  the 
Indians  to  the  United  States,  I  do  think  they 
are,  if  possible,  stiU  less  capable  of  producing 
religious  reformation  either  in  the  Indians  or 
anybody  else.  The  factories  have  now  degen- 
erated into  mere  places  of  ti-ade,  to  which  all 
colors,  descriptions,  and  denominations  of  people 
resort  for  barter,  and  hear  a  much  more  striking 
resemblance  to  common  country  stores,  than  to 
the  puhhc  establishment  of  a  benevolent  Gov- 
ernment. The  desperate  efforts  which  the  fac- 
tors make  to  secure  individually  their  reputa- 
tions as  traders,  and  jointly  to  prop  the  ques- 
tionable pecuniary  credit  of  the  whole  system, 
are,  in  my  opinion,  but  little  favorable  to  that 
serenity  of  mind,  mildness  of  disposition,  and 
undeviating  conformity  to  a  strictly  moral  de- 
portment, which  we,  in  civilized  society,  con- 
sider essential  qualities  in  those  we  trust  as  our 
guides  "  to  another  and  a  better  world."  Even 
we  value  example  as  high  as  precept;  with 
savages  the  former  is  most  likely  to  be  eflSca- 
cious.  And  believing  these  gentlemen  (factors) 
to  be  equally  fallible  with  the  generahty  of  their 
brethren  in  trade,  I  should  imagine  they  were 
selected  by  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  trade 
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more  for  their  trafficking  than  apostolic  abilities, 
as  the  head  of  that  department  is  too  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  missions  among 
a  rude  people,  to  have  appointed  the  present 
incumbents  to  teach  repentance  and  remission 
of  sins  to  the  children  of  the  wilderness." — 
p.  10. 

Yet  this  sj'stem  is  vaunted  for  its  moral  and 
religious  influence  upon  the  heads  and  the 
hearts  of  the  Indians,  and  many  good  citizens 
of  the  United  States  have  been  so  far  imposed 
upon  as  to  send  petitions  here,  praying  its  con- 
tinuance, and  an  increase  of  its  capital  on  that 
account— petitions,  which  it  is  believed  were 
made  here,  and  sent  out  to  be  signed,  and 
brought  back  in  time  to  help  this  precious  sys- 
tem to  stand  the  shock  of  the  present  attack. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  hoped  it  was  now  fully  shown 
to  the  Senate,  by  unimpeachable  testimony,  that 
the  factory  system  was  worse  than  useless ;  that 
every  public  consideration  required  it  to  be  im- 
mediately abolished,  the  accounts  of  all  con- 
cerned to  be  settled  up  and  closed ;  the  capital 
to  be  returned  to  the  public  Treasury,  so  far  as 
it  could  be  found ;  *  the  salaries  of  all  its  offi- 
cers to  be  stopped,  and  au  exhibit  of  its  profit 
or  loss  to  be  shown  at  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress ;  that  the  amendment  oflEered  by  him  was 
intended  to  accomplish  these  purposes,  and, 
with  that  view,  was  submitted  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Senate. 

"When  Mr.  B.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  replied  at  some 
length,  to  show  the  grounds  on  which  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs  had  reported  the  bill 
submitted  to  the  Senate. 

The  subject  was  then  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 


Ttjbsdat,  March  26. 
Indian  JPaotory  System. 
The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  concerning  Indian  trade. 
Mr.  Johnson,   of   Louisiana,   continued,   at 


*  None  could  be  found ;  for  the  bill  was  passed,  and  the 
concern  placed  in  other  hands,  to  be  closed  and  settled  up ; 
and  thus  the  glowing  representations  which  the  Superin- 
tendent (Mr.  Thomas  L.  McKinney)  had  been  so  long 
making  to  Congress,  were  mere  romance,  and  deceptions  in- 
Tcntions.  It  was  one  of  the  instances  of  the  extreme  diffi- 
culty of  getting  rid  of  any  Government  establishment,  no 
matter  how  vicious,  after  it  once  takes  root  and  has  created 
an  interest  for  itself.  It  then  becomes  a  sit-fast — a  sluggish, 
deep-seated  sore,  insensible  to  either  poultice  or  plaster,  and 
only  amenable  to  the  knife  and  the  actual  cautery.  So  of 
this  Indian  trading  establishment.  It  was  commenced  as  an 
experiment,  and  for  the  limited  term  of  three  years,  under 
Washington's  administration,  and  for  the  double  purpose  of 
supplying  the  Indians  with  suitable  goods,  at  cost  and  car- 
riage, and  to  wean  them  off  from  the  British  tradei^ — then 
controlling  them  through  their  trade  in  all  the  Northwest. 
Instead  of  terminating  at  the  end  of  three  years,  when  it 
was  already  seen  that  the  experiment  was  a  failure,  the 
establishment  was  continued  thirty  years  1  and  then  only 
terminated  by  the  most  determined  efforts. 


some  length,  the  speech  he  yesterday  com- 
menced in  support  of  the  bill,  and  against  the 
amendments  offered  by  Mr.  Bbnton. 

Mr.  Johnson,  in  answer  to  some  remarks  of 
Mr.  Benton,  concerning  the  official  conduct  of 
the  agents  employed  in  conducting  the  system, 
said  that  it  was  not  on  the  ground  that  any  of 
those  agents  had  abused  the  tmst  reposed  in 
them,  that  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
had  reported  the  bill.  It  was  other  considera- 
tions which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
made  it  expedient  to  abolish  the  factory  system, 
and  to  provide  more  effectively  for  opening 
trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indians  by  li- 
censed traders.  He  had  examined  with  atten- 
tion, he  said,  the  documents  connected  with 
the  subject,  and  to  which  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  had  referred,  and  could  perceive  in 
them  nothing  which  showed  that  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Indian  trade,  or  that  the  factors,  or 
agents,  had  not  faithfully  discharged  their  duty ; 
that,  so  far  as  he  was  informed,  he  believed 
them  all  to  be  honest,  correct  men.  He  said 
that  he  had  but  a  slight  personal  acquaintance 
with  the  Superintendent,  but  the  character  of 
that  gentleman  here,  for  integrity,  stands  high, 
and  that,  from  the  best  information  he  could 
obtain,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  Superin- 
tendent had  fulfilled  the  duties  of  his  office  with 
ability,  and  perhaps  as  well  as  any  other  man 
could  have  performed  them. 

It  is  said  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Missouri,  that  great  abuses  had  been  committed 
by  the  Superintendent  in  purchasing  goods  of 
bad  quality,  and  not  adapted  to  the  Indian 
trade ;  in  making  the  purchases  at  improper 
places,  and  at  extravagant  prices ;  and  iij  the 
manner  of  selling  the  furs  and  peltries  received 
from  the  factors.  Mr.  J.  said  that  some  of  the 
gentlemen  who  were  examined  before  the  com- 
mittee, seemed  to  think  that  such  abuses  had 
been  committed.  But,  from  an  examination  of 
all  the  documents  laid  before  the  committee, 
and  from  other  information  which  he  had  re- 
ceived, he  was  of  opinion  that  the  Superintend- 
ent had  performed  his  duty  with  the  utmost 
zeal  and  integrity.  "With  respect,  he  said,  to 
the  quality  of  the  goods  purchased  for  the  fac- 
tories, there  seemed  to  be  a  difference  of  opinion. 
Governor  Cass,  of  Michigan,  in  a  letter  to  the 
Superintendent,  dated  in  August,  1816,  says: 
"  I  have  been  much  gratified  to  find  the  goods 
sent  here  for  the  Indians  are  well  selected ;  per- 
fect justice  has  been  done.  I  am  informed  by 
persons  in  the  Indian  Department,  that  such  a 
selection  was  never  sent  to  this  country.  In 
fact,  I  cannot  conceive  that  ttiey  conld  be  bet- 
ter suited  to  the  objects  to  which  they  are  sent." 
He  said  that  the  factor  at  Fort  Osage,  also, 
speaks  favorably  of  the  goods  sent  to  him.  It 
is  probable,  he  remarked,  that  some  of  the  goods 
alluded  to  by  the  gentlemen  who  were  examined 
before  the'  committee,  were  remnants  of  tlie 
old  stock  on  hand.  He  was  informed  that  a 
great  portion  of  the  goods  now  iii  the  factories, 
had  been  purchased  about  the  close  of  the  late 
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•war  with  England,  when  goods  were  exorbitant, 
and  difficult  to  be  had  at  any  price.  He  be- 
lieved, at  that  period,  that  the  price  of  mer- 
chandise was  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  per 
cent,  higher  than  twelve  months'  subsequent 
thereto.  As  to  the  places  at  which  the  goods 
had  been  purchased,  he  considered  a  matter  of 
no  consequence,  as  it  did  not  appear  that  they 
could  have  been  obtained  on  better  terms  at 
any  other  place.  For  does  it  appear,  he  ob- 
served, that  the  furs  and  peltries  received  of  the 
factors,  could  have  been  disposed  of  to  more 
advantage.  The  act  of  1811  makes  it  the  duty 
of  the  Superintendent,  under  the  direction  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  upon 
such  terms  and  conditions  as  he  should  pre- 
scribe, to  cause  the  furs  and  peltry,  and  other 
articles  acquired  in  trade  with  the  Indian  na- 
tions, to  he  sold  at  public  auction,  in  different 
parts  of  the  United  States,  or  otherwise  disposed 
of,  as  may  be  deemed  most  advantageous  to  the 
United  States. 

Upon  the  whole,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 
conduct  of  the  Superintendent  and  factors,  in 
relation  to  the  different  subjects  upon  which 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri  had  commented, 
might  be  satisfactorily  explained,  without  im- 
plicating the  character  of  any  of  them.  These 
gentlemen,  he  remarked,  had  no  personal  in- 
terest whatever  in  the  Indian  trade ;  they  were 
absolutely  prohibited  from  being,  in  any  man- 
ner, personally  concerned  in  carrying  it  on. 
They  act,  he  said,  under  the  obligations  of  an 
oath,  and  have  given  bond,  with  security,  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  their  duty.  They 
act,  too,  under  the  instruction  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  are  compelled  to  render  an  account, 
quarter-yearly,  of  aE  money,  goods,  and  other 
property,  which  come  into  their  hands,  or  for 
which  they  ought  to  account.  Thus,  it  will  be 
perceived,  that  the  Superintendent  and  factors 
have  acted  under  high  responsibilities,  and  that 
the  Government  has  had  every  opportunity  of 
judging  of  the  propriety  of  their  conduct,  and 
it  is  to  be  presumed  that  if  any  of  them  had 
violated  their  duty,  they  would  have  been  re- 
moved from  office. 

Mr.  LowEiE,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  that,  for 
several  years  he  had  been  seeking  information 
on  the  factory  system,  that  he  had  carefully  ex- 
amined the  voluminous  documents  the  Senate 
had  ordered  to  be  printed  on  the  subject.  He 
had  come  to  the  full  conviction  that  the  factory 
system  had  not  answered  the  purpose  intended 
by  its  establishment.  This  conviction,  how- 
ever, said  Mr.  L.,  has  not  been  produced  in  my 
mind  by  the  reasons  which  seem  to  operate 
with  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Ben- 
ton.) His  remarks  go  more  to  show  the  abuses 
of  the  system,  and,  indeed,  frauds  of  the  Super- 
intendent and  factors,  than  to  any  defect  in 
the  system  itself.  My  view  of  the  subject  is 
the  reverse  of  this.  I  think  it  would  not  be 
difficult  to  show  that  all  the  transactions,  so 
ably  commented  on  by  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri, (Mr.  Benton,)  could  have  happened  in 


the  absence  of  every  thing  involving  fraud  or 
official  misconduct  on  the  part  of  these  officers. 
They  are  not  here  to  answer  for  or  defend  them- 
selves, and  the  evidence  before  us  is  not  suffi- 
cient, in  my  judgment,  to  condemn  them. 
Placed  in  these  circumstances,  their  former  good 
characters  ought  to  go  for  something.  The 
factors  are  first  nominated  by  the  President, 
and  then  have  to  pass  the  ordeal  of  this  body. 
I  do  not  know  any  of  them  personally,  and  with 
the  Superintendent  my  acquaintance  is  not  of 
long  standing.  The  official  intercourse  I  had 
with  him,  during  two  years  that  I  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  gave 
me  a  good  opportunity  of  knowing  him.  It  is 
but  justice  to  him  to  state,  that  I  consider  him 
an  able  and  a  faithful  officer,  and,  what  is  of  as 
much  esteem  with  me,  an  honest  and  an  upright 
man. 

My  objection  to  the  continuance  of  this  trade 
goes  against  the  system  itself.  In  the  first 
place,  the  capital  is  entirely  inadequate  for  the 
object.  On  this  point  I  have  not  data  to  speak 
with  precision,  but,  to  supply  the  whole  of  the 
Indian  ti'ade,  I  apprehend  that  ten  times  the 
amount  now  invested  would  be  necessary.  This 
alone  would  be  conclusive  against  the  system. 
The  present  capital  is  found  difficult  to  manage. 
The  Indian  border,  where  this  trade  is  carried 
on,  extends  over  several  thousand  miles.  In 
such  an  extended  market,  the  purchase  of  arti- 
cles suitable  for  the  wants,  real  or  imaginary, 
the  wishes  and  the  caprices  of  the  various 
tribes ;  the  transportation,  caro,  and  sale  of  the 
furs  and  peltries,  involve  such  a  complication 
of  circumstances,  that  it  is  impossible  for  the 
Government  to  conduct  the  concern  to  advan- 
tage. AU  these  difficulties  exist  with  the  pres- 
ent investment,  and  aU  these  difficulties  would 
increase  with  the  enlargement  of  the  capital. 
Nothing  but  individual  enterprise,  individual 
industry  and  attention,  is  equal  to  such  a  busi- 
ness. Indeed,  I  dislike  the  idea  of  this  Govern- 
ment becoming  a  trader,  and  coming,  as  they 
must  come,  in  competition  with  private  traders. 
This  Government,  like  the  Government  of 
every  free  country,  requires  a  great  deal  of 
machinery  to  keep  it  in  motion.  Let  the  pub- 
lic functionaries  be  limited  to  those  objects 
which  must  be  attended  to.  Leave  the  Indian 
trade  to  individuals.  If  it  wants  regulations, 
let  those  regulations  be  made.  The  wisdom  of 
Congress  is  certainly  sufficient  for  this  purpose. 
I  never  knew  much  advantage  result  to  any 
Government  fi-om  becoming  traders,  speculat- 
ing in  funds,  or  even  holding  bank  stock.  In 
every  competition,  individual  interest  is  always 
too  sharp-sighted,  where  the  Government  is  a 
party. 

Still,  if  I  believed  this  trade  to  be  of  ad- 
vantage to  these  poor  Indians,  no  consideration 
of  loss,  on  our  part,  would  induce  me  to  with- 
draw it  from  them.  But  advantage  to  them, 
while  you  supply  so  small  a  part  of  then-  trade, 
is  out  of  the  question.  Open  a  trade,  under 
proper  regulations  and  restrictions,  and  the  In- 
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dians  will  be  better  supplied,  and  on  better 
terms.  Competition,  the  great  regulator  of  the 
trading  community,  will,  of  itself,  be  found  suf- 
ficient. 

As  to  the  detail  of  the  bill,  I  prefer  the  sec- 
tions reported  by  the  committee.  I  think  the 
factors  should  be  permitted  to  close  this  busi- 
ness, and,  to  prevent  loss,  a  reasonable  time 
should  be  allowed.  Either  plan,  however,  will 
answer  the  purpose.  It  is  satisfactory  to  find 
such  a  unanimity  of  sentiment  in  the  Senate  on 
the  propriety  of  withdrawing  these  establish- 
ments. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  over  until  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  March  27. 
Indian  Trade. 

The  Senate  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  abolish 
the  present  establishment  of  Indian  trade,  and 
to  provide  for  opening  that  trade  to  licensed 
individuals — the  amendments  offered  by  Mr. 
Benton  (going  principally  to  discontinue  the 
establishment  in  June,  1822,  instead  of  1823 ; 
to  take  the  settlement  of  its  affairs  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  present  officers,  and  to  confine  the 
present  bill  to  that  abolition  simply)  being  the 
question  still  pending. 

Mr.  KuGGLES  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply 
to  some  former  observations  of  Mr.  Benton, 
and  in  support  of  the  bill  as  reported  by  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Lanman  also  submitted  his  reasons  for 
preferring  the  bill  as  it  was,  to  the  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  Yan  Bttben  spoke  at  some  length  to 
show  that  the  objections  urged  against  the  ex- 
isting establishment  of  Indian  ti-ade,  applied 
more  to  the  organization  of  the  system  than  to 
the  system  itself ;  and  to  show  that,  if  it  were 
proper  to  abolish  it,  the  winding  up  of  its  con- 
cerns ought  to  be  confided  to  the  present  ofll- 
cers,  as  proposed  by  the  bill,  rather  than  to 
other  persons,  as  proposed  by  the  amend- 
ments, &o. 

Mr.  LowEiB  also  added  some  remarks  to  the 
same  effect. 

Mr.  Benton  replied  to  those  gentlemen  who 
had  adverted  to  his  remarks,  and  advocated,  at 
considerable  length,  not  only  the  course  he  had 
proposed  to  adopt  on  this  subject,  but  the  rea- 
sons and  facts  he  had  urged  in  its  support,  many 
of  which  he  repeated  and  enforced. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  replied  to  Mr. 
Benton  also  at  considerable  length,  and  sup- 
ported the  bill  against  the  objections  made 
to  it. 

Mr.  Van  Btjben  subjoined  some  further  re- 
marks against  the  amendments. 

Mr.  Maoon  spoke  against  any  system  of  Gov- 
ernment trade  with  the  Indians,  as  unprofitable 
to  the  nation,  inexpedient,  and  every  way  more 
objectionable  than  a  well-regulated  system  of 
licensed  private  trade — contending  that  the 
Government  could  not  attend  to  all  the  minuti^ 


of  Indian  trade,  and  at  the  same  time  all  the 
affairs  of  Europe,  and,  in  addition  to  these,  all 
the  affairs  of  South  America,  which  were  now 
taken  in  hand.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  had  no  objection  to 
discontinuing  the  factory  system,  though  it  had 
been  productive  of  mnch  good ;  but  he  wished 
at  the  same  time  to  substitute  some  other  more 
eligible,  such  as  the  bill  provided,  and  spoke 
against  the  amendment  for  this,  and  also  for  the 
reason  that  it  would  not  leave  time  enough  to 
wind  up  the  concerns  of  the  system,  if  directed 
to  be  done  by  June  next. 

Mr.  Benton,  then,  after  observing  that  some 
time  had  elapsed  since  the  amendment  was  first 
offered,  stated  that  he  would  modify  the  propo- 
sition by  adding,  after  the  first  of  June,  1822, 
the  words,  "  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  can  conve- 
niently be  done." 

The  bill  was  then  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Thuesdat,  March  28. 
Indian  Trade. 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  biU  to  abolish  the  establishment 
of  Indian  trade  and  to  provide  for  opening  that 
trade  to  private  individuals — the  amendments 
offered  thereto  by  Mr.  Benton  still  pending. 

Mr.  Smith  delivered  the  reasons,  at  consider- 
able length,  which  influenced  him  to  favor  the 
amendments  in  preference  to  the  original  hill. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  took  the  other 
side,  and  spoke  some  time  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Beown,  of  Ohio,  made  some  remarks  in 
favor  of  the  amendment ;  when 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Benton's 
amendments,  and  they  were  agreed  to — ayes 
17,  noes  11. 

Mr.  Benton  then  moved  to  recommit  the  biU, 
that  the  different  objects  which  it  embraces, 
viz :  the  abolition  of  the  present  system — the 
establishment  of  a  system  of  private  trade,  &c., 
might  be  reported  in  separate  biUs. 

After  a  good  deal  of  debate  on  the  subject, 
in  which  Messrs.  Otis,  Benton,  Talbot,  John- 
son, of  Louisiana,  Rtjggles,  Loweie,  and  Lan- 
man, took  part ;  and,  before  taking  any  ques- 
tion, the  Senate  adjourned. 


Feidat,  March  29. 
Indian  Trade. 

The  Senate  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  discontinue  the  Indian  trade 
system,  and  provide  for  opening  the  trade  to 
individuals  under  certain  regulations. 

Mr.  Benton  withdrew  the  motion  which  he 
made  yesterday  to  recommit  the  bill  with  cer- 
tain instructions ;  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  moved 
to  strike  out  all  those  sections  which  proposed 
to  establish  a  system  of  private  trade,  by  license, 
under  the  management  of  a  principal  Super- 
intendent to  reside  at  the  Seat  of  Government, 
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and  assistant  superintendent  to  reside  at  St. 
Louis,  in  Missouri.  The  effect  of  this  motion 
was  to  limit  the  present  hill  to  a  simple  aboli- 
tion and  settlement  of  the  concerns  of  the  pres- 
ent factory  system. 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  motion  with- 
out debate  or  objection,  and  carried;  and  the 
bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 


Monday,  April  1. 
Mmson  Rouge's  Glaim. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  permit  a  judicial  inves- 
tigation and  decision  of  the  claim  of  the  Mar- 
qnls  de  Maison  Eouge,  to  a  tract  of  land  in 
Louisiana,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  then, 
for  the  purpose  of  introducing  an  amendment, 
to  compel  the  District  Attorney  to  take  an  appeal 
to  the  Supreme  Court,  should  the  decision  be 
adverse  to  the  United  States,  Mr.  Eaton  moved 
to  recommit  the  bill. 

Mr.  Beown,  of  Louisiana,  opposed  the  motion, 
on  the  ground  that  the  amendment  was  un- 
necessary, inasmuch  as  the  District  Attorney 
would  certainly  deem  it  his  duty  to  prosecute 
an  appeal,  should  the  decision  be  in  favor  of  the 
complainant;  that  the  claim  was  one  of  too 
great  magnitude  and  of  too  much  importance 
to  presume  that  an  attorney  would  omit  to  ap- 
peal, and  that  the  Government  might  safely 
confide  in  that  officer  to  perform  Hs  duty  in 
that  respect  without  any  compulsory  provision 
in  this  bUl. 

After  some  further  conversation  on  the  sub- 
ject, the  motion  prevailed,  and  the  bUl  was  re- 
committed. 


Ttibsdat,  AprU  2. 
Olaim  of  Beaumwrehais. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Peesidbnt  of  the  Unitbd  States  : 
To  the  Senatt  of  the  United  Stales  : 

I  transmit  to  Congress  the  translation  of  two  let- 
ters from  the  Minister  of  France  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  relating  to  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Caron  de 
Beanmarchais  npon  this  Government,  with  the  docu* 
ments  therewith  enclosed,  recommending  them  to  the 
favorable  consideration  of  Congress. 

JAMES  MONROE, 
Washihqton,  March  29,  1822. 

Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  the  following  motibn 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate,  at  their 
next  session,  such  information  as  may  in  the  mean 
time  be  obtained,  showing  the  number  of  persons  of 
whole  or  part  Indian  blood,  detached  from  their 
tribes,  and  living  among  the  white  people  in  each  of 
the  States  of  Missouri,  Illinois,  and  Indiana,  and  the 
Territories  of  Arkansas  and  MicMgan ;  the  names  of 
the  heads  of  each  family,  and  the  number  of  their 
children,  and  whether  then-  father  or  mother,  and 
which,  is  of  whole  or  part  Indian  blood ;  the  names 
of  each  single  person  of  the  same  description  above 


the  age  of  twenty-one  years  ;  the  state  of  education 
among  them,  the  rehgion  which  they  profess,  and  the 
places  of  their  residence  ;  the  causes  which  have  in- 
duced them  to  quit  their  tribes  and  settle  among  the 
white  people ;  and  whether  they  have  received  dona- 
tions in  land  from  the  French  and  Spanish,  or  Ameri- 
can Governments,  and  if  any,  how  much,  from  what 
Government  received,  where  situated,  and  whether 
the  donee  now  possesses  it. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
he  requested  to  cause  the  said  information  to  he  col- 
lected from  the  United  States  Indian  agents,  and 
such  others  as  he  shah  think  proper,  by  causing  the 
appropriate  inquiries  to  he  addressed  to  them ;  and 
the  substance  of  their  information  to  be  digested  into 
a  report,  and  communicated  to  the  Senate. 

In  introducing  the  preceding  resolutions,  the 
mover,  Mr.  Bbnton,  stated  his  objects  to  lie  to 
obtain  correct  information  with  respect  to  the 
description  of  persons  therein  mentioned,  with 
a  view  of  making  some  provision  to  better  their 
.condition.  He  knew  of  many  persons  in  the 
States  and  Territories  of  the  description  men- 
tioned, some  of  whom  had  applied  to  him  to 
propose  a  law  to  give  them  lands,  as  had  been 
given  to  the  early  white  settlers  in  the  same 
countries.  He  had  delayed  acting  on  their  re- 
quest in  order  to  obtain  fuU  and  correct  infor- 
mation, to  make  it  the  basis  of  a  law  that  would 
operate  generally  in  behalf  of  all  such  persons 
now  residing  in  the  white  settlements,  and 
others  who  may  choose  to  do  the  like ;  con- 
formably to  the  idea  contained  in  the  Presi- 
dent's inaugural  address  of  the  fourth  of  March 
last. 

Maison  Rouge's  Claim. 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  author- 
izing a  judicial  trial  of  the  title  of  the  Marquis 
de  Maison  Eouge  to  a  tract  of  land ;  which  biU 
was,  at  its  third  reading,  yesterday,  recommit- 
ted to  a  committee  for  the  pm*pose  of  incorpo- 
rating certain  amendments. 

Some  debate  occurred  on  certain  amendments 
of  form  which  were  offered,  and,  after  adopting 
one  to  compel  the  United  States  attorney  to 
appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  in  case  the  deci- 
sion of  the  District  Court  be  in  favor  of  the 
claimant,  the  bDl  was  again  ordered  to  be  read 
a  third  time,  by  yeas  and  nays— 26  to  13,  as 
follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Brown  of  Louisiana,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards, Elliott,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Hohnes  of  Missis- 
sippi, Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Low- 
rie.  Mills,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pleasants,  Seymour, 
Stokes,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Van  Dyke,  Ware, 
and  Williams  of  Tennessee. 

Nats. Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Boardman,  Brown 

of  Ohio,  Chandler,  DWolf,  Dickerson,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Lanman,  Macon,  Buggies,  Van  Buren,  and 
Walker. 


Thttbsdat,  AprU  4. 
Bra/wbaek  on  Cordage. 
The  Senate  took  np,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  allow  a  drawback  on  the  ex- 
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Eort  of  cordage   manufactured  from  foreign 
emp. 

Mr.  D'WoLF  remarked,  that  he  did  not  oh- 
serve  the  chairman  of  the  committee  (Mi:  Diok- 
ebson)  who  reported  the  bill,  in  his  seat ;  he 
therefore  took  the  liberty  to  state  to  the  Senate, 
that  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures had  taken  the  subject-matter  of  the 
resolution,  proposing  a  drawback  on  articles 
manufactured  from  foreign  materials,  under 
consideration,  and  resolved  to  report  the  biU 
now  before  the  Senate,  proposing  a  drawback 
on  one  article  only — cordage  made  from  foreign 
hemp.  Mr.  D'W.  observed,  that  he  was  not  de- 
sirous of  making  speeches ;  and  having  commu- 
nicated his  views  upon  the  subject,  on  offering 
the  resolution,  if  there  were  no  objections  to 
the  bill,  he  hoped  it  would  pass,  and  if  there 
were,  he  should  wish  to  hear  them. 

Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Beown,  of 
Louisiana,  and  Holmes,  of  Maine,  made  some 
remarks,  questioning  the  policy  of  the  measure' 
as  it  regards  the  home  growth  of  hemp,  the 
revenue,  &o. 

Mr.  D'WoLF  then  rose  and  observed,  that  he 
considered  the  policy  of  the  measure  sound; 
that  his  opinion  was  in  unison  with  that  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  that  if  it  militated 
against  the  domestic  production  of  hemp,  he 
would  abandon  the  project.  But,  Mr.  D'W. 
said,  he  was  well  satisfied  it  would  not  have  that 
effect ;  that,  although  it  would  have  a  tendency 
to  encourage  the  importation  of  hemp,  it  would 
encourage  the  exportation  of  cordage  more, 
and  the  balance  of  encouragement  was  in  favor 
of  the  home  grower  of  hemp,  who  always 
wished  to  see  the  market  bare  of  the  article 
when  he  brought  forward  his  crop  for  sale.  He 
said  that  the  Government  depended  on  the  con- 
sumption of  imports  for  its  revenue ;  and  more 
than  this,  he  believed,  they  could  not  have. 
Congress,  said  he,  takes  special  care  to  retain 
the  duties  on  all  that  is  consumed,  as  well  by 
the  elements  (fire  and  flood)  as  by  the  people, 
which  he  took  leave  to  remark,  operated  rather 
imequally,  and  bore  hard  upon  the  importers, 
being  a  direct  tax  upon  them.  As  to  the  reve- 
nue being  injured  by  the  measure,  he  did  not 
believe  that  would  be  the  case  if  fairly  con- 
sidered— all  laws  were  liable  to  abuse ;  it  would 
not  do  to  say  that  Congress  should  not  legislate 
on  subjects  of  this  nature  for  that  reason.  The 
revenue  was  and  must  be  derived  from  the  in- 
dustry of  the  people,  be  it  in  what  shape  it 
may.  "We  have,  said  he,  Committees  of  "Ways 
and  Means,  but  I  have  never  known  them  to  do 
or  say  much  about  the  means ;  the  time  of  Con- 
gress being  consumed  upon  the  ways  of  collect- 
ing and  disposing  of  the  revenues,  and  the 
means  were  left  to  take  care  of  themselves. 
Mr.  CW.  considered  that  the  industry  of  the 
people  was  the  means,  and  that  any  measures 
which  went  to  encourage  their  industry,  must 
be  favorable  to  the  revenue ;  the  growers  of 
cotton  support  the  revenue,  because  they  furnish 
exports,  which  gave  the  means  to  produce  im- 


ports, and  from  imports  we  collect  our  revenue, 
as  does  every  branch  of  industry  which  adds 
to  the  Commonwealth  give  the  means  for  reve- 
nue. The  rope  maker,  who  adds  value  to  the 
imported  raw  material,  and  thus  makes  an  arti- 
cle of  export,  adds  to  our  means  of  revenue. 

He  wished,  he  said,  that  we  were  not  so  much 
in  the  habit  of  classing  our  industry.  He  be- 
lieved it  was  imported  policy  to  consider  the 
different  branches  of  our  industry  as  adverse 
interests.  He  wished  we  could  view  the  indus- 
try of  the  whole  country  as  one  interest.  _  He 
had  taken  much  pains  to  look  into  this  subject, 
and  it  had  not  been  in  his  power  to  find_  any 
branch  of  home  industry  which  would  be  liable 
to  suffer  by  the  measure  now  proposed.  He 
was  not  of  the  opinion  with  some  gentlemen, 
that  the  trade  of  the  country  is  flourishing;  it 
may  be  well  enough  to  say  so  to  foreign  nations, 
with  whom  we  have  commercial  dLiputes,  but 
he  did  not  believe  the  fact  to  be  so.  He  had 
looked  at  the  book  sent  to  Congress  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  showing  the  exports 
and  imports ;  he  found  included  in  our  exports 
the  amount  of  gold  and  silver  coin  sent  out  of 
the  country,  which  was  about  two  and  one-half 
millions ;  deduct  this  from  our  exports,  and  it 
leaves  them  about  the  same  as  tlie  imports. 
This  was  not  a  flourishing  state  of  trade ;  but 
if  it  was  a  true  state  of  it,  he  should  not  be 
much  alarmed.  He  was  not,  he  said,  a  gloomy 
man,  nor  very  desirous  to  show  the  worst  side 
of  a  bad  case,  but  he  had  always  thought  he 
was  not  adding  any  thing  to  his  own  estate,  un- 
less he  was  selling  more  of  the  produce  of  his 
own  industry  than  he  purchased  of  others.  He 
had  attempted  to  make  some  statement  for  his 
own  guide  in  this  business,  but  had  not  finished 
it ;  the  result,  so  far  as  he  had  gone,  led  him  to 
the  conclusion,  that  the  people  of  this  country 
are  indebted  to  Europe  more  than  one  hundred 
millions  of  dollars ;  the  items  of  debt  are  many. 
To  pay  the  interest  of  this  debt,  whether  it  be 
public  or  private,  it  must  take  a  part  of  our  ex- 
ports, say  five  millions  at  least ;  and  this,  if  paid, 
leaves  a  balance  against  us  of  that  sum,  which 
is  adding  to  the  aggregate  amount  of  our  debts 
abroad ;  and  any  gentleman  who  feels  disposed 
to  offset  this  item  against  the  freight  our  ships 
make  in  carrying  our  produce  to  market,  and 
profits  on  our  exports,  I  will  offer  him,  said  Mr. 
D'W.,  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  barrels  of 
flour  now  piled  up  in  the  ports  of  Europe,  and 
the  West  Indies,  sour  and  spoiled,  on  the  hands, 
and  on  account  of  the  shippers  in  this  country. 
As  for  profits  on  our  produce  exported,  he  be- 
lieved no  well-informed  merchant  would  pre- 
tend there  were  any ;  if  we  obtain  within  ten 
per  cent,  of  the  cost,  it  is  considered  doing 
pretty  well ;  it  is  on  the  return  cargoes  we  de- 
pend for  our  profits,  if  we  get  any. 

The  shipping  interest  and  trade  of  the  coun- 
try, Mr.  D'W.  thought  important  to  the  nation. 
Spanish  America,  said  he,  is  now  offering  a 
trade  to  the  world,  and  our  competitors,  the 
British,  are  eager  to  engross  it ;  we  have  not 
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the  manufactured  articles  with  which  to  supply 
that  country,  nor  the  manufactories  to  consume 
their  raw  materials ;  hut  we  have  ships,  seamen, 
and  enterprise,  and  some  capital,  (although  not 
so  much  as  Great  Britain,)  and  we  can  come  in 
for  a  share  of  this  trade,  if  the  Government 
will  grant  the  same  aid  to  enable  us  to  compete 
with  them.  England  allows  drawbacks  on 
cordage  to  amount  of  duties,  both  on  the  hemp 
and  tar ;  they  obtain  their  hemp  from  Kussia, 
the  same  country  which  supplies  us.  "We  have 
the  machinery  and  art  for  making  cordage,  in 
as  great  perfection  as  the  British,  or  any  other 
European  nation,  and  our  people  are  as  capable 
and  industrious ;  but  unless  we  get  the  draw- 
backs, we  must  give  up  that  branch  of  trade. 
The  measure  now  proposed  will  employ  some 
shipping  to  bring  the  hemp  for  making  cordage 
to  export,  and  as  far  as  this  goes,  creates  con- 
sumption of  the  article  in  our  own  country,  and 
of  course  directly  adds  to  the  revenue.  We 
shall  go  to  Europe  and  obtain  manufactures  for 
the  Spanish  American  markets,  and  carry 
thither  the  raw  materials  of  that  country,  to 
such  ports  as  may  admit  us ;  but  the  merchant 
who  finds  the  manufactured  articles  needed  in 
his  own  country,  and  a  market  at  home  for  his 
return  cargo,  must  have  great  advantages  over 
him  who  has  to  look  to  foreign  countries  for 
both.  Hence,  if  it  be  any  object  with  Govern- 
ment to  aid  commerce,  he  could  see  no  way  to 
do  it  better  than  by  this  measure,  as  far  as  it 
went.  Mr.  D'W.  asked  if  the  drawback  on  re- 
fined sugar  injured  the  market  for  the  grower 
of  the  raw  sugar  in  Louisiana?  He  thought 
he  must  be  answered  in  the  negative — and,  if  it 
did  not,  how  would  the  drawback  on  cordage 
injure  the  market  for  the  grower  of  hemp? 
The  imported  hemp  having  paid  the  duties,  is 
natm-alized,  is  domesticated,  and  made  harm- 
less ;  it  is  domestic  hemp,  making  one  common 
stock  with  the  home-grown  article ;  and  he 
contended  it  made  no  diflference  to  the  revenue 
whether  the  cordage  exported  and  obtaining  a 
drawback,  was  made  of  the  imported  or  the 
home-grown  hemp — ^he  said  it  made  no  differ- 
ence to  the  revenue ;  you  have,  said  he,  a  com- 
mon stock  of  the  imported  and  home  growth, 
and  if  it  be  more  than  the  consumption  of  your 
country,  you  may  as  well  allow  the  surplus  to 
be  exported  in  cordage,  by  giving  back  the  du- 
ties on  the  hemp,  so  far  as  it  has  any  effect  on 
your  revenues,  as  to  have  it  laying  over,  to  be 
in  the  way  of  your  new  importations,  and  your 
new  crop  of  home  growth.  He  did  not  advance 
these  ideas  in  regard  to  the  revenue,  as  an  argu- 
ment in  support  of  the  bill,  but  merely  to  satisfy 
those  gentlemen  who  feared  the  revenue  would 
be  injured  by  it.  When,  however,  said  he,  your 
home  growth  shall  be  equal,  or  exceed  your 
consumption,  and  you  find  the  drawback  on 
cordage  equal  to,  or  exceeding  the  duties  on  the 
imported  hemp,  then,  to  be  sure,  it  may  be  time 
to  think  of  refusing  or  reducing  the  drawback, 
unless  it  should  be  your  policy  to  consider  it  as 
a  bounty  on  the  home  grower  of  hemp,  and 


allow  it  for  that  purpose.  Hemp  is  an  article 
which  cannot  be  exported  in  its  raw  state,  there 
being  no  market,  uiiess  carried  back  to  Europe 
from  where  it  came. 

Mr.  D'W.  said  he  hoped  for  an  opportunity 
of  giving  some  further  views  on  the  bill,  should 
its  policy  be  further  questioned. 

Mr.  Taibot  contended  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  us  to  import  hemp  from  Eussia, 
manufacture  it  here,  and  then  compete  with 
Eussia  in  the  sale  of,  the  article  in  the  foreign 
market ;  that  this  bul  would  produce  no  good 
effect,  but  that,  if  it  should  have  any  practical 
operatinn,  it  would  he  one  detrimentsd  to  the 
revenue ;  that  at  present  Eussia  hemp  was  pre- 
ferred in  foreign  markets,  from  its  superior 
beauty,  &c.,  and,  instead  of  discouraging  the 
home  product,  it  ought  to  be  promoted,  and  the 
duty  on  foreign  hemp  increased.  He  concluded 
by  moving  to  postpone  the  bill  to  Thursday 
next,  to  wait  the  progress  of  a  biU  in  the  other 
House,  and  to  allow  time  for  examining  the 
present  proposition  with  some  attention. 

Mr.  MoREiLL  confessed  that,  if  he  believed 
the  effects  predicted  by  Mr.  D'Wolf  from  this 
measure  would  result  from  it,  he  would  readily 
vote  for  it ;  but  he  was  of  a  contrary  opinion, 
and  beUeved  that  it  would  discourage  the  pro- 
duction of  domestic  hemp,  and  therefore  be  in- 
jurious to  the  agricultural  interest,  &o. 

Mr.  Otis  made  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of  an 
earlier  consideration  of  this  bill  than  Thursday 
next ;  and  expressed  his  opinion  in  concurrence 
with  the  views  offered  in  its  favor  by  Mr. 
D'WoLF,  which  views  he  conceived  to  possess 
much  weight,  and  to  be  entitled  to  consider- 
ation. 

The  biU  was  then  postponed  to  Monday  next, 
the  motion  having  been  varied  to  that  day. 


Feiday,  April  5. 
Ship-bnildmg  amd  Navy  Yards — their  Coat  and 

Expenses,  and  personalUstablishment  of  Men, 

Officers,  and  Wbrhpeople. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motions  of  Mr.  Holmes  of  the  2d  instant,  for 
requesting  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
communicate  to  the  Senate  certain  information 
relative  to  the  Navy  of  the  United  States ;  and 
the  same  having  been  modified,  were  agreed  to, 
as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
he  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  the  ex- 
penses of  building  each  vessel  of  war  built  at  each 
navy  yard  or  other  place  in  the  United  States,  au- 
thorized by  the  act  of  the  2d  January,  1813,  and  the 
acts  supplementary  thereto ;  distinguishing,  in  each 
vessel  so  built,  the  expenses  of  timber,  iron,  copper, 
cordage,  hemp,  cloth,  and  other  materials ;  the 
amount  paid  to  agents  or  superintendents,  specifying 
their  names  ;  the  amount  paid  for  labor,  particular- 
izing the  sums  paid  to  carpenters,  mast  makers,  bout 
builders,  block  makers,  blacksmiths,  armorers,  caullc- 
ers,  gun-carriage  makers,  sawyers,  sail  makers,  and 
riggers,  and  other  laborers. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
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be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  the 
names,  number,  and  grade  of  the  officers,  and  the 
number  of  men,  belonging  to  the  Navy,  employed  in 
and  attached  to  each  navy  yard  and  each  naval  sta- 
tion in  the  United  States,  with  the  services  each  has 
performed,  and  the  compensation  each  has  received 
in  pay,  rations,  and  other  emoluments,  during  the 
two  last  years  ending  on  the  first  of  January  last, 
including  the  value  of  the  benefit  to  any  officers  for, 
the  use  or  improvement  of  any  public  property. 

Resolved,  That  the  information  required  by  the 
above  resolutions  be  furnished  to  the  Senate  at  the 
commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Relief  of  Lomd  Pvrchasera. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  supplementary 
to  the  act  of  last  session,  "  for  the  relief  of  the 
purchasers  of  public  lands,"  (to  extend  the 
time  to  September,  1822,  in  which  the  pur- 
chasers may  avail  themselves  of  the  provisions 
of  that  act.) 

Mr.  Thomas  explained  the  reasons  which  in- 
duced the  Land  Committee  to  report  this  biU, 
and  the  considerations  which  rendered  its  pas- 
sage reasonable  and  proper. 

Mr.  Chandler  offered  a  few  remarks  adverse 
to  the  policy  of  legislating  any  further  on  this 
subject. 

Messrs.  Beowit,  of  Ohio,  Johnson,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Baeton,  and  "Waxkee,  severally  advo- 
cated the  justice  and  expediency  of  this  bill, 
urging  the  shortness  of  the  time  allowed,  after 
the  passage  of  the  late  act,  for  the  purchasers 
to  make  the  necessary  application  to  the  land 
oflBoes,  the  injustice  of  excluding  a  great  portion 
of  them,  who  were  actually  unable  to  make  ap- 
plication in  time,  after  the  necessary  instruc- 
tions and  forms  reached  the  different  land 
offices,  in  preparing  and  forwarding  which 
much  of  the  time  allowed  by  the  act  was  con- 
sumed, and  leaving  very  little  for  a  compliance 
with  the  law,  by  those  for  whose  relief  it  was 
intended,  &c. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Knsra,  of  New  York,  who 
wished  gentlemen  to  have  time  to  compare  the 
provisions  of  this  bill  with  those  of  the  act  of 
last  session,  the  biU  was  postponed  to  Tuesday 
next. 


Monday,  April  8. 
Georgia  Claims. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Elliott,  sundry  authentic 
letters  between  the  Governors  of  Georgia  and 
the  War  Department,  with  others  from  various 
persons,  in  relation  to  Indian  depredations  on 
Georgia  in  the  years  1792, 1793,  and  1794,  com- 
municated by  the  Governor  of  Georgia  to  the 
Senators  from  that  State,  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 


TuESDAT,  April  9. 

Drauiback  on  Cordage. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

bill  to  allow  drawback  on  cordage  manufactured 

from  foreign  hemp,  and,  without  further  debate, 


the  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  and  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative — ^yeas  11,  nays  17. 
So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

■Wednebdat,  April  10. 
John  J.  a  OUfieU. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of 
John  J.  C.  Oldfield,  of  Baltimore.  [The  peti- 
tioner was  the  innocent  purchaser  of  two  drafts, 
issued  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  to 
the  Paymaster  General,  in  favor  of  two  widows 
for  pensions,  which  drafts,  it  was  afterwards 
found,  were  issued  on  the  authority  of  fraudu- 
lent certificates  and  papers,  forged  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  that  the  pretended  endorsement  of 
these  widows  on  the  drafts  were  forged.  Mr. 
Oldfield,  the  purchaser  of  these  drafts,  prays 
that  the  Government  will  pay  them.] 

Mr.  Eaton,  deeming  the  claim  on  the  Gov- 
ernment an  equitable  one,  moved  to  reverse  the 
report,  so  as  to  give  it  a  character  favorable  to 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner,  and  supported  his 
motion  with  a  number  of  remarks.  Messrs. 
Baeton  and  Van  Dyke,  (members  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,)  opposed  this  motion,  and 
spoke  to  show  that  there  was  no  obligation  on 
the  part  of  the  Government,  in  law  or  equity, 
to  allow  the  claim.  Mr.  Lloyd  argued  to  show 
that  the  claim  was  a  fair  one,  and  ought  to  be 
paid.  Mr.  Eaton  added  further  arguments  in 
favor  of  the  claim.  Messrs.  Lanman  and  Rod- 
net  replied  to  Mr.  E.,  and  advocated  the  other 
side  of  the  question.  After  some  further  de- 
bate, in  which  Messrs.  Lloyd,  D'Wolp,  Eaton, 
and  Van  Dyke,  took  part,  the  motion  to  re- 
verse the  report  was  negatived  without  a  di- 
vision, and  the  report  was  agreed  to. 

Eetdat,  April  12. 
Mr.  Stokes  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufaotares  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  giving  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  incorporate  a  company  entitled  the  Roa- 
noke Inlet  Company,"  and  for  other  purposea. 

Monday,  April  15. 
Georgia  Militia  Claims. 

Sir.  Elliott,  from  the  Military  Committee, 
made  the  following  report,  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed : 

The  Military  Committee,  to  -whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  instructing  them  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  for  the  final  settlement  of  tha 
militia  claims  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  for  services 
rendered  under  orders  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  during  the  years  1792,  1793,  and  1794,  re- 
port: 

That,  in  the  examination  of  this  subject,  sundry 
authentic  letters  and  other  documents  were  submit- 
ted to  their  inspection  ;  among  which,  the  following, 
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being  deemed  the  most  material,  are  here  so  arranged 
and  condensed  as  to  present  to  the  Senate,  with  the 
least  possible  detail,  the  merits  of  the  case,  viz  : 

A  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Georgia  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  dated  22d  of  May,  1792,  communi- 
cating to  the  department  official  information  of  the 
hostile  disposition  of  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians, 
as  manifested  in  the  murders  -which  they  had  just 
committed,  and  the  houses  they  had  destroyed  by 
fire.  After  stating  these  facts,  the  Governor  pro- 
ceeds: "When  you  maturely  deliberate  on  the 
present  position  of  the  federal  troops,  and  contem- 
plate the  orders  to  that  effect,  you  will  doubtless 
foresee  a  series  of  complicated  difficulties  that  may 
attend  the  army  in  the  event  of  general  hostilities. 
The  movement  of  the  army  ought  to  be  governed  by 
circumstances  ;  and,  whilst  it  is  to  remain  subject  to 
orders  issued  at  the  remote  distance  of  one  thousand 
miles,  I  cannot  help  feeling  for  the  situation  of  the 
defenceless  settlers  scattered  over  an  extensive  frontier 
of  at  least  three  hundred  mUes.  The  savage  depre- 
dations that  have  taken  place  for  near  three  years 
past  have  been  considerably  to  the  westward  of  the 
Eock  Landing,  from  which,  to  the  river  Ingalo,  there 
is  a  frontier  of  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  mUes 
exposed  to  Indian  ravages.  When  I  point  out  this 
as  a  defenceless  ground,  I  do  not  leave  out  of  view 
that  portion  of  the  frontier  from  the  river  St.  Mary's 
to  the  Kock  Landing ;  for,  sljould  a  pressure  take 
place  to  the  westward,  the  Indians  have  sufficient 
sagacity  to  retaliate  on  the  settlers  on  the  lower  fron- 
tiers. From  these  considerations,  additional  ex- 
ertions, towards  a  general  defence  will  be  indispen- 
sable. 

On  the  I5th  of  June,  1792,  Major  Richard  McCall, 
the  commandant  of  the  federal  troops  in  Georgia, 
thus  addressed  the  Governor  of  the  State  :  "  I  have 
just  returned  from  the  Big  or  High  Shoals  of  Oconee. 
On  my  way  up,  I  found  the  settlements  breaking. 
At  this  particular  crisis  the  settlers  neglecting  their 
crops  will,  of  course,  be  an  injury  to  the  frontiers.  I 
have,  therefore,  in  consequence  of  your  Excellency's 
permission,  called  into  service  some  militia.  The  re- 
ports of  Captains  Bamet  and  WUliam  Strong,  my  let- 
ter to  General  Clark,  and  my  instructions  to  the 
different  officers,  will  show  the  occasion  of  the 
measure." 

The  Governor  of  Georgia  was  informed  by  letter 
from  Andrew  Pickens,  dated  at  Hopewell,  12th  Sep- 
tember, 1792,  that  the  Cherokee  Indians,  instigated 
by  Spanish  agents,  had  manifested  an  unfriendly  dis- 
position, and  that  four  towns  had  actually  determined 
on  war ;  that  the  chiefs  of  the  Creek  nation  had  not 
returned  from  Pensacola,  but  were  soon  expected 
with  a  large  supply  of  ammunition,  at  which  time  it 
was  expected  a  general  war  would  commence  be- 
tween that  nation  and  the  United  States.  This  let- 
ter was  accompanied  with  one  from  Captain  E.  B. 
Roberts,  commanding  the  United  States  troops  at 
Fort  Matthews,  Big  Shoals  of  Oconee,  informing  the 
Governor  of  the  contents  of  a  letter  received  by  him 
from  Mr.  Shaw,  the  superintendent  of  the  Cherokee 
nation,  which  induced  him  to  look  for  a  predatory 
war,  if  nothing  more  serious.  "  The  weakness  of 
tins  post,"  continues  the  Captain,  "  although  it  is  my 
duty  to  defend  it  to  the  last,  is  such  as  to  render  its 
tenure  very  precarious ;  the  strength  of  it  only  twenty- 
four  privates !  The  frontiers  here  are  truly  deplora- 
ble. No  ammunition,  no  authority,  and  no  settled 
mode  adopted  by  Government  for  their  protection. 
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As  1  am  on  the  spot,  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  not 
imagine  I  presume  to  dictate ;  but  really,  sir,  if  the 
militia  are  not  called  out  immediately,  in  force,  this 
settlement  will  be  totally  broken  up,  and  dreadful 
consequences  will  ensue."  To  this  letter  the  Gov- 
ernor replied  on  the  18th  of  September,  1792,  "  that 
the  commandant  of  the  federal  forces  had  long  since 
been  served  with  a  provisional  arrangement  of  the 
militia,  by  which  it  will  appear  that  ample  provision 
has  been  made  by  the  Government  for  any  events 
that  have  as  yet  arisen ;  and,  ip  case  emergencies 
should  require  additional  aid,  to  the  one-third  of 
the  militia,  under  oiflers  agreeably  to  the  aforesaid 
arrangement,  there  shall  be  no  delay  on  my  part  in 
affording  every  support  that  the  situation  of  the  State 
will  admit."  In  copfirmation  of  this  statement, 
copies  of  general  orders  of  the  years  1790  and  1792 
are  found  among  the  papers  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee for  examination.  By  these,  the  militia  of  the 
State  are  classed,  and  held  ready  for  active  operations 
whenever  their  services  should  be  requu-ed. 

On  the  27th  of  October,  1792,  the  Governor  of 
Georgia  was  informed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the 
determination  of  iive  towns  of  the  Cherokees,  consist- 
ing of  from  three  to  five  hundred  warriors,  and  aided 
by  the  Upper  Creeks,  to  commence  hostilities  against 
the  United  States.  "  But,"  adds  the  Secretary,  "  as 
Congress  is  on  the  eve  of  thek  session,  this  informa- 
tion will  be  communicated  to  them.  The  constitu- 
tion having  invested  that  body  with  the  powers  of 
war,  no  offensive  operations  can  be  taken  until  they 
shall  be  pleased  to  authorize  the  same.  At  present, 
the  information  does  not  warrant  the  conclusion  that 
more  of  the  Cherokees  than  five  towns,  and  the 
Creeks  before  mentioned,  are  for  hostilities;  but 
when  the  flames  of  war  are  lighted  up,  it  will  be  dif- 
ficult effectually  to  restrain  them  within  narrow  limits. 
If  the  information  which  you  may  receive  shall  sub- 
stantiate clearly  any  hostile  designs  of  the  Creeks 
against  the  frontiers  of  Georgia,  you  will  be  pleased 
to  take  the  most  effectual  measures  for  the  defence 
thereof  as  maybe  in  your  power,  and  which  the  occa- 
sion may  require."  On  the  18th  of  November,  1792, 
the  Governor  was  informed  by  Major  Henry  Gaither, 
of  the  federal  troops,  that,  believing  it  to  be  neces- 
sary, in  consequence  of  his  permission  to  do  so,  he 
had  called  into  service  two  additional  troops,  one 
from  Wilkes  county,  and  the  other  from  the  county 
of  Elbert. 

In  a  letter  of  the  29th  of  April,  1793,  the  Secretary 
of  War  was  thus  addressed  by  the  Governor  of  Geor- 
gia: "From  depositions  of  Benjamin  Harrison  and 
Francis  Pugh,  and  from  the  information  of  Joseph 
Dabb,  there  is  little  expectation  of  avoiding  a  general 
war  with  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians.  Blood 
has  been  spilt  in  every  direction  on  the  extended 
frontier  of  this  State,  and  one  man  killed  in  South 
Carolina."  After  stating  the  plans  he  had  adopted  for 
temporary  defence,  he  adds :  "  I  shall  foUow  this 
plan  of  operation  until  measures  be  taken  by  the 
President  for  the  better  protection  of  the  unfortunate 
settlers  on  this  exposed  frontier.  If  I  fimd  the  pres- 
sure become  great,  the  opposition  must  keep  pace 
with  the  several  emergencies." 

On  the  8th  of  May,  1793,  his  Excellency  again 
wrote  the  Secretary  of  War  that,  "  such  was  the 
havoc  and  carnage  making  by  the  savages  in  every 
direction  on  our  frontiers,  retahation  by  open  war 
became  the  only  resort ;  that  the  horrid  barbarities 
recently  committed  (some  recitals  of  which  were  en- 
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closed)  had  compelled  Mm  to  cause  the  additional  aid 
of  six  troops  of  liorse  to  be  drawn  into  the  service." 
On  the  30th  of  May,  1793,  the  Secretary  pf  War  ac- 
knowledged the  receipt  of  the  several  letters  which 
had  been  addressed  by  the  Governor  to  that  Depart- 
ment, and  adds,  "  that,  from  considerations  of  policy, 
at  this  critical  period,  relative  to  foreign  powers,  and 
the  pending  treaty  with  the  Northern  Indians,  it  is 
deemed  advisable  to  avoid  for  the  present  offensive 
expeditions  into  the  Creek  country;  hut,  from  the 
circumstances  of  the  late  depredations  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  Georgia,  it  is  thought  expedient  to  increase 
the  force  in  that  quarter  for  defensive  purposes.  The 
President,  therefore,  authorizes  your  Excellency  to 
call  into,  and  keep  in  service,  in  addition  to  the  regu- 
lar force  stationed  in  Georgia,  one  hundred  horse  and 
one  hundred  militia  foot,  to  be  employed,  under  the 
orders  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gaither,  in  repelling  in- 
roads, as  circumstances  may  require."  After  direct- 
ing the  manner  of  forming  and  employing  this  force, 
the  Secretary  concludes  thus:  "  The  case  of  a  seri- 
ous invasion  of  Georgia  by  large  bodies  of  Indians 
must  be  referred  to  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  ; 
but  the  proceeding  with  efficacy  in  future  (the  ne- 
cessity of  which  appears  but  too  probable)  requires 
absolutely  that  no  unnecessary  expense  shall  be  in- 
curred in  the  mean  time."  In  reply  to  the  Governor's 
letter  of  May  8th,  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  10th 
of  June,  says :  "  The  State  of  Georgia  being  invaded, 
or  in  imminent  danger  thereof,  the  measures  taken 
by  your  Excellency  may  be  considered  as  indispensa- 
ble. You  are  the  judge  of  the  degree  of  danger,  and 
of  its  duration,  and  will  undoubtedly  proportion  the 
defence  to  the  exigencies.  The  President,  however, 
expresses  his  confidence,  that,  as  soon  as  the  danger 
which  has  induced  you  to  call  out  so  large  a  body  of 
troops  shall  have  subsided,  you  will  reduce  the  troops 
to  the  existing  state  of  things,  provided  the  safety  of 
the  frontiers  will  admit  the  measure."  After  speak- 
ing of  some  military  supplies  that  had  been  forwarded, 
he  thus  concludes :  "  As  a  general  and  open  Creek 
war,  in  the  present  crisis  of  European  affairs,  would 
be  complicated  and  of  great  magnitude,  the  Presi- 
dent is  anxiously  desirous  of  avoiding  such  an  event." 
'  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  the  Governor  of 
South  Carolina,  in  case  circumstances  should  require 
you  to  call  for  aid  from  that  State." 

The  language  of  this  letter  to  the  Governor  of 
South  Carolina  is  strongly  expressive  of  the  Pres- 
ident's apprehensions  of  a  state  of  serious  hostilities 
with  the  Indians.  The  Secretary  says  to  the  Gov- 
ernor :  "  The  President  of  the  United  States  has  re- 
ceived authentic  information  from  Georgia  of  the 
tmprovoked  and  cruel  outrages  of  parties  of  Creeks 
upon  the  frontiers  of  that  State  ;  and,  as  it  is  at  pres- 
ent uncertain  to  what  degree  the  evils  complained  of 
may  be  extended,  the  President  has  directed  me  to 
request  your  Excellency  that,  in  case  the  frontiers  of 
Georgia  should  be  seriously  invaded  by  large  bodies 
of  hostUe  Indians,  you  would,  upon  the  request  of 
the  Governor  of  said  State,  direct  such  parties  of  _the 
militia  of  South  Carolina  to  march  to  the  assistance 
of  Georgia  as  the  case  may  require ;  for  the  expenses 
of  which  the  United  States  will  be  responsible." 

On  the  19th  of  July,  Captain  Constant  Freeman 
was  sent  into  Georgia,  as  agent  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, to  regulate  the  issues  of  public  property  to  the 
troops  who  might  be  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  prevent  or  remedy  any  abuses  which 
Having,  immediately  on  his  arrival,  entered 


on  the  duties  of  his  appointment,  on  the  17th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1793,  he  directed  Major  Gaither  to  attend  to 
the  instructions  which  he  had  communicated  to 
him  from  the  War  Department,  in  relation  to  the 
monthly  muster  and  inspection  of  the  militia  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  promising  to  aid  the 
person  he  should  appoint  with  the  necessary  instruc- 
tions. 

On  the  19th  of  February,  1794,  his  Excellency 
George  Matthews,  who  had  succeeded  Mr.  Telfair  in 
the  Government  of  Geor^a,  having  in  person  exam- 
ined the  exposed  parts  of  the  State,  offered  a  plan  for 
its  defence  to  the  War  Department.  He  protests 
against  the  orders  which  forbid  the  militia  from  pur- 
suing the  Indians,  whose  tracks  were  stained  with  the 
blood  of  those  they  had  just  murdered,  over  a  tempo- 
rary and  artificial  line,  as  calculated  to  encourage  the 
Indians,  and  to  deprive  the  citizens  of  the  State  of 
the  opportunity  of  reprisal,  enjoyed  by  all  nations 
under  such  circumstances.  This  letter  is  concluded 
with  the  following  remarks  :  "  I  have  now  to  request 
that  some  person  may  be  appointed  to  muster  the 
militia  that  now  are  or  have  been  in  service,  as  I  pre- 
sume Captain  Freeman  has  informed  you  of  Major 
Gaither's  having  refused  to  make  the  appointment 
I  can,  sir,  vrith  great  sincerity  assure  you  that,  in  the 
defence  I  may  require  for  this  State,  I  have  not  a 
wish  to  make  the  expense  one  shilling  more  than  is 
requisite;  and  when  yon  reflect  that  we  possess  a 
frontier  of  more  than  four  hundred  miles,  exposed  to 
numerous  tribes  of  hostile  Indians,  I  flatter  myself  the 
plan  I  now  submit  will  not  be  deemed  extravagant. 
I  have  to  request,  if  the  arsenals  or  military  stores  of 
the  United  States  will  admit  of  it,  that  you  send  for- 
ward equipments  for  three  or  four  hundred  horse.  I 
trust  the  President  vrill  not  think  this  unreasonable, 
when  it  is  taken  into  view  that  this  State  forms  an 
extensive  barrier,  or  rather  picket,  to  the  United 
States." 

In  letters  of  the  25th  of  March  and  14th  of  May, 
1794,  the  Secretary  of  War  acknowledges  the  receipt 
of  Governor  Matthews'  letter ;  assents  to  the  proprie- 
ty of  his  plans,  generally,  for  defence  of  the  State ; 
and  sanctions  particularly  the  erection  of  block- 
houses throughout  the  whole  line  of  exposure,  at  the 
distance  of  twenty-five  miles  apart.  On  the  subject 
of  the  pay  of  the  militia  theretofore  employed,  the 
Secretary  observes  :  "  As  to  the  number  of  militia 
kept  up  by  your  predecessor  during  the  last  year,  i^) 
returns  or  muster-rolls  have  been  received — of  course 
no  judgment  can  be  formed  of  their  amount ;  some 
reports  have  made  the  number  before  mentioned  to 
you.  When  the  returns  and  musters  shall  be  received, 
the  question  will  be  impartially  considered  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  whether,  under  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  he  can  consider  himself  as 
authorized  to  pay  them'.  If  he  cannot,  (which  is 
most  probable,)  the  question  wiU  he  submitted  to 
Congress."  In  relation  to  the  muster  and  pay-rolls, 
the  agent  of  the  War  Department,  Captain  Freeman, 
thus  addressed  the  Governor  of  Georgia  on  the  28th 
of  April,  1794 :  "I  am  very  happy  that  your  Ex- 
cellency has  ordered  the  muster  and  pay-rolls  for  the 
militia  to  be  prepared  and  forwarded ;  and  that  we  so 
perfectly  coincide  respecting  the  nature  of  the  service 
which  has  been  performed.  I  make  no  doubt  but 
that  all  obstacles  will  be  removed  as  soon  as  the  for- 
mer accounts  of  the  militia  can  be  laid  before  Con- 
gress, and  that  in  future  regularily  and  order  wiU  be 
introduced." 
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On  the  subject  of  those  claims,  Captain  Freeman, 
in  a  report  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  made  the  25th 
of  October,  1802,  after  stating  what  muster  and  pay- 
rolls he  had  forwarded  to  the  War  Department,  and 
particularly  noticing  those  for  the  service  termed 
unavthorized,  remarks :  "  When  the  Accountant  re- 
ceived the  first  estimates,  he  required  explanations 
relative  to  these  claims,  and  afterwards  a  certificate 
from  the  Governor  that  the  militia  had  been  called 
into  service  for  the  defensive  protection  of  the  fron- 
tiers. This  requisition  I  transmitted  to  his  Excel- 
lency, who  made  a  statement  of  the  militia  services. 
I  transmitted  it  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  from  whom 
I  received  a  letter  which  encouraged  the  hope  that 
those  claims  would  be  admitted  and  paid ;  and  other 
letters  afterwards  received  from  the  Accountant  con- 
firmed this  belief.  However,  from  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  the  Government  at  that  time,  the  at- 
tention of  the  Secretary  of  War  was  wholly  occupied 
upon  other  objects,  and  he  left  the  Department  before 
any  decision  took  place.  It  is  proper  to  observe,  the 
citizens  of  Georgia  never  thought  the  force  authorized 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  adequate  to  the 
protection  of  the  frontiers." 

From  the  foregoing  exposition  of  the  papers  sub- 
mitted to  the  examination  of  the  committee,  and  the 
contents  of  others  yet  to  be  noticed,  the  following 
facts  seem  to  be  established :  That  during  the  years 
1792,  1793,  and  1794,  the  State  of  Georgia  was  al- 
most constantly  in  a  state  of  serious  alarm  and  dan- 
ger from  Indian  hostilities,  against  which  she  was  not 
permitted  to  defend  herself,  as  was  her  obvious  policy, 
by  carrying  the  war  into  the  enemy's  country,  and 
by  burning  and  destroying  their  villages  and  crops, 
to  relieve  her  citizens  from  the  painful  necessity  of 
being  for  years  in  arms  upon  her  frontiers.  That 
Georgia  was  not  permitted  to  pursue  tbis  course,  be- 
cause it  was  the  duty  and  one  of  the  attributes  of  the 
Federal  Government  "to  provide  for  the  common 
defence  ;"  and  its  policy  in  this  instance,  having  a  due 
regard  to  the  safety  of  other  parts  of  the  Union,  and 
the  success  of  pending  negotiations  with  other  Indian 
tribes,  forbade  war  with  the  Creek  and  Cherokee 
Indians.  That  the  President  became  at  length  se- 
riously convinced  of  the  dangerons  situation  of  the 
State,  and,  not  having  Federal  troops  at  his  disposal, 
did  on  the  27th  of  October,  1792,  invest  the  Governor 
of  Georgia  with  discretionary  powers  in  relation  to 
the  force  to  be  employed  for  the  safety  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, but  confined  his  operations  strictly  to  defensive 
measures.  That  the  Governor  continued  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  this  discretionary  power  until  the  30th  May, 
■when  it  was  suspended  by  a  letter  of  that  date  from 
the  Secretary  of  War ;  but  from  the  increasing  pres^ 
sure  upon  every  part  of  the  frontier,  the  power  to  act 
discretionary  was  ftgain  restored  in  the  broadest  terms 
in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  10th  of 
June,  wherein  he  says :  "  The  State  of  Georgia  being 
invaded,  or  in  imminent  danger  thereof,  the  measures 
taken  by  your  Excellenoy  may  be  considered  as  indis- 
pensable. You  are  the  judge  of  the  degree  of  danger, 
and  of  its  duration,  and  will  undoubtedly  proportion 
the  defence  to  the  exigencies."  So  ample  was  this 
power  thus  given  for  defensive  purposes,  that  in  its 
exercise  the  Governor  of  Georgia  was  not  restricted 
to  the  use  of  the  means  within  the  State,  but  was  in- 
formed that  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina  had  been 
required,  should  he  request  it,  to  order  a  detachment 
of  the  militia  of  that  State  to  his  assistance.  That, 
under  this  authority,  the  Governor  of  Georgia  did  call 


out  and  place  under  the  command  of  the  Federal 
officers  in  that  State,  large  bodies  of  militia,  who 
were  employed  along  a  frontier  of  nearly  four  hun- 
dred miles  for  defensive  purposes,  during  the  periods 
to  which  this  inquiry  was  directed.  The  services  of 
which  troops  are  acknowledged,  and  the  estimates  of 
the  pay  claimed  by  them,  amounting  to  $129,375  66, 
are  found  in  the  documents  examined  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  in  relation  to  which  the  then  Secretary 
of  War,  Mr.  Pickering,  wrote  the  agent  of  the  War 
Department  in  Georgia  in  August,  1795:  "The  large 
estimate  for  service^  about  which  my  predecessor 
doubted,  I  have  looked  into,  and  will  immediately 
iurther  examuie.  From  the  complexion  of  these 
claims,  connected  with  the  Governor's  certificate, 
which  I  received  enclosed  in  your  letter  of  the  23d 
of  June,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  they  must  be 
generally  admitted." 

And,  again,  in  a  communication  to  the  Governor 
in  September  following,  the  Secretary  of  War  assures 
him  that  "  money  for  paying  the  Georgia  militia  is 
preparing  to  be  forwarded.  No  delay  will  take  place 
that  is  avoidable.  The  post  is  on  the  point  of  start- 
ing.    I  shall  write  you  particularly  by  the  next." 

That  the  President  did  intend  to  intrust  the  defence 
of  the  State  of  Georgia  to  the  discretion  of  the  Gov- 
ernor IS  apparent  from  his  requiring,  as  necessary  to 
a  decision  on  these  claims,  his  Excellency's  certificate 
that  the  troops  were  called  into  service  by  him,  and 
employed  for  defensive  purposes.  That  they  were  not, 
therefore,  admitted  and  paid  by  the  Administration 
under  which  they  were  authorized,  can  be  accounted 
for  only  upon  the  grounds  suggested  by  the  agent  of 
the  War  Department,  that,  "from  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  the  Government  at  that  time,  the  at- 
tention of  the  Secretary  of  War  was  wholly  occupied 
upon  other  objects,  and  he  left  the  Department  before 
and  decision"  could  be  made. 

Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  your  committee  are 
of  opinion  that  the  defence  of  Georgia  was  a  neces- 
sary measure  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government, 
but  became  expensive  and  protracted  from  the  pecu- 
liar situation  of  the  United  States,  which  did  not  per- 
mit an  invasion  of  the  Indian  territory;  that  the 
forces  employed  by  the  Governor  in  defensive  opera- 
tions under  the  authority  of  the  President,  did  not  ex- 
ceed the  exigencies  of  a  frontier  of  nearly  four  hun- 
dred miles,  constantly  exposed  to  the  incursions  of 
treacherous  enemies  inhabiting  the  adjacent  territory, 
and  whose  security  from  pursuit  enabled  them  to 
concert  in  safety  upon  the  very  confines  of  the  State, 
their  plans  of  robbery  and  murder ;  and,  consequently, 
the  expenses  of  this  defence  are  justly  chargeable 
agaiast  the  United  States.  They,  therefore,  recom- 
mend the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Military  Committee  be  instruct- 
ed to  report  a  bill  appropriating  $120,375  66  in  fall 
discharge  of  the  militia  claims  of  Georgia. 


Feidat,  April  19. 
General  Appropriation  Bill — Stoppage  of  Pay 

to  such   Officers  as  may  le  Indebted,  to  the 

Unitei  States. 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  appro 
priation  bill  for  the  civil  list ;  the  question  being 
on  the  amendment  proposing  to  extend  to  the 
military  appropriation  bill  heretofore  passed,  the 
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provision  prohibiting  the  payment  of  the  salaiy 
of  any  person  while  he  shall  appear  to  he  in  ar- 
rears to  the  United  States.  The  amendment 
to  the  provision  was  adopted  without  a  di- 
vision. 

Mr.  Eaton  thought  the  proviso  in  the  hill  al- 
together inexpedient,  and  would  prefer  to  strike 
it  out ;  but  believing  that  would  not  he  acceded 
to,  he  should  make  no  such  attempt,  but  be 
satisfied  with  an  endeavor  to  qualify  it.  As  it 
stood,  it  amounted  to  a  declaration  that  there 
was  no  honesty  amongst  the  public  officers  of 
this  Government — a  charge  he  was  unwilling 
to  make,  for  the  reason  that  he  did  not  think  it 
was  deserved.  The  provision,  in  its  operation, 
would,  he  thought,  produce  much  injury ;  offi- 
cers of  the  Army  and  Navy  on  distant  service, 
might  not  be  able  to  settle  their  accounts  within 
the  period  limited  by  law,  the  adduction  of 
vouchers  could  alone  remove  the  debit  resting 
against  them;  and,  until  this  was  done,  their 
salary  or  pay  could  not  be  received  by  their 
families.  He  said  the  black  book,  as  it  was 
usually  called,  was  a  very  sufficient  argument 
against  the  provision  as  it  stood.  Last  year  the 
balances  reported  amounted  to  15  millions  of 
dollars ;  and,  although  during  the  last  year  10 
millions  of  this  had  been  settled,  there  had  been 
paid  the  inconsiderable  sum  of  $80,000.  Under 
the  operation  of  this  bill,  none  of  those  charged 
as  defaulters  could  have  received  any  salary 
due  them,  although  upon  a  settlement  scarcely 
any  thing  was  found  to  be  due.  He  therefore 
moved  to  amend  the  provisions  so  as  to  apply 
to  arrears  which  shall  "arise  under  any  judg- 
ment had  against  the  party ;  or  where  the 
balance  is  ascertained  to  be  justly  and  equi- 
tably due." 

A  debate  ensued  on  this  and  other  amend- 
ments, which  continued  about  three  hours,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  very  brief  view : 

Mr.  Lloyd  did  not  approve  of  this  provision, 
because  he  suspected  the  honesty  of  any  officer 
of  the  Government,  or  because  he  had  any  con- 
fidence that  the  statement  of  the  list  of  balances 
implied  that  the  persons  there  named  were  de- 
faulters— ^he  knew  its  fallacy  too  well  to  believe 
that  to  be  the  case ;  but  he  supported  this  pro- 
vision on  the  broad  principle,  that  every  man 
indebted  to  the  people  ought  to  discharge  that 
debt  before  he  receives  any  more  of  the  peo- 
ple's money  for  his  services ;  and  he  argued  at 
some  length  to  enforce  the  correctness  of  the 
principle,  and  the  expediency  of  carrying  it  Into 
operation.  He  would,  however,  be  wUling  to 
modify  the  provision ;  and  read  an  amendment 
which  he  intended  to  offer. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  was  utterly  opposed 
to  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Eaton,  as  it 
would  do  away  the  value  and  utility  of  the  pro- 
vision, and  establish  an  odious  discrimination 
amongst  the  public  debtors.  It  would  give  to 
those  who  keep  back  from  a  settlement  of  their 
accounts  a  preference  over  those  who  come  for- 
ward and  settle  promptly,  because  those  who 
settled  and  were  found  indebted  would  be  sub- 


ject to  its  operation,  whUe  those  who  avoided 
settlement  would  be  exempted  from  the  provi- 
sion. He  knew  there  was  the  power  of  coercion 
by  suit,  but  it  had  not  heretofore  been  effectual, 
either  from  the  neglect  of  those  who  ought  to 
prosecute,  or  the  address  of  debtors  in  warding 
it  off.  This  amendment,  he  said,  would  more- 
over give  an  improper  power  of  discrimination 
to  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Government, 
&c.  He  was  therefore  in  favor  of  the  rigid  en- 
forcement of  the  provision ;  but  the  committee 
had  this  morning  agreed  to  propose  an  amend- 
ment, which  would  go  to  embrace  those  only 
who  should  have  been  in  arrear  one  year ;  and  he 
spoke  to  show  that  this  would  be  a  sufficient  re- 
laxation of  the  principle.  He  would  withhold 
not  a  dollar  from  any  officer,  which  they  had  a 
right  to ;  but,  while  they  were  indebted  to  the 
public,  every  doUar  due  to  them  should  go  to  the 
payment  of  that  debt.  As  related  to  members 
of  Congress,  there  was  no  danger  that  the  peo- 
ple would  elect  men  who  were  indebted  to  the 
public  and  could  not  or  would  not  settle — ^they 
would  never  elect  defaulters. 

Mr.  Van  Bueen  thought  that  the  principle 
and  object  of  the  provision  were  correct;  but 
its  application  to  the  extent  proposed  by  Mr. 
Holmes  would  be  carrying  it  too  far — ^thls  was 
the  danger  in  the  adoption  of  all  new  principles. 
The  adoption  of  this  provision  to  the  extent  it 
came  from  the  other  House,  would  be  an  in- 
stance in  which,  in  the  attempt  to  do  right, 
they  would  fall  into  the  error  of  doing  wrong : 
it  would  be  acting  on  the  incorrect  presumption 
that  the  Government  was  always  right,  and  the 
individuals  always  wrong,  in  their  statements. 
He  cited  cases  in  which  men  were  apparently 
indebted  to  the  Government,  yet  who  owed 
nothing  justly — amongst  the  examples  was  that 
in  which  officers  received  during  the  war  Treas- 
ury notes  at  par — they  were  compelled  to  re- 
ceive them  at  par — and  were  obliged  to  dis- 
burse them  at  a  loss,  and  thus  became  losers 
and  apparent  debtors ;  they  had  an  equitable 
claim  on  the  Government  for  the  difference,  but 
the  accounting  officers  could  not  allow  it,  and 
the  disbursing  officers  of  course  continued  to 
appear,  and  were  reported  debtors  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. He  asked  if  men  standing  in  this 
predicament,  gallant  and  heroic  men,  who  had 
sustained  the  honor  of  their  country  in  the  hour 
of  danger,  should  be  kept  out  of  their  just  dues 
for  such  a  reason?  He  argued  at  some  lengfli 
to  show  that,  for  these  and  other  reasons,  the 
provision  ought  to  be  modified  at  least,  if  not 
expunged  altogether,  and  spoke  to  show  that 
the  amendment  suggested  by  Mr.  Holmes  would 
not  remove  the  unjust  and  oppressive  operation 
of  the  provision.  He  would  prefer  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Lloyd,  but  even  then  it  would  be  a 
harsh  and  often  an  unjust  provision;  arguing 
that  the  whole  would  be  retroactive,  so  far  as 
it  applied  to  those  who  had  made  contracts  on 
the  public  faith,  and  would  have  all  the  odious 
character  of  an  ex  post  facto  law ;  would  be 
ruinous,  &o. 
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Mr.  Smith  avowed  himself  ia  favor  of  the 
clause  as  it  came  from  the  House  of  Eepresenta- 
tives — and,  if  it  were  to  be  modified,  he  would 
take  only  that  modification  which  was  suggested 
by  Mr.  Hoimes.  The  clause  had  in  view  simply 
to  compel  those  who  owed  the  public  to  pay 
their  debts,  and  this  was  called  an  expost  facto 
law.  He  exhibited  to  the  Senate,  for  he  could 
not  undertake  to  read  them,  the  voluminous 
lists  of  those  who  had  been  reported  public 
debtors  of  more  than  three  years'  standing,  to 
show  the  necessity  of  this  provision.  He  re- 
plied to,  and  rebutted,  in  detail,  the  arguments  of 
those  gentlemen  who  had  opposed  the  provision. 
He  was  not  apprehensive  that  it  would  apply  to 
members  of  Congress — he  knew  not  of  any  to 
■whom  it  would  apply ;  but,  if  it  did,  it  would 
be  right  and  just :  he  deemed  it  in  the  highest 
degree  reprehensible  for  any  man  intrusted  with 
the  public  money  to  lay  his  hands  on  it ;  and 
such  a  man  ought  to  be  excluded  from  the  pub- 
lic confidence. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  did  not  view  the 
large  books  exhibited  by  Mr.  Smith  to  the  Sen- 
ate, in  the  same  light  as  that  gentleman ;  he 
felt  for  those  volumes  no  respect  or  veneration, 
for  he  considered  them  as  no  more  than  official 
slander.  He  cited  a  case,  with  which  he  was 
personally  acquainted,  in  which  one  gentleman, 
who  lost  his  life  in  the  service  of  his  country, 
had  been  represented  as  a  delinquent  to  the 
amount  of  $36,000,  which  account,  on  an  ex- 
amination, had  been  pared  down  to  $2,500,  to 
show  how  fallacious  the  official  lists  of  balances 
were.  Many  appeared  defaulters  because  they 
lost  their  vouchers  in  the  chances  of  war ;  some 
of  his  friends  thus  appeared,  whose  vouchers 
were  sunk  in  the  waves  of  Lake  Erie,  when  the 
holders  were  more  intent  on  meeting  the  enemy 
than  in  preserving  papers.  He  referred  to  other 
cases  in  which  men  would  be  thrown  under  the 
operation  of  the  provision,  by  having  become 
the  securities  of  disbursing  officers;  and  was 
opposed  to  any  measure  which  would  embrace 
in  one  sweep  the  swindler  and  the  honest  man. 
He  argued,  also,  that  the  law  was  already  am- 
ple; because  new  appointments  must  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate,  and  those  now  in  office 
were  at  the  wUl  of  the  President,  and  could  now 
be  dismissed  where  they  were  delinquent.  The 
Government  had,  moreover,  the  power  of  bring- 
ing suit,  and  could  even  take  the  body,  and  im- 
prison the  debtor  at  pleasure,  when  the  pound 
of  flesh  must  be  exacted ;  and  he  concluded  by 
declaring  he  thought  it  the  most  exceptionable 
principle  that  was  ever  ingrafted  in  the  laws, 
because  it  would  operate  retrospectively,  and 
of  course  on  those  who  had  fought  the  battles 
of  the  country. 

Mr.  LowEiE  said  the  simple  principle  of  this 
provision  was,  that  no  money  ought  to  be  paid 
by  the  Government  to  a  man  who  is  indebted 
to  the  Government.  If  this  principle  were  put 
to  any  farmer  in  the  country,  he  would  ap- 
prove it :  it  was  also  conformable  to  the  rules 
•     of  the  Senate  in  the  case  of  appointment ;  when 


persons  were  nominated  to  office,  they  were  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  to  ascertain  if  they  had 
settled  up  their  public  accounts.  But  it  was 
argued  there  were  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the 
adoption  of  this  principle;  and  these  difficul- 
ties, Mr.  L.  argued  to  show,  were  not  substantiaL 
As  to  the  list  of  balances,  he  drew  no  argument 
from  that  in  favor  of  this  provision;  for  he 
knew  the  nature  of  that  list  too  well,  and 
doubted  the  expediency  even  of  printing  it, 
while  the  accounts  were  in  a  course  of  settle- 
ment. Mr.  L.  repJied  to  some  of  the  objections 
of  Mr.  YAi^BirEEN-,  and  concluded  that,  although 
there  would  be  cases  of  much  hardship,  under 
this  provision,  yet  it  would  do  much  good,  and 
he  was  in  favor  of  it.  The  Heads  of  the  De- 
partments had  decided,  he  learned,  that  every 
officer  could  settle  his  accounts  within  a  year, 
and  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Holmes  would  place 
the  provision  on  the  principle  adopted  by  the 
departments. 

Messrs.  Van  BtrEEX,  Holmes,  Lowbie,  and 
Smith,  severally  enforced  their  views  on  this 
subject. 

Mr.  RoDNET  presumed  no  one  would  deny  that 
an  officer  who  was  an  ascertained  and  honaflde 
debtor  to  the  Government,  ought  to  be  made  to 
pay  the  debt,  and  that  the  provision  under  con- 
sideration ought  to  apply  to  all  such.  So  far, 
all  would  doubtless  agree  to,  but  it  was  impoli- 
tic, he  argued,  to  go  further.  The  great  list  of 
balances  which  had  last  year  overshadowed  the 
country,  had  been  in  one  year,  it  appeared,  re- 
duced ten  millions,  and  scarcely  any  part  of 
these  ten  millions  of  settled  accounts  was  found 
due ;  that  book  was  no  evidence  of  delinquency, 
and  ought  to  have  no  influence  on  the  present 
question.  Should  the  provision  be  adopted  in 
its  faU  extent,  it  would  allow  too  much  to  in- 
terpretation, too  much  to  the  discretion  of  the 
accounting  officers,  who  would  then  have  it  in 
their  power  to  favor  some  in  the  settlement  of 
their  accounts,  while  they  keep  others  in  sus- 
pense, and  thus  be  enabled,  by  partiality,  to 
commit  injustice,  &c. 

Mr.  Llotd,  whose  only  object  was  to  obtain 
payment  of  the  public  money,  moved  to  modify 
Mr.  Eaton's  amendment,  conformably  to  what 
he  had  suggested  previously,  but  the  modifica- 
tion was  negatived — yeas  14,  nays  14. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Eaton's 
amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown  of  Louisiana, 
Brown  of  OHo,  D'Wolf,  Eaton,  Holmes  of  Mississippi, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of 
Alabama,  Knigbt,  Lanman,  Parrott,  Pleasants,  Rod- 
ney, Seymour,  Southard,  Stokes,  T^bot,  Van  Bnren 

—19. 

Nats. Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Chandler,  Dick- 

erson  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  King  of 
New  York,  Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Macon,  MorrDl,  Noble, 
Palmer,  Euggle^  Smith,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Walker, 
Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  WUliams  of  Tennessee — 
21. 

Mr.  Llotd  then  moved  to  amend  the  provi- 
sion to  read  aa  follows: 
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That  no  money  appropriated  by  this  act,  shall  be 
paid  to  any  person  for  his  compensation  who  is  a 
debtor  to  the  United  States,  on  an  account  stated  and 
admitted,  or  on  judgment,  until  such  person  shall 
have  paid  into  the  Treasury,  or  secured  to  be  paid 
into  the  Treasury,  in  such  manner  as  the  President 
may  direct  and  approve,  all  sums  for  which  he  may 
be  so  indebted. 

The  question  was  taken,  without  dehate,  on 
agreeing  to  this  amendment,  and  was  negatived, 
by  yeas  and  nays — ^yeas  19,  nays  22. 

_  On  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  the  pro- 
vision was  amended  so  as  to  limit  its  operation 
to  those  who  have  been  for  one  year  in  arrears 
— ^yeas  25. 

Mr.  Fetdlat,  in  answer  to  those  who  had  said 
this  was  a  novel  principle,  stated  that  the  prin- 
ciple had  been,  in  operation  several  years  in 
Pennsylvania ;  that  when  adopted  there,  it  was 
objected  to  for  reasons  similar  to  those  used  by 
its  opponents  on  the  present  occasion ;  but  none 
of  the  objections  or  inconveniences  predicted, 
had  in  practice  been  realized.  He  had  assisted 
in  its  adoption  there,  and  he  had  no  doubt  its 
effects  would  be  equally  as  salutary  in  personal 
affairs.  He  did  not,  however,  approve  of  the 
exact  shape  of  this  provision,  and  moved  a  slight 
amendment;  but  it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Van  Bueen  then,  for  the  reasons  he  had 
previously  offered  on  this  point,  moved  to  add 
to  the  provision  the  following : 

Prmnded,  further.  That  nothing  in  this  section 
contained,  shall  extend  to  balances  arising  solely  from 
the  depreciataon  of  Treasury  notes,  received  by  such 
person  to  be  expended  in  the  public  service. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Brown  of  Louis- 
iana, Brown  of  Ohio,  D'Wolf,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Find- 
lay,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
New  York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  Pleasants,  Sey- 
mour, Stokes,  Van  Buren,  Williams  of  Tennessee — 
21. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Barton,  Chandler,  Dickerson,  Gail- 
lard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Morrill,  No- 
ble, Parrott,  Kuggles,  Smith,  Southard,  Talbot,  Tay- 
lor, Thomas,  W^er,  and  "William^  of  Mi.ssissippi — 18. 

Mr.  Baebotje  asked  if  it  was  designed  to  ap- 
ply the  principle  of  this  provision  to  those  who 
became  debtors  by  being  security  for  public 
officers ;  if  so,  he  thought  it  would  be  can-ying 
the  principle  too  far,  and  therefore  moved  an 
amendment,  making  the  provision  to  embrace 
principal  debtors  only. 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Llotd,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  and  Walkee,  as  an 
inexpedient  and  unnecessary  discrimination ; 
and  it  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Edwaeds, 
Talbot,  Baebotte,  and  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
on  the  ground  of  its  justice  and  expediency,  and 
its  conformity  to  legal  principles.  After  ce>n- 
Biderable  debate,  the  amendment  was  negatived 
— ^yeas  17,  nays  18. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  with  the  bill,  and 


made  some  unimportant  amendments,  and  then 
laid  the  bill  on  the  table. 


Satitedat,  April  20. 

General  Appropriation   Bill — BepaAr  of  the 
Cumberland  Boad. 

The  Senate  again  resumed,  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  Generd 
Appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Talbot  moved  to  insert  in  the  bill  an 
appropriation  of  $9,000,  for  repairing  the  na- 
tional road  from  Cumberland  to  "Wheeling ;  on 
which  motion  a  brief  debate  took  place. 

Mr.  Baeboite  remarked,  that  in  opposing  the 
motion,  he  must  disclaim  any  hostility  to  the 
road,  whose  improvement  was  the  object  of  the 
appropriation.  So  far  from  it,  he  considered  it 
as  a  monument  of  the  liberality  of  the  national 
councils,  and,  as  far  as  a  freedom  of  intercourse 
for  social  or  commercial  purposes  is  friendly  to 
good  feelings,  in  so  far  was  it  important  to  the 
strengthening  of  the  Union.  "Whatever  might 
have  been  the  constitutional  objections  at  the 
commencement  of  this  question,  said  Mr.  B., 
our  predecessors,  among  whom  we  find  some  of 
the  most  distinguished  men  this  country  ever 
produced,  and  remarkable  for  the  correctness  of 
their  reading  of  the  constitution,  resolved,  and 
with  the  consent  of  the  States  of  "Virginia,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Maryland,  to  complete  this  great 
national  measure,  so  essential  to  the  interests  of 
vast  regions  of  our  country,  and  have  actually 
expended  $1,800,000,  by  successive  appropria- 
tions, for  near  twenty  years.  To  refuse  now  a 
pittance  to  keep  this  road  in  repair,  established 
under  such  circumstances,  would  indicate  a 
versatility  of  political  opinions,  and  so  fatal  to 
the  public  interests,  as  to  bring  a  reproach  on 
our  Government.  But  Mr.  B.  remarked  that 
he  opposed  the  motion  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  impolitic  to  incorporate  a  provision  in  this 
biU,  which  could  not  be  expected  to  succeed, 
and  by  which  this  important  act  of  legislation, 
so  essential  to  the  interests  of  thousands,  and 
whose  just  claims  have  been  already  too  long 
delayed,  would  be  further  postponed.  Further- 
more, it  was  known  that  a  bUl  was  now  pend- 
ing in  both  Houses  to  erect  toll-gates  on  this 
road.  This  was  perfectly  correct,  because  those 
who  use  ought  to  pay  for  keeping  it  in  repair. 
If  at  the  time  when  that  bUl  comes  up,  a  motion 
should  be  made  for  an  appropriation  to  put  the 
road  in  a  condition  to  justify  the  erection  of 
toll-gates,  Mr.  B.  said,  as  at  present  advised,  he 
should  vote  for  it. 

The  appropriation  was  advocated  by  Messrs. 
Talbot,  Lloyd,  Holmes,  and  EireGLEs,  and  was 
agreed  to — ayes  21,  noes  10. 

Steppage  of  Pay  to  Defaulters. 
Mr.  Talbot  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
clause  of  the  bill  which  provides  that  "no  per- 
son that  has  been  in  arrears  one  year  to  the      % 
United  States,  shaU  receive  any  compensation 
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tmder  this  act,  until  lie  shall  have  accounted  for 
and  paid  into  the  Treasury  all  sums  for  whicli 
he  may  be  liable ;"  and  in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert 
the  foUowing  as  a  new  and  distinct  section : 

And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  no  person  or  per- 
sons entitled  to  receive  moneys  from  the  United 
States  in  virtue  of  this  or  any  other  act  for  the  ap- 
propriation of  moneys,  enacted  dviring  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  shall  receive  payment  thereof,  if 
any  such  person  or  persons  shah  he  at  the  time  of 
application  for  such  payment,  really  and  truly  in- 
debted to  the  United  States  on  liis  or  their  own  ac- 
count, either  by  judgment  not  enjoined  or  appeal 
from,  by  bond  or  other  obligation  on  which  no  cred- 
its are  claimed,  or  by  account  which  shall  have  been 
finally  closed  and  settled  at  the  proper  department, 
and  which  has  not  been  appealed  from  or  contested, 
until  all  sums  thus  due  from  such  apphcant  shall 
have  been  paid  up  or  satisfactorily  secured. 

A  division  of  the  question  was  required  by 
Mr.  Williams  of  Tennessee,  so  as  to  be  first 
taken  on  strildng  out  the  existing  provision. 

Mr.  Talbot  avowed  his  concurrence  in  what 
appeared  to  be  the  almost  unanimous  opinion  of 
the  Senate  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  general 
principle  of  this  provision ;  but,  for  the  reasons 
which  he  submitted  in  detail,  he  preferred  it  in 
the  shape  which  he  bad  proposed.  He  could 
never  believe  that  it  was  proper,  equitable,  or 
just,  to  carry  the  principle  to  securities,  how- 
ever just  it  was  to  look  to  securities  in  the  last 
resort  for  payment  of  a  debt  due  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  ©'Wolf  delivered  his  sentiments  at  some 
length  against  the  -whole  provision.  He  thought 
it  inexpedient  in  principle,  that  it  vrould  be  a 
disgrace  to  the  Government,  and  hoped  in  God 
it  would  be  rejected  altogether. 

Mr.  Ghandlee,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Mr.  Holmes  of  Maine,  and  Mr.  Van  BuEBifr, 
severally  added  some  remarks ;  when 

The  question  was  taken  iirst  on  striking  out 
the  provision,  and  was  decided  in  the  negative, 
as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbour,  D'Wolf,  Eaton,  Edwards, 
Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson 
of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  Par- 
rott,  Pleasants,  Rodney,  Seymour,  Southard,  Talbot, 
and  Van  Buren — 17. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Brown  of  Ohio, 
Chandler,  Dickerson,  Findlay,  GaUlard,  Hohnes  of 
Maine,  King  of  New  York,  Lowrie,  Macon,  MorriU, 
Noble,  Palmer,  Buggies,  Smith,  Thomas,  Walker, 
Ware,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Williams  of  Ten- 
nessee— 22. 

And  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Talbot  fell  of 
course. 

Mr.  Baebotte,  encouraged  by  the  nearly  equal 
division  of  the  Senate,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  renewed  the  motion  which  he  offered 
without  success  in  committee,  to  make  the 
provision  applicable  to  principal  debtors  only, 
and  not  to  include  securities. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  briefly  opposed  this 
amendment;  and  Mr.  Eodnbt  submitted  the 
grounds  why,  in  such  a  case  as  the  provision 


contemplated,  the  discrimination  between  the 
principal  debtor  and  his  security  was  proper, 
just,  and  expedient ;  repeating  his  concurrence 
in  the  soundness  of  the  general  principle,  which 
he  approved  so  heartily,  that  he  should  prefer  to 
see  one  so  important  and  valuable  in  a  separate 
act,  instead  of  a  simple  proviso  in  a  common 
appropriation  biU. 

Mr.  EJUG,  of  New  York,  Mr.  D'Wolf,  and 
Mr.  VanBueeit,  added  a  few  words  each;  when 
the  question  was  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  offereffl  by  Mr.  Baeboue  to  except 
securities,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown  of  Louisiana, 
Brown  of  Ohio,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay, 
Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  John- 
son of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Pleas- 
ants, Rodney,  Seymour,  Southard,  Stokes,  Talbot, 
Van  Buren — 19. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Chandler,  D'Wolf, 
GaiUard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  King  of  New  York,  Lan- 
man, Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Morrill,  Noble,  Palmer, 
Parrott,  Ruggles,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Walker, 
Ware,  WilUams  of  Mississippi,  and  Williams  of  Ten- 
nessee— 23. 

Mr.  Llotd  then  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
following,  as  an  additional  proviso  to  the  sec- 
tion: 

Provided,  also.  That  no  person  shall  be  considered 
as  in  arrears  under  the  provision  of  this  act,  unless 
on  bond  or  obligation  for  the  payment  of  money, 
upon  which  credits  have  not  been  claimed :  on  a 
claim  confessed  or  admitted  or  on  judgment  tendered 
in  a  court  of  law :  And  on  securing  the  arrears  to  be 
paid  into  the  Treasury,  in  such  manner  as  the  Pres- 
ident may  direct  and  approve,  such  debtor  shall  not 
be  hable  to  the  provisions  of  this  act 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  objected  to  the  amend- 
ment ;  and  Mr.  Llotd  oifered  at  some  length  his 
reasons  in  favor  of  it— deeming  it  consistent 
with  the  principle  of  the  provision,  which  he 
heartily  approved,  but  the  proviso  he  thought 
necessary  to  give  the  principle  its  fair  and  just 
operation.  Mr.  D'Wolf  reiterated  his  decided 
hostility,  and  his  objection  to  the  whole  princi- 
ple of  the  proviso,  which  he  deemed  injurious 
to  the  honor  of  the  nation. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  proviso 
offered  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  and  negatived,  by  yeas 
and  nays : 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown  of  Louisiana, 
Brown  of  Ohio,  DWolf,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Holmes  of 
Missisappi,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Lou- 
isiana, King  of  Alabama,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  Parrott, 
Pleasants,  Rodney,  Seymour,  Southard,  Stokes,  Tal- 
bot, and  Van  Buren — 20. 

;^ATS. Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Chandler,  Dicker- 
son  Findlay,  GaUlard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  King  of 
New  York,  Knight,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Morrill,  Noble, 
Palmer,  Ruggles,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Walker, 
Ware  WiUiams  of  Mississippi,  and  WiUiams  of  Ten- 
nessee— 22. 

Mr.  Eaton  then  offered  the  following,  as  an 
amendment  of  the  proviso : 
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"  But  in  all  cases  where  the  pay  or  ealaiy  of  any 
person  is  withheld  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  accounting  officers,  if  demanded  by 
his  agent  or  attorney,  to  report  forthwith  to  the  agent 
of  the  Treasury  Department  the  balance  due  ;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  said  agent,  within  sixty  days 
thereafter,  to  order  suit  to  be  commenced  against 
such  delinquent  and  his  sureties ;  and  on  failing  to  do 
so,  the  pay  or  salary  of  such  supposed  delinquent 
shall  not  be  withheld." 

An  earnest,  and  in  some  degree  warm,  dis- 
cussion of  this  amendment  ensned,  in  which 
Messrs.  Eaton,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Lowbie,  Van  Bukbn,  and  D'Wolp, 
took  part,  and  which  turned,  incidentally,  on 
the  general  principle  of  the  provision  also. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  to  expunge  that  part  of 
the  amendment  which  followed  the  word 
"sureties;"  which  modification,  after  some 
debate,  in  which  Mr.  Walkbe,  Eaton,  and 
Beown  of  Ohio,  took  part,  was  accepted  by  Mr. 
Eaton. 

The  amendment,  as  modified,  was  then  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Smith,  for  the  reasons  that  he  submitted, 
oflfered  the  following  additional  proviso : 

Provided,  nevertheless,  The  person  so  applying  and 
claiming  the  right  to  be  sued,  shall  first  tender  to  the 
public  officer  ample  security  to  indemnify  the  Gov- 
ernment against  the  costs  of  the  suit. 

The  proviso  was  negatived,  yeas  16,  nays  21. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  then  offered  an 
amendment,  to  exempt  from  the  operation  of 
the  provision  those  persons  who  stand  in  arrears 
as  the  sureties  for  disbursing  officers  during  the 
late  war,  unless  where  judgment  has  been  ren- 
dered against  himself  or  principal. 

The  amendment  was  negatived,  by  yeas  and 
nays — ^14  to  25,  as  follows : 

Nays. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Brown  of  Louis- 
iana, Brown  of  Ohio,  Eaton,  Holmes  of  Mississippi, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of 
Alabama,  Pleasants,  Rodney,  Seymour,  Tidbot,  and 
Van  Buren. 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barton,  Chandler,  D'WoIf,  Dicker- 
son,  Findlay,  GaiHard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  King  of 
New  York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Mor- 
rill, Noble,  Parrott,  Ruggles,  Smith,  Southard,  Tay- 
lor, Thomas,, Walker,  Ware,  Williams  of  Mississippi, 
and  WiUiams  of  Tennessee. 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 


Monday,  April  22. 
Sevolutionary  Pensions. 

The  Senate  took  up  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Kepresenta- 
tives,  supplementary  to  the  acts  of  1818  and 
1820,  allowing  pensions  to  Eevolutionary  sol- 
diers, &c. 

[Under  the  act  of  1820,  several  thousand  pen- 
sioners were  stricken  from  the  pension  roll,  who 
were  deficient  in  the  proofs  necessary  to  entitle 


them  to  be  continued  on  the  roll.*  Subsequently 
those  80  sti-ioken  ofl?  presented  further  proofs  in 
support  of  their  right  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the 
act  of  1818 ;  but  the  Attorney-General,  whose 
opinion  was  taken  in  the  case  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  decided  that  the  persons  who  had  been 
struck  from  the  roU,  under  the  act  of  1820, 
could  not,  even  on  the  adduction  of  further 
proof,  be  restored  thereto  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  inasmuch  as  the  Secretary's  authority  has 
ceased,  as  related  to  them.  And  the  present 
bill  was  intended  to  "  authorize  and  require  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  restore  to  the  list  of  pen- 
sioners the  name  of  any  person  who  may  have 
been,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  stricken  therefrom, 
in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  1820,  whenever  such 
person,  so  stricken  from  the  list  of  pensioners, 
shall  furnish  evidence,  in  pursuance  of  the  pro- 
visions of  said  act,  to  satisfy  the  Secretary  of 
War  that  he  is  in  such  indigent  circumstances 
as  to  be  unable  to  support  himself  without  the 
assistance  of  his  country."] 

The  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  which  this 
bill  had  been  referred,  reported  the  same  with 
a  recommendation  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely 
postponed ;  and  the  question  was  on  agreeing 
to  this  recommendation. 

On  this  question  a  debate  ensued,  which  con- 
tinued nearly  two  hours.  The  indefinite  post- 
ponement was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Diokebson 
and  MoEEiLL ;  and  it  was  supported  by  Messrs. 
Noble  and  Beown  of  Louisiana.  The  question 
being  taken  on  the  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  bill,  it  was  decided  in  the  aflSrmative  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Benton,  Brown 
of  Louisiana,  Brown  of  Ohio,  D'Wolf,  Edwards, 
Findlay,  GaDlard,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Johnson  of 
Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Macon, 


*  Pensionees. — In  the  short  synopsis  which  we  published 
on  Tuesday  in  the  Senate  proceedings,  of  the  operation  of 
the  pension  act  of  1820,  and  the  object  of  the  bill  recently 
before  Congress,  some  pains  were  taken  by  our  reporter  that 
the  facts  should  be  correctly  stated,  and,  witii  that  view,  the 
statement  was  submitted  to  one  or  two  of  those  who  were 
presumed  to  be  most  familiar  with  the  subject.  It  appears, 
however,  by  the  subjoined  letter  from  the  gentleman  who 
superintends  the  Pension  department,  that  the  statement  is 
in  some  respects  liable  to  misconstruction :  which  letter,  to 
avoid  any  further  misapprehension,  we  think  it  best  to  hi- 
sert  entire. — Editors  Nat.  Intel. 

Wab  Depaetment,  Pension  Ofeiob, 
Wd  AprU,  1822. 
Gfntiemen  :  There  is  an  error  in  your  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Senate  of  yesterday.  It  is  therein  stated, 
that  "  several  thousand  were  stricken  from  the  pension  roll 
who  were  deflcient  In  the  proofs  necessary  to  entitle  them 
to  be  continued  on  the  roll."  Not  so.  Not  a  man  has  been 
dropped  from  the  Ust  nnder  the  act  of  May,  1S20,  who  has 
not  exhibited  "  the  proofs  necessary,"  i.  e.  the  evidence  pre- 
scribed by  law,  a  schedule  of  property:  but  the  bill  which 
passed  the  House,  and  which  was  rejected  by  the  Senate,  au- 
thorized the  Secretary  of  War  to  restore  those  to  the  roU  who, 
since  they  were  dropped  therefrom,  have  become  indigent 
enough  to  need  "  the  aid  of  public  or  private  charity  .''The 
publication,  you  will  readily  perceive,  is  calculated  to  lead 
to  a  very  unfavorable  conclusion,  in  regard  to  the  due  ad- 
ministration of  the  law ;  because,  on  referring  to  the  act,  it 
will  be  found  that  no  authority  is  given  to  the  Secretary  to 
drop  any  name  from  the  list,  except  on  the  evidence  of  the 
schedule.  Be  pleased  to  correct  the  error,  and  oblige  your 
obedient  servant. 

J.L.EDWAEDS, 


DEBATES  OP  CONGRESS. 


201 


Apkil,  1822.] 


The  Fur  Trade  of  the  West. 


[Senate. 


Noble,  Pleasants,  Smith,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  Walker,  Ware,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and 
Williams  of  Tennessee — 25. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Chandler,  Dickerson,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Morrill, 
Palmer,  Parrott,  Kuggles,  Seymom:,  and  Van  Buren 
—12. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

Wednesday,  April  24. 
Lead  Mines  Seoemie. 

Mr.  Bentok  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  make  known  to  the  Senate,  whether 
any  revenue  has  accrued  to  the  United  States,  and  if 
any,  how  much,  from  leases  of  lead  mines  in  the 
valley  of  the  Mississippi ;  whether  any  lease,  promise, 
or  agreement,  is  now  in  force  for  the  use  and  occupa- 
tion of  any  such  mines,  with  copies  thereof,  if  writ- 
ten, and  the  substance  thereof,  if  verbal ;  with  the 
names  of  the  lessees,  and  their  places  of  residence  ; 
whether  the  said  leases,  if  any  such  there  are,  have 
been  made  with  or  without  public  notice,  at  auction 
or  by  private  contract,  by  whom  and  with  whom, 
with  a  copy  of  the  powers  under  which  each  acted ; 
also,  a  copy  of  the  regulations,  if  any  have  been 
made,  for  carrying  into  effect  the  acts  of  Congress 
which  authorized  the  lease  of  lead  mines. 

Importation  of  Spirits. 

Mr.  DiOKEESON,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  delivered  in  the  fol- 
lowing report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed : 

The  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures, 
who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  prohibiting  the  importation  of  foreign  spirits, 
report : 

That,  in  their  opinion,  the  agricultural  as  well  as 
manufacturing  interest  of  the  United  States  would 
be  promoted  by  prohibiting  the  importation  of  foreign 
spirits.  That  the  quantity  of  spirits  that  would  in  a 
short  time  be  manufactured  in  this  country  to  supply 
the  place  of  that  now  imported,  would  afford  a 
source  of  revenue  more  eJScient,  and  much  less  pre- 
carious than  that  now  derived  from  the  importation 
of  foreign  spirits.  But,  as  an  immediate  prohibition 
would  injure  the  commercial  interest  of  the  United 
States,  as  well  as  diminish  the  revenue,  until  a  system 
of  excise  could  be  brought  into  operation,  the  com- 
mittee think  it  would  be  expedient  to  arrive  gradu- 
ally at  the  objects  in  view,  by  increasing  the  duties 
on  foreign  spirits.  A  bill,  however,  for  this  purpose, 
must  be  considered  as  a  bill  for  raising  revenue,  and 
can  only  originate  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
The  committee  therefore  submit  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  be  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  resolution,  instructing  them  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting  the  importation  of 
foreign  spirits. 

Navy  Appropriations. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  Navy  appropriation  bOl,  Mr.  Pleasants 
withdrew  the  amendment  he  offered  on  Mon- 
daj  to  the  biU,  to  make  an  additional  appropri- 


ation for  the  suppression  of  piracy — having  as- 
certained that  the  object  was  provided  for,  and 
the  amendment  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Knfo,  of  New  York,  moved  to  recommit 
the  bill  to  the  Finance  Committee,  with  instruc- 
tions to  strike  out  the  clause  (inserted  on  Mon- 
day) providing  that,  when  the  Navy  rations  are 
drawn  in  money,  the  ration  shall  be  valued  at 
twenty  cents  (instead  of  25  cents,  which  the  reg- 
ulations of  the  Navy  have,  since  1814,  fixed 
the  commutation  jjjice  of  the  ration  at 

On  this  motion  a  long  discussion  took  place, 
which  continued  until  three  o'clock,  and  in 
which  Messrs.  Kifra  of  New  York,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Paeeott,  Chandlee,  Pleasants,  John- 
son of  Louisiana,  Lanman,  Eaton,  Loweie, 
Beown  of  Ohio,  Macon,  and  Walkee,  took 
part.  The  motion  to  recommit  the  biU  for  the 
pm-pose  stated,  was  ultimately  agreed  to. 


Thtjesdat,  April  25. 
Importation  of  Sla/oes. 

Mr.  Eaton  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  the  re- 
port of  the  Attorney-General,  relative  to  any  persons 
(citizens  of  the  United  States)  who  have  been  charged 
with,  or  suspected  of,  introducing  any  slaves  into  the 
United  States,  contrary  to  existing  laws. 

Lead  Mine  Rents. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  the  24th  instant,  for  requesting  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  communicate  to  the 
Senate  certain  information  relating  to  certain 
lead  mines  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  Fur  Trade  of  the  West — Its  Value  as  a 
Branch  of  Commerce  and  as  a  Means  of  con- 
trolling the  Indiana — Its  Regulation  as  a  Free 
Trade  in  the  hands  of  Licensed  Citizens. 
The  Senate  then  took  up,  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  of  1802, 
regulating  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
first  section  in  the  following  words  :  "  And  the 
power  to  grant  licenses  shall  be  vested  in  per- 
sons at  points  convenient  for  carrying  on  the 
trade." 

[The  bin  and  amendments  propose  to  place  the  for 
trade  on  liberal  principles ;  opens  it  to  all  American 
citizens,  and  none  others ;  vests  in  Superintendents  of 
Indian  Affau's,  and  Indian  agents,  the  power  to  grant 
licenses  for  two  years  with  the  near  tribes,  and  seven 
years  with  the  remote  tribes  beyond  the  Mississippi ; 
subjects  to  seizure  and  forfeiture  the  goods  of  all 
traders  who  carry  ardent  spirits  to  trade  with  the 
Indians  j  and  repeals  the  section  of  the  former  act 
which  subjects  the  traders'  license  to  be  recalled 
without  notice  or  proof  of  misconduct.] 

Mr.  Benton,  of  Missouri,  spoke  in  support  of 
the  biU  and  these  amendments. 
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He  considered  the  fur  trade  as  an  object  of 
national  concern,  and  entitled  to  the  notice  of 
the  Senate.  He  spoke  of  it  in  two  points  of 
view: 

1.  As  a  branch  of  commerce. 

2.  As  the  means  of  controlling  the  Indians. 
On  the  first  point — Mr.  B.  quoted  several 

books  to  show  the  value  of  the  fur  trade,  as 
carried  on  under  the  Spanish  Government,  at 
St.  Louis;  under  the  Republic,  at  the  same 
place ;  and  by  the  British  trading  companies  on 
the  waters  of  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri,  and 
on  the  lakes  and  rivers  out  towards  the  Arctic 
region. 

The  work  of  Perrin,  a  French  writer,  sent 
by  Napoleon  to  examine  the  resources  of  Louis- 
iana, about  the  year  1800,  estimates  the  furs, 
robes,  and  peltries,  taken  on  the  waters  of  the 
Missouri,  at  600,000  livres  tournois  annually, 
and  those  taken  on  the  waters  of  the  Upper 
Mississippi  at  1,200,000 ;  the  latter  being  almost 
exclusively  in  the  hands  of  the  British. 

The  work  of  Major  Stoddart,  written  in  1804, 
states  the  value  of  this  trade,  at  St.  Louis  alone, 
to  have  averaged  $203,000  annually,  for  fifteen 
years  before  the  transfer  of  the  province,  amount- 
ing, in  the  whole,  to  upwards  of  $3,000,000  in 
that  time. 

Mr.  B.  exhibited  a  table  which  showed  the 
value  of  the  trade  for  the  year  1816.  It  was 
taken  from  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Indian  affairs  at  St.  Lonis,  (Governor  Olark,) 
and  embraced  all  the  business  done  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States  by  the  American  and 
British  traders,  and  by  the  United  States  fac- 
tories, and  amounted  to  $441,200 ;  of  which 
$29,800  was  exported  by  the  way  of  New  Or- 
leans; $122,020  was  taken  up  the  Ohio  Kiver 
into  the  Atlantic  States ;  $258,400  was  taken 
through  the  Oanadas,  on  the  line  of  the  Illinois 
Eiver,  the  lakes,  and  the  St.  Lawrence ;  and  the 
remainder,  $31,000,  was  consumed  in  the 
country. 

Mr.  B.  referred  to  Sir  Alexander  McKenzie's 
History  of  the  Fur  Trade,  and  "Winterbotham's 
View  of  America,  to  show  the  value  of  this 
trade,  as  carried  on  by  the  Northwest  and  Hud- 
son Bay  Companies.  The  first  had  amounted, 
annually,  for  forty  years,  to  a  million  and  a 
quarter  of  dollars  per  annum — fifty  millions  in 
the  whole  ;  and  much  of  it  taken  from  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States.  The  second,  being 
a  monopoly  for  a  long  time  in  the  hands  of 
Orown  favorites,  produced  but  a  trifle,  say 
$140,000  annually,  until  the  late  Earl  of  Selkirk 
purchased  the  charter,  and  came  in  person  to 
push  the  trade.  The  two  companies  are  now 
united.  The  name  of  the  Northwest  is  merged 
in  that  of  Hudson's  Bay,  under  whoso  charter 
the  trade  is  now  carried  on  with  increased  ac- 
tivity, and  with  such  prospect  of  emolument 
that  the  stock  of  the  company  is  quoted,  in  the 
latest  London  papers,  at  one  hundred  per  cent, 
advance. 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  the  trade  in  the  hands  of 
American  citizens  had  not  increased  for  some 


years.  A  rivalship  had  existed  between  tho 
private  traders  and  the  Government  traders; 
and  the  latter,  having  the  ear  of  the  Govern- 
ment, had  been  able  to  prejudice  the  former, 
without  doing  any  thing  themselves  proportion- 
ate to  the  capital  of  $800,000,  which  was  placed 
in  their  hands.  He  had  not  precise  data  for 
fixing  the  amount  of  the  private  capital  now 
embarked,  but  would  estimate  it  at  $120,000 
for  the  waters  of  the  Upper  Mississippi,  and 
$200,000  for  the  Missouri  and  its  tributaries. 
These  sums  were  intended  to  cover  only  the 
stock  in  trade ;  the  expenses  in  boats,  boatmen, 
provisions,  clerks,  interpreters,  &c.,  was  a  dia- 
tinct  item,  and  a  large  one,  amounting,  in  some 
instances,  to  seventy-five  per  cent,  upon  the 
capital. 

Mr,  B.  said,  that  this  view  was  sufficient  to 
show  that  the  fur  trade,  as  a  branch  of  com- 
merce, was  entitled  to  the  notice  of  statesmen 
and  to  the  protection  of  the  Government ;  yet 
he  had  only  presented  a  limited  view  of  its 
value ;  he  had  confined  his  observations  to  the 
waters  of  the  Upper  Mississippi,  and  to  the  Mis- 
souri below  the  Mandan  Villages ;  he  had  not 
carried  the  eyes  of  the  Senate  to  the  Eocky 
Mountains,  and  shown  them  there  the  richest 
fur  region  in  the  world,  belonging,  by  law,  to 
the  citizens  of  the  Eepublio,  and  possessed,  in 
fact,  by  the  subjects  of  the  British  Crown. 
The  Eepublic  owns  the  section  of  the  Eocky 
Mountains  between  the  latitude  of  42  and  49 
north,  say  500  miles  from  north  to  south,  and, 
on  an  average,  300  wide ;  the  summits  of  the 
ridges  penetrating  the  region  of  perpetual  snow ; 
the  valleys  rich  and  beautiful,  covered  with 
grass,  clover,  wood,  and  wild  fruits,  finely 
watered ;  abounding  in  horses,  buffaloes,  ante- 
lopes, and  the  most  valuable  of  the  furred  ani- 
mals, not  excepting  the  ermine  ;  in  a  word, 
presenting  all  the  characteristics  of  the  Alpine 
region  in  Switzerland,  before  it  was  cultivated. 
The  Eepublio  was  indebted  to  the  enterprise  of 
Lewis  and  Olark  for  the  discovery  of  this  rich 
region.  Several  companies  of  American  citi- 
zens had  attempted  to  avail  themselves  of  that 
discovery.  Lisa,  who,  with  250  men,  ascended 
the  Missouri  to  its  source  in  1808,  and  was  ex- 
pelled by  the  hostilities  of  the  Blackfeet  Indians, 
supposed  to  be  instigated  by  the  Northwest 
Company.  Messrs.  Hunt  and  Crooks,  with  60 
men,  who  crossed  to  the  Columbia  about  the 
year  1811,  and  were  compelled  to  abandon  then: 
enterprise,  by  the  events  of  the  war,  which  soon 
after  broke  out;  and  a  company  of  100  men, 
headed  by  Major  Andrew  Henry,  a  companion 
of  Lisa's  in  the  expedition  of  1807,  1808,  now 
ascending  the  Missouri,  and  who  will,  in  all 
probability,  be  attacked  by  the  Aricaras,  the 
roving  bands  of  the  Sioux,  or  the  Assiniboins; 
tribes  intimately  associated  with  the  British  fur 
companies. 

Taking  the  trade  of  the  mountains  into  the 
estimate,  and  Mr.  B.  computed  the  capital  it 
would  annually  employ  at  a  million  of  dollars, 
and  that  it  would  give  employment  to  2,000 
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men.  The  Britisli  companies  traded  upon,  a 
greater  capital,  employed  about  2,600  men,  and 
were  at  this  time  bringing  out  300  regular 
troops  from  England,  to  be  stationed  conveni- 
ent to  the  northern  bend  of  the  Missouri,  which 
approximates  to  the  line  of  their  forts  and  trad- 
ing posts  on  the  rivers  of  the  Winipee  Lake. 

The  nature  of  the  capital  would  enhance  the 
value  of  the  trade  to  the  country.  It  would 
consist,  in  good  part,  of  articles  of  home  growth 
or  production — ^powder,  lead,  shot,  axes,  hatch- 
ets, knives,  guns,  tobacco,  and  coarse  fabrics 
of  wool  and  cotton  ;  many  of  which  would  be 
got  in  the  West,  convenient  to  the  trade,  and 
would  give  a  spriag  to  the  industry,  which  now 
languishes  for  want  of  aliment  to  feed  it. 

The  nature  of  the  proceeds  would  stiU  further 
enhance  the  value  of  the  trade.  It  would  give, 
in  return,  articles  of  the  first  value  and  neces- 
sity— the  common  furs,  universally  in  demand 
as  the  chief  material  for  making  hats,  and  the 
richer  kind,  esteemed,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
as  an  article  of  dress;  worn  by  monarchs  for 
magnificence,  ladies  and  city  gentlemen  for 
beauty,  and  by  travellers  as  the  best  defence 
against  frost,  and  commanding  in  foreign  parts, 
China,  Japan,  Germany,  and  Eussia,  twice  or 
thrice  their  value  in  the  American  market. 

Mr.  B.  contrasted  the  value  of  the  fur-trade 
with  the  commerce  carried  on  with  many  for- 
eign powers,  and  for  the  protection  and  preser- 
vation of  which  the  Kepublic  keeps  up  expen- 
sive establishments  of  embassies,  consuls,  and 
ships  of  war,  and  which  consume  less  amounts 
of  Americcm  produce,  and  give  in  return  articles 
of  incomparably  less  value.  He  particularized 
the  commerce  of  Eussia,  which  consumes 
$147,000  of  American  produce,  (taking  the 
year  1822  as  the  criterion,)  and  gives  iu  return 
raw  hemp,  or  its  fabrics,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
growers  of  hemp  in  the  "Western  States ;  the 
trade  with  Sweden,  which  takes  $154,000,  and 
returns  iron,  to  the  manifest  injury  of  our  own 
districts  which  produce  that  metal ;  with  Por- 
tugal, which  takes  $147,000,  and  sends  wine, 
to  put  our  own  whiskey  out  of  countenance, 
and  discourage  the  grain  growers ;  and  all  the 
ports  in  the  Mediterranean,  Levant,  and  Adri- 
atic seas,  taking  in  the  whole,  but  $615,000, 
and  sending  back  articles  of  taste  and  fancy,  of 
little  or  no  substantial  use.  Mr.  B.  considered 
aU  this  commerce  as  a  miserable  object  com- 
pared to  the  fur  trade ;  yet  the  latter  was  neg- 
lected, and  the  richest  part  of  it  left  to  the 
qniet  enjoyment  of  the  British,  to  the  great 
prejudice  of  the  "Western  States;  while  the 
former  was  cherished,  at  an  annual  expense  of 
more  than  half  a  million  of  dollars,  in  ambas- 
sadors, consuls,  and  naval  armaments ;  and  the 
slightest  intermption  to  it  would  be  considered, 
by  all  the  Cis-Alleganian  States,  as  just  ground 
of  complaint  and  remonstrance  on  the  part  of 
the  Eepublic. 

Mr.  B.  spoke  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  ideas,  sug- 
gested in  his  instructions  to  Lewis  and  Clark — 
the  practicability  of  taking  the  furs  of  the 


RocTcy  Mountains  direct  to  China,  upon  the  line 
of  the  OolumMa  River  and  the  Pacific  Ocean. 
He  said  the  problem  had  been  resolved ;  it  had 
been  done  ;  it  was  done  by  the  company  which 
crossed  the  mountains  in  1811,  and  there  was 
no  difiSculty  in  it.  The  Columbia  Eiver  was  of 
easy  navigation,  a  good  harbor  in  its  mouth, 
and  the  Pacific  Ocean  void  of  peril.  The  re- 
gion of  the  mountains,  so  formidable  to  the 
progress  of  Lewis  and  Clark,  is  now  traversed 
by  various  and  easj  passes.  The  first  and  main 
ridge  is  crossed  upon  a  good  road,  made  by 
buffaloes  and  Indians,  leading  from  the  Palls  of 
Missouri  to  the  forks  of  Clark's  Eiver,  (150 
miles ;)  points  between  which  the  first  discov- 
erers travelled  about  1,200.  The  next  bed  of 
mountains  on  which  they  found  snow  twelve 
feet  deep  in  June,  is  now  turned  upon  the  right 
by  descending  Clark's  Eiver  two  or  three  de- 
grees, and  then  passing  west,  over  land  through 
an  open  level  country,  to  Lake  "Wayton,  whence 
issues  the  navigable  Lautan  Eiver,  entering  the 
Columbia  at  a  short  distance,  and  avoiding  the 
falls  and  rapids  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains. 
Mr.  B.  had  no  doubt  but  that  East  India  goods 
would  enter  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  upon 
the  same  route.  He  would  not  discuss  the 
question  now,  but  he  would  say,  that  the  sea 
between  America  and  Asia  was  peaceful ;  that 
the  tide  fiowed  up  the  Columbia  183  miles; 
that  the  river  was  deep  and  gentle,  and  peri- 
odically flooded ;  that  the  land  cara-iage  was 
short  and  easy,  over  a  region  which  furnished 
snow  for  sleighs  six  months  in  the  year,  and 
convenient  to  the  fine  horses  on  the  Plains  of 
the  Columbia ;  that  the  longest  part  of  the  route 
was  in  the  descent  of  the  Missouri,  (3,575  miles 
from  the  falls  to  the  Mississippi,)  which,  being 
down  the  stream,  was  nothing ;  that  the  articles 
to  be  brought  in  were  of  little  weight,  great 
value,  and  small  bulk,  such  as  were  once  car- 
ried some  thousand  miles  upon  camels,  and  con- 
stituted the  wealth  of  merchants  whose  opu- 
lence is  yet  seen  in  the  ruins  of  Alexandria  and 
Palmyra,  and  upon  the  line  on  which  the  com- 
merce of  Asia  had  ever  fiowed. 

On  the  second  point. — The  fur  trade  is  the 
true  means  of  controlling  the  Indians.  The 
history  of  these  States,  when  colonies,  and  ever 
since,  is  foil  of  the  proofs.  The  King's  Govern- 
ors always  operated  upon  the  Indians  through 
their  traders.  The  French  authorities  in  Cana- 
da, and  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  did  the 
same,  and  they  both  operated  successfully  upon 
them.  The  consequence  was,  that,  in  every 
war  between  the  French  and  the  British,  the 
Indians  came  in  more  as  principals  than  auxili- 
aries, and  always  took  the  side  of  the  power  to 
whom  their  respective  traders  belonged.  In 
the  war  of  the  Eevolution  these  truths  were 
too  recent  not  to  be  known,  and  too  convincing 
not  to  prevail.  The  Congress  of  1776,  to  gain 
the  good  will  of  the  Indians,  addressed  them- 
selves to  the  American  traders.  They  even  ad- 
vanced money  to  purchase  goods,  to  be  sold 
without  profit  to  the  traders,  to  enable  them  to 
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carry  on  their  trade,  and  to  preserve  their  in- 
fluence among  the  neighboring  tribes.  The  sum 
of  40,000  pounds  sterling,  was  voted  at  one 
time  (January,  1776)  for  this  object;  and  the 
goods  distributed  to  the  traders  at  2^  per  cent. 
on  the  cost  and  freight.  Our  enemies,  the 
British,  acted  upon  the  same  principle,  and 
with  more  success,  because  they  acted  with  more 
perseverance,  and  had  greater  means  at  their 
disposal.  In  the  late  war  the  same  results 
were  seen.  A  trading-house  in  Pensacola  di- 
rected the  Creeks  against  us ;  the  agents  of  the 
North  West  Company  led  a  dozen  nations 
against  the  frontiers  of  Ohio.  The  Republic 
had  comparatively  but  few  on  her  side.  The 
reason  was,  that  she  had  no  traders  among 
them  to  gain  their  affections;  only  factories, 
"to  improve  their  moral  and  intellectual  facul- 
ties, to  convert  them  into  farmers  and  Chris- 
tians," charitable  institutions,  without  doubt, 
but  so  little  capable  of  controlling  the  warlike 
spirit  of  the  savages,  that  the  factories  were 
themselves  the  first  objects  of  attack  on  the 
breaking  out  of  hostilities. 

Mr.  B.  would  not  fatigue  the  Senate  with  fur- 
ther remarks  on  this  point.  He  only  wished  to 
revive  the  recollection  of  the  policy  observed 
by  our  ancestors  when  Indian  affairs  were  bet- 
ter understood  than  at  present.  He  trusted 
that  he  had  said  enough  to  sustain  the  positions 
which  he  had  assumed  in  favor  of  theftir  trade, 
and  shown  that  its  importance,  both  as  a  branch 
of  commerce,  and  the  true  means  of  governing 
the  Indians,  entitled  it  to  the  national  protec- 
tion. 

The  bill  and  amendments  are  calculated  to 
give  it  some  protection.  They  repeal  the  7th 
section  of  the  act  of  1802,  because  that  section 
gives  to  superintendents  and  agents  the  power 
to  recall  the  licenses  of  traders,  without  show- 
ing cause,  and  trying  the  truth  of  it.  He  had 
heard  of  no  license  improperly  recalled,  but  it 
might  happen  ;  and  a  trade  so  valuable,  in 
which  so  large  a  capital  would  be  embarked, 
should  not  be  subject  to  a  sudden  suspension  at 
the  will  of  any  man.  They  (the  bill  and  amend- 
ments) authorize  licenses  to  be  granted  for 
seven  years.  Heretofore  they  were  limited  to 
two.  This  period  was  fixed  when  the  Missis- 
sippi was  the  boundary  of  the  Republic ;  it  is 
no  longer  an  adequate  time,  when  that  river, 
ceasing  to  be  the  ultima  thule  of  the  trader,  has 
become  his  starting  point.  The  British  compa- 
nies have  just  had  their  license  (charter)  ex- 
tended twenty-one  years,  and  the  Russians 
twenty ;  and  seven  yeai's  is  sufficiently  short  for 
the  American  trader,  who  goes  to  the  Kooky 
Mountains  to  contend  with  the  former,  and  to- 
the  Columbia  Eiver  to  contend  with  the  latter. 
The  section  intended  to  be  repealed  left  the  trade 
open  to  British  subjects ;  it  was  obliged  to  do  so 
under  the  third  article  of  Mr.  Jay's  Treaty ;  but 
the  late  war  had  abrogated  that  treaty,  and  it 
was  worth  a  war  to  get  rid  of  it.  The  Treaty  of 
Ghent  had  not  revived  the  odious  privileges  of 
the  third  article,  and  it  was  the  bounden  duty  of 


Congress  to  avail  itself  of  this  advantage,  and 
to  exclude  British  traders  from  the  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi  and  the  trade  of  onr  Indians. 
The  bill  and  amendments  propose  to  do  so; 
they  confine  the  licenses  to  American  citizens, 
and  the  goods  of  those  who  have  no  licenses 
will  be  subject  to  seizure  and  confiscation.  The 
biU  facilitates  the  acquisition  of  licenses  to 
American  citizens,  by  vesting  the  power  to 
grant  them  in  oflicers  stationed  at  convenient 
points  for  carrying  on  the  trade.  The  Govern- 
ors of  Michigan  and  Arkansas,  as  superintend- 
ents, have  this  power.  All  the  agents  have  it. 
A  superintendency  is  established  at  St.  Louis, 
to  exercise  it ;  and  this  facility  wiU  give  to  that 
town  the  advantage  which  its  geographical  po- 
sition has  always  claimed,  and  which  the  im- 
providence of  Mr.  Jay's  Treaty  had  conferred 
upon  Montreal — the  advantage  of  being  the  erir- 
trepot  of  the  American  for  trade. 

Mr.  B.  said  there  was  a  further  protection 
due  to  the  fur  trade,  not  now  contemplated  by 
the  bill  before  the  Senate,  and  he  regretted  to 
say,  not  countenanced  heretofore  by  the  Con- 
gress. He  alluded  to  the  military  expedition  to 
the  Upper  Missouri.  His  local  position  beyond 
the  Mississippi  had  given  him  an  opportunity 
of  gaining  local  intelligence,  and,  presuming 
upon  this,  he  would  differ  in  opinion  from  the 
majority  of  the  Congress  which  had  stopped 
this  expedition.  He  applauded  the  policy  which 
selected  the  Mandan  villages  for  a  military  post, 
which  intended  to  place  on  that  point  of  ap- 
proximation, to  the  British  establishments  of 
Lake  Winipee,  an  adequate  force  to  overawe 
her  traders,  and  to  encourage  our  own  in  car- 
rying their  commerce  to  the  region  of  the  Eocky 
Mountains.  He  considered  this  expedition  as  a 
branch  of  that  enlightened  system  of  national 
defence  which,  embracing  the  vast  circumfer- 
ence of  the  Eepublic,  and  seizing  at  once  all  the 
commanding  points  on  the  Lake,  the  Gulf,  the 
maritime  and  western  frontier,  endeavored  to 
provide  for  every  part  an  efficient  and  appro- 
priate defence.  He  knew  that  a  waste  of  mo- 
ney had  taken  place  in  the  ascent  of  the  Mis- 
souri, and  he  was  willing  to  go  all  lengths  with 
the  Senate  in  correcting  that  and  the  like  im- 
providences in  other  places;  but  he  utterly 
protested  against  the  justice  of  seizing  upon  a 
circumstance  to  defeat  a  plan  of  national  de- 
fence, so  honorable  to  the  administration  which 
had  formed  it,  and  so  well  calculated  to  secure 
posterity,  as  well  as  ourselves,  from  the  calami- 
ties of  a  country  engaged  in  war,  and  open, 
upon  a  hundred  lines,  by  land  and  water,  to  the 
invasion  of  the  enemy's  arms. 


Monday,  April  29. 
South  American  States — Diplomatic  Intercourse 

with  such  of  them  as  have  Established  their 

Independence. 

The  Senate,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  took  up,  in  Committee  of  the  "Whole,  the 
bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  making 
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an  appropriation  of  $100,000  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  missions  to  tlie  independent  nations 
on  the  American  continent. 

The  amendment  reported  by  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations  to  the  bill,  (to  increase  the 
appropriation  to  $110,000,  and  subjecting  the 
bUJ  specifically  to  the  limitations  of  the  general 
law  concerning  the  compensation  of  public 
ministers,)  was  negatived — ^Mr.  Kmo,  of  New 
York,  having  expressed  the  opinion  that  they 
were  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  proposed  to 
amend  the  bill  by  adding  thereto  the  following 
proviso : 

"  Provided,  nevertheless,  That  no  money  shall  be 

.  drawn  &om  the  Treastuy  for  that  purpose  until  the 

President  shall  be  fully  satisfied  that  such  missions 

win  not  interrupt  the  friendly  relations  of  the  United 

States." 

And  the  question  being  taken  on  the  adop- 
tion of  this  amendment,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Chandler,  Eaton,  Holmes  of  Mis- 
sissippi, Lloyd,  Macon,  Euggles,  Smith,  Taylor,  and 
Williams  of  Mississippi — 9. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Benton,  Brown 
of  Louisiana,  Brown  of  Ohio,  Dickerson,  Findlay, 
Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New 
York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Morrill,  Palmer,  Par- 
rott,  Pleasants,  Eodney,  Seymour,  Stokes,  Talbot, 
Van  Buren,  Walker,  Ware,  and  WUliams  of  Tennes- 
see—28. 

Mr.  Eaton  proposed  to  amend  the  bUl  so 
that  the  President  should  not  appoint  any  Min- 
ister but  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  said  such  an  amend- 
ment could  not  be  necessary,  because  the  Oon- 
Btitntion  of  the  United  States  was  sufficiently 
explicit  on  the  subject.  It  was  only  in  appoint- 
ments that  become  vacant  during  the  recess 
that  the  President  was  authorized  to  exercise 
the  right  of  appointing  to  office.  In  original 
appointments,  where  there  had  not  been  an  in- 
cumbent of  the  office,  such  a  power  under  the 
constitution  did  not  attach  to  the  Executive, 
and  hence  could  not  be  exercised.  It  was  quite 
unnecessary,  therefore,  to  provide,  by  any  statu- 
tory provision,  for  that  which  was  already  suf- 
ficiently guarded  by  the  constitution. 

Mr  E.  was  aware  that  the  views  of  the  gen- 
tleman were  correct.  He  bad  no  doubt  but 
that  the  correct  meaning  of  the  constitution 
was  such  as  was  stated  by  Mr.  King ;  but,  how- 
ever this  fact  might  be,  it  was  not  to  be  dis- 
guised that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
had  by  the  course  he  had  pursued  on  a  former 
occasion,  manifested  a  different  understanding 
of  the  constitution.  Mr.  Madison  had  nomi- 
nated Ministers  to  negotiate  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate ;  and  these 
were  not  vacancies,  but  original  appointments. 
If  this  had  been  acquiesced  in  by  the  Senate, 
and  such  he  understood  had  been  the  case,  it 


might  be  considered  as  authority  for  the  Ex- 
ecutive to  adopt  that  course  again.  Such  a 
course  he  thought  unauthorized,  and  he  wished, 
by  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  proposed,  to 
say  so.  The  Senate  should  retain  the  powers 
that  belonged  to  it;  nor  was  it  less  material 
that  it  should  judge  of  the  merits  and  qualifica- 
tions of  those  who  might  be  appointed. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  remarked  that  the 
constitution  was  certainly  definite  enough  upon 
this  subject;  the «amendment  proposed  could 
not  make  it  more  so ;  and  he  was  altogether 
nnwifling,  where  the  rule  was  prescribed  al- 
ready by  an  instrument,  from  which  neither 
the  President  nor  this  body  had  a  right  to  de- 
part, to  attempt  either  to  enlarge  it,  or  to  de- 
clare what  should  or  should  not  be  its  true  con- 
struction. The  President  was  competent  to 
judge  of  this  matter  without  any  opinion  being 
offered  by  the  Senate. 

Some  remarks  were  offered  by  Messrs.  Walk- 
EE  and  Kma,  of  Alabama,  as  to  the  practice  of 
the  Senate,  the  intent  of  the  constitution,  &c. ; 
when 

Mr.  Eaton  observed,  that,  having  referred  to 
the  Executive  Journal  of  the  Senate,  from  which 
the  injunction  of  secrecy  had  been  removed,  he 
had  found  that  the  principle  acted  on  by  Mr. 
Madison,  in  relation  to  the  Ministers  who 
formed  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  had  not  been  ac- 
quiesced in,  but  had  been  protested  against  by 
the  Senate ;  it  was,  therefore,  not  to  be  viewed 
as  establishing  any  precedent,  and  he  would 
withdraw  the  amendment  he  had  offered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
biU  to  be  read  a  third  time,  and  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Benton,  Brown 
of  Louisiana,  Brown  of  Ohio,  Chandler,  Dickerson, 
Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson 
of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York, 
Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Morrill,  Noble,  Palmer,  Par- 
rott,  Pleasants,  Eodney,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Southard, 
Stokes,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  Van 
Dyke,  Walker,  Ware,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and 
Williams  of  Tennessee — 39. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Lloyd,  Macon,  and  Smith — 3. 


Tuesday,  April  30. 
Repeal  of  Florida  Territorial  Laws. 
Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  agreeably  to  notice, 
having  obtained  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  re- 
lieve the  people  of  Florida  from  the  operation 
of  certain  ordinances.  [This  bill  proposed  to 
repeal  the  ordinance  of  Governor  Jackson,  of 
July  18,  1821,  concerning  naturalization,  and 
the  ordinance  of  the  City  Council  of  St.  Augus- 
tine, of  October  19,  1821 ;  imposes  fines  and 
imprisonment  on  any  person  who  shall  here- 
after attempt  to  enforce  said  ordinance ;  and 
provides  for  refunding  to  the  people  of  Florida 
all  moneys  which  they  have  paid  under  said 
ordinances.]  The  biU  was  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
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United  States  Militia  Fines, 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  vesting  in 
the  respective  States  the  right  of  the  United 
States  to  all  fines  assessed  for  the  non-perform- 
ance of  militia  duty  during  the  last  war,  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  to- 
morrow. 

The  bill  making  an  appropriation  to  defray 
the  expense  of  missions  to  the  independent  na- 
tions of  the  American  continent,  was  read  the 
third  time,  passed,  and  returned  to  the  other 
House. 

Trade  with  British  West  Indies. 
'  Mr.  Kmo,  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  reported  the  following 
bin,  which  was  read : 

Se  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  on  satisfactory  evidence 
being  given  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
that  the  ports  in  the  islands,  or  colonies,  in  the  West 
Indies,  under  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain,  have 
been  opened  to  the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  the 
President  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  issue 
his  proclamation,  declaring  that  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  shall  thereafter  be  open  to  the  vessels 
of  Great  Britain,  employed  in  the  trade  and  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  such  islands  or 
colonies,  subject  to  such  reciprocal  rules  and  restric- 
tions as  the  President  of  the  United  States  may  by 
such  proclamation  make  and  publish,  any  thing  in 
the  laws,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  navigation," 
or  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to  an  act 
concerning  navigation,"  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  con- 
tinue in  force  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, and  no  longer. 

"Wednesday,  May  1. 
'     Trade  to  Norinay. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Peesident  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

In  the  Message  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  at  the 
commencement  of  their  present  session,  it  was  men- 
tioned that  the  Government  of  Norway  had  issued  an 
ordinance  for  admitting  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States  and  their  cargoes  into  the  ports  of  that  King- 
dom, upon  the  payment  of  no  other  or  higher  duties 
than  are  paid  by  Norwegian  vessels,  of  whatever  ar- 
ticles the  said  cargoes  may  consist,  and  from  what- 
ever ports  the  vessels  laden  with  them  may  come. 

In  communicating  this  ordinance  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  that  of  Norway  has  re- 
quested the  benefit  of  a  similar  and  reciprocal  pro- 
vision for  the  vessels  of  Norway,  and  their  cargoes, 
which  may  enter  the  ports  of  the  United  States. 

This  provision  being  within  the  competency  only 
of  the  legislative  authority  of  Congress,  I  communi- 
cate to  them,  herewith,  copies  of  the  communications 
received  from  the  Norwegian  Government  in  relation 
to  the  subject,  and  recommend  the  same  to  their  con- 
sideration. 

JAMES  MONEOE, 

Washisgtok,  May  1,  1822. 


The  Message  and  documents  were  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Vaccination.     . 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
repeal  the  act  concerning  vaccination  was  next 
resumed. 

Mr.  Llotd  laid  before  the  Senate  an  explanar 
tory  letter  fi'om  the  late  vaccine  agent,  (Dr. 
Smith,)  and  moved  that  the  bill  with  the  letter 
be  recommitted;  but,  after  some  debate,  this 
motion  was  lost. 

It  was  then  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  in- 
definitely ;  and  a  debate  of  considerable  dura- 
tion followed,  in  which  Messrs.  Moeeill,  Macon^ 
Lloyd,  Diokeesoit,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Eaton, 
and  others  took  part.  This  motion  was  also 
lost ;  and  then  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading,  by  the  following  vote  : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Benton,  Brown  of 
Louisiana,  Brown  of  Ohio,  Chandler,  Diokerson, 
Findlay,  Gaillard,  Hohnes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mis- 
sissippi, King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lan- 
man,  IJoyd,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Pleasants,  Rodney,  Smith, 
Stokes,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Van  Dyke,  Walker, 
Ware,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Williama  of  Ten- 
nessee— 29. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Eaton,  Edwards,  Knight,  Morrill, 
Parrott,  and  Euggles — 9. 

Duties  on  Fren/ih  Vessels. 

The  bin  in  addition  to  the  acts  concerning 
navigation,  having  been  previously  read  a  sec- 
ond time,  was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the 
"Whole. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  moved  the  addition 
of  the  following  section : 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  the 
event  of  the  signature  of  any  treaty  or  convention 
concerning  the  navigation  or  commerce  between  the 
United  States  and  France,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  should  ho 
deem  the  same  expedient,  by  proclamation,  to  sus- 
pend, until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  the 
operation  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  impose  a  new 
tonnage  duty  on  French  ships  and  vessels,  and  for 
other  pniposes ;"  and  also  to  suspend,  as  aforesaid,  all 
other  duties  on  French  vessels,  or  the  goods  imported 
in  the  same,  which  may  exceed  the  duties  on  Ameri- 
can vessels,  and  on  similar  goods  imported  in  the 
same. 

Mr.  King  remarked  that  this  section  was  in- 
tended to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  meet  France,  in  case  that  Government 
should,  before  the  next  session  of  Congress,  re- 
move the  existing  commercial  difficulties  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  by  repealing  what  was 
usually  termed  her  "  eighteen  dollar  act."  He 
did  not  say  what  probability  there  was  of  a  re- 
moval of  these  difficulties ;  he  could  only  say 
there  was  a  hope,  an  anxious  hope,  entertained 
for  their  removal— and,  should  that  event  hap- 
pily occur,  the  section  now  proposed  would 
enable  the  President  to  meet  promptly  any 
steps  which  France  might  take  towards  so  de- 
sirable an  end. 
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[Senate. 


The  amendment  was  adopted  ■without  objec- 
tion, and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

United  States  Militia  JFines. 

The  bill  vesting  in  the  respective  States  the 
right  of  the  United  States  to  all  fines  assessed 
for  the  non-performance  of  militia  duty  during 
the  late  war,  was  taken  np  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  The  biH  was  amended,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  FnTOLAT,  so  as  to  limit  it  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  after  a  short  discussion,  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

While  the  above  biU  was  under  discussion — 

Mr.  LowEBE  said,  that,  when  he  first  intro- 
duced this  bill,  he  had  given  an  abstract  of  some 
of  the  facts  and  principles  involved  in  it.  At 
that  time  he  had  intended,  when  the  bill  came 
np  for  consideration,  to  have  given  a  full  and 
detailed  exposition  of  the  whole  subject ;  but, 
as  the  session  was  so  near  a  close,  he  would 
limit  his  remarks  as  much  as  justice  to  the  sub- 
ject would  permit. 

The  United  States,  said  Mr.  L.,  could  not  have 
collected  these  fines  but  for  the  assistance  of  the 
State.  This  is  a  fact  to  which  I  wish  to  call 
the  particular  attention  of  the  Senate. 

At  the  time  these  delinquencies  happened, 
there  was  no  law  on  this  subject  but  the  act  of 
the  Congress  of  1795.  That  act  provided  for 
the  punishment  of  dehnquents  by  courts-mar- 
tial, but  did  not  specify  how,  when,  or  by  whom, 
such  courts-martial  should  be  selected  and  or- 
ganized. To  every  practical  purpose,  therefore, 
on  this  point,  the  act  of  Congress  was  a  dead 
letter,  and  any  individual,  with  a  knowledge  of 
this  circumstance,  might  set  at  defiance  every 
requisition  made  for  his  services  in  defence  of 
the  country. 

The  principles  of  law  which  govern  this  sub- 
ject are  now,  in  some  measure,  settled  by  the 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court.  The  distinction 
is  there  laid  down  and  supported,  between  an 
order  and  a  requisition.  If  the  Secretary  of 
"War,  under  the  authority  of  the  President,  issues 
an  order  to  any  oflBcer  holding  a  military  com- 
mission under  the  State  authority,  all  fines, 
arising  from  delinquencies  under  that  order, 
belong,  of  right,  to  the  United  States.  But  if  a 
requisition  is  made  to  the  Executive  of  the 
State,  the  fines  arising  from  deUnquencies  belong 
to  the  State. 

These  principles  have  also  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Executive  branch  of  this  Govern- 
ment, to  an  extent  sufficient  for  my  present 
object.  During  the  time  my  colleague  was 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  some  doubts  were 
entertained  whether  the  power  of  remitting 
these  fines  was  in  the  President  of  the  United 
States  or  the  executive  of  the  State.  On  the 
8th  January,  1818,  ia  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Commonwealth,  the  opinion  of  the 
President  was  requested  on  this  point.  To  this 
request  the  following  answer  was  given : 


"  Depaetment  op  State,  April  14,  1818. 

"  SiE  :  I  am  directed  in  answer  to  your  letter  of 
the  8th  Jannaiy  last,  to  state  to  yon,  as  the  opinion 
of  the  President,  that  the  powe*  of  remitting  the  fines, 
in  the  cases  referred  to  therein,  is  not  vested  in  him, 
hnt  in  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth. 

"As,  in  coming  to  this  conclnsion,  it  was  necessary 
to  give  a  particular  examination,  both  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  and  the  statute  of  Pennsylvania  re- 
lating to  the  subject,  and  as  it  was,  for  some  time,  ex- 
pected that  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  in  a  case  involving  the  question,  might 
have  rendered  any  further  proceedings,  on  the  part  of 
the  President,  in  relation  to  it,  unnecessary,  this  an- 
swer has  been,  much  to  his  regret,  delayed  until  this 
time.  In  communicating  it  to  you,  1  am  further  di- 
rected to  request  yon  would  manifest  to  the  Governor 
of  Pennsylvania,  the  high  satisfaction  he  has  taken  in 
remarking  the  promptitude  and  efficiency  with  which 
the  requisition  upon  the  Commonwealth,  on  the  occa- 
sion to  which  these  transactions  refer,  was  answered 
and  compUed  with,  and  the  hberal  and  patriotic  spirit 
with  which  the  State  contributed  her  support  to  the 
defence  of  the  country. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

"JOHN  QXnNCY  ADAMS." 

As  the  case  is  now  decided,  the  State  acted 
gratuitously,  in  placing  these  fines  at  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  General  Government.  But,  it  must 
be  recollected,  that,  at  that  period,  the  law  was 
not  settled.  When  the  militia  law  of  the  State 
passed,  in  1814,  I  was  then  iu  that  Legislature. 
This  very  provision  embarrassed  the  Legisla- 
ture; and  some  of  our  members  of  Congresa 
were  requested  to  procure  such  information  as 
was  at  Washington,  on  this  subject.  But  noth- 
ing satisfactory  was  received,  and  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  was  obliged  to  act  from  the 
best  lights  they  had.  It  wUl,  at  least,  be  ad- 
mitted, that  they  took  the  most  patriotic  side. 
It  was  no  part  of  the  policy  of  that  State  to 
discuss  principles  of  right  with  the  Federal 
Government,  when  the  enemy  was  at  the  door. 
The  Legislature,  by  the  act  of  1814,  supphed 
the  defect  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  1795,  and, 
lest  the  public  service  should  be  injured,  they 
agreed  to  your  unreasonable  provision,  that  the 
United  States  should  be  furnished  with  the  men, 
and  have  the  fines  besides. 


Wedkesdat,  May  8. 

Lead  Mine  Leases  on  the  Upper  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Benton,  of  Missouri,  asked  leave  to  sub- 
mit a  resolution,  founded  upon  the  Message  of 
the  President  received  last  night,  covering  a  re- 
port from  the  Ordnance  branch  of  the  War  De- 
partment, on  the  subject  of  lead  mine  leases  in 
the  valley  of  the  Mississippi.  He  would  ex- 
plain the  grounds  upon  which  the  resolution 
would  be  predicated.  The  Ordnance  report 
showed,  that  a  set  of  rules  had  been  adopted  for 
leases  of  lead  mines,  in  virtue  of  a  supposed 
power  in  the  act  of  Congress,  of  March  3d,  1807. 
Mr.  B.  was  of  opinion  that  the  act  did  not  in 
feet,  nor  could  not  ia  law,  impart  such  power. 
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The  lead  mines  were  national  property,  and,  as 
such,  it  belonged  to  Congress  alone  to  make 
rules  for  their  disposition.  He  referred  to  the 
constitution,  and  contended  that  Congress  could 
not,  if  it  would,  devolve  upon  others  the  power 
which  that  instrument  had  given  to  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  alone,  to  dispose  of  the 
national  property.  The  report  also  showed  that 
two  leases  (provisionally)  for  160  acres  each, 
upon  the  application  of  the  honorable  Riohaed 
M.  JoHNSOSf,  had  been  made  this  winter  to 
Messrs.  J.  Johnson  and  others,  of  Kentucky,  to 
be  taken  where  the  lessees  please,  between  Lake 
Michigan  and  the  Mississippi  Eiver,  to  endure 
for  three  years,  with  the  right  of  renewal,  free 
of  rent  for  two  years,  and  paying  one-tenth  of 
the  ore  raised  on  the  third,  and  a  stipulation 
about  paying  for  improvements.  The  lease 
purported  to  be  conditional,  but  seemed  to  be  in 
a  train  of  execution.  The  lessees  were  authorized 
forthwith  to  make  their  selection  and  go  to 
work.  An  officer  of  artillery  (Lieutenant  Bur- 
dine)  had  been  ordered  to  meet  the  lessees  at 
the  Great  Crossings,  in  Kentucky,  on  the  first 
of  March,  and  proceed  with  them  to  select  the 
mine.  A  small  detachment  of  regular  troops 
were  to  give  them  support  and  countenance. 
Three  Indian  agents  have  been  directed  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  to  proceed  with  the 
lessees,  to  explain  to  the  Indians  the  views  of 
the  Government  in  making  the  leases,  and  se- 
curing the  lessees  in  the  uninterrupted  prosecu- 
tion of  the  work.  Mr.  B.  took  two  objections 
to  these  leases : 

1.  Disadvantageous  to  the  Eepublic. 

2.  niegal. 

First.  Disadvantageous,  he  said,  because  the 
mines  intended  to  be  covered  by  the  lease  were 
worth  an  immense  sum,  and  were  parted  with 
for  a  song.  The  leases  would  be  located  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  between  Ouisconsin 
and  Rock  River.  Mr.  B.  showed  a  table  of  the 
Indian  trade  at  St.  Louis,  in  1816,  which  ex- 
hibited the  quantity  of  180,000  pounds  weight 
of  lead  sold  by  the  Indians  from  these  mines,  to 
the  fur  traders.  He  referred  to  Mr.  Bracken- 
ridge's  Views  of  Louisiana,  page  65,  to  show 
that,  in  1811,  the  same  item  amounted  to  500,- 
000  pounds  weight.  At  five  cents  a  pound,  the 
average  price  at  St.  Louis,  the  first  of  these 
quantities  would'  command  $9,000,  and  the  sec- 
and  $25,000.  Mr.  B.  said,  that  the  richness  of 
these  mines  was  known  to  everybody  at  St. 
Louis,  and  if  there  let  out  at  auction,  to  the 
highest  bidder,  upon  due  notice,  would  have 
commanded  an  immense  sum. 

Second.  These  leases  were  illegal,  because 
the  act  of  1807,  upon  which  the  lessor  relied, 
was  special,  and  would  exclude  the  present 
lessees.  Mr.  B.  read  the  act,  and  argued  that  it 
did  not  extend  to  the  whole  United  States,  but 
'  only  to  territory  ceded  by  foreign  powers, 
(Louisiana,)  or  by  some  State.  The  mines  in 
question  were  on  the  Virginia  cession,  and 
would  not  exclude  the  lessees  upon  that  limita- 
tion.   But  there  was  another,  which  applied  to 


the  persons  capable  of  taking  the  lease,  which 
would  exclude  them.  The  lessor  relied  upon 
the  proviso  to  the  2d  section,  (volume  4,  Laws 
U.  S.,  page  119.)  That  proviso  has  relation 
back  to  the  persons  described  in  the  preceding 
part ;  and  they  must  be,  1st,  persons  settled 
upon  a  half  section  of  land  at  the  time  of  the 
cession;  2d,  settled  there  at  the  time  of  the 
passing  of  the  act,  (3d  March,  1807 ;)  3d,  and 
who  should  apply  for  the  lease  before  the  1st  of 
January,  1808.  To  "such  applicant,"  when 
the  half  section  includes  a  lead  mine,  the  Presi- 
dent may  "  grant  permission  to  work  the  same," 
and  cause  "  such  mine"  to  be  leased  for  a  term 
not  exceeding  three  years. 

Mr.  B.  said,  the  present  lessees  were  exclud- 
ed upon  all  three  of  these  limitations.  They 
were  Kentuckians,  who  never  did  reside  upon 
the  half  section,  and  did  not  apply  for  their 
lease  till  the  winter  of  1821-'2.  Mr.  B.  said 
that  Congress  had  twice  shown  that  they  un- 
derstood the  act  as  he  did — in  1816,  when  they 
re-enacted  this  section  for  one  year,  and  took 
in  the  persons  then  settled,  and  who  should  ap- 
ply before  the  1st  day  of  September,  1817; 
and  in  1817,  when  the  same  section  was  con- 
tinued open  for  settlers  till  the  4th  day  of 
March,  1818.  He  said  the  United  States  Su- 
preme Court,  in  the  late  Territory  of  Missouri, 
had  decided  the  same  way.  He,  Mr.  B.,  was 
counsel  for  Wilson,  and  others,  sued  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  United  States  for  about  $25,000  of 
rent  for  leases  under  the  act  of  1807.  He  de- 
murred for  want  of  power  in  the  lessor,  and  the 
plaintiff  was  amerced,  pro  faho  clamore  suo. 
Many  leases  had  been  made  in  Missouri.  He 
never  heard  of  but  one  who  paid,  Partenai,  a 
Frenchman,  who  paid  $2,300  on  the  first  lease, 
as  Mr.  B.  had  been  informed. 

Mr.  B.  said,  there  was  another  consideration 
connected  with  this  lease — the  illegality  and 
disadvantage  of  it  out  of  the  question — the  In- 
dians would  appear  as  a  party,  under  circum- 
stances of  powerful  appeal  to  the  justice  of  the 
American  Government.  They  claim  these 
mines.  They  are  weak — ^we  are  strong.  They 
have  the  possession — we  have  the  words  of  a 
treaty.  Mr.  B.  would  state  the  case  as  fairly 
as  he  could  for  both  parties.  In  1804  the  Sacs 
and  Foxes  ceded  the  country  between  the  Ouis- 
consin and  Rock  River  (including  the  mines  in 
question)  to  the  United  States ;  the  Chippewas, 
Ottawas,  and  Potawatamies,  disputed  their 
title.  In  1816  a  treaty  was  held  with  the  three 
latter  tribes,  and  the  dispute  with  the  United 
States  was  compromised  by  a  division  of  the 
disputed  tract :  a  line  was  agreed  upon  to  run 
west  from  the  south  end  of  Lake  Michigan  to 
the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi;  the  United 
States  taking  what  was  to  the  south,  and  the 
three  tribes  taking  that  which  was  to  the  north, 
with  the  exception  of  one  reserve  of  three 
leagues  square,  to  include  the  fort  at  Prairie  du 
Chien,  and  witlithe  reserve  of  "such  other 
tracts  at  or  near  the  Ouisconsin  and  Missis- 
sippi, as  the  President  may  think  proper  to  re- 
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serve;  sucli  tracts  not  eaoeeding  five  leagues 
square."  (6  vol.  Laws  United  States,  page 
310.)  The  question,  as  it  concerns  the  Indians, 
said  Mr.  B.,  arises  out  of  the  last  reserve.  The 
tracts  are  not  designated ;  it  is  left  to  the  Presi- 
dent. The  Indians  deny  that  they  intended 
that  the  mines  should  tie  taken,  and  have  often 
threatened  to  kill  any  white  people  who  should 
attempt  to  work  them.  It  is  clear  that  an  op- 
position is  now  apprehended,  for  the  present 
lessees  are  accompanied  by  a  triumvirate  of 
pacificators  to  quiet  the  In^ans,  and  a  military 
demonstration  to  overawe  them.  Mr.  B.  thought 
that  the  lessees  ought  to  he  arrested,  if  not  for 
the  enormous  injury  done  the  Republic  in  the 
lease,  at  least  for  its  illegality  and  severity  to- 
wards the  Indians. 

Mr.  B.  apologized  for  troubling  the  Senate  at 
the  last  moment  of  the  session.  He  could  not 
do  it  sooner.  The  report  was  only  received  the 
night  before,  and  he  could  not  resist  a  sense  of 
duty  which  compelled  him  to  lay  a  resolution 
on  the  table.  Mr.  B.  then  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to'  lie  on  the  table : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  tlie  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  legality  of  the  Lead 
Mine  leases  made  with  James  Johnson,  and  others, 
of  Kentucky,  communicated  to  the  Senate  in  the 
President's  Message  of  May  7th. 

Mr.  Edwaeds,  of  Illinois,  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  President :  Since  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Missouri  (Mr.  BentojSt)  has  thought 
proper,  at  this  late_period  of  the  session,  to 
bring  this  subject  before  the  Senate,  and  to  sub- 
mit a  resolution,  which  it  is  now  impossible  to 
act  upon,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say  that,  if  the 
impatience  of  gentlemen  to  adjourn  did  not  pre- 
clude all  hope  of  commanding  attention  to  a 
dry,  legal  investigation,  I  think  I  could  most 
satisfactorily  demonstrate  that  the  construction 
which  the  gentleman  has  given  to  the  law  of 
1807,  and  irom  which  he  infers  the  illegality 
of  the  leases  referred  to  in  his  resolution,  is 
most  palpably  erroneous. 

That  his  is  opposed  to  the  contemporaneous 
and  practical  construction  which  has  been  given 
to  the  law,  by  all  those  whose  duty  it  has  been 
to  execute  it,  is  plainly  to  be  inferred,  even  from 
the  fact  stated  by  himself,  "  that  many  leases 
under  it  had  been  made  in  Missouri." 

The  same  construction,  however,  has  uni- 
formly governed  in  a  variety  of  other  cases  of 
the  greatest  notoriety.  That  the  nation  has 
sanctioned  it,  is  evident,  not  only  ffom  its  ac- 
quiescence, for  the  last  fifteen  years,  in  all  those 
cases,  but  from  positive  acts  of  legislation  in  re- 
lation to  some  of  them,  and  particularly  to  that 
of  the  "Wabash  Saline,  in  Illinois. 

The  clause  of  the  law  to  which  the  gentleman 
refers,  embraces  "  salt  springs  "  as  weU  as  "  lead 
mines,"  and  the  authority  to  lease  the  one,  with 
every  limitation  prescribed,  equally  applies  to 
the  other.  The  duty  of  executing  this  law,  un- 
til very  recently,  appertained  to  the  Treasury 
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Department,  the  records  of  which  will  prove 
that  all  the  distinguished  gentlemen  who  have 
presided  over  that  Department,  and  every  Pres- 
ident, since  the  3d  Mai-ch,  1807,  have  sanction- 
ed, or  exercised  the  power,  now,  for  the  first 
time,  discovered  to  be  a  usm-pation. 

The  first  lease  of  the  Wabash  Saline  was  exe- 
cuted by  Governor  Harrison,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  Gallatin,  to  Kentuokians.  All  the 
subsequent  leases  of  it  were  executed  by  myself, 
under  the  direction  ^f  the  same  gentleman,  and 
his  successors  in  office.  By  his  directions,  also, 
I  leased  a  large  body  of  land,  including  a  lead 
mine,  in  Illinois,  to  William  Ficklen,  of  Ken- 
tucky. In  1816  or '17,  leases  were  made  of  a 
salt  spring  on  Big  Muddy  Kiver.  in  Illinois,  and 
of  the  very  mines  referred  to  by  the  resolution 
submitted  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  which 
were  vastly  more  extensive,  and  less  guarded 
than  those  now  objected  to,  and  I  presume  all 
those  leases  may  be  found  in  the  Treasury  De- 
partment. Other  similar  instances  might  be  re- 
ferred to,  but,  sir,  it  would  be  but  a  useless 
waste  of  time  to  multiply  the  evidences  of  the 
universally  received  construction  and  practical 
exposition  that  has  been  uniformly  given  to  this 
law. 

But,  Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  E.,  were  this  a 
case  of  the  first  impression,  there  is  nothing, 
either  in  the  letter,  or  intention  of  the  law,  to 
warrant  the  gentleman's  construction.  The 
law  is  entitled  "  An  act  to  prevent  settlements 
being  made  on  land  ceded  to  the  United  States, 
until  authorized  by  law."  Its  provisions  accord 
well  with  its  title,  some  of  them  containing 
severe  prohibitions  against  unlawful,  and  others 
prescribing  the  means  of  obtaining  authorized 
settlements.  In  the  latter  it  was  declared  that 
all  persons  settled  upon  public  land,  at  the  time 
of  the  passage  of  the  act,  who  should,  at  any 
time  prior  to  the  first  of  January  following,  ap- 
ply to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  &c.,  for 
that  purpose,  should  obtain  permission  to  oc- 
cupy their  settlements,  as  tenants  at  the  will  of 
the  Government,  spon  certsiin  specified  condi- 
tions, with  the  exception,  however,  of  all  tracts 
of  land,  including  lead  mines,  or  salt  springs. 
To  tracts  of  this  description  the  power  of  the 
Register  did  not  extend.  Nor  was  it  intended  to 
secure  to  the  settlers  the  benefit  of  any  settle- 
ments thereon.  These  tracts  were  expressly 
reserved  for  the  disposition  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  by  a  proviso  in  the  following 
words,  viz :  "  That  in  aH  cases  where  the  tract 
of  land  applied  for  includes  either  a  lead  mine 
or  salt  spring,  no  permission  to  work  the  same 
shall  be  granted,  without  the  approbation  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  who  is  hereby 
authorized  to  cause  such  mines  or  springs  to  be 
leased  for  a  term  not  exceeding  three  years,  and 
on  such  conditions  as  he  shall  think  proper." 

The  gentleman  from  Missouri  says,  "  this  pro- 
viso has  relation  back  to  the  persons  described 
in  the  preceding  part."  It  has,  indeed,  such 
"  relation  back  "  to  those  persons,  so  far  as  to 
negative  and  exclude  the  exclusive  claim,  on 
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their  part,  for  ■which  he  oontendg,  and  to  limit 
the  power  of  the  register.  But  it  has  also  a  re- 
lation forward,  as  a  distinct  substantive  grant 
of  power  to  the  President,  to  lease  all  such 
"  mines  and  salt  springs,"  without  any  of  the 
limitations  imposed  upon  the  register,  as  to  per- 
sons, "  for  the  tenn  of  three  years,  on  such  con- 
ditions as  he  shall  think  proper." 

The  provisions  in  relation  to  the  permission 
to  be  granted  to  the  settlers,  were  to  expire,  by 
their  own  limitation,  within  a  short  time. 
Those  settlers  could  claim  no  benefit,  under  the 
law,  after  the  first  day  of  the  next  succeeding 
January.  The  power  to  lease  the  lead  mines 
and  salt  springs  for  the  term  of  three  years, 
with  the  latitude  of  discretion  allowed  to  the 
President,  contemplated  regulations  of  a  per- 
manent character,  to  be  executed  aa  well  after 
as  before  the  first  day  of  January,  and  must  be 
considered  wholly  independent  of  any  claims 
which  the  intruders  upon  public  land — the  vio- 
lators of  a  law  of  the  TJnited  States — could  have 
upon  the  Government. 

But,  though  the  gendeman  admits  that  those 
mines  are  "  national  property,"  and  complains 
most  bitterly  of  the  immense  sacrifice  of  the 
public  interest,  in  the  two  leases  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  each,  that  are  the  subject  of  his 
denunciation ;  yet,  he  contends  that  the  Presi- 
dent's power  of  leasing  is  confined  exclusively 
to  the  squatters  that  happen  to  be  on  mineral 
lands.  How,  let  me  ask,  would  the  public  in- 
terest be  better  consulted  by  enforcing  such  an 
unreasonable  limitation?  There  is  none  such 
annexed  to  the  power  granted  to  the  President, 
and  no  implication  can  warrant  it ;  for  there  is 
nothing  to  induce  us  to  believe  that  those 
squatters  were  such  feyorites  that  the  legisla- 
ture intended  to  secure  to  them  the  exclusive 
privilege  of  leasing,  and  that,  too,  without  the 
possibility  of  competition,  the  valuable  mines 
which  the  gentleman  has  described,  and  to 
which  every  other  citizen  of  the  United  States 
had  an  equal  claim. 

The  gentleman,  however,  has  satisfied  him- 
self that  Congress  has  given  a  legislative  con- 
struction to  the  law  conformably  to  his  own ; 
for,  says  he,  "  Congress  had  twice  shown  that 
they  understood  the  act  as  he  did — ^in  1816, 
when  they  re-enacted  this  section  for  one  year, 
and  took  in  the  persons  then  settled,  who  should 
apply  before  the  1st  day  of  September,  1817;  and 
in  1817,  when  the  same  section  was  continued 
open  to  the  settlers  till  the  4th  day  of  March, 
1818."  But  here,  sir,  said  Mr.  E.,  the  gentle- 
man labors  under  a  great  mistake.  In  neither 
of  these  laws  is  the  section  referred  to  re-enacted. 
They  provide  temporarily  for  settlers  only,  and 
extend  to  them  all  the  rights,  privileges,  or 
benefits,  that  had  been  or  were  intended  to  be 
granted  to  others  in  the  Hke  situation.  The 
proviso  in  these  laws  is  in  the  following  words, 
viz :  "  That  in  all  cases  where  the  tract  of  land 
applied  for  includes  either  a  lead  mine  or  salt 
spring,  no  permission  to  work  the  same  shall 
be   granted  without  the  approbation  of  the 


President  of  the  United  States."  But  that  part 
of  the  section,  in  the  law  of  1807,  which  con- 
fers upon  the  President  the  power  of  leasing 
lead  mines  and  salt  springs,  is  not  re-enacted, 
doubtless  because  it  was  not  intended  to  be 
temporary,  or  to  apply  exclusively  to  the  set- 
tlers, as  the  gentleman  supposes.  [Here  Mr. 
Edwards,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Kisro,  of 
New  York,  gave  way  for  a  motion  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table.] 

Acyo-umment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee 
to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  notify  him  that,  unless  he  may  have  farther 
communications  to  make  to  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress,  th^y  are  ready  to  adjourn,  and  con- 
cun-ed  therein.  And  Mr.  King,  of  New  York, 
and  Mr.  MAooif,  were  appointed  the  committee 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  from  the  joint  com- 
mittee, reported  that  they  had  waited  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  who  informed 
them  that  he  had  no  further  communications  to 
make  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

A  message  was  then  received  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  notifying  the  Senate,  that 
the  House,  having  finished  the  business  before 
them,  are  about  to  adjourn. 

The  Secretary  was  then  directed  to  inform 
the  House,  that  the  Senate,  having  finished  the 
business  before  them,  are  about  to  adjourn. 
Whereupon,  the  Peesident  adjourned  the  Sen- 
ate without  day. 


EXECUTIVE  PROCEEDINGS. 

Military  Organization. 
In  Senate  of  the  United  States, 

April,  30,  1822. 
Ordered,  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  be  re- 
moved  from   the  following    proceedings  and 
documents,  and  that  they  be  printed. 


Monday,  Jannaiy  22, 1822. 
The  following  written  Mess^e  was  received 
from  the  Peesident  or  the  United  States  : 

To  the  SeruOe  of  the  United  JStatee : 

I  nominate  the  persons  wliose  names  are  stated  in 
the  enclosed  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  for 
the  appointments  therein  respectively  proposed  for 
them. 

The  changes  in  the  army,  growing  out  of  the  act 
of  the  2d  of  March,  1821,  "To  reduce  and  fix  the 
Military  Peace  Establishment  of  the  United  States," 
are  exhibited  in  the  official  register  for  the  year  1822, 
herewith  submitted  for  the  information  of  the  Senate. 

UniJer  the  late  organization  of  the  artillery  arm, 
with  the  exception  of  the  colonel  of  the  regiment  ol 
light  aitiUeiy,  there  were  no  grades  higher  than  lien- 
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tenant-colonel  recognized.  Three  of  the  fonr  colonels 
ot  artillery  provided  for  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  tho 
2d  of  March,  1821,  were  considered,  therefore,  as 
original  vacancies,  to  be  filled,  as  the  good  of  the 
service  might  dictate,  from'  the  army  corps. 

The  pay  department  being  considered  as  a  part  of 
the  Military  Establishment,  and  within  the  meaning 
of  the  above-recited  act  constituting  one  of  the  corps 
of  the  army,  the  then  Paymaster  General  was  ap- 
pointed colonel  of  one  of  the  regiments.  A  contrary 
constmotion,  which  would  have  limited  the  corps 
specified  in  the  12th  section  of  the  act  to  the  line  of 
the  Army,  would  equally  have  excluded  all  the  other 
branches  of  the  staff,  as  well  as  that  of  the  pay  de- 
partment, which  was  expressly  comprehended  among 
those  to  be  reduced.  Such  a  construction  did  not 
seem  to  be  authorized  by  the  act,  since,  by  its  general 
terms,  it  was  inferred  to  have  been  intended  to  give  a 
power  of  sufficient  extent  to  make  the  reduction,  by 
which  so  many  were  to  be  disbanded,  operate  with  as 
little  inconvenience  as  possible  to  the  parties.  Act- 
ing on  these  views,  and  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Board  of  General  Officers,  who  were  called  in,  on 
account  of  their  knowledge  and  experience,  to  aid  the 
Executive  in  so  delicate  a  service,  I  thought  it  prop- 
er to  appoint  Colonel  Towson  to  one  of  the  new 
regiments  of  artillery,  it  being  a  corps  in  which  he 
had  eminently  distinguished  himself,  and  acquired 
great  knowledge  and  experience  in  the  late  war. 

In  reconciling  conflicting  claims,  provision  for  four 
officers  of  distinction  could  only  be  made,  in  grades 
inferior  to  those  which  they  formerly  held.  Their 
names  are  submitted,  with  the  nomination  for  the 
brevet  rank  of  the  grades  from  which  they  were  sever- 
ally reduced. 

It  is  proper,  also,  to  observe  that,  as  it  was  found 
difficult,  in  executing  the  act,  to  retain  each  officer  in 
the  corps  to  which  he  belonged,  the  power  of  trans- 
ferring officers  from  one  corps  to  another  was  reserved 
in  the  general  orders  published  in  the  register,  till  the 
1st  day  of  January  last,  in  order  that,  upon  vacancies 
occurring,  those  who  had  been  put  out  of  their  proper 
corps  might,  as  far  as  possible,  be  restored  to  it  Un- 
der this  reservation,  and  in  conformity  to  the  power 
vested  in  the  Executive  by  the  1st  section  of  the  75th 
article  of  the  general  regulations  of  the  Army,  ap- 
proved by  Congress  at  the  last  session,  on  the  resigna- 
tion of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mitchell,  of  the  corps  of 
artillery,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lindsay,  who  had  be- 
longed to  this  corps  before  the  late  reduction,  was 
transferred  back  to  it,  in  the  same  grade.  As  an  ad- 
ditional motive  to  the  transfer,  it  had  the  effect  of 
preventing  Lieutenant-Colonel  Taylor  and  Major 
Woolley  being  reduced  to  lower  grades  than  those 
which  they  held  before  the  reduction,  and  Captain 
Cobb  from  being  disbanded  under  the  act.  These 
circumstances  were  considered  as  constituting  an  ex- 
traordinary case,  within  the  meaning  of  the  section 
already  referred  to  of  the  regulations  of  the  Army. 
It  is,  however,  submitted  to  the  Senate  whether  this 
is  a  case  requiring  their  confirmation — and,  in  case 
such  should  be  their  opinion,  it  is  submitted  to  them 
for  their  constitutional  confirmation. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  January  17,  1822. 


Fbidat,  March  8. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Beitton,  Resolved,  That 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  instructed 


to  make  a  report  to  the  Senate,  showing  the 
number  of  the  Colonels  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  on  the  2d  of  March,  1821,  their 
names,  dates  of  commission,  and  corps.  Also, 
showing  the  number  of  Colonels  in  service  un- 
der the  Peace  Establishment  of  1821,  their 
names,  the  highest  grade  before  held  by  them, 
the  date  of  that  commission,  and  the  corps  to 
which  they  belonged,  if  attached  to  any  corps. 
Also,  showing  the  number  of  Adjutant  and  In- 
spector Generals  in  %ervice  on  the  said  2d  of 
March,  their  names,  the  highest  lineal  rank  pre- 
viously held  by  each  in  the  United  States  Army, 
and  tlie  date  of"  that  commission.  Also,  show- 
ing the  number  of  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
Generals  in  service  under  the  Peace  Establish- 
ment of  1821,  their  names,  the  highest  lineal 
rank  previously  held  by  them,  and  the  date  of 
commission.  Also  a  list  of  all  transfers  and 
promotions  made  under  or  since  the  said  act  of 
March  2,  showing  the  names,  grades,  dates  of 
commissions,  and  corps  to  which  each  belonged 
at  the  time  of  the  transfer  or  promotion,  and  the 
office  to  which  transferred  or  promoted.  Also, 
showing  the  highest  lineal  rani  held  by  Colonel 
E.  Butler  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  at 
any  time  before  the  said  2d  of  March,  the  time 
when,  and  his  rank  when  he  may  have  quit  the 
line  of  the  Army ;  and  the  grade  and.  date  of 
commission  of  Major  William  Bradford,  at  the 
time  aforesaid. 


Wednesday,  March  13. 
Mr.  WiLUAMS,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  Message  of  the  21st  of  January  nom- 
inating to  promotions  and  appointments  in  the 
Army,  made  the  following  report,  which  was 
read : 

That  Colonel  Towson,  on  the  '2d  day  of  March, 
1821,  was  Paymaster  General ;  that  he  held  neither 
rank  nor  command  in  the  Army ;  and,  not  belonging 
to  any  corps  of  the  Army,  the  President  had  no  power, 
under  the  law  reducing  and  fixing  the  Military  Peace 
Establishment,  to  arrange  him  to  the  command  of 
one  of  the  regiments  retained  in  service  by  said  act. 

The  committee  fiirther  report,  that  Colonel  Gads- 
den, on  the  2d  of  March,  1821,  was  one  of  the  two 
Inspector  Generals  of  the  Army,  both  of  whom  were 
retained  in  service  by  the  act  reducing  the  Army ; 
that  there  were  two  Adjutant  Generals  in  service,  one 
of  whom  was  retained  in  service ;  and  the  President 
was  not  "authorized  to  dismiss  both  of  them,  and  re- 
tain Colonel  Gadsden  as  Adjutant  General. 

The  committee  fiirther  report,  that  Colonel  Fen- 
wick,  on  the  2d  of  March,  1821,  was  Lieutenant 
Colonel  of  the  light  artillery ;  that,  by  appointing  him 
to  the  command  of  one  of  the  regiments  of  artillery, 
it  win  disband,  as  supemnmeraiy,  a  full  colonel,  who, 
by  the  terms  of  the  law  of  the  2d  March,  1821,  was 
entitled  to  be  retained.  The  conmaittee,  therefore, 
recommend  that  the  Senate  do  not  advise  and  con- 
sent to  the  nomination  of  Colonel  Fenwick. 

The  committee  further  report,  that  Generals  Ma- 
comb and  Atkinson,  Majors  Bradford  and  Dalliba, 
are  nominated  to  grades  below  the  rank  they  for- 
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merly  held  in  the  Army ;  that  the  principle  of  razee 
was  recognized  hy  the  Senate  on  the  reduction  of  the 
Army,  in  1815  ;  and,  under  the  authority  of  that 
precedent,  the  committee  recommend  that  the  last 
four  mentioned  nominations  be  confirmed. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee, 
pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  the  8th  instant,  re- 
ported the  Army  Register  of  May  17,  1821 ; 
which  was  read. 


Thuesdat,  March  14. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  nomina- 
tion of  Nathan  Towson  to  appointment  in  the 
Army,  as  contained  in  the  message  of  the  21st 
January,  and,  after  debate,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 


Fkidat,  March  15. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
nomination  of  Nathan  Towson;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, ordered  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 


Sattjedat,  March  16. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
nomination  of  Nathan  Towson;  and,  on  the 
question,  "  Will  the  Senate  adyise  and  consent 
to  this  appointment?"  it  was  determined  as 
follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown  of  Louisiana, 
Brown  of  Ohio,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Holmes  of 
Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louisi- 
ana, King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Knight, 
Lamnan,  Mills,  Otis,  Parrott,  Southard,  Stokes,  and 
Talbot— 19. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Boardman,  Chan- 
dler, DTVolf,  Dickerson,  EUiott,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Morrill,  Palmer,  Pleas- 
ants, Kuggles,  Seymour,  Smith,  Taylor,  ThomaSiVan 
Dyke,  Walker,  Ware,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and 
Williams  of  Tennessee — 25. 

So  it.  was  resolved,  that  the  Senate  do  not 
advise  and  consent  to  the  appointment  of  Nathan 
Towson,  to  be  Colonel  of  the  second  regiment 
of  artillery. 


Monday,  March  18. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  nomina- 
tion of  James  Gadsden  to  be  Adjutant  General, 
contained  in  the  message  of  the  21st  January ; 
and,  after  debate,  the  Senate  adjourned.  ' 


Thuesdat,  March  21. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
nomination  of  James  Gadsden  to  be  Adjutant 
General,  contained  in  the  Message  of  the  21st 
January;  and  on  the  question,  "  Will  the  Sen- 
ate advise  and  consent  to  this  appointment  ?" 
it  was  determined  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown  of  Louisiana, 
Brown  of  Ohio,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Holmes  of 
Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louisi- 


ana, King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Knight, 
Lanman,  Mills,  Otis,  Parrott,  Southard,  Stokes,  and 
Williams  of  Mississippi — 19. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Boardman,  Chan- 
dler, DWolf,  Dickerson,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Macon,  Morrill,  Noble,  Palmer,  Pleasants,  Seymour, 
Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Van  Bnren,  Van 
Dyke,  Walker,  Ware,  andWilliamsof  Tennessee— 23. 

So  it  was  resolved,  that  the  Senate  do  not 
advise  and  consent  to  the  appointment  of  James 
Gadsden  to  be  Adjutant  General 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  nom- 
ination of  Alexander  Macomb,  to  be  Colonel  of 
the  Corps  of  Engineers,  contained  in  the  last- 
mentioned  message ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Smith,  ordered,  that  the  question,  "WUl  the 
Senate  advise  and  consent  to  this  appoint- 
ment?" be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

On  motion,  ordered,  that  the  nomination  lie 
on  the  table. 


Feidat,  March  22. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
nominations  to  promotions  and  appointments 
in  the  Army,  as  contained  in  the  message  of 
the  21st  January,  and  not  before  acted  on. 

On  the  question,  "Will  the  Senate  advise 
and  consent  to  the  appointment  of  Alexander 
Macomb  to  be  Colonel  of  Engineers,  with  the 
brevet  rank  of  Brigadier  General  ?" 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for,  and 
the  vote  was  taken  on  the  first  member  thereof, 
which  was  determined  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Boardman,  Brown  of 
Louisiana,  Brown  of  Ohio,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  EUiott, 
Findlay,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lan- 
man, Macon,  MiUs,  MorriU,  Parrott,  Pleasants, 
Southard,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Van  Bnren,  Van  Dyke, 
Walker,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee — 26. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Chandler,  D'Wolf, 
GajUard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggles, 
Seymour,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thomas,  and  Ware — 14. 

The  vote  was  taken  on  the  second  member 
of  the  said  question,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Brown  of  Louis- 
iana, Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Findlay,  Holmes  of 
Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louis- 
iana, King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lanman, 
Macon,  Mills,  Morrill,  Otis,  Parrott,  Pleasants,  Sey- 
mour, Southard,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Van  Buren,  Van 
Dyke,  Walker,  Ware,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee— 
28. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Benton,  Boardman,  Brown  of  Ohio, 
Chandler,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Gaillard,  Hohnes  of 
Maine,  Knight,  Noble,  Pahner,  Ruggles,  Smith, 
Taylor,  and  Thomas — 15. 

So  it  was  resolved,  that  the  Senate  do  advise 
and  consent  to  the  appointment  of  Alexander 
Macomb,  agreeable  to  the  nomination. 

On  the  question,  "Will  the  Senate  advise 
and  consent  to  the  appointment  of  Henry 
Atkinson,  to  be  Colonel  of  the  sixth  regiment 
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of  infantry,  with  the  brevet  rank  of  Brigadier 
General  2" 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for,  and 
the  vote  was  taken  on  the  first  member  thereof 
and  determined  as  follows : 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Barbonr,  Boardman,  Brown  of 
Xotdsiana,  Brown  of  Ohio,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards, Elliott,  Findlay,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  John- 
son of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Kirig  of  Ala- 
bama, King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Laranan,  Macon, 
Mills,  MoiriU,  Otis,  Parrott,  Pleasants,  Southard, 
Stokes,  Talbot,  Van  Bnren,  Van  Dyke,  Walker,  and 
Williams  of  Tennessee — 29. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Chandler,  D'Wolf, 
GaiUard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Euggles, 
Seymour,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thomas,  and  Ware — 14. 

And  the  second  member  of  the  question  hav- 
ing been  agreed  to,  it  was  resolved,  that  the 
Senate  do  advise  and  consent  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  Henry  Atkinson,  agreeably  to  the  nom- 
ination. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider,  sepa- 
rately, the  nominations  contained  in  said  mes- 
sage, which  had  not  been  finally  acted  on ;  and, 
resolved,  that  they  do  advise  and  consent  to  the 
said  appointments  agreeably  to  the  nominations, 
respectively,  with  the  exception  of  Samuel  B. 
Archer,  Daniel  Parker,  J.  E.  Fenwick,  and 
WiOiam  Bradford ;  which  were,  on  motion,  or- 
dered to  be  postponed  to  Tuesday  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  to  reconsider  the 
vote  of  yesterday  on  the  nomination  of  James 
Gadsden,  it  was  determined  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown  of  Louisiana, 
Brown  of  Ohio,  Chandler,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliott, 
Findlay,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
New  York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Mills,  Noble,  Otis,  Par- 
rott, Smith,  Southard,  Stokes,  Williams  of  Mississip- 
pi—23. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Boardman,  D'Wolf, 
Dickerson,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Macon,  Mor- 
rill, Palmer,  Pleasants,  Buggies,  Seymour,  Talbot, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Walker, 
Ware,  and  Williamson  of  Tennessee — 21.   _, 

On  the  question,  "  WiU  the  Senate  advise 
and  consent  to  the  appointment  of  James  Gads- 
den to  be  Adjutant  General?"  it  was  deter- 
mined as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbonr,  Brown  of  Louisiana, 
Brown  of  Ohio,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Findlay, 
Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  John- 
son of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New 
York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Mills,  Otis,  Parrott,  Smith, 
Sonthard,  Stokes,  Williams  of  Mississippi — 21. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Boardman,  Chan- 
dler, D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  GaUlard,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Macon,  MorriU,  Noble,  Palmer,  Pleasants,  Ruggles, 
Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  Van 
Dyke,  Walker,  Ware,  Williams  of  Tennessee — 13. 

So  it  was  Besoloed,  That  the  Senate  do  nat 
advise  and  consent  to  the  appointment  of  James 
Gadsden,  to  be  Adjutant  General. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Benton, 

Besohed,  That  the  Conmiittee  on  Military 
Affairs  inquire  into  the  fiicts,  and  inform  the 


Senate,  whether  Colonel  Eobert  Butler  has  re- 
signed, or  refused  to  accept  the  place  of  Colonel 
or  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the  Military  Peace  Es- 
tablishment of  the  United  States,  and  whether 
his  resignation  has  been  accepted. 


Tuesday,  March  26. 
The  following  Message   was  received  from 
the  Peesident  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

Having  executed  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  re- 
duce and  fix  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of  the 
United  States,"  on  great  consideration,  and  accord- 
ing to  my  best  judgment ;  and,  inferring  from  the 
rejection  of  the  nomination  of  Colonel  Towson  and 
Colonel  Gadsden,  officers  of  very  distinguished  merit, 
that  the  view  which  I  took  of  that  law,  has  not  been 
well  understood,  I  hereby  withdraw  all  the  nomina- 
tions on  which  the  Senate  has  not  decided,  imtU  I  can 
make  a  more  ftill  communication  and  explanation  of 
that  view,  and  of  the  principles  on  which  I  have  act- 
ed, in  the  discharge  of  that  very  delicate  and  impor- 
tant duty. 

JAMES  MONEOE. 

Washikgton,  Mbrch  26,  1822. 

The  Message  was  read. 


Peidat,  April  12. 
The  following  Message,  from  the  Pbesident 
OF  the  United  States,  was  received : 

[After  an  argument  in  justification  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  act  reducing  the  army  had  been  exe- 
cuted, and  giving  his  reasons  for  renominating  the 
rejected  officers,  the  President  makes  the  renomina- 
tions.J 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

I  renominate  Nathan  Towson,  to  be  Colonel  of  the 
2d  regiment  of  artillery. 

James  Gadsden,  to  be  Adjutant  General  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  April  12,  1822. 

The  Message  was  read,  and,  on  motion, 
ordered,  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon;  and  that  it  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate,  under  an  injunction  of  se- 
crecy. 

On  motion.  Ordered,  That  the  Message  of  the 
21st  January  last,  nominating  to  promotions 
and  appointments  in  the  Army,  be  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  further 
to  consider  and  report  thereon,  and  that  it  be 
reprinted  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  under  an  in- 
junction of  secrecy. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  Message  of  the 
26th  March,  withdrawing  certain  nominations 
to  appointments  in  the  Army,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon,  and  that  it  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate,  under  an  injunction  of 
secrecy. 
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MoNDAT,  AprU  29. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  mes- 
sage of  the  12th  of  April,  nominating  Nathan 
Towson  and  James  Gadsden  to  military  ap- 
Oointments,  together  with  the  report  of  the 
Military  Committee  thereupon. 

On  the  question,  "  Will  the  Senate  advise  and 
consent  to  the  appointment  of  Nathan  Towson 
to  he  Colonel  of  the  second  regiment  of  artil- 
lery ?"  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
17,  nays  25,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messra.  Barbonr,  Brown  of  Louisiana, 
Brown  of  Ohio,  'Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Hohnes 
of  Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of 
Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Lanman,  Par- 
rott,  Eodney,  Southard,  Stokes,  and  Talbot. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Chandler,  Dick- 
erson,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  King  of  New 
York,  Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Morrill,  Noble,  Palmer, 
Pleasants,  Euggles,  Seymour,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thomas, 


Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Walker,  Ware,  Williams  of 
Mississippi,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee. 

On  the  question,  "  Will  the  Senate  advise  and 
consent  to  the  appointment  of  James  Gadsden 
to  he  Adjutant  General  ?"  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative — ^yeas  17,  nays  25,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown  of  Louisiana, 
Brown  of  Ohio,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Holmes  of 
Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Lou- 
isiana.  King  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Lanman,  Parrott, 
Rodney,  Southard,  Stokes,  and  Williams  of  Mississippi. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Chandler,  Diek- 
erson,  GaUlard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  King  of  New  York. 
Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Morrill,  Noble,  Palmer,  Pleas- 
ants, Ruggles,  Seymour,  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Walker,  Ware,  and 
Williams  of  Tennessee. 

So  it  was  resolved,  that  the  Senate  do  not 
advise  and  consent  to  the  appointment  of  Na- 
than Towson  and  James  Gadsden. 
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PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


THE    HOUSE    OF    REPEESENTATIVES.* 


Monday,  December  3, 1821. 
At  12  o'clock,  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  Mr.  Thomas  Dougherty,  took 
his  place,  and  called  the  roll  of  the  members, 
pursuant  to  usage.  Whereupon,  the  following 
gentlemen  answered  to  their  names : 

From  New  Hampshire — Josiah  Butler,  Matthew 
Harvey,  "William  Plumer,  jr.,  Nathaniel  tTpham,  and 
Thomas  Whipple,  jr. 


*  LIST  OF  EEPEESENTATITES. 

Mai/tte, — Joshua  Cushman,  Joseph.  Dane,  Ebenezer 
Herrick,  Mark  L.  Hill,  Enoch  Lincoln,  Ezekiel  "Whitman, 
"William  D.  "Williamson. 

ir&w  SomptfAire.— Josiah  Butler,  Matthew  Harvey,  "Wil- 
liam Plumer,  jr.,  Nathaniel  TTpham,  Aaron  "Watson,  Thomas 
"Whipple,  jr. 

J/oasocAwfieite.— Samuel  C.  Allen,  Gideon  Barstow,  Fran- 
cis Baylies,  Lewis  Bigelow,  Henry  "W.  I)wight,"WiHiam  Eus- 
tis,  Timothy  Fuller,  Benjamin  Gorham,  Aaron  Hohart,  Jere- 
miah Nelson,  John  Beed,  Jonathan  Bussell. 

JBhode  Island. — Job  Duifee,  Samuel  Eddy. 

CkyiiTiectictut. — ^Noyes  Barber,  Daniel  Burrows,  Henry  "W. 
Edwards,  Gideon  Tomlinson,  John  Buss,  Ansel  Sterling, 
Ebenezer  Stoddard. 

Fernwrn*.— Samuel  C.  Crafts,  Elias  Keys,  Eollin  C.  Mal- 
lary,  John  Mattocks,  Charles  Eich,  Phineas  "White. 

2ir&w  Forifc.— Charles  Borland,  jr.,  Churchill  C.  Cambreleng, 
Samuel  Campbell,  Cadwallader  D.  Colden,  Alfred  Conkling, 
John  D.  Dickinson,  John  Gebhard,  John  Hawks,  Thomas 
H.  Hubbard,  Joseph  Kirkland,  Elijah  Litchfield,  Eichard 
McCarty,  John  I.  Morgan,  "Walter  Patterson,  Jeremiah  H. 
Pierson,  Nathaniel  Pitcher,  Solomon  Yan  Eensselaer,  "Wil- 
liam B.  Eochester,  Charles  H.  Buggies,  Peter  Sharpe,  Eli- 
jah Spencer,  John  "W.  Taylor,  Albert  H.  Tracy,  Eeuben 
H.  "Walworth,  Silas  "Wood,  David  "Woodcock,  "William  "W. 
Van  "Wyck. 

Ifew  Jersey. — Ephraim  Bateman,  George  Cassedy,  Lewis 
Condict,  George  Holcombe,  James  Matlack,  Samuel  Swan. 

PeTMisylvania. — Henry  Baldwin,  John  Brown,  James 
Buchanan,  "William  Darlington,  George  Denison,  Samuel 
Edwards,  Patrick  Farrelly,  Samuel  Gross,  Joseph  Hemp- 
hill, Thomas  G.  McCulloh,  James  McSherry,  "William  Mil- 
nor,  James  S.  Mitchell,  Samuel  Moore,  Thomas  Murray, 
Thomas  Patterson,  John  Philips,  George  Plumer,  Thomas 
J.  Eogera,  John  Sergeant,  Andrew  Stewart,  John  Tod,  Lud- 
wig  "Worman. 

Delatoara. — Louis  McLane,  Csesar  A.  Bodney. 


From  Massachusetts — Samuel  C  Allen,  Gideon  Bar- 
stow,  Francis  Baylies,  Lewis  Bigelow,  Henry  W 
Dvright,  William  Eustis,  Timothy  Fuller,  Benjamin 
Gorham,  Aaron  Hobart,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  John 
Keed,  and  Jonathan  Russeh, 

From  Rhode  Island — Job  Durfee,  Samuel  Eddy. 

From  Connecticut — ^Noyes  Barber,  Daniel  Burrows, 
Henry  W.  Edwards,  and  Gideon  Tomlinson. 

From  Vermont — Samuel  C.  Crafts,  Elias  Keys, 
Eollin  G.  Mallaiy,  John  Mattocks,  Charles  Rich,  and 
Phineas  White, 


Maryla/nd. — Thomas  Bayly,  Jeremiah  Causden,  Joseph 
Kent,  Peter  Little,  Eaphael  Neale,  John  Nelson,  Samuel 
Smith,  Henry  E.  "Warfield,  Eobert  "Wright 

Virginia. — Mark  Alexander,  "William  8.  Archer,  "William 
Lee  Ball,  Philip  P.  Barbour,  Burwell  Bassett;  John  Floyd, 
Eobert  S.  Garnett,  Edward  B.  Jackson,  James  Jones,  Jabez 
Leftwich,  "William  McCoy,  Charles  F.  Mercer,  Thomas  L. 
Moore,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Eandolph, 
Arthur  Smith,  "William  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  Andrew 
Stevenson,  Thomas  Van  Swearengen,  George  Tucker,  Jared 
"Williams. 

2forth  Coro^mo.— Hutchings  G.  Burton,  "WiUiam  S. 
Blackledge,  Henry  Conner,  Josiah  Crudup,  "Weldon  N. 
Edwards,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  Charles  Hooks,  John  Long, 
Archibald  McNeill,  Eomulus  M.  Saunders,  Lemuel  Sawyer, 
Felix  "Walker,  Lewis  "Williams. 

South  CaroUfLa. — James  Blair,  Joseph  Gist,  "William 
Lowndes,  George  McDuffee,  Thomas  E.  Mitchell,  James 
Overstreet,  Joel  E.  Poinsett,  Starling  Tucker,  John  WHson. 

Georgia.— Joel  Abbot,  Alfred  Cuthbert,  George  R.  Gil- 
mer, Eobert  Eaymond  Eeid,  Edward  F.  Tatnall,  Wiley 
Thompson. 

Kentucky. — James  D.  Breckenridge,  Benjamin  Hardin, 
Francis  Johnson,  John  T.  Johnson,  Thomaa  Metcalfe, 
Thomas  Montgomery,  Anthony  New,  George  Eobertson, 
John  Speed  Smith,  David  Trimble,  Samuel  H.  Woodson. 

Temie88e6.~^6beTt  Allen,  Henry  H.  Bryan,  Newton 
Cannon,  John  Cocke,  Francis  Jones,  John  Ehea. 

Ohio.— J^&vi  Barber,  John  W.  Campbell,  David  Chambersi 
Thomas  E.  Boss,  John  Sloane,  Joseph  Vance. 

louisia/na. — Josiah  Stoddard  Johnston. 

/?M?MZ7wr.— William  Hendricks. 

Mississippi. — Christopher  Eankin. 

Illinois.— Daniel  P.  Cook. 

Alabama.— Gabriel  Moore. 

Missouri. — John  Scott. 

Michiga/n  Territory. — Solomon  Sibley,  Delegate. 

Arkansas  Territory.— James  Woodson  Bates,  Delegate. 
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From  New  Torh — Charles  Borland,  jr.,  Churchill 
C.  Cambreleng,  Samuel  Campbell,  Alfred  ConkKng, 
John  D.  Dickinson,  John  Gebhard,  James  Hawks, 
Thomas  H.  Hubbard,  Joseph  Kirkland,  Elijah  Litch- 
field, Richard  McCarty,  John  J.  Morgan,  Walter 
Patterson,  Jeremiah  H.  Pierson,  Nathaniel  Pitcher, 
Waiiam  B.  Rochester,  Elijah  Spencer,  John  W.  Tay- 
lor, Albert  H.  Tracy,  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Wil- 
liam W.  Van  Wyck,  Reuben  H.  Walworth,  Silas 
Wood,  and  David  Woodcock. 

From  New  Jersey — Ephraim  Bateman,  George 
Cassedy,  Lewis  Condiot,  George  Holcombe,  James 
Matlack,  and  Samuel  Swan. 

From  Penmyhmda — Henry  Baldwin,  John  Brown, 
James  Buchanan,  William  Darlington,  George  Deni- 
son,  Patrick  Farrelly,  Samuel  Gross,  Joseph  Hemp- 
hill, James  McSherry,  WiUiam  Mihior,  James  S. 
Mitchell,  Samuel  Moore,  Thomas  Murray,  Thos.  Pat- 
terson, John  Philips,  George  Plumer,  Thos.  J.  Rog- 
ers, John  Sergeant,  JohnTod,  andLudwig  Worman. 

JFrom  Delaware — ^Louis  McLane,  and  Caesar  A. 
Rodney. 

From  Maryland — Jeremiali  Causden,  Joseph  Kent, 
Peter  Little,  John  Nelson,  Samuel  Smith,  Heniy  R. 
Warfield,  and  Robert  Wright. 

From  Virginia — Mark  Alexander,  William  S.  Ar- 
cher, William  L.  Ball,  Philip  P.  Barbour,  Burwell 
Bassett,  John  Floyd,  Robert  S.  Gamett,  Jabez  Left- 
wich,  William  McCoy,  Charles  F.  Mercer,  Thomas 
L.  Moore,  Hugh  Nelson,'  Thomas  Newton,  Arthur 
Smith,  William  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  Andrew 
Stevenson,  George  Tucker,  and  Jared  Williams. 

From  North  Carolina — Hutchiugs  G.  Burton,  Henry 
Conner,  Josiah  Cmdup,  Weldon  N.  Edwards,  Charles 
Hooks,  John  Long,  Archibald  McNeill,  Romulus  M. 
Saunders,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  and  Lewis  WiUiams. 

From  South  Carolina — James  Blair,  Joseph  Gist, 
Geo.  McDnffee,  Thos.  R.  Mitchell,  James  Overstreet, 
Joel  R.  Poinsett,  Starling  Tucker,  and  John  Wilson. 

From  Georgia — Joel  Abbot,  George  R.  GUmer, 
Edward  F.  TatnaU,  and  Wiley  Thompson. 

From  Kmtucky — Benjamin  Hardin,  Francis  John- 
son, John  T.  Johnson,  Thomas  Metcalfe,  Thomas 
Montgomery,  Anthony  New,  John  Speed  Smith,  Da- 
vid Trimble,  and  Samuel  H.  Woodson. 

From  Tennessee — Robert  Allen,  Newton  Cannon, 
John  Cocke,  Francis  Jones,  and  John  Rhea. 

From  Ohio — Levi  Barber,  John  W.  Campbell, 
David  Chambers,  Thomas  R.  Ross,  and  Joseph  Vance. 

From  Lomdana — Josiah  Stoddard  Johnston, 

From  Indiana — William  Hendricks. 

From  Mississippi — Christopher  Rankin. 

From  Illinois — Daniel  P.  Cook. 

From  Alabama — Gabriel  Moore. 

From  Maine — Joshua  Cushman,  Joseph  Dane, 
Ebenezer  Herrick,  Mark  L.  Hill,  and  Enoch  Lincoln. 

From  Missouri — John  Scott. 

FromMichigan  Temtory— Solomon  Sibley,  Delegate. 

A  large  majority  of  the  members  being  pres- 
ent, the  Clerk  pronounced  that  a  quorum  was 
assembled  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

Balloting  for  Speaker. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  proceeded  to  the 
choice  of  a  Speaker. 

Messrs.  Newton,  of  Virginia,  and  Nelson,  of 
Massachusetts,  were  appointed  tellers,  who  de- 
clared the  vote  on  the  first  ballot  to  stand  as 
follows :  Whole  number  of  votes  161 ;  necessary 
to  a  choice  81. 


[The  House  balloted  seven  times  without  making 
a  choice,  and  adjourned.  Mr.  Philip  P.  Barbour,  of 
Virginia,  and  Mr.  John  W.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  re- 
ceiving the  highest  number  of  votes.] 

Tuesday,  December  2. 
Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Massa- 
chusetts, Samttel  Lathe  op;  from  Pennsylvania, 
Andrew  Stewaet;  from  Maryland,  Raphael 
Neale  ;  from  Virginia,  Thomas  Van  Sweaein- 
GEN  and  Edwaed  B.  Jaokson;  from  Ohio, 
John  Sloan  ;  and  from  Maine,  Ezeklel  Whit- 
man, appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

Election  of  Speaker. 
The  House  then  resumed  the  business  of  yes- 
terday, by  proceeding  to  an  eighth  ballot  for  the 
choice  of  a  Speaker,  when  the  following  result 
was  declared :  Whole  number  of  votes  172. 
Necessary  to  a  choice  87. 

[Four  baUotings  were  had  without  a  choice.] 
The  twelfth  ballot  resulted  as  follows :  Whole 
number  of  votes  172.     Necessary  to  a  choice 
87.     Of  the  whole  number,  there  were — 


For  P.  P.  Barbour 
J.  W.  Taylor  - 
H.  Baldwin    - 

S.  Smith 

C.  A.  Eodney 

Scattering 


88 
67 
6 
4 
3 
4 


This  result  having  been  reported  by  the  Tel- 
lers, the  Clerk  pronounced,  accordingly",  that 
Philip  P.  Baeboue,  one  of  the  Representatives 
of  the  State  of  Virginia,  having  received  a  ma- 
jority of  the  whole  number  of  votes,  was  duly 
elected  Speaker  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Baebour  was  conducted  to  the  Chair, 
accordingly,  by  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  and 
Mr.  Waefield,  of  Maryland,  and  the  Oath  of 
OfBce  was  administered  to  him  by  Mr.  'Weight, 
of  Maryland. 

Mr.  Speakee  then  rose  and  addressed  the 
House  as  follows : 

Gentlemen,  of  the  Home  of  Bepresentatives : 

I  should  do  injustice  to  myself,  if  I  did  not  express 
to  you  the  warm  feelings  of  gratitude  which  have 
been  excited  in  my  bosom  by  the  appointment  which 
you  have  just  conferred  upon  me.  Those  feelings  are 
produced,  not  only  by  the  consideration  that  this 
mark  of  your  confidence  is  a  distinguished  one,  but 
by  the  further  consideration  that  it  is  unexpected  as 
it  is  distinguished.  In  accepting  the  office  to  which 
you  have  thus  called  me,  I  speak  in  the  most  perfect 
sincerity  of  my  heart  when  I  assure  you  that  I  feel  a 
fearful  apprehension  in  relation  to  my  abUity  to  dis- 
charge its  duties  in  a  manner  equal  either  to  my  own 
wishes  or  your  expectations.  I  am  sensible  of  the 
arduousness  of  the  task ;  I  am  sensible,  too,  of  my 
own  want  of  experience.  One  thing,  however,  I  can 
with  safety  promise:  it  is,  that  whatever  can  be 
done  by  diligent  attention,  and  by  an  unceasing  ap- 
plication of  such  capacity  as  I  possess,  shall  be  done. 
As  it  respects  myself,  the  only  hope  which  I  enter- 
tain that  I  shall,  in  any  tolerable  degree,  acquit  my- 
self of  the  responsibility  which  I  am  about  to  assume, 
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rests  upon  a  consciousness,  that  it  will  be  my  con- 
stant endeavor  so  to  do;  but  my  great  reliance  is  on 
the  support  of  this  House,  and  its  knowledge  that  the 
preservation  of  order  is  indispensably  necessary  to 
give  dignity  to  the  proceedings  of  any  deliberative 
body. 

After  which,  the  Speajeee  administered  to 
the  memhers  present,  severally,  the  oath  to  sup- 
port the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Glerk  and  Doorkeeper. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  moved  to  dispense 
with-  the  form  of  choosing  a  clerk  by  ballot,  and 
appoint  that  officer  by  motion. — Carried. 

Ml'.  Weight,  of  Maryland,  moved  that  Thomas 
Dougherty  be  appointed  to  the  office  of  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives ;  and  the  mo- 
tion was  thereupon  agreed  to  nem.  con.^  and 
Mr.  Dougherty  was  sworn  into  office  accord- 
ingly. 

Mr.  Weight  moved  that  the  Clerk  be  direct- 
ed to  communicate  the  usual  message  to  the 
Senate. — Carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Weight,  the  form  of  voting 
by  ballot  was  dispensed  with  in  regard  to  the 
office  of  Sergeant-at-Arms,  and  Thomas  Dunn 
appointed  to  that  office  on  nomination. 

The  same  course  prevailed  in  relation  to  the 
apointment  of  Doorkeeper,  and  Benjamin  Burch 
was  thereupon  appointed. 


Wedijesdat,  December  5. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  assembled,  and  are 
ready  to  proceed  to  business.  They  have  pass- 
ed a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee on  their  part,  to  join  such  committee  as 
may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to 
wait  on  the  Preadent  of  the  United  States,  and 
inform  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses 
have  assembled,  and  are  ready  to  receive  any 
communications  he  may  be  pleased  to  make  to 
them ;  in  which  resolution  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  resolution  was  read  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House;  and  Mr.  Hill  and  Mr.  Teimble 
were  appointed  of  the  said  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  House. 


Thitbsdat,  December  6. 
James  Woodson  Bates  appeared,  produced 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat, 
as  the  delegate  irom  the  Territory  of  Arkansas. 


Monday,  December  10. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  North  Caro- 
lina, WnxiAM  S.  Blackuedge,  appeared,  was 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Duty  on  BooTcs — Petition  from,  Mr.  Jefferson  as 

Rector  of  the  Virginia  University. 

Mr.  Nelsox,  of  Virginia,  presented  a  petition 

of  the  Rector  and  visitors  of  the  University  of 

Yirginia,  signed  by  Thomas  Jefferson,  Eector, 


praying  that  the  aid  and  patronage  of  Congress 
may  be  extended  to  the  cause  of  science  and 
literature  generally,  throughout  the  United 
States,  by  an  exemption  from  duties  of  all  books 
and  other  articles  generally  used  in  acquiring 
information.  Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

The  memorial  is  as  follows : 

To  the  Senate  and  Bouse   of  Representatives  of  tlie 
United  States  of  America^  in  Congress  assembled : 

The  petition  of  lie  rector  and  visitors  of  the  Uni- 
versity ofVirginia,  on  behalf  of  those  for  whom  tbey 
are  in  the  office  of  preparing  the  means  of  instruction, 
as  well  as  of  others  seeking  it  elsewhere,  respectfully 
representeth : 

That  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  has  thought 
proper  lately  to  establish  a  university  for  instruction, 
generally,  in  all  the  useful  branches  of  science,  of 
which  your  petitioners  are  appointed  rector  and  vis- 
itors, and  as  such,  are  charged  with  attention  to  the 
interests  of  those  who  shall  be  committed  to  their 
care. 

That  they  observe,  by  the  tariff  of  duties  imposed 
by  the  laws  of  Congress  on  importations  into  the 
United  States,  an  article  peculiarly  inauspicious  to 
the  objects  of  their  own,  and  of  all  other  htorary  in- 
stitutions throughout  the  United  States. 

That  at  an  early  period  of  the  present  Government, 
when  our  country  was  burdened  with  a  heavy  debt, 
contracted  in  the  war  of  Independence,  and  its  re- 
sources for  revenue  were  untried  and  uncertain,  the 
National  Legislature  thought  it  as  yet  inexpedient  to 
indulge  in  scruples  as  to  the  subjects  of  taxation,  and, 
among  others,  imposed  a  duty  on  books  imported 
from  abroad,  which  has  been  continued,  and  now 
is,  of  fifteen  per  cent,  on  their  prime  cost,  raised  by 
ordinary  cnstom-hoTise  charges  to  eighteen  per  cent., 
and  by  the  importer's  profits  to  perhaps  twenty-five 
per  cent.,  and  more. 

That,  after  many  years'  experience,  it  is  certainly 
found  that  the  reprinting  of  hooks  in  the  United 
States  is  confined  chiefly  to  those  in  our  native  lan- 
guage, and  of  popular  characters,  and  to  cheap  edi- 
tions of  a  few  of  the  classics  for  the  use  of  schools ; 
while  the  valuable  editions  of  the  classical  authors, 
even  learned  works  in  the  English  language,  and 
books  in  all  foreign  living  languages,  (vehicles  of  the 
important  discoveries  and  improvements  in  science 
and  the  arts,  which  are  daily  advancing  the  interest 
and  happiness  of  other  nations,)  are  unprinted  here, 
and  unobt-ainable  from  abroad  but  under  the  burden 
of  a  heavy  duty. 

That  of  many  important  books,  in  different  branch- 
es of  science,  it  is  believed  that  there  is  not  a  single 
copy  in  the  United  States ;  of  others,  but  a  few ;  and 
these  too  distant  and  difficult  of  access  for  students 
and  writers  generally. 

That  the  difficulty  resulting  from  this  mode  of  pro- 
curing books  of  the  first  order  in  the  sciences,  and  in 
foreign  languages,  ancient  and  modern,  is  an  unfair 
impediment  to  the  American  student,  who,  for  want 
of  these  aids,  already  possessed  or  easily  procurable 
in  all  countries  except  our  own,  enters  on  his  course 
with  very  Tinequal  means,  with  wants  unknown  to 
his  foreign  competitors,  and  often  with  that  imperfect 
result  which  subjects  us  to  reproaches  not  unfelt  by 
minds  alive  to  the  honor  and  mortified  sensibilities  of 
their  country. 

That,  to  obstruct  the  acquisition  of  hooka, from 
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abroad,  as  an  encouragement  of  the  progress  of  liter- 
ature at  home,  is  burying  the  fountain  to  increase 
the  flow  of  its  waters. 

That  books,  and  especially  those  of  the  rare  and 
valuable  character,  thus  burdened,  are  not  articles  of 
consumption,  but  of  permanent  preservation  and 
value,  lasting  often  as  many  centuries  as  the  houses 
we  live  in,  of  which  examples  are  to  be  found  in 
every  library  of  note. 

That  books,  therefore,  are  capital,  often  the  only 
capital  of  professional  men  on  their  outset  in  life,  and 
of  students  destined  for  professions,  (as  most  of  our 
scholars  are,)  and  barely  able,  too,  for  the  most  part, 
to  meet  the  expenses  of  tuition,  and  less  to  pay  an 
extra  tax  on  the  books  necessary  for  their  instruc- 
tion ;  that  they  are  consequently  less  instructed  than 
they  would  be  ;  and  that  our  citizens  at  large  do  not 
derive  from  their  employment  all  the  benefits  which 
higher  qualifications  would  procure  them. 

That  this  is  the  only  form  of  capital  on  which  a 
tax  of  from  18  to  25  per  cent,  is  first  levied  on  the 
gross,  and  the  proprietor  then  subject  to  all  other 
taxes  in  detail,  as  those  holding  capitals  in  other 
forms,  on  which  no  such  extra  tax  has  been  pre- 
viously levied. 

That  it  is  true  that  no  duty  is  required  on  books 
imported  for  seminaries  of  learning ;  but  these,  locked 
up  in  libraries,  can  be  of  no  avail  to  the  practical 
man,  when  he  wishes  a  reoorrence  to  them  for  the 
uses  of  life. 

That  more  than  thirty  years'  experience  of  the  re- 
sources of  our  country  prove  them  equal  to  all  its 
debts  and  wants,  and  permit  its  Legislature  now  to 
favor  such  objects  as  the  public  interests  recommend 
to  favor. 

That  the  value  of  science  to  a  republican  people  ; 
the  security  it  gives  to  liberty,  by  enlightening  the 
minds  of  its  citizens  |  the  protection  it  affords  against 
foreign  power ;  the  virtues  it  inculcates ;  the  just 
emulation  of  the  distinction  it  confers  on  nations  fore- 
most in  it;  in  short,  its  identification  with  power, 
morals,  order,  and  happiness,  (which  merits  to  it 
premiums  of  encouragement  rather  than  repressive 
taxes,)  are  topics  which  your  petitioners  do  not  per- 
mit themselves  to  urge  on  the  wisdom  of  Congress, 
before  whose  mind  these  considerations  are  always 
present,  and  bearing  vrith  their  just  weight. 

And  they  conclude,  therefore,  with  praying  that 
Congress  will  be  pleased  to  bestow  on  this  important 
subject  the  attention  it  merits,  and  give  the  proper 
relief  to  the  candidates  of  science  among  ourselves 
devoting  themselves  to  the  laudable  object  of  quali- 
fying themselves  to  become  the  instructors  and  bene- 
factors of  their  fellow-citizens. 

And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  shaU  ever 
pray,  &o.  THOMAS  JEFFERSON, 

Sector  of  the  University  of  Virginia. 

NOVEMBEB  30,  1821. 

Chaplain  to  the  M<yuse. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Batbman,  the  House  then 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  chaplain,  and  the 
following  gentlemen  were  nominated,  viz : 

Rev.  Jared  Sparks,  Rev.  Maurice  W.  Dwight,  Rev. 
Burgess  Jillison,  Rev.  John  M.  Bradford,  Rev.  Reu- 
ben Post,  Rev.  John  Chalmers. 

The  fourth  ballot  tei-minated  as  follows: 
"Whole  number  of  votes,  155.  Necessary  to  a 
choice,  78.    Of  which  there  were — 


For  Eev.  Mr.  Sparks       -  -        -    84 

Allison  -  -  -  -  52 
Dwigbt  -  -  -  -  18 
Blank         -        -        -  1 

Whereapon  it  was  declared  that  the  Eever- 
end  Jaebd  Spaeks  was  chosen  Chaplain  to 
Congress  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 


TuESDAT,  December  11. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Georgia,  EoB- 
BET  Ravmond  Eeid,  appeared,   produced  his 
credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Affairs  in  Florida —  General  Jackson  (  Oovemor) 
and  Elegivs  Fromentin,  Judge. 

Mr.  ■Whitman  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lutions, viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  directed 
to  lay  before  this  House  copies  of  any  communica- 
tions received  at  his  office,  having  relation  to  any 
misunderstanding  which  may  have  existed  between 
Andrew  Jackson,  as  Governor  of  the  Floridas,  and 
Elegins  Fromentin,  as  judge  of  the  court  therein.  And 
also,  in  relation  to  any  delay  or  omission  on  the  part 
of  the  ofiicers  under  His  Catholic  Majesty  to  surren- 
der to  the  officers  and  commissioners  of  the  United 
States,  duly  authorized  to  receive  the  same,  any  of 
the  archives  and  documents  which  relate  directly  to 
the  property  and  sovereignty  in  and  over  the  said 
Floridas.  And  also,  in  relation  to  the  means  adopted 
by  the  officers  and  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  to  obtain  possession  of  such  archives 
and  documents. 

The  resolutions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  until  to-morrow. 


"Wednesday,  December  12. 
Annual  Treasury  Report. 
The  Speakee  announced  the  receipt  of  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury ;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tatloe,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  "Ways  and  Means ; 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mallaey,  5,000  copies 
thereof  were  ordered  to  be  printed.  The  re- 
port is  as  follows  : 

Treasury  Department,  Dec.  10,  1821.' 
Sir ;  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report  pre- 
pared in  obedience  to  the  "Act  supplementary  to  the 
act  to  establish  the  Treasury  Department." 

I  have,  &c.,  WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  Philip  ]?.  Barbour, 

ySpeaJer,  House  cf  Representatives. 

REPORT. 
In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  "  Act  sapple- 
mentary  to  the  act  to  establish  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment," the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respectfully 
submits  the  following  report : 

1.  Of  the  revenue. 

The  net  revenue  arising  from  imports  and  tonnage, 

internal  duties,  direct  tax,  public  lands,  postage,  and 

other   incidental  receipts,    during    the    year   1818, 

amounted  to         -        -        .        .  $26,095,200  65 
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Viz: 

Customs 

Arrears  of  internal 
duties 

Arrears  of  direct  tax 

Public  lands  exclu- 
sive of  Mississippi 
stock 

Dividend  on  stock  in 
the  Bank  of  the 
United  States 

Postage  and  other 
incidental  receipts 


121,828,451  48 

947,946  33 
263,926  01 


2,464,527  90 


525,000  00 


65,348  93 


$21,435,700  69 


227,444  01 
80,850  61 

3,274,422  78 


675,000  00 
61,280  33 


That  which  accrued  from  the  same 

sources,    during    the    year     1819, 

amounted  to  -  - 
Viz: 

Customs         -        -  17,116,702  96 

Arrears  of  internal 
duties 

Arrears  of  direct  tax 

Public  lands,  exclu- 
sive of  Mississippi 
stock 

First  instalment  from 
the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and 
dividend  on  stock 
in,  that  bank 

Fostege  and  other 
incidental  receipts 
And  that  which  accrued  from  the 

same  sources,  during  the  year  1820, 

amounted  to  -        -        -        -        $15,284,546  29 
Viz: 

Customs        -        -  12,449,566  15 

Arrears   of  internal 

duties         -  104,172  07 

Arrears  of  direct  tax         31,286  82 

Public  lands,  exclu- 
sive of  Mississippi 
stock  -        -    1,635,871  61 

Second  and  third  in- 
stalments from  the 
Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States    -  1,000,000  00 

Postage  and  other  in- 
cidental receipts  -         63,659  64 

It  is  estimated  that  the  gross  amount  of  duties  on 
merchandise  and  tonnage,  which  accrued  during  the 
first  three  quarters  of  the  present  year,  exceeds  $14,- 
088,000. 

The  payments  into  the  Treasury, 
to  the  30th  September  last,  have 
amounted  to  -  -        -        §16,219,197  70 

Viz: 
Customs  -  10,068,394  85 

Public  lands  -        -       940,980  35 
Arrears   of  internal 


duties   and  direct 
tax    -         -        - 

Bank  dividends 

Incidental  receipts  - 

Eepayments 

Loan    -        -        - 


69,867  26 

105,000  00 

21,581  51 

13,373  73 

5,000,000  00 


And  the  payments  into  the  Treas- 
ury, during  the  .fourth  quarter,  are 
estimated  at  -       -        -  - 


3,595,278  14 


Viz: 

Customs 

Public  lands  - 

Moneys  recovered 
out  of  advances 
made  in  the  War 
Department  before 
the  1st  of  July, 
1815 

Balances  of  military 
appropriations  car- 
ried to  the  account 
of  the  surplus  fund 

Direct  tax  and  in- 
ternal duties,  and 
incidental  receipts 


3,000,000  00 
360,000  00 


120,000  00 


90,278  14 


25,000  00 


Making  the  total  amount  estimated 

to  be  received  into  the  Treasury 

during  the  year  1821 
Which,  added  to  the  balance  in  the 

Treasury  on  the  first  of  January 

last,  of        - 


19,814,475  84 


1,198,461  21 


Make  the  aggregate  amount  of         $21,012,937  05 


The  application  of  this  sum  for  the  year  1821,  is 
estimated  as  follows,  viz : 

The  payments  to  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember have  amounted  to  -  $15,655,288  47 
Civil,  diplomatic,   & 

miscellaneous  1,772,717  30 

Military  service,  in- 
cluding fortifica- 
tions, ordnance, 
Indian  departm't, 
Revolutionary  and 
military  pensions, 
arming  the  mili- 
tia, and  arrearages 
prior  to  the  1st  of 
January,  1817  _  -  4,872,865  78 
Naval  service,  in- 
cluding the  grad- 
ual increase  of  the 
Navy  -        -    2,603,592  75 

Public  debt,  includ- 
ing $591,611  30 
of  Mississippi  st'k     6,406,112  64 

During  the  fourth  quarter  it  is 
estimated  that  the  payments  will 
amount  to  -  " 

Viz: 
Civil,  diplomatic,  & 

misceUaneous  690,000  00 

Military  service  290,000  00 

Naval  service  700,000  00 

PubUcdebt  -     1,900,000  00 


3,680,000  00 


Making  the  aggregate  amount  of 

Which,  being  deducted  from  the 
above  sum  of  -521,012,937  05,  wiU 
leave  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  1st  day 
of  January  next,  a  balance  estimated 
at         -  .        -        -        - 


19,235  288  47 


$1,777,648  58 


But  of  the  balances  of  appropriations  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  year  1821,  necessary  to  effect  the  object 
of  those  appropriations,  exclusive  of  balances,  which 
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•\vill  not  be  required,  and  whicli  have  been  deducted 
from  tbe  estimates  of  the  year  1822,  or  will  be  car- 
ried to  the  account  of  th^  surplus  fund,  there  remains 
the  sum  of  $2,268,611  28,  which  is  an  existing 
charge  upon  the  revenue  of  1821,  and  exceeds  the 
balance  estimated  to  be  in  tbe  Treasury  on  the  1st 
day  of  January  next,  by  $490,962  70. 

2.  Of  the  public  debt. 

The  funded  debt  which  was  contracted  before  the 
year  1812,  and  which  was  unredeemed  on  the  30th 
of  September,  1820,  amounted  to       $20,570,627  12 

And  that  contracted  subsequently 
to  the  1st  of  January,  1812,  and  un- 
redeemed on  the  30th  of  September, 
1820,  amounted  to  -  -  70,654,933  65 


Payments  on  ac- 
count of  Louisi- 
ana stock   -  2,071,360  00 


Making  the  aggregate  amount  of         91  225,560  77 

Which  sum  agrees  with  the 
amount  stated  in  the  last  annual  re- 
port as  unredeemed  on  the  1st  of 
October,  1820,  excepting  the  sum  of 
$38  66,  which  was  then  short  esti- 
mated, and  which  has  been  since 
corrected  by  actual  settlement. 

In  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  year, 
there  was  added  to  the  above,  the 
sum  of  -        -        ,-        -         -  457,747  95 

Viz: 
In  6  and  7  per  cent. 

stocks,  for  Treas- 
ury notes  brought 

into  the  Treasury, 

and  canceUed  -  $3,280  29 
[n  5  per  cent,  stock, 

under  the   act  of 

May  15,  1820  454,567  66 


Making  -  -  91,683,308  72 

And  there  was  paid  in  the  fourth 

quarter  the  sum  of      -  388,892  21 

Viz: 

Deferred  stock  reim- 
bursed 249,401  58 

Payments  on  ac- 
count of  the  Lou- 
isiana stock        -        139,490  63 


Making  the  public  debt,  unredeemed 

on  the  1st  of  January,  1821  -  91,294,416  51 

From  the  1st  of  January  to  the  30th 

of  September,  inclusive,  there  has 

been  added  the  sum  of         -  4,739,776  38 

Viz: 
Three     per     cent. 

stock,  for  interest 

on  registered  debt  26  01 

Treasury  note  6  and 

7  per  cent,  stock  4,454  07 

Loan  authorized  by 

act  of  3d  of  March, 

1821  -  -    4,735,296  30 


Making      .....  96,034,192  89 

From  which  is  to  be  deducted  the 

sum  of  .     -        -  2,348,097  15 

Viz: 

Reimburse't  of  defer- 
red stock,  during 
the  same  period  -       276,737  15 


Making  the  public  debt  which  was 
unredeemed  on  the  1st  of  October, 
1821  -        .         -         - 

To  which  will  be  added,  in  the  fourth 
quarter.  Treasury  note  6  per  cent, 
stock  issued 


93,686,095  74 


390  40 


93,086,486  14 
262,880  41 


Making  .        -         - 

From  which  will  be  deducted,  in  the 

fourth  quarter,  the  sum  of   - 

Viz: 
Reimbursement      of 

deferred  stock      -        257,312  26 
Residue  of  Louisiana 

stock  6,558  15 


Making  the  amount  of  the  public 
debt,  unredeemed  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1822,  as  estimated  $93,423,605  73 


The  Treasury  notes  yet  outstanding 
are  estimated  at  - 


$28,495  00 


The  awards  made  by  the  commis- 
sioners, appointed  under  the  sev- 
eral acts  of  Congress  for  the  in- 
demnification of  certain  claimants 
of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  amounted  to        -         -     4,282,151  12 

Of  which  there  have 
been  received  at 
the  General  Land 
Office,  in  stock    -     2,442,535  39 

And  there  have  been 
paid  at  the  Treas- 
ury 1,734,490  85 


Making  together 


4,177,026  24 


And  leaving  outstanding  on  the  30th 

of  September,  1821      -  $105,124  88 


AH  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
Treasury  Depakiment,  Dec.  10, 1821. 


Thubsdat,  December  13. 
Death  of  Mr.  Trimble. 

After  prayers  had  been  offered  by  the  Eev. 
Mr.  Eyland,  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read, 
when  a  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
announcing  the  decease  of  the  honorable  Wil- 
liam A.  Thimble,  late  a  member  of  that  body 
from  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  dispense 
with  the  order  of  business  in  this  House,  which 
was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  it  was  further 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  this  House  will  at. 
tend  the  funeral  of  the  Honorable  William  A.  Trim- 
ble, late  a  member  of  the  Senate,  from  the  State  of 
Ohio,  to-morrow,  at  twelve  o'clock,  and,  as  a  testi- 
mony of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased, 
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■will  go  into  mourning,  and  wear  crape  for  thirty 
days. 

On  motion,  it  was  ordered  that  when  this 
House  do  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  Saturday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edwaeds,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, the  House  then  adjourned. 


Satuedat,  December  15. 
Two  members,  to  wit :  from  Virginia,  Johh 
Eandolph,  and  from  Maine,  William  D.  Wil- 
liamson, appeared,  produced  their  credentials, 
were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 


Monday,  December  17. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  North  Caro- 
lina, Thomas  H.  Hall,  appeared,  produced  his 
credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 
Publication  of  the  Journal  of  fhe  Federal  Con- 
tention of  1787,  and  of  ths  Secret  Journal 
of  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation,  and  its 
Diplomatic  Correspondence. 
Another  Message  was  also  received  from  the 
Peesident  op  the  United  States,  which  was 
read,  as  follows : 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 
By  a  resolution  of  Congress,  approred  on  the  27th 
of  March,  1818,  it  was  directed  that  the  journal,  acts, 
and  proceedings  of  the  Convention  which  formed  the 
present  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  should  be 
published  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  together  with  the  secret  journals  of 
the  acts  and  proceedings,  and  the  foreign  correspond- 
ence (with  a  certain  exception)  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  from  the  first  meeting  thereof  down  to 
the  date  of  the  ratification  of  the  definitive  Treaty 
of  Peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  in  the  year  1783,  and  that  one  thousand 
copies  thereof  should  be  printed,  of  which  one  copy 
should  be  furnished  to  each  member  of  that  (the 
fifteenth)  Congress,  and  the  residue  should  remain 
subject  to  the  future  disposition  of  Congress. 

And  by  a  resolution  of  Congress,  approved  on  the 
21st  April,  1820,  it  was  provided  that  the  secret 
journal,  together  with  all  the  papers  and  documents 
connected  with  that  journal,  and  all  other  papers  and 
documents  heretofore  considered  confidential,  of  the 
Old  Congress,  from  the  date  of  the  ratification  of  the 
definitive  treaty  of  the  year  1783,  to  the  formation 
of  the  present  Government,  which  were  remaining  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  should  be  pub- 
lished, under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  a  thousand  copies  thereof 
should  be  printed  and  deposited  in  the  Library,  sub- 
ject to  the  disposition  of  Congress. 

In  pursuance  of  these  two  resolutions,  one  thousand 
copies  of  the  journals  and  acts  of  the  Convention 
which  formed  the  constitution,  have  been  heretofore 
printed  and  placed  at  the  di^osal  of  Congress,  and 
one  thousand  copies  of  the  secret  journals  of  the 
Congress  of  the  Confederation,  complete,  have  been 
printed,  two  hundred  and  infty  copies  of  which  have 
been  reserved  to  comply  with  the  direction  of  fur- 
nishing one  copy  to  each  member  of  the  fifteenth 
Congress,  the  remaining  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
copies  have  been  deposited  in  the  Library,  and  are 
now  at  the  disposal  of  Congress. 


By  the  general  appropriation  act  of  9th  April,  1818, 
the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  for 
de&a,ying  the  expenses  of  printing  done  pursuant  to 
the  resolution  of  the  27th  of  March,  of  that  year. 
No  appropriation  has  yet  been  made  to  defray  the 
expenses  incident  to  the  execution  of  the  resolution 
of  21st  April,  1820  ;  the  whole  expense  hitherto  in- 
curred in  carrying  both  resolutions  into  effect  has 
exceeded,  by  five  hundred  and  forty-two  dollars 
fifty-six  cents,  the  appropriation  of  April,  1818. 
This  balance  remains  due  to  the  printers,  and  is  in- 
cluded in  the  estin^tes  of  appropriation  for  the  year 
1822.  That  part  of  the  resolution  of  the  2Tth 
March,  1818,  which  directs  the  publication  of  the 
foreign  correspondence  of  the  Congress  of  the  Con- 
federation, remains  yet  to  be  executed,  and  a  fur- 
ther appropriation  will  be  necessary  for  carrying  it 
into  effect. 

JAMES  MONEOE. 

Washington,  Bee.  16,  1821. 

The  Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

Fugitives  from  Labor. 
Mr.  Weight  submitted  a  resolution,  which, 
after  being  modified  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Latheop,  was  read  in  the  following  words : 

Mesotvedj  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  more 
effectually  to  protect  the  rights  of  those  entitled  to 
the  service  or  labor  of  persons  in  one  State,  under 
the  laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  and  for  their 
delivery  to  their  rightful  owners,  agreeably  to  the 
provisions  of  the  constitution. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  amend  the 
same,  so  as  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  instead  of  a  select  committee. 

A  discussion  ensued  on  the  question  of  refer- 
ence, in  which  Messrs.  Weight  and  S.  Smith 
opposed,  and  Messrs.  Tomlinson  and  Mooee 
supported  the  amendment,  which  was  put  and 
carried — ayes  70,  noes  60.  [In  the  course  of  the 
discussion,  Mr.  Weight  warmly  deprecated  the 
interference  of  Quakers  and  others  to  prevent 
the  reclamation  of  slaves  in  some  of  the  States, 
and  hinted  that,  if  effectual  means  were  not 
taken  to  secure  the  rights  of  the  Southern 
States  in  this  particular,  he  did  not  know  but 
they  might  be  driven  to  take  up  arms  to  protect 
them.  Mr.  Campbell  and  Mr.  Tomlinson  did 
not  oppose  the  reference  of  the  subject,  but  ar- 
gued that  references  to  standing  committees 
were  preferable,  when  the  subjects  naturally 
belonged  to  a  committee  of  that  description.] 

The  resolution  was  thereupon  adopted. 

Affairs  in  Florida — Gov.  Jackson  and  Judge 
FroTnentin. 

Mr.  Whitman  called  for  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  by  him  submitted  on  the  11th  in- 
stant, requesting  information  from  the  Secretary 
of  State  relating  to  the  late  transactions  at  Pen- 
sacola,  &c. 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  same; 
when 

Mr.  Poinsett  moved  to  amend  it,  by  limiting 
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the  information  called  for  to  such  as  the  Presi- 
dent may  think  proper  to  communicate. 

Mr.  Whitman  assented  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  to  insert  the  word 
"  information  "  in  lieu  of  the  word  "  corre- 
spondence," which  was  assented  to. 

Mr.  EijwAEDS,  of  Nortli  Carolina,  moved  that 
the  resolution  be  laid  on  the  table.  He  thought 
it  more  respectful  to  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  wait  for  the  information  on  the 
subject,  which  it  was  doubtless  the  intention 
of  the  Executive  to  communicate.  The  mes- 
sage that  had  been  delivered  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session  referred  to  the  matter  in 
question  in  very  clear  and  explicit  terms.  Mr. 
E.  referred  to  that  document  to  show  that  it 
had  been  announced  as  the  intention  of  the 
Executive  to  communicate  further  information 
on  the  subject  to  Congress.  Mr.  E.  tliought  it, 
therefore,  a  matter  of  proper  courtesy  and  de- 
corum for  this  House  to  wait  until  the  Presi- 
dent should  think  proper  to  make  it  a  subject 
of  special  communication. 

Mr.  Whitman  opposed  the  motion.  At  the 
first  reading  of  the  President's  Message,  he  had 
entertained  the  same  opinion  which  his  honor- 
able friend  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Edwaeds) 
had  expressed.  But,  on  further  examination, 
he  had  found  it  impossible  to  determine  wheth- 
er the  matters  of  an  unpleasant  nature,  to  which 
the  President  referred,  were  of  the  same  char- 
acter with  those  contemplated  by  the  resolu- 
tion. The  facts  alluded  to  in  the  message  were 
general  and  undefined.  Those  included  in  the 
resolution  were  particular  and  specific.  It 
could  not,  therefore,  be  disrespectful  to  ask  for 
information  on  a  subject  that  it  was  impossible 
to  say  had  been  even  alluded  to  in  the  Presi- 
dent's Message.  But  the  resolution  called  for 
information  not  only  in  regard  to  the  contro- 
versy between  General  Jackson  and  Judge 
Eromentin,  but  it  was  contemplated  to  extend 
it  to  an  inquiry  into  the  causes  that  led  to  the 
issuing  of  an  order  by  the  Governor  of  the 
Eloridas  for  the  removal  of  certain  persons  from 
that  territory,  which,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  is  in 
its  character  novel.  Mr.  W.  knew  of  no  law 
that  justified  a  sentence  of  banishment,  even  by 
the  Executives  of  sovereign  States ;  still  less 
could  he  comprehend  the  justifiable  exercise  of 
such  a  power  by  the  created  head  of  a  depend- 
ent Territory.  Such  a  sentence  might  perhaps 
be  allowed  as  a  punishment,  when  resulting 
from  a  conviction  by  the  verdict  of  peers,  or  a 
trial  before  a  court  on  the  charge  of  a  crime, 
but  he  knew  of  no  authority  that  could  justify 
such  a  sentence,  as  a  matter  of  political  expedi- 
ency, depending  on  the  Executive  will.  When, 
therefore,  the  subject  was  fairly  discussed,  Mr. 
W.  was  satisfied  it  would  be  found  that  the 
resolutions  he  had  submitted  were  of  a  charac- 
ter altogether  respectful  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States ;  that  they  were  confined  to  dis- 
tinct and  definite  objects ;  that  the  Message 
had  been  for  some  time  before  the  House,  and 
that  no  special  communication  on  the  specific 


subjects  alluded  to  have  been  made,  and  that  it. 
was  fairly- inferable  that  the  message  and  the 
resolutions  had  different  objects  in  view.  He 
therefore  thought  the  subject  to  be  of  sufficient 
importance  to  entitle  it  to  the  immediate  at- 
tention of  the  House. 

Mr.  Baldwin  suggested  that  it  was  evident, 
from  the  tenor  of  the  message,  that  this  was  a 
subject  to  which  the  President  of  the  United 
States  had  not  been  inattentive.  It  might  be, 
that  it  had  become  a  subject  of  negotiation 
with  the  Spanish  Government — and  this  was 
perhaps  the  reason  why  it  had  not  been  pre- 
sented to  the  consideration  of  the  House  subse- 
quent to  the  message.  The  Spanish  Minister 
had  not  yet  arrived  at  the  seat  of  Government 
— and  possibly  it  was  owing  to  this  circumstance 
that  the  President  had  not  communicated  the 
papers  in  this  case  to  the  House.  Upon  the 
whole,  he  thought  it  advisable  for  the  House 
not  yet  to  act  on  the  subject. 

Mj.  Edwaeds  then  renewed  his  motion  that 
the  resolution  lie  on  the  table,  for  the  reasons 
he  had  before  stated. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Cannon, 
and  opposed  by  Mr.  Floyd,  when,  the  question 
being  taken,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Edwaeds  pre- 
vailed ;  and  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 


Tuesday,  December  18. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from   Maryland, 
Thomas  Bayly,  appeared,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Missouri — Three  Per  Cent.  Fund. 
The  engrossed  bill  providing  for  paying  to 
the  State  of  Missouri  three  per  cent,  of  the 
net  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  public 
lands  within  the  State,  was  read  a  third  time. 

[The  bill  directs  that  "  three  per  cent  of  the  net 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States, 
lying  within  the  State  of  Missouri,  which,  since  the 
first  day  of  January,  1821,  have  been,  or  hereafter 
may  he,  sold  by  the  United  States,  after  deducting 
all  expenses  incidental  to  the  same,  shall  be  paid, 
from  time  to  time,  to  such  person  or  persons  as  may 
or  shall  be  authorized  by  the  Legislature  of  the  said 
State  of  Missouri  to  receive  the  same ;  which  sum  or 
sums  thus  paid,  shall  he  applied  to  the  making  public 
roads  and  canals,  within  the  said  State  of  Missouri, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Legislature  thereof,"  &c.] 

Mr.  EusTis  suggested  a  doubt,  derived  from 
the  language  of  the  report,  whether  the  Con- 
gress had  a  right  to  prescribe  to  a  State,  the 
manner  in  which  any  part  of  her  funds  shaU.  be 
expended. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  submitted,  that  an  alteration 
might  be  perhaps  advantageously  made  in  the 
phraseology  of  the  bill,  makign  it  read  "  roads 
or  canals,"  instead  of  "roads  and  canals." 

Mr.  Scott  explained  to  the  House, that  the  bill 
had  been  drawn  up  in  conformity  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  third  clause  of  the  sixth  section 
of  the  act  authorizing  the  people  of  Missouri  to 
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form  a  constitution  and  State  government, 
■which  provides  that  five  per  cent,  of  the  net 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  lands  within  the  State 
shall  he  reserved  for  making  public  roads  and 
canals ;  of  which  three-fifths  shall  be  applied  to 
those  objects  within  the  State  by  its  Legislature, 
and  the  remaining  two-fifths  shall  be  applied, 
under  the  direction  of  Congress,  to  the  con- 
struction of  roads  and  canals  leading  to  the 
State.  In  pursuance  of  those  provisions,  ac- 
cepted by  Missouri,  and  thus  become  a  compact 
between  her  and  the  United  States,  this  bill 
had  been  framed,  <&c.,  and  req^uired  no  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Eaitein  further  suggested  that,  to  make 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Smith,  would 
be  to  change  the  terms  of  the  compact,  which 
it  was  not  in  the  power  of  Congress,  being  one 
of  the  parties  to  it,  to  do. 

Without  further  observation,  the  bill  was 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concur- 
rence. 


Fetdax,  December  21. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  South  Caro- 
lina,  William  Lowndes,   appeared,   produced 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 


Wednbsdat,  December  36. 
Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Connecticut, 
John  Etrss,  and  from  North  Carolina,  Felix 
Waixee,  appeared,  produced  their  credentials, 
.were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Public  Lots  in  Washington. 
The  Sprakee  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Public  BuUdings, 
in  obedience  to  the  resolation  of  the  21st  in- 
stant, calling  upon  him  to  state  the  amount  of 
unimproved  property  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  to  give  an 
estimate  of  its  probable  cash  value  at  this  time ; 
which  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  ou 
the  table.     The  report  is  as  follows : 

Office  of  Com.  of  Public  Bdildinqs, 

Washington,  Dec.  26,  1821. 

Sib  :  In  otedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Honse  of 
Representatives,  passed  the  21st  instant,  requiring  a 
report  of  the  amount  of  unimproved  property  in  the 
city  of  Washington  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
with  an  estimate  of  its  probable  cash  value  at  this 
time,  I  have  the  honor  to  state : 

That  the  public  ground  in  this  city  consists  of 
two  descriptions :  1st.  Building  lots  assigned  to  the 
United  States  upon  a  division  with  the  original  pro- 
prietors, agreeably  to  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the 
deeds  of  trust  for  the  ground  within  the  limits  of  the 
city,  by  which  the  proprietors  ceded  to  the  United 
States  one-half  of  the  building  lots,  without  any  pe- 
cuniary equivalent.  2dly.  "  Eeservations  "  of  entire 
squares,  or  larger  sections  of  ground,  purchased  from 
the  original  proprietors,  on  account  of,  and  for  the 
use  of,  the  United  States. 

Of  the  building  lots  there  remain  unsold  about  the 
number  of  5,150.  The  reservations  contain,  together, 
541  acres,  1  rood,  and  29  perches,  or  23.584,745 
square  feet,  equal  to  4,479^  standard  lots. 


Any  estimate  of  the  cash  value  of  this  property 
must,  under  present  circumstances,  be  extremely  ar- 
bitrary. Owing  to  the  general  stagnation  of  busi- 
ness, and  scarcity  of  a  circulating  medium,  few  sales 
have  been  effected,  either  on  public  or  private  ac- 
count, within  the  last  year  or  two ;  and  it  is  only 
from  actual  sales  in  the  vicinity  that  the  value  of  any 
given  lot  can  be  ascertained.  The  average  price  of 
the  public  lots  heretofore  sold  is  $180  per  lot,  or  about 
3  419-1000  cents  per  square  foot.  Taking  this  as 
the  rule  of  valuation,  the  whole  of  the  ground  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States,  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
would  amount  to  one  million  seven  hundred  and 
thirly-three  thousand,  three  hundred  and  ten  dol- 
lars. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

_  SAMUEL  LANE,  _ 
Commissumer  of  Public  Buildings, 

Hon.  Philip  P.  BAKBotrE, 

iSpeaker  of  the  Souse  of  Representatives. 


Wednbsdat,  January  2, 1822. 
Another  member,  to  wit,   from  Kentucky, 
James  D.  Beeokeneid&e,  appeared,   produced 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 


TtTBSDAT,  January  8. 
Bankrupt  Law  of  1800. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blaib,  the  House  agreed 
to  take  into  consideration  a  resolution  hereto- 
fore offered  by  him,  calling  upon  the  President 
of  the  United  States  for  information  relative  to 
the  operation  of  the  Bankrupt  Law  of  1800,  in 
the  States  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  Pennsylvania, 
and  New  York. 

Mr.  B.  stated  his  object  to  be,  to  obtain  such 
information  relative  to  the  operations  of  the  old 
bankrupt  law  as  might  be  useful,  if  not  as  a 
guide,  at  least  as  a  reference,  to  those  who  were 
about  to  be  called  upon  to  vote  for  a  system 
which  he  conceived  to  be  similar  in  all  its  essen- 
tial features  and  properties  to  the  law  of  1800. 
He  thought  no  guide  was  so  safe  as  the  foot- 
steps of  experience.  In  anticipation  of  an  ob- 
jection that  might  possibly  be  urged,  he  would 
observe,  that  it  was  by  no  means  his  intention 
to  retard  the  progress  of  the  bill  that  had  been 
reported  on  that  subject — nor  should  he,  at  any 
time,  solicit  a  postponement  of  that  bill,  for  the 
purpose  of  gaining  time  to  obtain  the  informa- 
tion which  he  now  sought.  He  had  confined 
the  call  for  information  to  the  States  of  Vir- 
ginia, Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  and  New  York 
— not  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  partial  view 
of  the  subject,  but  because  those  States  were 
most  deeply  interested  in,  and  affected  by,_its 
operation  4  and  also  because  the  information 
from  those  States  could  be  obtained  more  ex- 
peditiously than  ti-um  others  that  were  more 
remote.  They  afforded,  in  his  opinion,  the 
fairest  sample  of  its  operation,  and  with  those 
views,  and  those  only,  he  had  proposed  to  limit 
the  inquiry.  The  reason  why  he  addressed  the 
call  for  information  to  the  President  was  this : 
that  the  information  desired  was  with  the 
clerks  of  the  several  District  Courts  of  the 
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United  States,  and  tliat  there  was  no  connec- 
tion between  tliem  and  any  of  the  Executive 
Departments;  and  that  the  course  which  he 
now  proposed  had  been  recommended  to  him 
by  a  gentleman  of  experience  in  the  business  of 
Oongi'esa. 

Mr.  Cooke  proposed  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  including  the  District  of  Columbia ;  which 
suggestion  was  assented  to  by  the  mover. 

Mr.  Wbtman  thought  the  proposition  was 
of  a  novel  character.  It  contemplated  a  call 
upon  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  in- 
formation on  a  subject  over  which  he  had  no 
more  control  than  any  member  of  that  House. 
It  did  not  refer  to  any  subject  that  could  be 
supposed  to  be  within  the  personal  knowledge 
of  the  Executive.  He  therefore  thought  the 
call  upon  that  officer  was  incorrect  and  im- 
proper. If  the  information  was  worth  the  seek- 
ing, he  thought  it  should  be  obtained  through 
the  medium  of  a  special  committee,  who  might 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  subject,  and 
vested  with  the  power  to  call  for  persons  and 
papers.  At  all  events,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  not  the  proper  person  of 
whom  the  inquiry  should  be  made— rit  would 
be  more  correct  to  call  on  the  clerks  of  the 
courts,  to  which  the  proceedings  were,  by  that 
law,  made  returnable,  than  to  ask  it  of  the 
Executive,  who  had  no  agency  whatever  in  its 
execution.  Mr.  W.  also  adverted  to  the  limited 
operation  of  the  inquiry,  and  thought,  if  any 
importance  was  attached  to  it,  it  should  ex- 
tend to  other  districts  than  those  that  had  been 
named. 

Mr.  Lowndes  replied  to  the  suggestion,  that 
the  caU  for  information  was  too  limited,  and 
remarked,  that  it  was  surely  an  unsafe  position, 
because  all  the  information  that  was  desirable 
•  could  not  be  obtained,  that  it  was,  therefore, 
better  to  have  none  at  all.  He  thought  it  was 
safe  and  proper  to  rely  upon  the  discretion  of 
the  House,  in  respect  to  the  possible  result  of  a 
delay;  for  the  House  had  the  subject  always 
within  its  control,  and  could  regulate  and  direct 
it  by  such  principles  as  should  appear  to  be 
equitable  and  just.  In  respect  to  the  source  of 
information  contemplated  by  the  resolution,  he 
would  remark,  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  had  a  controlling  authority  over  aU  the 
subordinate  officers  in  the  various  departments 
of  Government.  His  requisitions  would  be  re- 
ceived with  attention,  and  answered  with  re- 
spect, and  it  was  not  so  much  a  transcript  from 
the  records  of  the  district  courts  which  the 
clerks  were  to  furnish,  as  it  was  a  digest  of  the 
information  on  that  subject  which  the  Execu- 
tive was  supposed  to  possess. 

Mr.  Seegbant  was  apprehensive  that  the 
resolution,  if  adopted,  would  hereafter  press 
seriously  upon  the  House.  Frivolous  and  un- 
meaning resolutions  would  never  voluntarily 
receive  the  sanction  of  this  body ;  and,  if  this 
should  be  adopted,  it  would  be  so  on  the  ground 
that  the  information  that  it  proposed  to  obtain 
was  necessary  and  proper.    If,  then,  it  should 


not  be  obtained,  when  we  arrive  at  the  period 
of  discussion  in  which  it  may  be  supposed  to  be 
appropriate,  it  may  be  difficult  to  resist  the 
call  for  a  further  postponement,  until  it  can  ba 
obtained. 

Mr.  S.  then  inquired,  and  examined  some- 
what in  detail  the  nature  and  situation  of  the 
records,  whose  repose  it  was  in  contemplation 
to  disturb.  Under  the  law  of  1800,  there  were 
commissioners  and  a  secretary  in  each  district, 
with  whom  these  papers  were  originally  placed. 
When  their  decision  had  been  consummated, 
these  papers  were  directed  to  be  deposited  in 
the  offices  of  the  several  clerks  of  the  respective 
district  courts.  No  digest  or  record  of  them 
was  made.  Of  course  it  wiU  be  necessary, 
should  the  resolution  be  adopted,  that  the 
clerks  or  their  successors  should  look  back 
among  the  files,  reproduce  them  to  the  light, 
open  each  and  every  file,  examine  them,  how- 
ever voluminous,  from  their  inception  to  their 
end ;  and,  after  all,  what  light  would  they  shed 
upon  the  expediency  of  the  biU  that  was  now 
upon  the  table  ?  What  if  it  should  appear  that 
the  dividends  had  been  small?  That  must  lead 
to  the  inquiry,  wherefore  .they  had  been  small? 
for  the  fact,  without  the  reason,  would  be  a 
most  fallacious  and  inconclusive  guide  in  iUmni- 
nating  the  path  of  inquiry.  He  would  not  enter, 
however,  on  that  branch  of  the  subject,  and 
would  merely  observe  that,  although  he  was 
desirous  that  every  sort  of  information  should 
be  given,  yet  he  sEould  be  reluctantly  com- 
pelled to  vote  against  the  resolution,  because  it 
would  evidently  occasion  not  only  a  great  ex- 
pense, but  a  consumption  of  time  that  might 
extremely  harass,  if  not  finally  defeat  a  bill  to 
which  the  mercantile  part  of  the  community 
looked  with  anxious  s.olicitude. 

The  resolution  was  further  supported  by 
Messrs.  Weight  and  Waefield,  when  the 
question  was  taken  thereon,  and  carried  in  the 
affirmative — ^yeas  77,  nays  71. 


Wednesday,  January  9. 
Another    member,   to    wit,  from   Georgia, 
Aleeed  Cuthbeet,  appeared,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 


Thuesdat,  January  10. 
Surveyors  General, 
Mr.  RANKn^,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  had  been 
referred,  reported  a  bill  requiring  surveyors 
general  to  give  bond  and  security  for  the  faith- 
ful disbursement  of  public  money,  and  to  limit 
their  term  of  office ;  which  bill  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to-morrow. 

BanJs  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Aethue  Smith  submitted  the  foUowiag 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  refer- 
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red  the  memorial  of  the  United  States  Baiik,  be  in- 
fitnicted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  it 
the  condition  on  which  any  alteration  of  the  charter 
for  the  benefit  of  the  said  bank  shall  be  made,  that 
the  eighth  clause  of  the  fundamental  articles  of  the 
constitution  of  said  bank  be  so  amended,  as  to  limit 
the  said  bank  in  the  contraction  of  debts,  and  the 
issue  of  its  notes,  to  some  multiple  of  the  gold  and 
silver  coin  of  the  lawful  currency  of  the  United  States 
actually  in  its  vaults  or  possession,  and  held  to  an- 
swer the  demands  against  it ;  that  the  said  commit- 
tee also  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing,  that 
the  plea  of  the  act  of  limitations  shall  not  bar  a  re- 
covery in  an  action  brought  on  a  note  or  notes  is- 
sued by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  payable 
to  bearer. 

The  resolution  being  read,  the  question  was 
taken,  "Will  the  House -agree  thereto?"  and 
determined  in  the  negative. 

Indian  Depa/rtment — Its  Hxpenditures. 

Mr.  Plumee,  of  New  Hampshire,  called  for 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution  by  him  sub- 
mitted on  "Wednesday  last,  calling  for  informa- 
tion from  the  "War  Department  relative  to  the 
expenditures  of  the  Indian  Department  for  the 
year  1821. 

After  some  prefatory  remarks  by  the  mover, 
the  House  agreed  to  consider  the  same. 

Mr.  McDuEFrE  hoped  the  resolution  would 
pass.  Had  it  been  moved  in  its  proper  season, 
several  days  ago,  it  might  have  prevented  the 
long  discussion  that  had  taken  place. 

Mr.  Teaot  wished  to  extend  the  inquiry 
more  speoiflcally  than  the  motion  seemed  to 
embrace.  He  therefore  proposed  an  amend- 
ment to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Eandolph  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  objecting  to  the  original  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  nor  to  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York ; 
but  to  state  to  the  House  what,  in  his  opinion, 
was  an  obvious  principle  of  legislation.  There 
could  be  no  objection  on  the  part  of  the  Honse, 
certainly  there  was  none  on  his,  to  receiving 
any  information  which  its  subordinate  depart- 
ments might  think  proper  to  impart.  Such  in- 
formation, however,  was  not  requisite  for  hint, 
in  sustaming  the  part  which  he  had  deemed  it 
his  duty  to  take  on  the  subject.  It  was  incum- 
bent on  those  who  ask  for  an  issue  of  money 
from  the  public  purse,  to  show  their  reasons  for 
the  call.  The  onus  was  on  them.  Those  who 
asked  for  the  appropriation  were  to  show  cause 
why  it  should  be  done.  It  was  enough  for 
this  House  to  remain  passive  nntU  those  who 
wanted  their  money  had  at  least  proven  the 
exigence  that  gave  birth  to  the  solicitation. 
He  was  not  disposed  to  cavil  on  the  ninth  part 
of  a  hair.  He  was  no  Hotspnr.  But  when 
my  constituents  are  asked  for  money— for  'tis 
their  money,  said  Mr.  R.,  not  mine— it  is  not 
forme  to  be  lavish  with  it;  nor  was  it  their 
province  to  go  in  quest  of  the  reasons  that  in- 
duce others  to  seek  it. 

Mr.  Ehea  moved  a   postponement;  which 
was  opposed  by  Mr.  Eeid,  and  negatived. 
Vol.  "VH.— 15 


The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Teaoy's 
amendment,  and  carried. 

Mr.  "Waefibld  was  satisfied  with  the  infor- 
mation already  obtained,  although  he  was  will- 
ing that  other  gentlemen  should  be  gratified 
who  wished  for  further  light.  By  reference, 
however,  to  what  was  abeady  in  our  power, 
he  thought  it  would  appear  that  the  informa- 
tion contemplated  by  the  resolution  could  not 
be  obtained  in  time  for  the  partial  appropria- 
tion bin  to  whiolLit  seemed  to  refer,  railess  the 
debate  on  that  bm  should  be  protracted  until 
late  in  the  Spring. 

The  subject  was  further  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Pltimbb,  "Waiwoeth,  and  Abthue  Smith;  when 

Mr.  Ehea  remarked  that  he  wished  the  in- 
quiry to  go  further  back.  He  did  not  wish  for 
a  partial  examination  of  the  subject,  but  for  a 
full  elucidation.  This  he  thought  was  due  to 
the  Secretary  of  "War;  and  he  would  there- 
fore move  to  amend  the  resolution  so  as  to  ex- 
tend the  inquiry  not  only  to  1821,  but  also  to 
1820. 

Mr.  GrLMEE  hoped  the  amendment  would 
succeed,  though  he  was  not  himself  desirous  of 
the  information  called  for  by  the  resolution. 
Mr.  G.  proceeded  to  remark  on  the  course 
which  this  subject  had  taken,  and  incidentally 
on  the  merits  of  the  question  which  had  been 
for  several  days  under  debate,  at  considerable 
length — of  which  it  is  practicable  to  give  the 
substance  only.  It  seemed  to  him  that  some 
gentlemen  were  too  eager  *to  identify  the  per- 
sonal character  of  the  Secretary  with  questions 
before  the  House,  and  taking  up  their  defence 
before  any  one  thought  of  making  an  attack. 
In  the  particular  cases  before  the  House,  Mr.  G. 
confessed  that  the  Secretary  of  "War  did  not 
possess  his  confidence ;  though  he  believed  him 
to  be,  in  the  general  discharge  of  his  duty,  an 
able  and  enlightened  oflEicer ;  and  he  believed 
that  ofllcer  drew  much  too  largely  on  the  con- 
fidence of  this  House,  if  he  presumed  it  would 
justify  him  in  the  course  he  had  adopted  in  re- 
gard to  the  excess  of  expenditure  above  the  ap- 
propriation. It  had  indeed  been  argued  that 
an  appropriation  law  is  not  the  authority  for 
expending  money ;  he  admitted  that  if  an  army 
is  authorized,  you  give  power  to  enlist  so  many 
soldiers;  that  if  contracts  cannot  be  made  on 
terms  as  cheap  as  were  anticipated  when  the 
law  passed,  it  was  competent  for  the  Secretary 
to  make  up  the  deficiency,  but  this  was  not  an 
analogous  case,  as  those  expenses  were  not 
authorized  by  any  law.  If  any  Secretary  ex- 
pended more  money  than  he  was  authorized  to 
do  it  should  be  at  bis  peril,  and  on  his  own 
responsibility.  This  was  the  great  question; 
and  he  for  one  would  not-  admit  that  any  Sec- 
retary should  dare— he  would  use  this  strong 
language — should  dare  to  place  his  construction 
above  the  construction  of  this  House,.,  and  sub- 
stitute his  discretion  for  law.  Mr.  G.  contended 
further  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  "War  to  have  prevented  a  large  portion 
of  this  unauthorized,  expenditure.,   ''*  """■  ■"""^' 
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known  that  not  only  immense  numbers  of  the 
Indians  attended  at  the  agencies  to  receive  their 
annuities,  but  tliat  they  came  attended  by  their 
women  and  children,  who  all  assembled  and  re- 
mained for  many  days  for  the  purpose  of  being 
fed  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States.  This 
expense,  at  least,  the  Secretary  could  have  con- 
trolled— timely  orders  to  his  sub-agents  would 
have  prevented  it,  by  directing  that  rations 
should  not  be  issued  to  those  swarms  of  savages 
at  the  public  expense,  as  had  been  the  practice 
heretofore.  Such  an  order  would  have  sent 
the  Indians  home,  and  the  expense  would  have 
been  avoided.  Another  curtailment  of  expendi- 
ture, Mr.  G,  presumed,  might  have  been  made 
in  the  article  of  presents.  There  was  an  exist- 
ing statute  which  expressly  forbid  that  the  cost 
of  presents  to  the  Indian  tribes  should  exceed 
fifteen  thousand  dollars — there  was  no  discre- 
tion left  in  the  case  to  the  Executive ;  Mr.  G. 
would  always  protest  against  the  exercise  of 
any  discretion  which  should  transcend  the  dis- 
bursement authorized.  Suppose  it  should  be 
discovered  that  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  the 
great  discretionary  power  contended  for  by 
some  gentlemen,  should  have  thought  proper 
to  expend  for  presents  the  sum  of  $50,000,  in- 
stead of  $15,000 — and  Mr.  G.  thought  it  highly 
probable  that  it  would  turn  out  so ;  for  it  had 
been  stated  by  one  gentleman,  (Mr.  JBuohanan,) 
that  $40,000  was  expended  in  transporting  an- 
nuities, but  this  must  certainly  be  an  error,  and 
he  presumed  it  was"  for  presents.  Mr.  G.  was 
of  opinion,  also,  that  the  expenditure  for  the 
Indian  department  might  have  been  reduced  in 
the  supply  of  agricultural  implements,  ploughs, 
&c.,  which  was  furnished,  and  which  he  went 
on  to  show  might  have  been  reduced  without 
producing  any  hardship  or  inconvenience  to 
the  tribes  to  whom  they  were  sent ;  for,  he 
observed,  these  implements  benefited  only  that 
class  amongst  the  Indians  which  were  wealthy, 
and  were  calculated  only  to  encourage  an  aris- 
tocracy amongst  them;  while  the  great  body 
of  the  tribes,  poor  and  miserable,  xind  suflTering, 
derived  no  good  whatever  from  the  donation. 
But  these  things  were  not  known  perhaps  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  to.  this  man  of  towering 
genius,  to  which  so  much  homage  was  paid. 
Genius  he  might  have,  and  had,  Mr.  G.  said, 
but  for  his  part,  he  would  much  prefer  a  little 
practical  common  sense  to  aU  the  powers  of 
imagination  which  had  been  ascribed  to  the 
Secretaa-y  of  War.  It  was  not  his  object,  how- 
ever, Mr.  G.  said,  to  assail  or  defend  any  Sec- 
retary— he  spoke  only  of  facts  and  principles. 
As  to  the  resolution  before  .the  House,  he  had 
no  idea  that  the  information  it  called  for  would 
change  his  opinion  on  this  subject.  He  was 
satisfied  that  money  had  been  expended  which 
was  not  authorized,  and  no  confidence  would 
induce  him  to  justify  such  dereliction  in  a  pub- 
lic officer — he  would  .give  no  such  confidence. 
The  people,  Mr.  G.  said,  placed  a  special  confi- 
dence in  their  representatives  in  matters  of  ap- 
propriation— it  was  unlike  matters  of  ordinary 


legislation — and  be  had  to  learn  that  confidence 
was  transferable. 

Mr.  Randolph  wished  to  know  of  the  Ohair 
whether,  on  this  resolution,  the  merits  of  the 
question  which  had  been  under  consideration 
for  some  days  were  debatable  ? 

The  Spbakee  thought  not;  but  it  was  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  determine  the  precise  line 
of  separation  between  the  two  subjects. 

Mr.  Plumer  had  no  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment if  the  House  desired  additional  informa- 
tion ;  though  he  himself  did  not. 

Mr.  Ehba's  amendment  was  agreed  to — ^ayes 
89;  and  the  resolution,  as  amended,  passed 
without  a  count. 

Milita/ry  Appropriations — Indian  JDepm-tment. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making 
partial  appropriations  for  the  military  service 
of  the  year  1822 — the  question  on  filling  the 
blank  for  the  Indian  department  being  yet  un- 
der consideration — 

Mr,  Eabbolph  remarked  that,  in  opposing 
tlie  appropriation  now  before  the  House,  him- 
self, and  those  who  acted  with  him,  had,  per- 
haps, shown  more  gallantry  than  discretion. 
It  was,  perhaps,  proper  for  him  to  vindicate 
the  Administration  with  which  he  had  the 
honor — for  an  honor  it  was,  not  indeed  in  the 
sense  in  which  that  term  is  bandied  about  in 
this  House — to  act.  He  regretted  that  so  much 
personality  had  been  introduced,  not  only  in 
relation  to  the  officers  of  the  Government,  but 
to  the  members  of  this  House.  There  were 
two  questions  which  the  committee  had  to  de- 
cide, that,  in  his  opinion,  had  not  been  met, 
probably  because  they  had  been  misconceived. 
The  first  and  most  important  question  was, 
Where  does  the  supreme  authority  of  this  Gov- 
ernment rest?  Does  it  reside  in  agents  or  in 
sub-agents?  or  shall  we  find  it  in  the  subordi- 
nates of  subordinates?  He  (Mr.  E.)  would  not 
consent  to  admit  that  the  War  Department 
was  a  co-ordinate  or  correlative  branch  of  this 
House.  Should  it  be  said  that  the  Executive 
was  such  a  branch,  he  would  not  deny  it;  bnt 
when  we  approach  the-  Executive  or  Senate 
for  information,  it  is  in  the  respectful  terms  of 
request ;  when  we  speak  to  the  subalterns  of 
the  Executive,  we  order  and  direct — in  lan- 
guage, civil  if  you  please,  but  mandatory.  The 
doctrine  of  these  departments  being  co-ordinate 
branches  of  the  Government,  was  therefore  un- 
sound— it  would  not  hold  water  a  moment. 
And  who  is  to  be  the  judge,  and  what  the 
measure  of  judgment?  What  is  their  power? 
It  is  derivative;  they  are  the  breath  of  the 
Executive  nostrils,  Mr.  E.  here  adverted  to 
the  situation  and  limitation  of  the  powers  of 
former  Secretaries,  and  was  disposed  to  do 
more  justice  to  ttie  present  Secretary  of  War, 
than  his  friends  seemed  to  have  done.  The 
old  Spanish  proverb,  "Save  me  from  my 
friends,"  &c.,  recurred  to  his  mind;  and  he 
would  not  take  the  Secretary  where  he  had 
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been  placed,  and  for  the  reason  that  he  had  not 
placed  himself  there.  The  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  had  hard  measure  dealt  out  to  them 
on  both  sides.  They  had  tried  to  husband  the 
public  resources,  and  for  this  they  were  entitled 
to  credit.  They  had  taken  the  only  course  that 
could  effect  that  object ;  and  he  could  defy  the 
ingenuity  of  gentlemen  to  limit  the  expenditure 
of  the  Indian  department  in  any  other  manner 
than  by  limiting  the  appropriations.  The  same 
course  was  required  as  when  you  would  teach 
frugality  to  a  child  at  school.  As  you  could 
not  define  every  item  of  expense,  the  only  and 
proper  way  would  be,  to  limit  by  a  precise  sum 
the  amount  of  his  expenditures,  beyond  which 
he  should  not  go.  There  was  no  other  mode  of 
retrenchment  where  the  expenditure  was  con- 
tingent. This  deficit,  said  Mr.  R.,  comes  before 
us  in  a  most  questionable  shape.  Last  year,  the 
Secretary  made  hifi  estimate  of  $170,000.  Only 
$100,000  were  appropriated,  and  now  he  comes 
in  for  the  exact  balance.  Instead,  therefore,  of 
an  appi'opriation,  the  application  should  rather 
be  for  the  passage  of  a  biU  of  indemnity  to  pro- 
tect him  from  the  consequences  of  having  tran- 
scended the  powers  confided  to  him  by  the 
Representatives  of  the  people.  Such  an  act 
was  resorted  to  by  Lord  Chatham,  in  relation 
to  his  usurpations  on  the  subject  of  the  expor- 
tation of  corn.  Even  that  great  man,  who  fills 
so  large  a  space  in  the  page  of  history,  and 
whose  name  will  be  reverenced  when  those 
who  now  figure  upon  the  scene  of  action  shall 
be  sunk,  deeper  than  the  plummet  ever  sounded, 
in  the  unfathomable  abyss  of  oblivion,  was 
obliged  to  seek  shelter  under  a  protecting  act, 
for  having  been  gnUty  of  what  he  confessed  to 
be  a  thirty  days'  tyranny. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
BtroHANAu)  had  referred  to  the  day,  even  the 
day,  when  he  (Mr.  E.)  was  a  member  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  show  from 
the  history  of  that  period  that  then,  even  then, 
there  was  a  necessity  to  supply  the  deficits  of 
past  appropriations.  But  that  gentleman  would 
remember,  it  is  one  thing  to  know  for  what  ap- 
propriations are  made,  and  another  thing  to 
grant, them  without  knowledge — ^in  the  dark. 
There  was  but  one  unaccounted  deficit  supplied, 
within  his  recollection,  at  the  period  alluded 
to,  and  that  was  for  the  naval  expenditure, 
which,  from  the  nature  of  the  service,  was  most 
uncertain.  But  another  prodigious  discovery 
had  been  made  by  his  colleague,  (Mj.  Smyth,) 
that  $100,000  had  been  granted  for  the  civil 
list.  But,  though  the  appropriation  was  not 
specific  on  the'  face  of  the  act,  yet  it  was  neces- 
sarily so  in  the  progress  of  the  disbursement. 
The  salaries  of  the  President,  of  the  judges,  and 
of  the  various  officers  of  the  Government,  were 
limited  and  defined.  There  was  no  reason  to 
fear  that  they  would  draw  for  larger  amounts 
than  they  wei'e  entitled  to.  It  was  not  like 
the  Indian  department,  where  the  disbursement 
was  contingent,  and  undefined  by  law.  Did 
any  one  ever  heai-  of  a  nation  being  ruined  by 


the  expenses  of  the  civil  list  ?  This  was  really 
saving  at  the  spigot  and  letting  out  at  the  two 
great  vortices — the  Army  and  the  Navy.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Smtth)  had  said 
hard  things  of  the  former  Secretary  of  War, 
(General  Dearborn,)  and  that  his  only  memora- 
ble act  was  his  sending  the  army  to  perish  and 
die  among  the  marshes  of  ITew  Orleans.  Now 
he  would  say,  and  he  would  say  it  without  fear, 
that  the  Secretary  of  War  was  no  more  respon- 
sible for  that  aol^f  the  commanding  General, 
than  the  head  of  the  Department  in  the  late 
war  was  for  any  of  the  blunders  of  the  com- 
manding Generals  on  the  Niagara  frontier. 
[Mr.  S.  here  called  Mr.  K.  to  order.]  The 
Chairman  having  requested  Mr.  E.  to  proceed, 
he  rose,  and  observed  that  neither  his  health, 
nor  his  fondness  for  debate,  or  rather  his  aver- 
sion to  it,  would  permit  him  to  extend  his  re- 
marks to  all  the  subjects  that  the  question  pre- 
sented. But,  so  long  as  his  constituents  looked 
to  him  with  so  much  partiality  as  to  send  him 
here  to  espouse  their  rights,  he  should  raise  his 
voice  without  fear,  against  any  principle  that 
compromitted  those  rights.  The  law,  he  said, 
had  not  authorized  the  expenditure,  and  he 
here  read  and  commented  upon  the  statute  that 
authorizes  the  distribution  of  rations  to  the 
Indians.  It  was  a  guarded  and  qualified  per- 
mission, not  a  peremptory  requirement.  The 
law  of  the  land,  therefore,  stood  violated,  and 
its  supreme  authority  was  disregarded  by  an 
officer  of  the  Government. 

You  may  be  Viceroys,  it  is  true. 
But  we'U  be  Viceroys  over  you — 

was  now  virtually  the  language  held  to  this 
House.  It  could  not  excite  surprise  that  he 
(Mr.  R.)  should  enlist  under  the  banner  of  the 
people.  Although  he  had  once  a  connection 
with  the  court,  it  was  not  long  enough  to  es- 
strange  his  feelings  from  their  interest.  His 
bias  leaned  to  the  payers  of  taxes,  not  to  the 
consumers.  Much  had  been  said  of  dignity, 
but  dignity  had  its  seat  in  the  mind.  It  might 
be  found  as  often  under  a  patched  coat  as  under 
a  flaunting  robe,  that  might  be  borrowed  or 
stolen.  True  dignity  consists  in  acting  well  in 
that  situation  in  which  it  has  pleased  God  to 
place  us;  and  in  a  Secretary  of  War  it  consists 
in  not  exceeding  his  appropriations.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Bttohanan) 
had  said  that  he  did  not  believe  a  single  cent 
was  unnecessarily  expended  during  the  admin- 
istration of  Mr.  Jefferson.  He  (Mr.  E.)  could 
not  go  so  far.  There  were  too  many  hungry 
mouths  to  be  filled  under  all  administrations ; 
too  many  dogs  that  were  ready  to  eat  dirty 
bread  and  dirty  pudding.  But,  in  order  to  re- 
tain the  confidence  of  the  nation,  a  watchfol 
guard  should  be  placed  over  the  people's  money. 
Keep  your  money,  and  your  money  wiU  keep 
you;  but  go  to  bed  with  confidence  in  your 
mouths,  and  you  will  awake  with  chains  on 
vour  hands.  We  should  not  shun  the  law 
which  requires  scrutiny  in  the  disbursement  of 
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public  moneys;  nor,  when  we  do  guard  the 
Treasury,  should  we  he  put  on  our  deliverance, 
[f  we  are  to  be  thus  put,  said  Mr.  E.,  I  will  say 
with  the  gentleman  over  the  way,  (Mr.  Flotd,) 
[  am  ready  to  go  to  Spain  I  The  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Smyth,)  under 
svhose  displeasure  I  have  had  the  misfortune  to 
Sail,  has  spoken  favorably  of  the  employment 
af  the  troops  in  the  pursuits  of  agriculture — 
ihat  their  swords,  or  the  use  of  them,  were  con- 
rerted  into  ploughshares.  But  I  can  remem- 
ber, said  Mr.  E.,  when  that  very  proposition 
was  hooted  out  of  the  House.  The  soldiers 
were  likened  to  the  barrow-men  of  Philadel- 
phia. Their  stations  and  dignity  were  too  high 
to  be  brought  down  to  the  business  of  making 
roads,  as  were  the  Eoman  legions.  But  they 
were  not  confined  to  making  roads — they  were 
sent  up  the  Missouri  as  the  bait  to  the  trap  for 
m  Indian  war.  He  had  not  seen  an  account  of 
ihe  missing  in  that  war,  nor  the  death-roll  of 
;he  army  sent  to  St.  Augustine.  Mr.  E.  ex- 
pressed a  hope  that  the  dignity  of  the  debate 
tiad  not  been  interrupted  by  him.  His  life  was 
tn  that  state  of  obscurity — he  would  not  say  of 
proscription — ^in  which  it  began.  He  could  now 
)ee  only  two  members  of  the  House,  (Messrs. 
3mith,  of  Maryland,  and  New,)  who  belonged  to 
it  at  the  time  he  entered  that  body.  In  allud- 
ing to  the  events,  quarum  pars  fui,  he  could 
lot  but  be  astonished  that  in  so  short  a  space 
rf  time,  principles  were  received  as  matters  of 
sourse,  which  transcended,  beyond  measure, 
ihose  for  which  an  administration  of  that  day 
was  put  down,  and,  as  he  then  thought,  put 
iown  forever.  He  feared,  from  the  past,  that 
whoever  succeeds,  will  find  the  constitution, 
ike  the  horizon  from  the  traveller,  fly  from 
before  Mm ;  that  he  would  find  it  flying  before 
expediency  and  confidence.  However  the  Ee- 
publican  party  should  be  divided  or  subdivided, 
it  would  settle  down  into  the  parties  of  the 
Dourt  and  Country.  For  his  part,  the  side  of 
the  people  was  his  side.  He  was  identified 
with  them,  and  God  forbid,  said  he,  that  we 
should  causelessly  throw  away  that  money 
which  they  are  perhaps,  at  this  moment,  labor- 
ing to  earn. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  sorry  the  range  of  debate 
had  been  so  wide  and  excursive ;  nor  could  he 
3ee  the  necessity  that  the  transactions  twenty 
years  ago  should  be  drawn  into  discussion 
with  more  propriety  than  the  wise  doubtings  of 
Wouter  Van  Twiller,  or  the  inflexible  edicts  of 
Peter  the  Headstrong.  Mr.  B.  would  fully  con- 
Dur  with  gentlemen  in  the  propriety  of  making 
appropriations  specific ;  but  it  seemed  to  have 
been  forgotten 'that  the  specification  must  be 
made  in  this  House.  The  departments  were 
not  entitled  to  make  it;  and  no  information 
until  yesterday  had  been  asked  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War.  In  1820,  there  was  kid  upon  our 
tables  a  detailed  statement  of  the  whole  system 
of  policy  and  expenditure  ia  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment for  a  long  series  of  years.  That  informa- 
tion was  to  be  considered  as  before  the  House, 


and  at  the  last  Congress  no  objection  was  made 
to  the  system.  The  appropriation  of  the  last 
year  did  not  apply  to  the  policy  of  the  Indian 
department.  The  bill  came  in  blank,  and  he  did 
not  remember  to  have  heard  even  an  intima- 
tion that  it  was  intended  to  cut  down  any  part 
of  the  Indian  expenditure.  [Mr.  Smith  ex- 
plained, and  said  the  estimate  was  $170,000,  and 
he  had  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  $100,000 
only.]  This  appropriation,  said  Mr.  B.,  was 
passed  in  silence;  not  so  that  which  related 
to  the  fortifications.  The  extent  and  policy  of 
that  expenditure  was  tested  by  discussion  and 
by  vote.  Mr.  B.  was  as  little  disposed  as  oth- 
ers to  grant  away  the  public  money.  But  what 
was  more  common  than  that  committees  should 
be  mistaken  in  their  estimates?  It  happened 
almost  every  year — but  an  error  of  that  kind 
had  never  before,  as  he  believed,  been  construed 
into  an  indication  that  the  source  of  expendi- 
ture was  to  be  destroyed.  Mr.  B.  thought  the 
Secretary  of  War  could  not  be  said  to  have 
disobeyed  the  direction  of  the  House.  He 
had  never  been  called  upon  to  apportion  the 
$100,000.  That  would  be  an  act  which  he  had 
no  right  or  power  to  assume.  If  Congress 
directs  that  presents  shaU  cease,  rations  be  dis- 
continued, or  the  agents,  interpreters,  &o.,  re- 
main unpaid,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  War 
Department  to  obey  the  mandate ;  but  to  limit 
and  apportion  to  each,  or  to  continue  one  and 
discontinue  another,  when  the  laws  were  in 
force  that  required  them  all,  would  certainly  be 
a  departure  from  his  duty.  By  voting  the  sum 
now  proposed,  the  Department  would  not  be 
exonerated  from  responsibility  of  subsequently 
accounting  for  it.  The  public  would,  therefore, 
be  safe,  and  he  thought  it  unwise  to  depart  at 
this  time  from  a  practice  which  had  uniformly 
obtained  for  forty  years,  without  setting  up  a 
buoy,  to  warn  the  Department  of  the  course 
which  was  prescribed  for  it  to  take. 

Mr.  ToD  rose  to  explain  his  reasons  for  vot- 
ing in  favor  of  the  sum  that  had  been  named 
by  the  £lonmiittee  of  Ways  and  Means.  He 
was  induced  to  do  this  from  the  circumstance 
that  other  gentlemen  on  that  committee  had 
thought  proper  to  explain,  the  reasons  that 
would  influence  them  to  vote  against  it.  Mr. 
T.  passed  in  review  the  general  topics  that  had 
arisen  in  the  course  of  the  debate ;  but  the  dif- 
ficulty of  hearing  precludes  a  fuU  and  extended 
report  of  his  observations.  He  thought  it  some- 
what singular  that,  with  one  solitary  exception, 
every  gentleman  who  had  resisted  the  report 
had  expressed  an  entire  confidence  in  the  gen- 
tleman who  directs  the  War  Department.  They 
are  conviaced  that  he  has  done  his  duty,  and  are 
solicitous  to  make  him  an  appropriation  of 
thirty  thousand  dollars,  and  that,  too,  founded 
on  the  same  data  and  principles  with  the  appro- 
priation which  they  oppose.  In  other  words, 
they  are  dissatisfied  with  his  past  conduct,  and 
therefore  insist  upon  trusting  him  in  future; 
they  would  trust  in  his  promises  and  estimates, 
but  not  in  his  facts !    A  great  anxiety  seemed 
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to  exist  for  accottnts  current — ^for  proofs  and 
papers.  He  doubted,  however,  -whether  this 
House  was  a  very  proper  place  to  audit  the 
Secretary's  accounts.  The  Third  Auditor's 
apartment  was  most  appropriate  for  that  busi- 
ness, where  papers  were  measured  by  the  cord. 
If  those  papers  were  even  brought  forward,  he 
ddubted  whether  they  would  lead  to  a  very 
beneficial  result.  For  his  part,  he  did  not  wish 
to  overhaul  papers,  and  hunt  up  receipts,  for 
half  a  pound  of  tobacco,  a  yard  of  wampum,  or  a 
pair  of  nippers,  furnished  to  an  Indian.  There 
wei'e  officers  who  were  more  competent  to  per- 
form this  drudgery,  and  who  would  probably 
do  more  justice  to  the  subject  than  tHs  House 
in  their  representative  capacity.  Mr.  T.  ad- 
verted, also,  to  the  .consequences  that  might 
arise  from  withholding  the  Indian  supplies,  and 
contended  that,  to  make  the  appropriation,  was 
called  for  as  much  by  the  dictates  of  policy  as 
of  justice  and  honor. 

Mr.  Stevenson  moved  to  rise  and  report, 
and  intimated  his  intention  to  make  some  re- 
marks on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Smyth  begged  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  to  make  a  few  observations  in  relation 
to  some  points  of  the  debate.  If  any  thing  of  a 
personal  character,  or  derogatory  to  the  dignity 
of  the  House  had  occurred,  the  House  would 
bear  him  witness  that  it  had  not  fallen  from 
him.  Mr.  S.  read  a  part  of  the  rules  of  the 
House,  that  related  to  personal  allusions,  and 
remarked  that  it  was  always  unpleasant  to 
speak  of  one's  self,  and  more  especially,  under 
any  degree  of  irritation ;  but  he  could  not  for- 
bear to  give  a  short  answer  to  the  law  which 
had  been  referred  to  by  his  colleague,  (Mr. 
Randolph,)  as  limiting  the  rations,  such  as 
could  be  spared.  The  extent  of  the  rations  to 
be  dealt  out,  was,  indeed,  in  some  degree,  a 
matter  of  discretion — ^unless  usage  had  given  it 
a  measure — but  the  obligation  to  furnish  them 
was  stiU  in  force  and  unrepealed.  The  Secre- 
tary .of  War  had  no  right  to  refuse  them.  The 
gentleman  says  the  act  of  sending  the  Army  to 
perish  among  the  marshes  that  surround  New 
Orleans,  is  to  be  ascribed  to  President  Jefierson. 
If  so,  why  should  not  the  expenditure  of  the 
Indian  department,  in  like  manner,  be  ascribed 
to  the  present  Executive?  The  fact  is,  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  commits 
these  things  to  the  heads  of  the  Departments, 
and  they  are  responsible  for  theu"  own  acts. 
Mr.  S.  could  not  beUeve  that  his  colleague  in- 
tended to  apply  that  to  him,  in  relation  to  the 
proceedings  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  which  he 
repelled  as  a  calumny.  By  this  he  would  as- 
sure both  that  gentleman  and  the  House,  that 
no  reflection,  however  personal,  should  prevent 
him  from  the  performance  of  his  duty.  It  had 
been  undertaken,  and  should  be  performed, 
whatever  might  be  the  consequence.  Mr.  S. 
referred  to  two  appropriations  that  were  made 
to  cover  deficits  at  the  time  when  his  colleague 
contended  that  they  were  made  upon  account 
rendered.    One  was  made  in  December,  and 


the  other  in  the  January  following — and  both 
for  the  same  object,  which  showed  that  the 
accounts  or  estimates  could  not  have  been  ren- 
dered when  the  first  was  made — otherwise  it 
would  have  been  made  sufficiently  large  to  have 
prevented  the  necessity  of  the  second.  His  col- 
league had  said  that  he  was  of  the  party  of  the 
people.  So,  also,  am  I,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  belong 
not  to  the  court ;  and  when  will  it  be  found  that 
I  was  ever  wanting  in  my  duty  to  the  cause  of 
the  people  ?  I  have  an  interest  in  the  people, 
and  in  posterity.*  There  are  those  to  whom  my 
existence  is  important — but  even  that  existence 
shall  never  stand  in  the  way  of  my  duty. 

The  question  was  then  taien  on  Mr.  Steven- 
son's motion  to  rise  and  report,  and  carried; 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


Peedat,  January  11. 
Military  Appropriations — Indian  Department. 
The  order  of  the  day  being  announced — 
Mr.  BuTLEK  moved  to  postpone  to  Tuesday 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  for  making 
partial  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
army,  &o.,  for  the  year  1822.  The  reasons  he 
assigned  for  this  motion  were,  that  resolations 
had  been  passed  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of 
War  for  certain  information,  the  want  of  which 
had  given  rise  to  a  great  deal  of  debate,  and  oc- 
casioned an  unnecessary  consumption  of  time. 
It  was  no  ofiience  to  the  officer  in  question  to 
have  asked  of  him  for  further  information.  Let 
it  be  received,  said  he ;  doubtless  the  Secretary 
can  fully  justify  his  course.  It  is  very  probable 
that  he  made  every  effijrt  within  his  power  to 
bring  the  expenditure  within  the  appropriation, 
and  would  prove  it  by  the  facts  which  are  to 
be  reported  to  the  House.  The  debate,  Mr.  B. 
said,  had  involved  the  genius  and  character  of 
that  officer  rather  than  the  merits  of  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House;  and  aU  difficulty  re- 
specting it  might  have  been  prevented  by  hav- 
ing the  information  first,  and  debating  the  sub- 
ject afterwards.  He  could  not  see  any  benefit 
that  could  arise  from  pressing  a  further  discus- 
sion at  this  moment,  and  therefore  wished  post- 
ponement, &c. 

Mr.  Golden  supported  the  motion  for  post- 
ponement, because  the  further  discussion  of  it 
at  present  could  tend  to  no  beneficial  purpose. 
With  regard  to  the  debate  which  had  already 
taken  place,  Mr.  0.  said  if  any  one  had  heard 
it  without  knowing  the  subject,  he  might  have 
supposed  the  House  was  sitting  in  caucus  on 
the  subject  of  the  Presidentii  election,  dis- 
cussing the  merits  of  the  candidates.  The 
whole  and  sole  point  of  controversy  for  several 
days  had  been,  whether  the  Secretary  of  War 
had  given  to  the  House  such  information  as 
wiU  authorize  it,  in  the  exercise  of  a  sound 
discretion,  in  voting  the  appropriation  which 
has  been  asked.  If  this  were  the  true  point, 
what  need  for  travelling  over  our  history,  &c., 
and  taking  so  wide  a  range  in  this  debate? 
No  member  had  questioned  during  these  ten 
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.  s'  debate,  whether  it  was  in  the  power 
of  Congress  to  make  an  appropriation  of  this 
nature ;  the  only  question  had  been  as  to  the 
proof  of  its  necessity.  Such  being  the  case,  and 
the  information  being  now  called  for,  why  dis- 
cuss it  further  until  that  information  was  re- 
ceived ?  If  in  all  this  business  there  was  any 
fault — ^he  used  the  word  in  no  invidious  or 
unfriendly  sense — ^it  was  in  the  organ  of  this 
House.  If  there  was  a  defect  of  information, 
the  Committee  of  Finance,  he  apprehended, 
rather  than  the  Secretary  of  War,  had  commit- 
ted it.  The  committees  of  the  House,  Mr.  C.  said, 
are  supposed  to  hold  direct  communication  with 
the  heads  of  departments,  and  to  be  the  me- 
iium  of  communication  between  them  and  this 
Eouse.  It  was  for  this  purpose  he  understood 
that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had 
been  constituted.  If  that  committee  had  not 
been  satisfied  of  the  propriety  of  passing  the  bill 
now  before  the  Committee  of  the  "Whole,  it  was 
to  be  presumed  they  would  not  have  reported  it. 
But  that  committee  had  not  given  such  infor- 
[nation  on  the  subject  as  appeared  to  satisfy  the 
House.  The  Secretary  of  War,  however,  had 
shown  every  disposition  to  afford  the  House  all 
the  information  in  his  power,  and  if  this  bill 
svere  postponed,  he  presumed  the  House  would 
by  Tuesday  receive  the  information  for  which 
it  had  asked. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  opposed  to  this  postpone- 
ment. For  what  purpose,  he  asked,  was  the 
subject  to  be  postponed?  It  was  said  to  ac- 
quire additional  information.  What  informa- 
tion, said  he,  have  you  already?  You  have 
precise  information  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
as  to  all  the  objects  of  the  expenditure,  and  he 
bas  told  you  that  it  is  impossible  to  give  you 
vouchers  showing  the  special  manner  in  which 
every  sum  of  expenditure  is  applied.  This,  it 
would  occur  to  every  one,  would  be  utterly  im- 
possible, because,  unless  the  Secretary  was 
more  fortunate  than  anybody  else,  he  could  not 
bave  vouchers  and  receipts  for  the  expenditure 
before  the  expenditure  was  made.  In  a  general 
view,  then,  the  House  had  all  the  information 
which  could  be  expected ;  and  it  could  not  have 
it  in  detail  until  the  information  was  obtained 
by  the  Secretary.  Mr.  B.  said  he  was  opposed 
to  the  postponement  for  the  further  reason — 
that  as  the  gentlemen  on  his  side  of  the  House 
had  occupied  the  iioor  more  than  those  who 
were  opposed  to  them,  and  an  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Virginia  had  been  expected  to  address 
the  House  this  morning,  he  (Mr.  B.)  was  for 
extending  to  him  the  same  liberality  which  had 
been  accorded  to  others.  He  wanted  for  him- 
self no  further  information;  and  he  thought, 
also,  that  courtesy  ought  to  induce  the  House 
now  to  go  on  with  the  discussion  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Cambeblenq-  was  not  so  entirely  satisfied 
with  the  information  before  the  House  as  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  appeared  to  be. 
He  was  persuaded  that  the  Secretary  of  War 
was  able  and  perfectly  disposed  to  give  other  in- 
formation which  might  be  acceptable.  It  would. 


he  thought,  be  decorous  in  this  House  to  itself, 
as  well  as  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  postpone 
this  question,  until  he  should  lay  before  the 
House  the  information  called  for  by  its  resolu- 
tions. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  reviewed  the  course 
which  the  bill  now  before  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  had  taken  in  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  No  mention  had  been  made,  he  said,  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  of  any  deficit  in  the  Indian  depart- 
ment for  the  last  year.  They,  therefore,  could 
not  be  prepared  to  give  information  respecting 
it. 

[Here  Mr.  Speakee  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  question,  which  was  no  more  than 
a  question  of  postponement,  and  admitted,  ac- 
cording to  the  practice  of  the  House,  of  no  dis- 
cussion on  the  merits  of  the  subject  proposed 
to  be  postponed.  During  the  whole  of  to-day's 
proceeding,  the  Speaker  endeavored  to  keep  gen- 
tlemen within  the  rule,  but  apparently  in  vain.] 

Mr.  Smith,  however,  submitted  to  the  decision 
of  the  Chair,  saying  as  he  sat  down,  that  he  had 
supposed  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Colden)  would  have  been  obliged  to  him  to  set 
him  right  as  to  facts. 

Mr.  Little  thought  there  was  sufficient  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  already  before  the  House, 
and  he  was  opposed  to  the  postponement,  because 
time  would  be  saved,  as  he  thought,  by  going  on 
with  the  discussion.  If  he  thought,  indeed,  that 
it  would  shorten  the  discussion,  he  would  agree 
to  a  postponement  for  any  reasonable  time.  But, 
he  said,  the  House  was  bound  to  proceed ;  the 
faith  of  the  nation  was  pledged  for  these  expen- 
ditures, and  the  persons  having  claims  on  the 
Government  on  account  of  them  were  suffering 
by  this  delay. 

Mr.  Btjeeows  hoped  the  motion  for  postpone- 
ment would  not  prevail,  and  one  reason  why  he 
was  opposed  to  it  was,  that  he  had  no  doubt  the 
postponement,  if  it  prevailed,  would  be  a  means, 
peradventure,  of  protracting  the  argument  to  a 
greater  length  of  time  than  what  had  been 
already  occupied.  For  himself,  he  was  as  well 
prepared  to  vote  on  this  question  three  or  four 
days  ago,  before  all  the  able  arguments  which 
they  had  heard,  as  he  was  now.  Gentlemen 
were  bound,  he  said,  to  pay  attention  to  the 
questions  before  the  House,  and  bring  them  to  aa 
speedy  a  conclusion  as  was  consistent  with  exist- 
ing circumstances.  This  subject  had  already 
occupied  several  days,  and  he  could  see  no  reason 
why  there  should  be  a  further  postponement, 
with  a  view  either  to  give  a  chance  for,  or  to 
prevent,  further  debate. 

Mr.  Walwoeth  was  opposed  to  further  delay 
of  a  decision  on  this  question.  He  recapitulated 
the  several  Indian  agencies,  and  described  their 
locations.  These  agencies,  he  said,  were  estab- 
lished by  law,  the  compensation  of  the  agents 
was  fixed  in  the  same  manner,  and  the  Executive 
had  no  discretion  to  appoint  them  or  not,  or  in 
regard  to  their  compensation.  Neither  had  it 
any  authority  to  reduce  their  number  or  reduce 
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their  compensation,  withont  authority  of  law. 
To  refuse  this  appropriation,  he  argued,  would 
be  to  subject  the  frontier  to  all  the  horrors  of 
Indian  warfare  ;  and  he  made  a- glowing  appeal 
to  our  Western  brethren,  whose  blood  had  freely 
flowed  in  conflict  with  the  Indians — ^to  those 
whose  countrymen's  scalps  had  been  displayed 
as  trophies  in  the  States  of  a  neighboring  (he 
had  almost  said  of  a  savage)  power,  whether  it 
would  not  be  better  to  preserve  peace  with  the 
Indians  than  to  fight  them.  Many  of  the  posts 
among  the  Indians,  he  said,  were  in  a  savage 
country,  where  there  were  no  roads,  and  it 
would  take  some  time  to  send  supplies  there ; 
the  consequence  of  which  was,  that  much  of  the 
expenditure  for  the  year  must  be  incurred  before 
the  general  appropriation  bill  could  pass.  Par- 
tial appropriations  were  therefore  tmavoidable, 
&c. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Maryland,  opposed  the  motion. 
In  his  view  the  information  was  not  only  insuffi- 
cient, but  there  was  reaUy  none  before  the 
House  on  which  they  could  understandingly  act. 
He  could  not  consent  to  make  a  grant  of  the 
public  money  without  more  knowledge  than  had 
hitherto  been  aflforded.  He  wished  it  to  be 
clearly  shown  in  what  way  the  Secretary  of 
War  could  vindicate  himself  for  having  tran- 
scended the  appropriation  of  the  last  year.  He 
was  not  disposed  to  require  impossibilities  of 
that  officer,  but,  if  he  had  substituted  his  own 
discretion  for  the  constitutional  measure  of 
supply,  he  was  altogether  indisposed  to  sustain 
the  proceeding. 

Mr.  MoDurEiE  arose  with  the  view  of  express- 
ing to  the  House  his  desire  that  no  information 
might  be  withheld,  which  any  respectable  por- 
tion of  the  House  should  desire  to  receive. 
In  the  remarks  which  he  had  made  the  other  day 
he  had  said,  that  if  gentlemen  wished  for  infor- 
mation, and  would  ask  for  it,  they  would  un- 
questionably receive  it.  Had  that  course  been 
then  adopted,  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  the 
necessity  for  this  debate  would  have  been  super- 
seded ;  and  he  had  only  to  express  his  surprise 
how  gentlemen  couldjustify  a  debate  so  long,  on 
the  ground  of  a  want  of  information  which  they 
could  have  got,  but  did  not  ask  for  it.  For 
himself  he  was  satisfied,  and  he  believed  a  great 
majority  of  the  House  was,  but  he  was  desirous 
thatnoinformationshouldbewithheld.  When  the 
House  should  have  received  the  information,  he 
said,  he  believed  that  no  man,  viewing  the  sub- 
ject as  it  would  then  be  seen,  would  open  his 
mouth  against  the  appropriation.  We  have  all  of 
us  already,  said  he,  incurred  a  heavy  responsi- 
bility, by  the  time  which  we  have  consumed 
in  this  discussion. 

Mr.  Floyd  was  always  willing  to  encounter 
responsibility  \  but  he  was  glad  to  hear  that  the 
Secretary  of  War  was  willing  to  condescend  so 
far  as  to  impart  the  information  which  this  House 
should  require  from  him.  He  could  not  say,, 
however,  that  it  would  be  valuable  to  the  House 
after  it  was  obtained ;  for,  if  he  had  understood 
the  gentleman  (Mi-.  MoDrrFEiE)  the  other  day,  ho 


told  us  that  we  should  not  be  able  to  understand 
it  if  it  were  obtained.  [Here  Mr.  McD.  rose  to 
explain,  but  the  floor  was  not  yielded.]  Perhaps 
his  (Mr.  F.'s)  mind  was  so  angular,  that  it  could 
not  comprehend  the  complexity  of  the  com- 
munications from  the  Departments.  He  was 
ready  to  vote  for  the  appropriation  when  the 
accounts  were  shown  that  could  support  it.  He 
had  heard  no  imputation  upon  the  Secretary  of 
War,  except  from  those  who  seem  to  consider 
themselves  as  his  advocates.  Yet  it  was  singu- 
lar that  when  Indians  and  agents  had  come  from 
a  vast  distance,  and  visited  our  galleries — when 
a  delegate  from  Michigan,  on  our  extreme  bor- 
der, had  come  here  in  sixteen  days  from  Detroit, 
that  the  accounts  of  expenditure  should  require 
such  a  vast  length  of  time  in  their  transmission. 
The  vouchers  of  the  disbursements  ought  to 
travel  with  an  expedition  equal  to  that  of  the 
drafts  for  the  money.  He  would  not  doubt  that 
the  expenditure  had  been  fair,  but  he  had  a 
right  to  demand  the  evidence  of  it.  He  was 
glad  to  hear  from  the  friends  of  the  Secretary 
that  the  information  might  be  had  if  asked  for, 
but  he  felt  some  degradation,  that  it  was 
deemed  necessary  by  gentlemen  to  give  that 
assurance  where  the  House  had  a  right  to  demand 
it.  He  had  too  much  confidence  in  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  suppose  he  desired  to  withhold 
it ;  and  Mr.  F.  said  he  had  no  doubt  the  money 
was  expended  according  to  the  Secretary's  best 
ideas  of  propriety ;  but,  he  repeated,  he  wished 
to  know  how  it  was  expended,  and  he  would 
not  be  satisfied  without  this  information. 

Mr.  Stevenson  observed  that,  although  the 
committee  had  yesterday  agreed  to  rise  and  re- 
port on  his  suggestion,  yet  he  was  disposed  to 
waive  the  right  which  the  politeness  of  the 
House  had  given  him,  in  favor  of  the  motion 
now  before  that  body.  The  reasons  assigned  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Nelson)  were 
sufficient,  in  his  mind,  to  evince  the  expediency 
of  postponement.  He  wished  for  information 
on  the  subject,  not  partially,  but  to  its  full  ex- 
tent. While,  on  the  one  hand,  we  hear  that  the 
conduct  of  the  distinguished  gentleman  who 
fills  the  office  of  Secretary  of  War  with  so  much 
honor,  has  been  arraigned,  and  that  his  reputa- 
tion is  involved  in  the  issue  of  this  question ; 
when,  on  the  other,  we  are  told  that  it  is  a 
matter  of  etiquette ;  and  again,  when  it  is  said 
that  the  system  of  pohoy  in  the  Indian  depart- 
ment is  in  question ;  among  this  discordance  of 
opinion  it  must  surely  be  important  to  pause 
and  reflect,  and  to  obtain  all  that  information  on 
the  subject  which  it  is  in  our  power  to  collect. 
Admitting  that  it  was  not  important  in  its  be- 
ginning, yet  it  has  certainly  become  so  by  the 
course  which  the  discussion  has  taken,  and  he 
fully  agreed  with  his  coUeagae  that  it  was  a 
question,  not  as  between  co-  ordinate  powers,  but 
between  a  subordinate  department  and  the 
people  who  created  it.  Yet.  he  would  not  say, 
nor  would  he  be  understood  to  insinuate,  that 
the  Secretary  of  War  had  not  acted  with  in- 
tegrity and  justice.    I  am  not  disposed,  said 
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Mr.  8.,  to  cloud  the  lustre  of  hia  reputation,  nor 
pluck  a  leaf  from  the  wreath  with  which  in- 
telligence and  genius  have  adorned  his  brow.  I 
would  as  soon  demolish  the  altar  where  I  wor- 
ship. I  admire  and  appreciate  the  qiialities  of 
a  young  man  who  gives  us  the  fairest  promise 
of  filling  at  some  time  the  highest  councils  of 
his  country.  His  reputation  I  regard  as  the 
common  property  of  his  country,  and  I  wish 
not  to  thicken,  but  to  disperse  the  obscurities 
that  surround  him,  and  which  now  hang  like 
the  petty  mists  which  fret  themselves  at  the  base 
of  a  mighty  mountain.  Mr.  S.  would  trouble 
the  House  with  but  one  further  remark.  You 
have,  by  a  resolution,  called  upon  the  Secretary 
of  the  War  Department  for  information  on  this 
very  subject.  The  resolution  has  gone  forth. 
It  is  probably  under  consideration,  and  perhaps 
an  answer  is  preparing  to  this  formal  requisition 
of  the  House.  He  would  submit  it,  then, 
whether  it  would  he  proper  or  decorous  to  call 
for  information,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  decide 
the  question  to  which  the  information  refers, 
before  time  has  been  given  the  Department  to 
furnish  it. 

Mr.  GiLMEE  was  understood  to  believe  that,  by 
referring  to  the  abstracts  of  expenditure  in  the 
Department  of  "War  for  the  years  1818  and  1819, 
the  House  would  probably  see  the  necessity  of 
exploring  further  into  this  subject.  The  amount 
limited  by  law  for  presents  to  Indians,  was 
115,000;  but  it  would  be  found  that,  in  1818, 
there  were  distributed  in  presents  to  them  the 
3um  of  $130,000  in  money,  and  $165,000  in 
^oods,  making  an  aggregate  of  $285,000.  If 
there  was  such  a  palpable  excess  beyond  the 
provisions  of  the  law  in  that  year,  he  thought  it 
highly  proper  to  obtain  information  how  great 
(vas  the  excess  for  the  last  year. 

Mr.  Smith  would  withdraw  his  opposition  to 
;he  motion  for  so  much  time  had  been  already 
jonsumed  in  discussing  it,  (it  being  nearly  three 
j'clock,)  that  there  was  no  time  left  to  enter  into 
I  discussion  of  the  main  subject,  if  they  took  it 
ip. 

Mr.  JoNBS,  of  Tennessee,  made  a  few  remarks 
in  opposition  to  the  postponement,  when  the 
juestion  was  taken  and  carried — ayes,  89. 


Thuhsdat,  January  17. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  the  State  of 
V^irginia,  James  Jones,  appeared,  produced  his 
jredentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 


Sattjedat,  January  19. 
Monument  to  General  Wooster. 
Mr.  ToMLiNBOsr  submitted  the  following : 
Hesolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appro- 
;)riating  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  to  carry 
into  effect  a  resolution  of  CougreBS,  passed  June  17, 
1777,  providing  for  thff  erection  of  a  monument  to 
the  memory  of  General  David  Wooster,  who  fell  in 
bravely  repelling  an  inroad  of  the  British  forces  to 
Danbury,  in  Connecticut. 


Mr.  T.  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  following 
resolution  of  Congress : 

Jiesolved,  That  a  monument  be  erected  to  the 
memory  of  General  Wooster,  with  the  following  in- 
Bcription : 

"In  honor  of  David  Wooster,  Brigadier-General 
in  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  In  defending  the 
liberties  of  America,  and  bravely  repelling  an  inroad 
of  the  British  forces  to  D  anbury,  in  Connecticut,  he 
received  a  mortal  wound  on  the  27th  day  of  April, 
1777,  and  died  on  the  2d  day  of  May  following.  The 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  as  an  acknowledgment 
of  his  merit  and  services,  have  caused  this  montunent 
to  be  erected." 

Hesolved,  That  the  Executive  power  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut  be  requested  to  cany  the  foregoing  reso- 
lution into  execution,  and  that  five  hundred  dollars 
be  allowed  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  T.  remarked  that,  as  the  resolution  under 
consideration  proposed  an  inquiry  merely,  he 
deemed  it  unnecessary  for  him,  on  this  occa- 
sion, to  do  more  than  briefly  state  the  facts 
which  had  induced  him  to  offer  the  resolution 
before  the  House.  He  said,  it  appeared  by  a 
certificate  from  the  Treasury  Department,  that 
the  sum  allowed  to  carry  into  effect  the  resolu- 
tion of  Congress  which  had  been  read,  had  not 
been  paid  to  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut. Ml-.  T.  stated  that  he  had  received 
information  from  a  highly  respectable  source, 
that  no  monument  had  been  erected  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  resolution  to  which  he  had  adverted, 
to  the  memory  of  the  distinguished  hero  named 
in  that  resolution,  but  that  his  remains  now 
rested  with  nothing  except  a  rude  stone  to  mark 
the  spot  where  they  were  deposited. 

The  resolution  was  thereupon  adopted. 


Monday,  January  21. 
Estimate  of  Appropriations. 
The  Spbakke  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, viz: 

TEEAStTKT  Depaetmesst,  Jan.  19, 1822. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for 
the  information  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  au 
estimate  of  appropriations,  proposed  for  the  service  of 
the  year  1822,  amounting  to  $8,891,285  48. 
For  the  Civil  List,      -        -  $868,603  42 

For  Miscellaneous  Expenses,  456,375  60 

For  Foreign  Intercourse,      -  148,000  00 

For  Military  Department,  includ- 
ing Pensions,  Arming  the  Mili- 
tia, Indian  Department,  and 
Arrearages,   -  -        -  5,165,896  19 

Naval  Establishment,  including 
the  Marine  Corps,  -        -  2,252,410  27 


8,891,285  48* 


*  In  the  working  of  every  Govornment  there  are,  at  In- 
tervals, certain  stand-points,  where  the  statesman  and  law- 
giver should  make  a  stand — should  stop  and  consider— 
should  compare  the  past  with  the  present,  and  work  out 
conclusions  in  his  own  mind.  This  epoch  of  1S32,  and  this 
expense  of.working  the  Government  at  that  time,  constitute 
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The  fnnds  from  -whicli  the  appropriations  for  the 
year  1822  may  be  discharged,  are  the  following,  viz : 

1st.  The  sum  of  six  himdred  thousand  dollars  an- 
nually reserved  by  the  act  of  the  4ih  of  August,  1790, 
out  of  the  duties  and  customs,  towards  the  expenses 
of  Government. 

2d.  The  b-tuplns  which  may  remain,  of  the  customs 
and  arrearages  of  internal  duties  and  direct  taxes, 
after  satisfying  the  sums  for  which  they  are  pledged 
and  appropriated. 

3d.  Any  other  unappropriated  money  which  may 
come  into  the  Treasury  during  the  year  1822. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &o., 

WM.  H.  CRAWFOED. 

Hon.  Spkakek  of  the 

House  of  Hepreseiaatives. 


Tuesday,  January  22. 
Banirupt  Bill. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  "Whole,  on  the  unfinished  business 
of  yesterday — ^the  Bankrupt  biU. 

Mr.  Seegeant  resumed  his  remarks ;  and 
begged  the  indulgence  of  the  House  for  a  few 
further  observations  on  the  subject.  The  dis- 
cussion of  yesterday,  in  his  view,  had  led  to  this 
result — ^that  the  whole  of  the  civilized  world,  so 
far  as  it  was  commercial,  had  adopted,  with 
some  modification  or  other,  a  bankrupt  law ; 
an^  that,  whatever  modification  those  nations 
had  provided,  the  two  principal  poiats  to  which 
he  had  alluded  were  regarded,  viz :  security  to 
the  creditor  and  relief  to  the  debtor.  He  did 
not  mean  to  be  understood  that  there  were  not 
specific  differences  among  those  laws  between 
the  several  nations.  In  respect  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  those  laws,  the  diflerences  were  con- 
siderable ;  but,  after  all,  the  conclusion  seemed 
to  be  filed,  and  that  by  the  coimnon  consent  of 
nations,  that,  where  there  was  commerce,  there 
a  bankrupt  law  must  be — ^not  only  as  a  neces- 
sary, but  as  a  salutary  measure.  This  consid- 
eration was  fortified  by  the  fact,  that  the  framers 


one  of  these  stand-points,  in  which  a  lesson  maybe  found  on 
that  cardinal  Tirtae,  both  in  public  and  private  life ;  to  icit : 
economy.  The  Government  had  then  been  in  operation 
thirty-four  years — about  one-half  of  its  existence  to  the 
present  time— its  territory  had  been  doubled  by  the  acquisi- 
tion of  Louisiana  and  Florida,  and  yet  its  annual  expense 
was  less  than  nine  millions  of  dollars.  Compare  that  with 
what  has  talcen  place  since  1822;  with  what  has  taken  place 
in  the  thirty-four  years  which  have  elapsed  since  that  time. 
Certainly,  the  word  "economy"  had  an  existence  in  feet,  as 
well  as  in  name,  at  that  time.  It  was  my  first  year  in  Con- 
gress; and,  while  "economy"  was  claimed  as  a  distinctive 
republican  virtue,  (for  the  name  of  democrat  had  not  then 
been  taken,)  I  owe  it  to  candor,  and  to  justice,  to  say,  that  I 
saw  the  same  regard  for  economy  in  the  federal  members 
(for  neither  had  they  changed  their  name  at  that  time)  that 
I  did  in  the  republican.  Less  than  nine  millions  a  year  for 
working  the  Government  at  that  time!  including  all  the 
heads  of  public  expenditure,  except  the  interest  and  part  of 
the  principal  of  the  public  debt,  wliich,  being  a  debi^  was  a 
separate  object  to  be  provided  for,  and  payments  on  account 
of  it  constituted  no  part  of  the  expense  of  working  the  Gov- 
ernment 


of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  fore- 
seeing the  destinies  of  our  country,  made  this 
special  provision — believing,  as  they  doubtless 
did,  that  such  a  provision  would  be  found  es- 
sential as  the  commercial  resources  of  the  nation 
should  be  developed  and  expand.  In  the  na- 
tions of  Europe  to  which  he  had  referred,  other 
things  had  changed.  Their  external  relations 
and  their  internal  government  had  varied  with 
successive  sovereigns ;  but  the  principles  of  this 
law  had  remained  unshaken.  The  English 
bankrupt  law  was  first  established  under  the 
reign  of  Henry  "VTH.,  at  a  time  when  commerce 
was  just  springing  into  life.  During  the  various 
political  commotions — ^the  struggles  of  party 
and  the  ascendency  of  faction — this  law,  instead 
of  being  destroyed,  had  gathered  strength  and 
improvement  with  the  progress  of  time.  It  had 
survived  the  stormy  period  of  the  Common- 
wealth— the  usurpation  of  Cromwell — the  re- 
storation of  Charles  II. — and  the  revolution  of 
1688,  that  placed  the  House  of  Orange  on  the 
throne  of  England.  In  France,  it  was  enacted 
prior  to  the  revolution.  It  subsisted  during  the 
period  of  that  tempest — was  unrepealed  by  the 
fluctuating  councils  of  the  repubho — ^by  the 
Emperor  Napoleon — and  is  at  this  time,  and 
ever  has  been,  the  law  of  France,  since  the 
restoration  of  the  Bourbons.  Before  the  revo- 
lution in  France,  it  is  weU  known  that  com- 
merce was  in  a  degraded  state.  It  was  consid- 
ered a  disreputable  employment ;  and  it  is  rather 
a  matter  of  surprise  that  it  was  carried  on  at 
all,  than  that  it  should  have  received  any  sanc- 
tion from  the  Government.  It  is  probably 
owing  to  the  degradation  of  trade  that  we  find 
in  the  first  stages  of  the  bankrupt  law  such  se- 
vere enactments,  and  such  a  uniform  confound- 
ing of  criminality  with  misfortune.  The  Code 
Kapoleon  mitigated  this  severity,  and  restored 
to  commerce,  in  a  measure  at  least,  that  con- 
sideration to  which  it  was  entitled.  The  Dutch 
law  on  bankruptcy  was  enacted  before  Napoleon 
had  placed  his  brother  on  the  throne  of  Hol- 
land. The  Code  Napoleon  and  the  bankrupt 
law  had  since  been  adopted  in  that  country, 
and  were  now  in  operation.  AH  these  nations, 
in  the  different  periods,  had  concurred  in  the 
sentiment,  that  the  failing  merchant  should  be 
arrested  in  his  career,  and  his  property  placed 
in  proper  hands  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors, 
There  were  specific  differences  among  the  vari- 
ous nations,  as  to  the  proportions  and  numbers 
of  the  creditors,  whose  opinion,  in  regard  to  the 
effects  of  the  debtor,  should  control  and  bind 
the  rest.  In  England,  it  was  three-fifths ;  in 
Scotland,  three- fourths;  in  Ireland,,  the  same 
as  in  England ;  in  France,  a  majority  in  number, 
being  three-fourths  in  amount ;  and  in  Spain  and 
Holland,  two-thirds  of  the  creditors  in  number, 
and  one-half  in  amount,  or  one-half  in  number, 
and  two-thirds  in  amount.  Mr.  S.  also  adverted 
to  the  different  operations  of  the  bankrupt  law 
in  the  respective  nations,  and  the  effect  which 
the  acts  of  the  major  pai-t  of  the  creditors  had 
in  binding  the  minority  and  releasing  the  debtor. 
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It  seems,  said  he,  that  the  common  sense  and 
common  justice  of  mankind  had  conferred  on 
this  subject,  and  that  their  united  wisdom  had 
produced  a  uniform  result.  It  might  he  said 
that  the  example  of  England,  and  Trance,  and 
Spain,  were  entitled  to  little  weight  in  testing 
the  principles  by  which  a  republic  should  be 
governed.  So  far  as  it  applied  to  principles  of 
government,  he  would  cheerfully  admit  that 
those  nations  were  to  be  regarded  rather  as 
beacons  to  avoid,  than  as  examples  to  follow. 
But  in  pecuniary  concerns,  that  had  no  connec- 
tion with  politics,  he  thought  their  example, 
uniform  as  it  had  been,  carried  with  it  great 
weight  and  consideration. 

But  it  was  time  to  turn  from  the  Govern- 
ments of  other  nations  to  that  of  our  own. 
When  far  off,  it  was  discoverable  only  as  a  nnit. 
It  gathered  magnitude  and  importance  the 
nearer  we  approached  it ;  but  it  was  not  until 
we  came  in  view  of  the  domestic  and  social  re- 
lations, that  its  deep  and  lasting  interests  were 
felt  and  regarded.  It  was  there  that  the  want 
of  such  a  system  was  peculiarly  and  distinctly 
seen.  When  the  unfortunate  and  unhappy 
merchant  was  left  without  resource  and  cut  off 
from  hope.  When  he  was  surrounded  by  a 
family  that  Providence  had  made  dependent 
upon  him,  and  at  the  same  time  found  himself 
not  only  unable  to  supply  their  wants,  but,  per- 
haps, shut  up  in  a  prison,  with  the  power  of 
society  acting  upon  him.  To  relieve  calamities 
like  these,  the  States  had  sometimes  interposed. 
Mr.  S.  alluded  particularly  to  the  bankrupt  law 
of  Pennsylvania,  which  was  made  in  1785,  be- 
fore the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  It  was  then  the  most  commer- 
cial State  in  the  Union,  and  the  law  continued 
until  1793,  when  it  expired  by  its  own  limita- 
tion. Tl)6  power  over  the  subject-matter  was 
supposed  to  be  transferred  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States.  Mr.  S.  referred  particu- 
larly to  the  preamble  of  that  law,  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  as  containing  the  reasons 
which  led  to  its  adoption,  and  which  must  be 
admitted  to  be  cogent  in  all  commercial  com- 
munities. There  was  probably  as  strong  a 
moral  sense,  and  as  much  intelligence  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  in  1785,  as  there  is  at 
present,  and  yet  the  law  continued  in  force 
eight  years,  and  its  operation  had  been  regarded 
as  salutary  to  the  people  of  the  State.  Unlike 
the  severity  of  the  British  law,  the  law  of  Penn- 
sylvania did  not  consider  the  debtor  as  necessa- 
rily criminal  because  he  had  been  unfortunate. 
It  was  adapted  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
State,  and  to  the  opinions  of  the  age.  The  en- 
action of  a  bankrupt  law  in  the  individual  States 
was  not  peculiar  to  Pennsylvania.  It  had  been 
resorted  to,  also,  in  the  State  of  New  York — 
now  the  largest  and  most  commercial  State  in 
the  Union.  They  long  kept  what  was  called 
the  three-fourth  act,  a  sort  of  bankrupt  law,  but 
which  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
declared  they  were  not  competent  to  maie.  In 
Khode  Island  and  Maryland,  laws  of  the  same 


description  had  been  long  since  enacted ;  and 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana— a  new  commercial 
State — B,  bankiTjpt  law  was  enacted  in  1808,  but 
was  condemned  as  unconstitutional  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  case 
of  McMillan  m.  Minn.  It  yet  remains  upon  the 
statute  book  of  that  State.  Its  principal  features 
were  taken  from  the  Spanish  law,  but  it  is  now 
a  dead  letter.  How  many  other  States  had  en- 
deavored to  provide  such  a  remedy,  he  (Mr.  S.) 
could  not  pretend  to  say ;  but  it  was  evident 
there  were  the  same  feelings  and  sentiments  in 
the  United  States,  as  in  the  other  parts  of  the 
world.  In  this  country  there  seemed  to  be  a 
peculiar  necessity  and  propriety  in  adopting 
such  a  law.  Commerce,  so  far  from  being  dis- 
reputable, was  considered  as  an  honorable  em- 
ployment. It  was  useful,  and  favored  by  the 
Government.  But  the  profession  was  exposed 
to  hazards.  There  were  accidents  and  disasters 
which  human  sagacity  could  not  foresee,  and 
against  which  human  prudence  could  not  guard. 
If  there  was  no  redemption,  therefore,  by  public 
law,  the  merchant  might  be  deemed  perpetually 
liable  to  ruin,  in  its  most  extended  sense.  Nor 
are  himself  and  family  only  involved  in  it.  It 
may  extend  to  all  those  to  whom  he  is  indebted. 
Whoever  has  often  seen  mercantile  failures, 
knows  that  there  is  a  sort  of  blindness  or  in- 
fatuation that  seems  to  affect  them.  The  in- 
solvent is  unwilling  to  penetrate  his  situation, 
or  to  believe  it  as  hopeless  as  it  really  is ;  and 
hence  he  lingers  with  some  chimerical,  unde- 
fined hope,  till  his  affairs  have  become  more 
deeply  involved,  and  his  embarrassments  utterly 
irretrievable.  He  is  perhaps  the  very  worst 
person  that  could  he  selected  to  judge  of  his 
own  affairs.  He  is  led  by  the  delusion  to  keep 
up  his  credit  as  long  as  he  possibly  can ;  and 
yet  to  him  is  confided  the  uncontrolled  power 
of  disposing  of  his  estate.  He  may  waste  it, 
destroy  it,  or  put  it  beyond  the  reach  of  his 
creditors,  and  when  he  comes  to  the  final  step 
of  an  assignment,  he  has  then  the  power  to 
make  his  preferences,  and  to  provide  for  the 
circle  of  his  friends,  while  his  distant  creditor, 
perhaps  equally  meritorious,  is  left  without  re- 
dress or  hope  of  payment.  What  is  the  conse- 
quence ?  It  is  now  become  a  usage,  so  com- 
mon as  almost  to  have  acquired  the  force  of 
law,  that  endorsers  and  lenders  of  money  are 
first  to  be  paid.  What  hut  this  has  created  the 
fictitious  capital  so  deeply  felt  and  deplored 
throughout  this  country  ?  What  but  the  loan 
of  names,  by  which  a  credit  is  obtained,  and 
money  drawn  from  a  bank  ?  And  yet,  m  case 
of  insolvency,  these  persons,  who,  by  lending 
their  names,  create  the  evil,  and  enable  the  fic- 
titious capitalist  to  borrow  money,  and  thereby 
hold  out  false  colors  to  decoy  the  unwary,  are 
first  to  be  paid ;  and  perhaps  the  very  goods 
that  were  sold  to  him  on  a  credit,  bottomed 
upon  the  loan,  are  sold  at  auction  after  the  in- 
solvency, to  repay  the  loan,  that  lured  the 
vender  to  sell.  That  these  are  evils  will  not  be 
denied ;  but  would  a  bankrupt  system  correct 
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them?  Mr.  S.  'believed  it  would.  It  would 
distribute  the  effects  of  the  debtor  equally 
among  his  creditors.  It  would  cut  off  undue 
pi-eferenoes,  pay  to  all  their  proper  proportions, 
and  stop  the  bankrupt  from  appointing  his  own 
assignees,  and  from  prescribing  terms  to  his 
creditor. 

Mr.  S.  then  adverted  to  the  operation  of  the 
certificate  of  discharge,  which  would  doubtless 
be  in  the  minds  of  all.    Its  operation,  he  ad- 
mitted, would  be  to  cut  off  the  creditor  from  all 
future  claim.     But  he  would  try  this,  as  a  prac- 
tical objection,  and  test  it  by  experience.     He 
would  ask  the  question,  what  is  the  value  of  a 
claim  against  a  failing  creditor  now,  after  an 
agreement  has  been  made  and  acted  on  ?    Pre- 
cisely what  it  would  be  after  a  certificate  of 
discharge  was  given.     After  an  assignment  the 
debt  subsists — so  it  does  after  a  certificate  of 
discharge.     The  moral  obligation  remains  un- 
extinguished ;  and  it  has  been  held  in  the  courts 
of  law,  that,  upon  a  new  promise  to  pay  a  debt, 
.    after  a  certificate  has  been  obtained,  is  a  suffi- 
cient consideration  to  support  the  action.     The 
certificate  doubtless  bars  the  legal  claim,  but  if 
the  sense  of  honor  will  induce  a  man  to  pay 
after  an  assignment,  it  will  be  equally  operative 
after  a  discharge.    It  is  notorious  that  society 
draws  a  line  of  distinction  between  debts  created 
before  and  after  a  failure ;  and  the  payment  of 
debts  after  assignment  creates  as  much  surprise, 
and  is  marked  with  as  much  emphasis,  as  if  it 
had  been  done  after  a  discharge.    This  consid- 
eration had,  in  his  opinion,  been  greatly  over- 
rated, and  more  importance  was  attached  to  it, 
than  experience  would  wan-ant.     It  was  not 
only  private  creditors,  however,  but  the  Gov- 
ernment also,   which  was  interested   in    the 
adoption  of  the  law.    He  alluded  to  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue.     In  case  of  death  or  public 
bankruptcy,  where  the  property  is  subject  to  a 
dividend  pursuant  to  law,  the  Government  is 
entitled  to  a  preference.    But  the  case  is  other- 
wise where  the  failing  debtor  takes  the  law  into 
his  own  hands,  becomes  his  own  commissioner, 
and  makes  such  preferences  as  his  own  will  and 
pleasure  may  dictate.    In  this  way  the  Govern- 
ment may  lose,  and  has  already  lost,  very  great 
sums  of  money.     Mr.  S.  would  not  undertake, 
at  this  time,  to  anticipate  the  various  objections 
that  might  be  raised  to  the  bill.     Some  had 
thought  that,  because  it  contained  within  itself 
severe  enactments  against  fraud,  that  it  pre- 
supposed it  productive  of  fraud.    If  he  (Mr.  S.) 
thought  it  was  calculated  to  generate  fraud,  he 
would  by  no  means  support  it.    But  it  was  not 
obvious  that  a  bankrupt  law  was  more  liable  to 
frauds  than  other  modes  of  coercing  payment. 
Was  it  an  objection  to  an  execution,  obtained 
by  ordinary  process  of  law,  that  the  debtor  may 
'be  guilty  of  fraud  to  evade  it  ?    It  was  so  liable, 
Mr.  S.  contended,  as  the  practice  that  now  pre- 
vailed, where  the  bankrupt  was  left  to  make 
the  law  for  himself.    In  the  way  in  which  the 
examinations  were  taken  in  England,  great  and 
frequent  fraud  were  unquestionably  practised. 


This  was  owing  not  so  much  to  the  bankrupt 
law,  as  to  the  growth  of  crime  in  that  kingdom. 
The  root  of  the  evil  was  in  the  state  of  society. 
The  Lord  Chancellor  has  the  sole  cognizance 
and  direction  of  the  law  throughout  the  realm. 
The  examination  is  ex  parte  and  in  secret,  and 
the  merchant  is  ignorant  of  the  proceeding  until 
he  finds  his  name  in  the  gazette,  published  as  a 
bankrupt.  If  he  then  wishes  to  contest  the 
legality  of  the  commission,  he  must  petition  the 
Lord  Chancellor  to  ^oid  it.  No  such  provision 
was  to  be  found  in  the  bUl  before  the  House ; 
and  it  was  strange  indeed  that  it  had  ever  ob- 
tained among  the  enlightened  jurists  of  Eng- 
land. Another  mischief  arose  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  bankrupt  law  in  that  kingdom,  in 
relation  to  what  were  called  country  commis- 
sions ;  or  such  as  arose  out  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don. In  those  cases  the  commissioner  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  solicitor  ;  here  he  is  appointed 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States.  There 
the  business  was  transacted  without  regularity, 
in  the  midst  of  noise ;  and  the  commissioner  at 
one  table  would  perhaps  turn  round  and  be  a 
solicitor  at  the  next ;  but  no  such  mischief  could 
exist  under  this  bill.  Another  appalling  ob- 
jection had  been,  the  cost  and  expenses  of  an 
English  commission.  It  was  indeed  enormous 
— ^but  so  were  all  their  modes  of  justice,  and 
particularly  aU  their  chancery  proceedings.  It 
had  been  also  said,  that  bankruptcies  occasioned 
delay;  but  it  was  difficult  to  conceive  that 
there  should  be  more  delay  on  this  case  than 
under  a  voluntary  assignment.  The  weightiest 
argument,  however,  and  that  which  seemed  to 
have  sunk  deepest  into  the  minds  of  the  people 
against  the  bill,  was  the  operation  of  the  law  of 
1800. 

Mr.  S.  here  took  occasion  to  advert  to  what 
he  beheved  had  proved,  in  its  effect,  the  strong- 
est argument,  with  many  persons,  against  the 
passage  of  a  bankrupt  law,  viz:  The  unpopu- 
larity of  the  former  bankrupt  law,  which,  he 
argued,  ought  to  be  attributed  to  circumstances 
not  really  affecting  the  merits  of  that  system. 
The  law  establishing  it  passed  in  the  year  1800, 
and  was  limited,  in  its  duration,  to  the  year 
1806,  but  was  repealed  in  December,  1803  ;  so 
that  time  was  not  allowed  for  a  fair  experiment 
under  it.  The  law  was  passed,  too,  at  a  time 
of  as  great  party  excitement  as  ever  existed  in 
the  United  States;  it  made  its  appearance  in 
the  midst  of  the  ferment  occasioned  by  other 
measm-es;  and  the  bankrupt  law  of  1800  is 
never  thought  of  by  many  without  associating 
it  in  idea  with  other  measures  of  that  day,  which 
had  no  necessai-y  connection  with  it.  It  came 
into  existence  amidst  the  storm  of  angry  pas- 
sions rushing  over  the  land ;  and  from  the  mo- 
ment it  made  its  appearance,  as  the  two  parties 
brought  every  thing  to  a  party  test,  it  had  one 
of  these  parties  for  its  friends  and  another  for  its 
enemies.  Erom  this  circumstance,  a  prejudice 
had  arisen  against  a  system  of  bankruptcy, 
which  ought  not  now  to  have  any  weight,  it 
not  having  now  any  party  aspect.    The  objeo- 
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tions,  in  general,  which  were  made  to  this  bill, 
Mr.  S.  went  on  to  argue,  apphed  with  equal 
force  to  the  existing   systems  iu  the  United 
States,  which  were  as  fertile  in  frauds  and  in 
litigation  as  this  system  could  be  supposed  to 
be.     What,  he  asked,  was  the  attachment  law 
of  some  of  the  States?      What  was  that  of 
Pennsylvania,  which  had  been  on  the  statute 
book  for  many  years?    It  was  an  imperfect 
mode  of  attempting  the  same  thing  which  a 
bankrupt  law  would  more  perfectly  accomplish. 
The  necessity  was  felt,  in  that  State  and  else- 
where, of  some  mode  of  laying  hold  of  the 
property  of  those  who  show,  by  secreting  their 
property,  or  by  absconding,  that  they  are  in  the 
act  of  failing.     In  Massachusetts,  also,  there  is 
an  attachment  law,  the  import  of  which  he  did 
not  precisely  know.     There  was  one  in  New 
York,  too,  which  he  understood  authorized  the 
creditor  to  seize  on  all  the  effects  of  the  absent 
or  absconding  debtor.    Mr.  S.  here  quoted  the 
provisions  of  the  law  of  Pennsylvania,  authoriz- 
ing, among  other  things,  that,  on  the  debtor's 
concealing    himself,   a    general  warrant    may 
issue,  &o.    This,  Mr.  S.  said,  was  the  very  act 
which  was  supposed  to  be  so  alarming  in  the 
bankrupt  law,  but  which  in  that  law,  as  well 
as  in  the  State  laws,  was  intended  to  prevent 
fraud  and  litigation,  &o.    He  anticipated  the 
argument  that,  if  the  States  could  pass  su,ch 
laws,  it  was  not  necessary  for  Oongi-ess  to  act 
upon  the  subject,  by  saying,  that  the  State  laws 
would  neither  be  uniform  nor  general  in  their 
operation,  being  confined  to  the  limits  of  the 
respective  States,  &c.,  and  therefore  could  not 
be  an  efficient  substitute  for  a  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy.    The  fact,  however,  that  means  pre- 
cisely the  same  were  employed  by  the  States,  to 
the  extent  of  their  power,  as  those  now  pro- 
posed to  be  made  general  and  uniform,  by  an 
act  of  Congress,  went  far  to  answer  that  ob- 
jection to  this  bill. 

Mr.  Stbvenson  said  that  he  would  proceed 
briefly  to  the  consideration  of  the  principles  and 
leading  provisions  of  the  bill. 

This  was,  in  effect,  the  English  system  of 
bankruptcy,  differing  only  in  some  of  its  details, 
and  in  the  nature  of  its  punishments  and  pro- 
hibitions. He  objected  to  it  in  toto.  1st.  Be- 
cause it  had  whoUy  failed  in  its  operation,  in 
England,  (where  it  could  be  more  easily  en- 
forced than  in  this  country,)  and  would  conse- 
quently fail  here.  2dly.  That  it  was  a  system 
filled  with  mischief  and  fraud,  not  suitable  to 
our  notions  of  civil  liberty  or  the  principles  of 
our  jurisprudence,  nor  the  morals,  manners,  or 
habits  of  the  people. 

Let  us  see,  in  the  first  place,  how  the  system 
has  operated  in  England.  And  here,  Mr.  S. 
said,  before  he  proceeded  further,  he  would  beg 
leave  to  say  one  word  in  answer  to  that  part  of 
the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, (Mr.  Sbegbant,)  as  to  the  effect  of  the 
bankrupt  laws  of  France,  Holland,  and  Spain. 
Those  countries  were  not  like  ours.  Their  Gov- 
ernments are  despotic,  ours  limited  and  con- 


fined. There  they  had  no  security  for  rights  ol 
persons  and  property,  (but  discretion  of  ruling 
power,)  here  constitution — in  protections  anc 
safeguards.  Their  principles  of  civil  liberty 
and  jurisprudence  wholly  different  from  ours, 
as  well  as  the  morals  and  habits  of  the  people, 
The  effect  of  their  laws  ought  to  have  no  in- 
fluence here ;  and  we  should  look,  if  anywhere, 
alone  to  that  country,  from  whom  it  is  said  we 
borrow  the  system,  and  whose  Government, 
laws,  and  people,  are  nearest  our  own.  That 
the  bankrupt  system  has  not  been  beneficial  in 
England,  Mr.  S.  said,  could  be  easily  shown. 
And  as  it  was  matter  of  fact,  rather  than  argu- 
ment, he  had  lately  examined  with  some  labor 
and  care  the  minutes  of  evidence  taken  before 
the  select  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
appointed  to  consider  the  bankrupt  laws  and 
their  operation,  in  the  year  1818 ;  from  which 
he  had  taken  some  extracts,  which  he  should 
ask  leave  to  read  to  the  committee.  As  to  the 
character  of  this  evidence,  and  the  weight  it 
should  have,  Mr.  S.  said  he  could  not  do  better 
than  give  the  words  of  the  committee  in  their 
repoi-t  to  the  House  of  Commons : 

"  Your  committee  did  not  consider  themselves  at 
liberty  to  contemplate  merely  the  case  of  particular 
and  insulated  defects,  but  felt  themselves  under  an 
obligation  to  take  a  general  and  comprehensive  view 
of  the  whole  system  of  proceeding  under  the  present 
constitution  of  the  bankrupt  code.  In  the  prosecution 
of  their  inquiry,  your  committee  have  sought  that  in- 
formation which  was  to  direct  their  judgment  from 
professional  men  of  extensive  experience ;  and  while 
your  committee  confess  their  unfeigned  admiration  of 
the  truly  upright  and  disinterested  manner  in  which 
these  gentlemen  have  delivered  their  evidence  with 
respect  to  a  system  for  the  continuance  of  which  they 
might  naturally  be  expected  to  feel  some  predilection, 
your  committee  cannot  too  earnestly  recommend  that 
evidence  to  the  attentive  consideration  of  the  House." 

Mr.  S.  then  read  various  parts  of  the  evidence 
referred  to.  He  began  with  Basil  Montague, 
the  first  witness,  who  said : 

"That  he  believed  it  was  common  for  the  most 
undeserving  bankrupts  to  obtain  their  certificates  by 
fraudulent  and  improper  means,  to  the  great  injury 
of  the  good  creditor,  and  to  the  great  injury  of  public 
justice;  and  he  thought  that  it  frequently  happened 
that  dishonest  bankrupts,  from  having  recourse  to 
means  from  which  honesty  would  recoil,  had  greater 
facility  in  obtaining  then:  certificates  than  honest 
men  possess." 

J.  F.  Vandercom  was  of  opinion  that  the  majority 
of  "  commissions  were  issued  with  the  concurrence, 
and  at  the  request  of  the  bankrupt.  He  said  that  it 
often  happened  that  the  affairs  of  a  bankrupt  were  in 
such  a  state  as  that,  however  unwilling  he  might  be 
to  fall  under  the  odium  of  a  bankrupt,  he  saw  it  to 
the  advantage  of  his  creditors  and  himself  to  acquiesce 
in  the  measure,  and  therefore  he  managed  as  he  was 
directed  to  do,  and  an  act  of  bankruptcy  was  com- 
mitted." 

Geo.  Lavie. — "  He  said  that,  as  the  bankrupt  laws 
are  at  present  administered,  they  afforded  advantage 
to  no  one  except  to  bankrupt?.  Being  asked  whether 
his  prepossession  against  the  bankrupt  laws  did  not 
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arise  from  a  strong  opinion  of  fheir  general  insuffi- 
ciency, he  answered,  most  certainly ;  and  he  said  he 
saw  a  great  deal  of  it  in  the  early  part  of  his  life, 
which  had  led  l^'^n  to  the  opinions  he  now  entertained 
of  the  total  inadequacy  of  the  bankrupt  laws,  as  now 
administered." 

A.  Waithman. — ^The  following  interrogatory  put 
by  the  conmiittee :  "  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the 
bankrupt  law,  as  it  now  exists  in  tlus  country,  is  a 
scandal  and  disgrace  to  it  ?"  "  I  have  long  consider- 
ed it  so ;  that  it  has  held  out  a  great  inducement  to 
dishonesty.  Mr.  Townsend,  the  Bow  Street  officer, 
once  told  me  he  had  a  couTcrsation  with  Major  Sem- 
ple,  who  said  :  '  Why,  sir,  I  have  been  a  fool  aU  my 
life  ;  I  have  not  known  how  to  go  to  work ;  I  have 
been  running  the  risk  of  my  life  for  triffing  things  ; 
but  if  I  were  to  begin  my  life  again,  I  would  open  a 
shop  as  a  trader  or  merchant,  and  become  a  bank- 
rupt, and  make  my  fortune  at  once.' " 

J.  Ingram  Lockhart,  a  member  of  Parliament,  and 
one  of  the  committee. — "  The  observations  which  I 
have  to  offer  to  the  committee  were  written  three 
years  since,  have  been  but  little  varied,  and  are  the 
result,  partly  of  an  experience  in  country  commis- 
sions, and  partly,  but  chiefly,  of  frequent  thinking  on 
the  subject.  I  have,  in  almost  every  commission  in 
which  I  have  been  named,  found  that  the  bankrupt 
had  acted  with  great  injustice  towards  his  creditors, 
generally  with  dishonesty  and  fraud,  and  always  with 
imprudence  and  carelessness,  of  the  wreck  of  his  sub- 
stance, which  in  fact  was  not  his  own,  but  theirs ; 
and  this  conduct  I  can  only  trace  to  one  cause,  and 
that  is,  the  facility  with  which  almost  every  bankrupt 
goes  through  the  operation  of  his  commission,  and  the 
situation  he  is  generally  found  in  after  his  last  exam- 
ination, and  'the  appearance  he  is  enabled  by  some 
means  to  make,  and  the  connections  he  renews  after 
his  bankruptcy.  The  want  of  due  investigation  into 
his  cdnduct,  of  a  discrimination  between  the  dishon- 
est and  unfortunate,  appear  to  me  to  be  a  radical 
fault  in  this  system  of  the  bankrupt  law,  pervading 
the  whole  of  it,  and  producing  the  most  pernicious 
effects  on  the  morals  of  the  subjects  of  this  realm." 

Archibald  CuUen. — The  committee  will  be  happy 
to  hear  your  ideas  on  the  subject  of  the  bankrupt 
laws.  He  answers :  "  The  bankrupt  law  was  intro- 
duced with  a  view  to  prevent  and  punish  the  frauds 
of  debtors,  and  to  distribute  their  property  equally 
among  all  their  creators.  But  it  has  not  succeedei 
However  wise  the  original  plan  may  have  been 
thought,  yet  it  does  not  now,  even  with  all  its  subse-' 
quent  alterations  and  accessiohs,  appear  to  effect  either 
of  the  objects  which  it  professed ;  the  property  is  not 
forthcoming,  or  is  wasted ;  the  same  frauds  stUl  exist, 
neither  diminished  nor  punished ;  and  a  new  class  has 
sprung  up,  engendered  by  the  very  proceedings  which 
have  been  instituted  to  prevent  them ;  so  that  the 
prominent  and  growing  evil  of  the  present  day,  with 
respect  to  debtor  and  creditor,  appears  to  be  the 
bankrupt  law  itself" 

This  said  Mr.  Sxetensost,  is  the  evidence  of 
Bome  of  the  most  distinguished  solicitors,  coun- 
sellors, and  commissioners  of  England,  upon  the 
effect  of  their  system  of  hankruptoy ;  to  which 
I  beg  leave  to  add  one  additional  authority,  that 
of  Lord  Chancellor  Eldon,  (reported  in  Vesey.) 

"The  Lord  Chancellor  took  the  first  occasion  of 
expressing  strong  indignation  at  the  frauds  committed 
nnder  cases  of  the  bankrupt  law,  and  his  determina- 


tion to  repress  such  practices.  On  this  subject  his 
Lordship  observed,  with  warmth,  that  the  abuse  of 
the  bankrupt  laws  is  a  disgrace  to  the  country,  and 
it  would  be  better  at  once  to  repeal  all  the  statutes 
than  to  suffer  them  to  be  apphed  to  such  purposes. 
As  they  are  frequently  conducted  in  the  country,  they 
are  Uttle  more  than  stock  in  trade  for  the  commis- 
sioners, the  assignees,  and  solicitor." 

Mr.  S.  said  he  -would  also  refer,  whilst  he  was 
on  this  part  of  the  subject,  to  the  report' of  the 
committee  upon  the  jubject  of  the  bankrupt  law 
ia  Ireland,  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania on  yesterday  had  allusion ;  from  which 
it  would  appear  that  the  system  had  failed,  not 
only  in  England,  but  Ireland : 

"  It  will  be  seen  (says  the  report)  that,  although 
much  and  very  material  evidence  has  been  colleoted 
upon  the  operation  of  the  bankrupt  law  in  L-eland — 
establishing  grievances  of  the  most  serious  descrip- 
tion, and,  indeed,  the  total  failure  of  the  plan  for  any 
beneficial  consequence,  your  committee  have  not  pro- 
posed any  measures  to  meet  the  evils  which  are  the 
subject  of  complaint ;  they  therefore  feel  it  due  to  the 
House  to  state,  that  they  regard  the  statute  by  which 
the  bankrupt  system  was  established  in  Ireland,  as  of 
so  modem  a  date,  compared  with  the  English  statutes, 
that  it  occurs  to  your  committee  that  it  might  be 
proper  to  establish  an  entirely  new  system  instead  of 
the  one  which  has  proved  so  unsatisfactory ;  but,  as 
it  is  essential  that  such  a  system  should  be  formed 
with  reference  to  local  circumstances,  and  to  principles 
of  jurisprudence  in  a  great  degree  peculiar  to  that  part 
of  the  empire,  and  not  familiar  to  your  committee,  it 
has  appeared  to  them  most  respectful  to  the  House 
merely  to  submit  the  evidence,  and  to  leave  ulterior 
measures  to  those  who  may  be  better  qualified  to 
form  a  judgment  with  respect  to  the  alterations  which 
it  would  be  most  for  the  public  interest  to  adopt." 

Have  we  not  already  had  one  proof  that  this 
system,  which  is  now  urged  upon  this  House  as 
an  experiment,  has  totally  failed  after  a  full  and 
fair  trial  ?  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  Sbegbant)  felt  the  force  of  his  objection, 
and  ingeniously  endeavored  to  avoid  it,  by  im- 
pressing the  House  with  the  opinion  that  the 
old  bankrupt  law  of  1800  was  the  offspring  of 
party,  and  was  ushered  into  being  amidst  the 
storms  and  excesses  of  party  spirit,  and  there- 
fore unpopular,  &c.  Of  this  fact,  Mr.  S.said  he 
could  with  certainty  say  nothing,  being  too 
young  to  know  any  thing  personally  of  the  oc- 
currences of  those  times,  but  he  might  venture 
to  say  that,  from  the  course  of  events  which 
succeeded  the  coming  in  of  the  Eepublican  par- 
ty, that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Seegeakt)  was  mistaken  in  the  fact.  We  all 
know,  Mr.  S.  said,  there  were  certain  laws 
which  passed  under  what  was  termed  the  Fed- 
eral Administration,  and  believed  to  be  of  a 
party  character,  which  were  consequently  un- 
popular to  the  new  administration,  and  con- 
tiQued  to  be  so  until  repealed ;  the  judiciary 
and  bank  laws  Mr.  S.  particularly  alluded  to — 
the  one  was  directly  repealed,  and  the  other 
expired.  But  if  this  bankrupt  law  had  been 
considered,  in  those  days  of  heat  and  contest,  as 
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a  party  measure,  and  intended  as  such,  to  be 
saddled  on  the  nation  by  a  party  going  out  of 
power,  rely  on  it,  among  the  first  acts  done  by 
the  new  administration,  would  have  been  the 
repeal  of  this  law — it  would  have  been  ex- 
punged from  the  statute  book  which  it  stained, 
and  not  suffered  to  linger  out  an  existence  of  so 
many  years.  Mr.  S.  said  he  therefore  felt  justi- 
fied in  saying  that  the  fact  was  not  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Skegbant)  had 
supposed ;  the  law  of  1800  was  passed,  (and  he 
said  it  too  in  honor  of  the  Congress  that  passed 
it,)  from  other  and  better  motives — as  an  ex- 
periment Called  for  at  that  time  by  the  com- 
mercial part  of  the  country,  and  which  expired 
imder  the  weight  of  its  own  sins.  It  ought  then 
to  be  considered  as  a  fair  experiment,  which  the 
enemies  of  this  bill  had  a  right  to  claim,  and 
which  should  have  weight  with  the  House. 


TmjESDAT,  January  24. 
Militia  Fines. 

Mr.  BuouANAN  submitted  for  consideration 
the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  inqtiire  and  report  to  this  House 
the  causes  why  no  part  of  the  sum  of  $243,609  41, 
the  amount  imposed  as  fines  by  courts-martial,  held 
imder  the  authority  of  the  United  States  on  militia- 
men within  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  for 
delinquencies  which  occurred  during  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  has  yet  been  received  into  the  Treasury ; 
how  much  of  the  said  sum  has  been  collected  from  the 
delinquents  by  the  late  marshal  and  the  present  mar- 
shals of  Pennsylvania,  and  their  deputies  respectively, 
and  what  are  the  names  and  places  of  residence  of 
such  deputies ;  how  much  of  the  money  collected  re- 
mains in  the  hands  of  the  deputies,  and  how  much 
has  been  paid  over  by  them  to  their  respective  prin- 
cipals ;  who  are  the  sureties  of  the  late  marshal,  John 
Smith,  and -of  his  deputies,  respectively ;  what  is  the 
amount  of  each  of  their  bonds,  and  what  is  the  pros- 
pect of  recovering  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  money 
remaining  in  their  hands ;  what  causes  have  hereto- 
fore prevented  the  institution  of  suits  against  the  said 
John  Smith,  his  deputies,  and  their  sureties,  to  recover 
the  militia  fines  retained  by  them,  respectively ;  and 
under  what  authority,  by  whom  and  to  whom,  the 
sum  of  $41,531  77  has  been  paid  out  of  the  said  fines 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  courts-martial  by  which 
they  were  assessed. 

In  offering  this  resolution,  Mr.  Bcohanan 
said,  that  a  sense  of  duty,  and  not  a  desire  to 
give  trouble  and  cast  reflections  upon  any  oflScer 
of  this  Government,  compelled  him  to  bring  be- 
fore this  House  the  subject  of  the  collection  of 
militia  fines  from  delinquMit  militiamen  in  Penn- 
sylvania. He  would,  he  said,  state  the  facts 
connected  with  it,  and  which  were  so  many 
reasons  why  the  resolution  should  pass,  without 
doing  more  at  the  present  time.  The  State  of 
Pennsylvania  during  the  late  war  furnished  her 
full  proportion  of  men  and  of  money  to  the 
General  Government,  to  enable  them  to  carry 
on  the  contest.  She  furnished  more  than  her 
quota  of  volunteers  and  militia.    It  however 
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happened,  that,  owing  to  the  pious  and  peace- 
ful habits  of  the  people  of  that  State,  conscien- 
tiously scrupulous  of  bearing  arms,  there  oc- 
curred, in  obtaining  the  number  of  men  required 
by  draught,  a  great  number  of  delinquencies ; 
which  were  more  than  made  up  by  volunteers. 
It  followed,  therefore,  that  while  Pennsylvania, 
as  a  State,  can  with  pride  and  with  pleasure 
declare  that  she  fulfilled,  in  the  most  ample 
manner,  all  her  federal  obligations,  yet  there 
was  a  very  large  proportion  of  her  citizens  fined 
as  delinquent  militiamen.  From  the  letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  of  February  14,  1821,  it 
appeared  that  out  of  nine  States,  on  the  citizens 
of  which  militia  fines  were  assessed,  and  from 
eight  of  which  returns  have  been  received,  the 
fines  assessed  on  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  amount 
to  a  larger  sum  than  all  the  fines  assessed  on  the 
citizens  of  seven  of  the  States : 
The  assessment  on  Pennsylvania 

amounted  to  -        -  $243,609  41 

On  New  Hampshire,  Kew  York, 
Maiyland,  Virginia,  Ohio,  Ken- 
tucky, East  Tennessee,  West 
Tennessee,  to  -  -  -  240,076 
These  fines  were  assessed,  chiefly,  if  not  alto- 
gether, within  the  years  1813,  1814,  and  1815  ; 
and,  strange  and  wonderful  as  it  may  appear, 
not  one  cent  of  that  large  amount  assessed  on 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania  has  yet  reached  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States.  It  is  within  my 
own  knowledge,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  very  large 
sums  of  this  money  have  been  collected  by.the 
deputy  marshals,  and  much  distress  has  been 
spread  over  the  country  in  levying  these  fines 
from  the  poorer  classes  of  the  citizens  ^ithin 
our  State.  It  is  very  natural  that  every  State 
in  the  Union,  particularly  Pennsylvania,  should 
be  anxious  to  have  the  darkness  which  hangs 
over  this  subject  dispelled,  and  the  gnQty  agents 
exposed  to  the  light  of  day.  It  is  possible  that 
by  an  investigation  something  may  be  obtained ; 
if  not,  tlie  authors  of  the  shameful  frauds  which 
have  been  perpetrated  will  be  dragged  from  the 
concealment  in  which  they  now  lurk.  On  the 
4th  of  December,  1820,  at  the  instance  of  a  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  a  resolution  was 
passed  by  this  House,  calling  on  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  for  information  on  the  subject, 
which  for  some  cause  or  other  remained  unan- 
swered, but  on  the  2d  of  January,  1821,  was 
renewed.  And,  said  Mr.  B.,  what  answer  has 
been  given  to  it  ?  It  consists  of  six  clauses,  an- 
swers to  which  would  embrace  all  the  informa- 
tion we  desire.  The  answer  to  the  first  is  a 
letter  from  the  present  marshal,  which  Mr.  B. 
read ;  from  which,  he  said,  it  appeared  that  al- 
inost  three  years  had  been  suffered  to  expire 
since  this  communication,  and  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  any  measures  have,  been  taken  to  se- 
cure the  books  and  papers. 

The  department  could  therefore  communicate 
no  information  on  the  subject.  The  second 
query,  how  much  money  had  been  received 
into  the  Treasury,  on  account  of  these  fines, 
was  easily  answered ;  not  a  cent  had  been  re- 
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ceived.  The  third  query  the  department  is  un- 
able to  answer,  except  that  $3,6T1  30  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  present  marshal,  and  $2,646  60  in 
the  hands  of  Lewis  Deffebach,  one  of  his  depu- 
ties in  Bucks  county.  Xhe  fourth  query,  as  to 
the  names  of  the  deputies  and  the  sureties  of 
the  late  marshal,  was  not  answered.  Indeed, 
it  appeared  that  the  department  never  either 
inquired  or  knew  who  were  the  sureties  of  the 
marshal,  or  who  were  his  deputies  or  sureties. 
It  appeared,  further,  that  no  action  had  ever 
yet  been  instituted  against  the  late  marshal  or 
hjs  deputies  on  these  bonds,  except  against  one 
of  the  deputies.  The  object,  therefore,  Mr.  B. 
said,  of  his  resolution,  was  to  obtain  the  infor- 
mation which  the  former  vote  of  the  House  had 
failed  to  procure,  &o. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  B.  was  agreed  to,  and 
Messrs.  Btjohanan,  Mooee  of  Pennsylvania, 
Nelsow  of  Maryland,  Dtjefeb,  and  Eioh,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 


Friday,  January  25. 
The  Banhrupt  Bill. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  "Whole  on  this  biU. 

Mr.  A.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  rose,  and  moved 
to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill ;  and 
the  question  thereon  having  been  stated — 

Mr.  A.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  rose  to  address 
the  Chair.  He  commenced  his  observations  by 
remarking  that  he  regarded  this  bill  as  contain- 
ing a  proposition  that  was  calculated  to  sacrifice 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  to  destroy  personal 
security,  and  the  security  of  property ;  to  abol- 
ish the  mild  and  equitable  systems  of  jurispru- 
dence which  the  wisdom  and  policy  of  the 
States  had  ordained;  to  take  the  administra- 
tion of  justice  out  of  the  hands  of  independent 
judges,  and  to  transfer  it  to  obscure  and  irre- 
sponsible commissioners  paid  by  the  day.  It 
changes,  said  he,  the  civil  code  of  the  country 
as  to  the  collection  of  debts,  conflicts  with  the 
administration  of  justice  under  State  authority ; 
with  the  acts  against  fraudulent  conveyances ; 
with  the  remedies  in  chancery  for  setting  such 
conveyances  aside,  and  transfers  those  to  the 
federal  courts.  He  considered  it  as  a  founda- 
tion on  wMch  nothing  good  could  be  erected ; 
and  the  details  of  the  bill,  having  received  the 
deliberate  approbation  of  its  friends,  having 
had  their  sanction  in  England  and  ia  this  coun- 
try in  1800,  in  1818,  and  1820,  will  be  con- 
sidered as  necessary  parts  of  the  whole  system, 
and  if  it  can  be  shown  that  they  are  productive 
of  mischief,  it  will  prove  that  the  whole  system 
is  radically  wrong. 

Under  the  British  system,  and  the  bill  on  the 
table,  the  first  inquiry  presented  was — ^who  may 
become  a  bankrupt  ?  The  term  merchant  was 
well  understood.  It  was  susceptible  of  precise 
definition.  But  this  law  had  received  such  a 
construction  that,  although  it  purported  to  be 
confined  to  them,  it  was  in  reality  extended  to 


others.  If  a  man  deals  at  all,  he  is  subject  to 
the  liabilities  of  the  English  bankrupt  law ;  nor 
does  that  liability  depend  upon  the  extent  of 
his  dealings.  By  the  British  system,  a  buying 
and  selling  brings  a  man  within  its  provisions. 
If  a  piece  of  cloth  is  severed,  and  one  part  of 
it  is  taken  to  the  bleacher's  to  be  whitened,  and 
the  other  to  the  dyer's  to  be  colored,  the  latter 
is  held  to  be  liable  to  the  enactments  of  the 
bankrupt  law,  and  the  former  is  not — and  the 
reason  given  is,  that  the  bleacher  bestows  only 
his  labor,  and  the  dyer  incorporates  with  it  his 
colors,  which  brings  him  within  the  purview  of 
the  act.  The  bill  on  the  table,  it  is  admitted, 
contains  various  exceptions,  and  is  so  framed  as 
to  avoid  this  distinction.  But  every  one  who 
buys  and  sells,  however  small  his  profits,  com- 
pared to  his  other  income,  and  however  few  the 
instances  of  his  buying  and  selling,  is  liable  to 
be  a  bankrupt,  unless  he  comes  within  some 
one  of  the  particular  exceptions.  But,  although 
none  but  merchants  are  entitled  to  partake  of 
what  are  called  the  benefits  of  this  law,  yet  it 
is  far  from  the  fact  that  no  other  class  of  the 
community  is  affected  by  it.  By  the  English 
system,  buying  and  selling  horses  will  subject 
the  farmer  to  bankruptcy ;  and  a  brick-maker 
who  rents  a  piece  of  land  and  makes  and  sells 
bricks,  will  also  be  liable.  The  reason  of  these 
cases  wiU  subject  persons  to  the  operation  of 
this  bUl  who  little  apprehend  such  a  conse- 
quence. 

There  was  another  objection  to  the  bill  of  no 
small  importance.  It  was  an  objection  of  a 
negative  character,  for  the  biU  contained  no 
provision  that  a  corporation,  for  instance  a 
bank,  should  be  a  bankrupt — and  this  provision, 
whenever  such  a  biU  was  about  to  be  passed, 
ought  to  stand  at  the  head  of  it.  If  there  ex- 
isted any  case  in  which  such  a  law  would  be 
justifiable  and  expedient,  it  would  be  in  the  case 
of  a  banking  corporation.  It  was  a  duty  im- 
posed on  Congress  by  the  constitution,  to  regu- 
late the  currency  of  the  country,  and  they 
ought  as  far  as  in  them  lay,  to  restore  sound- 
ness to  the  currency  of  the  United  States.  But 
instead  of  extending  the  provisions  of  the  biU 
to  banking  corporations,  it  was  restricted  to 
merchants,  traders,  and  such  others  as  were 
specifically  enumerated. 

Mr.  S.  contended  that  the  principles  of  the 
bill  were  an  invasion  upon"  the  rights  of  man — 
and  he  would  first  pay  attention  to  the  weaker 
sex.  It  was  an  unquestionable  error  of  the  com- 
mon law  that  it  did  not  sufficiently  guard  the 
just  rights  of  the  fairer  part  of  the  creation. 
By  marriage  the  husband  acquires  the  whole 
personal  estate  of  the  wife,  and,  if  he  becomes 
entitled  to  take  as  tenant  by  the  courtesy,  he 
has  the  whole  of  his  real  estate  during  his  Ufe ; 
whereas,  if  she  survives  him,  she  takes  only 
one-third  part  of  his  lands  for  life,  as  dourer, 
and  a  part  of  his  personal  estate,  which  is  fixed 
by  law. 

In  Virginia,  a  man  without  a  cent  marries  a 
lady  having  one  hundred  slaves ;  if  she  dies  to- 
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morrow,  the  slaves  are  all  his ;  but  should  he 
die  to-morrow,  and  she  survive,  she  gets  back 
one-third  of  her  own  slaves  for  her  life  only. 
This,  Mr.  S.  contended,  was  monstrous  injustice, 
and  it  would  bo  still  more  monstrous  to  extend 
the  evil  instead  of  applying  a  remedy.  Yet, 
such  would  be  the  natural  and  inevitable  ten- 
dency of  the  bin.  Instead  of  softening  the 
rigor  of  the  common  law,  it  gave  new  severity, 
and  impaired  those  few  privileges  of  women 
which  the  common  law  and  laws  of  the  States 
had  left.  By  the  common  law,  choses  in  action, 
such  as  debts,  stocks,  and  the  like,  survived  to 
the  wife  in  case  the  husband  did  not  reduce 
them  to  possession  during  his  life.  But,  by  this 
bill,  the  assignees  may  come  in,  and  sweep  away 
from  her  all  that  the  delicacy,  or  honor,  or 
sense  of  justice  of  her  husband  had  spared.  It 
takes  for  the  payment  of  the  husband's  debts 
what  does  not  yet  belong  to  the  husband — ^what 
would  survive  to  the  wife  if  she  should  outlive 
the  husband ;  and  thus  adds  to  the  injustice  of 
the  common  law.  By  the  Spanish  law,  when 
the  husband  was  made  a  bankrupt,  the  wife 
was  entitled  to  dower.  It  was  a  provision 
characteristic  of  the  chivalry  of  a  gallant  na- 
tion, and  deserving  of  example.  If  the  law, 
said  Mr.  Smyth,  is  to  be  made  for  the  mer- 
chants and  for  their  benefit  alone — then,  on 
them  only  should  it  operate.  But  how  does  it 
stand?  I  represent,  said  he,  a  large  district, 
which  contains  fifty-five  persons  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits — ^merchants,  pedlars,  and 
merchants'  clerks,  and  near  ten  thousand  per- 
sons employed  in  agriculture.  The  fltfty-five 
are,  to  those  engaged  in  agriculture,  as  one  to 
one  hundred  and  fifty.  If,  indeed,  that  small 
proportion  wished  for  the  passage  of  the  law, 
and  they  only  were  to  be  affected  by  it,  it  would 
not  be  so  objectionable.  But  the  difficulty  is, 
that  all  the  rest  of  the  community  must  severe- 
ly feel  its  effects.  A  merchant  becomes  bank- 
rupt at  Eichmond,  and  has  a  debtor  four  hun- 
dred miles  in  the  interior,  who  is  dragged  that 
whole  distance  to  answer  to  such  interrogatories 
as  the  commissioners  may,  in  their  wisdom,  see 
fit  to  propound.  Agaia — if  he  disputes  the 
claim  made  against  him,  he  is  liable  to  a  heavy 
punishment  by  forfeitm-e  of  double  the  value 
of  the  debt  claimed,  on  the  ground  of  conceal- 
ment. Nor  is  this  all.  The  doors  of  any  man 
in  the  community  may  be  broken  open  on  sus- 
picion, either  real  or  pretended,  that  the  bank- 
rupt is  within.  The  sanctuary  of  private  re- 
pose is  liable  to  invasion,  and  so  far  from  his 
house  being  his  castle,  according  to  the  maxim 
of  the  English  law,  it  is  subject  to  be  violated 
by  every  minion  of  authority.  In  England  no 
one  can,  at  any  time,  break  and  enter  but  the 
sheriff.  He  is  a  known  public  ofBcer.  But 
here  the  person  who  is  to  exercise  this  great 
power  is  not  even  sworn.  He  is  the  creature 
of  the  commissioners,  and  he  derives  from  them 
his  authority.  Sworn  oflloers  cannot  be  had. 
It  would  require  one  thousand  in  the  United 
States  duly  to  execute  this  system  ;  yet  to  these 


unsworn  and  irresponsible  persons  is  confided 
this  tremendous  power.  Again— -a  trustee  un- 
dertakes, with  the  most  benevolent  motives,  to 
manage  an  estate.  Within  ten  days  he  must 
disclose  it,  and  if  he  faUs  to  do  so,  although 
through  ignorance,  not  knowing  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  disclose  the  trust,  yet  he  is  liable  to  a 
heavy  forfeiture  of  twice  the  value.  The  farm- 
ers, also,  are  subjected  to  another  great  incon- 
venience. "When  they  contract  a  debt  vrith  a 
merchant  in  the  same  State,  they  are  liable  to 
be  sued  only  before  the  State  courts — ^but,  by  an 
act  of  banfauptcy  on  the  part  of  the  merchai^;, 
they  win  become  liable  to  be  sued  before  the 
federal  court,  and  subjected  to  all  the  increase 
of  cost,  trouble,  and  expense,  that  must  neces- 
sarily attend  it.  This  biQ  violates  the  rules  of 
evidence.  It  gives  a  remedy  for  a  single  con- 
tract debt,  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations, 
on  the  mere  affidavit  of  the  creditor,  and  on 
such  an  affidavit  of  such  a  debt,  the  person 
against  whom  it  is  claimed  may  be  declared  a 
bankrupt.  A  certified  copy  of  the  commission 
and  assignment  is  made  conclusive  evidence 
that  the  party  is  a  bankrupt,  although  declared 
so  without  a  hearing,  and  in  his  absence. 

But  it  had  been  urged  as  a  strong  argument 
in  favor  of  the  law,  that  it  provides  a  relief  for 
the  unfortunate  debtor.  If  this  SBggestionwere 
founded  in  fact,  he  should  look  to  lie  bill  with 
a  more  favorable  eye.  But  he  had  examined  it 
with  attention,  and  he  could  find  nothing  in  it 
decidedly  favorable  to  the  debtor.  It  was  alto- 
gether in  favor  of  the  wealthy  merchants.  This 
would  be  found  in  every  section.  So  far  from 
being  favorable  to  the  debtors,  it  was  hard  and 
cruel  and  severe  upon  them,  especially  those  of 
the  middling  class.  Mr.  S.  would  agree  that 
those  who  were  now  insolvent  were  anxious  for 
its  passage ;  but  if  they  thought  it  could  afford 
them  relief  they  deluded  tiiemselves.  They 
were  not  included  in  its  provisions.  The  law 
did  not  apply  to  those  who  were  already  insol- 
vent. To  take  the  benefit  of  it  they  must  be 
"actually  using"  the  trade  of  merchandise. 
But  those  who  have  already  failed,  cannot  be 
said  to  use,  in  the  present  tense,  the  trade  of 
merchandise.  That  time  has  passed  by — or 
should  they  undertake  it  again,  yet  they  would 
be  cut  off  by  another  provision — ^for  those  who 
may  have  become  traders,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  the  benefit  of  the  law,  are,  by  the  34th 
section,  specially  excluded  from  it.  All  present 
insolvente,  who  are  not  now  traders,  are  forbid- 
den to  expect  protection  from  a  certificate  ob- 
tained hereafter.  Their  hopes  are  blasted.  A 
certificate  will  yield  them  no  protection ;  and, 
what  is  worse,  this  question  may  be  raised  in 
every  case.  Nor  is  the  certificate  available,  if 
there  has  been  fraud  or  concealment,  which  of 
course  is  liable  to  endless  question.  Again :  The 
bankrupt  is  not  entitled  to  a  certificate,  unless 
the  commissioners  will  certify  that  he  has  made 
a  fuE  discovery.  This  admits  of  great  latitude 
of  construction.  They  must  certify  positively 
in  a  case  in  which  positive  knowledge  is  difficult 
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to  obtain,  and  the  want  of  which  nothing  else 
can  supply. 

There  was  no  oonstitntional  power,  Mr.  S. 
contended,  to  discharge  a  man  from  his  debts. 
This  was  a  Government  of  delegated  powers. 
It  was  not  like  original  sovereign  States  who 
had  all  powers ;  but  such  powers  as  were  not 
expressly  given,  were  reserved.  The  question 
then  here  is,  where  is  the  constitutional  author- 
ity to  take  the  property  of  A  and  to  give  it  to 
B  ?  Is  such  a  power  expressly  given  ?  No ;  it 
will  not  be  pretended.  Is  it  given  by  impli- 
cation ?  No ;  it  is  forbidden  by  strong  impli- 
cation. The  States  were  prohibited  from  im- 
pairing the  obligation  of  contracts ;  and  can  the 
General  Government  prescribe  to  others  moral 
obligations  to  which  it  is  not  boxmd  itself  to 
yield  obedience  ?  Can  Congress  say  that,  from 
and  after  the  passage  of  a  law,  a  horse  belong- 
ing to  A  shall  belong  to  B  ?  Such  an  act  would 
be  a  violation  of  those  social  and  fundamental 
principles  on  which  the  Government  is  based, 
and  by  which  it  is  held  together.  Such  an  act 
would  be  not  only  beyond  the  power  of  a  Legis- 
lature, but  even  a  constitution  ;  or  the  people 
themselves  could  never  sanction  it.  The  obli- 
gations of  justice  and  right  are  paramount  to 
aU  others.  Even  the  people,  in  their  primary 
and  collective  capacity,  have  no  power  to  divest 
individuals  of  their  rights  or  property.  A  debt 
is  property,  and  is  subject  to  the  same  rules, 
and  entitled  to  the  same  privileges  and  protec- 
tion. It  is  provided  that  this  Government  can- 
not take  private  property  for  public  use,  with- 
out giving  to  the  owner  a  fair  and  adequate 
compensation.  It  is  also  true,  as  I  contend, 
that  Government  cannot  take  private  property 
for  private  use,  even  with  compensation,  much 
less  without  it.  No  Government  has  the  moral 
right  to  do  injustice  of  this  kind.  It  may  have 
the  power  to  effect  it,  but  to  exert  that  power 
would  be  an  act  of  tyranny. 

The  insolvent  laws  of  th«  States  Mr.  S.  be- 
lieved, were  preferable  to  a  general  system. 
They  were  adapted  to  the  situation  and  circum- 
stances of  those  on  whom  they  were  to  operate ; 
whereas,  this  law  was  of  an  arbitrary  character 
— it  was  cruel,  and  abhorrent  to  the  feelings  of 
a  free  and  generous  people.  We  ought  not  to 
familiarize  ourselves  to  laws  of  this  kind.  It 
was  a  part  of  our  constitution  that  excessive 
fines  should  not  be  imposed,  nor  cruel  punish- 
ments inflicted.  And  yet,  turn  to  the  nineteenth 
section  of  the  act,  and  you  find  four  several 
offences  which  a  bankrupt  may  commit,  pun- 
ished with  ten  years'  imprisonment.  Is  this  in 
the  spirit  of  our  humane  institutions  ?  The  or- 
dinary punishment  for  peijury  is  three  years' 
imprisonment ;  but,  in  t^^e  case  of  a  bankrupt 
committing  peijury,  the  punishment  is  ten  years' 
imprisonment ;  and,  such  are  the  singular  pro- 
visions of  the  bill,  that,  wherever  the  debtor  or 
his  friends  swear  false,  the  false  oath  is  declared 
perjury ;  but  wherever  the  creditor  or  his  friends 
swear  false,  it  is  no  offence  at  all,  as,  on  examin- 
ing the  second,  fifth,  seventh,  twenty-first,  and 
Vol.  VH.— 16 


thirty-sixth  sections,  you  will  perceive.  At 
least,  it  is  made  no  offence  by  this  bill.  Is  this 
equal  and  exact  justice  ?  Mr.  S.  also  adverted 
to  other  harsh  features  and  excessive  forfeitures 
that  the  biU  provided,  among  which  was  $1,000 
for  concealing,  or  even  receiving  the  bankrupt. 
Suppose  a  kind  and  indulgent  father  iS  reduced 
from  affluence,  and  seeks  protection  from  pur- 
suit under  the  roof  of  an  affectionate  son — a 
son  who  had  been  supported  by  his  tenderness 
and  nm-tured  by  his  care.  He  appears  at  the 
gate,  and  asks  for  Admittance.  Shall  the  son 
refuse  him?  If  he  receive  him,  he  is  ruined. 
The  fine  that  hangs  over  him  beggars  him  and 
his  children.  If  he  denies  him  he  agonizes  his 
own  heart,  and  stains  his  reputation  with  black 
ingratitude.  And  shall' a  law  be  passed  making 
filial  piety  a  crime — a  law  which  cannot  be 
obeyed  without  incurring  dishonor  ?  It  was  a 
cruel  and  iniquitous  system.  But,  by  these  re- 
marks, he  would  not  be  understood  to  impli- 
cate, in  the  remotest  degree,  the  gentleman  (Mr. 
Sbegeant)  by  whom  the  bill  was  reported.  It 
was  taken  from  the  British  law,  and  remodelled 
after  the  act  of  1800.  Not  a  clause  of  it  was 
from  the  pen  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania. A  difficulty  lay  in  the  system,  it  being 
the  English  system,  which  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  human  capacity  to  render  beneficial 
to  society.  It  was  a  system  calculated  only  to 
fill  the  pocket  of  the  merchant  creditor ;  and, 
by  refen-ing  to  the  details  of  the  bUl,  it  would 
be  seen  that  many  of  the  enormous  forfeitures 
and  penalties  which  it  prescribed,  went  to  the 
use  of  the  creditors,  so  that  they  might  even 
grow  rich  upon  the  violations  of  the  law.  Every 
thing  was  brought  within  the  creditor's  grasp. 
Not  even  the  habeas  corpus  was  spared  ;  that 
constitutional  safeguard  of  our  rights  was  liable, 
by  the  fortieth  section,  to  be  suspended,  and 
the  security  it  yields  destroyed.  The  course  of 
the  administration  of  justice  was  to  be  changed; 
the  courts  of  the  United  States  are  to  take  the 
place  of  the  State  tribunals,  and  a  new  and 
productive  source  of  litigation  to  be  opened. 
It  would,  indeed,  be  speedy,  so  far  as  it  regard- 
ed the  man,  for  he  would  be  speedily  destroyed ; 
but  not  so  the  cause.  The  old  law  was  in  oper- 
ation but  eighteen  months,  and  yet  eighteen 
years  did  not  terminate  aU  the  cases  that  arose 
under  it.  It  had  been  said  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Seegeant,)  that  that 
act  was  a  party  measure.  He  (Mr.  Smyth) 
would  agree  that  it  was  so  in  its  enaction,  but 
not  so  in  its  repeal ;  and  he  adverted  to  the 
ayes  and  noes  on  the  question,  to  prove  that 
it  was  repealed  by  a  large  majority  of  both 
parties. 

But  there  was  another  constitutional  objec- 
tion that,  to  his  mind,  was  insuperable.  The 
constitution  provides  that  the  judicial  power  of 
the  TJnited  States  shall  be  vested  in  the  Su- 
preme Court,  and  such  courts  as  Congress  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  ordain  and  establish ;  and 
that  the  Judges  shall  be  independent  in  the 
tenure  of  their  office,  and  shall  receive  a  fixed 
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compensation.  Under  this  bill,  a  large  number 
(probably  not  less  than  8,000)  of  judges  are  to 
be  appointed,  by  the  name  of  commissioners. 
These  persons  will  be  in  fact  judges.  Judicial 
powers  are  confided  to  them,  and  they  have 
been  recognized  in  England  as  courts  of  justice, 
exercising  equitable  powers.  Their  courts  are 
not  indeed  courts  of  record  in  that  country,  but 
they  would  be  so  here,  for  copies  of  their  pro- 
ceedings are  made  evidence.  By  the  express 
terms  of  the  bill  they  are  recognized  as  exer- 
cising judicial  power.  They  are  said  to  "  ad- 
judge," and  their  acts  are  spoken  of  as  "judg- 
ments." A  judge  is  he  who  applies  the  law  to 
the  facts  of  a. particular  case,  and  declares  the 
result.  Can  there  be  a  doubt  that  that  declara- 
tion which  divests  a  man  of  property  and  liber- 
ty in  pursuance  of  a  law,  is  a  judgment? 
Then,  if  these  commissioners  exercise  judicial 
power,  they  cannot  be  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent alone ;  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  is 
also  necessary.  Their  tenure  of  oflfioe  should 
also  be  during  good  behavior,  and,  instead  of 
receiving  hireling  wages,  at  five  dollars  per  day, 
as  the  bill  provides,  they  should  have  a  com- 
pensation pursuant  to  the  constitution,'  which 
should  be  neither  increased  nor  diminished 
during  their  continuance  in  office. 

In  addition  to  all  these  objections,  there  was 
another,  which  to  his  mind  was  of  still  greater 
importance.  It  was  an  objection  that  lay  at  the 
foundation  of  our  free  and  equal  institutions. 
This  bill  proposed  to  incorporate  the  mercantile 
community  with  a  system  of  laws  peculiar  to 
themselves — ^to  embody  them  together,  and  to 
separate  them  from  the  rest  of  the  community. 
It  was  calculated  to  subject  the  middling  class 
of  traders  to  the  power  of  the  wealthy  mer- 
chants, and  to  give  to  the  latter  distinctive  and 
coi-porate  powers.  They  would  be  as  com- 
pletely a  corporation  as  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  And  what  would  be  the  effect  ?  The 
merchants  have  already,  as  one  of  them  for- 
merly told  us  on  this  floor,  nineteen-twentieths 
of  the  movable  property  in  the  country,  and 
all  the  banks.  The  result  would  be  that  the 
hanks  would  govern  the  city  merchants,  the 
city  merchants  would  control  the  merchants  of 
th«  country,  and  the  latter,  in  their  turn,  would 
give  law  to  the  rest  of  the  community.  Of  all 
aristocracies,  a  moneyed  aristocracy  was  most 
to  be  avoided — and  never  could  it  be  wise  in 
this  Government  to  amalgamate  the  force  of 
this  powerful  oi'der,  and  give  to  it  an  interest 
and  sympathy  diverse  from  the  rest  of  the  peo- 
ple. If,  unfortunately,  such  a  body  should  be 
BO  organized,  it  waa  not  difiicult  to  discern  that 
they  would,  ere  long,  fix  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  and  control  its  destinies. 


TuESDAT,  January  29. 
Ca/T'oer's  Grant. 
The  House  then  agreed  to  take  into  consider- 
ation the  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by 
Mr.  'Wai.woeth,  calling  for   information  re- 


specting the  pretended  titles  of  the  heirs  of 
Jonathan  Carver,  of  certain  lands  near  the 
falls  of  St.  Anthony,  on  the  Mississippi  Eiver. 

Mr.  W.  stated  that  frauds  were  committed, 
and  innocent  purchasers  dravm  in  by  persons 
pretending  to  a  title  to  these  lands.  His 
object  was,  that  such  information  might  be 
given,  through  the  medium  of  this  House,  as 
might  forewarn  purchasers  of  the  falsity  of  the 
title. 

Mr.  CoLDEN  thought  it  improper  for  this 
House  to  undertake  to  decide  upon  questions 
of  title.  He  would  not  even  take  a  course  that 
might  prepossess  public  opinion  one  way  or  the 
other  on  such  a  question.  It  was  a  matter  not 
within  the  province  of  Congress.  He,  there- 
fore, moved  to  strike  out  the  word  "pre- 
tended," and  to  insert,  after  the  word  "claim," 
the  words  "made  by,"  before  the  words  "the 
heirs." 

The  amendment  prevailed,  and  after  a  few 
remarks  by  Mr.  Teaot,  who  doubted  the  pro- 
priety of  even  making  an  inquiry  into  this  title 
more  than  into  titles  to  other  lands  claimed  by 
individuals,  the  question  was  taken,  and  the 
resolution  adopted. 

General  Jackson  and  Judge  Fromentin. 

A  Message    received    yesterday,   from   the 
Peesident  or  the  Uhited  States,  was  read, 
and  is  as  follows : 
To  the  House  of  Representatives : 

In  compliance  with  the  lesolution  of  the  2d  instant, 
I  transmit  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  with 
all  the  documents  relating  to  the  misunderstanding 
between  General  Jackson,  while  acting  as  Governor 
of  the  Floridas,  and  Elegius  Fromentin,  judge  of  a 
court  therein ;  and  also  of  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Minister  Pleni" 
potentiary  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  on  certain  pro- 
ceedings in  that  Territory,  in  execution  of  the  powers 
vested  in  the  Governor  hy  the  Executive,  under  the 
law  of  the  last  session,  for  carrying  into  efTect  the 
late  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Spain. 
Being  always  desirous  to  communicate  to  Congress, 
or  to  either  House,  all  the  information  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  Executive  respecting  any  important 
interest  of  our  Union,  which  may  be  communicated 
without  real  injury  to  our  constituents,  and  which 
can  rarely  happen,  except  in  negotiations  pending 
with  foreign  powers ;  and  deeming  it  more  consistent 
with  the  principles  of  our  Government,  in  cases  anb- 
mitted  to  my  discretion,  as  in  the  present  instance,  to 
hazard  error  by  the  freedom  of  the  communication 
rather  than  by  withholding  any  portion  of  infor- 
mation belonging  to  the  subject,  I  have  thought 
proper  to  communicate  every  document  comprised 
within  this  call.  JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  Jammry  28,  1822. 

Mr.  Whitman  moved  to  refer  the  Message, 
with  the  documents  accompanying  the  same,  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Eelations,  with  in- 
structions to  designate  in  their  report  snoh 
parts  thereof  as,  in  their  opinion,  it  might  be 
proper  to  publish. 

Mr.  Baldwin  thought  the  part  which  related 
to  any  controversy  between  General  Jackson 
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and  Judge  Fromentin  should  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  the  residue 
only  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Eelations. 

Mr.  Wkight  wished  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  Mr.  Buchanan 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  Messrs. 
"Waefield  and  Sebgeai^t  thought,  if  one  part 
of  the  communication  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  because  Judge  Fro- 
mentin was  concerned  in  it,  the  correspondent 
part  of  it  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  because  it  related  to  Gen- 
eral Jackson ;  so  between  both  committees,  the 
one  laying  hold  of  the  Judge,  and  the  other  of 
the  General,  they  might  perhaps  be  kept  apart. 

Mr.  Wood  was  in  favor  of  referring  the  sub- 
ject to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union ;  but  the  question  was  at 
length  taken,  and  the  motion  prevailed  to  lay 
the  whole  on  the  table. 

Mr.  TtroKER,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  that 
the  communication  and  documents  be  printed ; 
which,  after  remarks  thereon  by  the  mover, 
and  Messrs.  OAHSfON,  F.  Jones,  Mallajjt,  and 
Allen,  of  Tennessee,  was  carried,  as  to  each 
branch  of  the  documents  communicated.* 


*  The  coUision  with  the  Jadge,  Fromentin,  grew  out  of 
the  affair  of  GoTernor  Callava,  and  of  the  Judge's  attempt 
to  release  him  from  the  calaboose  by  writ  Qihabeas  corpus. 
On  hearing  of  that  attempt  the  Judge  was  required  to  ap- 
pear before  Governor  Jackson,  forthwith,  "to  show  cause 
why  he  has  attempted  to  interfere  with  my  authority  as 
GoTcrnor  of  the  Floridas,  exercising  the  powers  of  the  Cap- 
tain General  and  Intendant  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  or 
said  provinces  respectively,  in  my  judicial  capacity  as  su- 
preme judge  over  the  same,  and  as  chancellor  thereof"  Tho 
Judge  appeared  accordingly,  and  Governor  Jackson  having 
imderstood  the  Judge  to  confess  to  error  in  issuing  the  writ, 
and  promising  not  to  do  so  again,  he  accepted  the  declaration 
as  an  apology,  and  released  the  Judge ;  but  Judge  Fromen- 
tin having  denied  the  apology,  a  most  violent  contest  took 
place  between  them,  in  which  the  legality  of  the  Governor's 
conduct,  both  with  respect  to  Callava,  was  vehemently  dis- 
puted, and  carried  the  Judge,  Fromentin,  beforo  the  Presi- 
dent. The  Judge  justified  his  issue  of  the  writ  upon  the 
common  law,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  his  own 
conunission  as  a  United  States  Territorial  Judge,  and  the 
act  of  Congress  of  1789,  authorizing  all  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  to  issue  this  remedial  writ.  Governor  Jack- 
son answered  him,  that  the  constitution  and  none  of  these 
laws  extended  to  the  Territory — that  only  two  acts  of  Con- 
gress had  been  extended  to  it,  one  for  the  collection  of  the 
revenue,  and  the  other  to  prevent  the  importation  of  slaves 
&om  abroad ;  and  that  he  (Judge  Fromentin)  must  confine 
himself  to  the  execution  of  these  two  acts.  It  was  the 
fashion  during  General  Jackson's  public  life  to  decry  him  as 
ignorant  and  rash;  yet  no.ofiicer,  called  upon  so  often  to 
decide  on  questions  of  national,  municipal,  or  constitutional 
law,  and  all  upon  the  instant,  and  in  camps,  or  on  the  fron- 
tiers, could  have  decided  so  correctly.  And  so  in  this  case 
of  Fromentin.  The  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Adams,  an- 
swered his  complaint,  and  in  the  very  words  which  Gov- 
ernor Jackson  had  used,  saying:  "I  am  directed  by  the 
President  to  inform  you  that  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
relative  to  the  revenue  and  its  collection,  and  those  relatiog 
to  the  slave  trade,  having  been  the  only  ones  extended  by 
act  of  Congress  to  the  Territories  of  Florida,  it  was  to  the 


Thuesdat,  January  31. 
Vacciiiation,  &c. 
Mr.  BuETON,  of  North  Carolina,  rose,  and 
said  it  was  with  great  reluctance  that  he 
claimed  the  indulgence  of  the  House  to  intro- 
duce a  resolution  on  any  subject,  when  he  re- 
membered the  manner  in  which  the  table  had 
been  crowded  for  several  weeks  past ;  but  he 
assured  the  House  that  it  was  not  his  intention 
to  add  to  the  pijpsent  herculean  task  of  the 
Heads  of  Departments.  For  all  those  gentle- 
men, said  he,  I  have  the  highest  respect ;  and 
believing  that  they  have  fuU  employment  al- 
ready, I  shall  endeavor  to  show  my  respect  in 
some  other  way  than  by  adding  to  their  labors. 
Thus  far  in  the  present  session  I  have  remained 
silent ;  from  which  course  I  should  not  have 
departed,  in  the  present  instance,  but  from  an 
imperious  sense  of  duty.  The  substance  of  the 
resolution  which  I  propose  to  offer  is,  that  a  se- 
lect committee  should  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  law  for 
the  encouragement  of  vaccination,  passed  in 
the  year  1813.  I  have  no  doubt  hut  that  this 
law  originated  from  the  purest  principle  of  be- 
nevolence, since  it  has  for  its  object  to  guard 
the  human  famUy  against  one  of  the  most  fatal 
diseases  to  which  we  are  incident — ^I  mean  the 
smaU-pox.  But,  notwithstanding  I  have  before 
stated  that  I  believe  that  this  law  sprang  from 
the  best  feelings  of  the  human  heart,  yet  it  is 
likely  to  prove  one  of  the  greatest  calamities 
which  has  for  several  years  befallen  that  part 
of  the  country  in  which  I  reside.    I  have  no 


execution  of  these  only  that  your  commission  as  a  United 
States  judge  was  intended  to  apply.  In  the  execution  of 
these  laws,  in  youi  judicial  capacity,  the  Governor  (Jack- 
son) has  been  informed  that  you  are  considered  only 
amenable  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States."  And 
thus,  the  constitution,  and  all  the  Tiabeas  corpus  laws  of  the 
United  States  with  which  the  Judge  had  fortified  himself, 
were  taken  from  around  him ;  and  in  every  thing  except 
administering  the  revenue  and  the  slave  trade  laws,  he  was 
left  to  the  authority  of  the  Captain  General  and  Intendant  of 
Cuba,  in  his  supreme  executive,  legislative,  judicial,  civil, and 
military  powers.  By  way  of  easing  the  Judge  down,  a  com- 
pliment was  extended  on  the  integrity  of  his  motives,  while 
regretting  the  collision  which  had  resulted  from  his  mis- 
taken invocation  of  the  constitution  and  the  hdbeas  corpus 
statutes.  Thus :  "  In  the  diflferent  view  which  you  have 
taken  of  the  subject,  the  President  is  persuaded  that  your 
motives  and  intentions  were  entirely  pure,  though  he  deep- 
ly regrets  the  collision  of  authority,  and  the  misunderstand- 
ing which  has  arisen  between  the  Governor  of  the  Territory 
and  yourself"— Z6«6r  of  October  WJi,  1831. 

I  deem  these  transactions  in  Florida,  and  the  act  for  ifa 
temporary  government,  the  strongest  illustrationa  of  the 
difference  between  States  and  Territories  which  can  be  de- 
vised. The  temporary  government  was  itself  a  continuation 
of  the  Spanish  government,  and  intended  to  be  independent 
of  our  constitution.  That  was  decided  by  a  direct  vote,  as 
well  as  shown  by  the  act  When  the  bill  was  under  dis- 
cussion, Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  a  prnmso,  that 
the  government  established  by  it,  should  "not  be  iThCom^ 
paUble  with  the  ConstikUion  of  the  United  States;^  which 
was  rejected  without  a  division. 
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wiah  to  make  an  attack  upon  Dr.  Smith,  of 
Baltimore,  (the  vaccine  agent,  tinder  that  law,) 
or  any  other  gentleman,  without  giving  him  a 
fair  opportunity  of  defending  himself.  But 
this  much  will  I  say,  that  by  some  strange  acci- 
dent that  disease  has  been  introduced  into 
North  Carolina,  and  has  in  the  course  of  a  few 
weeks  been  scattered  for  several  miles  around. 
How  this  happened,  no  satisfactory  account  has 
been  rendered.  Some  deaths  have  taken  place, 
and  the  inhabitants  in  that  part  of  the  country 
are  in  a  state  of  alarm  and  consternation,  more 
easily  imagined  than  described.  I  am  very  cer- 
tain that  any  feeble  effort,  on  my  part,  would 
fall  very  far  short  of  reality.  I  wish  a  select 
committee  to  be  appointed,  who  are  capable  to 
make  a  thorough  examination  of  the  subject. 
And  if  there  has  been  any  fault  on  the  part  of 
the  agent,  that  he  should  not  have  it  in  his 
power  again  to  do  further  injury  under  the 
sanction  of  the  law.  And  if,  on  the  other 
hand,  there  has  been  no  fault  on  his  part,  he 
should  be  reinstated  to  public  confidence,  which 
has  been  much  shaken  by  the  late  transaction. 
Mr.  B.'s  resolution  was  in  the  following  words : 
Resolved,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  law 
passed  in  the  year  A.  D.  1813,  entitled  "An  act 
to  encourage  vaccination." 

Mr.  Little  made  a  few  observations  ex- 
pressive of  his  high  confidence  in  the  integrity 
and  professional  talents  and  experience  of  Dr. 
Smith,  whose  conduct  had  been  impeached; 
■  and  believing  that  an  investigation  would  prove 
that  confidence  to  have  been  well  founded,  he 
expressed  his  hope  that  the  resolution  would  be 


Mr.  Tlotd  thought  the  object  of  the  pro- 
posed inquiry  could  not  be  easUy  arrived  at  by 
a  committee  of  this  House.  Thinking,  as  he 
did,  of  Dr.  Smith,  and  entertaining  the  ideas 
which  he  did  of  the  benefits  he  had  rendered 
to  his  country,  Mr.  F.  said,  he  believed  such  an 
investigation  would  be  beneficial  to  Dr.  Smith. 
It  was  as  likely,  he  suggested,  that  the  small- 
pox had  been  introduced  into  North  Carolina 
by  some  North  Carolinian,  as  by  any  mistake  of 
the  vaccine  agent.  The  latter  had  no  motive 
to  destroy  his  own  occupation,  but  every  pos- 
sible inducement  to  conduct  the  agency  with 
integrity,  care,  and  skill.  He  had  at  first 
thought  it  best  that  the  resolution  should  lie  on 
the  table  a  few  days,  until  the  subject  which 
was  now  undergoing  discussion  and  consider- 
ation was  more  attentively  examined ;  but,  on 
the  whole,  as  the  question  had  been  moved, 
he  would  make  no  objection  to  its  immediate 

adoption.  

Thuesdat,  February  7. 
Letter  from  the  Vaccine  Agent. 

The  Spbakbe  presented  a  letter  from  Doctor 
James  Smith,  Vaccine  Agent,  which,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Little,  was  referred  to  the  select  com- 
mittee appointed  on  that  subject,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 


Baltimore,  February  i,  1822. 

Sib:  From  letters  which  I  received  from  Dr. 
Himter,  of  Tarboro',  in  North  Carolina,  I  am  fully 
persuaded  I  have  discovered  the  cause  of  the  deplo- 
rable events  which  have  happened  there ;  and  I  am 
now  satisfied,  that  they  have  originated  from  an  ac- 
cident such  as  never  occtirred  before,  and  there  is  no 
danger  that  the  like  will  ever  occur  again. 

I  had  a  paper  which  contained  some  small-poz 
scabs,  taken  by  myself  from  a  person  named  Whit- 
field, about  4th  October,  1821 ;  and  on  this  paper  I 
had  written  carefully,  to  avoid  accidents,  that  it  con- 
tained the  variolous  or  small-pox  matter.  But  this 
paper  was  afterwards  mislaid,  and,  tSbex  searching 
for  it  in  vain,  I  had  concluded  it  was  lost,  and  sup- 
posed it  might  have  been  swept  out  of  my  oflSce  with 
other  waste  papers. 

From  the  information,  however,  which  I  have  re- 
ceived from  Dr.  Hunter,  quoting  the  words  I  had 
written  on  it,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  same 
identical  paper  I  had  lost,  containing  the  small- pox 
scabs,  and  marked  as  such,  was  put  up  in  Dr.  Ward's 
letter  by  some  mistake  or  inadvertence,  instead  of 
the  glasses  of  vaccine  matter  which  I  intended  to 
send  to  him ;  and  which,  from  his  letter  to  me,  I 
supposed  he  had  received  and  used. 

We  may  now,  therefore  safely  conclude,  that  the 
injuiy  done  is  of  more  limited  extent  than  I  feared ; 
and  every  citizen  of  North  Carolina  has  it  in  his 
power  to  be  secured  from  it,  if  they  will  use  the  vac- 
cine matter  I  have  sent  them. 

Dr.  Hunter  assures  me  that  the  vaccine  matter  ob- 
tained by  him  from  this  institution,  and  which  he 
was  u^ing  "  in  a  general  and  extensive  vaccination," 
when  he  wrote  me,  19th  ultimo,  was  such  as  he 
knew  to  be  genuine. 

I  hope  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  make  the  con- 
tents  of  this  letter  known  in  the  House  of  Bepresent- 
atives  ;  and  I  will  be  happy  to  furnish  you  or  any 
committee  of  Congress  who  may  be  appointed  to 
make  inquiry  on  this  subject,  with  every  fact  relating 
to  it  which  has  or  may  hereafrer  come  to  my 
knowledge. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JAMES  SMITH. 

Hon.  Speaker  of  the 

Souse  of  Sepreseniatives. 

Naval  Bill — Suppression  of  Piracy  in  tJie  West 
Indies. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  biU  making  partial 
appropriations  for  the. support  of  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States,  during  the  year. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  that  reported  the  bill, 
briefly  stated  that  the  object  of  it  was  to  sup- 
press the  piratical  depredations  that  were  com- 
mitted upon  our  commerce  in  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico, and  he  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  for  the  pay  and  subsistence 
of  the  oflScers  and  pay  of  the  seamen,  with  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The 
motion  prevailed,  and  the  blanks  for  provisions 
and  repairs  were  also  severally  filled  with  the 
sums  of  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Smith  also  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for 
contingent  expenses,  with  the  sum  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars. 
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Mr.  Teaot  inquired,  whether  the  whole  sum 
was  required  for  this  particular  service,  or 
whether  it  was  intended  to  apply  to  the  general 
expenses  of  the  Naval  Department  ?  If  it  was 
merely  for  this  particular  service,  it  was  a 
large  appropriation,  especially  after  the  liberal 
appropriations  for  provisions  and  repairs.  On 
a  requisition  for  contingent  expenses  by  a  de- 
partment, he  thought  the  House  ought  at  least 
to  be  possessed  of  some  of  the  principal  and 
prominent  items  of  erpenditure.  He  was  aware 
that  there  were  expenses  to  be  incurred,  that 
could  not  be  specifically  named,  or  even  fore- 
seen ;  but  he  thought  it  the  right  of  the  House 
to  understand  something  of  the  outlines  of  the 
expense. 

Mr.  Smith  said,  the  object  of  the  appropria- 
tion was  well  understood.  The  sum  of  $230,000 
was  reported  for  the  whole  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Naval  Department,  and  the  sum  of 
twenty  thousand  dollars  proposed  in  the  biU 
was  a  part  of  that  expense,  and  to  be  deducted 
from  it.  This  bill  only  contemplated  an  ad- 
vancement for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  pira- 
cies. Mr.  S.  agreed,  that  when  an  expenditure 
can  be  specified,  it  ought  not  to  be  included 
under  the  head  of  a  contingent  expense. 

Mr.  LowNDBS  thought  that  the  House  should 
not  consider  the  present  appropriation  as  limit- 
ed to  a  specific  object,  but  as  an  advancement 
of  the  general  navy  service.  It  was  part  of  the 
annual  appropriation,  but  advanced  at  an  early 
period  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  occasion 
that  required  it. 

Mr.  Eandolph  would  not  throw  any  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  the  present  appropriation,  but  he 
thought  it  proper  to  apprise  the  committee  of 
the  great  doubt  that  existed,  whether,  by  in- 
grafting on  our  naval  system  the  solecism  of 
impermm  in  imperio,  the  Naval  Department 
had  not  greatly  suffered  by  the  establishment 
of  the  Board  of  Naval  Commissioners.  Mr.  E. 
disclaimed  all  personal  considerations,  and  ex- 
pressed, for  those  who  constituted  it,  not  only 
a  confidence  in  their  ability  and  integrity,  but 
a  personal  regard.  But  the  difficulty  lay  in  the 
system,  and  he  believed  the  Commissioners 
themselves  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  were 
convinced  of  its  inutility,  and  would  concur  in 
abolishing  this  patchwork  in  our  national  sys- 
tem. He  hoped  that  others,  who  were  better 
acquainted  with  the  subject,  would  take  it  into 
consideration,  and  apply  the  remedy,  which, 
in  his  opinion,  the  evil  called  for. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  stated  that  he 
was  exceedingly  anxious  for  the  passage  of  the 
bill  on  account  of  the  object  of  it.  The  bill  is 
for  a  partial  appropriation  for  the  year  1822. 
It  is  founded  on  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  of  the  25th  January,  in  reply  to  a  note  of 
that  day,  requesting  information  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  a  partial  appropriation  for  the  year  1822, 
'for  the  naval  service.  It  is  stated  that  the  ap- 
propriations of  the  last  year  are  nearly  exhaust- 
ed and  that  it  is  necessary  to  equip  a  force  for 
the  protection  of  our  commerce.    This  appro- 


priation is  for  the  naval  service  generally.  The 
letter,  with  regard  to  the  naval  force,  is  dated 
28th  January,  in  reply  to  inquiries  of  the  26th, 
with  regard  to  the  piracies.  In  this  it  is  pro- 
posed to  send  out  a  frigate.  This  object  is  the 
inducement  for  the  partial  appropriation. 

Mr.  Teimblb  had  no  objection  to  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  and  rose  only  to  reply,  in  a  single 
remark,  to  the  observations  that  had  fallen 
from  the  gentleman  from  Vii-ginia,  (Mr.  Ran- 
dolph.) In  the  firar  years  he  had  occupied  a 
seat  on  the  floor,  ^e  had  had  occasion  to  ex- 
amine into  the  office  alluded  to,  and  he  was 
fully  convinced,  from  the  examination,  which 
was  scrupulous  and  attentive,  that  the  estab- 
lishment of  that  board  had  saved  millions  to  the 
nation.  It  was  constituted  of  men  who  were 
possessed  not  only  of  abUity,  but  of  experience 
and  practical  acquaintance  with  the  subject  on 
which  they  were  employed.  So  fully  satisfied 
was  he  of  the  importance  of  that  board,  that, 
were  he  driven  to  the  necessity  of  voting  to 
abolish  either  that  board,  or  the  head  of  the 
department,  he  should  feel  himself  bound  t9 
vote  for  the  continuance  of  the  former. 

Mr.  Randolph  hoped  he  was  not  understood 
to  pronounce  any  opinion  upon  the  wisdom  of 
any  branch  of  the  Navy  Department.  But  he 
had  turned  not  an  unobservant  eye  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  he  believed  that  the  bureau,  he  might 
call  it — ^the  office,  wanted  new  modelling. 

Mr.  Teimble  made  a  few  further  observa- 
tions, and  expressed  his  such  entire  satisfaction 
with  the  management  of  that  board,  that  he 
was  led  to  wish  there  could  be  an  army  board 
in  like  manner  established. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  the  blank  filled 
as  proposed,  when  the  committee  rose  and  re- 
ported the  same  to  the  House. 

In  the  House  the  bUl  was  read  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  this  day, 
and  was  subsequently  read  a  third  time,  and 


Tlte  Barikrvpt  Bill. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sbegbant,  then 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bin  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of 
bankruptcy. 

Mr.  Mallaet,  of  Vermont,  observed,  that  he 
was  in  favor  of  the  motion  made  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Smtth,)  to 
strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  biU  now  be- 
fore the  committee.  He  was  opposed^  to  its 
leading  principles,  and  could  not  give  his  sup- 
port to  any  measure  which  contained  them. 
By  these  principles,  he  meant  such  as  are  found 
in  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  which  compel  the 
debtor  to  surrender  his  property  for  the  pro- 
tended benefit  of  the  creditor,  and  exonerate 
the  debtor  from  the  obligation  of  his  contracts. 
He  considered,  that  all  who  were  opposed  to 
any  laws  containing  such  principles,  would  con- 
cur in  the  motion,  and  at  once  bring  the  sub- 
ject to  a  speedy  conclusion.  If  a  majority  of 
the  committee  approved  of  this  course,  much 
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time  would  be  saved.  It  would  be  entirely 
useless  to  legislate  upon  the  details,  when  the 
bill  itself,  in  the  conclusion,  was  to  be  wholly 
rejected. 

Mr.  M.  remarked  that  the  effects  of  the  pro- 
posed system  must  be  great.  The  relations  of 
creditor  and  debtor  would  be  changed.  The 
effects  would  not  be  confined  to  the  mercantile 
class  of  our  citizens,  but  must  be  universal,  and 
felt  by  the  whole  community.  It  was  then  the 
duty  of  every  one  to  weigh  well  the  subject, 
and  ascertain,  as  far  as  he  had  the  power, 
whether  the  effects  would  be  disastrous  or 
beneficial  to  the  nation.  Not  to  merchants  and 
traders  alone,  but  to  the  whole  American  peo- 
ple. The  probability  that  some  good  might  re- 
sult, was  not  sufficient  to  induce  Congress  to 
hazard  the  experiment.  "We  ought  to  be  sure, 
as  far  as  human  foresight  can  determine,  that 
the  proposed  measure  will  prevent  the  fre- 
quency of  bankruptcies,  discourage  the  perpe- 
tration of  flagrant  frauds,  and  elevate  the  value 
of  national  and  individual  credit .  Its  beneficial 
effects  ought  to  be  most  clearly  shown  by  its 
supporters.  A  reference  has  been  made  to  the 
laws  of  other  nations,  relating  to  the  subject  of 
bankruptcies.  They  have  been  urged  with 
great  zeal  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Sbeseant,)  and  in  a  manner 
calculated  to  produce  the  deepest  impressions. 
He  has  told  the  committee  that  we  should  con- 
sult the  experience  of  foreign  nations  in  relation 
to  those  subjects  which  are  interesting  to  our- 
selves. He  has  told  us  that  commerce  is  essen- 
tially the  same  in  England,  Holland,  France, 
and  Spain,  as  in  the  United  States.  Laws,  by 
those  nations,  ,had  been  adopted  of  a  similar 
character  to  the  one  now  under  consideration. 
Experience  abroad  had  given  conclusive  evi- 
dence of  their  utility.  Mr.  M.  admitted  that, 
although  we  might  often  gain  the  greatest  ad- 
vantages by  consulting  the  laws  and  institutions 
of  other  nations,  yet  their  adoption  in  this 
country  should  be  allowed  with  the  greatest 
caution.  It  was  certainly  very  dangerous  doc- 
trine to  admit,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that 
measures  which  had  received  the  sanction  of 
foreign  Governments,  and  had  stood  confirmed 
by  their  experience,  should  be  sanctioned  here. 
The  preservation  of  good  morals  is  an  object  of 
equal  importance  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  as  of  England,  yet  those  laws,  which 
have  for  centuries  received  the  approbation  of 
Englishmen,  may  be  illy  calculated  for  this 
country.  Pure  religion  may  be  the  same  in 
Prance  as  in  the  United  States,  yet  those  laws 
which,  in  Prance,  have  been  deemed  necessary 
for  its  promotion,  the  honorable  member  from 
Pennsylvania  will  not  contend  are  adapted  to 
our  condition.  The  people  of  the  United  States 
have  a  deep  interest  in  the  character  and  merits 
of  our  clergy,  but  the  English  laws,  granting 
tithes  for  their  support,  would  receive  no  very 
cordial  welcome  here.  Yet  the  experience  of 
England  and  Prance  might  be  referred  to  as 
evidence  of  their  utility. 


Mr.  M.  observed  he  had  alluded  to  these  sub- 
jects to  prove  that  the  experience  of  other  nar 
tions  would  often  prove  a  fatal  guide  to  our 
selves.  That,  although  there  might  be  a  variety 
of  interests  of  equal  importance  to  this  coun- 
try, and  foreign  nations,  the  nature  of  the  re- 
spective Governments,  and  the  character  and 
feelings  of  the  people,  required,  or  admitted,  of 
very  different  regulations.  That,  although  the 
United  States  were  as  deeply  concerned  in  com- 
merce as  England,  Holland,  Prance,  or  Spain, 
it  could  not  with  safety  be  inferred  that  their 
laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies  should  be 
adopted  by  the  American  Government. 


Monday,  Pebruary  11. 
Mail  Thefig. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Paeeellt,  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Eoads  were  instruct- 
ed to  iaquire  into  the  practicability  of  facilitat- 
ing the  means  of  discovering  thefts,  destruction 
of,  or  opening  and  mutilating  letters,  commit- 
ted by  deputy  postmasters,  their  agents,  and 
mail  carriers;  and  also  into  the  propriety  of 
enacting  severer  and  other  penalties  against 
those  who  may  be  convicted  of  such  offences. 

Mr.  Paeeellt  observed,  that  the  insecurity 
of  conveyance  by  the  mail  was  so  general  as  to 
destroy  its  utility.  Complaints  came  loudly 
from  aU  quarters.  He  said  he  was  certain  the 
Postmaster  General  had  used  all  the  care  and 
vigilance  in  his  power  to  detect  and  prevent 
thefts  in  the  post  offices;  but  he  has  found 
them  to  be  ineffectual.  Something  surely  can 
be  done,  if  not  to  remedy,  at  least  to  mitigate, 
the  evils  so  loudly  complained  of.  We  all  know 
with  what  ease  the  recommendations  for  offices 
can  be  procured;  these  we  cannot  prevent. 
Perhaps  by  enabling  the  county  courts  in  which 
the  respective  officers  are,  to  issue  a  commission 
of  inspection,  or  giving  them  a  visitorial  power, 
the  fraud  might  be  prevented.  I  have  been  led 
more  particularly  to  this  subject,  by  informa- 
tion received  from  my  district.  Not  long  since, 
a  sum  of  nearly  a  thousand  dollars  was  sent  in 
a  letter  from  Erie,  in  Pennsylvania,  to  Salina, 
in  New  York.  This  letter  never  arrived ;  it 
was  traced  to  Buffilo,  but  beyond  that  all  scru- 
tiny was  useless.  I  have  also  learned  that  a 
letter  containing  two  hundred  and  seventy  dol- 
lars, sent  from  Philadelphia  to  Warren,  in  my 
district,  has  never  been  received.  I  have  been 
informed  that  another  letter,  sent  from  Mead- 
ville  to  Pittsburg,  has  also  been  lost.  Since  I 
came  here,  I  received  a  small  sum  of  money  for 
a  public  institution  at  MeadviUe,  which  I  trans- 
mitted by  mail ;  it  has  never  been  received. 
We  have  not  heard  of  any  robbery  of  the  mails ; 
these  thefts  must  have  been  committed  by  the 
postmasters.  Indeed,  the  injury  done  the  pub- 
lic by  them,  in  this  way,  far  outweighs  that 
done  by  robbery  of  the  maUs.  Something,  I 
am  persuaded,  can  be  done  to  render  these 
crimes  less  frequent.  I  do  not  recollect  to  have 
read  of  any  trials  in  England  of  postmasters  for 
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stealing  letters  on  the  way.  The  trials  are  for 
robberies  of  the  mails,  and  thefts  after  the  letters 
arrive  at  their  destination.  The  latter  part  of  the 
resolution  I  deem  necessary.  The  common  law 
maxim  is,  that  the  punishment  ought  to  be  se- 
vere, in  proportion  to  the  facility  of  commit- 
ting offence.  In  this  case,  the  postmaster  is 
secluded  in  his  office,  and  he  commits  a  double 
crime — one  against  the  law,  the  other  against 
the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  the  nature  of 
his  office. 

A  modification  was  proposed  by  Mr.  "Wai- 
"WOETH,  and  a  further  modification  by  Mr.  La- 
THEOP,  which  were  severally  assented  to  by  the 
mover  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  which 
brought  it  into  the  shape  in  which  it  is  above 
stated. 

Civilwation  of  the  Indians. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Peesident  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  House  of  Bepreserdatives  : 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Eepresentatives,  "requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House 
any  information  which  be  may  have  of  the  condition 
of  the  several  Indian  tribes  within  the  United  States, 
and  the  measures  hitherto  devised  and  pursued  for 
their  civilization,"  I  now  transmit  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

■Washqigton,  Feb.  10,  1822. 


Depaetmeht  of  Wae,  Feb.  8, 1822. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  to  vfhom  was  referred  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  "request- 
ing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be 
laid  before  this  House  any  information  which  he  may 
have  of  the  condition  of  the  several  Indian  tribes 
within  the  United  States,  and  the  progress  of  the 
measures  hitherto  devised  and  pursued  for  their  civ- 
ilization," has  the  honor  to  transmit  the  enclosed  ta- 
ble, marked  A,  containing  the  number  of  schools 
established  under  the  patronage  of  the  Government, 
within  the  Indian  country;  the  number  of  schplars  at 
each ;  the  time  of  their  commencement,  where  fixed, 
and  by  whom  established ;  with  remarks  on  their 
progress,  present  condition,  &0.  &y  reference  to  the 
table,  it  will  appear  that  there  are  eleven  principal 
echools,  with  three  subordinate  ones,  in  actual  opera- 
tion ;  and  that  there  are  several  in  a  state  of  prepa- 
ration ;  and  that  the  number  of  scholars,  at  the  last 
return,  at  the  principal  and  subordinate  schools, 
amounted  to  five  hundred  and  eight.  On  these 
schools  there  has  been  expended  $15,827  56,  of  which 
$7,447  56  have  been  on  account  of  buildings,  and  the 
balance,  $8,380,  on  account  of  the  expense  of  tuition. 
It  is  made  a  condition  of  the  subscription  on  the  part 
of  the  Government,  that  the  schools  should  be  es- 
tablished within  the  Indian  country,  and  that  the 
system  of  education,  in  addition  to  reading,  writing, 
and  arithmetic,  should,  for  the  boys,  embrace  in- 
struction in  agriculture,  and  the  ordinary  mechanic 
arts,  and  for  the  girls  the  common  domestic  industry 
of  that  sex. 

It  was  thought  advisable,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  system,  to  proceed  with  caution,  and  to  enlarge 
the  sphere  of  operation  as  experience  should  indicate 


the  proper  measures  to  be  adopted,  by  which  a  use- 
less expenditure  of  pubUc  money  would  be  avoided, 
and  the  system  adopted  for  the  civilization  of  the 
Indians  have  the  fairest  trial.  Experience  has  thus 
far  justified  those  which  have  been  adopted ;  and  it 
is  accordingly  intended  to  give,  this  year,  a  greater 
activity  to  the  fands,  of  which  a  much  larger  portion 
may  be  appUed  to  tuition,  the  necessary  buildings  at 
so  many  points  having  aheady  been  erected. 

Whether  the  system  which  has  been  adopted  by  the 
Government,  if  persev^ed  in,  will  ultimately  bring 
the  Indians  within  ^e  pale  of  civilization,  can  only 
be  determined  by  time.  It  has  been  in  operation 
too  short  a  period  to  pronounce  with  certainty  on 
the  result.  The  present  generation,  which  cannot 
be  greatly  affected  by  it,  must  pass  away,  and  those 
who  have  been  reared  under  the  present  system  of 
education  must  succeed  them,  before  its  effects  can 
be  fully  tested.  As  far,  however,  as  civilization  may 
depend  on  education  only,  without  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  force  of  circumstances,  it  would  seem 
that  there  is  no  insuperable  difficulty  in  effecting  the 
benevolent  intention  of  the  Government.  It  may  be 
afiirmed,  almost  without  qualification,  that  ah  of  the 
tribes  within  our  settlements,  and  near  our  borders, 
are  even  soKcitous  for  the  education  of  their  children. 
With  the  exception  of  the  Creeks,  they  have  every 
where  freely  and  cheerfully  assented  to  the  estabhsh- 
ment  of  schools,  to  which,  in  some  instances,  they 
have  contributed.  The  Choctaws,  in  this  respect, 
have  evinced  the  most  hberal  spirit,  having  set  aside 
six  thousand  dollars  of  their  annuity  in  aid  of  schools 
established  among  them.  The  reports  of  the  teachers 
are  almost  uniformly  favorable,  both  as  to  the  capa- 
city and  docility  of  their  youths.  Their  progress  ap- 
pears to  be  quite  equal  to  that  of  white  children  of 
the  same  age  ;  and  they  appear  to  be  equally  sus- 
ceptible of  acquiring  habits  of  industry.  At  some  of 
the  establishments  a  considerable  portion  of  the  sup- 
pUes  are  raised  by  the  labor  of  the  scholars  and 
teachers. 

With  these  indications,  it  would  seem  that  there 
is  Kttle  hazard  in  pronouncing,  that,  with  proper  and 
vigorous  efforts,  they  may  receive  an  education  equal 
to  that  of  the  laboring  portion  of  our  community. 
Still,  however,  the  interesting  inquiry  remains  to  be 
solved,  whether  such  an  education  would  lead  them 
to  that  state  of  morahty,  civilization,  and  happiness, 
to  which  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Government  to  bring 
them,  or  whether  there  is  not  something  in  their  situ- 
ation, which  presents  insuperable  obstacles  to  such  a 
state  ?  To  answer  this  inquiry,  we  have  but  Uttle  ex- 
perience. There  is  certainly  much  encouragement 
to  hope  for  the  best,  from  the  fact  that  the  Cherokee 
nation,  which  has  made  the  greatest  progress  in  edu- 
cation, has  also  made  the  greatest  towards  this  de- 
sirable state,  but  the  experience  which  it  affords  is 
yet  imperfect.  They  have  adopted  some  written  pro- 
visions for  their  government,  to  a  copy  of  which,  with 
an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Eev,  Mr.  Steiner,  a  re- 
spectable Moravian,  who  has  visited  the  nation  at  the 
interval  of  twenty  years,  and  states  the  progress  which 
they  have  made  in  that  time,  and  which  accompany 
this  report,  marked  B,  I  would  respectfully  refer  the 
House,  as  furnishing  the  best  testimony  of  the  actual 
prooress  which  that  nation  has  made  towards  civiliza- 
tion. The  zeal  of  the  Cherokees  for  improvement, 
and  the  progress  which  they  have  made,  are  further 
evinced  from  the  hberal  provision  for  a  school  fund, 
for  which  the  last  treaty  with  them,  ratified  on  the 
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10th  of  Maroli,  1819,  etipulates,  and  the  fact  that  there 
are  now  established  in  the  nation  six  schools,  (tiro 
of  which  are  upon  the  Lancasterian  system,)  contain- 
ing in  the  aggregate  about  two  hundred  and  thirty 
scholars.  Notwithstanding  these  favorable  appear- 
ances, many  obstacles,  difficult  to  be  surmounted,  will 
impede  the  progress  of  the  Indians  to  a  state  of  com- 
plete civilization. 

Without  adverting  to  others,  the  political  relation 
which  they  bear  to  us  is  of  itself  of  sufficient  magni- 
tude, if  not  removed,  to  prevent  so  desirable  a  state 
from  being  attained.  We  have  always  treated  them 
as  an  independent  people ;  and,  however  insignificant 
a  tribe  may  become,  and  however  surrounded  by  a 
dense  white  population,  so  long  as  there  are  any  re- 
mains, it  continues  independent  of  our  laws  and  au- 
thority. To  tribes  thus  surrounded,  nothing  can  be 
conceived  more  opposed  to  their  happiness  and  civili- 
zation than  this  state  of  nominal  independence.  It 
has  not  one  of  the  advantages  of  real  independence, 
while  it  has  nearly  all  the  disadvantages  of  a  state  of 
complete  subjugation.  The  consequence  is  inevitable. 
They  lose  the  lofty  spirit  and  heroic  courage  of  the 
savage  state,  without  acquiring  the  virtues  which 
belong  to  the  civilized.  Depressed  in  spirits  and  de- 
bauched in  morals,  they  dwindle  away  through  a 
wretched  existence,  a  nuisance  to  the  surrounding 
country.  Unless  some  system  can  be  devised  gradu- 
ally to  change  this  relation,  and  with  the  progress  of 
education,  to  extend  over  them  our  laws  and  authority, 
it  is  feared  that  all  efforts  to  civilize  them,  whatever 
flattering  appearances  they  may  for  a  time  exhibit, 
must  ultimately  fail.  Tribe  after  tribe  will  sink,  with 
the  progress  of  our  settlements  and  the  pressure  of  our 
population,  into  wretchedness  and  oblivion.  Such  l^as 
been  their  past  history,  and  such,  without  this  change 
of  political  relation,  it  must  probably  continue  to  be. 
To  effect  it  many  difficulties  present  themselves.  It 
will  require  the  co-operation  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment and  the  States  within  ■which  the  Indians  may 
reside.  With  a  zealous  and  enlightened  co-operation, 
it  is,  however,  believed  that  all  difficulties  may  be 
surmounted,  and  this  wretched,  but  in  many  respects, 
noble  race,  be  ultimately  brought  within  lie  pale  of 
civilization.  Preparatory  to  so  radical  a  change  in 
our  relations  towards  them,  the  system  of  education 
which  has  been  adopted,  ought  to  be  put  into  exten- 
sive and  active  operation.  This  is  the  foundation  of 
all  other  improvements.  It  ought  gradually  to  be 
followed  with  a  plain  and  simple  system  of  laws  and 
government,  such  as  has  been  adopted  by  the  Chero- 
kees,  a  proper  compression  of  their  settlements,  and 
a  division  of  landed  property.  By  introducing  grad- 
ually and  judiciously  these  improvements,  they  will 
ultimately  attain  such  a  state  of  intelligence,  indus- 
try, and  civilization,  as  to  prepare  the  way  for  a 
complete  extension  of  our  laws  and  authority  over 
them. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  would  respectfully  refer  the 
House  of  Representatives,  for  more  full  and  detailed 
information  in  relation  to  the  progress  made  by  the 
Indians  in  civilization,  to  the  report  of  the  Rev.  Doctor 
Morse,  which  was  laid  before  the  House  in  pursuance 
of  a  resolution  of  the  22d  January  last. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  0.  CAIHOUK 
To  the  Pkesident  oftTia  TJ.  S. 

The  Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs. 


Tuesday,  February  12. 

Eeorganizationof  the  Fcmy— False  OonstrueUon 
of  the  Furlough  Privilege— Multiplication  of 
Shore  Employments. 

Mr.  Cooke  rose  to  submit  a  resolution  direct- 
ing an  inquiry  into  certain  matters  concerning 
the  Naval  Establishment.  The  resolution  would 
point  out  the  object  which  he  had  in  view ;  but 
he  thought  it  important  that  the  House  should 
be  advised  of  the  reason  which  induced  him  to 
offer  the  resolution  for  consideration.  The  act  of 
Congress,  Mr.  0.  said,  directed  that  the  officers 
of  the  Navy  should  receive  but  half  their  monthly 
pay,  when  not  under  orders  for  actual  service. 
By  a  regulation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
each  officer  attached  to  the  Naval  Establish- 
ment receives  (notwithstanding  the  law)  fnU 
pay,  except  when  on  furlough.  He  made  this 
statement  from  an  inspection  of  the  order  itself. 
He  viewed  it  as  a  departure  from  the  law — an 
evasion  of  the  law  more  reprehensible  than  a 
direct  violation  of  it — an  attempt  to  get  round 
the  law,  such  as  should  never  receive  his  sanc- 
tion whUst  he  held  a  seat  on  this  floor.  There 
was  another  thing  to  which  he  was  desirous 
especially  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  viz :  the  number  of 
separate  stations  at  which  officers  are  placed, 
having  the  effect  to  increase  their  compensa- 
tions, without  any  correspondent  service  being 
rendered.  At  Norfolk,  for  example,  he  under- 
stood there  were  two  officers  in  independent 
commands,  one  at  the  Navy  Yard,  and  one  at 
the  town.  At  Baltimore  there  was,  he  under- 
stood, another  commander ;  and,  from  what  in- 
formation he  had  received,  there  was  not  a  sin- 
gle armed  vessel  at  that  port — ^though  there  is 
a  commander  for  the  station,  who  receives  three 
thousand  dollars  a  year  whilst  living  on  his 
farm,  and  not  attendhig  to  any  duty  at  all.  He 
wished  also  some  information  respecting  the 
vessels  on  the  Lakes.  He  understood  that 
most  of  them  were  sunk,  and  none  of  them  fit 
for  service ;  notwithstanding  which  a  number 
of  men  were  kept  in  employ  to  take  care  of 
these  sunken  vessels ;  and,  if  he  was  not  mis- 
taken, the  superior  officer  on  that  station  was 
dubbed  Commodore,  as  if  he  were  commanding 
a  squadron  of  armed  ships  cruising  against  an 
enemy,  and  received  pay  accordingly.  This, 
Mr.  C.  said,  could  not  have  been  the  intention 
of  the  la,w.  He  wished  also  an  inquiry  to  be 
made  with  regard  to  reorganizing  the  Naval 
Establishment,  so  as  not  to  have  a  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  and  Commissioner  of  the  Navy  too. 
His  friend  from  Kentucky  had  told  the  House, 
the  other  day,  that  millions  had  been  saved  to 
the  Government  by  those  commissioners.  Mr. 
Cooks  said,  he  did  not  pretend  to  understand 
much  about  the  sutgeot ;  but  he  wished  to  ex- 
plain what  he  did  know.  He  knew  that  the 
annual  expense  of  that  Board  and  its  clerks,  &c., 
had  been  twenty  odd  thousand  dollars  per  year 
since  its  establishment.  If  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  wanted  counsellors,  Mr.  0.  said  he  thought 
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they  might  be  obtained  at  a  less  expense  than 
this  to  the  GoTemment,  &c. 

Mr.  0.  then,  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire,  and  report,  how  many  naval 
stations  are  occupied  by  the  United  States;  the 
number  and  grade  of  the  officers  at  each;  what 
each  officer  has  received  as  pay  and  sxibsistence, 
and  what  for  emoluments  or  extra  compensation 
for  supposed  services ;  how  many  have  received  their 
fill!  monthly  pay  who  were  not  in  actual  service  at 
the  time,  and  by  what  authority  they  were  so  paid ; 
and  also,  that  they  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
reorganizing  the  Naval  Establishment  of  the  United 
States. 

Mj\  MoLanb,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  said  he  did  not  mean  to  make  any 
objection  to  the  scope  of  the  present  inquiry. 
But,  he  said  that  the  mode  which  the  gentle- 
man had  adopted  was  not  the  proper  mode  of 
obtaining  the  information  he  was  in  quest  of. 
It  did  not  fall  within  the  sphere  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs  to  farnish  such  details 
as  the  resolution  asked  for.  He  would  also 
suggest  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  al- 
though he  was  sure  the  gentleman's  motives 
were  of  the  purest  kind,  as  a  general  remark, 
that  there  appeared  to  be  a  rather  unfair,  if  not 
an  ungenerous,  proceeding  creeping  into  the 
practice  of  this  House;  which  is,  that,  when 
gentlemen  want  information  from  any  Depart- 
ment of  the  Government,  they  should  preface 
it  with  an  argument,  calculated  to  affect,  and 
even  to  criminate  public  officers,  founded  on  an 
assumption  of  facts  proposed  to  be  inquired 
into,  and  followed  by  consequences  almost  as 
eerious  in  the  public  mind,  as  if  the  facts  assum- 
ed were  known  to  be  true — when,  it  very  often 
happened,' that  the  facts,  being  obtained  from 
the  proper  authority,  were  not  as  had  been  sup- 
posed. He  did  not  say  that  the  facts  were  not, 
in  this  case,  such  as  they  had  been  represented 
to  be.  But  there  was  one  fact  with  which  he 
was  acquainted,  and  would  state;  that,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  Government,  the 
construction  of  the  law  had  been,  that  every  of- 
ficer of  the  Navy  received  pay  until  furloughed ; 
because  he  is  in  actual  service,  liable  every 
minute  to  be  called  to  duty,  until  he  is  fur- 
loughed. This  was  the  construction  which  the 
law  had  universally  received,  and  he  presumed 
it  was  the  proper  construction.  On  the  other 
points,  adverted  to,  he  was  not  as  fully  inform- 
ed, and  had,  in  no  view  of  the  subject,  any  ob- 
jection to  the  inquiry,  but  to  the  shape  of  it — 
because  it  devolved  on  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  a  duty  which  did  not  belong  to  them, 
and  because  the  resolution,  in  its  present  shape, 
evaded  the  mle  of  the  House,  which  requires 
all  calls  for  information  to  lie  one  day  for  con- 
sideration. Mr.  MoLaije,  not  intending  to 
shrink  from  such  part  of  the  proposed  inquiry 
as  was  within  the  proper  duty  of  the  Naval 
Committee,  moved  to  amend  the  resolution, 
leaving  part  of  it  for  a  separate  inquiry  directed 


to  the  head  of  the  Navy  Department,  so  as  to 
read  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
he  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
organizing the  Naval  Establishment  of  the  United 
States. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Cooxe, 
as  proposing  an  unnecessary  division  of  bis  mo- 
tion into  two  distinct  resolves,  and  supported 
by  Mr.  MoLane  in  reply — and  was  agreed  to 
by  the  House.  |, 

Thus  modified,  the  resolution  was  adopted, 
without  opposition. 

Thtjesdat,  February  14. 

Russian  Claims  on  the  Northwest  Coast  of 
America. 

Mr.  Flotd  remarked  that  in  consequence  of 
unofficial  reports  of  the  promulgation  of  an  im- 
perial ukase  of  the  Autocrat  of  all  the  Eussias, 
in  relation  to  the  western  limits  of  the  United 
States,  he  begged  leave  to  lay  on  the  table  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
he  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House  whether 
any  foreign  Government  has  made  claim  to  any  part 
of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  upon  the  coast 
of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  north  of  the  42°  of  latitude,  and 
to  what  extent ;  whether  any  regulations  have  been 
made  by  foreign  powers  affecting  the  trade  on  that 
coast ;  and  how  far  it  affects  the  interests  of  this  Ee- 
puhlic ;  and  whether  any  communications  have  been 
made  to  this  Government,  by  foreign  powers,  touch- 
ing the  contemplated  occupation  of  the  Columbia 
Kiver. 


Feidat,  February  15. 
Preservation  of  Live  Oah  Timber. 

Mr.  MoLanb,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  preservation  of 
the  timber  of  the  United  States  in  Florida; 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the 
preservation  of  the  timber  of  the  United  States 
in  Florida,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Banls  of  Deposit,  &e. 

The  Speakee  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  obe- 
dience to  the  resolution  directing  hun  to  report 
the  banks  in  which  the  moneys  received  from 
the  sale  of  public  lands  have  been  deposited 
since  1st  January,  1818;  the  contracts  under 
which  the  deposits  have  been  made;  the  corre- 
spondence relative  thereto ;  the  amount  of  de- 
posits left  in  each,  &c. ;  which  report  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  same,  together 
with  the  documents,  be  printed.  A  division  of 
the  question  on  this  motion  being  called  for,  the 
same  was  put  on  so  much  as  proposes  to  cause 
the  said  report  to  be  printed,  and  passed  in  the 
affirmative. 
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Mr.  Tatloe  then  moved  that  the  question  on 
the  residue  of  said  motion,  which  proposes  to 
cause  the  dooumeuts  to  he  printed,  he  post- 
poned until  Monday  next ;  which  passed  in  the 
afBrmative.    The  report  is  as  follows  : 

Tbeasdry  DispAETMENT,  Feb.  li,  1822, 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  directing  tliat  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  lay  before  the  House  "  a  statement  show- 
ing in  what  banks  the  money  repeived  from  the  sale 
of  the  public  lands  has  been  deposited  since  the  1st 
of  January,  1818;  the  contracts  under  which  said 
deposits  have  been  made  ;  the  correspondence  be- 
tween them  and  the  Treasury  Department  relative 
thereto  ;  the  amount  of  deposits  that  were  to  be  left 
in  each,  in  consideration  of  talcing  charge  of  the 
balance  of  the  money  deposited ;  whether,  in  any  in- 
stance, the  deposits  allowed  for  that  purpose  have 
been  increased,  and  why  such  increase  was  allowed ; 
together  with  copies  of  their  situation  furnished  to 
said  Department  for  the  last  twelve  months  preceding 
such  increase ;  whether  any  of  those  banks  have 
failed  to  comply  with  their  engagements,  and  to  what 
amount;  the  statements  made  by  each  for  the  last 
twelve  months  preceding  its  failure  ;  what  measures 
have  been  taken,  in  consequence  thereof,  to  secure 
the  Government  against  any  losses  resulting  from 
such  failure  ;  what  those  measures  have  been,  and  at 
what  expense ;  whether,  in  any  instance,  uncurrent 
or  depreciated  paper  has  been  received  from  them  or 
any  of  them,  which  the  Government  was  not  bound 
to  receive  by  any  agreement  between  such  hanks  and 
the  said  Secretary ;  and  whether  any  fui-ther  meas- 
ures are  necessary  to  be  adopted  by  Congress  to  pro- 
vide for  the  transmission  of  the  public  money  from 
the  different  receivers  to  a  more  safe  place  of  deposit, 
and,  if  so,  what  plan  is  most  desirable" — I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  several  statements  and  contracts, 
together  with  the  correspondence,  required  by  the 
resolution. 

From  an  examination  of  the  provisions  contained 
in  these  contracts,  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  prin- 
cipal inducements  on  the  part  of  the  Treasury  to 
make  them  were — first,  to  increase  the  facilities  of 
making  payment  for  lands  previously  purchased ;  and, 
secondly,  to  secure  the  transmission  of  the  public 
money  from  the  places  of  deposit  to  those  where  the 
public  engagements  required  it  to  be  expended,  with 
the  least  derangement  of  the  ordinary  moneyed  trans- 
actions of  those  States  from  whence  the  funds  were 
to  be  withdrawn. 

By  statement  X  it  will  be  seen  that  the  debt  due  by 
individuals  for  the  purchase  of  public  lands  had,  be- 
tween the  last  days  of  January,  1815  and  1819, 
been  augmented  from  three  millions  forty-two  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  thirteen  dollars  and  eighty-nine 
cents,  to  sixteen  millions  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars 
and  fourteen  cents. 

In  the  year  1817,  most  of  the  banks  in  the  States 
where  the  land  offices  were  established,  and  in  those 
parts  of  other  States  immediately  adjoining  them, 
had  resumed  specie  payments.  In  the  following  year 
a  great  proportion  of  them  stopped  payment ;  and,  in 
the  early  part  of  1819,  the  price  of  all  articles  pro- 
duced in  the  Western  States  fell  so  low  as  scarcely  to 
defray  the  expense  of  transportation  to  the  ports  from 
whence  they  were  usually  exported  to  foreign  mar- 
kets.   This  condition  of  things,  which  had  not  been 


anticipated  when  the  debt  for  the  public  lands  we 
contracted,  produced  the  most  serious  distress  at  th 
moment,  and  excited  alarming  apprehensions  for  th 
future.  The  forfeiture  of  the  lands  purchased  ht 
tween  the  two  periods  already  described,  and  of  th 
great  amount  of  money  paid  at  the  time  of  purchass 
appeared  to  he  a  result  almost  inevitable,  unless  som 
facility  in  making  payment  could  be  afforded.  Th 
resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the  hanks  whoa 
notes  formed,  almost  exclusively,  thexiircnlation  of  th 
States  where  the  debt  had  been  contracted,  and  th 
receipt  of  those  notes  at  the  land  offices,  seemed  to  bi 
the  only  facility  which  it  was  practicable  to  afford 
To  effect  this  object,  the  contracts  in  question  wen 
tendered  to  the  local  banks  as  a  modification  of  th< 
various  propositions  which  had  been  made  by  then 
to  the  Department.  The  extent  of  the  facility  whicl 
would  be  afforded  by  the  receipt  at  the  land  offices  o 
the  notes  of  such  local  banks  as  should  resume  specif 
payments,  would  necessarily  depend  upon  the  amonnl 
of  the  public  expenditure  at  the  banks  of  deposit,  anc 
the  capacity  of  those  banks  to  transfer  what  could 
not  be  thus  expended  to  the  places  where  the  public 
interests  required.  At  that  time  an  inconsiderable 
portion  of  the  sum  received  at  the  land  offices  was 
expended  in  the  States  in  which  they  were  established. 
An  inducement  to  transfer  the  remainder  was  to  ba 
presented  to  the  banks  which  were  to  become  the 
depositories  of  the  public  revenue  arising  from  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands.  In  making  the  proposition 
to  the  local  banks  to  transfer  such  portion  of  the  pub- 
lic money  deposited  in  their  vaults  as  could  not  be 
expended  by  them  on  Treasury  drafts,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  sum  agreed  to  be  left  in  deposit,  the 
obligation  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  trans- 
fer the  public  money  to  such  places  as  the  public 
exigencies  shall  require  was  duly  considered.  This 
obligation  extends  to  money,  and  not  to  bank  notes. 
The  bank  was  under  no  obligation  to  effect  the 
transfer  of  the  public  funds  by  disposing  of  the 
notes  of  the  local  banks  which  had  been  received 
at  the  land  offices  in  the  purchase  of  bills  of  ex- 
change, rather  than  by  a  direct  transportation 
of  specie  to  the  places  designated.  To  have  proposed 
the  resumption  of  specie  payments  to  the  local  banlis, 
on  the  condition  that  they  were  to  become  the  de- 
positories of  the  public  money  received  at  the  land 
offices,  whilst  the  obligation  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  to  transfer  the  public  revenue  was  to 
be  enforced,  was  to  insure  another  failure  on  the  part 
of  those  banks ;  as  they  would  have  been  required, 
at  short  intervals,  to  discharge  in  specie  the  whole 
amount  of  their  notes  which  had  been  received  at  the 
land  offices.  If  the  specie  which  would  thus  have 
been  drawn  from  their  vaults  could  have  been  re- 
stored to  the  local  circulation,  by  the  operations  of 
the  Government,  it  would  have  been  practicable  for 
the  local  banks  to  have  continued  specie  payments. 
But  the  whole  of  the  sums  which  would  have  been 
drawn  from  them  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
would  have  been  ti-ansferred  to  the  commercial  cities 
in  the  Atlantic  States,  whence  its  return  would  ne- 
cessarily have  been  slow  and  precarious.  It  was, 
therefore,  indispensable  to  any  proposition  for  in- 
ducing the  local  banks  to  resume  and  continue  specie 
payments,  that  the  obligation  to  transfer  such  part  of 
the  public  money  deposited  with  them  as  was  to  be 
expended  at  other  places,  should  be  imposed  upon 
those  banks.  Although  it  was  manifestly  their  in- 
terest that  this  operation  should  he  effected  with- 
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out  suddenly  withdrawmg  from  circulation  the 
amount  to  be  transferred,  yet  it  was  equally  manifest 
that  it  could  not  at  all  times  be  performed  without 
inconvenience  and  expense.  It  became,  therefore, 
necessary  to  present  to  them  some  other  inducement 
to  assume  this  obligation,  than  the  mere  possession 
of  the  public  funds  during  the  time  that  was  requi- 
site for  maldng  the  transfer.  The  idea  of  a  deposit 
which  they  were  not  bound  immediately  to  transfer 
was  adopted  by  the  Treasury,  and  accepted  by  the 
banks.  This  deposit,  however,  with  the  exceptions 
which  will  be  hereafter  explained,  was  liable  to  be 
reduced  at  all  times  by  the  payment  of  drafts  of  the 
Treasurer  whenever  it  was  practicable  to  expend 
money  at  those  banks.  The  whole  amount  deposited 
in  them  was,  at  all  times,  at  the  disposition  of  the 
Government,  whenever  the  public  service  should  re- 
quire it,  and  the  opportunity  of  expenditure  at  the 
banks  of  deposit  shall  occur. 

During  the  existence  of  the  former  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  a  number  of  State  banks  were,  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  banks  of  deposit, 
upon  conditions  which  secured  to  them  a  considerable 
amount  always  on  deposit,  without,  however,  specify- 
ing any  particular  sum.  It  was  stipulated  that  the 
moneys  depoated  in  them  should  not  be  drawn  for  e» 
masse ;  and  that  whenever  drafts  should  be  drawn 
upon  them  with  a  view  to  transfer  any  portion  of  the 
public  money  in  their  possession,  they  should  be 
drawn  payable  at  sixty  days.  As  these  drafts  were 
always  issued  for  smaller  sums  than  were  at  the  time 
on  deposit,  the  banks  generally  retained  in  their  pos- 
session a  sum  exceeding  the  amoiint  of  the  deposits 
in  sixty  days.  An  arrangement  or  contract  of  this 
kind  still  exists  with  a  number  of  local  banks  in  the 
States  of  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Con- 
necticut, Vermont,  and  Virginia. 

"With  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  an  arrangement 
for  the  transfer  of  the  public  funds  has  been  found  re- 
quisite, which  necessarily  leaves  a  considerable  bal- 
ance on  deposit  in  those  offices  from  which  transfers 
are  to  be  made.  For  the  transfer  of  the  public  fimds 
froin  New  Orleans,  and  from  the  Western  States,  to 
the  principal  cities  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  the  bank  is 
allowed  four  months ;  from  places  north  of  the  seat  of 
Government  to  those  south  of  it,  two  months ;  and 
from  and  to  places  north  of  it,  and  from  and  to  places 
south  of  it,  one  month. 

In  the  States  of  Indiana,  Dlinois,  Missouri,  Missis- 
sippi, and  Alabama,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
has  established  no  office.  In  several  of  those  States 
it  was  found  impracticable  for  the  receivers  to  make 
their  deposits  in  that  bank  or  its  offices,  without  in- 
curring an  expense  nearly  equal  to  the  amount  of 
their  salary  and  emoluments.  In  such  cases,  the 
only  alternatives  left  to  the  Department  were,  to 
suffer  the  public  money  to  remain  in  the  hands  of 
the  receivers  untU  it  could  be  expended,  or  to  direct 
it  to  be  deposited  in  some  of  the  local  banks.  Expe- 
rience had  shown  that  it  was  not  prudent  to  adopt 
the  first  of  these  alternatives.  Indeed,  Congress,  in- 
fluenced probably  by  this  conviction,  had,  in  the  year 
1800,  directed  that  the  revenue  bonds  in  Boston,  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Norfolk,  and  Charles- 
ton, should  be  deposited  for  collection  in  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  and  its  offices,  established  in  those 
cities  ;  and,  in  1809,  it  was  further  directed,  by  law, 
that  the  principal  disbursing  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment should,  whenever  practicable,  keep  the  public 
moneys  in  their  hands,  in  some  incorporated  bank,  to 


•be  designated  for  the  purpose  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  Acting  in  the  spirit  of  these  legisla- 
tive _  injunctions,  founded  upon  the  idea  that  banks 
furnished  an  additional  security,  not  only  in  the  col- 
lection but  in  the  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue, 
my  predecessors  in  office  had  directed  that  the  public 
money,  whenever  collected,  should  be  deposited  in 
banks  in  the  vicinity  of  the  officers  who  collected 
it.  When  the  Department  was  placed  under  my 
direction,  in  October,  1816,  there  were  eighty-nine 
banks  of  deposit  in  the  different  States  of  the 
Union. 

If  recent  experience  nas  furnished  evidence  in  any 
degree  conflicting  with  that  which  produced  the  legis- 
lative injunctions  to  which  I  have  referred,  it  has  also 
shown  that  the  official  integrity  of  the  public  agents 
has  not  been  augmented. 

By  referring  to  the  contracts,  it  will  be  seen  that 
deposits  have  been  made  in  the  Bank  of  Mississippi 
at  Natchez,  in  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of 
Indiana,  and  in  the  Franklin  Bank  of  Columbus, 
Ohio,  upon  conditions  somewhat  different  from  those 
of  the  other  banks.  In  the  first,  there  is  no  stipulated 
deposits,  as  it  was  presumed  that  the  whole  amount 
which  would  be  received  could  be  disbursed  at  the 
bank,  or  transferred  without  hazard  or  inconvenience 
to  New  Orleans.  The  banks,  too,  whose  notes  circu- 
lated in  that  State,  were  generally  of  established 
credit ;  so  that  but  little,  if  any,  risk  was  incurred  in 
receiving  and  crediting  them  in  the  account  of  the 
Treasurer  as  specie.  The  frequent  and  safe  inter- 
course between  Natchez  and  New  Orleans  made  it 
easy  for  the  receiver  west  of  Pearl  River  to  make  his 
payments  in  the  office  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  The  failure  of  that  officer,  however,  to  make 
his  deposits  with  regularity,  and  his  misapplication 
of  a  large  amount  of  the  pubHo  money,  about  two 
years  ago,  suggested  the  propriety  of  effecting  an  ar- 
rangement with  the  Bank  of  Mississippi. 

The  second  is  entitled  to  a  deposit,  which  is  not  to 
be  diminished  by  Treasury  drafts.  It  is  bound  to 
transfer  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  its 
offices,  any  excess  above  that  deposit  which  it  may 
receive  from  the  land  offices,  and  which  cannot  be 
disbursed  at  the  bank  As  nearly  the  whole  amount 
that  should  be  received  by  the  bank  would  have  to  be 
transferred,  it  was  deemed  just  that  the  stipulated 
deposit  should  not  be  diminished  by  the  payment  of 
Treasury  drafts ;  and  it  was  believed  that  any  profit 
which  the  bank  could  derive  from  it  would  not  be 
more  than  equal  to  the  expense  which  would  necessa- 
rily be  incurred  in  making  the  stipulated  transfers. 

The  third  is  entitled  to  a  small  deposit,  not  liable 
to  ba  diminished,  and  is  not  hound  to  transfer  any 
part  of  the  public  funds  deposited  with  it.  From  the 
geographical  situation  of  the  bank,  it  was  intended  to 
be  the  depository  of  the  public  moneys  disbursed  upon 
the  northwestern  frontier,  as  far  as  Lake  Superior, 
with  the  exception  of  what  was  received  at  Detroit 
and  MichUimackinac.  In  this  case,  as  the  bank  was 
not  bound  to  transfer,  the  deposit  was  intended  sim- 
ply to  indemnify  it  against  losses  which  it  might 
incur  from  the  failure  of  any  bank  whose  notes  might 
be  received  at  the  land  offices  and  deposited  with  it. 

The  deposits  stipulated  in  the  contracts  have,  in 
no  instance,  been  increased ;  but  sums  to  a  much 
greater  amount  have,  at  different  times,  been  in  the 
possession  of  these  banks.  In, some  cases,  this  has 
been  the  result  of  a  want  of  punctuality  in  making 
the  transfers  according  to  the  conditions  of  the  con- 
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bracts,  and  in  others,  of  an  expectation  that  the 
imount  in  deposit  of  a  particular  bank  might  be  ex- 
pended without  transfer. 

In  addition  to  the  amount  deposited  in  these  banks, 
there  has  been  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  its  offices  the  sum  of  |2,959,523, 

It  results  from  this  statement,  that  there  has  been 
leposited  In  those  banks  the  sum  of  |4,958,997,  and 
that  there  remains  in  their  possession,  yet  to  be  ac- 
30unted  for,  the  sum  of  |972,236.  Of  this  amount 
the  sum  of  |526,950  is  due  by  hanks  which  have 
stopped  payment,  and  are  no  longer  banks  of  deposit, 
viz :  the  Planters  and  Merchants'  Bank  at  Hunts- 
rille,  the  Branch  Bank  of  Kentucky  at  Louisville, 
the  Bank  of  Missouri,  the  Bank  of  Vincennes,  the 
Bank  of  EdwardsviUe,  and  the  Farmers  and  Mechan- 
ics' Bank  at  Cincinnati.  It  is  but  just,  however,  to 
state,  that  the  bank  at  Huntsville  has  made  large 
payments  into  the  offices  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  at  New  Orleans  and  New  York  since  its  fail- 
ire,  and  that  no  doubt  is  entertained  that  it  will  dis- 
jharge  the  remainder  in  the  present  year.  These 
ire  the  only  banks  which  have  failed  to  comply  with 
iieir  contracts. 

The  statements  made  by  these  banks  for  the 
twelve  months  preceding  their  respective  failures,  as 
'ar  as  they  have  been  received,  are  marked  Cc,  Ee, 
3fg,  Jj,  LI.  The  statements  of  the  Bank  of  Missouri 
inll  be  found  in  the  correspondence. 

From  the  Bank  of  Tombigbee  there  have  been  re- 
;eived  $15,311,  in  the  notes  of  the  State  Bank  of 
STorth  Carolina ;  from  the  Bank  of  Missouri  there 
iave  been  received  the  following  sums,  viz  :  in  notes 
3f  the  SUte  Bank  of  North  Carolina,  $42,000 ;  of 
the  Bank  of  Nashville,  $29,844 ;  of  the  Farmers  and 
Mechanics'  Bank  of  Cincinnati,  $11,845 ;  of  the  Mi- 
imi  Exporting  Company,  $8,661 ;  of  the  Bank  of 
Cincinnati,  $3,846;  of  the  Bank  of  Muskingum, 
8291 ;  and  of  the  Farmers,  Mechanics,  and  Manufac- 
turers' Bank  of  Chilicothe,  $350 ;  and  from  the  Bank 
jf  EdwardsviUe  there  have  been  received  $18,562  in 
ttotes  of  the  Bank  of  Kentucky  and  its  branches.  In 
the  first  two  cases,  the  notes  were  received  in  the 
month  of  March,  1820 ;  and  in  the  third,  in  October, 
1821.  All  the  notes  above  described  were  unuurrent 
at  the  time  they  were  received  from  the  banks.  They 
were  current  when  they  were  received  at  the  land 
offices,  and  when  deposited  in  those  banks  for  safe 
keeping.  These  deposits  were  made  before  the  date 
of  the  contracts  by  which  the  banks  engaged,  not 
only  to  account  to  the  Treasury  in  specie  for  bank 
notes  deposited  in  them,  which  might  become  un- 
current  while  in  their  possession,  but  in  like  manner 
to  account  for  such  as  might  become  unourrent  in 
the  hands  of  the  receivers  of  public  money,  which 
had  been  received  before  notice  of  the  failure  of  any 
of  the  banks  whose  notes  the  banks  of  deposit  Jiad 
authorized  them  to  receive.  As  the  banks  of  de- 
posit before  the  date  of  these  contracts  exercised  no 
discretion  or  judgment  in  determining  what  local  bank 
notes  should  be  received,  it  was  not  understood  that 
they  assumed  the  responsibility  of  accounting  to  the 
Treasury  in  specie  for  notes  deposited  with  them  for 
safe  keeping,  which  should  become  unourrent  while 
on  deposit.  Such  is  now  the  relation  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  to  the  Treasury,  in  all  cases  where 
the  notes  of  the  State  banks  received  at  the  land 
offices  are  deposited,  in  it,  except  the  notes  of  the 
banks  in  the  commercial  cities  of  the  Atlantic  States. 
In  no  other  case  have  unourrent  bank  notes  been  re- 


ceived from  any  bank  in  which  the  pnbUo  money  has 
been  deposited ;  nor  have  any  such  notes  been  re- 
ceived in  contravention  of  any  agreement  between  the 
Department  and  those  banks.  It  is  proper  to  state, 
that  the  whole  of  the  notes  of  the  State  Bank  of 
North  Carolina  have  since  been  discharged;  and 
that  of  the  NashviUe  Bank  notes  there  remams  only 
$4,203  89  unpaid. 

When  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  went  mto  op- 
eration, there  was  a  very  large  amount  of  uncurrent 
bank  notes  in  the  Treasuiy,  which  were  designated 
by  the  term  special  deposit.  It  consisted  of  bank 
notes  which  had  been  received  on  account  of  the 
Treasury,  and  which  were  refused  to  be  entered  to 
the  general  credit  of  the  Treasurer  by  the  eighty-nine 
banks  in  which  the  public  money  was  then  deposited; 
notwithstanding  all  those  banks,  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  in  the  Eastern  States,  did  not  at  the  time 
discharge  their  own  notes  in  specie.  This  amount 
was  greatly  increased  by  the  balances  in  those  of  the 
Western  banks,  which,  when  the  public  deposits  were 
turned  over  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  were 
unable  to  make  any  arrangement  for  their  payment 
To  convert  this  special  deposit  into  current  money, 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  tendered  its  best  ef- 
forts, which  were  accepted  by  the  Department.  A 
considerable  portion  of  the  sum  was,  by  the  agency 
of  the  bank,  converted  into  available  funds;  but, 
towards  the  close  of  the  year  1818,  the  bank  declined 
all  further  agency,  under  a  conviction  that  its  efforts 
were  rather  injurious  than  beneficial  to  the  public  in- 
terest. In  the  early  part  of  1819,  the  amount  of 
special  deposit  then  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  transferred  to  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  which  had 
offered  its  services  in  collecting  it.  In  the  course  of 
that  year,  its  cashier  visited  the  banks  whose  notes 
constituted  the  special  deposit,  and  which  were  estab- 
lished in  the  interior  of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and 
Virginia,  and  in  various  parts  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 
During  his  tour  he  succeeded  in  converting  a  portion, 
of  the  notes  into  current  money ;  in  most  other  cases 
he  obtained  written  acknowledgments  of  the  amount 
due,  and  generally  an  engagement  to  pay  interest 
until  the  debt  was  discharged;  and  in  several  in- 
stances collateral  security  was  proposed,  which  has 
since  been  accepted.  Whilst  in  the  execution  of  this 
service,  he  was  charged  to  call  upon  the  Farmers  and 
Mechanics'  Bank  of  Cincinnati  for  the  amount  which 
had  been  deposited  with  it  during  the  three  months 
that  it  had  resumed  specie  payments  in  1819.  He 
was  not  able,  however,  to  make  any  arrangement 
either  for  the  payment  or  security  of  the  debt. 

Since  that  time,  the  claims  of  the  Treasury  upon 
the  banks  in  Ohio,  and  in  the  interior  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Maryland,  and  Virginia,  have  been  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  attorneys  of  the  United  States,  with  in- 
structions to  endeavor  in  every  case  to  obtain  collat- 
eral security,  where  it  is  practicable.  Their  efforts, 
in  conformity  with  these  instructions,  have  been  at- 
tended with  some  success ;  but  it  is  now  manifest 
that  a  resort  to  legal  coercion  wiU,  in  some  cases,  be 


In  terminating  this  report,  it  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted whether  it  is  not  expedient  that  some  special 
authority  be  given  for  the  disposition  of  the  special 
deposit  now  in  the  Treasury.  A  considerable  amount 
of  this  deposit  consists  of  bank  notes,  which,  though 
uncurrent,  and  therefore  not  applicable  to  the  public 
service,  may  yet  be  disposed  of  on  loan,  upon  such 
security  as  to  insure  its  conversion  into  current  mo- 
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ney  at  the  expiration  of  one,  two,  and  three  years. 
Another  part  consists  of  engagements  by  banks  whose 
notes  are  nnourrent,  ■which,  it  is  presumed,  those 
banks  would  willingly  discharge  by  the  issue  of  their 
notes,  and  which  might  be  disposed  of  in  the  same 
manner.  There  is,  however,  a  small  portion  which 
probably  cannot,  without  considerable  loss,  be  con- 
verted into  current  money  by  any  measure  whatever. 
An  authority  to  dispose  of  so  much  of  the  deposit  as 
is  of  this  description,  upon  the  best  terms  that  can  he 
obtained  for  it,  will  probably  save  something  to  the 
Treasury,  as  delay  in  relation  to  it  can  have  no  ben- 
eficial effect.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

WM.  H.  CEAWTOKD. 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the 

Souse  of  Mepresentafives, 


Feidat,  February  15. 
Claims   on  the  Ncrthmest  Coast  of 
America. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Floyd,  requesting  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  information  whether  any  foreign  Govern- 
ment has  made  claim  to  any  part  of  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States  on  the  coast  ^f  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  &o.,  was  read  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Floyd  observed  that  he  had  made  this 
motion  in  consequence  of  understanding  that  a 
copy  of  the  Eussian  ukase  on  the  subject  of  her 
dominions  on  the  Pacific  was  in  possession  of 
our  Government.  The  Eussian  Government 
laid  claim,  it  appeared,  to  a  considerable  part 
of  the  territory  on  that  coast,  which  belonged 
to  the  United  States,  in  addition  to  what  she 
held  without  dispute.  From  a  claim  so  enor- 
mous, it  would  seem  that  the  Emperor  of  Eqs- 
sia  had  forgotten  the  cautious  policy  which  had 
characterized  him  heretofore ;  and  the  claim 
was  such  a  one  as  would  be  resisted  by  any 
country.  He  hoped  the  resolution:  wovdd  be 
agreed  to. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  objec- 
tion. 


Monday,  February  18. 
Military  Academy. 

Mr.  "WooDoooK  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the  number  of 
cadets  educated  at  the  Military  Academy,  who  have 
remained  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  five 
years,  and  the  number  who  have  received  coramis- 
sions  and  resigned,  or  been  discharged  from  service 
before  the  expiration  of  five  years ;  also,  the  number 
that  have  left  the  Military  Academy  without  commis- 
sions, and  the  amount  of  money  that  has  been  paid 
each ;  also,  the  amount  paid  to  cadets  between  the 
time  of  their  appointment  and  that  of  their  being 
mastered  at  the  academy,  and  the  time  of  leaving 
the  academy,  and  the  time  of  receiving  conmiissions 
and  entering  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  also, 
the  number  educated  at  the  academy  who  were  in 
the  service  during  the  late  war ;  also,  the  expense  of 
maintaining  the  officers  and  instructors  of  the  acade-^ 
my  each  year,  since  1802 ;  and  the  expense  of  am- 


munition which  has  been  furnished  for  the  use  of  the 
academy,  and  the  soldiers  who  have  been  stationed 
at  the  academy  for  the  assistance  of  the  officers  and 
cadets  since  its  establishment ;  and  also,  the  number 
of  cadets  educated  at  the  academy  since'  its  establish- 
ment, distinguishing  those  who  are  the  sons  of  officers 
and  soldiers  who  have  fallen  in  the  defence  of  their 
country,  or  died  in  its  service. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day. 


■Wednesday,  February  20. 

Military  Appropriations — Pay  and  Subsistence 

of  the  Army. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
took  into  consideration  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-two. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  (Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  who  reported 
the  bUl,)  moved  to  fill  the  blank  "for  the  pay 
of  the  army  and  subsistence  of  the  oflScers" 
with  the-sum  of  $982,917. 

Mr.  Baldwin  wished,  before  an  appropriation 
of  this  sort  was  made,  to  see  a  plain  statement 
of  the  revenue  of  the  country.  He  was  unwill- 
ing to  go  on  until  he  knew  the  footing  on  which 
our  financial  concerns  really  stood.  He  was 
willing  to  cut  the  expenses  down — ^he  cared  not 
how  high  nor  how  deep  it  cut — ^but  so  far  as  to 
meet  the  revenue.  The  House  was  now  called 
upon  to  pass  a  bill  for  the  appropriation  of  a 
large  sum.  Before  he  could  accede  to  it  he 
wished  to  see  a  plain,  tangible,  matter-of-fact 
statement  of  the  revenue,  and  then  the  House 
could  shape  its  measures  accordingly.  He  was 
not  prepared  to  vote  for  borrowing  money,  nor 
was  he  inclined  to  appropriate  large  sums  in 
the  dark,  without  knowing  from  what  quarter 
they  were  to  be  met.  He  therefore  moved 
that  the  committee  rise  and  report  progress  on 
this  bill,  with  a  view  to  postponing  the  final 
decision  on  it  to  a  later  period  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  that  the  appro- 
priations of  the  last  year  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Establishment  were  exhausted.  We 
are  now  two  months  on  the  new  year,  and  there 
is  nothing  wherewith  to  pay  the  demands  on 
that  department.  Is  this,  then,  he  asked,  the 
proper  time  to  delay?  "Was  it  expected  that 
the  officers  of  the  Government  should  make 
personal  advances?  Certainly  not.  And  nei- 
ther the  army  nor  the  Eevolutionary  pensioners 
could  be  paid.  The  payment  of  the  latter  had 
been  deferred  last  September,  and  now  an  in- 
stalment became  due  early  in  March.  They 
were  sufiering  for  the  want  of  it.  The  passage 
of  this  bill  would  not  at  all  interfere  with  any 
propositions  for  economical  reform  which  gen- 
tlemen might  think  proper  to  make.  It  was 
only  intended  to  meet  the  demands  that  arise 
from  laws  now  in  existence,  and  which  the  faith 
of  the  Government  is  pledged  to  fulfil.    Mr.  S. 
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■was  disposed  to  enter  fully  into  the  views  of 
gentlemen  with  regard  to  any  proper  retrench- 
ment, where  it  did  not  involve  a  denial  of  jus- 
tice and  legal  right.  He  also  expressed  his  con- 
fidence in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  He  was  satisfied  that  there  was  such 
a  revival  of  commerce  that  the  revenue  would 
be  adequate  to  the  expenditure,  and  he  saw  no 
necessity  that  the  committee  should  rise. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  was  not 
disposed  to  throw  any  embarrassments  in  the 
way  of  the  committee  that  had  reported  the 
bill.  Yet  he  thought  it  the  dictate  of  wisdom 
and  prudence  to  halt  at  this  step,  and  reflect 
upon  the  situation  of  the  revenue,  before  these 
appropriations  were  made.  From  his  acquaint- 
ance with  the  proceedings  of  the  House,  he  had 
been  led  to  observe  that  they  were  too  often 
driven  to  make  appropriations  by  the  pressure 
of  circumstances.  At  those  sessions  that  are 
terminated  by  law  on  the  4th  of  March,  the 
appropriation  biUs  have  been  usually  presented 
a  few  days  before  its  close,  and  we  are  com- 
pelled to  pass  them  without  much  examination 
of  the  details,  for  fear  it  should  not  become  a 
law  within  the  constitutional  term,  and  a  viola- 
tion of  the  faith  of  the  nation  result  as  a  conse- 
quence. At  those  sessions,  on  the  other  hand, 
where  the  term  is  unlimited,  we  are  met  with 
a  biU  for  partial  appropriations  to  supply  the 
exigencies  of  the  first  part  of  the  year,  and 
which  we  are  always  told  is  to  be  deducted 
from  the  general  appropriation  biU,  and  then 
this  general  appropriation  bill  is  introduced  at 
a  period  too  late,  or  under  circumstances  too 
urgent  to  allow  of  that  strict  scrutiny  which  it 
was  both  the  right  and  the  duty  of  this  House 
to  make.  Mr.  "W.  thought  the  first  and  most 
obvious  inquiry  was,  whether  we  have  the 
money  ?  This  was  a  question  to  be  put  at  the 
threshold,  and  he  thought  the  inquiry  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Baldwin) 
had  not  been  answered.  1i  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  would  give 
an  assurance  that  no  bill  shall  be  reported  to 
authorize  the  borrowing  of  money,  or  laying  a 
tax,  and  that  there  would  be  money  enough  in 
the  Treasury  to  meet  all  the  demands  upon  it 
for  the  expenditures  of  the  current  year,  he 
should  bo  disposed  to  acquiesce  in. the  passage 
of  the  bill,  which  that  committee  had  reported. 

Mr.  Baldwin  did  not  wish  to  examine  the 
merits  of  the  act  of  1816,  (to  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Mai'yland  had  alluded ;)  and  he  was 
sorry  the  case  of  the  Eevolntionary  pensioners 
could  not  be  attended  to,  and  their  -yrants  sup- 
plied, without  drawing  after  them  other  appro- 
priations, on  which  he  thought  sufficient  infor- 
mation had  not  yet  been  obtained.  The  bill 
was  reported  yesterday.  It  was  laid  on  our 
tables  this  morning,  and  is  not  yet  dry ;  and  if 
he  felt  himself  faulty  in  relation  to  this  subject, 
it  was  in  forbearing  too  long,  rather  than  in 
coming  forward  too  soon,  to  express  his  un- 
willingness to  commit  the  nation  to  such  an  ex- 
penditure without  knowing  on  what  foundation 


the  public  credit  was  placed.  He  respected  the 
opinions  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  as 
much  as  any  other  gentleman,  but  the  individ- 
ual opinions  of  a  member  were  not  a  ground  on 
which  it  was  safe  for  a  legislative  body  to  act 
They  involved  no  responsibility.  By  a  former 
report  from  the  Committee  of  "Ways  and  Means, 
the  revenue  of  1822  was  to  exceed  the  expendi- 
ture by  $5,200,000,  and  where  is  this  surplus  ? 
He  would  consent  to  this  appropriation,  if  it 
was  to  be  limited  to  that  surplus  fund ;  but  it 
was  not ;  and  the  prophecies  of  four  years  hav- 
ing turned  out  to  be  incorrect^  he  was  justified 
in  judging  of  the  future  by  the  past.  He  felt  it 
unsafe  to  adjust  the  appropriations  upon  any 
calculations  of  average ;  nor  was  he  disposed  to 
score  down  the  treasury  reports  like  the  fore- 
casts of  an  almanac,  that  predicts  that,  about 
these  days  you  may  expect  to  meet  fair  weather 
at  the  bottom.  He  would  proceed  with  any 
gentleman  and  cut  down  expenditure,  strike 
where  it  would,  until  it  met  the  revenue.  He 
wished  to  see  where  the  revenue  really  was. 
It  had  been  the  practice,  year  after  year,  to  talk 
of  balances.  But  where  were  they?  In  the 
air — and  if  balances  in  the  air  would  meet  the 
solid  appropriations  of  the  House,  there  would 
be  less  objection  to  the  passage  of  the  bill.  Mr. 
B.  then  adverted  to  the  statistical  account  of 
the  Treasury  to  show  that,  by  the  real  situation 
of  available  funds,  the  Treasury  was  actually  in 
arrear  by  much  more  than  a  million  of  dollars. 
The  time  had  cbme  when  in  his  opinion  it  was 
necessary  to  make  a  serious  and  earnest  call  for 
the  true  condition  of  that  department.  Year 
after  year  reports  had  been  made,  and  the  only 
difference  between  them  seemed  to  be  in  the 
magnitude  of  the  errors  they  contained.  There 
was  one  thing,  at  all  hazard,  which  it  was  the 
duty  of  this  House  to  sustain — and  that  was  the 
credit  of  the  nation.  Let  this  bill  then  be  post- 
poned nntU  proper  inquiry  be  made  into  that 
subject. 

Mr.  CANifON  supported  the  motion,  and,  inter 
alia,  inquired  whether  this  appropriation  was 
not  founded  on  the  idea  of  a  continuation  of  the 
army  establishment  upon  its  present  basis,  with- 
out any  reduction  whatever  ? 

Mr.  Eandolph  wished  to  carry  the  inquiry 
one  step  fm-ther  than  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania— fol:  he  wanted  to  find,  not  only  where 
the  money  comes  from,  but  where  it  goes  to ! 
The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  did  not 
seem  to  be  a  committee  of  supply,  to  get  mo- 
ney, but  only  to  get  rid  of  it.  It  seemed,  how- 
ever, that  we  had  grown  wiser  than  our  fathers, 
and  that  it  was  now  an  object,  as  expressed  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Cambee- 
LKNG,)  of  total  indifference  whether  the  sinking 
fund  system  was  retained  or  not.  Mr.  B.  then 
directed  his  remarks  principally  to  the  import- 
ance of  retaining  and  supporting  that  fund.  He 
presented,  with  his  usual  eloquence,  a  history  of 
its  origin  and  progress — ^traced  it  from  the  pa- 
triots who  originated  and  sustained  it — ex- 
plained the  difference  that  existed  between  it 
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and  the  sinking  fund  of  England — paid  an  ele- 
gant tribute  of  respect  to  the  integrity  of  Ham- 
ilton and  the  wisdom  of  Sherman,  who  had  not 
thought  it  a  matter  of  indifference,  and  con- 
clnded  hy  expressing  hfe  concurrence  with  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that  further  light 
should  be  thrown  upon  the  actual  state  of  our 
finances  before  appropriations  of  so  large  an 
amount  should  be  made. 

Mr.  CAMBEELEN&  replied  to  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Baldwin  and  Mr.  Randolph. 

Mr.  Boss  renewed  an  inquiry,  suggested  by 
Mr.  Cannon,  whether  this  bill  embraced  the 
objects  of  the  partial  appropriation  bill,  that 
had  been  discussed  some  weeks  since  in  this 
House  3 

Mr.  Smith,  in  reply,  observed  that  it  em- 
braced only  such  disbursements  as  were  of  im- 
mediate and  indispensable  necessity.  The  par- 
tial appropriation  bill  was  out  of  the  question, 
and  had  no  connection  whatever  with  the  pres- 
ent. The  bill  was  entirely  predicated  upon 
items  contained  in  the  statute  book,  &o. 

Mr.  TfiiMBLB  rose  to  ask  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  a  question. 
This  seventy  thousand  dollars  is  required  to 
purchase  clothing  for  the  army.  He  wanted  to 
know  whether  it  was  intended,  in  making  the 
purchase,  to  give  any  preference  to  the  wool- 
lens of  American  fabrication;  and  why  the 
clothing  of  the  army  is  not  entirely  of  Ameri- 
can manufacture?  His  information  justified 
him  in  saying,  that  this  desirable  object  could 
be  easily  accomplished  if  the  proper  depart- 
ments would  continue  their  efforts  from  year  to 
year  in  good  earnest.  He  said  he  had  an 
amendment  in  his  hand,  which,  if  adopted, 
would  limit  the  purchases  to  articles  of  Ameri- 
can manufacture ;  and  he  should  consider  it  his 
duty  to  offer  it,  unless  some  satisfactory  answer 
could  be  given  to  his  inquiry.  He  took  that 
occasion  to  say,  generally,  Miat  each  of  the  pur- 
chasing departments  ought  to,  give  notice  in  all 
the  States  that  supplies  are  wanted,  and  desig- 
nate the  articles ;  allowing  full  time  for  persons 
living  at  the  most  distant  points  of  the  Union 
to  send  in  tlMr  offers  to  supply.  This,  he  had 
been  told,  was  done  in  most  instances,  and  it 
had  given  great  satisfaction.  But  still  there 
were  many  complaints  made  on  this  subject, 
and,  in  some  instances,  not  without  good  rea- 
son. It  was  his  opinion  that  any  other  mode 
of  granting  contracts  for  supplies  would,  in 
many  instances,  operate  as  a  monopoly  in  favor 
of  particular  sections  of  the  Union ;  that  it  was 
fair  and  just  to  give  the  manufiacturers  in  every 
portion  of  the  country  an  equal  chance ;  that 
the  Government  ought  to  invite  competition  by 
putting  all  upon  a  footing  of  the  most  perfect 
equality ;  that  the  Treasury  itself  would  profit 
by  the  competition ;  that  he  had  heard  of  cases 
in  which  the  Government  was  made  to  pay  a 
higher  price  for  articles  on  the  seaboard,  to 
supply  the  frontier,  than  similar  articles  of 
equal  quality  could  have  been  had  for  at  or  near 
the  places  of  consumption.    He  would  give  two 


or  three  instances  from  the  department  of  In- 
dian trade,  which,  if  true,  were  manifest  abuses. 
Lead  was  made  in  great  quantities  in  Missouri, 
and  sent  to  the  large  cities  on  the  seaboard ; 
and  that  about  thirty  miles  below  St.  Louis 
there  was  a  shot  factory,  where  any  quantity  of 
that  article  could  be  had,  of  a  very  superior 
quality,  such  as  might  come  fairly  in  competi- 
tion with  the  Philadelphia  shot,  and  drive  it 
out  of  the  market;  and  yet,  it  was  stated  to 
him  as  a  fact,  that  Ig^d  and  shot  had  been  pur- 
chased on  this  side  of  the  mountains,  and  sent 
to  the  West  to  supply  the  Indian  trading  houses. 
The  same  had  been  said,  and  he  believed  truly, 
of  tobacco,  tomahawks,  and  other  articles.  The 
furs  received  at  the  trading  establishmeiits  were 
usually  brought  to  Georgetown  to  be  sold;  and 
it  was  a  remarkable  fact,  that  a  portion  of  the 
same  furs  found  their  way  back  to  the  Western 
waters,  to  supply  the  demand  among  the  hat- 
ters, whereby  a  loss  accrued  to  the  consumer 
equal  to  the  expense  of  double  transportation. 
It  was  said  that  peltry  had  been  brought  from 
St.  Louis  to  Georgetown,  and  sold  there,  or  on 
the  coast,  for  very  little  more  than  half  the 
current  price  at  St.  Louis.  These  facts  had 
been  proven,  he  understood,  before  a  committee 
of  the  other  House ;  and  he  was  led  to  believe 
that  there  never  was  a  more  abominable  pecu- 
lation, in  the  small  way,  than  had  been  prac- 
tised upon  the  Government  in  some  of  these 
matters.  He  could  give  other  instances  of  the 
same  sort,  but  his  main  object  at  present  was  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  sub- 
ject of  domestic  woollens,  and  to  show  the  foUy 
of  purchasing  supplies  on  the  seaboard  for  the 
Western  country.  There  was  one  factory  in 
Ohio  which,  he  believed,  could  furnish  all  the 
wooUens  for  the  army.  And  all  that  he  would 
ask  for  the  Western  people  was,  to  let  them 
enjoy  their  local  advantages,  and  purchase  from 
them  such  things  as  are  consumed  among  them, 
if  to  be  had  there  on  equal  terms. 

Mr.  Smith  said  a  few  words  in  reply — ^refer- 
ring Mr.  Teimblb  to  a  resolution  submitted 
some  days  ago  by  a  gentleman  fr9m  Massachu- 
setts, (Mr.  EusTis,)  respecting  the  clothing  the 
army  in  American  manufactures. 

Mr.  Etjstis  observed  that,  since  he  had  of- 
ferred  the  resolution  referred  to,  he  had  com- 
municated with  the  head  of  the  purchasing 
department,  and,  to  his  great  satisfaction,  had 
found  that  his  views  had  been  anticipated  in 
relation  to  the  subject;  for  that  all  our  soldiers 
were  clothed  in  American  fabrics.  He  ex- 
pressed great  confidence  in  that  officer,  and  was 
satisfied  that  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  was  superfluous. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  filling  the 
blank  with  the  sum  of  $75,000,  as  proposed, 
and  carried. 

Mr.  Smith  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for 
the  Quartermaster-general's  department,  for 
regular  supplies,  transportation,  rent,  and  re- 
pairs, postage,  courts-martial,  fuel,  and  contin- 
gencies, and  for  extra  pay  to  soldiers  employed 
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in  the  erection  and  repairs  of  barracks,  and 
other  labor,  with  the  sum  of  $313,217. 

Mr.  Ross  observed,  that  he  nnderstood  that 
the  business  of  courts-martial  had  become  a 
money-making  job,  and  that  a  gentleman  from 
the  North  (New  York)  had  made  the  modest 
charge  of  thirteen  or  fourteen  thousand  dollars 
for  presiding  in  them  one  year.  He  wished  to 
be  farther  informed  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Smith  said  the  appropriation  here  pro- 
posed was  in  the  usual  form ;  and  that,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  claim  referred  to,  it  was  suh  judice, 
and  not  decided  upon. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  sum  pro- 
posed, and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for  the 
contingencies  of  the  army  with  the  sum  of 
$20,000. 

Mr.  Cooke  moved  to  strike  out  that  item ; 
which  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Oantton  moved  to  insert  after  the  word 
"Army,"  the  words  "  and  the  Military  Acade- 
my," which  was  also  negatived ;  and,  the  ques- 
tion being  then  taken  on  Mr.  Smith's  motion,  it 
was  carried. 

Mr.  Smith  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for 
the  Military  Academy  with  the  sum  of  $13,979. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  amend  the 
proposition  by  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the 
words,  "for  quartermaster's  supplies,  transpor- 
tation, mathematical  instruments,  books  and 
stationery,  for  the  Military  Academy,  &c.," 
which  was  assented  to  by  tie  mover,  and  the 
original  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Smith  also  proposed  to  fill  th6  blank  for 
the  pensions  to  the  invalids,  to  the  commuta- 
tion pensioners,  and  the  widows  and  orphans 
(in  addition  to  an  unexpended  balance  of  $27,- 
891  05)  with  the  sum  of  $817,108,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Smith  further  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for 
pensions  to  the  Revolutionary  pensioners  of  the 
United  States  (including  a  deficiency  in  the  ap- 
propriation of  the  last  year  of  $451,836  57, 
and  in  addition  to  an  unexpended  balance  of 
$191,345  06  of  the  year  1820)  the  sum  of 
$1,642,591 ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Baldwin  then  moved  to  strike  out  aU 
that  part  of  the  biU  which  precedes  the  appro- 
priation for  the  pensions  to  invalid  and  Revo- 
lutionary pensioners — ^intimating,  however,  a 
perfect  willingness  that,  if  any  gentleman  wished 
to  retain  any  particular  appropriation,  so  as  to 
make  it  a  partial  one,  he  would  modify  his  mo- 
tion accordingly. 

Such  a  disposition  not  being  manifested — 

Mr.  B.  urged  the  adoption  of  his  motion,  and 
observed  that  he  was  unwilling  that  the  ur- 
gency of  the  Revolutionary  claims  should  drag 
after  them  other  appropriations,  amounting  in 
the  aggregate  to  more  than  four  millions  of 
dollars,  on  such  a  premature  and  inconsiderate 
deliberation.  The  question  was  then  taken,  and 
negatived — ayes  40,  noes  70. 

Mr.  Smith  then  moved  that  the  committee 
rise  and  report  the  bills  amended,  which  was 


agreed  to;  and  the  House  adjourned  withon 
taking  up  the  report. 


Fbtdat,  Ffbruary  22. 
Vaccination. 

Mr.  Flotd,  from  the  committee  appointed  tc 
inquire  whether  it  is  necessary  to  make  any 
modification  in  the  law  passed  in  the  year  1813. 
entitled  "An  act  to  encourage  vaccination,'' 
made  a  detailed  report ;  which  was  read,  and 
the  resolution  therein  submitted  was  concurred 
in  by  the  House,  and  two  thousand  copies  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  themselves. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  sixth  instant,  directing  them  to  inquire 
whether  it  he  necessary  to  make  any  modification  of 
the  law  passed  in  the  year  1813,  entitled  "An  act  to 
enconrage  vaccination,"  have  had  the  same  mider 
consideration,  and  report : 

That  the  committee  have  not  deemed  it  necessaiy 
to  report  the  various  reflections  which  have  presented 
themselves  upon  the  subject  of  vaccination,  but  feel 
a  confidence  in  the  belief,  that  the  opinion  heretofore 
entertained  of  its  being  a  preventive  of  the  small-pox 
is  well  founded,  and  believe  it  one  of  the  greatest 
benefits  bestowed  upon  the  country,  and  one  which 
ought  to  be  cherished  by  eveiy  citizen  of  the  Ee- 
public. 

They  are  aware  that  a  disease,  called  by  medical 
gentleman  varioloid,  has,  within  a  few  years  past, 
made  its  appearance  in  Europe ;  that  it  much  re- 
sembles the  small-pox ;  and,  under  similar  circum- 
stances, has  been  as  fatal  as  that  disease  ever  was ; 
none  are  exempt  from  its  influence,  neither  those  who 
have  had  the  small-pox,  nor  yet  those  who  have  been 
exposed  to  the  influence  of  the  vaccine;  bat  it  is 
gratifying  to  find  that  the  weight  of  authority  seems 
to  favor  a  belief,  that  all  those  exposed  to  the  infecv 
tion  of  the  latter  sufier  much  less  than  any  others. 

The  committee  have  seen,  with  pain  and  regret, 
the  occurrences  which  have  lately  transpired  in  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  where  the  physicians  in  that 
part  of  the  country  believed  the  small-pox  to  exist 
These  occurrences  were  of  such  a  character  as  to 
claim  their  attention,  particularly  as  the  United 
States  vaccine  agent,  appointed  pursuant  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  referred  to  in  the  re*lntion,  seemed 
to  create  a  doubt  as  to  the  efficacy  of  vaccine  in  tne 
prevention  of  small-pox,  and  left  the  impression  equiv- 
ocal, whether  it  was  not  his  belief  that  it  was  the 
varioloid  disease  in  North  Carohna,  produced  by  some 
change  in  the  vaccine  matter  whilst  on  its  way  to  a 
physician  in  that  State,  to  whom  he  had  sent  it,  or 
whether  it  had  not  assumed  that  character  from  the 
circumstance  of  the  small-pox  epidemic  in  the  neigh- 
borhood from  whence  it  was  sent.  They  have  for- 
borne to  remark  upon  that  transaction,  as  the  vac- 
cine agent  has  since  ascertained,  and  acknowledged, 
that  it  was  the  genuine  small-pox  matter  he  had  sent 
to  North  Carolina,  through  Ms  own  mistake,  which 
at  once  relieves  the  fears  of  those  who  doubt  the  e&- 
caoy  of  the  cow-pox,  if  there  are  any  such,  and  dissi- 
pated the  mist  which  hung  over  the  subject,  in  the 
opinion  of  all  who  did  not  doubt. 

It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  the  disease  called  vari- 
oloid seems  to  partake  more  of  the  character  of  small- 
pox than  of  vaccine,  and  that  there  is  no  fact,  within 
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the  scope  of  their  inquiry,  to  induce  the  committee 
to  believe  that  vaccine  ever  has  degenerated  into  va- 
rioloid. It  is  unquestionably  true,  that  instances  have 
occurred  where  persons  have  taken  the  small-pox, 
after  having  the  vaccine,  though  such  instances  are 
as  uncommon  as  it  is  for  persons  to  take  the  small- 
pox a  second  time. 

The  tranquillity  of  settled  belief  has  been  disturbed 
by  allusions  to  the  difficulty  of  securing  the  continu- 
ance of  genuine  matter,  though  no  doubt  is  enter- 
tained by  your  committee  that  proper  attention  will 
overcome  every  obstacle  of  that  kind,  eradicate  every 
evil,  and,  finally,  triumph  over  prejudice  itself.  Some 
reproach  may  have  been  brought  upon  vaccination, 
not,  however,  the  result  of  any  well-founded  doubt 
as  to  its  efficacy ;  but  from  the  ignorance  or  careless- 
ness of  those  who  have  used  it,  as  it  is  well  known 
that  many  benevolent  persons  throughout  the  com- 
munity have  taken  upon  themselves  to  vaccinate 
their  friends  and  others,  and,  doubtless,  have  done 
much  good ;  but  if,  in  the  progress  of  time,  by  want 
of  care,  the  matter  shall  have  become  spurious,  there 
is  not  adequate  experience  to  detect  the  change,  and 
consequently,  some  risk  of  exposing  the  person  to 
small-pox,  thereby  bringing  danger  to  the  sufferer, 
and  unjust  reproach  to  the  cow-pox.  This  kind  of 
inoculation  done  by  every  individual  who  feels  chari- 
tably inclined,  if  with  care,  is  not  disapproved  of; 
though  they  are  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  it  would 
be  much  better  to  trust  it  to  the  judgment  and  care 
of  the  medical  gentlemen  of  the  country. 

The  committee  have  deemed  it  not  irrelevant  to 
state  a  few  prominent  facta  in  regard  to  the  effects 
of  these  diseases  in  different  countries,  which  wiU 
more  clearly  show  the  progress  of  opinion,  and  the 
advantages  of  vaccination.  In  the  first  place,  it  is 
proper  to  state,  that  there  is  authority  for  estimating 
the  deaths  in  the  natural  small-pox  at  one  in  six ; 
and,  though  a  more  intimate  knowledge  of  that  mal- 
ady, together  with  any  benefit  arising  from  inocula- 
tion, may  have  put  it  more  in  the  power  of  physicians 
to  control  it,  yet,  in  Great  Britain,  where  vaccination 
is  less  attended  to  than  in  some  other  European  coun- 
tries, fifty  thousand  persons  are  annually  destroyed 
by  it.  But,  even  there,  by  vaccination,  all  agree  the 
waste  of  human  life  has  been  lessened.  It  not  only 
secures  the  person  from  the  small-pox,  but  greatly 
lessens  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  vario- 
loid disease,  as  may  be  seen  by  reference  to  highly 
respectable  authority,  which  states  that,  at  MiUau,  in 
France,  containing  about  eight  thousand  inhabitants, 
two  hundred  vaccinated  persons  took  the  varioloid 
disease,  and  every  one  recovered,  whilst  two  hundred 
persons  who  had  not  been  vaccinated  were  destroyed. 
In  Denmark,  by  the  care  which  the  Govermnent 
has  taken  to  cause  the 'people  to  vaccinate,  the  small- 
pox no  longer  exists.  Tins  remedy  was  introduced 
into  that  country  about  the  year  1800,  by  laws  which 
were  vigilantly  enforced.  By  these  laws,  it  was  or- 
dered that  no  person  should  be  received  at  confirma- 
tion, admitted  to  any  school,  bound  apprentice  to 
any  trade,  or  married,  who  had  not  been  vaccinated, 
nnless  they  had  undergone  the  small-pox.  A  just 
idea  may  be  formed  of  the  benefits  which  have  result- 
ed to  Demnark — a  country  where  the  preservation 
of  human  life  is  more  the  object  of  governmental 
care  and  solicitude  than  almost  any  other — when  it 
is  known  that  the  city  of  Copenhagen  alone,  during 
the  twelve  years  preceding  lie  introduction  of  the 
vacdne,  lost  by  the  small-pox  five  thousand  five  hun- 
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dred  of  its  inhabitants.  In  the  year  1805,  not  one 
death  occurred  in  the  whole  Danish  dominions  from 
the  small-pox.  Prussia  has  made  many  wise  regu 
lations  favorable  to  vaccination,  which  have  produced 
highly  beneficial  results.  Formerly,  the  small-pox 
was  believed  to  destroy  about  forty  thousand  persons 
annually  in  that  kingdom.  In  1817,  by  this  nfild 
and  entirely  safe  remedy,  the  deaths  were  reduced  to 
two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty,  so  that  the 
proportion  of  deaths  from  small-pox  to  those  from  all 
other  causes,  had  been  reduced  from  oree  in  seven^ 
down  to  one  in  one  Mhndred  and  four. 

It  is  believed  that  the  principality  of  Anspach,  in 
Bavaria,  containing  a  population  of  236,406  individu- 
als, lost  five  hundred  aimually  in  1797,  1798,  and 
1799;  and,  in  the  year  1800,  there  perished  one 
thousand  six  hundred  and  nine  persons  of  that  dis- 
ease ;  but,  so  clear  and  distinct  have  been  the  effects 
of  vacclnatiorr,  that,  from  the  year  1809  to  the  year 
1819,  only  five  cases  have  occurred,  and  not  one 
death. 

In  France  prizes  are  given  to  the  surgeons  who 
have  armually  vaccinated  the  greatest  number  of 
persons. 

In  Lombardy,  in  the  year  1808,  in  Milan  and  Ge- 
neva, vaccination  was  believed  to  have  extirpated 
the  small-pox. 

If  the  statements  of  intelligent  travellers  ought  to 
be  taken  as  evidence  upon  a  subject  of  this  kind, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  vaccination  has  operated 
the  same  beneficial  effects  in  South  America  which  it 
has  done  in  Europe ;  and  the  journals  of  our  own 
country  bear  testimony  to  its  great  and  increasing 
good  throughout  the  Republic. 

The  committee  have  viewed,  with  attention  and 
concern,  the  promulgation  of  opinions  tending  to  les- 
sen the  just  confidence  of  the  community  in  the  effi- 
cacy of  vaccination,  from  the  circumstance  of  there 
being  present  slight  affeotiorrs  of  the  skin,  ulceration, 
or  vascular  disease.  They  will  not  undertake  to  de- 
cide what  may  be  the  effect  of  diseases  of  this  char- 
acter upon  the  result  of  vaccination,  when  they  have 
affected  the  constitution  of  the  individual,  but  thiiik 
it  doing  no  violence  to  the  opiniorrs  of  those  who 
have  adopted  such,  to  consider  them  as  a  class  dis- 
tinct from  the  mass  of  the  community.  They  are 
inclined  to  believe  that  the  constitution  of  the  indi- 
vidual vaccinated,  with  other  causes,  may  vary  the 
appearance  of  the  disease  in  some  degree,  but  not  to 
change  its  character;  to  do  that,  there  would  be 
partial  causes,  easily  detected  and  easily  understood. 

The  committee,  from  all  the  reflection  which  they 
have  been  able  to  bestow  upon  the  subject,  are  of 
opinion  that  no  modification  of  the  law  is  necessary, 
as  its  provisions  put  it  amply  in  the  power  of  those 
intrusted  with  the  execution  of  it  to  punish  abuses 
whenever  any  exist.  They  therefore  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

jResolved,  That  the  committee  be  discharged  from 
the  farther  consideration  of  the  subject  referred  to 
them  by  the  resolution  of  the  6th  instant. 


Satuedat,  Febraary  23. 
Case  of  Hen/ry  Aberdeen,  u,  Free  Man  of  Oolor, 

and  Owner  of  a  Goasting  Schooner — Question 

of  Oitizenahip. 

Mr.  Nbwiok  presented  a  petition  of  Henry 
Aberdeen,  a  free  man  of  color,  master  of  a 
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schooner  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  of  the 
United  States,  stating  that  owing  to  a  recent 
construction  regulating  the  enrolling  and  li- 
censing vessels  employed  in  the  coasting  trade, 
he,  as  well  as  all  persons  of  his  description,  are 
deharred  the  right  of  owning  or  commanding  a 
vessel,  on  the  ground  that  they  are  not  citizens 
of  the  United  States ;  and  praying  such  relief 
in  the  premises  as  may  be  just  and  proper. 
Eeferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Transactions  in  Florida — Imprisonment  of  the 
/Spanish  Officers,  Don  Marcos  de  VilUers,  and 
Captain  Arnaldo  Chiillemard,  ly  Order  of 
the  Acting  Governor,  George  Walton,  Esq. 

Mr.  EusTis,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  requested  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petitions  of  Marcos 
de  VUliers  and  Arnaldo  Guillemard,  (who  pray 
the  interposition  of  Congress  to  release  them 
from  prison  in  Pensacola,  where  they  are  con- 
fined by  the  acting  Governor  of  West  Florida;) 
and  moved  also  that  the  petition,  together  with 
the  accompanying  documents,  he  referred  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Cooke  remarked,  that,  from  an  examina- 
tion of  the  petition  and  documents  referred  to, 
there  was  reason  to  apprehend  there  had  been 
such  a  usurpation  and  infringement  upon  the 
rights  of  the  petitioners  as  required  the  inter- 
position of  the  House.  He  therefore  moved 
that  the  petition  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  wliole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Lowndes  thought  the  petition  afforded 
an  additional  reason  for  giving  more  promptly 
a  government  to  Florida,  yet  he  was  imwilling 
that  such  complaints  should  reach  the  Execu- 
tive ear  through  the  channel  of  this  House. 
Indeed,  he  considered  it  altogether  probable 
that  those  complaints  had  already  reached  the 
Executive.  He  therefore  thought  the  reference 
proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
unnecessary,  and  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Cooke)  improper; 
and,  under  these  impressions,  proposed  that 
the  same  should  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Teimblb  rose  to  put  a  question  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Military  Committee.  He 
wanted  to  know  whether  the  petitioners  were 
confined  under  a  military  order,  or  in  virtue  of 
some  civil  judicial  process  ?  If  the  confinement 
was  by  military  order,  he  was  satisfied  the  Pres- 
ident, as  commander-in-chief  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  States,  could  order  their  discharge ; 
but  if  confined  in  virtue  of  civil  process,  then 
he  did  not  suppose  that  the  President  had  any 
power  to  interfere.  The  act  of  last  session 
gave  the  President  power  to  appoint  a  Gov- 
ernor in  the  Floridas,  but  it  did  not  authorize 
him  to  reserve  to  himself  any  control  over  the 
judicial  acts  and  proceedings  of  the  Governor 
when  appointed.  There  was  no  such  reserva- 
tion in  the  Governor's  commission.  The  Pres- 
ident had,  it  was  said,  given  ample  powers  to 
the  Governor.    They  were  said  to  he  the  same 


or  equal  to  those  vested  in  the  Captain  General 
of  Cuba ;  and  Mr.  T.  could  not  vote  the  refer- 
ence of  a  petition  to  the  President,  as  an  inti- 
mation to  him  to  assume  a  sort  of  supreme 
iudicial  power  over  that  territory,  without 
being  first  satisfied  that  a  controUing  power  of 
that  kind  ought  to  be  vested  in  him,  either  di- 
rectly or  indirectly.  ,    .  ^ 

Mr.  OoLDEN  entered  at  some  length  mto  an 
examination  of  the  facts  connected  with  the 
case  of  the  petitioners;  and  was  proceeding  to 
a  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  commitment 
of  the  petitioners  to  prison ;  when  a  question 
of  order  arose,  which  resulted  in  the  Spbakbe'b 
pronouncing  that  the  first  question,  and  the 
only  one  of  course  now  before  the  House,  was 
on  discharging  the  Military  Committee  from 
the  consideration  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  EuBTis  explained  the  views  of  the  com- 
mittee in  recommending  the  course  they  had 
thought  it  expedient  to  adopt,  the  main  object 
of  which  was  to  procure  the  liberty  of  the 
petitioners,  if  they  were  entitled  to  it,  in  a  man- 
ner more  expeditiously  than  they  could  obtain 
it  from  the  interposition  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Lowndes  further  explained  his  views  in 
making  the  motion  to  lay  the  subject  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Flotd  could  not  conceive  any  powers 
which  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba  could  have, 
or  any  Secretary  of  the  Territory  of  Florida 
could  have,  to  violate  the  liberties  of  those  who 
should  fall  within  their  jurisdiction.  Here 
were  men  lingering  in  confinement — and  we 
were  not  now,  he  said,  deliberating  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet,  but  in  peace  and  safety 
deciding  whether  or  not  to  lay  the  petition  on 
the  table.  The  man  who  could  have  the 
temerity  in  this  House  to  lie  by  supinely  on 
such  a  subject,  may  well  tremble  should  he 
happen  to  be  within  the  power  of  another  Gov- 
ernment. He  was  opposed  to  any  delay,  and 
thought  it  a  subject  that  required  the  immediate 
interference  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Eandolph  thought  this  House  could  not, 
without  a  gross  violation  of  its  duty,  turn  a 
deaf  ear  to  any  man  who  says  he  is  in  bonds 
against  law,  and  under  our  authority.  It  was 
not  for  us  to  sit  here  with  stoic  apathy,  under 
circumstances  like  the  present.  It  was  worse 
than  mockery  to  turn  over  the  subject  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  who  is  known, 
if  not  to  approve,  yet  not  to  disapprove,  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Captain  General  of  Florida. 
The  Congress  sat  here  as  the  guardians  of  law 
and  liberty.  Were  we  asked  whether  we  could 
not  yield  our  confidence  to  the  Executive  ?  He 
answered,  No;  for  that  personage  was  sur- 
rounded by  a  multitude  of  counsellors,  in  whom 
there  could  not  be  wisdom — ^for,  like  Ishmael- 
ites,  the  hand  of  each  was  raised  against  his 
brother.  He  disclaimed  any  personal  hostility 
to  any  of  the  members  of  the  cabinet— of  one 
of  whom  he  knew  nothing,  and  for  others  of 
them  he  entertained  a  personal  respect ;  but  he 
repeated  that,  with  such  competitions  and  di- 
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visions  as  existed  there,  he  would  vote  for  no 
such  reference. 

Mr.  Weight  thought  it  was  not  proper  to  re- 
fuse a  reference  of  subjects  that  constitutionally 
belonged  to  the  Executive  Department,  on  the 
want  of  personal  confidence.  He  believed  it  was 
inexpedient  to  travel  out  of  the  road,  and  get 
into  a  field  not  our  own,  when  we  had  so  much 
business  of  an  ordinary  character  that  required 
the  immediate  attention  of  the  House.  .  Mr.  "W. 
expressed  his  decided  approbation  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  late  Governor  of  Florida,  whose 
conduct,  he  thought,  entitled  him  to  the  warm- 
est gratitude  and  admiration  of  his  country, 
He  also  adverted  to  the  delays  that  had  been 
interposed  by  the  Spanish  commanders  in  sur- 
rendering that  territory  pursuant  to  the  treaty, 
and  the  various  expedients  that  had  been  re- 
sorted to,  to  create  sedition  and  insurrection  in 
that  country,  against  the  authority  of  the  Unit- 
ed States — which  therefore  rendered  the  per- 
formance of  the  duty  of  the  Governor  of  Florida 
an  arduous,  critical,  and  delicate  task,  and 
which  required  promptitude  and  energy.  He 
thought  it  was  therefore  proper  that  the  papers 
should  receive  the  reference  recommended. 

Mr.  OoLDEN  addressed  the  House  to  free  him- 
self from  any  imputation  of  being  actuated  by  a 
feeling  of  hostility  towards  General  Jackson, 
for  Mr.  0.  remembered  too  well  what  this 
country  owed  to  the  gallantry  of  that  man  to 
feel  any  such  sentiment.  Mr.  0.  proceeded 
then  to  argue  that  the  House  could  not  dispense 
with  inquiry  in.  any  case  in  which  complaint 
was  made  to  it  ;>  that,  by  the  documents  pro- 
duced, enough  was  exhibited  to  establish  a 
probability  that  a  violation  of  personal  rights 
had  taken  place,  and  to  justify  an  exercise  of 
the  inquisitorial  power  of  the  House.  He  ar- 
gued that  these  men  had,  by  the  treaty,  become 
divested  of  their  military  character ;  that,  if  so, 
General  Jackson  had  no  right  under  the  treaty 
to  banish  them  from  the  province.  If  they 
choose  to  remain  in  the  Territory,  to  select  our 
institutions  and  soil,  and  forego  their  military 
character,  could  the  treaty  receive  such  a  con- 
struction as  to  enable  the  Governor  to  say  to 
them,  no,  you  shall  not  become  American  citi- 
zens— ^you  shall  be  banished  hence  ?  This  pro- 
clamation was  not  justified  by  any  law,  nor  by 
the  treaty ;  it  was  an  exercise  of  power  without 
right.  But  there  was  another  feature  in  the 
case,  Mr.  C.  said,  so  gross  that  he  should  forfeit 
his  character  of  a  Eepresentative  of  the  people 
not  to  express  his  dissent  from  it,  both  for  him- 
self and  colleagues.  These  banished  men  come 
back — they  are  imprisoned,  and  when  they  ask 
to  be  liberated,  the  acting  Governor  says  to 
them,  you  ought  to  be  liberated — if  Governor 
Jackson  was  here  he  would  liberate  you — but 
I  cannot — there  is  no  remedy  for  you.  Could 
this  be  the  fact,  asked  Mr.  0.,  that  there  was 
no  remedy  for  a  case  so  oppressive  ?  It  seemed 
that  the  Governor,  in  his  parting  orders  to 
Governor  "Walton,  says  to  him,  you  must  obey 
no  laws  and  no  orders  other  than  those  coaling 


through  me  and  delegated  by  me.  How,  asked 
Mr.  C,  could  this  injunction  be  reconciled  with 
his  character  as  acting  Governor,  by  which  aU 
the  powers  of  the  principal  devolved  on  him  ? 
Mr.  0.  put  the  question  whether  these  men 
were  to  be  left  in  prison,  and  the  House  to  say 
to  them,  there  is  no  remedy  for  you — we  leave 
you  to  your  fate?  Was  it  sufficient  to  say 
they  have  their  resort  against  the  officer,  in 
the  courts,  and  by  the  recovery  of  damages  ? 
There  was  no  court  JJiere  to  which  they  could 
appeal.  The  Governor  claims  supreme  judicial 
power,  and  would  it  not  be  a  mockery  to  refer 
these  men  to  the  sub-Governor  under  sach  cir- 
cumstances? What  redress  could  the  Presi- 
dent afford  ?  He  could  dismiss  the  officer,  it 
was  true ;  but  any  order  sent  there  by  the 
President,  we  have  the  best  reason  to  believe, 
would  not  be  obeyed  by  the  acting  Governor, 
for  Governor  Jackson  has  forbidden  him  to  obey 
any  that  comes  not  through  him.  Mr.  0. 
thought  some  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the 
House  ought  to  be  given.  If  these  acts  are 
violations  of  our  own  feelings,  our  laws,  and 
our  principles — ^we  ought  to  say  to  the  world, 
this  is  not  our  act,  but  is  the  unauthorized  act 
of  an  individual. 

Mr.  Weight  replied  to  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Oolden,)  and  contended  that 
the  return  of  the  military  officers  of  Spain,  was 
a  violation  of  the  treaty  that  had  been  made. 
And  what  security  have  we  now  for  the  tran- 
quillity of  that  territory  if  those  military  officers 
can  be  authorized  to  make  a  show  of  departing 
according  to  treaty,  and  then  return  in  opposition 
to  its  spirit,  and  sow  the  seeds  of  sedition  and 
revolt  among  the  people  ?  When  General  Jack- 
son retired  from  the  government  of  the  Terri- 
tory, the  admioistration  of  its  power  reverted 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States.  The 
reference  to  the  Executive,  therefore,  was  pecu- 
liarly proper. 

Mr.  WAiwoETH  believed  that  his  respect  for 
the  liberty  of  the  people  was  not  less  than  that 
of  any  other  member  of  the  House ;  and  when 
a  proper  occasion  should  occur,  he  trusted  such 
a  disposition  would  be  made  manifest.  But  he 
contended  that  it  was  necessary  for  the  benefit 
of  the  petitioners  that  the  subject  should  be 
taken  up  by  a  body  more  competent  to  do  sum- 
mary justice  than  this  House.  The  laws  under 
which  those  transactions  took  place  would  ex- 
pire during  this  session,  and  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  this  Congress  to  make  the  requisite  ex- , 
aminations  so  as  to  do  justice  to  the  laws  of  the 
country  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  rights  of  the 
petitioners  on  the  other.  The  committee  sup- 
posed the  President  was  competent  to  give  ad- 
equate relief,  and  that  our  Executive  possessed 
the  same  relation  to  the  Governor  of  Florida  as 
the  King  of  Spain  had  to  the  Captain  General 
of  Cuba.  He  had  no  objection  to  examine  into 
the  conduct  of  any  military  character  where 
the  duty  of  the  military  committee  (of  which  he 
was  a  member)  called  them;  but  the  great  ob- 
jection was,  that  neither  the  committee  nor  the 
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House  had  powers  and  facilities  adequate  to  the 
giving  of  that  prompt  relief  which  the  nature  of 
the  case  seemed  to  require. 

Mr.  Lowndes  would  not  have  risen  again,  if 
the  question  had  not  assumed  a  new  aspect 
since  he  made  his  motion  to  lay  the  report  on 
the  tahle.  The  petitioners,  Mr.  L.  said,  were 
now  in  jail,  and  if  it  was  the  wish  of  the  House 
to  give  them  relief,  would  it  not  he  better  to 
adopt  that  course  which  would  aflford  it  most 
promptly?  As  relief  could  be  most  speedily  of- 
fered by  the  Executive,  would  it  not  be  better, 
Mr.  L.  asked,  to  leave  the  subject  to  him?  In 
adopting  this  course  the  House  would  not  aban- 
don its  inquisitorial  character,  but  best  fulfil  it 
by  affording  the  most  expeditious  redress  which 
the  case  admitted.  If,  however,  the  House  dis- 
approved this  course,  let  it  at  once  put  a  period 
to  a  debate  which  appeared  interminable,  pro- 
vide a  government  for  the  Territory  of  Florida, 
and  put  an  end  to  this  thirty  days'  tyranny,  as 
it  was  called.  Mr.  L.  expressed  his  disappro- 
bation of  the  practice  of  going  into  debate  on 
every  trivial  occasion — on  every  resolution  or 
motion  proposing  no  matter  what,  and  dragging 
into  view  the  conduct  of  oflEcers,  military  and 
civil,  when  the  investigation  was  not  intended 
to  be  followed  by  any  act  or  proceeding.  These 
discussions  were  injurious,  and,  he  thought,  im- 
proper, where  they  were  not  meant  to  result  in 
some  act  or  some  definite  effect.  Where  this 
was  not  the  intention,  and  where  no  new  fact 
could  be  expected,  what  advantage  could  result 
from  occupying  time  which  was  intended  for 
practical  and  useful  legislation  ? 

Mr.  Stbwaet  was  in  favor  of  discharging  not 
only  the  committee,  but  the  House,  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject.  He  thought 
the  only  question  was,  or  should  be,  whether  or 
not  the  subject-matter  should  not  be  recommit- 
ted to  the  Military  Committee,  to  report  the 
facts,  in  order  that  it  might  be  seen  whether  it 
was  a  matter  for  the  legislation  of  this  House, 
or  for  the  exercise  of  Executive  authority.  In 
this  view,  it  was  merely  a  question  of  fake  im- 
prisonment, and  it  seemed  to  be  a  matter  to  de- 
cide whether  this  House  will  resolve  itself  into 
a  court  to  determine  questions  of  that  sort. 
And  if  they  do  determine  to  try  such  questions 
for  the  benefit  of  Spaniards,  is  it  not  equally 
proper,  he  asked,  that  we  should  decide  similar 
cases  among  our  own  citizens  ?  And  if  we  are 
to  decide  cases  of  false  imprisonment,  is  it  not 
equally  proper  that  we  should  undertake  to  try 
questions  of  assault  and  battery?  He  really 
thought  it  was  a  transposition  of  authority  be- 
tween the  judicial  and  legislative  departments, 
which  was  guarded  against  by  the  constitution. 
It  led,  in  his  opinion,  to  a  protracted  and  un- 
profitable discussion,  in  which  all  that  had 
been  said  of  Jackson  and  Oallava,  et  id  genus 
omne,  would  be  brought  into  view,  and  all  those 
angry  passions  which  those  matters  seemed  so 
fertile  in  producing  would  break  out  anew.  He 
thought  every  principle  therefore  of  justice  and 
of  policy  required  that  it  should  be  referred  to 
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the  Executive  department.  It  might  also  inter- 
fere with  pending  negotiations  between  this 
Government  and  Spain. 

Mr.  MoDuFFiE  thought  the  sound  sense  of 
the  House  would  indicate  the  propriety  of  pur- 
suing the  course  recommended  by  the  Military 
Committee;  and  he  feared  that  if  the  House 
were  to  act  otherwise  upon  this  subject,  it  must 
act  upon  it  unwisely  and  injudiciously.  What 
was  the  inquiry  he  asked  ?  Not  whether  our 
officers  had  acted  incorrectly,  but  whether  the 
subjects  of  a  foreign  power  have  received  from 
our  officers  an  injury.  And  to  whom  is  such 
application  for  redress  to  he  preferred  ?  To  the 
Executive.  It  was  not  to  be  disguised  that  there 
were  difficult  questions  pending  between  this 
country  and  Spain  and  that  there  was  a  dispo- 
sition on  the  part  of  the  agents  of  Spain  to  throw 
firebrands  into  the  public  councils,  to  distract 
the  operations  of  this  Government.  They  had 
already  attempted  to  excite  disaffection  and 
disturbance  in  that  quarter.  He  would  admit 
there  ought  to  be  harmony  in  the  Cabinet,  and 
no  man  would  go  farther  than  he  would  to  dis- 
countenance a  spirit  of  division  and  distmst. 
But  he  was  not  disposed  to  change  the  ordina- 
ry channels  in  which  bnsiaess  should  proceed  on 
the  ground  that  the  nation  had  not  confidence 
in  the  Executive.  He  asked  if  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  in  speaking  of 
the  loss  of  confidence  in  the  Executive,  did  not 
mistake  his  own  for  the  pulse  of  the  House,  and 
of  the  nation  ?  What  Administration,  he  would 
ask,  had  ever  been  fortunate  enough  to  entitle 
itself  to  that  gentleman's  confidence  ?  Or  was 
it  proper  for  the  House  to  pay  very  great  defer- 
ence to  the  censures  of  a  gentleman  who  had 
opposed  every  Administration  ?  When  it  is  so 
difficult,  continued  Mr.  D.,  to  preserve  harmony 
among  ourselves,  it  is  at  least  desirable  to  ex- 
clude the  effects  of  foreign  disorganization  and 
foreign  influence.  And  what  is  there  before 
the  House  as  evidence  on  which  to  act,  but  ex 
parte  statements  of  these  petitioners ;  and  this, 
too,  to  the  exclusion  of  that  testimony  which 
the  hold  this  Government  has  upon  the  doty 
and  the  honor  of  its  own  officers  and  agents 
presents  to  oppose  it?  And  whose  fault  wag  it, 
he  would  further  inquire,  that  the  government 
of  Florida  was  proconaula/r  amd  tyrannical  f 
Whose  tut  our  own  f  The  government  of  Flor- 
ida was  an  anomaly — a  territory  of  this  Govern- 
ment yet,  inhabited  by  Spaniards.  But  could 
a  free  government  be  adapted  to  the  condition 
of  slaves !  A  free  government  is  only  auxiliary 
to  human  happiness  when  it  holds  its  jurisdic- 
tion over  a  free  people.  Mr.  MoDtjitie  extend- 
ed his  observations  to  considerable  length  upon 
the  necessity  that  existed  of  erecting  a  form  of 
government  adapted  to  the  genius  and  habits  of 
the  people.  The  Spaniards  there  could  have  no 
just  ideas  of  civil  liberty,  of  trial  by  jury,  &c., 
and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  agent  to  examine 
his  trust  in  the  spirit  of  that  government  with 
which  he  was  intrusted.  If  any  Uatne  rested 
anywhere,  therefore,  it  m/ust  be  on  those  hy  whom 
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the  government  was  organized.  But,  in  review- 
ing the  various  circumstances,  he  thought  we 
ought  not  to  countenance  a  course  calculated 
to  produce  distrust  in  our  own  Executive,  and 
to  lead  the  Spanish  Government  to  believe  that 
we  would  not  sustain  our  own  Administration. 

Mr.  Reid  (as  well  as  he  could  be  heard)  spoke 
to  show  there  was  an  impropriety  in  referring 
this  petition  to  the  Military  Committee,  but  that 
its  proper  course  would  have  been  to  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee,  as  well  from  respect  for  the 
officers  implicated,  as  to  show  to  them  that  if 
their  conduct  had  been  improper,  it  would  re- 
ceive no  countenance  in  this  House.  He  kaew 
nothing  of  the  circumstances  but  from  hearing 
the  paper  read ;  but  he  felt  much  interest  in  the 
transaction,  and  he  would  not  disguise,  that  in 
this  he  had  a  feeling  growing  out  of  an  intima- 
cy with  one  of  the  parties  concerned  in  this  in- 
quiry, of  date  as  early  as  boyhood.  He  advo- 
cated a  reference  of  the  petition  to  the  commit- 
tee; and  let  the  censui-e  fall  where  it  was  mer- 
ited. He  was  far  from  expressing  any  disti'ust 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  on  this  oc- 
casion, or  in  his  proceedings  in  relation  to  Flor- 
ida, but  there  was  certainly  no  propriety  in  re- 
ferring this  matter  to  him.  Where  was  the 
clause  of  the  constitution  which  referred  such 
a  case  to  the  Executive,  and  excluded  this  House 
from  inquiring  into  it  ?  If  both  are  coequal,  on 
what  pretence  will  the  House  answer  these 
Spanish  gentlemen  that  we  cannot  afford  them 
redress  ?  Was  it  because  it  would  produce  dis- 
cussion ?  Whatever  investigation  of  the  sub- 
ject or  discussion  might  take  place  here,  it 
would  not  deprive  the  Executive  of  the  power 
to  act,  and  aifbrd  ultimate  redress.  How  were 
these  people  attempting  to  throw  firebrands  in 
the  public  councils  3  Had  they  not  been  ex- 
pelled from  their  firesides,  from  their  homes,  and 
finally  thrown  into  prison  ?  Was  this  a  case  of 
wanton  or  causeless  appeal  to  the  House  ?  Mr. 
E.  defended  the  act  of  last  session,  which,  though 
passed  in  haste,  was  not  intended  to  give  the 
tyrannical  powers  imputed  to  it — ^not  to  confer 
the  powers  of  a  Spanish  Captain  General  of  Cu- 
ba ;  and  the  first  idea  he  had  of  such  a  thing  was 
when  he  heard  the  exercise  of  those  powers ;  and 
heai'd  of  them,  he  said,  with  amazement.  The 
people  who  had  just  emerged  from  a  govern- 
ment of  tyranny,  were,  by  this  construction  of 
the  act,  thrown  back  into  it.  This  was  an  effect 
never  intended  by  Congress. 

Mr.  Kandolph  made  some  remarks  in  ex- 
planation of  his  reasons  for  calling  Mr.  MoDur- 
FiB  to  order,  (which  he  had  done  from  a  mis- 
apprehension of  that  gentleman's  meaning,)  and 
his  satisfaction  with  tie  explanation  given.  He 
had  not  the  least  disposition  to  carp  at  words 
used  in  the  heat  of  debate,  but  the  words  used 
justified  his  construction  of  them.  He  ridiculed 
the  idea  of  these  poor  Spaniards,  kept  under 
lock  and  key  in  Pensacola,  throwing  the  brand 
of  discord  in  the  Cabinet — ^it  needed  no  Guy 
Fanx  to  execute  such  a  gunpowder  plot  as  that. 
In  reply  to  the  remark  of  the  gentleman  from 


South  Carolina,  (Mr.  MoDttefie,)  that  he  had 
not  supported  any  Administration,  he  would 
merely  say — though  not  to  know  that  gentle- 
man might  argue  himself  imknown — yet  he 
could  say  that,  for  more  years  than  he  had 
heard  that  gentleman's  name,  he  was  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  this 
House,  and  gave  his  best  support  to  the  then 
Administration.  In  reference  to  the  proceed- 
ings on  the  Flm-ida  bill  of  last  session,  he,  act- 
ing at  the  head  o%the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations  in  consequence  of  the  indisposition  of 
the  Chairman,  waited  on  the  President,  and 
asked  to  know  the  views  of  the  Executive — the 
bill  corresponded  with  those  views.*    He  had 

*  This  statement  of  Mr.  Eandolph  carries  the  origin  of 
tlie  bill  up  to  the  President  and  his  Cabinet,  as  all  who  are 
conversant  with  legislation  under  such  circumstances— car- 
rying treaties  into  effect  by  law — ^know  is  always  the  case. 
Such  bills  are  drawn  in  the  Department  of  State,  after  Cabi- 
net consultation,  and  then  reported  to  the  House,  or  Senate, 
by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Belations. 
The  following  is  the  whole  of  the  bill  that  relates  to  the 
government  of  the  Territory : 

-'  Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That,  until  the  end 
of  the  first  session  of  the  next  Congress,  unless  provision  for 
the  temporary  government  of  said  Territories  be  sooner 
made  by  Congress,  all  the  military,  civil,  and  judicial  powers 
exercised  by  the  officers  of  the  existing  government  of  the 
same  Territories,  shall  be  vested  in  such  person  and  persons, 
and  shall  be  exercised  in  such  manner  as  the  President  oi 
the  United  States  shall  direct,  for  the  maintaining  the  in- 
habitants of  said  Territories  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their 
liberty,  property,  and  religion ;  and  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  relating  to  the  revenue  and  its  collection,  subject  to 
the  modification  stipulated  by  the  fifteenth  article  of  the 
said  treaty,  in  iavor  of  Spanish  vessels  and  their  cargoes,  and 
JJie  laws  relating  to  the  importation  of  persons  of  color,  shall 
be  extended  to  the  said  Territories." 

A  brief  enactment,  but  very  comprehen^ve,  and  under 
which  General  Jackson,  first  American  Governor  of  the 
Floridas,  was  commissioned  with  "  alt  the  powers  and  o/a- 
thoriiies  heretofore  exercised  by  ike  Governor  an^  Cap- 
tarn  General  and  Intendaiit  of  Cuba,  and  by  the  Gov- 
ernors of  East  and,  West  Florida,  within  the  said  Prov- 
inces, respectively"  And  upon  this  ample  power,  two 
limitations  alone  were  placed  by  the  commission— ^/Xrs^,  that 
no  new  tax  should  be  imposed  by  the  Governor ;  secon/Uy, 
that  no  grant  for  laud  should  be  made,  or  confirmed.  And 
with  this  commission  corresponded  the  heading  to  the 
proclamation,  drawn  at  the  Department  of  State,  and  fur- 
nished to  the  General,  and  to  be  promulgated  on  taking  pos- 
session of  the  Territories.  Thus ;  "  .Sy  Major  General  An- 
drew Jackson,  Governor  of  the  Provinces  of  the  Floridas, 
exercising  tlie  powers  of  th^e  Captain  General  and  of  the 
Intenda/ni  of  tlie  Island  of  Cuba  over  the  said  provinrces, 
and  of  the  Governors  of  said  provinces,  respeeUv^."" 
And,  according  to  this  heading  furnished  ^y  the  Govern- 
ment, all  the  public  acts  promulgated  by  General  Jackson — 
ordinances,  decrees,  judgments,  proclamations,  &c.,  were 
headed  with  the  same  words ;  so  that  he  constantly  ap- 
peared, in  his  official  character,  as  Captain  General  and  In- 
tendant  of  Cuba,  and  as  the  Spanish  Governor  of  the  two 
Floridas :  a  character  quite  inconsistent  with  the  idea  of  any 
existence  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  within  the 
territorial  limits  of  his  dominion.  He  constantly  repulsed 
the  idea  of  the  presence  of  the  constitution  in  the  Territory 
committed  to  his  charge ;  and  in  that  repulsion  he  was  sus- 
tained by  the  Federal  Execotive  Government  at  Washing- 
ton, and  by  each  House  of  Congress,  each  of  these  authori- 
ties refusing  to  entertain,  as  breaches  of  the  constitutiou,  the 
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never  supported  the  bill  of  the  last  session.  He 
was,  therefore,  exempt  from  any  blame,  per- 
sonally, for  the  passage  of  it.  Mr.  R.  went  on 
at  considerable  length  in  reply  to  Mr.  MoDtn?- 
PiB,  to  vindicate  his  course  on  this  and  on  vari- 
ous other  subjects  connected  with  the  part  he 
took  in  the  public  councils  in  years  past.  Mr. 
E.  contended  that  it  was  perfectly  competent 
for  the  House  to  order  the  discharge  of  the  pe- 
titioners, as  it  had  in  the  case  of  American  citi- 
zens so  held  in  imprisonment  by  the  public  offi- 
cers, and  between  these  persons  and  American 
citizens  there  should  he  no  difference. 

Mr.  MoDtTFFiB  replied  at  some  length  to  Mi-. 
Randolph  on  those  points  of  his  remarks  not 
particularly  applicable  to  the  question  under 
consideration ;  and  concluded  with  an  argument 
to  show  that  the  Executive  branch  of  the 
Government  was  the  proper  department  to  ap- 
ply the  petition  for  redress  in  the  present  case, 
which  had  been  improperly  addressed  to  this 
House. 

Mr.  Haedin  understood  the  import  of  the 
memorial  to  be,  that  the  petitioners  had  been 
long  citizens  of  Pensacola,  and  officers  under 
the  Government  of  Spain ;  that  they  departed 
from  the  territory  pursuant  to  treaty,  and  re- 
turned as  private  individuals,  for  the  purpose 
of  revisiting  the  land  of  their  nativity,  and  to 
enjoy  their  property.  He  denied  the  arbitrary 
powers  which  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  MoDuffib)  contended  the  Territorial 
Government  possessed ;  and  was  proceeding  in 
his  remarks,  when  he  (it  being  after  4  o'clock) 
gave  way  for  a  motion  to  adjourn,  which  was 
agreed  to — ayes  81 ;  and,  thereupon,  the  House 
adjourned. 


Monday,  February  25. 
Trcmsactioni  at  Pensacola. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  unfinished  business  of  Saturday,  and 
the  question  recurring  to  agree  to  a  motion  to 
discharge  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
from  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  the 
two  Spaniards,  imprisoned  in  Pensacola  by  the 
orders  of  the  acting  Governor — 

Mr.  EusTis,  the  Chairman  of  the  Military 
Committee,  stated  that  he  was  informed,  from 
good  authority,  that  the  papers  relative  to  the 
confinement  of  these  men  had  been  forwarded 
from  Pensacola  to  General  Jackson;  that  he 
had  transmitted  them  to  the  President;  that 
they  were  received  in  this  city  on  Thursday 
last ;  that  an  order  was  issued  for  the  release 
of  the  men  on  Saturday,  and  was  actually 
despatched  for  Pensacola. 

_  No  question  was  taken  on  the  subject  pre- 
vious to  the  adjournment,  which  took  place  be- 
fore four  o'clock,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ean- 


compMnts  forwarded  against  him  by  those  wlio  had  been 
miUtarily  deait  with  under  his  government.  For  all  which, 
see  the  debates  in  Congress,  and  the  answers  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  the  complaining  parties. 


DOLPH,  which  motion,  preceded  by  a  pertinent 
speech,  was  founded  on  report,  which  had 
reached  the  Capitol,  of  the  demise  of  Mr.  Pink- 
key,  Senator  from  Maryland,  which  report 
afterwards  turned  out  to  be  premature. 
Mr.  Randolph's  remarks  were  as  follows : 
Mr.  R.  rose,  he  said,  to  announce  to  the 
House  a  fact,  which,  he  hoped,  would  put  an 
end,  at  least  for  this  day,  to  all  further  jar  or 
collision,  here  or  elsewhere,  among  the  mem- 
bers of  this  body.  Yes,  for  this  one  day,  at 
least,  said  he,  let  us  say,  as  our  first  mother  said 
to  our  first  father — 

"  While  yet  we  live,  scarce  one  short  honr  perhaps, 
Between  us  two  let  there  be  peace." 

I  rise  to  announce  to  the  House,  the  not  un- 
looked-for death  of  a  man  who  filled  the  first 
place  in  the  public  estimation,  in  the  first  pro- 
fession in  that  estimation,  in  this  or  in  any  other 
country.  We  have  been  talking  of  General 
Jackson,  and  a  greater  than  him  is,  not  here, 
but  gone  for  ever !  I  allude,  sir,  to  the  boast 
of  Maryland,  and  the  pride  of  the  United  States 
— the  pride  of  all  of  us — but  particularly  the 
pride  and  ornament  of  the  profession  of  which 
you,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  a  member,  and  an  emi- 
nent one.  He  was  a  man  with  whom  I  lived, 
when  a  member  of  this  House,  and  a  new  one 
too — and  ever  since  he  left  it  for  the  other — I 
speak  it  with  pride — in  habits,  not  merely  neg- 
atively friendly,  but  of  kindness  and  cordiality. 
The  last  time  that  I  saw  him  was  on  Saturday 
— ^the  last  Saturday  but  one — ^in  the  pride  of 
life,  and  fuU  possession  and  vigor  of  all  his  fac- 
ulties, in  that  lobby.  He  is  now  gone  to  his 
account,  (for  as  the  tree  falls,  so  it  must  lie,) 
where  we  must  all  go — where  I  must  very  soon 
go,  and  by  the  same  road  too,  the  course  of  na- 
ture ;  and  where  all  of  us,  put  off  the  evil  day 
as  long  as  we  may,  must  also  soon  go.  For 
what  is  the  past  but  as  a  span,  and  which  of  us 
can  look  forward  to  as  many  years  as  we  have 
lived  ?  The  last  act  of  intercourse  between  us 
was  an  act,  the  recollection  of  which  I  would 
not  be  without,  for  all  the  oflaoes  that  all  the 
men  of  the  United  States  have  fiUed,  or  ever 
shall  fiU.  He  had,  indeed,  his  faults— foibles,  I 
should  rather  say;  and,  sir,  who  is  without 
them !  Let  such,  and  such  only,  cast  the  first 
stone.  And  these  foibles,  faults  if  you  will, 
which  everybody  could  see,  because  everybody 
IS  clear-sighted  in  regard  to  the  faults  and 
foibles  of  others;  he,  I  have  no  doubt,  would 
have  been  the  first  to  acknowledge,  on  a  proper 
representation  of  them.  Every  thing  now  is 
hidden  to  us— not,  God  forbid !  that  utter  dark- 
ness rests  upon  the  grave,  which,  hideous  as  it 
IS,  is  lighted,  cheered,  and  warmed  by  fire  from 
Heaven— not  the  impious  fire  fabled  to  be  stolen 
from  Heaven  by  the  heathen,  but  by  the  spirit 
of  the  living  God,  whom  we  all  profess  to  wor- 
ship, and  whom  I  hope  we  shall  spend  the  re- 
mainder of  this  day  in  worshipping,  not  with 
mouth-honor,  but  in  our  hearts ;  in  spirit  and 
in  truth— that  it  may  not  be  said  of  us,  also, 
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"  This  people  di-aweth  nigh  unto  me  with  their 
mouth,  and  honoreth  me  with  their  lips,  but 
their  heart  is  far  from  me."  Yes,  it  is  just  so. 
He  is  gone.  I  will  not  say  that  our  loss  is  irre- 
parable ;  because  such  a  man  as  Ttas  existed 
may  exist  again.  There  has  been  a  Homer; 
there  has  been  a  Shakspeare ;  there  has  been 
a  Milton;  there  has  been  a  Newton.  There 
may  then  be  another  Pinkney,  but  there  is  now 
none.  And  it  was  to  announce  this  event  I 
have  risen.  I  am,  said  Mr.  E.,  almost  inclined 
to  believe  in  presentiments.  I  have  been  all 
along  as  well  assured  of  the  fatal  termination  of 
that  disease  with  which  he  was  affected,  as  I 
am  now.  And  I  have  dragged  my  weary  limbs 
bef^e  sunrise  to  the  door  of  his  sick  chamber, 
(for  I  would  not  intrude  upon  the  sacred  sor- 
rows of  his  family,)  almost  every  morning  since 
his  illness.  From  the  first  I  had  almost  no 
hope.  I  move  you,  sir,  that  this  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

When  Mr.  R.  concluded,  the  question  was 
taken  on  adjournment,  and  carried,  nem.  con. 


Tuesday,  February  26. 

'  After  the  Journal  of  yesterday  had  been  read, 

in  a  part  of  which  the  fact  of  Mr.  Eandolph's 

having  yesterday  announced  the  death  of  Mr. 

Pinkney  was  stated — 

Mr.  Eandolph  rose  and  observed,  that  he 
prayed  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  and  of  the 
delegation  from  Maryland,  and  particularly  of 
the  young  member  behind  him,  (Mr.  Nelson, 
of  Maryland,)  whom,  as  well  as  his  late  father, 
his  feUow-laborer  in  that  House,  he  was  happy 
to  call  his  friend,  for  having  announced  a  fact 
which  took  place  yesterday,  though  not  true  at 
the  time  the  annunciation  was  made.  [He  al- 
luded to  the  death  of  Mr.  Pinkney,  of  Mary- 
land.] And  it  was  due  to  his  own  character  to 
state  with  precision  the  canal  through  which 
he  obtained  the  information.  On  the  seats  re- 
served for  them,  I  saw,  said  Mr.  E.,  one  of  the 
Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  who  told  me  that  the  fact  was  so.  I 
asked  him  if  he  was  sure  of  it.  He  replied  that 
he  was — ^for  he  had  just  seen  another  gentleman 
— a  most  worthy  member  of  the  bar  of  Balti- 
more, equally  entitled  to  credit,  and  none  could 
be  more  so — who  told!  him  that  he  had  seen 
the  corpse.  From  thence  I  returned  to  my 
seat.  At  that  moment  a  gentleman  from  Ohio 
(Mr.  Eoss)  was  addressing  the  Ohair.  The  in- 
tervening time  did  not,  as  well  as  I  could  judge, 
exceed  two  minutes;  and  time,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, would  hardly  appear  shorter  than 
the  reality.  I  was  myself,  said  Mr.  E.,  under 
an  impulse  which  I  was  as  utterly  unable  to 
control,  as  I  now  am  to  control  the  throbbing 
arteries  of  my  frame.  It  was  under  that  im- 
pulse I  announced  it  as  a  fact  to  the  House — 
for  I  could  not  bear  that  we  should  be  occupied 
with  that  sort  of  discussion  which  was  then 
pending,  or  with  any,  at  a  time  when  a  loss 
had  occurred  to  this  nation,  and  a  void  created 


which  never  can  be  filled — ^the  loss  of  a  man 
whose  legal  reputation  transcended  that  of  any 
other  man  in  this  country — the  President  of 
that  Court — of  which  both  were  most  illustri- 
ous ornaments — only  excepted;  for,  of  all 
others,  it  might  be  said  that,  in  point  of  profes- 
sional renown,  at  least,  they  were  proximi  longo 
intervallo. 

Mr.  E.  concluded,  by  expressing  the  hope 
that  the  apology  he  had  made  would  be  ac- 
cepted by  those  to  whom  it  was  addressed.  He 
owed  it  to  his  vary  respectable  informant  to 
state,  that  the  whole  grew  out  of  that  gentle- 
man's mistaking  the  statement  of  the  gendeman 
from  whom  he  had  drawn  his  information, 
which  was,  that  he  had  seen  a  person  who  said 
Tie  had  seen  the  last  sad  remains  of  Mr.  Pinkney, 
and  not  that  he  had  seen  them  himself. 

By  imanimous  consent,  the  entry  above  re- 
ferred to  in  the  Journal  was  then  expunged. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
order  of  business  of  tbe  day  was  dispensed  with, 
and  a  recess  at  the  pleasure  of  the  House  was 
directed. 

Soon  afterwards  a  message  was  received  from 
the  Senate,  announcing  the  death  of  the  Hon. 
"William  Pinkney,  a  Senator  of  the  United 
States  from  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  that  his 
funeral  would  be  attended  on  to-morrow  from 
the  Senate  Chamber,  at  11  o'clock  in  the  fore- 
noon. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  then  rose,  and  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution,  which  was 
unanimously  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  this  House  wiU  attend  the  faneral 
of  the  Hon.  William  Pinkney,  late  a  member  of  the 
Senate  from  the  State  of  Maryland,  to-morrow  at  11 
o'clock ;  and,  as  a  testimony  of  respect  for  the 
memory  of  the  deceased,  will  go  into  mourning,  and 
wear  crape  for  thirty  days. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  over  to  Thurs- 


TmmsDAY,  February  28. 

Treaties  with  the  Cherokee  and  Oreeh  Indiana, 

to  extinguish  their  Title  to  Lands  in  Georgia. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Peesidbni  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Mouse  of  Bepresentatives  of  {he  United  States: 

Under  the  appropriation  made  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  11th  of  April,  1820,  for  holding  treaties 
with  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  nations  of  Indians,  for 
the  extinguishment  of  Indian  title  to  lands  within  the 
State  of  Georgia,  pursuant  to  the  4th  condition  of  the 
first  article  of  the  Articles  of  Agreement  and  Cession 
between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia, 
on  the  24th  of  April,  1802,  a,  treaty  was  held  with 
the  Creek  nation,  the  expense  of  which,  upon  the  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts  of  the  commissioners  who 
were  appointed  to  conduct  the  negotiation,  was  ascer- 
tained to  amount  to  the  sum  of  |24,695,  leaving  an 
unexpended  balance  of  the  appropriation,  of  $5,305, 
a  sum  too  small  to  negotiate  a  treaty,  also,  witli  the 
Cherokees,  as  was  contemplated  by  the  act  making 
the  appropriation.     The  Legislature  of  Georgia  being 
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still  desirous  that  a  treaty  should  be  held  for  further 
extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  lands  within 
that  State,  to  obtain  an  indemnity  to  the  citizens  of 
that  State  for  property  of  considerable  value  wBich 
had  been  taken  from  them  by  the  Cherokee  Indians, 
I  submit  the  subject  to  the  consideration  of  Congress, 
that  a  further  sum,  which,  in  addition  to  the  balance 
of  the  former  appropriation,  will  be  adequate  to  the 
expenie  attending  a  treaty  with  them,  may  be  appro- 
priated, should  Congress  deem  it  prudent.* 

JAMES  MONEOE. 
Washington,  February  25,  1822. 

The  Message  was  read  and  committed  to  the 
Oommittee  of  the  whole  House,  to  which  is 
committed  the  joint  resolution  making  an  ap- 
propriation for  carrying  into  effect  the  Articles 
of  Agreement  and  Cession  between  the  United 
States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  entered  into 
on  the  24th  of  April,  1802,  and  for  other  pur- 


Tramaetums  in  'Florida. 

Mr.  'WinTMAir,  of  Maine,  rose  to  address  the 
House.  He  thought  the  period  had  arrived  in 
which  it  had  become  proper  to  take  into  the 
serious  consideration  of  this  House  that  part  of 
the  President's  Message  which  related  to  the 
transactions  in  Florida.  In  the  course  he  had 
thought  it  his  duty  to  pursue  in  relation  to  the 
subject,  he  was  actuated  by  no  personal  hos- 
tility to  either  of  the  individuals  to  whose  con- 
duct the  inquiry  principally  related.  The  fur- 
ther prosecution  of  this  investigation  was  an  irk- 
some task,  but  he  believed  it  a  duty  to  perform 
it.  That  part  of  the  documents  which  seemed 
to  be  referable  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Eelations,  contained,  in  his  opinion,  facts  which 
ought  to  arrest  the  attention  of  the  people  of 
this  country.  Would  it  be  said  that  this  subject 
was  an  affair  which  belonged  to  the  Executive 
only,  because  those  officers  were  appointed  by 
the  Executive?  If,  indeed,  said  Mr.  W.,  the 
Executive  only  were  affected  by  these  transac- 
tions, the  argument  might  be  a  good  one.  But 
the  character  of  the  nation  was  also  involved, 
and  it  could  not  be  the  duty  of  the  Eepresenta- 
tives  of  the  people  to  sit  BtUl,  when  it  was  evi- 
dent that  the  Executive  had  no  disposition  to 
interfere. 

Mr.  WmTMAU  thereupon  handed  to  the  Chair 
the  following  resolutions : 


*  TMs  Message  from  Mr.  Monroe  deserves  to  be  noted  for 
its  strict  conformity  to  the  constitution,  in  obtaining  tlie 
sanction  of  Congress,  througli  an  appropriation,  beforo  he 
would  make  a  treaty  inTolving  an  expenditure  to  carry  it 
into  effect.  These  were  only  Indian  treaties,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  Indian  lands  within  a  State ;  yet  he  would  not  hold 
the  treaty  until  the  object  was  sanctioned  by  the  Legislative 
power.  How  different  from  these  later  times,  when  treaties 
are  made,  or  proposed,  with  foreign  powers,  to  purchase 
foreign  territory  at  a  cost  of  10,  20,  60, 100,  and  250  millions 
of  dollars ;  and  all  kept  a  secret  IVom  Congress  and  the  peo- 
ple ;  and  if  any  treaty  is  made,  even  then  not  leaving  Con- 
gress and  the  Senate  to  free  action  upon  it,  but  making  it  an 
administration  measure,  to  be  carried  into  effect  by  all  the 
means  of  acting  on  the  will  of  members  known  to  the  power 
and  patronage  of  the  President. 


Resolved,  That  such  parts  of  the  documents  accom- 
panying the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  28th  January  last,  as  comprise  the 
correspondence  between  Andrew  Jackson,  late  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Floridas,  his  deputies  and  substitutes, 
and  the  officers  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  there  resi- 
dent, and  the  issuing  by  the  said  Jackson  of  his 
proclamation  of  the  29th  September,  1821,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Eelations. 

Resolved,  That  such  parts  of  the  documents  ac- 
companying the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  28th  of  January  last,  as  relates 
to  the  exercise  of  judicial  functions  on  the  part  of 
Andrew  Jackson,  late  Governor  of  the  Floridas,  and 
the  controversy  relative  thereto,  between  him  and 
Elegius  Fromentin,  Judge  of  the  Court  therein,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Resolved,  That  such  parts  of  the  documents  ac- 
companying the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  28th  of  Januaiy  last,  as  relate 
to  the  employment  of  the  military  force  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  execution  of  the  orders  and  decrees  of 
Andrew  Jackson,  late  Governor  of  the  Floridas,  while 
claiming  to  act  in  a  judicial  capacity  there,  and  to 
enforce  his  proclamation  of  the  29th  September,  1821, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  resolutions  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Whitman  then  resumed  his  remarks  on 
the  subject,  and  expressed  his  opinion  that  the 
Governor  of  Florida  did  not  possess  those  judi- 
cial powers  of  which  he  claimed  the  exercise. 
He  referred  to  the  act  under  which  that  officer 
was  appointed,  and  contended  that  it  was  not  a 
fair  construction  of  that  law  to  consider  it  as 
conferring  upon  the  Governor  the  powers  which 
the  Spanish  Government  had  conferred  upon 
the  Captain  General  of  Cuba.  The  law  was 
made  with  reference  to  the  existing  habits  and 
laws  of  this  country,  and  it  was  never  a  part  of 
the  policy  of  this  Government,  or  of  the  people, 
to  combine  judicial,  executive,  and  military 
powers  in  the  same  person — and  he  contended 
that  the  moment  the  cession  was  consummated, 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  took  place  of  the 
Spanish  laws  in  the  Territory  of  Florida.  He 
also  maintained  that,  so  far  as  the  laws  of 
Florida  were  adopted,  they  were  cumulative 
only,  and  did  not  exclude  the  fundamental  laws 
of  this  Government,  and  these  laws  it  was  the 
especial  and  exclusive  right  of  the  judge  who 
was  appointed  over  that  Territory  to  interpret 
and  enforce.  He  therefore  thought  there  was 
a  peculiar  propriety  in  referring  this  pai-t  of  the 
subject  to  the  committee-  to  which  he  proposed 
to  refer  it. 

In  respect  to  the  third  part  of  the  resolution, 
he  also  expressed  his  views  at  length  in  enforc- 
ing a  reference  of  it  to  the  Military  Committee ; 
and  concluded  by  observing  that  he  should  have 
ceased  his  remarks  long  ago  had  he  not  been 
interrupted ;  yet  he  could  not  forbear  to  express 
his  hope  that  the  House  would  not  sit  still  and 
sanction,  by  silent  acquiescence,  a  combination 
of  executive,  judicial,  and  military  powers  in  a 
single  individual,  which  was  a  precedent  too 
important  to  be  suffered  to  gather  strength  by 
the  silenoe  of  the  House. 
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Mr.  "Weight,  of  Maryland,  expressed  his  re- 
gret that  a  subject  which  had  already  excited 
considerahle  discussion,  should  now  he  brought 
forward  in  another  shape.  He  believed  it  was 
unwise  to  suffer  it  to  distract  the  attention  of 
the  House,  at  a  time  when  other  subjects  of 
greater  importance  were  pressing  upon  the  at- 
tention of  this  body.  He  contended  that  the 
course  pursued  by  the  Grovernor  of  Florida  was 
evidently  correct,  and  that  the  documents  be- 
fore the  House  fully  proved  it.  He  had  read 
them  with  admiration,  and  they  renewed  his 
confidence  in  the  distinguished  person  who  was 
sent  to  execute  the  laws  in  Florida.  The  peo- 
ple of  that  place  did  not  even  possess  Territo- 
rial laws.  It  was  not  possible,  at  that  time,  to 
mate  such  a  code  of  laws,  and  General  Jackson 
was  sent,  clothed  with  authority  to  carry  such 
as  were  adopted  into  execution.  And  what  has 
he  done  ?  He  has  done  what  the  law  directed, 
and  he  has  done  no  more — and  such  is  the 
opinion  of  the  Executive.  If  anybody  is  in 
fault,  it  is  the  Executive.  Why  not  move,  then, 
that  he  be  impeached  ?  Take  the  bull  by  the 
horns  instead  of  directing  these  measures  against 
an  officer  whose  conduct  is  approved  by  the 
Executive  of  the  nation.  Mr.  W.  adverted  to 
the  equivocal  and  shuffling  evasions  that  were 
resorted  to  by  the  Spaniards  to  procrastinate  or 
defeat  the  cession.  Energetic  measures  were 
essentially  necessary  to  accomplish  the  objects 
of  our  Government;  and,  as  General  Jackson 
was  charged  with  that  duty,  he  was  under  an 
imperious  obligation  to  secure  the  rights  of  this 
Government.  In  the  performance  of  the  task 
required  of  him,  Mr.  W.  contended.  General 
Jackson  had  acted  strictly  within  his  duty. 
The  Spaniards  had  evaded,  by  every  possible 
artifice,  the  fulfilment  of  the  treaty  of  cession. 
One  stipulation  of  that  treaty  was,  that  those 
Spaniards  who  were  there  should  depart  firom 
the  Territory.  It  was  contended,  however, 
that,  although  they  pame  back  again,  yet,  by 
once  departing,  they  had  complied  with  the 
treaty.  But  was  this  a  fulfilment  of  the  spirit 
of  that  instrument  ? 

Mr.  GiLMBE  rose  to  give  the  reasons  why  he 
thought  the  documents  relating  to  the  transac- 
tions in  Florida,  ought  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  is  re- 
ferred the  bill  for  establishing  a  government  for 
the  Territory  of  Florida.  He  quoted  the  law 
of  the  last  session  to  show  that,  by  it,  certain 
rights  were  reserved  to  the  people  of  Florida, 
&c.  He  also  quoted  that  law  to  show  what 
sort  of  authority  the  President  was  to  give  to 
officers  appointed  for  Florida,  and  compared 
General  Jackson's  commission  with  the  pro- 
visions of  that  law,  with  a  view  to  show  that 
the  powers  granted  to  him,  (being  those  belong- 
ing to  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba,)  "were 
greater  than  those  contemplated  by  the  law  of 
the  last  session.  It  was  important,  he  argued, 
that  in  the  establishment  of  a  system  for  the 
future  government  of  Florida,  no  such  mistake 
should  be  committed.    H|e  was,  with  a  view  to 


this  object,  about  inquiring  into  what  were  the 
powers  of  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba,  when 
the  Speaker  restrained  him  in  the  range  of  his 
remarks,  by  observing  that  the  question  before 
the  House  (that  of  laying  the  resolutions  on  the 
table)  did  not  admit  of  that  course  of  debate. 
Mr.  G.  then  only  added,  that  he  thought  it  im- 
portant that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bin  for  the  government  of  Florida,  should 
have  these  papers  before  them,  in  order  to  de- 
tect the  error  fi:om  which  so  much  difficulty 
had  flowed.  * 

Mr.  LowNDBS  expressed  his  hope  that  those 
resolutions  would  be  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
and  further  expressed  his  opinion  that  no  ad- 
vantage would  result  from  referring  these  docu- 
ments to  any  committee.  The  general  facts 
which  they  presented  were  sufficiently  known 
to  be  referred  to  in  debate  on  the  Florida  Gov- 
ernment bill,  without  specially  referring  them 
to  the  committee  on  that  subject.  The  whole 
subject  was  ah-eady  before  the  House,  and  be- 
fore the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  he  did 
not  perceive  that  any  special  order  in  relation 
to  these  documents  was  necessary,  or  even  de- 
sirable, &c. 

Mr.  BrroHANAJT  was  of  opinion  that,  after 
what  had  passed,  a  fuU  investigation  ought  to 
be  had  on  this  subject.  A  charge  had  been 
preferred  against  a  public  officer  of  high  char- 
acter, not  only  of  an  intention  to  violate  the 
laws  of  the  country,  but  of  having  actually 
violated  them  :  and,  said  Mr.  B.,  we,  the  repi-e- 
sentatives  of  the  people,  are  bound  to  investi- 
gate the  charge.  The  most  serious  consequences 
might  be  expected  to  result,  if,  after  charges  of 
this  sort  were  made  against  an  individual,  this 
House  should  avoid  meeting  the  question — 
should  put  them  to  sleep  by  permanently  lay- 
ing them  on  the  table.  He,  for  one,  was  willing 
to  meet  the  proper  responsibility  of  declaring 
his  opinion,  either  of  the  guilt  or  innocence  of 
this  distinguished  individual.  This  was  what 
the  people  would  expect  of  their  Eepresenta- 
tives,  and  Mr.  B.  trusted  they  would  not  be 
disappointed.  The  best  course,  he  thought, 
which  this  subject  could  now  take,  would  be,  to 
refer  the  subject  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  take  it  up  after 
other  subjects,  demanding  more  immediate  at- 
tention, should  be  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Cannon  was  in  favor  of  laying  the  mo- 
tion on  the  table,  and  of  keeping  it  there.  He 
had  been  of  opinion  from  the  firstthat  it  was 
not  a  proper  subject  for  the  interposition  of  this 
House.  If  any  improper  exercise  of  authority 
had  existed, in  Florida,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  responsible  for  it,  and  to  him 
he  wished  to  leave  it,  &c. 

Mr.  Whitman  made  a  few  further  remarks  ; 
when. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table  prevailed — ayes 
101,  noes  41. 
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Satuedat,  March  2. 
Transactions  in  Florida — Final  AcUon  of  the 
House — Refusing  (without  division  of  its  mem- 
lers)  to  take  Oognieamce  of  the  Complaints  of 
the  Persons  who  had  leen  Extemporaneously, 
amd  Militarily  dealt  with,  either  by  Governor 
JacTcson  himself,  or  ly  the  Acting  Governor, 
Oeorge  Walton,  Esq. 

The  next  subject  in  the  orders  of  the  day, 
was  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs on  the  petitions  of  the  Spanish  oflBcers  con- 
fined in  Pensacola,  which  report  recommend- 
ed that  the  Military  Committee  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof.  The 
motion  depending  when  this  subject  was  last 
under  consideration,  was,  to  lay  it  on  the  table 
— which  would  be  in  effect  to  put  aside  the 
subject.  And  the  question  was  taken  on  lay- 
ing the  same  on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the 
aflBrmative,  without  a  division. 

Suppression  of  Piracy. 

Mr.  MoLane,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported,  in  part,  pursuant  to  certain 
resolutions  submitted  to  them,  respecting  the 
piracies  committed  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and 
the  contiguous  seas — setting  forth  the  measures 
that  had  been  resorted  to  to  suppress  them,  and 
the  views  of  the  committee  in  relation  to 
further  measures  that  were  necessary  for  that 
purpose. 

The  report  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  several  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, of  the  3d  of  January,  and  5th  and  6th  of 
February  last,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port, in  part :  That  they  have  made  the  investigation 
which  the  importance  of  the  subject  demands,  and 
have  kept  in  view  the  general  object  of  protecting 
the  persons  and  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  guarding  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
from  violation,  upon  terms  the  least  embarrassing  to 
the  public  finances. 

The  extent,  however,  to  which  the  system  of  plun- 
der upon  the  ocean  is  carried  on  in  the  West  India 
seas,  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  is  truly  alarming,  and 
calls  imperiously  for  the  prompt  and  efficient  inter- 
position of  the  General  Government.  Some  fresh  in- 
stance of  the  atrocity  with  which  the  pirates  infesting 
those  seas  carry  on  their  depredations,  accompanied, 
too,  by  the  indiscriminate  massacre  of  the  defenceless 
and  unoffending,  is  brought  by  almost  every  mail,  so 
that  the  intercourse  between  the  Northern  and  South- 
em  sections  of  the  Union,  by  sea,  is  almost  cut  off. 

The  committee  are  induced  to  believe  that  this 
system  of  piracy  is  now  spreading  itself  to  a  vast 
extent,  attracting  to  it  the  idle,  vicious,  and  des- 
perate of  all  nations,  and,  more  particularly,  those 
who  have  heretofore  been  engaged  in  the  slave 
trade,  from  which  the  vigilance  of  the  American 
cruisers  have  driven  them ;  and  that,  if  they  are 
not  winked  at  by  the  authorities  in  the  Island  of 
Cuba,  they  are  in  no  respect  restrained  by  their  in- 
terference. 

The  committee  are  also  of  opinion,  that,  extended 
as  the  American  coast  has  now  become,  the  danger 
of  smuggling  has  considerably  increased,  and  that 


both  these  considerations  recommend  the  employ- 
ment of  an  ample  naval  force,  which,  for  scourmg 
those  seas,  shall  have  the  effect  of  drivmg  the  present 
freebooters  from  the  ocean,  and  of  preventmg  others 
from  resorting  to  similar  practices.  Depredations  of 
this  description  can  be  effectually  broken  up  only  hy 
keeping  up  such  a  force  as  will  render  the  hazard  of 
engaging  in  them  greater  than  the  emolument  to  be 
derived  from  success. 

Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  committee  have 
inquired  into  the  situation  of  the  vessels  now  belong- 
ing to  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  to  ascertain 
what  portion  of  them  may  he  advantageously  em- 
ployed for  the  purposes  embraced  in  the  above  reso- 
lutions. 

That  of  those  actually  employed,  they  find  that 
the  ship  Franklin,  of  74  guns,  is  in  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
for  the  protection  of  our  commerce  and  whale  trade 
in  that  quarter ;  and  that  the  Constellation  frigate, 
of  36  guns,  is  in  the  same  ocean,  but  ordered  to  re- 
turn to  the  United  States  upon  the  arrival  of  the 
Franklin ;  that  the  schooner  Dolphin,  of  12  guns,  ac- 
companies the  Franklin  as  absolutely  necessary  upon 
so  long  a  cruise. 

That  the  frigate  Constitution,  of  44  guns ;  sloop  of 
war  Ontario,  of  18  guns ;  and  schooner  Nonsuch,  of 
10  guns,  are  cruising  in  the  Mediterranean,  to  keep 
the  Barbary  Powers  in  awe,  and  protect  our  com- 
merce on  that  sea ;  and,  it  is  believed,  that  a  less 
force  would  be  inadequate  for  these  objects. 

That  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet,  of  18  guns;  the 
brigs  Enterprise  and  Spark,  of  12  guns  each;  and 
the  schooners  Porpoise,  Grampus,  Shark,  and  Alliga- 
tor, of  12  guns  each,  are  already  cruising  in  the  West 
India  seas  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  for  the  protection  of 
trade,  suppression  of  piracy,  and  traffic  in  slaves ;  and 
that  two  gunboats,  Nos.  158  and  168,  are  also  cruis- 
ing along  the  coasts  of  Georgia  and  Florida  for  the 
same  purposes. 

That  the  frigate  Macedonian  is  now  equipping  at 
Boston,  and  will  soon  sail  on  a  cruise  for  the  same 
object ;  and  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  keep  at  least 
one  vessel  of  war,  either  a  corvette  or  schooner,  on 
the  coast  of  Africa,  as  the  most  efficient  means  for 
the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  foregoing 
enumerated  force  could  he  withdrawn  from  the  ser- 
vice in  which  it  is  employed  without  detriment  to 
the  pubho  interest,  and  that  the  force  now  in  the 
West  India  seas  and  Gulf  of  Mexico  is  inadequate 
for  the  objects  specified  in  the  resolutions  above  re- 
ferred to. 

That  the  rest  of  the  force  belonging  to  the  navy, 
consisting  of  the  Java,  of  44  guns,  and  now  unworthy 
of  repairs ;  the  Erie,  of  18  guns ;  the  Peacock,  of  18 
guns ;  Congress,  of  36  guns ;  Guerriere,  of  44  guns ; 
John  Adams,  of  24  guns ;  United  States,  of  44  guns ; 
and  Cyane,  of  24  guns,  are  in  ordinary  at  the  differ- 
ent navy  yards,  at  Boston,  New  York,  Washington, 
and  Norfolk. 

But  the  committee  do  not  hesitate  to  pronounce 
sloops  of  war  to  be  better  adapted  to  the  purposes 
contemplated  by  the  resolutions  than  frigates,  or 
smaller  vessels.  They  are  superior  to  frigates,  be- 
cause being  in  relation  to  the  service  equally  efficient, 
and  costing  no  more  than  half  the  sum,  the  same  ex- 
pense will  enable  us  to  multiply  the  chances  of  suc- 
cess hy  increasing  the  number  of  vessels,  and  dou- 
bling the  efficiency  of  the  same  expense.  They  are 
superior  to  smaller  vessels,  because  they  are  decided- 
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ly  of  a  greater  force  than  any  of  the  piratical  cmisers, 
or  even  the  vessels  employed  in  the  slave  trade,  many 
of  which  are  now,  or  soon  wonid  be,  more  than  a 
match  for  schooners.  The  number  of  the  men  on 
board  of  sloops  of  war  would  also  give  these  vessels 
the  advantage,  by  enabling  them  to  man  their  prizes 
more  securely ;  to  man  and  send  their  boats  in  force 
into  waters  too  shallow  for  schooners,  where  the  pi- 
rates seek  shelter,  and  for  many  other  objects  neces- 
sarily incident  to  such  a  service.  Nor  do  the  com- 
mittee suppose  that  the  consideration  of  promoting 
and  preserving  a  proper  discipline  among  the  officers 
of  the  navy  is  altogether  to  be  overlooked  in  deciding 
upon  the  species  of  force  to  be  employed  in  a  particu- 
lar service. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion,  therefore,  that,  to 
afford  immediate  and  effectual  protection  to  our  com- 
merce in  the  West  India  seas  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
the  most  expeditious  and  advisable  course,  in  the 
first  instance,  would  be,  to  iit  out  the  corvettes  Cyane 
and  John  Adams,  and  the  sloops  of  war  Peacock  and 
Erie,  which  can  be  accomplished  within  a  short  time, 
and  with  little  expense ;  that  the  Erie  can  be  fitted 
for  sea  in  the  course  of  five  months,  the  Peacock 
within  two  months,  the  John  Adams  within  six  weeks, 
and  that  the  Constellation  frigate,  should  it  be  thought 
necessary,  may  be  directed,  on  her  return  from  the 
Pacific,  to  cruise  in  the  West  India  seas,  though  it  is 
believed  it  would  be  more  expensive  to  build  addi- 
tional sloops  of  war  for  that  purpose. 

The  four  first-named  vessels  are  now  undergoing 
repairs,  and  the  amount  necessary  for  this  purpose  is 
alrea^  embraced  in  the  estimate  for  the  present  year ; 
BO  that,  if  they  should  now  be  directed  to  he  put  in 
service,  it  will  be  necessary  to  increase  the  estimates 
for  the  service  of  the  current  year  not  more  than  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars.  And  the  com- 
mittee are  authorized  to  state,  that  this  appropriation 
will  not  materiaEy  vary  the  state  of  the  Treasury,  as 
disclosed  by  the  Secretary's  report,  because,  since  the 
date  of  that  report,  there  has  been  transferred  to  the 
surplus  fund  an  amount  of  unexpended  balances  of 
appropriations  for  the  naval  service,  sufficient  to  meet 
the  increased  expenditure.  But  the  committee  can- 
not suppose,  that  where  the  safety  of  the  corrimerce 
and  citizens  of  the  United  States  call  imperiously  for 
the  exertion  of  the  national  force,  so  smaJl  an  expen- 
diture can  be  a  matter  of  any  moment.  If  the  pro- 
tection be  necessary,  it  must  be  yielded,  and  the  only 
consideration  connected  with  the  cost  should  be,  that 
the  money  necessary  to  make  it  effectual  should  not 
be  wastefully  expended. 

The  committee  further  report  that,  in  their  opinion, 
it  would  be  inexpedierU  for  the  United  States  to  em- 
ploy, arm,  and  equip  private  vessels,  for  this  purpose. 
If  the  force  already  indicated  be  insufficient  for  the 
purpose,  the  committee  would  prefer  recommending 
the  building  of  additional  sloops  of  war,  rather  than 
to  purchase  private  vessels ;  which  are  always  of  in- 
ferior composition,  and  of  unsuitable  construction, 
and  requiring  repairs  and  an  unprofitable  expense,  to 
alter  and  make  them  at  all  fit  for  public  vessels. 

The  committee  are  also  of  opinion  that  it  would  he 
inexpedient  "  to  authorize  the  destruction  of  persons 
and  vessels  found  at  sea,  or  in  uninhabited  places, 
making  war  upon  the  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
■without  any  regular  commission."  And  that  it  would 
he  inconsistent  "  with  public  law,  or  general  usage,  to 
give  any  authority  to  destroy  pirates  and  piratical 
vessels  fotmd  at  sea  or  in  uninhabited  places." 


The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be 
dangerous,  and  productive  of  great  evil,  to  vest  in  the 
commanders  of  our  public  vessels  an  authority  to 
treat  as  pirates,  and  punish  without  trial,  even  such 
persons  as  above  described. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  the  accomplishment  of  the 
objects  in  view  that  such  an  authority  should  be  given, 
and  it  is  essentially  due  to  the  rights  of  all,  and  the 
principles  of  "  public  law,  and  general  usage,"  that 
the  consequences  and  punishment  of  piracy  should 
follow  only  a  legal  adjudication  of  the  fact. 

On  the  whole,  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  that 
the  employment  of  a  sutEcient  number  of  vessels  in 
the  West  Lidia  seas,  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  author- 
ized to  make  captures  under  the  existing  laws  and 
regulations,  if  the  officers  are  properly  industrious  and 
enterprising,  would  afford  all  the  protection  required, 
and  the  committee  therefore  recommend  the  adoption 
of  the  following  resolution  : 

Mesohed,  That  it  is  expedient,  forthwith,  to  fit  out 
and  put  in  service  the  corvettes  Cyane  and  John 
Adams,  and  the  sloops  of  war  Peacock  and  Erie,  for 
the  protection  of  commerce,  and  the  suppression  of 
piracy,  in  the  West  India  seas,  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexi- 
co, and  also  to  employ  the  frigate  Constellation, 
should  the  President  of  the  United  States  deem  the 
employment  of  a  frigate  necessary  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid. 

The  report  and  resolution,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
MoLanb,  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Proposed  Ad^onmment. 

Mr.  Eandolph,  agreeably  to  notice  heretofore 
given,  introduced  a  joint  resolution  for  the 
double  purpose  of  raising  a  committee  to  select 
and  arrange  such  business  as  might  be  deemed 
indispensably  necessary  to  be  acted  on  at  this 
session,  and  also  to  fix  an  early  day  for  adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr.  Caiwon  was  willing  to  concur  in  the  part 
of  the  joint  resolution  which  contemplated  a 
limited  day  for  adjournment.  But  he  was  en- 
tirely unwilling  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  any 
joint  committee  to  select  from  the  orders  of  the 
day  what  subjects  should  be  acted  on.  Expe- 
rience had  convinced  him  of  the  expediency  of 
refusing  to  appoint  any  committee  for  that  pur- 
pose, short  of  a  majority  of  the  House.  It  was 
desirable  that  equal  justice  should  be  done  to 
all,  and  perfect  impartiality  could  not  be  ex- 
pected in  the  disposition  of  the  business,  from 
any  committee  that  could  be  selected. 

Mr.  EocHESTEB  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question,  and  the  branch  that  related  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  joint  committee  to  select  and 
arrange  the  business  necessary  to  be  done  was 
first  in  order. 

Mr.  Weight  said  the  House  had  not  the  ne- 
cessary facts  before  them  which  could  authorize 
them  to  fix  a  limit  to  the  session.  Three  or 
four  weeks  hence  it  would  be  much  easier  to 
act  on  this  resolution  than  now.  Hitherto  we 
have  done  almost  nothing  but  talk,  and  talking, 
too,  at  the  rate  of  four  hundred  dollars  an  hour. 
There  was  an  evident  cacoethes  loquendi  in  the 
House,  which,  it  was  to  be  hoped,  would  be  re- 
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strained.  He  (Mr.  W.)  oanie  here  as  a  public 
servant,  to  do  business,  and  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  House  to  act  on  the  same  principles  in  re- 
lation to  their  business  as  a  court  of  justice 
would ;  and  he  was  sorry  that  any  time  should 
be  taken  up  in  discussing  this  question. 

Mr.  Saw  TEE  rose  to  inquire  whether,  if  such 
a  committee  were  raised,  it  could  place  upon  the 
list  such  oases  as  were  not  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  but  to  standing  or  select 
committees,  and  he  adverted  to  a  bill  which  he 
deemed  of  importance,  in  relation  to  the  aboli- 
tion of  sinecure  offices  in  certain  collection  dis- 
tricts, and  which  he  thought  should  be  acted  on 
at  this  session. 

Mr.  Nklson,  of  Virginia,  was  in  favor  of  se- 
lecting and  arranging  the  business  that  was  in- 
dispensably necessary  to  be  acted  on  before 
Congress  should  adjourn.  It  was  a  practice  of 
long  standing,  and  he  thouglit  a  useful,  if  not 
a  necessary  one. 

Mr.  E.  Johnson,  under  the  impression  that 
the  motion  was  premature,  moved  that  it  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Eandolph  was  unwilling  that  the  sessions 
of  Congress  should  be  protracted  to  such  a 
length  that  nobody  fit  to  represent  the  people 
would  be  able  to  come  here.  He  referred  to 
the  situations  of  the  merchants,  the  agriculturist, 
and  the  lawyer,  to  show  that  such  persons  coidd 
not  afford  to  remain  here  during  a  long  session 
for  the  pay  they  received ;  and  he  feared  the 
consequence  would  be  that  Congress  would  be 
made  up  of  the  refuse  and  offal  of  all  professions, 
not  excepting  the  clerical.  What  other  great 
measure,  he  asked,  had  been  elaborated  by  the 
committees  of  this  House,  except  the  bankrupt 
biU  ?  and  that  had  been  previously  cut  and 
dried.  There  was  no  more  pressing  or  impor- 
tant business  now  than  last  year,  when  the  ses- 
sion was  limited  to  the  4th  of  March,  and  there 
was  perhaps  more  danger  of  doing,  than  of  not 
doing,  the  public  business.  He  thought  he 
should  take  the  liberty  of  saying  no  to  every 
proposition  that  should  be  presented  to  the 
House,  before  he  went  away — not  excepting  the 
civil  list — for  he  was  not  prepared  to  vote  away 
any  more  of  the  money  of  the  people,  until  that 
which  had  been  previously  voted  was  folly  ac- 
counted for,  &c. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  sorry  that  this  proposition 
should  be  brought  forward  at  the  present  period 
of  the  business  of  the  House.  It  was  admitted 
on  all  hands  that  very  little  had  been  done ;  and, 
if  we  now  go  home  and  say  we  have  done  noth- 
ing, and  are  inquired  of  for  the  reason  of  our 
abrupt  departure,  what  shall  be  the  ans,wer  ? 
Can  a  satisfactory  one  be  rendered  ?  What 
would  any  man  say  to  an  agent  to  whom  he 
had  intrusted  his  private  business,  that  should 
render  him  no  other  excuse?  If  there  had 
been  an  unnecessary  waste  of  time,  the  way  to 
redeem  it  was,  not  to  go  away  and  leave  the 
business  unfinished,  but  to  make  no  such  waste 
of  more.  There  was  important  business  to  be 
done  in  relation  to  the  public  lands,  and  impor- 


tant claims  on  the  Government  to  be  adjusted. 
But  what  are  we  told  ?  Are  we  to  say  no  to  every 
proposition  that  shall  be  presented?  Or  is  it 
not  our  duty  to  listen,  and  examme?  Mr.  B. 
would  not  say  there  had  been  an  unnecessary 
waste  of  time  at  the  present  session;  but,  if 
there  had  not,  it  was  very  certain  that  it  took 
much  time  to  do  little  business.  The  people 
and  petitioners  have  subjects  before  us  that  they 
expect  will  be  acted  upon — ^they  expect  that 
their  claims  will  be  either  allowed  or  rejected. 
But  it  is  said  that  if  we  protract  the  session,  Con- 
gress will  be  filled  with  the  refuse  and  offals  of 
all  the  professions.  But  did  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Randolph)  look  to  the  history  of 
Congress  when  he  made  the  remark  ?  The  first 
Congress  under  the  Government  sat  almost  the 
whole  year,  and  Mr.  B.  adverted  to  a  statement 
to  show  that  the  period  proposed  for  this  session 
was  shorter  than  had  been  ever  known  for  the 
first  session  of  any  Congress  during  the  whole 
period  of  the  Government.  There  was  much 
business  before  the  House.  The  nation  was  ex- 
tending in  its  population,  in  its  territory,  and 
in  its  interest,  and  in  all  its  relations.  He 
would  ask,  then,  whether  the  members  of  the 
House  could  feel  that  they  had  done  their  duty 
in  going  off  before  the  public  business  was  ac- 
complished ?  He  believed  that  the  apology  of 
personal  inconvenience  would  not  be  accepted. 
Mr.  B.  was  not  disposed  to  abridge  the  freedom 
of  debate.  He  believed  it  was  suited  to  the  ge- 
nius of  the  Government ;  but  it  was  generally 
found  that  there  was  too  much  of  it  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a  session,  and  too  little  at  the 
close.  With  him  there  was  but  one  rale,  and 
that  was  to  do  the  public  business,  and  then 
adjourn. 

Mr  Edwabds,  of  North  Carolina,  was  opposed 
to  the  motion.  He  was  anxious  to  take  measures 
to  assign  some  limit  to  the  session.  By  referring 
to  the  journals,  it  would  be  seen  that  there  was 
usually  as  much  business  done  in  a  short  session 
as  in  a  long  one.  Fix  a  time  to  adjourn,  said 
Mr.  E.,  and  then,  and  not  until  then,  shall  we 
attend  to  business. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  lay 
the  subject  on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive by  a  small  majority. 

Military  Academy. 

The  next  business  in  order  was  the  considera- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  making  certain  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  Military  Establishment. 

The  question  which  was  under  consideration, 
when  this  subject  was  last  up,  (on  Friday  week,) 
was  on  agreeing  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
Military  Academy. 

To  this  appropriation,  to  the  amount  proposed, 
objection  was  made  by  Mr.  Cocke  ;  whose  ob- 
ject was  to  appropriate  enough  for  the  imme- 
diate support  of  the  institution  only,  wishing  to 
have  a  fuU  view  of  the  expenses,  &c.,  of  this 
institution,  that  the  people  might  see  how  much 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


269 


Maech,  1822.] 


Military  Appropriation  Bill. 


[H.  OF  E. 


the  United  States  paid  for  the  support  of  the 
sons  of  the  richest  men  in  the  country. 

On  this  subject  there  took  place  considerable 
debate,  and  on  a  motion  to  recommit  the  bill, 
in  which  Messrs.  Stetaet,  Mallaet,  Edwabds 
of  North  Carolina,  F.  Johnson,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Mbeoee,  "Wahfield,  Nelson  of  Maryland, 
OooKE,  and  Smith,  took  part. 

The  question  to  recommit  the  bill  was  taken 
and  lost  without  a  division. 


Monday,  March  4. 
Sunday  Mails. 
Mr.  Weight  submitted  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution :  ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Boads,  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pre- 
venting the  carriage  of  the  mails  on  the  Sabbath  day, 
and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Weight  rose  to  address  the  Chair  in  sup- 
port of  the  resolution.  The  following  has  been 
furnished  by  Mr.  W.  as  being  the  substance  of 
his  remarks : 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  requested  by  a  number  of 
my  constituents  to  endeavor  to  effect  a  regula- 
tion in  the  carriage  of  the  mails,  so  as  to  prevent 
their  Ueing  carried  on  the  SalDbath  day.  We 
now  enjoy  a  profound  peace  with  aU  the  na- 
tions of  the  earth,  under  the  kind  providence  of 
the  great  Benefactor  of  the  Universe,  who  has 
inscribed  on  the  heart  of  the  whole  human  family 
hia  law,  "  to  keep  the  Sabbath  day  holy."  It 
will  be  recollected  that  even  during  the  late  war, 
when  this  subject  was  before  this  House,  that  I 
then  advocated  this  restriction  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, not  inconsistent  with  the  best  interest  of 
my  country  ;  and  I  have  a  perfect  confidence 
that  my  devotion  to  the  prosecution  of  that  war 
by  the  exercise  of  all  the  energies  of  the  nation, 
will  never  be  forgotten.  I  have,  sir,  during  the 
war,  advocated  tiiis  measure,  as  will  appear  by 
the  votes  and  proceedings  in  that  case. ,  Sir,  in 
every  State  in  this  Union  there  is  a  law  making 
it  penal  to  violate  the  Sabbath  by  any  work  or 
labor.  Sir,  the  right  of  Congress  to  direct  the 
carriage  of  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath  day,  ought, 
in  its  execution,  to  be  so  exercised  as  neither  to 
violate  the  divine  law,  nor  in  any  manner  to 
authorize  the  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  States, 
unless  in  such  cases  as  necessity  may  impose,  in 
which  we  shall  find  our  justification  even  in  the 
divine  law.  I  have  consulted  the  Postmaster 
General  on  this  subject,  and  am  happy  to  inform 
this  House  that  it  meets  his  approbation  in  a 
certain  degree. 

Mr.  Tatloe,  of  New  York,  required  the  ques- 
tion that  the  House  do  now  consider  the  reso- 
lution ;  which  question  being  taken,  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative.  So  the  House  refused 
now  to  consider  the  resolution. 

Military  Appropriation  Bill — Military  Acad- 
emy— its  expejises. 
The  orders  of  the  day  being  then  called  for, 
the  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  support 
of  the  Military  Establishment  for  the  year  1822, 


was  read  a  third  time,  when  Mr.  Cooke  moved 
to  recommit  the  bill  for  the  purpose  of  correct- 
ing a  mistake  which  he  had  been  instrumental 
in  producing  in  the  bill,  in  which  he  had  sup- 
posed that  $86,900  would  cover  the  expenditures 
for  the  year  of  the  Military  Academy.  He  had 
since  ascertained  that  the  sum  of  $98,139  would 
be  necessary  for  its  support  on  its  present  foot- 
ing, and  it  was  with  the  view  of  correcting  that 
error  in  the  bill  that  he  proposed  the  recommit- 
ment of  it. 

Mr.  Randolph  maSe  some  remarks  at  some 
length  in  favor  of  a  recommitment,  with  views 
more  comprehensive  than  those  of  Mr.  Oooee. 

Mr.  Van  Wyck  felt  it  his  duty  to  vote  against 
this  bill  in  its  present  shape,  and  at  this  time. 
But  sir,  I  shall  vote  against  the  bill,  because  I 
think  it  high  time  that  this  Government  cur- 
tailed its  expenses.  Indeed,  sii",  the  very 
moment  after  the  peace  of  1815,  steps  ought  to 
have  been  taken  to  have  returned  to  the  old 
Peace  Establishment  of  1808  and  1809.  At 
peace,  as  we  now  are,  with  all  the  world — ^not 
a  nation,  that  I  know  of,  that  would  raise  a 
finger  against  us — ^it  can,  therefore,  no  longer  be 
necessary  to  keep  up  this  expensive  and  impos- 
ing attitude.  If,  under  the  old  Peace  Establish- 
ment, when  Mr.  Jefferson  administered  this 
Government,  when  we  were  every  day  threat- 
ened with  a  war,  a  reliance  could  then  be  placed 
on  ourselves,  or  rather  on  the  militia  of  our 
country,  I  think  at  this  time  the  same  confidence 
may  again  be  restored .  Under  that  Administra- 
tion, for  eight  years,  the  whole  sum  appropriated 
for  the  Military  Department  was  but  $11,295,- 
625,  or  the  annual  average  appropriation  was 
only  $1,412,075.  But,  sir,  what  does  this  bill 
require;  or,  rather,  what  does  the  Secretary  say 
will  be  necessary  for  the  year  1822  ?  Not  less 
than  $5,165,896  19.  In  two  years,  then,  in  a 
profound  state  of  peace  too,  we  now  require  as 
much  as  was  then  used  in  eight  years,  although 
the  country  was  in  a  partial  state  of  war. 

Let  us  take  another  retrospect.  During  the 
eight  years  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Administration,  the 
whole  revenue  of  the  country^  averaged  annually 
but  $13,a63,860,  and  with  it  was  not  only  paid 
all  the  current  expenses  of  the  Government,  but 
the  national  debt  was  sunk  $40,000,000.  But, 
sir,  for  the  last  two  years  the  average  annual 
revenue  of  the  United  States  has  been  $15,054,- 
511.  And  with  it,  sir,  what  have  we  done? 
Not  only  the  whole  of  this  has  been  expended, 
but  the  national  debt  has  been  increased  $4,554,- 
272  16.  With  an  annual  revenue  of  $1,690,711 
more  than  was  received  under  the  Administra- 
tion of  Mr.  Jefferson,  we  have  actually  swelled 
our  debt  more  rapidly  than  it  was  ever  done  in 
the  most  prodigal  days  of  the  Federal  Adminis- 
tration. If,  sir,  it  is  intended  to  be  profuse  with 
the  public  money,  I  hope  it  wiU  be  backed  at 
once  with  a  biU  for  a  direct  tax  of  five  or  ten 
millions.  Let  the  people  see  our  di'ift.  I  am 
certain  that-  they  will,  as  in  1799  and  1800, 
come  out  and  meet  ns  on  this  subject.  For  a 
young  nation  so  remote  from  danger,  and  one, 
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too,  who  has  so  lately  experienced  a  total  loss 
of  pecuniary  credit  in  time  of  war,  so  soon  to 
forget  this ;  so  soon  to  forget  that  economy,  and 
the  discharge  of  oar  debts  in  time  of  peace,  are 
the  only  solid  base  for  a  good  credit  in  time  of 
war ;  and  so  soon,  too,  to  forget  those  excellent 
lessons  left  ns  by  that  legislative  body  nnder  the 
Administration  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  I  think, 
augurs  nothing  favorable. 

I  hope,  however,  that  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  will  take  no  ex- 
ceptions at  what  I  have  said ;  for  I  do  not  think 
that  he  has  done  any  thing  more  than  was  re- 
quired. He  has  reported  to  us  a  bill  predicated 
upon  the  existing  laws  of  his  country.  What 
less  could  he  have  done?  If  you  wUl  so  con- 
tinue the  form  of  your  laws  as  to  keep  up  a  large 
military  establishment,  do  you  expect  that  the 
Secretary  of  War  will  be  able,  without  our  assist- 
ance, to  maintain  them  ?  If  you  will  build  74s, 
and  display  them  upon  the  ocean  in  time  of 
peace,  you  cannot  expect  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  or  any  other  Secretary,  will  do  it  at 
their  own  expense.  And,  though  not  exactly 
applicable,  if  you  will  swell  this  representative 
body,  and  pay  us  eight  instead  of  six  dollars  a 
day,  you  must  expect  that  these  trifling  items, 
as  they  have  been  called,  wiU  also  swell  the  mass. 
From  pennies,  pounds  are  produced.  From  our 
inattention  to  these  little  insignificant  sums,  as 
they  have  been  so  sarcastically  called,  of  $100,- 
000,  $200,000,  $300,000,  or  $400,000  each,  when 
they  appear  in  the  aggregate,  astonishment  will 
be  produced,  and  suspicion  but  too  often  suc- 
ceeds. 

So,  sir,  it  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  It  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive part  of  this  Government.  We  are  a  free 
and  independent  branch ;  let  us  do  our  duty, 
and  if  the  others  wUl  not  concur  in  altering  a  set 
of  laws  that  have  drained  our  Treasury,  swelled 
our  debt,  and  actually  baffled  the  skill  of  our 
financier  to  furnish  the  means,  let  them  be  ac- 
countable to  the  proper  authority — to  the  people. 

Our  course  now,  I  hope,  will  be  to  recommit 
this  bill,  with  instructions  to  bring  in  a  partial 
appropriation  bUl,  to  answer  the  immediate 
exigencies  of  Government,  and  not  to  pass  the 
general  bill  until  after  that  select  committee 
have  reported,  to  whom  was  referred  an  inquiry 
into  the  modification  of  our  laws,  so  as  to  place 
us  upon  the  old  Peace  Establishment  of  1808  and 
1809.  When  that  is  done,  and  we  have  altered 
bur  laws,  it  will  then  be  time  enough  to  bring 
in  a  general  bill  predicated  upon  those  laws. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  Cooke, 
the  question  was  taken  on  the  proposed  re- 
commitment, and  decided  in  the  negative — 
ayes  37. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  passage  of  the 
bUl,  and  Mr.  Randolph  having  required  the  yeas 
and  nays  thereon,  (his  leading  objections  being 
to  the  appropriation  for  clothing  of  the  Army  so 
far  in  advance  as  for  1828,)  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  taken  accordingly;  and  there  were — ^for 
the  bill  1 33 ;  against  it  28. 


TuESDAT,  March  6. 
Oh/ruUcmizaUon  of  Indians— Leame   to  with- 
ckcm  the  Pouperi., 

Mr.  Mbtoalfb,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  moved,  on  behalf  of  that  committee,  the 
following  resolution : 

Retohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  to 
which  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Reverend  Jedi- 
diah  Morse,  made  by  him  in  pursuance  of  the  objects 
specified  in  his  commission  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  bearing  date  the  7th  of  Febmaiy, 
1820,  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof,  and  that  the  said  Reverend  Jedidiah  Morse 
have  leave  to  withdraw  the  same,  and  also  the  accom- 
panying documents. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and,  on  the  question 
to  agree  thereto,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

TramactAom  in  Florida — Mr.  Areher''g  Seso- 
lutiona. 
Mr.  Akchee  moved  that  the  House  do  come 
to  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  appointment,  during  the 
past  year,  of  a  Governor  of  the  provinces  of  East 
and  West  Florida,  invested  with  larger  powers  than 
were  "  exercised  by  the  officers  of  the  existmg  gov- 
ernment" of  said  provinces  at  the  time  of  their  de- 
livery to  the  United  States,  was  not  authorized  by 
the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  entitled  "An 
act  for  carrying  into  execution  the  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain,  concluded  at  Washing- 
ton, the  22d  of  February,  1819." 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  appointment  of  a  Governor 
of  the  provinces  of  East  and  West  Florida,  with  au- 
thority to  exercise  supreme  executive  powers  within 
the  same,  was  a  contravention  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  arrest  and  imprisonment,  in 
the  month  of  August  last,  in  Pensacola,  in  the  prov- 
ince of  West  Florida,  by  order  of  the  chief  executive 
officer  therein,  of  Don  Jose  Callava,  then  or  recently 
charged  with  the  functions  and  character  of  a  Com- 
missioner of  the  Government  of  Spain,  were  in  con- 
travention of  the  immunities  attached  to  the  condi- 
tion of  agents  of  a  public  character,  by  the  law  and 
usage  of  civilized  nations. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  issuing,  about  the  same 
time,  by  the  same  officer,  of  a  citation,  in  the  nature 
of  a  process  of  contempt,  against  a  person  holding 
the  commission  of  a  judge  of  the  United  States  with- 
in the  said  province,  for  an  aheged  undue  discharge 
of  a  judicial  function,  was  a  proceeding  not  war- 
ranted by  any  legal  authority  vested  in  the  said 
officer. 

Mr.  Aeohbb  was  proceeding  to  state  the  mo- 
tives which  induced  him  to  offer  the  resolves ; 
when 

The  question  to  consider  the  resolves  (which 
admits  of  no  debate)  was  put,  and  decided  in 
the  negative.  So  the  House  refused  "  now  to 
consider  "  these  resolutions.* 


*  And  thus  the  House  refused  to  "  consider "  the  reso- 
lations  submitted  ty  Mr.  Archer,  one  of  which  declared  a 
breach  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States— the  breach 
attaching  itself  to  the  "appointment"  of  a  Governor  with 
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The  Speakee  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  "War,  submitting  a  com- 
parative view  of   the  expenses  of  the  army 


Bucli  extensive  powers.  This  reftisal  corresponded  -with  re- 
peated other  decisions  by  the  House,  coupled  with  expres- 
sions of  regret  from  members  that  General  Jackson  had  acted 
with  so  much  energy ;  but,  as  to  the  right  to  do  so,  there 
was  no  question.  The  temporary  act  of  1821  authorized  it ; 
and,  as  for  our  conBtitntion,  it  had  no  more  application  in 
Florida  under  that  act,  or  by  its  own  vigor,  than  the  Koran 
had.  Judge  Fromentia  planted  himself  upon  the  consti- 
tution, and  was  inmiediately  shown  his  error  by  General 
Jackson,  and  afterwards  by  the  Administration — ^to  which 
he  appealed.  Callava  presented  the  strongest  case ;  and  he 
was  too  well  advised  to  have  recourse  to  the  constitution: 
he  took  position  niider  the  law  of  nations,  and  his  character 
as  Commissary  of  the  King  of  Bpalu  for  the  delivery  of  the 
province ;  and  presented  his  case  formally  to  the  Executive 
Government  through  the  Spanish  Minister.  From  it  he  re- 
ceived the  same  answer  which  General  Jackson  had  pre- 
viously given,  and  which  was  as  follows : 

Mr,  Adams  to  J)on  Joaquint  de  And/uaga,  MMvisier  from 
Spaifi^  <&c. 
[extract.] 
Far  would  it  be  from  the  intention  of  the  American  Gov- 
ernment to  draw  within  its  rigorous  limits  the  exemption 
from  ordinary  legal  process  of  a  foreign  public  officer.    It 
would  extend  to  them  a  liberal  measure  of  time  and  a  full 

Sortion  of  indulgence  for  the  execution  of  the  trust,  and  for 
eparture  after  its  completion.  But  it  cannot  perceive  the 
Justice  of  extending  these  privileges  beyond  their  limits  as 
sanctioned  by  custom,  for  purposes  of  injustice  and  wrong. 
And  here  we  are  led  to  the  inquiry,  what  was  the  immediate 
occasion  of  the  summons  to  Ck)lonet  Callava,  his  resistance 
against  which  prompted  the  subsequent  rigorous  measures, 
in  reference  to  his  person,  house,  and  papers,  complained  of 
in  the  note  of  Mr.  Salmon  ?  He  had  withheld,  and  caused 
to  be  packed  in  boxes  for  transportation,  public  records,  re- 
lating to  the  property  of  the  province — judicial  documents, 
indispensable  for  vindicating  the  titles  to  succession  of  infant 
and  orphan  children.  Application  was  made  to  General 
Jackson,  in  behalf  of  those  orphans,  for  the  legal  judicial 

Erocess  to  obtain  those  papers.  He  had  proof  that  they  had 
een  removed,  after  a  summons  from  him  to  the  person  in 
whose  possession  they  had  been  to  produce  them,  to  the 
house  and  possession  of  Colonel  Callava,  for  the  avowed  pur- 
pose of  subtracting  them  from  the  process  issued  by  his  au- 
thority. Had  that  officer^s  personal  immunity  been  com- 
plete and  unquestionable,  wnat  greater  abuse  of  it  could 
nave  been  made  than  thus  to  wrest  from  the  course  of  justice 
the  vouchers  on  which  depended  the  rights  and  the  sub- 
sistence of  orphans  ?  General  Jackson,  considering  that 
Colonel  Callava  was  not  entitled  to  such  exemption  from 
legal  process,  issued  the  ordinary  summons  wMch  would 
have  been  applicable  to,  any  other  individual;  and,  on  his 
reftisal  to  answer  the  interrogatories  put  to  him,  committed 
him,  as  others  in  like  cases  would  have  been  committed,  to 
prison.  By  the  same  order  he  issued  a  commission  for  se- 
curing the  papers,  which  ought  to  have  been  delivered  up 
before,  with  all  suitable  caution,  to  prevent  the  taking  of 
any  others,  and,  immediately  after  the  satisfectory  return  of 
that  commission,  ordered  the  release  of  Colonel  Callava. 
Such  appears  to  have  been  the  character  of  the  transaction, 
upon  the  report  of  it  made  by  General  Jackson ;  and,  al- 
though the  President  cannot  but  contemplate  with  unfeigned 
regret  this  occurrence,  he  thinks  that  blame  should  be  im- 

Suted  to  the  party  deserving  it,  and  whose  misconduct  pro- 
uced  it;  and  that  it  is  a  justice  due  to  General  Jackson  to 
make  him.  acquainted  with  the  objections  in  the  note  of  Mr. 
Salmon  to  his  conduct,  and  to  receive  his  full  explanation  of 
the  motives  and  considerations  which  governed  him. 

In  concluding  this  letter,  I  cannot  forbear  reminding  you, 
sir,  that  not  only  this,  but  all  the  other  transactions  of  a 
painful  nature  wiiich  have  arisen  in  the  execution  of  the 
treaty,  and  which  it  was  hoped  would  have  terminated  all 
the  differences,  and  have  led  to  the  now  harmonious  inter-  i 
coiirse  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  have  pro- 
ceeded from  the  unjustifiable  delays  and  evasions  of 
His  Catholic  Majesfy^s  officers,  in  direct  contravention,  as 
is  understood,  to  his  ordera  and  intentions,  in  withholding 


proper,  and  Military  Academy,  for  the  years 
1818,  1819,  1820,  and  1821,  and  estimates  for 
1822,  arranged  under  the  various  heads  of  ex- 
penditure, according  to  the  present  and  former 
organization  of  the  Department  of  War,  made  in 


the  documents,  archives,  and  vouchers,  of  which  the  delivery 
had  been  expressly  stiptdated— vouchers  indispensable  to 
the  United  States,  both  for  the  dispensation  of  private  justice 
and  for  the  establishment  of  public  right,  but  utterly  use- 
less to  Spain ;  and  the  detention  of  which,  by  the  Captain 
General  and  Governor  of  Cuba,  and  by  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ors of  both  East  and  Wesl^lorida,  however  intended,  and 
by  whatever  motive  induced,  can  subserve  no  purposes  but 
those  of  fraud,  injustice,  and  oppression.  After  a  succession 
of  delays,  for  a  jjeriod  of  six  weeks  at  the  Havana,  in  a  cli- 
mate noted  for  its  unhealthiness  to  strangers,  of  the  Com  ■ 
missioner  of  the  United  States  authorized  to  receive  those 
documents,  and  of  the  vessel  which  had  conveyed  him,  he 
was  compelled  to  depart  without  them,  nor  have  they  yet 
been  delivered.  The  attempts  to  carry  away,  both  from 
Fensacola  and  from  St.  Augustine,  many  of  those  papers, 
can  be  viewed  in  no  other  light  than  as  fli^ant  violations 
of  the  treaty.  The  President  relies  that  they  will  be  so  con- 
sidered by  His  Catholic  Majesty,  and  that  he  has  ere  this 
given  the  most  positive  and  effectual  orders  for  the  faithful 
execution,  in  tMs  respect,  of  that  instrument.  I  pray  you, 
&c.  JOHN  QUINCT  ADAAfS, 

Don  Joaquin  de  Ajtduaga, 

Ewooy  E^ctraordMiary,  <&c. 


The  following  is  Governor  Caxlava's  own  statement  of 
his  case,  as  furnished  to  the  Spanish  Minister,  dated  October 
3, 1821 : 

On  the  irth  day  of  July  last,  (1821,)  at  ten  O'clock  in  the 
morning,  I  delivered  West  Florida,  which  was  that  day  un- 
der my  charge  as  Governor,  in  which  character  he  met  me, 
to  the  commissaiy,  Don  Andrew  Jackson,  in  a  public  act, 
held  in  the  Government  house.  There  he  received  from  me 
all  the  archives  and  documents  registered,  and  directly  rela- 
tive to  the  propertj^  and  sovereignty  of  that  province  of 
Florida;  and  he  received  them  by  faithful  and  exact  inven- 
tories, which  had  been  compared  with  the  documents  by 
four  persons,  and  had  been  certified  to  be  correct.  From 
the  constitutional  Spanish  alcalde,  and  by  my  order,  an  al- 
calde named  by  Don  Andrew  Jackson  received,  by  like  in- 
ventories, all  the  criminal  and  civil  causes  of  the  suits  of  the 
neighborhood  which  are  pending  before  the  tribunal  of  the 
first  instance,  over  which  he  presided,  and  also  the  notices 
and  papers  of  its  archives. 

The  day  previous  to  these  transactions,  (the  21st  of  Au- 
gust,) three  persons,  dependents  of  Don  Andrew  Jackson, 
(George  Walton,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  West  Florida ;  Henry 
M.  Brackenridge,  Esq.,  Alcalde  for  the  City  of  Pensacola ; 
and  Mr.  John  Miller,  Clerk  of  the  County  Court  for  the 
County  of  Escambia,)  came  to  the  house  of  the  secretary, 
(Sonsa,)  to  be  informed  if  he  had  in  his  possession  some 
military  testamentary  dispositions,  which  they  mentioned 
to  him.  Sousa  told  them  yes,  and  without  reserve  they 
were  shown  to  them;  and  he  informed  them  that  if  they 
wished  for  any  thing,  they  should  ask  me.  All  the  papers 
which  he  had  in  his  charge  were  closely  examined ;  they  de- 
clared they  would  carry  off  those  which  they  had  pointed 
out  to  him,  because  they  could  not  be  in  his  possession  as  a 
private  individual.  Sousa  told  them  that  he  was  not  a  pri- 
vate individual ;  that  he  was  an  officer  depending  on  my 
commission  and  authority ;  and  that  he  could  not  give  them 
without  my  order.  And  finally  they  went  away,  leaving 
the  papere.  They  demanded  of  him  an  answer  In  writing, 
which  they  obtained  from  Sousa,  on  a  second  visit. 

The  following  day,  (the  23d,)  in  the  morning,  this  officer 
(Sousa)  met  me  in  the  street.  He  informed  me  of  the  oc- 
currence, and  also  told  me  that  he  had  resolved  to  carry  the 
boxes  to  my  house,  with  all  the  papers  which  he  had  in  his 
possession,  and  had  delivered  them,  to  my  steward,  not  hav- 
ing found  me  within;  because  he  was  afraid,  from  what  he 
had  observed  Ju  those  people,  that  they  might  take  them 
away  from  his  house,  and  he  wished  to  save  himself  from 
the  responsibility.    And  1  answered  that  it  was  well. 

At  four  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  and  not  much 
before,  I  was  dining  at  the  table  of  Colonel  George  M. 
Brooke,  of  the  fourth  regiment  of  the  United  States  line, 
and  of  the  garrison  at  Pensacola,  by  whom  I  had  been  in- 
vited, with  all  the  Spanish  officers  residing  there.  The  com- 
pany consisted  of  Brooke,  his  wife,  Juage  Fromentin,  the 
commander  of  the  United  States  vessel  of  war  Enterprise, 
Mr.  Michael  Kearney,  the  citizens  Vicar  Don  James  Cole- 
man, Don  John  Innerarity,  Don  Juan  de  la  Bua,  Don  Pedro 
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obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  7th  ultimo, 
which  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 


de  Alba,  and  Don  Jose  Korlega ;  and  the  officers  Lieutenant 
Colonels  Don  Marcos  de  ViUiers  and  Don  Francisco  Palmos ; 
Captftins  Don  Luis  Guayare  and  Don  Bernardo  Prieto; 
Lieutenants  Don  Amaldo  Guillemard  and  Don  Carlos  de 
Villiers;  and  Bub-lieutenants  Don  Mariano  Latady  and 
Don  Jose  Ignacio  Cruzat,  secretary  of  my  Govemment. 

Don  Domingo  Sousa  presented  Mmself  to  me  there,  with 
an  officer  of  the  United  States,  telling  me  that  he  was  a 
prisoner ;  and  that  the  reason  was,  that  the  three  persons  of 
the  former  day  had  returned  to  his  bouse  the  day  before, 
telling  him  .that  they  came  with  orders  from  Governor  An- 
drew Jackson  to  seize  the  papers;  that,  having  informed 
them  that  he  had  that  morning  sent  them  to  my  house,  they 
searched  his  house,  and  at  last  carried  him  to  prison.  And 
he  related  before  the  company  what  had  occurred  about  the 
papers  with  the  same  persons  the  preceding  day. 

I  immediately  ordered  my  aide-de-camp,  Don  Bernardo 
Prieto,  accompanied  by  Alba,  who  was  the  public  inter- 
preter, to  present  ray  compliments  to  Don  Andrew  Jackson, 
and  to  inform  him  that  Bousa  was  in  fact,  as  he  had  inti- 
mated, an  individual  of  my  commission,  and  was  under  my 
power  and  authority ;  and  that  he  could  not  deliver  the  pa- 
pers in  question  of  himself ;  that  he  would  have  the  good- 
ness to  ask  me  in  writing  for  such  as  he  might  find  it  proper 
to  claim ;  and  if  they  were  to  be  given  by  the  regulation  of 
the  treaty,  or  other  particular  circumstances,  I  would  deliver 
them  to  him  by  the  same  procedure  which  indispensable 
regularity  dictated,  as  had  been  done  with  the  other  papers ; 
or  that  he  should  have,  in  the  same  way,  a  distinct  expla- 
nation of  the  reasons  which  prevented  their  delivery ;  and 
that  every  direct  mode  of  conciliation  should  be  sought, 
if  there  was  any  thing  that  could  be  of  use  to  him  in  any 

The  aide-de-camp  and  interpreter  brought  back  for  answer 
that  Sousa  should  go  to  prison,  and  that  they  should  tell  me 
that  I  should  be  put  into  another  dungeon  with  him. 

It  appearing  to  me  that  Don  Andrew  Jackson  had  not 
been  well  informed  of  my  message  by  the  interpretation, 
f  although  the  incident  offended  me  and  surprised  those  at 
table,)  I  made  the  same  persons  return  and  inform  him  a 
second  time ;  and  that  gentleman  repeated  to  them  in  a  loud 
voice,  in  the  presence  of  several  persons,  and  upon  the  street 
balcony,  the  same  thing,  saying.  Colonel  Callava  to  tho 
dungeon  1 

An  occurrence  so  strange  and  abusive  in  the  presence  of 
those  who  surrounded  me  at  table,  a  great  part  of  whom 
were  there  as  a  greater  compliment  to  me,  and  others  my 
subordinates,  could  not  but  raise  a  blush  in  my  face,  and  dis- 
order my  stomach  in  the  very  act  of  eating,  and  in  the  con- 
valescent state  in  which  I  was ;  and  I  felt  myself  attacked 
by  a  deadly  pain,  (which  I  almost  habitually  suffered,  and 
which  had  frequently  attacked  me  on  the  preceding  days ;) 
notwithstanding,  I  concealed  the  circumstance  so  as  to  ren- 
der it  impo^ible  to  be  discovered,  that,  upon  quitting  the 
table,  I  might  go  and  reflect,  for  it  was  not  known  upon  what 
such  answers  or  occurrences  rested. 

We  all  left  the  table.  Brooke's  lady  was  very  much 
grieved,  and  I  was  going  to  the  street,  when  three  persons 
presented  themselves  to  me  in  Brooke's  house,  telling  me, 
from  Don  Andrew  Jackson,  that  they  came  for  the  papers 
which  Sousa  had  carried  to  my  house,  or  to  carry  me  with 
them  to  Jackson's  house ;  because  the  Governor,  with  his 
authority,  could  not  respect  me  in  any  other  light  than  as  a 
private  individual. 

The  officers  went  away  to  carry  my  answer,  which  was 
given  them  in  the  presence  of  all  at  Brooke's  house ;  and  I, 
feeling  now  a  recurrence  of  my  pain,  requested  them  to  per- 
mit raie  to  go  home,  whither  several  of  those  persons  accom- 
panied me.  As  soon  as  I  arrived,  I  caused  my  secretary  to 
extend  in  my  office  all  that  I  had  said  to  the  persons  sent, 
and  with  him  I  sent  Lieutenant  Colonel  De  Villiers,  accom- 
panied by  another  officer,  to  the  Governor,  thinking  that 
thus  my  answer  might  be  more  coiTectly  understood  by 
him ;  but,  when  It  was  presented  he  would  not  receive  it, 
and  they  brought  it  back  to  me  uuopen. 

After  these  officers  returned  to  me,  now  at  my  own  house, 
the  same  three  persons  came  with  a  determined  and  brief 
message  that  I  must  not  make  any  pretensions  to  official 
situation  or  other  considerations — "  the  papers,  or  go  with 
them."  I  was  surrounded  by  my  officers,  and  other  persons 
of  character,  whose  countenances  I  saw  filled  with  pain  and 
8urpi*ise  to  see  me  in  the  sad  state  of  suffering,  and  unable 
to  remain  tranquil.  Till  then  I  knew  not  of  what  papers 
they  spoke,  as  1  had  not  entered  upon  an  inquiry,  nor  had 
they  given  me  an  opportunity  of  doing  so ;  and  I  answered 


I  Depabtment  op  War,  Ma^-ch  1,  1822. 

Sir  :  Pursuaiit  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  7th  ultimo,  I  have  now  the  honor 
of  sabmitting  "  a  comparative  view  of  the  expenses 

them  that  I  was  unable  to  go  out  of  my  house.  I  entreated 
that  they  would,  at  least,  give  me  an  abstract  of  what 
papers  and  of  what  class  those  were  which  they  demanded, 
and  I  would  inform  Don  Andrew  Jackson  that  I  was  sick. 

Without  giving  me  any  answer,  they  went  away,  and  1 
laid  myself  on  the  bed.  An  hour  afterwardB,  one  of  the 
three  presented  himself  in  my  house,  and  gave  me  an  ab- 
stract, written  on  a  half  sheet  of  paper,  in  flie  English  lan- 
guage, and  signed  "Alcalde  Brackeiiridge."  I  took  it;  1 
told  him  that  I  shoTild  have  it  translated,  and  should  reply 
to  it.  He  went  away.  I  gave  it  to  the  interpreter  at  that 
hour,  which  w^as  nine  at  night,  and  sought  repose  on  the 
bed ;  but,  a  while  after,  and  without  further  preliminaries, 
a  party  of  troops,  with  the  commissioners,  assaulted  the 
house,  breaking  the  fence,  notwithstanding  the  door  was 
open ;  and  the  commissioners  entered  my  apartment ;  they 
surrounded  my  bed  with  soldiers  with  drawn  bayonets  in 
their  hands ;  they  removed  the  mosquito  net ;  they  made 
me  sit  up ;  and  demanded  **the  papers,  or  "they  would  use 
the  arms  against  my  person." 

In  fine,  in  a  short  while  after,  one  of  the  three  went  out, 
and  returned  accompanied  with  an  officer,  who,  placing  him- 
self before  me,  told  me  I  waa  a  prisoner,  and  ordered  me  to 
dress  myself  I  answered  that  1  was  so,  but  that  he  would 
have  the  goodness  to  observe  that  I  was  so  sick  as  that  I 
ought  not  to  be  takea  out  of  my  house  at  tliat  hour.  He 
made  no  answer  to  the  interpreter,  and  remaned  silent ;  but 
one  of  tluree  deliberately  ordered  me  to  dress.  I  dressed  in 
my  uniform,  was  going  to  put  on  my  sword,  but,  upon  re- 
flection, thought  it  better  to  deliver  it  to  the  officer.  I  did 
so,  and  one  of  the  three  took  it  from  his  hand  and  threw  it 
upon  the  chimney,  and  is  this  manner  I  was  conducted 
through  the  streete  among  the  troops. 

They  took  me  to  a  private  house,  in  which,  liiey  presented 
me  to  Don  Andrew  Jaekson,  who,  with  two  other  persons,  was 
seated  near  a  table ;  the  house  was  filled  with  people  of  all 
ages  and  classes,  and  there  he  made  me  a  sign  to  sit  down, 
which  I  did.  By  the  only  interpreter  who  had  hitherto  de- 
livered and  carried  back  the  verbal  messages  I  have  already 
mentioned,  he  put  one  question  to  me,  according  to  my  re- 
collection, oon&ied  solely  to  whether  certain  papers  had 
been  carried  to  my  house  by  Don  Domingo  Sousa,  and  de- 
livered to  my  steward. 

I  requested  him  to  permit  me  to  answer  in  writing,  and  to 
do  so-  with  my  own  hand.  He  granted  it  readily.  I  set  my- 
self to  write  a  regular  protest.  Slat  I  might  go  on  to  answer 
afterwards ;  but  I  had  hardly  begun  when  Don  Andrew 
Jackson  took  the  paper  from  before  me,  and,  with  much 
violenee  and  furious  gestures,  spoke  for  some  time,  looking 
at  the  bystanders;  and  when  he  had  concluded,  tne  inter- 
preter told  me  that  he  had  ordered  me  to  give  no  other  an- 
swer to  all  that  he  had  asked  me  but  yes  or  no. 

Dan  Andrew  Jackson  proceeded  to  speak  for  a  considel^ 
able  time,  looking  at  the  people,  but  speaking  furiomily:; 
and  in  the  counteminces  of  the  bystanders  I  perceived  fe^ 
or  surprise,  caused  by  what  he  said.  He  concluded,  and  '&e 
interpreter  told  me  that  the  Governor  would  not  treat  with 
me  in  any  other  way  than  as  a  private  individual ;  this  idea 
(which  I  knew  not  now  to  account  for)  made  me  catch  at 
the  word,  and  demand  some  explanations.  Don  Andrew 
Jackson  dad  not  permit  me  to  speak.  I  insisted  that  the  in- 
terpreter should  translate  what  I  said;  he  was  sometimes 
about  to  do  this,  and  he  interrupted  him  at  the  ve^  begin- 
ning ;  so  that  of  all  that  he  said  in  two  hours,  (and  Don  An- 
drew Jackson  directed  himself  to  me.)  only  the  aforesaid 
intimation  was  translated  to  me,  that  I  had  sot  a  word  to 
answer  but  yes,  or  no,  to  what  I  should  be  asked,  and  that 
the  Governor  would  not  treat  me  in  any  other  way  than  as 
a  private  individual. 

I  remained  silent ;  they  called  my  steward ;  they  asked 
him  if  certainpapers  had  been  delivered  to  him  by  Sousa  at 
my  house  ?    He  answered,  yes. 

Don  Andrew  Jackson  drew  from  among  other  papers  one 
which  was  already  written ;  he  read  it  to  me,  and  it  con- 
tained the  order  for  committii^  me  and  my  steward  to 
prison. 

I  got  upon  my  feet ;  I  begged  th&  interpreter  to  ask  him 
if  he  did  not  shudder,  and  was  not  struck  with  horror  at  in- 
sulting me ;  and  I  pronouoced  a  solemn  protest  against  his. 
proceedings.  The  interpreter  informed  him,  and  he  replied, 
that  for  what  he  had  done  he  had  no  account  to  give  but  to 
his  Govemment,  and  he  told  me  that  I  might  protest  before 
God  himself 

I  was  carried  off  to-  prison  at  twelve  at  night,  and  my 
steward  also.    I  l&ft  nay  liouse  open,  with  three  or  four  sol- 
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of  the  Army  proper,  and  Military  Academy,  for  the 
years  1818.  1819,  1820, 1821,  and  estunates  for  1822, 
arranged  under  tiie  various  heads  of  expenditures  ac- 
cording to  the  present  and  former  organization  of  the 
Department  of  War."  The  military  disbursements 
for  the  years  1816  and  1817,  as  explained  by  the  let- 
ter from  the  Second  Auditor,  accompanying  this  re- 
port, are  so  blended  with  the  arrearages  of  prior 
years,  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  militia,  and  claims 
of  certain  States  and  individuals,  arising  out  of  the 


diere  of  the  United  States  troops  in  it.  I  le'ft  all  my  private 
papers,  all  the  official  correspondence  of  my  Government, 
and  what  was  under  my  charge  officially,  without  any  ac- 
count, at  the  discretion  of  Don  Andrew  Jackson.-  The 
keys  of  my  trunks  and  money  chests  were  not  removed-  I 
left  in  my  house  no  person  to  represent  me,  and  who  was  in 
my  confidence ;  and,  lastly,  by  a  respectable  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  my  officers,  at  two  in  the  morning,  a 
couch  was  spread  for  me  and  my  other  assistants  to  throw 
ourselves  down  upon ;  (for,  by  Don  Andrew  Jackson,  I  was 
permitted  to  throw  myself,  sick  as  I  was,  upon  the  bricks  of 
the  prison ;)  when,  afterwards,  I  was  informed  by  various 
persons  who  understood  the  Spanish  and  English,  languages, 
that  the  matters  above  related,  which  had  been  conceived 
against  me,  and  were  not  translated  by  the  interpreter,  con- 
sisted In  having  endeavored  to  persuade  the  people  that  the 
papers  were  taken  from  the  office  of  the  alcalde,  and  that  I 
was  an  accomplice  in  that  criminal  action. 

At  eleven  in  the  morning  of  the  following  day,  (the  23d,) 
Judge  Elegius  Fromentln  issued  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  for 
the  release  of  my  person ;  and  Don  Andrew  Jackson  an- 
swered that  it  was  not  proper  to  carry  it  into  execution ;  but, 
on  the  same  day,  at  one  in  the  afternoon,  he  gave  order  that 
an  officer  should  inform  me  that  I  was  released  from  prison, 
and  33iight  be  accompanied  by  him  to  my  house  to  examine 
if  the  boxes  were  sealed. 

I  replied  to  the  person  who  communicated  this  to  me  that 
I  could  not  enter  it  unless  accompanied  by  a  judge,  who 
might  be  present,  and  certify  to  the  situation  in  which  all 
things  in  it  were  ibund,  since  I  had  been  dragged  from  it, 
leaving  every  thing  to  their  discretion. 

The  officer  accompanied  me  into  the  presence  of  Judge 
Fromentln,  whom  we  found  sick.  I  related  to  him  what 
had  happened,  and  entreated  him  to  afford  the  protection  of 
the  law  to  my  prerogative,  person,  and  hotise.  He  informed 
me  that  he  could  not  assist  me,  because  his  situation  ren- 
dered it  impossible ;  but  he  would  cause  witnesses  to  accom- 
pany me,  who  should  make  the  examination,  and  sign  it. 

I  went  thither  with  the  officer  and  many  other  .persons: 
it  was  found  open,  with  three  or  four  soldiers  within ;  the 
papers  of  official  correspondence  scattered  upon  the  table, 
and  the  covers  open ;  one  box,  which  was  left  shut,  and 
sealed  with  the  seal  of  my  Government,  had  been  burst 
open,  the  seals  broken,  and  again  shut,  with  different  seals ; 
Mid  nothing  was  found  wrong  in  the  contents  of  the  money 
chest  I  had  not  time  to  examine  the  papers,  nor  could  I 
do  it,  because  I  was  too  much  indisposed. 

On  the  26th  day  of  the  same  month,  about  half  past  three 
in  the  afternoon,  the  secretary  of  the  Government  of  Don 
Andrew  Jackson  delivered  to  mine  the  testimony  which  I 
had  asked  on  the  night  of  the  22d ;  and  early  in  the  morning 
of  the  following  day,  (the  27th,)  sick  as  I  was,  I  set  out  with 
my  secretary  for  Washington,  to  give  an  account  to  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  near  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  leaving  without  my  power 
and  authority  in  Pensacola  what  was  under  my  charge  be- 
longing to  the  nation  of  which  I  am  a  dependent,  because  in 
me  all  confidence  and  every  law  of  nations  had  been  vio- 
lated by  the  authority  now  existing  there. 


THE  CASE  OF  YIDAL's  HEIES, 
There  were  several  cases,  all  judicial  and  affecting  the 
rights  of  persons,  in  which  the  ex-Govemor  retained  the 
papers  to  carry  away ;  but  the  one  which  was  the  imme- 
diate existing  cause  of  the  strong  proceedings  against  Cal- 
lava,  his  secretary,  Sousa,  his  Tnajor  domo^  Fullarat,  and 
Judge  Fromentin,  was  that  of  the  heirs  of  TidaL  The  case 
was  this :  Don  Nicholas  Maria  Vidal  had  been  an  officer  of 
the  Spanish  Government,  an  auditor  of  war ;  and  died  at 
Pensacola  in  1807,  leaving  considerable  property,  and  four 
children,  minors,  and  all  girls— the  ofifepring  of  a  connection 
with  a  qviod^oon  woman  — of  coarse  illegitimate.  The 
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late  war,  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  ascertain- 
ing the  expenses  of  the  army  for  those  years,  and  so 
as  to  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  embrace  them  in  the 
comparative  view  called  for ;  though  it  is  believed,  if 
it  could  be  embraced  in  the  comparison,  the  result 
would  not  vary  materially  from  that  founded  on  the 
expenditure  of  the  year  1818,  in  which  year  a  sepa- 
ration was  made,  for  the  first  time,  between  the  cur- 
rent expenses  of  the  army,  and  the  arrearages  grow- 
ing out  of  the  expenditures  of  the  late  war. 


property  he  gave  by  will  to  these  children,  and  during  four- 
teen years  that  had  elapsed  since  his  death,  they  had  not 
been  able  to  obtain  possession  of  any  part  of  it.  Claims 
were  set  up  against  the  estate,  and  suits  instituted,  and  sales 
made,  and  the  proceeds  went  into  the  hands  of  the  strdng 
house  of  Forbes  and  Company,  and  John  Innerarity,  as  de- 
positaries; and  who  proved,  in  one  respect,  to  be  very  safe 
depositaries,  as  the  heirs  could  get  nothing  from  them. 
Great  illegalities  and  frauds  had  been  committed  in  the  pro- 
ceedings against  the  estate — so  flagrant  in  one  instance  that 
the  sale  of  16,000  acres  of  land,  twice  made,  had  been  twice 
set  aside  for  fraud ;  and  once  by  Callava  himself  acting  as 
judge.  Property  sold  in  New  Orleans,  and  other  places, 
brought  nothing  to  the  children :  the  proceeds  went  into  the 
hands  of  the  depositaries,  and  although  decrees  were  repeat- 
edly made,  ordering  them  to  account  with  the  heirs,  yet 
every  decree  remained  without  execution.  This  was  the 
state  of  the  case  when  the  Floridas  changed  hands,  and  the 
Americans  arrived  to  supersede  the  Spanish  authorities. 
The  Vidal  estate,  so  far  as  the  heirs  and  the  depositaries 
were  concerned,  remained  as  it  had  done  for  fourteen  years 
— the  depositaries,  and  some  claimants,  the  whole  bene- 
ficiaries of  the  estate ;  the  heirs,  aliens  to  their  fether's 
property.  And  now,  a  new  feature  of  oppression  developed 
itself.  ,  The  records  of  the  case  were  to  be  carried  off  by 
Callava !  By  the  treaty  all  the  archives  of  the  province, 
and  all  evidences  of  titles  and  judicial  proceedings,  were  to 
be  delivered  up  to  the  American  authorities ;  and  the  great- 
er part  were  so  delivered.  But  the  papers  in  this  case  of 
Vidal,  and  some  others,  formed  an  exception ;  and  were  re- 
tained by  the  Governor  to  be  carried  to  the  Havannah.  If 
this  was  done,  there  was  an  end  of  justice  to  the  children 
of  Vidal.  They  heard  what  was  to  be  done :  they  applied 
to  American  lawyers:  and  they  brought  the  case  before 
General  Jackson,  as  the  supreme  judicial  authority  of. 
Florida.  He  took  cognizance  of  it— found  all  the  statements 
made  to  him  to  be  true ;  and  immediately  instituted  those 
proceedings  for  the  recovery  of  the  papers  which  led  to  the 
arrest  of  Domingo  Sousa,  FoUarat,  Callava,  Fromentln,  ^nd 
others.  The  design  of  all  these  arrests  was  to  coerce  the 
delivery  of  the  papers,  which  being  accomplished,  the  ar- 
rested and  imprisoned  persons  were  set  at  liberty,  and  the 
cause  regularly  proceeded  with  before  Governor  Jack6on.in 
his  supreme  judicial  capacity,  and  justice  done  to  the  heirs 
of  VidaL  In  the  United  States,  where  people  are  accus- 
tomed to  the  regular  administration  of  justice,  the  sum- 
mary and  energetic  proceedings  of  General  Jac^on  ap- 
peared to  be  harsh,  and  even  lawless ;  but  they  were  all  jus- 
tified by  the  Administration,  and  sanctioned  by  the  negative 
action  of  Congress ;  and  in  Florida,  where  they  took  place, 
and  where  it  was  seen  that  no  wealth  or  power  could  screen 
the  oppressor ;  and  that  governors,  judges,  and  rich  mer- 
chants were  laid  by  the  heels,  like  common  offenders;  and 
the  protecting  shield  of  law  and  justice  thrown  over  the 
most  humble  and  helpless :  in  this  provinoe,  so  long  a  prey 
to  oppression  and  corruption,  the  conduct  of  General  Jack- 
son appeared  like  an  emanation  of  divine  justice,  great^ 
exalting  the  American  character. 
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Table  A,  docompanying  this  report,  is  the  state- 
ment of  the  Second  Auditor,  and  exhibits  a  view  of 
the  expenditures  of  the  Army  proper,  including  the 
Military  Academy,  from  the  year  1818  to  1821,  in- 
clusive ;  from  which  it  appears  that  the  expenditures, 
after  deducting  for  the  increased  expense,  on  account 
of  the  Seminole  War,  in  1818,  were,  respectively,  for 
those  years,  13,702,495  04,  $3,374,781  95,  $816,414 
11,  and  $2,180,093  53;  adding  to  the  expenditure 
of  the  last  year  the  arrearages  of  the  Quartermaster's 
department,  and  subtracting  the  expenditure  inci- 
dent to  the  reducing  the  Military  Establishment  in 
June  last,  the  estimate  for  the  expenditure  of  the 
year  1822,  includmg  the  balances  of  such  of  the  ap- 
propriations of  the  last  year  as  are  required  for  the 
service  of  this,  amount  to  $1,800,424  85. 

Table  B,  is  an  abstract  of  the  general  returns  of 
the  Army,  for  the  years  1818,  1819,  1820,  and  1821, 
showing  the  number  of  officers  and  enlisted  men,  as 
reported  by  the  last  returns  received  at  the  Adjutant 
General's  office,  together  with  the  academic  staff  and 
military  school  at  West  Point,  to  which  is  added  the 
number  of  the  Mihtary  Establishment,  by  the  pres- 
ent organization,  for  the  year  1822.  From  the  ex- 
hibit in  the  table,  it  appears  that  the  average  strength 
of  the  Army,  including  officers  and  cadets,  for 
the  year  1818,  was  8,199;  for  1819,  8,428;  for 
1820,  9,693;  for  1821,  8,109;  and  that,  from  the 
organization  of  the  pjesent  Military  Establishment, 
if  the  rank  and  file  are  kept  fuU,  the  strength,  for 
1822,  will  amount  to  6,442. 

It  also  appears,  from  the  same  table,  that  the  com- 
missioned officers  were,  in  proportion  to  the  cadets 
and  rank  and  file  of  the  army,  in  service,  for  those 
years,  thus : 


the  principal  cities,  have  been  the  guides  in  fixing  on 
those  allowances.  To  the  Quartermaster's  disburse- 
ments no  additions  have  been  made,  as  any  reduc- 
tion which  may  have  taken  place  in  the  price  of  sup- 
plies furnished  by  that  department,  has  been  more 
than  balanced  by  the  increased  expenditures  to  which 
it  has  been  subject  from  the  extension  and  multipli- 
cation of  the  frontier  posts. 

From  table  C,  it  appears  that  the  expenditures  of 
the  army,  (additions  being  made  as  above  stated,  for 
the  reduction  in  prices  of  stores  and  supplies  in  the 
years  subsequent  to  1818,  so  as  to  raise  the  prices  of 
those  years  to  the  standard  of  those  of  that  year,) 
would  amount  to — 


In  1818 
In  1819 
In  1820 
In  1821 
And  by  estimates  for  1822 


$3,702,495  04 

3,663,735  16 

3,061,884  00 

2,327,552  13 

1,929,179  91 


In  1818,  as 
In  1819,  as 
In  1820,  as 
In  1821,  as 
In  1822,  as 


1  to  11.75. 
1  to  12.11. 
1  to  13.57. 
1  to  12.18. 
1  to  10.25. 


_  Table  C,  exhibits  the  result  of  the  comparative 
wiew  of  the  expenditures  of  the  army  for  the  years 
1818,  1819,  1820,  and  1821,  and  estimates  of  expen- 
ditures for  1822.  To  illustrate  distinctly  the  opera- 
tions of  the  present  system,  in  controlhng  the  dis- 
.bursements  of  the  army,  through  the  instrumentality 
of  a  proper  organized  staff,  the  items  composing  the 
■expenditures  of  the  army  have  been  classed  under  two 
idivisions,  viz : 

First.  Those  which  are  fixed  by  law,  and  which 
cannot  be  materially  affected  by  administration ;  such 
as,  pay  to  the  officers  and  men,  subsistence  to  the 
former,  and  the  allowance  to  them  for  servants,  for- 
age, transportation  for  baggage,  &c. 

Secondly.  Those  items  which  are  embraced  under 
the  general  character  of  supplies  for  the  army,  and 
which  may  be  reduced  by  correct  administration; 
such  as,  subsistence  to  soldiers,  clothing,  Quarter- 
master's and  medical  stores.  As  most  of  the  articles 
embraced  under  the  above  denomination,  are  exposed 
to  fluctuate  in  price,  and  a  considerable  reduction 
took  placein  Jibe  medical,  subsistence,  and  clothing 
supphes,  within  the  periods  compared,  proper  allow- 
ances have  been  made  on  that  aceount,  amounting, 
in  the  price  of  provisions,  from  forty  to  thirty-nine 
and  a,  half  per  centum,  and,  in  that  of  clothing  and 
medical  stores,  from  seven  to  eight  and  a  half  per 
centum.  The  contracts  made  by  the  different  de- 
|)artments,  and  the  price  cmTcnts  for  those  years,  in 


From  the  above  data  and  average  strength  of  each 
year,  conformably  to  an  abstract  of  the  general  re- 
turns of  the  army,  it  results  that  the  average  cost  of 
the  army,  for  each  individaal,  taking  the  aggregate 
of  the  officers,  professors  of  the  Military  Academy, 
cadets,  and  enlisted  men,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  was — 

For  the  year  1818 : 
In  expenditures, not  materially  affected  by 

administration,  on  an  average,  each  -  $151  93 
Its  expenditures  which  may  be  affected  by 

administration,  on  an  average,  each   -        299   64 


Total  average  cost  for  officers  and  en- 
listed men,  &c.,  each  -  $451   57 


For  the  year  1819. 

In  expenditures  of  the  first  class,  each  $158  72 

In  expenditures  of  the  second  class,  each  275  98 

Total  average  cost,  each  $434  70 

For  tlie  year  1820. 

In  expenditures  of  the  first  class,  each      -  $140  45 

In  expenditures  of  the  second  class,  each  178  43 


Total  average  cost,  each 


$315   88 


For  the  year  1821. 

In  expenditures  of  the  first  class,  each  $136  62 

In  expenditures  of  the  second  class,  each         150   40 


Total  average  cost 


$287  02 


For  the  year  1822. 
Conformably  to  estimates,  of  the  first  class, 

each        -        .  |i55  30 

Conformably  to  estimates,    of  the  second 

class,  each        -        .        _        _         _      14^  jg 


Total  average  cost,  each 


$299  46 


From  the  above,  it  appears  that  there  has  been  an 
actual  annual  reduction  in  the  average  expense  of 
each  officer  and  soldier  in  the  service — 

In  the  year  1819,  of  -       $16  87  each. 

In  the  year  1820,  of       -  135  69  each. 
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In  the  year  1821,  of 

And  by  estimates  for  1822,  of  - 


164  55  each. 
153  11  each. 


The  act  of  Congress  for  organizing  the  general 
staff,  agreeably  to  its  present  formation,  was  not  ap- 
proved until  the  14th  of  April,  1818 ;  and  the  change 
in  the  system  for  controlling  the  disbursements  of  the 
army,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  chiefs  of  each 
department  located  at  Washington,  could  not  be 
sufficiently  matiu-ed  before  the  close  of  the  year  1819  ; 
which,  with  the  additional  expense  to  which  -the 
Quartermaster's  department  was  unavoidably  sub- 
jected in  the  year  1§19,  from  occupying  advanced 
military  posts  on  the  Missouri  and  Mississippi  Rivers, 
will  account  for  the  comparatively  little  reduction  in 
the  expenditure  in  that  year. 

The  expenditure  for  the  year  1822,  compared  with 
the  aggregate  of  individuals  composing  the  Military 
Establishment,  though  favorable  as  contrasted  with 
the  expenses  of  1818,  1819,  and  1820,  is  not  so  with 
1821.  This  difference  is  accounted  for  from  the 
present  organization  of  the  Military  Establishment, 
the  officers  being  in  larger  proportion  to  the  rank  and 
file  than  under  the  former  organization.  But,  if  we 
should  suppose  the  proportion  to  be  the  same,  the 
comparison,  founded  on  the  estimates  for  1822,  would 
be  more  favorable  in  its  results  than  in  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  preceding  year.  From  table  C,  it  fur- 
ther appears  that  the  army  for  the  year  1818,  being 
8,199  strong,  including  general  staff,  professors  of 
the  Military  Academy,  cadets,  and  enlisted  men,  cost 
for  that  year  $3,702,495  04  ;  and  that  for  the  same 
numerical  force,  at  the  rate  of  expenditures  in  1818, 
would  have  cost — 


For  the  year  1819 
For  the  year  1820 
For  the  year  1821 
And  on  the  estimates  for  1822  - 


§3,664,105  30 

2,589,900  12 

.2,353,276  98 

2,455,272  51 

After  making  an  allowance  for  the  difference  in 
prices  of  articles  of  supplies,  as  above  stated,  the  re- 
sults in  favor  of  the  latter  years  are,  respectively, 
$138,389  74,  $1,112,594  92,  ,$1,349,218,  and $1,247,- 
222  50. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 
Hon.  PHiLrp  P.  Baeboue, 

Speaker  House  of  Representatives  U.  S. 


Wednesday,  March  6. 
Case  of  Judge  Tait. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
addressed  to  him,  by  Edwin  Lewis,  of  Alabama, 
complaining  of  alleged  oflScial  misconduct  on  the 
part  of  Charles  Tait,  district  judge  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  Alabama. 

The  letter  was  read. 

Mr.  Tatlob  moved  to  refer  the  letter,  with 
the  documents  enclosed  in  it,  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  N'orth  Carolina,  objected  to 
the  reference,  as  giving  too  much  importance  to 
the  complaints  of  a  person,  who  had  heretofore 
laid  before  the  House  charges  against  Judge 
Toulmin,  and  failed  to  substantiate  them.  He 
subsequently  wirhdrew  his  opposition,  and  ac- 
ceded to  the  reference. 

Mr.  MooEE,  of  Alabama,  said  he  had  prepared 


a  resolve  on  the  subject,  which  he  supposed 
would  meet  the  views  of  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  viz :  That  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
official  conduct  of  Judge  Tait,  &c. 

Mr.  Williams  said  that  such  a  resolution 
would  give  a  very  diflFerent  aspect  from  that  of 
a  mere  reference  of  the  papers  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  and  he  was,  therefore,  opposed  to 
it.  Let  the  papers  be  sent,  as  now  moved,  said 
Mr.  W.,  to  the  Judi»iary  Committee,  and  they 
will  come,  I  have  no  doubt,  to  a  very  correct 
conclusion  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Teimble  suggested  that  it  would  not  look 
well  to  be  more  anxious  to  inquire  into  cases  of 
controversy  between  citizens  and  judges  than 
between  generals  and  judges:  and  thought 
General  Jackson's  case  had  better  be  referred 
along  with  Mr.  Lewis's  to  the  same  committee. 

The  question  of  a  reference  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  of  the  papers  presented  by  the 
Speaker,  was  then  agreed  to  without  opposi- 
tion. 


Feidat,  March  8. 
Spanish  American  Fromnces. 
A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pbesidbnt 
OF  THE  United  States,  as  follows : 

To  tJiA  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 
In  transmitting  to  the  House  of  Representatives  the 
documents  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  that  House, 
of  the  30th  January,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  invite 
the  attention  of  Congress  to  a  very  important  sub- 
ject, and  to  communicate  the  sentiments  of  the  Exec- 
utive on  it,  that,  should  Congress  entertain  similar 
sentiments,  there  may  be  such  co-operation  between 
the  two  departments  of  the  government,  as  their  re- 
spective rights  and  duties  may  require. 

The  revolutionary  movement  in  the  Spanish  prov- 
inces in  this  hemisphere,  attracted  the  attention  and 
excited  the  sympathy  of  our  fellow-citizens  from  its 
commencement.  This  feeling  was  natural  and  hon- 
orable to  them,  from  causes  which  need  not  he  com- 
municated to  yon.  It  has  been  gratifying  to  all  to 
see  the  general  acquiescence  which  has  been  mani- 
fested in  the  policy  which  the  constituted  authorities 
have  deemed  it  proper  to  pursue  in  regard  to  this 
contest.  As  soon  as  the  movement  assumed  such  a 
steady  and  consistent  form  as  to  make  the  success  of 
the  provinces  probable,  the  rights  to  which  they  were 
entitled  by  the  law  of  nations,  as  equal  parties  to  a 
civil  war,  were  extended  to  them.  Each  party  was 
permitted  to  enter  our  ports  with  its  public  and  pri- 
vate ships,  and  to  take  from  them  every  article  which 
was  the  subject  of  commerce  with  other  nations. 
Our  citizens,  also,  have  caiTied  on  commerce  with 
both  parties,  and  the  Government  has  protected  it, 
with  each,  in  articles  not  contraband  of  war.  Through 
the  whole  of  this  contest  the  United  States  have  re- 
mained neutral,  and  have  fuMUed  with  the  iijinost 
impartiality,  all  the  obligations  incident  to  that  "char- 
acter. 

This  contest  has  now  reached  such  a  stage,  and 
been  attended  with  such  decisive  success  on  the  part 
of  the  provinces,  that  it  merits  the  most  profoimd  con- 
sideration, whether  their  right  to  the  rank  of  inde- 
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pendent  nations,  with  all  the  advantages  incident  to 
it,  in  their  intercourse  with  the  United  States,  is  not 
complete.  Buenos  Ayres  assumed  that  rank  hy  a 
formal  declaration  in  1816,  and  has  enjoyed  it  since 
1810  free  from  invasion  hy  the  parent  coimtry.  The 
provinces  composing  the  Kepublio  of  Colombia,  after 
having  separately  declared  their  independence,  were 
united  by  a  fundamental  law  of  the  17th  of  December, 
1819.  A  strong  Spanish  force  occupied,  at  that  time, 
certain  parts  of  the  territory  within  their  limits,  and 
waged  a  destructive  war.  That  force  has  since  been 
repeatedly  defeated,  and  the  whole  of  it  either  made 
prisoners  or  destroyed,  or  expelled  from  the  country, 
with  the  exception  of  an  inconsiderable  portion  only, 
which  is  blockaded  in  two  fortresses.  The  prov- 
inces on  the  Pacific  have  likewise  been  very  successful. 
Chili  declared  independence  in  1818,  and  baa  since 
enjoyed  it  undisturbed ;  and  of  late,  by  the  assistance 
of  Chili  and  Buenos  Ayres,  the  revolution  has  ex- 
tended to  Peru.  Of  the  movement  in  Mexico  our 
information  is  less  authentic,  but  it  is,  nevertheless, 
distinctly  understood,  that  the  new  Government  has 
declared  its  independence,  and  that  there  is  now  no 
opposition  to  it  there,  or  force  to  make  any.  For  the 
last  three  years  the  Government  of  Spain  has  not 
sent  a  single  corps  of  troops  to  any  part  of  that  coun- 
try ;  nor  is  there  any  reason  to  believe  it  will  send 
any  in  future.  Thus,  it  is  manifest,  that  all  those 
provinces  are  not  only  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  their 
independence,  but,  considering  the  state  of  the  war 
and  other  circumstances,  that  there  is  not  the  most 
remote  prospect  of  their  being  deprived  of  it. 

When  the  result  of  such  a  contest  is  manifestly  set- 
tled, the  new  Governments  have  a  claim  to  recogni- 
tion by  other  powers,  which  ought  not  to  be  resisted. 
Civil  wars  too  often  excite  feelings  which  the  parties 
cannot  control.  The  opinion  entertained  by  other 
powers  as  to  the  resiilt,  may  assuage  those  feelings 
and  promote  an  accommodation  between  them  useful 
and  honorable  to  both.  The  delay  which  has  been 
observed  in  making  a  decision  on  this  important  sub- 
ject, win,  it  is  presumed,  have  afforded  an  unequivo- 
cal proof  to  Spain,  as  it  must  have  done  to  other  pow- 
ers, of  the  high  respect  entertained  by  the  United 
States  for  her  rights,  and  of  their  determination  not 
to  interfere  with  them.  The  provinces  belonging  to 
this  hemisphere  are  our  neighbors,  and  have,  succes- 
sively, as  each  portion  of  the  country  acquired  its 
independence,  pressed  their  recognition  by  an  appeal 
to  facts  not  to  be  contested,  and  which  they  thought 
gave  them  a  just  title  to  it.  To  motives  of  interest 
this  Government  has  invariably  disclaimed  all  pre- 
tension, being  resolved  to  take  no  part  in  the  contro- 
versy, or  other  measure  in  regard  to  it,  which  should 
not  merit  the  sanction  of  the  civilized  world.  To 
other  claims  a  just  sensibility  has  been  always  felt, 
and  frankly  acknowledged,  but  they,  in  themselves, 
ooTild  never  become  an  adequate  cause  of  action.  It 
was  incumbent  on  this  Government  to  look  to  every 
important  fact  and  circumstance  on  which  a  sound 
opinion  could  be  formed,  which  has  been  done. 
When  we  regard,  then,  the  great  length  of  time  which 
this  war  has  been  prosecuted,  the  complete  success 
which  has  attended  it  in  favor  of  the  provinces,  the 
present  condition  of  the  parties,  and  the  utter  ina- 
bility of  Spain  to  produce  any  change  in  it,  we  are 
compelled  to  conclude  that  its  fate  is  settled,  and  that 
the  provinces  which  have  declared  their  independ- 
ence, and  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  it,  ought  to  be  re- 
cognized. 


Of  the  views  of  the  Spanish  Government  on  this 
subject,  no  particular  information  has  been  recently 
received.  It  may  be  presumed  that  the  successful 
progress  of  the  revolution,  through  such  a  long  series 
of  years,  gaining  strength,  and  extending  annually  in 
every  direction,  and  embracing,  by  the  late  impor- 
tant events,  with  little  exception,  all  the  dominions 
of  Spain  south  of  the  United  States,  on  this  continenii 
placing  thereby  the  complete  sovereignty  over  the 
whole  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  will  reconcile  the 
parent  country  to  an  accommodation  with  them,  on 
the  basis  of  their  unqualified  independence.  Nor  baa 
any  authentic  information  been  recently  received  of 
the  disposition  of  other  powers  respecting  it,  A  sin- 
cere desire  has  been  cherished  to  act  in  concert  with 
them  in  the  proposed  recognition,  of  which  several 
were  some  time  past  duly  apprised,  but  it  was  under- 
stood that  they  were  not  prepared  for  it.  The  im- 
mense space  between  those  powers,  even  those  which 
border  on  the  Atlantic,  and  these  provinces,  makes 
the  movement  an  affair  of  less  interest  and  excite- 
ment to  them  than  to  us.  It  ig  probable,  therefore, 
that  they  have  been  less  attentive  to  its  progress 
than  we  have  been.  It  may  be  presumed,  however, 
that  the  late  events  will  dispel  all  doubt  of  the 
result. 

In  proposing  this  measure,  it  is  not  contemplated 
to  change  thereby,  in  the  slightest  manner,  our 
friendly  relations  with  either  of  the  parties,  but  to 
observe,  in  aU  respects,  as  heretofore,  should  the  war 
be  continued,  the  most  perfect  neutrality  between 
them.  Of  this  friendly  disposition,  an  assurance  will 
be  given  to  the  Government  of  Spain,  to  whom  it  is 
presumed  it  will  be,  as  it  ought  to  be,  satisfactory. 
The  measure  is  proposed,  under  a  thorough  convic- 
tion that  it  is  in  strict  accord  with  the  law  of  na- 
tions ;  that  it  is  just  and  right  as  to  the  parties ;  and 
that  the  United  States  owe  it  to  their  station  and 
character  in  the  world,  as  well  as  to  their  essential 
interests  to  adopt  it.  Should  Congress  concur  in  the 
view  herein  presented,  they  wiU  doubtless  see  the 
propriety  of  making  the  necessaiy  appropriations  for 
carrying  it  into  effect. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
WASHiNGioif,  Marck  8,  1822. 

[Accompanying  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  was  the  following  report:] 

Depabtuent  op  State, 
Washington,  March  7,  1822. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  referred 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
20th  of  January  last,  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  lay  before  that  House  such  commu- 
nications as  might  be  in  the  possession  of  the  Execu- 
tive from  the  agent  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
Governments  south  of  the  United  States  which  have 
declared  their  independence;  and  the  communica- 
tions from  the  agents  of  such  Governments  in  the 
United  States,  with  the  Secretary  of  State,  as  tend 
to  show  the  political  condition  of  their  Governments, 
and  the  state  of  war  between  them  and  Spain,  as  it 
might  be  consistent  with  the  public  interest  to  com- 
municate, has  the  honor  of  submitting  to  the  Presi- 
dent the  papers  required  by  that  resolution. 

The  communications  from  the  agents  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  are  only  those  most  recently  received,  and 
exhibiting  their  views  of  the  actual  condition  of  the 
several  South  American  revolutionary  Governments. 
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No  commanication  has  yet  been  received  from  Mr. 
Prevost  since  Ms  arrival  at  Lima. 

There  has  been  hitherto  no  agent  of  the  United 
States  in  Mexico ;  but  among  the  papers  herewith 
submitted  is  a  letter  recently  received  from  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  who  has  been  some  years  re- 
.  siding  there,  containing  the  best  information  in  pos- 
session of  the  Government,  concerning  the  late  revo- 
lution in  that  country,  and  specially  of  the  character 
embraced  by  the  resolution  of  the  House. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

To  the  Pkesident  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  CoKDioT  moved  to  refer  the  Message, 
and  documents  accompanjfing  it,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Eelatioris. 

Mr.  Ehea  preferred  that  they  should  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  F.  Jones,  and  Mr.  Lowndes,  preferred 
that  the  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  as  the  course  most 
conformable  to  custom,  and  in  itself  the  most 
proper.  The  first  named  of  these  gentlemen 
expressed  his  great  satisfaction  in  having  re- 
ceived such  a  Message,  and  his  regret  that  it 
had  not  been  sent  earlier. 

The  question  to  refer  the  papers  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  was  negatived ;  and  they 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations. 

On  the  question  to  print  the  documents,  Mr. 
Cook  supported  that  motion.  The  papers,  he 
said,  had  a  close  hearing  on  the  subject,  and 
were  from  official  sources.  Not  having  himself 
that  intuitive  knowledge  of  the  subject  which 
some  gentlemen  seemed  to  possess,  he  wished 
these  documents  to  be  printed,  that  he  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  examining  them. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  both  or- 
dered to  be  printed.  The  question  was  stated 
on  printing  five  thousand  copies  of  the  Message 
— ^when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlob,  (at  six 
o'clock  nearly,)  the  House  adjourned. 


Satueday,  March  9. 
National  Medah. 

Mr.  Poinsett,  from  the  Joint  Library  Com- 
mittee, made  the  following  report : 

"  The  Committee  on  the  Library  of  Congress,  to 
which  was  referred  a  letter  from,  Mr.  George  W. 
Erving,  announcing  that  he  had  transmitted  to  the 
Speaker  of  this  House  a  collection  of  medals,  coined 
in  commemoration  of  some  of  the  most  important 
military  successes  of  France,  under  its  republican 
Government,  and  under  that  of  Napoleon ;  as  well  as 
those  marking  less  important  epochs  in  the  history 
of  that  empire,  together  with  the  only  medals  coined 
in  that  country  relating  to  the  events  of  our  Eevolu- 
tion,  and  requesting,  through  him,  to  present  this 
collection  to  the  Libraiy  of  Congress,  have  agreed  to 

report :  ,      ,  , , 

"  That,  from  a  letter  addressed  to  the  honorable 
Mr.  Dickerson,  of  the  Senate,  by  the  collector  of  the 
port  of  New  York,  it  appears  that  the  medals  were 
shipped  at  Havre,  on  board  the  brig  factor,  in  the 


Summer  of  1810,  bound  to  New  York,  which  vessel 
has  not  since  been  heard  of,  and  is  supposed  to  have 
foundered  at  sea. 

"  The  loss  of  this  very  valuable  collection  of 
medals  is  the  more  to  be  regretted,  as  there  is  reason 
to  believe  that  the  dies  from  which  they  were  struck 
have  been  since  destroyed,  and  these  medals  are  now, 
therefore,  extremely  rare  and  costly. 

"  The  committee  recommend  that  they  be  author- 
ized to  purchase,  for  the  Library,  the  medals  struck 
in  France  relating  to  the  events  of  our  Revolution, 
and  which  may  stUl  be  bought  at  the  Mint,  in  Paris. 

"  The  practice,  so  general  in  Europe,  of  multiply- 
ing medals  struck  in  commemoration  of  great  events, 
and  of  important  epochs  in  the  annals  of  a  nation, 
ought,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  to  be  adopt- 
ed in  this  country.  This  would  enable  the  public 
libraries  and  individuals  throughout  the  United 
States  to  acquire  aU  the  medals  which  have  been 
struck  in  commemoration  of  events  of  our  Eevolu- 
tion,  and  of  our  late  naval  and  military  successes. 
They,  therefore,  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing joint  resolution : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represetita- 
tims  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  as- 
sembled. That  the  Director  of  the  Mint  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  instracted  to  cause  a  reasonable  number  of 
the  medals  commemorative  of  important  events  in 
the  history  of  the  United  States  to  be  coined,  at  such 
times  as  shall  not  interfere  with  the  ordinary  busi- 
ness of  the  Mint,  and  to  be  sold  at  =•.  price  adequate 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  coining." 

The  report  was  read,  and  committed  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Monday 
next. 


Monday,  March  11. 
Report  on  Weights  and  Measures. 
Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  select  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  on  weights  and  measures,  made  the 
following  report,  which  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  the  resolutions : 

The  committee  to  whom  has  been  referred  "  the 
report  on  weights  and  measures,"  made  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  on  the  22d  of  February,  1821, 
report : 

That  so  comprehensive  a  view  has  been  given,  m 
the  documents  referred  to  them,  of  the  origin  and 
history  of  the  measures  and  weights  now  in  use  in 
the  United  States,  and  so  fuU  an  examination  of  the 
different  proposals  which  have  been  made  for  then: 
improvement,  that  they  deem  it  scarcely  necessary 
to  do  more  than  to  submit  the  resolutions  which 
they  think  it  expedient  that  Congress  should  pass  at 
this  tune.  Their  object  is  only  to  "  render  uniform 
and  stable  the  measures  and  weights  which  we  at 
present  possess."  .      „     .a 

To  effect  this,  they  propose  that  the  President 
shaU  cause  appUcation  to  be  made  to  the  EngUsh 
Government  to  allow  models  of  the  yard,  the  Wm- 
ehester  bushel,  wine,  gallon,  and  pound,  (avoirdu- 
pois )  to  be  procured  from  its  offices.  For  the  pur- 
pose of  easy  and  perfect  comparison,  it  may  be  as 
well  that  the  yard  should  be  traced  upon  the  rod  of 
platina  in  the  possession  of  the  Department  of  State, 
on  which  is  traced  the  French  metre.     These  models 
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should  be  made  with  the  utmost  accuracy  which  the 
art  and  science  of  England  can  give,  and,  if  satisfac- 
tory to  Congress,  should  he  declared  the  standard 
yard,  hushel,  liquid  gallon,  and  pound,  of  the  United 
States.  There  is  some  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
the  material  of  which  the  standards  shall  be  formed. 
The  committee  will  not  detain  the  House  by  a  full 
exposition  of  the  reasons  which  led  them  to  conclude, 
that,  at  least,,  the  standards  of  length  and  weight 
should  be  of  platina,  as  the  material  on  which  time 
is  found  to  produce  the  smallest  change.  The  Secre- 
tary of  State,  who  a&opts  an  opposite  opinion,  has 
said  that  "  the  very  extraordinary  properties  of 
platina,  its  unequalled  specific  gravity,  its  infnsibility, 
its  durability,  its  powers  of  resistance  against  all  the 
ordinary  agents  of  destruction  and  change,  give  it 
advantages  and  claims  to  employment  as  a  primary 
standard  for  weights  and  measures  and  coins,  to 
which  no  other  substance  in  nature  has  equal  pre- 
tensions. Should  the  fortunate  period  arrive  when 
the  improvement  in  the  moral  and  political  condition 
of  man  will  admit  of  the  introduction  of  one  univer- 
sal standard  for  the  use  of  all  mankind,  it  is  hoped 
and  believed,  that  the  platina  metre  will  be  that 
standard."  But,  if  the  immutability  of  platina  re- 
commend it  so  strongly  as  a  standard  for  all  nations 
and  all  time,  it  can  hardly  be  amiss  to  adopt  it  for 
the  interval  which  may  elapse  before  the  universal 
adoption  of  a  national  standard.  This  interval  the 
Secretary  and  the  committee  may  be  willing  to 
shorten,  but  it  seems  likely  to  last  as  long  as  diversi- 
ties of  laws  and  language  among  men.  If  the 
standard  pound  shall  be  of  platina,  it  must,  of  course, 
be  made  equiponderant  with  the  English  pound  in 
vacuo,  and  the  same  means  must  be  used  in  making 
the  models  of  weight  which  are  intended  for  distribu- 
tion among  the  States.  The  standards  of  measures 
of  capacity  must,  probably,  be  of  copper  or  brass,  and 
the  carefixl  preservation  of  all  the  standards  may  be 
provided  for  in  the  law  which  shall  establish  them. 
The  committee  think  it  best  that  they  should  be  kept 
in  the  Department  of  State,  and  used  only  to  verify 
the  models  which  may  be  issued  under  the  authority 
of  Government. 

The  committee  believe  that,  by  distributing  accu- 
rate copies  of  these  standards  among  the  States,  the 
present  inequality  of  weights  and  measures  will  be  so 
far  removed  as  to  leave  little  practical  inconvenience 
in  that  regard.  They  propose  that  the  President 
shall  cause  to  be  procured  such  a  number  of  copies 
or  models  of  these  standards  of  weight  and  measure 
(with  their  most  convenient  multiples  and  divisions) 
as  may  be  necessary  to  allow  one  model  of  each 
standard  to  he  lodged  with  the  clerk  of  each  district 
court  of  the  United  States,  and  one  to  he  given  to 
each  State  and  Territory,  to  be  disposed  of  as  its 
Legislature  may  direct.  The  most  convenient  ma- 
terial for  those  copies  will  probably  be  copper  or 
brass,  but  the  determination  of  this  question  may 
best  be  referred  to  the  authority  which  shall  procure 
them. 

It  is  believed  that  no  other  obligation  will  be  re- 
qmred  to  enforce,  on  the  part  of  the  officers  in  the 
seraoe  of  the  United  States,  the  use  of  weights  and 
measures  conformed  to  the  standards  established  by 
law,  than  that  which  a  sense  of  duty  and  a  depend- 
ence upon  the  Government  for  tlieir  continuance  in 
office  must  produce.  The  committee  think  it  best, 
that  Congress,  after  providing  the  standards  of 
weights  and  measures,  and  fumishipg  models  of  them 


to  every  State,  should  leave  it  to  the  laws  of  the 
several  States  to  enforce  their  use  by  persons  who 
are  not  in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  In  the 
custom-house  and  land  offices,  the  measures  and 
weights  may  be  provided  from  the  same  funds,  and 
under  the  same  authority,  which  have  been  hitherto 
employed.  The  committee  suppose  it  necessary  only 
to  provide  for  such  a  distribution  of  models  as  may 
make  it  easy  to  verify  the  weights  and  measures 
which  may  be  used  either  by  public  officers,  or  in 
private  transactions.  It  was  proposed  by  a  former 
committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  a  re- 
port made  in  January,  1819,  that  the  relations  be- 
tween the  different  standards  should  be  accurately 
ascertained  and  declared  in  the  law  which  should  es- 
tablish them. 

It  was  observed,  that  "  the  determination  of  the 
proportions  between  lineal  measures  and  measures 
of  capacity,  and  between  both  these  and  weights, 
may  have  some  effect  in  enabling  us  to  detect,  with- 
out too  difficult  a  process,  the  defects  of  measures  of 
capacity,  and  possibly  of  weights  in  common  use. 
For  this  purpose  it  would  perhaps  be  convenient  to 
establish,  not  merely  the  cubical  contents  of  the 
common  measures  of  capacity,  but  to  fix  determinate 
forms  for  all  these,  and  dimensions  whose  correctness 
might  be  ascertained  by  the  common  measures  of 
length."  But  the  relations  between  the  standards 
cannot  be  ascertained  with  that  absolute  certainty 
which  should  be  exacted  in  a  law  fixing  permanent 
standards.  The  calculation  of  the  dimensions  of 
vessels  of  capacity  is  found,  even  by  the  most  practi- 
cal artists,  to  he  so  uncertain,  that  they  rely  entire- 
ly upon  the  trials  by  the  weight  of  water  which  they 
contain.  It  is  of  some  importance,  that  the  forms 
of  measures  of  capacity,  which  are  used  in  com- 
merce, should  be  left  to  depend  upon  the  material,  or 
the  art  which  it  is  found  most  convenient  in  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  our  country  to  employ.  And,  in  fine, 
those  relations  and  dimensions  which  it  is  useful  to 
know,  will  be  ascertained  by  philosophical  inquiry, 
and  published  in  books  of  easy  reference.  Indeed, 
they  have  been  so. 

The  committee  have  proposed  to  establish  but  one 
standard  of  weight.  It  will  be  necessary  that  accu- 
rate models  of  the  grain  and  its  usual  multiples, 
should  he  provided  to  verify  the  weights  which  are 
used  for  the  precious  metals  and  for  medicine.  The 
law  which  shall  establish  the  standard  pound,  may 
declare  the  grain  to  be  the  seven  thousandth  part  of 
the  pound,  as  frequent  and  careful  examination  has 
shown  it  to  be. 

The  committee  submit  the  following  resolutions: 
Resolved  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  assembled, 
That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
(if  the  consent  of  the  Government  of  Great  Britain 
shall  he  given  thereto)  to  cause  to  be  traced  on  a  rod 
of  platina,  the  yard  of  the  year  1601,  which  is  kept 
in  the  British  Exchequer ;  to  cause  to  be  made  of  ■ 
platina  a  pound,  of  the  weight  in  vacuo  of  the  English 
avoirdupois  pound;  and  that  he  also  cause  to  be 
made,  of  whatsoever  material  he  shall  deem  best  for 
standards  of  those  measures,  a  vessel  of  the  same  ca- 
pacity as  the  standard  Winchester  bushel,  and  also  a 
vessel  of  the  same  capacity  as  the  standard  wine  gal- 
lon of  England. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  cause 
to  be  made,  for  distribution  among  the  States  and 
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Territories,  and  for  the  purpose  of  verifying  the 
weights  and  measures  used  therein,  models  of  the 
yard,  on  which  shall  be  traced  its  divisions  of  feet 
and  inches ;  models  of  the  bushel,  half-bushel,  quar- 
ter-bushel, or  peck,  thirty-second  part  of  a  bushel  or 
quart ;  models  of  the  wine  gallon,  of  the  wine  quart 
and  pint ;  models  of  the  pound,  half-pound,  quarter- 
pound,  of  the  sixteenth  of  a  pound  or  ounce ;  of  the 
seven  thousandth  part  of  a  pound  or  grain ;  models 
of  the  pennyweight  or  twenty-four  grains,  of  the 
scruple  or  twenty  grains ;  and,  of  the  apothecaries' 
dram  or  sixty  grains ;  models  of  the  weight  of  twelve 
and  a  half  pounds,  of  twenty-five  pounds,  of  fifty 
pounds,  and  of  one  hundred  pounds;  that  these 
models  of  weight  and  measure  be  formed  with  the 
utmost  practical  exactness  from  the  weight  and 
measures  procured  under  the  authority  of  the  fore- 
going resolution,  and  that  the  number  to  be  procured 
of  each  model  shaE  not  exceed . 


TuESDAT,  March  12. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  from  the  State  of 
New  York,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaee,  elected 
to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resig- 
nation of  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  appeared, 
produced  his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat. 

The  Speakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  certifi- 
cate of  the  election  of  Stephen  Van  Eenssb- 
LABE,  as  one  of  the  Representatives  of  the  State 
of  New  York;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections. 

Hemp  and  Flax  Machine. 
Mr.  BuTLEB,  from  the  Committee  on  Agri- 
culture, made  a  report  favorable  to  the  petition 
of  Anthony  Dey  and  James  McDonald,  praying 
for  encouragement  by  Congress  of  their  in- 
vention for  the  breaking  and  dressing  flax 
and  hemp,  &e.,  recommendiug  a  reference  of 
the  petition  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
with  a  view  to  an  examination  on  the  bearing 
of  the  patent  laws ;  which  was  agreed  to.  The 
report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Agriculture,  to  which  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Anthony  Dey  and  James 
McDonald,  report :  The  petition  alleges,  that  the  said 
McDonald,  at  the  expense  of  the  said  Dey,  Has  in- 
vented and  constructed  a  new  and  useful  machine  for 
breaking  and  cleaning  of  hemp  and  flax,  in  an  unrot- 
ted  state,  and  that  the  said  Dey  has  discovered  the 
means  by  which  hemp  and  flax,  after  being  cleaned  in 
an  unrotted  state  in  their  machine,  may  be  bleached 
by  a  process  hitherto  unknown ;  that  they  believe 
their  method  of  dressing  hemp  and  flax  is  of  very 
great  importance  to  the  agricultural  interest  of  the 
coimtry,  and,  therefore,  ask  an  extension  of  the  ex- 
clusive right  to  make,  construct,  use,  and  vend,  to 
others  to  be  used,  the  said  invention  and  discov- 
ery. 

From  the  evidence  adduced  by  the  petitioners,  it 
appears  that  they  have  invented  a  machine  for  break- 
ing and  cleaning  hemp  and  flax,  in  an  unrotted  state, 
which  is  different  in  its  principles  and  construction 
from  any  machine  that  ever  has  been  used  for  that 
purpose,  and  that  the  said  Dey  has  also  discovered  a 
process,  never  before  used,  for  bleaching  hemp  and 


flax  after  it  has  been  dressed  in  an  unrotted  state. 
And,  also,  it  appears  by  the  certificates  of  respectable 
gentlemen,  who  have  witnessed  the  operation  of  the 
machine,  that  it  wiU,  by  the  power  of  one  horse,  with 
the  assistance  of  one  man  and  three  boys,  separate 
the  integument  and  wood  from  the  fibrous  part  of  the 
hemp  and  flax  plants,  and  clean  the  same,  at  the  rate 
of  one  pound  in  a  fraction  of  time  over  a  minute,  fit 
for  bleaching. 

The  petitioners  further  assure  us,  from  the  opera- 
tion of  one  machine  by  horse  power,  with  the  at- 
tendance of  one  man  and  three  boys,  from  1,600  to 
2,000  pounds  of  unroUed  hemp  or  flax  may  be  clean- 
ed in  a  day,  yielding  from  400  to  500  pounds  after 
it  is  bleached ;  and  that,  by  the  addition  of  another 
machine,  which  can  be  moved  by  the  same  horse, 
with  the  addition  of  one  man  and  one  boy  more, 
from  800  to  1,000  poimds  may  be  cleaned  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  five  doUars.  And  the  committee 
are  informed  by  Mr.  Dey  that  one  man  can  bleach 
350  pounds  of  hemp  or  flax,  after  it  has  been  cleaned 
by  their  machine  in  a  day,  at  an  expense  of  one  dol- 
lar and  seventy-five  cents  for  the  aiticle  which  he 
uses  in  the  process. 

From  these  calculations,  it  appears  that  any  quan- 
tity of  unrotted  hemp  or  flax  taken  from  the  field, 
where  it  is  raised,  may  be  broke,  cleaned,  and 
bleached,  at  a  rate  of  less  than  two  cents  per  pound, 
delivered  in  a  bleached  state ;  and,  allowing  one  cent 
per  pound  for  the  plant,  as  it  comes  from  the  field, 
the  whole  cost,  (except  for  the  wear  of  the  machines,) 
in  growing  this  valuable  plant,  and  breaking,  clean- 
ing, and  bleaching  it,  will  be  less  than  six  cent^  per 
pound.  The  committee  are  not  informed  what  the 
cost  of  hatchehing  or  combing  it,  (which  is  done  after 
it  is  bleached,)  and  preparing  it  for  the  manufacturer, 
would  be,  but  presume  it  will  not  exceed  two  cents 
per  pound.  If  the  information  the  committee  have 
received,  and  their  calculations,  are  correct,  either 
hemp  or  flax  maybe  raised,  dressed,  and  prepared 
for  the  best  manufacture,  at  an  expense  of  eight 
cents,  and  not  exceeding,  in  any  case,  ten  cents  per 
pound. 

By  the  experiments  of  the  petitioners,  and  others, 
it  is  found  that  flax,  dressed  and  hatchelled  in  tho 
ordinary  way,  after  it  has  been  dew-rotted,  yields 
nine  pounds  from  one  hundred  pounds  of  the  plant 
which  has  been  rotted,  being  sixteen  pounds  less  than 
is  produced  from  one  hundred  pounds  of  unrotted  flax, 
cleaned  and  bleached  by  the  method  which  the  peti- 
tioners have  discovered.  But  no  experiments  have 
yet  been  made  to  determine  the  difference  in  the 
weight  of  the  plant,  before  and  after  it  is  rotted ; 
therefore,  it  cannot  now  be  ascertained  how  much 
will  be  saved,  in  quantity,  by  this  method  of  breaking 
and  cleaning  it  before  it  is  rotted.  It  cannot,  how- 
ever, be  doubted,  that  the  common  process  of  rotting 
flax,  especially  by  dew,  destroys  or  injures  many  of 
its  fibres,  and,  of  course,  the  quaUty,  as  well  as  the 
quantity,  must  be,  in  some  degree,  diminished. 

The  committee  have  examined  the  machine,  and 
have  seen  it  operate,  and  believe  it  wUl  prove  one  of 
the  most  important  and  valuable  discoveries.  The 
committee  have,  also,  examined  the  hemp  and  flax 
which  has  been  bleached  in  this  new  method  and 
hatchelled,  and  find  that  the  colored  matter  and 
harshaess  of  the  fibres  are  removed,  and  that  the  flax 
is  rendered  very  white,  and  as  soft  and  fine  as  silk. 
This  method  of  bleaching  hemp  and  flax,  it  is  be- 
lieved, will  be  of  great  value  to  the  grower  and  man- 
ufacturer of  these  plants. 
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Considering  hemp  and  flax  among  the  most  valua- 
ble plants  -which  can  be  cultivated  in  this  countiy, 
and  believing  there  is  an  abundance  of  soil  in  every 
State  in  the  Union  which  is  well  adapted  to  their  cul- 
ture and  growth,  the  committee  are  highly  pleased 
with  the  invention  and  discovery  of  the  petitioners. 
If  hemp  and  flax  can  be  raised  in  this  country  as 
easily  and  as  cheap  as  in  any  other,  and  these  inven- 
tions should  prove  as  valuable  as  the  committee  be- 
lieve they  may,  the  cultivation  of  these  plants  will 
engage  the  attention  of  a  large  portion  of  the  agri- 
culturists, and  become  exceedingly  important  to  the 
United  States.  It  may  be  seen  by  the  statement  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  quantity  and 
value  of  merchandise  imported,  that,  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  30th  of  September,  1821,  86,192  cwt. 
of  hemp,  valued  at  $510,489,  (being  about  $120  per 
ton;)  hempen  goods,  of  the  value  of  $226,174;  duck 
and  sheeting,  of  the  value  of  $894,276 ;  cordage,  of 
the  value  of  $107,868  ;  and  linens,  bleached  and  un- 
bleached, of  the  value  of  $2,564,159,  were  imported 
into  this  country,  amounting  to  $4,302,963,  and  that 
the  whole  value  of  the  exports  of  domestic  and  foreign 
produce  of  the  same  kind,  amounted  only  to  $822,976, 
leaving  the  value  of  $3,479,187  in  the  merchandise 
produced  from  the  hemp  and  flax  plants  to  be  con- 
sumed in  this  country. 

As  the  petitioners  desire  an  extension  of  time,  and 
further  protection  than  is  secured  by  the  patent  law 
in  its  present  form,  and  as  it  is  the  peculiar  province 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  report  any  re- 
vision or  amendment  of  that  law  which  may  be 
deemed  necessary,  your  committee  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Agriculture  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
petition  of  Anthony  Dey  and  James  McDonald,  and 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

Banhrupt  Bill,  a/mended  so  as  to  include  all 
Persons,  whether  Traders,  or  not ;  and  the 
Question  l)eing  upon  Ordering  the  Bill  to  ie 
Engrossed  for  a  Third  Reading, 
Mr.  Bttohanan,  of  Pennsylvania,  addressed 
the  Ohair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker:  Before  the  amendment  pro- 
posed hy  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had 
obtained  the  sanction  of  this  House,  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  bill  should  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  was  one  of  very  great  impor- 
tance. That  question  has,  however,  dwindled 
into  insignificance,  compared  with  the  one  at 
present  under  consideration.  We  are  now 
called  upon  to  decide  the  fate  of  a  measure  of 
awful  importance.  The  most  dreadful  respon- 
sibiUty  rests  upon  us.  We  are  not  now  to  de- 
termine, merely,  whether  a  bankrupt  law  shall 
be  extended  to  the  trading  classes  of  the  com- 
munity; but  whether  it  shall  embrace  every 
citizen  of  this  Union,  and  spread  its  demoraliz- 
ing influence  over  the  whole  surface  of  society. 
The  amendment  which  has  been  adopted  to- 
day, makes  it  my  imperative  duty,  even  at  this 
protracted  period  of  the  debate,  to  trespass 
upon  the  patience  of  the  House.  I  have  the 
honor,  in  part,  of  representing  an  honest,  a 
wealthy,  and  a  respectable  agricultural  commu- 


nity. I  owe  it  to  them,  to  my  conscience,  and 
to  my  God,  not  to  suffer  this  bill  to  pass,  which 
I  conceive  to  be  now  fraught  with  destruction 
to  their  best  interests,  both  moral  and  political, 
without  entering  my  solemn  protest  against  its 
provisions. 

We  have  heard  it  repeated  over  and  over 
again,  by  the  friends  of  a  bankrupt  bill,  that  it 
should  be  confined  to  the  mercantile  classes. 
One  of  the  principal  arguments  urged  in  its 
favor,  by  its  eloquent  supporters,  was,  that 
merchants,  from  the  nature  of  their  pursuits, 
were  exposed  to  the  vicissitudes  of  fortune 
more  than  other  men ;  and  that  therefore  their 
situation  required  a  peculiar  system  of  laws. 
That,  in  this  country,  their  fortunes  had  not 
only  been  exposed  to  the  dangers  commonly 
incident  to  their  profession ;  but,  that  the  com- 
mercial regulations  of  the  Government,  the  em- 
bargo, the  non-intercourse  laws,  and  finally  the 
war,  had  brought  ruin  upon  thousands.  It 
was,  therefbre,  inferred,  that  Congress  were 
under  a  moral  obligation  to  pass  a  bankrupt 
law  for  their  relief. 

The  policy  of  all  the  modem  commercial  na^ 
tions  in  the  world,  was  presented  before  us  for 
our  imitation.  England,  France,  Scotland,  Ire- 
land, Holland,  and  Spain,  we  had  been  told, 
each  extended  a  bankrupt  law  to  the  merchant, 
and  absolved  him  from  the  payment  of  his 
debts,  upon  certain  conditions.  Indeed,  a  great 
portion  of  the  argument  consisted  in  drawing  a 
line  of  distinction  between  traders  and  the  re- 
maining clasess  of  society. 

Judge  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  of  my  astonish- 
ment, when  to-day  I  found  those  very  gentle- 
men voting  in  favor  of  introducing  an  amend- 
ment, extending  the  provisions  of  this  bill  to 
every  individual  in  society,  who  might  ask  to 
become  its  object. 

Will  you  pass  a  bankrupt  law  for  the  farmer! 
WiU  you  teach  that  vast  body  of  your  best  citi- 
zens to  disregard  the  faith  of  contracts  ?  Are 
you  prepared  to  sanction  a  principle  by  which 
the  whole  mass  of  society  wUl  be  in  danger  of 
being  demoralized,  and  it  will  be  left  to  an  elec- 
tion by  every  man's  creditors,  in  which  a  ma- 
jority of  two-thirds  in  number  and  value, 
against  the  consent  of  the  remainder,  shall 
have  the  power  of  discharging  him  from  the 
obligation  of  aU  his  contracts?  Surely  the 
House  of  Representatives  are  not  prepared  to 
answer  these  questions  in  the  aflSrmative.  No 
nation  in  the  world,  whether  commercial  or 
agricultural,  whether  civilized  or  savage,  has 
ever  for  a  moment  entertained  the  idea  of  ex- 
tending the  operation  of  their  bankrupt  laws 
beyond  the  class  of  traders.  Fortunately  for 
om-  constituents,  we  have  not  the  power  of  do- 
ing so.  The  constitution,  correctly  expounded, 
has  proclaimed,  "  hitherto  s"halt  thou  go,  but  no 
farther."  Nothing  but  a  desperate  effort  to  re- 
vive this  expiring  bill,  conld  ever  have  induced 
its  friends  to  have  adopted  the  amendment  which 
has  just  now  been  carried. 
In  the  discussion  of  this  question,  I  can  as- 
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sure  the  House,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  travel 
over  the  ground  which  has  heen  already  occu- 
pied, or  to  repeat  the  arguments  which  have 
heen  already  urged. 

The  suhject  naturally  divides  itself  into  two 
questions — ^the  one  of  constitutional  power,  the 
other  of  policy.  On  the  first,  as  the  bill  stood 
before  the  introduction  of  the  last  amendment, 
I  had  not  a  single  doubt.  Much  as  I  would 
have  deprecated  the  passage  of  the  then  bill,  I 
should  have  been  infinitely  more  alarmed  if  this 
House  had  determined  that  the  enactment  of 
such  a  law  transcended  the  constitutional  power 
of  Congress.  Upon  this  branch  of  the  subject, 
the  ingenious  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  had  not  created  a  doubt  in  my  mind. 
Where  doubts  before  did  exist,  the  argument 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Lowndes,)  and  of  my  honorable  colleague,  (Mr. 
Seegbaut,)  were,  in  my  opinion,  calculated  en- 
tirely to  remove  them,  and  to  carry  conviction 
to  every  understanding. 

A  new  question  of  constitutional  power  has 
now  arisen  on  the  amendment.  The  constitu- 
tion declares  that  "the  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  establish  uniform  laws  on  the  subject 
of  bankruptcies  throughout  the  United  States." 
To  this  provision  I  am  willing  to  give  a  fair  and 
a  liberal  construction.  Congress  have  the  pow- 
er to  discharge  from  their  debts,  on  the  terms 
prescribed  by  the  bill,  all  persons  upon  whom  a 
law  emanating  from  this  clause  of  the  constitu- 
tion, may  legitimately  act.  But  can  Congress 
make  a  law  extending  the  penalties  and  the 
privileges  of  a  bankrupt  system  to  every  indi- 
vidual in  society?  Can  they  embrace  in  its 
provisions  the  farmer,  the  clergyman,  the  phy- 
sician, or  the  lawyer  ?  Such  a  proposition  was 
never  seriously  contended  for  before  this  day. 

By  considering  the  meaning  of  the  term 
hanhrupt,  we  shall  be  able  at  once  to  solye  the 
difficulty.  In  adverting  to  its  origin,  we  find 
the  literal  signification  of  the  word  to  be  a  bro- 
ken counter ;  which,  by  a  figure  of  speech,  has 
been  applied  in  our  language  to  a  broken  mer- 
chant. In  the  commercial  laws  of  aU  the  na- 
'  tions  of  the  continent  of  Europe,  bankruptey  is 
confined  to  merchants,  in  the  strictest  sense  of 
the  word.  The  operation  of  the  bankrupt  laws 
of  England  has  been  extended,  by  judicial  con- 
struction, somewhat  further;  and  they  now 
embrace  within  their  grasp  not  only  the  mer- 
chant, properly  so  called,  but  all  persons  who 
are  traders,  and  are  concerned  in  buying  and 
selling  any  kind  of  merchandise,  unless  they 
have  been  expressly  excepted  by  some  positive 
legislative  provision.  This  exposition  of  the 
law  extends  not  only  to  those  who  sell  any 
commodity  in  the  same  State  in  which  they  pur- 
chased it,  but  also  to  the  manufacturer  and  the 
mechanic  who  bestow  upon  it  their  favor  and 
their  skill,  and  thus  render  it  more  valuable. 
The  biU,  as  it  formerly  stood,  confined  itself  strict- 
ly within  this  range.  Indeed,  it  was  more  circum- 
seribed  as  to  the  persons  on  whom  it  would  have 
operated  than  the  bankrupt  laws  of  England. 


I  am  willing  then  to  expound  the  power  of 
Congress  upon  the  subject  literally.  In  con- 
struing the  constitution.  Congress  ought  not  to 
he  fettered  by  nice  technical  rules.  I  admit 
that  they  have  the  power,  whenever  they  think 
proper  to  caU  it  into  exercise,  of  establishing  a 
system  of  bankruptcy  which  shall  embrace  all 
persons  who  have  ever  been  embraced,  even  by 
the  bankrupt  laws  of  England.  Further  than 
this  they  cannot  proceed,  without  extending  the 
plain  meaning  of  the  word  hankruptcy  as  it  has 
been  received  by  e^ry  commercial  nation  of 
Europe,  and  violating  both  the  letter  and  the 
spirit  of  the  constitution. 

In  making  this  admission,  I  am  sensible  that 
many  may  suppose  I  am  giving  a  latitude  of 
construction  to  the  instrument  which  is  not 
warranted  by  its  spirit.  The  authority  "  to  es- 
tablish uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bank- 
ruptcies throughout  the  United  States,"  is  con- 
tained in  a  clause  of  the  constitution  which  im- 
mediately follows  that  "to  regulate  commerce 
with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the  several 
States,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes."  The  pow- 
er over  bankruptcy  evidently  originated  from, 
and  is  closely  connected  with,  that  over  com- 
merce. This  commerce,  which  Congress  has 
the  power  of  regulating,  is  chiefly,  if  not  exclu- 
sively, conducted  by  merchants  in  the  strictest 
sense  of  the  term,  and  principally  by  that  class 
of  them  denominated  importers.  They  are  the 
men  most  exposed  to  the  vicissitude  of  trade, 
and  on  that  account  are  more  properly  the  ob- 
jects of  such  a  law  than  people  of  any  other 
description.  It  might,  therefore,  with  much 
plausibility  be  contended  that  the  power  of 
Congress  over  bankruptcy  is  confined  to  that 
description  of  merchants. 

Another  argument,  which  would  give  addi- 
tional strength  to  this  construction,  arises  from 
the  general  spirit  of  the  federal  institutions. 
They  do  not  propose  to  embrace  the  internal 
policy  of  the  States.  The  jurisdiction  of  the 
federal  courts  is  confined  by  the  constitution 
to  controversies  between  citizens  of  different 
States,  and  between  foreigners  and  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  To  such  suits  the  mer- 
chants who  carry  on  the  intercourse  with  for- 
eign nations,  and  between  the  different  States, 
are  most  generally  parties. 

The  object  which  I  have  in  view  in  using 
these  arguments,  is  not  to  prove  that  the  con- 
stitutional power  of  Congress  is  confined  to 
such  merchants ;  but  to  show  that  it  is  contrary 
to  the  nature  and  the  spirit  of  our  Government 
to  extend  it  to  all  classes  of  people  in  the  com- 
munity. The  bill  as  it  stood  before  the  amend- 
ment, went  quite  far  enough.  It  would  even  then 
have  brought  the  operation  of  the  law  and  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  federal  com-ts  into  the  bosom  of 
every  community.  The  bill,  however,  asi  it  now 
stands,  if  it  should  pass,  will  entirely  destroy  the 
symmetry  of  our  system,  and  make  those  courts 
the  arbiters  in  almost  every  case  of  contract  to 
which  any  member  of  society,  who  thinks 
proper  to  become  a  bankrupt,  may  be  a  party. 
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It  will  at  once  be,  in  a  great  degree,  a  judicial 
consolidation  of  the  Union.  This  was  never 
intended  by  the  framers  of  the  constitution.  Some 
of  the  terrible  evils  which  would  flow  from  such 
a  system,  I  shall  have  occasion  to  delineate,  when 
I  come  to  speak  of  the  policy  of  its  adoption. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  lay  before  the  House 
my  objections  to  the  passage  of  this  bill.  As  it 
now  stands,  certain  classes  of  society  are  ex- 
posed to  its  adverse  operation  upon  the  commis- 
sion of  any  of  the  acts  of  bankruptcy,  described 
in  its  first  section.  Every  individual  in  the 
community,  including  those  embraced  by  the 
bill  previous  to  the  late  amendment,  may  be- 
come voluntary  bankrupts. 

It  will  be  necessary,  here,  briefly  to  inquire 
who  may  be  declared  bankrupts  against  their 
will.  The  adverse  operation  of  the  law  wiU  not 
be  confined  to  wholesale  and  retail  merchants, 
strictly  speaking,  and  to  dealers  in  exchange, 
bankers,  brokers,  factors,  underwriters,  and 
marine  insurers.  By  the  construction  which 
has  been  placed  upon  the  words  "  other  person, 
actually  using  the  trade  of  merchandise,  by 
buying  and  selliug,  in  gross  or  by  retail,"  not 
only  every  dealer  ia  any  article,  but  every  man- 
ufacturer or  mechanic  who  purchases  any  ma- 
terial, bestows  his  skill  and  labor  upon  it,  and 
sells  it  in  its  improved  state,  falls  within  the 
compulsory  branch  of  this  bill,  unless  expressly 
excepted  by  the  proviso  in  its  first  section.  Thus 
the  distiller  who  purchases  grain,  converts  it 
into  whiskey,  and  sells  the  whiskey,  would 
clearly  be  within  its  operation.  The  miller, 
also,  who  buys  wheat,  and  sells  it  converted  into 
flour,  may  be  declared  a  bankrupt  against  his 
will.  These  cases  are  cited  only  as  examples  to 
illustrate  the  general  rule.  Each  individual 
member  can  imagine  many  others. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  that  which  strikes  my 
mind  as  a  radical  objection  to  the  existence  of 
this  or  any  other  adversary  bankrupt  bill  in  the 
United  States.  It  arises  from  the  nature  of  our 
free  institutions,  and  is  one  that  exists  in  no 
other  country  on  the  globe.  It  springs  out  of 
the  best  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
and  it  cannot  be  removed  without  expunging 
them  from  the  instrument. 

In  what  manner  is  a  person  to  be  declared  a 
bankrupt  by  the  bill  now  before  the  House  ? 
On  the  petition  of  any  creditor  accompanied  by 
an  afiidavit  of  the  truth  of  his  debt,  the  circuit 
or  district  judge  of  the  United  States  is  author- 
ized to  issue  a  commission  of  bankruptcy.  The 
alleged  bankrupt  may,  however,  appear  before 
the  commissioners,  deny  that  he  has  committed 
any  act  of  bankruptcy,  and  demand  a  trial  by 
a  jury  of  his  country,  before  the  judge  who  is- 
sued the  commission.  This  is  a  right  of  which 
he  cannot  be  deprived  by  the  power  of  Congress. 
In  the  emphatic  language  of  the  constitution, 
"  he  shall  not  be  deprived  of  his  life,  his  liberty, 
or  his  property,  without  due  process  of  law." 

This  trial  before  the  circuit  or  district  judge 
may,  and  probably  will,  in  a  majority  of  cases, 
be  delayed  for  years,  before  its  final  termina- 


tion. In  free  governments  we  cannot  move 
with  the  celerity  of  despotism.  During  its  pen- 
dency, what  becomes  of  the  property  of  the  al- 
leged bankrupt  ?  He  cannot  be  dispossessed  of 
it  under  the  constitution  of  the  country,  or  by 
the  provisions  of  this  bill,  until  the  jury  shall 
have  convicted  him  of  some  one  of  the  acts  of 
bankruptcy  described  in  its  first  section.  But 
although  it  cannot  be  wrested  from  him  until 
after  the  event,  yet  the  moment  the  commission 
issues,  he,  in  effect,  loses  all  control  over  his  es- 
tate. The  reason  of  this  is,  that  by  the  provi- 
sions of  the  bill,  all  intermediate  dispositions 
made  by  the  debtor  of  his  property  are  abso- 
lutely void,  should  he  finally  be  declared  a  bank- 
rupt. No  person,  therefore,  could,  with  safety, 
in  the  mean  time  enter  into  any  contract  with 
him,  or  purchase  any  part  of  his  estate.  From 
the  very  nature  of  an  adverse  bankrupt  system, 
this  must  necessarily  be  the  case.  If  it  were  not, 
every  man  charged  with  having  committed  an 
act  of  bankruptcy,  would  demand  a  trial  by  jury 
before  the  district  or  circuit  judge  of  the  United 
States ;  so  that  during  its  pendency  he  might 
have  an  opportunity  to  dispose  of  his  property 
as  he  thought  proper.  This  would  be  giving  a 
legal  sanction  to  the  very  evil  which  the  friends 
of  the  bill  say  it  is  chiefly  intended  to  remedy. 

What,  then,  is  the  situation  which  the  bill 
places  every  man  within  its  adverse  provisions? 
Any  of  his  creditors,  or  pretended  creditors,  by 
making  an  ex  parte  affidavit  of  the  truth  of  his 
debt,  without  even  proving  by  his  own  oath,  or 
otherwise,  any  act  of  bankruptcy  against  him, 
may  bring  upon  him  inevitable  and  overwhelm- 
ing destruction.  If  envy  or  malice  against  him 
rankles  in  the.soul  of  any  enemy  who  either  is  his 
creditor,  or  who  will  swear  that  he  is,  that  enemy 
may  wreak  his  vengeance  to  the  full  extent  of  his 
wislies,  by  having  a  commission  of  bankruptcy  is- 
sued against  him.  The  commissionitself  would  be 
the  death  warrant  of  his  property,  notwithstand- 
ing his  property  may  have  been  suflacient  to 
discharge  his  debts,  and  he  may  have  been  guilty 
of  no  act  of  bankruptcy.  If  he  submits  to  the 
commission,  his  credit  is  gone,  and  his  power  of 
exertion  is  at  an  end  until  he  shall  have  obtain- 
ed bis  final  discharge.  If  he  does  not,  and  de- 
mands a  trial,  he  is,  during  its  pendency,  in  the 
situation  of  Tantalus  in  the  infernal  regions. 
Although  he  may  be  surrounded  by  all  the  com- 
forts of  life,  and  the  means  of  extricating  him- 
self from  his  difficulties,  he  has  not  the  power  of 
using  them.  If  he  should  be  a  merchant,  his 
counting  house  must  be  closed,  and  his  capital 
remain  idle  awaiting  the  result  of  a  tedious  law- 
suit. If  he  be  a  farmer  who  has  carri'ed  on  a 
distillery,  or  who  has  been  a  miller  or  retail  mer- 
chant, he  cannot  dispose  of  an  acre  of  his  land 
or  any  of  his  personal  property  until  the  con- 
troversy is  determined.  "Whether  therefore  he 
submits  to  the  commission,  or  does  not,  if  he 
be  an  honest  man  he  is  exposed  to  inevitable 
ruin.  If  he  be  a  fraudulent  debtor,  the  delay  of 
the  trial  will  afford  him  ample  time  and  oppor- 
tunity to  secrete  his  property,  and  place  it  be- 
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yond  the  reach  of  his  creditors ;  and  in  this  sit- 
uation he  will  have  the  strongest  temptation 
to  be  guilty  of  fraud. 

The  bankrupt  law  of  England,  the  model  from 
which  the  present  bill  has  been  drawn,  provides 
an  effectual  remedy  for  this  evil.  It  is  one, 
however,  which  we  have  no  constitutional 
power  to  adopt,  and,  if  we  had,  it  would  be  re- 
pugnant to  every  feeling  of  the  hearts  of  free- 
men. In  that  country  the  bare  issuing  of  the 
commission  is  itself  equivalent  to  an  execution. 
The  debtor  is  at  once  deprived  of  the  possession 
of  all  his  property,  and  it  is  vested  ia  the  com- 
missioners. Although  he  may  declare  that  he 
has  never  been  guilty  of  an  act  of  bankruptcy, 
and  petition  for  a  trial,  he  petitions  in  vain.  The 
iron  hand  of  the  law  is  upon  him,  and  no  inno- 
cence can  elude  its  grasp.  In  that  country  the 
law  declares  that  "  caveats  against  commissions 
are  not  allowed,  for  they  give  too  much  time  for 
a  fraudulent  debtor."  The  proceedings  under 
it  resemble  those  of  the  judges  in  the  infernal 
regions,  who  first  condemn  and  afterwards  hear. 
They  first  deprive  a  man  of  all  his  property  by 
virtue  of  the  commission,  and  after  the  evil  has 
been  done,  allow  him  to  apply  to  the  Chancellor 
to  have  it  superseded. 

From  the  nature  of  those  Governments  on  the 
continent  of  Europe,  under  whose  dominion 
bankrupt  laws  prevail,  and  from  the  peculiar 
character  of  those  laws  and  of  the  commercial 
tribunals  by  whom  they  are  administered,  the 
same  evils  do  not  exist.  I  will  not  exhaust  the 
patience  of  the  House  by  detailing  their  differ- 
ent provisions. 

It  may  be  said,  that  as  the  bill  provides  that 
the  petitioning  creditor,  before  the  commission 
can  issue,  shall  give  bond,  to  be  taken  by  the 
circuit  or  district  judge,  in  such  penalty  and 
with  such  surety  as  he  may  direct,  conditioned 
that  the  obligor  shall  prove  the  debtor  to  be  a 
bankrupt^  he  will  be  enabled  to  recover  dam- 
ages to  the  extent  of  any  injury  which  he  may 
sustain  in  case  the  condition  of  the  bond  should 
be  violated. 

This  remedy,  from  its  nature,  could  be  no 
compensation  for  the  injury  sustained.  To  in- 
form a  man,  after  he  had  been  arrested  in  the 
pursuit  of  bis  business  by  a  commission  of  bank- 
ruptcy ;  after  his  prospects  in  life  had  been 
blasted ;  after  his  credit  had  been  destroyed ; 
and  after  he  had  been  pursued  for  years  in  a 
course  of  litigation,  which  had  terminated  in 
his  favor,  that  he  might  then  enter  upon  another 
lawsuit,  and  bring  his  action  upon  the  bond, 
wonld  be  laughing  at  his  calamity.  This  would 
present  no  prospect  of  indemnity,  even  if  the 
obligors  should  be  solvent ;  but  from  the  igno- 
rance of  the  judges,  so  far  removed  from  the 
people  as  those  of  the  United  States  necessarily 
are,  respecting  the  solvency  of  the  sureties,  and 
from  the  lapse  of  time  which  must  transpire  be- 
fore any  suit  could  be  sustained  upon  the  bond,  it 
would,  in  most  instances,  be  of  little  or  no  value. 

These,  then,  would  be  the  effects  of  the  bill 
on  the  persons  within  its  adverse  operation. 


Let  us  next  inquire  what  would  be  the  moral 
and  practical  effects  of  this  bUl,  with  the  amend- 
ment just  adopted,  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky. Should  it  pass  in  its  present  shape,  I 
shudder  at  the  consequences.  How  will  it  af- 
fect the  great  agricultural  interest  of  the  coun- 
try ?  I  have  the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent  a 
district  chiefly  composed  of  farmers.  They  are 
honest,  they  are  industrious,  and  they  esteem 
their  contracts  to  be  sacred  and  inviolable.  The 
word  of  most  of  theoh  could  their  existence  be 
perpetuated,  binds  tnem  as  forcibly  as  their 
bond.  Have  they,  or  have  any  other  agricultur- 
ists, over  the  whole  range  of  this  extensive 
Union,  asked  you  to  pass  a  bankrupt  law  in 
their  favor  ?  Have  they  ever  petitioned  you  to 
discharge  them  from  the  obligation  of  their 
contracts,  which  they  feel  themselves  as  much 
bound  in  conscience  as  in  law  to  perform  ?  It  is 
certain  that  many  honest  and  respectable  men 
of  that  valuable  class  of  society  have  been  un- 
fortunate, and  1  pity  them  from  my  inmost  soul ; 
but  I  beseech  you,  spare  them  from  a  law  for 
which  they  have  never  asked,  and  which  would 
tempt  them  to  add  guilt  to  misfortune. 

What  would  be  the  necessary  operation  of  such 
a  law,  when  brought  home  to  them,  and  to 
every  other  member  of  society  ?  Once  declare 
that  contracts  shall  be  no  longer  sacred ;  that 
any  debtor,  whether  he  has  been  a  trader  or 
not,  by  complying  with  the  provisions  of  the 
law  may  have  an  election  held  by  his  creditors, 
and  if  two-thirds  of  them  in  number  or  value 
consent,  may  be  relieved  from  all  his  debts 
against  the  will  of  the  remainder;  and  you 
make  a  direct  attack  on  the  first  principles  of 
moral  honesty  by  which  the  great  mass  of  the 
people  have  been  hitherto  directed.  Let  a  bank- 
rupt be  presented  to  the  view  of  society,  who 
has  become  wealthy  since  his  discharge,  and 
who,  after  having  ruined  a  number  of  his  credit- 
ors, shields  himself  from  the  payment  of  his  hon- 
est debts  by  his  certificate,  and  what  effects  would 
such  a  spectacle  be  calculated  to  produce  ?  Ex- 
amples of  this  nature  must  at  length  demoralize 
any  people.  The  contagion  introduced  by  the 
laws  of  the  country,  would,  for  that  very  rea- 
son, spread  like  a  pestilence,  until  honesty,  hon- 
or, and  faith,  will  at  length  be  swept  fitim  the 
intercourse  of  society.  Leave  the  agricultural 
interest  pure  and  uncorrupted,  and  they  will  for- 
ever form  the  basis  on  which  the  constitution 
and  liberties  of  your  country  may  safely  repose. 
Do  not,  I  beseech  you,  teach  them  to  think 
lightly  of  the  solemn  obligation  of  contracts. 
No  Government  on  earth,  however  corrupt,  has 
ever  enacted  a  bankrupt  law  for  farmers;  it 
would  be  a  perfect  monster  in  this  country, 
where  our  institutions  depend  altogether  upon 
the  vii-tue  of  the  people.  We  have  no  consti- 
tutional power  to  pass  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky ;  and,  if  we 
had,  we  never  should  do  so,  because  such  a  pro- 
vision would  spread  a  moral  taint  through  soci- 
ety which  would  corrupt  it  to  its  very  core. 

There  is  another  point  of  view  in  which  this 
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bill,  in  its  practical  effects,  would  be  intolerable, 
The  jurisdiction  of  federal  courts  over  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  is  now  chiefly  confined  to 
controversies  existing  between  the  citizens  of 
different  States.  This  bill,  if  it  should  become 
a  law,  will  amount  to  almost  a  judicial  consol- 
idation of  the  Union.  The  litigation  which  will 
arise  out  of  it,  and  which,  by  its  provisions, 
must  be  exclusively  determined  by  the  federal 
courts,  will  embrace  a  large  portion  of  the  citi- 
zens of  every  State,  either  as  parties  or  witnesses. 

The  numerous  acts  of  bankruptcy  described  in 
the  bill,  many  of  which  depend  altogether  upon 
the  intention  of  the  party  charged  with  having 
committed  them,  would  form  the  first  ample 
Bonroe  of  exclusive  federal  jurisdiction. 

By  the  fifty-sixth  section  it  is  provided  that 
any  creditor  of  a  bankrupt,  appearing  before  the 
Commissioners,  may,  at  his  election,  have  the 
validity  of  his  claim  determined  in  the  circuit 
court  of  the  district  in  which  the  bankrupt  re- 
sides. The  same  privilege  is  extended  to  the 
assignees  objecting  to  the  validity  of  any  claim 
upon  the  bankrupt,  presented  before  the  Com- 
missioners ;  in  this  manner  every  lawsuit  which 
could  arise  in  the  settlement  of  a  bankrupt's 
estate,  respecting  the  demands  of  any  of  his 
creditors,  would  be  drawn  into  the  circuit  court 
for  decision.  This  would  be  the  case  whether 
he  became  a  bankrupt  voluntarily,  or  by  com- 
pulsion, and  without  any  regard  either  to  his 
occupation  or  place  of  residence,  or  that  of  his 
creditors.  The  whole  structure  of  the  National 
Judiciary  "would  thus  be  changed.  It  would 
then  possess  jurisdiction,  not  only  over  contro- 
versies arising  between  citizens  of  different 
States,  but  over  an  immense  number  of  those 
existing  between  citizens  of  the  same  State. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  enumerate,  and  perhaps 
impossible  to  foresee,  all  the  controversies  which, 
under  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  must  exclusive- 
ly be  determined  by  the  federal  courts.  The 
sixty-third  section  contains  a  sweeping  clause 
upon  this  subject.  It  provides  "  that,  except  in 
the  cases  which  are  in  this  act  otherwise 
specially  provided  for,  if  any  bankrupt,  or  any 
assignee  or  assignees,  creditor  or  creditors,  or 
any  other  person,  shall  conceive  himself,  herself, 
or  themselves,  aggrieved  by  any  examination, 
order,  decision,  denial,  or  other  proceeding  of 
the  Commissioners,  under  any  commission,  or 
any  act,  proceeding,  refusal,  neglect,  or  omission 
of  the  bankrupt,  or  any  assignee  or  assignees,  or 
creditor  or  creditors,  under,  or  by  virtue  of 
this  act,"  such  person  may  petition  the  circuit 
court,  for  the  district  where  the  commission 
issued,  or  either  of  its  judges,  for  relief.  The 
court,  or  the  judge,  is  then  bound  to  take  cog- 
nizance of  the  complaint,  and,  at  the  election  of 
either  party,  direct  any  facts  in  controversy  to 
be  tried  by  a  jury. 

In  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  there  are  but 
two  district  courts  of  the  United  States,  the  one 
located  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  other  in 
the  city  of  Pittsburg.  The  distance  between 
these  two  places  is  three  hundred  miles.    The 


inconvenience  and  expense  to  the  people,  from 
every  section  of  the  State,  of  attending  those  two 
courts,  as  parties,  and  as  witnesses,  would  be  an 
intolerable  grievance.     Under  the  provisions  of 
this  bill,  however,  such  attendance  must  neces- 
sarily be  a  matter  of  daily  occurrence.    The 
people    are    already  sufficiently  harassed,   by 
being  obliged  to  be  present  at  the  courts  within 
their  own  counties  ;  but,  if  you  compel  them 
to  travel  to  the  federal  courts,  from  one  ex- 
tremity of  a  large  State  to  the  other,  it  would 
be  an  evil  scarcely  to  be  endured.     The  same 
inconveniences  will  exist  in  every  other  State  in 
the  Union,  but  they  will  be  felt  in  a  greater  de- 
gree by  the  people  of  the  larger  States.    This  is 
another  radical  objection  against  the  passage  of 
a  bankrupt  biU  by  Congress.    It  is  one  which 
cannot  be  renewed,  because  it  results  from  the 
organization  of  the  federal  courts  under  the 
constitution,  and  the  allotment  of  judicial  power 
between  them  and  the  courts  of  the  several 
States.  It  demonstrates,  however,  that  the  power 
to  pass  bankrupt  laws  could  be  exercised  by  the 
States  much  more  conveniently  for  the  people, 
than  by  the  General  Government. 

Another  serious  objection  to  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  is  its  manifest  tendency  to  increase  the  per- 
petration of  fraud.  It  is  true,  it  has  been  strenu- 
ously maintained  by  its  friends,  that  it  will,  in 
a  great  degree,  repress  that  evil.  Has  the  ex- 
perience of  England  justified  them  in  making 
this  prediction?  Does  not  the  testimony  which 
has  been  taken  before  the  committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  prove  clearly  the  contrary  ? 
Indeed,  so  pressed  down  with  its  weight  was  my 
honorable  colleague,  (Mr.  S.,)  that  he  was  obliged 
to  attribute  the  innumerable  frauds  which  had 
been  committed  under  the  bankrupt  law  of  that 
country,  not  to  the  operation  of  the  law  itself, 
but  to  the  general  corruption  which  prevailed 
among  the  people.  This  biU,  should  it  become 
a  law,  must  be  productive  of  innumerable  frauds, 
unless  it  wiU  have  the  power  of  changing  the 
nature  of  man,  and  rendering  him  the  less  crimi- 
nal because  he  is  the  more  tempted.  He  who 
created  man,  and  therefore  best  knew  his  heart, 
directed  him  to  pray  that  he  might  not  be  led 
into  temptation.  This  bill  informs  the  debtor 
that,  if  he  will  conform  to  its  provisions,  he  shall 
obtain  a  certificate  which  will  discharge  him  from 
all  his  debts.  The  State  insolvent  laws  declare 
to  him  that,  when  he  has  given  up  all  his  prop- 
erty for  the  use  of  his  creditors,  he  has  done 
no  more  than  his  duty,  and  that  his  future  ac- 
quisitions shall  be  answerable  until  his  debts 
are  paid.  If  a  debtor  can  pass  the  ordeal  of  this 
bankrupt  law,  and  oljtain  his  certificate,  he  may 
then  in  security  enjoy  that  property  which  suc- 
cessful fraud  has  enabled  him  to  conceal.  Un- 
der the  State  insolvent  laws,  however,  he  must 
know  that  the  moment  his  concealed  property 
isbroughttolight,  itis  liable  to  be  seized  by 
his  creditors.  Whilst,  therefore,  a  bankrupt 
law  holds  out  every  temptation  to  make  the 
debtor  dishonest,  an  insolvent  law  presents  him 
no  such  inducement.    Indeed,  his  true  policy  is 
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directly  the  reverse.  Upon  his  good  and  fair 
conduct,  and  the  consequent  favorahle  regard 
of  his  creditors,  depends  his  hopes  of  a  dis- 
charge. 

It  is  true,  that  by  this  bill  a  bankrupt  cannot 
obtain  a  discharge  from  all  his  debts,  unless  by 
the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  his  creditors  in  num- 
ber and  value.  In  theory,  this  would  appear  to 
present  a  considerable  difficulty  in  the  way  of 
obtaining  a  certificate.  In  practice,  under  the 
English  bankrupt  laws,  it  has  been  found  more 
nominal  than  real.  Indeed,  but  few  instances 
have,  I  believe,  occurred  in  the  history  of  their 
bankrupt  laws,  in  which  consent  has  not  been 
obtained.  In  this  country,  under  our  judiciary 
system,  it  would,  perhaps,  be  still  easier  for  the 
bankrupt  to  escape  from  his  debts.  He  himself, 
if  he  be  fraudulently  disposed,  can,  by  his  own 
act,  create  as  many  creditors  as  he  chooses.  If 
the  assignees  or  the  other  creditors  think  proper 
to  dispute  the  claims  of  those  believed  to  be 
fraudulent,  they  may  insist  upon  having  a  trial 
by  jury  before  the  circuit  court.  Where  the 
bankrupt  has  little  or  no  property  to  divide,  as 
would  be  the  case  in  most  instances,  neither  his 
assignees  nor  honest  creditors  would  incur  the 
expense  and  trouble  of  carrying  on  a  lawsuit, 
perhaps  a  hundred  milds  from  home,  to  disprove 
any  debt  presented  before  the  commissioners. 
Even  should  they  think  proper  to  do  so,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  accomplish  it,  if  the  fraud  had 
been  conducted  with  any  art ;  because,  in  the 
law,  fraud  is  never  to  be  presumed,  but  must  be 
clearly  proved. 

The  evils  which  would  flow  from  the  retro- 
spective operation  of  this  bill,  I  shall  not  touch ; 
they  have  already  been  ably  and  eloquently 
descanted  upon  by  others. 

I  shall  now  come  to  my  concluding  argument 
against  the  passage  of  this  bill.  It  would  tend 
again  to  arouse  the  spirit  of  wild  and  extrava- 
gant speculation,  which  has  spread  distress  far 
and  wide  over  the  land.  It  will  tend  again 
to  produce  those  very  evils  for  which  its  friends 
say  it  is  intended  to  provide  a  remedy. 

What  has  been  the  history  of  this  country  ? 
Upon  this  subject  let  us  not  turn  a  deaf  ear  to 
the  dictates  of  experience.  It  is  the  best  teacher 
of  political  wisdom. 

Under  our  glorious  constitution,  the  human 
mind  is  unrestrained  in  the  pursuit  of  happiness. 
The  calm  of  despotism  does  not  rest  upon  us. 
Neither  the  institutions  of  the  country,  nor  the 
habits  of  society,  have  established  any  castes 
vrithin  the  limits  of  which  man  shall  be  confined. 
The  human  intellect  walks  abroad  in  its  majesty. 
This  admirable  system  of  government,  which 
incorporates  the  rights  of  man  into  the  consti- 
tution of  the  country,  developes  aU  the  latent 
resources  of  the  intellect,  and  brings  them  into 
active  energy.  The  road  to  wealth  and  to  honor 
is  not  closed  against  the  humblest  citizen ;  and 
Heaven  forbid  that  it  ever  should! 

It  is,  however,  the  destiny  of  man  to  learn 
that  evil  often  treads  closely  upon  the  footsteps 
of  good.    The  very  liberty  which  we  enjoy,  un- 


less we  are  restrained  by  the  dictates  of  morality 
and  of  prudence,  has  a  tendency  to  make  us 
discontented  with  our  condition.  It  often  pro- 
duces a  restless  temper,  and  a  disposition  to  be 
perpetually  changing  our  pursuits,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  becoming  more  wealthy  or  more  distin- 
guished. The  frame  of  mind  produced  by  free- 
dom, if  kept  within  proper  bounds,  is  a  source 
of  the  greatest  advantages  to  individuals  and 
to  society ;  if  unrestrained  and  suffered  to  run 
wild,  it  leads  to  eveiy  species  of  extravagance 
and  foUy.  * 

A  few  merchants,  both  in  the  cities  and  in 
the  country,  have  amassed  spendid  and  princely 
fortunes.  These  have  glittered  in  the  fancy  of 
the  thoughtless  and  unsuspecting  countryman, 
and  have  roused  his  ambition  or  his  avarice. 
He  never  calculated  that  it  requires  a  union  of 
considerable  parts,  with  great  experience,  to 
make  an  accomplished  merchant ;  and  that,  with 
all  these  advantages,  but  few  comparatively  are 
successful.  His  son  is  taught  book-keeping  at 
a  country  school,  and  then  he  abandons  the 
pursuit  of  his  fathers.  He  leaves  the  business 
of  agriculture,  which  is  the  most  peaceful,  the 
most  happy,  the  most  independent,  and,  I  might 
add,  the  most  respectable,  in  society,  to  become 
a  merchant.  He  spurns  the  idea  of  treading  in  the 
path  of  his  ancestors,  and  acquiring  his  living  by 
the  sweat  of  his  brow.  Wealth  and  distinction 
have  become  his  idols,  and  have  turned  his  brain. 

Is  not  this  the  history  of  thousands  in  our 
country  within  the  last  twenty  years  ?  It  was 
not  difficult  to  predict  what  would  be  the 
melancholy  catastrophe.  Bankruptcy  and  ruin 
have  fallen  upon  the  thoughtless  adventurers. 

Happy  would  it  have  been  for  the  country 
had  this  spirit  of  speculation  confined  itself  to 
the  farmer  who  turned  merchant.  We  have 
witnessed  it  spreading  over  every  class  of  the 
community.  We  have,  in  innumerable  instances, 
seen  the  plain,  sober,  industrious,  and  experi- 
enced farmer,  converted  into  a  speculator  in  land 
and  in  stocks.  We  have  lived  in  a  time  when 
the  foundations  of  society  appeared  to  be  shaken, 
and  when  the  love  of  gain  seemed  to  swallow 
up  every  other  passion  of  the  heart.  This  dis- 
position gave  birth  to  the  hundreds  and  thou- 
sands of  banks  which  have  spread  themselves 
over  the  country.  Their  reaction  upon  the 
people  doubled  the  force  of  the  original  cause  , 
which  produced  them.  They  deluged  the 
country  with  bank  paper.  The  price  of  land 
rose  far  beyond  its  real  value ;  it  commanded 
from  $200  to  $400  per  acre  in  many  parts  of  the 
district  which  I  have  the  honor,  in  part,  to 
represent ;  and  I  know  one  instance  in  which  a 
man  agreed  to  give  $1,500  per  acre  for  a  tract  of 
land,  which  he  afterwards  laid  out  in  town  lots. 
He  sold  the  lots  at  so  large  a  profit  that  he 
would  have  accumulated  an  independent  fortune 
by  the  speculation,  had  not  the  times  changed, 
and  the  lot-holders,  in  consequence,  been  unable 
to  pay  the  purchase  money. 

This  universal  delusion  has  vanished;  the 
enchantment  is  at  an  end ;  the  people  have  been 
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restored  to  their  sober  senses.  In  the  change, 
■which  was  rapid,  many  honest  and  respectable 
citizens  have  been  ruined.  Among  many, 
misery  and  want  have  usurped  the  abodes  of 
happiness  and  plenty.  I  most  sincerely  deplore 
their  situation ;  but,  as  legislators,  we  should 
also  have  some  compassion  on  the  community. 
Experience  has  taught  us  a  lesson  which,  I  trust, 
we  shall  never  forget — that  a  wild  and  extrava^ 
gant  spirit  of  speculation  is  one  of  the  greatest 
curses  which  can  pervade  our  country.  Do  you 
■wish  again  to  arouse  it?  Do  you  -wish  again  to 
■witness  the  desolation  which  it  has  spread  over 
the  land,  and  which  we  are  now  slowly  repair- 
ing? Then  pass  this  bankrupt  bill.  Inform  the 
farmer,  who  is  now  contented  and  happy,  and 
■whom  experience  has  taught  the  danger  of  en- 
tering into  trade,  that  he  may  become  a  merchant 
or  a  landjobber ;  that  he  may  proceed  to  any 
excess  he  thinks  proper ;  that  he  need  confine 
the  extravagance  of  his  speculations  within  no 
other  limit  but  the  extent  of  his  credit ;  that  if, 
at  last,  he  should  be  successful,  unbounded  wealth 
will  be  his  portion — if  not,  the. law  will  dis- 
charge him  from  all  his  debts,  and  enable  him 
to  begin  a  new  career ;  hold  out  a  lure  to  all 
the  industrious  classes  in  society  to  abandon 
their  useful  and  honorable  pursuits,  and  enter 
into  a  speculation  of  some  kind  or  other,  by  pro- 
claiming it  as  the  la^w,  that,  if  they  should  prove 
unsuccessful,  their  debts  shall  be  cancelled,  and 
they  shall  be  restored  to  their  former  situation. 
Such  a  law  •would  present  the  strongest  temp- 
tations to  a  man  in  society  to  become  indolent 
and  extravagant,  because  every  man  in  society 
is  embraced  by  its  provisions.  In  this  respect 
it  is  as  novel  as  it  is  dangerous.  Rest  assured, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  our  population  require  the 
curb  more  than  the  rein.  If  you  hold  out  such 
encouragement  to  unbounded  speculation  as  this 
bill  presents,  we  shall,  before  many  years,  see  all 
the  occurrences  again  presented  before  us  whicii 
have  involved  the  country  in  unexampled  dis- 
tress. 

The  time  ma/  come,  ages  hence,  ■when  a 
bankrupt  law  may  become  necessary  for  the 
encouragement  of  commerce.  History  has  in- 
structed us  that  nations,  like  men,  rise,  and 
flourish,  and  decay.  At  present  our  population 
possesses  all  the  vigor  and  enterprise  of  youth. 
The  stimulus  of  such  a  bill  would  drive  us  on  to 
'  madness.  It  vrould  be  putting  into  the  hands 
of  Phsaton  the  reins  of  the  chariot  of  the  sun. 
The  day  ■will  come,  but  I  trust  it  is  now  far 
distant,  ■when  old  age  shall  fall  upon  us  as  a  na- 
tion— when  ■wealth  shall  beget  luxury  and  cor- 
ruption— and  when  we  shall  be  enfeebled  in  all 
our  exertions.  Then  it  may  be  necessary  to 
hold  out  extraordinary  allurements  to  commer- 
cial enterprise.  When  that  day  shall  arrive ; 
■when  our  country  shall  be  sinking  into  decline ; 
■when  her  energies  shall  be  paralyzed  ;  and 
■when,  perhaps,  a  new  Republic,  vigorous  as 
ours  is  at  present,  may  be  her  competitor  in 
commerce,  then,  and  not  till  then,  will  it  be  ne- 
cessary that  Congress  should  exercise  the  power 


vested  in  them  by  the  constitution,  and  pass 
uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies. 

When  Mr.  B.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Weight  replied. 

To  put  an  end  to  further  discussion  of  the 
subject,  Mr.  Tatloe  remarked  that  he  felt  it 
his  duty  to  call  for  the  previous  question,  and, 
on  motion,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  96. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia, 
Mr.  Oambrkleng  moved  for  a  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  for  the  previous  question  jnst  taken ; 
but  the  House  refused  to  reconsider  the  same — 
yeas  69,  nays  83. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered,  and 
■was  put,  on  reading  the  bill  a  third  time,  and 
decided  in  the  negative — ^yeas  72,  nays  99,  as 
follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Baldwin, 
Barber  of  Connecticut,  Bayly,  Bigelow,  Borland, 
Breckenridge,  Burrows,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of 
New  York,  Causden,  Cocke,  Colden,  Conkling, 
Crafts,  Cnshman,  Darlington,  Denison,  Dnrfee, 
Dwight.  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of 
Pennsylvania,  Eustis,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  FuUer,  Gor- 
ham,  Hawks,  Herrick,  Hill,  Holcombe,  Hubbard, 
Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Kirkland,  Little,  McCarty, 
Milnor,  Montgomery,  Moore  of  Pennsylvania,  Moore 
of  "Virginia,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Massachusetts,  Patterson  of  New  "Tork,  Pitcher,  Poin- 
sett, Rich,  Eochester,  Rogers,  Rnggles,  Kuss,  Russell, 
Sawyer,  Sergeant,  S.  Smith,  J.  S.  Smith,  Sterling  of 
Connecticut,  Sterling  of  New  York,  Stoddard,  Taylor, 
Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Van  Rensselaer,  V)  hite, 
■Whitman,  'Williamson',  Wood,  AVoodson,  and  'Wright. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennessee, 
Archer,  Ball,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bassett,  Bateman, 
Baylies,  Blackledge,  Blair,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Bur- 
ton, Butler,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cannon,  Cassedy, 
Chambers,  Condict,  Conner,  Cook,  Cuthbert,  Dane, 
Dickinson,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Gil- 
mer, Gist,  Gross,  Hall,  Hardin,  Hansey,  Hobart, 
Hooks,  Jackson,  F.  Johnson,  J.  T.  Johnson,  J.  S. 
Johnston,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Keyes,  Lathrop,  Left- 
wioh,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Long,  Lowndes,  McCoy, 
McDuffie,  McNeill,  McSherry,  Mallary,  Matlack, 
Matson,  Mattocks,  Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Mitchell  of  South  Carolina,  Morgan,  Mur- 
ray, Nelson  of  Virginia,  New,  Newton,  Overstreet, 
Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Phillips,  Pierson,  Plumer 
of  New  Hampshire,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Reed  of 
Massachusetts,  Rcid of  Georgia,  Rhea,  Ross,- Sanders, 
Scott,  Sloan,  Arthur  Smith,  'W.  Smith,  Alexander 
Smyth,  Stevenson,  Stewart,  Swan,  Swearingen,  Tat- 
nail,  Thompson,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Upham,  V."mce,  A''an  'Wyck, 
■Walker,  'Walworth,  "Whipple,  Williams  of  North  Car- 
olina, Williams  of  Virginia,  Wilson,  Woodcock,  and 
Worman. 

So  the  bin  -was  rejected.  And  then  the 
House  adjourned. 


Thtjesday,  March  14. 
^change  of  Stocks. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
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the  Whole,  on  "  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  exchange  certain  stocks." 

The  general  object  of  the  bill  was  to  pay  off 
the  United  States  stocks,  bearing  six  and  seven 
per  cent,  interest  at  five  per  cent,  redeemable  at 
a  future  period. 

Mr.  Baldwin  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  after  the  word  "  thirteen"  in  the  7th 
line,  the  words,  "  and  also  two  millions  of  the 
six  per  cent,  stocks  of  1820." 

Mr.  Lowndes  suggested  that  it  was  probable, 
from  the  tenor  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  that  the  two  millions  contem- 
plated by  the  amendment  would  be  redeemed 
within  no  long  time,  and  it  would  therefore  be 
inexpedient  to  continue  for  many  years  to  pay 
interest  for  the  sum  when  it  was  in  our  power 
to  redeem  the  principal ;  and  that  the  effect  of 
the  amendment  would  naturally  be  to  injure 
the  public  credit,  by  carrying  with  it  the  im- 
pression that  the  Government  was  not  able  to 
redeem  that  portion  of  the  debt  as  soon  as  ex- 
pected. 

Mr.  TtroKBE,  of  Virginia,  proposed  to  modify 
the  amendment  in  such  a  manner  as  to  leave  it 
discretionary  with  the  Executive  to  include  the 
six  per  cent,  of  1820,  or  not,  as  he  may  deem 
expedient. 

This  course  was  advocated  by  Mr.  Oambee- 
LENa,  but  the  modification  was  not  then  acced- 
ed to  by  the  mover,  and  an  extensive  range  of 
debate  ensued  upon  the  original  amendment, 
which  was  supported  by  the  mover  and  Messrs. 
Teimblk,  Maxlaet,  Btjohanabt,  Eoss,  and  Fae- 
EEW.T,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, OoLDEN,  Lowndes,  "Wood,  Goeham,  and 
Nelson,  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  Baldwin  finally  expressed  his  willingness 
to  leave  it  to  the  Executive  to  include  the  stock 
of  1820  or  not,  conformably  to  Mr.  Tuokbe's 
proposition ;  but  before  the  question  was  deter- 
mined, the  committee  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  March  18. 
Military  Establishment. 
Mr.  CooKB  moved  that  the  House  do  come  to 
the  following  resolutions,  viz : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1821, 
to  reduce  and  fix  the  Military  Peace  Establishment 
of  the  United  States,  was  not  intended  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  dismiss  officers 
then  in  service,  and  introduce  others  of  the  same 
grade  into  the  army. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  dismission  of  Brevet  Briga- 
dier General  Daniel  Bisseil,  Colonel  of  the  1st  regi- 
ment of  infantry,  and  of  Joseph  L.  Smith,  Colonel  of 
the  3d  regiment  of  infantry,  as  supernumeraiy,  and 
the  creation  of  three  new  colonels,  to  wit :  Towson, 
Fenwick,  and  Butler,  on  the  1st  day  of  June,  1821, 
was  not  authorized  by  the  terms  or  by  the  spurit  of 
the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1821. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  appointment  of  Colonel 
James  Gadsden  to  the  office  of  Adjutant  General  of 
the  United  States  Army,  and  the  dismission  of  Colo- 


nels Butler  and  Jones  from  that  office,  was  not  justi- 
fied by  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1821. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  transfer  of  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Lindsay  from  the  seventh  regiment  of  infantry  to 
the  third  regiment  of  artillery,  after  the  1st  of  June, 
1821,  was  contrary  to  the  regulations  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  not  au- 
thorized by  the  terms  or  spirit  of  the  act  of  the  2d  of 
March,  1821. 

5.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress,  upon 
national  principles  and  considerations,  to  protect  each 
officer  and  soldier  of  rfae  army  in  the  enjoyment  of 
his  legal  and  constitutional  rights. 

Mr.  OooKB  thought  that  the  subject  embraced 
by  the  resolutions  was  one  which  involved  the 
interest  of  the  country,  and  he  therefore  moved 
that  they  be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 

Mr.  Walwoeth  observed  that  the  subject 
embraced  by  the  resolutions  was  now  before  the 
Military  Committee,  and  he  believed  a  member 
of  it  was  employed  at  that  moment  in  drawing 
a  report  upon  it. 

The  Speakee  observed  that  he  thought  it 
was  proper  on  this  occasion  to  put  the  question 
of  consideration,  and  he  was  about  to  put  the 
question,  whether  the  House  would  now  con- 
sider the  resolutions ;  when 

Mr.  Oooke  inquired  by  what  rule  he  was  de- 
prived of  the  right  to  lay  a  resolution  on  the 
table  ? 

The  Speaker  referred  to  the  rule  of  the 
House,  that,  "  when  any  motion  or  proposition 
is  made,  the  question,  'Will  the  House  now 
consider  it  V  shall  not  be  put,  unless  it  is  de- 
manded by  some  member,  or  is  deemed  neces- 
sary by  the  Speaker" — and  the  question  of  con- 
sideration was  then  put,  and  carried — ayes  62, 
noes  55. 

Mr.  Oooke  then  renewed  his  original  motion 
that  the  resolutions  be  laid  on  the  table  and 
printed ;  which  was  carried  without  a  division. 


Tuesday,  March  19. 
South  American  Independence. 

Mr.  EussELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Eelations,  to  which  was  referred  the  Message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  con- 
cerning the  recognition  of  the  independence  of 
the  late  Spanish  provinces  in  America,  made 
report  thereon ;  which  was  read  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
state  of  the  Union ;  and  five  thousand  copies 
thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
members  of  this  House,  in  additiou  to  the  usual 
number.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  to  which  were 
referred  the  Message  of  the  President,  concornmg  the 
recognition  of  the  late  Spanish  provinces  in  America, 
and  the  documents  therewith  communicated,  having 
examined  the  same  with  the  most  profound  attention, 
unanimously  report : 

That  the  provinces  of  Buenos  Ayres,  after  having, 
from  the  year  1810,  proceeded  in  their  revolutionary 
movements  without  any  obstacle  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  Spain,  formally  declared  their  independence 
of  that  Government  in  1816.    After  various  intestine 
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commotions  and  external  collisions,  those  provinces 
now  enjoy  domestic  tranquillity  and  good  understand- 
ing with  all  their  neighbors,  and  aotnajly  exercise, 
without  opposition  from  within  or  the  fear  of  annoy- 
ance from  without,  all  the  attributes  of  sovereignty. 

The  provinces  of  Venezuela  and  New  Granada, 
after  having,  separately,  declared  their  independence, 
sustained,  for  a  period  of  more  than  ten  years,  a  des- 
olating war  against  the  armies  of  Spain,  and  having 
severally  attained,  by  their  triumph  over  those  ar- 
mies, the  object  for  which  they  contended,  united 
themselves,  on  the  19th  of  December,  1819,  in  one 
nation,  under  the  title  of  "the  Republic  of  Co- 
lombia." 

The  Republic  of  Colombia  has  now  a  well-organ- 
ized Government,  instituted  by  the  free  will  of  its 
citizens,  and  exercises  all  the  functions  of  sovereignty, 
fearless  alike  of  internal  and  foreign  enemies.  The 
small  remnant  of  the  numerous  armies  commissioned 
to  preserve  the  supremacy  of  the  parent  State,  is  now 
blockaded,  in  two  fortresses,  where  it  is  innoxious, 
and  where,  deprived  as  it  is,  of  hope  of  succor,  it 
must  soon  surrender  at  discretion ;  when  this  event 
shall  have  occurred,  there  will  not  remain  a  vestige 
of  foreign  power  in  all  that  immense  Republic,  con- 
taining between  three  and  four  millions  of  inhab- 
itants. 

The  province  of  Chili,  since  it  declared  its  inde- 
pendence, in  the  year  1818,  has  been  in  the  constant 
and  unmolested  enjoyment  of  the  sovereignty  which 
it  then  assumed. 

The  province  of  Pern,  situated  like  Chili,  beyond 
the  Andes,  and  bordering  on  the  Pacific  Ocean,  was 
for  a  long  time  deterred  from  making  any  effectual 
effort  for  independence,  by  the  presence  of  an  impos- 
ing military  force,  which  Spain  had  kept  up  in  that 
country.  It  was  not,  therefore,  until  the  12th  of 
June  of  the  last  year,  that  its  capital,  the  city  of  Li- 
ma, capitulated  to  an  army,  chiefly  composed  of 
troops  from  Buenos  Ayres  and  Chili,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  San  Martin.  The  greatest  part  of 
the  royal  troops  which  escaped  on  that  occasion  re- 
treated to  the  mountains,  but  soon  left  them  to  return 
to  the  coast,  there  to  join  the  royal  garrison  in  the 
fortress  of  Callao.  The  surrender  of  that  fortress, 
soon  after,  to  the  Americans,  may  be  regarded  as  the 
termination  of  the  war  in  that  quarter. 

When  the  people  of  Peru  found  themselves,  by  this 
event,  free  to  express  their  will,  they  most  unequivo- 
cally expressed  in  favor  of  independence,  and  with  a 
unanimity  and  enthusiasm  which  have  nowhere  been 
excelled. 

The  revolution  in  Mexico  has  been  somewhat  dif- 
ferent in  its  character  and  progress  from  the  revolu- 
tions in  the  other  Spanish  American  provinces,  and 
its  result,  in  respect  to  the  organization  of  its  internal 
government,  has,  also,  not  been  precisely  the  same. 
Independence,  however,  has  been  as  emphatically 
declared  and  as  practically  established,  since  the  24th 
of  August  last,  by  the  "  Mexican  Empure,"  as  ever  it 
has  been  by  the  Republics  of  the  South;  and  her 
geographiciJ  situation,  her  population,  and  her  re- 
sources, eminently  qualify  her  to  maintain  the  inde- 
pendence which  she  has  thus  declared,  and  now  ac- 
tually enjoys. 

Such  are  the  facts  which  have  occupied  the  atten- 
tion of  your  committee,  and  which,  in  their  opinion, 
irresistibly  prove  that  the  nations  of  Mexico,  Colom- 
bia, Buenos  Ayres,  Pern,  and  Chili,  in  Spanish  Amer- 
ica, are  in  fact  independent. 


It  now  remains  for  your  committee  to  examine  the 
right  and  the  expediency,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  of  recognizing  the  independence  which  those 
nations  have  thus  effectually  achieved. 

In  this  examination,  it  cannot  be  necessary  to  in- 
quire into  the  right  of  the  people  of  Spanish  America 
"  to  dissolve  the  political  bands  which  have  connected 
them  with  another,  and  to  assume,  among  the  pow- 
ers of  the  earth,  that  separate  and  equal  station  to 
which  the  laws  of  natm'e  and  of  nature's  God  entitle 
them."  The  right  to  change  the  political  institutions 
of  the  State  has,  indeed,  been  exercised  equally  by 
Spain  and  by  her  colonies ;  and  for  us  to  deny  to  the 
people  of  Spanish  America  the  right  to  independence, 
on  the  principles  which  alone  sanction  it  here,  would 
be  virtually  to  renounce  our  own. 

The  political  right  of  this  nation  to  acknowledge 
their  independence,  without  offending  others,  does 
not  depend  on  its  justice,  but  on  its  actual  establish- 
ment. To  justify  such  a  recognition,  by  us,  it  is  ne- 
cessary only  to  show,  as  is  already  sufficiently  shown, 
that  the  people  of  Spanish  America  are,  within  their 
respective  limits,  exclusively  sovereign ;  and  thus,  in 
fact,  independent.  With  them,  as  with  every  other 
Government  possessing  and  exercising  the  power  of 
making  war,  the  United  States,  in  common  with  all 
nations,  have  the  right  of  concerting  the  terms  of 
mutual  peace  and  intercourse. 

WTio  is  the  rightfid  smereign  of  a  country,  is  not  an 
inquiry  permitted  to  foreign  nations,  to  whom  it  is 
competent  only  to  treat  wi3i  "  the  powers  that  be." 

There  is  no  difference  in  opinion  on  this  point 
among  the  writers  on  public  law,  and  no  diversity, 
with  respect  to  it,  in  the  practice  of  civilized  nations. 
It  is  not  necessary  here  to  cite  authority  for  a  doc- 
trine familiar  to  aU  who  paid  the  slightest  attention 
to  the  subject,  nor  to  go  back,  for  its  practical  illus- 
tration, to  the  civil  wars  between  the  houses  of  York 
and  Lancaster.  Long  since,  the  chiefs  of  those  con- 
flicting houses  alternately  triumphed  and  ruled,  and 
were  alternately  obeyed  at  home  and  recognized 
abroad,  according  as  tihey,  successively,  exercised  the 
power,  without  demonstrating  the  right — monarchies 
have  become  commonwealths  or  republics,  and  pow- 
erful usurpers  have  been  recognized  by  foreign  na- 
tions, in  preference  to  le^timate  and  powerless  pre- 
tenders. Modem  history  is  replete  with  instances  in 
point.  Have  we  not,  indeed,  within  the  brief  period 
of  our  own  remembrance,  beheld  governments  vary 
their  forms,  and  change  their  rulers,  according  to  the 
prevailing  power  or  passion  of  the  moment,  and  domg 
so  in  virtue  of  the  principle  now  in  question,  without 
materially  and  lastingly  affecting  their  relations  with 
other  Governments  ?  Have  we  not  seen  the  empe- 
rors and  kings  of  yesterday  receive,  on  the  thrones 
of  exiled  sovereigns,  who  claimed  the  right  to  reign 
there,  the  friendly  embassies  of  other  powers,  with 
whom  those  exited  sovereigns  had  sought  an  asylum 
—and  have  we  not  seen  to-day  those  emperors  and 
kings,  thus  courted  and  recognized  yesterday,  reft  of 
their  sceptres,  and,  from  a  mere  change  of  circum- 
stances, not  of  right,  treated  as  usurpers  by  their  suc- 
cessors, who,  in  their  turn,  have  been  acknowledged 
and  caressed  by  the  same  foreign  powers  ? 

The  peace  of  the  world,  and  the  independence  of 
every  member  of  the  great  political  family,  require 
that  each  should  be  the  exclusive  judge  of  its  own 
internal  proceedings,  and  that  the  fact  alone  should 
be  regarded  by  foreign  nations.  "  Even  when  civil 
war  breaks  the  bonds  of  society  and  of  government. 
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or,  at  least,  suspends  their  force  and  effect,  it  gives 
birth  in  the  nation  to  two  independent  parties,  who 
regard  each  other  as  enemies,  and  acknowledge  no 
common  judge."  It  is  of  necessity,  therefore,  that 
these  two  parties  should  be  considered,  by  foreign 
States,  as  two  distinct  and  independent  nations.  To 
consider  or  treat  them  otherwise  would  be  to  interfere 
in  their  domestic  concerns,  to  deny  them  the  right  to 
manage  their  own  affairs  in  their  own  way,  and  to 
■violate  the  essential  attributes  of  their  respective  sov- 
ereignty. For  a  nation  to  he  entitled,  in  respect  to 
foreign  States,  to  the  enjoyment  of  these  attributes, 
**  and  to  figure  directly  in  the  great  political  society, 
it  is  sufficient  that  it  is  really  sovereign  and  inde- 
pendent ;  that  is,  that  it  governs  itself  by  its  own  au- 
thority and  laws."  The  people  of  Spanish  America 
do,  notoriously,  so  govern  themselves,  and  the  right 
of  the  United  States  to  recognize  the  governments 
which  they  have  instituted  is  incontestable.  A  doubt 
of  the  expediency  of  such  a  recognition  can  be  sug- 
gested only  by  the  apprehension  that  it  may  injuri- 
ously affect  our  peaceful  and  friendly  relations  with 
the  nations  of  the  other  hemisphere. 

Can  such  an  apprehension  be  well  founded  ? 

Have  not  aU  those  nations  practically  sanctioned, 
within  the  last  thirty  years,  the  very  principle  on 
which  we  now  propose  to  act ;  or  have  they  ever 
complained  of  one  another,  or  of  us,  for  acting  on 
that  principle  ? 

No  nation  of  Europe,  excepting  Spain  herself,  has, 
hitherto,  opposed  force  to  the  independence  of  Span- 
ish America,  Some  of  those  nations  have  not  only 
constantly  maintained  commercial  and  friendly  inter- 
course with  them,  in  every  stage  of  the  Revolution, 
but  indirectly  and  efficiently,  though  not  avowedly, 
aided  them  in  the  prosecution  of  their  great  object. 
To  these  the  aclmowledgment,  by  the  United  States, 
of  the  attainment  of  that  object,  must  be  satisfactory. 

To  the  other  nations  of  Europe,  who  have  regarded 
the  events  occurring  in  Spanish  America,  not  only 
■without  interference,  but  ■with  apparent  indifference, 
such  an  acknoAvledgment  ought  not  to  be  offensive. 

The  nations  who  have  thus  respectively  favored, 
or  never  opposed,  the  Spanish  American  people  dur- 
ing their  active  struggle  for  independence,  cannot,  it 
is  believed,  regard  with  dissatisfaction  the  formal  re- 
cognition of  that  independence  by  a  nation,  wliich, 
wHle  that  struggle  lasted,  has  religiously  observed, 
towards  both  the  conflicting  parties,  all  the  duties  of 
neutrality.  Your  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion, 
that  we  have  a  right,  on  tliis  occasion,  confidently  to 
expect,  from  what  these  nations  have  done  or  for- 
borne to  do,  during  the  various  fortunes  of  the  eivU 
war  which  has  terminated,  that  they  wiU  frankly  ap- 
prove the  course  of  policy  which  the  United  States 
may  now  think  proper  to  adopt  in  relation  to  the  suc- 
cessful party  in  that  war.  It  surely  cannot  be  rea- 
sonably apprehended,  that  nations  who  have  thus  been 
the  tranquil  spectators,  the  apparent  weU-^wishers,  if 
not  the  efficient  supporters,  of  tins  party,  and  who  have 
not  made  the  faintest  attempt  to  arrest  its  progress, 
or  to  prevent  its  success,  should  be  displeased  with  a 
third  power,  for  merely  recognizing  the  Governments 
which,  owing  to  that  success,  have  thus  been  ■virtu- 
ally permitted,  or  impliedly  approved,  in  acquiring 
the  undisputed  and  exclusive  control  of  the  countries 
in  which  they  are  established.  It  is  therefore  on  the 
consistency  as  well  as  on  the  justice  of  these  nations 
of  Etirope,  that  ■we  may  confidently  rely,  that  the 
simple  recognition,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
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of  the  necessary  effect  of  what  has  already  been 
done,  ■will  not  be  considered  as  a  just  cause  of  com- 
plaint against  them ;  while  the  interested  and  im- 
mediate agents,  who  have  been  directly  and  actively 
engaged  in  producing  that  effect,  have  neither  been 
opposed  nor  censured. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  instead  of  seriously  ap- 
prehending that  the  recognition,  by  the  United  States, 
of  the  independence  of  Spanish  America,  ■will  be  un- 
acceptable to  these  nations,  are  not  ■without  hope 
that  they  may  practically  approve  it,  by  severally 
adopting  a  similar  m^sure.  It  is  not,  indeed,  un- 
reasonable to  suppose,  that  those  Governments  have, 
like  this,  waited  only  for  the  evidence  of  facts  which 
might  not  only  suffice  to  justify  them,  under  the  laws 
and  usages  of  nations,  but  to  satisfy  Spain  herself, 
that  nothing  has  been  prematurely  done,  or  which 
could  justly  offend  her  feelings,  or  he  considered  as 
inconsistent  with  her  rights.  As  their  motives  for 
not  having  hitherto  recognized  the  independence  of 
Spanish  America,  may  thus  be  supposed  to  have 
been  analogous  to  our  own,  it  is  permitted  to  pre- 
sume that  the  facts  and  reasons  which  have  prevail- 
ed on  us  no  longer  to  hesitate,  ■will,  confirmed  as 
they  are  by  our  example,  have  a  like  influence  on 
them. 

No  nation  can  entertain  a  more  sincere  deference 
for  the  feelings  of  Spain,  or  take  a  more  lively  in- 
terest in  her  welfare,  than  the  United  States.  It  is 
to  this  deference,  too  evident  to  be  doubted  or  mis- 
understood, that  ought  to  be  ascribed  the  hesitation 
of  this  Government,  until  now,  to  yield  to  the  claims 
of  Spanish  America,  although  these  claims  were  in 
perfect  accordance  with  our  own  principles,  feelings, 
and  interests.  Ha^ving  thus  forborne  to  act,  even  at 
the  hazard  of  having  those  principles  and  feelings 
misunderstood  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  we  have, 
as  your  committee  beheve,  given  at  once  satisfactory 
proof  of  our  disinterestedness  and  moderation ;  and 
of  our  scrupulous  respect  to  the  principle  which  leaves 
the  political  institutions  of  every  foreign  State  to 
be  durected  by  its  own  ■view  of  its  own  rights  and 
interests. 

Your  committee  have  been  particularly  anxious  to 
show,  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  Spain  herself,  that 
the  measure  which  this  Government  now  proposes  to 
adopt,  has  been  considered  ■with  the  most  respectful 
attention,  both  in  relation  to  her  rights  and  to  her 
feelings. 

It  is  not  on  the  laws  and  usages  of  nations,  or  on 
the  practice  of  Spain  herself  on  like  occasions,  that 
your  committee  have  relied  for  our  justification  to- 
wards her. 

The  fact  that,  for  the  last  three  years,  she  has  not 
sent  a  single  company  of  troops  against  her  transat- 
lantic colonies,  has  not  been  used  as  evidence  of  their 
actual  independence,  or  of  her  want  of  power  to  op- 
pose it.  This  fact,  explained  as  it  is,  by  the  puhhc 
acts  of  Spam  herself,  is  regarded  by  your  committee, 
as  evidence  only  of  her  policy. 

The  last  troops  collected  at  Cadiz,  in  1819,  which 
were  destined  to  suppress  the  revolutionary  move- 
ments in  Spanish  America,  not  only  rejected  that  ser- 
vice but  joined  in  the  revolution,  which  has  since- 
proved  successful  ui  Spain  itself.  The  declaration  of 
the  leaders  in  that  revolution  was,  that  "Sganish 
America  had  a  right  to  be  free,  and  that  Spain 
should  be  free."  Although  the  constitution,,  wliich 
was  re-established  by  that  revolution,  gnaranteed.the 
integrity  of  the  Spanish  dominions,  yet  the  grinciples 
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on  which  that  constitution  was  founded  seem  to  dis- 
countenance the  employment  of  force  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  that  object,  in  contempt  of  the  equal 
rights  and  declared  will  of  the  American  portion  of 
the  Spanish  people.  The  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment, organized  under  that  constitution,  has  uniform- 
ly been,  in  this  respect,  in  conformity  to  those  princi- 
ples. Since  its  existence,  there  has  not  been  even  a 
proposal  by  that  Government  to  employ  force  for  the 
subjugation  of  the  American  provinces,  but  merely 
recommendations  of  conciliatory  measures  for  their 
pacification. 

The  answer  of  the  Cortes,  on  the  10th  of  July,  1820, 
to  the  address  of  the  King,  furnishes  conclusive  proof 
of  this  policy. 

"  The  intimate  union,"  says  this  answer,  "  of  the 
Cortes  with  your  Majesty ;  the  re-establishment  of 
the  constitution;  the  faithful  performance  of  prom- 
ises, depriving  malevolence  of  all  pretext,  will  facili- 
tate the  pacification  of  the  ultra  marine  provinces, 
which  are  in  a  state  of  agitation  and  dissension.  The 
Cortes,  on  its  part,  will  omit  no  opportunity  to  pro- 
pose and  adopt  measures  necessary  for  the  observ- 
ance of  the  constitution  and  restoration  of  tranquil- 
lity in  those  countries,  to  the  end  that  the  Spain 
of  both  worlds  may  thus  form  a  single  and  happy 
family." 

Although  the  ultra  marine  provinces  are  not  here 
encouraged  to  expect  absolute  independence,  yet  they 
are  no  longer  treated  as  vassal  colonies,  or  threatened 
with  subjugation,  but  are  actually  recognized  as 
brothers  in  the  great  constitutional  and  free  family 
of  Spain. 

A  report  made  to  the  Cortes  on  the  24th  of  June, 
1821,  by  a  committee  appointed  by  that  body,  not 
only  manifestly  corroborates  the  policy  above  stated, 
but  sufficiently  intimates  that  the  recognition  of  the 
independence  of  Spanish  America  by  Spain  herself, 
had  nearly  been  the  measure  recommended  by  that 
committee. 

That  report  avers  that  "  tranquillity  is  not  su£B- 
cient,  even  if  it  should  extend  throughout  America, 
with  a  prospect  of  permanency.  No ;  it  falls  short  of 
the  wishes  of  the  friends  of  humanity." 

In  speaking  of  the  measure  demanded  by  the  crisis, 
it  says  that  this  measure  was  not  only  warmly  ap- 
proved by  the  committee,  but  at  first  entirely  assent- 
ed to  by  the  Ministers  with  whom  it  had  been  dis- 
cussed, and  failed  only  to  be  proposed  to  the  Cortes 
"  by  these  Ministers  having,  on  account  of  peculiar 
occurrences,  suspended  their  judgment."  It  speaks 
of  this  measure  as  indicative  of  a  new  and  glorious 
resolution ;  that  it  was  demanded  by  America  and 
the  true  interests  of  the  Peninsula  ;  that  from  it 
Spain  might  reap  advantages  which  otherwise  she 
could  never  expect ;  and  that  the  ties  of  kindred  and 
the  uniformity  of  religion,  with  commercial  relations, 
and  those  emanating  from  free  institutions,  would 
be  the  surest  pledge  of  mutual  harmony  and  close 
union. 

Your  committee  do  not  feel  themselves  anthorized 
to  say  positively  what  that  measure  was,  but  they 
do  not  hesitate  to  declare  their  entire  conviction 
that  no  measure  short  of  a  full  recognition  of  uncon- 
ditional independence,  could  have  deserved  the  char- 
acter, nor  been  capable  of  producing  the  effects  as- 
cribed to  it. 

It  is  therefore  snfiSciently  manifest  that  Spain,  far 
from  wishing  to  call  into  action  her  means  of  prose- 
cuting hostilities  against  the  people  of  Spanish  Amer- 


ica, has  renounced  even  the  feelings  of  an  enemy 
towards  them,  and  but  for  "  peculiar  occurrences" 
had  been  prepared  nearly  a  year  ago  to  consent  to 
their  independence. 

She  has  not  only  practically  discontinued,  and  even 
emphatically  deprecated,  the  employment  of  force  to 
restore  tranquillity  to  Spanish  America,  but  she  has 
declared  that  even  universal  and  permanent  tranquil- 
lity there  "  falls  short  of  the  wishes  of  the  friends  of 
humanity," 

While  she  appeals  to  the  "  ties  of  kindred,"  she  un- 
doubtedly feels  them ;  and  if  she  has  not  abandoned 
her  desire,  so  often  avowed,  of  mere  constitutional 
union  and  equal  commercial  intercourse  with  her  for- 
mer colonies,  as  between  provinces  of  the  same  em- 
pire, a  union  and  an  intercourse  which  intervening 
Andes  and  oceans  seem  to  render  highly  inconvenient, 
if  not  utterly  impracticable,  she  evidently  refers  the 
accomplishment  of  this  desire  to  the  nnawed  delibera- 
tions and  to  the  congenial  and  kindred  feelings  of  the 
people  of  those  colonies,  and  thus  substantially  ac- 
knowledges their  independence. 

Whatever  may  be  the  policy  of  Spain,  however,  in 
respect  to  her  former  American  colonies,  our  recogni- 
tion of  their  independence  can  neither  affect  her 
rights  nor  impair  her  means  in  the  accomplishment 
of  that  policy.  We  cannot  for  this  be  justly  accused 
of  aiding  in  the  attainment  of  an  independence  which 
has  already  been  established  without  our  assistance. 
Besides,  our  recognition  must  necessarily  be  co-exist- 
ent with  the  fact  on  which  it  is  founded,  and  cannot 
survive  it.  While  the  nations  of  Spanish  America 
are  actually  independent,  it  is  simply  to  speak  the 
truth  to  acknowledge  them  to  be  so. 

Should  Spain,  contrary  to  her  avowed  principles 
and  acknowledged  interests,  renew  the  war  for  the 
conquest  of  South  America,  we  shall  indeed  regret  it ; 
but  we  shall  observe,  as  we  have  done  between  the 
independent  parties,  an  honest  and  impartial  neutral- 
ity. But  on  the  other  hand  should  Spain,  faithful  to 
her  own  glory  and  prosperity,  consent  that  her  off- 
spring in  the  New  World  should  enjoy  the  right  of 
self-government  equally  with  their  brethren  in  the 
Old,  we  shall  sincerely  rejoice ;  and  we  shall  cherish 
vrith  equal  satisfaction,  and  cultivate  with  equal  as- 
siduity, the  friendship  of  regenerated  Spain  and  of 
emancipated  America, 

Your  committee,  in  justice  to  their  own  feelings 
and  to  the  feelings  of  their  fellow-citizens,  have 
made  this  declaration  without  disguise;  and  they 
trust  that  the  uniform  character  and  conduct  of 
this  people  will  save  it  from  aU  liabUity  to  misinter- 
pretation, 

Happy  in  oiir  own  institutions,  we  claim  no  privi- 
lege; we  indulge  no  ambition  to  extend  them  to 
other  nations ;  we  admit  the  equal  rights  of  all  na- 
tions to  form  their  own  governments  and  to  administer 
their  own  internal  affairs  as  they  may  judge  proper ; 
and  however  they  may  in  these  respects  differ  from 
us,  we  do  not  on  that  account,  regard  with  the  less 
satisfaction  their  tranquillity  and  happiness. 

Your  committee,  having  thus  considered  the  sub- 
ject referred  to  them  in  all  its  aspects,  are  unani- 
mously of  opinion,  that  it  is  just  and  expedient  to  ac- 
knowledge the  independence  of  the  several  nations  of 
Spanish  America,  without  any  reference  to  the  di- 
versity in  the  forms  of  their  governments ;  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  this  opinion,  they  respectfully  submit 
the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  House  of  Representatives  con- 
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cur  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  President  in  his 
Message  of  the  8th  of  March,  1822,  that  the  Ameri- 
can provinces  of  Spain  which  have  declared  their  in- 
dependence, and  are  in  the  eiyoyment  of  it,  ought  to 
be  recognized  by  the  United  States  as  independent 
nations. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  appropriating  a  sum, 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  enable 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  give  due  effect 
to  such  recognition. 


Thttesdat,  March  21. 
District  of  Oolvmbia. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Oommittee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred,  on  the 
9th  instant,  a  petition  of  sundi-y  Inhabitants 
of  the  said  District,  reported  a  bill  to  enable 
the  inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Columbia  to 
form  a  frame  of  government ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. — The  bill  is  as  follows : 
A  Bill  to  enable  the  inhabitants  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  to  form  a  frame  of  Government. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress 
assembled,  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  to  hold  a 
Convention,  to  determine  whether  it  wiU  be  for  their 
benefit  to  have  the  rights  of  self-government  extend- 
ed to  them,  so  far  as  the  same  may  constitutionally 
be  done ;  and  if  they  shall  be  of  such  opinion,  to  form 
a  frame  of  government,  to  be  submitted  to  Congress 
for  their  approbation. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
Convention  shall  be  composed  of  twelve  representa- 
tives for  the  city  of  Washington,  and  that  part  of  the 
county  of  Washington  east  of  Rock  Creek ;  of  eight 
representatives  for  the  town  of  Georgetown,  and  that 
part  of  the  county  west  of  Kock  Creek  ;  and  of  nine 
representatives  fiom  the  town  and  county  of  Alexan- 
dria. The  said  representatives  to  be  free  white  tax- 
able males,  inhabitants  of  said  District,  above  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  who  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot, 
by  the  free  white  taxable  males,  inhabitants  of  said 
District,  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  on  the 

day  of next,  under  the  superintendence  of 

such  judges,  at  such  place  in  each  of  the  said  towns, 
and  subject  to  such  other  directions,  as  the  President 
of  the  United  States  may  prescribe. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  persons 
so  chosen  shall  convene,  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
at  such  place  as  shall  be  fixed  by  the   President  of 

the  United  States,  on  the day  of ,  and  shall 

organize  themselves  by  the  appointment  of  a  presid- 
ing officer,  and  such  other  officers  as  may  be  neces- 
sary. A  majority  of  the  members  shall  constitute  a 
quorum,  and  their  proceedings  shall  be  communicat- 
ed to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  be  by 
him  laid  before  Congress  at  their  next  session. 


Monday,  March  25. 
Revolutionary  Pension  Bill. 
The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  biU  supplementary 
to  the  act  to  provide  for  persons  engaged  in  the 
land  and  naval  service  of  the  United  States  in 
the  Revolutionary  war. 


Mr.  Keyes  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  first  section  :  "  and  in  all  oases  he 
shall  be  considered  unable  to  support  himself  if 
he  is  over  the  age  of  sixty-five  years,  and  his 
property  does  not  exceed  one  hundred  dollars." 

Mr.  Keyes  observed  that  this  was  a  bill  sup- 
plementary to  two  acts  passed  by  Congress. 
The  first  was  passed  March  18,  1818,  which  was 
favorable  to  a  certain  proportion  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolutionary  Army.  The  other  act  of 
Congress,  which  wag  in  addition  to  the  act  of 
1818,  was  passed  May  1,  1820,  and  in  my  opin- 
ion, said  Mr.  K.,  it  had  torn  out  a  part  of  the 
bowels  of  the  act  of  1818 ;  for  it  gave  one  man 
authority  to  drop  from  the  pension  roll  as  many 
men  as  he  should  please — and  it  had  been  his 
pleasure  to  drop  from  the  pension  roll  in  per- 
suance  of  said  act,  more  of  the  old  soldiers  than 
the  British,  and  their  allies,  the  Hessians  and 
Indians,  ever  slew  in  any  one  battle  during  the 
Revolutionary  war.  Ajid  the  striking  off  of  the 
pension  roll,  is  the  cause  of  so  many  prayers  and 
petitions  being  presented  to  this  Congress  from 
the  old  heroes — stating  that  they  were  wrong- 
fully struck  ofi'  the  pension  roll,  and  now  beg- 
ging Congress  to  restore  them  to  said  roll  again ; 
and  I  ask  Congress,  said  Mr.  K.,  what  wiU  you 
do  with  these  old  worthies  ?  Time  is  short — I 
mean  it  is  short  with  the  remnant  of  that  Rev- 
olutionary Army.  Mr.  Chairman,  let  us  make 
a  calculation.  Many  of  that  Army,  in  the  year 
1775,  were  rising  of  sixty  years  of  age  forty- 
seven  years  ago.  That  would  make  this  class 
of  soldiers  one  hundred  and  seven  years  old. 
Where  are  they,  Mr.  Chairman?  They  are 
all  in  their  graves.  No  pensions  are  needed  for 
this  class  of  soldiers.  But,  sir,  generally  speak- 
ing, that  Army  were  from  the  age  of  forty-five 
to  eighteen  years  of  age.  Take  forty-five  and 
add  forty-seven  years,  since  the  commencement 
of  that .  war,  and  it  would  make  that  class 
ninety-two  years  old  at  the  present  time.  I  ask 
where  are  they  ?  They  likewise  are  all  in  their 
graves,  or  nearly  all.  You  will  not  have  any 
pensions  to  give  them,  or,  if  any,  but  few.  We 
will  now  speak  of  the  youngest  class,  or  nearly 
so — eighteen  at  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
forty-seven  since,  will  make  that  class  sixty -five. 
This  class  is  in  the  evening  of  their  days,  and 
will  you  not  afford  them  a  little  relief?  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  was  one  of  those  American  Revolu- 
tionary rebels,  as  the  British  were  pleased  to 
call  us,  when  we  fought  under  the  authority  of 
the  thirteen  colonies,  and  I  well  remember  the 
cold  and  hunger,  the  fatigue  and  slaughter  which 
that  Army  had  to  meet  with.  Yes,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  Revolutionary  Army,  under  the  con- 
federated States,  underwent  every  thing  but 
death,  in  defending  tbeir  country  from  the  op- 
pression and  tyranny  of  their  mother  country, 
and  thousands  and  thousands  of  them  were  slain 
in  that  bloody  and  awful  conflict.  These  old 
heroes  were  undoubtedly  the  bravest  men  that 
the  world  ever  produced,  ever  since  David 
fought  Gohatb,  the  Lion,  and  the  Bear.  And 
how,  Mr.  Chairman,  were  these  worthy  soldiers 
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paid  for  the  great  services  they  had  rendered 
their  country?  I  answer,  they  were  paid  in 
rags,  made  into  Continental  bills,  which  bills 
represented  gold  and  silver.  But  these  bills 
were  never  redeemed,  therefore  the  soldiers 
were  never  paid  according  to  contract.  Bnt 
these  old  heroes,  after  they  had  spent  the  glory 
of  their  days  in  defending  the  liberties  of  their 
country,  sat  down  easy  and  contented.  No 
murmuring— no  complaittt  was  heard  from  them. 
No  prayers — no  petitions  were  presented  by 
them  to  Congress  to  give  them  pensions ;  and 
so  the  old  heroes  would  have  remained  in  their 
poverty  until  death,  had  not  the  Congress  in 
March,  1818,  of  their  own  free  will  and  ac- 
cord, unsolicited  by  the  indigent  soldiers,  passed 
a  generous  law,  inviting  the  soldiers  and  sailors 
who  were  poor  and  needy,  to  come  and  take  a 
pension  for  life.  Congress  pointed  out  the  road 
for  them  to  come ;  and  what,  said  Mr.  K.,  were 
the  requirements  of  Congress  in  that  bill  ?  I 
answer,  the  applicant  was  to  make  a  declaration 
under  oath,  before  a  United  States  judge,  or 
one  of  the  judges  of  the  State,  Territory,  or 
county,  where  the  applicant  resided,  stating  his 
reduced  circumstances,  and  need  of  his  country's 
help — the  time  he  engaged  in  the  United  States 
service — the  company,  regiment,  and  the  line 
of  the  Army  he  served  in,  the  time  and  manner 
of  his  discharge  from  the  Army,  and  what 
other  proof  was  in  his  power  to  make;  and 
when  he  had  thus  sworn  under  oath  before  the 
said  judge,  and  made  what  other  proof  he  could 
— if  the  judge  was  of  the  opinion  he  had  served 
against  the  common  enemy,  according  to  the  re- 
quirements of  the  act,  and  was  in  such  reduced 
circumstances  as  to  need  the  assistance  of  his 
country,  the  judge  was  to  transmit  the  testimony 
in  the  case,  and  the  proceedings  had  thereon, 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War,  and 
if  he  was  satisfied  that  the  soldier  or  sailor 
comes  under  the  provisions  of  said  act,  it  was 
his  duty  to  put  him  on  the  pension  roll.  And 
was  this  all,  Mr.  Chairman  ?  No- — ^there  was 
a  clause  in  the  act  which  provided  that,  if  any 
apphcant  gave  false  testimony  in  his  declara- 
tion, he  should  be  liable  to  indictment  for  wilful 
and  corrupt  perjury.  And  now  I  ask  every 
lawyer  in  this  Congress  the  question,  whether 
there  was  any  other  legal  way  to  have  dropped 
any  soldier  from  the  pension  roll,  except  to  first 
convict  him  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury  ?  And 
and  I  am  fuUy  persuaded  that  every  lawyer  of 
good  understanding  will  join  me  in  the  opinion, 
that  there  was  not  any  other  legal  way  to  drop 
any  ofi'  of  the  pension  roll. 

Mr.  Alexandee,  of  Virginia,  said,  in  order 
to  try  the  sense  of  the  House  as  to  the  principle 
of  the  bUl,  he  would  move  to  strike  out  the  first 
section,  which  was  extremely  obnoxious  to  him. 
He  was  not  so  much  opposed  to  the  second, 
which  resulted  from  the  necessity  of  the  case ; 
but,  rather  than  gain  that  at  the  expense  of  the 
other,  he  would  be  willing  to  give  up  the  whole. 
He  must  confess  his  surprise  to  find  his  friend 
from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Cooke)  among  the  advo- 


cates of  this  bill,  who  had  at  all  times  evinced 
such  a  disposition  to  economize  every  depart- 
ment," and  to  bring  the  expenditure  within  the 
means  of  the  Government.  It  was  not  so  sur- 
prising to  find  a  support  elsewhere,  when  he  re- 
collected, at  a  former  period,  that  every  efibrt 
was  made  to  destroy  the  provisions  of  the  last 
act  upon  the  subject,  which,  however  reluc- 
tantly, gentlemen  are  obliged  to  admit  have 
been  extremely  salutary.  No  one  ever  thought, 
under  the  original  act,  we  should  be  compelled 
to  appropriate  three  millions  of  dollars  to  carry 
it  into  effect.  And  no  one  can  take  upon  him- 
self to  say — not  even  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee— if  the  bill  passes  in  its  present  shape, 
that  we  shall  not  be  called  upon  to  add  five 
hundred  thousand  or  a  million  to  the  present 
fund  for  the  present  purpose.  These  contingen- 
cies, like  some  others,  will  be  presented  at  a  time 
when  we  are  least  prepared  to  meet  the  de- 
mand, and  will  have  to  be  put  down  under  the 
head  of  deficiencies.  And  I  do  deem  it  of  some 
consequence  to  know  what  will  be  the  probable 
estimate,  if  gentlemen  are  determined  to  entail 
this  system  upon  the  nation.  The  amount,  how- 
ever, out  of  the  question,  and  I  am  opposed  to 
the  bill  in  principle. 

Gentlemen  may  call  it  by  what  name  they 
please,  it  is  little  else  than  the  original  act  itself, 
liable  to  the  same  system  of  fraud,  perjury,  and 
corruption,  which  have  heretofore  been  practis- 
ed upon  the  Government.  For,  sir,  what  is  the 
character  of  it?  It  provides  that  "in  all  cases 
where  persons  are  stricken  from  the  pension  roll, 
and  they  are  afterwards  from  any  cause  so  re- 
duced in  circumstances  as  to  be  incapable  of 
supporting  themselves,  they  may  be  permitted 
to  come  in  and  take  advantage  of  the  act  passed 
in  1820."  And,  my  word  for  it,  there  will  be 
scarcely  one  who  will  not  bring  himself  within 
the  rule ;  for  we  know  how  easy  a  matter  it  is 
for  an  individual,  if  you  prescribe  to  him  the 
nature  of  the  evidence  required,  to  make  out 
his  case.  It  is  in  fact  an  invitation — ^nay,  an 
encouragement — ^to  those  who,  with  a  proper 
share  of  industry  and  exertion,  are  capable  of 
supporting  themselves  and  family,  to  get  rid  of 
the  little  property  which  they  have  as  an  en- 
cumbrance, by  putting  it  to  hazard  in  dissipation 
or  any  other  way,  provided  it  does  not  appear 
to  be  done  with  a  fraudulent  intent ;  and  (as  the 
ingenuity  of  man  is  always  .capable  of  the  task) 
well  knowing  that,  let  the  worst  happen,  they 
can  here  take  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  act, 
by  which  they  will  be  placed  in  a  more  solvent 
condition. 

I  do  not  say  that  it  wiU  be  the  case  with  all 
of  them,  but  that  it  will  with  the  greater  part 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  notwithstand- 
ing your  oaths,  your  schedules,  and  every  thing 
besides;_particularly  when  we  have  been  told 
that  an  individual  who  once  claimed  the  honor 
of  a  seat  on  this  floor,  and  it  is  presumed  stood 
wen  in  the  confidence  of  the  people,  felt  no 
scruples  upon  this  subject.  And  with  such  high 
examples  before  their  eyes,  is  it  at  all  wonderful 
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that  they  who  move  in  a  mnoh  humbler  sphere 
should  equally  disregard  the  solenmity  and  ob- 
ligation of  an  oath  ? 

I  do  not  mean  to  disparage  the  claim  of  the 
Eevolutionary  soldier,  but,  as  my  honorable  col- 
league (Mr.  Randolph)  very  properly  remarked 
on  a  former  occasion,  it  is  disparaged  by  the 
very  act  itself.  For  you  know,  sir,  it  is  one 
thing  to  face  your  enemy,  and  another  to  turn 
your  back  upon  him ;  and  no  one  will  pretend 
to  say,  that  these  are  equally  deserving  the  af- 
fections of  the  American  people. 

Gentlemen  tell  us  that  the  Eevolutionary  sol- 
dier is  fast  hastening  to  his  home ;  and  the  one 
who  spoke  first  in  this  debate  (Mr.  Keyes)  un- 
dertook to  prove — what  is  reduced  to  almost 
arithmetical  certainty — ^that  the  first  enlistment 
is  fairly  off  the  stage,  and  the  last  well  turned 
of  sixty,  and  a  few  more  days  will  light  their 
"way  to  dusty  death."  Yes,  sir,  labitur  et 
labetur  is  applied  to  the  progress  of  time,  and 
I  wish  it  may  not  with  some  propriety  be  ap- 
plied to  the  Eevolutionary  course  of  the  sol- 
diers ;  for  in  truth,  from  the  evidence  before 
us,  they  put  me  very  much  in  mind  of  the  buck- 
ram gentry,  who,  instead  of  diminishing,  mul- 
tiply in  a  geometrical  ratio.  The  system,  sir, 
is  wrong  in  itself;  and  the  more  it  is  attempt- 
ed to  be  mended,  the  worse  it  is  for  the  na- 
tion. 

Mr.  MoCox  moved  to  lay  the  bai  on  the 
table,  which  was  lost;  when  the  hill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to- 
morrow. 


TnESDAY,  March  26. 
Project  of  the  lE^eneh  citizen,  Mons.  Framdieu, 
for  the  Protection  of  the  Liberty  of  the  Press. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  two 
pamphlets  which  had  been  transmitted  to  him 
as  Speaker,  by  Monsieur  Franclieu,  a  citizen  of 
France,  containing  a  project  for  the  protection 
of  the  liberty  of  the  press,  which  he  desired  to 
be  laid  before  the  House  of  Eepresentatives. 
They  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

BeeolutionoAry  Pension  BUI. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  acts  providing  for  the  relief  of 
certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval 
service  of  the  United  States  in  the  Eevolution- 
ary war,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Ajid,  on  the  question,  "Shall  the  said  bilL 
pass  I  "  it  was  determined  in  the  afSrmative — 
yeas  128,  nays  23. 

Expenditures  on  Public  Buildings. 
Mr.  Nelson-,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Expenditures  on  the  Public  Buildings, 
made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  the  Expenditures  on  the  Putlio 
Buildings,  report:  That  it  appears  from  the  state- 
ment of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Buildings, 
laid  before  the  committee,  that  his  disbursements  on 


account  of  the  centre  building  of  the  Capitol,  during 

the  year  1821,  were  as  follows,  viz : 

For  materials  -        -  -     $32,209  50 

For  freight,  warfage,  drayage,   tools, 

smith's  biU,  fuel,  stationery,  &e.      -         7,922  49 

For  compensation  to  architect,  clerk, 
and  three  persons  at  the  head  of 
carvers',  stonecutters',  and  carpen- 
ters' departments  -  8,250  00 

For  labor,  including  pay  of  five  persons 

employed  as  foremen  and  overseers  -       53,982  30 


Amount  expended  on  centre  building 

of  Capitol,  in  1821  -    $102,314  29 

And  there  was  expended  upon  the  Presi- 
dent's House,  in  the  same  year, 
the  snm  of    -        -  -  5,405  32 

For  old  Executive  offices  -  6,736  67 

For  ground  around  the  Capitol  -         2,017  56 

Amount  expended  on  the  public  build- 
ings and  Capitol  square,  in  1821       -  $115,473  84 


Appropriations. 

March  3,  1821.  For  the  work  on  cen- 
tre building  of  Capitol,  in  addition  to 
unexpended  balances  of  apprbpria^ 
tions  to  other  buildings  -  $80,000  00 

January  1,  1821.  The  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  former  appropriations  for  the 
centre  building,  as  appears  by  the 
Commissioner's  letter,  of  the  25th  of 
January,  1821,  was  -        -  -    35,664  19 

The  unexpended  balance  of  appropria- 
tions of  the  11th  of  April,  1820,  for 
wings  of  Capitol  and  Senate  Chamber, 
transferred  by  act  of  3d  March,  1821, 
was        -  .        -        -  993  23 

March  3,  1819.     For  covering  the  old 

Executive  offices  with  Slate     -         -       10,000  00 

March  3,  1821.     For  covering  the  roof 

of  the  President's  house  with  copper  7,845  00 

March  3,  1821.  For  graduating  and 
improving  the  ground  around  the 
Capitol  -  2,000  00 


Amount  applicable  to  public  buildings 

and  Capitol  square,  in  1821  -  $136,502  45 


From  the  foregoing  statement  it  will  be  perceived 
that,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  excess  in  the  dis- 
bursement on  Capitol  square,  the  expenditures  have 
been  kept  within  the  appropriations ;  that,  on  the  Ist 
January,  1822,  there  was  an  unexpended  balance  of 
appropriations  for  the  centre  building  and  wings  of 
the  Capitol,  of  $14,343  16,  applicable  to  the  work 
on  the  centre  building ;  and  that  the  amount  of  the 
sums  expended  upon  the  President's  house,  the  old 
Executive  offices,  and  the  ground  around  the  Capi- 
tol, in  1821,  is  less  by  $6,685  45  than  the  amount  of 
appropriations  for  those  objects,  by  the  acts  of  the 
3d  of  March,  1819,  and  the  3d  of  March,  1821.  An 
appropriation  of  $700  by  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March, 
1821,  for  improvements  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  and 
in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  and  in 
the  Library,  is  not  embraced  in  the  above  statement 
The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  materials 
were  purchased  at  moderate  prices ;  that  the  labor 
■was  procured  on   reasonable   terms;  and  that  the 
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work  has  been  executed  in  a  substantial  and  work- 
manlike manner. 

The  report  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Florida    Territorial   Oov&rnment — Befuaal  to 
Extend  "  the  Priruiiples  of  the  Constitution  " 
to  the  Territory  for  the  Protection  of  Liberty, 
Property,  and  Religion;  and  the  Gra/nt  of  the 
awme  Protection  under  the  Ordinance  of ''SI, 
amd  the  Treaty  of  Cession. 
The  Honge  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
on  a  hill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  a  Ter- 
ritorial government  in  Florida. 

Mr.  Hill  proposed  to  insert  in  the  20th  line 
of  seventh  section,  after  the  word  "  court,"  the 
words  who  shall  reside  in  or  near  St.  Augustine 
and  Pensacola,  respectively."  The  amendment 
was  supported  by  the  mover,  and  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Seegbant  and  Mooeb,  of  Alabama, 
when  the  question  was  put,  and  the  amendment 
negatived. 

Many  amendments  were  proposed  and  con- 
sidered ;  among  which  were  two  by  Mr.  San- 
ders, of  North  Carolina,  which  gave  rise  to 
some  debate,  one  of  which  was  withdrawn  by 
the  mover,  and  the  other  was  adopted.  Among 
the  gentlemen  who  proposed  or  spoke  to  amend- 
ments, were  Messrs.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts, 
BuETON,  Ehea,  and  many  others. 

Mr.  MoNTGOMEET,  after  a  few  prefatory  re- 
marks, submitted,  as  a  substitute  for  a  section 
which  it  was  proposed  to  strike  out,  the  fol- 
lowing : 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the  principles  of 
the  United  States  Constitution,  for  the  security  of 
civil  and  religious  freedom,  and  for  the  security  of 
property,  and  the  sacredness  of  rights  to  things  in  ac- 
tion ;  and  aU  the  prohibitions  to  legislation,  as  well 
with  respect  to  Congress  as  the  Legislatures  of  the 
States,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  declared  to  be, 
applicable  to  the  said  Territory,  a»  paramount  acts. 

Mr.  Ehea  said  he  would  vote  against  striking 
out  the  section  under  consideration.  We  have, 
said  he,  lately  obtained  the  sovereignty  of 
Florida.  The  people  inhabiting  that  country 
have  not  long  been  comprehended  within  the 
territory  of  the  United  States.  The  ninth 
[tenth]  section  of  the  biU  contains  three  great 
principles,  namely :  one  securing  the  right  of 
conscience,  one  securing  personal  liberty,  and 
another  securing  the  right  of  property.  The 
people  of  Florida  (except  citizens  of  the  United 
States  who  may  have  removed  there  either 
temporarily  or  permanently)  know  little  of  our 
constitution  and  laws ;  to  these  they  are  stran- 
gers. Many  principles  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  require  laws  of  the  United 
States  to  carry  them  into  operation.  It  has 
been  intimated  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  covers  the  people  of  Florida,  and 
that  is  sufficient.  The  treaty  whereby  Spain 
coded  Florida  to  the  United  States  might  as 
well  be  urged  in  this  argument  as  the  Constitu- 


tion of  the  United  States ;  for  that  treaty  pro- 
vides for  the  security  of  the  people  of  Florida 
in  the  enjoyment  of  their  religion,  and  per- 
sonal liberty,  and  right  of  property.  The  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  provides  that 
new  States  may  be  admitted  into  this  Union; 
the  treaty  with  Spain  provides  that  the  people 
of  Florida  shall,  in  due  time,  be  admitted  into 
this  Union  ;  but  laws  of  the  United  States, 
providing  for  such  admission,  are  necessary. 
Who  has  heard  of  a  new  State  being  admitted 
into  this  Union  without  laws  of  the  United 
States  providing  for  such  admission?  This 
"bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  Territorial 
government  in  Florida,"  provides  that  certain 
laws  of  the  United  States  shall  have  full  force 
and  effect  in  Florida.  The  reasons  urged  for 
striking  out  the  ninth  section  may,  with  equal 
propriety,  be  urged  for  striking  out  the  eighth 
section  of  this  bill,  which  provides  that  the 
said  laws  shall  be  in  force  and  obtain  in  Flori- 
da, because  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  arti- 
cle, aiid  the  third  section  of  the  fourth  article 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  give 
power  to  Congress  to  enact  such  laws.  That 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  shall  ob- 
tain and  have  full  force  and  effect  in  a  territory 
not  included  within  the  bounds  and  limits  of 
the  territories  of  the  old  thirteen  States,  or 
either  of  them,  but  which  has  been  acquired 
by  treaty  from  any  foreign  power  since  the 
adoption  of  that  constitution,  and  that  the  in- 
habitants of  such  territory  shall  be  entitled  to 
all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities,  sanc- 
tioned and  coniirmed  by  the  constitution  to 
citizens  of  the  United  States ;  it  appears  neces- 
sary and  consistent  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  that  the  sovereign  people 
shall,  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
enact  laws  preparatory  to,  and  declaratory  of, 
the  admission  of  such  territory  to  a  participa- 
tion of  the  rights,  &c.,  derived  from  the  con- 
stitution, and  afterwards  to  be  admitted  a  State 
of  this  Union  on  the  same  footing  as  one  of  the 
original  States ;  tlie  people  of  such  new  State 
will  then  have  their  foil  representation  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and 
then  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is 
in  full  operation  in  and  over  such  new  States  as 
it  is  in  one  of  the  original  States. 

Religious  liberty,  the  right  to  worship  the 
Eternal,  agreeably  to  the  dictates  of  conscience, 
is  the  highest  right  a  human  being  can  pos- 
sess. The  treaties  made  by  the  United  States 
with  foreign  powers,  by  which  territory  has 
been  acquired,  do  guarantee  religious  liberty — 
the  right  to  worship  the  Eternal,  agreeably  to 
the  dictates  of  conscience,  to  the  people  of  that 
acquired  territory.  The  first  article  of  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
declares  that  Congress  shall  make  no  law  re- 
specting an  establishment  of  religion,  or  pro- 
hibiting the  exercise  thereof — the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  guarantees  to  each  State 
a  republican  form  of  government ;  and  the  con- 
stitution of  each  State  respectively  guarantees 
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to  the  citizens  thereof  the  freedom  of  religious 
opinions,  professions,  or  worship — and  the  citi- 
zens are  protected  in  their  liberty  and  proper- 
ty. The  ninth  section  of  this  bill  provides  that 
the  inhabitants  of  Florida  shall  be  protected  in 
their  liberty,  property,  and  the  exei-cise  of  their 
religion ;  thereby  confirming,  by  the  sovereign 
powers  of  the  United  States,  the  rights  which 
the  Florida  treaty  reserved  to  them. 

This  ninth  section,  so  far  as  it  goes,  may  be 
considered  as  a  constitution  containing  princi- 
ples of  a  permanent  nature ;  on  which  is  bot- 
tomed, so  far  as  this  bill  provides,  the  consti- 
tutional compact  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  with  the  people  of  Florida ;  this  section 
declares  to  the  inhabitants  of  Florida  that  they 
shall  bo  protected  in  their  liberty,  property, 
and  the  exercise  of  their  religion — and  it  noti- 
fies them  that  no  law  shall  ever  be  valid,  which 
shall  impair,  or  in  any  way  restrain  them  in  the 
freedom  of  their  religious  opinions,  professions, 
or  worship. 

In  all  ages,  men  who  sincerely  worshipped 
the  Almighty,  in  any  manner  or  form,  have 
deemed  the  rights  of  conscience  and  the  free- 
dom of  religious  opinions  most  sacred ;  of  this 
right  they  have  been  most  tenacious,  and  have 
suffered  persecution  of  every  kind  rather  than 
surrender  or  give  it  up  to  the  arbitrary  will  of 
others.  The  inhabitants  of  Florida  are  pre- 
sumed to  be  tenacious  of  their  religious  opin- 
ions, as  well  as  of  their  liberty  and  rights  of 
property.  They  may  have  been  informed  that 
the  Florida  treaty  provides  that  they  shall  pos- 
sess these  rights — they  may  understand  that 
they  are  to  be  admitted  as  soon  as  possible  into 
this  Union,  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States ;  let  the  ninth  section  of  this  biU 
be  retained,  and  they  will  be  expressly  in- 
formed that  the  rights  enumerated  in  this  sec- 
tion are  to  them  confirmed  by  the  sovereign 
power  of  the  United  States. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  striking 
out  the  10  th  section,  (of  which  Mr.  Montgom- 
bet's  amendment  was  proposed  to  be  inserted 
as  a  substitute,)  and  the  motion  was  lost.* 


*  This  prompt  rejection  of  Mr.  Montgomery's  proposition, 
shows  -what  the  Congress  of  1822  thought  of  the  rigM  at 
territories  to  the  enjoyment  of  any  part  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  The  proposition  was  to  extend,  not 
the  constitution  generally,  but  the  ^^ principles'^  of  it,  in 
three  enumerated  cases,  to  the  territory;  and  It  was  rejected 
upon  the  ground  that  the  ^^ principles  "  of  the  constitution 
required  laws  of  Congress  to  put  them  into  operation ;  and 
also  apoQ  the  ground  that  the  bill  itself  contained  the  three 
principles,  (as  all  territorial  bills  did  from  the  ordinance  of 
'8T  down  to  the  present  time.)  The  three  principles  were : 
protection  to  liberty,  property,  and  religion;  so  that  the 
only  question  between  Mr.  Montgomery's  proposition  and 
the  clause  already  in  the  bill  was,  as  to  the  tenure  by  which 
these  rights  should  be  held ;  whether  under  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  or  under  a  law  of  Congress  and  the 
treaty  of  cession.  A  nd  the  decision  was,  that  they  should 
be  held  under  the  law  and  the  treaty.  Thus  a  direct  issue 
was  made  between  constitutional  rights  on  one  hand,  and 


Mr.  Walkbe  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
so  as  to  authorize  the  people  of  Florida  to  elect 
their  Legislative  Council.  The  question,  was 
taken  and  lost — ayes  15. 

Mr.  CoLDEif  cEdled  for  the  reading  of  a  me- 
morial of  certain  citizens  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  praying  for  the  suppression  of  slavery  in 
Florida,  and  which  had  been  referred  to  this 
committee ;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the 
bill  as  amended  to  the  House,  when  the  amend- 
ments were  respectively  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Hill  moved  to  amend  the  Tth  line  of 
the  5th  section,  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"  law,"  the  words  "  which  is  now  in  force  or 
which  shall  hereafter  be  passed." 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  MoDttf- 
rm,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  MoNTQOMEET  again  submitted  the  sub- 
stitute he  had  offered  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  which  was  again  negatived. 

No  further  amendment  having  been  offered, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  March  27. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consid- 
er the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, on  the  petition  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Alabama,  for  permission  to  tax  certain  lands ; 
and  the  said  report  was  again  ordered  to  he  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Wakfield  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Eoads  and  Ca- 
nals be  instructed  to  inq^uire  into  the  expediency  of 
appropriating  a  snfficient  sum  of  money  to  turnpike 
the  post  road  leading  from  the  city  of  Washington  to 
Fredericktown,  in  the  State  of  Maryland. 


the  discretion  of  Congress  on  the  other,  in  the  gOTernment 
of  this  territory,  and  decided  promptly,  and  without  debate 
(for  there  was  no  speech  after  that  of  Mr.  Ehea  on  either 
side,)  against  the  constitution.  It  was  tantamount  to  the 
express  declaration,  "  Yov,  shaU  Juxve  these  principles 
which  are  in  the  consHtvMon  ;  'but  not  as  a  con^iiiuiional 
right,  Twr  even  as  a  grant  irNDEE  the  constiUiiion,  but  as 
a  Justice  jUywvng  from  our  discretion,  a/nd  as  an  ob^tgn- 
iion  imposed  by  the  treaty  which  trans/erred  you  to  our 
sovereignty."  This  is  the  language  which  this  legislation 
speaks ;  and  I  defy  any  language  to  be  more  explicit — mora 
to  the  point — or  more  authoritative. 

The  following  is  the  tenth  section  of  the  bill,  granting 
these  rights  to  the  territory,  and  other  rights,  constituting, 
in  fact,  its  constitution : 

"  Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  to  the  end 
that  the  inhabitants  may  be  protected  in  their  liberty,  prop- 
erty, and  the  exercise  of  their  religion,  no  law  shall  ever  be 
valid  which  shall  impair,  or  in  any  way  restrain,  the  free- 
dom of  religious  opinions,  professions,  or  worship.  They 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 
They  shall  be  bailable,  in  all  cases,  except  fur  capital  of 
fences,  where  the  proof  is  evident  or  the  presumption  great 
All  fines  shall  be  moderate  and  proportioned  to  the  effence ; 
and  excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor  cruel  or  unu- 
sual punishments  inflicted.  No  ex  post  facto  law,  or  law 
impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts,  shall  ever  be  passed; 
nor  shall  private  property  be  taken  for  public  uses,  without 
just  compensation." 
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And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  the 
resolution  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Kbid  called  for  the  consideration  of  a 
resolution  submitted  by  him  yesterday,  for 
placing  a  glass  ceiling  under  the  dome  of  the 
Eepresentative  Hall,  but  the  House  refused  to 
consider  the  same,  ayes  52,  noes  64. 

Mr.  Kbid  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved,  That  the  canvaa  lately  covering  the  Hall, 
be  replaced,  under  the  direction  of  the  Speaker. 

But  the  House  refused  to  consider  the  same. 

Mr.  OooK  called  for  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  James  McFarland.  The 
House  agreed  to  consider  the  same,  and  con- 
curred in  the  amendment  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  On  the  question  of  en- 
grossing the  bill  for  a  third  reading,  it  was 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Cooke,  Albxandee,  and 
MoCoT,  and  supported  by  Messrs.  Cook,  Stbe- 
Lma,  of  New  York,  and  Mooee,  of  Alabama ; 
when,  after  a  further  amendment,  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  EANKiif,  had  been  adopted,  the 
said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  an- 
nouncing the  disagreement  of  that  House  to  an 
amendment  to  the  bill  granting  certain  lots  of 
lands  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans  and  town  of 
Mobile,  &o. ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Seegbant, 
the  House  receded  from  their  amendment,  and 
the  bin  was  passed. 

Col.  TrumbulVs  Paintings. 
The  joint  resolution  submitted  yesterday,  by 
Mr.  Blaokledgb,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Buildings,  relative  to  the  proper  dispo- 
sition of  the  paintings  of  Colonel  Trumbull, 
was  called  up,  and,  by  tmanimous  consent,  the 
following  substitute  was  received  in  lieu  there- 
of: 

Mesohed,  That  a  committee  he  appointed,  consist- 
iiig  of  three  memhers,  jointly  with  such  committee 
as  may  be  appointed  by  the  Senate,  to  examine  and 
report  to  the  respective  Houses  the  most  eligible  dis- 
position to  be  made  of  the  national  paintings  exe- 
cuted by  Colonel  Trumbull,  under  the  authority  of 
Congress. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

Government  of  Florida. 

The  biU  from  the  Senate  providing  for  the 
establishment  of  a  territorial  government  in 
Florida,  with  the  amendments  adopted  in  this 
House,  was  then  read  a  third  time. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
then  taken  without  debate,  and  carrifed  without 
opposition.  [The  bill  has  to  go  back  to  the 
Senate  for  concun'ence  in  the  amendments.] 

Fugitive  Sla/ves. 
The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  provide  for 
delivering  up  persons  held  to  labor  or  service 
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in  any  of  the  States  or  Territories,  who  shall 
escape  to  any  other  State  or  Territory. 

No  amendment  having  been  proposed  to  the 
iirst  section  of  the  bill,  the  second  was  read, 

when  ,■,.«, 

Mr.  CoLDEN-  moved  to  strike  from  the  difler- 
ent  parts  thereof  where  they  occurred,  the 
words  "  or  justice,"  so  as  to  limit  the  exercise 
of  the  power  contained  in  that  section,  to  judges 
of  a  court  of  record.  He  contended  that  the 
great  powers  contemplated,  ought  not  to  be 
given  to  justices  of  the  peace,  who  were,  in 
rank,  the  most  inferior  oflBcers  to  whom  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  is  confided. 

Mr.  Weight  replied,  and  observed  that  he 
had  no  great  objection  to  this  specific  proposi- 
tion; nor  did  he  wish  to  extend  the  powers 
contemplated  by  the  bill  to  justices  of  the 
peace,  but  contended  that  the  word  justice,  in 
the  bill,  was  used  in  its  primitive  sense.  Mr. 
W.  extended  his  remarks  to  considerable  length, 
not  only  in  respect  to  the  amendment,  but  on 
the  general  principles  of  the  bill,  which  he 
contended  were  in  conformity  to  the  constitu- 
tion, which  each  member  of  the  House  was 
sworn  to  observe. 

Mr.  MooEE,  of  Virginia,  observed  that  he 
felt  a  strong  and  peculiar  interest  in  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill.  He  thought  he  should  be 
correct  in  saying  that  the  district  he  represent- 
ed sustained  an  annual  loss  of  fom-  or  five 
thousand  dollars  by  runaway  slaves.  The  law 
of  1793  was  inadequate  to  the  object  it  pro- 
posed to  effect ;  and  he  believed  a  bill  of  this 
sort  was  indispensably  necessary,  and  urged  a 
variety  of  reasons  in  favor  of  the  principle  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  OoLDEN  then  withdrew  the  amendment 
he  had  proposed,  and  moved  to  strike  out  the 
enacting  clause  to  test  the  principle  of  the  bill. 
He  observed  that  no  man  would  go  further 
than  he  would  to  give  effect  to  the  constitu- 
tion, which  aU  agreed  to  denominate  sacred. 
He  was  not  one  of  those  visionary  philanthro- 
pists who  would  contend  for  immediate  and 
universal  emancipation.  He  was  aware  that 
such  an  attempt  was  impracticable,  however 
greatly  it  was  to  be  desired.  As  a  primary 
consideration,  it  was  first  to  be  determined 
whether  this  bill  contained  any  necessary  and 
valuable  provisions  beyond  those  already  exist- 
ing, and  under  this  view  of  the  subject  he  ex- 
amined with  minuteness  the  present  laws  on 
the  subject,  and  contrasted  them  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill.  He  thought  the  latter  were 
inconsistent  with  the  principles  of  liberty,  and 
had  a  direct  and  efBcient  agency  to  promote  the 
traific  which  had  been  carried  on  to  a  great  ex- 
tent of  seizing  free  blacks  and  selling  them  for 
slaves.  He  contended  that  it  was  not  compe- 
tent to  violate  the  principles  of  civil  liberty 
merely  because  some  districts  had  sustained 
injury,  as  had  been  expressed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Mookb.) 

Mr.  Weight  believed  that  the  bill  was  suffi- 
ciently guarded  for  the  protection  of  civil  lib- 
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erty — expressed  his  devotion  to  its  cause,  and 
to  the  principles  of  the  constitution,  and  hig 
wish  that  the  gentleman  from  New  Tork  (Mr. 
Coldbn)  would  unite  in  guarding  the  hUl  from 
encroachments  upon  that  instrument,  if  he 
feared  it  was  about  to  be  impaired.  Mr.  W. 
referred  to  cases  that  had  occurred  in  Mary- 
land and  elsewhere,  which  called  imperiously 
for  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Mr.  Nelson, 
of  Virginia,  against  the  motion,  and  by  Mr. 
Ohambees  in  support  of  it,  Mr.  Woodcock; 
moved  that  the  committee  rise  and  report  pro- 
gress, which  was  agreed  to,  and  leave  was 
given  to  the  committee  to  sit  again. 


Thuhsdat,  March  28. 
Vaccination. 

Mr.  Sek&baht,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of 
this  House,  requiring  that  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  repealing  or  modifying 
the  law  of  1813,  on  the  subject  of  vaccination, 
moved  that  the  said  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  BuETON  said  that  it  was  a  matter  of  much 
more  importance  than  those  not  immediately  in- 
terested believed  it  to  be.  Ten  of  our  fellow- 
creatures,  he  said,  had  lost  their  lives — and  by 
whom  ?  By  the  act  of  a  man  who  styled  him- 
self the  agent  of  the  United  States,  and  a  law  of 
the  United  States  had  placed  it  in  his  power  to 
do  this  irreparable  injury.  If  this  subject  was 
not  to  be  inquired  into,  what  would  be  the  im- 
pression on  the  public  mind?  Would  not  the 
boasted  protection  of  life,  hberty,  and  property, 
be  considered  a  solemn  farce,  if  the  lives  of  our 
fellow-citzens  were  to  be  taken,  and  passed  over 
with  the  same  indifference  as  if  there  had  been 
so  many  cattle  slaughtered?  My  object,  said 
Mr.  B.,  is  to  repeal  the  law,  or  place  the  institu- 
tion on  a  more  respectable  footing,  and  make  the 
agent  in  some  way  responsible,  that  the  same 
accident  may  not  again  occur.  He  further  said, 
he  believed  he  could  prove,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  any  impartial  mind,  that  the  present  agency 
was  not  only  a  nuisance,  but  a  nuisance  of  the 
most  dangerous  kind. 

Mr.  B.  then  moved  that  the  subject  should  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Messrs.  Bueton,  Hall,  Whipple,  Holoombe, 
and  DABLiNGTOif,  were  appointed  said  select 
committee. 

South  American  Governments. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  recommending  the  recognition  of  the 
independence  of  the  South  American  provinces, 
and  proposing  an  appropriation  to  carry  the 
same  into  effect. 

The  resolutions  with  which  the  report  con- 
cludes are  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  House  of  Representatives  concur 


in  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  President,  in  hia  Mes- 
sage of  the  8th  of  March,  1822,  that  the  American 
provinces  of  Spain,  which  have  declared  their  inde- 
pendence, and  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  it,  ought  to  he 
recognized  by  the  United  States  as  independent 
nations. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  appropriating  a  sum,  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  enable 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  give  due  effect 
to  such  recognition. 

Mr.  Teimble  saidj  that  as  he  had,  some  weeks 
past,  offered  a  resolution  requesting  the  President 
to  acknowledge  the  independence  of  all  the 
South  American  Governments,  and  as  the  prop- 
osition before  the  committee  was  in  accordance 
with  his  feelings  and  his  wishes,  it  might  be  ex- 
pected here,  as  he  was  sure  it  would  elsewhere, 
that  he  should  say  something  on  the  occasion. 
When  he  offered  the  resolution  referred  to,  it 
was  his  intention  to  discuss  the  subject  freely 
and  at  large.  He  would  have  entered  upon  that 
discussion  with  much  zeal  he  was  sure,  but,  he 
feared,  without  much  ability.  Happily,  the 
Message  and  documents  had  given  a  new  face  to 
the  whole  subject,  and  saved  the  people  the  un- 
pleasant necessity  of  expressing  an  opinion  against 
the  course  of  policy  which  their  fears  had  pre- 
pared them  to  expect.  Had  the  President  failed 
to  recommend  the  recognition  of  those  Govern- 
ments, impartial  history — if  men  may  look  dimly 
into  futurity — would  have  torn  from  his  temples 
the  garland  which  a  grateful  country  had  placed 
there,  as  a  reward  for  his  public  and  revolution- 
ary services.  But  he  has  not  failed.  Faithful 
to  the  principles  which  gave  birth  to  our  own 
revolution,  and  regardful  of  the  voice  and  wishes 
of  his  country,  he  has  recommended  an  acknowl- 
edgment of  all  the  nations  of  America.  It  was 
a  Message  of  good  tidings  to  twenty  millions  of 
freemen.  It  fills  up  the  measure  of  his  fame, 
and  now  he  may  go  down  to  the  grave,  with 
his  patriot  compeers,  ripe  in  age,  and  fall  of 
honor  and  renown. 

Mr.  T.  congratulated  the  President  and  the 
country,  and  the  friends  of  freedom  every  where, 
upon  the  great  political  event  just  struggling 
into  birth.  The  friends  of  America,  he  said, 
are  not  called  upon  now,  as  formerly,  to  show 
that  its  Governments  are  independent.  The 
President  affirms  the  fact,  and  none  wiU  question 
his  veracity.  The  letters  of  Mr.  Torres  prove 
all  that  is  material  to  know,  and  the  Message 
admits  his  statements  to  be  true.  They  are 
known  to  be  so  by  all  Europe  and  America. 
Those  letters,  said  Mr.  T.,  do  honor  to  the  heart 
and  head  that  wrote  them.  They  equal  in  merit 
the  finest  State  papers  of  the  age.  Colombia 
may  claim  the  writer  and  the  facts  as  hers,  but 
the  papers  are  the  property  of  nations.  Free  gov- 
ernments wUl  preserve  them  as  invaluable  treas- 
ures. Such  a  man  is  an  ornament  to  his  country, 
as  his  country  is  an  ornament  to  others.  Every 
thing,  he  said,  from  that  Republic  fills  us  with 
admiration.  The  valor  of  its  armies — the  patriot- 
ism of  the  people — their  devotion  to  the  causa 
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of  independence,  entitle  them  to  our  profound 
regard.  But,  above  all,  their  constitution,  sim- 
ilar in  all  its  important  features  to  our  own,  is 
most  flattering  to  our  pride,  and  most  consoling 
to  our  hopes.  We  have  the  best  authority  for 
believing  that  Buenos  Ayres,  Chili,  and  Peru, 
are  advancing  in  the  science  of  self-government ; 
and,  although  we  know  but  little  of  the  internal 
affairs  of  Mexico,  yet  what  we  do  know  gives 
assurances  that  it  also  has  a  Bolivar.  Much,  it 
would  seem,  is  in  the  power  of  Iturbide.  Let 
us  hope  that  he  will  not  sacrifice  his  country  on 
the  altar  of  ambition,  and  that  Mexico,  like 
Colombia,  will  have  its  Washington. 

He  did  not  intend,  he  said,  to  trouble  the 
committee  with  a  history  of  the  rise  and  progress 
of  the  Revolution ;  nor  to  array  before  them  the 
great  events  which  had  conducted  the  Spanish 
colonies  to  independence.  He  would  omit  a 
summary  of  sieges ;  "  of  battles  lost  and  won ;" 
of  invading  armies,  and  the  means  and  measures 
taken  to  conquer  or  expel  them ;  nor  would  he 
digress  into  statistical  estimates  or  geographical 
details,  especially  as  all  these  were  better  known 
to  a  member  near  him,  (Mr.  Poinseit,  )  who,  he 
hoped,  would  assist  the  committee  with  his  in- 
formation ;  and  also  to  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Nelson,)  both  of  whom,  he  was  sure, 
would  be  listened  to  with  much  pleasure  by  the 
House. 

One  fact,  said  Mr.  T.,  is  clear :  All  the  Spanish 
nations  of  America  are  free.  They  have  all 
thrown  off  the  yoke  of  Spain,  "  holding  her  as 
they  do  the  rest  of  mankind,  enemies  in  war, 
in  peace  friends."  Each  has  declared  itself  in- 
dependent, and  all  enjoy  the  rights  of  self-gov- 
ernment, under  the  guarantee  of  written  consti- 
tutions, adopted  or  preparing  for  adoption. 
Hitherto  we  have  maintained  a  strict  neu- 
trality between  the  two  Spains.  We  shall  do 
the  same  in  future,  but  there  is  a  period  beyond 
which  nations  cannot  safely  refuse  to  acknowl- 
edge the  independence  of  each  other.  No  states- 
man has  asserted,  or  will  assert,  unless  he  in- 
tends to  invite  the  execrations  of  his  country, 
that  we  ought  always  to  refuse  a  recognition. 
All  agree  that  we  must,  at  some  time  or  other, 
act  upon  the  subject.  The  President  informs 
us  that  the  time  has  come,  and  there  ought  to 
be  but  one  opinion  about  the  manner  of  making 
the  acknowledgment.  The  respect  which  free 
Governments  owe  to  themselves,  and  to  each 
other,  ought  to  decide  the  question.  It  was 
the  known  usage,  he  said,  among  crowned 
heads,  to  send  ambassadors  of  the  highest  rank 
to  each  other,  and  ministers  of  the  lowest 
grades  to  republics ;  and  for  that  very  reason, 
republics  ought  to  send  ambassadors  of  the 
highest  I'ank  to  each  other,  and  ministers  of  the 
lowest  grade  to  crowned  heads.  This  ought  to 
be  decisive,  in  extraordinary  cases  like  the  pres- 
ent. He  would  not  advance  an  opinion  as  to 
the  number  of  ministers  that  ought  to  be  sent 
out,  but  he  felt  himself  bound  to  say,  injustice 
to  the  country,  that  ambassadors  extraordinary 
ought  to  be  sent  to  Colombia  and  Mexico ;  and 


if  ever  the  best  talent  in  the  nation  ought  to  be 
selected  for  a  mission,  this  was  surely  the  oc- 
casion. If  a  free  people  ought  at  any  period 
to  appear  in  all  their  weight  of  character  and 
talent,  arrayed  in  all  the  pride  of  plain  republi- 
can simplicity,  this  was  the  time.  He  was 
much  mistaken  if  the  country  would  tolerate 
any  selection,  made  from  among  citizens  of  sec- 
ond rate  capacity. 

Mr.  T.  said  the  nations  of  America  had  suf- 
fered more  from  the  severity  of  commercial  in- 
terdictions and  colonial  monopoly,  than  they 
had  from  the  cruelty  of  arbitrary  power — that 
commercial  vassalage  had  been  more  oppres- 
sive to  them  than  political  dependence;  and 
that  they  are  as  deeply  interested  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  free  trade  as  they  are  of  free  gov- 
ernment— that  the  radical  change  made  in  their 
political  condition  would  necessarily  be  attend- 
ed with  a  corresponding  change  in  their  com- 
mercial intercourse  and  maritime  relations — 
that  their  case,  in  all  its  aspects,  was  similar  to 
that  of  the  United  States,  and  would  terminate 
in  similar  results — that  the  entire  emancipation 
of  the  new  from  the  old  continent  could  only 
be  effected  by  two  great  revolutions :  the  one 
political,  the  other  commercial — that  both  had 
commenced  in  the  United  States  under  the 
most  favorable  auspices,  and  were  progressing 
southward  in  the  "full  tide  of  successful  exper- 
iment"— ^that  these  revolutions  had  been  pre- 
ceded by  a  "wide-spread  range"  of  moral  refor- 
mation— that  the  new  hemisphere  had  produced 
a  new  catalogue  of  civil  maxims — a  new  family 
of  political  institutions — a  new  code  of  com- 
mercial regulations — that  all  civilized  nations 
were  under  the  dominion  of  two  great  social 
systems,  differing  widely  from  each  other — ^that 
one  was  established  in  the  Occidental,  the  oth- 
er in  the  Oriental'wovM. — that  the  spirit  of  the 
age  was  against  the  European  system — that  the 
American  system  had  invaded  Europe,  and 
spread  alarm  and  consternation  everywhere 
among  its  kings  and  emperors — that  a  coalition 
of  crowned  heads  was  created  to  oppose  it,  and 
two  millions  of  armed  men  embodied  to  expel 
it  from  that  continent.  And  what,  said  he,  are 
these  systems?  What  is  the  American  sys- 
tem? Why  is  it  that  it  agitates  two  worlds? 
Why  should  kings  shudder  at  it,  while  their 
subjects  hid  it  welcome  ?  Of  what  is  it  com- 
posed? What  is  the  element  that  thus,  when 
unresisted,  operates  unseen,  but,  when  opposed, 
launches  its  thunderbolts  at  diadems,  and  shakes 
the  nations  like  an  earthquake?  It  has  two 
aspects,  two  essential  principles — one  political, 
the  other  commercial.  The  first  is  known  and 
distinguished  by  written  constitutions,  repre- 
sentative government,  religious  toleration,  free- 
dom of  opinion,  of  speech,  and  of  the  press. 
The  second,  by  sailors'  rights,  free  trade,  and 
freedom  of  the  seas.  Contrast  it  with  the  Euro- 
pean system.  The  political  character  of  that 
system  is  aristocracy,  monarchy,  imperial  gov- 
ernment, arbitrary  power,  passive  obedience, 
and  unconditional  submission.    Its  commercial 
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character  is  prohibition,  restriction,  interdic- 
tion, impressment,  colonial  monopoly,  and  mar- 
itime domination.  These  systems,  said  he,  are 
the  antipodes  of  each  other.  They  are  sworn 
enemies,  and  cannot  harmonize. 

The  American  system  is  free  government  and 
free  trade ;  monarchy  and  monopoly  is  that  of 
Europe.  But  the  European  system  is  artificial, 
and  win  perish  with  the  spurious  causes  that 
produced' it.  The  American  system  is  natural, 
and,  therefore,  durable — natural,  because  it 
springs  from  public  opinion — ^from  the  embodied 
will  of  nations  acting  freely  for  themselves; 
durable,  because  it  reposes  upon  written  consti- 
tutions. Its  first  appearance  struck  the  despots 
with  dismay.  Our  Eevolution  gave  it  birth. 
Its  nativity  was  cast  among  these  States.  It 
grows  with  their  growth,  and  strengthens  with 
their  strength.  The  impulse  of  the  age  accel- 
erates its  motion.  Nothing  can  impede  its 
march,  because  it  moves  in  the  majesty  of  na- 
tional opinion,  and  public  opinion  is  a  power 
that  cannot  be  resisted.  From  every  zone  we 
hear  of  Congresses,  elected  by  the  people,  as- 
sembled and  assembling  to  establish  written 
constitutions.  Tlie  system  spreads  like  light — 
its  rays  fall  everywhere.  The  nations  hail  it 
as  the  harbinger  of  peace  and  happiness.  They 
act  wisely  in  laboring  to  adopt  it,  seeing  that 
the  people  of  this  Union  have  prospered  under 
it  beyond  all  former  parallel.  He  said  that  the 
tendency  of  the  American  system  was  manifest 
to  every  statesman.  That  its  political  progress 
and  extension  could  be  seen  by  every  observer, 
and  time  would  develop  its  maritime  results. 
A  single  instance  would  explain  its  commercial 
operation.  The  continent  is  free ;  not  so,  the 
Islands.  Europe,  as  to  them,  will  continue  its 
system  of  colonial  monopoly — ^its  system  of  in- 
terdictions, prohibitions,  and  restrictions.  These 
will  act  and  re-act  upon  all  the  Americas,  but 
more  especially  upon  Colombia,  Mexico,  and 
the  United  States.  Those  powers  wiU  retali- 
ate, and  unite  in  their  retaliation.  The  com- 
mon injury  will  find  a  common  remedy.  They 
wiU  adopt  the  counter-check  of  navigation  laws, 
and,  by  simultaneously  protecting  regulations, 
exclude  all  foreign  tonnage  from  their  ports  and 
harbors.  A  blow  like  that,  he  said,  would  be 
decisive.  It  would  forever  prostrate  the  colo- 
nial system,  and  open  a  free  trade  to  aU  the 
Islands.  The  measure,  when  adopted,  would 
finish  the  commercial  revolution.  It  would 
subvert  the  whole  system  of  maritime  domina- 
tion, and  restore  the  freedom  of  the  seas.  And 
thug  the  Americas,  by  the  reaction  of  internal 
laws  and  regulations,  well  concerted  and  well 
directed,  may  enforce  their  system  of  free 
trade.  Thus,  without  the  waste  of  blood  or 
treasure,  they  may  sustain  the  general  system, 
and  vindicate  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  con- 
tinent. Hitherto,  he  said,  the  American  sys- 
tem of  free  trade  had  been  struggling,  single- 
handed,  with  the  European  system  of  colonial 
monopoly,  and  had  maintained  itself  against 
the  fearftil  odds.    Hereafter,  all  the  Americas 


wUl  co-operate.  The  subject  ought  to  have 
their  prompt  attention.  It  required  a  careful 
examination,  because  the  course  of  policy  to  be 
adopted  by  them  would  settle,  finally  and  for- 
ever, whether  the  American  system  shall  pre- 
vail, or  that  of  Europe  triumph  over  it. 

Mr.  T.  was  anxious  to  show,  for  various  rea- 
sons, that  the  great  interests  of  the  "West  India 
Islands  were  in  unison  with  the  interests  of  the 
continent,  and  for  that  purpose  went  at  some 
length  into  an  explanation  of  their  present  con- 
dition, and  their  future  prospects.  It  was  his 
opinion  that  they  would  soon  throw  oflF  the 
yoke  of  Europe,  and  declare  their  independ- 
ence. Perhaps  they  would  form  a  league,  and 
Cuba,  in  that  event,  would  be  the  head.  Per- 
haps they  would  claim  a  guarantee,  and  become 
dependencies  of  the  American  nations.  In  any 
event,  he  said,  they  would  adopt  the  American 
system,  because  their  interests  are  all  Ameri- 
can, and  their  moral  feelings  and  social  habits 
are  acclimating  themselves,  and  every  day  be- 
coming anti-European. 

If,  said  he,  we  consider  this  subject  in  refer- 
ence to  ourselves,  and  our  relations,  foreign  and 
domestic,  we  shall  find  no  solid  reasons  for  de- 
lay. If  we  consult  the  great  political  and  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  Americas,  we  shall  find 
inducements  to  hasten  the  acknowledgment. 
It  is  agreed,  he  said,  that  those  nations  are  able 
to  maintain  their  independence.  That  their 
means  of  defence  are  superior  to  any  armament 
with  which  the  mother  country  can  assail 
them.  That  they  exercise  all  the  various  pow- 
ers of  self-government,  legislative,  executive, 
and  judicial ;  the  powers  of  peace  and  war ;  of 
protection  and  defence.  That  they  make  and 
administer  domestic  laws,  and  regulate  all  in- 
tercourse with  foreign  nations,  and  enforce 
these  regulations.  In  this  situation  we  must 
either  recognize  them  as  free  and  independent, 
or  put  them  in  abeyance,  by  a  denial  of  their 
rights,  and  thereby  incur  all  the  injuries  which 
might  justly  he  inflicted  on  our  commerce  with 
them.  No  nation  has  a  right  to  ask  another  to 
do  itself  a  voluntary  injury — the  laws  of  neu- 
trality do  not  involve  such  dangerous  and  oner- 
ous consequences — Governments,  like  men,  owe 
duties  to  each  other,  and  a  faUm-e  to  perform 
them  is  often  punished  by  national  compunc- 
tion, and  forfeiture  of  reputation.  The  first 
duty  of  one  people  to  another  is  to  declare  who 
shall  be  respected  as  members  of  the  great  fam- 
ily of  nations — the  power  and  the  right  to  do 
so,  exists  in  every  government,  no  matter  what 
may  be  its  form.  There  is  no  other  mode,  save 
that  of  military  force,  by  which  the  peace  and 
harmony  of  nations  can  be  kept  in  preserva- 
tion. And  shall  the  people  of  this  continent 
forego  the  advantages  of  free  and  friendly  in- 
tercourse, to  indulge  the  mother  country  in  her 
love  of  dominion?  Shall  we,  as  a  nation,  stifle 
all  our  sympathies  in  favor  of  free  govern- 
ments, to  gratify  the  vain-glorious  pride  of 
Spain  ?  If  we  do,  we  shaU  betray  the  rights 
and  interests  of  republics.    Heaven,  in  giving 
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freedom  to  us  first,  made  it  our  primal  eldest 
duty  to  go  forth  first,  and  acknowledge  it  in 
others.  Honor  and  duty  call  alike  upon  us  to 
perform  the  rightful  obligation.  The  same 
Providence  that  gave  us  succor  in  the  perils  of 
our  Revolutionary  struggle,  is  conducting  the 
other  nations  of  America,  through  bloody  wars, 
to  peace  and  independence.  Our  approbation 
may  inspire  them  with  fresh  confidence,  and 
stimulate  their  love  of  liberty.  If  there  are 
any  who  have  fears  that  the  proposed  acknowl- 
edgment wUl  produce  a  war  with  Spain,  let 
them  remember  that  Cuba  is  a  hostage  for  her 
peace.  The  moment  she  fires  a  gun  at  us,  we 
shall  occupy  that  island,  and  her  dominion  over 
it  will  cease  forever.  And  England,  in  aiding 
Spain,  would  only  hasten  the  downfall  of  her 
favorite  colonial  system — a  coalition  between 
Colombia,  Mexico,  and  the  United  States,  would 
convince  her  of  her  foUy.  It  would  be  better 
for  us  if  our  statesmen  would  look  less  east- 
ward, and  more  southward  than  they  do  at 
present. 

Some  statesmen  hold,  he  said,  that  nations, 
whose  political  principles  and  opinions  have 
been  formed  in  the  school  of  despotism,  must 
undergo  long  periods  of  probationary  prepara- 
tion, before  they  can  be  qualified  to  manage  the 
affairs  of  self-government.  This  is  but  a  modi- 
fication of  the  exploded  maxim,  "  that  the  peo- 
ple know  not  how  to  govern," — that  kings 
must  save  them  from  their  worst  enemies, 
themselves.  Such  opinions,  if  true,  form  no 
argument  against  the  policy  or  justice  of  ac- 
knowledging the  nations  of  America.  If  true, 
in  former  ages,  and  on  the  old  continent,  they 
are  more  than  doubtful  in  modern  times,  and  in 
the  new  hemisphere.  The  fact  is,  that  the 
present  and  past  ages  are  alike  in  nothing. 
The  whole  civilized  world  is  under  the  domin- 
ion of  a  different  mind.  Men  and  nations  are 
shaking  ofl"  their  mental  imbecilities,  and  pre- 
paring themselves  to  regulate  their  own  affairs. 
It  was  necessary  that  moral  regeneration  should 
precede  political  reform ;  and  thus  it  has  hap- 
pened, A  great  moral  revolution  has  occurred, 
and  is  occurring.  The  spirit  of  the  age  is  busy 
— ^reformation  is  everywhere  at  work,  and  upon 
all  subjects.  We  see  the  beginning,  not  the 
end  of  revolutions.  No  statesman,  no  nation, 
should  mistake  the  character  and  fashion  of  the 
times.  Every  thing,  in  fifty  years,  has  changed, 
and  every  thing  is  changing.  "  Nothing  of  the 
future  will  resemble  what  is  past."  We  live 
in  the  crisis  of  all  ages.  The  whole  civilized 
world  is  laboring  in  a  crisis — a  great  moral  cri- 
sis— a  great  political  crisis — a  great  commercial 
crisis.  Nations  have  changed  their  moral  char- 
acters, and  political  opinions  and  Governments 
must  change  their  form  and  purpose.  Former- 
ly, the  sword  was  umpire  of  the  world ;  and 
then  the  maxim  grew,  that  nations  were  inca- 
pable of  self-command.  Now,  public  opinion 
is  the  great  chancellor  of  nations.  All  tongues 
and  kindreds  own  its  jurisdiction,  and  kings 
and  subjects  are  submissive  to  its  rule;  none 


dare  oppose  its  high  authority— none  with  im- 
punity resist  its  just  decrees.    Wars  were  fought 
formerly,  for  families,  and  dynasties;  for  the 
rights  of  thrones,  and  prerogatives  of  crowns ; 
and  then,  the  people  were  assuredly  their  own 
worst  enemies.     Now,  men  fight  for  written 
constitutions ;  for  the  rights  of  man  and  pre- 
rogatives of   nations;    and  fighting,  learn  to 
govern  for  themselves.    The  contest  now  is  not 
between  dynasties  and  diadems,  but  between 
creeds,  and  principles,   and  institutions.     Na- 
tions formerly  had  no  volition ;  kings  thought 
and  acted  for  them,   rudely  pretending  that 
their  subjects  had  no  capacity  for  affairs  of 
State.    But  now,  the  will  of  nations  has  su- 
premacy of  rank,  and  speaks  by  delegation  in 
assembled  Congresses ;  and  now,  we  find  more 
talent — ^more  patriotic  feeling — more  public  vir- 
tue— more   every  thing,  that  strengthens  and 
improves  the  social  system.     Time  was,  when 
kings  held  power  by  arrogation,  and  used  it  at 
their  pleasure  and  discretion;    and  then  the 
people  were  denounced   as   "a  many-headed 
monster."     The  people  now  reclaim  all  power 
as  inherent  in  themselves,  and  delegate  it  only 
as  a  trust ;  and  now  nations  are  more  peaceftil, 
more  prosperous,  more  happy,  and  more  just, 
than  formerly.     History  speaks  only  of  alli- 
ances, or  wars,  between  contemporary  despots 
— now,  nothing  is  talked  of  but  Congresses,  and 
Constitutions,  and  Representative  Governments ; 
and  do  we  find  things  changing  for  the  worse? 
The  spirit  of  the  age  is,  peace  and  moderation. 
It  is  the  spirit  of  free  government  and  written 
constitutions.    Its  conservative  principles  are — 
wide-spread  knowledge,  equality  of  rights,  free- 
dom of  opinion,  and  frequent  and  free  elec- 
tions.    The  spirit  of  past  ages  was  war  and 
domination.     The  trade  of  man,  of  all  the  sons 
of  men,   was  war — from  the  first  conqueror 
down  to  '76.     It  was  the  storm  of  empires.    It 
raged  unspent  and  unabated.     It  swept  along 
the  field  of  time,  and  aU  was  desolation  that 
was  left.     It  had  no  limits  but  the  margin  of 
the  world.    Its  stream  of  blood  fiowed  on  from 
age  to  age ;  its  sources,  like  the  Nile,  unknown, 
lost  in  the  desert  of  forgotten  years ;  but  still, 
the  stream  rolled  on,  increasing  with  a  thou- 
sand tributary  torrents,  and  spreading  far  and 
wide  its  overwhelming  floods.     Such  was  the 
history,  he  said,  of  past  times,  and  of  the  olden 
world.     Our  continent,  on  the  contrary,  is  the 
chosen  land  of  liberty — vineyard  of  the  God  of 
peace ;  and  we,  its  husbandmen,  selected  by  the 
unseen  will  of  Providence  to  till  the  soil,  and 
feed  the  famished  nations  with  the  food  of  in- 
dependence.    Let  us  perform  the  sacred  trust 
impartially.     It  is  our  duty,  as  a  free  people, 
not  to  sanction,  but  refute  the  heresies  that  na- 
tions are  incapable  of  managing  their  own  con- 
cerns._    They  have  disabused  themselves  by 
iUnstrious  examples,  and  we  should  be  carefal 
not  to  weaken  their  effect. 

It  was  the  will  of  Providence,  he  said,  that 
this  continent  should  be  the  arena  of  successive 
revolutions — of  moral,  and  political,  and  com- 
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meroial  revolutions — the  theatre  of  man's  polit- 
ical regeneration — the  hemisphere  in  which 
nations  should  be  reinstated  in  their  rights,  and 
reinvested  of  their  "long-lost  liberty."  On 
the  4th  of  July,  1776,  the  Congress  of  the  thir- 
teen States  declared  their  independence.  On 
this  day,  (28th  March,  1822,)  the  assembled 
Congress  of  the  Union  will  announce  the  inde- 
pendence of  all  the  nations  of  America.  These 
are  glorious  epochs.  Let  history  commemorate 
them  as  co-essential  in  the  works  of  reforma- 
tion. Freemen  are  this  day  called  upon  to  fra- 
ternize with  freemen;  nations  to  fraternize 
with  nations.  All  the  Americas  are  summoned 
to  embrace  as  friends  and  equals,  and  make  a 
lasting  covenant  of  peace.  It  is  not  the  flight 
of  a  false  prophet,  or  the  foundation  of  a  city ; 
the  birthday  of  a  petty  chieftain,  or  an  heir- 
apparent,  that  we  are  assembled  here  to  cele 
brate.  No ;  a  continent  has  disenchained  itself, 
and  stands  unfettered  and  erect.  It  is  the 
birthday  of  a  hemisphere  redeemed.  It  is  the 
jubilee  of  nations.     Let  the  world  rejoice. 

If  experience  and  long-suffering  can  create 
the  faculties  of  self-government,  then  the  peo- 
ple of  America  are  prepared  to  manage  and 
control  their  own  affairs.  For  three  long  cen- 
turies they  "clanked  the  chains"  of  lawless 
power ;  for  three  long  lingering  ages  they  felt 
the  "  keen  lash  "  and  galling  yoke  of  despotism 
— each  generation  leaving  its  manacles  to  pos- 
terity as  their  only  heritage.  Continued  ago- 
nies had  worn  away  the  memory  of  better 
times.  The  light  of  hope  had  left  the  Children 
of  the  Sun,  and  dark  despair,  like  soporific 
drugs,  had  stupefied  the  powers  of  will  and 
faculties  of  life.  They  slept  to  mitigate  their 
pain;  for  nations  sleep  and  never  die.  But  the 
day  of  their  deliverance  was  at  hand.  The 
Spirit  of  God  was  abroad  in  the  sky.  It  called, 
and  the  slumbering  nations  awoke.  It  breathed 
the  electric  fire  of  freedom  on  the  air,  and  a 
whole  continent  ran  simultaneously  to  arms! 
One  great,  one  godlike  purpose  animated  all — 
it  was  death  or  independence !  Like  us,  they 
pledged  their  lives,  their  fortunes,  and  their  sa- 
cred honor,  to  live  as  freemen,  or  die  in  its  de- 
fence. They  fought  from  field  to  field.  A 
thousand  battles  left  the  cause  in  doubt;  a 
thousand  passions  mingled  in  the  fray ;  and  all 
that  history  has  told  of  savage  cruelty,  fero- 
cious vengeance,  rapine,  plunder,  treachery, 
cold-blooded  massacre,  and  every  violence  and 
every  crime  that  shocks  humanity,  was  perpe- 
trated over  and  over  again  upon  all  ages,  sexes, 
and  conditions.  But  the  God  of  Battles  fought 
on  freedom's  side,  and,  sickening  at  the  scene  of 
carnage  and  of  desolation,  and  hastening  to  end  it, 
he  took  a  Boliva/r  and  consecrated  Mm  a  Wash- 
ington, and  putting  in  his  hand  a  flaming  sword, 
commanded  him  to  go  forth  to  the  uttermost 
ends  of  the  continent,  conquering  and  to  con- 
quer, until  oppression  should  surcease,  and  man 
learn  tyranny  no  more.  And  behold  the  work 
is  finished,  and  Colombia  is  free,  and  all  the 
Americas  are  free — free  as  ourselves ;  for  there 


all  power  is  acknowledged  in  the  people,  and 
vassalage  abolished  and  unknown ;  for  there  aU 
oflacers  are  elective,  and  held  by  the  tenure  of 
thelaw  and  the  constitution ;  for  there,  free  in 
their  property,  their  persons,  and  religion — 

"  They  own  no  Lord  tut  him  in  heaven, 
No  power  but  what  consent  has  given." 

Mr.  Poinsett  addressed  the  chair  as  follows : 

I  shall  offer,  said  Mr.  P.,  no  apology  to  the 
committee  for  addressing  them  on  this  occa- 
sion. I  have  resided*so  long  in  the  countries 
we  are  now  called  upon  to  place  in  the  rank  of 
nations — am  so  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
causes  and  character  of  the  revolution  they 
have  undergone,  that  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to 
convey  to  the  committee,  as  briefly  as  I  can, 
the  information  I  possess  on  this  subject. 

Sir,  if  ever  there  was  an  occasion  that  justi- 
fied a  revolution,  that  called  upon  a  people  to 
recur  to  first  principles,  and  to  seek  relief  from 
the  abuse  of  power  by  an  appeal  to  arms,  this 
was  one.  The  revolution  of  the  Spanish  colo- 
nies did  not  arise  from  a  mere  question  of  ab- 
stract right,  but  from  actual  suffering  and  griev- 
ous oppression;  from  causes  radical  and  cer- 
tain, though  gradual  in  their  operations ;  causes 
that  would  have  inevitably  produced  the  revo- 
lution without  the  violent  crisis  to  which  the 
mother  country  was  exposed,  and  which  only 
accelerated  that  event.  It  was  felt  in  their 
Government,  in  the  administration  of  justice, 
in  their  agriculture,  in  their  commerce,  and  in 
their  pursuits  of  happiness.  Governed  by 
viceroys  responsible  in  name,  but,  in  fact,  as 
arbitrary  as  the  King  of  Spain  himself,  who 
commanded  not  only  the  military  governors 
and  intendants  of  provinces,  but  presided  over 
the  tribunals  of  justice,  and  let  any  one  imagine 
what  government  the  miserable  colonist  must 
have  enjoyed  under  European  Spaniards  vested 
with  such  powers,  and  who  had  nothing  to 
dread  but  an  examination  of  their  conduct  be- 
fore a  tribunal,  two  thousand  leagues  from  the 
theatre  of  their  injustice.  The  colonist  could 
not  even  enjoy  the  natural  advantages  by  which 
he  was  surrounded. 

The  eyes  of  a  jealous  and  suspicious  Govern- 
ment constantly  watched  the  progress  of  his 
industry.  No  sooner  did  a  settlement  betray 
symptoms  of  prosperity,  than  it  became  the  sub- 
ject of  oppressive  legislation,  and  was  over- 
whelmed by  a  swarm  of  officers,  who,  like 
locusts,  destroyed  the  fair  prospects  of  the  har- 
vest. The  trade  was  not  only  confined  to  cer- 
tain specified  articles,  but  to  a  few  favored 
towns.  Eioh  as  these  favored  regions  are,  and 
capable  of  bringing  forth  the  productions  of 
every  climate,  possessing  great  facilities  of  in- 
ternal and  of  foreign  commerce,  they  were  re- 
duced to  indolence  and  penury  by  absurd  and 
oppressive  restrictions  on  their  industry,  on 
their  trade,  and  on  their  private  enjoyments. 
Without  a  market  for  their  produce,  it  rotted 
on  the  ground.  I  have  seen  the  most  fertile 
districts  of  that  fine  country  barren  and  deso- 
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late — I  have  seen  the  inhabitants,  enrrounded 
by  all  the  bounties  of  nature,  destitute  of  the 
ordinary  comforts  of  civilized  society.  To 
those  who  have  followed  the  progress  of  this 
revolution,  and  compared  it  with  our  own,  the 
difference  must  appear  striking,  and  from  the 
civil  dissensions  that  have  agitated  those  coun- 
tries, it  has  been  argued  by  some  that  the  Span- 
ish Creoles  were  incapable  of  enjoying  the 
blessings  of  liberty — were  unfit  for  self-govern- 
ment. In  making  this  comparison  between  the 
two  countries,  it  ought  never  to  be  forgotten 
that  our  civil  and  political  institutions,  our  hab- 
its, our  customs,  our  laws,  our  rights  of  proper- 
ty, scarcely  suffered  any  alteration  by  the  tran- 
sition from  a  colonial  to  an  independent  state. 
The  principles  of  free  government,  republican 
principles,  had  deep  root  in  this  country  before 
our  Revolution ;  and  if  they  have  grown  with 
our  growth,  and  strengthened  with  our  strength, 
they  were  as  well  understood  then  as  now. 
The  Spanish  colonies  had  never  been  intrusted, 
as  we  had,  with  any  part  of  the  internal  ad- 
ministration, and  were  ignorant  and  unprac- 
tised in  government.  The  means  of  education, 
I  mean  of  a  liberal  and  enlightened  education, 
were  withheld  from  the  Creole ;  printing  press- 
es were  to  be  found  only  in  a  few  of  the  larger 
cities,  where,  under  a  rigid  inspection,  a  gazette 
and  an  almanac  were  permitted  to  be  published. 
The  policy  of  Spain  repressed  the  advancement 
of  knowledge  in  her  colonies — ignorance  and 
superstition  were  the  powerful  means  employed 
to  keep  them  in  subjection.  The  despot  is 
aware  that  those  who  possess  knowledge  will 
struggle  for  freedom,  and  will  achieve  it;  for 
knowledge  is  power.  Dread  of  religious  toler- 
ation, and  of  what  was  worse,  of  spoliation, 
excited  the  clergy  to  oppose  the  revolution. 
The  influence  they  exercised  over  the  minds  of 
the  people  was  unbounded ;  and,  had  not  a  few- 
virtuous,  well-enlightened  priests  espoused  the 
cause  of  liberty,  the  colonies  would  still  have 
been  dependent.  The  aristocracy  formed  an- 
other and  a  powerful  obstacle  to  the  progress 
of  this  revolution — a  class  that  abhor  every 
constitution  founded  on  an  equality  of  rights — 
a  class  that  would  rather  be  deprived  of  those 
rights,  than  see  all  participate  in  them;  that 
prefer  any  state  of  suffering,  rather  than  see 
power  exercised  by  their  inferiors.  I  speak 
now  of  the  mass  of  the  titled  men  in  the  colo- 
nies. Some  few  were  distinguished  for  their 
zeal  in  the  cause  of  independence. 

Another  and  very  essential  difference  be- 
tween the  two  counti'ies,  consisted  in  the  num- 
ber of  Europeans,  who  had  distinct  privileges 
from  the  Creoles,  for  oppression  did  not  there 
fall  equally  on  all.  They  were,  to  be  sure,  the 
smaller  party,  but  the  wealth  and  power  they 
possessed,  their  union,  their  influence,  the 
habitual  respect  in  which  they  were  held,  their 
ideas  of  their  own  superiority,  rendered  them 
a  very  formidable  body.  They  were  aware 
that  their  proud  pretensions  had  roused  against 
them  a  feeling  of  indignation ;  that  the  oppres- 


sive measures  they  had  promoted  against  the 
interests  of  the  land,  had  produced  hatred  and 
an  eager  thirst  for  revenge ;  and  common  inter- 
est and  common  danger  united  them  against  the 
Creoles.  They  could  not  suppress  the  revolu- 
tion, but  they  retarded  its  progress,  and  pro- 
crastinated the  contest.  If,  therefore,  we  re- 
gard the  little  advancement  of  these  countries, 
their  ignorance  of  the  principles  of  govern- 
ment, their  civil  dissensions,  and  the  procrasti- 
nated struggle  for  liberty  after  all  opposition 
had  ceased  on  the  part  of  Spain,  it  impresses 
us  more  strongly  with  the  urgent  necessity  that 
existed  of  shaking  off  the  colonial  Government. 
It  was  the  Government  that  placed  obstructions 
in  the  way  of  agriculture  and  commerce.  It 
was  the  Government,  that,  forgetful  of  its  pri- 
mary obligations,  suffered,  nay,  encouraged  the 
daily  violation  of  the  rights  and  properties  of 
its  subjects.  It  was  the  Government,  in  short, 
that  sought  to  keep  the  people  in  the  profound- 
est  ignorance,  as  the  means  of  keeping  them  in 
subjection.  A  revolution  proceeding  from  such 
causes,  was  not  to  be  prevented  by  empty 
declarations  of  abstract  rights,  such  as  were 
made  by  the  mother  country  when  struggling 
for  her  own  existence.  The  decrees  of  the  dif- 
ferent Governments  established  in  Spain  during 
that  period,  were  magnificent  in  promise.  The 
colonies  were  told  they  had  the  same  rights  as 
the  mother  country,  but  were  treated  as  if  they 
had  none.  They  were  deluded  with  hopes  that 
were  never  realized,  and  were  mocked  with  the 
semblance  of  a  representation.  Deputies  as- 
signed them,  not  elected  by  them.  At  no  time 
was  there  more  peculation,  violence,  and  op- 
pression, than  during  the  interval  between  the 
invasion  of  Spain  and  the  insurrection  of  the 
colonies.  These  causes  operated  alike  on  all, 
and  the  revolution  commenced  without  previ- 
ous concert,  almost  at  the  same  moment  in 
every  part  of  this  vast  continent.  It  has  tri- 
umphed not  only  over  the  opposition  of  the 
mother  country,  but  over  civil  dissensions,  and 
the  storms  of  party.  In  Caraccas,  where  the 
revolution  first  commenced,  its  success  was  re- 
tarded by  one  of  the  most  awful  events  re- 
corded in  history.  The  city  was  almost  entire- 
ly destroyed  by  an  earthquake,  on  the  anniver- 
sary of  their  revolutionary  movement.  The 
clergy  availed  themselves  of  this  event,  and, 
assisted  by  the  superstition  of  the  people,  re- 
established, for  a  short  time,  the  royal  author- 
ity. The  brave  and  patriotic  Bolivar  kept  up 
the  spirit  of  the  revolution.  His  active  exer- 
tions renewed  the  struggle  for  liberty ;  and  his 
zeal  and  perseverance  restored  his  country  to 
freedom.  By  his  conduct  and  valor,  the  most 
formidable  armament  ever  sent  across  the  At- 
lantic, has  been  destroyed.  His  efforts  have 
united  Caraccas  and  New  Granada,  into  one 
Republic,  and  he  has  spread  the  principles  of 
independence  and  of  free  goverimient  to  the 
shores  of  the  Pacific. 

Buenos  Ayres  has  triumphed  over  the  re- 
peated and  formidable  efforts  of  the  mother 
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country  to  subdue  them.  They  have  had,  be- 
sides, to  contend  against  a  powerful  party  of 
royalists  in  the  interior  provinces.  The  wealthy 
Creoles  of  that  country  could  not  be  easily 
roused  to  take  an  active  part  in  a  contest,  the 
issue  of  which  was  uncertain.  No  doubt  they 
preferred  a  national  government,  and  freedom 
of  commerce,  but  that  was  not  strong  enough 
to  vanquish  their  love  of  repose  and  indolent 
habits;  to  urge  them,  in  short,  to  long  and 
painful  sacrifices.  The  royalists  are  still  in  pos- 
session of  some  of  the  finest  provinces  of  La 
Plata.  The  interior  provinces  of  the  viceroy- 
alty  of  Lima  are  still  in  the  hands  of  the  royal- 
ists ;  were,  I  should  have  said,  for  it  is  reason- 
able to  expect  that  the  example  of  the  capital 
wUl  be  followed  by  the  provinces.  Chili,  agi- 
tated for  some  time  by  civil  dissensions,  and 
overrun  by  the  army  of  the  royalists,  has  at 
length  established  tranquillity  at  home;  and 
not  only  driven  out  the  invaders,  but  carried 
the  war  successfully  into  their  stronghold.  The 
revolution  in  Lima  is  due  to  the  efforts  of  this 
brave  people.  Mexico,  where  the  revolution 
commenced  at  an  early  period,  and  where,  after 
a  desperate  struggle,  it  appeared  to  be  quelled, 
is  now  independent.  The  spirit  of  the  revolu- 
tion continued  to  exist  among  the  people.  Hi- 
dalgo, and  the  gallant  men  who  fell  in  the  first 
revolutionary  movement,  did  not  perish  in  vaiu. 
To  prove  the  utter  inability  of  Spain  to  re- 
cover possession  of  these  countries,  it  is  only 
necessary  to  take  a  view  of  their  vast  extent, 
of  their  population  and  resources,  and  to  com- 
pare them  with  those  of  Spain,  agitated  as  she 
now  is,  by  intestine  commotions,  and,  for  many 
years  past,  regarded  as  the  country  of  Europe 
the  most  destitute  of  industry,  of  commerce, 
and  of  enterprise.  The  mere  recital  of  the 
names  which  distinguish  the  Spanish  colonies 
in  America,  extending  over  79  degrees  of  lati- 
tude, with  a  space  of  at  least  1,900  leagues,  in- 
terposed between  its  most  distant  settlements ; 
the  vast  extent  of  their  mountains,  their  mag- 
nificent rivers,  the  varied  productions  of  the 
soU,  the  riches  of  their  mines,  impress  us  at 
onoe  with  the  magnitude  of  their  resources. 
Buenos  Ayres,  comprising  the  finest  provinces 
of  Peru,  the  rich  mines  of  Potosi,  and  the  fer- 
tile province  of  Cochabamba,  with  a  population 
of  one  million  and  a  half;  coining  annually  up- 
wards of  five  millions  of  dollars,  exporting  ten 
millions,  and  importing  about  the  same  amoimt. 
ChUi,  the  garden  of  the  world,  possessing  the 
most  fertile  soU,  productive  of  all  the  fruits  of 
Europe  and  of  the  tropics,  equally  rich  injthe 
precious  and  in  the  useful  metals,  with  a  popu- 
lation of  more  than  one  million,  coining  tjree 
millions  of  dollars  annually,  exporting  four  siil- 
lions,  and  importing  more  than  three  miUiins. 
Lima,  I  mean  the  viceroyalty  of  Lima,  includ- 
ing Cusoo,  the  ancient  capital  of  the  Incas,  itith 
a  population  of  1,200,000  souls,  coining  aijnu- 
ally  five  millions  of  dollars,  importing  ten  mil- 
lions, and  exporting  thirteen  millions.  New 
Granada,  containing  not  less  th""  *-.wo  niiDions 


of  inhabitants,  with  a  trade  of  more  than  six 
millions  of  imports,  coining  annually  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  Caraccas,  with  a  million  of 
inhabitants,  and  about  the  same  resources  as 
New  Granada.  These  two  countries  have  since 
been  united  under  one  Government,  the  Bepub- 
lio  of  Colombia.  Guatemala,  the  country  which 
comprises  Costa  Eica  and  Nicaragua,  and 
bounds  on  New  Granada,  a  fertile  and  well-cul- 
tivated country,  containing  one  million  and  a 
half  of  souls.  New^  Spain,  or  Mexico,  con- 
tained, in  1808,  a  population  of  five  millions 
nine  hundred  thousand,  a  population  not  likely 
to  have  been  diminished  since  that  period. 
Coining  at  that  time  twenty-three  millions  of 
dollars  annually,  importing  twenty  millions,  and 
exporting  between  twenty  and  thirty  millions. 
The  detached  governments  contained  nearly  a 
million  of  inhabitants,  making  an  aggregate  of 
fifteen  millions. 

I  win  not  detain  the  committee  by  going 
into  an  examination  of  the  resources  of  each 
particular  State.  It  will  be  sufficient  for  my 
purposes  to  particularize  those  of  Mexico.  The 
whole  annual  agricultural  product  of  Mexico 
was  estimated  at  twenty-nine  millions  of  dol- 
lars ;  the  annual  product  of  the  precious  metals 
at  twenty-three  millions;  the  annual  product 
of  the  manufactures  at  eight  millions ;  the  ex- 
ports at  twenty-two  millions ;  the  imports  at 
twenty  millions;  the  revenue  of  Mexico,  for 
customs  and  taxes,  amounted  to  not  less  than 
twenty  millions. 

If,  says  Baron  Humboldt,  the  political  strength 
of  a  nation  depended  only  upon  the  extent  of 
country  and  number  of  inhabitants,  New  Spain 
might  rank  with  the  United  States.  Such  was 
the  state  of  these  countries  under  all  the  disad- 
vantages of  the  colonial  system,  for  I  have  pur- 
posely taken  the  statement  previous  to  the  rev- 
olution. Thus  we  see  that  the  total  population 
of  the  Spanish  colonies  exceeded  fifteen  mil- 
lions ;  the  imports  were  never  less  than  sixty 
millions,  and  the  exports  seventy. 

The  estimated  population  of  those  countries 
is  more  likely  to  fall  short  of  the  truth,  than  to 
exceed  it.  The  census  was  taken  for  the  pur- 
poses of  taxation,  which  induced  the  inhab- 
itants to  conceal  their  real  numbers.  And  here 
let  me  remark,  that  this  population  is  more 
efi'ective,  and  the  proportion  of  whites  greater 
than  has  been  generally  supposed.  The  most 
favorable  statement  ever  published  of  the  pop- 
ulation of  Spain,  previous  to  the  late  wars, 
made  it  amount  to  10,409,879.  A  population 
much  thinned  by  wars,  and  pestilence,  and  fam- 
ine, within  the  last  ten  years.  The  exports  of 
Spain  amounted  to  about  sixteen  millions  of 
dollars,  and  the  imports  to  between  fourteen 
and  fifteen  millions.  Let  me  ask,  then,  wheth- 
er it  is  probable  that  Spain,  with  not  quite 
two-thirds  the  population,  with  inferior  re- 
sources at  all  times,  and  those  much  diminished 
by  this  defection,  can  reconquer  countries  at 
a  distance,  some  of  them  of  two  thousand 
leagues,  and  none  less  than  one  thousand?   The 
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history  of  Spain  herself  is  an  answer  to  this 
question.  With  a  courage  and  energy  that  a 
determination  to  be  free  alone  could  give,  Spain 
repelled  the  hosts  of  France  that  invaded  her 
territory ;  weak  in  numbers  and  resources  when 
compared  to  France,  they  successfully  resisted 
the  utmost  efforts  of  that  power  to  subdue 
them.  One  word,  sir,  on  this  subject.  It  is 
too  much  our  custom  to  speak  contemptuously 
of  this  brave  and  high-minded  people;  they 
were  long  bowed  down  by  an  iron  despotism. 
But  other  days  have  dawned  on  that  fair  coun- 
try; after  resisting,  with  unexampled  resolu- 
tion, foreign  usurpation,  they  have  resolved  to 
be  free.  Their  sufferings  from  the  vices  and 
defects  of  long  servitude,  ought  to  excite  our 
sympathies,  and  their  efforts  to  establish  free 
and  liberal  institutions,  entitle  them  to  our  re- 
spect. 

It  has  been  supposed  by  some,  that  the  inde- 
pendence of  these  colonies  would  injure  the 
prosperity  of  the  United  States ;  possessing  a 
more  fertile  soil,  and  raising  the  same  produc- 
tions, they  would  drive  us  from  the  markets  of 
Europe.  It  has  been  said  that  colonies  are 
safer  neighbors  than  free  States,  and  that  so 
long  as  they  were  bound  down  by  the  oppres- 
sive restrictions  of  Spain,  they  would  neither 
be  dangerous  rivals  nor  formidable  competitors. 
It  is  unwise,  therefore,  in  us  to  offer  them  any 
encouragement.  Not  only  the  best  feelings  of 
the  heart  revolt  at  such  a  conclusion,  but  it  is 
manifestly  false;  it  is  our  interest  that  they 
should  be  free.  With  an  extensive  line  of 
coast,  with  numerous  navigable  rivers,  facili- 
tating their  internal  trade,  with  a  population  of 
more  than  fifteen  millions,  almost  without  man- 
ufactures, with  a  demand  for  one  hundred  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  without  the  means  of  cai-- 
rying  on  their  foreign  commerce,  these  coun- 
tries present  a  market  for  the  skill  and  industry 
of  our  merchants,  which  promises  the  greatest 
advantages.  Let  any  one  look  back  and  ob- 
serve how  the  demand  has  everywhere  in- 
creased with  the  increasing  produce. 

The  wars  and  revolutions  which  have  lately 
aflBicted  Europe,  are  known  now  only  by  their 
beneficial  effects.  Effects  to  be  seen  in  the 
amelioration  and  extension  of  their  agriculture, 
in  the  increase  of  their  towns  and  villages,  in 
the  augmentation  of  manufactures,  in  the  bene- 
fits of  education,  the  desire  of  freedom,  and  in 
the  general  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try. It  is  impossible  to  pass  through  any  part 
of  Europe,  at  present,  without  being  struck 
with  the  improved  condition  of  the  people. 
An  improvemetn  which,  as  it  advances,  wiU 
augment  the  demand  for  all  the  productions  of 
the  West.  The  intercourse  of  the  provinces  of 
Spanish  America  with  these  countries,  will  aug- 
ment their  means  of  information,  and  wUl  en- 
lighten them  on  the  subject  of  government,  on 
public  welfare  and  private  happiness.  With 
the  increase  of  knowledge,  wiU  arise  free  and 
weU-organized  institutions,  the  refinements  and 
various  wants  of  civilization.    This  cannot  fail 


to  produce  a  demand  for  all  the  manufactures 
of  this  country,  and  for  all  the  objects  of  trade. 
I  had  intended  to  have  entered  fully  into  the 
importance  of  our  political  relations  with  these 
countries.  I  fear,  however,  that  I  should  ex- 
haust the  patience  of  the  committee,  were  I  to 
attempt  it;  and  I  feel  that  I  should  exhaust  my 
own  strength.  I  am  compelled,  therefore, 
however  reluctantly,  to  waive  this  part  of  the 
subject.  The  question  for  the  consideration  of 
the  committee  is,  whether  we  shall  now  adopt 
a  measure  called  for  by  every  motive  of  feeluig 
and  of  policy,  at  a  moment  when  it  may  give 
us  weight  and  influence  in  those  countries ;  a 
measure  by  which  we  shall  at  once  assume  the 
station  that  becomes  our  character,  among  the 
great  republics  of  this  hemisphere ;  or  whether 
we  shall  wait  the  slow  and  unwilling  consent 
of  Spain,  or  the  uncertain  policy  of  the  other 
powers  of  Europe. 

The  latter  have  refused  to  co-operate  with 
us.  It  does  not  accord  with  their  avowed  prin- 
ciples to  countenance  any  resistance  against  the 
abuse  of  power,  however  flagrant  and  unjust. 
In  aU  ages,  Spain  has  been  slow  to  acknowledge 
the  independence  of  those  countries  which  have 
been  driven  to  rebellion  by  her  oppression.  It 
is  not  probable  that  she  wiU  pursue  a  different 
policy  with  regard  to  her  colonies  in  America. 
In  this  particular,  and  in  this  alone,  I  differ 
from  the  report  now  under  consideration.  It 
proves  incontestably  the  right  and  the  expedi- 
ency of  adopting  the  measure  recommended  by 
these  resolutions.  It  is  a  clear  and  convincing 
argument,  highly  honorable  to  the  committee, 
and,  as  I  entertain  great  deference  for  their 
opinion,  it  is  with  reluctance  I  differ  with  them 
in  this  particular.  The  committee  think  it 
manifest,  from  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Cortes,  "  that  Spain  had  not  only  renounced 
the  feelings  of  an  enemy  towards  the  colonies, 
but  had  been  prepared,  a  year  ago,  to  consent 
to  their  independence,  but  for  pa/rticular  occur- 
rences." They  are  led  to  this  conclusion  from 
the  terms  in  which  the  committee  speak  of 
"the  measure  demanded  by  the  crisis,  as  one 
indicative  of  a  new  and  glorious  resolution; 
that  it  was  demanded  by  America  and  by  the 
true  interests  of  the  Peninsula;  that,  from  it 
Spain  might  reap  advantages,  which  otherwise 
she  could  never  expect;  and  that  the  ties  of 
kindred  and  the  uniformity  of  religion,  with 
comn^ercial  relations  and  those  emanating  from 
free  ihstitutions,  would  be  the  surest  pledge  of 
mutu^  harmony  and  close  union." 

I  agree  with  the  committee,  "  that  no  meas- 
ure short  of  a  full  recognition  of  unconditional 
independence,  could  have  deserved  the  charac- 
ter nior  been  capable  of  producing  the  effects 
ascribed  to  it."  But,  sir,  what  say  the  docu- 
ments on  your  table  2  The  American  deputies, 
disajppointed  in  their  expectations,  presented 
propjositions,  in  substance,  Mr.  Brent  tells  us,  the 
samei  as  those  that  at  first  met  the  approbation 
of  ministers,  and  which  would  have  been  adopt- 
ed, b/at  for  particular  occurrences.    These  pro- 
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positions  contain  no  demand  for  an  acknowl- 
edgment of  independence ;  but  merely  for 
permission  to  establish  an  internal  administra- 
tion, dependent'upon  tbe  mother  country,  free- 
dom of  commerce  and  equal  rights  with  Euro- 
pean Spaniards.  This  was,  in  substance,  the 
measure  first  proposed  by  the  committee  of 
Cortes,  and  which  was  subsequently  rejected 
by  the  king,  "  as  a  violation  of  the  constitution ; 
that  public  opinion  was  not  prepared  for  it,  that 
it  was  against  the  interests  of  Spain  and  of 
America."  Something  less  favorable  must  be 
intended  by  the  king,  when  he  says  "  his  Gov- 
ernment, urged  by  the  Oortes,  to  propose  the 
measures  they  may  think  most  proper  for  their 
welfare,  or  a  consideration  of  the  state  of  these 
countries,  they  wOl  do  so  immediately,  and 
with  the  utmost  generosity."  No,  sir.  The 
recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  Spanish 
colonies  would  be  opposed  both  by  the  interests 
and  by  the  prejudices  of  the  Spanish  nation. 
Independently  of  the  revenue  derived  by  the 
Grown  from  those  countries — a  revenue  of  more 
than  eight  millions  of  dollars — the  patronage 
they  afforded  was  immense.  Places  in  Spanish 
America  were  the  reward  of  services  and  the 
means  of  corruption.  The  aristocracy,  who 
profited  by  those  places,  and  who  regarded 
them  as  the  means  of  maintaining  their  splendid 
establishments  in  Europe,  will  abandon,  with 
reluctance,  the  prospect  of  wealth  America 
presented.  The  clergy  will  exert  their  in- 
fluence to  prevent  it.  America  was  to  them  a 
source  of  ambition  and  of  profit.  The  posses- 
sion of  America  extended  their  spiritual  do- 
minion and  augmented  their  temporal  wealth. 
The  merchants,  who,  by  a  code  of  laws  framed 
in  the  spirit  of  restriction  and  oppression,  mo- 
nopolized the  trade  of  the  colonies,  wUl  oppose 
their  recognition ;  and  the  people  generally  will 
not  consent  to  relinquish,  without  a  desperate 
struggle,  the  dominion  over  the  colonies,  con- 
nected, as  it  is,  with  their  most  pleasing  recol- 
lections of  national  honor  and  glory. 

It  is  in  vain  to  say  that  they  are  really  inde- 
pendent. The  Spaniards  will  not  abandon  all 
hope  of  recovering  possession  of  them  untU  they 
are  recognized  by  the  powers  of  Europe.  It  is 
well  known  that  there  are  many  of  the  former 
inhabitants  of  St.  Domingo,  now  in  France, 
who  still  cherish  the  hope  of  being  restored  to 
their  estates  in  that  island. 

These  motives  will  operate  powerfully  upon 
the  Spanish  nation,  and,  it  is  to  be  feared,  will 
not  only  prevent  their  recognition  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  these  countries,  but  lead  them  to 
view  this  measure,  on  our  part,  as  an  unfriendly, 
perhaps  as  a  hostile  act.  They  certainly  have 
no  right  to  do  so  according  to  the  laws  and 
usages  of  nations.  But  the  resentment  of 
wounded  pride  is  not  always  restrained  by  con- 
siderations of  national  law. 

But,  sir,  this  risk,  even  if  it  were  less  re- 
mote, ought  not  to  deter  us  from  adopting  the 
resolutions  on  your  table.  It  is  a  measure  call- 
ed for  both  by  justice  and  policy.  The  conduct 
Vol.  Vn.— -20 


of  the  Government,  in  relation  to  this  contest, 
has  given  the  best  evidence  of  our  respect  for 
the  rights  of  Spain.  So  long  as  that  nation 
made  an  efibrt  to  recover  her  dominion  over 
her  colonies,  the  United  States  abstained  from 
recognizing  their  independence.  But  now, 
when  all  opposition  has  ceased  on  the  part  of 
Spain ;  now  that  those  countries  are  free  from 
the  intestine  commotions  which  divided  them 
into  factions,  and  rendered  it  difficult  to  distin- 
guish which  was  the  legitimate  government,  it 
would  be  unjust  to  \githhold  it. 

I  hope,  therefore,  the  committee  will  adopt 
the  resolutions  now  under  consideration.  It  is 
due  to  the  rights  of  the  free  and  independent 
Governments  that  expect  it  at  our  hands,  and 
due  to  our  own  character  and  station. 

After  some  further  conversation,  in  which 
Messrs.  Wood,  Weight,  Ehba,  Tttokee,  and  H. 
Nelson,  bore  part,  Mr.  Tuokee  varied  his  mo- 
tion BO  as  to  make  the  resolve  read,  "  the  late 
American  provinces  of  Spain ;"  which  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  on  agreeing  to  the  said  first  resolution  ; 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  thereupon  stood — ^yeas 
167,  nays  1,  as  follows : 


Yeas. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen  of  Massachu- 
setts, Allen  of  Tennessee,  Arclier,  Baldwin,  Ball, 
Barber  of  Connecticut,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bassett, 
Baylies,  Bayly,  Bigelow,  Blaokledge,  Blair,  Borland, 
Breckenridge,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burrows,  Burton, 
Butler,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  New  York,  Campbell 
of  Ohio,  Cannon,  Cassedy,  Chambers,  Cocke,  Colden, 
Condict,  Conkling,  Conner,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cushman, 
Cuthbert,  Dane,  Darlington,  Denison,  Dickinson, 
Durfee,  Dwigbt,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Ed- 
wards of  Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
Eustis,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Fuller,  Gebbard,  Gilmer, 
Gist,  Gross,  Hall,  Harvey,  Hawks,  HemphiU,  Hen- 
dricks, Herrick,  Hill,  Hobart,  Holcombe,  Hooks, 
Jackson,  F.  Johnson,  J.  T.  Johnson,  J.  S.  Johnston, 
Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Keyes,  Kirkland,  Latbrop, 
Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Little,  Long,  Lowndes, 
McCarty,  McCoy,  McDufae,  McLane,  McNeil,  Mo- 
Sberry,  MaUary,  Matlack,  Matson,  Mattocks,  Mer- 
cer, Metcalfe,  Milnor,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania, 
Moore  of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Virginia,  Moore 
of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  New,  Over- 
street,  Patterson  of  New  York,  Patterson  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Phillips,  Pierson,  Pitcher,  Plumer  of  New 
Hampshire,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Poinsett,  Ran- 
kin, Keed  of  Massachusetts,  Keid  of  Georgia,  Rhea, 
Rich,  Rogers,  Ross,  Ruggles,  Russ,  Russell,  Sanders, 
Sawyer,  Scott,  Sergeant,  Sloan,  S.  Smith,  Arthur 
Smith,  W.  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  J.  S.  Smith, 
Spencer,  Sterling  of  Connecticut,  Sterling  of  New 
York,  Stevenson,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Swan,  Tat- 
naU,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tod,  Tomliuson,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tucker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Upham,  Vance,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck, 
Walker,  Walworth,  Warfield,  Whipple,  White,  Whit- 
man Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Williams  of  Vir- 
ginia, Williamson,  Wilson,  Wood,  Woodcock,  Wood- 
son, Worman,  and  Wright. 

Nay. — Mr.  Garnett. 
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So  the  first  resolve  passed  unanimously,  with 
the  exception  of  a  single  vote. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  the  second 
resolution,  and  carried  unanimously. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  H.  Nelson,  the 
House  adjourned. 

Fkidat,  March  29.  ' 

Title  to  the  Fortification  Site  in  the  Dehmwre 
Hiver,  called  the  Pea  Patch. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Peesident  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Bouse  of  Itepreseniatives  cf  ike  United  States : 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Eepiesentativee,  of  the  1st  instant,  requesting  "  the 
President  to  communieate  such  information  as  he 
may  possess  relative  to  any  private  claim  against  the 
piece  of  land  in  the  Delaware  River,  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Pea  Patch,  and  to  state,  if  any,  and 
what,  process  has  been  instituted  on  behalf  of  such 
claim,"  I  herewith  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  furnishing  the  information  required. 
JAMES  MONROE. 

Washihgton,  Mcurch,  8,  1822. 

The  Message  and  report  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Oradual  Increase  of  the  Nany, 
Mr.  MoLanb,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
AflEairs,  who  were  instructed,  by  resolution, 
"to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  modifying 
the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  gradual  in- 
crease of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,'  so  as 
to  require  a  part  of  the  annual  appropriation  to 
be  expended  in  the  construction  of  vessels  of  an 
inferior  force  to  those  now  authorized  by  said 
law  to  be  built,"  made  a  report  thereon ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MoLanb,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  to  fix  and  render  permanent  the 
Naval  Peace  Establishment  of  the  United  States ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union.     The  report  is  as  follows  i 

The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  4th  instant,  instructing  them  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  modifying  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,"  so  as  to  require  a  part  of  the  annual  appro- 
priation to  be  expended  in  the  construction  of  vessels 
of  an  inferior  force  to  those  now  authorized  by  said 
law  to  be  built,  make  the  following  report : 

That,  by  the  act  above  referred  to,  passed  the  29tii 
April,  1816,  the  sum  of  one  million  of  dollars  per  an- 
num was  appropriated  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  authorized  to  cause  to  be  built  nine 
ships,  to  rate  not  less  than  74  guns  each ;  and  twelve 
ships,  to  rate  not  less  than  44  guns  each,  including 
one  74  and  three  44  gnu  ships,  authorized  by  a  pre- 
vious law.  The  President  was  also  authorized  to  pro- 
cure steam  engines,  and  all  the  imperishable  mate- 
rials necessary  for  biiildingand  equipping  three  steam 
batteries ;  and  by  the  4th  section  of  the  act,  it  was 


provided  that  "  the  moneys  appropriated  by  this  act 
shall  not  be  transferred  to  any  other  object  of  expen- 
diture."    By  the  act  of  3d  March,  1821,  instead  of 
the  appropriation  contained  in  the  original  act,  the 
sum  of  $500,000  per  annum,  for  six  years,  was  ap- 
propriated to  carry  into  effect   the  purposes  of  the 
said  act ;  and  that  the  whole  of  this  sum  will  be  re- 
quired to  complete  the  objects  contemplated  by  these 
acts.     That,  pursuant  to  the  instructions  and  objects 
of  these  laws,  there  has  been  built  and  equipped  one 
ship-of  the-line,  viz :  the  Columbus ;  and   that  there 
has  been  built  and  launched  three  ships  of-the-hne, 
viz :  the  Ohio,  the  North  Carolina,  and  the  Delaware, 
and  one  frigate  at  Washington,  the  Potomac  ;  that 
there  is  now  on  the  stocks,  built  and  ready  to  launch, 
one  sbip-of-the-line  at  Boston — that  there  are  now 
on  the  stocks,  nearly  finished,  one  ship-of-the-line  at 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  one  frigate  at  Phikr 
delphia,  and  one  frigate  at  New  York — that  there  is 
on  the  stocks,  about  half  finished,  one  ship-of-the- 
line  at   Gosport,  Virginia — that  preparations  have, 
for  some  time  past,  been  making,  for  putting  on  the 
stocks  one  ship-of-the-line  at  Boston,  one  frigate  at 
New  York,  one  frigate  at  Portsmouth,  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  one  frigate  at  Washington,  and  that  the 
frames,  and  nearly  all  the  timber,  and  other  mate- 
rials, have  been  provided  for  building  one  ship-of-the- 
line  at  Philadelphia,  one  frigate   at  Washington,  one 
frigate  at  Boston,  and  one  frigate  at  Norfolk — that 
the  live  oak  frames,  and  nearly  all  the  other  timber, 
a,nd  two  steam  engines,  have  been  provided  for  two 
steam  batteries  at  New  York,  and  one  steam  battery 
at  Washington.     The  committee  further  report  that 
the  articles  on  hand,  and  those  contracted  for,  could 
not  be   advantageously   applied   to  the  bulling  of 
vessels  of  a  smaller  class  than  those  for  which  they 
were  provided  and  designed.     "The  frames  of  our 
ships-of- the -line  are  all  got  to  moulds ;  each  particu- 
lar piece  has  its  appropriate  place  in  the  frame,"  and 
the   labor  of  reducing   them  to  a  size   suitable  to 
smaller  vessels  would  be  nearly,  if  not  quite,  equal 
to  the  expense  of  a  new  frame.     The  copper  pro- 
vided, too,  is   generally  heavier  than  is  used  for 
sloops  of  war. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  frames  being 
cut  to  moulds,  which,  being  the  cheaper  and  better 
plan,  the  commissioners  of  the  navy,  with  a  due  re- 
gard to  the  before-recited  acts,  were  authorized  to 
direct,  there  would  be  great  risk  of  losing  them  en- 
tirely, by  their  warping  out  of  place,  if  they  are  not 
put  together. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion,  also,  that  the  funds 
appropriated  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy, 
cannot  be  diverted  to  any  other  objects,  consistently 
with  good  faith,  or  the  real  interests  of  the  nation. 

The  policy  was  adopted  upon  great  consideration, 
and  with  a  view  to  the  defence  of  our  seacoast,  and 
in  a  well-founded  conviction  that  it  was  wise  and  pru- 
dent gradually  to  increase  our  naval  force  in  time  of 
peace,  a,nd  to  render  it  efiicient  in  the  exigencies  to 
which  the  country  must  he  always  more  or  less  ex- 
posed. It  is  believed  that  the  best  defence  for  this 
country,  and  that  on  which  it  must  principally  rely, 
not  only  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce,  but  to 
prevent  the  actual  invasion  of  the  soil,  is  the  naval 
force.  The  act  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  n&yj 
was  founded  on  this  presumption,  and  designed  by 
gradual  means,  in  a  manner  least  oppressive  to  the 
country,  to  lay  the  foundation  of  an  efficient  naval 
power,  and  to  prepare,  in  time  of  peace,  that  descrip- 
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tion  force,  which  cotdd  not  be  easily  raised  up  m 
time  of  war,  but  which  would  be  indispensable  in 
such  a  crisis.  It  requires  much  time  and  great  care 
to  prepare  the  materials,  and  construct  the  ves- 
sels of  the  class  provided  for  in  the  acts,  and  the  ex- 
perience of  the  late  war  has  fully  demonstrated  the 
necessity  of  such  a  force ;  by  teaching  us  the  facility 
with  which  the  enemy  could  blockade  a  large  portion 
of  our  coast  with  a  single  ship-of-the-line. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  un- 
wise to  change  this  system,  founded  upon  so  many 
important  considerations,  without  some  urgent  neces- 
sity, and  in  their  opinion,  none  such  exists ;  on  the 
contraiy,  there  seems  to  be  even  stronger  reasons  for 
adhering  to  the  policy,  and  cherishing  the  growth  of 
our  naval  power,  now  that  foreign  nations  are  model- 
ling their  naval  architecture  after  our  improvements, 
and  at  a  moment  when  our  foreign  relations  are 
about  to  be  extended,  upon  a  scale  which  should,  at 
least,  admonish  us  against  any  dimunition  of,  or  an 
indifference  to  the  means  of  national  defence. 

The  committee  are  aware  of  the  importance  of 
sloops  of  war,  as  a  class  of  naval  force,  indispensable 
both  in  time  of  peace  and  war ;  but  tJiey  are  a  class 
which  may  be  provided  in  a  shorter  time,  and  with 
considerable  advantage,  even  after  the  exigency  has 
arisen,  and,  though  they  weald  be  nsefnl  in  time  of 
peace  for  many  services,  and  especially  for  the  disci- 
pline of  our  officers,  and  the  more  effectual  suppres- 
sion of  the  piratical  marauders  upon  our  commerce, 
the  committee  believe  it  would  be  unwise  to  break  in 
upon  the  fund  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navj-, 
even  for  such  objects ;  and,  therefore,  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  modify  the  act, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States,"  so  as  to  require  a  part  of  the 
annual  appropriation  to  be  expended  in  the  construc- 
tion of  vessels  of  an  inferior  force  to  those_  now  au- 
thorized by  the  said  law  to  be  built. 

iTispeetion  of  Land  Offices. 

Mr.  McLake,  from  a  select  committee,  deliv- 
ered in  the  following  report ;  wbioli  was  read., 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

[This  report,  which  was  the  result  of  an  inquiry 
expected  to  criminate  a  Senator,  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  concluded  thus  :] 

On  the  whole,  the  committee  have  seen  nothing  in 
the  case  submitted  to  them,  which  can  lead  to  the 
presumption,  that  either  of  the  individuals  concerned 
had  any  intention  either  to  violate  the  provisions  of 
the  law,  or  to  abuse  or  flisregard  the  spirit  and  policy 
of  our  institutions. 

They  are  of  opinion  that  the  employment  of 
Mr.  Thomas  to  examine  the  land  offices  originated  in 
a  desire  honestly  to  discharge  an  important  public 
dutv ;  that  the  peculiar  importance  of  the  trust  at 
thetime,  and  the  character  and  elevation  of  the  in- 
dividual employed,  were  calculated  rather  to  invite 
than  forbid  the  selection.  Nor  have  the  committee 
any  reason  to  believe  that  the  duty  has  not  been 
faithfully  performed,  and  in  a  manner  conducive  to 
the  public  good. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  with  such  impres- 
sion-, the  committee  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  sin- 
gle out  this  case  for  particular  animadversion,  or  to 
pronounce  upon  the  comprehensiveness  or  precise  im- 
port of  the  act  of  1808.     They  content  themselves 


with  referring  to  the  construction  which  it  has  uni- 
formly received  in  practice,  and  to  the  conviction  that 
the  public  good,  and  not  any  sinister  or  improper 
purpose,  was  intended ;  and  they  therefore  recom- 
mend the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject, 

Mr.  OooK  stated,  that  it  was  due  to  himself 
and  to  the  committee  to  say,  that  the  commit- 
tee were  not  unanimous  in  agreeing  to  the  re- 
port, and  to  express *he  views  which  he  per- 
sonally had  of  this  subject,  which  he  considered, 
in  some  points  of  view,  as  of  great  importance, 
he  offered  a  counter-resolution,  which  he  re- 
quested might  accompany  the  report,  and  he 
laid  on  the  table  with  it. 

Mr.  MoLane  said  he  was  sorry  that,  on  the 
present  occasion,  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
had  thought  it  proper  to  deviate  from  the  usual 
practice  on  making  reports,  in  stating,  as  he 
had  done,  that  there  was  a  division  in  the  com- 
mittee on  the  subject  of  the  report.  An  obvious 
objection  to  such  a  proceeding  was,  that  each 
member  of  the  committee  might  feel  himself 
called  upon  to  say  how  he  had  voted,  if  any  one 
of  the  committee  did  so.  He  believed,  he  said, 
that  he  should  be  authorized  in  saying  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  himself  was  the  only  one 
of  the  committee  who  disagreed  to  the  resolu- 
tion now  on  the  table.  Mr.  MoLahe  did  not 
think  this  course  to  be  the  proper  one  to  he 
pursued.  It  would  he  an  encroachment  on  pro- 
priety to  suffer  a  committee  to  make  a  report, 
and  accompany  it  with  another  report,  which 
might  possibly  be  of  a  very  different  tendency. 
The  object  of  the  gentleman,  besides,  could  be 
as  well  attained  by  moving  his  proposition  in 
the  shape  of  a  separate  and  distinct  resolution, 
as  in  the  way  he  proposed. 

The  Speakee,  deprecating  the  debates  grow- 
ing out  of  incidental  questions,  uselessly  con- 
suming the  time  of  the  House,  pronounced  his 
decision,  that  nothing  can  be  received  as  the  act 
of  a  committee  hut  what  is  the  report  of  a  com- 
mittee, and  that  a  committee  can  make  but  one 
report.  Nothing,  therefore,  hut  the  report  of  the 
committee  was  now  under  consideration.  _  He 
adverted  to  the  famous  case  of  the  Seminole 
war,  in  which  a  counter  report  had  been  offered 
by  one  of  the  committee,  and  received  by  the 
House,  but  he  considered  it  an  erroneous  pro- 
ceeding, and  not  to  be  drawn  into  precedent. 

Mr.  Meeoee  concurred  in  the  view  which  the 
Speaker  had  taken  of  this  point,  and  added 
that,  in  the  case  of  the  Seminole  war,  the  coun- 
ter report  had  not  been  received  until  after 
considerable  debate,  and  it  was  afterwards  a 
subject  of  general  regret  that  it  had  been  re- 
ceived at  all. 

Mr.  Cook  said  he  was  not  sure  he  had  un- 
derstood the  gentleman  from  Delaware  (Mr. 
MoLa^t:)  correctly — but  repeating  what  he  had 
said  when  before  up,  Mr.  C.  now  justified  it. 
It  was  no  new  thing  for  it  to  he  announced,  on 
the  presentation  of  a  report,  that  the  committee 
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was  divided  in  relation  to  it.  He  quoted  tiie 
example  of  the  case  of  the'  report  at  the  last 
session  on  the  admission  of  Missonri  into  the 
Union.  He  did  not  know  whether  the  memher 
from  Delaware  meant  to  intimate  that  he  had 
made  an  incorrect  statement  or  taien  any  un- 
due advantage.  He  would  rather  abandon  his 
seat — ^he  would  rather  never  have  set  foot  in 
this  House,  than  do  a  dishonorable  act,  or  even 
an  act  of  unkindness  to  any  of  his  fellow-mem- 
bers. He  deemed  it  a  matter  of  importance 
even  to  the  persons  about  whom,  on  this  subject, 
so  much  had  been  said,  to  frankly  present  to  the 
House  his  views,  that  no  man  should  be  taken 
by  surprise  in  voting  on  a  question  deeply  con- 
nected with  the  purity  of  the  legislative 
body 

The  Spbakee  here  arrested  the  debate,  as 
going  improperly  into  the  main  subject,  on  a 
question  merely  incidental. 

Mr.  MoLane  disclaimed  any  intention,  in 
what  he  had  said,  to  alarm  the  feelings  of  the 
gentleman  from  Hlinois,  or  impeach  his  mo- 
tives. He  considered  it  an  act  of  justice  to  him- 
self and  to  the  committee  to  state  the  facts  of 
the  case,  and  he  had  done  no  more. 

The  question  was  taken  on  laying  the  report 
on  the  table,  as  moved  by  Mr.  Oook,  and  car- 
ried. 

Mr.  OooK  then  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  the  employment  of  members  of 
Congress  by  the  Executive,  or  any  Executive  officer 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  performance  of  any  pub- 
lic service,  during  the  continuance  of  their  member- 
ship, for  which  they  receive  compensation  out  of  the 
public  Treasuiy,  is  inconsistent  with  the  independ- 
ence of  Congress,  and  in  derogation  of  the  rights  of 
the  people,  and,  if  it  be  not  already,  ought  to  be 
prohibited. 

Mr.  Cannon  required  the  question  of  amsid- 
eration  of  the  resolution ;  and,  that  question 
being  taken,  the  House  agreed  to  consider  the 
same. 

Mr.  Cook  moved  for  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  taken  upon  the  disposal  of  the  resolution 
reported  by  the  committee ;  on  the  ground  that 
his  object  was  to  offer  the  last  resolution  as  an 
amendment,  or  rather  as  a  substitute  for  the 
resolution  reported  by  the  committee. 

A  question  of  order  occurred,  in  which  Messrs. 
Cook,  H.  Nelson,  Cannon,  and  Tatloe,  took 
part,  when  the  proceedings  ended  in  deciding 
to  lay  Mr.  Cook's  resolution  on  the  table,  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  report  had  been ;  and  both 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mtgitive  Slcmes. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  "Whole  on  the  bill  to  provide  for 
delivering  up  persons  held  to  labor  or  service  in 
any  of  the  States  or  Territories,  who  shall  es- 
cape into  any  other  State  or  Teritory. 

The  question  was,  on  the  motion  to  strike  out 
the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  was  willing  to  legislate  on. 


the  subject,  but  he  thought  this  bill  was  calcu- 
lated to  introduce  new  and  unknown  rules  in 
relation  to  property.  Its  operation  was  not 
confined  to  the  slaveholding  States,  and  he 
thought  its  tendency  would  be  injurious  to  so- 
ciety, and  the  administration  of  ju.stice.  He 
was  also  opposed  to  it  on  the  ground  that  it 
authorized  a  suspension  of  the  right  of  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus.  He  hoped  that  the  bill  would 
be  laid  on  the  table,  or  recommitted,  in  order 
that  these  objections  may  be  removed;  and 
with  that  view,  he  proposed  that  the  commit- 
tee rise  and  report ;  which  motion  was  put  and 
carried,  ayes  55,  noes  43. 

In  the  House,  leave  to  sit  again  was  refused 
to  the  committee ;  and 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  moved  to  recommit  the  bill 
to  a  select  committee,  which  was  agreed  to ;  and 
Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Colden,  Mr. 
Weight,  Mr.  Nblson  of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Wil- 
liams of  North  Carolina,  were  appointed  said 
committee. 

Horses  Lost  in  the  Seminole  War. 

The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims 
unfavorable  to  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  claiming  payment  for 
horses  lost  in  the  Seminole  campaign. 

Mr.  F.  Jones  moved  to  amend  the  report  of 
the  committee  by  striking  out  the  word  "  not," 
so  as  to  give  it  an  affirmative  character. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and 
by  Mr.  Allen,  of  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Allen  said:  This  claim  presents  itself 
very  dififerently  from  most  others  which  we  are 
called  upon  to  decide.  It  rests  upon  a  positive 
contract  between  the  soldier  and  his  Govern- 
ment. We  find  the  Commander  of  the  Southern 
division  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  in- 
viting mounted  volunteers  to  enter  the  service, 
under  a  promise  to  pay  them  forty  cents  per 
day  for  their  horses,  and  furnish  them  with  for- 
age and  subsistence,  at  a  time  when  a  law  ex- 
isted to  pay  the  soldiers,  who  had  just  returned 
from  service,  for  their  horses  that  had  been  lost 
on  account  of  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  forage  them.  The  inspection  roU 
of  the  army  proves  that  these  men  entered  the 
service,  and  performed  their  duty  faithfully,  and 
were  honorably  discharged.  It  is  admitted  that, 
during  a  long  and  rapid  march  through  a  wil- 
derness, no  forage  whatever  was  furnished. 
What  was  the  consequence?  Death  to  the 
horse  and  loss  to  the  owner,  but  a  gdin  to  the 
Government  of  all  that  forage  and  transportation 
would  have  cost.  If  that  has  been  done  in  vio- 
lation of  the  contract  with  the  soldier,  is  it  not 
reasonable  to  pay  the  damages  that  accrued  to 
the  soldier  who  performed  his  part  of  the  cove- 
nant ?  His  claim  would  be  sustainable  in  law, 
were  the  Government  suable ;  and,  because  it 
is  not,  are  we  to  reject  it?  I  hope  not;  I  will 
not  agree  to  do  so  without  stronger  reasons 
than  are  to  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims.    I  cannot  see  how  the  sol- 
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dier's  demand  for  his  horse  is  at  all  impaired 
by  any  thing  paid  him  for  his  services.  He  per- 
formed the  duties  required  of  him,  and  only  re- 
ceived the  wages  promised  fordoing  so;  yet 
this  ingenious  report  tells  us  that  that  payment 
exceeded  the  average  value  of  the  horses,,  and 
infers,  from  it,  that  the  soldier  is  already  over- 
paid. Agreeably  to  this  mode  of  reasoning,  if 
one  of  these  soldiers  had  served  six  months 
longer,  the  Government  would  have  had  a  claim 
against  him  equal  to  the  value  of  another  horse. 
If  he  is  to  be  charged  with  his  wages  when  he 
receives  credit  for  his  horse,  it  is  evident  that 
the  longer  he  served  the  greater  would  he  the 
balance  against  him.  This  may  be  good  argu- 
ment, but,  in  my  opinion,  very  poor  pay.  There 
is  a  laboring,  throughout  this  report,  to  draw 
the  mind  off  from  the  merits  of  the  claim,  and 
fix  it  upon  charges  and  expenditures  that  at- 
tended the  campaign,  for  which  the  soldier  is 
not  at  all  accountable.  After  all  the  trouble  of 
searching  every  department  in  the  War  Office, 
it  is  discovered  that,  out  of  the  arms  put  in  the 
hands  of  the  volunteers,  forty-nine  muskets 
were  never  returned.  This,  I  think,  might  ea- 
sily be  accounted  for  by  looking  at  the  number 
of  men  that  never  returned.  The  killed  and 
wounded  could  not  be  expected  to-  return  their 
arms,  and  certainly  their  comrades  are  not  to  be 
made  accountable  for  them.  Is  it  believed  that 
we  are  never  to  want  another  army  ?  If  we  do, 
does  any  one  think  we  wUl  get  soldiers,  if  they 
are  to  be  made  accountable  for  all  the  expenses  ? 
"Was  that  the  course  adopted  during  the  last  war  ? 
No;  the  mounted  men  then  engaged,  were 
paid  for  their  services  and  their  losses.  These 
troops  only  ask  the  same  measure  of  justice  aU 
others  received.  If  the  policy  even  is  doubtful, 
is  it  just  to  change  it  now,  and  exclude  a  few 
that  have  been  deceived  by  confiding  in  it? 
Certainly  not  If  you  want  the  confidence  of 
the  people,  remember  that,  next  to  their  liberty, 
they  claim  from  their  Government  equal  justice. 
I  hope  it  will  not  be  denied  to  these  meritorious 
men — soldiers,  I  would  say,  if  I  was  not  well 
aware  that  the  very  name  of  soldier  sounds  an 
alarm  here,  not  for  their  valor,  but  for  our 
money.  Sir,  these  soldiers  are  too  proud  to' 
beg.  Give  them  justice  or  give  them  nothing. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  "Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, the  committee  rose  and  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was 
granted. 

Satuedat,  March  30. 
South  American  Governments. 
The  Speakbb  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing letter,  which,  by  imanimous  consent, 
was  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  Journals  of 
the  House. 

WAsmMGTON,  March  30,  1822. 
To  the  HonoraMe,  the  Speaker  of  the  Souse  of  Repr&- 
seniatives  : 
Sik:  Severe  indisposition  prevented  me  from  at- 
tending the  House  on  Thursday,  and  recording  my  I 


vote  in  favor  of  the  Independence  of  the  South  Amer- 
ican Governments ;  the  same  cause  prevented  me 
from  attending  the  House  yesterday ;  nor  was  it  un- 
til the  hour  of  adjoumment  that  I  was  informed  that 
the  members  who  were  absent  when  the  above  vote 
was  taken,  were  yesterday  permitted,  by  universal 
consent,  to  have  their  votes  entered  on  the  Journal. 
Thus  circumstanced,  I  shall  feel  highly  honored  by 
the  House  if  they  will  permit  my  name  to  be  recorded 
in  the  affirmative  on  that  question,  by  placing  it 
with  the  yeas ;  or  if  that  cannot  be  done,  by  placing 
this  letter  on  the  <{pumal.  I  have  lie  honor  to 
be,  &c.  PHILIP  EEID. 

Mr.  Gaehutt  asked  if  it  was  in  order  to  make 
a  motion ;  he  said  he  wished  to  make  one  on 
the  subject  of  the  vote  he  had  given  on  Thurs- 
day last,  on  the  recognition  of  the  late  South 
American  Provinces.  That  it  has  been  his  mis- 
fortune, not  only  to  differ  with  all  his  colleagues, 
but  with  the  whole  House  on  this  subject;  that 
he  did  not  wish  to  recall  his  vote,  for  he  was 
fully  prepared  for  all  the  consequences  that 
could  arise  from  it,  when  he  gave  it ;  but  there 
was  one  view  of  the  subject  which  occasioned 
regret;  the  event  of  her  recognition  would  ne- 
cessarily be  announced  to  the  world,  and  his 
vote  would  be  probably  misinterpreted  by  the 
public,  who  might  believe  that  he  was  unfriend- 
ly to  the  independence  of  the  Sooth  Americas ; 
and  that  he  did  not  wish  it  to  be  believed,  that 
there  could  be  an  American  Legislator  in  the 
19th  century,  who  could  be  unfriendly  to  civil 
liberty,  and  the  rights  of  man,  anywhere.  That 
he  felt  great  gratification  in  common  with  the 
rest  of  his  countrymen,  in  the  success  in  which 
the  struggle  of  the  South  Americans  had  even- 
tuated ;  and  that  he  refrained  from  voting  to 
recognize  them,  from  considerations  of  policy, 
which  he  wished  to  make  known,  by  spreading 
them  upon  the  Journal  of  the  House,  the  only 
permanent  and  authentic  record.  This  was 
partly  a  national,  and  partly  a  personal  motive ; 
but  there  was  a  secondary  motive,  which  was 
entirely  personal.  He  wished  it  to  be  known 
that  he  had  not  voted  entirely  without  reflec- 
tion, or  from  caprice  or  prejudice,  by  making 
known  his  reasons,  which,  whether  weU  or  ill- 
founded,  would  show  that  he  had  bestowed 
some  consideration  on  the  subject.  "With  this 
view  he  offered  the  following  declaration,  and 
moved  to  have  it  inserted  in  the  Journal : 

I  voted  against  the  recognition  of  the  late  Ameri- 
can Provinces  of  Spain,  not  because  I  am  opposed  to 
their  independence,  on  the  contraiy,  I  rejoice  in  its 
accompUshment,  and  believe  that  it  would  be  even 
better  for  them  to  be  independent  with  a  worse  form 
of  government,  than  to  be  dependent  with  a  better ; 
but  I  voted  against  it  because  I  am  of  opinion, 

That  recognition  must  be  either  the  mere  formal 
declaration  of  a  fact  which  will  be  inoperative,  and 
therefore  useless,  or  it  must  be  substantial,  and  pro- 
pose some  advantage  to  one  or  both  of  the  parties — 
that  if  it  be  substantial,  it  must  be  intended  either 
to  impart  to  the  party  recognized  the  physical  means, 
or  the  moral  force,  necessary  to  accomplish  their 
revolution,  or  to  establish  relations  for  the  mutual 
benefit  of  both  the  parties  concerned — that  the  idea 
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of  assistance,  to  consummate  a  revolution,  concedes 
that  it  is  not  completed,  and  is  incompatible  with 
the  neutral  obligations  to  the  country  claiming  juris- 
diction ;  and  that  the  second  alternative  of  mutual 
benefit  reduces  it  to  a  question  of  policy,  in  which 
it  is  only  necessary  to  balance  the  good  with  the 
evil : 

That  we  have  no  right  to  recognize  nations  because 
they  have  adopted  forms  of  government  congenial 
with  our  own,  if  our  recognition  would  not  otherwise 
he  proper ;  and,  to  maintain  this  doctrine,  would  be 
to  assert  -the  odious  principle  of  legitimacy,  that  na- 
tions have  a  right  to  interfere  with  the  internal  con- 
cerns of  each  other,  which  must  be  beneficial  or  in- 
J'urious,  accordingly  as  free  principles  or  despotism 
lappens  to  prevail  in  the  world ;  and  that,  for  this 
reason  also,  the  present  is  a  question  of  policy,  not  of 
principle : 

That,  the  period  having  past  when  our  recognition 
of  the  independent  Governments  of  South  America 
could  be  of  any  substantial  benefit  to  them  ;  their  in- 
dependence being  already  firmly  established ;  it  is  im- 
politic in  us,  for  the  sake  of  any  advantages  which 
either  party  is  likely  to  derive  from  an  intercourse  at 
this  time,  to  risk  those  we  already  possess : 

That,  if  Spain  only,  through  mistaken  pride,  re- 
sents our  act,  though  perhaps  too  feeble  to  carry  on  a 
war  with  us,  she  may  interdict  our  commerce  with 
her  remaining  colonies,  and  thus  deprive  us  of  a  trade 
more  valuable  than  any  we  can  expect  to  snbstitute, 
for  a  long  time,  with  the  independent  provinces : 

That,  if  the  importance  of  this  trade  to  those  colo- 
nies should  induce  them  to  revolt,  or  our  recognition 
itself  should  produce  in  them  revolutionary  move- 
ments, the  island  of  Cuba,  the  most  valuable  to  us, 
will  either  fall  under  the  dominion  of  the  colored 
population,  or  of  our  jealous  and  ambitious  rival, 
England,  or  we  must  occupy  it  ourselves,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  a  war  with  that  rival,  who  will  certainly 
seek  to  prevent  that  occupation  at  the  same  cost : 

That  the  elements  of  new  revolutions  still  exist  in 
Mexico,  in  consequence  of  the  power  and  influence  of 
the  priesthood  and  the  landed  aristocracy,  who  gave 
their  aid  to  the  late  revolution,  under  the  belief  that 
they  were  to  have  an  imperial  government,  which  se- 
cures to  them  their  property — which  probably  cannot 
be  carried  into  operation,  and  which,  if  attempted,  it 
is  said,  will  be  resisted  by  the  Repubh'c  of  Colombia 
— and  that  these  commotions  will  still  farther  retard 
the  return  of  their  productive  labor  to  domestic  in- 
dustry. 

That  the  situation  of  Mexico  is  somewhat  equivo- 
cal in  relation  to  its  claim  to  recognition,  as  it  appears 
by  the  letter  of  the  American  Charg6  d'Affaires  near 
the  Court  of  Madrid,  that  the  authorized  agents  of 
that  Government,  after  the  revolt  of  Iturbide,  and  the 
adoption  of  articles  of  government,  was  known  to 
them,  still  contemplated  the  integrity  of  the  Spanish 
Empire,  as  it  concerns  this  province. 

And,  finally,  that  circumstances  do  not  warrant 
precipitancy — that  the  great  interests  of  both  parties 
will  be  endangered  without  any  adequate  motive  for 
the  risk ;  and  that  the  temporary  eclat  which  priority 
of  recognition  may  obtain  for  us,  is  not  to  be  put  in 
opposition  to  the  great  permanent  interests  of  both 
countries,  which  will  be  best  promoted  by  adhering, 
on  their  part,  to  the  sage  monitions  inculcated  in  the 
language  of  one  of  their  most  distinguished  patriots, 
Rivadavia,  who  declared,  as  late  as  September  last, 
"  that  they  did  not  seek  the  recognition  of  other  na- 


tions, because  it  must  operate,  if  unsuoeessful,  to  the 
humiliation  of  the  provinces,  and  if  successful,  to  mis- 
lead the  people,  by  persuading  them  that  such  recog- 
nition was  all  sufficient  to  their  political  existence 
and  happiness ;  that  the  most  efficacious  system  would 
be  to  establish  order  and  wise  institutions  of  govern- 
ment throughout  the  provinces,  and  to  show  them- 
selves worthy  of  the  fraternity  of  other  nations,  when 
it  would  be  voluntarily  offered  ;"*  and,  on  our  part, 
by  abstaining  to  propose  that  fraternity,  until  the  ele- 
ments of  their  political  society,  purified  from  the 
crimes  and  corruption  engendered  by  former  oppres- 
sion, have  settled  down  into  order,  and  they  have 
fully  demonstrated  their  capacity  for  self-government, 
and  until  we  are  mutually  in  a  condition  to  derive 
advantages  from  a  free  intercourse,  which  will  over- 
balance the  considerations  of  the  evil,  which  imme- 
diate recognition  presents,  without  a  prospect  of  good, 
ROBERT  S.  GARNETT, 
A  member  from  Virgitiia. 

The  question  being  taken  upon  entering  the 
said  written  declaration  on  the  Journals  of  the 
House,  it  was  negatived,  ayes  49,  noes  51. 

Exchange  of  Stoclcs. 

An  engrossed  hill  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  exchange  certain  stocks 
bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  for  certain 
stocks  bearing  an  interest  of  six  and  seven  per 
cent.,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  TuoKEE,  of  South  Carolina,  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  final  passage  of  the 
bill ;  which  were  thereupon  ordered. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  said  he  should  not  again 
have  troubled  the  House  upon  the  subject,  but 
for  the  very  singular  course  which  had  marked 
the  progress  of  the  bill,  and  but  for  the  utter 
repugnance  he  felt  for  the  measure — a  loan  bUl 
of  twenty-six  millions  in  profound  peace ;  that 
he  considered  the  subject,  as  the  friends  of  it 
had  said,  of  "  vital  importance"  in  its  conse- 
quences, and  as  a  precedent.  He  said  that  the 
bill,  as  now  amended,  was  more  objectionable 
than  at  first ;  that  it  now  allowed  the  payment 
of  the  public  debt  of  1814  and  1815,  as  well  as 
1812  and  1813,  to  be  postponed  and  put  further 
off.  It  was  now  a  proposition  to  create  a  loan 
of  twenty-six  millions  to  discharge  so  much  of 
the  public  debt  which  fails  redeemable  in  1825, 
'26,  '2T,  '28,  and  to  postpone  the  payment 
thereof  until  a  more  distant  period, — ^taxing 
the  community,  in  the  mean  time,  and  for  aU 
that  time,  with  an  interest  on  the  debt,  and 
which  interest,  as  mentioned  on  a  former  day, 
was  upwards  of  five  millions  seven  hundred 
thousand  dollars  annually;  that  the  friends  of 
the  bill  had  urged  several  grounds  for  its  pas- 
sage: first,  that  it  was  recommended  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  secondly,  that  we 
shall  not  be  able  to  discharge  the  debt  when  it 
falls  redeemable;  and,  foreseeing  that  event, 
now  was  the  golden  moment,  now  the  accepted 
time,  to  make  a  good  bargain  out  of  the  money 
brokers,  and,  by  so  doing,  to  save  to  the  nation 

*  See  letter  of  J.  M.  Forbes,  of  the  17th  of  September, 
1821. 
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the  payment  of  6  and  7  per  cent,  interest  on 
the  public  debt,  and  to  substitute  in  lieu  thereof 
5  per  cent.  These  arguments,  he  said,  had 
been  answered,  and  that  satisfactorily,  in  his 
opinion,  by  his  honorable  friends  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Tbaot,)  from  Connecticut,  (Mr. 
ToMLiNsoN,)  and  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  See- 
GEAjsT.)  It  had  been  demonstrated  over  and 
over  again,  that  the  stockholders  will  not  ac- 
cept the  exchange  you  propose,  unless  it  shall 
be  more  advantageous  to  them  than  the  con- 
tract they  now  hold  on  you,  and  consequently 
more  disadvantageous  to  the  Government;  so 
that  it  is  to  make  a  bargain  in  any  event,  if 
we  bargain  at  all ;  and  he  said  they  had,  more- 
over, shown  that  there  was  no  good  reason  to 
apprehend  that  the  credit  of  the  Government 
would  fall,  unless  uncompromitted  by  some 
such  measure  as  the  bill.  But,  he  said,  yield- 
ing to  the  friends  of  the  bill,  the  truth  of  both 
the  facts  they  had  assumed,  namely,  that  we 
shall  not  be  able  to  pay  the  debt  of  1825,- 1826, 
1827,  and  1828,  when  it  falls  redeemable,  and 
that  money  will  be  more  in  demand  and  the  in- 
terest higher ;  yet  he  ooatended  the  propriety 
of  the  measure  was  not  established  ;  he  said, 
the  argument  which  goes  to  show  we  shall  not 
be  able  to  pay  off  the  public  debt,  presupposes 
and  assumes  for  its  basis,  that  there  is  to  be  no 
material  increase  in  the  revenue,  nor  any  mate- 
rial change  in  the  economy  of  the  affairs  of  the 
nation ;  and  he  begged  gentlemen  to  say, 
whether  the  same  arguments,  if  admitted  to  be 
correct,  did  not  go  conclusively  to  show  that 
we  never  should  be  able  to  pay  the  public  debt. 
He  said,  if  the  increase  of  the  revenue,  and 
the  reduction  of  public  expenditure,  will  not 
enable  the  Government  to  pay  off  a  good  por- 
tion of  the  debt  in  two,  three,  four,  five,  and 
six  years,  he  should  like  to  know  what  was  to 
happen  after  that  period  to  enable  them  to  pay 
the  debt ;  and,  said  he,  I  pray  gentlemen,  who 
rely  so  much  more  on  their  predictions  for  our 
inability  to  pay  the  debt,  than  on  exertions  to 
pay  it,  to  open  to  us  the  events  of  futurity,  and 
give  us  a  view,  if  it  be  but  a  faint  one,  of  the 
prosperity  which  is  after  that  time  to  advance 
our  revenue  and  resources  so  as  to  enable  us  to 
pay  this  debt,  with  an  accumulation  of  fifty-five 
per  cent,  on  it,  that  we  may  have  faith,  and, 
having  faith,  we  may  live  in  hopes,  that,  with- 
out any  exertion  but  the  mere  process  of  cre- 
ating new  loans  to  pay  off  old  ones,  we  shall 
some  day  relieve  the  country  of  this  enormous 
debt.  And  if  they  would  be  kind  enough,  he 
said,  to  develop  the  process  by  which  men  or 
nations  could  get  out  of  debt  by  borrowing,  it 
would  be  a  most  acceptable  invention  in  these 
times.  The  argument,  he  said,  which  was  ad- 
vanced to  show  that  the  interest  on  money 
would  increase  in  a  year  or  two,  and  hence  the 
conclusion  that  we  ought  to  borrow  while  in- 
terest is  low  and  before  it  rises,  was  founded 
upon  the  assertion  that  the  capital  in  the  coun- 
try, which  was  now  unemployed,  would  in  a 
short  time  be  employed  in  a  profitable  com- 


merce ;  that  commerce  was  increasing,  and 
would  increase,  and  would  employ  the  capital 
of  the  country.  So  be  it,  said  he ;  and  what 
does  it  prove  ? 

If  commerce  increases  and  fiourishes,  does  it 
not  inevitably  advance,  in  the  proportion  of  its 
increase,  the  revenue  of  the  nation?  Most 
assuredly  it  does.  And,  if  the  revenue  thus  in- 
creases, it  gives  the  means  directly  and  inevita- 
bly to  pay  off  the  debt.  For,  in  the  same  ex- 
tent, you  admit  the  axgmnent  contended  for,  he 
said,  that  the  capital  of  the  country  would  be 
employed  in  profitable  commerce,  and  therefore 
coiid  not  be  obtained  on  loan,  but  at  a  higher 
interest  than  now,  also  proved  with  it  a  like 
proportion  in  the  increase  of  the  revenue,  and 
an  increase  of  the  revenue  gave  |the  means  of 
paying  the  debt ;  and  the  argument  thus  urged, 
he  said,  in  favor  of  the  bill,  was  most  clearly 
against  it.  So,  he  said,  to  him,  it  was  perfectly 
clear,  that,  take  the  argument  either  or  both 
ways  in  which  it  had  been  contended  for,  that 
it  was  against,  the  policy  and  propriety  of  the 
measure.  But,  said  he,  we  are  told  that  two 
millions  of  dollars  are  to  be  saved  to  the  nation 
by  this  bill,  and  several  hundred  thousand 
every  year.  Astonishing  result,  he  said,  to  be 
produced  by  borrowing  money.  It  was  vain 
delusion  to  talk  of  saving  millions,  while  you 
plunged  the  nation  deeper  and  deeper  in  debt ; 
while  you  increased  and  extended  the  amount 
of  interest,  and  gave  it  a  sort  of  perpetuity  on 
posterity  that  seems  without  end,  it  is  vain  de- 
lusion to  talk  of  saving ;  it  was  a  sort  of  politi- 
cal sophism  in  which  he  did  not  believe ;  the 
fact,  he  said,  was  not  so;  unless  gentlemen 
meant  to  make  the  debt  perpetual,  to  adopt  the 
old  maxim — a  public  debt  a  public  blessing — 
then,  to  be  sure,  it  would  be  some  temporary 
relief  to  the  finances  to  pay  one  per  cent,  less 
on  the  debt.  How  stood  the  facts,  he  asked,  in 
this  case  ?  Say  a  part  of  the  debt  is  proposed 
not  to  be  redeemed  until  the  end  of  eleven 
years,  and  you  agree,  in  the  mean  time,  to  pay 
five  per  cent,  per  annum,  quarterly,  on  the 
debt,  is  it  not  an  agreement  to  pay  fifty-five  per 
cent,  on  the  money  loaned,  before  you  return 
it,  you  being  allowed  eleven  years  credit  for  the 
principal,  'by  paying,  at  the  rate  of  five  per 
cent,  per  annum,  quarterly,  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury ?  On  a  loan  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars, 
for  twenty  years,  at  this  rate,  you  pay  in  all 
forty  millions,  and  the  twenty  millions  of  inter- 
est, quarter  yearly ;  whereas  the  same  loan  of 
twenty  millions,  continued  but  five  years  at  six 
per  cent.,  will  only  amount  to  twenty-six  mil- 
lions ;  the  difference,  therefore,  in  favor  of  six 
per  cent,  for  a  few  years,  is  more  favorable  to 
the  nation  than  paying  five  per  cent,  for  a  great 
number  of  years ;  five  per  cent,  for  eleven  years 
makes  an  aggregate  of  interest,  on  any  given 
sum,  fifty-five  per  cent. ;  an  interest  of  six  per 
cent.,  for  nine  years,  makes  an  aggregate  of  in- 
terest, on  ,the  same  sum,  but  fifty-four  per 
cent. ;  hence,  he  said,  it  was  most  clear  that  the 
actual  saving  to  the  nation  was  in  the  same  pro- 


312 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  OF  E.] 


Exchange  of  Stocks. 


[March,  1822. 


portion  as  the  debt  was  extinguished  within 
nine  years,  beyond  what  it  would  be  to  con- 
tinue and  put  off  the  payment  of  any  part  until 
the  end  of  eleven  years.  So  much,  he  said,  he 
had  thought  proper  to  say  in  addition  to  what 
had  been  heretofore  said  on  the  dollar  and  cent 
part  of  the  argument. 

But,  he  said,  there  were  other  points  of  view 
in  which  this  subject  might  be  profitably  re- 
ceived and  considered.  Loans  or  a  national 
debt,  under  a  certain  administration,  was  once 
considered  a  national  blessing,  but  it  had  been 
long  since  admitted,  on  all  hands,  that  a  na- 
tional debt  was  a  nation's  curse ;  we  then  de- 
precated a  national  debt,  and  we  still  continue 
to  view  it  as  a  national  evil;  but  it  would 
seem,  he  said,  that  times  change,  and  we  change 
with  the  times.  That  very  system  which,  un- 
der a  former  Administration,  was  opposed, 
abused,"  and  cried  down,  as  tending  directly  to 
the  oppression  of  the  people,  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Government,  we  now  propose  to 
adopt  and  speak  of  with  as  much  indifference 
and  unconcern  as  if  it  was  of  but  momentary 
consequence;  that  very  system  of  loans  and 
public  debt  was  one  of  the  levers  that  over- 
threw that  administration,  and  established  in  its 
stead  an  administration  of  economy  and  re- 
trenchment— an  administration  which  consulted 
the  interests  of  the  people,  and  studied  the  per- 
petuation of  American  liberty — an  administra- 
tion which  arrested  the  career  to  consolidation 
and  profusion,  and  restored  correct  principles 
and  economy — an  administration  that,  with  less 
capital  and  wealth  in  the  nation;  with  less 
population ;  with  fewer  resources  than  we  now 
possess ;  yes,  with  the  remains  of  means  of  the 
preceding  administration,  extinguished  about 
sixty-five  millions  of  the  public  debt.  And 
how  was  it  done  ?  It  was  effected,  he  said,  by 
the  then  Executive  of  the  nation  turning  its  at- 
tention to  the  deranged  finances  of  the  country, 
correcting  the  faults,  errors,  and  profusions, 
that  had  crept  into  the  various  Departments  of 
the  Government,  and  by  husbanding  the  re- 
sources of  the  nation,  and  which  had  been  es- 
teemed, in  the  preceding  administration,  so 
inadequate  to  the  annual  ordinary  expenses  of 
the  Government,  that  direct  and  internal  taxes 
had  been  levied  with  a  liberal  hand,  on  the 
people,  to  supply  the  alleged  deficits  in  the  rev- 
enue, derived  from  imports  and  tonnage,  &c. 
All  these  obnoxious  and  oppressive  laws  were 
repealed,  and,  notwithstanding  the  clamorous 
predictions  of  ruin  and  devastation  which  was 
to  overtake  the  nation,  by  reason  of  the  new 
organization  of  things  which  were  everywhere 
uttered  by  the  enemies  of  that  administration, 
the  sage  of  Monticello,  to  the  utter  astonish- 
ment and  confusion  of  Ms  enemies,  not  only 
kept  the  Government  in  operation  and  in  peace, 
but  with  the  remains  of  means  extinguished 
about  sixty-five  millions  of  public  debt. 

He  said,  he  appealed  to  the  gentlemen  of  the 
House  to  say,  whether  it  was  scarcely  possible 
for  the  members,  however  industrious  and  per- 


severing, if  they  perform  the  duties  of  the 
House  and  those  on  committees,  to  become  well 
acquainted,  even  in  the  course  of  several  ses- 
sions, with  the  expenditures  in  the  different  de- 
partments, and  the  labor,  and  service,  and  na- 
ture of  service  required,  so  as  to  be  able  to 
suggest  and  point  to  reform  in  every  one,  and 
to  ascertain  what,  if  any,  had  been  disbursed 
without  the  authority  of  law— he  said,  so  nu- 
merous and  complicated  are  its  concerns,  that 
it  is  almost  wholly  impracticable,  and  hence, 
said  he,  we  have  to  confine  our  efforts  to  the 
more  prominent  establishments  of  the  country, 
the  Army  and  the  Navy,  and  attempts  at  the 
Civil  department.  The  Army,  said  he,  we  re- 
duced last  session,  and  that  department  had 
introduced  and  was  approaching,  a  degree  of 
economy  not  observed,  it  was  believed,  in  any 
other.  And  is  there,  he  said,  no  necessity  for 
attention  to  this  subject?  He  said  that  some- 
thing like  five  millions  a  year  was  appropriated 
by  Congress  in  the  nature  of  its  expenditure, 
more  or  less  contingent — some  of  it  altogether 
contingent,  the  residue  depending  on  the  dis- 
cretion of  various  persons  in  its  administration 
and  disbursement.  He  did  not  say  that  abuses 
had  taken  place,  and  if  there  was  not,  he  said, 
it  was  right  upon  principle  to  investigate  and 
to  understand,  but  that,  from  the  manner  of  re- 
porting the  accounts  of  the  various  expendi- 
tures to  the  House,  but  little  or  no  information 
is  afforded;  they  are  chiefly  reported  in  sun- 
dries— so  much  for  sundries,  &c.,  and  he  could 
not  any  better  judge  after  such  accounts  came 
in  than  before,  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  ex- 
penditure, but  he  supposed  it  was  owing  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  auditors  kept  their  ac- 
counts; he  supposed  they  just  sent  extracts 
from  their  ledgers.  He  said  he  observed  some 
items,  however,  that  he  could  find  no  authority 
for,  but  he  would  not  now  trouble  the  House 
with  the  mention  of  them  upon  this  occasion, 
but  he  just  observed  that  in  an  appropriation 
of  $30,000  for  an  Indian  treaty,  he  saw  ten 
thousand  dollars  set  down  as  so  much  given 
away,  for  which  there  was  no  other  evidence 
than  the  word  or  certificate  of  the  givers  of  the 
money;  $10,000  paid  in  part  for  the  cession 
obtained,  the  residue  absorbed  in  expenses  and 
wages.  Look  at  the  contingent  expenses  upon 
almost  any  subject,  and  see  if  there  is  not 
something  of  the  same  want  of  attention  to  the 
public  interest;  this  he  mentioned  as  a  small 
circumstance  that  had  just  crossed  his  mind ;  it 
was  small  compared  to  other  appropriations — 
he  knew  of  no  authority  for  giving  away  the 
public  money,  and  none  for  admitting  credits 
and  disbursements  without  evidence ;  it  might, 
he  said,  be  right,  but  it  was  certainly  a  danger- 
ous sort  of  principle  to  sanction — irresponsibil- 
ity for  the  expenditure  of  public  money ;  in- 
deed, he  said  it  would  seem  there  was  some- 
how or  other  too  much  indifference  about  the 
expenditure  of  public  money.  The  Ghent 
commissioners  are,  he  said,  a  singular  evidence 
upon  the  subject;   these  commissioners  have 


DEBATES  OF  CONGEESS. 


313 


March,  1822.] 


Exchange  of  Stocks. 


[H.  OF  E. 


been  for  five  or  six  years  drawing  immense 
sums  of  money  out  of  the  Treasury,  and  a 
great  part  of  the  time  about  their  own  busi- 
ness ;  some  excuse  or  other  is  offered  for  not 
completing  the  business,  but  the  money  goes, 
if  the  business  stands;  and  they  are  retained 
on  wages.  Captain  Cook  or  Sir  W.  Ealeigh,  he 
said,  would  have  sailed  round  the  world  two  or 
three  times  while  these  commissioners  have 
been  engaged  in  running  a  line  upon  a  very 
small  part  of  its  surface.  He  had  taken  occa- 
sion to  refer  to  these  subjects,  as  most  likely 
not  to  have  escaped  the  eye,  yet  nothing  is 
said ;  and  he  would  suggest,  these  items  were 
in  his  opinion  neither  the  most  flagrant  nor 
most  numerous.  Look  at  various  reports  and 
judge  for  yourselves. 

Mr.  BuoHAiTAjr  observed,  that,  although  the 
bill  before  the  HousBj  even  as  it  had  been 
amended,  did  not  please  him  in  all  its  details, 
yet,  imperfect  as  it  was  in  his  estimation,  he 
deemed  it  in  principle  to  be  a  measure  so  ad- 
vantageous to  the  country  that  it  should  recieve 
his  decided  support.  The  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky (Mr.  Johnson)  has  complained  that  the 
friends  of  retrenchment,  of  whom  he  professed 
to  be  one  of  the  most  zealous,  were  denounced 
as  radicals  and  enemies  of  the  present  Adminis- 
tration. Mr.  B.  was  utterly  at  a  loss  to  know 
what  application  such  remarks  had  to  the  sub- 
ject under  consideration.  If  they  had  any,  for 
one  he  could  observe,  that  denunciations  of  this 
kind  would  have  no  terrors  for  him.  He  neither 
desired  nor  expected  any  favor  from  the  Ad- 
ministration I  and  he  trusted  that  whilst  he  held 
the  high  and  honorable  station  of  a  Representa- 
tive of  the  people,  he  should  neither  wish  nor 
ask  for  any  other  distinction.  He  was,  therefore, 
alike  indifferent  whether  he  was  called  a  radical 
or  an  ultra. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  present  amount  of  the 
national  debt  might  be  stated,  for  the  sake  of 
even  numbers,  at  $93,000,000.  $68,000,000  of 
this  sum  is  the  balance  of  the  war  loans  yet 
remaining  unpaid,  and  bearing  an  interest  of 
six  and  of  seven  per  cent,  per  annum.  This 
balance  will  be  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  Government,  in  the  years  1825,  1826,  1827, 
and  1828.  The  measure  proposed  by  the  pres- 
ent bill  is  an  exchange  of  $26,000,000  of  this 
stock,  upon  which  the  Government  now  pay 
an  interest  of  six  and  seven  per  cent,  for  stock 
to  that  amount,  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per 
cent,  and  not  redeemable  untE  1830, 1831, 1832, 
and  1833.  This  exchange,  in  all  human  proba- 
bility, can  now  be  effected.  The  only  question, 
therefore,  to  be  decided,  is  the  policy  of  the 
measure. 

It  is  said  by  its  enemies  that  this  bill  should 
not  pass,  because  it  will  deprive  the  Government 
of  the  power  of  redeeming  $26,000,000  of  the 
public  debt,  during  the  years  in  which  it  will 
become  due.  If  the  slightest  prospect  existed 
that  we  should  be  able  to  pay  the  $68,000,000 
during  those  years,  then,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  admit 
this  would  be  a  conclusive  objection  to  the  bUl. 


Unquestionably  we  should  not  deprive  ourselves 
of  the  opportunity  of  discharging  our  debts, 
whenever  we  shall  have  the  ability.  But  does 
any  gentleman,  however  sanguine  he  may  be  in 
his  calculations,  really  believe  that  our  revenue, 
during  the  years  1825,  1826,  1827,  and  1828, 
will  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  current  expenses 
of  the  Government,  to  pay  the  interest  of  the 
whole  of  the  national  debt,  and  sink  $63,000,000 
of  the  principal?  During  each  of  the  two  last 
years  our  debt  has  been  increased  upwards  of 
$2,000,000 ;  and  the^ecretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  his  annual  report,  has  informed  us  that  until 

1825,  the  year  when  the  first  of  the  war  loans 
may  be  redeemed,  he  does  not  calculate  that 
our  ordinary  receipts  wiU  enable  him  to  do 
more  than  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  of  Gov- 
ernment, the  interest  of  the  national  debt,  and 
the  payment  to  the  public  creditors  of  the  small 
balance  yet  unpaid  of  the  deferred  six  per  cent, 
stock.  That  officer,  we  are  informed  by  the 
chau-man  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
now  believes,  from  the  late  improvement  in 
the  revenue,  that  the  $2,000,000  of  six  per  cent, 
stock  owned  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
may  also  be  discharged  during  the  intermediate 
years.  This,  however,  is  the  utmost  extent, 
beyond  which  our  most  sanguine  expectations 
have  not  carried  us. 

If  you  should  delay  making  such  a  provision 
as  that  contemplated  by  this  bill  until  1825,  what 
will  then  be  your  situation?  During  that  and 
the  three  subsequent  years,  you  wOl  either  have 
a  debt  of  $65,000,000  to  discharge,  or  you  will 
be  compelled  to  pay  for  it  an  interest  of  six  per 
cent.  If  you  pay  the  amount,  you  must  provide 
the  means,  by  resorting  to  loans ;  and  your  ne- 
cessities will  then  compel  you  to  borrow  so  much 
at  once,  that  the  value  of  money  will  be  raised 
in  the  market,  and  you  will  not  be  able  to  obtain 
it  at  so  cheap  a  rate  as  it  can  now  be  procured. 
Is  it  not,  therefore,  infinitely  more  politic  to 
make  the  contemplated  exchange  of  $26,000,000 
at  the  present  time,  when'  it  can  be  done  upon 
advantageous  terms,  than,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, to  trust  to  the  future? 

Should  this  exchange  be  effected  to  its  fuU 
extent,  there  wiU  remain  still  $37,000,000,  which 
we  may  pay  in  1825,  1826,  1827,  and  1828 ;  up- 
wards of  $9,000,000  each  year.  This  sum  so 
greatly  exceeds  that  portion  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
applicable  to  the  payment  of  the  principal  of 
the  debt  during  those  years,  even  should  it  be 
in  operation  to  the  full  extent  at  present  con- 
templated by  law,  that  we  shall  then  be  obliged 
to  borrow  large  sums  of  money.  This  bill  is 
calculated  to  divide  the  pressure.  Let  us  now 
make  an  exchange  of  a  part  upon  good  terms ; 
and  by  doing  so,  we  shall  secure  to  ourselves 
infinitely  better  terms  for  the  balance  in  1825, 

1826,  1827,  and  1828,  than  we  could  otherwise 
expect. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  believed  this  to  be  the  auspi- 
cious moment  for  making  the  exchange.  Trade 
is  reviving,  and  the  demand  for  money  becoming 
consequently  greater.     Should  we  realize  the 
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commmeroial  advantages  which  we  expect  from 
our  declaration,  that  the  South  American  prov- 
inces are  free  and  independent,  new  avenues 
will  be  opened  for  mercantile  enterprise,  and  for 
the  employment  of  that  capital  which  now  re- 
mains idle.  The  interest  of  money  must  rise  as 
the  demand  for  it  increases.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  Spain  should,  in  violation  of  the  principles  of 
justice  and  of  the  laws  of  nations,  declare  war 
against  us  for  recognizing  the  independence  of 
her  colonies,  or  even  threaten  it,  the  necessary 
result  must  be  a  depression  in  the  price  of  your 
stocks.  The  experience  of  every  country  in  a 
state  of  actual  or  probable  war,  proves  the  truth 
of  this  position.  This,  then,  appears  to  be  the 
favorable  time  which,  if  we  suffer  to  pass  away, 
may  never  again  return. 

The  immediate  effect  of  this  exchange  will 
be  an  annual  saving  of  $260,000.  My  friend 
from  Kentucky,  said  Mr  B.,  who  is  so  laudably 
desirous  of  introducing  economy  in  the  expen- 
diture of  public  money,  should  have  included 
this  item  in  his  calculations. 

The  present  bill,  we  have  been  informed  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  is  a  financial  measure  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  Now,  although  the  opinion  of 
that  officer,  even  in  matters  of  finance,  should 
not  be  authority ;  yet,  from  his  character  and 
oiScial  station,  it  is  entitled  to  much  weight. 
"When  there  is  doubt — when  the  judgment  is 
nearly  balanced,  it  should  at  least  turn  the  scale. 
If  Congress  reject  this  measure,  thus  recom- 
mended, and  if  we  shall  be  compelled  to  accept 
much  worse  terms  in  1825  than  the  bill  pro- 
poses, our  constituents  would  have  a  just  right 
to  complain  of  our  conduct. 

Mr.  B.  concluded,  by  expressing  his  decided 
opinion  that,  in  whatever  view  this  bill  could 
be  presented,  it  would  be  beneficial  to  the  coun- 
try, and,  therefore,  he  hoped  it  might  pass. 

Mr.  Fdllee  expressed  his  sentiments  against 
the  bill,  and,  among  other  objections,  he  urged 
that  It  provided  for  giving  to  one  class  of  the 
public  creditors  an  advantage  over  another,  by 
permitting  the  holders  of  stocks  of  different 
loans  and  value  to  come  in  and  avail  themselves 
of  a  common  privilege.  He  remarked,  that  if 
the  state  of  the  stock  market  should  be  the  same 
two  years  hence  as  at  present,  this  would  be  a 
losing  bargain,  and  he  thought  the  chances  of  its 
favorable  fluctuation  was  not  such  as  to  authorize 
the  calculations  of  the  friends  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Woodson,  of  Kentucky,  observed  that  he 
rose  to  address  the  House  at  this  stage  of  the 
bill,  not  with  a  view  of  trespassing  long  on  its 
patience  in  the  discussion  of  a  subject  which  he 
had  hoped  a  few  days  since  was  finally  disposed 
of,  and  the  reconsideration  of  which  was  not  to 
be  anticipated.  However,  in  the  vicissitude  of 
events,  it  has  so  happened  that  it  is  again  pre- 
sented; and  a  sense  of  imperious  duty  compel- 
led him  to  solicit  their  indulgence,  whilst  he 
briefly  expressed  his  own,  and,  he  believed,  the 
sentiments  of  those  by  whose  confidence  he  was 
honored  with  a  seat  in  this  House. 


This  bill  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, on  behalf  of  the  Government,  to  propose 
to  a  specific  class  of  its  creditors  an  exchange  of 
$26,000,000  of  stock,  bearing  an  interest  of  5 
per  cent,  for  a  like  amount  of  6  and  7  per  cent, 
stock  ;  and  the  only  inducement  held  out  to 
present  selected  stockholders,  is  the  extension 
of  the  term  of  redemption  some  four  or  five 
years. 

A  single  moment's  reflection  on  the  character 
of  the  measure,  produces  the  conviction  that  it  is 
nothing  more  or  less  than  a,  loan  in  disguise, 
and  that,  too,  by  anticipation. 

The  people,  whose  will  he  is  bound  to  obey, 
judging  from  lessons  of  experience,  condemn  the 
habit  of  resorting  to  loans  in  times  of  profoimd 
peace  to  sustain  the  operations  of  Government, 
or  any  measure  calculated  to  rivet  upon  them  or 
their  posterity  an  immense  debt,  which  they 
are  not  as  yet  prepared  to  admit  is  a  national 
blessing.  In  the  hour  of  war  and  difficulty,  it 
is  true,  their  patriotism  and  devotion  create  an 
inexhaustible  fund,  upon  which  their  represent- 
atives may  draw,  with  confidence,  unlimited 
bills  of  credit.  But,  when  the  tempest  has  sub- 
sided, and  serenity  succeeds,  they  in  return  re- 
quire that  prudence  and  economy  should  be 
observed,  and  aid  in  relieving  them  from  accu- 
mulated pressure.  They  will  not  be  satisfied 
with  empty  professions ;  they  act  when  neces- 
sary, and  we,  as  their  faithful  representatives, 
ought  to  follow  their  example. 

A  Government  is  justly  assimilated  by  them 
to  an  individual,  and  the  same  results  relied  on 
from  the  same  causes.  What  would  public  sen- 
timent pronounce,  then,  of  an  individual  who 
managed  his  private  concerns  in  a  manner  re- 
quiring a  habitual  resort  to  bank  accommoda- 
tions or  loans  to  defray  his  ordinary  expenses, 
or  discharge  his  debts?  To  say  the  least,  it 
would  negative  the  idea  of  his  prudence,  and 
calculate  with  certainty  on  his  ultimate  embar- 
rassment and  humiliation. 

This  system  of  measures,  he  contended,  creat- 
ed and  confirmed  a  moneyed  aristocracy  in  the 
country,  distinct  and  separate  in  their  feelings 
and  interest  from  the  great  mass  of  the  commu- 
nity -influencing,  as  he  feared,  at  this  moment, 
and  hereafter  destined  to  give  tone  and  charac- 
ter to  all  our  national  measures ;  to  cause  lux- 
ury, extravagance,  and  idleness,  to  supplant  the 
virtuous  republican  manners,  the  economy,  the 
active  entei-prise,  and  hardy  labor  of  our  ances- 
tors— sap  the  public  virtue,  and  ultimately  de- 
molish the  Government  of  the  people.  Should 
they  stop  shortof  those  dreadful  results,  they 
will  at  least  paralyze  the  public  enterprise 
and  retard  its  prosperity,  by  diverting  the 
capital  of  the  country  from  permanent  estab- 
lishments, requiring  labor,  care,  and  ingenuity, 
and  yielding  but  a  moderate  though  sure  profit, 
into  funded  debt.  Wealth  is  power — money  is 
said  to  be  the  sinew  of  war.  Place  the  purse  or 
the  credit  of  the  nation  in  the  hands  of  a  priyi- 
leged  few,  or  of  foreigners,  and  sooner  or  later 
the  sword  will  accompany  it.    These  may  be 
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considered  by  some  as  groundless  speculations — 
idle  fears.  They  are  such  as  were  entertained 
by  the  founders  of  our  Republic,  and  the  expe- 
rience of  other  countries  has  too  frequently  wit- 
nessed their  sad  reality.  Can  the  nation  toler- 
ate the  humiliating  idea  of  being  the  debtors,  and 
consequently  subject  to  the  supercilious  interfer- 
ence and  control  of  a  foreign  nation  jealous  of 
our  rising  greatness  ?  If  not,  let  me  entreat  this 
House  to  pause  before  they  adopt  this  measure ; 
for  I  venture  to  predict,  if  the  exchange  is  ef- 
fected, by  far  the  greater  portion  of  the  stock 
wUl  be  exported  to,  and  disposed  of,  in  a  foreign 
country — remitted,  in  other  and  more  specific 
language,  to  England. 

If  this  event  be  not  only  possible,  but  highly 
probable,  from  the  unfavorable  rate  of  exchange 
against  us,  and  we  should  hereafter  come  in 
collision  with  that  power,  and  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  vindicate  our  insulted  honor,  or  maintain 
our  rights,  can  we  resort  to  war  ?  Indeed,  can 
we  assume,  in  any  respect,  the  proud  and  ele- 
vated attitude  of  an  independent,  high-minded 
nation?  N"o.  That  same  honor  would  suspend 
the  arm  of  vengeance  until  the  debt  was  paid. 

But,  some  gentlemen  have  said  that  the  Gov- 
ernment would  acquire  additional  strength  and 
security ;  that  your  enemy  would  be  interested 
in  preserving  peace,  to  prevent  a  confiscation  of 
their  debts.  This  is  by  no  means  a  novel  idea ; 
experience  has  long  since  proved  its  fallacy. 

Their  influence  wUl  be  exerted  to  depress  the 
public  spirit,  and  obtain  from  us  dishonorable 
concessions.  They  know  fuU  weU  that  the 
sacredness  of  public  debt  has  been  settled  by 
universal  consent,  and  that  no  nation  dare  to 
violate  it. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  on  consequences  so 
obvious  and  awful. 

What  is  the  pressing  emergency,  the  dire 
necessity,  requiring  such  despatch — this  sudden 
risk  of  public  credit  ? 

Why  this  reversal  of  the  pleasing  prospects  of 
our  increasing  commerce  and  prosperous  condi- 
tion of  our  revenue — ^the  fond  hope  of  the  speedy 
and  actual  payment  of  our  national  debt,  pre- 
sented and  received  with  so  much  eclat  at  the 
commencement  of  our  session?  Were  they  de- 
signed to  be  delusive  ?  It  would  be  uncharitable 
to  believe  so.  If  not,  why  is  it  that  our  Gov- 
ernment is  now  represented  as  a  vessel  in  a  dead 
calm,  and  an  experienced  helmsman  warning 
the  crew  of  a  distant  speck  in  the  horizon,  the 
harbinger  of  an  approaching  storm  ?  I  cannot 
perceive.  But,  if  the  present  side  of  the  picture 
be  the  real  one,  let  us  profit  by  experience; 
haul  in  our  sails ;  make  the  vessel  tight  and 
snug,  and  she  will  still  ride  the  waves  in  safety. 
Do  not  the  pride  and  dignity  of  the  Government 
revolt  at  the  idea  of  being  placed  at  the  mercy 
of  brokers,  bankmen,  usurers,  stockjobbers,  and 
money  dealers  of  every  character,  some  of 
whom,  I  suppose  it  would  be  admitted,  were 
governed  exclusively  by  their  views  of  profit 
and  loss,  or  ambition,  and  with  whom  patriotism 
will  be  but  as  a  feather  in  the  balance? 


When  was  the  real  money-lender's  heart 
known  to  soften  at  distress,  or  his  demands 
lowered  by  the  extent  of  your  necessities  ?  How 
often  does  a  candid  acknowledgment  of  your 
inability  to  pay  enable  you  to  obtain  more 
favorable  terms  on  the  solicited  renewal  of  your 
bond?  Let  those  who  have  experienced  the 
blessings  of  bank  accommodations,  or  the  in- 
dulgences of  the  most  polite  creditors,  respond.- 

Mr.  MoDtjffib  said,  that  it  was  not  a  matter 
of  surprise  that  a  very  m-eat  diversity  of  opinion 
should  prevail  in  relation  to  the ,  proposition 
before  the  House  ;  nor,  was  it  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise that,  on  a  financial  question  of  some 
novelty,  involving  the  consideration  of  millions 
of  the  public  debt,  the  House  should  not  only 
feel  a  deep  interest,  but  considerable  doubts  and 
difliculties.  But,  he  said,he  was  much  surprised 
when  he  saw  the  two  gentlemen  from  Kentucky 
(Mr.  F.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Woodson)  adding  to 
the  intrinsic  difficulties  of  the  question  by  the 
introduction  of  topics  foreign  to  its  merits. 
One  of  those  gentlemen  (Mr.  Woodson)  had 
boldly  disclaimed  all  regard  to  financial  calcula- 
tions, and  in  doing  so,  had  distinctly  disclaimed 
all  regard  to  the  only  considerations  that  ought 
to  have  any  weight  with  the  House.  And  he 
confessed  that,  after  this  broad  disclaimer  on  the 
part  of  that  gentleman,  he  was  not  surprised  at 
the  wide  and  excursive  range  which  he  had 
taken  in  the  debate.  But,  sir,  said  he,  this  is 
essentially  a  financial  question,  and  I  cannot 
conceive  how  we  can  determine  whether  or  not 
it  is  expedient  to  adopt  it,  if  we  do  not  descend 
to  the  business  of  calculation.  We  must  inquire, 
What  is  the  amount  of  the  public  debt?  When 
win  it  be  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
Government?  And  what  then  will  be  the  prob- 
able capacity  of  the  Government  to  effect  the 
redemption  ?  Now  it  is  admitted  on  aU  hands, 
and,  if  it  were  not  admitted,  it  is  apparent  from 
the  official  documents  before  us,  that  during  the 
years  1825,  '6,  '7,  and  '8,  sixty-three  millions  of 
the  public  debt,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  and 
seven  per  cent.,  will  become  redeemable.  It  is 
equally  apparent,  that  the  surplus  which  shall 
remain  of  the  ordinary  revenue,  after  defraying 
the  current  expenses  of  the  Government,  and 
discharging  the  interest  of  the  national  debt, 
wiU  not  be  sufficient  to  redeem  within  fifty  mil- 
lions of  the  sum  that  will  be  thus  redeemable.  Sir, 
when  these  two  propositions  are  granted,  which 
no  gentleman  has  denied  or  can  deny,  it  requires 
no  great  powers  of  logic  to  deduce  the  conse- 
quences. They  are  clear  and  inevitable.  We 
must  either  raise  a  revenue  of  fifty  millions  of 
dollars  by  direct  taxation,  between  this  time 
and  the  year  1828,  or  we  must  procrastinate 
the  period  fixed  for  the  redemption  of  the  public 
debt. 

The  former  alternative  is  quite  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. No  gentleman  would  seriously  recom- 
mend so  enormous  a  tax  for  such  an  object,  at 
a  time  when  we  are  but  just  recovering  from 
the  most  overwhelming  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ment that  ever  befell  a  prosperous  nation — an 
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embarrassment,  too,  wLioh  we  must  trace  to 
that  very  war  in  which  this  debt  was  contracted. 
Indeed  one,  or  perhaps  both  of  the  gentlemen 
from  Kentucky,  took  occasion  to  deprecate  a 
resort  to  direct  taxes,  in  the  very  act  of  oppos- 
ing, upon  the  broadest  principles,  the  only 
measure  by  which  such  taxes  can  be  avoided. 
This  seemed  to  involve  an  inconsistency  which 
he  thought  it  would  be  difficult  to  explain. 
But,  said  he,  as  it  is  granted  that  a  direct  tax  is 
not  contemplated,  it  follows,  as  a  necessary  eon- 
sequence,  that  we  must  procrastinate  the  period 
at  which  the  public  debt  shall  be  redeemable ; 
and  it  only  remains  to  be  determined  how  this 
can  be  eflfected  on  terms  most  advantageous  to 
the  Government.  It  may  be  reasonably  esti- 
mated, as  already  intimated,  that  there  will  be 
fifty  millions  of  the  public  debt,  bearing  an  in- 
terest of  six  and  seven  per  cent.,  which  will  be 
redeemable  at  or  before  the  year  1828,  and 
which  the  Government  cannot  then  redeem. 
In  this  state  of  things  the  public  creditors  ask 
it  as  a  favor  that  we  should  not  pay  them  the 
principal  of  their  debt,  and  tell  us  that,  if  we 
will  throw  forward  the  period  of  redemption, 
they  will  take,  five  per  cent,  instead  of  six  and 
iseven.  In  other  words,  they  will  exchange 
their  six  and  seven  per  cent,  stock,  redeemable 
four  or  five  years  hence,  fbr  five  per  cent,  stock, 
redeemable,  ten  or  twelve  years  hence.  And 
shall  we  not  accede  to  this  proposition  ?  Is  it 
not  better  that  we  should  pay  five  per  cent,  than 
six  and  seven  per  cent.  ? 

But  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Connecti- 
cut, (Mr  ToMMNSoN,)  had  on  a  former  day, 
used  a  very  plausible  and  imposing  argument  on 
this  point — an  argument  which  had  made  a 
strong  impression  upon  the  House,  and  which, 
for  the  moment,  Mr.McD.  said,  made  a  similar 
impression  upon  him.  But  he  was  prepared  to 
show  that  the  gentleman's  argument,  when 
pushed  to  its  full  extent,  would  lead  to  a  result 
different  from  that  which  he  had  supposed. 
He  understood  the  gentleman  to  contend  that 
we  ought  to  wait  until  the  six  and  seven  per  cent, 
stocks  become  redeemable,  and  then  open  a  new 
loan  to  raise  the  money  to  redeem  them.  And, 
said  the  gentleman,  as  the  six  and  seven  per 
cents,  will,  of  course,  be  at  par,  it  wiU  follow 
that,  if  the  five  per  cents,  remain  as  at  present, 
nine  or  ten  per  cent,  above  par,  we  shall  gain, 
by  postponing  the  operation,  a  sum  equal  to  the 
aggregate  amount  that  the  five  per  cents,  will 
produce  above  their  par  value.  But,  he  said, 
the  fallacy  of  this  argument  consisted  in  the 
supposition  that  the  value  of  the  five  per  cent, 
stock  will  not  be  diminished  by  increasing  the 
quantity  in  market.  The  price  of  stocks,  like 
that  of  every  other  article,  depends  upon  the 
relation  subsisting  between  the  supply  and  de- 
mand. Indeed,  the  gentleman  himself  very  justly 
ascribed  the  present  high  price  of  the  five  per 
cents,  to  tlie  smallness  of  the  amount  in  market. 
And  when  he  told  as  we  should  depress  their 
price  by  the  proposed  exchange,  which  wiU  sub- 
stantially throw  twenty-six  millions  into  the 


market,  it  is  strange  that  he  did  not  extend  his 
view  a  little  further.  If  he  had  done  so,  he 
would,  doubtless,  have  seen  that  a  much  greater 
depression  would  be  produced  by  suddenly 
throwing  into  the  market  fifty  millions  five  or 
six  years  hence.  "What,  said  Mr.  McD.,  would 
be  the  situation  of  the  Government,  and  what 
the  interest  of  the  public  creditors?  The  Gov- 
ernment would  come  into  the  market  to  obtain 
a  loan  for  so  large  an  amount,  with  a  declaration 
of  insolvency,  as  the  only  inducement  it  could 
offer  the  public  creditors  to  subscribe  to  the  new 
loan.  What  would  be  the  conduct  of  the  cred- 
itors ?  They  would  use  every  efibrt  and  resort 
to  every  combination  to  prevent  the  Govern- 
ment from  obtaining  favorable  loans.  For,  as 
they  would  be  the  holders  of  six  and  seven  per 
cent,  stock,  which  the  Government  could  redeem 
only  by  loans,  they  would  have  a  deep  interest 
in  preventing  a  loan  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest, 
whereby  they  would,  in  effect,  lose  their  stock, 
or  have  the  interest  proportionably  reduced. 
Mr.  MoD.  appealed  to  those  who  were  familiar 
with  the  vicissitudes  of  the  money  market,  and 
the  operations  of  borrowing  and  lending,  to  say 
how  great  would  be  the  effect  which  the  hold- 
ers of  fifty  millions  of  stock  might  produce  on 
the  price  of  stock.  Suppose,  said  he,  the  Gov- 
ernment should  propose  to  effect  a  loan  to  that 
amount  by  the  issue  of  five  per  cent,  stock. 
The  vei-y  fact  that  the  holders  of  the  six  and 
seven  per  cents,  should  refuse  to  subscribe  to  the 
new  stock,  would  so  far  diminish  the  demand 
and  the  competition,  that  its  price  would  be 
greatly  depressed.  And  he  would  venture  to 
predict  that,  if  this  bill  should  not  pass,  the  five 
per  cent,  stocks,  for  which  we  can  now  obtain 
the  six  and  seven  per  cents.,  (thereby  saving  in 
interest  between  one  and  two  millions  of  dollars,) 
will,  at  the  end  of  four  or  five  years,  be  at  par, 
if  not  lower. 

Mr.  Ttjckke,  of  Virginia,  remarked  that  he 
had  no  feeling  on  this  subject ;  he  viewed  the 
proposed  exchange  of  stocks  merely  as  a  pru- 
dent financial  measure,  and  had  therefore  always 
been  in  favor  of  the  bill.  And  as  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  who  spoke  first,  (Mr.  Johnsoit,) 
had,  by  a  sort  of  general  challenge,  called  upon 
its  friends  to  point  out  those  future  changes  in 
the  circumstances  of  the  country,  on  which  they 
justified  the  measure,  he  would  briefly  state  tho 
considerations  which  influenced  him.  Mr.  T.  said 
he  was  friendly  to  the  bill,  under  the  persuasion 
that  the  interest  of  money  would  rise  in  this 
country;  consequently,  that  stocks  would  fall; 
for  he  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr.  FuLLBE,)  that  we  should  gain  or 
lose  by  the  exchange,  according  to  the  price 
which  our  five  per  cent,  stock  may  bear  in  the 
market,  when  the  six  and  seven  per  cents,  became 
redeemable.  Thus,  if,  in  1826,  our  five  per  cent, 
stock  should  bring  six  per  cent,  above  par,  then, 
as  we  save  by  the  exchange  two  per  cent,  per 
annum,  for  three  years,  in  the  payment  of  in- 
terest, it  comes  to  nearly  the  same  thuag;  and  if 
our  five  per  cents,  should  be  higher,  then  we 
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should  lose.     But  he  thought  there  was  much 
greater  prohahility  of  their  falling. 

Mr.  T.  said  that  there  were  two  very  different 
causes  for  the  fall  in  the  interest  of  money — one 
was  the  gradual  accumulation  of  large  capitals 
in  the  hands  of  individuals,  during  a  long  course 
of  prosperity,  such  as  existed  in  England  and 
Holland,  when  interest  had  gradually  declined 
from  ten  per  cent,  to  eight,  to  six,  to  four,  and, 
he  helieyed  that,  in-  Amsterdam,  large  sums  may 
be  now  borrowed  as  low  as  three  per  cent. 
He  said,  the  same  cause  operated  in  this  country, 
and  in  every  period  of  twenty  or  thirty  years,  by 
the  accumulation  of  private  wealth,  interest  mky 
be  expected  to  fall.  But,  he  said,  there  was 
another  cause,  which  was  the  sudden  change  in 
the  circumstances  of  a  country,  by  which  that 
capital  which  had  been  actively  employed,  had 
become  idle  and  redundant ;  and  he  contended 
that  the  last  was  the  cause  of  the  low  rate 
of  interest  in  this  country ;  that  it  was  the  effect 
of  comparative  adversity,  rather  than  prosperity; 
that  we  had  now  lost  much  of  that  extensive 
and  gainful  commerce  we  had  lately  enjoyed, 
which  had  made  more  capital  in  the  country 
than  could  immediately  find  profitable  invest- 
ment. But,  whenever  interest  is  low  from  this 
cause,  it  cannot  be  permanent.  If  our  commerce 
should  revive,  of  which  thei-e  were  some  present 
symptoms  and  encouraging  prospects,  then  much 
of  the  money,  now  vested  in  the  funds,  will  he 
demanded  for  mercantile  pursuits,  by  which,  of 
course,  the  natural  interest  of  money  wOl  rise, 
and  stock  will  fall.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  present  stagnation  of  commerce  should  con- 
tinue, then  the  present  redundancy  of  capital  is 
constantly  diminishing.  In  the  natural  course 
of  things,  it  will  seek  other  investments ;  it  will 
find  employment  in  manufactures,  or  in  the 
purchase  of  "Western  lands.  It  vnll  be  subdi- 
vided among  children,  or  will  melt  away  and  be 
consumed.  The  present  low  rate  of  interest, 
less  than  five  per  cent.,  is  not  its  natural  state  in 
this  country,  which  has  so  many  modes  of  ab- 
sorbing capital,  as  fast  as  it  can  be  created,  it  can- 
not last ;  and  whether  our  commerce  improves 
or  falls  off,  or  continues  as  it  is,  the  natural  in- 
terest of  money  must  shortly  rise  from  what  it 
now  is. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  commented  at  length, 
in  an  able  and  lucid  manner,  upon  the  observa- 
tions that  had  been  made  by  the  gentlemen 
who  had  severally  expressed  their  sentiments 
against  the  biU.  Finally  the  question  was  taken 
on  its  passage,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  99,  nays  55,  as  foUows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer,  Bald- 
■win,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Baylies, 
Bayly,  Blaokledge,  Borland,  Breckenridge,  Buchan- 
an, Burrows,  Burton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  New 
York,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Conkling,  Cush- 
man,  Cuthbert,  Dane,  Dnrfee,  Dwight,  Eddy,  Find- 
lay,  Gebhard,  Gilmer,  Gross,  Harvey,  Hawks,  Hen- 
dricks, Herrick,  HiU,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Jackson,  J.  T. 
Johnson,  J.  S.  Johnston,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent, 
Kirkland,  Litchfield,   Lowndes,    McCarty,    McCoy, 


McDuffee,  McSherry,  MaUaiy,  Matson,  Mitchell  of 
Pennsylvania,  Montgomery,  Moore  of  Pennsylvania, 
Moore  of  Virginia,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Neale, 
Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton, 
Patterson  of  New  York,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Pierson,  Pitcher,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Plumer 
of  Pennsylvania,  Poinsett,  Reed  of  Massachusetts, 
Keid  of  Georgia,  Ehea,  Rogers,  Ruggles,  Russ,  Rus- 
sell, Sanders,  Sawyer,  Scott,  S.  Smith,  W.  Smith, 
Alexander  Smyth,  J.  S.  Smith,  Spencer,  Sterling  of 
Connecticut,  Sterling  of  New  York,  Stevenson,  Swan, 
Tatnall,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tod,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Vance,  Van  Rensselaef,  Van  Wyck,  Walworth, 
Whipple,  Williamson,  Wood,  Woodcock,  and  Wright. 
Nays. — Messrs.  Alexander,  AUen  of  Massachu- 
setts, Ball,  Bigelow,  Blair,  Brown,  Cannon,  Cham- 
bers, Cocke,  Conner,  Cook,  Crafts,  Darlington,  Den- 
ison,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Farrelly,  Fuller,  Garnett,  Gist,  Gorham, 
HaU,  Hemphill,  Holcombe,  F.  Johnson,  Lathrop, 
Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Long,  McNeil,  Mattocks.  Mercer, 
Metcalfe,  Murray,  Overstreet,  Phillips,  Rankin,  Rich, 
Ross,  Sergeant,  Sloan,  Arthur  Smith,  Stoddard, 
Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Up- 
ham,  Warfield,  White,  Whitman,  Williams  of  North 
Carolina,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Wilson,  Woodson, 
and  Worman. 


MoNDAT,  April  1. 
Fugitives  from  Service. 
Mr.  r.  JoHNSoK,  from  the  Select  Committee 
to  which  was  committed  the  biU  to  provide  for 
dehvering  up  persons  held  to  labor  or  service 
in  any  of  the  States  or  Territories,  who  shall 
escape  into  any  other  State  or  Territory,  re- 
ported the  same  with  amendments,  and  the  bill 
and  amendments  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Colonel  Trumbull's  Paintings. 
The  engrossed  joint  resolution,  relative  to 
the  disposition  of  the  national  paintings,  ex- 
ecuted by  Colonel  Trumbull,  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

Claim  of  Beaumarchais. 
A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pebsident 
OF  THE  United  States,  as  follows : 
To  Ike  Souse  of  Bepresentatives  of  the  Untied  States : 
I  transmit  to  Congress  the  translation  of  two  let- 
ters from  the  Minister  of  France  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  relating  to  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Caron  de 
Beaumarchais  upon  this  Government,  with  the  docu- 
ments therewith  enclosed,  recommending  them  to  the 
favorable  consideration  of  Congress. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Washington,  March  29,  1822. 

The  Baron  de  Nemille  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Washington,  February  26,  1822. 
Sat :  I  have  been  instructed  by  my  Court  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Federal  Government  to  the 
claim  of  the  heirs  of  Beaumarchais.  His  Majesty's 
Government  indulges  a,  hope  that  their  legitimate 
and  well-founded  rights  will  cease  at  least  to  be  dis- 
puted, and  that  prejudices  will  yield  at  length  to  the 
influence  of  indisputable  facte,  especially  when  those 
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prejudices  are  totally  ungrounded,  and  have  been 
abandoned  by  all  those  who  have  maturely  examined 
the  case. 

The  Beaumarchais  claim  was  first  produced  in 
1778. 

The  French  Government  has  never  ceased  to  sup- 
port it  with  that  interest  which  every  Government 
owes  to  the  just  claims  of  its  citizens.  It  has  been 
earnestly  recommended  to  Congress  by  Presidents 
Madison  and  Monroe. 

Mr.  Madison,  in  his  Message  of  the  31st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1817,  expresses  himself  in  the  following 
terms: 

"  Considering  that  the  sum  of  which  the  million 
of  livres  in  question  made  a  part,  was  a  gratuitous 
grant  from  the  French  Government  to  the  United 
States,  and  the  declaration  of  that  Government  that 
that  part  of  the  grant  was  put  in  the  hands  of  M.  de 
Beaumarchais  as  its  agent,  not  as  the  agent  of  the 
United  States,  and  was  duly  accounted  for  by  him 
to  the  French  Government ;  considering  also  the 
concurring  opinions  of  two  Attorney-Generals  of  the 
United  States,  that  the  said  debt  was  not  legally 
sustainable  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  I  recom- 
mend the  case  to  the  favorable  attention  of  the 
Legislature,  whose  authority  alone  can  finally  decide 
on  it." 

Mr.  Monroe  says,  in  his  Message  of  January, 
1818,  *'  The  claim  of  the  representatives  of  the  late 
Carou  de  Beaumarchais  having  been  recommended 
to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Legislature  by 
my  predecessor  in  his  Message  to  Congress  of  the 
31st  *of  January  last,  and  concurring  in  the  senti- 
ments therein  expressed,  I  now  transmit  copies  of  a 
new  representation  relative  to  it." 

Mr.  Gallatin,  in  his  letter  of  the  2d  of  December, 
1816,  to  the  Due  de  Richelieu,  owns  that  a  simple 
but  explicit  negative  declaration  on  the  part  of  His 
Majesty's  Government,  that  the  said  million  was  not 
applied  to  the  purchase  of  supplies  furnished  by  M. 
de  Beaumarchais  to  the  United  States,  would  have  re- 
moved the  doubts  entertained  by  the  officers  at  the 
head  of  the  Treasury  Department  when  the  account 
was  settled  there. 

The  Due  de  Richelieu,  whose  veracity  and  loyalty 
are  so  well  known,  made  the  following  answer  to  Mr. 
Gallatin  on  the  20th  of  December : 

"  I  am  therefore  warranted,  sir,  after  a  fresh  ex- 
amination of  the  facts,  in  persisting  in  the  declaration 
above  stated,  and  in  considering  as  a  matter  of  cer- 
tainty, that  the  million  paid  on  the  10th  of  June  was 
not  applied  to  the  purchase  of  the  shipments  made  to 
the  United  States  at  that  period  by  M.  de  Beaumar- 
chais." And,  finally,  the  select  committee  charged 
with  the  examination  of  the  business,  and  with  re- 
porting to  Congress  on  the  subject  acljnowledge  the 
rights  of  the  heirs  of  Beaumarchais  in  the  most 
solemn  manner.  "  The  comnnittee "  (says  the  re- 
porter) ' '  have  devoted  much  time,  and  made  a  la- 
borious examination  of  the  merits  of  this  case ;  they 
have  been  able  to  discover  no  reason  why  the  uni- 
form declarations  of  the  French  Government  should 
not  be  credited.  There  is  no  fact  to  contradict 
them." 

"  They  fully  agree  with  our  great  Revolutionary 
financier,  Robert  Morris,  '  that,  if  any  thing  is  due 
M.  de  Beaumarchais,  the  reputation  of  the  country 
will  be  compromised  until  it  is  paid ;  that  ihe  pay- 
ments of  debts  may  be  expensive,  but  that  it  is  in- 
finitely more  expensive  to  withhold  the  payment. 


The  former  is  an  expense  of  money,  when  money 
may  be  commanded  to  defray  it ;  but  the  latter  in- 
volves the  destruction  of  that  source  from  which 
money  can  he  derived  when  all  other  sources  fail. 
That  source,  abundant,  nay,  almost  inexhaustible,  is 
public  credit.  The  country  in  which  it  rnay  with 
greatest  ease  be  established  and  preserved,  is  Amer- 
ica ;  and  America  is  the  country  which  most  stands 
in  need  of  it.'  In  conclusion,  the  committee  will 
remark  that,  in  every  point  in  which  the  case  can  be 
viewed  by  them,  they  are  fully  of  opinion  that  the 
heirs  of  Beaumarchais  are  creditors  of  the  United 
States." 

To  such  an  expose  His  Majesty's  Government  have 
nothing  to  add  when  they  appeal  to  the  equity  of  this 
Republic. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  &c. 

G.  H.  DE  NECJVILLE. 

The  Saran  de  Nemiille  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Washingtox,  February  27,  1822. 
Sir  1   I  forgot  to  add  to  my  letter  of  yesterday  re- 
lative to  the  heirs  of  Beaumarchais — 

1.  The  memoir  or  recital  of  the  affair  to  1817. 

2.  The  President's  Message  of  the  16th  of  January, 
1818. 

These  pieces,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit 
to  you,  form,  with  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  24th  of  Februaiy, 
1818,  the  whole  of  the  necessary  documents.  If 
they  be  not  judged  sufficient,  if  a  careful  examination 
of  them  do  not  produce  deep  conviction,  it  must  be 
admitted,  sir,  that  there  are  some  prejudices  which 
can  never  be  overcome. 

I  dare  say  that  truth  never  appeared  more  evident 
than  in  this  unfortunate  and  interminable  affair ; 
why  then  does  it  meet  with  so  much  opposition  ? 

Moreover,  the  heirs  of  Beaimaarchais  know  that 
they  will  not  in  vain  appeal  to  the  justice  of  their 
judges :  prejudice  wUl  never  be  able  to  overcome 
justice  in  their  hearts ;  they,  therefore,  confine  them- 
selves to  request  of  them  a  strict,  a  very  strict  ex- 
amination of  their  claim  :  they  only  say  to  them, 
"  We  are  ruined,  because  our  father  rendered  services 
to  the  Republic,  and  our  right  is  forgotten.  Be 
pleased  to  read  very  attentively,  and  your  justice 
will  proclaim  our  right." 

Accept,  sir,  the  renewed  assurance  of  my  high 
consideration. 

G.  HYDE  DE  NEUVILLE, 

Envoy  ExtraordiiMry,  Ifc. 

Ihe  Baron  Hyde  de  Jfeuville  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
Washington,  March  30,  1822. 

Sir  !  A  report  was  put  into  circulation  about  two 
years  since,  that  the  heirs  of  Beaumarchais  were  no 
longer  proprietors  of  their  claim,  and  that  it  had  been 
sold  to  a  third  party. 

Even  if  this  were  tnie,  it  would  not  in  any  degree 
invalidate  their  title ;  but  I  can  attest.  In  the  most 
positive  manner,  that  the  report  is  perfectly  ridicu- 
lous. The  claim  stUl  remains  the  property  of  IM. 
de  Beaumarchais's  daughter.  I  will  add,  that  it  is 
the  hope  ;  indeed,  the  only  remaining  hope  of  that 
interesting  lady  and  of  her  family.  Why  should  she 
cease  to  rely  upon  a  title  so  perfectly  legitimate  ? 
This  would  argue  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  equity 
of  a  whole  nation. 
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The  daughter  of  M.  de  Beatunarchais  must  there- 
fore hope  that  justice  will  at  last  be  done  to  her,  and 
that,  after  suffering  many  privations,  she  will  at  last 
he  able  to  hand  down  to  her  children  the  inheritance 
of  her  father. 

Accept^  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  high  conadera^ 
tion. 

G.  HYDE  DE  NEUVILLE. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  tahle. 

South  American  Oonemments. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  a  reconsider- 
ation of  the  vote  taken  on  Saturday,  by  which 
permission  was  refused  to  the  member  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Gaenett,)  to  spread  upon  the 
Journals  his  reasons  for  voting  against  the  res- 
olutions of  this  House  to  recognize  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  South  American  Governments. 
After  a  few  explanatory  observations  by  Mr. 
Gaenett,  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  sup- 
ported by  Messrs.  Mkeobe,  Weigut,  Mooee,  of 
Alabama,  and  Williams,  of  North  Carolina, 
when  the  question  was  taken  thereon  and 
carried. 

Mr.  Tatloe  caUed  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  thereupon  ordered. 

Mr.  T.  thought  it  would  be  a  precedent  of  a 
dangerous  nature  for  the  House  to  authorize  a 
practice  of  this  kind.  If  a  member  has  a  right 
to  record  his  reasons  for  voting  in  the  negative, 
it  would  be  equally  the  right  of  those  who 
voted  in  the  aflEirmative,  to  spread  their  reasons 
on  the  record.  The  only  case  to  be  found,  of 
reasons  for  a  vote  being  spread  upon  the  Jour- 
nal, was  that  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  then  a  Dele- 
gate from  the  Territory  of  Mississippi,  having 
no  right  to  vote,  and  whose  motion  respecting 
his  own  opinions  was  to  be  found  on  record. 
But  that  case  was  altogether  different  from  the 
present,  though  the  Delegate  was  not  in  that 
permitted  fonnally  to  record  his  opinion.  In 
the  present  case  the  member  has  voted ;  yet 
even  that  case  admitted  of  much  controversy 
and  question.  The  vote  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Gaenett,)  was  doubtless  an  in- 
dependent and  honest  one,  but  he  thought  it 
inexpedient  and  improper  to  encumber  the 
Journals  with  the  speeches  of  members  in  sup- 
port of  their  respective  opinions. 

Mr.  Mbeoee  thought  the  permission  that  had 
been  granted  to  the  gentleman  to  vote  the  next 
day  after  this  question  had  been  decided,  was 
affording  a  worse  precedent  than  that  which 
was  now  proposed. 

Mr.  FuLLEE  remarked  that  this  ought  never 
to  be  a  matter  of  courtesy,  but  should  be  either 
admitted  or  refused,  as  a  matter  of  right  at  all 
times;  and  believing,  as  he  did,  that  such  a 
practice  would  be  improper  and  inconvenient, 
he  was  opposed  to  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  was  in  favor  of  the 
motion,  and  believed  that  no  danger  was  to  be 
apprehended  from  the  precedent,  for  questions 
of  such  grand  magnitude  very  seldom  occur. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  regarded  the  case 


of  Mr.  Poindexter  to  be  a  precedent  of  author- 
ity. So  also  was  that  of  General  Reid,  who, 
on  this  very  question,  had  been  permitted  vir- 
tually to  record  his  vote,  even  when  absent 
from  the  House.  Aud  should  it  be  said  by  a 
majority — if  you  will  go  with  us,  we  will  go  to 
any  length  in  assisting  you  to  accomplish  your 
wishes,  but,  if  you  have  independence  enough 
to  vote  in  opposition  to  the  sentiments  of  the 
House  and  the  nation,  we  will  withhold  that 
privilege  ?  Such  a  picture,  he  thought,  ought 
not  to  be  exhibited.  • 

Mr.  Waefield  thought  there  could  be  no 
danger  of  the  case  being  drawn  into  a  prece- 
dent, for  few  questions  occurred  of  so  great  im- 
portance as  this,  and  it  would  always  be  in  the 
power  of  the  House  to  limit  the  privilege,  if,  in 
its  operation,  it  should  be  found  inconvenient. 
It  was  not  now  claimed  on  the  ground  of  right, 
but  of  courtesy,  and  that  courtesy  had  been  ac- 
corded to  several  members  of  the  House,  in  per- 
mitting them  to  vote  after  the  time  allowed  by 
the  rule. 

Mr.  ToMLmsoN  had  made  up  his  mind  to 
vote  in  favor  of  the  motion,  but  he  would  enter 
his  protest  against  it  as  a  precedent.  He  felt 
himself  pressed  to  vote  for  it,  on  the  ground 
that  similar  indulgences  had  been  granted  to 
others  on  this  question,  but  he  regarded  it  as  a 
principle,  which,  if  allowed  to  acquire  the  au- 
thority of  precedent,  would  be  attended  with 
very  inconvenient  consequences. 

Mr.  Tatloe  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply, 
and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Golden  against  the 
motion,  and  by  Mr.  Gilmee  in  favor  of  it, 
when  the  question  was  taken  thereon,  and  de- 
cided in  the  afllrmative — yeas  89,  nays  71,  as 
follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer,  Bald- 
win, Ball,  Baylies,  Bayly,  Blackledge,  Breckenridge, 
Buchanan,  Burton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  New 
York,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cannon,  Conkling,  Conner, 
Cook,  Crafts,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Durfee,  Dwight, 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Eustis,  Farrelly,  Geb- 
hard,  Gilmer,  Gist,  Gorham,  Gross,  Hall,  Hardin, 
Hemphill,  Herrick,  Holcombe,  Hooks,  Jackson,  J.  T. 
Johnson,  J.  S.  Johnston,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones 
of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Kirkland,  Leftwich,  Litchfield, 
Long,  Lowndes,  McSherry,  Mallary,  Mercer,  Met- 
calfe, MitcheU  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  South 
Carolina,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Neale,  Nel- 
son of  Virginia,  New,  Newton,  Overstreet,  Patterson 
of  New  York,  Poinsett,  Eeid  of  Georgia,  Rhea, 
Rogers.  Ross,  Euggles,  Russell,  Scott,  Sergeant,  S. 
Smith,'  W.  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  Stevenson, 
Tatnall,  Thomson,  Tomlinson,  Trimble,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Upham,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Walker,  AVarfield,  Williams  of  North 
Carolina,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Worman,  and 
Wright. 

jjAyg. Messrs.  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Barber  of 

Connecticut,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bateman,  Bigelow, 
Blair,  Borland,  Brown,  BmTOws,  Butler,  Cassedy, 
Chambers,  Cocke,  Colden,  Condict,  Dane,  Darling- 
ton, Denison,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of 
North  Carolina,  Findlay,  Fuller,  Harvey,  Hawks, 
Hendricks,  HiU,  F.  Johnson,  Keyes,  Lathrop,  Lin- 
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coin,  Little,  McCarty,  McCoy,  McNeill,  Matlaok, 
Matson,  Mattocks,  Milnor,  Moore  of  Pennsylvania, 
Murray,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Phillips,  Pierson, 
Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania, 
Kankiu,  Reed  of  Massachnsetts,  Rich,  Russ,  Sanders, 
Sawyer,  Sloan,  Arthur  Smith,  J.  S.  Smith,  Spenser, 
Sterling  of  Connecticut,  Sterling  of  New  York,  Stod- 
dard, Swan,  Taylor,  Tod,  Vance,  Van  Wyck,  Wal- 
worth, White,  Whitman,  Williamson,  Wilson;  Wood, 
Woodcock,  and  Woodson. 

Mr.  Gaenett  then  submitted  his  cleolaration, 
which  he  had  reduced  to  an  abbreviated  sub- 
stitute for  that  proposed  by  him  on  Saturday, 
to  be  entered  on  the  Journal,  which  was  as 
follows : 

I,  RoEEKT  S.  Garnett,  a  memh  er  from  Virginia, 
make  the  following  declaration:  That  I  voted 
against  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  the 
late  American  provinces  of  Spain,  heoause,  consider- 
ing it  a  question  of  policy,  not  of  principle,  I  believed 
that  no  immediate  advantage  coidd  grow  out  of  it  to 
either  country,  whilst  many  considerations,  affecting 
the  interest  of  both,  rendered  it  at  this  time  inex- 
pedient. I  am  not  opposed  to  the  independence  of 
the  late  provinces  ;  on  the  contrary,  in  common  with 
the  rest  of  my  countrymen,  I  heartily  rejoice  in  its 
accomplishment,  and  in  the  prospects  of  freedom  and 
happiness  which  it  opens  to  them. 


Wednesday,  April  3. 
Public  Defaulters. 

Mr.  KiEKLAND  submitted  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved^That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  he 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
hy  law  for  the  punishment  of  such  officers  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  as  are  intrusted  with  public  moneys  hy 
virtue  of  their  office,  who  shall  apply  the  same  to  any 
purpose  or  purposes  incompatible  with  the  duties  of 
their  office,  whereby  the  United  States  shall  sustain 
a  loss. 

In  introducing  the  resolution — 

Mr.  KiEKLAND  observed  that,  as  the  resolu- 
tion contemplated  introducing  a  provision  into 
our  laws  of  an  unusual  character,  it  might  not 
be  deemed  improper  for  him  to  assign,  briefly, 
a  few  of  the  reasons  which  have  induced  him  to 
present  it.  I  find,  said  Mr.  K.,  from  an  examina- 
tion of  our  statute  book,  that  there  is  no  provi- 
sion for  the  punishment  of  public  defaulters,  and 
that  they  are  not  subject  to  any  penalty  for  the 
misapplication  and  embezzlement  of  the  public 
moneys  intrusted  to  their  care;  and  they  are 
responsible  only  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view ; 
that  there  is  no  remedy  but  a  civil  suit;  pursued 
in  the  usual  course  between  debtor  and  creditor, 
for  the  recovery  of  the  money  which  has  been 
misapplied  by  the  ofiBoer ;  that  there  is  no  pun- 
ishment, no  penalty,  but  such  as  exists  between 
debtor  and  creditor  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
business  in  society.  It  is  true,  said  Mr.  K,  that 
in  some  cases,  security  is  required  of  the  oflScer, 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties,  but  in 
most  cases,  perhaps  nine  out  of  ten,  where  the 
principal  is  insolvent,  the  security  will  be  found 
unable  to  respond  to  the  public;  and  if  it 


should  sometimes  fortunately  happen  that  the 
security  is  solvent,  what  follows  ?  _  A  petition 
from  the  bail  and  his  friends,  setting  forth,  m 
strong  language,  the  utter  ruin  of  himself  and 
family,  if  he  is  compelled  to  pay  the  money,  and 
making  a  forcible,  and  frequently  a  successful, 
appeal  to  the  sympathies  of  the  House  for  relief. 
The  consequence  is,  that,  after  great  expenses 
incurred  in  the  prosecution  of  both  principal 
and  security,  we  discharge  the  one,  and  cancel 
the  bond  of  the  other.  It  is  not  believed  that 
there  is  enough  collected  from  the  public  de- 
faulters to  pay  the  aggregate  of  the  expense 
incurred  by  the  different  prosecutions  against  the 
officers  who  have  embezzled  the  public  money. 
It  may  be  said,  Mr.  K.  remarked,  that  you 
have  the  integrity  of  the  officer;  but  this  is 
found,  in  too  many  instances,  a  poor  security 
indeed.  The  documents  upon  your  table  show 
most  abundantly  that  little,  very  little  trust,  ia 
to  be  placed  in  the  integrity  of  many  of  your 
officers  who  are  intrusted  with  the  public 
money.  Here  you  find  defaulters  for  thousands 
and  tens  of  thousands,  amounting  in  the  aggre- 
gate to  millions.  These  documents,  and  the 
daily  infonnation  we  have  in  relation  to  the  loss 
of  our  public  money,  furnish  lamentable  proof 
of  the  entire  want  of  moral  principles  in  many 
of  the  public  officers,  and  a  most  shameful  disre- 
gard of  their  public  trusts.  Tour  public  default- 
ers are  to  be  found,  not  only  in  the  Army  and 
Navy,  but  in  the  civil  department — your  collect- 
ors of  the  revenue,  marshals,  district  attorneys, 
clerks  of  district  and  circuit  courts,  receivers  of 
public  moneys  for  the  sale  of  lands,  Indian 
agents,  and  those  employed  to  pay  the  pensions 
given  to  Revolutionary  soldiers.  We  have  now 
upon  our  tables  evidence  of  one  pension  agent 
who  has  misapplied  (if  the  report  of  our  officer 
is  true)  ten  thousand  dollars  of  moneys  placed 
in  his  hands  to  pay  the  veteran  soldiers  of  the 
Revolution — an  act  that  should  brand  him  with 
perpetual  infamy.  The  present  laws  are  wholly 
inadequate  to  secure  the  Treasury  from  loss  by 
the  misconduct  of  the  public  officers.  There  is 
no  provision  adequate  to  effect  this  object.  And 
while  we  are,  upon  one  hand,  busily  engaged  in 
devising  ways  and  means  to  fill  our  Treasury ; 
and  while  some  of  our  most  able,  distinguished, 
and  industrious  members,  are  engaged  unremit- 
tingly upon  the  subject  of  retrenchment  in  the 
public  expenditures;  and  difierent  committees 
are  inquiring  minutely,  and  with  great  vigilance, 
into  the  expenditures  in  the  various  depart- 
ments of  the  Government — there  is  an  imperious 
necessity  for  making  some  provision  which  shall 
more  effectually  guard  the  Treasury  against 
loss  by  the  embezzlement  and  misapplication  of 
public  moneys  by  those  to  whom  they  are  in- 
trusted. It  would  not  upon  this  occasion,  said 
Mr.  K.,  become  me  to  go  minutely  into  the  de- 
tails of  a  law  making  the  necessary  provisions 
to  guard  our  public  Treasury,  and  to  secure 
fidelity  to  the  public  officers.  This  would  be 
the  peculiar  province  of  the  highly  respectable 
committee  whose  duty  it  wiU  be  by  the  resolu- 
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tion  to  make  the  inquiry,  and  to  report  a  bill ; 
but  he  could  not  forbear  offering  a  few  ideas 
upon  the  provisions  which  it  may  be  found 
necessary  to  insert  in  the  law.  The  officer  in- 
trusted with  public  moneys  should  consider  the 
trust  a  sacred  one;  no  temptation,  however 
strong,  should  induce  him  to  violate  it.  He 
ought  to  consider  his  obligation  to  the  public 
paramount  to  every  other.  No  other  relation 
in  society  can  have  such  strong  claims  upon 
him  as  the  people  for  whose  benefit  the  moneys 
are  committed  to  his  care ;  and  he  who  will 
knowingly  and  deliberately  violate  a  trust  so 
sacred  should  be  held  infamous,  and  no  longer 
be  admitted  into  the  society  of  the  honest  and 
virtuous  part  of  the  community.  I  would  ren- 
der hihi,  said  Mr.  K.,  ineligible  to  any  public 
office  of  honor,  profit,  or  trust.  I  would  im- 
mediately cause  him  to  be  dismissed  from  public 
employ.  I  would  leave  it  discretionary  with 
the  court  before  whom  he  was  tried,  upon  his 
conviction,  to  cause  him  to  be  fined,  or  im- 
prisoned, or  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court. 
Nay,  sir,  I  would  go  somewhat  further  —  I 
would  leave  it  in  the  discretion  of  the  court,  in 
very  enormous  cases,  to  sentence  the  culprit  to 
the  penitentiary.  I  would  place  him  beside 
the  felon  who  counterfeits  your  coin,  who  alters 
your  public  records,  and  who  forges  your  bank 
paper.  This  would  not  be  too  severe  a  punish- 
ment for  him,  who,  in  his  wild  speculations,  has 
used  your  money  to  the  amount  of  tens  and 
hundreds  of  thousands — who  has  applied  it  to 
the  aggrandizement  of  his  family ;  and  who  has 
for  years  rioted  upon  the  fruits  of  his  iniquity, 
in  living  in  splendor  and  show;  and  who, 
when  he  is  called  on  to  account,  laughs  at  your 
public  officer,  and  treats  his  calls  for  the  public 
moneys  with  neglect  and  contempt. 

As  the  law  now  stands,  this  very  defaulter 
is  eligible  to  public  office ;  and  it  is  not,  if  he 
(Mr.  K.)  was  rightly  informed,  a  very  uncom- 
mon occurrence,  that  the  defaulter  and  his 
friends  are  seen  petitioning  the  Executive  for 
public  employ,  and  sometimes,  he  feared,  with 
success.  Public  defaulters  are  now  considered 
merely  in  the  light  of  unfortunate  debtors ;  as 
those  who,  in  the  course  of  their  business,  have, 
from  events  beyond  their  control,  been  rendered 
insolvent,  and  who  are  justly  entitled  to  the 
sympathies,  both  of  the  public  and  of  individuals. 
It  is  a  shame,  said  Mr.  K.,  that  a  public  defaulter 
should,  in  the  view  of  the  laws,  and  in  that  of 
society,  be  placed  upon  an  equal  footing  with 
an  honest  and  unfortunate  debtor,  in  whose  be- 
half the  whole  community  sympathize.  It  is 
time,  high  time,  that  the  laws  should  speak  a 
different  language.  If  a  provision  had  been 
inserted  in  your  statute  book,  said  Mr  K.,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  Government,  similar  in 
its  provisions  to  the  one  contemplated  by  the 
resolution  now  presented,  it  would,  in  all  prob- 
abihty,  have  saved  to  the  nation  many  millions 
of  the  public  money.  Mr.  K.  anticipated  from 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution  (if  the  committee 
should  report  in  conformity  to  it)  very  salutary 
Vol.  Vn.— 21 


effects.  The  people  of  this  country  have  a  high 
sense  of  integrity.  "We  boast,  said  Mr.  K.,  of  our 
public  and  private  virtue ;  and  it  is  time  that 
we  should,  from  our  statute  book,  speak  a  strong 
and  decisive  language  to  all  those  who  embezzle 
the  public  money.  They  should  learn  that  they 
can  no  longer  violate  the  sacred  trust  commit- 
ted to  their  charge  with  impunity.  Mr.  K. 
concluded  by  observing,  that  he  anticipated  a 
unanimous  vote  of  the  House  in  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution,  and  he  hoped  that  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  it  ■v^uld  be  referred  would  find 
time  to  report  a  biU  at  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Bassett  was  in  favor  of  the  resolution, 
but  wished  to  extend  it  to  those  who  had  the 
public  property  in  keeping,  and  he  proposed  a 
modification  to  that  effect,  by  inserting  in  the 
body  of  the  resolve  the  words  "  or  with  the  safe 
keeping  of  pubhc  property ;"  which  modification 
was  assented  to  by  the  mover. 

Mr.  Haedin  was  apprehensive  that  the  pun- 
ishment which  seemed  to  be  contemplated  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Kiekland) 
would  be  found  too  severe  ;  and,  in  such  cases, 
a  law  if  too  severe  for  public  sentiment  to  sus- 
tain, would  become  a  dead  letter.  Mr.  H.  did 
not  think  public  sentiment  was  such  as  to  brand 
the  public  defaulter  with  infamy.  On  the  con- 
trary, theproceeds  of  his  defaloationsupport  him, 
and  enable  him  to  drink  his  wine  and  give  his 
dinners ;  nor  would  it  be  possible  to  put  a  man 
in  the  penitentiary  njerely  for  being  a  defaulter. 
Mr.  H.  adverted  particularly  to  the  case  of  the 
district  attorneys,  and  thought  the  only  course 
in  relation  to  them  would  be  to  make  them  give 
bond  for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  duties, 
and  also  to  require,  if  they  fail  to  account,"  that 
that  failure  should  vacate  their  offices. 

Mr.  CoiTDiOT  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"by  which  the  United  States  shall  sustain  a 
loss."  Mr.  0.  was  disposed  to  repress  all  specu- 
lation by  the  holders  of  the  pubhc  moneys. 
The  public  moneys  should  be  kept  separate  and 
sacred  for  the  public  service,  and  he  would  not 
suffer  the  public  agents  to  use  them  for  any 
other  purpose,  however  well  able  they  might 
be  to  replace  them  when  called  for. 

Mr.  Kikkland  was  not  inclined  to  carry  his 
prohibition  so  far.  If  the  officers  and  agents  of 
the  Government  can  and  do  respond  according 
to  law,  that,  he  thought,  was  all  that  need  be 
required  of  them. 

Mr.  GoNDioT  rephed.  Mr.  F.  Johnson  also 
made  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of  the  proposed 
amendment. 

Mr.  MiTOHBLL,  of  South  Carolina,  also  express- 
ed himself  in  favor  of  the_  amendment.  Look- 
ing over  the  document  which  had  been  referred 
to,  (the  list  of  unsettled  balances,)  he  thought 
its  contents  were  a  disgrace  to  the  Government 

a  libel  on  the  country.    Until  he  saw  that 

document,  he  did  not  think  that  the  country 
was  capable  of  producing  such  a  one. 

Finally,  Mr.  Kieklaki)  assented  to  the  modifi- 
cation proposed  by  Mr.  Oonmor. 
Mr.  OooK  proposed  to  add  to  the  resolution 
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the  following  sentence :  "  And  also,  into  the 
expediency  of  requiring  all  such  officers  to  be 
dismissed  from  office  upon  failure  faithfully  to 
account  for  the  money  or  property  so  confided 
to  them."  This  proposition  was  agreed  to  by 
the  House,  and  the  resolution,  as  modified,  was 
thereupon  adopted. 


The  bill  was  thereupon  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed for  a  third  reading. 


Thursday,  April  4 
Allowance  of  Pensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LoNa,  the  House  then  took 
into  consideration  the  bill  to  revive  and  continue 
in  force  certain  acts  concerning  allowances  for 
pensions  upon  a  relinquishment  of  bounty  lands. 

Mr.  Long  was  in  hopes  that  the  bill  would  not 
meet  with  much  opposition.  If  it  ever  was  right 
(which  he  believed  it  w.is)  to  pass  the  law,  it 
was  right  that  all  should  equally  have  the  bene- 
fit of  it  as  intended.  To  this  end  it  would  be- 
come necessary  to  revive  the  law,  as  it  had  now 
expired,  before  they  all  had  applied.  If,  how- 
ever, gentlemen  felt  any  disposition  to  vote 
against  the  bill,  he  hoped  they  would  reflect, 
and  see  the  situation  of  those  poor  widows  and 
children  as  it  would  be  if  the  House  refuses  to 
pass  the  bUl.  Congress,  said  he,  has  heretofore 
passed  a  law  which  held  out  to  them  some  relief. 
We  may  naturally  suppose  that  they  have  ap- 
plied as  soon  as  they  knew  there  was  a  law  for 
their  relief;  but,  to  apply  effectually,  it  not  only 
required  some  time,  but  was  attended  with  con- 
siderable expense  in  getting  their  papers  in  due 
form,  which  was  done  generally  by  professional 
men ;  a  class  of  men  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
being  well  paid  for  their  services.  In  some 
cases  the  expense  was  more  than  those  applicants 
were  able  to  bear — and,  after  they  had  expended 
every  cent  they  were  worth  in  setting  forth 
their  claim,  they  are  informed  that  the  law  has 
expired,  and  that  they  are  not  entitled  to  what 
was  intended  for  them,  merely  because  they 
have  not  applied  within  a  certain  day.  It  can- 
not be  expected,  said  Mr  L.,  that  a  poor  woman 
and  children,  settled  down  on  some  remote 
comer  of  the  earth,  constantly  engaged  at  home 
in  procuring  bread,  could  know  anything  about 
the  operation  or  existence  of  the  laws  of  Con- 
gress. He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  circum- 
stance of  their  not  applying  before  the  law 
expired,  would  not  be  urged  as  an  objection  to 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  that  we  should  not 
be  found  ready  to  snap  at  this  little  advantage 
that  may  be  here  talcen  of  the  poor  and  igno- 
rant. He  was  as  much  opposed  to  an-  improper 
expenditure  of  public  money  as  any  member 
of  this  House,  and  would  go  as  far  as  any  gen- 
tleman in  his  opinion  ought  to  go  to  bring  our 
expenditures  within  the  amount  of  our  revenue, 
which  he  conceived  to  be  the  indispensable 
duty  of  this  House ;  but  he  could  not  consent  to 
begin  here,  and  withhold  this  pitiful  sum  from 
the  widow  and  fatherless,  who  have  lost  him 
who  ought  to  have  been  their  protector,  whilst 
engaged  in  the  service  of  his  country  and  pro- 
tection of  our  lives  and  liberties. 


Feiday,  April  5. 
General  Appropriation  Bill — Minister  to 
Portugal. 

Mr.  Mallaey  suggested  that  he  was  not  satis- 
fled  that  it  was  necessary  to  send  a  Minister  to 
Lisbon,  and  that  a  Charg6  des  Affaires  would 
perhaps  be  sufficient.  He  therefore  called  for 
information  on  the  subject  from  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  in  reply  to  the  in- 
quiries of  Mr.  Mallaet,  reviewed  at  considera- 
ble length  the  political  and  commercial  relations 
which,  for  a  long  period,  have  subsisted  between 
this  country  and  Portugal.  We  had  long  ex- 
ported, he  said,  vast  quantities  of  flour  to  that 
country ;  but  at  length  the  Government  laid  a 
duty  of  $3  per  barrel  on  all  the  flour  imported 
into  that  kingdom,  from  this  country,  and  gave 
privileges  and  held  out  inducements  to  the  no- 
bility to  erect  mills,  which  was  done,  and  they 
were  in  a  great  measure  supplied  with  wheat 
from  Poland.  Our  people  exported  no  wheat. 
They  manufactured  it  themselves ;  but  the  duty, 
which  was  intended  as  a  prohibition,  was  severe- 
ly felt,  and  our  Government  sent  a  minister  to 
that  Court  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  duty.  Min- 
isters, however,  are  not  always  the  best  negotia- 
tors in  mercantile  concerns ;  and  tlie  object  was 
not  effected.  But  it  was  afterwards  accomplish- 
ed by  a  Consul  General,  who  was  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  commercial  subjects,  and  the 
duty  was  taken  off.  Subsequently,  the  Court  was 
removed  to  the  Brazils,  from  which  it  has  re- 
cently returned  to  Europe.  But  the  duty  of  $2 
per  barrel  has  been  renewed  for  the  purpose  of 
encouraging  agriculture,  and  of  giving  it  a  new 
direction,  instead  of  cultivating  almost  exclu- 
sively the  vine.  The  Government  of  that 
country  has  thought  us  to  be  hostile — ^particu- 
larly from  the  greater  duties  we  have  imposed 
upon  the  wines  of  Madeira  and  Fayal,  than  upon 
the  wines  of  other  countries.  Large  quantities 
of  corn  are  sent  from  this  country  to  Madeira ; 
and  they  are  understood  to  be  about  petitioning 
the  Cortes  to  impose  restrictions  upon  the  im- 
portation of  our  corn;  and  the  consequence 
may  be,  that  we  may  be  wholly  deprived  of  the 
beneflts  of  that  trade.  All  attempts  to  reduce 
our  enormous  duties  upon  these  wines  have 
hitherto  been  ineffectual,  because  they  are  drank 
by  the  rich,  without  seeming  to  regard  the  im- 
portance of  the  trade.  Mr.  S.  further  observed, 
that  he  thought  it  expedient  not  to  withhold  the 
appropriation,  inasmuch  as  the  President  had 
recommended  the  measure;  and,  should  we 
refuse,  the  consequences  and  the  responsibility 
of  that  refusal  will  rest  upon  us. 

Mr.  Mallaey  remarked,  that  the  object  of 
sending  Ministers  abroad  was  for  the  purposes, 
either  of  policy  or  commerce.  In  relation  to 
the  policy,  he  thought  a  Minister  was  not  neces- 
sary.   The  Government  of  Portugal  was  not 
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formidable,  either  at  sea  or  on  land  'With  re- 
spect to  commerce,  it  was  evident,  from  the 
statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
(Mr.  Smith,)  that  a  commercial  object,  which  a 
Minister  could  not  eflfeot,  a  Consul  General  was 
competent  to  accomplish.  Mr.  M.  therefore 
thought  a  Charge  des  Affaires  was  adequate  to 
the  object.  There  were  twenty  places  in  Eu- 
rope where  we  send  no  Minister,  of  more  com- 
mercial importance  to  this  country  than  Lisbon. 
Mr  M.  adverted  to  a  statistic  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  to  show  the  superiority 
of  the  trade  of  other  countries ;  and  he  particu- 
larly referred  to  Holland,  Denmark,  and  Swe- 
den. The  latter  nation  was  certainly  at  least 
equal  in  dignity,  and  superior  in  strength  to 
Portugal,  and  was  as  well  entitled  to  expect  a 
Minister  from  us  as  the  latter  Government ;  and 
with  respect  to  the  Brazils,  he  believed  they 
would  emancipate  themselves  from  the  control 
of  the  parent  country,  whenever  they  tliought 
proper  to  dissolve  the  connection  and  assume 
their  independence.  Mr.  Mallaet  concluded 
by  moving  to  transpose  the  word  Lisbon,  so  as 
to  provide  for  a  Gharg6  des  Affaires  in  that 
country  instead  of  a  Minister. 

Mr.  Smith  replied,  by  referring  to  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  at  the 
opening  of  the  session.  He  observed  that  Por- 
tugal had  expressed  a  sincere  desire  to  renew  a 
friendly  intercourse,  and,  he  understood,  had  ac- 
tually appointed  a  Minister  to  this  country. 
The  gentleman  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Mallaey) 
had  said  that  the  trade  with  Portugal  was  unim- 
portant. He  (Mr.  S.)  admitted  it,  and  it  was  to 
restore  it  to  importance  that  the  mission  was 
proposed.  A  Charge  des  Affaires  might  be  ade- 
quate if,  as  in  the  case  of  Sweden,  a  treaty  was 
already  subsisting ;  but  we  want  a  Minister  to 
make  a  treaty,  and  a  Charge  des  Affaires  may 
afterwards  be  sufficient. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Mallaet  was  further  sup- 
ported by  Messrs.  Gilmbb,  Haedin,  and  Ross, 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Weight,  Poinsett, 
Baldwin,  Wood,,  Rhba,  Abohee,  Faeeelly, 
Woodson,  Mbecbe,  and  Smith  ;  when  the  ques- 
tion was  taken,  and  the  motion  was  negatived — 
ayes  34:. 

The  question  for  expenses  of  carrying  into 
effect  the  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  articles  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Cocke  observed,  that  he  should  be  op- 
posed to  making  any  further  appropriation  for 
that  object,  until  he  was  informed  that  those 
commissioners  had  settled  their  accounts.  They 
had  heretofore  been  called  on,  but  only  one  class 
of  them,  to  his  knowledge,  had  obeyed  the  call ; 
and  among  the  charges  it  included,  was  to  be 
found  expenses  incurred  for  fish-hooks,  and  fish- 
ing nets,  and  bacon,  hams,  and  other  like  items, 
that  did  not  seem  to  be  a  proper  expenditure 
for  the  nation.  The  business  had  been  already 
protracted  eight  years,  almost  as  long  as  it  took 
to  destroy  Troy ;  and  if  we  go  on,  said  he,  ap- 
propriating from  session  to  session,  it  will  be- 
come a  life  estate  to  those  concerned.    He  was 


averse  to  placing  any  more  money  in  their  hands, 
until  they  had  accounted  for  what  they  had  al- 
ready received ;  and  he  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
with  the  sum  of  twelve  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

M.  F.  Johnson  adverted  to  the  law  of  the 
last  session  that  limits  their  allowance  to  a  spe- 
cific salary  in  lieu  of  all  other  expenses. 

Mr.  Baldwin  believed  there  had  been  too 
lavish  an  expenditure  of  the  public  money ;  nor 
would  he  now  vote  for  the  appropriation,  did 
he  not  fear  the  pul^c  service  might  suffer  from 
the  delay  a  refusal  of  it  might  occasion.  It 
was  a  business  connected  with  a  foreign  power, 
and  he  wished  the  concern  might  be  closed. 

Mr.  OocKE  said  we  were  told  that  the  line 
could  not  be  run  in  the  winter,  because  the 
climate  is  too  cold;  and  in  the  summer  the 
commissioners,  he  understood,  were  frolicking 
at  Ballston  Springs.  He  thought  it  was  high 
time  that  Congress  should  interpose,  and  pre- 
vent this  waste  of  the  public  treasure. 

Mr.  Williamson  remarked,  that  the  people  of 
Maine  were  as  much  dissatisfied  with  the  pro- 
gress of  the  commissioners  as  the  people  of  the 
United  States  could  be.  He  observed  that,  in 
a  reply  to  a  call  which  had  been  made  on  the 
Executive  at  this  session,  on  the  aspect  of  the 
fifth  article,  we  had  been  assured  that  it  would 
be  concluded  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing 
spring.  He  thought,  therefore,  the  most  expe- 
dient course  would  be  to  make  the  appropria- 
tion called  for,  so  as  to  have  the  business  con- 
eluded  without  further  delay. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  filling  the 
blank  with  the  sum  of  $25,000,  and  negatived ; 
and  the  blank  was  filled  with  the  sum  of  $12,500. 

Bounda/ry  Line  ietween  the  United  States  and 
Mexico  under  the  Florida  Treaty  with  Spain. 
Mr.  J.  S.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  said,  as  far 
as  this  appropriation  is  intended  to  cover  the 
expense  of  running  the  boundary  line  establish- 
ed by  the  treaty  with  Spain  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico,  it  was  unnecessary.  This 
House,  he  said,  had  determined  to  recognize  the 
independence  of  Mexico ;  it  would  involve  an 
absurdity  now  to  recognize  the  right  of  Spain 
to  fix  with  us  the  limits  of  a  country,  over 
which  all  authority  has  ceased ;  to  define  the 
limits  after  she  has  ceased  to  exercise  any  other 
sovereignty  there.  This  is  a  right  utterly  in- 
compatible with  the  public  rights  of  the  inde- 
pendent Government  that  now  reigns  over  it. 
If  a  commissioner  was  appointed  by  Spain  as  it 
is  stated,  he  was  named  before  the  new  state 
of  things  existed,  and  his  powers  would  be  re- 
called by  Spain  herself,  as  soon  as  it  was  known 
that  she  had  no  longer  any  interest  in  the  ques- 
tion. The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Buchanan)  had  stated  that  the  treaty  was  bind- 
ing on  Mexico,  as  Spain  exercised  sovereignty 
over  it  at  the  date  of  the  treaty.  That  may  be 
true  (said  Mr.  J.,)  and  Mexico  will  carry  it  into 
effect  in  good  faith.-  There  is  no  danger  of  her 
refusal  to  accept  a  treaty,  which  relinquishes  our 
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right  to  her  territory,  and  gives  her  six  hundred 
miles  of  seaboard.  She  has  very  little  objection 
to  Spain  giving  us  Florida,  and  leaving  her  the 
province  of  Texas.  We  claimed  their  country 
to  the  Rio  Grande — by  the  treaty  we  have  sur- 
rendered it.  They  do  not  claim  our  territory — 
we  have  relinquished  our  right  to  Texas.  We 
have  made  the  sacrifice,  not  they;  all  the  coun- 
try west  of  the  Sabine  is  now  a  part  of  Mexico. 
Besides,  said  he,  can  we  send  agents  to  run  and 
mark  her  limits,  against  her  consent,  without 
insulting  her  sovereignty,  and  violating  her 
territory  ?  What  I  send  armed  troops  (as  was 
intimated)  into  a  foreign  country,  in  defiance 
of  the  law  of  nations.  This  must  now  be  a  sub- 
ject of  arrangement  with  the  Government  of' 
Mexico.  It  is  better  to  leave  it  open ;  we  have 
now  nothing  to  lose ;  we  have  already  lost  all 
in  that  quarter. 

A  discussion  of  some  length  ensued,  in  which 
Messrs.  Cooke,  Milnos,  Walwoeth,  Buchan- 
an, Smith  of  Maryland,  Waefield,  Cook, 
Rhea,  and  Edwaeds  of  Connecticut,  took  part ; 
when  the  question  was  taken,  and  the  modifi- 
cation adopted — ayes  78. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  filling  the 
blank  with  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars, 
and  carried;  when,  the  committee  rose,  re- 
ported progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Satuedat,  April  6. 

Appropriation  lill — Repair  of  the  Gumherland 

Road. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday — the  General  Appropriation  bill. 

The  clause  to  provide  for  repairing  the  Cum- 
berland road  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  OoNDiOT  moved  to  strike  out  the  clause. 
He  said  the  United  States  had  already  ex- 
pended enormous  sums  in  the  construction  of 
this  road,  and  he  could  not  consent  to  impose 
on  his  constituents  any  further  expense  in  re- 
pairing it. 

Mr.  BEEOKENEroGE  had  not  expected  the  op- 
position which  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey 
(Mr.  Condiot)  had  made  to  the  bill,  and  the 
manner  was  as  unexpected  as  the  matter.  He 
has  said  that  he  is  unwilling  to  tax  his  constit- 
uents for  this  object.  Does  not  that  gentleman 
recollect  that  the  people  of  the  West  have  been 
from  time  to  time  heavily  taxed,  to  build  forti- 
fications on  the  seaboard,  and  support  navies, 
in  which  they  have  no  special  interest?  What 
would  that  gentleman  say,  if  we  should  avow 
that  we  would  pay  no  more  for  these  objects, 
and  urge  for  reason  that  we  are  far  enough  out 
of  the  way  of  an  enemy,  and  therefore  are  not 
disposed  to  contribute  to  the  common  defence  ? 
This  was  a  magnificent  plan  of  connecting  the 
Eastern  with  the  Western  States.  It  was  cred- 
itable to  the  munificence  and  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  he  would  not  ask  whether  it  was 
expedient  to  suffer  this  valuable  road  to  go  to  de- 
cay and  ruin,  rather  than  appropriate  this  trifiing 


sum  to  an  object  so  important.  It  was  the  com- 
mon property  of  the  nation,  audit  could  not  be 
conformable  to  the  interests  of  the  country  to 
break  the  chain  that  binds  the  Eastern  and 
Western  States  together. 

Mr.  Fakeellt  regetted  that  the  gentleman  last 
up  should  have  introduced  local  considerations 
into  this  discussion.  He  did  not  understand  in 
what  way  this  appropriation  found  its  way  into 
the  bill.  He  objected  to  the  manner  in  which 
it  had  been  brought  forward,  and  thought  it 
should  be  done  by  way  of  bill,  as  was  done  in 
the  case  of  payment  for  horses  destroyed  in  the 
Seminole  campaign.  Nor  did  he  see  how  the 
repair  of  this  road  could  come  within  the  con- 
stitutional provision  for  the  support  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. Mr.  F.  was  willing  to  go  as  far  on 
this  subject  as  the  compact  required.  The  act 
of  Congress  on  this  subject,  provided  for  the 
construction  but  not  for  the  repair  of  the  road. 
K  this  appropriation  was  made,  it  would  be  fol- 
lowed by  similar  calls  from  year  to  year  to  keep 
it  in  repair. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  explained  the  man- 
ner in  which  this  provision  had  been  introduced 
into  the  appropriation  bill,  which  was  in  conse- 
quence of  a  resolution  of  the  House,  directing 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  applying  the  unexpended 
balance  of  former  appropriations  for  this  pur- 
pose. That  committee  had  obeyed  the  direction 
of  the  House,  and  they  thought  themselves  jus- 
tified in  that  course,  when  they  knew  that 
$1,000,000  had  been  expended  by  the  United 
States  in  constructing  the  Cumberland  road, 
and  that  it  was  now  in  a  state  of  dilapidation. 
All  the  items  of  that  amount  had  been  made, 
from  time  to  time,  in  the  appropriation  bills. 
The  committee  thought  that  sum  would  be  well 
applied  in  repairing  and  protecting  what  it  had 
cost  so  large  a  sum  to  construct.  The  superin- 
tendent had  been  consulted,  and  it  appeared, 
from  his  statements,  that  the  road,  owing  to  the 
torrents,  &c.,  in  that  mountainous  country,  will 
soon  be  impassable,  unless  the  necessary  repairs 
are  made.  The  question,  therefore,  is,  whether 
you  will  throw  away  what  yon  have  already 
done,  rather  than  be  at  a  little  expense  to  sus- 
tain it. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  thought  the  same 
reasons  that  had  induced  the  Government  to 
build  the  road,  would  now  influence  them  to 
preserve  it.  He  had  recently  travelled  it,  and 
he  found  that  the  first  part  made,  wanted  but 
little  repair.  That  portion  of  it  which  was 
more  recently  constructed,  naturally  required 
attention.  The  hiUs  slide  down,  and  the  road 
is  filled  up,  so  that  repairs  are  necessary.  Mr. 
0.  contended  that  the  road  was  valuable  to  the 
United  States,  inasmuch  as  it  rendered  the  pub- 
lic lands  more  accessible ;  and  the  people  of  the 
West  had  a  right  to  expect  this  small  appro- 
priation for  such  an  object.  If  a  large  appropri- 
ation was  asked  for,  it  would  be,  perhaps,  expe- 
dient to  pause.  But  the  small  sum  of  $9,000  is 
all  that  is  now  required,  and  probably  not  even 
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SO  large  a  sum  as  that  will  be  necessary  in.  fu- 
ture years,  after  the  road  shall  have  been  thor- 
oughly completed. 

Mr.  Mall^lRY  was  also  opposed  to  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  this  clause  of  the  section. 
The  facts,  he  observed,  were  familiar  to  the 
House.  The  Government  had  expended  $1,800,- 
000  on  this  road,  and  the  policy  of  this  expen- 
diture had  been  repeatedly  confirmed.  It  was 
now  out  of  repair,  and  there  were  no  means 
provided  to  maintain  it.  The  first  question, 
then,  was,  wtether  it  was  an  object  of  sufficient 
consideration  to  authorize  this  appropriation? 
It  was  admitted  to  be  the  great  chain  to  bind 
the  East  and  West  together,  and  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  that  object  much  depended  on  the 
facUity  of  communication.  The  House  had  been 
called  on  in  this  very  bill  to  appropriate  the 
sum  of  $6,000  to  pay  John  Trumbull  for  a  na- 
tional painting.  They  had  done  it.  And  was 
it  not  an  object  at  least  as  national  and  impor- 
tant to  preserve  the  great  avenue  to  the  "West  ? 
We  annually  appropriate  thousands,  said  Mr. 
M.,  for  the  completion  of  this  stupendous  pUe, 
the  Capitol.  And  is  not  the  Cumberland  road 
as  valuable  a  monument  of  national  policy  and 
munificence  ?  When  we  appropriate  so  much 
to  construct  the  road,  he  thought  it  worth  while 
to  contribute  a  pittance  to  save  it.  The  people 
in  that  region,  Mr.  M.  contended,  had  calcu- 
lated, and  prudently  calculated,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment would  not  be  at  so  much  expense  to 
construct  the  road,  and  then  abandon  it.  He 
thought  it  was  now  ungenerous,  if  not  unjust, 
to  disappoint  their  expectations.  The  road  from 
Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg  was  a  great  thorough- 
fare for  the  State  of-  Pennsylvania;  and  it  was 
not  surprising,  therefore,  that  the  people  of  that 
State  should  not  view  the  road  with  an  eye  of 
complacency.  It  was  correct.  It  was  natural 
for  them  to  regard  primarily  their  own  inter- 
ests. But  the  nation  had  decided  in  favor  of 
the  Cumberland  road,  and  he  thought  it  was 
expedient  that  Congress  should  not  now  depart 
from  that  decision. 

Mr.  Stbwaet  rose  to  disclose  some  facts  that 
were  within  his  personal  knowledge  and  observa- 
tion. This  road  he  observed,  was  completed  the 
last  Summer.  Every  Congress,  for  the  last  ten 
or  twelve  years,  influenced  by  a  liberal  and  en- 
lightened policy,  had  appropriated  money  for 
its  construction.  It  was  now  asked,  merely  to 
apply  to  the  reparation  of  the  road  an  unex- 
pended balance  which  had  previously  been  ap- 
propriated for  its  completion,  and  a  trifling  sum 
to  erect  a  bridge.  It  was  not  expected,  with 
this  sum,  to  make  durable  repairs  of  stone,  but 
to  remove  obstructions,  and  put  it  in  passable 
repair,  nntU  Congress  should  make  some  perma- 
nent provision  on  the  subject.  In  some  places 
the  hUls  had  slipped  and  filled  the  road;  in 
others,  the  road  has  given  way  and  precipitated 
60  as  to  become  almost  impassable.  The  conse- 
quence has  been,  that  the  public  travel  and  the 
public  mail  have  been  seriously  obstructed. 
It  had  been  said  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  JFaebel- 


LT,)  that  the  people  living  on  the  road  should 
repair  it.  But  it  would  be  recoUeoted  that  this 
road  was  made  over  a  mountainous,  and,  to  a 
considerable  extent,  an  uninhabited  country. 
A  considerable  part  of  it  passes  through  Penn- 
sylvania, which,  as  a  State,  is  known  to  be  hos- 
tile to  it.  The  gentleman  (Mr.  F.)  has  stated 
that  it  is  destructive  to  Pennsylvania ;  she  has 
$600,000  of  stock  in  her  own  road,  running 
from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg;  yet  he  says 
that,  if  the  roaxi  coijld  not  support  itself  it  ought 
to  be  given  back  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania; 
this,  by  the  gentleman's  showing,  would  be  to 
give  the  lamb  to  the  keeping  of  Qie  wolf.  Such 
a  course  could  not  be  required  nor  justified. 
This  was  a  national  road.  It  was  btult  for  a 
national  purpose,  and  in  a  spirit  of  national 
munificence.  And  the  important  question  be- 
fore us  now  is,  whether  the  whole  object  for 
which  the  expense  was  incurred  shall  be  lost, 
for  want  of  a  trifle  to  repair  and  preserve  it. 
We  have  been  told,  however,  said  Mr.  S.,  that 
the  money  heretofore  appropriated  has  been 
improperly  expended.  For  the  sake  of  argu- 
ment, be  it  so ;  and  what  then  ?  Is  that  a  rea- 
son for  abandoning  the  road?  Lai'ge  sums, 
also,  have  been  appropriated  for  the  erection  of 
the  spacious  building  in  which  we  sit.  But 
shall  we  stop  the  work  because  it  may  be  sug- 
gested that  some  of  the  agents  employed  had 
been  unfaithful  to  their  trust  ?  Should  we  re- 
linquish the  completion  of  this  stupendous  fab- 
ric, and  leave  it  roofless,  merely  because  there 
may  have  been  extravagance  and  want  of  econ- 
omy in  the  application  of  the  public  moneys? 

Mr.  Baldwin  remarked  that,  when  it  was 
stated  that  two  counties  had  produced  371,000 
barrels  of  flom-  and  28,000  barrels  of  whiskey 
in  a  year  for  market,  he  thought  it  was  too  much 
to  say  that  they  were  so  poor  that  they  could 
not  repair  the  slip  of  hiU.  that  had  fallen  into 
the  road.  When  a  particular  object  was  to  be 
carried,  it  was  not  uncommon  to  excite  a  clam- 
or, in  order  that  the  real  question  might  be  lost 
sight  of.  The  cry  of  mad  dog  was  raised,  the 
better  to  elude  inquiry.  The  gentleman  in  fa- 
vor of  the  appropriation  had  talked  much  of 
this  as  a  national  road  and  a  national  object,, 
and  of  the  illiberal,  local  views  of  those  who 
oppose  it.  But  gentlemen  should  recollect  that 
there  is  a  wide  difference  between  the  victims 
and  the  favorites  of  the  Government.  This 
road  had  gone  far  to  desolate  ninety  miles  of 
the  mountainous  part  of  Pennsylvania.  Was  it 
then  to  be  expected  that  it  could  be  viewed  by 
that  State  with  indifference?  Even  the  worm 
that  is  trod  on  has  the  right  to  groan.  When 
the  last  appropriation  was  made  for  the  Cum- 
berland road,  a  pledge  was  given  that  no  more 
should  be  asked  for.  But  now  it  is  openly 
avowed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr. 
Campbeix,)  that  this  is  to  be  followed  by  future 
appropriations,  and  to  be  sustained  by  the  na- 
tion as  a  perpetual  charity.  And  why  should 
this  be  done  ?  If  it  is  so  valuable,  why  can  it 
not  support  itself?     Where  the  Cumberland 
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road  passes  over  the  mountains,  the  country  is 
not  more  barren  than  the  corresponding  coun- 
ty where  the  Pennsylvania  road  crosses  them. 
But  we  are  told  that  this  is  a  connecting  chain 
that  binds  together  the  East  and  the  West.  It 
is  a  singular  chain,  indeed,  that  is  broken  in  the 
middle.  What  is  the  situation  of  the  road  be- 
tween Hagerstown  and  Boonsborough  ?  Little 
better  than  a  mud  hole  or  a  swamp.  This  is  a 
part  of  the  chain.  And  where  are  the  chains  to 
connect  the  other  parts  of  the  country?  By 
what  national  road  are  the  North  and  the  South 
connected?  What  national  road  runs  to  the 
East?  Is  this  the  only  national  object  which 
the  Government  is  authorized  to  foster  ?  The 
House  are  now  to  decide  an  important  question 
— Whether  a  part  of  the  country  that  lives  upon 
and  grows  rich  by  this  road,  shall  be  exempted 
from  the  expense  of  keeping  it  in  repair  ? 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was  further  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  Woodcock,  of  New  York,  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  Weight,  and  Mr.  Waefield, 
when  the  question  was  taken  thereon,  and  car- 
ried— ayes  70. 


Monday,  April  8. 
Territory  of  Florida — The  Temporary  Act  for 
its  Oovemment — President's  Understanding 
of  the  Act,  which  was  to  continue  the  Existing 
Spanish  Government,  administered  hy  our 
Officers,  until  Congress  had  timeio  Provide 
Territorial  Government  more  Congenial  to 
our  own  Institutions. 

A  Message  from  the  Peesidbnt  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  received  on  Saturday  last,  was  read, 
and  is  as  follows : 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 

I  comnmnicate  herewith  to  the  House  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  containing  information  request- 
ed by  their  resolution  of  the  5th  ultimo. 

It  may  be  proper  further  to  add,  that  the  secreta- 
ries of  both  the  Territories  have  occasionally  re- 
quired and  received  the  aid  of  the  military  force  of 
the  United  States,  stationed  within  them,  respective- 
ly, to  cany  into  effect  the  acts  of  their  authority. 

The  government  of  East  and  West  Florida  was, 
under  the  Spanish  dominion,  almost  exclusively  mili- 
tary ;  the  governors  of  both  were  military  officers, 
and  united  in  tlieir  persons  the  chief  authority,  both 
civil  and  military. 

The  principle  upon  which  the  act  pf  Congress,  of 
the  last  session,  providing  for  the  temporary  govern- 
ment of  the  newly  ceded  provinces,  was  carried  into 
execution,  has  been  communicated  to  Congress  in 
my  Message  at  the  opening  of  the  session.  It  was 
to  leave  the  authorities  of  the  country,  as  they  were 
found  existing  at  the  time  of  the  cession,  to  be  exer- 
cised until  the  meeting  of  Congress,  when  it  was 
known  that  the  introduction  of  a  system,  more  con- 
genial to  our  own  institutions,  would  be  one  of  the 
earliest  and  most  important  subjects  of  their  deliber- 
ations. From  this,  among  other  obvious  considera- 
tions, military  officers  were  appointed  to  take  pos- 
session of  both  provinces.  But,  as  the  military  com- 
mand of  General  Jackson  was  to  cease  on  the  1st  of 


June,  General  Gaines,  the  officer  next  in  comn 
then  here,  who  was  first  designated  to  take  posse 
of  East  Florida,  received  from  me  a  verbal  due 
to  give  such  effect  to  any  requisition  from_  the 
emor  for  military  aid,  to  enforce  his  authority,  a: 
circumstances  might  require.  It  was  not  fort 
that  the  command  in  both  the  provinces  would 
fore  ftirther  legislation  by  Congress  on  that  sut 
devolve  upon  the  secretaries  of  the  Territories, 
had  it  been  foreseen,  the  same  direction  would 
been  given  as  appHcable  to  them. 

No  authority  has  been  given  to  either  of  the  s 
taries  to  issue  commands  to  that  portion  of  the  A 
which  is  in  Florida;  and  whenever  the  aid  of 
military  has  been  required  by  them,  it  has  bee 
written  requisitions  to  the  officers  commanding 
troops,  who  have  yielded  compliance  thereto,  do 
less  under  the  directions  received  from  Ger 
Gaines,  as  understood  by  him  to  be  authorized. 

Shortly  before  the  meeting  of  Congress,  a  1( 
was  received  at  the  War  Department  from  Col 
Brooke,  the  officer  commanding  at  Pensacola, 
questing  instructions  how  far  he  was  to  consider  t 
requisitions  as  authoritative ;  but  the  assurance 
a  new  organization  of  the  government  was  imn 
ately  to  be  authorized  by  Congress,  was  a  motivi 
superseding  any  specific  decision  upon  the  inquii 
JAMES  MONRO] 

Washington,  April  5,  1822. 

Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings. ' 

Mr.  Blaokledgb  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings,  who  were  instructed  "to 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  transferring 
duties  heretofore  performed  by  the  Comi 
sioner  of  the  Public  Buildings  to  the  princ 
architect,"  made  a  report  thereon,  accon 
nied  by  a  bill  fixing  the  compensation  of 
said  commissioner ;  which  bill  was  read  tw 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wh 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Buildings,  to  wl 
was  referred  a  resolution  of  the  2d  of  April  inst 
directing  an  inquiry  to  be  made  "  into  the  expedie 
of  transferring  the  duties  heretofore  performed 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Buildings  to  the  p 
cipal  architect,"  report : 

That,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  1 
day  of  July,  1790,  the  President  of  the  United  St 
was  authorized  to  appoint,  and  keep  in  appointn 
so  long  as  might  be  necessary,  three  commissioi] 
whose  duty,  among  other  things,  it  was  made  by 
said  act,  (according  to  such  plans  as  the  Presi( 
should  approve,)  to  provide  suitable  buildings  for 
accommodation  of  Congress,  and  of  the  Presid 
and  for  the  public  offices  of  the  Government  of 
United  States.  The  office  of  the  commissioners, 
ated  by  the  above-mentioned  act,  was  abolished 
an  act  of  Congress  passed  on  the  first  day  of  IV 
A.  D.  1802  ;  and  the  affairs  of  the  city  of  Wash; 
ton,  which  had  been  under  the  care  and  superints 
ence  of  the  commissioners,  were  placed  under 
direction  of  a  superintendent,  appointed  by  and  ac 
under  the  control  of  the  President  of  the  Un 
States.  The  superintendent  was  invested  with 
the  powers,  and  charged  with  the  performance  oi 
the  duties  of  the  commissioners,  by  or  in  virtu 
any  act  of  Congress,  or  any  act  of  the  General 
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sembly  of  Maryland,  or  any  deed  or  deeds  of  trust 
from  the  original  proprietors  of  the  lots  in  the  said 
city,  or  in  any  other  manner  whatever.  The  salary 
of  the  superintendent  was  fixed  by  the  act  of  the  3d 
of  March,  1803,  at  twelve  hundred  dollars  per  an- 
num, besides  contingent  expenses. 

By  the  act  of  April  29th,  1806,  the  office  of  super- 
intendent was  abolished,  and  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate, 
was  required  to  appoint  one  commissioner,  who  shall 
hold  no  other  office  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States ;  who  is  allowed  a  salary  of  two  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  who  shall  perform  all  the  duties  with  which 
the  three  commissioners  were  charged,  and  the  du- 
ties of  the  superintendent.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Public  Buildings  to  select  and  ap- 
point the  architect  and  all  other  agents  engaged  in 
the  public  buildings,  to  fix  their  compensation,  to 
determine  the  number  and  description  of  workmen  to 
be  employed,  and  their  pay,  to  provide  and  purchase 
materials,  to  inspect  the  plans  and  execution  of  the 
work,  and  to  have  the  general  regulation  and  super- 
intendence of  the  whole.  It  is  his  duty  to  make  all 
the  disbursements  of  money,  either  on  account  of 
labor  or  materials,  to  procure  regular  vouchers  for 
the  same,  and  to  account  at  the  Treasury  for  all  sums 
appropriated  to  objects  within  his  department.  It  is 
also  his  duty,  as  superintendent  of  tile  city  of  Wash- 
ington, to  see  that  the  plan  and  regulations  are  ob- 
served, to  attend  to  the  sale  of  public  lots,  to  collect 
and  account  for  the  proceeds  thereof,  to  make,  under 
certain  circumstances,  streets  through,  and  footways 
in  front  of  the  public  grounds,  and  to  have  the  care 
and  management  of  those  grounds.  It  is  also  under- 
stood, that  the  United  States  are  parties  to  the  sev- 
eral suits  now  pending  to  try  the  right  to  the  property 
in  the  city  of  Washington,  of  a  considerable  amoimt, 
the  care  and  management  of  which  suits  appertain  to 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Buildings. .  It  may 
not  be  thought  irrelevant  here  to  refer  to  a  report 
made  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings,  to 
the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  during  the  present 
session,  in  relation  to  the  public  lands  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  by  which  it  appears,  "  that  of  the  build- 
ing lots  there  remain  unsold  about  the  number  of 
6,150,  the  reservations,  containing  together  541 
acres,  1  rood  and  29  perches,  or  23,584,745  square 
feet,  equal  to  4,479-J-  standard  lots ;  that  the  aver- 
age price  of  the  public  lots  heretofore  sold  is  $180  per 
lot,  and  at  this  valuation  the  whole  of  the  grounds 
belonging  to  the  United  States  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, amount  to  one  million  seven  hundred  and 
thirty-three  thousand  three  hundred  and  ten  dollars." 
There  is  no  such  officer  created  by  law  as  an  archi- 
tect of  the  public  buildings,  but  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings  to  employ  an  ar- 
chitect, when  necessary,  as  it  is  his  duty  likewise  to 
employ  all  other  necessary  agents ;  and  when  the 
public  buildings  shall  be  completed,  the  services  of 
an  architect  may  be  dispensed  with.  From  the  view 
which  the  committee  have  taken  of  the  duties  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Public  Buildings,  taking  into 
consideration  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  public 
property  subject  to  his  care  and  management,  they 
cannot  resist  the  impression  that  the  office  is  a  neces- 
sary one,  that  its  duties  are  important,  and  that  it  is 
inexpedient  to  transfer  them,  as  proposed  by  the  res- 
olution. The  committee,  however,  being  anxious  to 
retrench  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money,  where 
it  may  be  done  without  sacrifice  of  the  pubUe  inter- 


est, and  believing  that  the  duties  of  the  Commission- 
er of  the  Pubhc  Buildings  are  less  arduous  than  they 
formerly  were,  in  consequence  of  the  progress  made 
towards  the  completion  of  the  buildings,  recommend 
a  reduction  of  the  salary  of  the  conomissioner  to  the 
sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  and  for 
that  purpose  have  directed  that  a  bill  be  reported. 

Monument  to  Baron  De  Kalb. 
Mr.  "Weight,  pursuant  to  notice,  asked  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  toi  erect  a  monument  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  Baron  De  Kalb.  Mr.  W. 
produced  the  proceedings  of  Congress  of  1780, 
as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  a  monument  be  erected  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  Major  General  Baron  De  Ealb, 
in  the  city  of  Annapolis,  in  the  State  of  Maryland, 
with  the  following  inscription : 

Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  the  Baron  De  Kalb, 

Knight  of  the  Royal  Order  of  Military  Merit, 

Brigadier  of  the  Armies  of  France, 

and 

Major  General  in  the  Service  of  the 

United  States  of  America. 

Having  served,  with  honor  and  reputation, 

for  three  years, 

He  gave  a  last  and  glorious  proof 

of  his  attachment  to  the  liberties 

of  mankind  and  the  cause  of  America, 

In  the  action  near  Camden,  in  the  State  of  S.  Carolina, 

On  the  16th  April,  1780. 

When,  leading  on  the  troops  of 

the  Maryland  and  Delaware  Lines 

against  superior  numbers, 

And  animating  them  by  his  example, 

to  deeds  of  valor. 

He  was  pierced  with  many  wounds, 

and  on  the  19th  following  expired, 

in  the  48th  year  of  his  age. 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

In  gratitude  to  his 

zeal,  services,  and  merit,  have  decreed 

This  Monument. 

Having  read  this  resolution,  Mr.  W.  said  he 
believed  it  to  be  his  duty,  as  a  Eepresentative 
of  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  fulfil  the  engage- 
ment of  those  patriots  of  the  Eevolution  who 
achieved  our  independence,  in  a.  case  like  this, 
where  they  intended  to  honor  a  hero  of  a  for- 
eign clime,  who  shed  his  blood  for  the  liberties 
of  America ;  especially  as,  in  doing  this,  they 
perpetuate  the  services  of  the  Maryland  and 
Delaware  lines,  who  distinguished  themselves 
on  that  occasion.  The  small  sum  requisite  to 
do  this  business,  he  was  sure,  would  not  influ- 
ence any  member  of  the  House  against  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  grateful  intentions  of  those 
patriots  who  declared  us  independent. 

[The  House  refused  to  consider  Mr.  "W.'s  mo- 
tion— ayes  26.] 

Appropriation  Bill — Stoppage  of  Pay  to 
Befaulterrs. 

Mr.  Cooke  submited  the  following  as  a  proviso 
to  the  bin : 
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"  Provided,  however,  That  no  money  appropriated  by 
this  act  shall  be  paid  to  any  person  for  his  compensa^ 
tion,  who  is  in  arrears  to  the  United  States,  until 
such  person  shall  have  accounted  for,  and  paid  into 
the  Treasury,  all  sums  for  which  he  may  be  liable." 

The  question  being  taken  on  this  proviso  it 
was  carried  without  a  division. 

The  committee,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill  as 
amended.  

Tuesday,  April  9. 
Prohibition  of  Advances,  unless  in  Extraordi- 
nary Cases,  and  Prompt  Settlement  of  Public 
Accounts. 

Mr.  Bassett  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

Resolved,  That  in  all  future  transactions  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, either  where  services  are  to  be  rendered,  or 
supplies  furnished,  no  money  shall  be  advanced  by  the 
Government,  or  payments  made,  but  in  exact  propor- 
tion to  work  done,  or  services  rendered,  or  supplies 
furnished,  before  such  payment. 

Resolved^  That  when  any  officer,  or  other  agent  of 
the  Government,  shall  &il  to  settle  his  accounts  with- 
in the  period  prescribed  therefor,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Secretary,  or  the  bead  of  the  Department  in 
which  it  shall  occur,  to  dismiss  such  officer  immedi- 
ately, and  in  those  cases  where  the  power  to  dismiss 
is  not  iu  the  head  of  the  Department,  it  is  hereby 
made  his  duty  to  report  such  case  to  the  President, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  dismiss  such  officer  or  agent 
from  the  service  of  the  Government. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  may,  for  the  payment 
of  pensions,  military  pay,  and  supplies,  order  such  ad- 
vances to  be  made  as  the  public  service  may  imperi- 
ously require,  and  shall  have  like  power  to  order  such 
necessary  advances  as  the  public  good  may  imperi- 
ously require  in  the  remoter  points  of  the  United 
States,  or  without  the  United  States,  but  no  such  ad- 
vances shall  be  made  on  contracts  hereafter  to  be 
made  with  the  Government ;  all  advances  made  under 
this  authority  shall  be  accounted  for  within  the  period 
prescribed,  and  shall,  on  failure,  be  subject  to  the 
penalties  prescribed  in  other  cases. 

Resolved,  That  all  officers,  agents,  or  contractors, 
of  the  Government,  shall,  if  within  two  hundred  miles 
of  the  seat  of  Government,  settle  their  accounts  once 
in  every  quarter ;  if  within  four  hundred  miles,  in  four 
months  ;  if  within  five  hundred,  five  months  ;  if 
within  the  United  States,  six  months.  And  all  such 
officers  or  agents  of  the  Government,  to  whom  it  may 
be  necessary  to  advance  money  without  the  United 
States,  shall  be  held  to  make  settlement  in  three 
months  after  their  return  to  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  heads  of  Depart- 
ments apply  these  principles,  in  an  equitable  manner, 
to  all  persons  now  indebted  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  B.  explained  briefly  his  views  in  offering 
the  resolutions,  and  concluded  by  moving  that 
the  same  be  laid  on  the  table ;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Appropriation  Bill. 

The  House  then  agreed  to  resume  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1822  ; 
and  the  immediate  question  was,  upon  a  concur- 
rence with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  strik- 


ing out  the  appropriation  for  the  repair  ol 
Cumberland  road. 

Mr.  F.  Jones  concluded  his  speech  ot  ye 
day,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
question ;  which  were  thereupon  ordered. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  should  make  no  s 
ogy  for  rising  to  address  the  House  upon 
present  occasion.  The  character  of  Pem 
vania,  he  said,  had  been  attacked,  and  her  vi 
had  been  misrepresented,  by  honorable  gei 
men  upon  this  floor ;  and  he  should  feel  him 
utterly  unworthy  of  the  trust  reposed  in  ] 
as  one  of  her  representatives,  if,  after  what 
been  said,  he  were  not  to  stand  forth  in  hei 
fence. 

As  it  often  happened,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  : 
are  most  afflicted  by  imaginary  diseases,  s 
occurs  that  they  most  dread  imaginary  dang 
This  has  been  the  case  with  the  gentleman  f 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Jones.)  He  has  been  grapp 
with  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  as  though 
stood  ready  to  hurl  the  mountain  into  the  C 
berland  road,  described  by  the  gentleman  f 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Batlt,)  and  he  were  the  A 
who  could  sustain  it  upon  his  shoulders, 
thus  make  the  attempt  unavailing.  This  fa 
of  the  gentleman  has  produced  an  excel 
speech.  Indeed,  without  much  imagination 
ardor  of  feeling  there  can  be  but  little  eloqnei 
Let  me,  however,  assure  that  gentleman  and 
House,  that  neither  Pennsylvania  nor  her  re] 
sentatives  dream  of  the  destruction  of  the  C' 
berland  road. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Jon 
and  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  B 
DIN,)  have  ingeniously  attempted  to  connect 
grant  of  this  appropriation  with  the  preserva 
or  destruction  of  this  road.  They  have  as 
us  if  we  will  now  destroy  that  great  natii 
work — if  we  wiU  close  the  avenues  which  1 
the  intercourse  open  between  the  East  and 
West.  I  answer,  we  will  not.  We  all  a^ 
that  the  road  should  be  preserved.  The  qnes 
now  to  be  determined  by  this  House,  is 
whether  the  road  shall  be  destroyed,  but 
whom  shall  it  be  repaired?  whether  by 
United  States,  or  by  the  people  who  use, 
for  whose  benefit  it  was  constructed. 
National  Government  have  made  the  road  a 
expense  of  $1,000,000.  Notwithstanding 
that  has  been  said  by  gentlemen  about  the 
istence  of  a  compact  for  that  purpose,  it  : 
appears  that  five-sixths  of  this  enormous  ex; 
diture  has  been  pure  bounty.  It  has  1 
stated,  and  not  contradicted,  that  the  two 
cent,  upon  the  Whole  amount  of  the  sale 
lands  of  Ohio,  which  was  the  sum  pledgee 
the  purpose  of  making  a  road,  does  not  ex 
$300,000.  The  United  States  then,  in  the 
struction  of  the  Cumberland  road,  have  1 
actuated  by  the  most  liberal  policy  towardi 
people  of  the  West. 

What  has  been  the  principal  argument  u 
by  gentlemen  friendly  to  this  appropriatio: 
induce  us  to  keep  the  road  in  repair  ?  In 
opinion  it  is  one  of  the  most  wonderful  w 
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has  ever  been  presented  to  this  House.  Say 
they,  because  you  have  made  the  road,  you 
should,  therefore,  be  at  the  expense  of  supporting 
it.  Is  not  this  a  conclusion  directly  the  reverse 
of  one  wliich  would  naturally  flow  from  the 
premises?  If  we  have  been  so  generous  as  to 
make  a  road  for  you,  ought  yon  not,  at  least,  to 
keep  it  in  repair  ?  If  toUs  could  not  be  col- 
lected upon  it  sufllcient  for  its  preservation,  there 
would  be  some  force  in  the  argument.  This, 
however,  is  not  pretended.  Indeed,  we  should 
be  almost  induced  to  believe,  from  the  represen- 
tations of  its  friends,  if  we  did  not  know  to  the 
contrary,  that  it  was  the  only  road  which  con- 
nects the  West  with  the  East. 

In  what  estimation  would  an  individual  be 
held  who  had  received  as  a  free  gift  a  valuable 
farm,  if,  when,  in  the  lapse  of  time,  it  needed 
repairs,  he  should  demand  from  his  benefactor 
the  sum  which  they  might  cost,  and  assign  his 
generosity  in  conferring  the  original  bounty,  as 
a  reason  why  he  was  bound  to  satisfy  this  new 
claim?  The  present  is  a  case  precisely  parallel 
with  the  one  now  before  the  House,  so  far  as  it 
goes.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Haedin,)  and  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
(Mr.  Jokes),  have  gone  still  further,  and  have 
attributed  not  only  to  my  colleagues  who  have 
heretofore  addressed  you  on  this  subject,  but  to 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  generally,  a  selfish 
and  illiberal  policy,  because  they  have  resisted 
this  unreasonable  demand.  With  what  justice 
the  charge  has  been  made  remains  for  this  House 
to  determine. 

Gentlemen  have  instituted  comparisons  be- 
tween the  amount  of  public  money  expended 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people  in  the  East  and 
in  the  West.  As  a  present  consolation  for  the 
disparity  in  this  respect,  which  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Haedin)  supposes  to  exist 
in  favor  of  the  East,  he  has  predicted  that  the 
day  will  ere  long  arrive  when  the  weight  of 
power  shall  be  transferred  to  the  West.  It  is 
because  my  feelings  are  all  friendly  to  that  por- 
tion of  our  Union,  that  I  dislike  to  hear  such 
sentiments  from  sources  so  respectable.  Gentle- 
men, without  intending  it  I  am  convinced,  have 
been  thus  endeavoring  to  excite  jealousies  be- 
tween people,  whose  feelings  and  whose  com- 
mon interests  are  both  precisely  the  same. 

With  what  justice  has  it  been  contended  by 
gentlemen,  that  the  money  expended  in  the 
construction  of  a  navy,  has  been  exclusively  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Eastern  section  of  the  Union  ? 
Although  it  is  now  generally  admitted  that  a 
navy  is  the  best  defence  for  all  parts  of  the 
Union,  yet  it  is  peculiarly  the  bulwark  of  the 
country  west  of  the  Alleghany  mountains. 
The  extent  of  coast  upon  the  Atlantic,  would 
render  it  impracticable  for  any  hostile  naval 
force  altogether  to  prevent  us  from  sending  a 
portion  of  our  produce  to  market ;  but  let  the  I 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi  be  blockaded  by  a  I 
force  of  that  description,  superior  to  our  own,  ] 
and,  I  ask,  what  will  become  of  all  the  surplus 
agricultural  productions  of  the  vast  and  fertile  | 


valley  watered  by  that  river  and  its  tributary 
streams  ?  The  truth  is,  we  are  all  so  connect- 
ed together  by  our  interest,  as  to  place  us  in  a 
state  of  mutual  dependence  upon  each  other, 
and  to  make  that  which  is  for  the  interest  of 
any  one  member  of  the  federal  family  benefi- 
cial, in  most  instances,  to  aU  the  rest.  We 
never  can  be  divided  without  first  being  guilty 
of  political  suicide.  The  prosperity  of  all  the 
States  depends  as  much  upon  their  Union  as  the 
human  life  depends  upon  that  of  the  soul  and 
the  body. 

The  State  of  Pennsylvania,  about  the  illiber- 
ality  of  whose  views  on  this  subject  so  much 
has  been  said,  never  has  acted  towards  you  in 
the  manner  those  interested  in  the  Cumberland 
road  have  done.  Had  you  advanced  us  the 
money  to  construct  a  road  which  would  have 
been  advantageous  to  our  citizens  generally, 
you  should  never  afterwards  have  been  asked 
to  advance  money  to  keep  it  in  repair.  We 
should  have  considered  such  a  request  both 
ungrateful  and  unjust.  The  citizens  of  that 
State,  with  the  aid  which  she  has  liberally  be- 
stowed, have  already  completed  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  seven  miles  of  turnpike  road,  of 
which  about  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  are  of 
solid  stone.  Laws  have  been  passed  for  the 
construction  of  seven  hundred  and  fourteen 
miles  more.  The  State  has  expended  upon  these 
objects  $1,361,542,  and  individuals,  $4,158,347. 
One  of  these  roads  runs  nearly  parallel  with 
the  Cumberland  road,  and  connects  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  with  that  of  Pittsburg.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  two  years  ago,  found 
this  road  to  be  a  bad  one.  The  temper  of 
mind  with  which  people  travel  has  a  wonderful 
effect  upon  their  judgment  of  the  road,  and  I 
fear  this  cause  has  operated,  in  no  small  de- 
gree, upon  the  mind  of  my  honorable  friend. 

It  is  expected  that  this  road,  as  well  as  all  oth- 
ers of  the  same  kind  in  Pennsylvania,  shall  not 
only  support  itself,  but  yield  some  small  divi- 
dend upon  the  stock  subscribed  for  its  construc- 
tion. I  ask,  then,  with  what  justice  towards 
that  State  can  you  repair  the  Cumberland  road 
out  of  the  Treasury,  and  make  it  perfectly  free  ? 
Even  after  you  shall  have  placed  toll  gates  upon 
it,  there  will  be  no  fair  competition.  No  more 
toll  wm  be  collected  upon  it  than  will  be  neces- 
sary for  its  preservation,  whilst  our  road,  in 
addition  to  that  amount,  must  pay  an  interest 
to  the  State,  and  to  the  stockholders.  With 
what  propriety,  then,  can  Pennsylvania  be  cen- 
sured for  maintaining  the  principle,  that  those 
who  travel  upon  the  Cumberland  road,  and  are 
most  interested  in  its  preservation,  should  keep 
it  in  repair.  She  does  not  deserve,  at  your 
hands,  that  you  should  give  a  premium  out  of 
the  public  treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  divert- 
ing travellers  away  from  her  road,  and  inducing 
them  to  use  another  which  is  in  no  respect 
superior.  It  will  not  be  denied  but  that,  in 
times  of  trial,  she  has  both  fought  and  paid 
with  as  much  alacrity  as  any  other  State  in  the 
Union. 
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Notwithstanding  all  that  has  heen  said,  I  be- 
lieve, as  firmly  as  I  do  in  my  existence,  that  the 
friends  of  this  road  might  with  safety  retrocede 
it  to  Pennsylvania.  It  would  not  be  delivering 
up  the  lamb  to  the  wolf,  to  use  the  "expression 
of  an  honorable  gentleman.  Pennsylvania  is 
now  no  more  governed  by  a  selfish  policy,  than 
when  she  ceded  to  the  United  States  the  soil 
over  which  the  road  passes.  She  then  under- 
stood her  true  interest  as  well  as  now.  There 
certainly  has  been  nothing  in  her  conduct  since, 
which  could  induce  a  rational  belief  that  she 
would  destroy  this  great  public  work,  if  it  were 
placed  in  her  power.  In  that  case  she  would 
do  nothing  more  than  impose  a  toll  upon  it, 
sufficient  to  create  a  fair  competition  between 
it  and  her  own  road ;  and  then  leave  the  pub- 
lic to  decide  which  they  would  use.  We  do 
not,  however,  ask  for  a  retrocession;  all  we 
desire  is,  that  the  road  may  hereafter  support 
itself,  and  not  be  a  perpetual  drain  npon  the 
public  treasury. 

The  existence  of  this  road,  I  can  assure  gen- 
tlemen, is  not  a  subject  of  such  alarm  to  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  nor  to  her  metropolis, 
as  they  suppose.  Whilst  Philadelphia  shall  de- 
serve the  character  which  she  has  so  justly  ac- 
quired for  commercial  integrity,  she  will  always 
find  customers  in  the  West,  no  matter  over 
what  road  they  may  travel.  Her  experience 
has  already  proved  the  truth  of  this  assertion. 
It  is  devoutly  to  be  wished,  both  for  the  sake 
of  her  merchants  and  those  of  the- West,  that, 
hereafter,  the  latter  may  be  able  to  comply 
with  their  contracts  better  than  they  have  done 
heretofore.  In  making  this  observation,  I  have 
not  the  most  remote  intention  of  giving  ofience, 
because  I  know  that  the  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments of  people  of  the  West  arose  from  causes, 
the  operation  of  which  they  did  not  at  first 
foresee,  and  could  not  afterwards  control. 

We  have  all,  then,  arrived  at  this  conclusion, 
that  the  road  shall  not  be  sufiered  to  go  to  ruin. 
Whatever  doubts  may  at  present  be  enter- 
tained, either  of  the  policy  of  its  original  con- 
struction or  location,  about  which  I  have  my 
own  opinion,  we  must  not  now  allow  it  to  be  de- 
stroyed. Before  toll  can  with  justice  be  de- 
manded from  travellers,  it  must  be  repaired. 
The  mountain,  which  it  is  said  has  slid  down 
into  it,  must  be  removed.  Prom  motives  of 
generosity  to  people  of  the  West,  and  not  of 
justice,  I  am,  therefore,  free  to  acknowledge, 
that  I  am  willing  a  provision  shall  be  intro- 
duced into  the  bill  for  the  collection  of  toUs, 
appropriating  to  the  road  this  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  $9,194  25.  After,  however,  we  shall 
have  given  them  that  amount  and  our  blessing, 
it  should  be  explicitly  understood  that  we  sh^ 
never  again  hear  any  more  demands  for  money 
from  that  quarter  on  the  same  account. 

Mr.  Batlt,  of  Maryland,  said :  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  have  not  heretofore  occupied  as  much  of  your 
time  upon  the  floor  as  some  other  gentlemen 
have  done,  but  shall,  upon  this  question,  give 
you  a  little  of  my  slang.    I  consider  this  road  a 


great  national  object.  Some  gentlemen 
the  liberty  of  talking  a  great  deal  wit 
knowing  much  of  the  subject,  and  some  o 
newspapers  have  styled  this  the  wisest 
gress  we  have  ever  had ;  and,  if  being  dih 
in  action  is  a  mark  of  wisdom,  it  is  emin. 
entitled  to  that  appellation — in  truth,  we 
talking  people,  and  take  a  long  time  to  con 
upon  the'  most  trifling  appropriation.  Wl 
this  $9,000,  compared  with  its  object?  L 
give  it  to  them  to  make  a  good  road,  which 
facilitate  the  intercourse  between  the  Easi 
the  West,  and  diffuse  knowledge.  Some  o: 
brothers  in  the  West  must  stand  in  need  o 
telligence,  otherwise  they  would  not  oppos( 
completion  of  this  road.  If  we  have  not 
means  of  communication,  we  shall  in  timt 
come  divided,  and  think  we  have  separate 
distinct  interests.  The  Union  cannot  be 
served,  except  by  commercial  intercourse, 
a  free  and  easy  commerce  will  always  kee 
united.  Why  was  Alexander  called  "  Ale 
der  the  Great  ?"  Not  solely  because  he 
quered  the  world,  but  because  he  conne 
together  all  parts  of  the  world,  in  a  gi 
commercial  system — he  built  Alexandria, 
associated  his  name  with  the  great  systei 
international  knowledge  and  profit,  of  whic 
was  the  author.  That  is  the  true  reason  he 
been  universally  called  the  Great.  Nat 
whose  interests  are  not  united  by  commc 
become  prejudiced,  and  despise  and  kill  ( 
other. 

Pennsylvania,  from  her  opposition,  w 
seem  more  willing  to  put  a  mountain  in 
middle  of  the  Cumberland  road,  than  to  re 
it.  A  large  portion  of  that  State  does  not, 
never  did,  like  this  road ;  that  is,  the  Pittsl 
interest  does  not,  because  it  does  not 
through  that  town.  Is  this  road  exclusi 
advantageous  to  that  part  of  Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia?  That  is  the  question  with  tl 
I  am  myself  perfectly  disinterested,  living  t 
the  Atlantic,  having  never  been  on  this  r 
and  perhaps  never  shall,  for  I  have  no  intei 
as  yet  of  becoming  an  emigrant,  and  re 
that,  at  present,  such  a  mania  prevails  in 
Atlantic  States,  of  sinking  fortunes  in  the  v 
ern  wilds ;  but  I  have  no  doubt  that,  in  t 
the  tide  will  change,  and  these  emigrants 
see  their  error,  and  wish  to  return  to  the 
lightful  land  of  their  fathers,  and  then  let  t 
have  a  good  road  and  bridges  to  facilitate  f 
return.  The  distinctions  of  Northern,  Easi 
and  Western,  or  men  of  the  woods,  shouh 
deprecated.  We  should  be  but  one  pec 
Americans — and  this  desirable  object  is  t( 
attained  and  preserved  only  by  keeping  uj 
easy  and  comfortable  communication,  and 
ciprooating  benefits  and  favors  to  one  anof 
and  then  we  shall  find  that  we  think,  feel, 
speak  alike.  Ecod !  then  we  shall  be  very  { 
friends.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  only  speak  in 
language  of  our  brethren  from  the  West, 
is  a  greqj;  national  object,  and  connected  ■ 
the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal,  which 
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be  easily  eflfected,  will  unite,  by  an  easy  pas- 
sage, the  Western  covmtry  with  the  whole  At- 
lantic coast.  New  York  is  cutting  a  magnifi- 
cent canal,  for  which  she  is  entitled  to  great 
credit,  but  some  of  her  great  men  here  think 
that  it  goes  round  the  world,  and  that  no  other 
national  improvement  is  worthy  consideration. 
Her  politics  seem  to  be  bounded  by  De  Witt 
Clinton  and  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  and  all  public 
iinprovements  to  end  with  this  canal.  She  has 
wise  men  too,  wiser,  no  doubt,  than  she  has 
sent  here  for  these  two  or  three  years.  How- 
ever, that  State  is  great  in  resources,  but  she 
has  received  a  little  help  in  making  her  canal 
by  her  salt,  and  Saratoga  waters,  and  tax  upon 
travellers  in  steamboats.  But  this  has  not 
much  to  do  with  the  subject.  This  road  ought 
to  be  repaired,  and  then  kept  up  by  a  toll. 
There  should  likewise  be  a  good  bridge  over 
the  Monongahela ;  and,  instead  of  forty  thou- 
sand dollars  to  build  a  wooden  one,  there 
should  be  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  to 
make  a  good  substantial  stone  bridge — a  good 
road,  bridges,  and  canals,  connecting  the  East 
with  the  West,  will  enable  all  parts  of  the 
country  to  lend  speedy  aid  and  assistance  to 
each  other,  when  they  shall  stand  in  need  in 
the  hour  of  battle. 

The  objection  against  making  this  appropria- 
tion upon  constitutional  ground,  comes  too 
late ;  the  road  and  bridges  are  nearly  finished, 
and  the  appropriations  heretofore  made  have 
been  sanctioned  by  Presidents  Jefferson,  Madi- 
son, and  Monroe,  and  by  many  Congresses. 
There  is,  however,  now,  rarely  an  appropi-ia- 
tion  that  can  be  thought  of,  but  some  gentle- 
man has  constitutional  scruples,  and  one  would 
suppose  that,  in  Virginia,  from  the  nice  scru- 
ples manifested  by  some  of  her  members,  that 
it  is  there  thought!  to  be  unconstitutional  to 
have  or  to  travel  upon  a  good  road.  Mr.  B. 
said,  that  he  had  merely  risen  to  assist  his 
Western  brethren,  that  he  had  not  any  personal 
interest  in  the  business,  and  that  he  believed 
that  the  gentleman  from  Eichmond  here,  (who 
sat  before  him,)  was  in  the  same  situation,  and 
that  he  hoped  that  he  would  lay  aside  his  con- 
stitutional scruples,  and  lend  his  assistance. 

Mr.  Chambees,  of  Ohio,  observed,  that  he 
regretted  much  to  rise  at  that  period  of  the 
debate,  and  swell  the  list  of  speakers  on  the 
subject  before  the  House,  but,  lest  he  should  be 
thought  indifferent  to  the  fate  of  the  present 
question,  he  felt  it  a  duty  to  offer  a  few  re- 
marks against  a  concurrence  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  in  striking  out  the  appro- 
priation for  ^  repairing  the  Cumberland  road. 
He  was  the  more  induced  so  to  do,  from  ob- 
serving so  great  an  opposition  in  many  parts  of 
the  House  to  granting  this  pittance,  which, 
although  deemed  of  immense  importance  in 
promoting  the  views  and  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  West,  was  so  small  as  scarcely  to  be 
worth  contending  for.  We  do  not  claim  this 
appropriation  as  a  matter  of  absolute  right,  but 
appeal  to  the  liberality  of  the  representatives 


of  this  nation  for  a  small  share  of  the  general 
benefits.  He  hoped  that,  independent  of  con- 
stitutional objections,  which  he  would  not  now 
argue,  the  present  state  and  condition  of  the 
road,  and  the  necessity  of  a  prompt  repair, 
which  could  be  timeously  effected  in  no  other 
way,  would  be  sufiBcient  to  induce  the  liberal 
and  enlightened  representatives  of  this  nation 
to  maintain  this  work,  heretofore  generally 
considered  as  of  a  national  character.  • 

Mr.  Wood,  of  Neiw  York,  stated  that  he 
should  have  given  a  silent  vote,  had  not  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Jones)  chal- 
lenged those  who  were  opposed  to  this  appro- 
priation to  give,  the  reasons  for  their  opposition. 

He  had  constitutional  scruples  as  to  the  pow- 
er of  Congress  to  make  the  appropriation ;  the 
advocates  of  the  appropriation  had  obviously 
confounded  the  power  of  the  State  and  Gene- 
ral Governments,  as  well  as  the  constitutional- 
ity and  policy  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  W.  observed,  that  the  subject-matter  of 
the  present  discussion  was  a  branch  of  the  gen- 
eral subject  of  internal  improvements ;  that 
these  were  physical  or  moral ;  that  the  first 
head  comprehended  roads,  bridges,  and  canals ; 
and  the  second,  literary  institutions,  religious 
and  scientific  establishments,  corporations  for 
mechanical,  manufacturing,  charitable,  and  oth- 
er purposes,  calculated  to  enlighten  the  public 
mind,  improve  the  morals,  invigorate  the  in- 
dustry, and  ameliorate  the  condition  of  society. 

The  real  question,  therefore,  before  the  com- 
mittee was,  have  Congress  the  power  to  legis- 
late upon  the  subject  of  internal  improvements 
within  the  States  ? 

Mr.  W.  concluded  by  saying  that  what  he  had 
stated  was  in  justification  of  the  vote  he  should 
give  on  the  question  before  the  committee ;  it  was 
not  the  amount  of  the  appropriation,  but  the 
constitutional  principle  that  would  be  violated, 
that  rendered  it  important — that  he  had  barely 
suggested  the  outline  of  an  argument  without 
detail  or  illustration — that,  to  save  the  time  of 
the  House,  he  forbore  to  enter  further  into  the 
subject.  He  repeated  that  these  were  his  views 
of  the  constitution,  which  he  was  bound  to  sup- 
port, and  that  the  advocates  of  the  appropria- 
tion must  either  remove  his  objections  or  excuse 
his  vote. 

Messrs.  Plumee  of  New  Hampshire,  Eeid, 
Rhea,  Milnoe,  and  Seegeant,  expressed  their 
opinions  in  favor  of  the  concurrence ;  and 
Messrs.  Boss,  Weight,  HAEonf,  Nelson  of 
of  Maryland,  Stewart,  and  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, against  it ;  when  the  question  was  taken 
thereon,  and  decided  in  favor  of  the  concurrence 
— yeas  105,  nays  58,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
Archer,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bassett,  Bate- 
man,  Blackledge,  Blair,  Borland,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Burrows,  Burton,  Camhreleng,  Cannon,  Cassedy, 
Cocke,  Golden,  Condlot,  Conkliug,  Conner,  Crafts, 
Denison,  Dickinson,  Durfee,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Con-, 
necticut,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Eustis,  Farrelly, 
Findlay,   Fuller,    Garnett,    Gebhard,    Gilmer,    Gist, 
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Gorham,  Gross,  Hawks,  Hemphill,  Hobart,  Hooks, 
Hubbard,  Keys,  Kirkland,  Lathrop,  Leftwich,  Lin- 
coln, Long,  McCarty, '  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McNeill, 
McSherry,  Matlack,  Matson,  Mattocks,  Milnor,  Mit- 
chell of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Pennsylvania,  Mor- 
gan, Murray,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Overstreet,  Phillips, 
Pierson,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Plnmer  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Reed  of  Massachusetts,  Eeid  of  Georgia, 
Rhea,  Rochester,  Rogers,  Rnggles,  Russ,  Russell, 
Sanders,  Sergeant,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth, 
Spencer,  Sterling  of  Connecticut,  Stevenson,  Stod- 
dard, Swan,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tod,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Upham,  Vance, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Walworth,  Whipple, 
White,  Whitman,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Wil- 
son, Wood,  Woodcock,  and  Worman. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Barstow,  Bay- 
lies, Bayly,  Breckenridge,  Butler,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Chambers,  Cook,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Dane,  Darling- 
ton, Dwight,  Hardin,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  HUl,  Hol- 
combe,  Jackson,  F.  Johnson,  J.  T.  Johnson,  J.  S. 
Johnston,  Jones  of  Teimessee,  Kent,  Little,  Lowndes, 
MaUary,  Merper,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Montgomery,  Moore  of  Virginia,  Moore  of  Ala- 
bama, Neale,  Nelson  of  Maryland,  New,  Newton, 
Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Rankin,  Reed  of  Mary- 
land, Ross,  Sawyer,  Scott,  Sloan,  S.  Smith,  W.  Smith, 
J.  S.  Smith,  Stewart,  Swearingen,  Tomlinson,  Trim- 
ble, Walker,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williamson,  Wood- 
son, and  Wright 


Wednesday,  April  10 
Prohibition  upon  Members  of  Congress  to  re- 
ceive Office,   Contract,  or  Employment,  from 
the  Federal  Oovemment. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  of  South  Carolina,  submitted 
the  following  preamble  and  resolution,  which 
was  read,  aud  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table : 

Whereas  an  act,  passed  on  the  2d  day  of  April, 
1808,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  public  contracts," 
has  been  so  construed  as  to  sanction  the  appointment 
of  members  of  Congress  to  divers  public  employ- 
ments, agencies,  or  trust,  by  the  authority  of  Execu- 
tive officers  of  the  United  States ;  and  wh«reas,  on 
the  purity  of  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  their  freedom  from  Executive  influence, 
depend  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  the  durabil- 
ity, soundness,  aud  integrity  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution : 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  Judiciary  Committee 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting any  member  of  Congress,  whUe  he  continues 
as  such,  from  executing  or  holding  any  employment, 
agency,  or  trust,  in  behalf  of,  or  anywise  concerning, 
the  Government,  either  political,  legal,  or  profes- 
sional, to  which  the  said  member  may  be  appointed, 
by  any  Executive  officer  of  the  United  States. 

Satuedat,  April  13. 
Public  Accounts. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rich,  went 
into  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  an  act,  in 
adition  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  providing  for 
the  prompt  settlement  of  public  accounts ;  when 
Mr.  EiCH  proposed  the  following  amendment 
to  the  bill : 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  whenever, 
in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  before  mentioned,  a 


difference  of  opinion  shall  arise  between  a( 
officers,  as  to  the  extent  of  the  credits  to  be 
under  or  by  virtue  of  this  act,  such  case  shi 
ferred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  whose  decii 
be  conclusive.  And  it  is  hereby  made  tb 
the  said  Secretary,  to  cause  to  be  commm 
Congress  at  the  commencement  of  each 
statement,  comprising  the  names  of  the  perse 
accounts  shall  have  been  settled  the  precedi 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  toge 
the  amount  which  shall  have  been  passed  to  ( 
of  each,  under  the  several  heads  of  expendit 
upon  other  evidence  than  such  as  is  prescribe 
existing  laws  and  regulations. 

Sec,  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tha 
person  shall  swear,  or  affirm,  falsely,  touc 
expenditure  of  public  money,  or  in  snppor 
claim  against  the  United  States,  he,  or  & 
upon  conviction  thereof,  suffer  as  for  wilful 
mpt  peijury. 

Mr.  OocKE  moved  that  the  bill,  togetl 
the  amendments,  be  committed  to  a  Coi 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  EiOH  opposed  the  motion ;  to  wl 
Cooke  replied. 

Mr.  MoCoT  opposed  the  motion,  ai 
dentally  supported  the  bill,  and  Mr.  1 
gave  the  biU  his  decided  approbation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williajus,  of  Nort 
lina,  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  laic 
table,  and  the  amendments  submitted 
EiOH,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryla 
House  went  into  consideration  of  a  bill 
to  amend  the  several  acts  relative  to  th( 
ury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,  and, 
few  remarks  by  Mr.  H.  Nelson,  and  Mr. 
of  Maryland,  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
grossed  for  a  third  reading. 


Tuesday,  April  16. 
Military  Peace  Establishment. 

Mr.  Ehea  said,  it  has  been  asked  w! 
been  dope  for  the  officers  and  soldiers 
army?  To  this  it  has  been  answere 
every  thing  promised  has  been  paid.  C 
made  ample  provision  by  giving  a  bo 
land — one-quarter  section  to  each  soldi 
enlisted  under  the  first  act.,  and  one-half 
to  each  soldier  who  enlisted  under  the 
act,  for  five  years  or  during  the  war, 
bounty  in  money,  subsistence,  pay,  and 
ing ;  all  these  things  the  soldiers  merited 
United  States  of  America  have  always 
fully  rewarded  the  officers  and  soldiers  c 
army.  Witness  the  law  giving  pensions 
cers  and  soldiers  of  the  Eevolutionary 
But  it  is  intimated  that  the  bounty  lam 
to  the  soldiers  is  not  good ;  if  that  be  tr 
not  to  be  ascribed  to  the  Government, 
gress  provided  by  law  that  the  bounty  ] 
fit  for  cultivation ;  if  it  is  not,  some  mo 
be  adopted  to  discover  how  that  is,  ai 
has  been  the  cause  of  it. 

It  is  often  urged  that,  to  preserve  p 
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nation,  must  be  prepared  for  war.  On  this 
proposition  an  inquiry  arises — at  what  time  wOl 
war  be?*  What  is  the  adequate  measure  of 
preparation?  The  existing  nations  of  Europe, 
great  and  powerful  several  of  them,  in  them- 
selves, and  respectively  contiguous  to,  and  sur- 
rounded by,  powerful  nations,  are  compelled,  by 
the  principle  of  self-preservation,  to  retain  and 
keep  large  and  numerous  standing  armies  in 
time  of  peace  ;  other  reasons,  showing  why  the 
ruling  powers  of  the  nations  of  Europe  are 
compelled  to  keep  large  and  numerous  standing 
armies  in  time  of  peace,  can  be  stated.  The 
existence  of  standing  armies  in  Europe  did  not 
always  obtain — the  overflowing  nations  of  the 
N6rth,  in  the  decline  of  the  Roman  Empire, 
poured  their  swarms  from  the  northern  hive 
into  the  provinces  of  that  empire,  and  even  into 


*  Thi8  is  a  very  pertinent  gaestion,  and  may  find  its  an- 
swer in  our  past  history.  We  liave  been  seventy-four  years 
an  acknowledged  independent  people,  and  in  tliat  time  have 
had  two  years  of  war  with  a  European  power,  and  that  above 
forty  years  ago,  and  no  prospect  of  one  now.  Upon  the 
same  basis,  and  taking  time  alone  as  the  element  of  calcula- 
tion, and  it  should  be  seventy-four  years  before  we  should 
have  more  than  two  years  of  another  European  war.  But 
time  is  no  longer  the  rule  to  go  by.  The  world  is  changed, 
and  the  disposition  of  the  only  European  power  with  whom 
we  have  ever  had  war  has  changed  also.  European  govern- 
ments, fbrmerly  so  prone  to  war,  now  cherish  peace.  The 
business  populations  of  the  great  powers,  formerly  without 
a  voice  in  the  great  questions  of  peace  and  war,  now  control 
both,  and  will  have  no  interruption  to  their  industrial  pur- 
suits except  for  just  cause:  and  there  cannot  be  any  just 
cause  for  war  between  the  United  States  and  any  European 
power.  Great  Britain  alone,  of  all  the  European  powers, 
has  ever  had  a  war  with  ns,  and  her  disposition  has  entirely 
changed  with  respect  to  us.  After  the  Eevolution,  and  nutil 
the  end  of  the  war  of  1812,  there  was  resentment  and  morti- 
fication with  respect  to  us,  and  a  temper  to  wrong  or  degrade 
us ;  and  many  questions  of  national  concern  to  settle — im- 
pressment, boundaries,  and  interference  with  our  Indians. 
All  this  is  gone.  The  only  competition  between  the  two 
nations  now  is  that  of  emulation  in  works  of  honor  and  kind- 
ness to  each  other ;  and  the  conviction  is  universal  among 
the  governments  and  the  people  of  each  power,  that  their 
own  interest,  and  that  of  the  civilized  world,  requires  them 
to  be  at  peace.  And  that  is  the  sentiment  of  all  the  great 
powers.  There  is,  then,  no  chance  for  a  European  war  for 
us  within  the  scope  and  scan  of  human  vision.  On  our  own 
continent  there  is  no  chance,  either  with  foreign  States,  or 
with  Indian  tribes,  for  any  thing  that  can  be  called  a  war. 
Our  own  Indians,  once  so  formidable,  have  become  objects 
of  military  contempt.  Thus,  there  is  no  prospect  before  us 
but  that  of  peace  with  the  world ;  and  all  the  old  saws,  once 
80  sage — "in  peace  prepare  for  war  " — belong  to  a  procession 
which  has  passed  by,  never  to  return ;  and  if,  by  any  per- 
verse management,  there  should  be  war  with  any  power,  it 
would  not  be  the  doughty  peace  preparations  which  would 
terminate  it,  but  the  extemporaneous  explosion  of  the  vol- 
unteer system  which  belongs  to  the  genius  of  our  people — 
volunteer  troops  on  land,  volunteer  privateers  on  the  ocean. 
The  money  now  spent  in  our  preparations  for  war — building 
snips  to  rot,  and  learning  men  to  fight  who  will  die  in  their 
beds,  and  perfecting  weapons  which  are  only  used  ih  killing 
each  other — is  the  ghost  of  what  was  wisdom  once,  and  the 
reality  of  what  is  folly  now. 


Italy  itself,  and  ultimately  rending  in  pieces  that 
Empire,  established  new  governments  therein, 
bottomed  on  the  feudal  system.  The  power  of 
the  leaders,  and  of  those  named  barons,  became 
obnoxious  to  the  chief.  Jealousies  arose,  and 
finally  the  power  of  the  barons  was  put  down 
by  various  ways,  and  the  power  of  the  chief 
became  paramount ;  to  maintain  that  power,  as 
well  at  home  as  abroad,  standing  armies  became 
necessary ;  and,  although  but  Httle  at  the  be- 
ginning, they  have  increased  greatly  in  Europe, 
and  at  this  time  are  d*med  necessary  to  keep 
in  subjection  the  unarmed  million,  and  to  sup- 
port power  over  those  called  subjects,  and  to 
perpetuate  their  subjection.  Between  govern- 
ments east  of  the  Atlantic,  and  that  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  there  is  no  similitude  ' 
— east  of  the  Atlantic  the  people  are  subjects, 
not  sovereign,  and  receive  the  law ;  in  the 
United  States  of  America  the  people  are  the 
sovereign,  and  give  the  law ;  that  is,  they  or- 
dain and  make  constitutions  and  enact  laws  for 
their  government,  and  when  ordained  and  en- 
acted, they  are  the  constitutions  and  laws  of 
freemen. 

We  are  told  frequently,  and  politicians  repeat 
and  repeat,  "that,  to  preserve  peace,  we  must 
be  prepared  for  war ; "  so  many  talks  have  been 
made,  within  two  or  three  days  past,  about 
preparing  for  war,  that  I  have  been,  said  Mr. 
E.,  almost  persuaded  that  we  are  about  to  be 
immediately  at  war  with  some  power.  We 
are  told  that,  to  preserve  peace,  we  must  be 
prepared  for  war.  If  so,  then,  when  will  war 
be,  and  with  whom  ?  What  is,  or  shall  be,  the 
necessary  measure  of  preparation  ?  With  any 
of  the  nations  of  Europe  there  is  no  probability 
that  the  United  States  wiU  soon  be  at  war. 
The  nations  and  powers  of  Europe  have  bxisi- 
ness  of  their  own  to  attend  to,  and  to  keep 
them  engaged  in  preserving  their  European  re- 
lations. The  differences  existing  between  Rus- 
sia and  Turkey,  and  the  mighty  efforts  and  ex- 
ertions of  the  Greeks  to  liberate  themselves 
from  Ottoman  despotism,  engage  the  attention 
of  the  other  powers  of  Europe.  An  invasion  by 
an  army  of  any  European  power  the  United 
States  need  not  be  apprehensive  of.  The  days 
of  such  invasion  are  past.  In  respect  to  being 
prepared  for  war,  as  relates  to  this  bill,  the 
proposition  argues  nothing ;  the  present  Military 
Estabhshment  consists  of  about  six  thousand 
men — ^they  are  scattered  in  positions  over  the 
United  States  from  east  to  west,  from  north  to 
south,  extending  as  far  as  the  territories  of  this 
republican  empire  do  extend,  and  for  that 
reason,  to  an  immediate  resistance  of  invasion, 
cannot  be  effectual.  It  has  been  said,  "Let 
gentlemen  of  the  South  look  to  a  servile  war." 
What  an  insinuation  is  this — ^look  to  a  servile 
war !  Erom  whence,  and  from  whom  ?  The 
idea  of  a  servile  war  never  ought  to  be  clothed 
with  words.  The  constitutional  principles  of 
our  Government  are  not  better  understood  than 
they  ought  to  be.  This  is  not  a  consolidated 
Government — ^it  is  a  Government  consisting  of 
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twenty-four  confederated  States,  all  sovereign- 
ties, independent  of  each  other — each  one  hav- 
ing a  distinct  constitution  for  its  own  internal 
government;  but  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
Union  bound  together  as  one  nation,  for  their 
general  welfare.  The  citizens  of  all  the  States, 
in  their  constitutional  union,  are  the  sovereign, 
and  the  citizens  of  each  State  are  the  sovereign 
in  that  State,  for  the  internal  regulations  there- 
of, pursuant  to  their  respective  constitutions, 
not  contravening  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  The  defence  of  this  nation  is  confided 
to  the  General  Government,  but  not  originally 
in  every  case.  The  fourth  section  of  the  fourth 
article  of  the  constitution  provides  that  the 
United  States  shall  guarantee  to  every  State  in 
this  Union  a  republican  form  of  Government, 
and  shall  protect  each  of  them  against  invasion, 
and,  on  application,  against  domestic  violence ; 
but  each  State,  in  case  of  invasion,  has,  in  re- 
spect to  its  own  safety,  a  particular  duty  to 
perform ;  a  State  is  prohibited,  by  the  tenth 
section  of  the  first  article  of  the  constitution,  to 
engage  in  a  war,  unless  "  actually  Invaded,  or 
in  such  imminent  danger  as  will  not  admit  of 
delay."  The  constitution,  in  these  cases,  au- 
thorizes a  State  to  engage  in  war.  With  what 
forces  shall  a  State  engage  in  war  ?  Not  with 
the  regular  troops  of  the  United  States,  if  there 
be  any  within  its  limits.  An  officer  command- 
ing regular  troops  of  the  United  States  might, 
in  the  first  instance,  refuse  the  orders  of  a  State 
authority.  With  whom,  and  with  what  de- 
scription of  force,  shall  a  State  make  war,  in 
case  of  sudden  invasion  or  imminent  danger, 
that  will  not  admit  of  delay?  With  the  mili- 
tia. I  repeat,  said  Mr.  E.,  with  the  militia, 
who  are  the  strong  bulwark  and  impregnable 
defence  of  this  nation ;  with  the  militia,  wlio 
first  must  meet  the  storm  of  invasion ;  with  the 
militia,  from  whom  is  drawn  all  the  materials 
of  a  regular  army ;  with  the  militia,  that  great 
body  of  citizens  who  work  for  all,  who  fight 
for  all,  and  who  ultimately  pay  all.  The  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  does  not  contem- 
plate a  regular  army,  except  in  time  of  war ;  the 
constitutions  of  the  respective  States  declare 
standing  armies  dangerous  in  time  of  peace ; 
that  principle  ought  not  to  be  contradicted. 
Admit  the  contrary  to  prevail,  and  the  liberties 
of  the  people  will  ultimately  be  prostrated. 
The  United  States  are  now  a  nation  of  armed 
citizens.  If  a  great  standing  army,  under  any 
pretence,  is  established  and  continued,  and  the 
citizens  are  loaded  with  taxes  of  any  description 
to  support  and  maintain  that  army,  they  will 
cease  to  be  a  nation  of  armed  freemen,  and  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years  will  be  prostrated  from 
their  sovereignty,  and  become  subjects.  The 
United  States  are  now  encumbered  with  a  large 
debt-— some  of  it  is  the  residue  of  the  unpaid 
debt  incurred  by  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and 
a  residue  of  that  incurred  in  the  late  war,  and 
for  other  items  of  national  expenditure.  The 
best  policy,  in  my  opinion,  said  Mr.  E.,  is  to 
adopt  such  measures  as  will,  without  a  system 


of  internal  revenue,  extinguish  that  d( 
resources  of  this  nation,  arising  fron 
ture  and  commerce,  are  great,  and  w 
restricted,  in  a  few  years,  if  sufficie 
tected,  extinguish  that  debt ;  the  rev 
be  relieved  from  pressure,  and  may  th 
plied  to  any  useful  purpose.  To  provi 
ually  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  de 
United  States,  is  the  preparation  for  w 
recollection  of  the  difficulties  arising 
scarcity  of  money,  which  the  Unite 
had  to  meet  during  the  last  war,  ongh 
suade  to  the  adoption  of  all  such  me 
will,  without  a  system  of  internal  reve 
duce  to  the  speedy  extinguishment  of  t 
debt.  Let  it  be  remembered  that  a  pu 
never  to  the  people  of  these  United  S 
be  a  public  blessing. 
When  Mr.  E.  had  concluded — 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  expressed  1 
ments  in  opposition  to  the  motion  ;  \ 
question  was  taken  thereon,  and  nej 
ayes  41,  noes  89. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  Noi 
Una,  the  committee  rose  and  reported 
House  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  April  17. 
Siisdan  Territorial   Claims,  and  Cm 

Regulations  on  the  Northwest  Coast  i 

ica. 

A  Message  received  from  the  Pees 
THE  United  States  yesterday,  was  rea 
as  follows : 

To  ike  Bouse  of  Represerttatives  of  ike  United 
In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Representatives  of  the  16th  of  February 
questing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
municate  to  that  Hou.se  whether  any  foreig 
ment  has  made  any  claim  to  any  part  of 
tory  of  the  United  States,  npon  the  co! 
Pacific  Ocean,  north  of  the  42d  degree  ot 
and  to  what  extent ;  whether  any  regulat 
been  made  by  foreign  powers,  affecting  the 
that  coast ;  and  how  it  affects  the  interest  i 
public ;  and  whether  any  communications  1 
made  to  this  Government,  by  foreign  powe 
ing  the  contemplated  occupation  of  Columbi 
I  now  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
containing  the  information  embraced  by  1 
lution.  JAMES  MO 

Washington,  April  15,  1622. 

The  Message  was  ordered  to  lie  on  f 


Feidat,  April  19. 
Affairs  in  Florida. 
A  Message  was  received  from  the  P: 
OF  THE  United  States,  as  follows  : 

To  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I  cotamunicate  to  the  House  of  Repre 
copies  of  sundry  papers  having  rel'ation  to 
actions  in  East  and  West  Florida,  which  1 
received  at  the  Department  of  State  since 
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sage  to  the  two  Housea  of  Congress,  of  the  28th  of 
January  last,   together  with  copies  of  two  letters 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  upon  the  same  subject. 
JAMES  MONKOE. 
Washtngton,  April  18,  1822. 

The  Message  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Vine  and  Olive. 

The  biU  from  the  Senate  supplementary  to 
the  act  to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  part  of  the 
public  lands  to  encourage  the  cultivation  of  the 
vine  and  oUve,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Rasxht  presented  a  variety  of  consider- 
ations in  support  of  the  passage  of  the  bUl,  and 
replied  to  inquiries  made  by  Mr.  Hill  and  Mr. 
Walwoeth. 

Mr.  GiLMEE  opposed  the  bill,  on  the  ground 
that  it  enabled  the  purchasers  and  occupiers  of 
certain  parts  of  the  land  to  hold  the  same  at 
two  dollars  per  acre,  when  they  were  worth 
forty,  and  the  residue  of  the  lands  would  be 
useless  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Cook  was  also  opposed  to  it  on  the  same 
ground,  and  he  added  that  the  individuals  who 
entered  into  the  association  well  understood 
the  terms  of  the  contract,  and  there  was  no 
good  reason  why  it  should  be  departed  from. 

Mr.  Tatloe  was  in  favor  of  the  biU  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  object  for  which  the  grant  was  origi- 
nally made.  To  encourage  the  cultivation  of 
the  vine  and  olive  was  the  primary  object  of 
the  grant,  and,  without  the  provision  of  this 
bill,  he  believed  that  object  could  not  be  at- 
tained. 

Mr.  GiLMEE  moved  that  the  bill  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 
On  this  motion  the  merits  of  the  bill  were  in- 
cidentally discussed  by  Messrs.  Gn-MEB  and 
ALEXiNDEE  Smyth,  in  favor  of  the  recommit- 
ment, and  by  Messrs.  RANEHf,  Walwoeth, 
MooEE  of  Alabama,  Mbeoee,  and  Ehba,  in 
opposition  to  it. 

Mr.  Cook  expressed  himself  satisfied  with 
the  explanation  that  had  been  given  by  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi,  (Mr.  EAUKUf,)  and 
hoped  the  biU  might  be  adopted  in  its  present 
shape. 

The  motion  for  recommitment  was  negatived ; 
and  the  bill  was  finally  passed  and  returned  to 
the  Senate. 


Satuedat,  April  20. 
Military  Appropriations. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
on  the  biU  making  further  appropriations  for 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  1823. 

The  question  recurred  upon  striking  out  the 
appropriation  for  the  erection  of  Fort  Calhoun, 
on  the  Chesapeake,  and  the  same  was  put  and 
negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  BtJTLEB,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  to 


amend  the  section  by  adding  thereto  a  clause, 
providing  that  no  part  of  the  appropriation 
should  be  applied  on  the  contract  made  with 
Elijax  Mix,  on  the  25th  July,  1818. 

Mr.  Sawtee  was  opposed  to  the  proviso,  but 
the  reasons  which  he  offered  could  not  be 
heard  by  the  reporter. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  also  opposed  the 
amendment.  He  regarded  it  as  going  to  declare 
a  dissolution  of  a  contract  which  Congress  had 
repeatedly  affirmed. 

Mr.  Butlee  conteided  that  the  contract  was 
made  ia  contravention  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  there  was  such  reason 
to  suspect  that  there  was  fraud  in  the  case,  as 
would  justify  us  in  withholding  the  appro- 
priation. 

Mr.  Ross  opposed  the  proviso,  not  only  on 
the  ground  assumed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Smith,)  but  also  on  the  princi- 
ple that,  Congress  having  recognized  the  con- 
tract, it  was  now  too  late  to  annul  it,  and  he 
should  vote  against  the  amendment,  although 
he  had  been  opposed  to  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  Tod  also  made  a  few  observations  on  the 
subject,  when  the  question  was  takeji,  and  the 
motion  negative'd  by  a  large  majority ;  and  the 
blank  was  filled  as  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  appropriation  for  fortifying  Mobile  Point 
being  under  consideration, 

Mr.  OooKE  moved  to  strike  out  the  section, 
and  to  insert  in  Ueu  thereof  an  appropriation 
for  the  specific  purpose  of -coUecting  materials 
for  that  fortification.  The  principle  on  which 
he  preferred  a  specific  appropriation  was,  that 
the  money  heretofore  appropriated  for  the  for- 
tification at  MobDe  Point  had  not  been  applied 
to  that  object,  but  had  been  transferred  to  Col- 
onel Gratiot,  at  Norfolk,  and  he  referred  to 
documents  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Johnston  contended  that  the  money 
had  been  applied  to  the  great  object  for  which 
it  was  appropriated,  and  he  examined  with 
minuteness  the  particular  circumstances  of  the 
case  in  question.  Mr.  J.  also  adverted  to  the 
topics  that  had  been  drawn  into  discussion  yes- 
terday, and  contended  that  the  question,  wheth- 
er the  Secretary  had  assumed  an  undue  respon- 
sibility upon  himself  or  not,  ought  not  to  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Cooke  replied,  and  expressed  his  dissent 
to  the  justification  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
which  had  been  urged  by  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana,  (Mr.  Johnston,)  and  again  reviewed 
the  positions  he  had  taken  on  the  question. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  explaiaed  the  facts 
in '  relation  to  the  origin  and  changes  of  the 
contract  for  building  the  fortifications  at  Mobile 
Point,  and  made  a  general  exposition  of  the 
subject  of  fortifications,  with  an  historical 
sketch  of  the  policy  that  had  been  pursued  for 
a  series  of  years,  in  their  erection  and  extent. 
He  also  expressed  his  acquiescence  in  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Cooke,)  and  intimated  an  opin- 


336 


ABEIDGMENT  OF  THE 


HofR.] 


Lead  Mine  Lecuea  in  Miseouri. 


[April,  '. 


ion  that  it  would  be  expedient  for  the  United 
States  to  abandon  the  system  of  erecting  their 
fortifications  by  contract. 

Mr.  Alexanpeb  Smyth  thought  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Oocke)  was  mistaken 
in  the  facts,  and  that  he  had  been  misled  by 
the  similarity  of  sums  to  suppose  that  a  trans- 
fer had  been  made  of  the  appropriation  for  Mo- 
bOe  Point.  Mr.  S.  contended  that  it  was  incor- 
rect policy  to  make  specific  appropriations  to 
fortifications  by  name.  A  sum  should  be  desig- 
nated by  Congress  for  the  general  object,  and 
the  distribution  of  it  should  be  left  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive Department,  and  on  that  department 
the  responsibility  should  rest,  for  its  correct 
and  faithful  disbursement  and  application.  In 
reference  to  the  alleged  transfer,  he  remarked 
that  the  Secretary  of  War  was  absent  at  the 
time  the  fiscal  arrangement  was  entered  into — 
that  it  was  done  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the 
Chief  of  the  Engineer  department.  The  Secre- 
tary of  War,  said  he,  probably  approved  of  it 
subsequently,  but  the  responsibility,  whatever 
it  was,  seemed  to  rest  upon  the  President ;  but 
the  money,  he  believed,  was  fairly  expended  in 
the  public  service,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  act 
of  Congress. 

Mr.  Teaot  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment, 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  equivalent  to  an  ex- 
pression of  the  intention  of  the  House  to  dis- 
continue the  contract  for  building  the  fortifica- 
tion at  Mobile  Point ;  from  which  contract  he 
contended  the  United  States  was  fairly  ab- 
solved, for  the  work  was  to  have  been  com- 
pleted in  1821  by  the  terms  of  it.  He  also  ad- 
.  verted  to  the  items  of  the  contract,  which  he 
thought  fully  proved  that  the  contract  was  dis- 
advantageous to  the  Government,  and  he  was 
unwilling  to  continue  it  further  than  a  legal  lia- 
bility imposed  an  obligation. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  rose  to  correct  what 
he  thought  was  an  error  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Smyth,)  in  relation  to  the  agency 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  the  trans- 
action alluded  to,  and  which  he  said  was  limit- 
ed to  the  transfer  of  the  money  from  De  Eusse 
to  Colonel  Gratiot. 

Mr.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  had  no  expecta- 
tion that  the  contract  would  be  fulfilled  by  the 
sureties  of  Colonel  Hawkins,  and  he  thought  it 
most  expedient  to  apply  the  appropriation  to 
the  procurement  of  materials,  which  was,  in 
his  opinion,  the  only  mode  in  which  the  great 
object  w^s  most  l&ely  to  be  accomplished. 
Mr.  J.  was  unwilling  to  enter  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  the  terms  of  the  contract,  because  that 
was  a  point  which  should  be  left  to  those  to 
whom  it  was  by  law  confided.  The  dangers  of 
climate,  and  the  dearness  of  provision,  rendered 
labor  higher  at  Mobile  than  in  the  State  of  New 
York.  The  power  of  appropriation,  he  con- 
tended, was  the  great  mord  power  of  this 
House,  and  he  differed  entirely  from  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  (Mr.  Smyth)  in  respect  to 
the  expediency  of  making  appropriations  spe- 


cific. He  also  contended  it  was  expediei 
prevent  the  competition  of  the  various  pai 
the  Union,  which  would  bring  odium 
charge  of  partiality  upon  the  Executive  offi 

Mr.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  replied,  and  conte; 
that  it  was  improper  for  the  Government  t 
fuse  to  fulfil  the  contract,  for  if  the  contra( 
had  violated  the  contract  by  non-fulfllmei 
the  one  hand,  the  Government  had  equally 
lated  it  by  withholding  the  stipulated  paym 
on  the  other.  He  also  animadverted  upor 
other  topics  connected  with  the  discussion, 
expressed  his  willingness  even  to  borrow  m( 
for  fortifications,  if  necessity  required  it. 
institutions  of  a  perishable  nature,  he  was 
willing  to  make  a  charge  upon  posterity; 
for  imperishable  fortifications,  built  of  gra 
and  calculated  to  last  for  eternity,  he  did 
feel  that  it  would  be  unjust  to  tax  posterit; 
they,  as  well  as  the  present  generation,  wei 
participate  in  the  benefits  and  security  \ 
maj  afford.  The  subject  was  farther  disou 
by  Mes-srs.  Teaoy,  F.  Johnson,  William, 
North  Carolina,  and  Haedin,  and  opposed 
Messrs.  H.  Nelson,  and  Cook,  when  the  q 
tion  was  taken,  and  the  amendment 
adopted. 

Mr.  Pltjmee,  of  New  Hampshire,  move( 
fin  the  blank  with  the  sum  of  $30,000  ins1 
of  $50,000,  which  motion  was  supported  by 
mover  and  Mr.  Cooke,  and  opposed  by  Mef 
MooEE  of  Alabama,  Johnston  of  Louisii 
and  Smith  of  Maryland,  when  the  qnesi 
was  taken  thereon,  and  carried. 

After  the  appropriation  for  fortification! 
the  Rigolets,  and  Chef  Menteur,  had  been  i 
ried,  Mr.  Seegeant  moved  to  insert  a  claust 
make  an  appropriation  of  $19,000,  to  comp 
the  Arsenal  at  Frankfort,  Pennsylvania. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover, 
opposed  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland;  butbel 
any  question  was  taken  thereon,  the  comma 
rose,  and  reported  progress,  and  obtained  le 
to  sit  again. 

The  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  Apiil  22. 
Lead  Mine  Leases  in  Missouri. 
Mr.  Sgott  submitted  the  following  resolnti 
Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  St 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  Honse  whe 
any,  and  if  any,  how  much  revenue  has  accruei 
the  United  States  from  the  leases  of  lead  mint 
Missouri ;  whether  any  lease,  promise,  or  agreem 
is  now  in  force  for  any  lead  mine  in  Missouri,  and 
copies  thereof,  if  in  writing,  and  the  substance  th 
of,  if  verbal,  with  all  the  terms,  conditions,  and  st 
lations,  written  or  verbal,  as  well  on  the  part  of 
United  States,  as  on  the  part  of  the  lessee,  the  qi 
tity  of  land  leased,  promised,  or  engaged,  to  i 
person,  their  names  and  places  of  residence,  toge 
with  the  names  and  places  of  residence  of  their  s 
rities,  if  any;  whether  the  said  leases,  prom 
agreements,  or  engagements,  if  any,  are  in  foroi 
not  now  in  force,  when  will  they  be  completed  O] 
in  force  ;  whether  such  leases,  promises  or  eng 
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ments,  have  teen  made  with  or  without  public  notice, 
and  by  whom  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and 
with  whom  on  the  part  of  the  lessees,  and  their  se- 
curities, if  any.  And  also  a  copy  of  the  regulations 
and  instructions,  if  any  have  been  made,  for  carrying 
into  effect  any  law  authorizing  the  leasing  of  lead 
mines. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day. 

Mix's  Contract  for  Stone, 

Mr.  Btttleb  submitted  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  contract  between  the  War  Department 
of  the  United  States  and  Elijah  Mix,  of  the  25th 
July,  1818,  to  report  whether  the  same  was  made  in 
pursuance  of  law,  and  whether  the  said  Mix  has 
performed  his  covenant ;  and  such  other  facts  as  they 
may  deem  proper  relative  to  said  contract. 

In  offering  this  resolution,  Mr.  Btttlbr  re- 
marked, that  he  discovered,  on  consulting  the 
documents  on  this  subject,  that,  according  to 
the  contract,  there  was  due  to  the  United 
States  the  delivery  of  150,000  perch  of  stone 
on  the  1st  January  last,  and  that,  on  that  day, 
there  had  been  actually  delivered  only  102,437 
perches ;  so  that  the  contract  had  not  been  ful- 
filled on  the  part  of  Mr.  Mix,  and  was  no  longer 
binding  on  the  United  States.  Besides,  he 
said,  there  were,  to  say  the  least,  suspicious 
appearances  about  this  contract.  No  proposals 
for  this  contract  were  publicly  invited,  by  ad- 
vertisement or  otherwise.  It  was  said,  too, 
that  Mr.  Mix  had  sold  out  his  contract  at  a 
dollar  and  a  half  per  perch ;  and  Mr.  B.  said 
he  observed,  from  the  account  of  contracts  laid 
before  the  House,  that  a  contract  had  actually 
been  made  by  the  Government,  at  Philadelphia, 
for  stone,  to  be  delivered  at  the  Pea  Patch,  for 
a  doUar  and  a  half  per  perch,  whilst  three  dol- 
lars per  perch  was  paid  to  Mix.  Taking  the 
time,  place,  and  manner  of  the  contract  into 
consideration,  and  the  default  of  the  contrac- 
tor to  fulfil  his  engagements,  he  had  thought 
proper  to  submit  this  resolution.  No  appro- 
priation that  is  made  at  this  session,  Mx.  B. 
contended,  ought  to  be  expended  under  that 
contract. 

Mr.  MoDtTFFrE  said  he  was  very  glad  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  had  intro- 
duced this  resolution.  It  was  the  proper  course 
to  pursue  in  cases  of  this  kind.  If  there  was 
any  thing  improper  in  the  conduct  of  any  oflBcer 
of  the  Government,  it  was  proper  to  inquire 
into  it,  not  incidentally  in  debate,  or  by  expwrte 
statements  on  this  floor,  but  by  judicial  inves- 
tigation. While  up,  Mr.  MoD.  said  he  would 
state,  that,  on  an  investigation,  the  facts  of  this 
case  would  be  found  very  different  from  what 
they  had  been  represented  to  be.  He  was  au- 
thorized to  say  that,  if  Mr.  Mix  had  not  taken 
this  contract,  a  loss  would  have  been  occasion- 
ed to  the  United  States  of  $75,000— the  con- 
tract having  been  taken  by  Mr.  Mix  at  half  a 
dollar  per  perch  less  than  was  just  about  to  be 
contracted  for  with  another  person.  A  great 
Vol.  yn.— 22 


deal  had  been  said  about  the  extravagance  of 
the  price  of  this  stone.  At  this  time  such  a 
price  would  be  high,  but  the  contract  was  made 
in  the  year  1818,  at  which  time  every  article 
was  higher  than  it  now  is,  in  consequence  of 
the  depreciation  of  the  national  currency ; 
which  fact  ought  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  Sawteh  said  he  had  no  objection  to  this 
resolution;  but  as  for  the  abrogation  of  the 
contract  with  Mr.  Mix,  on  account  of  his  fail- 
ure to  deliver  a  stipHlated  quantity  of  stone,  it 
was  sufBcient  to  say,  that,  if  the  allegation 
were  true,  the  fault  lay  not  with  Mr.  Mix,  but 
with  this  House,  which  reduced  the  appropria- 
tion for  fortifications  below  the  amount  re- 
quired by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  comply  with 
existing  contracts.  For  this  Mr.  Mix  was  cer- 
tainly not  to  blame. 

Mr.  OAMBBBLEN&  Said  he  hoped  the  resolu- 
tion would  be  adopted.  He  thought,  from  the 
statement  which  had  been  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  some  days  since,  that  the 
subject  required  investigation.  On  one  point, 
he  begged  leave  to  differ  from  the  gentlemen 
from  South  Carolina  and  North  Carolina.  He 
did  not  think  that  Government,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, ought  to  have  made  a  contract 
with  Mr.  Mix.  This  opinion  was  formed  from 
what  he  had  heard  from  gentlemen  on  different 
sides  of  the  House  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Metoaleb  proposed  an  amendment  for 
giving  to  the  committee  power  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers.  He  did  not  mean  to  censure 
the  individual  who  was  implicated  in  this  dis- 
cussion, nor  to  exonerate  him  from  censure. 
But  he  was  induced  to  believe  some  very  satis- 
factory information  might  be  got  on  this  subject 
by  a  resort  to  oral  testimony. 

Mr.  Btjtlee  accepted  the  proposed  amend- 
ment as  part  of  his  motion ;  and,  thus  modified, 
Mr.  B.'s  motion  was  agreed  to  without  oppo- 
sition. And  Messrs.  Butlee,  Metoalfb,  and 
Oampbeli,,  of  Ohio,  were  appointed  the  said 
committee. 


Thuksdat,  April  25. 
Transfer  of  the  United  States  Militia  Fines 
in  Pennsylvania  to  the  State. 
Mr.  Bttohanas,  from  the  Select  Committee, 
to  whom  that  subject  was  referred,  made  a 
report  respecting  certain  fines  imposed  on  the 
militia  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  concluding 
with  the  following  resolution,  which  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table : 

Resolved,  That  the  uncollected  militia  fines  due 
from  delinquents  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
which  have  been  assessed  by  courts-martial,  and 
all  fines  collected  by  the  late  or  present  marshals  of 
Pennsylvania,  or  their  deputies,  which  have  not  been 
paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  or  ap- 
plied to  the  payment  of  expenses  of  courts-martial,, 
be  transferred  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  with  fiill 
power  to  collect  the  same. 
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Satubdat,  April  27. 
Pay  to  Absent  Members. 
Mr.  Aeohee,  of  Virginia,  understood  the 
proposition  of  Mr.  Hill  as  a  general  intimation 
that  it  was  the  practice  of  members  of  this 
House,  to  receive  pay  during  occasional  absence 
from  it.  His  object  in  rising  was,  to  disclaim 
and  deny,  for  the  delegation  from  Virginia,  the 
existence  of  any  practice  of  that  sort,  and  to 
assert  that  there  was  no  member  of  that  dele- 
gation who  was  capable  of  claiming  such  an 
allowance. 


Sattjedat,  May  4. 

Indicm  Trade,  and,  Civilkation  of  IvMaris. 

Mr.  Metcalfb,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers," 
reported  the  same  with  amendments,  consisting 
of  two  additional  sections,  as  follows : 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  furOur  enacted,  That  the  thir- 
teenth section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate 
trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to 
preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers,"  approved  the  thir- 
tieth of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,.  That  an  act, 
entitled  "  An  act  making  provision  for  the  civiliza- 
tion of  the  Indian  tribes,  adjoining  the  frontier  set- 
tlements," approved  March  the  third,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  repealed :  Provided,  however,  That  nothing 
contained  in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  in  any- 
wise to  alter  or  impair  the  effect  of  any  treaty  stipu- 
lation, or  other  obligation,  which  may  have  been 
entered  into  between  the  United  States  and  any  Indian 
tribe  or  tribes. 

On  these  amendments  a  debate  ensued,  in 
which  they  were  supported  by  Mr.  Floyd  and 
Mr.  Metoalfe,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Wood  and 
Mr.  Vance. 

Mr.  Metoalfe  addressed  the  House  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  would  not  object  to  any  di- 
rection which  it  might  be  the  pleasure  of  the 
House  to  give  to  the  bill  for  the  purpose  of 
affording  an  opportunity  of  a  more  full  and 
thorough  investigation  of  the  amendments  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
were  it  not  too  late  in  the  session  for  delay, 
and  because  it  is  important  that  the  bill  should 
pass,  whether  the  amendment  be  adopted  or 
rejected. 

Perhaps,  said  Mr.  M.,  an  apology  is  due  to 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who,  being  a 
member  of  the  committee,  was  not  consulted 
touching  the  proposed  amendment.  This  bill 
was  not  referred  to  the  committee  until  yester- 
day, and  as  the  session  is  nearly  at  a  close,  it 
was  expected  by  all  the  warm  friends  of  the 
bill  that  the  committee  would  not  fail  to  report 
it  on  this  day.    My  own  duty  on  another  com- 


mittee, and  the  shortness  of  the  time  al 
prevented  a  regular  meeting,  this  morn 
the  Committee  on  Indian  A&irs,  and  th< 
it  was,  that  I  consulted  such  of  the  m< 
only  as  could  be  found  in  the  House 
moment,  and  obtained  the  consent  of 
jority,  to  the  amendment  proposed. 

Let  it  be  recollected,  said  Mr.  M.,  tl 
the  authority  of  the  House,  it  has  beei 
the  special  duty  of  this  committee  to  i 
into  the  progress  which  has  been  made 
civilization  and  happiness  of  the  Indian 
under  the  system  which  has  been  devise 
pursued  for  that  purpose.  It  is,  therefo: 
duty  to  communicate  to  the  House  the  re 
the  inquiries.  Here  Mr.  M.  adverted  ■ 
13th  section  of  the  act  of  1802,  by  whh 
sum  of  $15,000,  annually,  is  appropriat 
civilizing  purposes;  for  presents,  &c.  i 
jected  to  this  expenditure  upon  the  groun 
it  was  no  longer  necessary,  that  the  India 
rived  no  benefit  from  it ;  and  because  nc 
factory  account  could  be  obtained  of  its 
cation,  to  whom  paid,  or  for  what  pu 
He  then  adverted  to  the  act  of  1819,  appi 
ting  the  sum  of  $10,000,  annually,  for  t 
struction  of  the  Indians  in  agricultural  pn 
and  to  educate  them ;  and  read  a  comm 
tion  from  the  President,  showing  if  the 
dent  himself  was  not  deceived,  as  Mr.  'H 
posed  he  might  be,  that  a  considerable  p 
of  this  sum  had  been  applied  to  the  erecl 
buildings  in  the  Indian  settlements,  wh 
his  opinion  ought  not  to  be  tolerated, 
he  objected  to  the  employment  of  Dr.  J.  j 
and  to  the  sum  paid  for  his  services,  und 
provisions  of  this  law.  But,  said  Mr.  M 
we  may  know  something  of  the  situati 
those  people,  and  of  their  numbers,  that  w 
be  well  informed  of  the  nature  and  con 
of  the  materials  upon  which  we  are  ab( 
operate,  I  wiU  take  the  liberty  of  advert 
extracts  from  the  report  of  Dr.  Morse, 
was  referred  to  the  committee  for  that  pu 

In  New  England  there  are  nine  tribes, 
souls.  In  New  York  ten  tribes,  4,840 
In  Pennsylvania,  thirty  years  ago,  three 
1,300  souls,  number  at  this  time  not  k 
In  Ohio,  fifteen  tribes,  2,047  souls.  In  '. 
gan,  and  the  Northwest  Territory,  thii 
tribes,  27,480  souls.  In  Indiana,  and  II 
14  tribes,  15,522  souls.  Southern  Indiai 
of  the  Mississippi,  twenty  tribes,  66,487 
Total  number  east  of  the  Mississippi,  t 
tribes,  120,283  souls.  North  of  the  M: 
and  west  of  the  Mississippi,  thirteen 
41,350  souls.  East  of  the  Eocky  Mounti 
the  Mississippi,  and  between  Missouri,  an 
River,  or  west  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  '. 
Mountains,  36  tribes,  105,021  souls.  Be 
Red  River  and  the  Rio  del  Norte,  42 
105,021  souls.  Whole  number  west  of  tb 
sissippi,  337,341.  Total  numbers  in  the  1 
States,  besides  about  5,000  in  Florida,  ai 
tribes  (number  not  known)  inhabiting  tl 
per  Mississippi,  457,642  souls. 
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Now,  said  Mr.  M.,  how  to  civilize  and  refine, 
and  christianize  these  our  red  brothers  and  sis- 
ters is  the  question — a  question  truly  of  consid- 
erable magnitude — ^the  solution  of  which  ap- 
pears to  be  attended  with  no  inconsiderable  dif- 
ficulty. The  past  and  the  present  history  of  this 
matter  sheds  a  faint  gleam  of  light,  by  which  to 
guide  us  in  future.  Here  Mr.  M.  referred  to 
Loskiel's  history  of  the  missions  among  the  In- 
dians in  North  America  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  years  ago.  At  that  period  the  author  in- 
forms us  that  much  had  been  done  for  the  edu- 
cation and  refinement  of  the  Indians;  that 
vast  numbers  of  them  were  at  that  time  a  pious 
and  an  exemplary  people,  rapidly  increasing  in 
civilization,  and  in  Christian  knowledge.  By 
reading  their  subsequent  history,  however,  we 
are  irresistibly  drawn  to  the  conclusion,  that 
their  spiritual  fathers  wrote  with  an  eye  to 
their  own  exclusive  benefit  and  emolument, 
making  those  upon  whom  their  heavy  contribu- 
tions were  levied,  the  dupes. 

Mr.  M.  now  referred  to  Bouchette  on  Cana- 
da, giving  an  account  of  the  condition  of  the 
domiciliated  Indians  of  St.  Regis,  who  for  cen- 
turies have  been  blessed  with  resident  Catholic 
missionaries  as  their  spiritual  fathers ;  and,  in- 
stead of  progressing  in  civilization  and  refine- 
ment, or  in  Christian  piety  and  virtue,  were 
still  a  lazy,  dirty,  and  degraded  band  of  savages, 
unchristian,  immoral,  and  vicious  in  the  extreme. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  would  now  refer  to  the  history 
of  the  various  tribes,  or  remnant  of  tribes,  in 
the  interior  of  our  own  country,  by  reading 
extracts  from  the  report  of  Dr.  Morse.  The 
Rev.  E.  Kellogg  writes  the  following  account : 
"  The  Passamaquoddies  and  Penobscots  are 
Catholics,  and  under  the  care  of  Catholic 
priests,  who  receive  a  stated  stipend  from  the 
State  treasury.  They  have  made  no  other  than 
incipient  improvements  in  any  thing  which  per- 
tains to  civilized  life,  and  are  sadly  given  to  in- 
temperance." So  much  for  the  Indians  in  the 
State  of  Maine.  Now  for  those  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts — "All  the  Indians  remaining  in 
this  State  reside  on  their  respective  reservations 
at  Marshpee,  Herring  Pond,  Martha's  Vineyard, 
and  Troy,  on  the  southeast  part  of  the  State, 
from  fifty  to  one  hundred  miles  from  Boston. 
The  State,  by  a  board  of  overseers,  exercises  a 
guardian  care  over  them,  as  to  their  lands  and 
civil  rights  and  privileges.  And  the  Corpora- 
tion of  Harvard  College,  and  the  Society  for 
Propagating  the  Gospel  among  the  Indians  and 
others  in  North  America,  provide  for  their  re- 
ligious and  moral  instruction,  having  charity 
funds  in  its  treasury,  appropriated  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  the  Indians,  the  former  $12,000 
the  latter  $9,000.  A  stated  missionary,  Rev. 
Dr.  Fish,  is  supported  at  Marshpee.  The  Rev. 
Doctor  writes  that,  among  them  are  a  few  who 
are  eminently  pious,  considerable  numbers  de- 
cent in  their  lives,  and  not  a  few  shockingly 
profligate.  The  state  of  morals  low.  Intem- 
perance, with  its  concomitants,  is  found  among 
them.     The  number  of  pure  blooded  Indians  is 


extremely  small,  say  fifty  or  sixty,  and  is  daily 
decreasing.  The  mixture  of  blood  arises  far 
more  from  their  connection  with  negroes,  than 
with  the  whites ;  their  number  is  diminishing 
on  account  of  their  vices."  Rev.  Mr.  Thatcher 
writes  as  follows :  "  It  is  true  we  think  we  see 
but  little  good  in  preaching  to  these  people. 
Did  we  not  take  into  consideration  the  evils 
which  we  probably  prevent,  who  would  not  be 
discouraged  and  give  up  the  cause,  saying  I 
have  labored  in  vain,  and  spent  my  strength  for 
naught  ? "  In  Rhode  Island  it  is  said  their  con- 
dition is  not  quite  so  had. 

Of  those  in  Connecticut,  it  is  said  "  that  the 
few  now  remaining  in  this  State  have  made  but 
few  advances  in  any  thing  which  pertains  to 
civilization,  and  are  gradually  wasting  away, 
after  the  manner  of  other  tribes,  now  extinct. 
The  State  has  assumed  the  care  of  their  prop- 
erty, in  like  manner  as  the  other  New  England 
States  have  provided  for  their  Indians.  They 
have  such  advantages  of  religious  and  moral  in- 
struction as  they  are  willing  to  receive,  which 
are  few,  and  the  effects  proportionably  small. 
Those  Indians,  epecially  at  North  Stonington, 
and  at  Groton,  are  said  to  be,  with  very  few 
exceptions,  intemperate  and  improvident;  of 
course,  poor  and  miserable.  They  manufacture 
mats,  brooms,  baskets,  and  so  on,  which  they 
generally  sell  for  ardent  spirits."  Such  are  the 
results  of  long  experience,  as  we  have  it  from 
the  mouths  of  individuals  who  are  employed  to 
civilize  and  to  convert  them  to  Christianity, 
and  who  are  compensated  for  their  services  by 
public  or  private  donations.  Shall  this  Govern- 
ment take  up  and  follow  the  hopeless  example  ? 

"  The  Six  Nations,  residing  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  in  number  4,575,  remain  on  their 
respective  reservations,  containing  in  all,  about 
265,315  acres  of  land."  "Many  petty  depreda- 
tions and  thefts,  and  trespass,  are  committed 
by  them  and  the  whites  upon  each  other."  To 
this  testimony  may  be  added  that  of  honorable 
members  from  New  York,  who  inform  us  that, 
instead  of  advancing  in  civilization  or  in  piety, 
they  are  rapidly  degenerating  into  vice  and  cor- 
ruption. 

Of  those  in  the  State  of  Ohio  it  is  said :  "  The 
Wyandots  came  from  the  country  near  Quebec, 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  when 
the  French  had  dominion  of  Canada.  They 
maintained  a  Roman  Catholic  Missionary  among 
them.  By  these  missionaries  they  were  nearly 
aU  baptized,  and  nearly  all  the  aged  ones  still 
carry  crucifixes  in  their  bosoms,  under  their 
shirts.  Between  the  years  1803  and  1810  the 
Presbyterians'  supported  a  missionary  among 
them,  on  the  Sandusky  River.  A  few  converts 
were  made,  who  were  put  to  death  by  the  Cath- 
olic Indians  on  account  of  their  religion." 

From  this  I  infer  that  it  is  improper  to  im- 
pose a  tax  upon  our  Protestant  citizens  for  the 
support  of  Catholic  missionaries,  and  equally  as 
improper  to  tax  the  Catholic  for  the  purpose  of 
supporting  Protestant  missionaries.  To  preserve 
our  holy  religion  in  its  purity,  we  must  let  it 
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make  its  own  way,  with  the  smiles  and  friendly 
oountenanoe  of  the  Government  beaming  upon 
every  sect  and  denomination,  without  giving  pe- 
cuniary aid  to  any  one.  "  The  number  of  Oher- 
okees,  inclusive  of  whites,  blacks,  and  mixed 
blood,  is  estimated  at  11,500.  In  the  treaty  of 
March,  1819,  they  ceded  a  part  of  their  terri- 
tory to  the  United  States.  Among  other  reser- 
vations is  one  of  a  tract  of  land,  of  twelve  miles 
square,  to  be  sold  by  the  United  States,  and 
vested  by  the  President  in  the  most  profitable 
stock,  as  a  school  fnnd  for  the  Cherokee  nation." 

For  a  population  not  half  equal  to  that  which 
is  contained  in  a  small  county  in  one  of  our 
States,  this  appears  to  be  an  ample  provision. 
Our  own  citizens,  in  any  part  of  this  Union, 
would  rejoice  to  have  such  a  school  fund  as  this. 

The  Choctaws,  it  is  said,  are  also  well  pro- 
vided for. 

Now,  said  Mr.  M.,  what  are  we  told  by  that 
distiaguished  fellow-citizen,  whose  keen  and 
penetrating  intellect,  and  whose  long  experience 
enables  him  to  speak  to  us  the  language  of  wis- 
dom, and  to  afford  us  so  much  light  upon  this 
momentous  subject  ?  [He  then  read  from  the 
Literary  and  Scientific  Eepository  the  following 
extract  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Oass :] 

"  The  lessons  of  experience  upon  this  subject  are 
too  important  to  be  disregarded.  In  the  zealous  ef- 
forts which  are  now  making  to  meliorate  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Indians,  we  have  much  to  Ifeam  from  the 
history  of  the  progress  and  result  of  the  same  experi- 
ment which  was  made  by  the  Jesuits.  We  cannot 
bring  to  the  task  more  fervid  zeal,  more  profound 
talents,  more  extensive  or  varied  acquirements,  nor 
probably  a  deeper  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  hu- 
man nature.  But,  so  far  as  respects  any  permanent 
or  valuable  impression,  they  have  wholly  failed. 
Very  few  of  the  Indians  profess  any  attachment  to 
the  Christian  rehgion ;  and,  of  those  who  make  this 
profession,  there  is  not  probably  one  whose  knowledge 
is  not  confined  to  the  imposing  rites  and  external 
ceremonies  of  the  Cathohc  church.  A  more  vivid 
impression  appears  to  have  been  made  upon  the 
Wyandots  than  upon  any  others ;  and  they  preserved 
for  a  longer  term  than  any  other  tribe,  traces  of  the 
indefatigable  exertions  of  their  spiritual  fathers.  But, 
even  with  them,  superior  as  they  are  in  intellectual 
endowments,  and  placed  by  their  local  situation  in 
contact  with  a  Catholic  oommmiity,  the  subject  is 
forgotten,  or,  if  remembered,  it  is  remembered  only 
by  a  few  aged  and  decrepit  persons,  like  other  tradi- 
tionary legends  of  their  nation." 

Upon  these  remarks,  said  Mr.  M.,  no  com- 
mentary can  be  necessary.  I  will  now  pass  to 
one  more  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Sibley,  an 
intelligent  Indian  agent,  of  long  experience 
among  that  people,  to  Dr.  Morse,  which  I  have 
taken  from  his  report : 

"  I  have  noticed  Indians  observing  with  much  ap- 
parent interest  the  effects  of  our  agricultural  skill, 
our  fine  gardens,  abundant  crops,  and  numerous  com- 
forts and  conveniences.  A  very  sensible  Osage,  the 
Big  Soldier,  who  had  twice  been  at  Washington,  once 
said  to  me,  when  I  was  urging  the  subject  of  civihza- 
tion  upon  him :  'I  see  and  admire  your  manner  of 
living,  your  good  warm  houses,  your  extensive  fields 


of  com,  your  gardens,  your  cows,  oxen,  work  he 
wagons,  and  a  thousand  machines  that  I  kno-w 
the  use  of.  I  see  that  you  are  able  to  clothe  y 
selves,  even  from  weeds  and  grass.  In  short,  yoi 
do  almost  what  you  please.  Yon  whites  possesi 
power  of  subduing  almost  every  animal  to  your 
But,  after  this  acknowledgment,  on  his  part,  of 
superior  skill  in  the  various  arts,  and  this  candid 
pression  of  his  admiration,  he  continues  thus ;  ' 
are  surrounded  by  slaves.  Every  thing  about  y 
in  chains ;  and  you  are  slaves  yourselves.  I  fea 
I  should  change  my  pursuits  for  yours,  I  shoult 
come  a  slave.  Talk  to  my  sons  ;  perhaps  they 
be  persuaded  to  adopt  your  fashions,  or  at  leai 
recommend  them  to  their  sons ;  but,  for  myse 
was  1)001  free,  and  wish  to  die  free  !  I  am  perf 
content  with  my  condition.  The  forests  and  r 
supply  all  the  wants  of  nature  in  plenty;  and  t 
is  no  lack  of  white  people  to  purchase  the  prod 
of  our  labor.' " 

Such,  said  Mr.  M.,  is  said  to  be  the  langu 
such  the  sentiments  of  the  Indians  genen 
And  what  a  commentary  is  this  upon  the  sp 
lations  of  the  theorist !  upon  him  whose  h 
ful  notions  give  direction  to  all  his  actii 
What  a  lesson  to  the  proud  presumptuous  r 
who  never  thinks  of  doing  good  to  thousi 
and  tens  of  thousands  of  nearer  and  dearer, 
much  nobler  objects  immediately  around  ] 
who  are  fairly  within  the  sphere  of  his  act 
and  in  need  of  his  assistance,  but  is  contini: 
casting  ahead  before  the  light  breezes  of  his 
inordinate  vanity,  pretending  to  vie  with 
Maker  in  acts  of  universal  benevolence ! 
of  universal  benevolence !  How  has  his  ima 
ary  castles  been  upset  and  demolished  by  t: 
plain  but  irresistible  and  self-evident  tr 
which  have  fallen  from  the  lips  of  an  India 

When  the  forests  no  longer  abound  in  gi 
nor  the  rivers  with  fish,  in  sufficient  quant 
for  the  sustenance  and  support  of  the  Indiai 
wiU  abandon  the  life  of  the  hunter  for  thi 
the  agriculturist,  and  not  before.  As  Ion 
furs  and  peltries  are  in  demand,  and  can  be 
by  following  the  chase,  that  long  there  i 
and  will,  and  ought  to  be  hunters ;  and  we 
in  our  power  by  forced  measures  or  otherv 
to  withdraw  the  Indian  from  the  recesses  ol 
wilderness,  from  the  pursuits  of  the  chase, 
learn  him  to  become  a  tiller  of  the  ground,  ^ 
would  be  the  consequence?  "Would  not 
white  man  become  a  hunter  in  his  stead  ? 
thus  while  with  such  eager  solicitude  we  r 
and  press,  and  force,  if  we  could  force,  the 
dians  into  a  state  of  civilization,  do  we  unc 
ize,  or,  rather,  savagize,  an  equal  number  oi 
own  citizens.  Would  not  this  be  the  inevit 
result?  No  one.  it  is  presumed,  will,  or 
deny  the  fact.  And  is  it  not  a  fact  worthy 
most  serious  consideration?  I  candidly 
knowledge  that,  for  my  own  part,  I  havi 
great  partiality  for  such  a  change,  or  rathe 
such  an  exchange,  even  were  it  in  our  pow 
accomplish  it. 

But  I  am  persuaded  that  the  civilization  o: 
Indians,  if  effected  at  all,  is  to  be  the  worl 
only  of  time,  but  of  necessity.  Yes,  sir,  of  si 
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of  stern  necessity.  Slowly  progressive  in  its 
march,  and  by  degrees,  almost  imperceptible,  it 
will,  within  the  time,  and  to  such  extent  as 
their  great  and  good  spirit  shall  direct,  come  to 
pass.  Let  us  be  careful  to  throw  no  obstacles 
in  the  way.  On  the  contrary,  let  us  set  them  a 
bright  example,  and  that  example  will  have  its 
attractions.  We  are  much  the  strongest  party ; 
therefore,  let  justice,  peace,  and  mercy,  towards 
them,  be  our  motto.  It  is  our  duty  to  treat 
them  with  humanity  and  tenderness,  and  not  to 
abuse  the  power  we  possess,  by  wielding  it  to 
their  injury  and  destruction.  And,  sir,  if  we  go 
beyond  this,  if  we  must  and  will  draw  upon  our 
country's  Treasury  to  help  them  on,  let  it  only 
be  done  when  there  is  at  least  a  reasonable 
prospect  of  attaining  the  great  object  we  have 
in  view. 

Much  of  the  treasure  of  this  people  has  al- 
ready been  wasted  in  vain  and  futile  attempts 
to  civilize  the  Indians.  I  say  wasted,  because 
its  application  has  had  no  good  effect  upon 
them,  and  has  subserved  no  other  purpose,  ex- 
cept to  flu  the  pockets  of  a  few  favored  individ- 
uals, who  are  interested  in  deceiving  us,  and  all 
of  whom  now  unite  in  one  general  cry  for  more 
money — more  money — ^give  us  more  money  and 
the  public  land,  and  the  good  work  shall  be 
done !  Not  that  any  good  is  likely  to  be  done 
so  as  to  be  discernible  to  those  who  live  in  our 
day,  and  generation.  Oh  no!  But  perhaps 
some  small  traces  of  the  good  effects  of  our  hon- 
est and  disinterested  efforts  may  be  visible  to 
those  of  our  posterity  a  few  centuries  hence,  who 
delight  so  much  in  looking  back  through  the 
dark  mists  and  shadows,  as  they  are  closing  be- 
hind them — ^through  the  twilight  of  uncertainty, 
for  the  purpose  of  descrying,  and  of  contem- 
plating the  virtues  and  the  generosity  of  tlieir  an- 
cestors ;  and  of  profiting  as  individuals  of  a  simi- 
lar cast  always  have  done,  as  they  now  do,  and 
always  will  do — very  little  by  any  good  exam- 
ple. 

How  various  are  the  pursuits  of  various 
men.  One  man  is  engaged,  deeply  and  ardently 
engaged,  in  contemplating  the  scenes  which 
have  long  since  gone  by,  and  over  which  Time, 
bald  pated  Time !  is  about  to  throw,  or  perhaps 
has  already  thrown,  his  impenetrable  mantle, 
for  the  purpose  of  hiding  those  scenes  forever 
from  the  view  of  mortals. 

Another  devotes  his  whole  life  most  earnestly 
and  zealously  to  the  study  of  some  plan,  or 
scheme,  or  project,  by  which  he  fondly  hopes 
to  add  very  greatly  to  the  future  stock  of  human 
happiness,  of  human  grandeur,  and  of  human 
glory,  and  thereby  to  procure  for  himself  a 
name  immortaL  While,  on  the  other  hand,  such 
men  as  myself,  limited,  extremely  limited  no 
doubt  in  their  views,  and  fully  sensible  of  their 
own  weakness,  without  looking  quite  so  much 
at  the  past,  or  pretending  to  form  any  very  ex- 
tensive plans  for  the  future,  confine  tlieir  hum- 
ble and  feeble  exertions  principally  to  that 
which,  in  their  dpinion,  will  redound  most  to 
the  honor  and  interest  of  their  compeers ;  es- 


pecially of  those  upon  whom  their  acts  are  to 
have  an  immediate  and  certain  effect — ^returning 
thanks  occasionally,  to  be  sure,  for  the  good 
with  which  their  ancestors  were  blessed,  and 
praying  for  the  good  of  posterity,  but  without 
once  losing  sight  of  what  they  consider  a  great, 
a  paramount,  and  an  indispensable  duty,  which 
they  owe  to  the  present  generation. 

Such  men  as  these,  Mr.  Speaker,  will  neces- 
sarily inquire  of  you,  how  do  we  raise  the  revenue 
out  of  which  this  civilizing  cash  is  to  be  fur- 
nished? They  wilT  not  forget  that  it  is  raised 
in  part  by  an  indirect  tax  upon  articles  of  the 
very  first  necessity ;  and  in  part  by  taxing  those 
articles  from  the  use  of  which  our  citizens  derive 
a  very  considerable  portion  of  aU  their  comforts, 
and  of  all  their  enjoyments;  that  it  is  a  tax 
upon  articles  of  necessary  consumption,  a  mat- 
ter of  very  doubtful  policy  at  any  time.  For  in 
proportion  to  the  increase  of  such  a  tax,  do  we 
depress  our  own  productive  citizens,  and  disconr- 
age  and  check  the  increasing  population  of  our 
own  country.  Yes,  of  our  own  country !  endear- 
ing name,  but  always  lost  sight  of  when  we  are 
chasing  a  shadow,  or  pursuing  a  phantom,  from 
which  no  good  is  to  be  realized.  He  that  will 
not  provide  for  his  own  household  is  said,  by  the 
'  highest  authority,  to  be  worse  than  an  infidel. 
We  have  a  numerous  household,  consisting  of 
nearly  ten  millions  of  souls,  for  whom,  if  we 
do  not  provide,  let  us  not  deprive  them  of  the 
means  which  they  are  industriously  striving  to 
provide  for  themselves. 

The  citizen  of  this  republic  who  rears  a  nu- 
merous family  in  decency,  were  he  to  sit  down 
and  calculate  the  amount  of  taxes  annually  paid 
by  him  upon  the  articles  of  sugar,  molasses,  tea, 
coffee,  pepper,  spices,  muslins,  calicoes,  cloths, 
and  so  on — an  endless  list — would  be  lost  in  as- 
tonishment. Yes,  'he  would  be  lost  in  astonish- 
ment. 

I  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  we  represent  a 
magnanimous  and  a  generous  people.  Of  taxes 
they  win  not  complain  if  imposed  for  humane, 
and  benevolent,  and  useful  purposes,  and  ap- 
plied accordingly.  But  we  are  deceiving  our- 
selves, and  the  people  are  deceived,  in  sup- 
posing that  we  promote  the  cause  of  humanity, 
or  add  any  real  substantial  benefit  to  the  In- 
dians by  this  idle  application  of  our  money — 
this  wanton  waste  of  the  nation's  treasure.  A 
word  or  two  in  relation  to  those  Indians  who 
are  dispersed  and  scattered  over  that  vast  re- 
gion of  wilderness  beyond  the  borders  of  our 
settlements.  And  here  I  do  not  mean  to  travel 
with  you  upon  the  waters  of  the  Eio  del  Norte 
or  along  the  shores  of  the  Pacific.  Nor  do  I 
intend  at  present  to  run  across  the  path  of  my 
honorable  and  highly  respected  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia, by  disturbing  his  infant  colony  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Columbia;  though  I  may  here- 
after stand  at  his  back,  when  it  shall  become 
necessary  to  support  him  in  opposition  to  the 
Emperor  Alexander.  But,  confining  myself  to 
the  Indians  on  this  side  of  the  Eocky  Mountains 
vv'hat  do  they  think  of  our  civilizing  systems? 
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Let  them  answer  for  themselves.     The  words 
of  a  principal  chief  of  the  Fox  tribes,  as  related 
by  Mr.  Sibley,  will  show  you  their  aversion  to 
our  laws,  and  the  repugnance  they  feel  to  what 
we  call  civilization.     "  The  Great  Spirit  (said 
Wah-ha-lo)  put  the  Indians  on  the  eartiti  to 
hunt,  and  to  gain  a  living  in  the  wilderness; 
and  I  always  find  that  when  any  of  our  people 
depart  from  this  mode  of  life,  by  attempting  to 
read  and  write,  and  live  like  the  white  people 
do,  the  Great  Spirit  is  displeased  with  them, 
and  they  soon  die."*    Here  we  discover  that 
submission  to  laws,  however  mild  and  equita- 
ble in  their  provisions,  is,  in  their  estimation, 
the  most  intolerable  bondage.      The  various 
cords  and  links  by  which,  under  the  social  com- 
pact, all  civilized  societies  are  united,  they  look 
upon  as  so  many  galling  chains,  as  the  very 
badges  of  slavery,  and  therefore  not  to  be  en- 
dured.    These  wild,  but  proud  and  lofty  spirits, 
indignantly  spurn  what  they  are  led  to  con- 
sider a  dull  and  ponderous  load.    Mr.  Speaker, 
I  know  not  how  to  hold  the  mirror  up  to  nature. 
But  little  of  my  time  has  been  devoted  to  the 
study  of  her  laws.     I  cannot  pretend  to  say 
whether  in  the  organization  and  construction  of 
the  interior  man  there  is  so  great  a  difference 
that  the  white  and  red  man  cannot  be  brought 
to  think  and  act  alike,  under  similar  circum- 
stances.   But  I  will  say,  that  all  our  attempts  to 
make  them  think  and  act  alike,  under  circum- 
stances so  dissimilar,  is  not  only  vain,  but  I  may 
be  pardoned  for  the  expression,  it  is  in  my  opin- 
ion an  exceeding  folly,  if  not  presumption. 

There  are  certain  animals  which,  in  their  ex- 
terior appearance,  bear  as  strong  a  resemblance 
to  each  other  as  does  the  white  man  and  the 
Indian,  and  yet  by  nature  they  are  wholly  irre- 
concilable. Not  to  mention  certain  quadrupeds 
of  this  description,  I  will  barely  point  to  some 
of  the  feathered  tribes.  The  wild  duck,  for  in- 
stance— how  soon  it  dives  to  hide  from  you. 
The  partridge  conceals  itself  while  the  shell 
is  yet  upon  its  head.  But  more  especially  the 
turkey.  Do  we  not  see  what  we  very  properly 
call  the  wild  turkey  often  brought  into  life  by, 
and  raised  with,  those  of  the  domestic  breed, 
without  having  seen  one  of  its  own  kind  ?  And 
yet,  we  find  that,  as  soon  as  it  arrives  at  suffi- 
cient strength  and  maturity,  scorning  the  barn- 


*  The  address  of  the  Indian  chiefe  to  the  President  during 
the  present  session  of  Congress,  is  well  known  to  contain 
Blmilar  sentiments ;  they  could  not  think  of  bruising  their 
hands  by  labor. 

[The  circumstances  were  these ;  Some  Panis  chiefs  and 
warriors  from  beyond  the  Mississippi  having  come  to  "Wash- 
ington City  this  winter,  (1821-'2,)  where  the  civilization  of  the 
Indians  was  all  the  vogue  at  the  War  Oiflce,  President  Mon- 
roe was  Induced  to  have  them  assembled  at  the  Presidential 
mansion,  and  to  deliver  them  a  speech  in  favor  of  quitting 
the  hunter  state,  and  betaking  themselves  to  ploughing 
and  hoeing  for  a  comfortable  living.  When  he  had  finished, 
a  chief  answered  him  briefly,  and  to  the  point,  "  that  all  that 
might  do  very  well  for  the  white  people ;  but,  as  for  himself, 
he  would  never  bruise  his  hands  digging  in  the  ground, 
while  he  could  find  a  buffalo  to  kill,  or  a  horse  to  steal."] 


yard,  though  strewed  with  abundance,  it 

the  roost  of  Its  companions,  and  boundinj 

it  perches  on  the  top  of  some  distant  tov 

tree — on  the  branches  of  the  proudest  mo 

of  the  forest  within  its  reach.     This  is  rej 

again  and  again.     Wandering  from  the  e 

the  gentle  brood,  he  strolls  in  pursuit  of 

objects,  which,  though  he  has  never  seen, 

by  the  irresistible  force  of  nature  led  to  belli 

somewhere  exist.    With  desire  keen  and  si 

he  seeks,  and,  if  successful,  he  bids  farewell, 

farewell,  to  all  his  old  companions,  and  r( 

to  them  no  more.     And  thus  it  is  that  i 

broods  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  br 

into  life  and  raised  up  on  the  farm,  and 

as  invariably  disappeared.   Where  are  thej 

to  be  found  ?     Though  I  will  not  indulge  i 

afflicting  belief  that  such  a  destiny  as  this 

really  await  our  red  brethren,  yet  I  do  mos 

cerely  believe  that  such  is  the  barrier  whic 

ture  interposes  between  the  two  people,  tog 

with  the  powerful  force  of  habit  operating 

them,  that  all  our  attempts  to  civilize  thos 

dians,  who  are  dispersed-  and  scattered  ii 

wilderness,   will  be  fruitless    and  unava 

And,  therefore,  in  plain  and  common  lang 

I  do  most  respectfully  give  it  as  my  hu 

opinion  that  we  had  much  better  mind  om 

business;  yes,  we  had  much  better  mine 

own  business.    And  equally  vain  will  be  al 

attempts  to  civilize  those  within  the  interi 

our  country  and  surrounded  by  our  settlem 

unless  we  first  remove  certain  artificial  o 

cles  which  we  must  see,  and  perhaps  cai 

move.     I  mean  that  we  must  radically  ch 

our  present  system  of  policj' — the  political 

tions  existing  between  them  and  us.     We 

educate  them,  instruct  them  in  agricultural 

mechanic  arts,  furnish  them  with  the  it 

ments  of  husbandry,  and  try-to  convert  \ 

to  Christianity;    and,  after  aU,  unless  w< 

cure  to  them  the  benefit  and  protection  o: 

laws  and  municipal  regulations,  and,  in 

way,  ingraft  them,  like  so  many  twigs,  i 

the  stalk,  or  upon  the  branches  of  the  sta 

the  republic,  all  our  eflTorts  will  be  wit 

eflfeot. 

If  the  States,  respectively,  in  which  the  s 
tribes  or  remnant  of  tribes  remain,  will  not 
sent  to  the  removal  of  these  artificial  obsta 
and  suffer  our  civilizing  experiments  tc 
fairly  made,  for  one,  I  despair  of  success ; 
abandoning  all  our  projects  as  idle,  and  i 
visionary,  I  will  not  vote  my  country's  tr 
ure  to  any  such  purpose.  Encompassed  an 
about  by  such  a  power  as  this,  what  can  ■ 
do,  while  they  remain,  not  independent  c 
munities,  but  dependent  upon  our  will,  and 
without  the  pale  of  our  laws.  Aliens  in  t 
own  country,  they  can  do  nothing ;  they  : 
recede,  they  cannot  advance.  If  the  Gov 
ment  will  give  them,  individually,  a  just 
reasonable  portion  of  their  lands— of  their 
spective  reservations,  laid  out  in  its  pn 
metes  and  boundaries,  and  "take  them  ui 
the  jurisdiction  and  contrtfl  of  the  laws,  g 
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xially  extending  to  them  such  rights  and  privi- 
leges as  shall  be  reasonable,  perhaps  something 
may  be  done.  Otherwise,  viewing  all  our  pro- 
jects as  a  mere  mockery,  I  am  prepared  to  give 
it  over. 

In  support  of  these  views,  Mr.  M.  said  he 
would  refer  honorable  members  to  the  Inau- 
gural Address  of  the  President,  on  the  4th  of 
last  March,  and  also,  to  the  report  of  the  hon- 
orable Secretary  of  War,  during  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  as  well  as  at  the  session  of 
1818.  It  is  but  right,  said  he,  to  give  the  In- 
dians fair  play.  Encourage  them  to  the  ex- 
ertion of  their  own  faculties,  of  their  own  ener- 
gies ;  but  do  not  impose  heavy  contributions 
upon  our  white  citizens,  from  which  the  In- 
dians are,  in  truth,  to  derive  no  profit,  no  ad- 
vantage ;  but  which  goes  to  the  special  and  ex- 
clusive benefit  of  those  who  can,  with  the 
greatest  facility  and  convenience,  obtain  access 
to  your  treasury. 

Mr.  Vance  called  for  the  previous  question, 
which  was  sustained  by  the  House;  and  the 
previous  question  being  taken,  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative.  The  main  question  on  order- 
ing the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time,  thereby  ex- 
cluding the  proposed  amendments  of  Mr.  Met- 
calfe, was  put  and  carried. 

Cumherland  JRoad  Repair  Bill — PresidsriVs 
Veto. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  PEEsroBUT 
OF  THE  United  States,  by  Mr.  Gouverneur,  his 
Secretary,  who,  by  command  of  the  President, 
returned  to  the  House  the  enrolled  bill  passed 
by  the  two  Houses,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the 
preservation  and  repair  of  the  Cumberland 
Eoad,"  presented  to  the  President  for  his  ap- 
probation and  signature  on  this  day,  to  which 
bill  the  President,  having  made  objections  in 
writing,  the  same  were  also  delivered  in  by  the 
said  Secretary  at  the  Speaker's  table;  who 
thereupon  withdrew. 

The  said  objections  were  read,  and  are  as 
follows : 

To  the  Souse  qf  Representatives  of  the  United  States : 
Having  duly  considered  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  the  preservation  and  repair  of  the  Cumberland 
Koad,"  it  is  with  deep  regret,  approving,  as  1  do,  the 
policy,  that  I  am  compelled  to  object  to  its  passage, 
and  to  return  the  bill  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  which  it  originated,  under  a  conviction  that 
Congress  do  not  possess  the  power,  under  the  consti- 
tution, to  pass  such  a  law. 

A  power  to  establish  turnpikes,  with  gates  and 
toUs,  and  to  enforce  the  collection  of  tolls  hy  penal- 
ties, iroplies  a  power  to  adopt  and  execute  a  com- 
plete system  of  internal  improvement.  A  right  to 
impose  duties  to  he  paid  by  all  persons,  passing  a 
certain  road,  and  on  horses  and  carriages,  as  is  done 
by  this  bill,  involves  the  right  to  take  the  land  from 
the  proprietor,  on  a  valuation,  and  to  pass  laws  for 
the  protection  of  the  road  from  injuries ;  and,  if  it 
exist  as  to  one  road,  it  exists  as  to  any  other,  and  to 
ae  many  roads  as  Congress  may  think  proper  .to  es- 
tablish. A  right  to  legislate  for  one  of  these  pur- 
poses is  a  right  to  legislate  for  the  others.     It  is  a 


complete  right  of  jurisdiction  and  sovereignty,  for  all 
the  purposes  of  internal  improvement,  and  not  merely 
the  right  of  applying  money,  under  the  power  vested  in 
Congress  to  make  appropriations,  under  which  power, 
Tfith  the  consent  of  the  States  through  which  this 
road  passes,  the  work  was  originally  commenced,  and 
has  been  so  far  executed.  I  am  of  opinion  that  Con- 
gress do  not  possess  this  power ;  that  the  States,  in- 
dividually, cannot  grant  it ;  for,  although  they  may 
assent  to  the  appropriation  of  money  "within  their 
limits  for  such  purposes,  they  can  grant  no  power  of 
jurisdiction  or  sovereiapty  by  special  compacts  with 
the  United  States.  This  power  can  be  granted  only 
by  an  amendment  to  the  constitution,  and  in  the 
mode  prescribed  by  it. 

If  tie  power  exist,  it  must  he,  either  because  it 
has  been  specifically  granted  to  the  United  States, 
or  that  it  is  incidental  to  some  power  which  has  been 
specifically  granted.  If  we  examine  the  specific 
grants  of  power,  we  do  not  find  it  among  them  ;  nor 
is  it  incidental  to  any  power  which  has  been  speci- 
fically granted. 

It  has  never  been  contended  that  the  power  was 
specifically  granted.  It  is  claimed  only  as  being  in- 
cidental to  some  one  or  more  of  the  powers  which  are 
specifically  granted.  The  following  are  the  powers 
from  which  it  is  said  to  be  derived  : 

1st.  From  the  right  to  establish  post  oiSces  and 
post  roads.  2d.  From  the  right  to  declare  war.  3d. 
To  regulate  commerce,  ith.  To  pay  the  debts  and 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare. 
5th.  From  the  power  to  make  all  laws  necessary 
and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  all  the  powers 
vested  by  the  constitution  in  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  or  in  any  department  or  oificer  thereof. 
6th,  and  lastly.  From  the  power  to  dispose  of,  and 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting 
the  territory  and  other  property  of  the  United  States. 

According  to  my  judgment,  it  cannot  be  derived 
from  either  of  those  powers,  nor  from  all  of  them 
united,  and  in  consequence  it  does  not  exist. 

Having  stated  my  objections  to  the  bill,  I  should 
now  cheerfully  communicate  at  large  the  reasons  on 
which  they  are  founded,  if  I  had  time  to  reduce  them 
to  such  form  as  to  include  them  in  this  paper.  The 
advanced  stage  of  the  session  renders  that  impossible. 
Having,  at  the  commencement  of  my  service  in  this 
high  trust,  considered  it  a  duty  to  express  the  opin- 
ion, that  the  United  States  do  not  possess  the  power 
in  question,  and  to  suggest,  for  the  consideration  of 
Congress,  the  propriety  of  recommending  to  the 
States  an  amen(hnent  to  the  constitution,  to  vest  the 
power  in  the  United  States,  my  attention  has  been 
often  drawn  to  the  subject  since,  in  consequence 
whereof  I  have  occasionally  committed  my  senti- 
ments to  paper  respecting  it.  The  form  which  this 
exposition  has  assumed,  is  not  such  as  1  should  have 
given  it,  had  it  been  intended  for  Congress,  nor  is  it 
concluded.  Nevertheless,  as  it  contains  my  views  on 
this  subject,  being  one  which  I  deem  of  very  high 
importance,  and  which,  in  many  of  its  bearings,  has 
now  become  peculiarly  urgent,  I  will  communicate  it 
to  Congress,  if  in  raj  po  wer,  in  the  course  of  the  day, 
or  certainly  on  Monday  next. 

JAMES  MONEOE. 
Washington,  Mai/  4, 1822. 

Mr.  Tatxoe  moved  that  the  Message  and  the 
bill  be  laid  on  the  table,  which  was  carried — 
ayes  82. 
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MoNDAT,  May  6. 
Collection  of  Duties,  (&e. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  hill  from  the  Senate  to  provide 
for  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage in  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes ;  a  bill 
to  authorize  the  building  of  light-houses  therein 
mentioned,  and  for  other  purposes ;  and  a  bill 
further  to  establish  the  compensation  of  the  col- 
lectors of  the  customs,  and  to  alter  certain  col- 
lection districts,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Oambeeleng  moved  to  strike  out  of  the 
9th  section  the  words  "  Few  York."  Mr.  O. 
remarked,  that  he  considered  any  attempt  to 
amend  the  bill  hopeless ;  but  he  thought  there 
were  some  very  strong  circumstances  in  favor 
of  excepting  the  revenue  oflBcers  of  the  port  of 
New  York  from  the  general  reduction  now 
about  to  be  made.  No  gentleman  would  ac- 
cuse him  (Mr.  0.)  of  a  disposition  to  oppose  any 
bill  tending  judiciously  and  justly  to  retrench 
the  expenses  of  Government.  He  regretted 
that  this  bill  had  been  kept  back  so  long  as  to 
preclude  debate.  He  would  only  detain  the 
House  a  few  moments.  The  salaries  of  these 
officers  were  regulated  in  1790,  and  they  have 
never  been  augmented  or  diminished  since;  in 
1802  they  were  limited  as  they  now  are;  it 
would  be  recollected  that  this  was  during  Mr. 
Jefferson's  Administration.  Mr.  0.  was  not  the 
eulogist  of  that  or  any  other  Administration, 
but  he  believed  it  had  been  properly  deemed  an 
economical  Administration.  By  looking  to  the 
history  of  the  revenue  of  the  port  of  New  York, 
it  appeared  that  in  1790,  the  amount  of  the 
revenue  collected  was  $470,000 ;  at  that  time  in 
the  whole  United  States,  the  revenue  coUeoted 
was  little  more  than  three  millions.  The  reve- 
nue collected  at  the  port  of  New  York  last  year, 
was  $7,200,000,  and  he  presumed  that  during 
the  present  year  the  revenue  would  be  between 
nine  and  ten  millions,  or  equal  to  the  half  of  the 
whole  revenue  of  the  United  States.  He  asked 
whether,  under  these  circumstances,  it  was 
proper  or  just  to  reduce  the  salaries  of  these 
officers.  There  were  no  officers  under  the  Gov- 
ernment who  more  faithfully  earned  their  sala- 
ries— ^there  was  no  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment, Treasury,  War,  Navy,  or  State,  with  all 
their  auditors  and  clerks,  which  performed  as 
much  labor  as  was  executed  at  the  custom-house 
at  New  York.  As  we  had  a  few  days  since 
virtually  rejected  the  bill  reducing  our  own 
compensation,  he  hoped  the  House  would,  for 
this  session,  at  least,  forbear  to  touch  the  salaries 
of  officers  whose  labors  and  responsibility  had 
been  so  much  increcised  in  thirty  years.  It  was 
a  mistaken  policy  to  change  the  salaries  of  reve- 
nue offices. 

Mr.  Ohambees  again  moved  the  pi-evious 
question,  which  was  sustained  by  the  House — 
yeas  67,  nays  46. 

The  question,  "Shall  the  main  question 
be  now  put?"  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and 


nays,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeai 
nays  51. 

The  main  question,  "  Shall  the  bill,  with 
amendments,  be  ordered  for  a  third  readii 
was  then  put,  and  it  was  carried  in  the  affii 
tive. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  'Walwosth,  a  recess 
ordered  until  6  o'clock. 


Evening  Session. 

Cwnibefrlani  Eoad  Bepair  Bill — Preside/! 
Veto. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tbehblb,  the  several 
ders  of  the  day  were  postponed  for  the  ; 
pose;  and  the  House  proceeded  to  the  rei 
sideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
servation  and  repair  of  the  Cumberland  Ro 
which  was  returned  to  this  House  by  the  Pi 
dent  of  the  United  States  on  the  4th  inst 
with  the  objections  which  appearupon  the  Ji 
nal  of  the  4th  instant,  and  which  said  bill  ii 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

An  Act  for  the  preservation  and  repair  of  the  C 
berland  Boad. 

Se  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  amd  House  of  Rt 
sentatives  of  the  United  States  of  A-merica^  in  Com 
assembled.  That  the  President  of  the  United  S) 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  tc 
erected,  on  the  national  road  leading  from  Cum 
land,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  river  Ohii 
many  toll  houses,  gates,  and  turnpikes,  as,  in 
opinion,  will  be  necessary  and  sufficient  to  co! 
the  duties  and  tolls  hereinafter  mentioned,  from 
persons  travelling  on  the  same,  to  be  erected  at  i 
places  as  he  may  determine  ;  Provided,  That 
number  of  such  gates  and  turnpikes  shall  not  es( 
twelve,  nor  be  less  than  six ;  and  that  such  g 
and  turnpikes  shall  be  erected  at  a  distance  not 
than  ten  miles  from  each  other. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  as  i 
as  the  said  gates  and  turnpikes  shall  be  erected, 
President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  anthoi 
to  appoint,  or  cause  to  be  appointed,  toll-gathei 
to  demand  and  receive,  for  passing  the  said  t 
pikes,  the  tolls  and  rates  hereinafter  mentioned, 
may  stop  any  person  riding,  leading,  or  driving, 
horses,  cattle,  hogs,  sheep,  sulky,  chair,  chi 
phaeton,  cart,  wagon,  sleigh,  sled,  or  other  carr 
of  burden  or  pleasure,  from  passing  through  the 
gates  or  turnpikes,  until  they  shall  respectively  1 
paid  the  same,  that  is  to  say :  For  every  spaoi 
twenty  miles  in  length  of  the  said  road,  the  foUoi 
sums  of  money,  and  so  in  proportion  for  any  gre 
or  lesser  distance,  to  wit :  For  every  score  of  si 
or  hogs,  six  and  a  quarter  cents ;  for  every  soor 
cattle,  twelve  and  a  half  cents ;  for  every  le( 
drove  horse,  one  cent ;  for  every  horse  and  rider 
and  a  quarter  cents;  for  every  sleigh  or  sled, 
each  horse  and  ox  drawing  the  same,  three  ce 
for  every  dearborn,  sulky,  chair,  or  chaise,  with 
horse,  twelve  and  a  half  cents;  for  every  cha 
coach,  ooachee,  stage  wagon,  phaeton,  chaise,  or  o 
bom,  with  two  horses  and  four  wheels,  eighteen 
three-quarter  cents ;  for  either  of  the  carriages 
mentioned,  with  four  horses,  twenty-five  cents, 
every  other  carriage  of  pleasure,  under  what 
name  it  may  go,  the  like'  sum,   according  to 
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number  of  wheels  and  horses  drawing  the  same.  For 
every  cart  or  wagon,  whose  wheels  do  not  exceed 
the  breadth  of  four  inches,  six  and  one-fourth  cents 
for  each  horse  or  ox  drawing  the  same.  For  every 
cart  or  wagon,  whose  wheels  shall  exceed  in  breadth 
four  inches,  and  not  exceeding  six  inches,  three 
cents  for  every  horse  or  ox  drawing  the  same  ;  and 
every  other  cart  or  wagon,  whose  wheels  shall  ex- 
ceed six  inches,  shall  pass  the  said  gates  free  and 
clear  of  toll :  Provided,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  may  authorize  the  superintendent  of 
the  road  to  commute  the  rates  of  toll  with  any  per- 
son, or  persons,  by  taking  of  him  or  thom  a  certain 
sum  annually,  in  lieu  of  the  tolls  aforesaid  :  And 
provided,  also,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  con- 
strued BO  as  "to  authorize  any  tolls  to  be  received  or 
collected  from  any  person  passing  to  or  from  public 
worship,  or  to  or  from  his  common  business  on  his 
farm  or  woodland,  or  to  or  from  a  funeral,  or  to  or 
from  a  mill :  And  provided  further.  That  no  toll 
shall  be  received  or  collected  for  the  passage  of  any 
wagon  or  carriage  laden  with  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  cannon  or  military  stores  be- 
longing to  the  United  States,  to  any  of  the  States 
composing  this  Union,  or  any  person  or  persons  on 
duty  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  or 
the  militia  of  any  of  the  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
toll-gatherers  shall  settle  their  accounts  quarterly 
with  the  superintendent  of  the  road,  and  at  all  other 
times  when  thereunto  required,  and  shall,  at  all 
times,  pay  over  to  him,  on  demand,  the  amount  of 
tolls  by  them  collected ;  and  it  shall  be  Ids  duty  to 
account  for  the  same  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  once  in  each  year,  and  quarterly,  if  re- 
quired. And  tile  said  superintendent  and  toll-gath- 
erers shall  govern  themselves  by  the  rules  and  regu- 
lations which  the  President  of  the  United  States  may 
from  time  to  time  prescribe. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
amount  of  tolls,  after  deducting  therefrom  the  ex- 
penses and  charges  of  collection,  shall  be  applied, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  repairs  and  preservation  of  said  road, 
in  such  manner,  and  under  such  regulations,  as  he 
may  from  time  to  time  prescribe,  and  to  no  other 
purpose  whatever. 

Sfx3.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  directors 
shall  be  erected  at  proper  and  convenient  situations, 
to  caution  all  conductors  or  drivers  of  carriages  on 
the  road  aforesaid,  that  they  shall  at  all  times  pass 
on  the  left  of  each  other,  under  the  penalty  of  three 
dollars  for  every  offeace. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  is  hereby  authorized  to  in- 
crease or  diminish  the  tolls  established  by  this  act, 
in  case  it  should  be  found  upon  trial  that  the  sum 
collected  is  more,  or  less,  than  is  necessary  to  keep 
the  said  road  in  repair ;  and  to  increase  or  lessen  the 
tolls  from  time  to  time,  on  any  particular  kind  of 
travelling  or  transportation,  so  as  to  preserve  an  equi- 
table scale  of  rates,  and  to  increase  or  diminish  the 
tolls  at  such  seasons  of  the  year  as  he  may  direct : 
Provided,  hovjever.  That  the  items  of  toUs  shaE  not, 
at  any  time,  be  increased  to  more  than  double  the 
rates  herein  established  and  allowed. 

Sec.  1.  And  he  U  fwrther  enacted.  That  if  any  of 
the  toll  gatherers  shall  unreasonably  delay  or  hinder 
any  passenger  or  traveller,  at  any  of  the  gates,  or 
shall  demand  or  receive  more  toll  than  is  by  this  act 


established,  he  shall,  for  each  and  every  such  offence, 
forfeit  and  pay,  to  the  party  so  aggrieved,  the  sum  of 
ten  dollars. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  per- 
son who  shall  use  the  said  road,  shall,  with  a  view  to 
evade  the  payment  of  the  tolls  required  by  this  act, 
leave  the  said  road,  and  go  round  the  said  gates, 
every  such  person  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit 
and  pay  to,  and  for  the  use  of,  the  United  States,  the 
sum  of  twelve  dollars. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  toU 
gatherers  on  the  said  rojd  shall,  respectively,  receive 
compensation  for  their  services  at  the  rate  of  twelve 
per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  tolls  by  them  respectively 
collected:  I¥ovided,  That  the  annual  compensation 
of  any  toll  gatherer  shall  never  exceed  the  sum  of 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  nor  shall  the  same  be 
less  in  any  one  year  than  one  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars ;  and  in  case  of  any  deficiency  in  the  amount 
collected  by  any  toll  gatherer,  below  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  dollais,  the  residue  shall  be  paid 
out  of  the  tolls  collected  at  the  other  gates  on  the 
said  road. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  re- 
pairing the  Cumberland  road,  the  sum  of  nine  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  ninety-four  dollars  and  twenty- 
five  cents,  (being  an  unexpended  balance  of  money 
appropriated  by  act  of  third  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  for  completing  the  same,) 
be,  and  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated :  Provided,  however.  That  all  expenditures  aris- 
ing under  this  act,  or  cormected  with  the  support  or 
repair  of  said  road,  beyond  the  sum  herein  appro- 
priated, shall  be  defrayed  out  of  the  toUs  collected 
under  said  acts,  and  from  no  other  fund. 

Mr.  Bassett,  with  a  view  to  such  a  consid- 
eration of  the  subject  as  its  importance  appear- 
ed to  him  to  require,  moved  to  refer  the  bill 
and  objections  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole ; 
but  the  House  refused  to  commit  the  bill. 

Mr.  Vbight  expressed  in  strong  terms  his 
approbation  of  the  Message  of  the  President, 
particularly  on  the  ground  that,  to  impose  a 
toll  on  this  particular  road,  while  other  roads 
were  free,  would  be  an  unequal  and  oppressive 
tax,  &c.  He  was,  however,  in  favor  of  keeping 
this  road  in  repair  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
States. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  "Shall  this 
bill  pass,  notwithstanding  the  objections  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States?"  and  the  vote 
was  as  follows : 

Yeas.— Messrs.  Barstow,  Bateman,  Blackledge, 
Burrows,  Campbel  lof  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Chambers, 
Cocke,  Cook,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Deni- 
son,  Dickinson,  Durfee,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connec- 
ticut, Findlay,  Fuller,  Hardin,  Hemphill,  Hendricks, 
Hill  Hooks,  Hubbard,  Jackson,  F.  Johnson,  Jones  of 
Tennessee,  Kirkland,  Leftwich,  Little,  McCarty,  Mc- 
Duffie,  Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Mihior,  Montgomery,  Moore 
of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Virginia,  Neale,  Newton, 
Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Plumer  of  New  Hamp- 
shire Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Rankin,  Eeid  of  Geor- 
gia, Rich,  Ross,  Russ,  Saunders,  Sawyer,  Scott,  Ser- 
geant, Sloan,  S.  Smith,  W.  Smith,  Stewart,  Stod- 
dard, Swearingen,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Trimble,  Upham, 
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Vance,  Wallter,  Walworths  WUliams  of  Virginia,  and 
Woodson— G8. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Speaker,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Archer,  Ball,  Basaett,  Blair,  Borland, 
Burton,  Butler,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  New  York, 
Cannon,  Golden,  Conner,  Crafts,  Crudup,  Edwards 
of  North  Carolina,  Eustis,  Farrelly,  Floyd,  Gilmer, 
Gist,  Gross,  Harvey,  Hawks,  Hobart,  J.  S.  Johnston, 
Jones  of  Virginia,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Long,  McCoy, 
MoSherry,  Matlaok,  Matson,  Mattocks,  Mitchell  of 
Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Murray, 
Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Over- 
street,  Patterson  of  Now  York,  Phillips,  Pitcher,  Reed 
of  Massachusetts,  Reed  of  Maryland,  Rhea,  Rogers, 
Ruggles,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  Spencer, 
Sterling  of  Connecticut,  Tatnall,  Taylor,  Thomson, 
Tracy,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Van  Wyck,  Whipple,  White,  Williams  of  North 
Carolina,  Williamson,  Wilson,  Wood,  Woodcock, 
Worman,  and  Wright — 72. 

Two-tMrds  of  all  the  members  being  required 
to  carry  this  questioD,  and  a  majority  having 
voted  against  it,  it  was  of  course  not  carried  ; 
and  the  bill  was  rejected. 


Wednesdat,  May  8. 

The  House  met  at  six  o'oloolr,  according  to 
order,  and,  it  appearing  that  a  quorum  was  not 
present,  and  it  being  made  known  to  the  House 
that  the  Senate  did  not  meet  until  ten  o'clock 
to-day,  a  recess  of  this  House  was  ordered  un- 
til ten  o'clock. 

At  ten  o'clock  the  House  reassembled,  and 
continued  in  session,  with  occasional  recesses, 
until  all  the  business  which  was  transacted  yes- 
terday was  put  in  form,  and  the  necessary  mes- 
sages interchanged  between  the  President  and 
the  two  Houses. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mallaet,  (Mr.  Tatloe 
being  temporarily  in  the  chair,)  it  was 

Resolved^  unanlnwusly^  That  the  thanks  of  this 
House  be  presented  to  the  honorable  Philip  P.  Bar- 
bour, for  the  assiduity,  promptitude,  and  ability,  with 
which  he  has  administered  the  duties  of  the  Chair 
during  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Hill  and  Mr.  Little  were  appointed  to 
announce  to  the  President  that  the  House  had 
got  through  their  business,  and  were  ready  to 
adjourn. 

The  committee  having  a  little  before  three 
o'clock  stated  to  the  House,  that  the  President 
had  informed  them  he  had  no  further  commu- 
nication to  make — 

Mr.  Speaker  Bakboue  rose  and  addressed  the 
House  as  follows: 

At  the  commencement  of  the  present  session,  when 
I  was  unexpectedly  called  by  you  to  the  Chair,  I  ex- 
pressed the  profound  sense  of  gratitude  which  I  felt 
for  that  distinguished  mark  of  your  confidence  ;  at 
the  close  of  the  session,  I  have  to  acknowledge  a  new 
and  increased  weight  of  obligation,  arising  from  the 
resolution  which  you  have  this  day  adopted.  I 
should  not,  under  any  circumstances,  have  been  vain 
enough  to  suppose  that  I  could  have  passed  through 
the  long  and  laborious  session,  which  is  just  about  to 


be  terminated,  without  falling  into  some  error  i 
less  could  I  have  hoped  for  it,  under  the  consc 
ness  which  I  felt  of  my  inexperience  in  relation  t 
duties  of  my  office ;  if,  however,  I  have  erred,  I 
it  has  been  in  points  not  material ;  I  know  it 
been  unintentional ;  and  the  approbation  which 
have  to-day  expressed  of  my  conduct  affords  to  i 
gratifying  proof,  that,  whilst  you  have  given  i 
generous  credit  for  the  purity  of  my  motives,  w 
you  have,  with  a  kind  indulgence,  overlooked  mj 
feots,  you  have  done  more  than  justice  to  my 
efforts  to  merit  your  good  opinion.  The  recolle( 
of  these  things  will  long  be  cherished  by  me 
source  of  pleasure ;  it  will  add  to  a  sense  of  dui 
new  motive  to  endeavor,  by  every  possible  exer 
to  acquit  myselfofthe  high  responsibility  ofmyoi 
in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  you.  At  this  momei 
approaching  separation,  permit  me  to  assure  yo 
my  friendship  and  good  feelings  to  you  all,  am 
express  the  sincere  desire,  that,  upon  retiring  i 
the  toils  of  legislation,  you  may  have  a  safe  and  hi 
return  to  the  bosoms  of  your  respective  famiUes, 
that,  when  you  have  arrived  there,  you  may  e 
the  happiness  and  peace  which  ought  to  belong  ti 
domestic  state. 

The  Speakke  then  adjourned  the  House 
til  ihe  first  Monday  in  Beceiriber  next,  the 
fixed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  St 
for  the  annual  meeting  of  Congress. 


SLTPLEMENTAL  SPEECH. 

\From  the  National  Intelligencer,  October  16,  18i 

A  Rehc  of  the  late  Willlam  Lowkdes.- 
all  the  distinguished  men  who  have  passed  perio< 
their  lives  in  either  House  of  Congress  there  is 
tainly  no  one,  of  any  thing  like  equal  ability, 
has  left  fewer  traces  on  the  page  of  history,  or  or 
records  of  Congress,  than  Wiluajii  Lowndes, 
eminent  Representative  for  several  years  of  the  S 
of  South  Carolina.  Not  that  he  was  less  horn 
and  respected,  as  well  for  his  elevated  patriotism 
his  fine  intellect,  as  for  his  high  moral  qualities 
his  social  virtues,  than  any  one  of  his  contemp 
ries  in  pubho  life.  But  that  so  few  of  his  eloqi 
speeches  are  to  he  found  on  record  is  attributabli 
part,  to  his  unfeigned  diflBdence,  which  placed 
than  their  true  value  upon  his  own  exertions,  an 
part  to  an  objection  which  he  had,  on  principh 
the  practice,  then  general,  of  writing  ovi  speeche 
publication,  either  before  or  after  the  delivery. 

A  sketch,  however,  of  one  of  the  briefest  of 
speeches  of  this  eminent  statesman,  (who  but  for 
retiring  modesty  might,  to  our  knowledge,  1 
worn  the  highest  honors  in  the  gift  of  his  Gov 
ment,)  we  are  now  enabled  to  present  to  our  reai 
through  the  kindness  of  a  friend,  into  whose  poi 
sion  it  came  by  the  death  of  a  relative.  Besides 
rarity  of  this  production,  as  an  exception  to  Mr. 
rule  to  decline  waiting  out  his  speeches,  the  subje 
which  it  relates  cannot  fail  to  interest  every  re 
who  rightly  appreciates  the  memory  of  Pekry,  th( 
nowned  naval  commander,  whose  victory  on  Lake  1 
during  the  war  of  1812,  gave  safety  to  the  exp 
frontier  of  the  country,  and  greatly  contributed, 
the  subsequent  events,  to  bring  about  an  honoi 
and  happy  peace. — Editors  Nat.  Int. 
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Endorsed  in  Mr.  Senator  Silsbke's  Tumdwriting, 
"  SpEKOH  of  Hon.  "W.  Lowndes,  for  the  Be- 
lief of  the  Family  of  Gommodore  Peeet, 
toritten  off  by  Mr.  L.  c^t  my  request."  Session 
o/1820-'21.— /am.  23-24. 

Mr.  Chairman :  I  could,  wish,  but  I  dare  not 
hope,  that  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Haedin,)  by  withdrawing  his  amendment,  will 
afford  to  the  committee  the  opportunity  of  giv- 
ing a  direct  vote  on  the  bill  which  is  before 
them.  If  the  health  of  my  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Randolph)  had  allowed  him  to  ex- 
plain his  views  to  the  committee,  I  should  have 
been  entirely  sUent.  As  it  is,  I  shall  say  but  a 
few  words. 

We  do  not  object  to  the  law  which  defines 
the  cases  in  which  pensions  may  he  given  by 
the  Executive  Government,  and  limits  their 
amount.  It  is  right  that  there  should  be  a 
general  rule,  and  that  prescribed  by  the  law  is 
a  safe  one.  It  is  a  law  to  the  Executive  Gov- 
ernment. But  it  does  not  withdraw  from  Con- 
gress the  power.  It  cannot  supersede  the  duty 
of  expressing  our  gratitude  for  signal  services, 
and  of  providing  (where  the  letter  of  the  law 
does  not  do  so)  for  the  family  of  the  man  who 
lived  and  died  for  his  country. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  says  that 
Commodore  Perry  did  not  die  of  a  wound.  It 
was  his  last  regret  that  he  had  not  fallen  on  the 
quarter-deck  of  his  own  ship.  But  the  disease 
which  carried  him  off  was  one  to  which  he 
could  not  have  been  exposed  but  in  obedience 
to  the  orders  of  his  Government.  He  died  not 
only  while  he  was  in  service,  but  because  he 
was  in  service.  Shall  we  aggravate  the  irre- 
parable loss  of  his  family  by  leaving  it  in  hope- 
less poverty  ?  Gentlemen  are  unwilling  to  grant 
pensions.  They  are  granted  now.  They  fear, 
from  the  example  of  other  nations,  that  we  shall 
become  profuse  in  our  generosity.  No  Govern- 
ment has  been  lavish  to  the  dead.  Postpone 
the  remuneration  for  the  highest  military  ser- 
vices until  the  man  who  rendered  them  is  no 
more,  and  the  most  suspicious  economy  may 
hug  itself  in  confidence  that  the  hour  of  danger- 
ous extravagance  has  passed. 

You  will  not  say  that  our  gratitude  should 
end  with  the  services  of  Commodore  Perry — 
with  his  life  ?  But,  his  services  have  not  ended. 
We  have  stiU  the  inland  seas  which  were  re- 
covered by  his  arms.  His  example  lives ;  and 
if,  at  some  period  of  future  depression  and  dis- 
may, we  shall  be  told  that  single  ships  may  an- 
noy the  commerce  of  our  enemy,  but  that  an 
assembled  fleet  would  be  a  prize  to  a  power 


which  it  is  wiser  to  elude-than  to  resist,  his  ex- 
ample shall  rebuke  our  weakness  and  enlighten 
our  feehng.  You  will  rally  .  the  desponding 
spirits  of  the  country  by  his  name.  I  am  not 
willing  to  speak  of  the  battle  of  Lake  Erie.  It 
is  a  theme  for  pride  and  emulation,  and  that 
temper  is  subdued  in  me  now,  by  the  condition 
of  that  man's  family,  to  whom  we  owe  the  vic- 
tory. But,  though  I  cannot  describe,  never 
shall  I  forget  the  circumstances  of  that  battle. 
Courage  might  have  saved  your  fleet  from  cap- 
ture, not  from  destruotfon.  The  highest  praise 
of  other  men  would  have  been  to  take  refuge 
from  captivity  in  honorable  death.  The  battle 
was  already  lost ;  and  it  was  at  a  moment  when 
the  rarest  union  of  skill  and  courage  could  not 
have  effected  a  retreat,  that  the  genius  of  Perry 
gave  you  a  victory.  You  all  remember  the  de- 
spondence which  preceded  that  victory,  the 
confldenoe  which  followed  it.  It  gave  a  new, 
and,  I  trust,  a  permanent  direction  to  the  naval 
policy  of  this  country.  I  know  of  no  action  of 
modern  or  of  ancient  times  where  success  has 
resulted  more  undeniably  from  the  personal 
conduct  of  the  commander.  Two  of  the  great- 
est actions  of  our  day  have  been  decided  by  the 
arrival  of  an  unexpected  reinforcement.*  But 
who  will  tell  me  of  another  commander,  who, 
in  the  most  desperate  peril  of  his  battle,  left  the 
command  which  he  could  not  otherwise  save, 
and  brought  back  with  him  the  reinforcement 
which  saved  his  victory  ?  The  naval  glory  of 
the  country  is  without  spot.  I  make  no  invidi- 
ous demonstration.  I  apply  no  prism  to  the 
ray  to  separate  the  different  colors  whose  gene- 
ral character  is  light.  But  the  Navy  which  has 
done  so  much  for  the  nation  feels  how  much 
has  been  done  by  the  battle  of  Lake  Erie  for  its 
character  and  its  prospects.  There  is  not  a  sea- 
man whose  homely  meal  would  not  be  embit- 
tered by  the  reflection  that  the  family  of  his  old 
commander  had  been  excluded  from  the  bounty 
of  his  Government.  If,  Mr.  Chairman,  tliat 
commander  had  longer  lived,  if  another  war,  if 

an  Atlantic  Navy But  I  must  not  pursue 

this  course  of  observation.  My  mind  is  suffi- 
ciently filled  with  the  recollection  of  what  he 
was,  without  reflecting  upon  what  he  would  have 
been.  We  have,  gentlemen,  the  faUest  proof 
that  the  objects  of  the  proposed  bounty  are  en- 
tirely destitute.  The  question  is  a  simple  one. 
Will  you  decide,  by  your  votes,  that  the  children 
of  Commodore  Perry  shall  be  without  educa- 
tion— his  wife  without  a  home? 


*  Marengo  and  Waterloo. 
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SEVENTEENTH  CONGRESS -SECOND  SESSION. 


BEGUN   AT    THE    CITY    OF   WASHINGTON,   DECEMBER    2,   1822. 


PEOCEEDINGS  m  THE  SENATE. 


Monday,  December  2,  1822. 
The  Second  Session  of  the  Seventeenth  Con- 
gress commenced  this  day  at  the  city  of  "Wash- 
ington, conformably  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  Senate  assembled. 

PRESENT : 

David  L.  Moeeill,  and  John  F.  Paeeott, 
from  New  Hampshire. 

James  Llqtd,  from  Massachusetts. 

Nehemiah  E.  Knight,  from  Ehode  Island. 

Elijah  Boaedman,  and  James  Lanman,  from 
Connecticut. 

William  A.  Palmee,  and  Hoeatio  Setmoue, 
from  Vermont. 

EnFus  King,  and  Maetin  Van  Bueen,  from 
New  York. 

Mahlon  Diokeeson,  from  New  Jersey. 

William  Findlay,  and  Walter  Lowkib, 
from  Piinnsylvania. 

C^SAB  A.  Eodney,  and  Nicholas  Van  Dyke, 
from  Delaware. 

James  Baeboitk,  and  James  Pleasants,  jr., 
from  Virginia. 

Nathaniel  Macon,  from  North  Carolina. 

John  Gaillaed,  and  Wllliam  Smith,  from 
South  Carolina. 

Eichaed  M.  Johnson,  and  Isham  Talbot, 
from  Kentucky. 

John  H.  Eaton,  and  John  Williams,  from 
Tennessee. 

Ethan  Allen  Beown,  and  Benjamin  Eug- 
6LE8,  from  Ohio. 

James  Beown,  and  Hbney  Johnson,  from 
Louisiana. 

James  Noble,  and  Wallee  Tayloe,  from  In- 
diana. 

David  Holmes,  and  Thomas  H.  Williams, 
from  Mississippi. 

NiNiAN  Edwaeds,  from  Illinois. 

John  Chandler,  and  John  H!olmes,  from 
Maine. 

David  Baeton,  from  Missouri. 

John  Gaillaed,  President  pro  tempore,  re- 
sumed the  Chair. 


James  Lloyd,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts 
supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  deatl 
Haeeison  Geay  Otis,  produced  his  credent 
was  qualified,  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the  I 
ate. 

A  quorum  of  the  members  being  presei 
message  yfas,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Baeboite, 
to  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  announ 
the  fact,  and  the  readiness  of  the  Senat( 
proceed  to  business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baeboke,  a  committee 
appointed  to  join  the  Committee  of  the  H( 
of  Eepresentatives  to  wait  on  the  President 
the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that  the 
Houses  are  ready  to  receive  any  communica 
from  him ;  and  Mr.  King,  of  New  York, 
Mr.  Macon,  were  appointed;  and  the  Sei 
then  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  December  3. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  Vice  President  of 
United  States  and  President  of  the  Senate, 
tended. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  reported,  from 
joint  committee,  that  they  had  waited  on 
President  of  the  United  "States,  and  that 
President  of  the  United  States  informed 
committee  that  he  would  make  a  commui 
tion  to  the  two  Houses  this  day. 

Mr.  Lanman  submitted  a  proposition  for 
appointment  of  two  chaplains,  to  interchs 
weekly  between  the  two  Houses  of  Congre 

President's  Annual  Message. 

After  adopting  several  orders  connected  i 
the  despatch  of  business — 

The  following  Message  was  received  from 
Pbesidbnt  of  the  United  States  : 
Fellow-citizens  of  the  Senate  and 

Home  of  Representatives  : 

Many  causes  unite  to  make  our  present  mei 
peculiarly  interesting  to  our  constituents.  The 
ration  of  our  laws  on  the  various  subjects  to  v 
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tbey  apply,  with  the  amendments  which  they  ocoa- 
BJonally  require,  imposes,  annually,  an  important  duty 
on  the  representatives  of  a  free  people.  Our  system 
has  happily  advanced  to  such  maturity,  that  I  am 
not  aware  that  your  cares,  in  that  respect,  will  be 
augmented.  Other  causes  exist  which  are  highly  in- 
teresting to  the  whole  civilized  world,  and  to  no  por- 
tion of  it  more  so,  in  certain  views,  than  to  the 
United  States.  Of  these  causes,  and  of  their  hearing 
on  the  interests  of  our  Union,  I  shall  communicate 
the  sentiments  which  I  have  formed  with  that  free- 
dom which  a  sense  of  duty  dictates.  It  is  proper, 
however,  to  invite  your  attention,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, to  those  concerns  respecting  which  Legislative 
provision  is  thought  to  be  particularly  urgent. 

On  the  24th  of  June  last,  a  Convention  of  Naviga- 
tion and  Commerce  was  concluded,  in  this  city,  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  France,  by  Ministers 
duly  authorized  for  the  purpose.  The  sanction  of  the 
Executive  having  been  given  to  this  convention  under 
a  conviction  that,  taking  all  its  stipulations  into  view, 
it  rested  essentially  on  a  basis  of  reciprocal  and  equal 
advantage,  I  deemed  it  my  duty,  in  compliance  with 
the  authority  vested  in  the  Executive  by  the  second 
section  of  the  act  of  the  last  session,  of  the  6th  May, 
concerning  navigation,  to  suspend,  by  proclamation, 
tmtil  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  the  op- 
eration of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  impose  a  new 
tonnage  duty  on  French  ships  and  vessels,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  and  to  suspend,  likewise,  all  other 
duties  on  French  vessels,  or  the  goods  imported  in 
them,  which  exceeded  the  duties  on  American  ves- 
sels, and  on  similar  goods  imported  in  them.  I 
shall  submit  this  convention  forthwith  to  the  Senate 
for  its  advice  and  consent  as  to  the  ratification. 

Since  your  last  session,  the  prohibition  which  had 
been  imposed  on  the  commerce  between  the  United 
States  and  the  British  colonies,  in  the  West  Indies 
and  on  this  continent,  has  likewise  been  removed. 
Satisfactory  evidence  having  been  adduced  that  the 
ports  of  those  colonies  had  been  opened  to  the  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States  by  an  act  of  the  British 
Parliament,  bearing  date  on  the  24:th  of  Jane  last,  on 
the  conditions  specified  therein,  I  deemed  it  proper, 
in  compliance  with  the  provision  of  the  first  section  of 
the  act  of  the  last  session  above  recited,  to  declare, 
by  proclamation,  bearing  date  on  the  24th  of  August 
last,  that  the  ports  of  the  United  States  should 
thenceforward,  and  until  the  end  of  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  be  open  to  the  vessels  of  Great  Britain 
employed  in  that  trade,  under  the  limitation  specified 
in  &at  proclamation. 

A  doubt  was  entertained  whether  the  act  of  Con- 
gress applied  to  the  British  colonies  on  this  conti- 
nent, as  well  as  to  those  in  the  West  Indies ;  hut,  as 
the  act  of  Parliament  opened  the  intercourse  equally 
with  both,  and  it  was  the  manifest  intention  of  Con- 
gress, as  well  as  the  obvious  policy  of  the  United 
States,  that  the  provisions  of  lie  act  of  Parliament 
should  he  met,  in  equal  extent,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  and  as  also  the  act  of  Congress  was 
supposed  to  vest  in  the  President  some  discretion  in 
the  execution  of  it,  I  thought  it  advisable  to  give  it  a 
corresponding  construction. 

Should  the  constitutional  sanction  of  the  Senate 
be  given  to  the  ratification  of  the  Convention  with 
France,  legislative  provisions  wUl  be  necessary  to 
carry  it  fiiUy  into  effect,  as  it  likewise  will  be  to  con- 
tinue in  force,  on  such  conditions  as  may  be  deemed 
just  and  proper,  the  intercourse  which  has  been 


opened  between  the  United  States  and  the  British 
colonies.  Every  light  in  the  possession  of  the  Execu- 
tive, will,  in  due  time,  be  communicated  on  both 
subjects. 

Resting  essentially  on  a  basis  of  reciprocal  and 
equal  advantage,  it  has  been  the  object  of  the  Execu- 
tive, in  transactions  with  other  powers,  to  meet  the 
propositions  of  each  with  a  liberal  Spirit,  believing 
that  thereby  the  interest  of  our  country  would  be 
most  effectually  promoted.  This  course  has  been 
systematically  pursued  in  the  late  occurrences  with 
France  and  Great  Britain,  and  in  strict  accord  with 
the  views  of  the  Legisliture.  A  confident  hope  is 
entertained,  that,  by  the  arrangement  thus  com- 
menced with  each,  all  differences  respecting  naviga- 
tion and  commerce  with  the  dominions  in  question, 
will  be  adjusted,  and  a  solid  foundation  be  laid  for  an 
active  and  permanent  intercourse,  which  will  prove 
equally  advantageous  to  both  parties. 

The  decision  of  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor 
of  Russia,  on  the  question  submitted  to  him  by  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  concernuig  the 
construction  of  the  first  Article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent,  has  been  received.  A  Convention  has  since 
been  concluded,  between  the  parties,  under  the  me- 
diation of  His  Imperial  Majesty,  to  prescribe  the 
mode  by  which  that  article  shall  be  carried  into 
effect,  in  conformity  with  that  decision.  I  shall  sub- 
mit this  Convention  to  the  Senate  for  its  advice  and 
consent,  as  to  the  ratification,  and,  if  obtained,  shall 
immediately  bring  the  subject  before  Congress,  for 
such  provisions  as  may  require  the  interposition  of 
the  Legislature. 

In  compliance  with  the  act  of  the  last  session,  a 
territorial  government  has  been  established  in 
Florida,  on  the  principles  of  our  system.*  By  this 
act,  the  inhabitants  are  secured  in  the  full  enjoyment 
of  their  rights  and  liberties,  and  to  admission  into 
the  Union,  with  equal  participation  in  the  govern- 
ment with  the  original  States,  on  the  conditions 
heretofore  prescribed  to  other  territories.  By  a 
clause  in  the  ninth  Article  of  the  Treaty  with  Spain, 
by  which  that  Territory  was  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  it  is  stipulated  that  satisfaction  shall  be  made 
for  the  injuries,  if  any,  which,  by  process  of  law, 
shall  be  established  to  have  been  suffered,  by  the 
Spanish  oflioers,  and  individual  Spanish  inhabitants, 
by  the  late  operations  of  our  troops,  in  Florida.  No 
provision  having  yet  been  made  to  cany  that  stipu- 
lation into  effect,  it  is  submitted  to  the  consideration 
of  Congress,  whether  it  will  not  be  proper  to  vest  the 

*  Id  contradistinction  to  the  Spanish  system,  which  was 
only  temporary,  and  to  prevail  while  taking  possession  of 
the  Territory,  and  until  Congress  could  have  time  to  organ- 
ize a  regular  Territorial  Government  The  energy  with 
which  General  Jackson  had  exercised  the  powers  of  Captain 
General  of  Cuba,  had  quickened  the  diUgenoe  of  Congress, 
and  the  bill,  "  on  the  principles  of  onr  own  system,"  was 
passed  at  the  first  session  of  Congress,  after  the  exhibition 
of  that  energy.  It  was  the  first  grade  of  the  Territorial 
Government,  as  contained  in  the  ordinance  of  '87,  with  so 
much  of  the  second  grade  as  admitted  a  resident  council  to 
a  share  in  the  legislative  power — the  same  that  had  been 
allowed  to  the  Oilcans  Territorial  Government  when  a  reg- 
ular government  was  given  to  that  Territory  in  place  of  the 
temporary  Spanish  system,  wMch  was  continued  as  it  was 
found  until  Congress  had  time  to  mature  a  government  ac- 
cording to  that  constitution  for  Territories — the  ordinance 
of '87,  adopted  by  the  Congress  of '89. 
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competent  power  in  the  district  court  at  Pensaoola, 
or  in  some  tribunal,  to  be  specially  organized  for  the 
purpose. 

The  fiscal  operations  of  the  year  have  been  more 
successful  than  had  been  anticipated  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  during  the  three 
first  quarters  of  the  year,  have  exceeded  the  sum  of 
fourteen  millions  seven  hundred  and  forty-five  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  payments  made  at  the  Treasury 
during  the  same  period,  have  exceeded  twelve  mil- 
lions two  hundred  and  seventy-nine  thousand  dollars ; 
leaving  in  the  Treasury  on  the  30th  day  of  Septem- 
ber last,  (including  one  million  one  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-two 
dollars  and  twenty-four  cents,  which  were  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  first  day  of  January  last,)  a  sum 
exceeding  four  millions  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  thousand  dollars. 

Besides  discharging  all  demands  for  the  current 
service  of  the  year,  including  the  interest  and  reim- 
bursement of  the  public  debt,  the  six  per  cent,  stock 
of  1796,  amounting  to  eighty  thousand  dollars,  has 
been  redeemed.  It  is  estimated  that,  after  defraying 
the  current  expenses  of  the  present  quarter,  and  re- 
deeming the  two  millions  of  six  per  cent,  stock  of 
1820,  there  will  remain  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  first 
day  of  January  next,  nearly  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars. It  is  estimated  that  the  gross  amount  of  duties 
which  have  been  secured,  from  the  first  of  January 
to  the  30th  of  September  last,  has  exceeded  nine- 
teen millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the 
amount  for  the  whole  year  will  probably  not  fall 
short  of  twenty-three  millions  of  dollars. 

Of  the  actual  force  in  service  under  the  present 
Military  Establishment,  the  posts  at  which  it  is  sta- 
tioned, and  the  condition  of  each  post,  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  which  is  now  communicated, 
will  give  a  distinct  idea.  By  like  reports,  the  state 
of  the  Academy  at  "West  Point  will  be  seen,  as  will 
be  the  progress  which  has  been  made  on  the  fortifi- 
cations along  the  coast,  and  at  the  National  Armo- 
ries and  Arsenals. 

The  position  on  the  Red  River,  and  that  at  the 
Sault  of  St.  Marie,  are  the  only  new  posts  that  have 
been  taken.  These  posts,  with  those  already  occu- 
pied in  the  interior,  are  thought  to  be  well  adapted 
to  the  protection  of  our  frontiers.  All  the  force,  not 
placed  in  the  garrisons  along  the  coast,  and  in  the 
ordnance  depots,  and  indispensably  necessary  there, 
is  placed  on  the  frontiers. 

The  organization  of  the  several  corps  composing 
the  army,  is  such  as  to  admit  its  expansion  to  a  great 
extent,  in  case  of  emergency,  the  officers  carrying 
with  them  all  the  light  which  they  possess  to  the 
new  corps,  to  which  they  might  be  appointed. 

With  the  organization  of  the  staff;  there  is  equal 
cause  to  be  satisfied.  By  the  concentration  of  every 
branch,  with  its  chief  in  this  city,  in  the  presence  of 
the  Department,  and  with  a  gi-ade,  in  the  chief  mili- 
tary station,  to  keep  alive  and  cherish  a  military 
spirit,  the  greatest  promptitude  in  the  execution  of 
orders,  with  the  greatest  economy  and  efficiency,  are 
secured.  The  same  view  is  taken  of  the  Military 
Academy.  Good  order  is  preserved  in  it,  and  the 
youth  are  well  instructed  in  every  science  connected 
with  the  great  objects  of  the  Institution.  They  are 
also  well  trained  and  disciplined  in  the  practical 
parts  of  the  profession.  It  has  been  always  found 
difficult  to  control  the  ardor  inseparable  from  that 


early  age,  in  such  manner  as  to  give  it  a  pi 
direction.  The  rights  of  manhood  are  too  t 
claimed,  prematurely ;  in  pressing  which  too  far, 
respect  which  is  due  to  age,  and  the  obedience 
cessary  to  a  course  of  study  and  instruction,  in  e 
such  institution,  are  sometimes  lost  sight  of. 
great  object  to  be  accomplished,  is  the  restraii 
that  ardor,  by  such  wise  regulations  and  govemm 
as,  by  directing  all  the  energies  of  the  youthful  r 
to  the  attainment  of  useful  knowledge,  will  kee 
within  a  just  subordination,  and  at  the  same  1 
elevate  it  to  the  highest  purposes.  This  object  se 
to  be  essentially  obtained  in  this  Institution, 
with  great  advantage  to  the  Union. 

The  Military  Academy  forms  the  basis,  in  rej 
to  science,  on  which  the  Military  Establishn 
rests.  It  furnishes  annually,  after  due  examinal 
and  on  the  report  of  the  academic  staff,  many  v 
informed  youths  to  fill  the  vacancies  which  occu 
the  several  corps  of  the  army,  while  others,  who 
tire  to  private  life,  carry  with  them  such  att 
ments,  as,  under  the  right  reserved  to  the  sev 
States  to  appoint  the  officers,  and  to  train  the  mil 
will  enable  them,  by  affording  a  wider  field  foi 
lection,  to  promote  the  great  object  of  the  pc 
vested  in  Congress,  of  providing  for  the  organiz 
arming,  and  disciplining  the  militia.  Thus,  by 
mutual  and  harmonious  co-operation  of  the 
Governments,  in  the  execution  of  a  power  divi 
between  them,  an  object  always  to  be  cherished, 
attainment  of  a  great  result,  on  which  our  lihei 
may  depend,  cannot  fail  to  be  secured.  I  hav 
add,  that,  in  proportion  as  our  regular  force  is  sn 
should  the  instruction  and  discipline  of  the  mili 
the  great  resource  on  which  we  rely,  be  pushe< 
the  utmost  extent  that  circumstances  will  admit. 

A  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will  c 
municate  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in 
construction  of  vessels  of  war,  with  other  interes 
details  respecting  the  actual  state  of  the  affaii 
that  department.  It  has  been  found  necessary 
the  protection  of  our  commerce,  to  maintain 
usual  squadrons  on  the  Mediterranean,  the  Pac 
and  along  the  Atlantic  coast,  extending  the  cru 
of  the  latter  into  the  West  Indies,  where  piracy, 
ganized  into  a  system,  has  preyed  on  the  comm( 
of  every  country  trading  thither.  A  cruise  has 
been  maintained  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  when 
season  would  permit,  for  the  suppression  of  the  si 
trade ;  and  orders  have  been  given  to  the  c 
manders  of  all  our  puolic  ships  to  seize  our  own 
sels,  should  they  find  any  engaged  in  that  trade, 
to  bring  them  in  for  adjudication. 

In  the  West  Indies  piracy  is  of  recent  date,  wl 
may  explain  the  cause  why  other  powers  have 
combined  against  it.  By  the  documents  commi 
cated,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  efforts  of  the  Un 
bt-ates  to  suppress  it,  have  had  a  very  salutary  efl 
The  benevolent  provision  of  the  act,  under  which 
protection  has  been  extended  alike  to  the  cornm* 
of  other  nations,  cannot  fail  to  be  duly  appreoii 
by  them. 

In  compliance  with  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
titled  "  An  act  to  abolish  the  United  States  Trai 
Establishments,"  agents  were  immediately  appoic 
and  instructed,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secre 
of  the  Treasury,  to  close  the  business  of  the  trad 
houses  among  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  settle  the 
counts  of  the  factors  and  sub-factors  engaged  in 
trade,  and  to  execute,  in  all  other  respects,  the 
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junctions  of  that  act,  in  the  mode  prescribed  therein. 
A  final  report  of  their  proceedings  shall  be  commu- 
nicated to  Congress  as  soon  as  it  is  reoeiyed. 

It  is  with  great  regret  I  have  to  state  that  a  seri- 
ous malady  has  deprived  us  of  many  valuable  citizens 
at  Pensacola,  and  checked  the  progress  of  some  of 
those  arrangements  ■which  are  important  to  the  Ter- 
ritory. This  effect  has  been  sensibly  felt  in  respect 
to  the  Indians  who  inhabit  that  Territory,  consisting 
of  the  remnants  of  several  tribes,  who  occupy  the 
middle  ground  between  St.  Augustine  and  Pensacola, 
with  extensive  claims,  but  undefined  boundaries. 
Although  peace  is  preserved  with  those  Indians,  yet 
their  position  and  claims  tend  essentially  to  interrupt 
the  intercourse  between  the  Eastern  and  Western 
parts  of  the  Territory,  on  which  our  inhabitants  are 
principally  settled.  It  is  essential  to  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  the  Territory,  as  well  as  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Union,  that  these  Indians  should  be  re- 
moved, by  special  compact  with  them,  to  some  other 
position,  or  concentrated  within  narrower  limits 
where  they  are.  With  the  limited  means  in  the 
power  of  the  Executive,  instructions  were  given  to 
the  Governor  to  accomplish  this  object,  so  far  as  it 
might  be  practicable,  which  was  prevented  by  the 
distressing  malady  referred  to.  To  carry  it  fully 
into  effect,  in  either  mode,  additional  funds  will  be 
necessary,  to  the  provision  of  which  the  powers  of 
Congress  alone  are  competent.  With  a  view  to  such 
provision  as  may  be  deemed  proper,  the  subject  is 
submitted  to  your  consideration,  and,  in  the  interim, 
further  proceedings  are  suspended. 

It  appearing  that  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An 
act  regulating  the  staff  of  the  Army,"  which  passed 
on  the  llth  April,  1818,  as  relates  to  the  Commis- 
sariat, will  expire  in  April  next,  and  the  practical 
operation  of  that  department  having  evinced  its  great 
utility,  the  propriety  of  its  renewal  is  submitted  to 
your  consideration. 

The  view  which  has  been  taken  of  the  probable 
productiveness  of  the  lead  mines,  connected  with  the 
importance  of  the  material  to  the  public  defence, 
makes  it  expedient  that  they  should  be  managed 
with  peculiar  care.  It  is  therefore  suggested  whether 
it  will  not  comport  with  the  public  interest  to  provide 
by  law  for  the  appointment  of  an  agent  skilled  in 
mineralogy,  to  superintend  them,  under  the  direction 
of  the  proper  department. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Cumberland  road,  which 
was  constructed  at  a  great  expense,  has  already  suf- 
fered from  the  want  of  that  regular  superintendence, 
and  of  those  repairs,  which  are  indispensable  to  the 
preservation  of  such  a  work.  This  road  is  of  incal- 
culable advantage,  in  facilitating  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  Western  and  the  Atlantic  States.  Through 
it,  the  whole  country  firom  the  northern  extremity 
of  Lake  Erie  to  the  Mississippi,  and  from  all  the 
waters  which  empty  into  each,  finds  an  easy  and  di- 
rect communication  to  the  seat  of  Government,  and 
thence  to  the  Atlantic.  The  facility  which  it  affords" 
to  all  military  and  commercial  operations,  and  also 
to  those  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  cannot  be 
estimated  too  highly.  This  great  work  is  likewise 
an  ornament  and  an  honor  to  the  nation.  Believing 
that  a  competent  power  to  adopt  and  execute  a  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvement  has  not  been  granted  to 
Congress,  but  that  such  a  power,  confined  to  great 
national  purposes,  and  with  proper  limitations,  would 
be  productive  of  eminent  advantage  to  our  Union,  I 
have  thought  it  advisable  that  an  amendment  of  the 


constitution,  to  that  effect,  should  be  recommended 
to  the  several  States.  A  bill  which  assumed  the 
right  to  adopt  and  execute  such  a  system  having 
been  presented  for  my  signature,  at  the  last  session, 
I  was  compelled,  from  the  view  which  I  had  taken 
of  the  powers  of  the  General  Government,  to  negative 
it,  on  which  occasion  I  thought  it  proper  to  commu- 
nicate the  sentiments  which  I  had  formed,  on  mature 
consideration,  on  the  whole  subject.  To  that  com- 
munication, in  all  the  views  in  which  the  great  inter- 
est to  which  it  relates  may  be  supposed  to  merit 
your  attention,  I  have  now  to  refer.  Should  Con- 
gress, however,  deem  it  iiproper  to  recommend  such 
an  amendment,  they  have,  according  to  my  judg- 
ment, the  right  to  keep  the  road  in  repair,  by  pro- 
viding for  the  superintendence  of  it,  and  appropriating 
the  money  necessary  for  repairs.  Surely,  if  they  had 
the  right  to  appropriate  money  to  make  the  road, 
they  have  a  right  to  appropriate  it  to  preserve  the 
road  from  ruin.  From  the  exercise  of  this  power  no 
danger  is  to  be  apprehended.  Under  our  happy  sys- 
tem, the  people  are  the  sole  and  exclusive  fountain 
of  power.  Each  government  originates  from  them, 
and  to  them  alone,  each  to  its  proper  constituents, 
are  they  respectively  and  solely  responsible,  for  the 
faithful  discharge  of  their  duties,  within  their  consti- 
tutional limits.  And  that  the  people  will  confine 
their  public  agents,  of  every  station,  to  the  strict  fine 
of  their  constitutional  duties,  there  is  no  cause  to 
doubt.  Having,  however,  communicated  my  senti- 
ments to  Congress,  at  the  last  session,  folly,  in  the 
document  to  which  I  have  referred,  respecting  the 
right  of  appropriation,  as  distinct  from  the  right  of 
jurisdiction  and  sovereignty  over  the  territory  in 
question,  I  deem  it  improper  to  enlarge  on  the  sub- 
ject here. 

From  the  best  information  that  I  have  been  able 
to  obtain,  it  appears  that  our  manufactures,  though 
depressed  immediately  after  the  peace,  have  con- 
siderably increased,  and  are  still  increasing,  under 
the  encouragement  given  them  by  the  tariff  of  1 816, 
and  by  subsequent  laws.  Satisfied  I  am,  whatever 
may  be  the  abstract  doctrine  in  favor  of  unrestricted 
commerce,  provided  all  nations  would  concur  in  it, 
and  it  was  not  liable  to  be  interrupted  by  war,  which 
has  never  occurred,  and  cannot  be  expected,  that 
there  are  other  strong  reasons  applicable  to  our  situ- 
ation, and,  relations  with  other  countries,  which  im- 
pose on  us  the  obligation  to  cherish  and  sustain  our 
manufactures.  Satisfied,  however,  I  likewise  am, 
that  the  interest  of  every  part  of  our  Union,  even  of 
those  most  benefited  by  manufactures,  requires  that 
this  subject  should  be  touched  with  the  greatest 
caution,  and  a  critical  knowledge  of  the  effect  to  be 
produced  by  the  slightest  change.  On  full  consid- 
eration of  the  subject,  in  all  its  relations,  I  am  per- 
suaded that  a  further  augmentation  may  now  be 
made  of  the  duties  on  certain  foreign  articles,  in 
favor  of  our  own,  and  without  affecting,  injuriously, 
any  other  interest.  For  more  precise  details,  I  refer 
you  to  the  communications  which  were  made  to  Con- 
gress during  the  last  session. 

So  great  was  the  amount  of  accounts  for  moneys 
advanced  during  the  late  war,  in  addition  to  others 
of  a  previous  date,  which,  in  the  regular  operations 
of  the  Government,  necessarily  remained  unsettled, 
that  it  required  a  considerable  length  of  time  for 
their  adjustment.  By  a  report  from  the  First  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury,  it  appears  that  on  the  fourth 
of  March,  1817,  the  accounts  then  unsettled  amount- 
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ed  to  one  hundred  and  three  millions  sixty-eight 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six  dollars  and 
forty-one  cents,  of  which,  on  the  30th  of  September 
of  the  present  year,  ninety-three  millions  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  thousand  three  hundred  and 
ninety-six  dollars  and  fifty-six  cents  had  been  set- 
tled ;  leaving  on  that  day  a  balance  unsettled  of  nine 
millions  eight  hundred  and  ninety-three  thousand 
four  hundred  and  seventy-nine  dollars  and  eighty-five 
cents.  That  there  have  been  drawn  from  the  Treas- 
ury, in  paying  the  public  debt,  and  sustaining  the 
Government  in  all  its  operations  and  disbursements 
since  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven  millions  one  hundred  and  ninety-nine  thousand 
three  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  and  ninety-six 
cents,  the  accounts  for  which  have  been  settled  to 
the  amount  of  one  himdred  and  thirty-seven  millions 
five  hundred  and  one  thousand  four  hundred  and 
fifty-one  dollars  and  twelve  cents ;  leaving  a  balance 
unsettled  of  nineteen  millions  six  hundred  and 
ninety-seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  dollars  and  eighty-four  cents.  For  precise  de- 
tails respecting  each  of  these  balances,  I  refer  to  the 
report  of  the  Comptroller,  and  the  documents  which 
accompany  it. 

From  this  view  it  appears  that  our  commercial 
dififerenoes  with  France  and  Great  Britain  have 
been  placed  in  a  train  of  amicable  arrangement,  on 
conditions  fair  and  honorable  in  both  instances  to 
each  party ;  that  our  finances  are  in  a  very  produc- 
tive state,  our  revenue  being  at  present  fuUy  com- 
petent to  all  the  demands  upon  it ;  that  our  military 
force  is  well  organized  in  all  its  branches,  and  capable 
of  rendering  the  most  important  service,  in  case  of 
emergency,  that  its  number  will  admit  of;  that 
due  progress  has  been  made,  under  existing  appro- 
priations, in  the  construction  of  fortifications  and  in 
the  operations  of  the  Ordnance  Department ;  that 
due  progress  has,  in  like  manner,  been  made  in  the 
construction  of  ships  of  war  ;  that  our  Navy  is  in  the 
best  condition,  felt  and  respected  in  every  sea  in 
which  it  is  employed  for  the  protection  of  our  com- 
merce ;  that  our  manufactures  have  augmented  in 
amount  and  improved  in  quality ;  that  great  progress 
has  been  made  in  the  settlement  of  accounts,  and  in 
the  recovery  of  the  balances  due  by  individuals ;  and 
that  the  utmost  economy  is  secured  and  observed  in 
every  Department  of  the  Administration, 

Other  objects  will  likewise  claim  your  attention  ; 
because,  from  the  station  which  the  United  States 
hold  as  a  member  of  the  great  community  of  nations, 
they  have  rights  to  maintain,  duties  to  perform,  and 
dangers  to  encounter. 

A  strong  hope  was  entertained  "that  peace  would 
ere  this  have  been  concluded  between  Spain  and  the 
independent  Governments  south  of  the  United  States 
in  this  hemisphere.  Long  experience  having  evinced 
the  competency  of  those  Governments  to  maintain 
the  independence  which  they  have  declared,  it  was 
presumed  that  the  considerations  which  induced 
their  recognition  by  the  United  States,  would  have 
had  equal  weight  with  other  powers,  and  that  Spain 
herself,  yielding  to  those  magnanimous  feelings  of 
which  her  history  furnishes  so  many  examples, 
would  have  terminated,  on  that  basis,  a  controversy 
ao  unavailing,  and  at  the  same  time  so  destructive. 
We  still  cherish  the  hope  that  this  result  will  not 
long  be  postponed. 

Sustaining  our  neutral  position,  and  allowing  to 
each  party,  while  the  war  continues,  equal  rights,  it 


is  incumbent  on  the  United  States  to  claim  of 
with  equal  rigor,  the  faithful  observance  of  our  ri 
according  to  the  well-known  law  of  nations.  . 
each,  therefore,  a  like  co-operation  is  expected  i 
suppression  of  the  piratical  practice  which  has  g 
out  of  this  war,  and  of  blockades  of  extensive  c 
on  both  seas,  which,  considering  the  small  force 
ployed  to  sustain  them,  have  not  the  slightest  fov 
tion  to  rest  on. 

Europe  is  still  unsettled,  and  although  the  wai 
menaced  between  Russia  and  Turkey  has  not  bi 
out,  there  is  no  certainty  that  the  differences  bet 
those  powers  will  be  amicably  adjusted.  It  is  in 
sible  to  look  to  the  oppressions  of  the  conntrj 
specting  which  those  differences  arose,  without  1 
deeply  affected.  The  mention  of  Greece  fills 
mind  with  the  most  exalted  sentiments,  and  ar( 
in  our  bosoms  the  best  feelings  of  which  our  ni 
is  susceptible.  Superior  skill  and  refinement  ii 
arts,  heroic  gallantry  in  action,  disinterested  pat 
ism,  enthusiastic  zeal  and  devotion  in  favor  of 
lie  liberty,  are  associated  with  our  recollectioi 
ancient  Greece.  That  such  a  country  should  '. 
been  overwhelmed,  and  so  long  hidden,  as  it  ^ 
from  the  world,  under  a  gloomy  despotism,  has 
a  cause  of  unceasing  and  deep  regret  to  gem 
minds  for  ages  past.  It  was  natural,  therefore, 
the  reappearance  of  these  people  in  their  orij 
character,  contending  in  favor  of  their  libe: 
should  produce  that  great  excitement  and  symp 
in  their  favor,  which  have  been  so  signally  displ 
throughout  the  United  States.  A  strong  hope  ii 
tertained  that  these  people  will  recover  their  i 
pendence,  and  resume  their  equal  station  among 
nations  of  the  earth. 

A  great  effort  has  been  made  in  SpMn  and  P( 
gal  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  people,  ai 
must  be  very  consoling,  to  all  benevolent  mind 
see  the  extraordinary  moderation  with  which  it 
been  conducted.  That  it  may  promote  the  hi 
ness  of  both  nations,  is  the  ardent  wish  of  this  n 
people,  to  the  expression  of  which  we  confine 
selves ;  for,  whatever  may  be  the  feelings  or  s 
ments  which  every  individual  under  our  Govern] 
has  a  right  to  indulge  and  express,  it  is,  neverthc 
a  sacred  maxim,  equally  with  the  Government 
people,  that  the  destiny  of  every  independent 
tion,  in  what  relates  to  such  improvements,  of  ] 
belongs,  and  ought  to  be  left,  exclusively  to  tl 


Whether  we  reason  from  the  late  wars,  or 
those  menacing  symptoms  which  now  appear  in 
rope,  it  is  manifest  that,  if  a  convulsion  should 
place  in  any  of  those  countries,  it  will  proceed 
causes  which  have  no  existence,  and  are  utterlj 
known  in  these  States,  in  which  there  is  but  on 
der,  that  of  the  people,  to  whom  the  sovereigntj 
clusively  belongs.  Should  war  break  out  in  ai 
those  countries,  who  can  foretell  the  extent  to  v 
•it  may  be  carried,  or  the  desolation  which  it 
spread !  Exempt  as  we  are  from  these  causes 
internal  tranquillity  is  secure ;  and,  distant  as  w 
from  the  troubled  scene,  and  faithful  to  first  pi 
pies,  in  regard  to  other  powers,  we  might  reasoi 
presume  that  we  should  not  he  molested  by  1 
This,  however,  ought  not  to  be  calculated  on  ai 
tain.  Unprovoked  injuries  are  often  inflicted 
even  the  peculiar  felicity  of  our  situation  might, 
some,  be  u,  cause  for  excitement  and  aggre 
The  history  of  the  late  wars  in  Europe  fnmis 
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complete  demonstration  that  no  system  of  conduct, 
however  correct  in  principle,  can  protect  neutral 
powers  from  injury  from  any  party ;  that  a  defence- 
less position,  and  distinguished  love  of  peace,  are 
the  surest  invitations  to  war ;  and  that  tiiere  is  no 
way  to  avoid  it,  other  than  hy  being  always  pre- 
pared, and  willing,  for  just  cause,  to  meet  it.  If 
there  be  a  people  on  earth  whose  more  especial  duty 
it  is  to  be  at  all  times  prepared  to  defend  the  rights 
with  which  they  are  blessed,  and  to  surpass  all  others 
in  sustaining  the  necessary  burdens,  and  in  submit- 
ting to  sacrifices  to  make  such  preparations,  it  is  un- 
doubtedly the  people  of  these  States; 

When  we  see  that  a  civil  war,  of  the  most  fright- 
ful character,  rages  from  the  Adriatic  to  the  Black 
Sea ;  that  strong  symptoms  of  war  appear  in  other 
parts,  proceeding  from  causes  which,  should  it  break 
out,  may  become  general,  and  be  of  long  duration ; 
that  the  war  stiU  continues  between  Spain  and  the 
Independent  Governments,  her  late  provinces  in  this 
hemisphere ;  that  it  is  likewise  menaced  between  Por- 
tugal and  Brazil,  in  consequence  of  the  attempt  of  the 
latter  to  dismember  itself  from  the  former ;  and  that 
a  system  of  piracy,  of  great  extent,  is  maintained  in 
the  neighboring  seas,  which  will  require  equal  vigi- 
lance and  decision  to  suppress  it,  the  jmsons  for  sus- 
taining the  attitude  which  we  now  hold,  and  for  push- 
ing forward  all  our  measures  of  defence  witii  the 
utmost  vigor,  appear  to  me  to  acquire  new  force. 

The  United  States  owe  to  the  world  a  great  exam- 
ple, and,  by  means  thereof,  to  the  cause  of  liberty 
and  humanity,  a  generous  support.  They  have  so 
far  succeeded,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  virtuous  and 
enlightened  of  every  country.  There  is  no  reason  to 
doubt  that  their  whole  movement  will  be  regulated 
by  a  sacred  regard  to  principle,  all  our  institutions 
being  founded  on  that  basis.  The  ability  to  support 
our  own  cause,  under  any  trial  to  which  it  may  be 
exposed,  is  the  great  point  on  which  the  public  soK- 
citude  rests.  It  has  been  often  charged  against  free 
Governments,  that  they  have  neither  the  foresight 
nor  the  virtue  to  provide,  at  the  proper  season,  for 
great  emergencies ;  that  their  course  is  improvident 
and  expensive ;  that  war  will  always  find  them  un- 
prepared, and  whatever  may  be  its  calamities,  that 
its  terrible  warnings  will  be  disregarded  and  forgotten 
as  soon  as  peace  returns.  I  have  Ml  confidence  that 
this  charge,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  United  States, 
will  be  shown  to  be  utterly  destitute  of  truth. 

JAMES  MONEOE. 

WASHINGTON,  Dec.  3,  1822. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
were  read,  and  three  thousand  copies  thereof 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


Wednesday,  December  4. 
Nicholas  Wake,  from  the  State  of  Georgia, 
attended. 


Thuesdat,  December  6. 
Jesse  B.  Thomas,  from  the  State  of  Illinois, 
attended. 


Monday,  December  9. 
Samttel  L.  Southard,  from  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  arrived  on  the  sixth  instant,  and  attend- 
ed this  day.  . 
Vol.  vn.— 23 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Pleasants,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Chaplain,  and  on 
counting  the  ballots,  they  stood  as  foEows : 

For  tie  Rev.  Ohablbs  MoIlvaike  23 

"      Rev.  John  Beioe  -    9 

Mr.  MoIltainb  having  received  a  majority  of 
the  whole  number  of  votes,  was  accordingly 
elected. 


Tttksday,  December  10. 
Elijah  H.  Mills,  fS-om  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts ;  and,  also,  Thomas  H.  Benton,  from 
the  State  of  Missouri,  severally  attended  this 
day. 

Pirates  in  the  West  ladies. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from 
the  Pbesident  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

Recent  information  of  the  multiplied  outrages  and 
depredations  which  have  been  committed  on  our  sea- 
men and  commerce,  by  the,  pirates,  in  the  West  In- 
dies and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  exemplified  by  the  death  of 
a  very  meritorious  officer,  seems  to  call  for  some 
prompt  and  decisive  measures  on  the  part  of  the 
Government.  All  the  public  vessels  adapted  to  that 
service,  which  can  be  spared  from  other  indispensa^ 
ble  duties,  are  already  employed  in  it ;  but,  from  the 
knowledge  which  has  been  acquired  of  the  places 
from  whence  these  outlaws  issue,  and  to  which  they 
escape  from  danger,  it  appears  tiat  it  will  require  a 
particular  kind  of  force,  capable  of  pursuing  them 
into  the  shallow  waters  to  which  they  retire,  effectu- 
ally to  suppress  them.  I  submit  to  ihe  consideration 
of  the  Senate  the  propriety  of  organizing  such  force 
for  that  important  object, 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washinqton,  December  9,  1822. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Christian  Indians  in  Ohio. 
The  following  Message  was  also    received 
from  the  Peesident  op  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of 
the  22d  Febmaiy  last,  "  requesting  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  collected  and  com- 
municated to  the  Senate,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  the  best  information 
which  he  may  he  able  to  obtain,  relative  to  certain 
Christian  Indians,  and  the  lands  intended  for  their 
benefit,  on  the  Muskingum,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
granted  under  an  act  of  Congress  of  June  1st,  1790, 
to  the  Society  of  the  United  Brethren  for  propa- 
gating the  Gospel  among  the  heathen ;  showing  as 
correctly  as  possible,  the  advance  or  decline  of  said 
Indians  in  numbers,  morals,  and  intellectual  endow- 
ments ;  whether  the  lands  have  inured  to  their  sole 
benefit,  and  if  not,  to  whom,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
have  such  benefits  accrued;"  I  transmit  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  accompanying 
documents. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  December  9,  1822. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
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were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt. 
Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ken- 
tucky, having  obtained  leave,  introduced  a  bill 
to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  by  the  courts 
of  the  United  States ;  and  the  bill  was  twice 
read  by  general  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 


"Wednesdat,  December  11. 
James  D'Wolf,  from  the    State  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  attended 
this  day. 


Thttesdat,  December  12. 
Suppression  of  Piracy. 
Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  the  following  biU,  which  was 
twice  read  by  general  consent : 

Be  it  enacted,  t&c.  That,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  afford  more 
efficient  protection  to  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  depredations  of  pirates  in  the  Golf  of 
Mexico  and  the  West  India  seas,  the  sum  of dol- 
lars is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated  ; 
which  sum  shall  be  used  by  the  President  in  provid- 
ing such  an  additional  force  as  in  his  judgment  shall 
be  best  calculated  to  answer  the  end  aforesaid. 

[Accompanying  this  bill,  Mr.  Pleasants  laid 
before  the  Senate  a  communication  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Naval  Committee,  furnishing  estimates  of  the 
additional  force  deemed  necessary  for  the  sup- 
pression of  piracy,  and  the  expense  thereof. 
The  Secretary,  having  the  concurring  opinion 
of  the  Navy  Board  in  its  favor,  recommends 
an  additional  force,  of 

First,  1  steamboat  of  90  to  120  tons,  to  carry 
two  18  pounders,  and  two  12  pounders,  upon 
travelling  carriages,  so  as  to  Are  from  any  part 
of  the  vessel.  Second,  10  fast  sailing  schooners, 
of  45  to  60  tons  burden,  to  draw  not  more  than 
5  to  7  feet  water;  each  to  be  armed  with  one 
long  12  or  18  pounder,  mounted  on  a  circle, 
with  two  12  pound  carronades,  with  the  neces- 
sary number  of  small  arms ;  to  row  from  20  to 
24  sweeps ;  and.  Third,  5  light  double  bark  cut- 
ters, each  to  row  20  oars,  and  adapted  to  carry 
40  men,  well  armed  with  muskets,  pistols, 
boarding  pikes,  cutlasses,  &o. 

The  whole  cost  of  procuring  these  additional 
vessels  and  of  equipping  and  fitting  them  for  ser- 
vice, is  estimated  at  $44,000.] 


Monday,  December  16. 
The  Pebsident  communicated  a  letter  from 
James  Pleasants,  notifying  the  resignation  of 
his  seat  in  the  Senate,  which  was  read. 


Suppression,  of  Piracy. 

The  Senate,  according  to  the  order  of 
dapr,  took  up  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
bin  making  an  appropriation  of  — ; —  do 
"  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  President  o: 
United  States  to  afford  more  efficient  protec 
to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  from 
depredations  of  pirates  in  the  Gulf  of  Me 
and  the  West  India  seas,  by  providing  such 
ditional  force  as  in  his  judgment  shall  be 
calculated  to  answer  that  end." 

The  Senate  had  made  some  progress  in 
consideration  of  this  bill,  and  had  adopted 
or  two  verbal  amendments  to  it,  when 

The  bUl  which  passed  the  House  of  Eepres 
atives  on  Friday  last,  on  the  same  subject, 
brought  up  by  the  Clerk  of  that  House  for 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baeboue,  (who  thong] 
best,  before  the  Senate  proceeded  further  a 
their  own  bUl,  that  they  should  see  what  co- 
the  other  House  had  adopted  on  this  subj( 
the  Senate  laid  their  own  bill  on  the  table, 
took  up  th*bill  of  the  House  of  Represe 
tives. 

This  bill  was  then  twice  read,  by  general  < 
sent,  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  its  consid 
tion  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

[The  bill  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
vides,  "That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be, 
he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  purchase  or  constm 
sufficient  number  of  vessels,  in  addition  to  those 
employed,  of  such  burden  and  construction  as  he  : 
deem  necessary,  and  to  fit,  equip,  and  man  the  s 
for  immediate  service,  for  the  purpose  of  repres 
piracy,  and  of  affording  effectual  protection  to 
citizens  and  commerce  of  the  United  States  in 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  seas  and  territories  adjac! 

and  that  the  sum  of dollars  be  appropriate( 

meet  the  expenditure  to  be  incurred  as  aforesaid, 
paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otheri 
appropriated."]  • 

The  bm  having  been  read  through — 
Mr.  Baebotje  rose  to  move  that  the  bil 
the  Senate  be  substituted  for  that  of  the  He 
of  Representatives,  by  adopting  it  as  an  arae 
ment  thereto.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the 
of  the  Senate  was  preferable  to  the  other  in 
plan  which  it  proposed  for  adoption.  The 
of  the  other  House,  he  said,  appropriated 
fund  proposed  to  be  applied  to  the  objec 
specific  purposes,  leaving  no  discretion  with 
Executive  in  its  application ;  whereas,  the 
of  the  Senate  left,  as  it  ought  to  leave,  the 
propriation  of  the  money  to  the  President's 
cretion,  without  any  control  or  limitation 
that  sort.  In  all  warlike  objects  he  thougl 
was  consistent  with  the  theory  of  our  Govt 
ment,  to  leave  the  application  of  money,  exc 
in  cases  of  great  urgency,  to  the  discretion 
judgment  of  the  Executive.  Congress  cc 
not  anticipate  the  various  phases  which  mi 
arise,  and  could  not  judge  what  might  be 
most  judicious  mode  of  applying  the  approp 
tion  to  attain  the  (jj)ject  in  view.  The  theory 
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the  Constitution  preferred  that  the  means  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  President,  who  is  re- 
sponsible to  the  nation  for  the  application  of  the 
money  and  the  mode  of  conducting  the  defence 
of  the  country,  or  other  warlike  measures.  He, 
for  this  reason,  thought  it  expedient  to  adopt 
the  bill  of  the  Senate  in  preference  to  that  of 
the  other  House.  Mr.  B.  said  he  had  observed 
that  it  had  been  questioned  elsewhere,  [alluding 
obviously  to  the  debate  which  had  taken  place 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  on  Friday,]  how 
far  the  power  of  the  President  reached  in  the 
punishment  of  those  buccaneers ;  and  although 
there  was  perhaps  no  necessity  for  introducing 
in  the  biU  any  instructions  to  the  Executive  on 
this  point,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  avowing  it  as 
his  opinion,  that  pirates  might  be  pursued  and 
seized  in  a  neutral  territory.  Mr.  B.  would  not 
say  that  our  oflBcers  might  go  into  a  neutral 
territory  in  search  of  those  outlaws ;  but  he  had 
no  doubt,  in  the  heat  of  pursuit,  they  might 
be  followed  and  punished  in  the  territory  of  a 
neutral  power.  The  principle  he  took  to  be  the 
same  as  that  which  prevailed  in  municipal  regu- 
lations. You  may  not  of  right  go  into  the 
grounds  of  a  neighbor  to  start  the  chase;  but, 
having  started  it  elsewhere,  you  may  pursue  it 
into  your  neighbor's  limits.  Mr.  B.  did  not  be- 
lieve any  nation  or  any  authority  would  feel  it- 
self aggrieved  by  having  those  freebooters  pur- 
sued within  its  jurisdiction  for  punishment,  or 
could  so  far  sympathize  with  such  atrocious 
beings  as  not  to  i-ejoice  in  their  extermination — 
beings  who  were  Twstes  humani  generis — who 
bore  the  mark  of  Cain  upon  their  foreheads — 
whose  hand  was  raised  against  every  man — who, 
therefore,  deserved  death  at  every  man's  hand, 
and  whom  it  was  just  and  proper  to  exterminate 
wheresoever  they  could  be  found.  He  con- 
eluded,  by  hoping  the  Senate  would  agree  to  Ms 
motion  to  take  its  own  bUl  in  preference  to  that 
of  the  other  House. 

Mr.  Ohandlee  thought  it  of  importance  to  act 
with  the  greatest  degree  of  promptitude  on  this 
subject;  that  as  he  did  not  see  any  material 
difference  between  the  two  bills,  and  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Senate's  bill  in  preference  to  the 
other  would  produce  a  delay  of  at  least  one  day, 
(as  it  would  be  necessary  to  send  the  substitute 
to  the  other  House  for  concurrence,)  he  should 
vote  against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Beown,  of  Louisiana,  could  not  perceive 
between  the  two  bills  any  essential  difference. 
One  contained  a  simple  appropriation  authoriz- 
ing the  President  to  build  or  purchase  additional 
vessels  to  put  down  piracy;  the  other  appro- 
priated the  money,  leaving  the  details  of  its  ap- 
plication with  the  Executive.  There  was  in 
this  no  difference  suflScient  to  justify  delay,  and 
he  should  regret  to  see  any  created  by  an  unne- 
cessary amendment, 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  recited  the  provisions 
of  the  two  bills  to  show  that  there  was  no  sub- 
stantial difference  between  them ;  and  he 
thought  it  was  hardly  worth  while  to  send  the 
bUl  back  to  the  House  of  Eepresentatives  for 


the  trifling  difference  in  form  which  existed. 
The  President  would  have  the  same  powers,  sub- 
stantially, in  one  case,  as  the  other,  and  would 
no  doubt  under  either,  adopt  the  course  he 
should  think  best  to  accomplish  the  object  in 
view. 

Mr.  Baeboue  remarked  that  he  had  intended 
to  express  to  the  Senate  his  willingness,  if  it 
should  be  deemed  necessary,  to  insert  a  clause 
in  the  bill  authorizing  the  Executive  to  pursue 
the  buccaneers  whit^rsoever  they  might  fly ; 
because  he  believed  it  would  be  right  and  law- 
ful to  do  so ;  but  he  did  not  know  that  such  an 
instruction  was  necessary.  He  proceeded  fui-- 
ther  to  justify  his  preference  of  the  bill  of  the 
Senate  to  that  from  the  other  House ;  he  be- 
lieved there  was  a  substantial  and  material  differ- 
ence between  them,  rendering  the  one  more 
expedient  than  the  other,  and  asked  if  four-and- 
twenty  hours  could  'be  so  important  a  delay  as 
to  induce  the  Senate  to  adopt  an  exceptionable 
bm  merely  to  save  that  much  time  ?  In  one  of 
those  bills  the  President  was  peremptorily  di- 
rected to  build  or  purchase  additional  vessels, 
and  if  it  should  appear  to  the  President  that  the 
object  could  be  arrived  at  more  promptly  by 
any  other  course,  he  would  not  be  permitted  to 
depart  from  the  strict  regulations  of  the  law. 
By  the  bUl  of  the  Senate  all  the  power  was  con- 
ferred on  the  Executive,  without  limiting  him 
as  to  the  mode  by  which  he  might  afford  addi- 
tional protection  to  our  commerce  against  the 
pirates.  This  being,  in  his  view,  an  important 
difference — the  difference  between  specific  and 
general  powers — ^he  hoped  the  Senate  would 
adopt  their  own  bUl,  instead  of  the  one  under 
consideration. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  rejoined,  that  the 
House  bill  could  mean  nothing  diflferent  from 
what  was  intended  by  the  Senate's  bill.  The 
former  authorized  the  President  to  procure  ad- 
ditional naval  force — the  latter  cbuld  mean 
only  the  same  thing,  unless,  indeed,  it  was 
thought  practicable  for  the  President  to  send 
the  Army  or  the  militia  out  against  the  pirates ; 
but  as  it  was  not  probable  the  Executive  would 
think  of  ordering  either  the  Army  or  the  militia 
out  on  this  service,  the  bUl  of  the  Senate  could 
authorize  nothing  else  than  naval  force,  though 
it  did  not  expressly  say  so.  The  House  bUl  merely 
specified  what  the  Senate's  biU  intended,  and 
could  only  produce ;  and  as  it  would  save  time 
to  pass  the  former,  he  hoped  the  amendment 
would  not  be  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mi-.  Bah- 
boije's  motion  to  substitute  the  Senate's  bUl  for 
that  of  the  other  House,  and  was  decided  in  the 
negative — ayes  15,  noes  22. 

The  bUl  "was  then  reported  to  the  Senate 
without  amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
by  general  consent ;  and 

!  On  motion  of  Mr.  Bakbotje,  it  was  read  a  third 
time,  without  objection,  passed  nem.  con.  and 
returned  to  the  other  House. 
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Tdesdat,  December  17. 

Samuel  Smith,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  in  place 
of  William  Pinkney,  deceased,  produced  his 
credentials,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

MoNTFOET  Stokes,  from  the  State  of  North 
Carolina ;  and,  also,  William  E.  King,  from  the 
State  of  Alabama,  severally  attended  this  day. 


Monday,  December  30. 

Ed-vtaed  Lloyd,  from  the  State  of  Maryland, 
attended  this  day. 

John  Tayloe,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  in  place  of 
James  Pleasants,  resigned,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 

Senate.  

Tuesday,  December  31. 
Bolert  Purdy. 

The  Senate  took  up,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Colonel  Robert 
Purdy. 

[The  circiunstaiices  on  which  this  bill  was  fonnded, 
were,  according  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  the  following:    In  the  year  1809, 
Robert  Purdy,  the  petitioner,  was  a  Lieutenant  Col- 
onel in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  in  com- 
mand of  the  troops  stationed  at  Highwassee  garrison. 
A  certain  William  Luty,  a,  pedlar  by  occupation,  ap- 
plied for  permission  to  sell  goods  to  the  soldiers,  which 
was  granted  him  on  condition  that  he  would  not  sell 
spirituous  liquors  to  the  soldiers,  nor  Indian  country- 
men.    Shortly  after  said  Luty  obtained  this  permis- 
sion, he  was  detected  in  violating  garrison  orders, 
whereupon  he  was  confined  under  guard,  and  was 
convicted  by  a  court  of  inquiry,  of  having  sold  spirits, 
both  to  the  troops  and  Lidian  countrymen.     Luty 
was  kept  under  guard  for  about  three  days,  when  he 
was  liberated  and  directed  to  leave  the  garrison  ;  but 
instead  of  complymg  with  these  directions,  Luty  got 
possession  of  one  or  two  cabins  near  the  garrison, 
and  within  the  Indian  territory,  where  he  continued 
to  sell  spirits,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  subordination 
and  discipline  of  the  garrison,  and  in  violation  of  the 
laws  regulating  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes. 
Colonel  Purdy  ordered  the  cabins  in  which  Luty  had 
taken  shelter  to  be  puBed  down,  and  they  were  de- 
molished accordingly.     After  Luty  was  thus  forced 
to  leave  the  garrison,  he  instituted  actions  of  trespass 
and  false  imprisonment  against  Colonel  Purdy,  and 
thereby  subjected  him  to  the  payment  of  $816  70 
costs,  and  charges.     It  appears  that  the  court  in  Ten-' 
nessee   claimed   and  exercised  jurisdiction  of  acts 
committed  within  the  Indian  territory,  and  deter- 
mined that  Luty  could  not  be  considered  a  sutler, 
because  he  was  prohibited  from  selling  spirits.     The 
committee  remark  that  it  is  a  subject  of  much  deU- 
caoy  to  review  the  decisions  of  our  courts  of  justice  : 
but  are  compelled  to  remark,  that  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  court  in  this  case  is  doubtful,  to  say  the  least  of 
it-.  .And  they  are  confident  that  a  hcense  to  sell 
spirits  is  not  essential  to  constitute  the  character  of  a, 
sutler.^    But,  admitting  the  court  to  be  correct,  both 
as  to  jurisdiction,  and  the  definition  of  a  sutler,  yet 
the  committee  are  of  opinion  the  petitioner  is  entitled 
to  relief  _  Because,  they  are  satisfied  he  acted  with 
the  sole  view  of  promoting  the  public  interest  con- 


fided to  his  command ;  that  he  had  no  othei 
of  restoring  order  and  subordination  amc 
troops,  and  of  enforcing  the  laws  of  the  United 
regulating  intercourse  vrith  the  Indian  tribes, 
that  he  pursued,  on  this  occasion,  the  same 
which  had  been  universally  adopted  by  the  cor 
ing  officer  of  our  frontier  garrisons.  And,  th 
they  reported  the  bill  for  his  relief.] 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  recapiti 
for  the  information  of  gentlemen  who  we 
in  the  Senate  in  former  sessions  when  th 
was  considered,  the  facts  of  the  case,  ai 
reasons  generally  which  rendered  its  p 
just  and  equitable. 

Mr.  Macon  made  an  inquiry  or  two  • 
chairman  of  the  Military  Committee,  v^ 
to  some  of  the  facts  stated  in  the  report,  1 
ing  the  legality  of  the  conduct  of  Colonel  I 
It  was  a  pretty  high-handed  measure,  3 
said,  for  a  citizen  to  be  imprisoned  by  a 
tary  officer,  and  he  wished  to  be  satisfied 
the  act  was  justifiable. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  replied  t 
question  of  Mr.  Maoon.  The  cabins  occ 
by  Lnty  were  on  the  line  of  the  Indian 
tory,  and  when  that  part  which  was  with; 
boundary  was  demolished,  the  other  of  c 
fell.  When  Luty  committed  the  act  for  i 
he  was  imprisoned,  it  was  not  only  withi 
Indian  reservation,  but  within  the  encamp 
ground  of  Colonel  Purdy.  Mr.  W.  sai( 
courts  of  Tennessee  had  decided  that  the 
diction  of  the  State  was  coextensive  wii 
chartered  limits,  as  well  within  the  I 
grounds  as  where  the  Indian  title  had  bee 
tinguished,  and  had,  in  pursuance  of  that 
ciple,  given  damages  to  Luty.  The  coui 
Georgia,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  understood  had  c 
ed  differently,  and  he  was  inclined  to 
this  decision  was  a  correct  one,  though  h( 
not  prepared  to  give  a  positive  opinion. 

After  a  few  further  explanatory  remarks 
Mr.  Maoon  and  Mr.  Williams,  the  que 
was  taken  on  ordering  the  biU  to  be  engri 
and  read  a  third  time,  and  carried  withi 
division. 
Adjourned  to  Friday. 


Feiday,  January  3,  1823. 
Cost  of  Building  certain  Ships  of  War 
The  following  Message  was  received  fron 
Peesidknt  op  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

In  compliance  with  the  three  resolutions  c 
Senate,  of  the  5th  April,  1822,  requesting  the  I 
dent  of  the  United  States  to  communicate,  in  d 
the  expenses  of  building  each  vessel  of  war  an 
ized  by  the  act  of  the  2d  of  January,  1813,  ai 
supplements ;  and,  also,  the  names,  number,  g 
&c.,  of  the  officers  and  men  employed  at  each  i 
station,  during  the  two  years  immediately  prec( 
the  first  of  January,  1822,  I  herewith  transmit 
port  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  thi 
companying  documents,  which  contain  the  d< 
mformation.  JAMES  MONEC 

Washington,  January  3,  1823. 
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The  Message  and  docaments  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


Wednesday,  January  8. 
John  Elliott,  from  the  State  of  Georgia,  at- 
tended this  day. 

Suppression  of  Piracy. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Eodnbt  on 
Monday,  instructing  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allow- 
ing a  bounty  to  the  public  armed  vessels  and 
private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
for  prisoners  captured  and  the  guns  taken  by 
them  in  any  piratical  vessel,  was  read  for  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  EoDNET  said  he  thought  that  in  the  war 
we  were  waging  against  the  buccaneers  of  the 
West  Indian  seas,  the  Government  ought  to 
hold  out  inducements  to  our  officers  and  sea- 
men, greater  than  were  now  offered  to  them, 
and  thus  do  all  in  its  power  to  put  a  speedy  end 
to  the  war.  In  such  a  warfare,  he  had  no  idea 
that  there  was  any  thing  like  honor  to  be  ac- 
quired, and  as  that  stimulus  was  not  afforded  to 
the  brave  men  who  would  be  engaged  in  prose- 
cuting it,  something  ought  to  be  held  out  to 
them  in  its  place.  It  was  a  warfare  of  much 
danger ;  the  service  was  arduous,  and  the  ex- 
posure, day  and  night,  which  such  a  service  re- 
quired, was,  in  those  seas,  extremely  hazardous, 
from  the  great  liability  to  the  fatal  diseases  of 
the  climate.  He  thought,  also,  that  some  en- 
couragement ought  to  be  held  out  to  private 
armed  vessels  to  co-operate,  as  far  as  possible, 
Ln  bringing  this  war  to  a  close.  What  that  en- 
couragement ought  to  be,  he  could  not  say ; 
that  would  be  left  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Senate. 
The  late  war  afforded,  however,  a  precedent 
for  his  object,  and  that  was  the  amount  of  the 
bounty.  In  that  contest  a  bounty  of  $25  for 
each  prisoner  was  at  first  allowed,  and,  subse- 
quentiy,  $50  were  granted.  The  bounty  which 
he  proposed,  Mr.  E.  said,  would  have  the  fur- 
ther effect  of  inducing  sailors  to  enter  the  pub- 
lic service,  and  thus  place  promptly  in  the 
hands  of  the  officer  charged  with  conducting 
the  expedition  (and  a  most  suitable  and  excel- 
lent appointment  it  was)  the  means  of  prose- 
cuting the  war  effectually.  It  was  demanded 
by  the  interest  of  the  country,  Mr.  E.  said,  that 
it  should  be  so  prosecuted,  and  ended  as  soon 
as  possible,  as  the  commerce  of  the  country  had 
suffered,  from  the  depredations  of  piracy,  a 
degree  of  prostration  which  it  had  not  expe- 
rienced for  a  long  time  before.  Under  these 
impressions,  he  had  offered  the  resolution  for 
the  investigation  of  the  Naval  Committee. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 


Friday,  January  17. 
Ohent  Treaty — Deportation  of  Slmes — Ama/rd 
of  the  Emperor  Alexander. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pebsidbnt  of  the  United  States  ; 


To  the  Vice  President  of  the 

United  States,  and  President  of  the  Senate  : 

The  Convention  concluded  and  signed  at  St.  Pe- 
tersburg, on  the  12th  day  of  July  last,  under  the 
mediation  of  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
all  the  Rnssias,  having  been  ratified  by  the  three 
powers,  parties  thereto,  and  the  ratifications  of  the 
same  having  been  duly  exchanged,  copies  of  it  are 
now  communicated  to  Congress,  to  the  end  that  the 
measures  for  carrying  it,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  into  execution,  may  obtain  the  co-operation 
of  the  Legislature,  necessary  to  the  accomplishment 
of  some  of  its  provisioill'.  A  translation  is  subjoined 
of  three  explanatory  documents,  in  the  French  lan- 
guage, referred  to  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  Con- 
vention, and  annexed  to  it  The  agreement  executed 
at  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  is  likewise  com- 
municated.* 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  16th  January,  1823. 


*  THE  FOLLOwrua  is  the  awaed. 

In  the  name  of  the  most  holy  and  indivisible  Trinity: 

The  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  His 
Majesty  the  King  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  having  agreed,  in  pursuance  of  the  fifth  article 
of  the  Convention  concluded  at  London  on  the  20th  day  of 
October,  1818,  to  refer  the  differences  which  had  arisen  be- 
tween the  two  Governments,  upon  the  true  constrnction 
and  meaning  of  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  and 
Amity,  concluded  at  Ghent  on  the  24th  day  of  December, 
1814,  to  the  friendly  arbitration  of  His  Majesty  the  Emjjeror 
of  all  the  Eussias,  mutually  agreeing  to  consider  his  decision 
as  final  and  conclusive ;  and  Ms  said  Imperial  Majesty  hav- 
ing, after  due  consideration,  given  his  decision  upon  these 
differences  in  the  following  terms,  to  wit : 

"  That  the  United  States  of  America  are  entitled  to  claim 
from  Great  Britain  a  just  indemniilcation  for  all  private 
property,  which  the  British  forces  may  have  carried  away  ; 
and  as  the  question  relates  to  slaves  more  especially,  for  all 
the  slaves  that  the  British  forces  mav  have  carried  away 
from  places  and  territories  of  which  tne  Treaty  stipulates 
the  restitution,  in  quitting  these  same  places  and  terri- 
tories." 

"  That  the  United  States  are  entitled  to  consider  as  hav- 
ing been  so  carried  away,  all  such  slaves  as  may  have  been 
transferred  from  the  above-mentioned  territories  to  British 
vessels  within  the  waters  of  the  said  territories,  and  who 
for  this  reason  may  not  have  been  restored." 

"  But  that,  if  there  should  be  any  American  slaves  who 
were  carried  away  from  territories  of  which  the  first  article 
of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  has  not  stipulated  the  restitution  to 
the  United  States,  the  United  States  are  not  entitled  to 
claim  an  indemnification  for  the  said  slaves." 

A  similar  provision  for  the  restoration  of  deported  slaves 
in  the  Treaty  of  Peace  of  1783,  remained  unexecuted,  in 
despite  of  all  the  reclamations  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
and  of  the  most  earnest  appeals  of  the  Washington  Adminis- 
tration, and  was  finally  given  up  in  Jay's  treaty,  to  the  im- 
mense loss  of  the  Southern  States,  and  the  absolute  ruin  of 
many  ikmilies  who  remained  bound  to  pay  the  debts  con- 
tracted with  British  mercliants  before  the  Ecvolution,  while 
the  means  of  paying  those  debts  were  taken  from  them  by 
the  creditor  nation.  Happily,  at  the  end  of  the  war  of  1812, 
when  the  same  question  arose  again  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  threatening  to  involve  their  peace, 
there  was  a  Eepeesentativb  of  Peace  on  one  of  the  great- 
est thrones  of  Europe— the  Esipeeoe  Albxabdee— who 
offered  his  peaceful  mediation,  and,  by  a  just  decision,  put 
an  end  to  an  angry  question,  which,  with  other  angry  ques- 
tions then  coming  to  a  head,  (North-eastern  boundary,  North 
western  boundary,  Oregon,  Canadian  diificulties,  and  bordei 
sympathy  for  the  disaffected,  and  liberation  of  American 
slaves  carried  by  mutiny  or  stress  of  weather,  into  British 
West  India  islands  while  on  coasting  voyages  between  the 
ports  of  their  own  country,  and  almost  in  sight  of  its  shores,) 
might  have  led  to  war. 
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Monday,  January  20. 
Ghristicm  Indians  in  Ohio. 

Mr.  LowKiE  presented  the  memorial  of  Lewia 
Dal  Schweinotz,  agent  for  the  Society  of  the 
United  Brethren,  praying  to  be  divested  of  a 
certain  trust  estate,  for  the  benefit  of  Christian 
Indians,  on  being  compensated  for  the  improve- 
ments made  thereon.  The  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Loweib,  the  Message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  10th 
of  December  last,  in  relation  to  that  subject, 
was  referred  to  the  same  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

Road  from  New  Orleans  to  Nashmlle. 

The  Senate  took  up  a  resolution  offered  by  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  on  Friday  last,as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  OfSce 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inqiiire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  repairing  the  mail  road  from  New  Or- 
leans to  Nashville,  and  of  establishing  ferries  at  the 
water-courses  on  the  route,  or  of  making  bridges 
over  them,  so  as  to  facilitate  the  conveyance  of  the 
mails  to  and  from  New  Orleans ;  and,  also,  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  repairing  the  national  road 
commencing  at  Madisonville,  in  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana, and  terminating  at  Florence,  on  the  Tennessee 
River,  and  into  the  propriety  of  providing  for  the 
conveyance  of  the  mail  on  the  said  route,  in  covered 
carriages. 

Mr.  JonNBON,  of  Louisiana,  said  he  had  at  the 
last  session  introduced  these  propositions,  but 
they  were  not  finally  acted  on  for  the  want  of 
time ;  that,  as  the  inconveniences  complained  of 
still  existed,  he  deemed  it  his  duty  again  to  call 
up  the  subjects,  and  to  present  them  in  a  shape 
to  be  acted  on.  It  would  be  perceived,  from 
the  present  mode  of  conveying  the  mails  from 
the  city  of  New  Orleans  to  this  place,  on  horse- 
back, through  a  wilderness  of  several  hundred 
mUes,  between  New  Orleans  and  NashviUe, 
over  water-courses  destitute  of  bridges  or  fer- 
ries, that  they  were  constantly  exposed  to 
delays;  and  it  is  a  fact,  he  said,  that,  in  conse- 
quence, the  mails  were  often  damaged,  and,  in 
some  instances,  entirely  lost.  In  short,  the 
failure  of  the  mails,  on  the  route  alluded  to, 
were  so  frequent  as  to  render  the  mail  estab- 
lishment, to  the  State  of  Louisiana,  almost  useless. 

Mr.  J.  said  that,  ia  providing  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  object  suggested,  the  great 
constitutional  question,  which  had  excited  so 
much  interest  as  to  the  power  of  the  National 
Government  to  appropriate  the  public  money 
for  the  purpose  of  internal  improvement,  is  not 
involved.  That  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
country,  through  which  both  these  roads  pass, 
belongs  to  the  United  States,  and  other  portions 
of  it  are  claimed  by  Indian  tribes ;  consequently, 
the  General  Government  can  exercise  exclusive 
jurisdiction  over  these  subjects.  It  appears,  by 
the  acts  of  Congi-ess,  he  said,  that  a  number  of 
roads  were  constructed  by  the  United  States, 


and  under  different  administrations,  som 
which  are  in  the  original  States,  and  thai 
money  expended  in  constructing  them  was 
out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  1 
could  be  no  doubt,  therefore,  as  to  the  pi 
of  Congress  to  make  the  appropriation! 
quired  in  this  instance,  and  to  adopt  such  ( 
steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  accomplish 
objects  he  had  in  view. 

Mr.  J.  said,  with  respect  to  the  great  nat 
road  alluded  to,  he  had,  at  the  last  session 
plained  its  bad  condition,  and  suggested 
propriety  of  repairing  it.  The  troops  of 
United  States  had  been  employed  for  a  co 
erable  length  of  time,  under  the  imme 
command  and  direction  of  General  Jackso 
opening  this  road,  and  immense  labor  had 
bestowed  on  it.  He  thought  it  not  less 
portant  to  the  Western  country  than  the  ( 
berland  road;  in  a  military  point  of  vie 
was  calculated  to  be  much  more  imporl 
and,  as  a  mail  route,  it  would  be  of  j 
utility.  The  distance  from  New  Orleai 
Nashville  by  this  road,  is  said  to  be  about  1 
hundred  miles  less  than  by  the  route  now 
for  the  conveyance  of  the  malls.  But  it  is 
unfit  for  any  purpose  whatever,  and  is  not 
Is  it  not  the  duty  of  the  Government,  he  a 
after  having  accomplished  this  great  wor 
important,  in  many  respects,  to  the  -v. 
Western  country,  to  adopt  such  steps  as 
be  necessary  to  keep  it  in  repair  ?  It  cou 
done  at  a  small  expense.  In  addition,  how 
to  this  expense,  it  was  necessary,  he  thoi 
to  obtain  grants  for  small  tracts  of  land  at 
of  the  water-courses  on  the  route,  for  the 
pose  of  establishing  ferries  thereon. 

Mr.  J.  concluded,  by  remarking  that  the 
enue  accruing  to  the  United  States  fron 
post  oflttce  at  New  Orleans  is  considerable 
that  the  people  of  Louisiana  had  a  right  t 
pect  that  the  same  advantages  as  are  enj 
by  the  other  States,  in  regard  to  the  ma 
tahlishment,  will  be  extended  to  them, 
road  should  be  immediately  repaired,  the  n 
sary  bridges  and  ferries  established,  an( 
mails  carried  in  covered  carriages. 


Tuesday,  January  21. 
Sale  of  Lead  Mines  and  Salt  Springs 
Mr.  Benton,  from  the  Committee  on  P 
Lands,  to  which  the  subject  was  ref6rre( 
ported  a  biR  to  authorize  the  President  o 
United.  States  to  cause  the  lead  mine  anc 
spring  lands  belonging  to  the  United  Stat 
be  exposed  to  public  sale;  and  the  bill 
twice  read,  by  unanimous  consent. 


Thtiesday,  January  23. 
Gorier' s  Or  ant — Grant  from  Indians  to 
tain  Jonathan  Carver,  before  the  Hevoh 
of  a  large   Territory  on  the   Upper  A 
sippi. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on 
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lie  Lands,  made  the  following  report,  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed : 

The  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Samuel  Harrison,  agent  for  the 
heirs  of  Captain  Jonathan  Carver,  praying  for  the 
recognition  and  confirmation  of  an  Indian  deed  for  a 
large  tract  of  land  near  St.  Anthony's  Falls,  on  the 
Mississippi ;  and  also  the  petition  of  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Peters,  LL.D.,  who  claims  said  tract  of  laud  as  as- 
signee of  the  heirs  of  said  Captain  Carver,  and  prays 
that  he  may  be  permitted  to  take  possession  of  the 
same,  report : 

The  petitioners  state  that  Captain  Jonathan  Car- 
ver, in  the  year  1766,  took  a  long  tour  among  the 
Indian  tribes,  two  hundred  miles  west  of  the  Falls  of 
St.  Anthony,  on  the  Mississippi,  and  made  important 
discoveries  during  his  travels  and  residence  of  two 
years  and  five  months  with  various  Indian  tribes, 
which  he  caused  to  be  printed  and  published  in  Lon- 
don in  1773. 

That,  by  his  conciliatory  manners,  he  gained  the 
good  will  of  the  Indian  tribes,  and  became  the  peace- 
maker between  two  large  nations  who  were  at  war  ; 
and,  to  reward  him  for  his  wisdom  and  friendly  in- 
terposition, the  Sachems  of  the  Naudowissies  were 
pleased  to  grant,  and  accordingly  gave  to  him  and 
his  heirs  a  deed  for  a  tract  of  land,  therein  specially 
described,  dated  at  the  Great  Cave,  May  the  1st, 
1767.  That  the  chiefs  of  said  tribe  made  him  a 
chief  of  their  tribe  on  the  same  day,  and  he  then  en- 
gaged to  return  and  settle  in  said  territory  with  his 
family  and  connections.  (An  alleged  copy  of  said 
deed  is  inserted  in  the  first-mentioned  petition. )  That 
Captain  Jonathan  Car\'er  afterwards  returned  to  Bos- 
ton, and  sailed  for  London,  where  he  arrived  in  the 
year  1769,  and  soon  after  laid  his  deed  before  the 
British  Government,  praying  for  the  confirmation  of 
it,  and  received  for  answer,  that  it  should  be  confirm- 
ed as  soon  as  the  history  of  his  travels  was  printed 
and  published.  But,  in  consequence  of  the  mis- 
understanding which  existed  between  Great  Britain 
and  America,  the  ratification  of  the  deed  was  sus- 
pended. That  Captain  J.  Carver  died  in  London, 
January  the  31st,  1780,  leaving  a  numerous  progeny; 
and,  by  the  establishment  of  the  independence  of 
America,  the  right  to  ratify  Indian  grants  devolved 
upon  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Peters  jn  his  petition  further 
states  that  Lefei,  the  present  Emperor  of  the  Sioux 
and  NaudowissieSj  and  Redwing,  a  Sachem,  the  heirs 
and  successors  of  the  two  grand  chiefs  who  signed  the 
said  deed  to  Captain  Carver,  have  given  satisfactory 
and  positive  proof  that  they  allowed  their  jncestora' 
deed  to  be  genuine,  good,  and  valid,  and  tiiat  Cap- 
tain Carver's  heirs  and  assigns  are  the  owners  of 
said  territory,  and  may  occupy  it  free  of  all  molesta- 
tion. 

The  committee  have  examined  and  considered  the 
claim  thus  exhibited  by  the  petitioners,  and  remark, 
that  the  orighial  deed  is  not  produced,  nor  any  com- 
petent legal  evidence  offered  of  its  execution ;  nor  is 
there  any  proof  that  the  persons  who  it  is  alleged 
made  the  deed  were  the  chiefs  of  said  tribe,  nor  that 
(if  chiefs)  they  had  authority  to  grant  and  give 
away  the  land  belonging  to  their  tribe.  The  paper 
annexed  to  the  petition  as  a  copy  of  said  deed  has 
no  subscribing  witnesses,  and  it  would  seem  im- 
possible, at  this  remote  period,  to  ascertain  the  im- 
portant fact  that  the  persons  who  eigued  the  deed 


comprehended  and  understood  the  meaning  and  effect 
of  their  acts. 

The  want  of  proof  as  to  these  facts  would  interpose 
in  the  way  of  the  claimants  insuperable  difScnlties. 
But,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  claim  is  not 
such  as  the  United  States  are  under  any  obligation 
to  allow,  even  if  the  deed  were  proved  io  legal  form. 
The  British  Government,  before  the  time  when  the 
alleged  deed  bears  date,  had  deemed  it  prudent  and 
necessary,  for  the  preservation  of  peace  with  the  In- 
dian tribes  under  their  sovereignty,  protection,  and 
dominion,  to  prevent  British  subjects  from  purchas- 
ing lands  from  the  Indifens ;  and  this  rule  of  pohcy 
was  made  known  and  enforced  by  the  proclamation 
of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  of  the  7th  October,  1763, 
which  contains  an  express  prohibition.  Captain  Car- 
ver, aware  of  the  law,  and  knowing  that  such  a  con- 
tract could  not  vest  the  legal  title  in  him,  appUed  to 
the  British  Government  to  ratify  and  confirm  the  In- 
dian grant ;  and  though  it  was  competent  for  that  Gov- 
ernment then  to  confirm  the  grant,  and  vest  the  title 
of  said  land  in  him,  yet,  from  some  cause,  t^hat  Gov- 
ernment did  not  think  proper  to  do  so.  The  territory 
has  since  become  the  property  of  the  United  States ; 
and  an  Indian  grant  not  good  against  the  British 
Government  would  appear  to  be  not  binding  upon  the 
United  States'  Government.  What  benefit  the  Brit- 
ish Government  derived  from  the  services  of  Captain 
Carver,  by  his  travels  and  residence  among  the  In- 
dians, that  Government  alone  could  determine,  and 
alone  could  judge  what  remuneration  those  services 
deserved.  One  fact  appears  from  the  declaration  of 
Mr.  Peters  in  his  statement  in  writing  among  the 
papers  exhibited,  namely,  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment did  give  Captain  Carver  the  sum  of  one  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  seventy-five  pounds  six  shil- 
lings and  eight  pence  sterhng,  &o.  To  the  United 
States,  however.  Captain  Carver  rendered  no  service 
which  could  be  assumed  as  an  equitable  ground  for 
the  support  of  the  petitioners'  claim. 

The  committee  being  of  opinion  that  the  United 
States  are  not  bound  in  law  or  equity  to  confirm  the 
said  alleged  Indian  grant,  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 


Wednesdat,  January  29. 
The  Pbesident  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter 
from  Mr.  CiESAE  A.  Eodnet,  a  member  of  the 
Senate  from  the  State  of  Delaware,  resigning 
his  seat  in  the  Senate,  in  consequence  of  his 
acceptance  of  the  ofiBce  of  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary to  the  Government  of  Buenos  Ayres; 
which  letter  being  read,  it  was,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Van  Dxee,  ordered  that  the  President  of 
the  Senate  transmit  to  the  Executive  of  the  State 
of  Delaware  information  of  the  resignation  of 

Mr.  EODNET. 


"  Thttesdat,  January  30. 
Louisiana  Lands. 
The  Senate  next  took  up  the  following  reso- 
lution, submitted  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 
on  Monday  last : 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  PubUc  Lands 
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be  inBtrncted  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  caus- 
ing the  public  lanils  and  private  claims  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  to  be  immedjately  surveyed ;  and  also 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  granting  patents  for 
all  claims  to  lands  in  the  said  State,  which  have 
been  confirmed  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  J.  said  that  the  treaty  transferring  to  the 
United  States  the  province  of  Louisiana,  not 
only  secures  to  the  people  of  the  ceded  terri- 
tovj  the  enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  property, 
but  it  imposes  upon  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  the  obligation  to  provide  for  the 
speedy  adjustment  of  their  land  claims,  and  to 
encourage  emigration  to  the  country,  by  bring- 
ing the  public  lands  into  the  market.  He  could 
not  perceive  the  vfisdora  or  justice  of  that  policy 
which  had  induced  the  Government  to  cause 
the  public  lands  in  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and 
elsewhere,  to  be  surveyed  and  sold,  in  prefer- 
ence to  those  in  Louisiana.  The  territory  which 
now  composes  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  which, 
he  said,  was  a  wildei-ness  a  few  years  ago,  had 
been  surveyed  and  sold,  and  at  this  time  con- 
tains a  white  population  perhaps  equal  to  that  of 
Louisiana.  And  the  public  lands  in  Mississippi, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois,  had  been  surveyed  and  of- 
fered for  sale.  He  said,  independently  of  the 
obligations  imposed  by  the  treaty,  from  the  local 
situation  of  Louisiana,  being  a  frontier,  and  being 
in  many  respects  the  most  important  section  of 
the  Union,  and  being  more  exposed  than  either 
of  the  other  States,  to  external  invasion  and  to 
internal  commotion,  it  was  certainly  much 
more  important  to  strengthen  and  to  defend  the 
country  by  a  dense  white  population.  The  neces- 
sity of  such  a  population  was  sensibly  felt  during 
the  late  war.  Had  the  waste  lands  in  Louisiana 
been  settled  at  the  time  of  the  invasion  of  the 
country  by  the  British  troops,  they  would  have 
contained  a  force  nearly  adequate  to  the  defence 
of  the  State ;  and  most  of  the  militia  employed 
from  the  upper  country  might  have  been  dis- 
pensed with,  and  the  great  expense  thereby  in- 
curred saved  to  the  nation,  and  many  of  those 
who  perished  by  the  effects  of  the  climate 
would  have  been  preserved.  He  was  sorry  to 
say  that,  although  the  United  States  have  had 
possession  of  Louisiana  about  seventeen  years, 
neither  the  public  lands  nor  private  claims 
were  yet  surveyed,  nor  were  all  the  claims  even 
adjusted.  There  are  many  large  claims  in  the 
country,  conflicting  with  small  ones,  which  had 
been  suspended,  and  are  not  yet  decided  on. 
These  are  subjects  of  deep  interest  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Louisiana,  and  they  have  a  right  to  com- 
plain of  the  delays  alluded  to.  Indeed,  the 
policy  which  had  been  pursued  in  relation  to 
this  subject  was  pregnant  with  serious  evils. 
The  people  were  not  only  kept  in  suspense  and 
uncertainty,  in  regard  to  their  claims,  but  the 
influx  of  American  population  had  been  check- 
ed ;  agriculture  had  been  discouraged,  and  the 
development  of  the  resources  of  the  State  re- 
tarded. The  people  of  Louisiana,  he  said,  were 
deprived  of  the  benefits  of  a  very  important  act 


of  Congress,  which  passed  two  year 
granting  them  the  right  of  pre-emption  t 
back  possessions,  for  the  want  of  survej 
execute  the  surveys  required  by  the  act. 

Mr.  J.  said,  if  the  surveying  in  Louisiai 
not  progi-essed  for  the  want  of  an  adequat 
pensation  to  the  surveyors,  their  fees  sho 
augmented  ;  but,  if  the  delay  in  completi 
work  is  owing  to  the  neglect  or  incomps 
of  the  surveyors  employed,  they  should  ' 
missed  and  others  appointed ;  or,  if  it  ii 
ascribed,  as  is  suggested  by  some,  to  th( 
of  funds  to  defray  the  expenses,  the  nee 
appropriations  to  eflfect  the  object  shoi 
made.  He  said,  at  every  session  since  1 
taken  his  seat  in  the  Senate,  he  had  urge 
importance  of  these  subjects  upon  the 
sideration  of  the  Government.  Still  no 
tual  step  had  been  adopted  calculated  to 
the  business  to  a  close.  He  was  not  i 
habit  of  complaining,  but  were  he  not 
press  freely  the  sentiments  he  entertau 
relation  to  these  subjects,  so  interesting 
State  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  represe 
would  be  unmindfid  of  the  duty  he  owi 
constituents. 

Mr.  J.  remarked,  in  conclusion,  that  p 
had  not  been  granted  by  the  Govemme 
any  claims  in  Louisiana;  that  the  peop 
anxious  to  obtain  that  evidence  of  their 
which  renders  them  secure ;  and,  in  his  op 
patents  should  have  been  issued  as  their 
were  confirmed.  He  had  assurances  froi 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Offio( 
the  subject  should  now  be  attended  to 
if  further  legislative  provision  is  required 
lation  to  the  subject,  existing  laws  shoi 
amended  without  delay. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  acquiesced  in  th 
priety  of  the  inquiry,  but  added  a  rema 
the  inappUcability  of  what  Mr.  J.  had  si 
relation  to  the  surveys  in  Alabama. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 


Feidat,  February  7. 
British  Colonial  Trade. 

The  Senate  took  up  for  consideration  tl 
to  regulate  the  commercial  intercourse  be 
the  United  States  and  certain  British  cc 
porta. 

[This  bill  suspends  our  restrictive  ae 
1818  and  1820,  and  embraces  a  number  o 
visions  growing  out  of  the  repeal  of  the  la 
strictive  laws  of  Great  Britain,  in  rega 
foreign  intercourse  and  trade  with  her  A 
can  possessions.] 

Mr.  Baeboue  (chairman  of  the  Commit 
Foreign  Eelations)  presented  to  the  Sens 
a  speech  of  considerable  length,  a  number 
tails  and  facts  connected  with  the  subject  ( 
bin ;  he  took  a  historical  view  of  the  trad 
intercourse  of  this  country,  while  in  its  oc 
state,  with  the  mother  country ;  traced  th( 
je^  down,  through  all  the  embarrassmeni 
difficulties  which  have  subsequently  occ 
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in  our  commercial  intercourse  with  Great 
Britain  and  her  colonies;  the  treaties  formed 
on  the  subject ;  the  causes  and  necessity  of 
our  late  restrictions,  forced  on  us  by  the  close, 
selfish,  and  unreciprooal  policy  of  Great  Britain, 
from  which  she  has  at  length  receded,  after 
finding  that  the  counteracting  measures  adopted 
by  the  United  States  were  firmly  and  tenacious- 
ly adhered  to.  Mr.  B.  also  took  this  occasion 
to  justify  the  agency  which  he  had,  as  an  auxil- 
iary only,  and  not  a  principal,  in  producing 
and  maintaining  the  retaliatory  restrictive  sys- 
tem of  this  country ;  this  he  did  because  the 
system  had  borne  hard  on  the  interest  of  some 
parts  of  the  country,  and  it  had  been  imputed 
to  him  as  a  fault  that  he  had  aided  in  adopting 
and  adhering  to  this  policy.  He  urged  the  suc- 
cess of  the  system  in  vindication  of  its  wisdom, 
and  dwelt  some  time  on  the  beneficial  effect 
(referring  to  the  unanimity  with  which  that 
system  was  adopted  and  adhered  to  by  Con- 
gress) of  united  counsels  in  all  questions  between 
foreign  nations  and  ourselves.  When  Mr.  B. 
concluded,  the  biU  was  laid  over  to  Monday. 


Monday,  February  10. 
Reeolutiona/ry  Pensions. 
Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
communicated  the   following  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  which  was  read,  and  order- 
ed to  be  printed : 

War  Department,  Feb.  8,  1823. 

Sir  :  -I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  in  reply  to 
your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  that,  until  the  month 
of  August,  1818,  no  particular  account  was  kept  of 
the  number  of  applications  for  pensions,  under  the 
act  of  the  18th  March,  1818.  Since  that  time,  how- 
ever, a  register  of  the  claimants  has  been  kept,  from 
which  it  would  appear,  that  27,948  have  applied  for 
the  benefits  of  that  act,  and  since  the  passage  of  the 
act  of  May  1st,  1820,  2,039  have  applied  under  both 
laws — 18,880  claims  have  been  admitted  in  all; 
2,328  of  which  have  been  rejected,  or  dropt  from  the 
roll,  under  the  act  of  the  1st  of  May,  1820.  On  the 
4th  of  September  last  12,331  were  then  on  the  pen- 
sion Ust.  The  remaining  4,221  are  either  dead,  or, 
from  causes  unknown  to  this  Department,  have  failed 
to  exhibit  schedules  of  property.  In  1818,  the  sum 
of  $104,900  85,  was  paid  to  pensioners,  under  the 
act  of  that  year;  m  1819,  $1,811,328  96;  m  1820, 
the  sum  paid  was  only  $1,373,849  41,  the  list  of 
pensioners  having  been  reduced  by  the  operation  of 
the  act  of  the  Ist  May,  1820 ;  in  1821,  the  sum  of 
$1,200,000  was  paid;  and  in  the  year  1822,  the 
sum  of  $1,833,936  30.  , 

The  apparent  excess  of  expenditure  in  1822,  arises 
from  the  circumstance  that,  in  the  preceding  year,  a 
deficiency  was  occasioned  by  a  greater  number  hav- 
mg  applied  for  pensions  that  year  than  was  antici- 
pated when  the  estimates  were  made :  $461,836  of 
ihe  expenditure  of  the  last  year  was  due  the  pension- 
ers in  the  preceding  year. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  to  the  committee,  of 
which  you  are  chairman,  the  propriety  of  Hmiting  the 
commencement  of  the  Revolutionary  pensions,  in  all 
cases,  to  the  time  of  completing  the  testimony,  not 


only  in  original  claims,  but  where  persons  have  been 
continued  on,  or  restored  to  the  pension  roll.  At 
present,  the  latter  class  receive  their  pay  from  the 
4th  March,  1820  ;  and  the  prospect  of  receiving  the 
amount  of  three  years'  stipend,  at  one  time,  opens  a 
door  to  attempts  at  fraud,  and  is  no  small  inducement 
for  many  to  dispose  of  their  property  with  a  view  of 
receiving  pensions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 
Hon.  James  Noble, 

Chairman  Com.  Pensions. 


Tuesday,  February  11. 

New  England,  Mississippi  Land  Company. 

Mr.  Van  Burbn,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  a  petition  of 
the  Massachusetts  Directors  of  the  Association 
called  the  New  England  Mississippi  Land  Com- 
pany, made  a  detailed  report  thereon,  adverse 
to  the  prayer  of  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  dated  March  31, 1814, 
entitled  "  An  act  providing  for  the  indemnification  of 
certain  claimants  of  public  land  in  the  Mississippi 
Territoiy,"  it  is  enacted,  that  every  person  or  persons 
claiming  said  land,  who  have  exhibited  their  claim 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  "  shall  be  allowed  until  the 
first  Monday  in  January  next,  to  deposit,  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  a 
sufScient  legal  release  of  all  such  claim  or  claims,  to 
the  United  States,  and  an  assignment  and  transfer  to 
the  United  States,  of  their  right  and  claim  to  any 
sum  of  money,' '  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  State 
of  Georgia,  as  a  consideration  for  the  purchase  of 
the  land  released,  with  a  power  to  recover  the  same ; 
"  such  release,  assignment,  transfer,  and  power,  to 
take  effect,  on  indemnification  of  such  claimants 
being  made,  conformably  to  the  provisions  of  this 
act." 

And  the  Secretary  of  State,  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  the  Attorney-General  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  time  being,  were  thereby  constituted  and  ap- 
pointed a  Board  of  Commissioners,  "  and  fully  au- 
thorized and  required  to  adjudge  and  determine  upon 
the  sufficiency  of  the  release,  and  assignments,  and 
powers,  to  be  executed  and  deposited  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  State;  and  also  to  adjudge,  and 
finally  to  determine  upon,  all  controversies  arising 
from  such  claims  so  released  as  aforesaid,  which  may 
be  found  to  conflict  with,  and  be  adverse  to,  each 
other;  and,  also,  to  adjudge  and  determine  upon  all 
such  claims,  under  the  aforesaid  act,  or  pretended 
act,  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  as  may  be  found  to  have 
accrued  to  the  United  States  by  operation  of  law." 

By  the  act  aforesaid,  the  President  was  authorized 
and  required  to  cause  to  be  issued,  from  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  to  such  claimants,  respectively, 
certificates  of  stock,  payable  out  of  moneys  arising 
from  the  sale  of  said  public  lands ;  and  among  other 
companies,  to  the  person  claiming  in  the  name,  or 
under  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  under  the 
like  terms  and  restrictions,  a  sum  not  exceeding,  in 
the  whole,  one  million  five  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
doUars : 

"  Provided,  That  any  person  having  claims  under 
either  of  said  companies,  and  entitled  to  indemnity  by 
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virtue  of  this  act,  ehall  reoeire  such  indemnity  only 
in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  such  claim." 

By  an  act  of  Congress,  supplementary  to  the  above, 
dated  23d  January,  1815,  the  President  was  author- 
ized, by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint 
three  iit  and  disinterested  persons  to  be  and  act  as 
commissioners,  by  virtue  of  said  first-mentioned  act, 
in  the  place  of  tiie  public  officers  therein  mentioned. 
The  said  persons  were  constituted  and  appointed  a 
Board  of  Commissioners ;  which  board  was  "  declared 
to  be  intended  to  effect  the  same  purposes  and  ser- 
vices as  the  said  original  board,"  and  was  thereby 
"  authorized  to  execute  all  the  powers  granted  to, 
and  directed  to  perform  all  the  duties  enjoined  upon, 
the  said  original  Board  of  Commissioners,  according 
to  the  intent  and  provisions  of  the  act  aforesaid." 

In  pursuance  of  the  said  last-mentioned  act,  Tho- 
mas Swan,  Francis  S.  Key,  and  John  Law,  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  were  duly  appointed  commissioners 
to  perform  said  service ;  and  from  the  decree  here- 
witti  exhibited,  and  from  the  case  of  Brown  against 
Gilman,  decided  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  and  reported  in  4th  volume  of  Wheaton's  Re- 
ports, it  doth  appear,  that  the  Georgia  Mississippi 
Company,  mentioned  in  said  act,  sold  and  conveyed 
to  certain  persons  in  New  England,  all  the  land  which 
they  had  acquired  by  said  act,  or  pretended  act,  of 
the  State  of  Georgia,  estimated  to  contain  eleven 
millions  three  hundi'ed  and  eighty  thousand  acres,  at 
and  after  the  rate  of  ten  cents  per  acre ;  two  cents  of 
which  were  paid  in  money,  and  the  residue  by  notes 
of  the  respective  purchasers,  payable  in  successive 
years,  with  approved  endorsers.  The  deed  of  con- 
veyance, in  due  form  of  law,  was  made  to  the  pur- 
chasers, and  being  placed  in  "  escrow  "  for  a  short 
time,  on  payment  of  the  money,  and  reception  of 
notes,  with  endorsers  satisfactory  to  the  vendors,  said 
deed  was  duly  delivered  to  the  purchasers,  who  form- 
ed the  association  above  mentioned,  and  conveyed 
their  respective  shares  in  said  land  to  the  trustees  of 
said  New  England  Mississippi  Land  Company,  who 
were  authorized  to  issue  negotiable  certificates,  or 
scrips,  so  called,  declaring  the  possessor  thereof  to  be 
entitled  to  the  proceeds  of  the  quantity  of  land  there- 
in mentioned.  The  said  trustees  of  the  New  England 
Mississippi  Land  Company,  and  du-ectors  thereof,  pe- 
titioners as  aforesaid,  in  pursuance  of  said  act  of  in- 
demnification, made  proper  releases  and  assignments 
of  all  right  and  claim  to  said  land,  and  money  in  the 
treasury  of  Georgia,  to  the  United  States,  and  de- 
posited the  same  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  as  required  by  said  act,  and  presented  a 
claim  for  indemnification  for  the  whole  of  skid  land, 
amounting,  by  said  act,  to  one  million  five  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

The  Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  above  named, 
presented  a  claim  to  said  commissioners  for  indemni- 
fications to  the  amount  of  957,600  acres,  part  of  said 
land  sold  by  them  as  aforesaid,  equal  to  one  hundred 
and  thirty  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollars  and  twelve  cents,  (say  $130,425  12,)  in  con- 
sequence of  certain  unpaid  notes  they  possessed,  given 
in  part  for  the  purchase  of  said  land,  amounting  to 
ninety-five  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty  dollars, 
(say  $95,760  ;)  which  claim  of  said  Georgia  Missis- 
sippi Company,  was  opposed  by  said  New  Englapd 
Company,  none  of  which  members  were  indebted  on 
said  notes  ;  the  sale  of  said  land  by  the  said  original 
pm'ohasers  or  parties  to  said  notes  having  been  made 
soon  after  they  acquired  the  title  as  above,  their  as- 


signees being  members  of  the  company. 

commissioners,  however,  adjudged  and  deer 

the  said  Georgia  Mississippi  Land  Company 

dors  of  said  land,  (although  no  mortgage  o. 

security  was  made  or  reserved  thereon,)  ha 

right  or  lien  upon  said  quantity  of  land,  fc 

said  unpaid  notes  were  given ;  and  the  said  ( 

sioners  accordingly  did  adjudge  and  assigr 

the  said  sum  of  $1,650,000,  the  sum  of  one 

and  thirty  thousand  four  hundred  and  tw( 

dollars  and  twelve  cents,  (say  $130,425  12, 

said  Georgia  Mississippi  Land  Company ;  tht 

portion  of  which,  about  three-fourths,  as  app 

the  said  decree  of  said  commissioners,  was  a 

to  belong  to  the  United  States,  who  claime 

the  said  Georgia  Mississippi  Land  Company 

tue  of  shares  therein  surrendered  to  the  State  < 

gia,  and  by  the  act  aforesaid  reserved  to  tht 

States.     And  the  United  States,  as  appears 

decree,  now  retain  &om  said  original  sum,  a 

senting  shares  of  said  Georgia  Mississippi  Lar 

pany,  a  larger  sum  than  the  said  one  hund 

thirty  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-five 

twelve  cents,  (say  $130,425, 12,)  taken  by  sa 

missioners  from  the  said  New  England  Mi: 

Land  Company  as  aforesaid.     It  also  appearf 

report  of  said  commissioners,  herewith,  that  1 

commissioners  received  as  claims  on  said  f 

certificates  or  scrip  of  divers  persons,  issued 

trustees  of  said  New  England  Mississippi  Lan 

pany,  to  the  amount  of  one-fourth  part  of  th 

of  said   company,  or  thereabouts.      Said   d 

urged  to  said  commissioners  tha^  persons  w^ 

their  certificates,  and  were  thereby  members 

company,  ought  to  resort  to  the  trustees  or  tn 

for  their  share  or  diridend,  after  the  indemni 

had  been  received  by  the  treasurer ;  but  th( 

considered  that  such  certificate  holder  might  t 

ply  to  them  for  payment  or  satisfaction  of  the 

in  said  company,  deducting  the  reasonable 

tion  of  the  expenses  of  the  company.     They  s 

creed  that  persons  holding  the  scrip  or  certific 

said  company,  which  were  derived  originall 

the  sales  made  by  parties  to  said  unpaid  not 

no  claim  whatever  on  said  fund ;  and  in  a  d 

tion  thereof,  assigned  to  such  certificate  holders 

claims  they  allowed  as   above,  their  propor 

the  company's  funds,  unencumbered,  by  cert 

derived  originally  from  the  parties  to  said  n 

aforesaid. 

It  further  appears,  from  the  said  case  of 
and  Gilman  being  a  suit  brought  against  said 
ors  by  the  holder  of  one  of  said  certificates 
had  issued  from  the  title  of  the  parties  t-o  said 
notes  aforesaid,  that  the  commissioners  erred 
Bouncing  that  there  was  any  lien  upon  said  1 
consequence  of  said  impaid  notes ;  and  the  s 
rectors  were  adjudged  liable  to  pay  the  same 
cates,  which  the  commissioners  had  declarec 
not  obligatory ;  and  thus  the  said  directors,  ( 
titioners,  who,  by  the  proceedings  of  said  cc 
sioners,  received  only  about  three-fourths  of  thi 
of  the  company,  were  held  liable  to  pay,  in  t 
instance,  the  whole  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars 
cents,  (say  $180,425  12.) 

It  also  appears  that  the  commissioners  W' 
informed  of  the  laws  of  Georgia,  which,  sin: 
those  of  Massachusetts,  do  not  allow  any  lien 
vendor  of  land  without  mortgage  or  special  se 
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and  the  surviving  commissioners  (Messrs.  Swann  and 
Key)  are  fully  satisfied  that  the  said  award  was  er- 
roneous. 

On  the  ahove  facts,  the  petitioners  have  prayed 
that  the  aforesaid  sum,  erroneously  withheld  from 
them  by  said  commissioners,  may  be  granted  toi 
them;  and,  if  not,  that  they  maybe  reinvested  in 
their  title  to  said  nine  hundred  and  fifty-seven  thou- 
sand six  hundred  acres  (say  957,600  acres)  of  land, 
for  which  they  have  received  no  indemnification,  by 
an  act  declaring  that  the  said  release  executed  ^by 
them  to  the  United  States,  shall  be  inoperative  as  re- 
spects said  quantity  of  land ;  and  that  the  deeds  and 
evidence  of  title,  which  in  virtue  of  said  act  have 
been  deposited  by  said  commissioners  in  said  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  may  be  restored  to  them, 
or  attested  copies  granted,  allowing  the  same  to  have 
the  force  of  originals  in  courts  of  the  United  States. 

The  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  whole  of  the 
said  sum  of  $1,550,000  ought  in  strictness  to  have 
been  awarded  to  said  directors  of  the  New  England 
Mississippi  Land  Company  by  said  commissioners ; 
but  they  apprehend  that  the  above  prayer  of  the  pe- 
titioners ought  not  to  be  granted,  for  the  following 
reasons,  viz : 

The  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  if  granted,  must  be 
satisfied  out  of  the  moneys  awarded  by  the  commis- 
sioners to  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Land  Company, 
and  to  the  United  States,  as  assignees  of  such  of  the 
Georgia  Mississippi  Land  Company  as  had  surrender- 
ed under  the  act  of  Georgia. 

The  reference  to  the  commissioners  was,  as  has 
already  been  stated,  "  to  adjudge,  and  finally  deter- 
mine upon,  all  controversies  arising  from  such  claims, 
so  released  as  aforesaid,  which  may  he  found  to  con- 
flict with,  and  to  he  adverse  to,  each  other;  and, 
also,  to  adjudge,  and  determine  upon,  all  such 
claims,  under  the  aforesaid  act,  or  pretended  act,  as 
may  be  found  to  have  accrued  to  the  United  States 
by  operation  of  law."  The  contemplated  compensa- 
tion, which  was  to  extinguish  a  disputed  claim,  was 
made  by  the  United  States  for  the  sake  of  peace ;  the 
submission  was  voluntarily  entered  into  by  the  par-- 
ties,  with  full  knowledge  of  the  powers  of  the  com- 
missioners, the  circumstances  of  their  selection,  the 
conclusiveness  of  their  award,  and  their  liability  to 
err.  If  the  mistake  had  been  in  favor  of  those  who 
claim  the  fund,  those  who  hold  it  would  have  been 
without  redress.  All  that  the  United  States  were 
responsible  for,  was  an  honest  discharge  of  their  du- 
ties by  the  commissioners.  That  such  has  been  the 
case,  is  not  controverted ;  and  that  being  admitted, 
the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  petitioners 
hs*ve  no  reason  to  complain,  if  the  award  is  suffered 
to  remain  as  bindiug  upon  them,  as  it  necessarily 
was  upon  their  adversaries. 

Secondly.  Independently  of  these  considerations, 
the  trustees  of  the  New  ISngland  Mississippi  Land 
Company  are  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
entitled  to  the  relief  they  ask.  They  have  lost  their 
leo-al  rights  by  the  error  of  the  commissioners,  under 
the  circunistances  which  have  been  stated ;  and  their 
application  now  is  to  the  equity  of  the  Government, 
which  can  only  be  to  relieve  them  from  injustice. 
What  is  their  equity  ?  They  ask  money  for  lands  for 
which  they  have  never  paid.  They  ask  it  at  the  ex- 
pense of  those  who  have.  If,  through  the  improvi- 
dence of  those  from  whom  they  purchased,  they,  be- 
fore the  submission  and  award,  could,  on  strict  legal 
principles,  entitle  themselves  to  what  they  now  ask, 


it  was  their  good  fortune ;  hut,  having  lost  that  legal 
advantage  without  fraud,  they  are  without  cause  of 
complaint  that  it  is  not  restored  to  them ;  for  they 
have  lost  nothing  to  which  they  were  in  conscience 
entitled. 

Thirdly.  If  the  loss  had  fallen  on  those  of  the  New 
England  Mississippi  Land  Company  who  had  not  paid, 
or  their  immediate  assignees,  it  is  conceded  that  this 
application  would  be  without  merit.  That  it  has 
fallen  on  others,  is  on  account  of  the  terms  of  the  origi- 
nal Association,  and  the  manner  of  transacting  their 
business,  authorized  by  the  trustees  and  those  they 
represent ;  and  can  furnish  no  ground  of  claim  against 
those  who  had  no  agency  in  that  matter,  and  who 
are,  at  least,  equally  innocent. 

Fourthly.  If  the  grounds  relied  on  by  the  com- 
mittee for  refusing  the  direct  relief  prayed  for,  are 
well  grotmded,  they  are  equally  valid  against  the 
prayer  for  the  surrender  of  the  release. 


Feidat,  rebruary  14. 

Northwest  Coast  of  America,  and  Occupation  of 

the  Golurnbia. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
an  appropriation  to  enable  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  take  and  retain  possession  of  the  territo- 
ries of  the  United  States,  on  the  Northwest  coast  of 
America. 

Lead  Mines  and  Salt  Springs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTOjr,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideraticon  of  the  bill  to  repeal 
the  several  acts  reserving  from  public  sale  the 
lead  mines  and  salt  springs  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  and  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  cause  the  lead  mines  and  the 
salt  springs,  and  the  lands  contiguous  thereto, 
to  be  exposed  to  public  sale. 

Mr.  Benton  rose,  and  in  support  of  the  bill 
delivered  himself  to  the  following  effect : 

The  Senate  is  now  to  deliberate  upon  a  subject 
of  great  national  importance.  The  mines  and 
salines  of  Upper  Louisiana  still  belong  to  the 
nation.  They  are  great  in  extent  and  rich  in 
value.  They  are  found  scattered  in  detached 
districts  over  a  line  of  six  hundred  miles ;  from 
the  left  bank  of  the  Arkansas  to  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony.  .The  State  of 
Missouri,  in  the  centre  of  this  line,  is  their  chief 
seat.  Salines  are  found  in  every  pai't  of  the 
State,  but  chiefly  in  the  part  known  under  the 
name  of  the  "  Boon's  Lick  country."  Here  the 
salt  water  runs  off  from  the  surface  of  the  earth 
in  a  thousand  streams.  Large  creeks,  on  which 
mills  are  built,  are  sensibly  impregnated  with 
it ;  and  over  an  extent  of  four  or  five  counties, 
on  both  sides  of  the  Missouri,  in  a  country  of 
unrivalled  fertility,  scarcely  a  mile  square  could 
be  found  In  which  saline  indications  are  not 
visible  to  the  daily  passenger. 

The  lead  district  is  located  in  a  different  part 
of  the  State,  on  the  waters  of  the  Merrimac, 
Gasconade,  and  St.  Francis,  and  what  was  for- 
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merly  the  county  of  St.  Genevieve,  now  divided 
into  several  counties,  of  which  Washington  is 
the  centre,  and  the  chief  seat  of  the  mines. 

The  great  indications  of  mineral  wealth  in 
this  district  attracted  the  attention  of  enterpris- 
ing men  more  than  a  century  ago.  The  cele- 
brated "Mississippi  Scheme"  was  bottomed 
upon  the  mines  of  Upper  Louisiana;  but  the 
precious,  not  the  valuable  metals,  were  the  object 
of  pursuit  to  the  projectors  of  that  scheme.  It 
was  the  middle  of  the  last  century  before  the 
lead  mines  were  worked,  and  the  experience  of 
seventy  years  has  since  shown  that  a  large  dis- 
trict of  country  abounds  with  this  mineral,  the 
ore  exceedingly  rich,  yielding  eighty-two  per 
cent.,  and  the  metals  so  much  finer  than  the 
English  as  to  command  a  cent  more  on  the  pound 
in  the  white  and  red  lead  factories.  In  1803  the 
province  of  Louisiana  was  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  and  the  fame  of  her  mineral  wealth  pro- 
digiously enhanced,  in  public  estimation,  the 
value  of  the  acquisition.  Congress  proceeded 
upon  the  idea  that  these  mines  were  too  valuable 
to  be  owned  by  individuals ;  that  they  ought  to 
be  reserved  as  national  property ;  and  a  system 
of  reservation  and  Government  monopoly  was 
adopted  and  has  been  persevered  in  pver  since. 

The  surveyors  of  the  public  lands  were  in- 
structed to  note  on  their  maps  all  indications  of 
mines  and  salines ;  portions  of  contiguous  land 
were  directed  to  be  reserved  convenient  to 
each ;  the  officers  of  the  land  department  were 
forbid  to  sell  them  ;  the  boards  of  commission- 
ers for  confirming  Spanish  titles  were  interdicted 
from  deciding  a  claim  which  covered  lead  or  salt ; 
and,  to  complete  this  system  of  monopoly,  an 
odious  law  of  retroactive  operation  was  passed, 
to  vacate  the  sales  of  land  made  by  the  Gov- 
ernment itself,  iu  the  event  of  afterwards  finding 
lead  or  salt  upon  it,  and  fixing  on  the  purchasers, 
by  the  aid  of  some  inquisitorial  process,  the 
successful  charge  of  previous  knowledge  and 
fraudulent  concealment. 

The  National  Government,  by  these  acts, 
having  concentrated  in  its  own  hands  the  posses- 
sion of  the  mines  and  salines,  undertook,  in  the 
year  1807,  to  reap  the  fruit  of  its  able  policy. 
For  this  purpose,  the  luminous  idea  was  adopt- 
ed of  converting  itself  into  a  national  landlord, 
the  miners  into  national  tenants,  and  deriving 
a  national  revenue  from  salt  water  boilers  and 
lead-ore  diggers.  This  system  was  adopted  in 
1607.  Fifteen  years  have  since  elapsed,  and  cer- 
tainly fifteen  years  of  annual  experience  is  suffi- 
^  cient  to  test  the  vice  or  the  vittue  of  all  money- 
making  schemes.  What  then  has  been  the  fruit 
of  this  monopolizing  and  leasing  system  1  Have 
any  leases  been  taken  ?  Yes,  many.  Has  any 
lead  been  dug  ?  Yes,  many  millions  of  pounds 
weight.  Have  any  rents  been  paid  ?  No,  not 
a  dollai- — not  one  cent.  But,  perhaps  it  may 
be  thought  that  valuable  improvements  have 
been  made,  the  benefit  of  which  will  inure  to  the 
Bepublic,  and  compensate  it  for  the  loss  of  rents. 
I  answer,  none.  No  improvement  can  be  made 
at  salines,  except  by  sinking  wells  or  boring 


holes  some  hundred  feet  to  the  strata  of  sa 
streams  of  strong  water  which  lie  below,  nei 
of  which  has  been  done  at  a  public  saline, 
improvement  can  be  made  at  a  mine,  ex 
by  sinking  shafts,  opening  galleries,  provi 
ventilators  and  hydraulic  engines,  and  consti 
ing  permanent  furnaces ;  not  one  of  which  th 
has  been  done  at  a  public  mine,  or  ever  wi 
done  by  a  tenant  or  lessee  for  years.  The  spii 
tenantry  is  everywhere  the  same.;  it  is  a  s; 
adverse  to  improvement,  always  leaning  tow 
the  injury  of  the  property  in  possession, 
always  holding  back  from  the  payment  of  i 
This  spirit  has  had  its  full  range  in  the  min 
lands  of  the  United  States,  where  no  impn 
ment  has  been  made,  no  rent  paid,  and  g 
injury  done  in  the  destruction  of  timber,  an 
ravaging  the  ground  in  search  of  minerals, 
only  no  improvement  has  been  made,  but 
even  a  mine  discovered  even  twenty  feet  be 
the  surface  of  the  ground.  Of  the  fifty  or  s 
public  mines  enumerated  in  the  report  from 
War  Department,  nut  one  was  known  as  a  n 
at  this  time.  They  were  nothing  but  superf 
diggings,  exhausted  and  abandoned  in  a 
weeks  or  months  after  the  first  discovery, 
veins  and  masses  of  ore  which  approach 
surface  have  alone  been  touched.  Miners 
this  "  picking  at  the  eyes  of  the  mine,"  w 
the  body  of  it  lies  at  the  distance  of  some  1 
dred,  or  some  thousand,  feet  below.  In  fine, 
fruit  of  this  whole  system  has  been  injury  to 
national  property,  loss  to  the  national  treas 
and  a  recourse  to  foreign  powers  to  suppi; 
with  the  articles  of  which  God  in  his  provide 
has  given  to  us  more  than  he  has  given  to  th 
Mr.  B.  appealed  to  the  Senate  to  say  whel 
it  was  not  time  to  change  this  system.  His  i 
mind  was  made  up,  and  had  been  during 
seven  years  that  he  had  lived  in  Missomi, 
witnessed  the  evils  which  he  had  faintly  sketcl 
He  was  against  the  leasing  system.  He  knew  1 
it  might  be  improved,  but  with  all  the  imprc 
ments  that  could  be  ingrafted  npon  it,  he  1 
it  to  be  wrong  in  its  first  principles,  and  frai 
with  evil  in  s£L  the  ramifications  of  its  praci 
To  continue  it  wUl  be  to  perpetuate  the  rela 
of  landlord  and  tenant  throughout  the  vast 
tent  of  the  mineral  districts  of  the  Eepnb 
that  landlord  being  the  Federal  Government, 
holding  its  domains  and  body  of  tenantry  wil 
the  limits  of  a  sovereign  State.  I  deny  su( 
power  to  the  Federal  Government.  I  take 
stand  upon  the  words  of  the  constitution  u 
the  left  hand  of  the  venerable  Senator  f 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Tatloe,)  and  deny  to  the  Fed 
Government  a  power  to  hold  lands  in  any  St 
except  upon  grants  made,  in  cases  enumera 
and  for  purposes  specified,  in  the  constitut 
I  speak  of  permanent  ownership,  not  of 
transient  trustee-possession,  which  is  necesi 
to  a  fair  distribution  of  the  property,  and  wl 
is  recognized  in  the  compacts'  with  the 
States  by  an  agreement  not  to  tax  the  pi 
land  "  before  it  is  sold,  and  for  five  years  th 
affer."    I  deny  to  the  Federal  Government 
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capacity  to  hold  a  body  of  tenantry  within  the 
limits  of  any  State.  The  monarchies  of  Europe 
have  their  serfs  and  vassals,  but  the  genins  of 
the  Republic  disclaims  the  tenure  and  the  spirit 
of  vassalage,  and  calls  for  freemen,  owners  of 
the  soil,  masters  of  their  own  castles,  and  free 
from  the  influence  of  a  foreign  sovereign. 

But  if  a  doubt  can  be  entertained  of  the  right 
of  the  Federal  Government  to  hold  lands  and 
tenants  in  the  bosoms  of  the  States,  none  can 
exist  as  to  the  evils  of  such  a  practice.  Even  if 
confined  to  minerals  and  salines,  the  mischief 
must  be  great.  In  the  first  place,  large  districts 
of  country  must  be  locked  up  from  the  people, 
fenced  in  with  prohibitory  laws,  and  protected 
from  waste  like  the  forest  lands  in  Europe.  The 
soil  and  timber  on  the  reserved  tracts  must  be 
placed  under  the  guardianship  of  penal  statutes ; 
Federal  officers  must  be  appointed  to  stand  over 
the  miners  and  watch  theit  hands,  and  search 
their  pockets,  and  detect  aU  attempts  to  carry 
off  the  ores  before  "  the  lord  has  received  his 
tithe."  Other  laws  must  be  made  to  compel 
the  payment  of  rent ;  the  odious  remedy  by 
"  distress,"  must  be  introduced,  and  this  splendid 
Federal  Government,  created  by  our  fathers  for 
great  national  purposes,  must  be  seen  descend- 
ing from  its  high  estate,  and  going  down  to  the 
level  of  a  petty  landlord  impounding  the  cattle 
of  his  miserable  tenant,  to  force  out  of  his  hands 
the  arrearages  of  his  rent.  But  what  is  the 
effect  to  the  States  in  which  these  things  shall 
be  done  ?  Population  retarded,  the  improve- 
ment of  the  country  delayed,  large  bodies  of  land 
held  free  of  taxation,  and  their  elections  more 
or  less  influenced  by  the  presence  of  men  hold- 
ing their  leases  at  the  will  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. All  this  is  bad  enough,  but  the  worst 
is  yet  to  be  named.  The  foundation  of  the 
whole  is  monopoly,  odious  in  itself  and  aggra- 
vated in  this  instance  from  the  nature  of  the 
articles  monopolized.  God  placed  lead  and  salt 
in  Missouri  for  the  use  of  the  people  who  go 
there  to  five ;  he  gave  them  a  surplus  of  both 
to  sell  to  their  neighbors ;  but,  by  the  interven- 
tion of  a  foreign  Government,  the  people  are 
denied  the  benefit  of  the  use  and  the  profits  of 
supplying  their  neighbors. 

But  it  is  not  only  lead  and  salt  which  will  be 
monopolized  under  the  continuance  of  this  sys- 
tem, but  a  great  variety  of  other  minerals  and 
fossUs,  and  large  tracts  of  farming  land  to  supply 
them  with  wood.  The  base  metals  have  an  af- 
finity to  each  other,  and  are  generally  found  in 
company.  The  lead  districts  in  the  Mendip 
Hills  and  Derbyshire,  in  England,  abound  with 
zinc,  iron,  coal,  mineral  waters,  plumbago,  every 
one  of  which,  and  many  others,  are  found  in  the 
mineral  districts  of  Missouri.*  All  these  must 
be  lost  to  the  inhabitants  if  the  leasing  system  is 


*  Geolo^cal  researches  have  discovered  in  Missoaii,  be- 
sides the  articles  above  named,  chalks,  red  and  white; 
ochres,  red,  white,  and  yellow ;  fuller's  earth ;  potter's  clay ; 
a  plastic  white  clay,  snow  white;  plaster  of  Paris;  flint; 
manganese  ;  granular  quartz ;  sulphur ;  saltpetre ;  sevaral 
varieties  of  marble,  including  porphyry  and  alabaster ; 
precious  stones,  cornelian  and  jaspar ;  antimony ;  alum. 


perpetuated.  And  what  is  the  advantage  pro- 
posed to  the  Federal  Government  in  return  for 
so  many  evils  ?  Eevenue !  money  for  the  Treas- 
ury is  the  object  proposed.  But  who  can  enter- 
tain a  serious  idea  of  drawing  any  thing  worth 
a  nation's  notice,  from  such  a  source?  We 
have  already  had  fifteen  years'  experience,  and 
shall  we  wait  for  fifteen  more  ?  Shall  the  ex- 
perience of  other  nations  be  lost  upon  us  ?  Of 
all  the  money-making  projects  that  ever  entered 
the  head  of  a  nation,  t^t  of  mining  is  held  to 
be  the  most  chimerical.  So  says  Adam  Smith. 
He  even  places  national  mining  below  lotteries, 
and  so  do  I.  And  if  compelled  to  choose  be- 
tween them,  I  would  certainly  direct  our  Minis- 
ter of  the  Treasury  to  repair  to  Benjamin  O. 
Tyler's  Grand  National  Temple  of  Fortune  on 
Pennsylvania  Avenue,  (especially  if  furnished 
with  tickets  selected  by  the  truly  fortunate 
dreamer  of  Kichmond,)  in  preference  to  resting 
his  hopes  for  future  revenue  on  a  second 
"  Mississippi  Scheme"  among  the  mines  of  Up- 
per Louisiana. 

I  trust  that  enough  has  been  said  to  show  the 
bad  poHoy  of  leasing.  Shall  we  then  adopt  the 
alternative  proposed  by  the  bill,  and  deliver  up 
the  mines  and  salines  of  the  Republic  to  the 
pursuit  of  individual  industry,  to  the  activity  of 
individual  enterprise,  to  the  care  of  individual 
interest,  guided  and  sustained  by  the  skill  and 
capital  of  those  who  may  choose  to  hold  them  ? 
I  maiotain  it  to  be  our  true  policy  to  do  so,  and 
that  the  Government  will  find  its  indemnity  in 
the  price  which  wiU  be  paid  for  them,  and  in 
the  increased  wealth  of  its  citizens,  which  is,  in 
fact,  the  wealth  of  the  Government  itself.  Be- 
sides, without  a  freehold  in  the  soU,  the  expe- 
rience of  all  countries  proves  that  the  riches  of 
the  mineral  kingdom  can  never  be  discovered 
or  brought  into  action.  A  lessee  for  years  can- 
not incur  the  expenses  of  sinking  shafts,  con- 
necting them  by  galleries,  opening  ventilators, 
constructing  hydraulic  machines,  and  building 
permanent  ftimaoes.  And  without  these  labors, 
the  mineral  riches  which  lay  some  hundred  feet 
in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  can  never  be  discov- 
ered. AU  this  is  now  proved  on  the  mineral 
lands  of  the  United  States  in  Missouri.  Fifty 
or  sixty  mines  have  been  opened,  exhausted, 
and  abandoned.  Tes,  in  the  space  of  a  few 
months  a  mine  is  exhausted,  wMle  in  England, 
mines  are  no^  worked  which  were  opened  two 
thousand  years  ago.  The  reason  is  obvious. 
The  English  miner,  having  the  freehold  of  the 
sou,  husbands  and  improves  his  property,  and 
follows  the  vein  downwards,  even  to  the  dis- 
tance of  two  thousand  feet.  The  American 
les.see  can  only  take  what  he  finds  near  the  sur- 
face of  the  ground.  He  cannot  pierce  the  rock 
in  pursuit  of  the  descending  veins  which  lead  to 
the  great  beds  of  ore  below.  He  can  only  '■'■pick 
out  the  eyes  of  tTie  mine"''  without  touching  its 
body;  nor  is  it  possible  to  tell  where  nature 
has  deposited  her  hidden  treasures  except  by 
opening  the  earth  to  the  places  where  they  lie. 
Neither  the  eye  of  Science,  nor  the  conjurors' 
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rod,  can  detect  a  mine  at  any  given  distance  be- 
low the  surface  of  the  earth.  All  over  the  world 
mineral  wealth  has  been  discovered  either  by 
accident,  or  by  the  persevering  labor  of  the 
owner  of  the  soil.  It  is  needless  to  multiply 
examples  to  prove  the  assertion.  Every  Sena- 
tor's reading  will  fm-nish  him  with  a  multitude. 
Two  only  will  I  mention — ^the  discoveries  of  the 
great  copper  mine  in  Anglesea  and  the  salt  mine 
in  Cheshire.  The  former,  though  the  richest  in 
the  world,  and  furnishing,  at  this  day,  more 
copper  than  all  the  mines  of  Europe  put  together, 
and  seated  in  the  bosom  of  a  country  settled  for 
several  thousand  years,  was  only  discovered 
about  fifty  years  ago  ;  the  latter  only  discovered 
at  the  beginning  of  the  last  century,  though 
known  as  a  saline  to  the  Eoman  soldiers  when 
Britain  was  a  province  of  the  Koman  empire. 
This  vast  salt  mine  is  only  one  hundred  and 
twenty  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  earth,  and 
then  commences  in  sU-ata  silsty  feet  thick,  and 
yet  was  never  discovered  till  the  earth  was  pen- 
etrated by  the  owner  of  the  soil.  If  situated  in 
the  United  States  on  public  lands,  it  would 
never  be  found  at  all,  for  the  lessee  for  years 
could  do  nothing  but  boil  the  water  which 
flowed  from  the  saline,  or  was  dipped  out  of  a 
well  a  few  feet  deep.  He  could  not  have  gone 
even  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  deep  into  the 
earth.  But  change  the  tenure,  create  a  fee 
simple  in  the  soil,  and  what  may  not  be  found 
in  a  country  like  Missomi,  where  a  thousand 
salines  present  themselves — ^where  a  thousand 
springs  and  branches,  and  even  a  river,  {la  mine,) 
turning  mills,  are  impregnated  with  salt,  indi- 
cating such  mines  and  fountains  of  salt  below, 
as  neither  England,  nor  any  other  country  upon 
earth,  can  be  supposed  to  contain.  The  same 
may  be  supposed  of  the  lead  districts,  and  may 
not  tin  and  copper  also  be  found  in  the  mineral 
districts  of  Missouri  ?  The  theory  of  mineralogy 
authorizes  the  belief;  foi  these,  too,  belong  tot£e 
family  of  base  metals,  and  are  often  found  in 
company  of  lead. 

The  example  of  England  presents  itself  to  us. 
In  the  early  ages  her  base  metals  were  consid- 
ered as  too  precious  for  the  people,  and  were 
reserved  as  Crown  property.  Her  mines  were 
leased  out ;  and  the  great  tin  mines  of  Cornwall 
brought  the  imposing  sum  of  one  hundred  marks 
per  annum,  and  the  rest  in  proportion.  In  the . 
reign  of  Philip  and  Mary  this  policy  was  changed. 
The  mineral  kingdom,  by  an  act  of  Parliament, 
ceased  to  be  a  monopoly  in  the  hands  of  the 
Crown.  It  was  delivered  up  to  the  skill,  and 
capital,  and  industry  of  individuals,  and  the  re- 
sult has  been,  that  the  iron,  lead,  copper,  tin, 
coal,  and  salt,  of  England,  have  carried  the 
wealth  and  power  of  the  British  empire  to  a 
height  to  which  the  mines  of  Peru  and  Mexico 
could  never  have  exalted  her.  And  let  us  follow 
her  example,  not  the  example  of  her  dark  ages, 
but  of  that  enlightened  period  which  has  made, 
of  a  small  island  in  the  sea,  one  of  the  richest 
and  most  powerful  empires  upon  the  face  of  the 
globe. 


When  Mr.  B.  had  concluded — 
Messrs.  Diokeeson,  Loweie,  Smith  of  M 
land,  Baeton,  Van  Buebn,  Tatloe  of  Virg 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Beown  of  Ohio,  Km 
New  York,  and  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  folic 
Mr.  Bbnton,  with  their  respective  views  of 
expediency  or  inexpediency  of  this  measure, 
continued  the  debate  until  past  three  o'clocl 
In  the  end,  the  bill  was,  at  the  request 
member,  laid  over  to  Monday. 


Monday,  February  17. 
Northwest  Coast  of  America. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of 
motion  of  the  14th  instant,  in  relation  to 
territories  of  the  United  States  on  the  Nortb 
Coast  of  America,  and  the  same  havip-g  1 
amended  by  substituting  the  Committee 
"Foreign  Selations,"  was  agreed  to,  as  amen 

The  remarks  of  Mr.  Benton  were  as  foUo 

Mr.  Benton  (mover  of  the  resolution) 
it  was  due  to  the  Senate  to  state  the  rea 
which  had  induced  him  to  ofier  it.  This  ^ 
to  prevent  the  country  in  question  from  faJ 
into  the  hands  of  another  power.  He  knew 
the  public  mind  was  tranquil  upon  this  po 
but  he  believed  that  this  tranquillity  arose, 
from  an  indifference  to  the  loss  of  the  Colur 
River,  and  the  great  country  drained  by 
waters,  but  from  a  belief  that  our  title  to  it 
undisputed,  and  the  possession  open  to  our 
zens  whenever  the  Government  would  pei 
them  to  enter  upon  it.  The  contrary  of  all  i 
Mr.  B.  held  to  be  the  fact,  and  he  would  un 
take  to  show  to  the  Senate — 

First.  That  our  claim  of  saoereignty  is 
puted  by  England. 

Second.    That  England  is  now  the  part 


Third.  That  she  resists  the  possession  of 
United  States. 

Fom-th.  That  the  party  in  possession  in  1 
will  have  the  right  of  possession  under  the 
of  nations,  until  the  question  of  sovereignty  s 
be  decided  by  war  or  negotiation. 

In  supporting  these  positions,  Mr.  B.  said  1 
he  would  rely  for  his  proofs  upon  two  sou 
only ;  first,  the  document  communicated  to  C 
gressby  the  President,  on  the  ITth  April,  18 
second,  the  London  treaty  of  October  20th,  li 
The  document  would  be  found  in  vol.  8,  of 
State  Papers,  No.  112,  and  the  treaty  in  vol 
of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States,  page  607. 

1.  ThatHhe  sovereignty  of  the  Oolun 
Elver  is  claimed  by  England.  Mr.  B.  premi 
as  matter  of  historical  notoriety,  that  an  An 
can  settlement,  Astoria,  existed  at  the  mc 
of  the  Columbia,  at  the  commencement  of 
late  war;  that  it  was  captured  by  a  Bri 
sloop-of-war,  in  1813,  converted  ihto  a  mill 
post,  and  called  Fort  George ;  and  that,  by 
first  article  of  the  Ghent  treaty,  a  mutual  r 
tution  was  stipulated  of  all  places  taken  i 
either  party  by  the  other  in  the  progress  oi 
war. 
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In  virtue  of  this  stipulation,  the  American 
Government,  in  the  year  1815,  determined  to 
'■'reoccupy  "  the  post  on  the  Columbia  River,  and 
the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Monroe,  on  the  15th 
of  July  of  that  year,  communicated  that  intention 
to  the  British  Charg6  d' Affaires  at  Washington, 
and  "  requested  a  letter  "  from  him  to  facilitate 
the  restitution.  Mr.  Bater  refused  the  letter, 
and  assigned  for  his  reason,  that  he  had  no  in- 
structions upon  the  subject,  from  the  British 
Government.  He  set  up  no  title,  on  the  part 
of  Great  Britain,  and  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  apprehending  no  opposition,  de- 
spatched the  sloop-of-wai-  Ontario  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Columbia  to  reoccupy  the  post.  Two 
years  afterwards,  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary, 
Mr.  Bagot,  arrives  from  England,  calls  personally 
on  the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Adams,  inquires 
into  the  destination  of  the  Ontario,  and  being 
informed  that  one  object  of  her  voyage  was  "  to 
establish  a  settlement  on  the  Columbia  River," 
he  complains  of  this  intention  as  injurious  to  the 
"  rights  and  interests  "  of  His  Britannic  Majesty, 
and,  on  the  27th  of  November,  two  days  after 
his  personal  interview,  he  addressed  an  official 
note  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  "  requesting  an 
explanation"  of  the  views  of  the  American  Gov- 
ernment with  respect  to  the  settlement,  deny- 
ing that  the  restitution  of  Astoria  could  he 
claimed  under  the  Ghent  treaty,  and  declaring 
that  "  the  territory  in  question  had  early  been 
taken  possession  of  in  His  Majesty's  name,  and 
had  since  been  considered  as  forming  part  of 
His  Majesty's  dominions." 

"What  answer  was  given  by  the  American 
Government,  to  this  high-toned  communication, 
is  to  me  unknown,  said  Mr.  B.  I  draw  my  infor- 
mation from  the  papers  communicated  in  the 
document  No.  112,  and  no  answer  is  there  to  be 
found.  Certain  it  is,  that  the  Ontario  returned 
from  the  Pacific  Ocean  without  getting  posses- 
sion of  the  post  on  the  Columbia. 

The  next  paper  upon  this  subject  is  from  the 
same  side  of  the  question,  to  the  same  eflfect,  and 
of  still  higher  authority,  coming  from  Lord 
Castlereagh  himself  and  given  in  person  to  Mr. 
Rush,  the  American  Minister  in  London.  Mr. 
Rush  communicates  it  to  Mr.  Adams  on  the 
14th  of  February,  1818.  He  states  that  "  His 
Lordship  mentioned  the  affair  of  the  establish- 
ment at  the  Columbia  River ;"  expressed  his 
"  regret "  at  the  steps  taken  by  the  United  States 
to  repossess  itself  of  the  territory  in  question, 
"  Great  Britain  having  a  claim  of  dominion  over 
it;  "  and  that  Mr.  Bagot  had  sent  in  "a  remon- 
strance "  upon  thfe  occasion,  to  which  no  answer 
had  been  made  at  the  last  dates.  For  setthng 
the  question  of  title  between  the  two  powers, 
Lord  Castlereagh  proposed  that  a  reference 
should  be  made  of  it  to  the  arbitration  of  some 
friendly  sovereign,  and  admitted  that  the 
United  States  was  entitled  to  restitution  of 
possession  under  the  first  article  of  the  Ghent 
treaty. 

This  despatch  from  Mr.  Rush  draws  out  the 
American  Secretary.    On  the  20th  of  May  fol- 


lowing, Mr.  Adams  writes  to  Mr.  Rush,  instruct- 
ing him  to  decline  the  proposed  arbitration,  and 
to  express  to  Lord  Castlereagh  the  unwillingness 
of  the  United  States  to  include  this  subject 
among  the  objects  of  "  serious  discussion,"  be 
cause  of  "  the  minuteness  of  the  present  interests" 
of  either  party  involved  in  it. 

This,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  the  end  of  the  published 
correspondence  on  this  point.  The  next  place 
in  which  the  British  claim  shows  itself  is  in4he 
London  treaty  of  October,  1818. 

The  first  article  of  that  treaty  secures  to  Amer- 
ican fishermen  the  liberty  of  curing  fish  on  the 
unsettled  coasts  of  Newfoundland  and  Labrador. 

The  second  detennines  a  portion  of  the  boun- 
dary between  the  United  States  and  His  Britan- 
nic Majesty's  dominions  in  America,  to  wit: 
from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  summit  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  fixes  it  upon  the 
parallel  of  the  49th  degree  of  north  latitude. 

The  third  appHes  to  the  country  drained  by 
the  Columbia  River,  and  is  in  these  words : 

"It  is  agreed  that  any  country  ^11101  may  be 
claimed  by  either  party,  on  the  Northwest  coast  of 
America,  westward  of  the  Stoney  Mountains,  shall, 
together  with  its  harbors,  hays,  and  creeks,  and  the 
navigation  of  all  rivers  within  tie  same,  he  free  and 
open  for  the  term  of  ten  years  from  the  date  of  the 
signature  of  the  present  convention,  to  the  vessels, 
citizens,  and  subjects,  of  the  two  powers;  it  being 
well  understood  that  this  agreement  is  not  to  be  con- 
strued to  the  prejudice  of  any  claim  which  either  of 
the  two  high  contracting  parties  may  have  to  any  part 
of  the  said  country ;  nor  shall  it  be  taken  to  affect 
the  claims  of  any  other  power  or  State  to  any  part 
of  the  said  country ;  the  only  object  of  the  high  con- 
tracting parties,  in  that  respect,  being  to  prevent  dis- 
putes and  differences  amongst  themselves." 

Mr.  B.  said  that  this  was  the  last  and  the 
highest  piece  of  evidence  which  he  intended  to 
submit  in  support  of  his  assertion  that  Great 
Britain  now  claimed  the  sovereignty  of  the 
Columbia  River.  He  had  traced  that  claim 
from  its  first  appearance  above  the  hoiizon  of 
diplomatic  discussion  to  its  safe  lodgment  in  the 
bosom  of  a  treaty ;  and  surely  no  claim  had  ever 
grown  up  with  such  surprising  rapidity.  When 
Louisiana  was  purchased  from  Spain,  in  1803,  it 
was  not  heard  of;  when  Lewis  and  Clarke  took 
possession  of  the  country,  in  1806,  it  was  not 
heard  of;  when  Astoria  was  founded,  in  1810,  it 
was  stiU unheard  of;  at  Ghent,  in  1814,  no  one 
mentioned  it;  in  1815,  the  British  Charge 
d' Affaires  at  Washington  City,  knows  nothing 
about  it.  It  is  only  in  November,  1817,  that  a 
British  Minister  first  avows  it;  in  May,  1818, 
that  an  American  Secretary  considers  it  too 
"minute"  to  be  classed  among  objects  of 
"serious  discussion;"  and  in  October  of  the 
same  year  that  it  obtains  foothold  in  a  solemn 
treaty,  there  to  remain  the  fruitful  source  of  fu- 
ture negotiation  and  perhaps  of  war. 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  his  second  point:  That 
England  now  has  the  possession  of  the  country 
in  question. 

He  apprehended  that  a  transaction  in  which 
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Mr.  Prevost  acted  aa  the  agent  of  the  United 
States  had  misled  the  puhlic  mind  on  this  sub- 
ject. The  facts  are,  that  a  British  ship  of  war 
called  at  Lima,  in  the  Fall  of  1818,  took  up  Mr. 
Prevost,  carried  him  to  Astoria  (Fort  George) 
on  the  1st  day  of  October,  and  brought  him  away 
on  the  6th.  While  there,  Mr.  Prevost,  under  the 
authority  of  the  American  Government,  signed 
a  receipt  for  the  delivery  of  Fort  George,  and 
accepted  a  remonstrance  from  the  British 
against  the  delivery  "  until  the  final  decision  of 
the  right  of  sovereignty  to  the  country  between 
the  two  Governments."  The  possession  of  the 
fort  was  not  changed,  nor  intended  to  be  changed 
by  any  thing  that  Mr.  Prevost  did.  He  could 
not  man  the  fort  himself,  and  had  not  a  single 
soldier  or  sailor  to  do  it  for  him.  The  ceremony 
of  lowering  the  British  flag,  and  hoisting  the 
American,  was  a  piece  of  form  arranged  before- 
hand for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  the  words  of 
the  Ghent  Treaty  by  a  nominal  restitution,  while 
the  post  itself  remained  with  the  English  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  Mr.  Prevost  had  never  made 
his  visit.  No  attempt  has  since  been  made  by 
the  American  Government  to  realize  the  pos- 
session, and  Fort  George  remains  to  this  day  in 
the  hands  of  the  British. 

The  third  point :  That  England  resists  the 
possession  of  the  United  States. 

This  has  been  already  proved,  in  showing 
that  the  British  Minister,  Mr.  Bagot,  in  1817, 
"  remonstrated  "  against  the  occupation  of  the 
country  by  the  sloop-of-war  Ontario,  and  in 
the  notorious  fact  that  the  Ontario  did  not  suc- 
ceed in  the  object  of  her  voyage.  In  1818,  it 
is  shown  by  Mr.  Prevost,  that  it  was  still  the 
intention  of  the  American  Government  to  set- 
tle the  country,  which  we  aU  know  has  not 
been  done.  His  words  are  these :  "  The  prin- 
cipal object  of  the  President,  in,  sending  me  thus 
far,  was  to  obtain  such  information  of  the  place, 
its  access,  and  its  commercial  importance,  as 
might  enable  him  to  submit  to  the  consideration 
of  Congress,  measures  for  the  protection  and 
extension  of  the  establishment."  The  report  of 
Mr.  Prevost  was  most  favorable  on  all  these 
points,  but  no  plan,  for  the  purpose  mentioned 
by  him,  has  been  submitted  to  Congress  by  the 
Executive ;  and,  since  that  period,  the  present 
British  Minister  in  Washington,  Mr.  Canning, 
in  two  several  interviews  with  the  Secretary  of 
State,  in  reference  to  the  bill  depending  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  for  the  occupation  of 
the  Columbia  River,  "  suggested  that  Great  Bri- 
tain had  claims  on  the  Northwest  coast  of 
America,  with  which  he  conceived  that  such 
occupation,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
would  conflict ;  and  requested  to  be  informed 
what  were  the  intentions  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  in  this  respect." 

This,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  resistance,  and  resistance 
in  the  most  imposing  form.  It  is  direct  from' 
the  Minister  of  England  to  the  American  Sec- 
retary of  State.  It  is  face  to  face ;  not  once 
only,  but  on  two  distinct  and  separate  occasions. 
It  goes  the  whole  length  of  unqualified  opposi- 


tion ;  renewing  the  "  claim  "  of  Great  Bri 
warning  the  Republic  of  a  "  conflict,"  and 
ing  upon  the  Executive  to  declare  its  "  ii 
tions."  What  further  the  Minister  would 
said  or  done,  if  the  Executive  had  avowed  t 
position  to  occupy  the  Columbia,  cannoi 
known,  as  no  such  avowal  was  made, 
enough  is  known  to  prove  that  the  MinisfcE 
England  has  virtually  attempted  to  arresl 
progress  of  a  legislative  act  in  the  Congret 
the  United  States — an  attempt  which,  if  [ 
not  greatly  mistaken  in  the  temper  of 
American  people,  wiU  accelerate  the  measn 
was  intended  to  impede. 

The  fourth  point :  That  the  party  in  poi 
sion,  in  the  year  1828,  will  have  the  rtgh 
possession  until  the  question  of  title  is  dec 
by  war  or  negotiation. 

This  consequence,  said  Mr.  B.,  results  i 
the  terms  of  the  third  article  of  the  Treat 
London.  That  article  has  been  read.  Ther 
ing  of  it  will  have  dissipated  two  errors  wl 
ha.d  obtained  a  wide  spread  in  the  public  n 
— first,  that  the  English  recognized  the  fo 
ninth  degree  of  latitude  as  the  boundary  betii 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  from 
Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  Pacific  Ocean ;  1 
second,  that  the  United  States  granted  to 
the  use  of  the  Columbia  River,  and  the  trad 
its  inhabitants,  for  the  period  of  ten  ye 
The  facts  are,  that  the  boundary  is  only  f 
to  the  summit  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and 
sovereignty  of  each  is  considered  as  equal  t< 
the  country  beyond.  Neither  surrenders 
part  of  its  own  claim ;  the  treaty  is  not  to 
construed  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  title 
either;  by  consequence,  neither  is  conside 
as  having  accepted  a  privilege  from  the  otl 
but  each  retains  possession,  by  virtue  of  his  c 
claim  to  sovereignty,  and  each  agrees  to  tolei 
the  possession  of  the  other  for  ten  years.  It 
suits,  of  course,  from  this  stipulation,  that 
party  in  possession,  at  the  end  of  the  ten  ye 
win  have  the  right  of  possession  tiU  the  qx 
tion  of  title  shall  be  decided.  It  requires 
Vattel  to  teU  us  this.  The  principle  is 
same,  in  national  and  in  municipal  law.  Wl 
the  title  is  disputed,  the  party  in  possession 
the  disputed  property  has  the  right  to  keej 
till  the  question  of  title  is  decided,  by  a  co 
of  justice,  when  the  dispute  is  between  indi\ 
uals ;  and  by  arms  or  negotiation,  if  betw 
nations.  In  the  case  before  the  Senate, 
United  States  have  a  right  of  possession  un 
the  Ghent  treaty,  and  a  right  of  entry  un 
the  treaty  of  1818 ;  but  the  latter  is  aire! 
half  run  out,  and  the  former  must  be  conside 
as  abandoned,  if  not  renewed  and  eflfectu! 
asserted. 

Mr.  B.  made  further  remarks  upon  the  tl 
article  of  the  London  treaty.  He  had  hear( 
said  that  an  able  diplomatist  never  signe 
treaty  without  having  first  deposited  in  it 
seed  of  a  new  contestation.  If  so,  the  ne 
tiators  of  this  article  have  shown  themsel 
eminently  able.    They  have  not  only  sowed 
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seed  of  a  new  contest  with  England,  but  with 
all  the  powers  who  may  choose  to  contend  with 
us  for  the  Northwest  coast  of  America.  They 
have  inserted  a  saving  clause  in  behalf  of  all 
other  "  claims "  of  aU  other  "  States  and 
Powers  "  to  the  same  district  of  country.  When 
I  saw  this  gratuitous  and  extraordinary  reser- 
vation, I  could  not  avoid  casting  my  eyes  to  the 
foot  of  the  treaty,  and  searching  among  the 
signatures  for  the  names  of  Nesselrode  and 
Capo  D'Istria ;  not  seeing  their  names  there,  I 
nevertheless  believe  that  I  see  the  finger  of 
Eussia  in  the  treaty  itself;  and  in  a  reservation 
so  vague  and  so  foreign  to  the  interest  of  the 
Eepublic,  every  one  may  see  the  policy  of  Eng- 
land, securing  to  herself  the  means  of  strength- 
ening her  own  pretensions  by  joining  to  them 
the  "  claims  "  of  all  other  "  Powers  and  States." 

Mr.  B.  found  other  provisions,  to  him  unac- 
countable, in  this  treaty.  The  "  fishing  privi- 
lege "  is  yielded  to  us,  without  an  equivalent, 
which,  at  Ghent,  could  not  be  obtained,  except 
to  balance  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi; 
and  he  found  the  sovereignty  of  the  Columbia 
a  concession  not  even  asked  for  at  Ghent,  more 
than  half  surrendered  to  Great  Britain  and  her 
associate  pretenders,  and  this,  too,  without  the 
shadow  of  an  equivalent  to  the  United  States ; 
unless,  indeed,  by  a  sub  sihntio  agreement,  the 
sovereignty  of  the  Columbia  was  substituted  for 
the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  as  the  price  of 
the  important  privilege  of  taking  and  curing 
fish  on  the  desert  shores  of  Labrador  and  New- 
foundland. 

Mr.  B.  would  not  pursue  this  subject  any  fur- 
ther. He  flattered  himself  that  he  had  made 
good  all  the  points  which  he  had  taken  before 
the  Senate,  and  that  it  was  now  apparent  that 
the  Eepublic,  partly  through  its  own  remissness, 
partly  from  the  concessions  of  our  Ministers  in 
London,  but  chiefly  from  the  bold  pretensions 
of  England,  is  in  imminent  danger  of  losing  aU 
its  territory  beyond  the  Eocky  Mountains.  The 
evils  of  such  a  loss  to  us,  and  the  advantage  of 
such  an  acquisition  to  her,  are  too  obvious  to  be 
here  insisted  upon.  Every  one  can  see  that  the 
mouth  of  the  Columbia,  in  the  hands  of  Eng- 
land, would  be  immediately  converted  into  a 
grand  naval  station,  for  the  protection  of  her 
trade  and  navigation  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and 
for  the  destruction  of  the  commerce  of  all  other 
powers.  Not  an  American  ship  will  be  able  to 
show  itself  beyond  Cape  Horn,  but  with  the 
permission  of  the  English. 

The  direct  intercourse  between  Asia  and  the 
valley  of  the  Mississippi  would  be  intercepted. 
The  fur  trade  of  the  Eocky  Mountains  would 
fall  into  the  hands  of  British  subjects,  and  with 
it  the  entire  command  of  all  the  Indians  of  the 
"West  and  North,  to  be  turned  loose  upon  the 
frontiers  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  and  Illinois 
and  Michigan,  upon  the  first  renewal  of  hos- 
tihties  between  the  United  States  of  America 
and  the  King  of  Great  Britain. 


Tuesday,  February  18. 
Lead  Mines  and  Salt  Springs. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  oifer  at  public  sale  the  salt  springs  and 
lead  mines  of  the  United  States,  and  the  public 
land  contiguous  thereto. 

Mr.  DioKEKSOif  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  and  to  insert  a  substitute, 
providing,  in  substance,  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  be  affthorized  to  appoiat  some 
fit  person,  skilled  in  mineralogy,  for  the  space 
of  three  years,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  and 
reporting,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  mines  and 
minerals  of  the  States  of  Missouri  and  lUinois, 
and  Territory  of  Michigan ;  and  allowing  him  a 
salary  therefor. 

Mr.  DiOKEESON  supported  this  proposition, 
and  opposed  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  ,Bbown,  of  Louisiana,  advocated,  at  some 
length,  and  Mx*.  Macon  briefly,  the  expediency 
of  selling  the  mine  lands.  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, made  some  remarks  against  the  bill, 
and  Mr.  Talbot  hkewise,  lq  its  present  shape. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  on  the  table ;  and  the 
Senate  adjourned. 


Vol.  Vn.— 24 


"Wednesday,  February  19. 
Election  of  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 
At  12  o'clock  to-day,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  called  the  Senate  to  order ;  and  having 
stated  that  the  hour  had  arrived  at  which  the 
Senate  had  resolved  to  proceed  to  the  election 
of  President ^ro  tempore,  he  requested  the  mem- 
bers to  prepare  their  ballots  for  that  purpose. 

The  Senate  accordingly  proceeded  to  ballot 
for  a  President  ^ro  tern.,  and  the  result  was  as 
follows : 
For  John  Gaillaed,  of  South  Carolina    32 
For  James  Baeboite,  of  Virginia  -  6 

Scattering       -  ....    6 

So  Mr.  Gaillaed  was  elected  President  of  the 
Senate  pro  tempore;  and,  having  taken  the 
Chair,  made  his  acknowledgments  to  the  Senate 
as  follows : 

Gentlemen  :  On  taking  the  station  with  which 
you  have  honored  me,  I  must  be  permitted  to  tender 
you  my  acknowledgments  for  so  flattering  an  evidence 
of  the  continuance  of  your  confidence  and  favor. 
Were  my  capacity  to  fill  this  place  commensurate 
with  your  kindness,  or  ecjual  to  the  gratitude  I  feel, 
I  might  then  reasonably  expect  to  merit  your  appro- 
bation, which  would  be  the  highest  reward  I  could 
obtain,  and  the  most  gratifying  compensation  for  the 
cares  and  soUcitude  which  must  ever  be  attendant  on 
the  situation  to  which  I  am  called.  Forbidden,  how- 
ever, by  a  thorough  conviction  of  my  deficiencies  in 
many  essential  respects  to  hope  for  so  favorable  a 
result,  I  mast  again  throw  myself  for  encouragement 
and  support  on  your  known  Uberality,  and  on  the 
experience  I  have  had  of  your  former  indulgence, 
and  they  will,  I  trust,  sustain  me  in  the  attempt  I 
shall  make  to  discharge  the  duties  devolving  on  me 
with  fidehty  and  impartiahty ;  being  folly  persuaded 


370 


ABKIDGMENT  OF  THE 


SmKATE. 


Louisiana  Land  Titles. 


[Febrcabt,  ] 


that  I  shall  thereby  furnish  the  most  satisfactory  testi- 
mony that  can  be  offered  of  my  high  respect  for  this 
body,  as  well  as  of  my  esteem  and  personal  regard 
for  the  individuals  composing  it. 

On  mption  of  Mr.  Milm,  the  Secretary  waa 
directed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  acquaint  him  with  the  election  of  Mr. 
Gaillaed  as  President  of  the  Senate,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  ViOB  Peesibknt  of  the  United  States, 
and  also  to  infoi-m  the  House  of  Representatives 
thereof. 


Thuesdat,  February  20. 
Christian  Ind/ians  in  Ohio — Failure  of  the 

Experiment. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Euqolks, 

Reeohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  m- 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an 
appropriation  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  take  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  for 
purchasing  the  right,  title,  and  interest,  which  certain 
Indians  have  in  and  to  three  several  tracts  of  land, 
of  four  thousand  acres  each,  lying  in  the  county  of 
Tuscaroras,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  which  lands  were 
granted  by  Congress,  in  the  year  1796,  to  the  "  So- 
ciety of  United  Brethren  for  propagating  the  Gospel 
among  the  Heathen,"  in  trust,  for  the  sole  use  and 
benefit  of  the  said  Indians ;  said  purchase  to  be  made 
with  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  said  Society. 


Monday,  February  24. 

The  Pebsident  communicated  the  credentials 
of  John  Tatloe,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  for  the 
term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth 
day  of  March  next;  and  also,  the  credentials  of 
Nbhemiah  E.  Kjsight,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ehode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations,  for  the  same  term  of 
six  years ;  which  were  severally  read,  and  laid 
on  file. 

Case  of  Divorce. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  bill  to  divorce 
John  Wheelwright,  of  Alexandria,  and  Caro- 
line Eliza  Wheelwright  his  wife. 

Mr.  W.  petitions  for  a  divorce,  on  the  ground 
of  the  insanity  of  his  wife,  -at  the  time  of  his 
marriage,  (though  then  to  Mm  unknown ;)  of 
the  increase  of  the  malady  until  it  became  en- 
tirely settled  and  confirmed ;  of  its  having  now 
continued  for  several  years,  and  the  belief,  (in 
which  he  has  the  opinion  of  the  physicians  in 
whose  care  she  has  been  long  placed,)  that  the 
insanity  is  incurable. 

A  long  and  feeling  debate  took  place  on  this 
bill— chiefly  on  these  points :  Whether  the  in- 
sanity actually  existed  at  the  time  of  marriage, 
so  as  to  render  the  contract  void ;  whether  an 
affliction  of  this  character  ought  to  dissolve  the 
marriage  contract ;  whether,  if  it  was  entitled 
to  relief,  the  tribunal  appointed  for  the  purpose 
of  granting  such  relief  in  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, (where  the  marriage  was  contracted,)  was 
not  the  proper  place  for  the  petitioner  to  seek 


it ;  whether  it  was  right  for  Congress  to  g 
divorces  at  all,  (it  has  never  yet  granted  o 
&c.  It  was  agreed,  on  all  hands,  the  i 
being  generally  admitted,  that  it  was  a  cas 
great  hardship.  Messrs.  Baeboue  and  Sot 
AED  advocated  the  bill  with  much  earnest! 
It  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  King  of  New  Y 
Benton,  Mills,  Holmes  of  Maine,  and  Oi 
DLEE.  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  witl 
taking  sides  on  the  bill,  spoke  in  corrobora 
of  the  facts  set  forth  by  the  petitioner,  an 
to  the  great  respectability  of  the  connection 
the  lady  residing  in  Boston. 

The  question  being  taken  on  ordering  the 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  it 
decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nay; 
follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  D'Wolf,  Die 
son,  Eaton,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Lc 
iana,  Kelly,  Knight,  Lanman,  Noble,  Parrott,  So 
ard,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  and  Williami 
Tennessee — 16. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Benton,  Boardman,  Brown  of  0 
Chandler,  Elliott,  Findlay,  GaiUard,  Holmes  of  Ma 
Holmes  of  Mississippi,  King  of  Alabama,  Kinj 
New  York,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massac 
setts,  Macon,  Mills,  Morrill,  Palmer,  Seymour,  Si 
of  South  Carolina,  Stokes,  Taylor  of  Virgi 
Thomas,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  WiJJi 
of  Mississippi — 26. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 


Tuesday,  February  25. 
Louisiana  Lamd  Titles. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  biU  to  ena 
the  holders-  of  French,  British,  and  Spar 
titles  to  land,  within  the  State  of  Louisia 
which  have  not  been  recognized  as  valid  by 
Government  of  the  United  States,  to  instit 
proceedings  to  try  the  validity  thereof,  and 
other  purposes ;  together  with  the  amendme 
reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  on  Pul 
Lands. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  explained  the 
jects  of  the  bUl,  and  urged  the  importanci 
acting  on  the  subject  at  the  present  session, 
thought  it  was  not  only  the  duty  but  the  inl 
est  of  the  Government  to  provide  for  the 
justment  of  the  claims  embraced  by  the  1 
If  they  are  not  valid,  they  belong  to  the  Uni 
States,  and  should  be  brought  into  marl 
which  could  not  be  done  until  they  are  deci 
on.  _  But  he  complained  of  the  injury  done 
Louisiana,  by  keeping  large  claims  of  land  wa 
within  the  limits  of  the  State.  Emigration  ; 
then  been  checked,  and  the  prosperity  of 
country  retarded.  He  said,  when  the  sub, 
was  under  consideration  some  days  since," 
had  proposed  to  exclude  from  the  operatioi 
the  bill  three  large  claims  known  by  the  na 
of  Bastrop's,  Maison  Eouge's,  and  Houmas's, 
because  he  had  changed  his  opinion  sine* 
introduced  the  bUl,  but  because  he  nnderst 
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it  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  to  whom  the  bill  was  referred,  that  it 
was  expedient  to  provide  for  their  decision  in  a 
separate  bill.  But  as  no  such  biU  had  been 
since  introduced  for  the  purpose,  he  was  now 
opposed  to  the  amendment  under  consideration, 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
which  proposed  to  exclude  these  claims  from 
the  operation  of  the  bill.  He  considered  it  of 
the  first  importance  in  every  point  of  view,  that 
these  claims  should  be  also  adjusted  without 
further  delay. 

Upon  this  amendment  a  discussion  arose, 
which  occupied  more  than  three  hours.  It  was 
ultimately  adopted — ayes  27,  noes  10. 

It  appeared  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  several 
members,  that  the  three  claims  alluded  to, 
should  not  be  referred  to  the  Judiciary,  but  be 
decided  on  by  Congress  itself ;  though  the  Sen- 
ate seems  to  have  acted  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  expedient  to  provide  for  their  adjustment 
by  a  separate  bill. 

The  gentlemen  who  spoke  in  favor  of  includ- 
ing the  three  large  claims,  named  above  in  the 
bill,  were  Messrs.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Van 
DvKB,  Beown  of  Louisiana,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
and  Mills;  and  those  who  opposed  it  were 
Messrs.  Tatloe  of  Virginia,  Van  Bukbn, 
Eaton,  Lajjman,  Baeboue,  and  Ohandlee. 

After  considerable  discussion  on  other  details 
of  the  bill,  and  the  adoption  of  several  amend- 
ments ;  and  after  rejecting  a  motion  to  post- 
pone the  bill  indefinitely,  the  question  was  put 
on  engrossing  the  bill  for  a  third  reading,  and 
was  decided  in  the  afBrmative  by  yeas  and  nays 
— yeas  28,  nays  6,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Barbonr,  Barton,  Benton,  Brown 
of  Louisiana,  Brown  of  Ohio,  Elliott,  Findlay,  (Jail- 
lard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  John- 
son of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
New  York,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Macon,  Mills, 
Noble,  Pahner,  Seymour,  Smitli  of  Maryland,  Stokes, 
Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Thomas,  Van 
Buren,  Van  Dyke,  and  WiUiams  of  Mississippi. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Boardman,  Chandler,  Dickerson, 
Lanman,  Morrill,  and  Smith  of  South  Carolina. 


Wednesday,  February  26. 

IN  EXECUTIVE   SESSION, 

Political  and  Commercial  stq^  of  the  Island  of 
St.  Domingo. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Peesident  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  of  (he  Uniied  States : 

By  a  resolution  of  the  27th  of  December  last,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  was  requested  to  com- 
municate to  the  Senate,  such  information  as  he  might 
possess,  respecting  the  political  state  of  the  Island  of 
St.  Domingo ;  whether  the  government  thereof  was 
claimed  by  any  European  nation,  what  onr  commer- 
cial relations  with  the  government  of  the  island  were, 
and  whether  any  further  commercial  relations  with 
that  Government  would  be  consistent  with  the  interest 
iind  safety  of  the  United  States. 

From  the  import  of  the  resolution,  it  is  inferred 
that  the  Senate  were  fuUy  aware  of  the  delicate  and 


interesting  nature  of  the  subject  embraced  by  it,  in 
all  its  branches.  The  call  supposes  something  pecu- 
liar in  the  nature  of  the  government  of  that  island, 
and  in  the  character  of  its  population,  to  which  at- 
tention is  due.  Impressed  always  with  an  anxious 
desire  to  meet  every  call  of  either  House  for  infor- 
mation, I  most  willingly  comply  in  this  iostance, 
and  with  a  view  to  the  particular  circumstances  al- 
luded to. 

In  adverting  to  the  political  state  of  St  Domingo,  I 
have  to  observe,  that  the  whole  island  is  now  united 
under  one  government,  «nder  a  constitution,  which 
retains  the  sovereignty  in  the  hands  of  the  people  of 
color,  and  with  provisions  which  prohibit  the  employ- 
ment in  the  government,  of  all  white  persons  who 
have  emigrated  there  since  1816,  or  who  may  here- 
after emigrate  there  ;  and  which  prohibit,  also,  the 
acquisition,  by  such  persons,  of  the  right  of  citizen- 
ship, or  to  real  estate  in  the  island.  In  the  exercise 
of  this  sovereignty,  the  government  has  not  been 
molested  by  any  Em-opean  power.  No  invasion  of 
the  island  has  been  made,  or  attempted,  by  any 
power.  It  is,  however,  understood,  that  the  relations 
between  the  Government  of  France  and  the  island 
have  not  been  adjusted,  that  its  independence  has  not 
been  recognized  by  France,  nor  has  peace  been  for- 
mally established  between  t^e  parties. 

The  establishment  of  a  government  of  a  people  of 
color  in  the  island,  on  the  piinciples  above  stated, 
evinces,  distinctly,  the  idea  of  a  separate  interest,  and 
a  distrust  of  other  nations.  Had  that  jealousy  been 
confined  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  parent  country,  it 
would  have  been  less  an  object  of  attention.  But,  by 
extending  it  to  the  inhabitants  of  other  countries, 
with  whom  no  difference  ever  existed,  the  policy  as- 
sumes a  character  which  does  not  admit  of  a  like  ex- 
planation. To  what  extent  that  spirit  may  be  in- 
dulged, or  to  what  purposes  applied,  our  experience 
has  yet  been  too  limited  to  enable  us  to  form  a  just 
estimate.  These  are  inquiries  more  peculiarly  inter- 
esting to  the  neighboring  islands.  They,  neverthe- 
less, deserve  the  attention  of  the  United  States. 

Between  the  United  States  and  the  island  a  com- 
mercial intercourse  exists,  and  it  will  continue  to  be  the 
object  of  this  Government  to  promote  it.  Our  com- 
merce there  has  been  subjected  to  higher  duties  than 
have  been  imposed  on  like  articles  from  some  other 
nations.  Is  has,  nevertheless,  been  extensive ;  pro- 
ceeding from  the  wants  of  the  respective  parties,  and 
the  enterprise  of  our  citizens.  Of  this  discrimination 
to  our  injuiy,  we  had  a  right  to  complain,  and  have 
complained.  It  is  expected  that  our  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  the  island  wiUbe  placed  on  the  footing 
of  iiie  most  favored  nation.  No  preference  is  sought 
in  our  favor,  nor  ought  any  to  be  given  to  others. 
Eegarding  the  high  interest  of  our  happy  Union,  and 
looking  to  every  circumstance,  which  may,  by  any 
possibility,  affect  the  tranquillity  of  any  part,  how- 
ever remotely,  and  guardu^g  against  such  injury,  by 
suitable  precautions,  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Government 
to  promote,  by  all  the  means  in  its  power,  and  by  a 
fair  an  J  honorable  policy,  the  best  interest  of  every 
other  part,  and  thereby  of  the  whole.  Feeling,  pro- 
fotmdly,  the  force  of  this  obligation,  I  shall  continue 
to  exert,  with  unwearied  ze^,  my  best  facilities  to 
ffive  it  effecL 
^  JAMES  MONROE. 

Febeuaey  25,  1823. 

The  Message  was  laid  on  the  table  for  con- 
sideration. 
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Thuesdat,  February  27. 
Fa/rrow  amd  Ha/rris. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  adjustment  of  the 
accounts  of  Kimrod  Farrow  and  Richard  Harris 
(formerly  contractors  for  buOding  the  fortifica- 
tions on  Dauphin  Island,  now  abandoned)  was 
taken  up.  A  debate  of  considerable  duration 
took  place  on  t^is  bill  and  the  various  amend- 
ments offered  thereto. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  opposed  to  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  bill.  He  said  the  object  of  the 
motion  seemed  to  be  to  postpone  the  bill  under 
consideration,  which  had  been  reported  by  the 
committee  of  the  Senate,  to  whom  the  subject 
was  referred,  for  the  purpose  of  passing  the  biU 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  relief 
of  the  petitioners.  He  did  not  approve  of 
either  of  the  bills,  as  neither  of  them  is  calcu- 
lated to  afford  prompt  relief.  He  thought  the 
Senate's  bill,  however,  best  calculated  to  attain 
that  object. 

Mr.  J.  now  explained  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  and  exposed  the  hardships  to  which 
the  petitioners  had  been  subjected,  and  the 
cruel  Injustice  which  had  been  done  them  by 
Congress,  as  he  conceived,  in  withhplding  the 
appropriations  necessary  to  enable  the  Govern- 
ment, on  its  part,  to  fulfil  the  contract  made 
with  the  petitioners.  Farrow,  one  of  the.  peti- 
tioners, and  who  was  most  interested,  and  whom 
he  represented  as  being  at  the  time  of  the  con- 
ti'act  a  gentleman  of  high  respectability,  and 
one  of  the  most  wealthy  citizens  of  Virginia, 
had,  in  consequence  of  this  failure  on  the  part 
of  the  Government,  been  reduced  from  a  state 
of  affluence  and  independence  to  that  of  poverty 
and  want;  and  he  had Aeen  harassed  and  op- 
pressed for  a  considerable  time,  and,  he  be- 
lieved, without  the  least  fault  on  his  part.  He 
referred  to  the  contract.  In  the  month  of  July, 
1818,  Farrow  and  Harris  entered  into  a  con- 
tract with  the  Government  to  construct  on 
Dauphin  Island,  Mobile  Bay,  a  fort  and  other 
public  buildings,  and  engaged  to  be  on  the 
idand  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  December, 
1818,  for  the  purpose  of  commencing  the  works. 
And  it  was  stipulated  between  the  parties  that 
the  United  States  engineer  would  be  on  the 
island  at  the  time  specified,  and  designate  the 
spot  on  which  the  buildings  were  to  be  erected, 
and  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
to  be  executed.  It  appears  Farrow  and  Harris 
arrived  on  the  island  with  their  men,  materials, 
and  implements,  to  a  very  great  amount,  ready 
to  carry  into  effect  their  part  of  the  contract. 
But  the  United  States  engineer,  who  was  to 
designate  the  site  for  the  intended  works,  did 
not  arrive  till  some  time  in  January ;  so  that 
the  contractors,  with  all  their  mechanics,  la- 
borers, and  overseers,  had  to  wait  nearly  two 
months  in  a  state  of  suspense  and  uncertainty, 
and  wore  in  consequence  subjected  to  great  in- 
conveniences, and  sustained  heavy  losses.  Still, 
notwithstanding  this  failure  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  the  contractors  had  commenced. 


and  progressed  rapidly  with  the  works ;  1 
had  surmounted  the  difficulties  that  had 
peded  their  progress;  the  materials  suffic 
for  the  completion  of  the  works  had  been 
tained ;  and  at  the  time  Congress  withheld 
appropriations  which  occasioned  the  prog 
of  the  works  to  be  stopped,  there  was  ei 
reason  to  believe  the  contract  would  soor 
fulfilled,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  C 
emment. 

The  Chief  Engineer,  in  his  report,  sta 
"The  contract  for  fortifications  at  Dauj 
Island  was  in  a  prosperous  condition  at 
time  the  appropriation  was  withheld ;  and,  f 
the  means  applicable  to  its  prosecution, 
shown  in  the  table,  there  is  reason  to  beli 
its  progress  would  have  continued  to  be 
tirely  satisfactory,  and  that  it  would  be  ere( 
within  the  estimate."  And  it  appears  b 
statement  from  the  proper  department,  that 
account  of  $162,877,  advanced  by  the  Gov( 
ment  to  Farrow  and  Harris,  a  credit  of  $48, 
is  allowed,  and  that  the  value  of  the  articles 
hand  applicable  to  the  works  is  set  dowi 
$120,000— making  together  the  sum  of  $168, 
— showing  a  balance  of  $6,647  due  to  Fan 
and  Harris,  independently  of  the  heavy  d 
ages  they  have  sustained  from  the  violatio: 
the  contract  on  the  part  of  the  Governm 
and  for  which  they  are  certainly  entitlec 
compensation. 

Contracts  with  the  United  States  are  g 
emed  by  the  same  principles  as  between  ii 
viduals ;  each  party  being  bound  to  fulfil  v 
they  agree  to  do,  and  the  party  that  faili 
perform  the  agreement  is  liable  to  damages. 

Thus  it  appears,  from  these  statements,  1 
at  the  time  the  progress  of  the  works  ■ 
stopped  by  the  Government,  the  materials 
hand  were  perhaps  equal  to  the  completio: 
the  works  contemplated,  and  the  means  ne 
sary,  in  full  operation,  to  complete  them  i 
short  time,  and  all  the  expenses  incurred, 
which  the  profits  are  predicated.  Notw 
standing  this  view  of  the  subject,  which  he 
lieved  to  be  correct,  the  contoactors  have  b 
prosecuted  by  the  Government,  and  their  pi 
erty  withheld  to  a  large  amount,  and  a  sui 
now  actually  pending  against  them  and  tl 
securities  to  recover  back  the  amount  of 
vances  made  by  tht  Government  on  accoun: 
the  contract ;  after  deducting  the  value,  by 
measurement,  of  so  much  of  the  work  as 
actually  done,  at  the  contract  rates, 
amount  of  the  price  of  this  wori,  added  to 
value  of  the  materials  on  hand,  at  a  fair  va 
tion,  would  be  no  compensation  to  the  ( 
tractors.  By  this  mode  of  settlement,  no  all 
ance  would  be  made  for  the  great  investmi 
of  capital,  or  for  the  labor  and  expenses 
stowed  in  collecting  the  materials,  and  pre] 
ing  for  the  execution  of  the  work ;  nor  w< 
any  allowance  be  made  for  the  losses  and  r 
incident  to  such  an  undertaking,  or  for  s 
materials  as  were  either  paid  or  contracted 
though  not  actually  delivered.    The  profit 


DEBATES  OF  CONGKESS. 


373 


February,  1823.] 


Government  Deposits  m  Banks. 


[Senate. 


be  derived  from  his  contract  could  arise,  not 
from  the  collection  of  the  materials  on  the 
island,  hut  from  putting  the  materials  together 
in  the  construction  of  the  works. 

Mr.  J.  proceeded  to  state,  that  about  80  or 
100  slaves  had  been  purchased  on  account  of 
the  Government,  for  the  purpose  of  executing, 
the  works,  and  were  mortgaged  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  advances  made,  and  are  now  held 
subject  to  the  mortgage.  And  what  is  contem- 
plated to  be  done,  he  asked,  by  the  bill  from 
the  House  of  Eepresentatives?  It  provides  for 
the  sale  of  the  slaves  and  materials  alluded  to, 
for  prompt  payment,  with  the  view  of  giving 
the  contractors  credit  for  the  amount  of  the 
proceeds  of  sales.  It  was  evident,  he  said,  that 
the  property,  if  thus  disposed  of,  would  be  sac- 
rificed. Besides,  the  power  of  Congress  to 
adopt  such  a  step  might  be  questioned.  If  the 
materials  furnished  for  the  fortifications  belong 
to  the  United  States,  they  require  no  law  to 
authorize  the  sale  of  them.  If  they  are  the 
property  of  the  contractors.  Congress  has  no 
right  to  pass  a  law  directing  the  sale  of  them. 
But,  presuming  the  materials  to  belong  to  the 
contractors,  and  admitting  the  power  thus  to 
dispose  of  them,  would  it  be  just  or  politic  to 
exercise  it?  He  thought  not.  The  materials 
are  wanted,  and  may  all  be  employed,  as  he  is 
informed,  in  completing  the  fortifications  now 
building  at  Mobile  Point,  three  miles  from 
Dauphin  Island.  He  was  of  opinion,  therefore, 
that  the  Government  should  be  authorized  to 
receive  them  at  a  fair  estimation,  leaving  the 
question  of  damages  open  for  further  investiga- 
tion. He  was  also  of  opinion  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  directed  by  this  act  to  receive 
the  slaves  in  question  at  the  price  for  which 
they  were  purchased,  or  at  least  to  discharge 
the  mortgage  on  them.  The  gentleman  who 
had  purchased  the  slaves  for  the  Government 
had  not  been  credited  with  the  amount  paid  for 
them,  nor  was  he  permitted  to  use  or  to  dispose 
of  them.  This  seems  to  present  a  case  of  pecu- 
liar hardship,  nor  could  he  reconcile  the  course 
which  had  been  pursued  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
ject with  his  ideas  of  the  principles  of  justice. 

The  bin  under  consideration,  he  said,  requires 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  cause  all  the  facts  of 
the  case  to  be  investigated,  and  to  report  the 
same  to  Congress  at  their  next  session,  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  Congress  to  act  advisedly 
on  the  subject  There  was  one  great  objection 
to  this  plan.  If  adopted,  the  adjustment  of  the 
subjects  in  controversy  will  be  suspended  for 
another  year,  greatly  to  the  injury  of  all  parties 
concerned.  He  would  prefer  to  see  the  biU 
modified,  so  as  to  make  an  immediate  disposition 
of  the  materials  and  slaves  alluded  to,  in  the 
manner  he  had  suggested,  leaving  the  question 
of  damages  to  be  ascertained  as  provided  for  by 
the  bUl.  Nevertheless,  he  preferred  this  biU  to 
the  one  from  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  and 
hoped  it  would  not  be  postponed. 

The  motion  was  rejected,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and  passed. 


Fbidat,  February  28. 
Government  Deposits  in  Banks. 
The  Peesideot  laid  before  the  Senate  a  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  rela- 
tive to  loans  or  deposits  made  by  the  Treasury 
to  banks  from  the  year  1789  to  the  present 
time — rendered  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate;  which  report  was,  on  motion  of 
Ml'.  Eaton,  ordered  to  be  printed.     The  report 

is  as  follows : 

• 

Treasdrt  Departmemt,  Feb.  25,  1823. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  a  resolntion  of  the  Senate,  of 
the  29th  ultimo,  requesting  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  "  to  inform  the  Senate  if  any  loans  of  mo- 
ney to  any  amount,  and  for  what  purpose,  have  been 
made  from  the  Treasury,  to  any  individuals  or  bank- 
ing institutions,  since  the  third  day  of  March,  1789, 
and  whether  such  loans,  so  made,  have  been  repaid, 
or  in  any  manner  adequately  secured,  so  that  the 
Government  will  ultimately  be  satisfactorily  reim- 
bursed," I  have  the  honor  to  submit  copies  of  letters 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  from  the  19th  of 
March,  1792,  to  the  17th  of  July,  1819,  inclusive,  to 
the  officers  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
its  branches,  and  to  the  officers  of  certain  State 
banks,  and  to  other  officers  and  individuals,  which 
contain  the  information  required  by  the  resolution,  as 
far  as  it  can  be  collected  from  the  correspondence  of 
the  department. 

By  reference  to  the  papers  numbered  from  1  to  11, 
inclusive,  it  is  apparent  that  loans  in  fact,  though  not 
in  terms,  were  offered  by  the  Treasury  Department 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  State 
banks  to  which  they  were  directei 

By  the  first  of  these  letters,  dated  the  19th  March, 
1792,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  informed  the 
President  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  that  it 
had  been  represented  to  him  that  an  unusually  large 
sum  of  money  had,  and  would  become  due  to  the 
United  States,  from  importers  in  the  district  of  Phila^ 
deiphia,  in  the  month  of  March,  1792,  and  reminded 
him  that,  in  consequence  of  standing  circular  instruc- 
tions, the  collector  of  the  district  would  receive  from 
the  merchants,  as  cash,  the  post  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  if  not  issued  for  a  longer  period  of 
payment  than  thirty  days,  and  that  he  would  judge 
how  far  it  might  be  convenient  to  make  operations 
payable  in  such  notes,  which  might  not  be  convenient 
if  payable  immediately  in  specie  or  cash  notes.  On 
the  29th  of  the  same  month,  a  letter  was  addressed, 
by  the  same  officer,  to  the  President  of  the  Bank  of 
Maryland,  stating  that  it  has  been  intimated  to  him 
that  considerable  sums  of  duties  had  become  due,  or 
were  to  fall  due,  in  Baltimore,  in  the  course  of  the 
month,  and  that  it  was  at  all  times  his  wish  to  give 
to  the  merchants  as  much  faciUty  as  the  public  busi- 
ness would  admit;  that  he  had,  therefore,  deter- 
mined, if  he  should  incline  to  make  discounts  for  the 
importers,  to  enable  them  to  pay  the  duties  due  on 
or  before  the  15th  of  April  thereafter,  he  would  leave 
a  sum  of  money  equal  thereto,  in  his  hands,  for  sixty 
days  after  the  dates  of  the  notes. 

By  his  letters  of  the  10th  of  April,  1792,  the  presi- 
dents of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  of  the 
Bank  of  Maryland  were  informed  that  circumstances 
within  his  knowledge  induced  biTn  to  state  that  the 
operation,  suggested  in  his  letter  of  the  29th  of 
March,  continued  to  be  desirable  in  relation  to  those 
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who  have  payments  to  make  at  the  custom-house,  in 
the  oom-se  of  that  month.  By  his  letter  of  the  8th  of 
December,  1792,  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  informed  that  the  Secretary  had  no 
objection  that  notes  in  which  the  Government  was  in- 
terested should  be  renewed  for  thirty  days  in  all  cases 
where  it  could  be  done  with  perfect  safety  to  the  pub- 
lic. By  the  letter  of  the  Secretary,  of  the  —  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1793,  the  presidents  of  theoiEoes  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  at  New  York  and  Baltimore 
were  informed  that  an  arrangement  had  been  made 
with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  merchants  of  Philadelphia,  whose 
bonds  for  duties  were  to  become  payable  between  that 
date  and  the  last  day  of  the  ensuing  month,  by  which 
the  bank  would  discount  the  notes  of  such  merchants 
as  were  indebted  to  the  custom-house,  for  thirty  days, 
for  the  respective  sums  that  should  become  payable ; 
the  bank  to  receive  those  notes  from  the  collector  as 
cash,  to  be  drawn  for  only  by  the  collector.  The 
president  of  the  ofBce  was  informed  that,  if  a  similar 
an'angement  appeared  to  him  to  be  requisite  to  the 
accommodation  of  the  merchants  of  New  York,  he 
would  not  draw  for  the  sums  that  had  relation  to 
the  transaction,  until  about  the  middle  of  May  there- 
after. On  the  5th  of  March,  1793,  a  similar  letter 
was  addressed  to  the  presidents  of  the  offices  of  dis- 
count and  deposit  at  Boston  and  Providence.  His 
letters  of  the  5th  of  April,  1793,  and  the  16th  of 
February,  1797,  marked  10,  11,  have  the  same  ob- 
ject in  view ;  that  is  to  say,  they  offer,  as  induce- 
ments to  the  banks  to  discount  the  notes  of  persons 
indebted  upon  duty  bonds,  that  the  amount  of  such 
bonds  shall  not  be  di-awn  from  the  banks  until  the 
notes  discounted  were  payable,  or  that  post  notes 
shall  be  receivable  by  the  collector  in  discharge  of 
such  bonds. 

The  latter  of  these  letters  relates  to  the  case  of  an 
individual,  in  whose  favor  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury submits  to  the  consideration  of  the  bank,  whether 
an  accommodation  could  not  be  granted  to  him,  on 
condition  that  the  sum  discounted  should  be  paid  in 
a  post  note,  to  be  deposited  with  the  collector  of  the 
customs.  This  representation  was  made  in  conse- 
quence of  .the  individual's  being  unable  to  obtain  a 
credit  at  the  custom-house  on  a  cargo  of  coffee,  be- 
cause he  had  duty  bonds  to  a  considerable  amount 
then  due.  It  appears,  from  the  letter  of  the  23d  of 
February,  1793,  already  referred  to,  that  arrange- 
ments of  that  nature  were  made,  verbally,  with  the 
bank,  as  the  arrangement  referred  to  in  that  letter  is 
not  of  record  in  the  office. 

The  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  and  the  banks,  generally,  does  not  show 
upon  what  account  the  deposits  in  those  banks  were 
made.  The  letters  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasurer 
are  still  more  general,  simply  directing  the  deposit. 

The  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  with  the  banks,  an- 
terior to  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  1811,  have  not 
been  preserved ;  no  inference,  therefore,  can  be 
drawn,  from  the  state  of  the  accounts,  as  to  the  object 
or  purpose  for  which  any  deposit  was  made,  previous- 
ly to  that  date.  From  the  accounts  with  the  banks, 
from  that  period,  it  appears  that  many  deposits  were 
made  by  transferring  public  money  from  one  bank  to 
another,  when  the  amount  in  the  bank  to  which  the 
transfer  was  made  was  much  more  than  sufficient  to 
meet  the  drafts  drawn  upon  it.  Although  the  infer- 
ences which  may  be  drawn  from  the  state  of  the  ac- 
counts between  the  Treasurer  and  a  bank  in  which 


deposits  are  made,  apparently  not  required  f( 
public  expenditure,  cannot  be  considered  as  ci 
sive  evidence  that  such  deposits  were  made  to  s 
the  bank  against  a  run,  or  press  upon  it,  or  to 
its  operations;  yet  the  presumption  is  suffic 
strong  to  make  it  proper  to  present  a  few  of 
cases.  On  the  6th  of  March,  1812,  a  drai 
drawn  for  $50,000,  in  favor  of  the  Mechanics 
of  New  York,  upon  the  State  Bank  at  Charl 
and  on  the  7th  of  May,  for  $80,000.  On  the 
March,  there  was  on  deposit,  in  the  former 
$432,000,  which  was  not  reduced  below  $31 
during  the  remainder  of  the  month ;  and  on  th 
of  May,  the  deposit  was  ^133,000,  which  sui 
not  diminished  during  the  month ;  and  at  the  e 
the  quarter  it  had  increased  to  $224,000.  ' 
were  drawn  and  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  Penns 
nja  the  following  drafts,  viz :  12th  March,  1812, 
the  Union  Bank  of  Boston,  $50,000 ;  6th  July, 
the  State  Bank  of  Boston,  $49,000 ;  in  Octol 
the  same  year,  upon  the  Bank  of  Baltimore,  $200 
and  upon  the  Manhattan  Company,  $100,000, 
the  date  of  the  first  draft,  there  was  standing  t 
credit  of  the  Treasurer,  on  the  books  of  the  ' 
$133,000,  which  was  not  diminished  durinj 
month ;  and  at  its  close,  amounted  to  $294,000 
the  date  of  the  second,  the  deposit  amount 
$164,000,  which  continued  increasing,  and  amot 
on  the  17th  August,  to  $403,000 ;  and  at  the  ( 
the  quarter,  to  $636,000.  On  the  6th  of  Oe 
the  date  of  the  first  draft,  in  that  month,  it  am 
ed  to  $465,000,  and  at  the  close  of  the  mon 
$593,000.  The  records  of  the  office  afford  n 
planation  of  the  reasons  which  induced  the  Seci 
of  the  Treasury  to  make  these  transfers ;  and  ; 
others,  of  a  similar  nature,  were  made  from  tii 
time.  But  on  the  4th  of  March,  1814,  the  Casl 
the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  by  letter  of  that  dat 
formed  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  the 
and  unprecedented  demand  upon  that  institutio 
specie,  principally  from  the  eastward,  induced  h 
request  that,  if  consistent  with  the  interests  o 
Government,  he  would  give  him  drafts  either  on 
York  or  Boston,  to  an  amount  that  would  count 
those  demands,  stating  that  the  amount  of  spec 
the  vaults  but  Ettle  exceeded  $200,000,  and  ths 
demands  of  the  bank  upon  those  to  the  southwE 
Philadelphia,  if  called  for,  might  put  them  to  se 
inconvenience.  Upon  this  representation,  a 
was,  on  the  8th  of  the  month,  drawn  by  the  T 
urer,  in  favor  of  the  bank,  for  $150,000,  upoi 
Bank  of  New  York.  Upon  the  28th  of  Feb] 
preceding  this  transaction,  there  was  in  the  ba 
deposit  of  $755,000,  and  on  the  31st  of  M 
$799,000.  By  reference  to  the  letter  of  the  Pros 
of  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  which  accompanies 
report,  it  appears  that,  on  the  29th  of  October,  : 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made  a  deposit  in 
bank  of  $50,000,  to  enable  it  to  sustain  itself  ag 
a  run  which  was  then  making  upon  it,  and  that 
sums  were  subsequently  deposited  in  that  ban 
the  department,  to  aid  in  its  operations.  In  th 
ter  of  the  acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  o 
27th  May,  1813,  to  Stephen  Girard,  he  is  info 
that  "  the  arrangement  made  by  Mr.  Gallatin, 
tive  to  the  deposit  of  the  public  moneys  drawn 
your  bank,  in  favor  of  the  public  agents,  w 
shield  you  against  the  attacks  of  the  incorpc 
banks,  to  whom  such  money  would  otherwise 
been  transferred ;  and  the  magnitude  of  your 
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tract  might  thus  have  been  rendered  highly  prejudi- 
cial to  your  institution.  It  is  the  particular  province, 
and  it  has  heen  the  practice,  of  the  Department  of 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  to  direct  the  mon- 
eyed operations  of  the  public,  to  the  preservation  of 
credit,  by  maintaining  the  equilibrium  between  the 
moneyed  institutions  of  the  country ;  and  as  it  has 
protected  your  institution,  by  the  arrangement  alluded 
to,  so  it  will  guard  those  institutions  against  any  un- 
due pressure  which  the  public  funds  in  your  vaults 
may  enable  you  to  direct  against  them.  I  am  in- 
formed that  you  have  made  some  very  heavy  and 
unnecessary  drafts  of  specie  from  several  banks,  and 
particularly  from  the  Pennsylvania  and  Farmers  and 
Mechanics  Banks,  with  indications  of  a  disposition  to 
persevere,  which  has  excited  considerable  apprehen- 
sion. I  therefore  deem  it  necessary  to  inform  you, 
that  a  continuance  of  that  system  will  induce  the 
prompt  application  of  a  specific  remedy." 

From  my  personal  intercourse  with  Mr.  Gallatin,  I 
know  he  entertained  the  sentiments  communicated  in 
this  letter,  and  I  presume  they  have  been  entertained 
by  all  of  his  predecessors  and  successors  in  oflSce,  and 
acted  upon  whenever  cases  occurred  which  rendered 
it  necessary. 

When  1  entered  upon  the  duties  of  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  on  the  22d  of  October,  1816,  the  banks  in 
all  the  States,  except  those  in  Massachusetts,  had 
suspended  specie  payments.  My  immediate  prede- 
cessor in  office  had  made  an  ineffectual  attempt,  in 
the  course  of  that  year,  to  induce  them  to  commence 
specie  payments,  by  discharging,  in  specie,  all  notes 
not  exceeding  five  dollars.  By  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  it  was  to  go  into  operation 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1817,  It  was,  after  mature 
deliberation,  determined  that  another  eifort  should 
he  made  by  the  Treasury  Department,  to  induce  the 
State  banks  to  aid  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in 
restoring  the  currency  to  a  sound  state.  There  was 
then  in  the  Treasury  more  than  eleven  millions  of 
dollars,  deposited  in  the  State  banks,  and  the  esti- 
mate of  receipts  for  the  year  1817,  considerably  ex- 
ceeded that  of  the  expenditure  for  the  year.  It  was, 
therefore,  proposed  by  the  Department,  that  no  part 
of  the  sums  then  in  the  State  banks  should  be  drawn 
from  them  before  the  1st  of  July,  unless  the  receipts 
should  not  be  equal  to  the  expenditure — an  event 
which  there  was  no  reason  to  apprehend — and  that, 
after  that  time,  it  should  be  gradually  drawn,  as  the 
public  service  should  require,  but  in  no  case  were 
drafts  to  be  drawn  in  favor  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  unless  it  should  become  necessary  to  protect 
it  against  the  State  banks.  This  advantageous  pro- 
position was  declined  without  hesitation.  The  banks 
in  the  principal  Atlantic  cities,  however,  entered  into 
an  arrangement  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
by  which  they  engaged  to  resume  specie  payments, 
and,  in  the  course  of  the  year  1817,  the  resumption, 
with  but  few  exceptions,  became  general  throughout 
the  Union.  Towards  the  close  of  the  year  1818,  some 
of  the  banks  in  the  Western  States  stopped  payment. 
The  sudden  fall  in  the  price  of  all  domestic  articles, 
which  occurred  about  the  same  period,  created  a 
general  pressure  upon  the  banks.  In  the  winter  and 
spring  of  1819,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  enlightened  ofiicer  who  presided 
over  its  direction,  in  a  great  degree  indebted  for  the 
preservation  of  its  credit  to  the  forbearance  of  its 
creditors,  and  to  the  support  which  it  received  from 
the  Treasury  Department.     Such  were  my  impres- 


sions of  its  critical  state,  that  I  felt  it  my  duty  to 
accept  propositions  made  by  the  Board  of  Directors, 
which,  under  other  circumstances,  would  have  been 
declined. 

During  this  general  pressure,  the  banks  in  this  Dis- 
trict, which,  upon  the  establishment  of  the  ofSce  of 
discount  and  deposit  in  the  city,  had  not  taken  ad- 
vantage of  that  event  to  reduce  their  circulations,  by 
contracting'  their  discounts,  were  pressed  by  continual 
and  increasing  demands  for  specie  from  the  eastward, 
and  by  the  return  of  their  notes  upon  them  from  the 
western  parts  of  Virginia,  where  certain'  banks,  char- 
tered by  that  State,  had*tommenced,  or  were  prepar- 
ing to  commence  business.  Pressed  thus  on  both 
sides,  their  means  of  meeting  the  demands  made 
upon  them,  and  of  preserving  their  credit,  were  be- 
lieved to  be  insufficient.  In  this  critical  situation, 
several  of  them  applied,  personally,  by  their  directors, 
to  the  Department,  to  ascertain  whether,  in  case  of 
great  emergency,  they  would  receive  any  support. 
Considering  this  crisis  as  highly  important  to  the 
nation,  and  believing  that  a  failure  of  one  or  more 
of  those  banks  would  produce  a  general  run  upon  all, 
of  a  different  nature  from  that  which  was  then  press- 
ing upon  them,  assurances  were  given  that  a  reason- 
able support  might  be  relied  upon. 

In  consequence  of  this  assurance,  deposits  were, 
from  time  to  time,  made  in  'the  Union  Bank  of  Alex- 
andria, the  Mechanics  Bank,  and  the  Franklin  Bank, 
of  the  same  place  ;  in  the  Union  and  Central  Banks 
of  Georgetown ;  in  the  Bank  of  Washington,  and  in 
the  Patriotic  Bank.  All  these  sums  have  been  re- 
paid, except  the  sum  of  $48,000,  deposited  in  the 
Franklin  Bank  of  Alexandria.  The  whole  of  the 
funds  of  that  bank  have  been  assigned  to  the  United 
States,  and  legal  measures  have  been  adopted  by  the 
Attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  recovery  of  the 
amount  from  the  debtors  of  the  bank.  The  letter  of 
that  officer,  which  is  herewith  communicated,  shows 
that  there  is  no  danger  of  any  loss  to  the  United 
States.  Copies  of  the  letters  to  the  Treasurer,  direct- 
ing the  deposits  to  be  made  in  that  bank  to  his  credit, 
are  also  communicated.  These  deposits  were  made 
upon  the  representations  of  General  Thompson  Ma- 
son, then  collector  of  the  district  of  Alexandria,  and 
of  John  T.  Kicketts,  Esq.,  who  were  both  men  of 
great  respectability,  and  considerable  stocldiolders  in 
the  bank.  W.  T.  Swann,  Esq.,  a  man  of  the  fairest 
character,  and  of  considerable  property,  was  then  the 
President  of  the  Bank.  No  doubt  was  entertained  of 
the  integrity  with  which  the  bank  was  administered, 
and  of  its  capacity,  if  aided  for  a  short  time,  of  pre- 
serving its  credit,  and  of  meeting  the  drafts  of  the 
Treasurer  for  the  amount  deposited  by  him  to  his 
credit.  This  anticipation,  it  is  believed,  would  have 
been  realized,  had  not  the  notes  of  the  bank  been  so 
successfully  counterfeited  as  to  have  imposed  upon  its 
officers  to  a  considerable  amount.  The  same  misfor- 
tune befell  the  Central  Bank  of  Georgetown.  In  the 
month  of  May  of  the  same  year,  when  the  cashier  of 
the  Bank  of  Columbia  was  about  to  set  out  on  his 
journey  through  the  interior  of  the  States  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland,  and  Ohio,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
manding payment  of  the  special  deposit  which  had 
been  transferred  to  that  bank,  he  represented  to  the 
Department  that  he  should  be  at  very  considerable 
expense,  and  that,  during  his  absence,  there  might 
be  a  press  made  upon  the  bank,  and  therefore  re- 
quested that  a  deposit  of  forty-five  thousand  dollars 
might  be  made  in  the  bank,  to  the  credit  of  the 
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Treasurer.  As  no  charge  was  to  be  made  for  the  ex- 
pense and  risk  which  was  incurred,  in  carrying  a 
large  amount  of  bank  notes  through  the  country,  the 
request  was  considered  reasonable,  and  the  deposit 
was  accordingly  made.  This  bank  has  never  ceased 
to  pay  its  notes  in  specie,  on  demand. 

These  are  all  the  transactions  with  banks  which 
are  believed  to  be  within  the  intent  or  terms  of  the 
resolution,  except  certain  transactions  with  the  banks 
in  this  district,  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1817, 
which  were  specifically  reported  to  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress,  on  the  10th  of  December,  1817,  and  printed 
among  the  public  documents  of  that  session.  In  that 
report,_  it  is  stated  that  a  deposit  of  $75,000  had  been 
made  in  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics  Bank  of  George- 
town, to  sustain  it  in  its  operations,  immediately  after 
resuming  specie  payments.  The  principle  and  prac- 
tice of  the  Treasury  in  sustaining  the  credit  of  banks, 
disposed  to  act  correctly,  was,  in  this  communication, 
frankly  disclosed  to  Congress,  when  not  the  slightest 
symptom  of  dissatisfaction  was  manifested,  or  the 
right  or  propriety  of  the  practice  called,  directly  or 
indirectly,  in  question. 

It  is  presumed  that  it  has  not  been  the  practice  of 
the  Department  to  lend  the  public  money  to  individ- 
uals. By  reference  to  letters  numbered  from  12  to 
16,  inclusive,  it  will  be  found  that  public  money  has 
been  advanced  to  individuals,  which,  however,  have 
that  appearance ;  but  it  is  possible  that  those  transac- 
tions may  admit  of  explanations,  which  may  take 
from  them  that  character.  From  Nos.  14,  15,  it  ap- 
pears that  considerable  sums  were,  in  1798,  advanced 
to  Lane  &  Salter,  and  others,  to  enable  them  to  erect 
the  necessary  machinery  for  making  cannon,  when 
no  contract  for  that  object  had  been  made.  The  only 
case  which  has  occurred  since  I  took  charge  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  which  can  have  given  rise  to 
that  part  of  the  resolution,  is  one  connected  with  the 
public  money  deposited  by  the  Receiver  at  Cincin- 
nati, in  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics  Bank  of  that 
place. 

That  bank,  a  short  time  after  the  date  of  its  agree- 
ment with  the  Department,  in  1819,  stopped  pay- 
ment, and  has  not,  when  called  upon,  offered  any 
explanations,  or  given  any  reply,  to  the  several  let- 
ters addressed  to  it  by  the  Department.  When,  in 
the  course  of  that  year,  Mr.  Whann  visited  Cincin- 
nati, as  the  agent  of  the  Treasury,  to  convert  the 
special  deposit  into  current  notes  or  specie,  or  to  ob- 
tain acknowledgments  that  should  bear  interest, 
he  reported  that  all  the  banks  upon  which  he  had 
called,  with  the  exception  of  the  Farmers  and  Me- 
chanics, had  shown  a  disposition  to  act  fairly — had 
exposed  to  him  the  state  of  their  affairs,  and  given 
him  such  explanations  as  were  satisfactory;  but  that 
the  officers  of  that  bank  had  refused  to  expose  the 
state  of  its  affairs,  or  give  explanations  of  any  kind. 
It  also  refused  to  give  any  receipt  or  acknowledgment 
of  the  amount  which  had  been  deposited  in  it.  No 
return  has  yet  been  made  by  the  bank  to  the  Treas- 
urer, or  to  his  office,  stating  the  amount  in  its  pos- 
session. These  circumstances  had  produced  a  most 
unfavorable  impression,  not  only  as  to  the  integrity 
with  which  the  bank  was  directed,  but  also  as  to  its 
solvency.  In  the  spring  of  1820,  Colonel  Johnson, 
of  the  Senate,  as  the  agent  of  his  brother,  applied  to 
the  Department  to  ascertain  whether,  upon  his  trans- 
ferring notes  to  the  United  States,  upon  persons  in 
good  credit,  in  this  place,  a  credit  would  be  given  to 


his  brother  for  the  amount  with  the  Farmeri 
Mechanics  Bank.  Believing,  as  I  did,  from  tl 
cumstances  which  have  been  stated,  that  the  del 
by  the  bank  was  not  safe,  and  that  notes  upon  S( 
persons  in  this  place  afforded  a  more  certain  pre 
of  receiving  payment  than  from  the  bank,  the 
was  accepted,  and  notes,  to  the  amount  of  $30,58 
a  considerable  proportion  of  which  were  securi 
mortgage,  were  deposited  in  the  branch  of  the  I] 
States  Bank  in  this  place,  and  a  credit  for  the  an 
given  to  Colonel  Johnson  with  the  bank  at  Ci 
nati.  The  transaction,  however,  was  never  c( 
ered  as  a  loan  of  money.  It  was,  in  fact,  chai 
one  debt  for  another,  and  receiving,  as  it  waS 
and  is  still  believed,  a  better  security  for  it  than 
was  given  in  exchange.  Subsequent  reflection, 
ever,  upon  the  subject,  excited  doubts  whethe: 
responsibility  of  changing  the  nature  of  any  del 
to  the  United  States,  except  by  taking  collate] 
additional  security,  ought  to  be  incurred  by  th( 
partment.  An  application  of  a  similar  kind, : 
subsequently,  by  the  same  gentleman,  was  ao 
ingly  decUned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

W.  H.  CRAWFOE 
Hon.  John  Gaillabd, 

President,  pro  tern...  of  the  Smote. 


Satuedat,  Maxch  1. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Eepresentai 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Honse  adhei 
their  amendment  to  the  resolution  directing 
printing  of  the  Journal  of  Congress,  from 
5th  day  of  Septemher,  1774,  to  the  3d  d£ 
November,  1786. 

[This  being  the  last  day  of  the  session 
one,  and  the  joint  rule  of  Congress  forbidi 
that  any  bill  shall  be  presented  to  the  Presi 
of  the  United  States,  for  his  approbation, 
the  last  day,  the  Senate  continued  in  ses 
until  near  three  o'clock  in  the  morning, . 
sidering  the  remaining  bills  from  the  o 
House ;  and  in  reading  the  third  time  and  f 
ing  those  biUs  which  had  previously,  yestei 
and  to-day,  been  ordered  to  a  third  reading 


Monday,  March  3. 

Having  received  official  information  that 
President  of  the  United  States  had  appro 
the  several  bills  presented  for  his  signature, 

The  Senate  appointed  Mr.  Maoon  and 
KrfTG,  of  New  York,   to  give  the  custon 
notice  to  the  President  of  the  United  Sta 
that  they  had  completed  all  the  legislative  1 
iness  before  them,  and  were  ready  to  adjoui 

The  Senate  then  went  into  the  oonsidera 
of  Executive  business,  and  continued  so  oi 
pied  until  half  past  3  o'clock :  when  they 
joumed  to  6  o'clock,  P.  M. 

At  six  o'clock  the  Senate  resmned  its  sess 
and  continued  with  closed  doors  (delibera 
on  Executive  nominations,  it  was  understc 
until  a  late  hour ;  when  the  Senate  adioui 
sine  die. 
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THE    HOUSE    OP    REPRESENTATIVES. 


Monday,  December  2, 1822. 

At  12  o'clock,  precisely,  the  Speaker,  (Mr.  P. 
P.  Bakbotjb,  of  Virginia,)  took  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Samubl  Buech,  principal  clerk  in  the 
office  of  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Eepresehtativea, 
called  over  the  roU  of  members,  when  it  ap- 
peared that  the  following  members  were  pres- 
ent, viz : 

From  Maine — Joshua  Cushman,  Joseph  Dane, 
Ebenezer  Herrick,  Mark  L.  Hill,  Enooh  Lincoln,  and 
WiUiam  D.  "Williamson. 

From  New  Hampshire — Josiah  Butler,  Matthew 
Harvey,  Aaron  Matson,  William  Plumer,  jr.,  Na- 
thaniel Upham,  and  Thomas  Whipple,  jr. 

From  Massachusetts — Samuel  C.  AUen,  Francis 
Baylies,  Lewis  Bigelow,  Henry  W.  Dwight,  William 
Eustis,  Timothy  Fuller,  Benjamin  Gorham,  Aaron 
Hobart,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  John  Reed,  and  Jonathan 
Bussell. 

From  Rhode  Island — Job  Durfee,  and  Samuel 
Eddy. 

From  Connectiovt — ^Noyes  Barber,  Henry  W.  Ed- 
wards, John  Euss,  Ansel  Sterling,  Ebenezer  Stod- 
dard, and  Gideon  Tomlinson. 

From  Vermont — Samuel  C.  Crafts,  Elias  Keys, 
Kollin  C.  Mallary,  John  Mattocks,  and  Phineas 
White. 

From  New  Tori: — Churchill  C.  Cambreleng,  Sam- 
uel Campbell,  Alfred  Conkling,  John  D.  Dickinson, 
John  Gebhard,  James  Hawks,  Thomas  H.  Hubbard, 
Joseph  Kirkland,  Elisha  Litchfield,  Richard  McCarty, 
Walter  Patterson,  Jeremiah  H.  Pierson,  Nathaniel 
Pitcher,  WUliam  B.  Rochester,  Charles  H.  Euggles, 
Cadwaliader  D.  Golden,  Micah  Sterling,  John  W. 
Taylor,  Albert  H.  Tracy,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer, 
William  W.  Van  Wyck,  Reuben  H.  Walworth,  Silas 
Wood,  and  David  Woodcock. 

From  New  Jersey — Ephraim  Bateman,  George 
Cassedy,  Lewis  Condict,  George  Holcombe,  James 
Matlack,  and  Samuel  Swan. 

From  Pennsylvania — John  Brown,  William  Dar- 
lington, George  Denison,  Samuel  Edwards,  Patrick 
FaneUy,  John  Findlay,  Samuel  Gross,  Joseph  Hemp- 
hill, James  McSheny,  James  S.  Mitchell,  Thomas 
Murray,  jr.,  Thomas  Patterson,  John  Phillips,  George 
Plumer,  Thomas  J.  Rogers,  and  John  Tod. 

From  Delaware — Louis  McLane. 

From  Maryland — Philip  Reed,  Joseph  Kent,  Peter 


Little,  John  Nelson,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  R.  War- 
field,  and  Robert  Wright. 

From  Virginia — Mark  Alexander,  WilKam  S. 
Archer,  BurweU  Bassett,  Robert  S.  Garnett,  Edward 
B.  Jackson,  James  Jones,  William  McCoy,  Charles 
F.  Mercer,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Ran- 
dolph, Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  Andrew  Ste- 
venson, George  Tucker,  and  Jared  Williams. 

From  North  Carolina — WiUiam  S.  Blaokledge, 
Hutohins  G.  Burton,  Henry  Conner,  Welden  N.  Ed- 
wards, Thomas  H.  Hall,  Charles  Hooks,  John  Long, 
Archibald  McNeil,  Romulus  M.  Saunders,  Felix 
Walker,  and  Lewis  WiUiams. 

From  South  Carolina — Joseph  Gist,  Thomas  R. 
Mitchell,  Starling  Tucker,  and  John  Wilson. 

From  Georgia— ioA  Abbot,  George  E.  Gilmer, 
Edward  F.  TatnaU,  and  Wiley  Thompson. 

From  Kentuclcy — James  D.  Breckenridge,  Ben- 
jamin Hardin,  Francis  Johnson,  John  T.  Johnson, 
Thomas  Metcalfe,  Thomas  Montgomery,  Anthony 
New,  David  Trimble,  and  Samuel  H.  Woodson. 

From  Tennessee. — Robert  Alien,  Newton  Caimon, 
John  Cocke,  Francis  Jones,  and  John  Rhea. 

From  Ohio — Levi  Barber,  David  Chambers,  Thos. 
E.  Ross,  John  Sloane,  and  Joseph  Vance. 

From  Louisiana — Josiah  Stoddard  Johnston. 

From  Mississippi — Christopher  Rankin. 

From  Illinois — Daniel  P.  Cook. 

From  Alabama — Gabriel  Moore. 

From  Missouri — John  Scott. 

The  following  new  members  appeared,  to 
wit: 

From  Maine — Mark  Harris,  in  the  room  of  Ezekiel 
Whitman,  resigned. 

From  Pennsylvania — Walter  Forward,  in  the  room 
of  Henry  Baldwin,  resigned ;  and  Thomas  Forrest,  in 
the  room  of  WilKam  Milnor,  resigned. 

From  Delaware — Daniel  Rodney,  in  the  room  of 
Csesar  A.  Rodney,  resigned. 

From  Virginia— James  Stephenson,  in  the  room 
of  Thomas  Van  Swearingen,  deceased;  and 

From  Indiana — Jonathan  Jennings,  in  the  room 
of  Waiiam  Hendricks,  resigned— 

Who  severally  produced  their  credentials, 
were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Jambs  Woodson  Bates,  the  Delegate  from 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  also  appeared  and 
took  his  seat. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatloe,  of  New  York,  a 
message  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Senate, 
informing  that  body  that  a  quorum  of  this 
House  was  formed,  and  was  ready  to  proceed  to 
business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatloe,  also,  it  was  or- 
dered, that  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  act 
jointly  with  such  committee  as  may  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  inform  him  that  the 
two  Houses  were  in  session,  and  ready  to  re- 
ceive any  communication  which  he  might  have 
to  make  to  them. 

Balloting  for  Clerk. 

After  receiving  a  message  from  the  Senate, 
by  their  Secretai-y,  that  they  had  formed  a 
quorum — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatloe,  it  was  ordered, 
that  the  House  do  now  proceed  to  the  election 
of  a  Clerk,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by 
the  death  of  Thomas  Dougherty,  Esquire,  late 
Olerk  of  this  House. 

This  being  an  oflBce  to  which  persons  other 
than  members  of  the  House  may  be  elected, 
nominations  of  candidates  are,  by  the  rules  of 
the  House,  required  previous  to  election ;  and 
twenty  persons  were  nominated  as  candidates 
for  the  office. 

[Six  ballotings  were  had  without  a  majority  for 
any  one.] 

TuESDAT,  December  3. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  From  Con- 
necticut, Dahibl  Bueeows  ;  from  New  York, 
Chaeles  Boeland,  jr.,  and  John  J.  Moegan  ; 
from  Maryland,  Raphael  Nbalb  ;  from  Vir- 
ginia, William  Smith,  John  Floyd,  and  Tho- 
mas L.  MooEB ;  from  Kentucky,  John  Speed 
Smith;  and  from  Ohio,  John  W.  Campbell, 
appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

The  Speakee  also  laid  before  the  House  a 
letter  from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, enclosing  authentic  returns  of  the 
election  of  Thomas  Foeeest,  Samdel  D.  Ino- 
HAM,  and  "Waltee  Foewaed,  to  serve  in  this 
House  as  Representatives  of  that  State  in  the 
room  of  William  Milnor,  Samuel  Moore,  and 
Henry  Baldwin,  who  have  resigned ;  which 
letter  and. returns  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Peesident 
OF  the  United  States,  which  was  read,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  and  five  thousand  copies 
thereof,  with  the  accompanying  documents,  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members 
of  this  House. 

[For  this  Message,  see  Senate  proceedings, 
ante  page  848.] 

Election  of  Olerh. 
The  House  then  proceeded  to  ballot  (the  7th 
time)  for  a  person  to  fill  the  vacancy  of  Clerk  of 


the  House,  in  the  place  of  the  late 
Dougherty,  Esq. 
The  eleventh  ballot  gave — 
For  Matthew  St.  Clair  Clarke,   . 
For  Robert  Temple, 

Scattering, 

So  Matthew  St.  Claib  Olaekb,  h 
majority  of  all  the  votes,  was  declared 
Speakee   to   be  duly  elected  Clerk 
House. 

Mr.  Claeke  accordingly  attended,  a 
sworn  into  office. 


Wednesday,  December  4. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Nortl 
lina,  JosiAH  Oeudtjp,  appeared,  and  t( 
seat. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  from  Soutl 
lina,  Andeew  R.  Govan,  elected  to  sup 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of 
Overstreet,  appeared,  produced  his  cred 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 


TmnisDAT,  December  5. 
Another  member,   to  wit,    from    P 
vania,  Andeew  Stbwaet,  appeared,  an 

his  seat. 

CUaim  of  Beaumarehais. 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson,  of  Virginia,  called 
tention  of  the  House  to  a  communicatio] 
at  a  late  period  of  the  last  session  of  Co 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
mitting  to  the  House  the  correspondence 
had  taken  place  between  the  French  G 
ment  and  the  United  States  relative 
claim  of  the  heirs  of  Beaumarehais.  Th 
ject  had  then  been  referred  to  a  select  cc 
tee,  which  did  not  report  upon  it.  B 
moved  that  the  subject  be  again  referre( 
select  committee. 

Mr.  CoNDioT  suggested  that  the  better 
would  be  to  refer  the  subject  to  the.  Com 
of  Claims  for  investigation,  and  made  a  i 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  saii 
this  claim  difiered  from  ordinary  claims 
(the  evidence  in  support  of  it  being  so  vol 
ous,  and  the  questions  it  embraced  of 
magnitude  and  difficulty)  that  it  ought  ] 
take  the  course  of  common  cases  of  clain 
should  be  referred  to  a  select  committee 
intimated,  farther,  that  no  committee 
properly  examine  the  questions  involved  i 
claim,  without  devoting  nearly  the  who! 
sion  to  it. 

Mr.  Stevenson  further  supported  the 
enoe  to  a  select  committee  in  preference 
standing  committee ;  when — 

The  question  on  referring  it  to  the  Co 
tee  of  Claims  was  taken,  and  decided  i 
negative.  And  the  subject  was  referret 
select  committee  of  five  members ;  an 
Andrew   Stevenson,  Mr.  OAiiBEBLENG 
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Feanois  Johnson,  Mr.  Dwight,  and  Mr.  Hol- 
coMBE,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Election  of  Chaplain. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  the  choice 
of  two  Chaplains — one  for  each  House — ^having 
been  received,  was  taken  up,  and  concurred  in. 
And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bateman,  the  House 
proceeded  to  make  a  choice  by  ballot  of  a 
Ohaplaia  on  its  part. 

And  the  Eev.  Mr.  Bebckbneidgb,  of  Ken- 
tucky, was  elected  Chaplain  on  the  part  of  this 
House. 


Fbidat,  December  6. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Virginia,  Ja- 
BEZ  Leftwioh,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  from  Pennsylvania, 
Samuel  D.  Ingham,  elected  to  supply  the  va- 
cancy occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Samuel 
Moore,  also  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat. 

Solomon  Sibley,  the  Delegate  from  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan,  also  appeared,  and  took  his 
seat. 


Monday,  December  9. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Massachusetts, 
Samuel  Lathbop,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Disbursement  of  Public  Moneys. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bassett,  the  House  then 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill,  reported  at  the  last  session,  "  con- 
cerning the  disbursement  of  public  moneys." 

The  bill  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Bassett,  as  a  member  of  the  committee 
•which  prepared  this  biU,  stated  the  general 
views  on  which  it  was  founded.  This  bill,  he 
said,  had  been  drawn  with  a  great  degree  of 
caution,  so  as,  by  embracing  all  cases  in  which 
advances  could  be  necessary,  to  take  away  any 
possible  objection  which  could  be  made  against 
it;  and  it  had  afterwards  been  submitted  to 
the  Treasury  Department  to  undergo  any  alter- 
ations which  it  might  appear  to  require.  The 
jeopardizing  of  the  public  money  was  of  that 
character,  Mr.  B.  said,  and  the  consequent  waste 
of  it  so  enormous,  that  it  was  time  for  this 
House  to  look  into  it.  At  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  a  catalogue  of  defalcations  had  been 
presented,  which  astonished  everybody,  em- 
bracing a  range,  the  extent  of  which  could 
hardly  have  been  conceived.  Mr.  B.  recalled 
the  attention  of  the  House  also  to  one  or  two 
facts  stated  in  the  President's  Message.  The 
fact  was  there  disclosed,  that,  at  one  time,  ac- 
counts for  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars  ad- 
vanced for  different  objects  remained  unsettled. 
Such  an  amount,  dependent  on  the  personal 
responsibility  of  individuals,  at  once  tells  us 
how  careful  Congress  ought  to  be  in  trusting 
so  great  an  interest  in  the  hands  of  public 
agents.  If  it  had  been  found  that  this  great 
trust  had  been  confided  to  them  without  injury 


to  the  public  interest,  legislation  on  the  subject 
might  be  less  necessary ;  but  such  was  not  the 
fact.  At  the  last  session,  the  House  was  pre- 
sented with  a  large  amount  of  balances  due  by 
individuals,  and  supposed  to  be  lost ;  and  the 
Message  of  the  President  spoke  of  several  mil- 
lions of  suspended  accounts.  Mr.  B.  said  he 
had  been  told  that,  since  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  public  officers  had  gone  off  the  stage 
of  life  considerably  indebted  to  the  Govern- 
ment— officers,  too,  in  vv^om  the  greatest  con- 
fidence had  been  placed.  This  showed,  he  said, 
that  it  was  time  to  change  the  present  system. 
It  was  most  obvious,  if  we  took  the  reason  of 
the  thing,  the  history  of  other  countries,  or  the 
experience  of  this,  that  it  was  necessary  to  ex- 
ercise a  more  rigorous  control  over  the  dis- 
bursements of  public  moneys.  It  was  more 
than  probable,  Mr.  B.  continued,  that  on  the 
first  establishment  of  this  Government,  the  dif- 
ferent State  institutions  having  little  connection 
or  sympathy  with  one  another,  it  was  not  very 
easy  to  transact  the  fiscal  business  of  the  nation, 
or  to  carry  money  from  one  part  of  it  to  the 
other,  &c. ;  but  the  Government  had  been  now 
established  for  forty  years,  and  every  difficulty 
of  that  sort  had  ceased.  Could  it  be  right,  on 
the  plea  of  enabling  the  poor  man  to  be  em- 
ployed ia  public  service,  that  the  public  money 
should  be  put  in  jeopardy  ?  It  was  not  neces- 
sary, he  said,  that  it  should  be  so,  for  the  mo- 
ment the  Government  makes  a  contract,  the 
contractor  has  credit  to  the  amount  of  his  con- 
tract, and  can  borrow  or  buy  upon  that  credit.  It 
was  not  true,  in  fact,  that  advances  were  neces- 
sary, and  it  could  not  therefore  be  right  to  make 
them.  These,  Mr.  B.  said,  were  some  of  the 
general  views  which  led  the  committee  to  pre- 
pare the  biU  now  under  consideration,  and  pre- 
sent it  to  the  House.  If  the  bill  were  to  go 
through  the  committee,  without  amendment, 
he  should  then,  to  afford  to  gentlemen  all  proper 
time  to  consider  the  subject,  move  to  lay  it  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  suggested  that  few 
of  the  members  had  preserved  the  printed 
copies  of  the  bill  fi'om  the  last  session ;  and,  as 
the  subject  was  of  some  magnitude,  he  thought 
the  members  ought  to  have  an  opportunity  to 
examine  it.  He  therefore,  with  this  view,  mov- 
ed that  the  committee  should  rise. 

The  committee  rose  accordingly,  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

American  Captives  among  tJie  Indians  during 
the  late  Wa  . 

The  next  biU  in  order  was  the  bill  reported 
at  the  last  session,  supplementary  to  the  act  for 
the  relief  of  American  captives  during  the  late 
war ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sibley,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  subject.     The  biU  was  read  through. 

Mr.  Sibley  briefiy  stated  the  object  of  the 
bill.  After  the  surrender  of  Detroit  during  the 
late  war,  and  subsequent  to  the  defeat  after- 
wards sustained,  in  1813,  many  persons  taken 
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under  our  standard  were  brought  captive  by 
the  Indians  to  and  tlirough  Detroit.  The  citi- 
zens of  Detroit,  moved  at  the  spectacle,  though 
themselves  at  the  time  in  a  state  of  vassalage, 
exerted  themselves  to  relieve  the  sufferers,  and 
employed  in  that  manner  all  the  money  they 
could  raise.  These  facts  were  made  known  to 
Congress,  and  an  act  was  passed  to  reimburse 
to  them  the  money  thus  advanced.  But  the 
act  was  of  that  narrow  construction,  that  it  was 
not  at  all  calculated  to  give  the  relief  contem- 
plated by  it.  It  required,  in  the  first  place, 
that  the  persons  relieved  from  captivity  should 
be  Americans  citizens ;  which,  in  the  first  place, 
was  hardly  susceptible  of  proof,  and,  if  it  were, 
was  not  material,  where  the  individuals  were 
taken  under  the  American  flag.  Another  re- 
quisition of  that  law  was,  that  written  evidence 
of  the  amount  paid,  or  a  receipt  for  the  ransom 
money,  should  be  produced,  to  entitle  to  relief. 
Now,  Mr.  S.  said,  the  money  was  paid  to  In- 
dians; and  every  one  must  know  that  they 
give  no  receipts  for  ransoms,  and  that  such  a 
receipt,  i'f  given,  would  be  good  for  nothing,  in- 
asmuch as  an  Indian  would  as  readily  give  a 
receipt  for  ten  thousand  dollars  as  for  ten.  In 
the  agitation,  alarm,  and  hurry  of  the  times, 
the  people  did  not  calculate  where  or  how  they 
were  to  get  their  money  again,  and  thought  of 
nothing  less  than  the  taking  receipts  for  it,  &o. 
Besides,  Mr.  S.  said,  clothing  was  furnished  to 
the  captives,  the  season  being  inclement,  and 
they  literally  naked.  For  this,  also,  the  citizens 
of  Detroit  ought  to  be  remunerated.  The  claims 
embraced  in  this  biU,  he  said,  were  altogether 
bottomed  on  humanity,  and  he  trusted  that  the 
patriotic  exertions  made  by  the  people  of  De- 
troit, whilst  they  themselves  were  oppressed  by 
the  presence  of  an  enemy,  would  not  be  disre- 
garded, but  that  they  would  at  length  be  repaid 
the  money  which  they  had  advanced  almost  ten 
years  ago. 

No  other  remarks  being  made  on  the  bill,  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  it  to  the  House,  and 
it  was  ordered  tobe  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  December  10, 
Unsettled  Accounts. 

Mr.  Woodcock  laid  on  the  table  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
statement  showing  the  amount  of  all  moneys  ad- 
vanced by  Government,  on  contracts  or  otherwise, 
either  to  agents,  sub-agents,  contractors,  sub-con- 
tractors, or  to  individuals,  since  the  1st  of  January, 
1816,  which  have  not  been  accounted  for  on  settle- 
ment ;  and  the  amount  of  loss  (if  any)  sustained  in 
each ;  and  whether,  in  all  cases,  on  the  advancement 
of  money,  security  has  been  taken,  and  the  names  of 
the  sureties. 

All  resolutions,  like  this,  calling  for  infor- 
mation, lie  upon  the  table  one  day  of  course, 
by  the  rules  of  the  House. 


NwBol  Peaee  Establishment. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Peesh 
OT  THE  United  States,  which  was  read,  ai 
as  follows : 
To  the  Bowe  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Sta 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Hon 
Representatives,  of  the  7th  of  May  last,  requ: 
that  a  plan  for  the  Peace  Establishment  of  the  I 
of  the  United  States,  and  also  of  the  Marine  Ci 
should  be  communicated  to  that  House  at  the  pw 
session,  I  transmit  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
Navy,  containing  a  plan,  wliich  has  been  prep 
for  the  proposed  establishment. 

JAMES  MONRO! 

Washington,  December  6,  1822. 

Navt  DE3PAKorME2ST,  Dcc.  2,  1821 
Sir:  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  whom 
been  referred  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Ee 
sentatives  of  the  7th  of  May  last,  requesting 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be 
before  that  House  a  plan  for  a  Peace  Establishn 
of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  has  the  bono 
submitting  the  accompanying  papers  on  that  i 
jeot. 

The  paper,  marked  A,  is  the  draft  of  a  bill 
bracing  all  the  provisions  which  have  been  deei 
necessary ;  presuming  that  a  plan  presented  ia 
form  would  best  meet  the  object  contemplated 
the  resolution.  It  is  deemed  necessary,  in  this 
port,  to  notice  only  briefly  such  parts  of  the  bil 
contain  new  modifications  of  our  Naval  Establ 
ment. 

The  bin,  it  will  be  perceived,  contemplates 
establishment  of  two  new  grades  of  office,  viz :  o( 
modore  and  rear  admiral.  These  grades  are  c 
sidered,  if  not  absolutely  necessary,  at  least  of  t 
great  importance  as  regards  due  subordination, ; 
the  discipline  of  the  service  ;  and,  in  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  provision,  I  can  only  repeat  w 
I  have  had  occasion  heretofore  to  urge  in  suppor 
this  measure.  The  rank  of  captain  is  now  the  hi 
est  grade  in  the  navy  recognized  by  law ;  and  dui 
the  infancy  of  our  navy,  and  whilst  we  had  no  ves 
of  a  higher  class  than  frigates,  and  the  numbe) 
captains  small,  it  was,  perhaps,  as  high  a  gradf 
the  good  of  the  service  required.  It  is,  however, 
h'eved  that,  from  the  additions  both  to  the  num 
and  class  of  our  public  vessels,  and  from  what  n 
reasonably  be  anticipated  to  be  the  situation  of  ' 
navy  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  both  justice  i 
policy  require  the  establishment  of  some  hig 
grades.  According  to  the  relative  rank,  as  now  r 
ulated  between  the  military  and  naval  ofEcen 
captain  in  the  navy  only  ranks  with  a  colonel  in 
army.  This  is  thought  to  be  contrary  to  sound  pol 
and  the  good  of  the  service.  The  estabhshment  of 
grades  contemplated  by  the  biU,  will  place  the  re 
tive  rank  in  the  army  and  navy  upon  a  just  footi 
A  commodore  will  rank  with  a  brigadier-genei 
and  a  rear  admu-al  with  a  major-general.  Biit 
more  important  and  substantial  benefit,  it  is  behev 
growing  out  of  this  measure,  will  be  the  effect  it  i 
have  upon  the  discipUne  of  the  service.  The  imp 
tance  of  rank,  both  in  the  militaiy  and  naval  serv 
wiU  readily  occur  to  all  in  any  degree  acquain 
with  either.  In  a  fleet  or  squadron,  when  the  dif 
ent  vessels  may  be  commanded  by  officers  of 
same  grade,  and  their  relative  rank,  and  even  t 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


381 


DECE3IBEK,  1822.] 


Suppression  of  Piracy. 


[H.  OF  R. 


of  the  commander  himself,  known  only  hy  the  dates 
of  their  commissions,  there  will  not  he  that  respect 
and  suhordination  observed  that  are  essential  to  order 
and  harmony.  The  additional  pay,  it  is  thought, 
cannot  afford  any  well-fonnded  ohjection  to  the  meas- 
ure, if  the  real  benefits  confidently  believed  to  result 
from  it  are  duly  appreciated. 

Authorizing  the  appointment  of  midshipmen,  who 
have  been  examined  and  found  qualified  for  promo- 
tion, to  the  duty  of  sailing-master,  would  be  highly 
beneficial  to  the  service.  By  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions, sailing-masters  are  not  considered  in  the  line 
of  promotion,  and  have  not,  of  course,  so  strong  in- 
ducements to  remain  permanently  attached  to  the 
service,  as  officers  who  have  this  prospect  before 
them  ;  and  whenever  more  profitable  employment  in 
the  merchant  service  is  presented,  they  will  generally 
accept  of  it. 

The  number  of  lieutenants  is  already  so  great 
that  the  prospect  of  promotion  of  midshipmen  is  not 
very  promising.  To  employ  examined  midshipmen 
as  sailing-masters,  would  be  giving  them  some  little 
distinction,  and  affording  them  an  opportunity  of  im- 
proving themselves  for  the  higher  and  more  impor- 
tant duties  of  the  service. 

In  most  of  the  classes  of  commissioned  officers, 
the  number  fixed  by  the  bill  embraces  all  at  present 
in  office,  and  where  that  is  not  the  case,  it  is  pro- 
vided that  none  shall  be  discharged  but  the  number 
reduced  to  that  contemplated  in  the  bill,  by  omitting 
to  fill  the  vacahcies  as  they  may  occur.  This,  it  is 
thought,  is  no  more  than  justice  requires ;  and,  as 
the  number  thus  retained  is  but  small,  the  expense 
will  be  inconsiderable,  and  will  soon  entirely  cease. 

The  increased  pay  provided  for  some  few  of  the 
officers  attached  to  ships-of-the-line  and  frigates, 
while  in  actual  service,  is  recommended  by  consid- 
erations of  justice,  and  the  good  of  the  service.  To 
perform  the  duties  required  of  these  officers  on  board 
the  largest  ships  involves  far  more  responsibility, 
and  requires  not  only  greater  professional  knowledge 
and  experience,  but  much  more  labor;  these,  or 
similar  di-stinctions,  are  recognized  in  every  well- 
regulated  service ;  and  as  but  a  small  number  of  our 
largest  vessels  are  kept  in  service  in  time  of  peace, 
the  additional  expense  will  be  of  no  great  amount. 

It  has  been  considered  a  more  simple  mode  of 
payment,  and  less  liable  to  abuse,  to  allow  fixed 
salaries  to  the  officers  stationed  at  the  several  navy 
yards  and  naval  stations,  than  as  now  provided  by 
law  by  monthly  pay  and  rations. 

That  part  of  the  bUl  which  makes  the  marine 
guard,  detailed  for  the  protection  of  navy  yards, 
subject  to  the  orders  of  the  commandant  of  the  yard, 
is  deemed  essential  for  the  preservation  of  order  and 
harmony.  The  difficulties  which  have  occurred  un- 
der the  present  regulations  on  that  subject,  suggest 
the  necessity  of  some  alteration ;  and  no  well-founded 
objection  is  perceived  to  placing  this  guard  vmder 
the  immediate  orders  of  the  commandant  of  the 
yard,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  marine  guard  is 
placed  on  ship-board  under  the  orders  of  the  captain. 

The  exhibits  accompanying  this  bill  will  serve  to 
show  the  applicability  of  its  provisions  to  our  present 
Naval  Establishment,  and  &.&  comparative  expense 
between  it  and  the  one  contemplated  by  the  hill. 

Paper  B  is  an  exhibit  showing  the  number  of 
commissioned  and  warrant  officers  required  to  officer 
certain  ships,  and  vessels,  and  navy  yards. 

Paper  C  is  an  exhibit  showing  the  petty  officers, 


able  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  boys,  required  for 
the  vessels  of  war  in  active  service. 

Paper  D  is  an  exhibit  showing  the  whole  number 
of  commission  and  warrant  officers  required  for  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  when  the  ships-of-the- 
line,  frigates,  and  steam-batteries,  directed  by  the 
"  act  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy,"  shall  be 
completed. 

Paper  E  is  an  estimate  of  the  annual  expense  of 
the  officers  of  the  navy,  proposed  by  the  biU,  includ- 
ing the  organization  of  the  navy  yards,  and  a  com- 
parative view  between  the  present  expense  and  that 
proposed. 

By  which  last  exhibit  it  will  be  seen  that  the  an- 
nual expense  of  the  officers  of  the  navy  will  be  re- 
duced about  ninety  thousand  dollars  below  the  esti- 
mates necessary  under  the  existing  establishment. 

A  Peace  Establishment  for  the  marine  corps  hav- 
ing been  fixed  by  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817, 
and  no  material  alteration  being  deemed  necessary, 
no  other  plan  has  been  prepared  to  accompany  tMs 
report. 

Although,  perhaps,  not  falling  strictly  within  the 
scope  of  the  resolution,  yet  the  present  affords  a  fit 
opportunity  of  respectfully  suggesting  the  importance 
of  establishing  a  Naval  Academy  for  the  instruction 
of  our  young  officers  in  the  sciences  connected  with 
their  profession.  As  this  is  intended  as  a  mere  sug- 
gestion of  a  measure  deserving  consideration,  I  have 
not  thought  proper  to  present  any  plan  for  carrying 
it  into  effect.  This  may  be  done  hereafter,  should 
the  measure  meet  with  a  favorable  reception  j  nor  is 
it  deemed  fit  for  me,  at  this  time,  to  urge  the  many 
considerations  which  will  readily  occur  to  all  liberal 
and  enlightened  minds  in  favor  of  such  an  institu- 
tion. 

All  which  is  respectfiilly  submitted, 

SMITH  THOMPSON. 

The  PKESmENT  of  the  U.  S. 

A  motion  waa  made  by  Mr.  Etjss,  to  lay  the 
Message  on  the  table,  and  print  it. 

Mr.  OooKE  hoped  it  wonld  not  be  laid  on  the 
table,  but  that  it  wovild  be  referred  to  the 
NavaJ  Committee,  there  to  undergo  the  proper 
investigation,  and  to  be  reported  upon. 

Mr.  Etjss  withdrawing  his  motion,  the  Mes- 
sage was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Btippression  of  Piracy. 
Mr.  OoKDiOT,  of  New  Jersey,  rose  to  make  a 
motion.  In  the  Message  of  the  President  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  at  the  opening  of  the 
session,  he  said,  a  very  brief  allusion  was  made 
to  piracies,  committed  in  the  West  Indies.  AH 
that  was  said  on  that  subject,  is  comprised  in  a 
short  paragraph,  which  Mr.  0.  read.  Intelli- 
gence has  been  recently  received,  and  probably 
since  that  part  of  the  Message  was  penned,  of 
transactions,  so  flagrant  and  outrageous  in  their 
character,  as  to  call,  imperiously,  for  the  early 
and  efBcient  interposition  of  this  House.  The 
premature  death  of  the  gallant  and  lament- 
ed AUen,  has  excited  a  spirit  of  indignation 
throughout  our  country,  unequalled  since  the 
late  war.  It  calls  loudly  for  retributive  justice 
upon  those  lawless  barbarians ;  and  I  hope  to 
see,  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable,  a  com- 
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petent  force,  at  the  disposal  of  tlie  Executive, 
under  some  one  of  the  most  experienced  naval 
officers,  with  ample  powers  and  instructions  to 
ferret  them  out  of  their  lurking  holes,  and  to 
drag  them  to  a  certain  and  speedy  punishment. 
A  speedy  punishment,  because  I  have  no  idea 
of  incurring  the  delay,  or  the  hazard,  of  trans- 
porting them  here,  or  of  extending  to  them  a 
trial  by  jury,  with  all  the  delays  incident  to  our 
courts  of  justice.  They  have  placed  themselves 
beyond  the  protection  of  the  laws  of  civilized 
society;  they  have  set  at  open  defiance  the 
laws  of  God  and  man ;  their  hand  is  against 
every  man,  and  every  man's  hand  should  com- 
bine against  them.  And  the  most  effectual 
restraint  which  you  can  impose  upon  their  bar- 
barities, is  to  furnish  to  them  the  spectacle  of  a 
few  dozen  of  their  leaders  suspended  by  the 
halter,  from  the  yard-arms  of  some  of  our  pub- 
lic ships.  Deeming  it  expedient  that  Congress 
should,  at  an  early  period,  adopt  some  decisive 
measures  on  this  subject,  I  submit  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire,  and  report  as  early  as  may 
be,  what  further  measures  are  necessary,  not  only 
for  the  more  efficient  protection  of  our  commerce  in 
the  West  India  seas  from  piracy ;  but  for  the  entire 
extirpation  of  those  freebooters,  and  the  punishment 
of  those  who  may  be  found  to  aid  and  abet  them. 

Piratical  Outrages  in  the  West  Indies — Beafh 
of  Ideutena/nt  Allen. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  the  resolution 
moved  by  Mr.  Condiot,  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table ;  and  the  Message  of  the  Pbesident 
was  read,  as  follows : 

To  the  Bome  of  Represerdaiives  of  the  United  States: 

Eecent  information  of  the  multiplied  outrages  and 
depredations  which  have  been  committed  on  our 
seamen  and  commerce  by  the  pirates  in  the  West 
Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  exemplified  by  the  death 
of  a  very  meritorious  officer,  seema  to  call  for  some 
prompt  and  decisive  measures  on  the  part  of  the 
Government.  All  the  public  vessels  adapted  to  that 
service,  which  can  be  spared  from  other  indispensa- 
ble duties,  are  already  employed  in  it ;  but,  from  the 
Jcnowledge  which  has  been  acquired  of  the  places 
from  whence  those  outlaws  issue,  and  to  which  they 
escape  from  danger,  it  appears  that  it  wUl  require  a 
particular  kind  of  force,  capable  of  pursuing  them 
into  the  shallow  waters  to  which  they  retire,  effec- 
tually to  suppress  them.  I  submit  to  the  considera^ 
tion  of  Congress,  the  propriety  of  organizing  such  a 
force  for  that  important  object. 

JAMES  MONKOE. 
WASHDiaTON,  December  6,  1822. 

The  said  Message  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 


MAM  Lee  Ball;  and  from  Georgia,  1 
OuTHBEET,  and  KoBEET  Ratmond  Ee 
peared,  and  took  their  seats. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  from  South  Os 
John  Oaetee,  elected  to  supply  the  v 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  James 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  sea 

Hostile  Mcpeditions  from  the  United 
against  Countries  at  Peace  with  the 
States. 

Mr.  OoLDBN  submitted  the  following 
tion,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Unitei 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  such  ii 
tion  as  he  may  possess  with  regard  to  anj 
expedition  which  may  have  been  prepared 
United  States,  and  sailed  from  thence,  wit 
present  year,  against  the  territory  or  depend 
any  power  in  amity  with  the  United  States ; 
inform  this  House  whether  any  measures  ha 
taken  to  bring  to  condign  punishment  the 
who  may  have  been  concerned  in  such  exp 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie 
table  one  day. 


■Wednesday,  December  11. 
Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New 
York,  Elijah  Spbnoee;  from  Virginia,  Wn.- 


Thtjesdat,  December  12. 
Presentation  of  Medals  to  Congress 
The  Speaeee  also  laid  before  the  Hoi 
following  letter : 

BosTOK,  July  4,  : 
To  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  ofBe^ 

SiK :  The  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  to 
to  you  on  the  4th  July,  1819,  and  which  Mr.  I 
was  so  obligmg  as  to  take  charge  of  and  dehi 
intended  to  have  been  accompanied  by  the  co 
of  medals  therein  referred  to ;  but  tins  was  i 
nately  lost  on  board  the  ship  Factor,  bound 
York,  of  which  accident  it  appears  that  the 
was  duly  informed  by  its  committee.  As  so 
heard  of  it,  I  endeavored  to  procure  a  dup] 
the  collection,  and  succeeded  a  few  days  befb: 
Paris,  in  April  last.  This,  together  with  the 
which  have  been  struck  at  Paris,  to  comm( 
some  principal  events  of,  and  men  distinguis 
our  Revolution,  I  take  the  liberty  through  yoi 
herewith  sending  and  offering  to  Congress, 
use  of  the  National  Library. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  &c, 
GEORGE  W.  ER\ 

P.  S. — A  printed  catalogue  of  the  French 
proper  is  enclosed  in  the  case  which  contains 

The  American  medals  are  but  five  proper. 

One  of  General  Washington,  at  the  siege  of 

One  of  Doctor  Franklin ; 

One  of  Paul  Jones ;  and 

Two  of  the  battle  of  the  Cowpens. 

To  these  I  have  thought  it  well  to  add  C 
and  Kosciusko,  taken  from  the  collection  of 
ous  men,  deceased,  now  publishing  in  the 
Mint. 

The  letter  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  I 
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of  New  Hampshire,  referred  to  the  Library 
Committee. 

Disbursement  of  Piiblic  Money. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Basbett,  the  House  again 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  "Whole, 
on  the  biU  for  imposing  more  rigorous  checks  on 
the  disbursement  of  public  money. 

On  motion  of  Mi-.  Babsbtt,  the  bill  was 
amended  by  adding  to  it  the  following,  as  a 
new  section : 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  fmther  enacted.  That  no  security 
given  to,  or  obligation  entered  into,  with  the  Govern- 
ment, shall  be  in  any  -wise  impaired  by  the  dismissing 
any  officer,  or  from  failure  of  the  President  to  dis- 
miss any  officer,  coming  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act. 

Another  slight  amendment  being  made — 
The  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill ; 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bassett,  who  did  not 
wish  to  precipitate  the  bill  through  the  House, 
the  consideration  of  the  report  was  for  the 
present  deferred. 

Lawless  Expedition  agcdnst  Porto  Rico. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  following  resolution,  yesterday  submitted 
by  Mr.  Coldbn  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  such  informa- 
tion as  he  may  possess  with  regard  to  any  hostile 
expedition  which  may  have  been  prepared  ia  the 
United  States,  and  sailed  from  thence,  within  the 
present  year,  against  the  territory  or  dependency  of 
any  power  in  amity  with  the  United  States,  and  to 
inform  this  House  whether  any  measures  have  been 
taken  to  bring  to  condign  punishment  persons  who 
may  have  been  concerned  in  such  expedition,  con- 
trary to  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Little  moved  to  strike  out  all  that  part 
of.  the  resolution  which  follows  the  word 
"  States,"  in  the  7th  line,  and  in  lieu  thereof 
insert  the  following : 

"  And  inform  this  House  what  amendments  to  the 
existing  laws  are  necessary  to  punish  persons  who 
may  have  been  concerned  in  any  such  expedition." 

Mr.  OoLDEU  said  he  had  no  objection  to  this 
amendment,  as  he  understood  it,  though  for  his 
own  part  he  believed  that  the  existing  laws 
were  competent  to  the  purpose  of  punishing  this 
offence  against  the  public  peace.  It  was  pun- 
ishable, by  law,  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding 
three  years,  and  also  by  fine.  It  appeared 
proper,  Mr.  0.  said,  that  he  should  ask  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  for  a  few  minutes,  whilst 
he  explained  the  considerations  which  had  in- 
duced him  to  propose  this  resolution.  It  was 
well  understood,  he  presumed,  that  it  had  refer- 
ence to  an  expedition,  said  to  have  been  fitted 
out  from  our  ports  against  the  dependency  of  a 
country  with  which  we  are  in  amity — ^he  meant 
the  expedition  against  the  Island  of  Porto  Kico. 
Although  we  have  no  further  information  on 
the  subject  than  what  is  derived  from  the  news- 
papers, he  believed  the  information  was  of  that 
Bort  to  justify  the  proposition  now  on  the  table. 


In  regard  to  this  subject,  Mr.  C.  said  there  had 
been  various  reports.  It  had  been  stated  that  a 
considerable  hostUe  expedition  had  been  fitted 
out  from  our  shores — partly,  it  was  said,  from 
the  port  of  Philadelphia;  in  part  from  the  port 
of  Baltimore,  and  in  part  from  Kew  York.  The 
accounts  of  it  were  contradictory,  but  all  agreed 
in  this;  that  such  an  expedition  had  departed 
from  this  country.  It  appeared  to  him  there 
were  some  considerations  connected  with  this 
expedition,  which  deserved  the  consideration  of 
the  House.  It  must  be  recollected  by  aU,  that, 
not  long  since,  the  United  States  had  taken 
possession  of  one  of  the  dependencies  of  this 
very  power,  viz.,  Amelia  Island.  Our  justifica- 
tion for  doing  so,  was,  that  it  was  a  harbor  for 
pirates,  or  a  place  where  expeditions  were  fitted 
out  without  the  interference  of  the  Government 
of  Spain  to  prevent  it.  It  was  not  long  since, 
moreover,  we  had  made  applications  to  Spain 
and  to  her  colonial  government  of  Cuba,  re- 
monstrating to  that  power,  that  she  had  not 
done  her  duty  to  us  and  to  the  world,  inasmuch 
as  she  has  not  restrained  the  enterprises  of  indi- 
.viduals  from  her  ports ;  and  it  was  a  remark- 
able circumstance,  that  at  the  very  time  this 
expedition  was  fitted  out  to  wrest  from  the 
mother  country  this  dependency  of  Porto  Eioo, 
we  had  a  negotiator  there  remonstrating  with 
the  Governor  of  that  dependency  in  strong 
terms,  but  with  a  courtesy  and  propriety  of 
manner  which  did  honor  to  the  naval  character, 
(Oaptaia  Spence,)  who  conducted  the  negotia- 
tion, against  the  unlawfcd  expeditions  fitted 
from  that  port  to  cruise  on  the  high  seas.  An- 
other singular  circumstance,  Mr.  C.  said,  was 
worth  notice :  that  one  of  the  persons  at  the 
head  of  this  hostile  expedition,  he  who  signed 
his  name  as  Secretary  of  State,  was  a  gentle- 
man who,  not  very  long  ago,  was  diplomatic 
agent  of  this  Government  to  the  territories  of 
that  Government  to  which  Porto  Eico  was  a 
dependency.  Mr.  C.  said  it  was  not  his  inten- 
tion, by  this  resolution,  to  cast  censure  on  any 
one.  We  do  know,  said  he,  that  expeditions 
may  be  fitted  out  from  our  ports  without  our 
Government  having  knowledge  of  the  fact,  or 
the  means  of  preventing  it.  It  was  quite  prob- 
able the  President  might  answer,  to  this  resolu- 
tion, that  he  had  no  information  on  the  sub- 
ject-, or,  if  he  did  not,  he  might  teU  the  House 
that  he  has  directed  the  proper  officers  to  in- 
vestigate the  transaction  in  question.  In  either 
case,  Mr.  0.  said,  he  should  be  satisfied.  His 
great  object  was  to  show  to  other  nations  that, 
while  we  demand  justice  from  them,  we  are 
not  indifferent  to  the  conduct  of  our  own  citi- 
zens. 

Mr.  Little  said  his  reason  for  proposing  any 
amendment  to  this  resolution  was,  that  he  felt 
no  disposition  to  give  his  assent  to  a  resolution 
which  called  in  question  the  conduct  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  the  country  in  relation  to  an  alleged 
violation  of  existing  laws.  He  did  not  feel  him- 
self justified  in  voting  for  a  declaration,  in 
effect,  that  the  proper  authorities  have  refused 
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or  neglected  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union. 
His  amendment  was  drawn  up  in  haste,  on  the 
suggestion  of  the  moment,  and  certainly  not 
with  the  most  distant  idea  of  passing  ex  post 
facto  laws.  His  object  was,  to  devise  laws  to 
punish  offences  of  this  description  that  may  be 
hereafter  committed,  if  such  laws  do  not  now 
exist.  If  the  gentleman  would  consent  to  strike 
out  the  latter  clause,  Mr.  L.  said  he  would 
waive  his  proposed  amendment,  leaving  the 
question  of  law  to  be  examined  by  the  proper 
committees  of  this  House. 

Ml'.  L.  then  withdrew  his  amendment  and 
moved  to  strike  out  the  latter  clause  of  the  re- 
solve, without  proposing  to  substitute  any  thing 
for  it. 

Mr.  OooKE  said  he  hoped  the  House  would  not 
agree  to  strike  out  the  latter  clause  of  the  reso- 
lution. It  only  proposed  to  inquire  of  the 
President  whether  any  measures  had  been  taken 
by  the  Government  to  bring  to  punishment  the 
persons,  if  any,  who  have  been  concerned  in 
fitting  out  an  expedition  from  our  ports.  If  the 
President  has  been  apprised  of  prosecutions 
having  been  set  on  foot  against  those  persons, 
it  win  be  necessary  for  this  House  to  proceed 
further.  But,  suppose  it  should  not  be  so,  and 
the  President  should  tell  the  House  he  had  re- 
ceived no  information  to  justify  a  prosecution ; 
the  subject  would  then  be  fairly  before  the 
House,  and  it  would  take  such  measures  to 
pimish  those  who  shall  be  guilty  of  violations 
of  public  peace  as  it  should  deem  necessary. 
For  his  part,  Mr.  0.  said,  he  could  not  perceive 
in  this  resolution  any  imputations  against  any- 
body.   All  that  was  asked  for  was  information. 

There  was  no  imputation  whatever  against 
the  President  in  the  clause  proposed  to  be 
stricken  out ;  and  he  hoped  the  House  would 
retain  it  and  get  all  the  information  on  the  sub- 
ject which  the  resolution  calls  for. 

Mr.  "Weight  did  not  approve  of  the  idea  of 
calling  on  the  President  to  know  what  laws 
were  to  be  passed,  or  what  prosecutions  had 
been  instituted,  in  regard  to  this  or  any  other 
matter.  The  proper  course,  he  thought,  would 
be,  to  refer  these  inquiries  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee.  It  was  the  duty  of  this  House  to 
know  what  the  laws  of  the  country  are,  and  not 
to  go  to  the  President  for  information  on  that 
head.  Besides,  to  refer  an  inquiry  of  this  sort 
to  the  Executive  would  be  to  blend  and  con- 
found its  duties  with  those  of  the  Judiciary. 
Mr.  W.  protested  against  the  idea  of  passing 
laws  to  punish  those  who  have  committed 
crimes  not  heretofore  provided  for.  Every 
heart  must  revolt,  he  said,  against  a  proposition 
of  that  sort.  Even  the  Supreme  Being  would 
not  inflict  punishment  for  the  disobedience  of 
his  laws,  if  he  had  not  previously  conunnnicated 
it.  No  law  can  be  violated  which  has  not  pre- 
existed and  been  divulged.  With  regard  to  the 
description  of  offences  against  the  laws  of  na- 
tions embraced  in  this  resolution,  Mr.  W.  said 
we  had  gone  further  in  our  provisions  to  pre- 
vent and  punish  them  than  any  other  na.tion  in 


the  world.  We  feel  as  much  indigna 
them  as  any  other  people  on  earth,  and  ■? 
gone  as  far  to  show  it.  The  presumptii 
W.  said,  was  that  the  Executive  had  d 
duty  in  this  matter ;  and  the  House  coi 
employment  enough  in  the  discharge  of : 
duty,  without  calling  on  the  Executive 
him  whether  he  has  done  his  duty.  T] 
sumption  was,  that  the  Executive  had  d 
duty,  and  the  House  had  no  right,  with 
formation  to  that  effect,  to  suppose  othe 

Mr.  Little  added  a  few  words  in  favo 
motion  to  strike  out  the  latter  clause  of  tl 
lution;  when  the  question  was  taken 
motion,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agree 
the  Resolution  in  its  original  shape,  and  c 
in  the  aflSrmative,  by  a  large  majority. 

Eeidat,  December  13. 
Mr.  Batlt,  from  Maryland,  appeare 
took  his  seat. 

Suppression  of  Piracy.  _ 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  i 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
and  took  up  the  following  bill,  being  tl 
ported  this  day  by  the  Committee  on 
Affairs. 

An  Act  authorizing  an  additional  naval  force 
suppression  of  piracy. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  L 
Representatives  of  the  UTtited  States  of  America, 
gress  assembled,-  That  the  President  of  tie 
States  be,  and  he  herety  is,  anthorized  to  pure 
construct  a  sofBcient  number  of  vessels  in  adc 
those  now  employed,  of  such  burden  and  ec 
tion  as  he  may  deem  necessary,  and  to  fit,  eqi 
man  the  same  for  immediate  service,  for  the 
of  repressing  piracy,  and  of  affording  offectn 
tection  to  the  citizens  and  commerce  of  the 
States  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  seas  an 
tones  adjacent. 

Sec.  2.     And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tl 

of dollars  be  appropriated  to  meet  the  e 

ture  to  he  incurred  as  aforesaid,  and  paid  out 
money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropi 

Mr.  FmxEB  presented  a  letter  from  tl 
retary  of  the  Navy,  embracing  the  det 
force  necessary  to  be  provided,  and  an  es 
of  the  cost  thereof,  which  was  read.  I 
formity  to  the  suggestions  contained  i; 
document,  and  to  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee,  Mr.  F.  moved  to  fill  the  hi 
the  bill  with  the  sum  of  $160,000 — declii 
urge  any  arguments  in  support  of  the  m 
itself,  as  not  considering  them  necessary. 
The  motion  to  flU  the  blank  was  agreee 
Mr.  Floxd,  of  Virginia,  then  rose,  and : 
to  strike  out  of  the  biU  the  words  "  pu 
or,"  so  as  to  require  the  vessels  therein 
tioned  to  be  buUt,  and  not  purchased, 
are  to  embark  in  schemes  for  spending  th( 
or  four  miUions  in  the  Treasury,  Mr.  F.  s 
should  prefer  that  the  objects  of  the  ex 
ture  should  be  such  as  were  worthy  of  i 
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was  opposed  to  making  this  appropriation  for 
pnrchasLQg  the  refuse  commodities  of  xmproflt- 
able  traders — ^those  schooners  and  steamboats, 
referred  to  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  just 
read.  The  mania  for  steamboats  prevailed  for 
a  while,  but  the  paper  mania  had  mined  that, 
and  there  were  abundance  of  steamboats  now 
to  sell.  If  any  vessels  were  to  be  procured,  he 
wished  they  might  be  such  as  should  be  perma- 
nently useful,  and  not  such  as,  according  to  the 
suggestion  in  the  Secretary's  letter,  might  be 
sold  after  the  cut-throats  of  Matanzas  were  dis- 
posed of.  Mr.  F.  assigned  some  grounds  on 
which  he  placed  little  faith  in  estimates  of  the 
description  now  presented  to  the  House. 

Mr.  FcxLEE  said,  if  the  question  was  between 
purchasing  and  buUding  vessels,  and  the  one 
could  be  done  in  any  thing  like  the  same  time 
as  the  other,  he  should  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man in  preferring  the  construction  to  the  pur- 
chase of  them.  Vessels  constructed  for  the 
purpose  might,  however,  be  as  indifferent  as 
any  that  could  be  purchased ;  and  it  was  quite 
likely  to  be  the  case  if  they  should  be  constructed 
in  haste.  If  the  gentleman  meant  to  give  six  or 
eight  or  ten  months'  time  to  their  construction, 
and  in  the  mean  time  let  the  pirates  have  their 
way,  (and  such  must  be  the  consequence  of  the 
success  of  this  motion,)  Mr.  F.  was  whoUy 
averse  to  it.  If  the  vessels  were  to  be  built 
suddenly,  of  green  timber,  they  would  be  worse 
than  any  that  were  likely  to  be  purchased. 
The  service  for  which  they  were  intended  would 
be  a  short  one ;  and,  if  the  vessels  escaped  out 
of  it,  they  would  be  so  little  deteriorated  as  to 
sell  for  nearly  or  quite  as  much  as  they  would 
cost;  and  it  might  be  an  argument  in  favor  of 
this  plan,  at  least  with  the  gentlemen  who  are 
very  fond  of  economy,  that  no  great  loss  would 
be  sustained  by  the  employment  of  this  addi- 
tional force.  Mr.  F.  did  not  believe  with  Mr. 
Floyd  in  the  existence,  now  or  heretofore,  of  a 
steamboat  mania.  They  were  almost  the  only 
objects  presenting  an  opportunity  for  the  exer- 
cise of  the  spirit  of  speculation,  on  which  there 
had  not  been  a  mania.  He  was  convinced  that, 
on  this  subject,  not  only  this  House,  but  the 
whole  nation,  was  in  possession  of  its  sober 
senses,  and  that  a  beneficial  use  would  be  made 
of  the  agency  of  steam  under  this  bill,  which, 
however,  would  be  passed  to  little  purpose,  if, 
before  pursuing  the  pirates,  time  were  taken  to 
bmld  vessels  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  he  did  not  un- 
derstand his  honorable  friend  from  Virginia  as 
opposing  the  measures  necessary  to  put  an  end  to 
piracy,  but  as  suggesting  that  it  would  he  better 
to  build  the  vessels  than  to  purchase  them.  Mr. 
S.  believed  that  the  power  of  purchasing  these 
vessels  ought  to  be  given  to  the  Executive.  He 
believed  that  vessels  could  be  bought  for  this 
service  as  fit  for  it  as  if  built  for  the  purpose — 
such  vessels  as  were  constantly  building  with- 
in the  Chesapeake  Bay — such  as  are  captured 
by  the  pirates  themselves  and  converted  to 
their  use.  There  were  no  vessels  of  their  class 
Vol..  VH.— 25 


superior  to  this  description  of  vessels  which  are 
built  for  sale  on  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake. 
The  object  of  the  bill,  he  thought,  would  be  bet- 
ter answered  by  leaving  to  the  Executive  the 
right  of  purchasing  these  vessels,  and  he  hoped, 
that,  by  an  exertion  of  this  right,  such  a  force 
would  be  speedily  organized  as  completely  to 
suppress  pu-aoies. 

Mr.  Tayxoe,  of  Kew  York,  said  that  the 
tragedy  so  recently  acted  in  the  "West  Indies  fur- 
nished to  his  mind  a  conclusive  argument  against 
the  amendment  proposea  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  He  assented  to  the  general  proposi- 
tion that  it  is  better  to  build  than  to  purchase 
vessels  of  war  of  every  class.  The  experience 
and  professional  skUl  of  those  distinguished  offi- 
cers who  fill  the  place  of  commissioners  of  the 
Navy  Board  with  so  much  honor  to  themselves 
and  advantage  to  the  nation,  were  appreciated 
by  none  more  highly  than  by  him.  On  all  oc- 
casions when  imperious  necessity  did  not  forbid, 
he  should  advocate  the  propriety  of  having  our 
national  vessels  constructed  under  their  super- 
intendence. But,  iu  our  present  exigency,  said 
Mr.  Tatloe,  we  cannot  wait  the  slow  process 
of  construction.  "We  have  no  time  to  lose. 
Piracies  -are  multiplied  to  an  alarming  degree. 
It  is  to  the  disgrace  of  civilized  nations  that  they 
have  been  perpetrated  so  long,  so  wantonly,  and 
under  the  eye  of  constituted  authorities.  Pub- 
lic feeling  at  length  is  aroused.  But  it  required 
an  invaluable  sacrifice  to  efiect  it.  The  shade 
of  the  brave  departed  Axlbn  invokes  im- 
mediate protection  for  our  defenceless  seamen. 
This  youthful  hero  is  laid  in  his  grave,  distant, 
far  distant  from  his  native  land,  and  from  the 
protecting  roof  which  filial  piety  had  afforded 
to  his  now  disconsolate  friends.  He  was  slain 
by  ignoble  hands,  hut  he  fell  in  a  glorious  cause. 
Humanity  weeps  over  the  tomb  of  her  champion, 
and  demands  of  his  murderers  an  awful  retribu- 
tion. He  poured  out  his  life  in  conflict  against 
the  foe  of  God  and  man,  and  the  voice  of  God 
and  man  cry  for  speedy  vengeance.  Let  us,  in 
justice  to  public  feeling,  which  in  every  portion 
of  our  country  is  deep  and  indignant  against  the 
inhuman,  the  unrelenting  cruelties  of  the  pirates 
in  the  "West  Indies,  promptly  organize  a  force  ad- 
equate to  their  total  extermination.  Temporiz- 
ing measures  would  enhance  the  evil;  they 
wouldinvite  to  the  perpetration  of  new  atrocities, 
while  another — another — and  yet  another  brave 
seaman  would  be  laid  by  the  side  of  the  lamented 
Allen.  Mr.  T.,  in  conclusion,  expressed  a  hope 
that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  would  consent 
to  withdraw  his  amendment. 

Mr.  EusTis  said  he  was  well  aware  that  it 
was  desii-ahle  that  this  biU  should  pass  without 
any  improper  delay ;  but  it  was  more  desirable 
that  no  bill  should  pass  this  House  without  the 
deliberate  consideration  due  to  it.  He  did  not 
know  that  the  doubt  in  his  mind  as  to  an  ex- 
pression in  that  bill  was  well  founded,  but  it 
was  of  such  a  nature  as  to  make  it  necessary  for 
him  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  it.  He 
alluded  to  the  expression  in  the  bill  alluding  to 
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the  West  India  seas  "  and  territories  adjacent." 
He  doubted  for  himself,  whether  piracy  could 
effectually  be  put  an  end  to  without  giving  au- 
thority to  our  naval  officers  to  pursue  the 
pirates  on  the  land,  and  there  make  them  pris- 
oners. He  did  not  know  but  such  a  provision 
was  necessary ;  but,  if  so,  it  was  proper  that  the 
House  should  know  that  such  an  authority  was 
given.  This  bill,  it  appeared  to  him,  went  to 
authorize  any  hostile  operations  necessary  to 
accomplish  the  object  of  the  suppression  of 
piracy.  He  had  been  one  of  those  who  was  in 
favor  of  passing  a  bill  even  to  that  extent ;  but 
he  had  his  doubts  whether  this  House  was  ready 
to  invest  the  Executive  with  a  power  amount- 
ing to  that  of  making  war.  He  supposed  cases 
which  might  arise  under  this  bill.  Our  officers 
might  pursue  pirates  into  the  Island  of  Cuba, 
and  the  Spanish  authorities  might  resist  them. 
Here  was  at  once  the  commencement  of  hostili- 
ties between  us  and  Spain.  He  did  not  know 
whether  it  was  not  worth  the  hazard  of  a  war 
to  authorize  our  officers  to  enter  the  territories 
of  other  powers  in  search  of  pirates.  The  power 
which  he  supposed  to  be  conveyed  by  the  bOl 
was  one  which  he  had  no  doubt  the  Executive, 
and  even  our  Navy  officers  would  exercise  with 
discretion ;  but  it  was  one  which  ought  to  be 
reflected  upon  well  before  it  was  given.  The 
same  argument  might  be  drawn  from  the  sup- 
posed entry  of  a  British  Island  as  of  a  Spanish 
territory.  He  did  not  rise  to  make  a  motion, 
but  to  suggest  a  doubt ;  and  if  that  doubt  were 
confined  to  himself,  he  should  not  object  to  the 
bOl  as  it  stood. 

Mr.  Ftillbb  said  the  committee  which  report- 
ed the  bill,  aware  that  there  might  be  a  difficulty 
on  this  point,  had  not  reported  a  bill  to  author- 
ize even  the  pursuing  the  pirates  on  the  land, 
much  less  the  entering  the  territories  of  foreign 
powers  to  search  for  them.  The  bill  was  simply 
intended  to  pi'ovide  for  the  suppression  of  piracy 
and  the  protection  of  commerce ;  and  there  was 
nothing  in  it  which  could  by  possibility  warrant 
the  construction  that  it  was  to  give  authority  to 
the  Executive  to  seek  for  pirates  in  the  terri- 
tories of  foreign  powers.  The  question  with 
regard  to  the  law  of  nations  on  this  subject,  it 
was  not  necessary  here  to  discuss ;  but  Mr.  E. 
confessed  that  he  had  entertained  the  opinion, 
that  if  an  oflBcer  should  find  pirates  escaping 
from  his  pursuit  to  a  territory  of  a  foreign  pow- 
er, he  might  have  a  right  to  pursue  them  into 
the  actual  (not  nominal)  jurisdiction  of  that 
power.  Whether  that  was  the  law  or  hot,  this 
bill  conferred  no  authority  whatever  on  the  sub- 
ject. It  was  a  question,  the  decision  of  which 
must  depend  on  the  laws  of  nations.  On  this 
point  he  had  no  doubt  such  instructions  would 
be  given  by  the  Executive  to  our  cruisers  as 
would  completely  guard  the  amicable  relations 
between  the  United  States  and  foreign  countries. 
This  bill  would  not  have  the  least  tendency 
towards  a  diiferent  course  of  proceeding. 

Mr.  EusTis  said  he  did  not  understand,  that, 
.-according  to  the  law  of  nations,  any  one  power 


has  a  right  to  make  war  on  the  territor 
neutral,  for  any  purpose  whatever.  Ev€ 
tion  has  a  right  to  pursue  pirates  on  thi 
seas,  but  Mr.  E.  very  much  doubted  w! 
the  officers  of  one  nation  had  a  right  tc 
the  jurisdictional  limits  of  another  couni 
any  purpose  whatever.  We  have  a  right 
ecute  our  own  laws  but  not  to  underti 
make  or  execute  laws  for  another  country 
power  to  pursue  pirates  into  the  territo 
another  nation  was  a  very  broad  one :  it  ■ 
fact  a  power  to  make  war.  If  the  bill  v? 
pass  in  this  shape,  not  only  would  the  Exe 
and  its  officers  feel  disposed  to  fulfil  the  i 
of  the  Legislature,  but  they  would  be  boi 
do  it.  He  did  not  wish  to  be  considej 
making  unnecessary  objections ;  but  it  apj 
to  him  that  Congress  could  not,  consis 
with  the  laws  of  nations,  confer  the  power 
this  bill  appeared  to  him  to  give. 

Mr.  A.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  propose 
amendment,  to  constitute  the  third  sect 
the  bill,  in  the  following  words : 

'^And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Presid( 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  required,  to  ] 
the  pirates  by  land  on  any  of  the  West  India  ] 
to  which  they  may  resort,  as  well  as  on  the 
until  they  are  exterminated." 

Mr.  S.  said,  as  the  power  of  doing  thi 
doubted  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachi 
he  thought  it  essentially  necessary  that  the 
tion  as  to  the  power  should  be  met  and  d< 
here.  He  trusted  Congress  would  not  ] 
law  in  which  the  duty  of  the  Executive  w 
defined,  so  as  to  throw  the  responsibility 
themselves  upon  the  Executive.  If  any  re 
sibUity  is  to  be  borne  in  respect  to  this  m 
Mr.  S.  said,  let  it  fall  here.  He  proposed 
amendment,  not  only  that  the  Executive  s 
have  the  power,  but  that  it  should  be  its 
to  pursue  the  pirates  wherever  they  may  re 
Pirates  are  to  be  considered  as  the  enemies 
mankind;  all  nations  should  be  considei 
allies  against  them,  and  we  should  be  consi 
as  allies  of  all  other  powers  in  pursuin 
pirates  in  the  West  Indian  seas.  But,  wl 
we  were  considered  so  or  not,  it  is  If 
even  in  national  war,  where  an  enemy  ] 
into  a  neutral  territory,  to  pursue  that  e 
thither.  Every  nation,  moreover,  has  ari] 
put  down  piracy.  If  we  have  a  right  to  i 
minate  the  pirates  we  have  a  right  to  ado] 
necessary  means  to  accomplish  the  object, '' 
cannot  be  effected  without  our  allowinj 
Navy  to  go  further  than  the  gentleman 
Massachusetts  proposed.  That  gentleman  ^ 
confine  its  operations  to  the  ocean.  Aocc 
to  that  strictness  of  limitation,  our  officei 
not  to  enter  a  bay  or  creek  to  pursue  the  pi 
Foreign  nations,  Mr.  S.  said,  act  too  mu( 
reason  to  take  exceptions  to  our  measures, 
said  he,  let  us  give  a  direct  sanction  to  tl 
cessary  measures ;  let  this  amendment  be  i 
ed,  that  it  may  be  understood  the  pirates 
be  pursued  until  they  are  entirely  desti 
wherever  found. 
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Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  felt  as  strongly  as 
any  one  the  necessity  of  effectual  measures  for 
the  suppression  of  piracy ;  but  we  ought  in  con- 
certing our  measures  for  that  purpose,  to  be  at 
least  persuaded  that  they  are  calculated  to  effect 
the  object  in  view,  and  not  to  involve  us  in  more 
serious  diSBculties.  By  the  amendment  now 
proposed  to  this  bill,  the  utmost  scope  is  given 
— no  limit  is  opposed  to  the  power  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  authorize  our  cruisers  to  pursue 
pirates,  or  supposed  pirates,  wherever  they 
please  \  and  they  may  invade,  at  pleasure,  the 
dominions  of  a  friendly  power  in  pursuit  of  any 
whom  they  may  suppose  to  be  pirates.  ^  We 
have  not  the  right,  said  Mr.  McL.,  on  any  prin- 
ciple of  the  laws  of  nations  with  which  I  am 
acquainted,  to  adopt  such  a  provision.  Nor  is 
it  necessary  for  the  object  in  view  that  we 
should  adopt  any  such  provision.  In  framing 
our  laws,  we  ought  to  have  regard  to  the  laws 
of  nations,  by  which  we  ourselves  profess  to 
be  governed  in  our  conduct  towards  other 
nations,  and  by  which  we  insist  that  other 
nations  shall  be  governed  in  their  conduct 
towards  us.  We  have  no  right  to  pursue  even 
a  pirate  into  the  territory  of  a  neutral  or  friend- 
ly power,  until  that  power  has  refused  to  inter- 
pose or  is  incompetent  by  reason  of  its  own  im- 
becility to  prevent  and  punish  the  crime.  Has 
this  House  any  information  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  Spain  has  refused  its  aid  to  suppress 
these  piracies,  or  that  she  is  incompetent  to  do 
it?  We  have  no  such  information,  nor  any  on 
which  we  could  ground  such  a  measure  as  that 
which  is  proposed  by  the  amendment ;  and  if  we 
were  to  pursue  pirates  on  her  territory,  the  re- 
sult would  be  an  immediate  complaint  of  such 
invasion  of  her  territorial  rights.  And  what 
answer  could  we  return  to  such  complaint? 
Could  we  say  that  the  Government  of  Spain 
was  unable  or  unwilling  to  interpose  its  aid  to 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  such  piracies  ?  We 
could  not,  because  on  that  point  we  have  no  in- 
formation. But,  was  it  necessary  for  our  pur- 
pose, to  pursue  these  pirates  on  the  land  ?  Was 
it  not  almost  certain  they  might  be  put  down 
without  our  doing  so?  The  documents  upon 
the  table  state  the  opinion  of  the  Executive  and 
of  the  Navy  Department  to  be  explicitly  that 
this  object  may  be  accomplished  in  the  course 
of  a  few  months,  without  any  such  desperate 
and  dangerous  remedy  as  is  contained  in  this 
amendment,  which  it  would  be  time  enough  to 
consider  when  its  consideration  was  forced  upon 
us  by  the  necessity  of  the  case.  Let  us,  said 
he,  give  the  Executive  this  appropriation.  Let 
us  enable  it  to  send  out  this  force,  and  after  it 
has  been  employed  promptly  and  to  the  utmost 
extent  of  its  capacity — if,  after  the  Executive 
has  used  every  means  in  its  hands,  we  find  these 
pirates  cannot  be  exterminated,  let  us  remon- 
strate and  call  on  the  Spanish  Government  to 
expel  them  from  its  coasts  and  territories.  If, 
after  this,  the  Spanish  Government  refuses  or  is 
unable  to  do  its  duty,  then  I  will  go  with  the 
gentleman.    But,  Mr.  McL.  said,  until  it  is  de- 


monstrated that  our  means  proposed  to  be  ap- 
plied to  this  object  are  insufficient,  he  could  not 
agree  to  a  proposition  which  seemed  to  be 
fraught  with  so  much  evil  as  the  proposed 
amendment. 

Mr.  OAMBEELEN&,  of  New  York,  said  there 
seemed  to  be  a  fatality  in  every  thing  connected 
with  these  pirates.  When  our  vessels  capture 
them,  ill-timed  clemency  saves  them  from  the 
gallows;  and  when  we  capture  vessels  which 
are  to  all  intents  pirates,  they  make  their  escape 
from  a  just  fate  through  the  sinuosities  of  the 
law.  Now  we  have  a  bill  before  us,  for  putting 
an  end  to  piracy,  which  calls  for  prompt  action, 
and  its  progress  is  impeded  by  needless  prop- 
ositions for  amendment.  This  bill,  Mr.  0.  said, 
did  not  call  for  any  land  force  to  take  possession 
of  any  territory,  nor  were  we  now  required  to 
discuss  any  question  of  national  law.  This  bill 
does  not  authorize  the  President  to  send  a  land 
force  to  pursue  the  pirates  and  break  up  their 
establishments.  Whenever  that  great  question 
comes  up,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  discuss  it. 
At  present,  however,  he  hoped  gentlemen  would 
throw  no  needless  impediment  in  the  way  of  this 
bill.  He  should  himself  vote  against  this  amend- 
ment, or  any  other  resembling  it.  He  liked  the 
bill  as  it  was ;  and  he  hoped  our  ofllcers  when  in 
pursuit  of  those  pirates,  would  not  pause  at  an 
imaginary  line.  He  hoped,  he  said,  that  the 
pursuit  of  the  pirates  would  not  involve  us  in 
war ;  but,  if  war  must  be  the  consequence,  he 
hoped  every  member  of  this  House  was  pre- 
pared to  abide  by  it.  He  hoped  the  biE  would 
pass,  and  that  the  questions  of  law  which  do  not 
belong  to  it  would  be  deferred  to  a  future  day. 

Mr.  Baeboub  (the  Speaker)  was  equally  op- 
posed to  the  amendment  as  now  modified  and 
as  originally  proposed,  "If,  he  said,  the  House 
were  now  legislating  on  a  subject  on  which  it 
had  complete  power  unconnected  with  national 
law,  they  might  give  to  it  what  direction 
they  pleased,  But  the  power  of  any  nation  in 
relation  to  pirates  depends  on  the  doctrines  of 
the  law  of  nations.  We  cannot,  therefore,  said 
Mr.  B.,  by  legislating  here,  impart  any  power  to 
the  Executive  in  regard  to  this  subject  beyond 
what  is  authorized  by  the  law  of  nations.  He 
put  this  question  to  the  House :  The  President 
is  Oommander-in-Ohief  of  the  Army  and  Navy, 
of  the  United  States ;  in  the  execution  of  any 
duty  in  -vrhioh  he  is  to  call  the  Ai-my  and  Navy 
into  action,  he  is  to  act  according  to  his  legiti- 
mate power.  If  the  subject  be  one  on  which 
the  legislation  of  Congress  is  binding,  he  wiH 
follow  the  law.  If  the  subject  be  one  upon 
which  the  law  of  nations  prescribes  the  rule  of 
conduct,  he  will  foUow  that.  Without  this 
House,  then,  deciding  the  question  of  the  law 
of  nations,  it  is  sufficient  for  us  that  the  Execu 
tive  has  the  question  to  decide,  and  that  it  is 
one  on  which  this  House  ought  not  to  attempt 
a  decision.  With  regard  to  the  idea  of  pirates 
being  the  enemies  of  the  human  race,  there  could 
be  no  doubt  of  it,  and  on  the  great  highway  of 
nations  we  have  a  right  to  take  them  and  deal 
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with  them  as  we  please.  But  it  was  another 
question  how  far  we  have  a  right  to  pursue 
them  on  the  territory  of  another  and  a  friendly 
power.  As  to  the  idea  of  all  nations  being  al- 
lies on  such  an  occasion,  the  gentleman  should 
recollect  that  there  are  no  allies  until  the  par- 
ties have  determiaed  to  make  war  together. 
All  nations  have  a  right  to  make  war;  but 
whether  they  will  actually  engage  in  it  is  a 
question  for  every  nation  to  determine  for  itself. 
The  argument  of  his  colleague  was,  therefore, 
Mr.  B.  said,  in  this  particular,  founded  on  a  pre- 
sumption which  did  not  exist.  Without  having 
referred  to  the  books  on  this  subject,  Mr.  B.  ex- 
pressed his  opiuion  to  be,  that  we  have  not  a 
right  to  enter  into  the  territory  of  any  neutral 
power  to  suppress  piracy,  at  least  untU  it  is  as- 
certained that  such  nation  has  consented  to  our 
doing  so.  Whatever  rule  we  apply,  it  ought  to 
be  recollected,  may  of  right  be  reciprocated 
upon  us ;  and  he  asked  the  gentleman  whether 
he  would  allow  any  foreign  power  to  land 
troops  on  our  shores,  or  march  through  our 
country,  on  the  plea  of  seeking  for  pirates? 
Mr.  B.  concluded  by  expressing  generally  his 
decided  objection  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Akohee,  of  Virginia,  objected  to  all  parts 
of  the  amendment.  He  objected  to  it  on  sev- 
eral grounds;  among  which,  one  was,  that  it 
proposed  in  effect  to  divest  Congress  and  to 
give  to  the  Executive  the  power  to  make  war. 
Nor  was  this  all.  No  nation,  though  having  just 
cause  of  war,  has  a  right  to  make  war,  until  the 
grounds  of  the  war  have  been  submitted  to  the 
adversary  power,  and  the  demand  for  repara- 
tion of  the  injury  has  been  found  unavailing. 
This  amendment,  however,  said  Mr.  A.,  goes  to 
give  the  Executive  the  power  to  make  war  in  a 
case,  in  which  even  we,  the  Eepresentatives  of 
the  people,  could  not  have  the  power.  From 
mere  wantonness,  or  volition  of  any  officer,  un- 
der the  amendment,  war  might  be  made  on  the 
territories  of  Spain  or  any  other  power.  There  is 
no  such  power  even  in  us,  said  he ;  no  such  power 
could  be  given  to  us  by  the  people  whom  we 
represent,  and  we  could  not  confer  such  a  pow- 
er. We  have  been  told,  by  recent  advices  from 
Europe,  that  application  has  been  made  by  the 
British  Government  to  that  of  Spain  for  the 
very  permission  to  pursue  the  pirates  which  is 
contemplated  by  this  amendment.  Now,  Mr. 
A.  put  it  to  this  House,  whether  it  woidd  not 
only  give  power  to  the  Executive  to  make  war 
upon  a  foreign  nation,  but  also  authority  to  de- 
pute that  power,  whether  it  would  do  so,  with- 
out any  necessity  whatever,  when  we  know  too 
that  permission  has  been  obtained  by  another 
power,  from  that  foreign  power,  to  pursue  the 
pirates  on  its  territory,  and  may  be  obtained  for 
this  Government  also,  if  desired.  The  amend- 
ment he  considered,  therefore,  to  be  not  only 
inconsistent  with  the  principles  of  public  law, 
but  with  the  necessity  in  which  we  are  placed 
at  this  time,  &o. 

Mr.  OoLDBN  said,  referring  to  Mr.  Eustis's 
suggestion,  that  as  he  understood  the  bill,  no 


power  was  proposed  to  be  communicated  by 
to  the  Executive  which  the  Executive  does  n 
possess — not  power  which  he  is  not  in  the  e 
ercise  of  as  an  authority  derived,  not  from  tl 
House,  but  from  the  law  of  nations.  Mr. 
adverted  to  the  phraseology  of  the  bUl:  t 
only  thing  which  looked  like  giving  power  w 
that  sentence  which  defines  the  purposes  f 
which  the  force  about  to  be  created  is  to ' 
employed.  Did  this  enlarge  the  powers  of  tl 
Executive  ?  Surely  not.  Whence  was  derivi 
the  power  which  was  now  exercised  by  theE 
ecntive  in  regard  to  piracy.  There  has  been  i 
law  passed  by  Congress  defining  piracy :  it 
under  the  law  of  nations  that  we  pursue  ai 
capture  pirates.  Under  this  law  it  is  not  nece 
sary  that  we  should  be  on  land  to  be  in  the  te 
ritory  of  another  power.  We  are  in  his  te 
ritory  when  within  the  limits  which  define  tl 
extent  of  his  jurisdiction  over  the  sea,  viz :  tl 
distance  of  cannon  shot  (or  three  mUes)  fro 
the  shore.  By  the  use  of  the  word  "ten 
tories,"  therefore,  no  power  was  intended  to  1 
given  by  this  bill.  The  President  will  exerci 
the  same  power,  after  the  passage  of  this  hi 
that  he  does  now,  and  to  the  same  degree,  ra 
der  the  law  of  nations.  Mr.  0.  then  direct( 
his  attention  to  the  amendment  which  was  no 
before  the  House.  It  proposed  to  extend  tl 
power  of  the  Executive  beyond  the  law  of  n 
tions,  and  would  be  so  far  nugatory.  Was 
possible  such  a  right  could  exist  as  was  the: 
assumed?  Our  own  feelings  tell  ns,  said  h 
that  this  right  can  be  no  part  of  the  law  of  n 
tions.  That  law  is  founded  on  the  commc 
feeling  and  the  common  consent  of  aU  manMnc 
and  it  would  be  at  once  acknowledged  on  refle 
tion,  that  there  could  be  no  common  feeling  ( 
common  consent  in  favor  of  such  a  provisio] 
Ton  cannot  pursue  a  pirate  on  the  inhabite 
territory  or  in  the  towns  or  fortifications  i 
another  power ;  but  stiU,  said  Mr.  C,  I  do  n( 
believe  the  law  of  nations  ties  up  the  hands  ( 
those  who  are  in  pursuit  of  these  common  de] 
redators,  so  that  the  moment  they  put  their  fo( 
on  the  territory  of  a  nation  in  amity  with  u 
we  must  cease  to  follow  them.  Whatever  : 
the  power  in  this  respect,  however,  the  Prei 
ident  now  possesses  it  under  the  law  of  nation; 
The  _  modification  of  the  amendment.  Mi".  ( 
considered  worse  than  the  original  amenc 
ment,  because,  by  that,  if  he  was  right,  an  ui 
just  limit  was  proposed  to  be  set  to  the  powc 
of  the  Executive ;  for  it  would  he  easily  cor 
ceived  that,  if  it  was  made  the  duty  of  th 
cruising  officer  to  ask  the  permission  there  re 
ferred  to,  there  would  be  no  such  thing  as  gi\ 
ing  effect  to  the  armament  about  to  be  fitte 
out.  Mr.  0.  supposed  cases  to  show,  withot 
theorizing,  its  practical  effect.  The  true  line  c 
right  in  this  case,  was  so  plain,  it  might  be  sai 
to  be  written  by  the  finger  of  God  on  the  heari 
of  men,  and  might  be  thus  rendered :  You  sha 
not  pursue  these  pirates  on  my  territory  wher 
I  have  a  force  sufficient  to  coi-reot  them ;  b 
doing  so,  you  violate  my  rights;  hut  when  th 
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depredator  flies  into  that  part  of  my  territory 
where  I  cannot  exercise  authority,  you  may 
pursue  him.  So  that,  if  the  pirates  land  on  one 
of  the  keys  in  the  West  Indies,  can  any  one 
doubt  our  right  to  pursue  them,  whoever  claims 
dominion  of  the  naked  soU?  The  simple  object 
of  this  biU  was,  to  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive the  means  of  executing  the  laws  of  na- 
tions with  regard  to  pirates,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  pass  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  did  not 
know  but  he  should  be  disposed  to  legislate  to 
the  utmost  verge  of  the  powers  of  this  House 
for  the  suppression  of  piracy ;  but  he  was  not 
perfectly  satisfied  what  that  verge  was,  or  that 
this  committee  was  at  this  moment  well  ad- 
vised of  it.  He  thought  himself  that  the  charac- 
ter of  the  country  was  concerned  in  the  passage 
of  any  legislative  act  which  may  in  itself  violate 
national  law.  He  did  not  say  that  any  propo- 
sition now  before  the  House  did  so.  He  was 
ready  to  vote  for  the  bill  as  it  stood ;  but  he 
thought  it  advisable  that  more  time  should  be 
taken  to  consider  its  provisions — that  it  might 
be  voted  upon  on  Monday  with  more  fixed  opin- 
ions than  gentlemen  appeared  now  to  entertain. 
The  law  of  nations,  he  said,  was  not  very  occult ; 
but  whilst  gentlemen  learned  in  the  law  had,  in 
this  debate,  differed  in  opinion  as  to  what  the 
law  is,  was  it  not  due  to  the  character  of  the 
House  and  the  nation  to  take  care,  whilst  legis- 
lating to  the  very  verge  of  its  powers,  they  did 
not  go  beyond  that  point.  He  proposed,  there- 
fore, that  the  committee  should  rise. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  House  in 
its  original  form  (as  given  in  the  beginning  of 
the  debate)  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

It  was  accordingly  read  a  third  time,  passed 
without  a  division,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the 
Senate  for  concurrence. 

Adjourned  to  Monday. 

Monday,  December  16. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Pennsylvania, 
Mr.  BtJOHAiTAN,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Lieutenant  Pierce. 
Mr.'  Fabeellt  submitted  the  following  mo- 
tion for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affiiirs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  making 
some  provision  for  the  support  of  the  widow  and  child 
of  Lieutenant  George  Pierce,  of  the  United  States 
Navy,  who  lately  died  of  the  yellow  fever,  contracted 
on  hoard  of  the  frigate  Macedonia,  when  in  the  ser- 
vice of  his  country. 

Mr.  Faeeellt  accompanied  this  motion  with 
a  few  observations.  It  was,  he  conceived,  of  a 
nature  analogous  to  that  adopted  the  other  day, 
proposing  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the 
mother  of  the  late  Lieutenant  Allen.  It  was 
true  he  said^  that  Lieutenant  Pierce  did  not 
fall  in  battle,  but  he  lost  his  life  in  the  service 
of  his  country,  pursuing  the  common  enemy  of 
all  nations  into  a  pestilential  climate.    Mr.  P. 


said  it  was  his  fortune  to  know  Lieutenant 
Pierce  when  on  service  at  Erie,  where  he  was 
distinguished  for  the  strictness  of  his  discipline, 
and  for  every  trait  which  distinguishes  a  gentle- 
man, which  endeared  him  to  all  who  knew 
him.  His  wife  (whom  he  married  at  Erie)  and 
his  child  were  now,  he  understood,  in  Virginia, 
without  even  means  of  returning  to  the  place 
of  her  nativity.  Mr.  P.  said  he  could  not  see 
any  thing  in  the  circumstances  of  this  case, 
which  made  the  duty  t(j^  provide  for  the  family 
of  the  deceased  less  incumbent  than  it  would 
have  been  had  he  fallen  by  the  hands  of  the 
robbers  whom  he  was  in  pursuit  of,  in  which 
case,  by  the  existing  provisions  of  our  laws,  his 
family  would  have  been  entitled  to  a  pension,  &c. 
The  question  was  taken,  without  further  de- 
bate, on  agreeing  to  the  resolution,  and  decided 
in  the  aflBrmative  by  a  small  majority — 57  votes 
to  54. 


TuESDAT,  December  IT. 
Reward  for  Capturing  Pirates, 
Mr.  OoLDEN"  presented  a  memorial  of  Lawrence 
Kearney,  commander  of  the  United  States  brig 
of  war  "  Enterprise,"  on  behalf  of  himself,  the 
officers,  and  crew,  of  said  brig,  setting  forth,  that, 
in  execution  of  the  orders  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, he  captured  in  the  month  of  October,  1821, 
five  piratical  vessels,  with  two  of  their  prizes ; 
that  he  destroyed  two  of  the  piratical  vessels, 
and  with  the  remaining  three  and  the  two  prizes 
arrived  in  the  port  of  Charleston,  in  South  Caro- 
lina, where  the  former  were  libelled  for  condeni- 
nation,  and  the  latter  for  salvage ;  that  the  con- 
demnation took  place,  and  the  claim  for  salvage 
was  allowed,  but  that  the  costs  of  prosecution 
were  so  enormous  as  to  amount  to  upwards  of 
seven  hundred  dollars  more  than  was  received 
for.  the  sale  of  the  pi-izes,  which  deficiency  he 
has  been  compelled  to  pay ;  and  that  the  costs 
of  prosecuting  the  claim  for  salvage  amount  to 
almost  as  much  as  the  proceeds  of  said  claim, 
leaving  but  a  small  balance  to  be  distributed 
among  his  crew  as  prize-money ;  that  the  mer- 
chandise libelled  for  salvage  paid  upwards  of 
nine  thousand  dollars  duties  into  the  Treasury, 
and  praying  that  such  part  of  said  duties  may  be 
refunded  as  will  make  a  reasonable  compensation 
to  himself,  his  officers,  and  crew,  for  the  risk  and 
trouble  theyhave  had  in  the  capture  aforesaid. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Resignation  of  Gen.  Samuel  Smith,  of  Md. 
The  Speaker  communicated  to  the  House  the 
following  letter,  to  wit : 

"Washington,  Dec.  17,  1822. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have 
been  appointed  a  Senator  to  represent  the  State  of 
Maryland  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  In 
consequence  do  resign  my  seat  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &o. 

S.  SMITH. 
Hon.  Philip  P.  Babbouk, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Reps. 
Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  do  lie  on  the 
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table,  and  that  the  Speaker  of  this  House  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Smith  to  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Maryland. 

Diaiuraement  of  Public  Money. 

The  engrossed  bill  "  concerning  the  disburse- 
ment of  public  moneys,"  (forbidding  advances  on 
contracts,)  was  read  a  third  time ;  and  the  ques- 
tion being  " Shall  the  bill  pass?" 

Mr.  Newton,  of  Virginia,  said  he  was  opposed 
to  the  bill,  for  reasons  which  he  would  briefly 
state.  The  present  system  had  been  in  opera- 
tion for  two  and  thirty  years,  and  had  been 
amended,  from  time  to  time,  until  it  had  been 
made  such  as  to  compel  those  who  had  the  dis- 
bursement of  public  money  to  account  for  it 
promptly.  He  believed,  he  said,  notwithstanding 
a  considerable  noise  had  been  made  about  the 
loss  of  public  money  in  its  collection  and  dis- 
bursement, it  would  be  found,  when  the  subject 
was  faii'ly  considered,  and  all  the  facts  fully 
known,  that  the  total  amount  of  losses,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  Government,  would  not 
amount  to  more  than  about  two  millions  and  a 
half  of  dollars.  In  the  port  of  Few  York,  in 
which  most  of  the  duties  on  imports  were  col- 
lected, he  did  not  know  that  the  total  loss  would 
amount  to  $600,000.  Mr.  N.  was  satisfied,  he 
said,  that  the  Government  is  going  on  extremely 
well ;  that  the  accounting  officers  are  extremely 
vigilant  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty ;  that  all 
those  into  whose  hands  the  public  money  goes, 
are  called  strictly  to  account  for  its  expenditure. 
Why,  then,  he  asked,  pass  new  laws  upon  the 
subject?  Things  are  going  on  very  well;  let 
us  be  satisfied  with  them  as  they  are.  Mr.  N. 
said  he  believed  that  the  greatest  curse  which 
could  befall  a  republican  people  was  the  multi- 
plication of  unnecessary  laws.  Besides  this  gene- 
ral objection,  however,  he  had  other  serious  ob- 
jections to  this  bill.  The  biU  provides  that  no 
money  shall  be  advanced  to  contractors  but  for 
articles  furnished,  the  value  of  which  shall  be 
ascertained,  and  for  services  actually  rendered. 
Then  comes  a  proviso,  authorizing  the  oflScers 
of  Government  to  make  advances  when  they 
think  them  necessary  to  the  public  service.  Thus, 
Mr.  N.  said,  the  proviso  neutralizes  the  enact- 
ment of  the  biU,  and  leaves  things  exactly  as 
they  now  are.  But  suppose  it  does  not  leave 
things  as  they  are.  By  excluding  advances  you 
put  an  end  at  once  to  competition,  by  which  the 
public  interest  is  so  much  consulted.  Your  most 
valuable  citizens  are  at  once  excluded  from  en- 
gaging in  the  business  of  supply  for  the  public 
service.  The  wealth  of  the  mechanics  of  the 
United  States,  Mr.  N.  said,  consists  in  their  hon- 
esty and  their  enterprise ;  they  have  no  other 
capital.  They  cannot  make  contracts,  if  you  for- 
bid advances  to  them.  By  doing  so,  you  throw 
the  business  of  contracts  into  the  hands  of  a  few 
men  who  have  capital,  and  who  will  make  the 
Government  pay  as  high  as  possible  for  that 
they  furnish.  So  far  from  producing  the  delight- 
ful system  of  economy  which  the  supporters  of 
the  bill  imagine,  it  will  produce  the  opposite 


efiect,  of  prodigality,  and,  in  addition,  vi 
proscription  of  a  large  class  of  our  fell( 
zens.  This,  however,  was  not  his  only  ol 
to  the  bill.  This  House,  he  said,  was  the 
Inquest  of  the  nation,  whose  business  it 
arrest  and  punish  usurpations  of  powe; 
the  House -was  about  itself  to  usurp  po 
dismissing  persons  from  public  offices 
(on  their  failure  periodically  to  settle  tl 
counts,  &o.)  This,  Mr.  N.  said,  was  an  Ex 
power ;  it  was  one  of  the  prerogatives 
President.  If  he  do  not  do  his  duty  in  re 
from  offlice  those  who  may  neglect  their  d 
is  amenable  to  this  House  for  his  misoi 
For  these,  and  other  reasdns,  which  he 
not  fatigue  the  House  by  stating,  Mr.  N.  b 
that  the  bill  was  unnecessary  and  ought 
pass,  and  should  give  it  his  decided  nega 
Mr.  Babsett  said  that  to  the  whole  of 
jections  adduced  by  his  colleague  to  this 
would  be  a  sufficient  answer,  j^erhaps,  t 
present  practice  in  the  Government  appr 
as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  system  prop( 
this  bill.  If  his  arguments,  therefore,  we 
founded,  they  formed  no  objection  to  tl 
inasmuch  as,  that  what  was  now  practice 
Government  could  not  be  worse  il  it  wer 
law.  Mr.  B.  referred  to  the  letter  from  t 
retary  of  War,  yesterday  read  to  the  Hous 
which  it  appeared  that  that  Departmt 
found  it  necessary  to  bring  the  public  b 
as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  system  propt 
this  bill.  Mr.  B.  had  further  underst 
conversation  with  the  Secretary  of  War, 
was  desirable  that  the  system  now  esta 
in  practice  should  be  fixed  and  made  pen 
by  a  legislative  act ;  because  every  new 
coming  into  the  Government,  unappris« 
unacquainted  with  the  difficulties  of  tl 
which  he  would  have  to  encounter  und 
former  system  of  advances,  &c.,  was  t 
before  he  knew  it,  into  the  very  vortex  ol 
Was  not  this,  Mr.  B.  asked,  a  demonstra 
gument  in  favor  of  this  biU  and  against  1 
league  ?  Mr.  B.  quoted  the  late  Message 
President,  to  show  the  quantities  of 
money  which  were  at  one  time  in  the  hs 
public  agents.  Are  the  moneys  of  the  c( 
said  he,  to  be  thus  thrown  abroad,  subje 
to  the  accountability  of  individuals?  'W 
necessary  ?  Could  not  Government  be  si 
ed  but  on  principles  fraught  with  dest 
to  the  public  interest?  And  if  there  be 
dividual  who  is  benefited  by  profligacy 
public  expenditure,  is  that  a  reason  w 
bill  should  not  pass?  Mr.  B.  said  he  ki 
colleague  too  well  to  suppose  that  he, 
support  the  principle  that  any  individua] 
Government,  let  his  situation  be  what  it 
to  be  sustained  at  the  public  expense, 
defended  the  bUl  from  the  charge  of  pai 
The  causes  of  discrimination  between  ] 
seeking  contracts  are,  said  Mr.  B:,  beyc 
control.  Did  the  gentleman  suppose  th 
ernment  was  to  make  contracts  with  ] 
who  are  paupers,  and  put  large  sums  inl 
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hands,  relying  upon  their  accountability  ?  The 
gentleman  would  be  himself  one  of  the  first  to 
blame  the  Government  for  doing  so.  This  bill, 
besides,  Mr.  B.  said,  wonld  save  the  public 
money  from  being  lost,  and,  from  what  appeared 
from  the  President's  Message,  it  was  high  time 
some  steps  were  taken  to  prevent  further  dilap- 
idation of  the  public  money.  Mr.  B.  took  fur- 
ther views  of  the  subject,  of  the  same  import 
with  the  preceding.  He  particularly  denied 
that  the  bill  bore  on  the  less  wealthy  more 
severely  than  on  others,  inasmuch  as  their  con- 
tracts, he  urged,  would  give  them  credit  for  as 
much  money  as  was  necessary  to  enable  them 
to  comply  with  them.  And  with  regard  to 
usm-pation,  which  had  been  charged  upon  the 
bill,  Mr.  B.  said  he  had  supposed  the  very  es- 
sence of  legislation  to  be  to  lay  down  general 
rules  under  which  those  who  perform  the  Ex- 
ecutive functions  are  to  act.  If  the  Legislature 
were  cut  off  from  this  authority,  the  Executive 
was  supreme  as  to  every  thing  relating  to  public 
ofiioes,  and  no  act  of  Congress  could  affect  him, 
which  was  a  doctrine  which  he  presumed  the 
House,  would  not  sustain,  &c. 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  and  it  was  passed  by  a  large  majority, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

Georgia  and  the  United  States. 
'  The  House,  then,  according  to  the  order  of 
the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  resolutions  respecting  the  articles 
of  cession  and  agreement  between  the  United 
States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  as  affected  by 
the  Creek  and  Cherokee  treaties. 

The  resolutions  are  in  the  following  words : 

Resolved  hy  the  Senate  and  Eovse  of  Bepresentalives 
of  the  United  States  of  America^  in  Congress  assemr- 
bled,  That  so  nraoh  of  the  above  treaties  as  pretends 
to  grant  to  the  Indians  fee-simple  titles  to  lands  with- 
in the  limits  of  Georgia,  is  a  violation  of  the  sover- 
eign rights  of  that  State. 

2.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  treaties  as 
purports  to  grant  to  the  Indians  the  right  of  citizen- 
ship, is  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  Congress. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  sum  of be  appropriated 

for  the  purpose  of  holding  treaties  with  the  Creek 
and  Cherokee  Indians,  for  the  extinguishment  of 
their  titles  to  lands  •within  the  limits  of  Georgia. 

4.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  treaty,  made 
the  27th  of  February,  1819,  as  directs  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  public  lands  to  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  to 
be  vested  in  some  public  stock,  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  be  disposed  of  by  him  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Cherokee  Indians,  does  not  accord 
with  the  general  policy  of  this  Government,  and  the 
power  of  Congress  over  the  public  property  in  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Tattstali,,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  first  three  of  these  resolutions,  and  insert  in 
lien  thereof  the  following  : 

1.  Resolved  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Vnited  States  of  America,  in  Congress  as- 
sembled. That  so  much  of  the  several  treaties,  made 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Creek  and  Chero- 


kee Indians,  as  provides  for  reserves  to  the  Indians, 
of  lands  in  fee  simple,  within  the  territory  ceded  to 
Georgia,  is  calculated  to  interfere  with  the  sovereign 
rights  of  that  State,  and  is  in  direct  violation  of  the 
*'  articles  of  agreement  and  cession  between  the 
United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,"  concluded 
on  the  24th  of  April,  1802. 

2.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  and  proper  that 
an  appropriation  be  made  by  Congress,  of  a  sum, 
adec^uate  to  the  extinction  of  the  Indian  title,  to  the 
"  reserves "  embraced  within  the  treaties  above  re- 
ferred to.  ♦ 

Mr.  Tattnall  said  it  was  not  his  intention, 
nor  did  he  believe  it  was  that  of  his  colleagues, 
to  detain  the  attention  of  this  House  by  remarks 
upon  this  subject.  It  had  been  s6  fully  discuss- 
ed at  the  last  session  by  one  of  his  colleagues, 
and  the  views  which  he  had  taken  of  it  had  been 
so  decidedly  supported  by  the  vote  of  this  House 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  refer- 
red to  in  the  third  resolution,  he  should  say  no 
more  on  the  subject  now,  than  that  the  resolu- 
tions now  submitted  were  a  mere  modification 
of  those  for  which  he  proposed  to  substitute 
them.  The  only  subject  involved  was  that  of 
the  lands  reserved  to  the  Indians  in  fee  simple. 
It  would  be  remembered  by  all,  that,  by  the 
articles  of  cession  and  agreement  of  1802,  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Georgia,  it  became 
obligatory  on  the  United  States  to  extinguish 
the  fee  simple,  as  well  as  the  national  rights  of 
the  Indians.  Through  the  inadvertence  of  those 
who  were  authorized  to  make  the  treaties  in 
question,  or  from  some  other  cause,  among  other 
provisions,  certain  reserves  in  fee  simple  were 
made  to  particular  Indians.  The  consequence 
of  this  was,  a  state  of  things  perfectly  unparal- 
leled. For  it  was  a  fact  that  it  was  now  a 
question  agitated  in  the  courts  of  Georgia 
whether  there  existed  over  those  reservations, 
at  this  moment,  any  national  jurisdiction  what- 
soever. According  to  his  view  of  the  matter,  Mr. 
T.  said,  these  spots  are  not  at  present  subject  to 
any  national  jurisdiction  whatsoever.  These 
resolutions  called  upon  the  House  simply  to  en- 
force the  agreement  between  the  United  States 
and  Georgia — to  recognize  the  principle  that  an 
appropriation  ought  to  be  made  for  this  purpose. 
The  amount  of  it  would  be  a  matter  to  be  settled 
by  the  Committee  of  "Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Wood  professed  himself  to  be  in  want  of 
some  further  information  than  he  now  had  on 
this  subject.  He  wished  to  know  what  was  the 
amount  involved  in  these  reservations,  &c.  He 
suggested,  also,  that,  as  the  first  resolution  was 
merely  an  abstract  declaration,  which  could 
have  no  legal  effect,  it  was  calculated  to  embar- 
rass the  House  without  any  correspondent  ad- 
vantage to  the  State  of  Georgia,  &c.'  Mr.  W. 
concluded  by  moving,  in  order  to  allow  further 
time  to  examine  the  subject,  that  the  committee 
now  rise  and  have  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Tattnall  said  he  was  not  tenacious  as  to 
the  first  resolution.  But,  when  money  was 
asked  to  be  appropriated,  there  appeared  to  be 
a  propriety  in  stating  the  grounds  of  the  appro- 


392 


ABKIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  OP  K.] 


Occupation  of  ColunAia  River. 


[Decbmbeb,  ] 


priation.  But,  said  he,  give  us  the  money,  if 
the  House  choose,  and  we  -will  relinquish  the 
declaration.  Give  us  justice,  and  we  care 
nothing  about  resolutions.  Mr.  T.  said  he  had 
no  objection  to  giving  further  time  for  consid- 
eration, being  well  assured  that,  when  well 
understood,  these  resolutions  would  not  meet 
with  the  least  objection. 

The  committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again  upon  the  subject. 

The  biU  to  authorize  certain  persons  in  Mis- 
souri to  try  the  titles  to  their  lands,  was  next  in 
order,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  was  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  of  Public  Lands. 

Occupation  of  Columbia  Eiver. 

The  next  bUl  in  order  was  the  biU  to  provide 
for  the  occupation  of  the  mouth  of  the  Colum- 
bia River,  and  the  House  went  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  subject. 

The  bUl  having  been  gone  through — 

Mr.  FtoTD,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  said  that 
after  the  labor  which  had  been  bestowed  upon 
this  subject  by  the  Committee  on  the  Occupation 
of  the  Columbia  River,  and  the  long  report 
which  they  had  presented  to  the  House,  it  could 
not  be  expected  that  he  should  say  much  that 
was  new  or  interesting  in  support  of  the  bill : 
all  that  he  desired  was  to  claim  the  indulgence 
of  the  House  for  a  short  time,  until  he  offered  a 
few  facts  which  were  in  his  possession,  and  such 
reflections  as  had  presented  themselves  in  sup- 
port of  the  measure. 

I  know,  said  Mr.  F.,  that  much  has  been  said 
relative  to  the  occupation  of  the  Columbia,  or 
Oregon,  and  that  the  measure  has  been  by  some 
called  fanciful,  and  I  a  bold  projector ;  against 
which  in  the  outset  I  must  protest,  as  I  have 
always  conceived  persons  of  that  character  to 
be  often  governed  by  motives  other  than  the 
good  of  their  country,  though  the  nation  may 
sometimes  even  be  benefited  by  them.  I  hope, 
however,  to  show  in  this  that  benefits  will  result 
to  the  public;  and  at  most  it  is  only  acting 
promptly,  nnder  precisely  the  same  principle 
which  has  directed  the  progress  of  population 
from  the  moment  the  English  first  landed  in 
Virginia,  until  it  has  penetrated  far  into  the 
bosom  of  the  forest.  I  will,  in  the  first  place, 
notice  its  course. 

The  first  charter  granted  to  Virginia,  by  King 
James  the  First  of  England,  bears  date  the  10th 
of  April,  1606,  which  limits  the  settlements  to 
one  hundred  miles.  In  his  subsequent  chai-ters 
the  boundai'y  is  extended.  But,  some  time  af- 
ter that,  the  authority  of  the  crown  was  used 
to  prevent  any  settlement  west  of  the  Alle- 
ghany mountain  ;  which  proved  to  be  altogether 
a  fruitless  attempt,  as  (to  use  the  words  of  the 
celebrated  Voltaire)  "  the  ball  of  empire  was 
rolling  to  the  "West ;  "  no  power  of  government 
could  resist  its  progress. 

Tennessee,  I  believe,  was  settled  contrary  to 
the  command  of  Government;  and  Governor 
Sevier,  a  gentleman  of  great  enterprise,  high 
integrity  and  honor,  was  even  outlawed  for 


having  the  temerity  to  go  beyond  the  limiti 
signed  to  the  people  by  their  Government, 
not  profess  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  his 
of  that  State,  but  I  see  enough  of  her  intelli 
members  to  correct  me  if  I  am  in  an  error. 

Kentucky,  it  is  true,  was  afterwards  se1 
by  Virginia,  but  her  citizens  occupied  the  c^ 
try  at  their  own  hazard,  maintained  it  by  t 
own  wars,  and  brought  it  to  its  present  sta( 
grandeur  and  improvement.  A  more  re 
example  is  afforded  us  in  the  settlemen 
Boon's  Lick — the  finest,  fairest,  and  most 
tile  part  of  the  State  of  Missouri.  Indivi 
enterprise  sought  that  country,  and  occupi* 
contrary  to  the  wishes  and  authority  of 
Government.  Of  this  fact  I  have  not  the  pi 
but  have  not  heard  the  charge  denied.  Th 
is  with  those  who  hold  authority,  whether 
publican.  Imperial,  or  Royal ;  all  take  i 
themselves  the  exclusive  privilege  of  thin] 
for  the  people ;  of  checking  the  progresi 
population  in  one  direction,  and  fixing  bou: 
ries  to  it  in  another,  beyond  which  they  are 
permitted  to  pass ; — all  must  quadrate  with 
Executive  notion  of  military  defence.  This 
position  of  Government  checked,  but  the  i 
rolled  slowly  onward — "  the  ball  of  empire 
indeed  "  rolling  to  the  "West." 

In  the  year  1755  the  population  of  Virg 
had  spread  three  hundred  miles  into  the  intt 
of  the  country,  comprising  a  period  of  one  ] 
dred  and  forty-nine  years.  From  the  year  ] 
to  the  year  1779,  owing  perhaps  to  the  war 
great  change  was  visible  in  the  western  f 
tier.  At  this  period  the  western  country 
gan  to  be  inhabited;  and  down  to  the  ; 
1822,  comprising  a  period  of  forty-three  ye 
we  find  that  the  population  has  spread  over 
country  to  the  distance  of  one  thousand 
forty-one  mUes.  The  war  of  the  Revolu 
put  power  into  the  hands  of  the  people ;  1 
were  not  disposed  to  be  kept  cramped  on  st( 
soil,  because  the  military  aspect  of  the  com 
would  better  please  the  notions  of  their 
pressors.  Every  man  had  a  right,  by  our  p 
ciples,  to  "seek  his  own  happiness  in  his  i 
way ; "  and  the  mandates  which  would  1 
kept  Boon's  Lick  a  wilderness  were  disreg 
ed.  This  short  space  of  time  is  less  than 
hfe  of  many  individuals  in  this  House.  Th 
not  "  a  tale  of  the  times  of  old ;  "  it  has  ta 
place  in  our  own  day.  There  are  strong  pr 
that  the  people  perceive  their  own  interests] 
before  the  Government  can  be  prevailed  u 
to  relinquish  to  them  the  privilege  of  acting 

The  settlement  on  the  Oregon,  as  cont 
plated  by  this  bUl,  connecting  the  trade  of 
river  and  coast  with  the  Missouri  and  the  Mi 
sippi,  is  to  open  a  mme  of  wealth  to  the  s 
ping  interests  and  the  western  country, 
passing  the  hopes  even  of  avarice  itself, 
consists  principally  of  things  which  wiU 
chase  the  manufactures  and  products  of  C^ 
at  a  better  profit  than  gold  and  silver ;  an 
that  attention  is  bestowed  upon  the  countr 
which  its  value  and  position  entitle  it,  it 
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yield  a  profit,  producing  more  wealth  to  the 
nation  than  all  the  shipments  which  have  ever 
in  any  one  year  been  made  to  Canton  from  the 
United  States. 

These  three  magnificent  rivers  water  a  tract 
of  country  where  the  best  furs  in  America  are 
taken,  of  three  thousand  miles  in  extent,  spread- 
ing ft'om  the  forty-second  to  the  forty-ninth  de- 
gree of  north  latitude.  But  as  the  convention 
of  London,  entered  into  on  the  20th  October, 
1818,  does  not  extend  beyond  the  Eooky  moun- 
tain, the  claim  of  the  United  States  is  believed 
to  be  much  broader  on  that  side,  comprehend- 
ing the  most  valuable  copper  mines  on  the  Con- 
tinent— so  pure  that  the  natives  form  their 
utensils  and  their  ornaments  of  it  without  dif- 
ficulty, and  it  is  to  be  had  in  profuse  abun- 
dance. 

Most  of  the  hunting  ground  on  the  Missouri 
has  been  for  a  long  time  in  the  hands  of  the 
British  traders ;  and,  until  within  a  few  years, 
that  of  the  Mississippi  was  in  the  same  condi- 
tion, and  so  entirely  have  they  been  convinced 
of  its  importance  that  no  expedient  was  left 
untried  to  secure  the  prize.  They  have  ad- 
vanced far  into  the  interior,  to  make  their  es- 
tablishment, and  resorted  to  every  means  in 
their  power  to  impress  the  Indians  with  unfa- 
vorable opinions  in  relation  to  the  United 
States,  which  the  paltry  peddling  factory  sys- 
tem, with  all  its  knavery,  was  weU  calculated  to 
fix  on  their  minds.  Under  all  the  disadvan- 
tages which  the  American  trader  had  to  labor, 
encountering  the  hostility  of  the  English,  and 
stiU  greater  hostility  of  our  factory  system, 
there  was  produced  from  the  Mississippi  trade 
with  the  Indians,  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  annually ;  and  from  the  Mis- 
souri below  tlie  Mandan  villages,  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars  a  year. 
The  capital  which  produced  this  result  was 
small,  and  composed  of  things  of  little  value : 
by  opening,  too,  a  trade  far  into  the  interior, 
conducted  by  enterprising  individuals,  you  pro- 
duce a  corresponding  influence,  which  will 
strongly  tend  to  preserve  the  peace  and  good 
understanding  which  now  exists  with  the  In- 
dians. They  are  a  proud,  high-spirited  people ; 
when  once  deceived  are  rarely  reconciled ;  but 
as  the  trader's  safety,  his  life,  and  his  hope  of 
gain,  and  prospect  of  success,  depends  upon  his 
influence  with  them,  and  the  existence  and  con- 
tinuance of  peace,  you  have  the  strongest  pos- 
sible assurance  from  him,  to  cultivate  a  good 
understanding  with  them :  and  in  this  way  you 
will  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers  more  ef- 
fectually than  by  all  the  laws  you  can  pass.  In 
war  the  trader  is  always  plundered,  and  mur- 
dered :  the  more  wealth  he  has,  the  less  his 
chance  of  escape. 

I  will,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  this  place,  take  some 
notice  of  the  value  of  this  trade  in  the  hands 
of  the  English,  when  it  has  been  encouraged 
and  attended  to — what  a  contrast!  with  the 
finest  rivers  in  America,  and  almost  all  the  fur 
districts,  we  have  reaped  but  a  scanty  benefit 


from  a  trade,  capable  of  enriching  an  empire. 
"Whilst  ours  has  yielded  ns  only  three  hun- 
dred and  seventy  thousand  dollars  annually; 
theirs  has  amounted  to  millions  for  export.  In 
the  year- 1803,  there  were  exported  from  Que- 
bec alone,  the  skins  of  650,729  quadrupeds, 
93,778  of  which  were  of  the  beaver.  A  re- 
spectable and  intelligent  hatter  of  Washington 
City  gives  the  following  as  the  price  here :  Bea- 
ver, first  quality,  $5  to  $6  per  pound ;  a  skin 
will  weigh  from  threeTfourths  of  a  pound,  to 
one  pound  and  a  half;  muskrats,  from  45  to  55 
cents  per  skin ;  raccoons  65  cents  per  skin.  For 
the  year  1820,  I  have  only  the  notice  taken  of 
the  trade  of  Canada  by  a  New  York  paper ;  it 
bears  all  the  marks  of  an  official  document,  and, 
I  think,  may  be  safely  relied  upon.  It  makes 
this  statement:  Notwithstanding  the  general 
depression  of  trade,  the  commerce  of  Lower 
Canada  seems  to  be  prosperous,  and,  from  a  list 
of  exports  and  imports  for  the  year  1820,  we 
conclude  the  colony  is  gradually  becoming  a 
very  important  and  valuable  addition  to  the 
British  Crown.  In  the  last  year  585  vessels, 
147,754  tons,  and  6,767  men,  entered  the  port 
of  Quebec,  bringing  wine  and  spirituous  liq- 
uors, sugar,  cofiee,  and  tobacco,  with  other  ar- 
ticles, amounting  to  1,165,993  pounds,  Halifax 
currency,  four  dollars  to  the  pound :  exporting 
timber  of  all  kinds,  ashes,  grain,  fish-oil,  furs, 
peltries,  &c.,  to  the  amount  of  £790,521,  exclu- 
sive of  the  furs  and  peltries,  which  is  estimated 
at  one  million  of  dollai's.  This  year  there  were 
exported  106,517  martin  skins,  57,192  beaver, 
36,115  muskrat,  with  various  other  skins,  be- 
sides casks  and  kegs  of  castorum.  For  the 
year  1821,  I  hold  in  my  hand  an  ofiicial  state- 
ment of  the  imports  and  exports  of  Quebec. 
In  that  year  there  were  exported  the  skins  of 
164,330  quadrupeds,  of  which  there  were 
75,562  martins,  which,  I  am  informed,  were 
worth  at  a  low  estimate,  $188,305 ;  there  were 
also  56,080  beaver  skins.  For  this  official  pa- 
per, I  am  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  a  gentle- 
man whose  integrity,  personal  worth,  and  sound 
understanding,  are  well  known  to  this  House, 
of  which  he  was  lately  a  member.  I  allude  to 
Mr.  Ezra  Meech,  of  Shelburn.  In  his  letter  to 
me,  of  the  20th  of  January,  1822,  he  makes 
this  statement :  "  The  exports  of  fm-s  is  about 
one-half  less  in  1821  than  in  1820.  Since  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  the  Northwest 
have  united,  the  furs  are  mostly  exported  from 
Hudson's  Bay ;  in  future  nearly  the  whole  will 
go  from  that  place.  The  furs  cannot  be  calcu- 
lated at  less,  from  both  places,  than  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars  annually." 

How  valuable,  then,  must  that  trade  be,  which 
can  export  to  the  amount  of  two  millions  of 
dollars,  after  supplying  all  the  demands  at  home, 
which,  from  the  habits  of  the  people  and  the 
length  and  severity  of  their  winters,  we  must 
suppose  to  be  very  great ! 

There  is,  in  contemplating  this  trade,  some- 
thing to  encourage  us,  but  much  to  humble  our 
boasted  spirit  of  enterprise.    We  have  no  ex- 
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ports  from  these  rivers  worth  reoiirring  to,  and 
the  supply  is  but  small  in  amount  for  home 
consumption.  Whilst  we  might  trade  through 
long,  deep  rivers  without  interruption  or  difiicul- 
ty,  from  St.  Louis  to  the  mouth  of  the  Oregon, 
or  Columbia,  the  British  take  their  goods  with 
difficulty  through  more  than  sixty  lakes,  and 
numerous  rivers.  Their  means  of  transporta- 
tion are  bark  canoes :  the  rivers  through  which 
they  pass  are  interrupted  in  at  least  a  hundred 
places  by  falls  and  rapids,  and  over  one  hundred 
and  thirty  places  the  trader  has  to  carry  both 
his  canoe  and  cargo  on  his  back.  Moreover,  it 
is  three  years  before  their  complete  circle  of 
trade  can  be  made : .  whereas,  in  the  United 
States,  the  results  occur  from  the  May  of  one 
year  untU  the  September  of  the  year  following. 
Yet  do  we  wonder  at  their  wealth,  and  pause 
at  fancied  difficulties.  This  is  the  trade  I  would 
turn  to  the  Oregon,  and  from  the  mouth  of  that 
river  make  the  shipments,  and  return  with  the 
rich  exchange  to  our  Atlantic  cities,  and  save 
much  of  the  gold  and  silver  which  is  now  sink- 
ing in  Asia — according  to  the  opinion  of  some, 
never  to  return. 

I  think,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  shall  presently  be 
able  to  show  that,  were  this  trade  cherished, 
and  pursued  in  connection  with  our  whale  fish- 
eries, we  could  purchase  the  whole  supplies  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  Canton  market,  with- 
out carrying  one  dollar  out  of  the  country. 
Other  benefits  would  be  gained  as  important  to 
the  republic  as  the  trade  itself.  This  would 
become  the  school  in  which  to  bring  up  our 
seamen ;  and  every  voyage  would  add  many  to 
the  list  of  sailors,  ready,  in  war,  to  defend  the 
rights  of  the  nation :  a  single  voyage  into  those 
seas  would  be  sufficient  to  make  them  seamen ; 
and,  in  any  future  emergency,  they  would  sup- 
port the  well-earned  character  of  the  navy.  It 
was  these  hardy  sons  of  the  sea,  who  had  been 
nursed  in  the  fisheries  and  the  whale  trade,  who 
first,  during  the  late  war,  shed  a  blaze  of  glory 
over  the  arms  of  this  nation,  and  taught  the 
British  lion  to  crouch  to  the  banners  of  the  re- 
public. 

The  principal  part  of  the  whale  ships  are 
owned  in  New  Bedford  and  Nantucket ;  and  in 
point  of  real  value,  is  second  alone  to  the  fur 
trade.  Here  there  is  some  capital  vested  in  the 
purchase  of  a  ship,  which  is  often  from  three 
to  five  hundred  tons  burden,  and  of  the  best 
workmanship ;  the  active  capital  is  the  labor  of 
the  hands  in  taking  the  whale,  with  the  profit 
they  make  on  articles  of  hardware,  which  is 
taken  on  board  to  trade  with  the  Indians  on 
our  western  coast;  the  return  is  great,  and 
ought  to  be  considered  created  rather  than  the 
gain  of  commerce. 

Formerly,  the  finest  whales  were  taken  on 
the  coast  of  South  America ;  but  now,  the  fish- 
ing ground  is  ofi'  the  Columbia  River.  At  that 
point,  and  northward,  is  likewise  the  place  most 
resorted  to  for  taking  the  sea  otter,  which  is 
here  most  abundant,  and  of  the  finest  kind. 
These  enterprising  seamen  observed,  with  the 


eyes  of  a  lynx,  all  the  avenues  to  gain,  and 
found  a  profit  in  cutting  timber  on  the  Co 
bia  Eiver,  and  shipping  it  to  Chili  and  I 
This  trade,  at  no  distant  day,  is  destined  to 
ploy  many  individuals,  and  to  contribute  lar 
to  the  wealth  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon. 

In  order  to  give  as  short  and  hasty  a  sk 
of  the  whale  trade  as  possible,  as  it  has  1 
pursued  for  some  years  on  that  coast,  I  will 
recur  to  the  voyages  made  in  the  years  1819 
1820 :  the  lateness  of  the  hour  will  induce 
to  be  brief. 

From  New  Bedford  there  sailed  this  yeai 
teen  ships,  seven  brigs,  and  one  sloop;  i 
numbered  five  thousand  one  hundred 
eighty-four  tons,  and  were  navigated  by 
hundred  and  sixteen  seamen.  One  cargc 
sperm  oil,  in  this  year,  amounted  to  two  tl 
sand  three  hundred  and  sixty-four  ban 
whale  oil  was  also  brought  in  to  the  amoun 
one  thousand  and  seventy-two  barrels,  sp 
seven  hundred  and  thirty -three,  in  another. 
From  Nantucket,  there  went  out  this  ; 
seventy-five  ships,  amounting  to  eighteen  tl 
sand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-five  tons,  n 
gated  by  one  thousand  three  hundred  and 
teen  seamen ;  seven  brigs,  amountiiig  to  ] 
hundred  and  eighty-nine  tons,  having  on  b( 
one  hundred  and  three  seamen ;  two  school 
measuring  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  t 
with  twenty-eight  seamen;  and  one  sloop 
eighty-two  tons,  with  fourteen  seamen ; — n 
ing  eighty-five  vessels,  twenty  thousand 
hundred  and  twenty-six  tons,  and  one  thous 
four  hundred  and  sixty  seamen.  Other  vesi 
I  am  informed,  have  every  year  been  addec 
the  number  of  those  engaged  in  that  tr 
One  brig  and  five  ships,  the  year  following, 
lowed  to  the  Pacific,  navigated  by  one  hunc 
and  fourteen  seamen ;  and  we  sometimes  fit 
vessel  out  in  this  trade  three  years,  before 
returns.  Why  is  it  not  cherished  ?  What 
be  better  calculated  to  produce  seamen  ? 

From  a  memorandum  which  I  hold  in 
hand,  presented  to  me  by  a  member  of  the 
Congress,  it  appears  that  Nantucket  is  belie 
to  be  interested  in  this  trade,  to  the  amouni 
four  millions  of  dollars,  and  New  Bedford  1 
millions  of  dollars.  This  trade,  it  will  be 
raembered,  employs  more  tonnage,  and  a  m 
greater  number  of  seamen,  than  the  Can 
trade,  which  has  been  so  prized  by  the  i 
merchant. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  take  some  no 
of  the  China  market,  where  we  procure  mi 
of  our  supplies.  It  has  been  severely  remai' 
upon,  throughout  the  country,  more  pai-t; 
larly  by  those  engaged  in  the  European  tn 
and  even  in  this  House,  no  very  favorable 
pressions  of  it,  at  one  time,  existed.  But,  fi 
aught  I  can  see,  it  is  a  trade  rather  to  be  cl 
ished  than  deprecated ;  and  if  it  has  not  yiel 
us  all  vre  wanted,  it  has  been  owing  to 
manner  in  which  we  ourselves  have  carrie 
on.  I  hope  the  House  wiU  indulge  me  a  si 
time,  that  I  may  take  some  notice  of  the  di 
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ment  furnished  by  the  agent  of  the  United 
States,  at  Canton,  to  this  Government ;  it  is 
ofBciai. 

It  appears  from  this  paper,  that  the  trade  of 
China  has  fluctuated  very  considerably,  from 
the  season  of  1804-'5,  to  the  present  time,  ow- 
ing, no  doubt,  to  the  various  causes  which  have 
influenced  this  Government  during  that  period. 
In  the  course  of  that  year,  there  were  thirty- 
four  vessels,  which  made  up  the  sum  of  10,159 
tons ;  they  carried,  in  specie,  $2,902,000,  yet 
the  total  amount  of  value  that  year  entered  in 
Canton,  was  $5,555,818;  the  whole  of  which, 
exclusive  of  the  specie,  and  excepting  also 
$1,080  in  ginseng,  was  furs,  seal  skins,  ebony 
and  sandal  wood,  making  their  value  amount  to 
$2,653,638.  In  the  season  1805-'6,  the  result 
is  different — forty-two  vessels  entered  that  year, 
making  the  number  of  tons  12,480,  carrying 
$4,176,000.  The  total  value  of  the  trade  was, 
that  year,  $5,326,358,  which  was  produced  by 
the  furs,  seal  skins,  sandal  wood,  and  ebony; 
making  the  amount  $1,176,358 ;  but  in  this 
must  be  reckoned  1,334  peculs  of  gfnseng,  102 
of  opium,  48  of  quicksilver,  140  of  lead,  346 
of  iron,  and  600  of  copper.  There  were  that 
year  sent  17,445  sea-otter  skins,  and  140,297 
seal  skins.  In  the  season  of  1806-7,  there 
were  entered  at  that  port,  thirty-seven  vessels, 
making  11,268  tons.  They  had  on  board 
$2,895,000.  The  total  value  of  trade  that  year, 
was  $3,877,362;  of  which,  there  was  about 
the  same  proportion  of  ginseng,  quicksilver, 
iron,  lead,  &c.,  that  there  was  the  season  be- 
fore ;  but  this  year  14,251  sea-otter  skins  and 
261,330  seal  skins;  this  would  make  the  furs, 
seal,  &c.,  amount,  this  year,  to  $981,362.  I 
wUl  skip  over  some  of  these  years,  and  present 
to  the  House  a  few  of  those  most  worthy  of 
notice.  Here  is  the  return  for  the  season  of 
1808-'9 ;  this  year,  as  our  difBeulties  in  Europe 
increased,  our  trade  declined,  though  the  result 
is  worthy  to  be  remarked.  There  were  but 
eight  vessels  entered  at  Canton,  numbering 
2,215  tons,  carrying  $70,000 ;  the  total  amount 
of  trade  that  year  was  $479,850 ;  the  amount 
this  year,  over  the  $70,000,  was  $409,850.  This 
amount  was  produced  by  7,944  sea-otter  skins, 
84,000  seal,  3,400  land  otter,  5,170  beaver,  480 
peculs  of  ebony,  2,050  of  cotton,  and  4,800  pe- 
culs of  sandal  wood. 

The  season  of  1811-'12  gives  this  result : 
$1,875,000  in  specie,  sent  to  that  market ;  the 
total  amount  of  the  trade  was  $3,132,810;  con- 
sequently the  $1,257,810  was  made  up  of  furs, 
seal  skins,  and  sandal  wood,  with  the  exception 
of  1,557  peculs  of  ginseng,  200  of  opium,  29  of 
quicksilver,  5,814  of  iron,  and  2,798  of  copper. 

In  the  season  of  1812-'18  there  was  taken  to 
Canton  $616,000,  and  the  total  amount  of  trade 
that  season  was  $1,453,000,  made  up  of  furs, 
seal  skins,  and  sandal  wood,  with  the  exception, 
likewise,  of  250  peculs  of  ginseng,  100  of  opium, 
and  5,629  of  copper. 

During  the  whole  of  the  years  1813-14,  and 
1814r-'15,  there  was  not  one  dollar  sent  to  Chi- 


na— there  was,  with  the  exception  of  430  peculs 
of  ginseng,  nothing  sent  but  furs,  sea-otter, 
seals,  land  otters,  fox,  beaver,  and  sandal  wood ; 
these  were  taken  in  the  forest,  or  hewn  down 
with  the  axe  in  the  Sandwich  Islands,  yet  the 
amount  is  $451,500. 

The  season  of  1815-'16  is  favorable.  That  of 
1816-'17  gives  $5,609,600,  as  the  total  amount 
of  trade,  though  there  was  of  this  $4,545,000  in 
specie. 

The  season  of  ,1817-'18  gives  39  vessels, 
14,326  tons,  $5, 601,000  in  specie  ;  the  total 
amount  of  trade  that  year  was  $7,076,228,  mak- 
ing $2,675,828  in  furs,  sandal  wood,  &c.,  with 
1,601  peculs  of  ginseng,  448  of  opium,  105  of 
steel,  lead,  quicksilver,  iron,  copper,  nearly  in 
the  same  proportions. 

The  estimate  of  our  trade,  for  the  season  of 
1818-'19,  states  the  amount  in  specie  to  be 
$7,414,000,  and  the  total  amount  $10,217,151, 
of  which  sum,  the  sandal  wood  forms  an  item 
of  $91,368,  sea-otter  tails  $10,136,  beaver  skins 
$70,065,  seal  $100,300,  sea-otter  $124,068,  be- 
sides all  other  furs,  &c.,  with  ginseng,  lead, 
opium,  &c.,  which  forms  this  season  large  items 
in  the  imports. 

In  the  season  1820-21,  there  was  taken  to 
Canton  $2,995,000,  though  the  total  value  of 
the  trade  that  year  is  $5,392,795 ;  sandal  wood 
this  year  amounted  to  $67.133 ;  sea-otter  skins 
to  $176,548;  land  otter 'to  $44,550;  beaver 
$68,000,  and  sea-otter  tails  to  $14,422;  seals 
$22,078,  &c.,  &o. 

Having,  sir,  exhibited  this  view  of  the  subject 
to  the  House,  I  will  now  trespass  upon  their 
time  for  a  moment,  to  present  one  other  point 
in  this  trade,  which  will  place  the  whole  sub- 
ject in  such  a  light,  that  I  hope  it  will  be  easily 
understood.  "We  have  been  constantly  in  the 
habit  of  exclaiming  against  the  Canton  trade, 
as  ruinous  to  us,  as  draining  the  country  of  its 
specie,  without  once  referring  to  the  indirect 
trade,  by  which  many  of  the  dollars  here  ex- 
hibited have  been  taken  from  Europe,  and  the 
Mediterranean.  Duiing  the  season  of  1818-'19, 
there  arrived  at  Canton  from  the  United  States, 
forty-six  vessels,  amounting  to  16,022  tons,  with 
934  seamen.  From  Boston  there  cleared  that 
season  thirteen  vessels — ^four  touched  at  Europe, 
five  at  South  America  and  the  Northwest  coast, 
four  went  direct,  employing  260  seamen.  From 
Salem  three  cleared,  two  touched  at  South 
America  and  the  Northwest  coast,  one  direct — 69 
seamen.  From  New  York,  seven  vessels  cleared, 
two  touched  at  Europe,  one  at  South  America 
and  the  Pacific,  four  direct— 140  seamen.  From 
Providence  six  vessels  cleared,  five  touched  at 
Europe,  and  one  at  South  America  and  the  Pa- 
cific— 132  seamen.  From  Philadelphia  there 
cleared  eleven  vessels,  two  by  Europe  or  the 
Mediterranean,  one  at  South  America  and  the 
Pacific,  eight  direct — 199  seamen.  From  Balti- 
more two  vessels  cleared,  one  by  Europe  or  the 
Mediterranean,  one  direct — with  47  seamen. 
Amsterdam,  three  vessels,  two  touched  at  the 
Mediterranean,  one  by  South  America  and  the 
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Pacific — 57  seamen.      One  vessel  purchased  at 
Whomford,  with  80  seamen. 

In  the  season  of  1819-'20,  there  arrived  at 
Canton  forty-three  vessels,  making  15,139  tons, 
navigated  by  829  seamen.  Eleven  cleared  at 
Boston ;  one  touched  at  Europe,  one  at  South 
America,  one  at  the  mouth  of  the  Oregon,  or 
Columbia,  one  at  the  Sandwich  Isles,  one  at 
Batavia,  and  six  direct,  navigated  by  208  seamen. 
From  Salem,  two  vessels  cleared ;  one  touched 
at  Europe,  one  at  Manilla,  with  83  seamen. 
From  New  York,  nine  vessels  cleared  ;  two 
touched  at  Europe,  one  in  the  Pacific,  six  direct 
— 1 93  seamen.  From  Providence,  there  cleared 
six  vessels ;  two  touched  at  Europe,  three  in  the 
Pacific,  two  direct — 93  seamen.  From  Phila- 
delphia, there  cleared  ten  vessels ;  four  touched 
at  Europe,  one  in  the  Pacific,  and  five  direct — 
navigated  by  195  seamen.  From  Marblehead, 
there  cleared  one  vessel ;  touched  at  ManUla — 
navigated  by  20  seamen.  From  Newburyport, 
one  vessel  touched  at  Batavia — 15  seamen. 
From  Rotterdam,  by  Portsmouth,  having  24 
seamen.  Valparaiso,  one  directr— 28  seamen. 
South  America,  one  touched  at  the  Sandwich 
Isles — 20  seamen. 

During  the  season  of  1820-'21,  there  arrived 
at  Canton  twenty-eight  American  vessels, 
amounting  to  9,387  tons,  conveying  $2,995,000. 
From  Boston  six  cleared,  one  touched  at  Europe, 
one  at  South  America,  and  four  at  Columbia 
Eiver  and  the  Pacific.  From  Now  York,  four 
cleared ;  one  touched  at  Java,  three  direct. 
From  Salem,  two  cleared ;  touched  at  Sumatra. 
From  Providence,  six  cleared ;  four  touched  at 
Europe  or  Java,  two  direct.  From  London, 
four  cleared  direct.  From  Liverpool,  two; 
touched  at  Sumatra.  From  PhUadephia, 
three  direct.  From  Gibraltar,  one ;  touched  at 
Sumatra. 

Such,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  the  aspect  of  our 
Canton  trade,  and  in  all  instancs  of  a  vessel's  tai- 
ing  any  other  course  than  the  direct  route,  it 
has  been  for  the  purpose  of  exchanging  the 
commodities  of  our  own  country  for  silver, 
either  in  Europe  or  in  South  America,  or  by 
obtaining  the  furs  of  the  Northwest  Coast,  the 
sandal  wood  of  the  Pacific,  for  the  products  of 
tile  United  States  ;  thence  to  Canton,  and  re- 
turn with  the  richest  cargoes.  In  this  way  much 
of  the  silver  which  is  entered  at  Canton  is  ob- 
tained, and  has  at  first  view  the  appearance  of 
having  been  taken  from  the  United  States.  In 
the  seasons,  for  instance  of  1819  and  1820,  the 
schooner  Flying  Fish,  of  285  tons,  Fitch,  master, 
belonging  to  a  company  of  merchants  cleared 
from  South  America,  touched  at  the  Sandwich 
Isles  probably  for  sandal  wood,  carried  specie  to 
the  amount  of  $100,000.  The  schooner  Packet, 
Hill,  master,  281  tons,  cleared  from  Valparaiso, 
Thorndike,  owner,  went  direct  with  $140,000. 
During  the  season  of  1820  and  1821,  of  which 
I  liave  just  now  spoken,  it  will  be  observed  that 
four  vessels  cleared  from  London  and  two  from 
Liverpool.  From  London,  the  Robert  Edward, 
Sherburn,  master,  went  direct  to  Canton  with 


$107,000  on  board.  The  ship  Canton  Packet, 
King,  master,  owned  by  Perkins,  cleared  from 
London  with  $200,000.  The  ship  Honqna, 
Nash,  master,  owned  by  Perkins,  cleared  from 
London,  direct,  with  $50,000.  Ship  Augusta, 
Giles,  master,  owned  by  Perkins,  cleared  from 
London,  with  steel,  cotton,  furs,  &c.  From 
Liverpool,  the  ship  Columbian  cleared  this  sea^ 
son,  Sherman,  master,  owned  by  Evans,  and 
sailed  direct  to  Canton  with  $60,000.  Ship 
Addison  from  Liverpool,  took  no  specie.  This 
at  least  we  know,  that  $317,000  went  this  season 
from  London  and  Liverpool,  and  how  much  else, 
by  our  vessels  touching  for  the  purpose  spoken 
of,  at  difierent  ports  in  Europe,  the  islands,  &c., 
is  not  known,  but  it  is  presumed  to  a  consider- 
able amount. 

Besides  this,  it  does  appear  that  much  of  the 
profit  of  this  trade  is  gained  by  our  merchants 
in  carrying  the  products  of  Canton  to  Europe, 
and  vending  them  there,  and  either  returning 
home  with  the  manufactures  of  Europe  suited 
to  our  wants,  or  bringing  with  them  the  specie 
— Whence  the  drain  of  specie  is  from  Europe  in 
proportion  to  the  goods  shipped  from  Canton 
for  that  country.  If  the  House  will  indulge  me 
a  little  longer,  I  will  show  the  proportions  ship- 
ped to  the  United  States  and  to  Europe  by  our 
traders.  In  the  seasons  of  1815,  and  1816, 
there  was  destined  for  Europe  2,731,010  lbs.  of 
tea,  1,650  peculs  of  cassia,  and  185,000  pieces  of 
Nankeens.  The  proportion  destined  for  the 
United  States,  was  4,514,280  lbs.  of  tea,  1,696 
pecula  of  cassia,  and  455,000  pieces  of  Nan- 
keens. The  proportion  of  exports  for  the  sea- 
son of  1816  and  1817,  destined  for  Europe,  was 
2,880,000  lbs.  of  tea,  172,533  lbs.  of  cassia, 
600,000  lbs.  of  sugar,  -and  860,000  pieces  of 
Nankeens.  The  proportion  destined  for  the 
United  States  was  6,074,100  lbs.  of  tea,  660,000 
lbs.  of  cassia,  333,000  lbs.  of  sugar,  1,434,000 
pieces  of  Nankeens.  The  proportion  of  exports 
destined  for  Europe  in  the  seasons  of  1817  and 
1818,  was  2,086,245  lbs.  of  tea,  73,300  lbs.  cas- 
sia, 160,000  lbs.  sugar,  46,600  lbs.  sugar  candy, 
10,600  lbs.  rhubarb,  66,000  lbs.  gaUingal,  22,600 
lbs.  raw  silk,  6,600  lbs.  vermilion,  650  pieces 
of  silks,  241,000  pieces  of  Nankeens,  2,600  lbs. 
of  gamboge.  That  destined  for  the  United 
States,  was  7,535,885  lbs.  of  tea,  China  ware, 
11,487  peculs,  272,933  lbs.  cassia,  1,428,933  lbs. 
sugar,  37,200  lbs.  rhubarb,  1,603  peculs  of  mats, 
200,886  pieces  of  silks,  76,800  lbs.  sewing  silks, 
37,600  lbs.  vermilion,  14,000  lbs.  gaUingal, 
6,933  lbs.  China  root,  1,333  lbs.  camphor,  33,000 
lbs.  of  sugar  candy,  1,228,000  pieces  of  Nan- 
keens. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  season 
the  value  of  all  the  China  ware  exported  by 
American  vessels,  is  estimated  at  $172,805; 
and  all  the  sandal-wood  sold  this  year  in  China, 
taken  from  the  Sandwich  Islands  principally, 
is  estimated  at  $174,075.  AH  the  imperial  tea 
exported  this  season  by  American  vessels  from 
China,  is  estimated  at  $316,162.  And  the  sea- 
otter  skins,  land-otter,  beaver,  and  seal  skins, 
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alone,  imported  this  season,  are  estimated  at 
$318,580. 

During  the  season  of  182Q,  and  1821,  there 
was  exported  from  China  for  the  United  States, 
China  ware  to  the  amount  of  $138,266.  There 
were  imported  that  year  hy  our  vessels,  sea- 
otter  skins,  valued  at  $176,548 :  Thus  may  it 
be  seen  that  the  whole  of  the  China  ware  of 
the  United  States  is  purchased  by  that  which 
we  fish  from  the  sea  on  our  western  coast,  at 
or  near  the  mouth  of  Colnnabia,  or  it  is  cut 
from  the  Sandwich  Islands  in  the  shape  of  san- 
dal wood. 

I  wUl  not  fatigue  the  House  with  any  thing 
more  relative  to  our  trade  in  the  Pacific  Ocean 
and  at  Canton.  Enough  has  been  unfolded  to 
call  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  that  subject; 
their  own  reflections  will  supply  more  than  I 
could  say.  Were  this  trade  cherished  as  it 
ought  to  be,  new  benefits  would  every  day  de- 
velop themselves,  and  fresh  sources  of  wealth 
be  opened  to  the  Eepublio.  Our  whale  ships 
are  annually  on  that  coast  with  no  other  cargo 
than  some  hardware,  and  ornaments,  to  traffic 
with  the  natives.  Perhaps  the  greatest  value 
on  board  their  vessels  would  not  amount  to 
more  than  two  thousand  dollars;  the  rest  is 
made  up  by  then-  labor,  in  fishing  it  from  the 
ocean.  Yet  we  witness  their  retm-n  every  year 
enriched  by  the  products  of  their  voyages.  The 
best  fishing  ground  is  known  to  be  on  our  West- 
ern coast,  and  our  commerce  in  those  seas, 
every  day  increasing,  is  now  so  important  as 
to  require  a  ship-of-the-line  and  smaller  vessels, 
to  protect  it ;  and  we  have  reason  to  believe, 
that  three  ships  of  war  will  soon  be  wanted  for 
that  purpose.  Nor  have  we  a  place  to  refit  our 
ships,  on  that  side  of  the  continent,  or  to  even 
drive  a  naU  in  one  of  our  vessels,  should  it  be 
wanted,  though  we  have  many  excellent  har- 
bors. For  any  accommodation  of  that  kind, 
we  must  be  obliged  to  the  good  dispositions  of 
other  nations,  or  sail  back  to  our  own  ports  on 
the  Atlantic,  near  twenty  thousand  miles  round 
Cape  Horn.  The  catastrophe  on  that  side, 
during  the  late  war,  ought  to  have  taught  us 
wisdom.  WhUe  our  ships  cut  up  and  destroyed 
the  enemy  in  that  sea,  there  was  no  place  to 
rest  secure,  with  the  vessels  they  captured,  or 
we  would  not  have  witnessed  the  destruction 
of  so  many  which  have  been  taken.  Neither 
should  we  have  felt  the  effect  of  that  terrible 
scene  at  Valparaiso.  The  coast  on  that  side 
can  be  more  easily  defended  than  any  in  Amer- 
ica; the  entrance  of  Oregon,  or  Columbia,  is 
easy,  affording  seventeen  fathom  water;  the 
whole  extent  of  the  river,  below  the  falls,  is 
deep,  placid,  and,  near  its  mouth,  there  are 
points  which  altogether  command  the  entrance, 
with  perpendicular  rocks  on  either  side,  where 
forts  may  be  constructed  so  strong  as  to  bid 
defiance  to  aU  the  military  science  of  the  world. 

On  a  former  occasion,  Mr.  Chairman,  a  gen- 
tleman on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  express- 
ed some  surprise  that  I  should  be  in  favor  of 
reducing  the  Army,  when  I  had  a  proposition 


to  occupy  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia.  This, 
sir,  was  the  reason,  I  am  thoroughly  persuaded, 
that  the  post  at  the  Council  Blufia  is  not  wisely 
chosen,  and  that  the  troops  now  at  that  point, 
would  render  more  service  to  the  country  at 
the  mouth  of  Columbia,  than  where  they  are : 
they  are  too  far  to  protect  the  white  population 
of  Missouri,  and  not  far  enough  either  to  check 
the  British  trader,  or  render  any  other  service. 
One  of  the  principal  crossing  places  of  the  In- 
dians is  some  distame  below  that  post,  the 
other  far  above.  But,  if  I  were  to  suggest  a 
plan  to  awe  the  Indian  and  keep  him  at  peace, 
it  would  be,  to  show  him  your  troops  occasion- 
ally, penetrate  into  his  country,  and  let  him 
witness  their  display ;  then  return ;  prove  to 
him  by  this  conduct  that  you  have  no  disposi- 
tion to  take  his  country,  and  he  will  respect 
and  fear  you.  The  Indian  is  the  proudest  man 
that  has  ever  lived,  and  loves  his  country  as  ar- 
dently as  man  can.  Three  hundred  years  of 
war  has  proved  to  the  white  man  that  he  can 
be  killed,  but  never  subdued ;  war  is  the  road 
to  fame  with  him ;  the  warrior  is  the  proudest 
title  he  can  prize,  the  only  one  of  value;  where- 
fore, the  moment  your  soldiers  lay  off  their 
military  dress,  and  appear  in  theii-  fatigue 
clothes,  and  commence  their  labors,  that  in- 
stant all  respect,  all  apprehension  is  banished 
from  his  mind,  and  is  succeeded  by  ineffable 
contempt  and  disgust ;  for  they,  like  the  nobil- 
ity of  every  country,  hold  labor  as  disgraceful. 

The  route  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  is 
easy,  safe,  and  expeditious.  "We  all  reooUeot, 
distinctly,  the  delays,  dangers,  and  difficulties, 
which  attended  the  merchant,  on  his  ffi-st  open- 
ing the  trade  to  Kentucky ;  in  those  days,  much 
preparation  was  necessary,  and  from  thirty  to 
thirty-five  days  were  exhausted  in  getting  to 
market;  his  goods  were  then  transported  to 
Fort  Pitt,  or  'Wheeling,  by  wagon,  creeping  on 
with  appalling  slowness ;  if  there  was  a  freshet 
in  the  Ohio  he  arrived  in  the  season,  but  sorrow 
and  ruin  attended  him,  if  his  goods  did  not  ar- 
rive in  time  for  this  advantage ;  his  Spring  sup- 
plies arrived  in  the  Fall,  and  his  Fall  goods  de- 
tained sometimes  until  the  Spring.  Even  now, 
an  intelligent  friend  from  Tennessee,  who  usu- 
ally sits  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  tells 
me,  that  the  merchants  of  Nashville  take  their 
wagoners'  receipts,  to  deliver  their  goods  at  that 
place  in  fi-om  30  to  50  days.  From  LouisviUe, 
in  Kentucky,  down  to  New  Orleans,  formerly 
required  a  voyage  of  from  30  to  40  days,  and 
using,  on  the  voyage  up  the  river,  what  they 
called  a  barge,  it  required  them  90  days  to 
make  the  trip,  in  what  they  called  good  time ; 
the  distance  is  estimated,  I  believe,  at  1,500 
mUes.  Now,  however,  by  steamboat  naviga- 
tion, they  make  the  voyage  down,  in  seven 
days,  and  up  in  sixteen  days.  This,  I  believe, 
is  the  average  voyage  between  those  places ;  if 
I  am  in  error,  I  can  be  corrected,  as  I  see  in  the 
House  some  of  the  steamboat  owners  on  those 
rivers. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  cannot  be  mistaken, 
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wheu  we  apply  the  same  calculations  to  the 
route  to  the  mouth  of  the  Oregon;  as  steam- 
boat navigation  we  all  know  to  be  safe  and  sure. 
Wherefore,  it  will  take  a  steamboat  24  days  to 
arrive  at  the  falls  of  the  Missouri ;  thence,  I  al- 
low a  wagon  14  days  to  travel  two  hundred 
miles,  to  the  mouth  of  Clark's  Eiver,  thence  7 
days  to  the  mouth  of  Oregon ;  making  the  time 
necessary  for  that  trip  44  days.  To  return,  the 
boat  would  reach  Clark's  Kiver  in  14  days, 
double  the  time  she  would  go  down ;  the  wag- 
on would  return  to  the  falls  of  Missouri  in  13 
days;  thence  the  boat  would  arrive  at  St. 
Louis,  in  half  the  time  necessary  for  her  up- 
ward voyage,  which  would  be  twelve  days; 
making  the  whole  time  39  days. 

If  there  were  any  doubt  existing  in  the  mind 
of  any  gentlemen,  surely  it  might  be  done 
away,  when  we  recur  to  the  fact  of  a  wagon 
having  already  passed  from  St.  Louis  to  Santa 
Fe,  and  returned  in  the  course  of  the  last  sum- 
mer, bringing  with  it  the  sum  of  ten  thousand 
dollars,  as  the  proiit  of  the  trip ;  this  informa- 
tion I  get  through  the  medium  of  the  newspa- 
pers, alike  known  to  all,  and  the  fact,  I  believe, 
has  never  been  doubted ;  another  party  return- 
ed from  the  direction  of  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
with  a  profit  of  fourteen  thousand  dollars,  mak- 
ing twenty-four  thousand  dollars,  where  none 
existed  before,  and  making  that  easy,  which, 
but  a  short  time  ago,  was  thought  an  impossi- 
bility. 

I  am  apprised  that  something  is  said  relative 
to  the  probability  of  the  settlement  of  the  Ore- 
gon, contemplated  by  this  bUl,  producing,  in 
the  end,  bad  consequences  to  this  country,  if 
not,  finally,  a  separation  of  these  States.  The 
great  distance  has  also  been  urged  as  a  reason 
for  its  rejection.  Sir,  I  would  look  with  as 
much  fear  upon  a  measure  which  might,  even 
at  a  remote  day,  produce  a  separation  of  these 
Republics,  as  any  man  ;  but  no  result  can  take 
place  of  that  kind;  all  contemplate  with  joy 
the  period  when  these  States  shall  extend  to 
the  Rocky  Mountains.  Why  not,  then,  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean?  Would  that  country,  cut  off 
from  this,  be  benefited  by  the  change,  pressed, 
as  it  would  be,  by  two  powerful  foreign  na- 
tions, both  to  the  North  and  to  the  South? 
Rather  would  not  that  prevent  so  fatal  a  step, 
as  it  would  be  to  Oregon  ?  Or,  if  we  consulted 
our  own  intei'ests,  and  believed  the  separation 
inevitable,  would  it  not  be  wisdom  in  us  to 
have  a  people  there  who  were  descended  from 
us,  speaking  the  same  language,  admiring  and 
maintaining  the  same  laws,  constitution,  and 
government,  than  to  have  English,  Russians,  or 
French,  with  all  their  disgusting  notions  of  mon- 
archy, which  degrades  the  noblest  intellect,  and 
makes  the  man  a  slave  ?  You  cannot  choose — 
you  must  have  your  children's  enemies  the  oc- 
cupants of  Oregon.  As  to  distance,  I  have 
shown  that,  in  point  of  time,  the  mouth  of  Ore- 
gon, or  Columbia,  is  not  further  distant  than 
Louisville  was  thirty  years  ago,  from  New  York, 
or  St.  Louis  was  twenty  years  ago  from  Phila- 


delphia. The  whole  expense  of  carrying  one 
hundred  and  fifty  tons  of  cannon  to  the  mouth 
of  that  river,  and  making  a  survey  of  all  our 
harbors  on  that  coast,  is  estimated  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Department  of  the  Navy  at 
$25,000,  a  sum  small,  indeed,  to  accomplish  an 
object  of  such  importance  to  the  Republic.  On 
that  side  there  can  be  no  fear  of  those  collisions 
which  we  are  constantly  in  danger  of  from  the 
constantly  varying  policy  of  Europe.  On  the 
east  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean  there  is  continual 
strife,  and  their  Governments  appear  to  be  ad- 
ministered according  to  the  angry  passions  of 
the  man,  rather  than  according  to  the  spirit  of 
the  laws,  which  have  no  passion.  On  the  west 
side  of  the  Pacific  there  is  peace,  and  an  unm- 
terrupted  calm,  which  not  even  English  policy 
can  disturb.  All  the  supplies  which  man  can 
want  are  there  to  be  had  in  plenty,  purchased 
by  us  with  the  products  of  the  forest  and  the 
sea,  which  require  no  labor,  no  skill  of  the  arti- 
san to  give  them  value.  Is  it  not  worthy  the 
consideration  of  the  statesman  and  the  mer- 
chants, whether  our  citizens  might  not  lay  Eu- 
rope under  contribution,  by  increasing  the  fur 
trade  through  these  rivers?  This,  with  the 
products  of  that  sea,  would  purchase  in  Canton 
aU  we  want  to  consume ;  the  residue  might  be 
sold  in  Europe,  which  would  at  once  employ 
many  tons  of  shipping,  and  bring  us  the  money 
of  that  country  which  now  they  send  to  China. 
In  other  words,  the  occupation  of  the  Oregon 
would  offer  so  many  facilities  to  the  Canton 
trade,  where  a  voyage  can  be  performed  in  fifty 
or  seventy  days,  the  products  of  the  sea  and 
forest  so  vast,  the  copper  of  the  North  so  pure 
and  abundant,  the  sandal  wood  immediately  on 
the  route  to  market,  that  the  wealth  of  liose 
regions,  and  that  trade,  seem  to  implore  you 
only  to  stretch  forth  your  hands  and  receive  it. 

This  would  soon  drive  the  English  out  of 
market,  as  their  East  India  privileges  benefit 
them  merely  because  it  prevents  other  of  their 
subjects  from  getting  rich ;  it  could  not  reach 
us,  or  affect  our  trade.  Young  as  our  commerce 
is,  and  unfriended  as  it  has  been,  its  total  value, 
as  shown  by  this  paper,  was,  in  the  season  of 
1817-18,  $7,076,828 ;  whilst  that  of  the  English, 
for  the  same  year,  was,  $16,126,700 — ^but  a  sorry 
account  of  their  charters  and  institutions,  pam- 
pered to  suffocation.  In  the  season  of  181fr-'19, 
I  have  shown,  by  this  document,  the  total  value 
of  our  trade  to  have  been  $10,217,151,  whilst 
that  year,  the  same  paper  shows  the  English 
trade  to  have  been  nearly  stationary,  amount- 
ing to  $16,297,923. 

One  other  advantage'  presents  itself  to  us,  by 
occupying  the  Oregon,  as  proposed  by  this  bUl, 
and  I  speak  of  it  with  the  more  satisfaction,  as 
it  concerns  the  plough,  which  is,  at  last,  the 
great  benefactor  of  mankind.  The  lands  of  the 
Oregon  are  well  adapted  to  the  culture  of  wheat, 
rye,  com,  barley,  and  every  species  of  girain; 
that  position  will  enable  them  to  sell  their  sur- 
plus produce  with  certainty,  and  purchase  the 
manufactures  of  China,  by  an  exchange   of 


DEBATES  OF  CONGKESS. 


399 


December,  1822.] 


Occupation  of  Columbia  River. 


[H.  OF  E. 


labor.  I  know  it  is  the  common  belief  tbat  the 
Chinese  will  not  take  any  thing  but  silver,  gold, 
and  a  few  articles  prized  by  them ;  but,  from 
all  I  can  learn,  this  would  seem  to  be  a  common 
error,  produced  by  the  circumstance  of  the  im- 
practicability of  taking  floar  or  breadstuffs  to 
that  market.  From  Europe  or  the  United 
States,  there  would  he  no  hope  of  their  arriving 
in  any  tolerable  condition;  the  climate  is  so 
warm,  the  voyage  sO  long,  that  they  must  spoil 
on  the  way.  Besides,  the  merchant  would  not 
risk  a  voyage  with  such  bulky,  heavy,  low-priced 
articles ;  consequently,  the  commerce  of  Canton 
is  carried  on  in  aU  the  richer  productions,  as 
they  yield  a  profit  commensurate  with  the  ex- 
pense, length  of  voyage,  and  great  delay  in 
prosecuting  it.  Many,  likewise,  of  the  neigh- 
boring countries,  carry  on  trade  in  the  richer 
products  of  the  soil,  as  cotton,  sugar,  coffee,  &o., 
wherefore,  there  is  little  surplus  breadstuffs  to 
dispose  of.  This,  then,  would  operate  almost  as 
an  exclusive  privilege  to  the  farmers  of  Oregon, 
to  supply  their  wants  on  that  side ;  and,  by  so 
doing,  obtain  for  themselves  the  comforts  which 
all  mankind  are  in  search  of. 

When  Mr.  F.  concluded,  the  committee  rose, 
reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
n.gfl.in, 

■Wednesday,  December  18. 
Mr.  Prewsth  Report  of  his  Mission  to  tJie 

Columbia  River. 
Mr.  JoHirsToiT,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  requested 
to  lay  before  the  House  so  much  of  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Prevost  as  relates  to  the  establishment  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Columbia  River,  and  such  information  as  he 
may  have  in  his  possession  in  relation  to  the  arrange^ 
ments  made  about  the  year  1814:,  by  the  Northwest 
Company,  with  the  proprietors  of  a  settlement  made 
by  citizens  of  the  United  States  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia  River,  by  which  that  company  became  pos- 
sessed of  that  settlement. 

Occupation  of  Columlia  River. 

The  House,  then,  according  to  the  order  of 
the  day,  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  occu- 
pation of  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  Eiver. 

No  debate  or  proposition  being  offered  there- 
on, the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  biR  to 
the  House  with  the  amendments. 

The  amendments  were  severally  taken  up  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House ;  and  the  biU  being  fur- 
ther amended, 

Mr.  "Weight  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  had  hoped,  from  the  ardent 
and  luminous  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Floyd, 
of  Virginia,  who  reported  this  bill,  and  from  its 
vast  importance  to  the  enterprising  navigating 
interests  of  the  United  States,  frequenting  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  to  whom  this  establishment  must 
be  all-important,  that  this  measure  would  have 
received  the  warm  support  of  this  House ;  but. 


sir,  the  seeming  apathy  that  I  have  thought  I 
discovered,  has  alarmed  my  fears  for  its  fate, 
and  induced  me  to  trespass  on  the  time  of  the 
House,  at  least  to  elicit  a  discussion,  whereby 
the  subject  may  be  perfectly  understood,  and 
the  passage  of  the  biU  thereby  secured.  Sir, 
this  territory  has  been  fairly  purchased  from 
France  by  the  United  States,  and  its  limits  re- 
cently and  distinctly  marked  by  our  late  treaty 
with  Spain.  By  the  compact  by  which  we  ac- 
quired this  territory,  the, inhabitants  of  it  were, 
by  its  letter,  secured  ia  the  protection  of  their 
legitimate  rights,  and,  becoming  thereby  a  por- 
tion of  these  United  States,  were  entitled  to  the 
benefits  of  our  constitution:  protection  and 
allegiance  are  reciprocal  obligations.  Every 
territory  is,  by  the  constitution,  entitled  to,  and 
has  been  protected  by,  a  territorial  government, 
progressing  with  its  population,  in  the  progres- 
sive grades  of  territorial  governments  to  which 
it  will  be  found  this  territory  is,  both  by  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  the  compact,  clearly  entitled. 
I  felt  it  necessary  to  make  these  remarks  to 
awaken  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  con- 
stitutional claims  of  the  people,  who,  with  the 
Senate,  form  their  legislative  organ,  to  give 
practical  operation  to  such  measures  as  are 
necessary  to  the  lawful  government  of  the  in- 
habitants of  that  region,  who  have  no  means  of 
recovering  the  smallest  debt,  but  by  physical 
force.  Sir,  the  indissoluble  ties  of  the  consti- 
tution, I  cannot  doubt,  will  be  duly  regarded ; 
the  interest  of  this  nation,  particularly  of  the' 
Northeast,  I  had  presumed,  would  have  bound 
the  Eepresentatives  from  that  quarter  to  its  firm 
and  united  support;  particularly  on  examination 
of  the  very  interesting  documents  presented  by 
the  chairman  that  reported  that  bUl.  The  fur 
trade,  even  in  its  incipient  stages,  appears  to  be 
of  great  value.  We  know  that  the  great  Creator 
has,  in  his  providence,  graduated  the  habits  of 
the  fur-clad  tribes,  by  the  climate,  and  the  far- 
ther North  they  are  found,  the  better  the  furs. 
The  fisheries  in  the  Southern  ocean  are,  also, 
even  in  their  first  stages,  shown  to  be  of  great 
value ;  and  who  can  cast  his  eye  upon  the  map, 
and  not  pronounce  the  proposed  establishment 
to  beef  great  advantage  to  the  Americans  trad- 
ing in  the  furs  and  fish  of  the  Pacific  Ocean? 
And  who,  that  has  any  regard  to  our  hardy 
American  seamen,  who  have  so  often  covered 
this  nation  with  glory,  will  deny  them  this 
facility,  whose  enterprises  in  the  acquisition  of 
coffee,  under  the  restrictions  of  St.  Domingo, 
elicited  the  rough  compliment  of  the  then  sable 
Prmce  Eegent  of  that  Government.  Sir,  not 
long  since,  one  of  our  ships  in  the  whale  fishery 
was  destroyed  by  the  stroke  of  a  whale,  and  the 
crew  compelled  to  take  to  their  boats  for  safety. 
What  a  convenience  would  such  an  establish- 
ment have  been  to  them !  what  relief  would  it 
have  ministered  to  their  awful  bodings !  _  But, 
sir  independent  of  the  advantage  to  the  citizens 
engaged  in  this  trade,  I  have  no  doubt  a  custom- 
house there  would,  in  a  little  time,  repay  all  the 
expenses  of  this  establishment  in  a  ten-fold  ratio, 
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and  form  the  best  means  of  exploring  the 
character  of  the  people,  the  soil,  and  climate  of 
that  region,  now  little  Ijnown  to  us,  and  thus 
learning  what  maybe  of  great  importance  to  us. 
In  1795,  Great  Britain  prohibited  the  importa- 
tion of  cotton  from  the  United  States — now  so 
important  to  her.  Sir,  such  has  been  the  enter- 
prise of  this  Eepnblie  since  its  establishment,  and 
such  its  success,  especially  in  canals,  and  such 
the  spirit  of  improvement  elicited  by  our  ex- 
ample, that  I  am  surprised  that  the  union  of  the 
Atlantic  with  the  Pacific,  at  the  Isthmus  of 
Darien,  has  not  yet  been  undertaken.  But,  sir, 
its  vast  importance  to  the  world  cannot  long 
permit  it  to  be  neglected.  The  stock  in  that 
canal  would  be  of  great  value,  and  suggests  the* 
pleasing  anticipations  of  its  completion.  The 
preposterous  claim  of  Eussia  to  the  vicinage  of 
the  river  Columbia,  speaks  loudly  the  value  of 
the  trade  in  that  region,  which,  united  with 
the  evidence  in  possession  of  this  House,  I  hope 
win  induce  them  to  pass  this  bill,  and  thereby 
protect  and  govern  our  people  there  by  law, 
and  not  leave  them  to  the  government  of  sav- 
ages, in  violation  of  that  compact  that  made 
them  American  citizens. 

Mr.  Baylies,  of  Massachusetts,  said  that,  as 
one  of  tjie  committee  who  had  reported  the  bill, 
he  felt  himself  impelled,  by  a  sense  of  duty,  to 
present  to  the  House  some  views  -which  he  had 
taken  of  this  subject.  All  the  objections  to  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  which  he  had  heard,  he 
had  heard  out  of  the  Hojise ;  and  he  had  in- 
dulged himself  in  the  hope  (as  no  serious  oppo- 
sition had  been  manifested  in  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole)  that  the  luminous  view  which  had 
been  taken  of  this  subject  by  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  (Mr.  Floyd)  would  have  induced 
its  adoption  without  further  discussion. 

Of  the  objections  which  he  had  heard,  he 
would,  however,  say  that  some  were  weighty, 
and  all  were  plausible.  The  objects  which  the 
bUl  contemplated,  were  of  much  importance  to 
a  portion  of  the  country  which  he  represented, 
and  its  vicinity,  from  which  there  is  the  most 
extensive  whale  fishery  in  the  world,  and  that 
he  was  induced  to  believe  that  the  state  of  that 
fishery  was  now  such  as  to  require  a  port  on  the 
shores  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  or  on  the  waters 
connected  with  that  ocean. 

The  expense  of  the  territorial  establishment 
contemplated  by  the  bill  had  been  urged  as  an 
argument  against  it.  He  admitted  that  the 
measure  would  be  attended  with  some  expense, 
and  that,  for  some  years,  the  prospect  of  revenue, 
from  a  settlement  so  remote,  would  be  but 
small ;  but  the  utility  of  this  undertaking  ought 
not  to  be  measured  by  its  expense.  Measures, 
creating  more  expense,  have  frequently  been 
adopted  by  this  nation,  whose  utility  was  far 
more  questionable  than  this.  If  there  is  one 
branch  of  the  mercantile  industry  of  the  country 
which  deserves  encouragement  more  than  an- 
other, it  is  the  whale  fishery.  It  is  an  employ- 
ment of  a  peculiar  character ;  it  creates  its  own 
capital.    It  does  not  come  upon  the  country  for 


specie,  to  purchase  the  cotton  and  woollen  man- 
ufactured goods,  the  wines,  the  brandies,  and 
the  silks  of  Europe.  Its  capital  is  created  by 
labor ;  it  is  dragged  up  from  the  bottom  of  the 
ocean ;  it  has  now  become  a  business  of  national 
importance.  With  a  view  to  elicit  some  infor- 
mation on  this  subject,  he  had  addressed  some 
inquiries  to  Mr.  ELawes,  the  Collector  of  the 
Customs  at  New  Bedford,  a  gentleman  of  great 
respectability,  whose  knowledge  was  practical, 
who  had  visited  the  seas  where  whales  are 
taken,  and  whose  peculiar  information  would 
entitle  his  statements  to  much  consideration. 

Here  Mr.  B.  read  the  communications,  which 
were  in  substance  as  follows : — ^The  first  letter 
which  Mr.  Hawes  had  addressed  to  him  was 
dated  January  5, 1822.  In  this  letter  he  stated 
that  sixty-five  vessels  were  employed  in  the 
whale  fishery,  from  the  port  of  New  Bedford, 
tonnaging  16,222,  navigated  by  1,350  men  and 
boys ;  that  thirty-six  of  the  largest  of  these  ves- 
sels were  employed  in  fishing  for  spermaceti 
whales  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  tonnaging  9,942, 
and  navigated  by  about  800  men ;  that  since  the 
late  war,  the  greater  number  of  the  whaling  ships 
of  New  Bedford  had  been  employed  on  the 
coast  of  Patagonia  and  the  adjacent  waters,  in 
fishing  for  right  whales;  but  oil  of  that  de- 
scription having  fallen  in  price  within  the  last 
two  years,  many  vessels  have  been  taken  from 
that  fishery,  and  had  been  despatched  to  the 
Pacific,  to  fish  for  spermaceti  whales,  as  the  oil 
made  from  them  had  fully  sustained  its  prices. 
From  the  Pacific  it  was  spermaceti  oil  which  had 
been  obtained  principally,  and  not  more  than  sev- 
en or  eight  hundred  of  the  black  oil.  The  black 
whale  oil  was  taken  on  the  coast  of  Chili,  in  the 
bays  and  harbors.  He  estimated  all  the  oil  and 
bone  brought  from  the  Pacific  to  the  port  of 
New  Bedford,  since  the  late  war,  at  $1,713,600 
—to  January  1, 1822.  The  number  of  the  ships 
in  the  fishery  to  the  west  of  Cape  Horn  had  in- 
creased, and  would  increase ;  that  the  sperm  oil 
was  now  manufactured  before  it  was  carried  to 
market ;  and  the  manufacturing  of  it  was  con- 
sidered very  profitable.  Mr.  Hawes  estimated 
the  annual  value  of  the  whale  fishery  to  New 
Bedford,  in  the  Pacific  alone,  at  $500,000,  exclu- 
sive of  the  profits  arising  from  the  manufacture 
of  spermaceti  candles.  The  capital  he  estimated 
at  $850,000.  The  biUs  of  some  of  the  ships 
employed  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  were  as  high  as 
$82,000  or  $33,000.  Spermaceti  oil  was  general- 
ly from  80  to  100  cents ;  sea  elephant,  from  45 
to  50,  and  right  whale  or  black  oil,  from  SO  to  35 
cents  per  gallon.  The  price  of  the  sperm  oil  he 
had  estimated  as  it  was  when  in  its  crude  state; 
after  pressing,  it  would  average  one  dollar  per 
gallon.  The  ships  employed  in  the  whale  fish- 
ery from  Nantucket,  since  the  last  war,  accord- 
ing to  the  estimate  of  Mr.  Hawes,  considerably 
exceeded  those  of  New  Bedford ;  and  all  the 
Nantucket  ships,  except  one,  were  in  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  He  estimated  the  annual  value  of  the 
fisheries  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  to  Nantucket  and 
New  Bedford  alone,  at  $1,500,000,  and  the  oil 
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and  bone  whicli  had  been  brought  to  both  places, 
since  the  last  war,  exceeded  $6,000,000;  and 
that  the  number  of  seamen  employed  was  2,500. 
He  also  stated  that  there  were  three  fine  ships 
fromMartha's  Vineyard,  employed  in  thisfishery. 
He  also  stated  that  sea  elephants  and  cod  had 
been  found  in  abundance  on  the  coast  of  Cali- 
fornia. 

In  answer  to  one  of  the  queries  of  Mr.  B.,  re- 
specting the  number  of  mechanics  to  whom  this 
business  gave  employment,  Mr.  Hawes  said, 
that  he  did  not  know  that  he  should  overrate,  if 
he  said  that  it  gave  employment  to  all  the 
mechanics  of  both  places.  And  he  expressed 
his  conviction  that  he  had  not  in  his  estimates  of 
the  value  of  this  fishery  exceeded  the  truth. 
He  also  stated  that  the  whale  fishery  in  the 
South  Pacific  was  failing ;  and  that  in  future 
they  must  look  to  the  North  Pacific  for  success- 
fdl  fishing  where  there  were  spermaceti  whales, 
right  whales,  and  sea  elephants  in  great  abun- 
dance.   He  concludes  his  letter  thus : 

"  A  settlement  at  the  Colmnbia  Eiver,  if  properly 
condnoted,  would  insure  to  our  nation  an  immense 
Bouioe  of  wealth.  A  company  of  traders  and  naviga- 
tors, there  settled,  might  have  small  vessels  of  from 
100  to  150  tons;  witibi  these  vessels  at  home,  they 
could  explore  the  coast,  and  each  fishery  could  he 
pursued  m  its  proper  season.  The  right  whales  come 
into  the  harbors  and  bays  on  that  coast  to  bring 
forth  their  young ;  at  that  season  they  will  make  the 
most  oil.  The  sea  elephants  are  there  found  in 
abundance.  I  have  no  doubt  seal  skins  can  be  ob- 
tained in  plenty  in  their  season ;  this  I  am  certain 
of,  if  we  are  permitted  as  far  north  as  the  Fox 
Islands,  latitude  62°  53'  north,  if  we  have  proper 
vessels  for  taking  them.  The  seals  are  nearly  aU 
destroyed  in  the  South  Pacific,  where  the  weather  is 
warm  and  mild ;  large  ships  could  send  there  open 
boats,  and  take  them ;  but  to  the  north  the  business 
cannot  be  carried  on  in  the  same  manner.  There 
must  be  small  vessels  to  search  out  the  harbors. 
Seal  oil  is  an  important  article,  if  taken  near  a  set- 
tlement; to  save  this  oil  in  its  purity  it  must  be 
handed  and  put  into  vat« ;  like  other  blubber,  it 
must  not  be  boiled.  Great  quantities  of  different 
oils  might  be  procured  by  the  settlers,  in  their  neigh- 
borhood, and  preserved  in  the  ground ;  it  is  the  best 
way  to  preserve  oil,  and  saves  the  expense  of  casks ; 
it  would  be  an  object  for  our  merchant  vessels  to 
take  their  cargoes  from  the  tanks  of  the  settlement. 
The  fisheries  in  the  South  Pacific  are  failing :  it  is 
from  the  North  we  must  look  for  good  voyages ;  this 
wiU  lengthen  voyages  already  too  long.  It  is  my 
opinion  that  a  settlement  on  the  Northwest  will 
greatly  increase  our  fisheries,  our  commerce,  our 
seamen,  and  the  revenue ;  and,  if  I  was  twenty  years 
younger,  I  should  like  to  be  one  of  the  first  settlers." 

Mr.  B.  then,  produced  another  letter  fi-om 
this  gentleman  of  a  subsequent  date,  from  which 
he  read  the  following  extract :  "  Since  my  last 
I  have  learned  from  a  very  intelligent  ship- 
master who  has  recently  arrived  from  Valpa- 
raiso, that  a  vessel  loaded  with  spars  from 
Columbia  Eiver  had  arrived  there  and  found  a 
good  market.  I  am  led  to  believe  with  him  that 
lumber  trade  from  the  settlement  at  the  mouth 
Vol.  YU.— 26 


of  that  river  to  Peru  and  Chili  must  be  made 
profitable,  as  there  is  not  any  wood  in  either  of 
those  places  proper  for  spars.  I  have  known 
spars  carried  from  the  island  of  New  Zealand  to 
those  places,  which  paid  a  very  great  freight." 

Mr.  B.  then  read  another  statement,  addressed 
to  the  collector  by  a  gentleman  in  his  vicinity, 
in  which  the  number  of  ships  employed  in  the 
whale  fishery  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  from  all  the 
ports  in  New  England  and  New  York,  were  es- 
timated at  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  averag- 
ing about  three  hmMred  tons  each,  valued  at 
the  time  of  sailing,  at  one  hxmdred  dollars  per 
ton,  amounting  to  three  millions  eight  hundred 
and  seventy  thousand  dollars ;  and  confirming 
the  statement  of  the  collector  that  the  most 
profitable  whale  fishing  was  now  in  the  North 
Pacific,  between  the  latitudes  of  thirty-eight  and 
forty-eight.  Yet,  sir,  notwithstanding  the  im- 
mense value  of  the  whale  fishery  in  the  Pacific 
Ocean ;  notwithstanding  the  immense  value  of 
the  far  trade  on  the  long  line  of  its  shore, 
from  Cape  Horn  to  Analaska ;  there  is  not  a 
solitary  port  at  which  our  vessels  can  enter, 
to  refit  or  procure  supphes,  unless  it  be  by 
permission  and  the  payment  of  duties.  To 
the  courtesy  of  the  Spaniards  and  the  fears  of 
the  native  Indians  we  have  hitherto  been  in- 
debted for  all  the  facilities  which  have  been 
afforded  to  our  shipping.  I  should  have  thought, 
sir,  that  during  the  last  war,  this  country  had 
received  a  lesson  at  Valparaiso  which  would 
have  induced  us  to  establish  some  place  on  this 
coast  for  the  security  and  protection  of  our 
ships.  In  the  event  of  another  war  with  Great 
Britain,  it  may  be  relied  on  as  a  certain  truth 
that  in  Chili,  Peru,  and  Mexico,  the  influence  of 
Great  Britain  will  be  the  predominating  influ- 
ence, and  the  miserable  Creoles  who  inhabit 
these  shores  will  connive,  as  they  have  done,  at 
the  violation  of  their  independence  and  their 
neutrality  ;  they  wUl  suffer  our  vessels  to  be 
captured  under  the  guns  of  their  batteries.  Nay, 
they  will  do  more — they  wUl  permit  the  titled 
marauder,  who  commands  their  navies,  to  plun- 
der our  merchants,  and  will  share  in  the  plun- 
der. If  we  neglect  those  means  of  protection 
which  we  have  in  our  power,  let  us  not  complain 
if  the  bloody  flag  of  the  pirate  should  wave  in 
triumph  over  that  mighty  ocean,  if  it  should  be 
lighted  up  with  the  blaze  of  our  burning  vessels, 
and  if  the  whole  of  that  trade  which  now  gives 
employment  and  wealth  to  thousands  of  our 
citizens  should  be  annihilated. 

I  have  heard  it  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  well  out 
of  as  in  the  House,  that  by  the  adoption  of  this 
measure  the  hmits  of  oar  empu-e  would  be  ex- 
tended too  far,  and  that  the  Union  itsehf  would 
be  exposed  to  the  danger  of  dismemberment.  If 
it  were  so,  it  would  be  well  worth  considera- 
tion whether  the  experiment  would  justify  the 
hazard.  But,  su-,  in  my  opinion,  the  unity  of 
this  nation  depends  in  some  measure  upon  its 
extension.  There  is  less  danger  of  separation  in 
a  confederacy  of  twenty  or  thirty  States  than  in 
one  of  a  smaller  number.    If  the  Union  were 
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composed  of  but  two  States,  they  would  inevita- 
bly separate,  or  one  of  them  would  conquer 
the  other.  In  like  manner,  if  there  were  only 
two  interests  in  the  country — a  Northern  and  a 
Southern  interest — a  slaveholding  and  a  non- 
slaveholding  interest — the  hazard  of  separation 
would  be  greatly  increased.  But,  by  multiplying 
and  extending  the  States  of  the  Union,  you  will 
create  so  many  different  interests  that  they  will 
neutralize  each  other.  On  some  questions  the 
interest  of  the  Eastern  and  Southern  States 
might  be  found  to  be  the  same;  others  the 
Eastern  and  Western ;  others  the  Middle  States 
•  and  the  Southern,  Eastern,  and  Western,  and  so 
on;  and  so  conflicting  interests  which  might 
arise  from  time  to  time  (so  great  at  times  as  to 
threaten  dismemberment)  be  rendered  less  dan- 
gerous, and  the  angry  passions  of  the  few  be 
controlled  by  the  sober  feelings  of  the  majority. 

Sir,  continued  Mr.  B.,  I  have  heard  another 
objection  to  this  measure.  It  is  said  that  the 
chances  of  war  might  be  increased  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  this  post  on  the  Pacific.  I  have  in- 
deed heard  that  the  Emperor  of  Russia  has 
claimed  all  the  Northwest  coast,  down  to  the 
fifty-first  degree  of  North  latitude  and  one  hun- 
dred Italian  miles  south  of  that ;  and  that  he  has 
also  set  up  a  claim  of  a  character  so  monstrous 
that  no  people  in  their  senses  can  admit  it.  He 
claims,  sir,  all  the  Pacific  Ocean,  from  that  de- 
gree of  latitude  on  the  American  coast,  to  a 
corresponding  point  on  the  Asiatic,  under  the 
pretence  that  it  is  a  close  sea.  A  close  seal  and 
four  or  five  thousand  miles  in  width  I  and  by  his 
Imperial  ukase  has  subjected  all  vessels  to  con- 
fiscation which  shall  be  found  within  those  limits  I 
If  this  be  the  fact,  (and  there  is  no  doubt  of  it,) 
the  time  has  arrived  when  we  are  bound  to 
strengthen  ourselves  in  that  region.  This  meas- 
ure is  one,  not  of  expediency,  but  of  necessity. 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  the  ability  to  protect 
our  trade  on  that  ocean.  During  the  last  war. 
Commodore  Porter,  with  a  single  frigate,  for  a 
long  time  effectually  protected  our  trade,  and 
had  materially  annoyed  that  of  the  enemy.  It 
is  unwise  in  us  to  despair  of  our  ability  to  do 
this.  Arguments  founded  upon  what  may  hap- 
pen would  go  equally  to  prove  the  futility  of 
establishing  a  navy,  which  might  be  captured 
'by  the  adversary,  and  so  add  to  his  naval  strength 
as  to  evince  the  fruitlessness  of  building  vessels 
,for  trade,  because  they  may  be  taken.  If  a 
measure  be  right  in  itself,  it  is  unwise  to  reject 
lit  because  its  beneficial  effects  may  be  defeated 
by  a  war.  Had  we  always  acted  from  such 
policy,  we  should  never  have  built  a  navy,  nor 
suffered  a  merchant  vessel  to  cross  the  ocean. 

The  maxim  of  the  Eomans,  never  to  despair  of 
the  Republic.,  was  a  maxim  of  wisdom  as  weU 
as  of  courage.  If  we  are  to  suffer  this  territory 
to  remain  a  barren  waste,  the  desire  we  had  to 
■  extend  our  nominal  limits  to  the  western  waters 
was  vain  and  childish.  Were  it  not  ours  some 
other  nation  would  have  occupied  it;  civiliza- 
tion would  have  commenced,  and  the  means  of 
increasing  the  happiness  of  man  would  have 


been  extended.  It  is  the  duty  of  civilized  na- 
tions, who  have  acquired  a  savage  country,  to 
cultivate  it,  to  reclaim  its  wandering  aborigines, 
to  draw  them  from  their  forests,  to  _  condense 
their  population,  and  to  convert  them,  if  not  into 
farmers,  at  least  into  shepherds  and  herdsmen ; 
and  if,  after  making  every  honest  effort  to  im- 
prove their  condition,  they  stiU  continue  to  be 
obstinately  hostile,  never  to  hesitate  at  the 
adoption  of  means  necessary  to  secure  the  civil- 
ized race  in  their  possessions. 

Mr.  Bathes  adverted  to  the  importance  of 
that  branch  of  our  commerce  which  is  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Northwest  trade.  He  said  he 
did  not  know  but  that  it  was  of  more  value  than 
the  whale  fishery  ;  and,  like  that,  it  grew  out  of 
nothing ;  labor  was  its  cajiital.  The  foundations 
of  some  of  the  most  princely  fortunes  in  Bos- 
ton, were  laid  in  that  trade.  Vessels  would  sail 
from  ports  in  the  United  States  sometimes,  as 
he  was  told,  with  small  assortments  of  hardware, 
scarcely  exceeding  $5,000  in  value ;  and  with  such 
articles  a  traffic  for  furs  is  carried  on  with  the 
natives  of  the  Northwest  Coast ;  in  their  passage 
from  that  coast  to  China  they  have  touched  at 
the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  completed  their 
lading  with  sandal  wood;  those  articles  and 
ginseng  being  the  only  ones  which  were  salable 
in  the  Canton  market,  with  the  manufactured 
goods  and  teas  of  China.  They  had  proceeded 
to  South  America,  and,  with  the  specie  obtained 
from  their  sales  there,  would  return  again  to 
China ;  and,  after  performing  a  circuit  of  ad- 
venture, perhaps  for  five  or  six  years,  return 
home  wilii  their  original  five,  six,  or  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  increased  to  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

But  more  magnificent  prospects,  Mr.  Speaker, 
open  upon  our  view  in  relation  to  the  commerce 
of  the  Pacific  Ocean.  The  practicability  of  a 
water  communication  which  should  unite  the 
two  oceans,  the  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific,  has 
been  alluded  to  by  the  gentlemanfrom  Maryland, 
(Mr.  Weight.)  To  some,  this  scheme  may  ap- 
pear visionary ;  but  the  Baron  Humboldt,  one  of 
the  most  scientific  and  intelligent  of  travellers, 
has  pointed  out  five  places  at  which  the  junc- 
tion of  the  different  waters  might  be  effected; 
he  had  no  doubt  of  its  perfect  practicability. 
In  less  than  thirty  years,  this  communication 
will  be  made.  If  a  broad  and  capacious  ship- 
channel  cannot  be  formed,  it  will  certainly  not 
be  difficult  to  make  a  channel  for  boat  naviga- 
tion. In  either  case,  a  change  will  be  effected 
in  the  affairs  of  the  world  more  stupendous  in 
its  consequences  than  any  which  has  happened 
since  the  discovery  of  America.  Two  great  cities 
at  the  extremities  of  this  canal  would  be  the 
depots  of  the  commerce  of  both  hemispheres. 
A  voyage  from  Pensacola  or  New  Orleans  to 
China  could  be  effected  in  less  than  fifty  days. 
Space  and  distance  would  be  conquered,  and  the 
ends  of  the  'earth  would  be  brought  together. 
There  never  was  a  fairer  field  for  the  enterprise 
of  the  mariner  than  that  which  the  Pacific 
Ocean  presents.    It  is   seldom    disturbed  by 
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storms;  over  an  immense  space  a  perpetual 
summer  reigns ;  and  it  has  been  demonstrated 
to  be  susceptible  of  navigation  for  nearly  five 
thousand  miles  in  an  open  boat.  The  mutiny 
on  board  the  British  ship  Bounty,  must  be  well 
recollected,  and  the  passage  of  Captain  Bhgh 
from  the  South  Sea  islands  to  Timor.  It  would 
afford  the  safest  steamboat  navigation  in  the 
world,  and  the  time  would  come  when  the  fires 
of  thousands  of  those  conquerors  of  time,  and 
the  elements,  would  illuminate  the  long  tract  of 
its  waters. 

It  has  been  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  continued  Mr. 
Batlies,  that  this  is  a  colonizing  plan,  and  that 
colonizing  is  not  good  policy  for  this  nation. 
The  bill  under  consideration  does  not  contem- 
plate a  colonial  settlement.  The  territory  pro- 
poed  to  be  occupied,  is  already  a  part  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  But  suppose  it  is  such  a  plan.  Let  us 
look  to  history  and  see  what  h  ave  been  the  effects 
of  systems  of  colonization. 

The  colonizing  States  of  ancient  times  were 
the  most  powerful.  Carthage  was  one  of  the 
most  considerable  of  them,  and  it  was  with  the 
wealth  which  she  derived  from  her  colonies, 
that  she  was  enabled  to  contend  so  long  against 
the  colossal  power  of  Rome. 

The  great  colonizing  nations  of  modern  Europe 
have  been  Spain,  Portugal,  Holland,  Prance, 
and  England ;  and  which  of  these  nations  has 
suffered  in  consequence  of  the  extension  of  their 
colonies  ?  It  has  been  said  that  Spain  has  lost 
her  strength,  her  population,  and  her  riches. 
By  referring  to  the  history  of  that  monarchy  it 
will  be  found  that  it  was  originally  divided  into 
a  number  of  independent  and  petty  kingdoms, 
possessing  neither  strength  nor  consistency, 
which  were  finally  united  by  the  marriage  of 
Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  in  whose  reign  America 
was  discovered.  In  the  reign  of  their  successor, 
the  Emperor  Charles  V.,  Spain  began  to  colo- 
nize America.  From  the  great  actions  in  which 
that  monarch  was  engaged,  a  fictitioua  grandeur 
was  thrown  over  Spain.  He  was  rather  the 
Emperor  of  Germany,  King  of  Bohemia  and 
Sovereign  of  the  Low  Countries,  than  King  of 
Spain.  Upon  his  abdication  his  successor  was 
left  with  cfismembered  territory  and  diminished 
power,  yet  the  colonies  of  Spain  continued  to 
flourish  and  increase,  and  Spain  remained  a 
principal  power  in  Europe.  It  is  now  undenia- 
bly true,  that  the  weight  and  influence  of  Spain 
have  been  materially  diminished ;  yet  the  colo- 
nies, instead  of  exhausting,  have  furnished  the 
aliment  of  her  existence,  the  wealth  which  for  a 
long  time  she  drew  from  America,  upheld  her 
tottering  power,  and  recruited  her  wasting 
strength.  The  population  of  Spain  is  as  great 
at  this  day  as  ever. 

There  are  as  many  men  to  fill  the  ranks  of  her 
armies,  as  there  were  in  the' proudest  day  of  her 
glory.  But,  sir,  her  moral  energy  has  departed ; 
it  has  been  buried  in  the  cells  of  the  Inquisition ; 
it  has  been  prostrated  at  the  feet  of  the  priests. 
Bigotry  has  sat  upon  the  bosom  of  that  nation 
like  the  nightmare,  and  every  noble  and  patri- 


otic feeling  has  been  paralyzed ;  but,  sir,  her 
colonies  have  not  diminished  her  wealth,  her 
population,  or  her  power.  Portugal,  a  kingdom 
scarcely  exceeding  the  smallest  of  our  States 
in  territorial  extent,  with  a  population  less  than 
2,000,000 ;  in  consequence  of  the  wealth  and 
strength  of  her  magnificent  colonies,  has  always 
maintained  a  high  standing  amongst  the  nations 
of  Europe.  When  the  storm  which  recently 
desolated  that  Continent  burst  upon  her  head, 
the  mother  was  protected  by  the  child;  her 
fallen  throne  was  reared,  and  her  wandering 
monarch  was  sheltered  in  America.  Brazil  has 
worn  the  metropolitan  honors  of  PortugaL 
Holland,  in  extent,  was  scarcely  equal  to  the 
State  of  Maryland ;  yet  she  soon  became  the 
first  of  the  colojjizing  nations,  and  by  her  wise 
and  sagacious  policy  she  gave  bread  and  riches 
to  her  people,  when  her  territory  could  have 
hardly  afforded  them  subsistence  ;  she  ravished 
the  India  trade  from  the  Portuguese,  she  estab- 
lished her  colonial  system  on  a  solid  basis ;  "  her 
merchants  were  princes,"  and  in  the  continental 
wars  of  the  last  century,  the  Bank  of  Amster- 
dam was  more  terrible  than  "  an  army  with 
banners."  Her  wealth  enabled  her  to  hold  the 
balance  of  European  power ;  she  supplied  the 
world  with  money,  and  the  coffers  of  her  mer- 
chants materially  aided  the  cause  of  American 
Independence.  Holland  has  passed  for  a  time 
under  a  foreign  yoke ;  but  colonization  certainly 
did  not  produce  that  degradation.  She  became 
too  rich,  and  with  the  fear  of  losing,  and  with 
the  hope  of  preserving  her  wealth,  she  submitted; 
she  yielded  her  independence  in  the  vain  hope 
that  her  dollars  might  be  spared. 

France,  in  looking  back  to  the  numerous  and 
powerful  colonies  which  once  acknowledged  her 
dominion,  must  feel,  one  would  think,  the  most 
poignant  regret.  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  Louisi- 
ana, St.  Domingo,  the  Isle  of  France,  Pondi- 
cherry,  &o.,  were  the  brightest  jewels  in  the 
Crown  of  the  Bourbons,  and,  in  the  proudest  day 
of  her  revolutionary  and  imperial  triumphs,  her 
people  sighed  when  they  remembered  that  the 
days  of  her  colonial  grandeur  were  the  days  of 
her  happiness.  The  restless  ambition  of  her 
Kings  lost  many  of  these  colonies  to  France ; 
and  after  the  restoration  of  one,  which  now 
forms  one  of  the  fairest  portions  of  the  American 
Eepnblic,  the  necessities  of  the  Emperor  Napo- 
leon (perhaps  the  necessities  of  ambition)  in- 
duced him  to  sell  it  to  the  United  States  for 
money !  Yet,  Kapoleon  never  uttered  words  of 
more  wisdom,  than  when  he  said,  "I  want  ships, 
commerce,  and  colonies."  The  elasticity  of  the 
French  character  is  one  of  its  finest  traits.  _  A 
Frenchman  never  despairs ;  he  never  loses  sight 
of  the  smallest  national  advantage ;  and  France 
is  even  now,  after  the  exhaustion  produced  by 
a  war  of  twenty-five  years ;  after  the  burdens 
which  have  been  imposed  on  her  people,  by  the 
unsuccessful  termination  of  her  contest  with 
United  Europe,  preparing  such  means  as  she  has 
to  establish  another  colony  in  the  Island  of 
Madagascar. 
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Was  Great  Britain  more  powerful,  wealthy, 
and  liappy,  before  she  began  to  colonize,  than 
now  ?  I  think  not.  The  magnificent  system  of 
colonization  commenced  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth.  During  the  reign  of  that  extraordi- 
nary female,  the  minds  of  her  subjects  received 
a  new  and  momentous  impulse.  The  romantic 
spirit  of  adventure  was  abroad.  Keligion,  am- 
bition, enterprise,  and  avarice,  all  conspired  to 
lead  the  pious,  the  aspiring,  the  bold,  and  the 
rapacious,  to  explore  those  vast  but  distant  re- 
gions, which  had  been  opened  to  the  view  of 
Europe,  and  from  that  time  she  has  been  grow- 
ing in  wealth,  in  grandeur,  in  population,  and  in 
power,  in  a  ratio  which  almost  defies  calculation. 
Thirteen  of  her  colonies  now  form  a  powerful 
nation,  glorying  in  their  independence,  and  de- 
fying her  power ;  and  notwithstanding  all  her 
exhausting  wars,  and  all  the  drain  of  her  co- 
lonial emigration,  she  was  never  more  populous, 
more  wealthy,  or  more  powerful,  than  she  is  at 
this  day.  I  know,  sir,  that  much  has  been  said 
of  the  magnitude  of  her  national  debt,  and  her 
ruin  has  again  and  again  been  predicted.  The 
debt,  sir,  in  my  opinion,  is  a  proof  of  the  wealth 
of  the  nation.  It  is  due  from  the  nation  in  the 
aggregate,  to  its  individual  subjects,  and  surely 
they  must  have  been  a  rich  people  who  were 
able  to  lend  to  their  Government  an  amount  of 
money  so  enormous.  Is  this  nation  in  debt  to 
other  nations?  Half  the  nations  in  Europe 
have  been,  and  still  are,  indebted  to  her.  In- 
spect the  balance  sheets  of  her  merchants,  and 
die  whole  trading  world  will  be  found  to  be 
their  debtors.  She  has  riches  on  her  surface, ' 
she  has  riches  under  her  surface ;  and  cultiva- 
tion has  exhausted  all  its  powers  on  her  soil. 

I  have  advanced  these  historical  facts,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  show,  as  I  think  I  have  conclusively 
shown,  that  colonization  does  not  impair  the 
strength,  or  diminish  the  wealth  of  nations. 

I  hope,  sir,  I  shall  not  be  considered  too  en- 
thusiastic on  this  subject ;  it  is  one  which  I  have 
much  at  heart.  Afflicted  as  I  am  with  a  severe 
cold,  it  is  painful  for  me  to  speak,  yet  I  wiU 
make  an  effort  to  add  a  few  words  more. 

If  the  worst  that  has  been  predicted  should 
happen;  if  the  population  beyond  the  Kocky 
Mountains  should  wish  for  independence,  and 
ahould  be  able  to  effect  it,  would  it  not  be  better 
that  it  should  be  amicably  conceded?  And 
ought  we  to  regret  it  ?  Sir,  I  think  not.  Most 
of  the  nations  of  the  earth  have  been  anxious 
to  transmit  the  evidence  of  their  greatness  and 
renown  to  posterity.  It  is  a  natural  desire  and 
passion ;  for  this  purpose  the  triumphal  edifices 
of  the  Eomaps  were  reared ;  for  this  purpose 
the  pyramids  of  Egypt  were  erected  ;  for  this 
purpose  the  world  is  filled  with  the  monuments 
of  art;  but,  with  a  nation  of  kindred  blood, 
governed  by  laws  similar  to  yours,  cherishing 
your  principles,  speaking  your  language,  and 
worshipping  your  God,  you  may  rear  a  monument 
more  magnificent  than  the  Arch  of  Trajan,  more 
durable  than  the  pyramids ;  a  living,  animated, 
ind  everlasting  monument  of  your  glory  and 


your  greatness.  I  should  delight  to  know  that  in 
this  desolate  spot,  where  the  prowling  cannibal 
now  lurks  in  the  forest,  hung  round  with  human 
bones,  and  with  human  scalps,  that  the  temples 
of  justice  and  the  temples  of  God  were  reared, 
and  man  made  sensible  of  the  beneficent  inten- 
tions of  his  Creator. 

WUl  none  of  the  living  witness  scenes  like 
these?  There  are  now  living  witnesses  of 
scenes  more  wonderful — ^I  might  say  more 
miraculous. 

Every  gentleman  within  these  walls  will  re- 
collect the  splendid  saUy  of  eloquence  which 
was  elicited  from  Edmund  Burke  when  describ- 
ing the  progress  of  North  America  from  a  state 
of  colonial  infancy  to  manhood.  Yet  we  have 
now  living  witnesses  of  scenes  which  even  the 
glowing  mind  of  Burke  could  not  have  imagined 
or  conceived ;  men  who  have  seen  the  country 
of  which  they  were  natives  rise  from  the  rank 
of  humble  colonies  to  that  of  a  mighty  empire; 
who  have  seen  a  commerce  which  in  their 
youth  crept  along  our  shores  in  miserable  boats, 
gleaning  a  few  wretched  articles  from  a  poverty- 
stricken  country,  spreading  their  sails  to  every 
breeze,  and  "  invading  the  ice  of  either  pole," 
who  have  seen  a  population  of  scarcely  six  hun- 
dred thousand  swelled  into  ten  millions ;  a  pop- 
ulation which,  in  their  youth,  extended  scarcely 
a  hundred  miles  from  the  ocean,  spreading  be- 
yond the  mountains  of  the  West,  and  sweeping 
down  those  mighty  waters  which  open  into 
regions  of  such  matchless  fertility  and  beauty, 

Some  now  within  these  walls  may,  before 
they  die,  witness  scenes  more  wonderful  than 
these  ;  and  in  aftertimes  may  cherish  delightful 
recollections  of  this  day,  when  America,  almost 
shrinking  from  the  "  shadows  of  coming  events," 
first  placed  her  feet  upon  untrodden  ground, 
scarcely  daring  to  anticipate  the  grandeur  which 
awaited  her.  Let  us  march  boldly  on  to  the 
accomplishment  of  this  important,  this  useful, 
and  this  splendid  object,  and,  my  word  for  it,  no 
one  who  gives  his  vote  for  this  biU  will  repent. 
On  the  contrary,  he  may  consider  it  as  one  of 
the  proudest  acts  of  his  life. 

!i&.  Ttjokee  said  that  he  had  intended  to  ^ve 
a  silent  negative  to  the  bill  ;  but  when  he  wit- 
nessed the  singular  spectacle  of  three  long  and 
eloquent  speeches  made  in  support  of  it,  and  no 
member  rising  against  it,  though  there  were 
such  strong  symptoms  of  opposition  to  the 
measure,  he  thought  it  due  to  a  frank  and  manly 
course  of  legislation,  and  respectful  to  the  friends 
of  the  bUl,  to  state  his  objections  to  it,  regret- 
ting, however,  that  the  task  had  not  devolved  on 
some  person  more  competent  and  better  prepai> 
ed  than  himself.  Mr.  T.  said  he  did  not  object 
to  the  occupation  of  the  mouth  of  Columbia 
Eiver  because  he  considered  it  vigionary  and 
unfeasible,  for  he  thought  it  but  too  practicable, 
but  because  it  was  calculated  to  draw  off  our 
population  and  capital  to  a  point  where  they 
will  be  less  efficient  and  useful  than  at  present, 
and  where  they  must  eventually  be  lost  to  these 
States.     I  also  agree,  said  Mr.  T.,  with  the 
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gentleman  who  introduced  the  bill,  (Mr.  Floyd,) 
that  we  cannot  arrest  the  progress  of  onr  popu- 
lation to  the  West.  In  vain  may  the  Govern- 
ment attempt  to  set  limits  to  its  course.  It 
marches  on  with  the  increasing  rapidity  of  a 
fire,  and  nothing  will  stop  it  until  it  reaches  the 
shores  of  the  Pacific.  We  have  some  data  by 
which  _we  may  estimate  this  progress.  Our 
population  has  been  found  to  double  in  some- 
thing less  than  twenty-five  years.  Now,  if  our 
settlements  have  advanced  westwardly  five 
hundred  miles  in  that  period,  (and  few  would 
estimate  it  so  low,)  then,  in  the  next  twenty- 
five  years,  we  shaU  have  advanced  one  thousand 
miles,  and,  in  the  twenty-five  years  after,  two 
thousand  miles ;  which,  in  a  right  line,  would 
bring  us  in  the  Pacific  Ocean.  Thus,  in  less 
than  half  a  century,  the  people  of  these  States 
will  have  spread  themselves  across  this  conti- 
nent, and  many  now  living  will  see  the  vision 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  realized, 
of  Christian  churches  and  temples  of  justice 
reared  in  the  wilderness,  now  exclusively  occu- 
pied by  savages.  But  while  I  consider  this  pro- 
gress of  our  population  to  the  West  as  inevitable, 
I  have  no  wish  to  accelerate  it,  because,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  the  people  on  the  east  and  the 
west  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  must  have  a 
permanent  separation  of  interests. 

'The  whole  country,  said  Mr.  T.,  lying  east  of 
the  Eocky  Mountains,  is  bound  together  by  the 
strongest  and  most  indissoluble  ties.  It  is  aU 
Atlantic  country,  and  that  extensive  commerce 
which  is  so  beneficial  to  the  different  parts  must 
aU  be  carried  on,  on  the  Atlantic.  Nor  is  this 
all.  Those  immense  and  fertile  regions  which 
are  drained  by  the  Missouri  and  Mississippi,  have 
but  one  outlet  for  their  surplus  products,  one 
channel  for  their  trade,  and  they  must  owe  the 
secure  enjoyment  of  it  to  the  States  lying  on  the 
Atlantic,  as  they  alone  can  furnish  the  seamen 
which  a  navy  requires.  We  are  thus  held  to- 
gether by  the  strong  hands  of  commerce  and 
mutual  defence.  But  not  so  with  the  population 
west  of  the  Kooky  Mountains.  Their  rivers, 
emptying  themselves  into  the  Pacific,  their  trade 
will  naturally  be  with  China,  Japan,  and  the 
Philippine  Islands.  They  wiU  not  only  be  invited 
to  this  trade  by  their  local  position,  but  by  the 
circumstances  of  their  situation.  Commerce  is 
never  so  profitable  as  when  it  is  carried  on  be- 
tween a  newly  settled  country  in  which  land  is 
fresh  and  easily  obtained,  and  one  in  which  a 
dense  population  has  made  manufactures  cheap 
and  abundant.  The  people  on  the  Pacific  will 
then  find  their  best  employment  in  exchanging 
their  lumber,  and  bread  stufis  and  provisions 
of  all  sorts,  for  the  manufactures  of  China  and 
Japan.  They  can  have  no  inducement  to  trade 
with  us.  What  common  interest  can  they  have 
with  us  on  the  Atlantic  ?  The  connection  would 
be  an  inconvenience  and  a  burden  to  both.  If 
we  invite  people  there  we  must  protect  them 
until  they  are  able  to  protect  themselves,  and 
this  protection  would  be  to  us  expensive,  and  to 
them,  on  account  of  the  distance,  often  tardy  j 


and  inadequate.  If  the  proposed  settlement  is 
to  be  incorporated  into  the  Union,  it  is  with- 
out example  for  a  country  to  have  a  part 
of  its  territory  so  remote  from  the  rest.  From 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Columbia,  I  believe  the  distance  to  be  about 
four  thousand  miles  by  any  route  that  is  now 
known. 

Mr.  T.  said,  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
has  endeavored  to  derive  aid  to  the  bill  by  in- 
sisting on  the  advantages  of  colonies.  Sir, 
when  the  mother  coimtry  has  a  monopoly  of 
their  trade,  they  may  increase  its  maritime 
strength  and  its  commercial  wealth,  but  in  other 
respects  they  are  uncongenial  to  onr  Republican 
institutions.  To  preserve  their  independence,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  give  large  discretionary 
powers  to  those  who  govern  them,  and  I  have 
no  wish  to  see  introduced  among  us  those  distant 
prtetorships  whose  effects  were  so  pernicious  in 
the  Roman  Empire. 

Mr.  T.  said  he  was  aware  of  the  great  advan- 
tages of  the  whale  fisheries  and  the  far  trade ; 
he  believed  that  no  employment  of  our  ships  or 
seamen  was  so  gainful  as  these.  But  he  thought 
that  the  communications  read  bythe  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Baylies,)  showing 
that  most  of  the  whales  and  seals  were  now 
taken  in  the  South  Pacific,  though,  from  the 
growing  scarcity  of  whales  in  that  ocean,  they 
might  be  obtained  in  greater  abundance  in  the 
Northern  Ocean.  [Mr.  Baylies  said  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  was  mistaken,  and  made  an 
explanation.]  Mr.  T.  continued:  Admitting 
that  I  am  mistaken  in  that  fact,  and  that  our 
whale  and  seal  ships  are  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  River,  this  trade 
requires  not  your  protection  or  encouragement. 
There  has  been  no  document  laid  before  the 
House  to  show  that  it  is  required  or  even  asked 
for.  If  protection  were  required,  I  should  be 
as  ready  to  vote  for  it  as  any  member  of  this 
House ;  but  even  then  I  should  only  be  for  es- 
tablishing a  military  post.  The  advocates  for 
the  biU  say  there  is  no  port  on  the  whole  coast 
of  the  Pacific  in  which  our  vessels  have  a  right 
to  enter  and  refit.  But,  if  I  am  not  mistaken, 
our  citizens  have  not  only  found  it  practicable 
to  refit  their  ships  on  the  Columbia  River,  but 
they  have  even  built  vessels  there.  At  all  events 
those  who  are  concerned  in  the  trade  have  not 
complained  of  this  inconvenience,  and,  until 
they  do,  I  am  not  for  inviting  a  settlement  which, 
before  very  long,  must,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
be  lost  to  this  nation.  Mr.  T.  said  such  were 
his  honest  views  of  the  biU,  and  he  felt  himself 
bound  to  disclose  them,  professing  himself  ready 
to  abandon  them  if  they  should  be  shown  to  be 
erroneous. 

Mr.  Floyd  rose,  and,  in  order  to  accommo- 
date the  wishes  of  some  gentlemen,  who  desired 
time  to  consider  this  subject,  and  also  because  a 
resolution  had  been  this  day  laid  on  the  table 
calling  for  further  information  on  the  subject, 
moved  that  the  further  consideration  of  this  bUl 
be  postponed  to  the  second  Monday  in  January. 
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This  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  House 
adjourned. 

TnuBBDAT,  December  19. 
Presentation  of  Meddla  ly  Oeorge  W.  Eming, 
Esq.,  late  U.  S.  Minister  to  Spam. 
Mr.  Aleiandee  Smtth,  from  the  Joint  Li- 
brary Committee,  to  ■whom  was  referred  the 
letter  of  George  W.  Erving,  Esq.,  accompany- 
ing a  collection  of  medals,  reported  that  they 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  be  directed  to  express 
to  George  W.  Erving,  Esq.,  the  thanks  of  this  House 
for  the  liberal  donation  of  French  and  American 
medals  made  by  him  to  Congress,  for  the  use  of  the 
National  Library. 

The  report  being  read,  the  question  was 
taken  to  concur  in  the  resolution  therein  sub- 
mitted, and  passed  in  the  affirmative  unani- 
mously. 

The  following  letter  and  catalogue  accom- 
panied the  report : 

Boston,  July  i,  1822. 

Sib  :  The  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address 
to  yon  on  the  4th  July,  1819,  and  which  Mr. 
Lowndes  was  so  obliging  as  to  take  charge  of  and 
deliver,  was  intended  to  have  been  accompanied  by 
the  oollectionof  medals  therein  referred  to,  but  this 
was  unfortunately  lost  on  board  the  ship  "Factor," 
bound  to  New  York ;  of  which  accident  it  appears 
that  the  House  was  duly  informed  by  its  committee. 
As  soon  as  I  heard  of  it,  I  endeavored  to  procure  a 
duplicate  of  the  collection,  and  succeeded,  a  few 
days  before  I  left  Paris,  in  April  last.  This,  to- 
gether with  the  medals  which  have  been  struck  at 
Paris  to  commemorate  some  principal  events  of,  and 
men  distinguished  in,  our  Revolution,  I  take  the  lib- 
erty, through  you,  sir,  of  herewith  sending  and 
offering  to  Congress  for  the  use  of  the  National 
Library. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  &o. 

GEORGE  W.  ERYING. 

To  the  Hon.  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

P.  S.  A  principal  catalogue  of  the  French  medals 
is  enclosed  in  the  case  which  contains  them.  The 
American  medals  are  but  five,  proper,  viz  :  One  of 
General  Washington  at  the  siege  of  Boston  ;  one  of 
Doctor  Franklin  ;  one  of  Paul  Jones ;  two  of  the 
battle  of  the  Cowpens.  To  these  I  have  thought  it 
well  to  add  Columbus  and  Kosciusko,  taken  from 
the  collection  of  illustrious  men  deceased,  now  pub- 
lishing in  the  French  Mint.  G.  W.  E. 

MONNATE  DES  MEDAILLES. 

Collection  des  Medailles  en  bronze,  des  campagnea  et  du 

Hgne  de  VEmpereur  Napoleon. 

designation  des  medailles. 

1796  Bataille  de  Montenotte.* 
Bataille  de  Mill6simo. 
Bataille  de  Castiglione. 

1797  Eeddition  de  Mantoue. 
Capitulation  de  Mantoue.* 


1797 
1798 


1799 
1800 


1801 
1802 


1803 


Passage  du  Tagliamento. 

Traits  de  Campo-Formio. 

Conquete  de  la  Basse-Egypte.* 

Conqu4te  de  la  Haute-Egypto.* 

L'Egypte  Conquise.* 

Eetour  h,  Frejus.* 

Passage  du  Grand  Saint-Bernard.* 

Bataille  de  Marengo. 

Mort  du  General  Desaix. 

Colonne  Departementale. 

Colonne  nationale. 

Le  Quai  Desaix. 

Honneurs  rendus  4  Turenne. 

Attentat  du  trois  Nivose. 

Paix  de  Lun^ville. 

Autre  sur  le  meme  sujet. 

Paix  d'Amiens. 

Autre  sur  le  mfeme  sujet. 

Eitablifsement  du  Culte. 

Organisation  de  I'lnatmction  publique,* 

N6gociations  avec  I'Angleterre.* 

Conquete  du  Hanovre.* 

La  V^nus  de  Mddicis.* 

Les  Ecoles  de  Pharmaoie.* 

La  Fortune  Conservatrice.* 

Le  Mns^e  Napoleon,    (Salle  de  I'Appollon.* 

(2  medals.)  (Salle  du  Laocoon.* 

La  Legion  d'Honneur.* 
L'Ecole  des  Mines  du  Mont-Blanc* 
Le  Camp  de  Boulogne.* 
Construction  des  deux,  mUle  Barques.* 
Le  Code  Napoleon.* 
Le  Couronnement  k  Paris.*  (4  medals.) 
Le  Sacre* 

Eepas  donn^  par  la  ville  de  Paris. 
Fetes  du  Couronnement. 
Distribution  des  Aigles.* 
La  Monnaie  des  M^daiQes  rStablie.* 
Soci^ti  Centrale  de  Vaccine.* 
Visite  du  Pape  Pie  VH.* 
Couronnement  h  MUan.* 
Le  Tombeau  de  Desaix.* 
Autre,  avec  inscription.* 
La  Ligurie  r^unie  4  la  France.* 
Les  Ecoles  de  M^decine.* 

Premiere  Campagne  d'Autriche. 

1805  Levte  du  Camp  de  Boulogne.* 
Allocution  sur  le  Pont  du  Lech.* 
Capitulation  d'Ulm  et  de  Memmingen.* 
Prise  de  Vienne  et  de  Presbourg.* 
Reprise  des  Drapcaux  h  luspruck.* 
Bataille  d'Austerlitz.* 

Les  trois  Empereurs.* 
Entrevue  des  deux  Empereurs.* 
Deputation  des  Maires  de  Paris  et  Schoen- 

brunn. 
Paix  de  Presbourg.* 
Cathfidrale  de  Vienne.* 
Conquete  de  Venise.* 

1806  Conquete  de  ITstrie.* 
Conquete  de  la  Dalmatie.* 
Conquete  de  Naples.* 
Souverainetfis  donn^es.* 
Mariage  du  Prince  de  Bade.* 
Colonne  de  la  Grande  Arm6e.* 
L'Arc  de  Triomphe.* 

Campagnes  de  Prusse  et  de  Pologne. 
1806  Confederation  du  Khin.* 
BataiUe  d'Kna.* 


1804 


1805 
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1806  Autre  sur  le  lufeme  sujet. 
Entree  h  Berlin.* 

Capitolatiou  des  quatre  Forteresses  de   la 

Prusse.* 
Alliance  aveo  la  Saxe.* 
Occupation  de  Hambourg.* 

1807  Les  Aigles  Fran9aises  siir  la  Vistule.* 
Bataille  d'Eylau.* 

S^jour  &  Ost^rode.* 

Bataille  de  Friedland.* 

La  Victoire  du  14  Juin.* 

Occupation  des  troia  Capitales.* 

Coriquete  de  la  Sil^sie.* 

Paix  de  Tilsit.* 

Le  grand  Duch6  de  Varsovie.* 

Le  Royaume  de  Westphalie.* 

Mariage  du  Roi  de  Westphalie.* 

Reunion  de  I'Etrurie  h,  I'Empire.* 

Le  Simplou.* 

Route  de  Nice  h  Rome.* 

L'Aigle  couronnfie.* 

Campaffne  WEspagne, 

1808  L'Entrfo  a  Madrid. 

JSeconde  Campagne  dAittriche, 

1809  Rupture  du  Traits  deTresbourg,  etBatailles 

d'Abensberg  et  d'Eokmiihl.* 
Depart  de  Paris,  et  entree  h  Vienne.* 
BataiUe  d'Essling,  et  passage  du  Danube.* 
Prise  de  Raab.* 

Attaque  d'Anvers,  et  SSjour  k  Scboenbriinn.* 
Reunion  de  I'Etat  Remain  k  I'Empire.* 
Rome  seconde  Capitale.* 
Conqufete  de  I'lUyrie.* 
Bataille  de  Wagram.* 
Paix  de  Vienne.* 
Visite  du  Roi  de  Saxe  k  la  Monnaie  des  M^- 

dailles.* 

1810  Visite  du  Roi  et  de  la  Reine  de  Bavifere  h  la 

Monnaie  des  Medailles.* 
Mariage  de  I'Empereur.*     (4  medals.) 
L'Amour  emportant  le  Foudre.* 
Visite  du  Grand  Duo  de  Wurtzbourg  k  la 

Monnaie  des  M6daiUes. 
Statue  de  Desaix.* 
Le  Canal  de  I'Ourcq.* 
Orpbelines  de  la  Legion  d'Honneur.* 
Pompe  Fun&bre  du  Due  de  Montebello. 

1811  Naissance  du  Roi  de  Rome.* 
.Bapteme  du  Roi  de  Rome. 

Le  Roi  de  Rome.*     (3  medals.) 

Campagne  de  Bussiei 

1812  Prise  de  Wilna.* 
Bataille  de  la  Moskowa.* 
Entree  k  Moscou.* 

Les  Aigles  Fran^aises  sur  le  Borysthfeue.* 
Les  Aigles  Franjaises  sur  le  Wolga.* 
Retraite  de  I'Armee.* 
Fondation  de  I'Eoole  des  Beaux  Arts  k  Rome. 

1813  Bataille  de  Lutzeu.* 
Bataille  de  Wurtchen.* 

Le  Monument  du  Mont  Cenis.* 

1814  Fevrier,  1814.* 

1815  Retour  de  I'Empereur.* 
L'lmp^ratrioe  Marie  Louise.* 
La  Princesse  Elisa.* 

La  Princesse  Pauline.* 


1815  La  Reine  de  Naples.* 
La  Reine  Hortense.* 

Note. — ^Those  marked  thus  (*)  were  ordered  by 
the  Government,  and  designed  and  executed  under 
the  direction  of  M.  Denon. 


MoNDAT,  December  23. 
A  new  member,  to  Tnt,  from  Pennsylvania, 
Dahiel  TJdeeb,  elected  to  supply  tbe  vaoancy 
occasioned  by  the  death  of  Ludwig  'Worman, 
appeared,  produced*  Ha  credentials,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Erving  and  the  Medals. 
The  Speaker  communicated  to  the  House  the 
following  letter : 

WASHiNGTOir,  December  21,  1822. 

Sir  :  I  am  highly  sensible  of  the  honor  which  I 
have  received  in  your  official  letter  of  yesterday,  ac- 
quainting me  with  the  resolution  which  the  House  of 
Representatives  has  deigned  to  pass,  in  reference  to 
the  contribution  towards  a  cabinet  of  medals,  for  the 
use  of  the  National  Library,  which  I  ventured  to  pre- 
sent to  it. 

I  beg  you,  sir,  to  accept  my  best  acknowledgments 
for  the  very  obhging  terms  in  which  you  have  com- 
municated that  resolution,  and  for  the  personal  senti- 
ments with  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  accom- 
pany it   '  With  very  great  respect,  &c. 

GEORGE  W.  ERVING. 
Hon.  Philip  P.  BAEBotrE, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  letter  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Road  througli  the  Black  Swamp,  in  Ohio. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Vanob,  the  House  then  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  following  bill : 

A  Bill  for  laying  out  and  making  a  road,  from  the 
lower  Rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie  to  the 
Western  boundary  of  the  Connecticut  Western  Re- 
servo,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  agreeably  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Treaty  of  Brownstown. 
Be  it  enacted,  Sfc,  That  the  State  of  Ohio  is  here- 
by authorized  to  lay  out,  open,  and  construct  a  road, 
from  the  lower  Rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie  to 
the  Western  boundary  of  the  Connecticut  Western 
Reserve,  in  such  a  manner  as  the  Legislature  of  said 
State  may  by  law  provide,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  which  road,  when  con- 
structed, shall  forever  remain  a  public  highway. 

Sec.  2.  That,  in  order  to  enable  the  State  of  Ohio 
to  open  and  construct  said  road,  a  tract  of  land,  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  feet  wide,  whereon  to  locate  the 
same,  together  with  one  mile  on  each  side  thereof,  and 
adjoining  thereto,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  making 
said  road,  is  hereby  granted  to  said  State,  to  com- 
mence at  the  Miami  Rapids,  and  terminate  at  the 
Western  boundary  of  the  Connecticut  Western  Re- 
serve, with  fun  power  and  authority  to  sell  and  con- 
vey tile  same,  and  apply  the  proceeds  to  the  making 
of  said  road ;  and  in  case  the  said  tract  of  land  shall 
seU  for  a  greater  sum  than  shall  be  sufficient  to  com- 
plete such  road,  then  the  residue  thereof  shall  remain 
with  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  a  fund  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  said  road  in  repair. 
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Sbo.  3.  That,  in  case  any  of  the  lands,  through 
which  it  may  be  thought  expedient  to  open  said  road, 
may  have  been  previously  sold  by  the  United  States, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  directed  to 
pay  such  officer  as  the  State  of  Ohio  may  appoint  for 
that  purpose,  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  a  quan- 
tity equal  to  one  mile  on  each  side  of  said  road. 

Seo.  i.  That,  whenever  the  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Ohio  shall  have  laid  before  the  President  of  the 
United  States  a  survey  of  the  location  of  said  road, 
and  the  President  shall  have  approved  the  same,  then 
the  right  of  the  State  to  said  tract  of  land  shall  be 
considered  as  complete,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid ; 
and  the  President  shall  direct,  that,  imtil  the  first  day 
of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
three,  none  of  the  public  lands  shall  be  sold,  within 
three  miles  on  each  side  of  a  line,  to  be  drawn  direct 
from  the  foot  of  the  Eapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake 
Erie  to  the  lower  Kapids  of  Sandusky,  thence  to  the 
Western  boundary  of  the  Connecticut  Western  Re- 
serve. 

On  a  call  for  information  of  the  grounds  and 
object  of  the  bill — 

Mr.  Vancb  briefly  stated  them,  as  they  stand 
in  the  report  of  the  committee  accompanying 
the  bill;  from  which  it  appears,  that  the  treaty 
referred  to  in.  the  biU  was  concluded  on  the  25th 
day  of  November,  1808,  and  that  its  exclusive 
object  appears  to  have  been  to  obtain  the  estab- 
lidtmient  of  a  practicable  and  convenient  road 
from  the  interior  settlements   of  the  United 
States  to  those  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 
Many  of  the  tribes  of  Indians  with  whom  that 
treaty  was  concluded,  were,  in  virtue  of  pre- 
vious treaties,  entitled  to  receive,  within  that 
Territory,  large  annuities.      There  never  had 
been  any  artificial  road  leading  to  it,  except 
through  the  province  of  Upper  Canada.  Delays 
had,  consequently,  occurred  in  the  transmission 
of  those  annuities,  and  reiterated  complaints  were 
made  because  they  were  not  received,  or,  if  re- 
ceived, frequently  damaged.    To  obviate  such 
difficulties,  and  in  the  expectation  that  many 
important  advantages  would  result  to  them, 
from  a  measure  which  promised  to  bring  them 
more  immediately  under  the  observation  and 
protection  of   the    Government,  the  Indians, 
parties  to  the  treaty,  without  any  other  remu- 
neration than  such  incidental  benefits  as  they 
anticipated  from  the  establishment  of  the  pro- 
posed road,  voluntarily  ceded  to  the  United 
States  a  tract  of   land  of  one   hundred  and 
twenty  feet  in  width,  extending  from  the  "  foot 
of  the  Rapids  of  the  Miami  of  the  Lake,''  to  the 
western  line  of  the  "  Connecticut  Western  Re- 
serve," and  all  the  land  within  one  mile  of  said 
tract,  on  each  side  of  it ;  and  also  another  tract 
of  land,  of  one  hundred  and   twenty  feet  in 
width,  extending  from  Lower  Sandusky,  south- 
wardly, to  the  boundary  line  established  by  the 
Treaty  of  Greenville.    Afterwards,  in  Septem- 
ber, ISIT,  the  Treaty  of  the   Rapids  of  the 
Miami  was  concluded,  (2d  Session,  15th  Con- 
gress,) by  the  subsequent  ratification  of  which, 
tiie  Indian  title  to  the  whole  country  within' 
which  the  contemplated  roads  were  to  be  locat- 
ed became  vested  in  this  Government.    The 


Black  Swamp,  so  celebrated  in  the  annals  of 
our  recent  history,  is  an  extensive  morass,  which 
winds  round  the  southeastern  border  of  Michi- 
gan ;  it  terminates,  on  the  north,  at  the  border 
of  Lake  Erie,  comprehending  a  width  of  about 
thbty  miles.  It  extends  so  far  southerly  and 
southwesterly,  as  to  interrupt  all  communication 
by  land  between  the  settlements  in  Michigan 
and  those  in  the  interior  of  the  United  States. 
No  reliance,  however,  can  be  placed  upon  the 
individual  industry  of  that  country  to  construct 
a  road  over  such  a  morass.  The  construction 
of  a  road  must  precede  the  establishment  there 
of  any  considerable  population,  &c.  The  land 
which  waa  asked  for,  Mr.  V.  said,  was  of  no 
value  to  the  United  States  at  present,  and  could 
be  of  none  until  the  road  was  made.  An  ap- 
propriation of  land  was  asked  for  this  purpose, 
because  it  was  supposed  it  would  be  more 
readily  granted  than  an  appropriation  of  money. 
Had  this  road  been  made  before  the  late  war, 
Mr.  V.  said,  millions  of  dollars  would  have  been 
saved  to  the  United  States ;  and,  if  we  should 
be  again  at  war  with  the  owners  of  Canada,  it 
would  be  more  important  to  this  Government 
than  any  fortification,  however  costly,  in  any 
part  of  the  United  States.  At  present,  for  more 
than  six  months  of  the  year  the  road  was  wholly 
impassable ;  and  at  the  time  the  ordinary  course 
of  travelling  to  get  into  the  State  from  Michi- 
gan, &c.,  was  to  go  through  Canada,  &c.  The 
road  was  of  comparatively  little  importance  to 
the  State  of  Ohio,  passing  along  her  margin 
only,  but  it  was  of  vast  importance  to  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan,  &o. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sloake,  of  Ohio,  the  bill 
was  amended,  by  adding,  to  the  end  of  the 
third  section,  the  words  "at  the  minimum 
price." 

On  motion  of  the  same  gentleman,  the  bill 
was  further  amended,  by  adding  to  the  bill  a 
proviso  that  nothing  in  this  bill  contained 
should  be  construed  to  authorize  the  State  of 
Ohio  to  claim  any  money  from  the  Treasury  for 
the  making  this  road,  except  moneys  arising 
from  the  sale  of  the  land  designated  in  the  bUl. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vanob,  the  latter  part  of 
the  fourth  section,  beginning  with  the  words 
"  And  the  President,"  &c.,  was  stricken  out. 

Thus  amended,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the 
House ;  and  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Vance,  who 
wished  to  give  full  time  to  gentlemen  to  ex- 
amine the  bill  and  report,  &o.,  the  bill  was  for 
the  present  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Tttesdat,  December  24. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Massachusetts, 
Gideon  Baestow,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

State  of  tJie  Finances. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmit- 
ting the  annual  report  from  that  department 
on  the  state  of  the  finances ;  of  which,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  MoLanb,  five  thousand  copies  were 
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ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House. 
The  report  is  as  foUows : 

In  otedieuce  to  the  directions  of  the  "  Act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  to  establish  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment," the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respectfully 
submits  the  following  report : 

\.  Of  the  public  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  years 
1821  and  1822. 
The  net  revenue  which  accrued  from  duties  on 

imports  and  tonnage,  during  the  year  1821,  amount- 
ed to  $15,894,434:  42. 

The  actual  receipts  in  the  Treasury,  during  the  year 
1821,  including  the  loan  of  $5,000,000,  amounted 
to  -  -        -       $19,573,703  72 

Viz: 

Customs         -         113,004,447  15 

Public  lands  exclu- 
sive of  Mississippi 
stock 

Arrears  of  internal 
duties  and  direct 
tax;  dividend  on 
stock  in  the  Bank 
of  the  United 
States,  and  other 
incidental  receipts 

Loan  authorized  by 
act  of  the  3d  of 
March,  1821,  in- 
cluding a  premi- 
um of  S264,703 
70,  gained  on  the 
same 


1,212,966  46 


356,290  11 


6,000,000  CO 


Making,  with  the 
balances  in  the 
Treasury,  on  the 
1st  of  January, 
1821,  of 


1,198,461  21 


An  aggregate  of        -         ■        -        20,772,164  93 
The  expenditures  during  the  year 

1821,  amounted  to  -        -        19,090,572  69 


Civil,  diplomatic,  & 

miscellaneous         $2,241,871  54 

Military  service,  in- 
cluding fortiiSca- 
tions,  ordnance, 
Indian  depart- 
ment. Revolution- 
ary and  military- 
pensions,  arming 
the  mihtia,  and 
arrearages  prior 
to  the  1st  Jan- 
nary,  1817 

Naval  service,  in- 
cluding the  grad- 
ual increase  of 
the  Navy 

Public  debt 


6,162,364  47 


3,319,243  06 
8,367,093  62 


Leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasmry, 
on  the  Ist  of  January,  1822,  of 

The  actual  receipts  in  the  Treasury, 
during  the  three  first  quarters  of 
the  year  1822,  are  estimated  to 
have  amounted  to  $14,745,408  76. 


1,681,592  24 


Customs 


Public  lands,  exclu- 
sive of  Mississippi 
stock  -         .        - 

Arrears  of  internal 
duties  and  direct 
tax,  dividend  on 
stock  in  the  bank, 
and  other  inciden- 
tal receipts 

Balances  of  appro- 
priations for  the 
War  and  Navy 
Departments,  re- 
turned to  the 
Treasury,  and 
carried  to  the  sur- 
plus fund 

The  actual  receipts 
into  the  Treasury, 
during  the  4th 
quarter,  are  esti- 
mated at 

Making  the  total 
estimated  receipts 
into  the  Treasury 
during  the  year 
1822 


Viz: 
$12,648,933  15 


1,298,484  56 


391,871  76 


406,119  28 


6,000,000  00 


19,745,408  75 


And  with  the  balance  in  the  Treas- 
ury, on  the  1st  of  January,  1822, 
forming  an  aggregate  of 

The  expenditures  during  the  three 
first  quarters  of  the  year  1822, 
are  estimated  to  have  amounted 
to  $12,278,653  32. 

Viz: 

Civil,  diplomatic,  & 

miscellaneous         $1,536,434  24 

Military  service,  in- 
cluding fortifica- 
tions, ordnance, 
Indian  depart- 
ment. Revolution- 
ary and  military 
pensions,  arming 
the  militia,  and 
arrearages  prior 
to  1st  January, 
1817        -        - 

Naval  service,  in- 
cluding the  grad- 
ual increase  of 
the  Navy 

Public  debt 

Expenditures  during 
aie  fourth  quar- 
ter, including  the 
redemption  of  the 
$2,500,000  of  six 
per  cent,  stock  of 
1820,  are  estima- 
ted at 


21,427,000  99 


4,930,210  56 


1,538,952  00 
4,273,056  52 


-     6,000,000  00 


Making  the  total  estimated  exp,endi- 
tnreofthe  year  1822 


18,278,653  32 


410 


ABKIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  OF  R.] 


ReeolvUonary  Canadian  Refugees. 


[Decemeeb,  1822. 


And  leaving  in  the  Treasury,  on  the 
1st  of  January,  1823,  an  estima- 
ted balance  of        -        - 


$3,148,347  67 


.  After  deducting  from  this  sum  certain  balances  of 
appropriation,  amounting  to  Jl,232,212  11,  which 
are  necessary  to  effect  the  objects  for  which  they 
were  severally  made,  or  have  been  deducted  from 
the  estimates,  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year,  a 
balance  of  $1,916,135  66  remains;  which,  with  the 
receipts  into  the  Treasury  during  the  year  1823, 
constitutes  the  means  for  defraying  the  current  ser- 
vice of  that  year. 

Aid  to  the  Oreeks. 
Mr.  DwiGHT  said  he  was  requested  to  present 
the  memorial  of  William  Thornton,  Walter 
Jones,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  other  respect- 
able citizens  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  in 
behalf  of  the  Greeks.  Whatever  doubts  this 
House  might  entertain  in  regard  to  the  specific 
appropriation  prayed  for  by  the  memorial  in 
behalf  of  this  interesting  and  unfortunate  peo- 
ple—doubts which  he  felt  himself  constrained 
to  say  he  entertained  not  less  sparingly  than 
any  gentleman  upon  the  floor ;  he  felt  assured 
that  they  would  all  concur  in  the  opinion  that 
the  sentiments  of  the  memorialists  were  not 
less  honorable  to  them  than  accordant  to  the 
spirit  of  this  nation.  Indeed,  he  was  quite  sure 
he  did  not  exaggerate  when  he  asserted  that 
there  was  a  sympathy,  deep  and  universal, 
throughout  the  country,  in  behalf  of  this  op- 
pressed and  injured  nation.  The  memorialists, 
in  reply  to  the  charge  of  enthusiasm  in  relation 
to  a  remote  and  feeble  people  struggling  for 
liberty  against  the  power  of  the  Ottoman  Em- 
pire, would  have  a  right  to  call  upon  the  House 
to  recollect  that  not  half  a  century  had  elapsed 
since  a  less  numerous,  though  more  enlightened 
people,  had  successfully  made  war  upon  the 
most  powerful  nation,  on  earth ;  and  that,  too, 
for  evils  which,  compared  to  the  massacre  of 
Chios  and  the  tyranny  of  those  inhuman  mas- 
ters, were  easily  to  be  borne.  Nor,  sir,  wiU  the 
House  need  to  be  reminded  that  not  half  a  doz- 
en years  have  elapsed  since  the  intrepid  and 
eloquent  advocate  of  South  American  independ- 
ence, stood  in  a  small  minority  upon  this  floor, 
and  upon  a  question,  too,  which,  at  the  last 
session,  was  carried  in  this  House  by  acclama- 
tion. Indeed,  but  yesterday  we  were  told  that 
the  recognition  of  South  American  independ- 
ence was  no  longer  opposed  by  the  British 
Government,  because  it  can  no  longer  be  resist- 
ed. Eegard  to  the  just  interests  of  our  own 
country,  perhaps,  ought  to  prevent  our  making 
the  appropriation  prayed  for ;  but  no  consider- 
ations of  delicacy  or  propriety  could  deter  the 
memorialists  from  the  expressions  of  feeling  in 
behalf  of  the  Greeks  against  a  nation  with 
whom  we  have  never  had  negotiation,  or  truce, 
or  treaty.  The  House  would  view,  with  an  in- 
terest proportioned  to  the  importance  of  the 
question,  that,  should  Liberty  be  now  unable  to 
maintain  herself  in  Greece,  the  country  of  her 


earliest  temples  and  longest  worship,  she  would 
cease  to  have  a  footing  on  either  of  three  con- 
tinents, or  an  existence  in  the  governments  of 
six  hundred  millions  of  people.  He  did  not 
mean,  by  the  remarks  he  had  made,  to  commit 
himself  to  any  ulterior  measures  upon  the  sub- 
ject ;  but  he  thought  it  his  duty  not  to  refuse 
an  application  from  so  respectable  a  source,  and 
particularly  from  a  portion  of  our  citizens  who 
are  unrepresented  upon  this  floor.  For  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  the  opinion  of  the  House 
as  to  the  destination  of  the  memorial,  he  would 
now  move  that  it  be  read,  and  he  hoped  that 
some  gentleman  of  more  experience  than  him- 
self would  move  for  it  such  reference  as  the 
House  might  think  proper  to  give  it. 

Opposition  being  made  to  the  memorial, 

Ml-.  DwiGHT  then  rose,  and  said  he  was  in- 
duced by  the  suggestions  of  some  gentlemen, 
for  whose  opinions  he  had  the  highest  respect, 
to  withdraw  his  motion  for  referring  the  me- 
morial to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Kelations, 
and  moving  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

The  memorial  was  accordingly  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table.     And  the  House  adjourned  to 

Friday.  

Feldat,  December  27. 
Setidlutionary  Canadian  Refugees. 

Mr.  Walwoeth  submitted  for  consideration 
the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  and  Un- 
finished Business  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  reviving  and  continuing  in  force,  for  a 
further  time,  the  acts  of  the  7th  of  April,  1798,  and 
of  the  24th  of  February,  1810,  which  provide  for 
the  relief  of  the  refugees  from  the  British  Provinces 
of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  agreeably  to  the  res»ln- 
tions  of  Congress,  of  the  22d  of  April,  1783,  and  the 
13th  of  Aprfl,  1785. 

Some  opposition  appearing  to  this  resolution — 
Mr.  Walwoeth  stated  the  object  of  it.  In 
the  year  1783,  the  Old  Congress,  by  resolution, 
promised  to  make  provision  for  those  persons 
who  were  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  the  United 
States  during  the  war  of  the  Eevolution.  In 
1785,  this  pledge  was  renewed  in  the  same 
manner.  Nothing  was  done  towards  the  re- 
demption of  these  pledges,  until  the  year  1798, 
when  a  law  passed  for  their  relief,  the  duration 
of  which  was  limited  to  two  years.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  shortness  of  the  limitation,  a  great 
many  of  those  who  were  entitled  to  relief  did 
not  obtain  it.  In  1810,  the  law  was  revived 
for  another  short  term  of  time,  and  then  suffered 
to  expire,  before  some  of  these  persons  had  as- 
certained that  such  a  law  had  ever  passed.  He 
wished  this  law  to  be  now  revived,  that  three 
or  four  of  his  constituents,  who  had  no  knowl- 
edge of  the  law  whilst  it  was  in  force,  might 
now  obtain  the  benefit  of  it.  Mr.  W.  said  he 
could  not  see  any  just  reason  why  the  United 
States  should  establish  a  statute  of  limitations 
in  bar  of  equitable  claims  against  the  Govern- 
ment. He  himself  knew  one  person  who  was 
driven  from  his  home  during  the  Eevolution, 
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and  sacrificed  an  immense  property,  wlio  was 
now  in  his  seventieth  year,  pining  in  want. 
It  was  for  the  relief  of  such  objects  as  this  that 
he  wanted  the  bill  passed. 

Mr.  Bassett  suggested  that,  if  the  cases  were 
so  few  it  would  be  much  better  to  act  upon  them 
individually,  instead  of  passing  any  general  law 
upon  the  subject.  He  was  not  an  advocate  for 
an  act  of  limitation  further  than  it  was  neces- 
sary to  guard  the  Government  against  imposi- 
tions, but  limitation  to  claims  seemed  in  that 
point  of  view  to  be  necessary. 

Mr.  Walwoeth  said  he  could  not  undertake 
to  say  how  many  cases  there  were  in  other  parts 
of  the  United  States.  It  was  not  on  the  indi- 
vidual cases  that  he  relied  for  the  ground  of  his 
motion,  but  it  was  the  principle  of  the  case 
that  he  spoke  of.  "Whether  there  were  one, 
two,  twenty,  or  two  hundred  cases,  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Government  to  provide  for  them. 
This  law  would,  moreover,  grant  nothing  to  the 
claimants,  but  merely  authorize  them  to  bring 
forward  their  claims  for  Congress  to  pass  upon. 

Mr.  Vance  said,  the  land  set  apart  for  the 
location  of  land  warrants  in  the  case  of  the 
Canadian  refugees,  was  within  the  limits  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  and,  as  soon  as  the  warrants  were 
located  under  the  former  law,  the  Government 
had  ordered  the  whole  of  the  remainder  of  the 
land  to  be  surveyed  and  sold.  The  titles  to  the 
lands  thus  sold,  and  now  highly  improved,  ought 
not  to  be  disturbed,  or  in  any  manner  affected 
by  reviving  the  obsolete  law  which  set  apart 
that  land  for  a  particular  purpose. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
Mr.  Walworth's  resolution,  and  decided  in  the 
negative — 59  to  45. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Siblet,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  erecting  a  new  land  district 
in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  to  embrace  the 
lands  lying  in  the  Saguina  county  of  Lake  Huron, 
to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished. 

Charges  against  Judge  Tait. 

The  Speakee  laid  before  the  House  a  letter, 
addressed  to  him  by  Edwin  Lewis,  of  the  State 
of  Alabama,  preferring  charges  of  improper, 
corrupt,  and  extra-judicial  conduct,  against 
Charles  Tait,  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Alabama,  and 
soliciting  an  inquiry,  by  this  House,  into  the 
correctness  of  said  charges. 

Mr.  Cocke,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  had  no  ob- 
jection whatever  to  the  reference  of  these 
papers  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  but 
the  motion  to  print  the  documents,  without  any 
accusation  being  framed  in  this  House  against 
the  judge,  Mr.  C.  thought  was  going  beyond  the 
line  of  strict  duty.  K  the  committee  should  be 
of  opinion  that  there  was  just  ground  of  accusa- 
tion against  Judge  Tait,  then  the  papers  might 
be  printed ;  but  until  that  was  done,  he  should 
think  it  was  doing  great  injustice  to  Judge  Tait 
to  print  documents,  the  printing  of  which  might 
have  the  effect  to  blast  his  reputation,  as  seem- 


ing to  suppose  that  the  charges  of  this  individ- 
ual against  him  were  well  founded. 

Mr.  SATnsTDEES,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  had 
been  amember  of  the  committee  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, to  whom  a  communication,  of  simUar  im- 
port to  this,  had  been  referred,  and  a  general 
impression  prevailed  that  the  writer  must  be  a 
madman.  Those  who  examined  the  papers 
were  entirely  satisfied  that  no  injustice  had  been 
done  to  this  man.  If  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama considered  these  papers  entitled  to  any 
credit,  it  would  be  Ms  duty  to  have  a  select  com- 
mittee raised  to  examine  them.  Mr.  S.  was  confi- 
dent the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  would  not 
look  into  them,  because,  as  far  as  it  did  look  into 
the  similar  papers  at  the  last  session,  the  commit- 
tee was  satisfied  they  were  not  Worth  its  notice. 

Mr.  "Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  if  he 
did  vote  for  the  reference  of  these  papers,  it 
would  be  with  the  most  perfect  conviction,  on 
his  mind,  that  the  inquiry  would  result  in  the 
clear  acquittal  of  the  judge  who  is  accused. 
The  gentleman  who  had  thought  proper  to 
bring  forward  these  charges,  was  no  stranger 
to  many  members  of  this  House ;  and  the  gen- 
tleman who  last  spoke  had  informed  the 
House  that  some  members  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  at  the  last  session,  believed  him  to 
be  insane.  He  believed  the  whole  history  of 
that  person's  life  was  such  as  in  some  degree  to 
justify  this  impression,  and  it  was  high  time 
that  Congress  should  cease  to  be  harassed  by 
him.  He  was  totally  opposed  to  printing  the 
documents  in  this  or  any  case  presented  to  the 
House,  before  they  had  passed  under  the  review 
of  a  committee.  Suppose  these  accusations 
should  turn  out,  as  he  had  no  doubt  they  would 
turn  out,  to  be  frivolous  and  unworthy  of  the 
consideration  of  the  House ;  would  it  not  be  a 
subject  of  regret,  that  so  much  importance  had 
been  given  to  these  papers  as  to  print  them? 

Mr.  "Williams  said  he  had  avowed,  that 
he  was  not  opposed  to  the  reference  of  this 
memorial,  &c.  This  declaration  might  have 
assured  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  that 
he  was  not  disposed  to  prejudge  the  case.  Nor, 
Mr.  "W.  said,  did  he  pretend  to  any  acquaintance 
with  the  person  who  had  forwarded  this  me- 
morial. It  was  his  character,  and  not  his  per- 
son, he  said,  that  was  known  to  many  members 
of  this  House ;  and  how  known?  Some  six  or 
eight  years  ago,  it  would  be  recollected  by 
many  members,  this  Mr.  Lewis  sent  forward, 
more  than  once,  some  very  grave  charges  to 
this  House,  against  Judge  Toulmin,  who  was 
then  one  of  the  judges  of  the  United  States  for 
the  Territory  of  Alabama.  The  House  at  length 
took  them  up,  and  appointed  a  committee  to 
investigate  them.  The  committee,  having  done 
so,  reported  the  charges  to  be  frivolous  and  un- 
founded. The  gentleman  from  Alabama  him- 
self recollects  that,  at  the  last  session,  the  same 
individual  preferred  charges  against  Judge  Tait, 
and  we  are  now  assured,  by  a  member  of  that 
committee,  that  it  was  believed  by  some  of  them, 
after  examining  them,  that  the  man  was  not  in 
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his  right  senses.  But,  notwithstanding  all  this 
acquaintance  with  the  memorialist,  Mr.  V.  was 
willing  liis  charges  should  be  investigated.  But, 
how  long,  said  he,  are  we  to  be  troubled  in  this 
way?  I  suppose  if  he  sends  us  on  frivolous 
charges  against  the  judges  for  ninety  and  nine 
times,  we  are  patiently  to  hear  him  the  hun- 
dredth time,  even  though,  as  now,  he  intimates 
he  has  no  new  matter  to  present  to  the  House. 
It  was  due  to  the  character  of  the  House  that  a 
stop  should  be  put  to  such  proceedings,  and  he 
hoped,  after  this  investigation,  to  hear  no  more 
of  this  person's  charges,  &c. 

Mr.  Weight  said  he  had  a  perfect  recollection 
of  the  case  of  Judge  Toulmin,  against  whom 
charges  were  preferred  by  this  Mr.  Lewis ;  and 
the  committee  which  investigated  that  subject 
found  the  conduct  of  the  judge  to  have  been 
perfectly  unexceptionable.  Members  who  rep- 
resented States  on  this  floor,  Mr.  W.  said,  ought 
to  be  very  cautious  how  they  brought  matters 
of  this  sort  into  the  House,  and  ought  not  to  do 
it  but  upon  their  own  belief  in  the  truth  of  the 
accusations.  He  recollected,  at  the  last  session, 
the  Speaker  and  other  members  having  received 
letters  from  madmen,  complaining  of  supposed 
grievances,  &o., — and  in  the  course  of  his  expe- 
rience, every  member  of  Congress  will  recollect 
such  cases. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Maryland,  said,  this  peti- 
tion was  presented  to  this  House  at  the  last 
session ;  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  had  it 
under  their  consideration,  and  they  found  noth- 
ing in  the  petition  or  documents  to  induce 
them  formally  to  investigate  the  case.  Now, 
Mr.  N.  put  it  to  the  House,  and  particularly  to 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  whether,  after 
having  once  examined  the  case,  and  the  com- 
mittee being  satisfied  that  there  was  no  reason- 
able ground  for  complaint  against  the  judge,  it 
was  becoming  in  the  House  to  lend  its  sanction  to 
a  resolution  deliberately  implicating  the  charac- 
ter of  a  j  udge  ?  If  the  gentleman  would  consent 
to  lay  his  resolution  on  the  table,  Mr.  N.  said  he 
would  vote  for  the  reference  of  the  papers ;  but 
he  could  not  consent,  and  he  was  sure  this 
House  would  not,  viewing  it  as  he  did,  consent 
to  pass  this  resolution. 

Mi\  MooEB  said,  as  far  as  was  consistent  with 
what  he  believed  to  be  his  duty,  he  was  dis- 
posed to  accommodate  gentlemen,  and  he  wished 
he  could  accommodate  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  to  the  extent  of  his  wish ;  and  he  as- 
sured him,  that  if  the  effect  of  his  resolution 
would  be  to  make  an  imputation  upon  the  char- 
acter of  a  judge  without  just  ground  for  it,  he 
should  be  glad  the  business  would  take  that 
course  which  the  gentleman  proposed.  But, 
Mr.  M.  said  these  papers  had  not  been  read ; 
nor  were  they  read  at  the  last  session ;  he  there- 
fore wished  to  have  a  report  upon  them  from 
the  Judiciary  Committee.  And  what  have  we 
to  dread,  said  Mr.  M.,  if  they  should  be  required 
to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  the  charges  ?  No 
more  injury  could  be  done  to  the  character  of 
the  judge  by  asking  them  to  inquire  into  this 


matter,  than  would  be  done  by  a  bare  reference 
of  the  documents. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  resolution,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
ayes  71.    So  it  was 

Meaolved,  That  the  communication  and  accompany- 
ing documents  of  E.  Lewis,  Esq.,  impeaching  the 
ofBcial  conduct  of  Charles  Tait,  one  of  the  judges  of 
the  United  States  Court  for  the  district  of  Alabama, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

After  announcing  the  decision — 

The  Speakbe  rose,  and  said,  that,  in  regard  to 
these  papers,  whatever  might  be  his  personal 
feelings,  he  did  not  think  that  he  had  a  right 
to  forbear  laying  them  before  the  House.  He 
had  sometimes  felt  hesitation  in  laying  before 
this  House  papers  forwarded  to  him  as  Speaker; 
and  in  cases  where  the  matter  contained  in  them 
was  obviously  libellous,  he  had  forborne.  But 
a  charge  of  the  nature  of  this,  though  it  may, 
as  he  trusted  it  would,  turn  out  to  be  utterly 
libellous,  might  be  otherwise,  and  the  Speaker 
thought  he  had  not  the  right  to  withhold  the 
papers  from  the  House. 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 

Tuesday,  December  31. 

Surgeons  in  the  Navy. 
Mr.  MiTOHEix,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  and 
said,  he  begged  leave  to  introduce  a  resolution 
with  regard  to  the  surgeon's  department  in  the 
Navy.  His  mind  had  been  led  to  this  subject 
by  the  state  of  our  West  India  fleet.  It  would 
be  recollected  that  some  time  since  the  Mace- 
donian returned  from  her  cruise  with  the  loss 
of  eighty  men;  the  last  accounts  from  the 
Cyane  were,  that  she  lay  at  Laguira,  with  a 
dreadful  mortality  raging  on  board  of  her ;  and 
the  situation  of  the  Peacock  was  no  better.  He 
said  that,  at  first,  the  mortality  on  board  of  the 
Macedonian  was  attributed  to  her  not  being 
properly  purified  after  her  return  from  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean.  That,  he  believed,  had  been  made 
a  subject  of  inquiry  by  a  naval  court,  and,  upon 
investigation,  it  had  been  ascertained  that  every 
art  of  purification  had  been  employed  to  cleanse 
her.  He  said  that  he  had  not  observed  that  the 
crews  of  the  merchant  vessels  employed  in  the 
West  India  trade  had  been  afflicted  m  this  way, 
and  he  could  not  but  attribute  it  to  some  defect 
in  the  surgeon's  department.  He  hoped  that  it 
was  not  so ;  but  it  was  a  subject  worthy  of  the 
attention  of  the  House.  He  considered  the 
Navy  as  our  proper  defence — ^that  it  had  not 
only  protected  our  commerce,  but  given  char- 
acter to  our  nation — and  that  it  was  our  duty 
to  watch  over  it  with  the  greatest  solicitude. 
The  following  was  Mr.  Mitchell's  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  he  di- 
rected to  inform  this  House,  how  many  surgeons'  and 
surgeons'  mates  are  on  duty,  and  where ;  what  are 
the  annual  receipts  of  each  ;  and,  where  additional 
pay  is  received  for  extra  service,  what  is  the  nature 
and  extent  of  such  service. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 
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Intercourse  with  Sayti. 

Mr.  HrtL  submitted  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inqnire  into  the  present  state  of  the  trade 
and  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Island  of  Hayti,  and  report  what  measures  would  be 
necessary  to  improve  tiie  commerce  between  those 
countries. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  was  aware  that  another  branch 
of, the  Government  had  called  for  information 
from  the  President  on  this  subj  ect.  If  any  were 
obtained  by  that  call,  this  House  should  avail 
itself  of  the  advantage  of  it.  Be  that  as  it 
might,  Mr.  H.  said  he  was  very  desirous  that 
the  committee  should  now  be  directed  to  inves- 
tigate this  subject,  for  he  had  contemplated 
submitting  a  similar  resolution  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, and  should  have  done  it,  were  it  not  that 
we  then  had  important  negotiations  depending 
with  some  of  the  powers  of  Europe.  That  now 
ceases  to  be  the  case.  Hayti  is  now  one  of  the 
largest  islands  on  the  globe,  and  contains  in 
some  parts  of  it  a  dense  population,  a  great 
share  of  effective  labor,  and  possesses,  within 
itself,  the  resources  of  an  empire.  He  hoped 
therefore  the  resolution  might  be  adopted. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  resolution,  and 
it  was  agreed  to  without  debate. 


Fbidat,  January  3,  1823. 
Joseph  M.  Hesnakdez,  delegate   from  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  appeared,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

Public  Accounts. 

Mr.  "WiLUAMs,  of  Iforth  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
referred,  by  resolution,  reported  a  bill  in  addi- 
tion to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  prompt 
settlement  of  public  accounts,"  and  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  the  crime  of  perjury ;  which  bill 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  is  in  the  following  words : 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  in  the  settlement  of  ac- 
counts of  persons  remaining  charged  on  the  books  of 
the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  with  public  mo- 
neys advanced  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  July,  1815, 
the  proper  accounting  officers  he,  and  they  are  here- 
by, authorized  to  admit  to  the  credit  of  such  persons, 
respeotiTely,  the  amount  of  any  expenditures  made 
by  them,  which  were  at  the  time  authorized  by  law 
or  regulations,  notwithstanding  regular  vouchers  for 
the  same  may  not  be  produced,  if  the  impracticabil- 
ity of  producing  such  vouchers  shall  be'proved,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  said  accoimting  officers ;  and  if  the 
evidence  exhibited  in  lieu  thereof  shall  be  the  best  the 
nature  of  the  several  cases  will  admit  of,  and  such  as 
would  be  received  in  courts  of  justice :  Provided,  never- 
theless. That  the  credits  to  be  allowed  shall  in  no  case 
exceed  in  amount  the  sums  with  which  such  persons 
respectively  shall  be  charged  on  the  books  of  the  said 
Third  Auditor. 

Sec.  2.  And  te  it  further  enacted.  That  whenever, 
in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  before  mentioned,  a 
difference  of  opinion  shaU  arise  between  the  account- 


ing officers,  as  to  the  extent  of  the  credits  to  be  al- 
lowed, under,  or  by  virtue  of,  this  act,  such  case  shall 
be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  whose  decision 
shall  be  conclusive.  And  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty 
of  the  said  Secretary  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to 
Congress,  at  the  commencement  of  each  session,  a 
statement  comprising  the  names  of  the  persons  whose 
accounts  shall  have  been  settled  the  preceding  year, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  together  with 
the  amount  which  shall  have  been  passed  to  the 
credit  of  each,  under  the  several  heads  of  expenditure, 
and,  upon  evidence  o^er  than  such  as  has  been 
prescribed  by  the  laws  and  regulations  existing  be- 
fore the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  A'ni  he  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  per- 
son shall  swear,  or  affirm,  falsely,  touching  the  ex- 
penditure of  puhUc  money,  or  in  support  of  any  claim 
against  the  United  States,  he  or  she  shall,  upon  con- 
viction thereof,  suffer  as  for  wilful  and  corrupt  per- 


MoNDAT,  January  6. 
A  new  member,  to  wit,  from  South  Carolina, 
James  Hamilton,  jun.,  elected  to  supply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Wil- 
liam Lowndes,  appeared,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Indian  Trading  Establishments. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Peesident 
OF  THE  Uhited  States,  wHch  was  read,  and  is 
as  follows : 
To  ike  House  of  Mepreseniatives  of  the  United  States : 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  19th  of  December  last,  re- 
questing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  com- 
municate to  the  House  the  progress  which  has  been 
made  in  the  execution  of  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  abolish  the  Indian  Trading  Es- 
tablishments," with  a,  report  from  the  factories  re- 
spectively, as  the  same  were  made  to  him ;  I  trans- 
mit a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  the  documents  referred  to  by  that  resolution. 
In  further  execution  of  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
treaties  have  since  been  made  with  the  Osage  and 
Sac  Indians,  by  which  those  tribes  have  severally  re- 
linquished to  the  United  States  their  right,  under 
preceding  treaties,  to  the  maintenance  of  a  factory 
within  each,  respectively.        JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  Jan.  6,  1823. 

The  Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs. 


TuBSDAT,  January  7. 
Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Vermont, 
Chaeles  Eioh,  and  from  North  Carolina,  Lem- 
TTEL  Sawtee,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

Wedimsdat,  January  8. 
A  new   member,   to  wit,   from   Maryland, 
Isaac  MoKim,  elected  to  supply  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Samuel  Smith, 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Division  of  Florida. 
Mr.  HBEisrANBEZ  presented  a  memorial  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  St.  Augustine,  in  East  Flori- 
da, praying  that  the  Floridas  may  be  formed 
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into  two  distinct  Territorial  governments ;  that 
a  separate  board  of  commissioners  may  be  ap- 
pointed to  ascertain  titles  and  claims  to  land  in 
the  eastern  section  of  said  Territory ;  that  the 
expenses  attending  the  exhibition  of  proof  of 
title  to  lands  may  be  defrayed  out  of  the  Public 
Treasury ;  that  settlements  may  be  allowed  on 
the  public  lands,  with  permission  to  the  set- 
tlers, subsequently,  to  purchase  their  improve- 
ments at  the  minimum  price  established  for 
said  lands ;  that  the  aid  of  Congress  may  be 
extended  in  the  opening  and  repaiiing  of  roads, 
and  the  erection  of  bridges  in  said  Territory ; 
that  lighthouses  and  buoys  may  be  erected  and 
placed  at  certain  points,  designated  in  said  me- 
morial ;  that  adequate  measures  may  be  adopt- 
ed to  insure  the  tranquillity  and  security  of  the 
Territory  against  the  aggressions  of  the  Semi- 
nole Indians ;  that  measures  may  be  adopted 
for  settling  the  claims  to  land  derived  from 
grants  from  the  British  Government,  common- 
ly called  British  grants ;  that  the  members  of 
the  Legislative  Council  may  hereafter  be  elected 
by  the  people;  that  the  operation  of  an  act, 
passed  by  the  said  council,  for  the  levying  and 
collection  of  taxes,  which  the  memorialists  com- 
plain of  as  oppressive  and  unjust,  may  be  sus- 
pended by  act  of  Congress.  The  memorialists 
further  complain  against  another  act  of  the  said 
council,  whereby  common  soldiers  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  quartered  in  said  Terri- 
tory, are  permitted  to  vote  in  the  election  of  a 
delegate  to  Congress,  and  praying  for  a  correc- 
tion of  the  evil.  And  further,  that  the  judicial 
system  of  said  Territory  may  be  so  altered  as 
to  be  better  suited  to  the  genius  and  condition, 
and  the  present  political  situation  of  its  inhabi- 
tants ;  which  memorial  was  read ;  and  its  sub- 
jects referred  to  the  proper  committees. 


Thuesdat,  January  9. 
Boadfrom  Ohio  to  Michigan. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Vaitoe, 
took  up  the  bill  to  appropriate  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  land  to  defray  the  charge  of  laying  out 
and  making  a  road  from  the  mouth  of  the  Mi- 
ami of  Lake  Erie  to  the  Connecticut  Reserve. 

Mr.  Vanob  delivered,  more  at  length  than 
heretofore,  the  views  which  he  entertained  of 
the  importance  of  the  measure  proposed  by  the 
bill.  He  stated  facts  showing  the  enormous 
charge  of  transportation  of  supplies  from  Ohio 
to  Michigan,  during  the  late  war,  for  the  want 
of  a  passable  road.  He  replied  to  anticipated 
objections,  on  the  score  of  the  value  of  the  land 
proposed  to  be  applied  to  this  object.  The 
whole  quantity  to  be  granted  to  the  purpose  he 
estimated  at  57,000  acres,  worth,  at  the  mini- 
mum price,  $72,000,  but  in  fact  worth  much 
less  to  the  IJnited  States,  from  its  inaccessi- 
bility. He  did  not  believe,  however,  it  was 
worth,  in  the  market,  more  than  sixty-two  and 
a  half  cents  per  acre,  which  would  make  only 
an  amount  of  $36,000  to  be  applied  to  this  great 
object.    He  hoped  it  would  not  be  considered  a 


heresy  in  politics  to  state  that  the  Northwestern 
frontier  was  equally  entitled  to  protection  with 
other  parts  of  the  United  States.  If  this  land 
was  in  reality  worth  two  dollars  and  a  half  per 
acre,  it  would  amount  only  to  a  total  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-four  thousand  dollars,  which 
was  a  veiy  small  amount,  certainly,  compared 
with  the  magnitude  of  the  object  of  protecting 
that  frontier  by  this  military  road.  In  addition 
to  aU  these  arguments  of  expediency  and  neces- 
sity, in  favor  of  this  measure,  there  is,  he  said, 
a  treaty  stipulation  by  which  the  United  States 
have  bound  themselves  to  make  the  road,  (re- 
ferring to  the  Treaty  of  Brownstown;)  and  he 
made  some  statements  to  show  that  the  Indians^ 
who  were  parties  to  that  treaty,  were  desirous 
the  road  should  be  made.  There  was  such  a 
disposition  to  impute  to  the  Western  membera 
interested  motives,  in  regard  to  all  measures 
concerning  public  lands,  he  had  rather  ask  this 
as  a  matter  of  right,  under  the  treaty,  than  as  a 
matter  of  favor.  But,  in  the  name  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Michigan,  though  there  had  been  no 
treaty,  he  would  ask  the  passage  of  this  bill  as 
a  matter  of  justice  as  well  as  favor  to  the  people 
of  Michigan,  to  connect  them  with  the  settled 
parts  of  the  United  States.  As  respects  tho 
State  of  Ohio,  though  somewhat  interested  in 
the  road,  it  was  much  less  so  than  the  people  of 
Michigan.  Nor  was  the  whole  Union  less  inter- 
ested in  it.  The  defeat  at  Frenchtown,  during 
the  late  war,  was  occasioned  by  the  want  of  it, 
from  the  impracticability  of  uniting  the  dit 
ferent  detachments  of  the  army,  and  during  the 
whole  war  there  was  much  waste  of  life  and 
treasure  from  the  same  cause.  Mr.  V.  added 
other  remarks  iUustrative  of  these  positions. 

After  moving  an  amendment,  which  was 
agreed  to  by  the  House — 

Mr.  Sibley,  the  delegate  from  Michigan,  also 
spoke  in  favor  of  the  biU,  in  which  he  said  his 
constituents  were  deeply  interested,  separated 
as  they  were  from  the  rest  of  the  United  States, 
and  in  a  manner  isolated  from  the  Territory 
with  which  they  are  particularly  conneotei 
He  first  adverted  to  the  provision  of  the  treaty, 
held  under  the  authority  of  the  Uiiited  States, 
wherein  a  grant  of  the  land  for  the  road,  and 
of  a  mile  deep  on  each  side  of  it,  was  made  by 
the  Indians  to  the  United  States,  on  the  condition 
and  for  the  purpose  of  making  this  road.  Since 
that  time  the  remainder  of  the  territory  had  been 
ceded  by  the  Indians  to  the  United  States,  but 
nothing  had  been  done  by  the  United  States 
towards  making  the  road.  The  interest  of  the 
Government,  in  making  this  road,  with  a  view 
to  military  operations,  Mr.  S.  said,  was  in  fact 
much  greater  than  the  local  interest  in  it.  It  was 
a  portion  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
weaker,  more  exposed,  and  more  likely  to  f^ 
into  the  hands  of  an  enemy  during  war  than 
any  other.  During  a  war,  (with  Great  Britain, 
should  it  ever  again  happen^  it  would  be  of  the 
first  importance  to  make  this  point  safe ;  and  to 
do  this  securely,  the  population  of  the  adjacent 
States,  on  which  its  defence  must  greatly  de- 


DEBATES  OF  CONaKESS. 


415 


Januakt,  1823.] 


Hoad  from  Ohio  to  Michigan. 


[H.  OP  K. 


pend,  ought  to  have  the  means  of  concentrating 
its  strength,  the  want  of  which  means  was  so 
severely  felt  during  the  late  war.  Mr.  S.  added 
other  arguments  in  support  of  the  hill ;  such  as 
that  the  road  is  necessary  to  secure  any  thing 
like  a  regular  transportation  of  the  mail ;  that 
the  Michigan  Territory  must  people  slowly  until 
an  access  is  opened  to  it,  without  being  obliged, 
as  was  now  necessary  at  some  seasons  of  the 
year,  to  go  through  foreign  territory  to  get  to 
it.  Thus,  Mr.  S.  said,  supposing  there  was  no 
right  derived  from  the  treaty,  the  object  was  of 
the  utmost  importance,  and  the  bill  proposed  no 
new  principle.  Lands  had  been  often  granted 
by  Congress  for  objects  of  much  less  importance, 
and,  as  for  this  knd,  it  would  be  of  no  value  to 
the  United  States  until  a  road  was  made,  and  it 
became  worth  the  trouble  to  drain  it.  The 
quantity  of  land  proposed  to  be  allotted  to  this 
purpose  would  not,  in  his  opinion,  be  sufficient 
to  accomplish  it,  but  it  was  probable  that,  by 
the  aid  of  this  grant,  those  who  were  interested 
would  be  able  to  complete  the  work. 

Mr.  OooKB  said,  that  a  reference  to  almost 
every  treaty  with  the  Indians,  for  twenty  years 
past,  would  exhibit  provisions  for  roads  in  al- 
most every  direction.  It  was  no  new  thing  to 
prevail  upon  the  Indians  to  give  their  consent 
to  have  a  road  made.  The  Indians  are  pressed 
into  the  measure ;  and  it  was  the  first  time  he 
had  ever  heard  it  suggested  that  the  Indians 
were  desirous  of  having  a  highway  through 
their  lands.  Such  an  idea  was  contrary  to  their 
nature ;  their  pursuits  are  repugnant  to  it.  He 
could  not  therefore  yield  to  the  argument,  in 
favor  of  this  bill,  that  the  Indians  are  desirous 
to  see  the  road  made.  He  did  not  understand, 
he  said,  how  the  making  of  a  road  through  it 
was  to  drain  the  swamp,  and  he  wished  for  in- 
formation on  that  head.  And  why  were  the 
United  States  to  pay  for  making  this  road  any 
more  than  roads  in  other  parts  of  the  country  ? 
Were  the  people  of  Michigan  so  regardless  of 
their  interest  that  they  would  not  make  a  road 
to  lead  to  their  Territory?  If  it  was  necessary 
to  appropriate  this  land  to  this  object,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people  of  Michigan,  why  was  it 
to  be  given  to  the  State  of  Ohio  ?  Why  not  let 
Michigan  have  it  ?  No,  Mr.  0.  said,  let  us  keep 
it  in  our  hands,  that  we  may  ourselves  regulate 
the  matter,  if  the  road  is  to  be  made.  He  was 
obliged  to  the  gentleman  for  the  suggestion 
that  the  proceeds  of  the  land  would  Aot  be  suf- 
ficient to  make  the  road.  This  biU  would  then 
be  but  a  beginning.  And,  said  he,  once  enter 
the  wedge,  and  you  will  not  get  clear  of  it  for 
ten  years  to  come.  Mr.  0.  concluded  by  re- 
quiring the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of 
ordering  this  bill  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Little  said  that,  to  any  measure  calcu- 
lated to  promote  the  prosperity  and  happiness 
of  any  section  of  our  country,  and  not  impairing 
the  rights  of  anybody,  he  felt  himself  bound  to 
give  his  support.  That  the  public  is  greatly 
interested  in  the  measure  proposed  by  this  bill, 
had  been  sufficiently  shown.    The  treasure  of 


the  country,  as  well  as  its  blood,  had  been 
wasted  for  want  of  the  road.  His  reflection  on 
the  subject,  too,  had  induced  him  to  believe, 
that  it  was  in  consequence  of  the  access  being 
so  difiicult,  that  the  Michigan  country  had  filled 
up  so  slowly.  It  was  an  inconvenience  which 
ought  to  be  remedied ;  that,  in  order  to  get  into 
the  United  States,  it  was  for  one  half  of  the 
year  necessary  for  the  people  of  Michigan  to 
pass  through  the  territory  of  a  nation  with 
whom  we  have  alreadv  had  two  wars,  andvrith 
whom  he  should  not  m  surprised  to  live  to  see 
a  third.  It  was  no  reason  against  this  biU,  that 
application  might  be  hereafter  made  from  other 
quarters  for  similar  grants.  This  is  not  the 
first  grant  which  has  been  made  for  siniilar 
purposes,  but  no  grant  had  been  made  for  any 
as  important.  The  facts  which  had  been  stated 
respecting  the  evils  suffered  in  the  late  war  for 
want  of  this  road  were  undoubted ;  and  Mr.  L. 
hoped  that,  on  further  consideration,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  would  withdraw  his  op- 
position to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  of  South  Carolina,  said  that 
he  knew  very  little  of  the  merits  of  this  ques- 
tion, but  what  he  had  gathered  from  the  report 
which  accompanied  the  biU.  He  was  of  opin- 
ion, however,  that  this  cession  ought  to  be 
made.  In  the  first  place,  he  said,  this  land  was 
conveyed  to  the  United  States  for  the  express 
purpose  of  making  the  road ;  and  with  the  same 
object  the  land  had  been  surveyed,  without  any 
thing  further  being  done  upon  it.  If  we  choose 
to  give  this  land,  he  said,  while  we  do  not  di- 
minish the  funds  of  the  nation,  we  comply  with 
the  condition  of  the  cession  to  us,  and  effect  a 
valuable  object  to  the  nation.  It  was,  he  said, 
a  matter  of  great  importance  to  the  United 
States  that  this  road  should  be  made.  The 
country  between  the  Miami  Eiver  and  the  Con- 
necticut Eeserve  is  a  swamp,  often  impassable, 
and  intercepts  the  communication  between 
Michigan  and  Ohio.  Michigan  is  a  frontier 
country;  it  adjoins  Upper  Canada;  its  popula- 
tion is  so  small  that  it  cannot  defend  itself  in 
the  event  of  a  war  again  occurring  with  the 
owners  of  Upper  Canada,  and  must  fall,  unless 
a  communication  be  estabUshed  between  it  and 
the  more  populous  parts  of  our  country.  It  is 
our  interest,  therefore,  if  we  wish  to  hold  the 
Territory  of  Michigan,  to  have  the  road  cut. 
At  present,  it  is  understood  that  the  communi- 
cation to  and  from  Michigan  with  the  United 
States  must,  for  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
year,  be  carried  on  through  Upper  Canada. 
Ought  we,  he  asked,  to  permit  our  territory  to 
be  so  dissociated  as  to  have  to  communicate 
with  it  through  the  medium  of  a  foreign  terri- 
tory? He  thought  not,  and  was  therefore  in 
favor  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Haedin  said  that,  of  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  pass  this  bill,  he  entertained  no  doubt. 
One  of  the  most  vulnerable  points  of  our  coun- 
try to  an  enemy  is  the  Michigan  Territory.  It 
has  not  within  itself  strength  for  its  defence, 
and  has  to  call  on  the  neighboring  States  for 
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succor  to  repel  invasion.  Mr.  H.  adverted  to 
the  enormous  expense  to  whicli  the  United 
States  were  put  on  that  frontier  during  the  late 
war,  which  would  not  have  been  one-fourth  as 
great  had  the  proposed  road  then  existed.  The 
whole  army,  when  at  Fort  Meigs,  &o.,  had  to 
be  supphed  by  transportation  on  horses  for  a 
hundred  or  a  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  so  that 
every  barrel  of  flour  consumed  had  cost  the 
United  States  some  fifty  dollars  per  barrel.  It 
was  important,  therefore,  that  a  direct  inter- 
course should  be  opened  between  the  settled 
country  and  that  part  of  our  territory.  There 
could  be  no  objection,  in  a  constitutional  view, 
to  making  this  road,  in  the  character  of  a  mili- 
tary road.  As  to  the  expediency  of  the  road, 
Mr.  H.  said,  he  entertained  no  doubt.  The  two 
vulnerable  points  of  our  country  are  Florida 
and  Michigan.  Mr.  H.  said  he  wished  to  see 
them  strengthened  as  much  as  possible  and  as 
fast  as  possible.  He  also  adverted  to  the  in- 
creased value  which  would  be  given  to  the 
lands  of  the  United  States  in  that  quarter  by 
the  increased  facility  of  access.  There  was  but 
one  objection  to  the  bill,  that  he  could  see.  It 
was  this :  that,  if  we  cede  the  land  to  the  State 
of  Ohio,  and  she  does  not  make  the  road,  we 
shall  have  no  power  to  get  it  back  again.  But, 
Mr.  H.  said,  he  had  so  much  confidence  in  the 
integrity  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  that  he  was  will- 
ing to  pass  the  bill  without  a  clause  providing 
for  its  reversion  in  such  case.  He  had  no 
doubt  the  State  of  Ohio  would  lay  out  every 
cent  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  in 
making  or  repairing  the  road.  This  case  being 
clearly  distinguishable  from  the  exercise  of  the 
general  power  of  internal  improvement,  as  con- 
templating a  military  road,  he  hoped  his  friend 
from  Teimessee  would  withdraw  his  opposition, 
and  let  the  bill  pass  by  a  unanimous  vote.  He 
hoped,  too,  when  the  question  regarding  the 
Cumberland  road  came  up,  to  witness  the  same 
spirit  of  unanimity  in  its  favor  which  was  to  be 
seen  on  this  occasion. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  rose,  not  so  much  to 
urge  arguments  in  support  of  the  bill,  as  to  no- 
tice a  remark  which  feU  from  the  gentleman 
who  had  just  taken  his  seat,  as  to  what  might 
be  the  conduct  of  the  State  of  Ohio  in  regard 
to  the  road.  A  year  ago,  Mr,  C.  said,  the 
Legislature  of  Ohio  had  passed  an  act  on  this 
subject,  in  which  she  had  evinced  her  willing- 
ness to  take  upon  herself  the  trouble  and  ex- 
pense of  making  this  road,  if  the  right  of  the 
United  States  to  the  land  in  question  were  ceded 
to  her.  He  did  not  pretend  to  say  that  this 
road  would  not  be  an  advantage  to  the  State  of 
Ohio,  but  it  would  be  of  more  importance  to 
the  interests  of  the  Union  generally.  The 
country  in  which  this  road  lies  is  one  of  the 
most  valuable  in  the  Union,  and  as  little  had 
been  done  for  it  as  for  any  section  of  the  Union. 
On  this  point  he  would  only  observe,  he  said, 
that  so  great  was  his  zeal  to  increase  the  popu- 
lation of  the  Peninsula  of  Michigan,  he  was 
willing  to  vote  even  two  or  three  hundred 


thousand  acres  of  land  to  those  who  would  set- 
tle it,  or  he  would  sell  the  land  at  fifty  cents 
per  acre  if  it  would  induce  a  settlement  of  it. 
He  would  use  every  means  to  accomplish  an 
object  so  desirable.  On  the  score  of  money, 
which  was  said  to  be  the  sinew  of  war,  much 
that  was  expended  during  the  late  war  would 
have  been  saved,  had  the  proposed  road  then 
existed ;  and  the  petitions  even  at  this  day  pre- 
sented by  the  delegate  from  that  Territory  re- 
mind ns  in  what  condition  the  fortune  of  war 
has  once  placed  it.  In  a  pecuniary  point,  of 
view,  Mr.  0.  said,  the  House  could  not  err  ia 
passing  this  bill  As  far  as  he  knew  the  senti- 
ment of  the  State  of  Ohio,  she  would  take  a 
deep  interest  in  making  the  road.  Mr.  0.  ex- 
amined the  treaty  provision  respecting  this 
road,  which,  he  argued,  did  not  assimilate  itself 
to  the  general  treaty  provisions  respecting 
roads,  adverted  to  by  Mr.  Cooxe,  inasmuch  as 
those  provisions  were  inserted  to  accommodate 
the  United  States,  and  to  be  executed  at  our 
pleasure,  whilst  in  this  case  the  stipulation  was 
obligatory  and  binding  on  the  United  States. 
The  population  of  Upper  Canada,  Mr.  0.  said, 
had  greatly  increased  in  consequence  of  the 
liberaJity  of  the  British  Government  to  settlers. 
That  Government  considers  its  possessions  in 
that  quarter  vulnerable;  but  they  are  not  as 
vulnerable  as  ours.  Whilst  they  are  increasing 
their  strength  in  that  direction,  ought  we  not 
to  be  increasing  ours?  Any  course  different 
from  this  must  be  a  blind  one,  and  such  as  the 
Government  ought  not  to  pursue.  The  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  had  said,  if  the  people  of 
Michigan,  are  interested,  let  them  make  the 
road.  But,  Mr.  C.  asked,  wiU  their  physical 
means  enable  them  to  make  it  ?  They  are  in- 
terested in  the  road,  it  is  true ;  but  there  is  no 
population  in  the  Union  of  ten  thousand  souls 
able  to  make  a  road  of  forty-five  miles  in  length 
through  such  a  swamp  as  that.  They  are  al- 
ready weighed  dovm  with  taxation,  and  are 
perhaps  the  most  oppressed  people  under  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  In  answer 
to  the  remark  that,  if  this  bill  passed,  applicar 
tion  would  be  hereafter  made  to  the  United 
States  for  farther  aid  to  complete  the  road,  Mr. 
C.  said,  when  those  applications  were  made  it 
would  be  the  duty  of  Congress  to  act  upon 
them  as  should  appear  to  be  right.  They  must 
stand  or  fall  on  their  own  merits  or  demerits. 
If  rightful,  they  would  be  granted ;  if  otherwise, 
they  would  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Faeebllt  observed,  that  he  lived  on  the 
Northwestern  frontier,  and  rose  to  communicate 
facts  which  every  one  on  that  frontier  must 
know.  Michigan  was,  without  doubt,  the  most 
exposed  point,  and  also  the  weakest  of  the 
Union.  The  Territory  was  inhabited  by  nu- 
merous nations  of  Indians,  who  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  war  with  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  From  the  close  of  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution down  to  the  defeat  of  General  Wayne, 
they  were  in  a  state  of  continual  hostility. 
Dm-ing  the  late  war  they  desolated  that  Terri- 
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tory ;  and,  in  case  of  any  rapture  between  ns 
and  the  British  Government,  we  know,  from 
the  experience  of  the  past,  on  which  side  they 
win  be  engaged.  If  the  Territory  of  Michigan 
were  able  to  protect  itself  during  the  late  war, 
what  a  saving  it  would  have  been  to  the  nation 
in  treasure  and  blood;  the  Kentucky  militia 
would  not  have  been  massacred — which  hap- 
pened after  they  passed  that  swamp.  It  is  an 
object  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  United 
States  to  encourage  the  population  of  Michigan, 
wtich  has  been  hitherto  kept  down  by  the  im- 
practicability of  going  to  it.  By  passing  the 
bill,  the  United  States  will  secure  the  most  im- 
portant advantages.  I  know  it  to  be  a  fact  that 
the  merchants  of  the  place  where  I  reside,  and 
generally  of  the  district  I  represent,  who  have 
commercial  relations  with  Detroit,  have  to  go 
there  and  return,  at  some  seasons  of  the  year, 
through  Upper  Canada,  in  consequence  of  the 
obstacles  opposed  by  the  Black  Swamp.  The 
United  States  fleet  has  disappeared  on  Lake 
Erie ;  and  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
strengthen  the  interior  of  the  country,  which 
has  not  resources  itself  to  make  this  road. 

Mr.  SiELET  again  rose.  There  was,  he  said, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Cooke,  no  want  of  patriotism 
and  liberality  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan.  He 
mentioned  large  appropriations  of  money  which 
they  had  had  to  make  for  roads,  of  which  the 
United  States  were  deriving  the  benefit ;  and 
also  that  there  was  a  road  of  considerable  length 
which  the  Territory  would  have  to  make  to 
meet  the  very  road  embraced  in  this  bill.  He 
appealed  to  the  Honse  whether  Michigan,  who 
had  been  doing  her  utmost  to  connect  herself 
with  the  rest  of  the  Union,  ought  to  be  expect- 
ed to  make  this  road. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
biU  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  and 
decided — ^yeas  130,  nays  21. 


submit  the  following  statements  of  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  the  United  States,  during  the  year  end- 
ing on  the  30th  September,  1822,  viz : 

1st.  A  general  statement  of  the  quantity  and 
value  of  merchandise  imported  into  the  United 
States. 

2d.  A  summary  statement  of  the  same. 

3d.  A  general  statement  of  the  quantity  and  value 
of  domestic  articles  exported. 

ith.  A  general  statement  of  the  quantity  and  value 
of  foreign  articles  exported. 

5th  and  6th.  Sumi^aiy  statements  of  the  value  of 
domestic  and  foreign  articles  exported. 

7th.  A  general  statement  of  die  amount  of  Ameri- 
can and  foreign  tonnage  employed  in  the  foreign  trade 
of  the  United  States. 

8th.  A  general  statistical  view  of  the  commerce 
and  navigation  of  the  United  States ;  and 

9th.  A  statement  of  the  tonnage  entered  and 
cleared,  in  and  from  the  several  States. 

From  these  statements,  it  appears  that  the  im- 
ports, during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1822,  have  amounted  to  $83,241,541,  of  which 
amount  ^76,984,331  were  imported  in  American 
vessels  and  $6,257,210  in  foreign  vessels :  That  the 
exports  have,  during  the  same  period,  amounted 
to  $72,160,281,  of  which  $49,874,079  were  domestic, 
and  $22,286,202  were  foreign  articles :  That  of  the 
domestic  articles  $89,931,913  were  exported  in 
American  vessels,  and  $9,942,166  in  foreign  vessels; 
and,  of  the  foreign  articles  exported,  $20,783,655 
were  exported  in  American,  and  $1,502,547  in  for- 
eign vessels :  That  787,961  tons  of  American  ship- 
ping entered,  and  813,748  cleared  from  ports  of  the 
United  States;  and  that  100,541  tons  of  foreign 
shipping  entered,  and  97,490  cleared  from  the  ports 
of  the  United  States  during  the  same  period. 
I  remain,  with  respect,  &c. 

WM.  H.  CEAWFOKD. 
Hon.  Pnir-ip  P.  Babbouk, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  letter  was  read,  and,  with  the  docu- 
ments, ordered  to  be  printed. 


Monday,  January  20. 
John  Sebgeant,  from  Pennsylvania,  appear- 
ed, and  took  his  seat. 

Namal  Peace  Establishment. 
Ml".  FuLLBE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  Message  from 
the  President,  upon  the  subject  of  a  Naval 
Peace  Establishment,  made  a  report  thereon, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  to  fix  and  render  perma- 
nent the  Naval  Peace  Establishment  of  the 
United  States ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Gommerce  and  Namgation. 
The   Spbakek  communicated  the  following 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  : 

Tbeasukt  Dkpaetmekt,  Jan.  18,  1823. 
SiK :  In  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  10th  January,   1820,   entitled  "An   act  to  pro- 
vide for  obtaining  accurate  statements  of  the  foreign 
commerce  of  the  United  States,"  I  have  the  honor  to 
Vol.  Vn.— 27 


Ttjesdat,  January  21. 
Pennon  to  Sarah  Perry. 

Mr.  FuLiiEE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  committed  the  petition  of 
Sarah  Perry,  mother  of  Oliver  H.  Perry,  late  a 
Captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
made  the  following  report;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

By  the  decease  of  the  son  of  the  petitioner.  Captain. 
Oliver  H.  Perry,  and,  subsequently,  by  the  decease 
of  another  son,  a  lieutenant  in  the  Navy,  she  has  been 
deprived  of  the  support  which  those  sons  had  succes- 
sively bestowed ;  and  is,  as  sufficiently  appears  to  the 
committee,  advanced  in  years,  and  incapable  of  pro- 
vidino-  for  herself.  The  eminent  services  of  her  son 
first  mentioned  having  called  forth  the  boxmty  of  the 
Government  in  providing  for  his  widow  and  children, 
by  an  act  for  their  relief,  passed  on  the  3d  of  March, 
1821,  the  committee  believe  that  his  mother,  the 
present  petitioner,  is  entitled  to  consideration,  in  at 
least  an  equal  degree,  and  for  similar  reasons.  They 
therefore  report  a  bill  in  her  favor. 
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To  the  honorable  the  Speaker  of  the  Home  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  United  States,  the  Memorial  of  Sarah 
Perry,  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  respedftdly 
showeth : 

That  your  petitioner  has  at  length  determined  to 
intrude  her  sorrows  and  distresses  on  your  notice, 
confident  of  obtaining  your  sympathy  and  commisera- 
tion, should  she  even  fail  in  adducing  any  claims  to 
your  justice  and  liberality. 

Your  petitioner,  after  the  death  of  her  husband, 
(who  had  the  honor  of  bearing  a  commission  in  the 
naval  service  of  his  country,)  subsisted  on  the  bounty 
of  her  deceased  son,  Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  whose 
filial  devotion  and  affection  were  such  as  to  leave  none 
of  her  wants,  and  few  of  her  desires,  in  this  world, 
unsatisfied.  During  his  life,  he  invariably  set  aside 
a  liberal  proportion  of  his  pay  and  emoluments  for 
the  support  of  your  petitioner,  notwithstanding  the 
many  claims  of  his  immediate  family  on  his  compara- 
tively slender  income. 

The  lamentable  death  of  this  son,  on  board  of  the 
John  Adams,  at  Port  Trinidad,  in  August,  1819,  de- 
prived your  petitioner  of  this  succor,  and  the  burden 
of  the  support  of  herself  and  an  unmarried  daughter 
devolved  on  the  younger  branches  of  her  family, 
more  especially  on  her  son,  the  late  Lieutenant  James 
Alexander  Perry,  whose  recent  loss  your  petitioner 
has  also  to  deplore. 

It  must  be  within  the  knowledge  of  your  honorable 
body,  that,  after  the  death  of  your  petitioner's  son, 
Oliver  H.  Perry,  a  bill  was  mtroduced  into  the  House 
of  Kepresentatives,  and  finally  passed  both  branches 
of  Congress,  making  a  provision  for  his  immediate 
family.  In  this  bill,  as  originally  reported  by  the 
committee  to  whom  it  was  refeiTcd,  there  was  a 
clause  affording  a  competent  support  for  your  peti- 
tioner. In  its  progress,  however,  through  the  House, 
some  of  its  best  friends,  fearful  that  the  whole  bill 
might  be  lost  if  too  much  was  asked,  consented  that 
the  clause  in  your  petitioner's  behalf  should  be  stricken 
out,  which  was  accordingly  done ;  and,  in  this  shape, 
the  bill  ultimately  passed,  with  an  unanimity  on  the 
part  of  Congress  that  conferred  an  inestimable  value 
on  the  gifts  of  their  patriotic  benevolence. 

Your  petitioner  did  not  repine  that  the  considera- 
tion of  her  claims,  whatever  they  might  have  been, 
should  have  been  thus  postponed;  it  was  enough 
that  such  a  sacrifice  was  deemed  essential  in  pro- 
curing a  support  for  the  wife  and  children  of  such  a 
sou. 

About  this  period,  the  son  of  your  petitioner,  James 
Alexander  Peny,  who  had  recently  been  promoted  to 
a  lieutenantcy  in  the  Navy  returned  from  the  Medi- 
terranean, and  forthwith  contributed  a  large  pro- 
portion of  his  pay  and  emoluments  to  the  support  of 
your  petitioner.  Had  his  precious  life  been  spared, 
your  petitioner  would  not  have  been  constrained  to 
make  this  application.  The  calamity  by  which  this 
last  resource  has  been  cut  off  from  your  petitioner  is 
known  to  you ;  and,  although  she  cannot  boast  that 
this  son  has  fallen  in  the  battles  of  his  country,  she 
has  the  consolation  of  reflecting  that,  at  the  early  age 
of  thirteen,  he  fought  by  his  brother's  side  in  the 
memorable  engagement  on  Lake  Erie  ;  and  that  the 
life  which  he  had  devoted  to  his  country  was  sacrific- 
ed, ultimately,  in  a  generous  and  noble  effort  for  the 
preservation  of  another. 

To  confess  our  poverty  is  a  humiliating  declara- 
tion. Your  petitioner  is  destitute,  and  her  support, 
small  as  it  is,  is  thrown  on  hands  but  inadeq^uately 


capable  of  bearing  it.  She  knows  not  that  she  has 
any  other  claims  on  the  UberaUty  of  her  country,  than 
to  say  that  she  has  reared  five  sons  for  its  service, 
and  that  she  is  the  mother  of  that  hero  who  earned 
for  his  country  a  brilliant  victory,  and  triumphed 
over  your  enemies,  as  well  in  magnanimity  as  by  the 
invincible  force  of  your  arms. 

Your  petitioner  therefore  humbly  hopes  that  your 
honorable  body  will  take  her  situation  into  considera- 
tion, and  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  place  her  on  the 
pension  list  for  five  years,  or  grant  her  such  other 
permanent  support  or  relief  as  to  you  shall  seem 
meet  and  proper. 

And  your  petitioner,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever 
pray,  &c.  SARAH  PERRY. 

Death  of  William  Lowndes. 
Mr.  Hamtlton,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  and 
said,  the  melancholy  intelligence  which  was  an- 
nounced in  the  gazettes  of  yesterday,  of  the 
death  of  my  distinguished  predecessor,  the  pri- 
vate advices  which  I  h*^e  received  from  South 
Carolina  have  hut  too  folly  confirmed.  When, 
sir,  (said  he,)  it  is  recollected  that  Mr.  Lowkdes 
was  constructively  a  memher  of  this  House  at 
the  period  of  his  death,  for  I  helieve  that  his 
resignation  at  that  time  had  not  then  reached 
his  home ;  hut,  above  all,  sir,  when  we  con- 
sider the  station  which  he  occupied  on  this 
floor,  with  such  remarkable  honor  to  himself 
and  advantage  to  his  country;  when  we  are 
sensible  that  he  was  here  as  it  were  but  yester- 
day, occupying  that  place  which  I  now  so  feebly 
and  inefficiently  fill ;  that  the  impression  left  by 
his  delightful  character  and  commanding  in- 
tellect, is  yet  almost  animated  by  the  vigor  of 
life,  I  am  sure  you  will  not  regard  the  few  ob- 
servations I  shall  offer  on  this  mournful  occa- 
sion, as  an  unseasonable  trespass.  I  know  too 
well  how  you  cherish  the  recollection  of  his  vir- 
tues, not  to  be  certain  of  your  kindest  and  most 
respectful  sympathy. 

It  might,  sir,  be  seemingly  presumptuous  in 
me  to  descant  on  his  public  virtues  in  this  as- 
sembly, where  they  were  so  conspicuously  exer- 
cised for  a  period  of  ten  years,  in  which  the 
richest  and  most  various  knowledge  was  suc- 
cessfully blended  with  the  purity  and  ardor  of 
an  ingenuous  spirit,  and  the  intelligence  of  a 
lofty  intellect.  But,  of  his  private  virtues,  I 
may  be  permitted  to  speak.  At  home,  "where 
we  knew  him  best  and  loved  him  most ;  "  where 
our  opportunities  were  most  abundant  for  observ- 
ing the  delightful  sway  which  the  simplicity  and 
modesty  of  his  character  exercised  over  the  high- 
er faculties  of  his  nature,  it  wiU  be  allowed  us  to 
indulge  in  an  affection  for  the  individual  which 
is  quite  equal  to  the  admiration  wliich  accom- 
panied him  abroad.  In  the  softer  charities  of 
human  life,  in  the  relations  of  husband,  parent, 
friend,  and  master,  he  was  amiably  and  conspic- 
uously loved  and  distinguished. 

There  was  a  belief  in  which  public  opinion  is 

supposed  to  have  indulged,  in  regard  to  Mr. 

Lowndes,  which  was  radically  unsound  ;  that 

he  was  deficient  in  decision  of  character.     The 

I  mistake  naturally  grew  out  of   the  extreme 
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facility  of  his  disposition,  in  relation  to  all  ob- 
jects that  were  personally  advant^eous  to  him- 
self; out  of  an  habitual  acquiescence  in  the 
postponement  of  his  own  interests  and  distiuctioc, 
to  make  room  for  the  aspirations  of  the  more 
sanguine  and  confident.  Bat,  in  any  of  those 
delicate  junctures  which  arise  in  morals  and 
patriotism,  where  it  might  be  expedient  to  be 
wrong,  but  honest  to  be  right,  he  had,  and 
would  uniformly  have  evinced  the  triumphant 
resolves  of  an  undismayed  and  inflexible  spirit. 
He  had  emphatically  less  self-love  and  more 
self-denial  than  any  man  who  ever  came  within 
the  sphere  of  my  experience.  These  virtues 
were  exemplified  in  a  remarkable  degree  in  the 
manner  in  which  he  received,  and  invariably 
treated,  the  nomination  which  was  made,  in  his 
behalf,  by  his  native  State  to  the  first  ofiice  in 
the  gift  of  this  people. 

Whatever  opinion  he  might  have  entertained, 
as  to  the  propriety  of  this  measure,  he  could  not 
but  be  sensible  of  the  favorable  estimation  of 
those  who  had  a  right  to  know  him  most  inti- 
mately, but  his  generous  sensibilities  were  prin- 
cipally aroused  by  the  iU  omens  which  might 
possibly  be  gathered  from  flinging  another  com- 
petitor into  the  perilous  and  troubled  arena. 
Whilst  he  was  conscious  that  "the  ofl5ce  of 
President  of  the  United  States  was  one  neither 
to  be  solicited  nor  declined,"  he  would  have  re- 
garded it  as  the  greatest  misfortune  of  his  life, 
if  he  could  have  won  it  by  inflicting  upon  his 
country  the  example  of  successful  intrigue  and 
ambition — if  he  could  have  obtained  it  even  by 
one  harsh  collision,  which  could  have  shaken  the 
foundation  of  this  Union. 

In  this  review  of  an  interesting  era  of  his  life, 
I  am  doing  httle  more  than  giving  utterance  to 
those  sentiments  that  fell  from  his  own  lips. 

Alas,  sir,  when  I  contemplate  the  void  his 
death  has  produced  at  home,  that  in  a  State  not 
absolutely  sterile  in  the  production  of  able  men, 
it  wiU  be  long,  if  ever,  that  we  can  hope  for  the 
proud  distinction  of  furnishing  such  a  contingent 
of  genius,  worth,  and  knowledge,  so  large  in  its 
amount,  so  estimable  in  its  qualities,  for  the 
service  of  our  common  country,  I  cannot  but 
sink  under  an  invincible  dismay.  Good  men  do 
not  die,  however,  without  bequeathing  some- 
thing to  posterity.  I  have  somewhere  seen  a 
remark,  which  appears  to  me  to  be  as  philo- 
sophically just  as  it  is  consoling  to  humanity. 
However  feebly,  I  will  attempt  its  illustration. 
Vice  in  its  immediate  operation  is  undoubtedly 
pernicious.  The  bad  man  poisons  the  atmos- 
phere in  which  he  lives,  contaminates,  "  frets 
his  busy  hour  on  the  stage,"  dies  and  is  for- 
gotten. But  the  virtuous  man,  such  a  being  as 
our  deceased  friend,  not  only  is  a  blessing  to  the 
age  in  which  he  lives,  but  his  virtues  visit  the 
remotest  posterity  in  a  thousand  impressive 
shapes,  giving  "ardor  to  virtue  and  confidence 
to  truth."  From  his  grave  there  arises  a  halo 
of  unfading  brightness ! 

I  would  now  tender  to  you  a  resolution  which 
would  seem  naturally  to  follow  the  few  observa- 


tions in  which  I  have  indulged  ;  but  I  give 
way  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  whose 
fortune  it  was  to  have  and  deserve  the  un- 
bounded confidence,  friendship,  and  esteem  of 
my  distinguished  predecessor,  whOe  it  comports 
best  with  my  own  feelings,  that  any  testimonials 
of  respect  you  may  accord  to  the  memory  of 
my  deceased  friend  should  not  come  from  the 
State  I  have  the  honor  to  represent. 

Mr.  Aeohee,  of  Virginia,  rose  to  foUow,  with 
the  resolution  whicl#had  been  intimated  by  his 
fiiend  from  South  Carolina,  the  feeling  annun- 
ciation which  had  been  just  addressed  to  the 
House.  That  gentleman  might  well  feel  and 
speak  more  strongly  than  any  other  member  of 
the  House  could  do,  on  the  subject  of  this 
melancholy  event,  from  his  more  intimate  asso- 
ciation, both  by  residence  and  friendship,  with 
the  eminent  man  whose  loss  we  deplored ;  and 
the  peculiarity  of  whose  character  and  fortune 
it  was  to  be  esteemed  and  beloved  in  the  exact 
proportion  in  which  he  was  known.  It  was, 
indeed,  a  character,  Mr.  A.  said,  in  which  the 
qualities  which  won  esteem,  were  blended  in  the 
happiest  unison  with  those  which  commanded 
it.  He  had  no  intention  of  entering  into  any 
minute  dehneation  of  his  character,  for  many 
reasons.  The  most  important  was,  that  he  felt 
he  was  unequal  to  the  office.  Nor  was  it  neces- 
sary, after  the  picture  which  had  been  presented 
to  us  to-day,  to  which  if  he  attempted  to  add 
any  coloring,  he  should  only  contribute  to  de- 
face, perhaps  that  which  did  not  require  to  be 
improved.  Panegyric,  on  this  occasion,  was 
indeed  rendered  unnecessary  by  the  settled 
feeling  and  opinion  of  this  country  in  relation 
to  Mr.  Lowndes.  He  had  been,  for  a  considera- 
ble time  conspicuously  before  the  public,  a  purt 
of  that  time  comprehending  a  very  trying  period 
of  our  history,  and  the  judgment  of  the  public 
had  been  awarded  in  relation  to  him.  He  was 
already  ranked  with  the  eminent  names  which 
had  passed  by  and  been  consecrated  to  national 
respect.  He  was  already  ranked  as  a  man  superior 
in  worth  as  he  was  in  mind — as  one  of  the  purest, 
and  ablest,  and  most  faithful  of  the  statesmen 
who  might  claim  from  our  country  the  meed  of 
honor — as  combining  a  large  share  of  the  highest 
titles  to  human  deference  and  estimation,  talent, 
and  pubhc  service,  and  virtue.  Mr.  A.  said  that 
the  House  would  be  deficient  in  the  discharg  e 
of  its  appropriate  oflBce,  it  would  not  reflect 
the  sentiments  and  the  wishes  of  the  people 
whom  it  represented,  if  it  omitted  the  testimony 
of  respectful  regret  which  was  due  to  this 
afflicting  occasion.  The  face  of  this  country  was 
clothed  in  monrning,  and  this  countenance  ought 
to  be  reflected  in  its  proper  mirror,  the  proceed- 
ings and  language  of  this  House.  The  House 
would  be  wanting  in  a  due  respect  to  itself,  if 
it  omitted  this  last  tribute  to  a  man  who  had 
filled  so  large  a  space  in  its  service,  and  brought 
to  it  so  great  an  accession  of  reputation.  The 
House  had,  he  knew,  no  disposition  to  withhold 
the  tribute.  Their  feeling,  on  the  subject,  was 
in  a  true  accord  with  the  feeling  of  the  country. 
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Some  gentlemen  might  suppose,  however,  that 
the  case  was  not  comprehended  by  the  rule  of 
usage  of  the  House,  in  this  respeet.  If  it  were 
not  so  embraced,  Mr.  A.  had  no  hesitation  for 
himself  in  saying  this  was  a  case  in  which  he 
would  make  a  rule  for  the  occasion.  He  ac- 
knowledged himself  the  obligations  of  prece- 
dent in  no  other  place  than  a  court  of  justice ; 
conceiving,  in  all  other  places,  a  higher  obedience 
to  be  due  to  the  sources  of  precedent,  the  justice 
and  reason  from  which  it  was  presumed  to  spring. 
But  the  case  did  fall  within  the  principle  and 
intendment  of  the  usage.  We  had  been  told, 
by  his  friend  from  South  Carolina,  that  Mr. 
Lowndes  was  constructively  a  member  of  this 
House  at  the  period  of  his  lamented  demise. 
But  for  the  near  approach  and  prospect  of  this 
event,  his  seat  would  never  have  been  vacated  ; 
and  because  he  refused  to  hold  an  office  of 
■which  he  was  unable  to  discharge  the  duties, 
and  had  given,  in  his  last  public  act,  a  new  and 
further  proof  of  his  just  claims  to  our  esteem, 
was  the  testimony  of  our  respect  to  be  withheld 
from  him  which  would  otherwise  have  been  ac- 
corded ?  This  could  not,  Mr.  A.  knew,  be  the 
sentiment  of  the  House.  It  was  among  the  first 
duties  of  patriotism,  especially  in  a  free  State,  to 
accord  a  due  testimony  of  public  sensibility  to 
eminent  public  service.  It  was  the  most  unques- 
tionable dictate  of  policy,  in  such  a  State,  to  hold 
out  the  incitements,  at  once  so  cheap  and  so  splen- 
did, to  public  virtue,  which  were  afibrded  by  the 
prospect  of  posthumous  honor  and  reputation.  A 
case  could  scarcely  occur,  calling  more  loudly 
for  action,  in  reference  to  this  duty  and  this 
policy,  than  that  which  was  now  presented. 
Mr.  Aeohee  had  no  doubt  that  the  House  duly 
appreciated  its  obhgation ;  and  that  there  would 
be  an  unanimous  accord  in  rendering  the  last 
office  of  respect  which  he  was  about  to  propose, 
to  a  man  whom  it  would  long  be  a  subject  of 
our  pride  to  remember,  and  of  our  regret  to 
have  lost ;  and  that,  too,  at  a  period  of  life  at 
which  he  might  have  been  expected  to  rendet 
stiU  further  services  to  his  country,  and  to 
establish  a  still  larger,  though  not  more  un- 
doubted title  to  its  esteem.  He  should,  there- 
fore, move  that  this  House  do 

Resohe,  That  the  members  of  this  Honse  ■will'  tes- 
tify their  respect  for  the  memory  of  "Wm.  Lowhdes, 
late  a  member  of  this  House,  from  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  one 
month. 

Mr.  Tatloe,  of  New  York,  addressing  the 
Speaker,  said,  I  rise  to  second  the  motion  of  the 
g;entleman  from  Virginia,  and  to  tender  to  him 
sincere  thanks  for  having  made  it.  To  omit  this 
homage  of  national  respect,  could  in  no  wise 
impair  the  ezalted  and  well-earned  fame  of  our 
lamented  friend,  but  it  would  indicate  a  want 
of  sensibility  to  the  greatest  bereavement,  in 
the  loss  of  a  citizen,  which  has  befallen  the 
Union  suiee  I  have  held  a  seat  in  its  councils. 
The  highest  and  best  hopes  of  this  country 
looked  to  William  LowndbS  for  their  fulfil- 
ment.   The  most  honorable  office  in  the  ci^vilized 
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world— the  Chief  Magistracy  of  this  free  people, 
would  have  been  illustrated  by  Ms  virtues  and 
talents.  During  nine  years  service  in  this 
House,  it  was  my  happiness  to  be  associated  with 
him  on  many  of  its  most  important  committees. 
He  never  failed  to  shed  new  light  upon  all  sub- 
jects to  wliich  he  applied  his  ■vigorous  and  dis- 
criminating mind.  His  industry  in  discharging 
the  arduous  and  responsible  duties  constantly  as 
signed  him  was  persevering  and  efficient. 

To  manners  the  most  unassuming — to  patriot- 
ism the  most  disinterested — to  morals  the  most 
pure — ^to  attainments  of  the  first  rank  in  litera- 
ture and  science — he  added  the  virtues  of  deci- 
sion and  prudence  so  happily  combined,  so  har- 
moniously united,  that  -we  knew  not  which 
most  to  admire,  the  firmness  with  which  he  pur- 
sued his  purpose,  or  the  gentleness  with  which 
he  disarmed  opposition. 

His  arguments  were  made,  not  to  enjoy  the 
triumph  of  victory,  but  to  convince  the  judgment 
of  his  hearers;  and  when  the  success  of  his 
effiarts  was  most  signal,  his  humility  was  most 
conspicuous ! 

You,  Mr.  Speaker,  well  remember  his  zeal  in 
sustaining  the  cause  of  our  country  in  the  darkest 
days  of  the  late  war.  You  cannot  have  forgot- 
ten— who  that  heard  him  can  ever  forget  the 
impression  of  his  eloquence  in  announcing  the 
resolution  of  thanks  to  the  gallant  Perry,  for  the 
victory  of  Lake  Erie  ?  Alas !  alas !  the  states- 
man has  joined  the  hero — never,  never  again 
shall  his  voice  be  heard  in  this  Hall.  We  shall 
hear  him  no  more,  untU  the  voice  of  the  Arch- 
angel shall  summon  the  grave  to  surrender  its 
dead. 

When  Mr.  Tatloe  sat  down — 

Mr.  Aeohee  rose  again,  and  said  that  there 
was  one  topic  of  especial  recommendation  to  the 
regard  of  this  House  possessed  by  Mr.  Lo^wndes, 
which,  through  inadvertence,  he  had  omitted, 
and  which  he  would  now,  in  reference  to  his 
own  feelings,  and  not  for  any  purpose  of  aid  to 
the  reselution,  ask  permission  to  supply.  It  was 
that,  although  the  highest  allurements  had  been 
held  out  to  him  to  do  so,  as  Mr.  A.  had  good 
reason  to  believe,  he  could  never  be  induced  to 
change  for  any  sphere  of  public  service  generally 
regarded  as  more  honorary  the  service  of  this 
House.  There  was  nothing,  Mr.  A.  said,  which 
could  have  separated  him  from  us  but  the  grave. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
Mr.  Abohbe's  motion ;  and  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative  nem.  con. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Keid,  of  Georgia,  the  House 
then  immediately  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  January  23. 
Tesiimoniah  of  Respect. 
Mr.  Weight  rose,  and  remarked,  that  yester- 
day we  had  paid  a  just  tribute  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  the  Hon.  William  Lowndes,  late 
a  member  of  this  House ;  and  he  felt  great 
pleasure,  as  it  was  a  new  case,  that  it  was  unani- 
mously adopted.    It  has  established  a  precedent 
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■which  he  presumed  the  House  would  consider 
itself  bound  to  observe.  He  therefore  moved 
the  following  resolution,  which  was  unanimous- 
ly adopted : 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will  testify  its  respect  for 
the  memory  of  Thomas  Van  Swkaeingen  of  Yirgrnia, 
LuDwiQ  WoBMAN  of  Pennsylvanisi,  and  James  Over- 
street  of  South  Carolina,  members  of  this  House,  by 
wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  one  month. 

Satuedat,  January  25. 
A  Message  received  from  the  Peesidbnt  of 
THE  UnitBd  States  some  days  since,  was  read, 
and  is  as  follows : 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 
The  Convention  concluded  and  signed  at  St.  Pe- 
tersburg, on  the  21st  of  July  last,  under  the  me- 
diation of  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  aU 
the  Rnssias,  having  been  ratified  by  the  three  powers, 
parties  thereto,  and  the  ratifications  of  the  same  hav- 
ing been  duly  exchanged,  copies  of  it  are  now  com- 
municated to  Congress,  to  the  end  that  the  meas- 
ures for  carrying  it,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
into  execution,  may  obtain  the  co-operation  of  the 
Legislature,  necessary  for  the  accomplishment  of 
some  of  its  provisions.  A  translation  is  subjoined  of 
the  three  explanatory  documents  in  the  French  lan- 
guage, referred  to  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  Con- 
vention, and  aimexed  to  it.  The  agreement  exe- 
cuted at  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  is  likewise 
communicated. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
"Washington,  Jan.  16,  1823. 
The  said  Message  and  documents  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 


Monday,  January  27. 
Symmes's  Theory. 

Among  the  petitions  presented  to-day  was 
the  following,  presented  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Johnson, 
of  Kentucky: 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  Congress  osseTnbled : 

The  petition  of  the  subscribing  citizens  respectfully 
showeth,  that,  in  our  opinion,  both  the  national  honor 
and  pubhc  interest  may  be  promoted  by  the  equip- 
ment of  an  exploring  party,  for  the  purpose  of  pene- 
trating the  Polar  regions,  beyond  the  Umits  at  pres- 
ent known ;  with  a  view,  not  only  of  making  new 
discoveries  in  geography,  natural  history,  geology, 
and  astronomy,  but  of  opening  new  sources  of  trade 
and  commerce. 

And  it  is  our  further  opinion,  that  Captain  John 
Cleves  Symmes,  late  of  the  United  States  Army,  who 
professes  to  have  originated  a  new  theory  of  the 
earth,  which  may  be  verified  by  a  voyage  to  the 
North,  will  be  a  suitable  person  (assisted  by  meu  of 
science  and  experience)  to  be  intrusted  with  the  con- 
duct of  such  an  expedition. 

Independently  of  the  truth  or  error  of  Symmes's 
theory,  there  appear  to  be  many  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstances, or  phenomena,  pervading  the  Arctic  and 
Antarctic  regions,  which  strongly  indicate  something 
beyond  the  Polar  circles  worthy  of  our  attention  and 
research 

We,  therefore,  pray  Congress  to  pass  a  law  grant- 
ing an  exploring  oumt,  in  conformity  to  our  memo- 


rial ;  and  thereby  at  once  subserve  the  cause  of 
philosophy  and  the  earnest  wishes  of  your  constituents. 

Mr.  Johnson  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Faeeellt,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  lay 
it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Johnson  hoped  it  would  not  be  laid  on 
the  table.  The  memorial  had  many  respectable 
signatures,  and  perhaps,  on  further  examination, 
it  might  turn  out  that  something  useful  might 
grow  out  of  the  investigation  of  it. 

The  motion  to  Ay  the  memorial  on  the  table 
was  negatived. 

The  question  recurring  on  referring  it  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations — 

Mr.  Aeohee  suggested  the  propriety  of  re- 
ferring it,  in  preference,  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  the  object  of  the  memorialists  being 
probably  to  establish  a  commerce  with  the  in- 
terior inhabitants. 

The  question  to  refer  the  memorial  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  was  decided  in 
the  negative — 56  to  46. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  the  memorial  was 
then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mouth  of  the  Columbia. 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  that  the  House  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  biU,  now  lying  on  the 
table,  to  provide  for  the  occupation  of  the  mouth 
of  the  Columbia. 

Mr.  Ohambees,  of  Ohio,  required  the  yeas 
and  nays  to  be  taken  on  this  question,  in  order 
to  determine,  by  that  test,  whether  the  House 
were  really  determined  to  act  upon  the  subject 
at  the  present  session. 

The  question  on  taking  up  the  bill  was  ac- 
cordingly decided,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Archer, 
Barber  of  Connecticut,  Bayhes,  Bayly,  Burrows,  Car- 
ter, Colden,  Conkling,  Cuthbert,  Dnrfee,  Eddy,  Eus- 
tis,  Findlay,  Floyd,  Forward,  Hamilton,  Herrick, 
Hi11,  Holcombe,  Hubbard,  F.  Johnson,  J.  T.  John- 
son, Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Teimessee,  Keyes, 
Little,  McKim,  McLane,  Mallary,  Metcalfe,  Moore  of 
Virginia,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Nelson  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Newton,  Pitcher,  Eeed  of  Massachusetts, 
Eeid  of  Georgia,  Rochester,  Ross,  Ruggles,  Russell, 
Saunders,  Scott,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  A. 
Stevenson,  Tattnall,  Thompson,  Trimble,  Vance, 
Van  Wyck,  Walker,  Walworth,  Whipple,  White, 
Williamson,  Woodcock,  Woodson,  and  Wright — 61. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  AUen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Ball,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Barstow,  Bassett,  Bate- 
man,  Blackledge,  Breokenridge,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Butler,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  New  York,  Camp- 
bell of  Ohio,  Caimon,  Cassedy,  Chambers,  Cocke, 
Condict,  Conner,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cushman,  Dane,  Dar- 
lington, Denison,  Dickinson,  Dwight,  Edwards  of 
Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Farrelly, 
Forrest,  Gamett,  Gilmer,  Gist,  Gross,  Hah,  Hardin, 
Harris,  Harvey,  Hawks,  Hemphill,  Hobart,  Hooks, 
Ingham,  Jennings,  J.  S.  Johnston,  Kent,  Lathrop, 
Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  MoCarty,  McCoy, 
McNeill  McSherry,  Matson,  Mattocks,  Mercer,  Mit- 
chell of  Pennsylvania,  Montgomery,  Mruray,  Neale, 
Nelson  of  Maryland,  New,  Patterson  of  New  York, 
Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  PhiUipa,  Kereon,  Plumer 
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ofPennsylvania,  Rankin,  Reed  of  Maryland,  Rhea, 
Rich,  Rodney,  Rogers,  Rnss,  Sergeant,  Sloane,  W. 
Smith,  Sterling  of  Connecticut,  Sterling  of  New  York, 
J.  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Swan,  Taylor, 
Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Udree,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Williams  of  Vir- 
ginia, Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Wilson,  and 
Wood— 100. 

So  the  House  refused  to  take  up  the  bill. 

Tuesday,  January  28. 
Indian  Beserdaticmt. 
Mr.  Eankist,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  delivered  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  the  Puhlio  Lands,  to  whom  were 
referred  the  petitions  of  William  Wilson,  Andrew 
Lacy,  Amos  Rohertson,  Conelesky,  John  McNary, 
and  Joseph  Elliot,  formerly  of  the  Cherokee  nation 
of  Indians,  but  now  within  the  State  of  Alabama, 
praying  that  certain  reservations  of  land,  made  by 
treaty  to  them  for  life,  and  in  fee  simple  to  their 
heirs,  be  vested  in  the  present  possessors,  in  fee  sim- 
ple, report;  Heretofore  humanity  has  in  vain  ex- 
tended her  hand  to  rescue  from  annihilation  whole 
nations,  aborigines  of  this  country.  As  we  have 
increased,  they  have  diminished  ;  and,  while  they 
have  disregarded  or  avoided  our  arts  of  civilization, 
they  have  seized  our  vices  with  avidity,  by  which 
they  have  wasted  away,  until  the  very  names  of  na- 
tions, once  powerful,  are  now  scarcely  recollected 
or  known.  While  thus  gradually  disappearing,  they 
have,  at  ail  times,  since  the  discovery  of  this  country, 
been  abundantly  supplied  with  missionaries,  zealous 
in  the  work  of  humanity  and  religion,  who  have  con- 
stantly presented  the  most  flattering  pictures  of  their 
success  in  civilizing  and  christianizing  them.  A  sin- 
gle question,  the  answer  to  which  every  one  is  pre- 
pared to  make,  presents  a  most  melancholy  com- 
mentary on  these  reports  of  success.  Where  have 
been,  where  are  these  subjects,  trophies  of  your  vic- 
tories over  ignorance,  cruelty,  superstition,  and  bar- 
barism ?  Experience  has  long  since  proclaimed,  in 
language  too  strong  to  be  disregarded,  the  almost 
total  inefficiency  of  the  measures  heretofore  adopted, 
for  the  civilization  of  Indians,  and  most  strongly  in- 
dicated the  necessity  of  adopting  a  different  policy. 
Reason  unites  with  experience  on  this  subject.  If 
the  wilderness  converts  to  savages  our  own  people, 
in  defiance  of  early  habits,  and  their  having  been 
reared  and  educated  in  the  bosom  of  civilized  society, 
can  we  expect,  in  such  a  place,  to  change  the  man, 
by  nature,  education,  and  habit,  a  savage  ?  Mere  oc- 
cupancy, without  the  power  of  disposing  of  it,  is  too 
slender  a  hold  on  properly  to  render  its  acquisition 
desirable.  Custom,  the  established  common  law  of 
some  Indian  nations,  deprives  the  parent  of  the  power 
of  transmitting  to  his  own  offspring,  when  he  is  torn 
from  them  by  death,  any  property,  real  or  personal, 
he  owned  whUe  living.  Such  things  necessarily  par- 
alyze the  arm  of  industry.  The  example  one  indi- 
vidual presents  to  another  in  society,  and  an  honor- 
able competition  in  the  accumulation  of  property,  is 
also  a  powerful  stimulus  to  industry.  This  stimulus 
can  never  be  felt  in  the  bosom  of  the  savage,  who 
has  no  example  of  industry  to  imitate,  no  competition 
in  the  pursuit  of  wealth,  no  paternal  feelings  to 
gratify,  in  providing  a  competency  for  his  chUdten ; 
but  whose  habitation  is  the  wilderness,  and  his  farm 
the  chase.    The  only  instances  among  Indians  of  a 


desire  to  accumulate  property,  and  to  progress  in 
civilization,  are  found  connected  with  ideas  of  sepa- 
rate property,  received  from  our  people,  who  have 
settled  among  them,  and  formed  matrimonial  con- 
nections with  them.  The  commissioners  who  formed 
the  treaties  by  which  these  reservations  were  made, 
appeared  to  have  viewed  the  impossibility  of  civilizmg 
Indians,  while  permitted  to  roam  through  an  exten- 
sive wilderness,  without  any  of  the  inducements  to 
industry,  which  spring  from  separate  property,  as  de- 
monstrated by  experience  ;  and  intending  to  stimu- 
late them  to  industry,  by  the  example  of  our  own 
citizens,  and  the  security  of  their  property ;  to  teach 
them  the  arts  of  civilization,  and  preserve  them  from 
that  destruction  which  has  attended  other  nations, 
made  these  reservations  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indian. 
To  those  attached  to  his  manner  of  living,  and  to  the 
Indian  himself,  the  condition  that  he  shall  forfeit  his 
land  if  he  abandons  it,  is  disagreeable ;  but  the  in- 
convenience wiU  be  much  less  to  their  children,  edu- 
cated with  different  habits,  than  to  the  original  pos- 
sessor. But,  if  permitted  to  alien  these  estates,  is  it 
not  highly  probable  that  both  would  return  and  sink 
into  the  savage  state  ?  Your  committee  are  not  pre- 
pared to  say,  until  it  is  at  least  tested  by  experience, 
that  this  new  course  of  policy,  adopted  by  the  commis- 
sioners making  these  reservations,  is  founded  in  error ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  we  believe  that  a  correspondent 
policy,  adopted  by  the  States  interested,  would  lead 
to  an  early  extinguishment  of  the  community  of  In- 
dian title,  and  more  effectually  lead  to  their  civiliza- 
tion, than  any  measures  which  could  be  adopted. 
Nor  are  we  prepared,  at  this  time,  to  say  that  it  is 
within  the  scope  of  the  powers  of  Congress,  to  enlarge 
the  life  estate  of  the  present  possessor,  so  as  to  defeat 
the  fee  simple  right  already  vested  in  the  heirs. 

From  a  careful  examination  of  this  subject,  the 
committee  have  agreed  to  recommend  to  the  House 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  with- 
draw their  several  petitions  and  accompanying  docu- 
ments. 

The  report  lies  on  the  table. 

The  Ca»e  of  Judge  Tait. 

Mr.  JoHNSTOir,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred 
the  letter  and  accompanying  documents  of  Edwin 
Lewis,  containing  chai-ges  against  the  official 
conduct  of  Judge  Tait,  a  district  judge  of  the 
United  States  for  the  State  of  Alabama,  made 
a  report  exonerating  the  said  judge ;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  letter  and ,  documents  of  Edwin  Lewis, 
containing  charges  against  the  official  conduct  of 
Judge  Tait,  a  district  judge  of  the  United  States  for 
the  State  of  Alabama,  have  had  the  same  under  con- 
sideration, and  report : 

That,_  as  far  as  it  is  their  duty  to  inquire,  they 
find  no  irregular  or  illegal  proceedings,  and  that  they 
do  not  form  any  ground  of  accusation  before  this  House. 

The  two  first  and  principal  charges  upon  which  the 
petitioner  relies  in  sustaining  his  application,  con- 
sist in : 

1st.  Refusing  to  permit  Edwin  Lewis  to  practise  in 
his  court  as  an  attorney  at  law. 

2d.  In  using  insulting  language  and  gestures,  on 
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the  bench,  towards  said  Lewis,  on  his  offering  to 
qualify. 

It  appears  that  the  petitioner  did  not  present  him- 
self before  the  conrt  in  the  nsual  form,  with  the  evi- 
dence of  his  qualification,  and  the  testimonials  of  his 
character — but  unceremoniously  offered  himself  to 
the  Clerk,  who  was  in  the  act  of  administering  the 
oath  without  any  authori2ation,  or  even  notification 
to  the  Judge.  This  departure  from  ordinary  usage, 
and  this  want  of  respectful  attention,  was  construed, 
perhaps,  into  an  act  of  rudeness,  and  might  have  been 
repressed  with  language  deemed  offensive.  But, 
with  regard  to  the  second  charge,  it  does  not  appear 
by  the  petition  what  language  was  used,  or  gestures 
employed ;  nor  is  there  any  e\'idence  of  the  fact ;  and 
there  is,  moreover,  the  negative  to  be  inferred  from 
the  certificate  of  the  Clerk,  in  his  silence  on  this  point. 
It  appears  that  the  Judge  refused  to  aBow  him  to 
qualify,  stating  "that  he  had  that  within  his  own 
breast,  which  would  exclude  him ;"  and  this  consti- 
tutes the  injury  of  which  he  complains. 

Your  committee  therefore  recommend  the  adoption 
of  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  Edwin  Lewis  have  leave  to  with- 
draw his  letter  and  documents. 

The  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Beawmarchais  Claim. 
Mr.  Andrew  Stevenson,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  claim  of  the  heir  and 
representative  of  the  late  Oaron  de  Beaumar- 
chais,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  rel- 
ative to  the  heirs  of  Pierre  Augnstin  Oaron  de 
Beaumarchais.  Mr.  S.  made  the  nsnal  motion 
to  refer  the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  "Whole, 
and  make  it  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-mor- 
row. 

The  Speaxeb  suggested  that  the  making  it 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow  was  a  mere 
nominal  assignment  of  its  place  in  the  order  of 
business — there  being  at  least  a  hundred  and 
fifty  cases  on  the  docket  which  would  have  pref- 
erence over  it. 

Mr.  A.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  refer 
the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  "Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.  It  was  proper,  he  said,  that 
questions  of  national  concern  should  take  that 
course.  This  subject  was  of  that  nature,  and 
more  especially  so,  since  the  Government  of 
France  had  urged  it  on  the  attention  of  the 
United  States. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Smyth's  mo- 
tion, and  decided  in  the  afifirmative,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  two  or  three  votes. 

The  report  is  as  foUows : 
The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to 
the  heirs  of  Pierre  Augnstin  Caron  de  Beaumar- 
chais report : 

That  this  claim  has  been  so  frequently  under  the 
consideration  of  Congress,  and  so  long  the  subject 
of  general  interest  and  inquiry,  that  the  committee 
deem  it  unnecessary  to  enter  into  a  minute  detail  of 
all  the  facts  and  circumstances  connected  with  it ; 
more  especially,  as  there  have  been  several  reports 
heretofore  made  by  committees  of  this  House,  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  to  which  your  com  - 


mittee  now  beg  leave  to  refer,  and  respectfully  request 
that  the  same  may  be  considered  as  forming  a  part 
of  the  present  report.  These  detailed  reports,  with 
the  documents  which  accompany  them,  it  is  believed, 
present  such  a  view  of  the  case  as  wiU  enable  the 
House  to  judge  fairly  of  its  merits ;  the  committee 
will,  therefore,  content  themselves  with  presenting  the 
general  result  of  their  investigation,  rather  than  the 
reasoning  and  arguments  by  which  that  result  has 
been  obtained. 

The  present  application,  on  the  part  of  Mrs.  Euge- 
nia Beaumarchais  Delarue  (the  daughter  of  the  late 
Caron  de  Beaumarchais),  is  for  the  sum  of  one  mil- 
lion of  livres  (equal  to  $185,185  18),  besides  inter- 
est, which  is  alleged  has  been  improperly  deducted 
from  the  account  of  her  father  against  the  United 
States,  in  the  final  settlement  at  the  Treasury,  in  the 
year  1805.  This  settlement  is  admitted  to  be  con- 
clusive between  the  representative  of  Beaumarchais 
and  this  Government,  ezcept  as  to  this  million  of 
livres,  claimed  by  the  United  States  as  a  credit 
agtunst  the  admitted  balance  of  Beaumarchais'  ac- 
count. The  right  to  discount  this  million  is  main- 
tained, on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  upon  the 
ground  that  it  was  one  of  the  three  millions  of  livres 
admitted  (on  the  contract  entered  into  on  the  25th 
of  February,  1783,  between  the  Count  Vergennes 
and  Doctor  Franklin)  to  have  been  gratuitously 
given,  before  the  treaty  of  1778,  by  the  King  of 
France  to  the  American  (Jovernment,  as  aid  and  sub- 
sidy ;  that  it  was  received  by  Beaumarchais  on  the 
10th  day  of  June,  1776,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  he  is  bound  to  account 
for  its  application  to  the  American  Government,  or 
stand  chargeable  with  its  amount. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  two  questions 
only  arise  in  this  case  which  are  necessary  at  this 
time  to  be  considered  and  decided ;  the  first  is, 
whether  the  one  million  of  livres  admitted  to  have 
been  received  by  Beaumarchais  in  June,  1776,  was 
one  of  the  three  millions  given  by  France  to  Ameri- 
ca, and  mentioned  in  the  contract  of  1783 ;  and,  sec- 
ondly, if  so,  whether  it  was  received  by  Beaumar- 
chais, as  the  agent  of  the  United  States,  and  used  by 
him  in  procuring  the  arms  and  supplies  furnished  to 
the  United  States,  and  charged  in  Ms  account  against 
them. 

As  the  amount  of  Beaumarchais'  account  is  ad- 
mitted to  be  just,  by  the  settlement  at  the  Treasury, 
in  1805,  this  Government  must  sustain,  by  proof, 
both  the  foregoing  propositions,  before  it  can  right- 
ftdly  discount  this  uullion ;  and  if  they  fail  in  mak- 
ing good  the  discount,  it  follows  that  the  million  is 
still  due  to  the  heirs  of  Beaumarchais,  and  ought  to 
be  paid. 

The  first  point  is  very  clearly  made  out,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee.  They  are  satisfied  that 
the  million  of  livres  paid  to  Beaumarchais  on  the 
10th  of  June,  1776,  was  one  of  the  three  millions 
mentioned  in  the  preamble  to  the  contract  of  1783, 
and  that  it  was  received  by  Beaumarchais  from  the 
King  of  France,  to  be  used  in  some  secret  service 
connected  with  the  interests  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  aid  them  in  their  contest  with  Great 
Britain. 

The  testimony  and  circumstances  in  the  case  es- 
tablish conclusively  these  facts ;  but,  upon  the  second 
point,  it  is  equally  clear  to  your  committee  that  the 
evidence  does  not  warrant  the  opinion  that  it  was 
used  by  Beaumarchais,  under  any  obligation  of  ac- 


424 


ABKIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  OF  R.] 


Coim  and  Mint. 


[Febkuabt,  1823. 


counting  for  it  to  us,  or  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
the  arms  and  supplies  furnished  by  him  to  the  United 
States,  and  charged  in  his  account ;  on  the  contrary, 
they  are  satisfied  that  this  million  was  paid  by  the 
French  Monarch  to  Beaumarchais,  as  his  confiden- 
tial agent,  for  some  secret  political  purpose,  connect- 
ed, no  doubt,  with  the  American  cause,  and  intended 
to  be  applied  secretly,  and  in  such  manner  as  he 
should  direct ;  that  this  was  accordingly  done,  and 
in  a  short  period  of  time  after  its  receipt. 

That  this  million  was  not  received  by  Beaumar- 
chais, as  the  agent  of  the  United  States,  but  as  the 
secret  confidential  agent  of  the  French  Government, 
your  committee  cannot  doubt ;  that  he  was  responsi- 
ble only  to  his  own  Government,  and  not  accountable 
to  ours,  they  have  as  little  donljt ;  nor  can  they  see 
with  what  propriety  or  justice  this  act  of  confidence, 
on  the  part  of  Louis  XVI,  can  or  ought  to  be  seized 
on  by  this  Government,  and  made  an  act  of  ruin 
towards  this  generous  and  distinguished  foreigner,  or 
his  orphan  daughter. 

The  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the 
American  Government  is  not  entitled  to  offset  this 
million ;  that  the  evidence,  both  upon  legal  and 
equitable  principles,  not  only  falls  short  in  sustain- 
ing this  right,  but  it  is  wholly  insnflBcient  to  raise 
even  a  well-founded  presumption  that  it  was  used  by 
Beaumarchais  in  any  way  to  authorize  this  Govern- 
ment to  debit  him  with  the  amount,  or  hold  him  re- 
sponsible for  its  application. 

This  opinion  of  your  committee  has  not  been  has- 
tily formed ;  the  interesting  and  important  character 
of  the  claim,  originating  in  transactions  immediately 
connected  with  our  Bevolutionary  struggle  and  inde- 
pendence, and  attended  with  such  peculiar  circum- 
stances, induced  your  committee  to  give  it  a  patient 
and  thorough  investigation ;  and  they  feel  all  that 
confidence  in  the  result  of  their  labors  which  the 
most  diligent  examination  and  impartial  considera- 
tion can  give. 

They  therefore  recommend  that  provision  be  made 
by  law  for  the  payment  of  one  million  of  livres,  with 
interest,  to  the  daughter  of  Beaumarchais,  and  for 
that  purpose  they  ask  leave  to  report  a  biU. 


"Wednesday,  January  29. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  South  Caro- 
lina, Joel  R.  PonrsKTr,  appeared,  and  took  his 
seat. 

Progress  of  the  Commissioners  in  running  the 
Bowndwry  Line  hetween  the    United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  under  the  Ghent  Treaty. 
Mr.  EusGLBs  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  one 
day,  under  the  rule : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  such  informa- 
tion, not  heretofore  communicated  to  Congress,  as  he 
may  possess,  in  relation  to  the  progress  made  by  the 
commissioners  under  the  sixth  and  seventh  articles 
of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  in  ascertaining  and  estab- 
lishing the  boundary  line  between  the  United  States 
and  the  British  Provinces,  described  in  the  said  arti- 
cles ;  and  whether  any  map  of  said  boundary  has 
been  made  and  returned  by  the  commissioners ; 
whether  they  have  had  any  meetings  within  the  last 
year ;  and  how  much  and  what  part  of  said  line,  has 


been  settled  and  established,  or  surveyed  since  the 
first  day  of  January,  1822 ;  and  within  what  time 
the  duties  of  the  said  commissions  may  probably  be 
completed : 

And  that  the  President  be  further  requested  to  in- 
form this  House,  whether  any,  and  what,  measures 
have  been  taken  under  the  fourth  article  of  the 
treaty  with  Spain,  of  the  22d  February,  1819,  for 
fixing  the  boundary  line  described  in  the  third  arti- 
cle of  the  last-mentioned  treaty ;  and  whether  any 
part  of  the  said  line  has  been  fixed  and  desig- 
nated. 


Ttjesdat,  February  4. 

Lamlesi  Expeditions  against  Powers  at  Peace 

with  the  United  States. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Psesident 

OF  THE  United  States,  which  was  read,  and  is 

as  follows : 

To  the  House  of  Representativei  of  the  United  States: 
In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  12th  of  December  last,  re- 
questing the  President  to  communicate  to  the  House 
such  information  as  he  might  possess,  with  regard  to 
any  expedition  prepared  io  the  United  States,  and 
having  sailed  from  thence,  within  the  year  1822, 
against  the  territory  or  dependency  of  any  power  in 
amity  with  the  United  States ;  and  to  inform  the 
House  whether  any  measures  had  been  taken  to 
bring  to  condign  punishment  persons  who  have  been 
concerned  in  such  expedition,  contrary  to  the  laws, — 
I  transmit  to  the  House  reports  from  the  Secretaries 
of  State  and  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  documents 
mentioned  in  each.  Those  documents  contain  all 
the  information  in  possession  of  the  Executive  relat- 
ing to  the  subject  of  the  resolution. 

That  a  force  of  a  very  limited  extent  has  been 
equipped  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  and  sailed 
from  thencCj  for  the  purpose  described  in  the  resoln 
tion,  is  manifest,  from  the  documents  now  communi 
cated.  The  report  from  the  collectors  of  Philadel- 
phia and  New  York  wiU  show  in  what  manner  this 
equipment  escaped  their  notice. 

The  first  information  of  this  equipment  was  re- 
ceived from  St.  Bartholomews,  the  place  of  its  ren- 
dezvous. This  was  confirmed  afterwards  from  Cura- 
f  oa,  with  an  account  of  its  failure.  Should  any  of 
those  persons  return  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  care  will  be  taken  that  the  laws  ap- 
plicable to  such  offences  are  duly  enforced  against 
them.  Whether  any  aid  was  afforded  by  others,  to 
the  parties  engaged  in  this  unlawful  and  contempti- 
ble adventure,  in  the  ports  in  which  it  was  planned, 
inconsistent  with  ordinary  commercial  transactions, 
and  contrary  to  the  laws.of  the  United  States  will 
be  referred  to  the  Attorney  General,  on  whose  ad- 
vice any  measures  in  regard  to  them  wiU  depend. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Febkdaet  4,  1823. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  ordered  to 
lie  oa  the  table. 

Coim  and  Mint. 
Mr.  KocHKSTEE,  from   the    committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  13th  ultimo,  and  who  were  by  a 
resolution  adopted  on  the  23d  ultimo  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  prolonging 
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the  continuance  of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia, 
and  whether  any  amendments  in  the  laws  reg- 
ulating the  coins  of  the  United  States,  be  ne- 
cessary ;  and  also  whether  it  would  he  expedi- 
ent to  make  certain  foreign  gold  coins  receiv- 
able in  payment  of  debts  due  to  the  United 
States, — made  a  detailed  report,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  to  prolong  the  continuance  of  the 
Mint  at  Philadelphia ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  "Whole. 

The  report  is  as  foUows : 

That,  on  the  16th  day  of  October,  1786,  Congress 
passed  an  ordinance  for  the  establishment  of  a  Mint, 
agreeably  to  resolutions  of  the  8th  August  preced- 
ing, founded  on  a  report  from  the  then  Board  of 
Treasniy. 

That,  on  the  2d  of  April,  1792,  the  first  act  passed 
regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States,  and  estab- 
lishing a  Mint,  to  be  situate  and  carried  on  at  the 
Seat  of  Government  for  th6  time  being.  This  act 
defined  the  national  standard,  and  designated  the  de- 
scription and  denominations  of  the  various  American 
gold,  silver,  and  copper  coins. 

No  alteration  has  been  since  made  by  law  in  the 
standard,  relative  value,  or  weight,  of  the  respective 
coins,  except  in  those  of  copper,  which,  by  an  act  of 
14th  January,  1793,  underwent  a  small  diminution 
of  weighty  and  were,  .subsequently,  by  an  act  of  27th 
December,  1795,  on  account  of  the  increased  price 
of  copper,  reduced  to  their  present  weight,  viz., 
seven  pennyweights  for  cents,  and  for  half  cents  in 
proportion.  On  the  removal  of  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment to  Washington,  by  an  act  concerning  the  Mint, 
of  3d  March,  1801,  the  Mint  was  continued  at  Phila- 
delphia until  4th  March,  1803,  and  haa  been  contin- 
ued there  since,  by  several  successive  acts  of  Con- 
gress, the  last  of  which,  approved  14th  January, 
1818,  will  expire  on  the  4th  day  of  March  next. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  urge  the  propriety  of 
continuing  the  Mint.  All  well  regulated  commercial 
countries  maintain  establishments  for  the  making  of 
national  coinage.  Ours  has  the  sanction  of  a  resolu- 
tion of  Congress,  so  long  ago  as  the  21st  February, 
1782,  predicated  upon  a  report  of  a  committee  of  the 
States.  It  is  at  present  in  a  highly  improved 
state,  and  fiilly  adequate  to  aU  its  appropriate  pnr- 


The  power  to  coin  money,  and  to  regulate  its 
value,  being  vested  by  the  constitution  in  Congress 
exclusively,  the  States  might  reasonably  complain, 
were  the  exercise  of  a  power  so  intimately  connected 
with  the  regular  operations  of  business  and  trade, 
and,  in  some  degree,  involving  our  national  charac- 
ter, to  be  neglected. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  present  year,  the 
silver  coined  at  the  Mint  amounted  to  $12,611,199, 
and  the  gold  coinage  to  $7,709,847.  The  committee 
cannot  pretend  to  any  precision  in  estimating  the 
probable  amount  of  gold  and  silver  coins  now  in  the 
United  States ;  some  of  our  statistical  writers  put  it 
at  sixteen  millions,  being  one  and  a  half  million  less 
than  was  supposed  to  be  in  the  country  in  1804,  ac- 
cording to  Blodgefs  Manual.  It  is  thought,  how- 
ever, not  to  be  underrating  the  present  aggregate 
amount,  by  stating  it  (including  foreign  gold  and  sil- 
ver) at  less  than  has  been  coined  of  those  metals  at 
our  Mint. 

With  respect  to  the  copper  coinage  it  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  state,  that,  since  the  year  1796,  copper,  in 


the  form  of  planchets,  ready  for  coinage,  has  been 
procured  on  contract  from  England ;  that  the  supply 
now  on  hand,  uncoined,  will  probably  give  employ- 
ment to  the  Mint  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  1823, 
on  this  description  of  coinage,  and  is  estimated  to  be 
worth  about  $14,000  ;  the  total  amount  of  copper 
coinage  at  this  time  is  $446,400  ;  it  is  the  only 
branch  of  coinage  which  has  afforded  any  profit  to 
the  Government ;  this  profit  has  varied  from  time  to 
time,  according  to  the  price  of  copper  in  England, 
and  the  rate  of  exchange,  but  may  fairly  be  set 
down  at  about  twentyper  cent.  Should  the  mines  in 
the  regions  of  Lake  Sroperior,  spoken  of  in  the  intel- 
Ugent  communication  made  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
by  Mr.  Schoolcraft,  Indian  agent  at  the  Sant  of  St. 
Marie,  and  submitted  to  Congress  in  December  last, 
prove  as  valuable  as  the  agent  represents  them,  there 
is  little  doubt  but  that,  in  the  event  of  the  extin- 
guishment of  the  Indian  title  thereto,  and  of  the 
erection  of  a  refining  establishment  on  an  efficient 
basis,  taken  in  connection  with  the  increasing  facili- 
ties for  transportation,  by  water,  from  that  region  to 
the  seaboard,  they  will  furnish  a  superabundant  sup- 
ply of  copper  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  Mint,  as  well 
as  for  every  other  necessary  one,  at  a  much  cheaper 
rate  than  that  at  which  the  same  metal  may  be 
brought  from  England. 

The  committee  are  not  aware  of  any  circumstance, 
growing  out  of  the  operations  of  the  Mint,  or  of  the 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  conducted,  which  de- 
notes any  abuse,  or  demands  a  suspension  of  its  oper- 
ations. Its  location  is,  perhaps,  on  all  accounts,  as 
favorable  as  any  other  which  might  be  designated,  and 
for  some  reasons  obviously  more  so,  to  wit :  economy 
in  the  public  expense.  The  whole  estabhshment,  in- 
cluding buildings,  lots,  and  machinery,  has,  alto- 
gether, cost  about  $36,000,  and,  if  exposed  to  sale, 
would  probably  faU  far  short  of  the  expense  that 
would  he  necessary  for  the  purchase  of  another  suit- 
able site,  and  for  the  erection  and  furnishing  of  a 
National  Mint  at  the  Seat  of  Government. 

Again,  most  of  the  deposits  of  gold  and  silver  have 
been,  and  probably  wUl  continue  to  be,  made  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  ;  and  those  that  are  not 
made  by  that  bank  are  generally  transferred  to  it  in 
Mint  certificates.  This  fact  would  seem  to  indicate 
the  propriety,  if  not  necessity,  of  keeping  those  two 
institutions  near  each  other. 

Under  the  laws  regulating  the  operations  of  the 
Mint,  no  seignorage  can  be  charged  on  the  coinage 
of  gold  or  silver.  On  copper,  which,  as  before  men- 
tioned, is  coined  on  account  of  Government,  the 
profit,  during  the  last  five  years,  has  exceeded 
$30,000. 

For  some  time  after  the  establishment  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  large  deposits  were 
made  through  it  in  European  coins ;  and,  of  late 
years,  the  deposits  of  silver,  from  Mexico  and  the 
Eepubhcs  of  South  America,  have  been  very  consider- 
able, generally  through  the  same  medium.  While 
the  mints  of  those  countries  are  in  a  great  measure 
inoperative,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  bullion 
from  the  mines  may  increase  our  deposits;  yet, 
when  their  mints  renew  their  operations,  (as  doubtless 
they  will  before  long,)  the  importation  of  their  coins 
and  bullion  must  wholly  depend  upon  the  extent  of 
our  commerce  with  them.  The  importation  of  gold 
from  thence,  which  has  found  its  way  to  the  Mint, 
has  never  been  very  considerable ;  that  of  their  sil- 
ver, during  the  last  five  years,  amounts  to  $1,476,680, 
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while  that  from  all  other  places  amounts  to  |2,869,- 
024. 

The  committee  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
further  continuance  of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia ;  to 
which  bill  they  have  added  a  section,  providing  an 
amendment  in  the  existing  laws,  which  allow  no  de- 
duction for  the  refining  of  silver,  unless  when  below 
our  standard,  nor  any  compensation  for  the  expense 
of  alloy  in  reducing  to  the  legal  standard  such  sil- 
ver deposits  as  are  of  a  quality  superior  to  the 
standard. 

The  Director  of  the  Mint,  in  a  communication  of 
the  30th  ultimo,  addressed  to  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, states,  that  "it  has  been  ascertained,  from 
many  years'  experience,  that  the  wastage  on  coining 
is  about  one  grain  per  ounce — and  this  is  the  allow- 
ance made  to  the  chief  coiner.  That  on  melting  and 
refining  would  probably  be  as  much  f  but  a  reduction 
is  made  from  this  of  all  the  charges  for  refining  gold 
and  silver  below  our  standard,  which  is  accounted 
for  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  Nothing 
is  retained,  except  for  refining  the  gold  and  silver 
below  our  standard  ;  and  that,  as  above,  is  deducted 
from  the  allowance  of  wastage.  This,  during  the 
last  five  years,  amounted  to  $2,147." 

Western  Armory  proposed. 
Mr.  Bbeoeeneidgb,  of  Kentucky,  submitted 
for  consideration  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  to  establish  a  National 
Armory  on  the  Western  waters. 

The  resolution  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Bkeokeneidge  said,  he  had  offered  this 
resolution,  without  intending  the  smallest  im- 
putation on  the  Military  Committee;  and  he 
thought  he  was  justified  by  circumstances,  in 
pressing  it  on  the  consideration  of  the  House. 
Such  a  resolution  had  been  offered  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  and  referred  to  the  Military 
Committee ;  but  that  committee  was  so  divided 
in  opinion  on  the  subject,  that  they  could  not 
agree  upon  a  report,  and  the  subject  was  not 
finally  acted  upon,  in  any  way,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion. At  the  present  session,  Mr.  B.  said,  he 
had  himself  presented  a  similar  resolution,  and 
he  understood  that  the  Military  Committee  was 
now  divided  in  opinion  upon  the  subject,  as 
they  had  been  at  the  last  session ;  and,  although 
a  majority  of  the  committee  was  in  favor  of  the 
object,  a  majority  could  not  agree  on  the  par- 
ticular mode  by  which  the  object  shall  be  ac- 
complished. Mr.  B.,  therefore,  had  thought  it 
proper  to  present  the  question  thus  directly  to 
the  consideration  of  the  House.  That  the 
measure  was  important  and  of  peculiar  interest 
to  the  Western  country,  could  not,  Mr.  B.  said, 
be  denied.  How,  he  asked,  do  the  facts  stand? 
"We  find,  by  a  report  laid  before  the  House  at 
this  session,  that  there  is  a  deficiency  in  the 
proportion  of  arms  which  ought  to  be  delivered 
to  the  Western  country  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. According  to  that  report,  supposing 
that  the  nine  Western  States  and  Territories 
contain  one-fourth  of  the  population  of  the 
country,  there  is  a  deficit  of  upwards  of  three 
thousand  stand  of  arms  in  the  yearly  quantity 


furnished  to  the  Western  country.  He  believed, 
he  said,  that  there  is  too  high  a  sense  of  justice 
ih  Congress  to  suffer  them  for  a  moment  to  re- 
fuse that  portion  of  the  benefits  of  their  legisla- 
tion to  the  Western  couiitry,  which  it  is  by  its 
population  and  circumstances  entitled  to.  The 
militia  of  the  Western  country  are  as  subject  as 
any  other,  in  time  of  war,  to  calls  upon  them  for 
actual  service ;  and  in  what  situation  were  a  por- 
tion of  that  mUitia,  when  called  to  the  field  dur- 
ing the  last  war  ?  They  were  found  destitute  of 
arms ;  the  Government  was  unable  to  supply 
them ;  they  were  marched,  however,  to  the  field 
of  battle,  and  whilst  in  the  field  were  slaughter- 
ed without  arms  in  their  hands  wherewith  to 
defend  themselves.  We  all  recollect  the  scenes 
which  occurred  on  the  bank  of  the  Mississippi, 
where  hundreds  of  your  citizens  were  marched 
to  meet  the  enemy,  not  even  with  arms  in  their 
hands,  but  to  be  slaughtered  without  the  power 
of  resistance.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  nation, 
said  Mr.  Beeokeneidgb,  in  time  of  peace  to  pre- 
pare for  war.  As  one  of  the  means  of  discharg- 
ing this  duty,  you  are  manufacturing  arms.  On 
this  side  of  the  mountains,  yon  have  two  exten- 
sive manufactories  of  arms ;  and  you  have  also 
a  Military  Academy.  These  establishments,  he 
said,  were  proper  and  valuable  to  prepare  us  in 
some  degree  for  the  awful  period  of  war.  But 
will  you  not  arm  all  your  citizens  alike?  Will 
you  not  ai-m  the  West  as  well  as  the  East,  and 
expend  some  portion  of  your  money  there  as 
weU  as  here  ?  Millions  on  millions  are  expend- 
ed on  public  establishments  on  this  side  of  the 
mountains,  and  nothing  on  the  other.  We  ask 
you  not,  said  Mr.  B.,  for  navies,  fortifications, 
lighthouses,  &c.,  but  simply  for  arms  for  the 
militia  of  the  West.  That  portion  of  our  militia 
behaved,  during  the  late  war,  at  least  as  well  as 
those  of  any  other  portion  of  the  United  States, 
and  their  claims,  and  the  claims  of  the  Western 
conntiy,  in  regard  to  the  matter  now  before  the 
House,  were  entitled  to  be  heard,  and  ought  to 
be  heard.  According  to  the  statements  before 
the  House,  the  quantity  of  arms  annually  made 
for  the  United  States  was  about  38,000,  viz : 
24,000  by  the  public  armories,  and  14,000  by 
contracts,  made  under  the  act  of  1808  for  arm- 
ing the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States.  It  was  well  known  that  the  arms  made 
at  the  pnbMc  factories  are  better  than  any  that 
are  made  at  the  private  establishments ;  the  ex- 
pense of  transportation  across  the  mountains, 
too,  was  as  much  as  one-fourteenth  of  the  value 
of  the  arms,  both  which  considerations  strongly 
recommended  the  establishment  of  an  armory  on 
the  Western  waters  by  the  Government.  Shall 
we,  said  he,  again  place  ourselves  in  the  situa- 
tion in  which  we  were  placed  during  the  late 
war?  At  that  time,  arms  were  sent  by  the 
Government  from  this  quarter  to  New  Orleans. 
And  when  did  they  arrive  there?  After  the 
war  was  at  an  end ;  after  the  enemy  had  been 
expelled.  The  vessel  carrying  the  arms  was 
three  months  in  getting  from  Pittsburg  to  New 
Orleans.    With  regard  to  the  consideration  of 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


427 


Feekdakt,  1823.] 


Foreign  Coins. 


[H.  OP  E. 


expense,  he  presumed  this  proposition  would 
meet  with  no  objection  on  that  score.  Materials, 
labor,  and  the  necessaries  of  life,  are  cheaper  on 
tlie  other  side  the  mountains  than  they  are  on 
this  side,  and  more  abundant.  We  have  pro- 
ject upon  project  on"  foot  for  the  employment 
of  the  three  millions  of  dollars  which  are  under- 
stood to  be  now  in  the  Treasury.  No  better 
objects  can  be  devised  for  this  purpose  than 
those  which  justice  imposes  upon  us.  One  of 
these  is  to  equalize  the  distribution  of  arms  so 
as  that  the  "West  should  receive  its  due  propor- 
tion, instead  of  much  less  than  its  due  proportion, 
which,  from  the  documents  before  the  House, 
it  appeared  now  to  receive.  In  order  that  an 
end  may  be  put  to  this  inequality,  in  the  mosi 
efficient  and  convenient  and  least  expensive  man- 
ner, he  proposed  this  resolution,  which  he  hoped 
would  be  agreed  to. 

After  some  discussion  on  the  resolution,  Mr. 
Ton  asked  if  the  hour  allotted  by  rule  to  the  re- 
ception of  original  propositions  had  not  expii-ed  ? 
Being  answered  by  the  Speaker  that  it  had,  Mr. 
ToD  moved  that  the  House  do  resolve  itself  into 
a  Committee  of  the  "Whole,  with  a  view  to 
take  up  the  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  manu- 
factures. 

The  House  agreed  to  the  motion,  thus  post- 
poning until  to-morrow  the  discussion  of  Mr. 
Beeckeneidge's  motion. 


"Wednesday,  February  5. 
Foreign  Coins. 
Mr.  RooHESTEE,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed on  the  13th  ultimo,  and  who  were  instructed 
on  the  same  day  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  continuing  in  force,  for  a  further  term,  the 
currency  of  the  crowns  and  five-franc  pieces  of 
Trance,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied  by 
a  bill  to  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  regulating  the  currency,  within  the  United 
States,  of  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  Portugal,  and  Spain,  and  the  crowns  of 
France  and  five-franc  pieces,"  passed  on  the 
29th  day  of  April,  1816,  so  far  as  the  same  re- 
lates to  the  crowns  of  France  and  five-franc 
pieces ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  further  to  prolong 
the  continuance  of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  by  the  act  of  the  29th  of  April,  1816,  these 
coins  were  declared  to  be  a  tender  for  the  term  of 
three  years;  the  crowns,  at  the  rate  of  117.6  cents 
per  oz.,  and  the  francs  at  the  rate  of  116  cents  per 
oz.  The  former  had  been  made  a  tender  by  two 
earUer  acts,  which  had  been  allowed  to  expire.  For- 
eign gold  coins  ceased  to  be  a  tender  on  the  1st  No- 
vember 1819 ;  and,  on  the  3d  March,  1819,  the  act 
of  the  29th  April,  1816,  was  continued  in  force,  so 
far  as  related  to  crowns  and  francs,  nntU  the  29th 
April,  1821.  On  the  3d  March,  1821,  it  was  farther 
continued  in  force,  to  the  same  extent,  until  the  29th 
April  next.  From  assays  lately  made  at  the  Mint, 
the  value  of  these  coins,  per  ounce,  has  been  ascer- 


tained to  he  greater  than  that  of  Spanish  milled  dol- 
lars and  of  American  sUver  coins. 

It  is  believed  the  acts  above  referred  to  were  passed 
with  Uttle  or  no  opposition,  and  that  no  complaints 
have  been  made  respecting  their  practical  effects; 
and  when  we  take  into  view  the  increasing  difficulty 
of  folfiUing  engagements  by  specie  payments,  which 
is  the  inevitable  consequence  of  the  acknowledged 
diminution  of  the  aggregate  amount  of  our  metallic 
medium  during  the  current  year,  the  expediency  of 
continuing  crowns  and  fiT»e-franc  pieces  a  tender,  for 
a  farther  term,  forces  itself  upon  the  minds  of  your 
committee  more  strongly  than  at  any  former  period. 

It  is  beUeved  that  the  gold  coins,  both  foreign  and 
domestic,  have  been  almost  whoEy  exported.  They 
hav-e  certainly  been  withdrawn  from  circulation  to 
such  an  extent  that  some  very  intelligent  writers 
have  asserted,  with  every  probability  of  being  correct, 
that  there  is  not  now  in  the  United  States  one  gold 
coin  for  every  thirty  that  were  in  the  country  five 
years  ago.  Without  inquiring  into  the  causes  which 
have  produced  this  extraordinary  drain,  it  may  be 
added  that  they  have,  hkewise,  operated  to  rid  us 
of  American  and  Spanish  milled  dollars  to  nearly  the 
same  extent,  and  have  left  in  the  country  scarcely 
any  of  its  usual  metallic  currency,  except  that  which 
consists  of  the  crowns  of  France,  five-iranc  pieces, 
and  those  silver  coins  which  are  of  denominations 
less  than  a  dollar. 

In  corroboration  and  illustration  of  the  foregoing 
statement,  your  committee  beg  leave  to  subjoin  a  few 
well  ascertained  facts : 

There  is,  and  has  been  for  many  months,  an  unin- 
terrupted and  rising  demand,  in  our  seaport  towns, 
for  all  descriptions  of  gold  coins  and  dollars,  for  the 
purpose  of  remittances  to  foreign  countries.  It  is 
well  known  that  the  former  are  never  underrated  in 
any  country,  whilst  the  Spanish  milled  dollars  have 
a  universality  of  circulation  exceeding  that  of  any 
other  coin.  The  American  dollar  is  received  in  the 
East  Indies  at  from  one  and  a  half  to  two  per  cent 
less  than  the  dollar  of  Spain.  There  is  very  little 
foreign  demand  for  five-franc  pieces,  and  none  for 
crowns. 

The  balance  of  specie  and  bullion  exported  from 
the  United  States,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  on 
the  30th  of  September  last,  according  to  the  custom- 
house entries,  amounts  to  $7,434,634 ;  but  it  is  sup- 
posed that  the  law  prohibiting  the  landing  of  specie, 
without  a  previous  entry  at  the  custom-house,  par- 
ticularly that  which  comes  from  countries  where  its 
exportation  is  forbidden,  is  sometimes  evaded. 
Whether  this  surmise  be  true,  and  to  what  extent, 
the  committee  will  not  undertake  to  say ;  nor  does 
any  thing  beyond  an  allusion  to  it  fall  within  the 
scope  of  the  present  inquiry.  But  when  it  is  recol- 
lected that  the  amount  of  specie  exportations  may 
also  be  underrated,  from  a  portion  of  it  going  out  of 
the  country  without  entry,  it  requires  no  great  stretch 
of  credulity  to  believe  that  the  balance  against  the 
United  States  for  the  said  year  amounts  to  at  least 
six  millions  of  dollars. 

There  is  no  reasonable  ground  to  suppose  that  the 
account  current  has  assumed  a  more  favorable  aspect 
for  the  last  four  months ;  and  there  is  less  doubt  that 
the  said  balance  was  made  up  principally,  if  not  alto- 
gether, of  gold  coins  and  of  dollars. 

In  consequence  of  the  high  rate  of  aH  foreign  ex- 
change, especially  that  of  England,  which  has  for  a 
long  time  vibrated  from  10  to  12  per  cent.,  it  has 
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been  confidently  asserted  that  some  of  the  banks  in 
tbe  largest  commercial  cities  in  tbe  Union,  in  con- 
ducting which  great  skill  and  foresight  have  gener- 
ally been  discovered,  have  at  this  time  on  hand  a 
greater  amount  of  crowns  and  five-franc  pieces  than 
of  all  other  descriptions  of  specie ;  and  that  none  of 
them  have  much  gold  of  any  kind,  and  scarcely  a 
single  American  or  Spanish  doUar. 

Your  committee  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  a 
better  state  of  things  exists  in  either  of  our  other 
cities,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  Philadelphia ; 
the  proximity  of  whose  moneyed  institutions  to  the 
Mint  affords  them  some  little  additional  facilities  in 
procuring  coins  in  cases  of  emergency ;  and  not  in- 
cluding the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  pos- 
sesses a  decided  advantage  over  all  the  others,  on 
account  of  the  revenue  deposits  ;  yet,  notwithstand- 
ing such  an  immense  advantage,  this  bank  at  one 
time  found  it  necessary  to  import  quantities  of  for- 
eign coin,  specially  with  the  view  to  meet  any  possi- 
ble exigency  which  might  press  upon  it. 

As  one  among  the  many  proofs  that  might  be  ad- 
duced to  show  the  extent  and  rapidity  with  which 
specie  has  been  banished  from  the  United  States,  the 
committee  submit  a  statement,  which  they  think  will 
not  he  contradicted,  that  the  specie  in  the  Boston 
banks,  which,  in  January,  1821,  appears  to  have 
amounted  to  nearly  two  and  a  half  millions  of  dol- 
lars, was,  in  June  last,  reduced  to  |406,275.  It  is 
impossible  to  state,  with  any  certainty,  the  compara- 
tive extent  of  the  whole  diminution  in  the  United 
States;  but  many  commercial  men  estimate  that 
about  one-third  of  all  the  specie  in  the  country  left  it 
in  the  course  of  the  last  year. 

Should  the  act  of  Congress,  making  the  crowns 
and  francs  a  lawful  tender,  be  suffered  to  expire  at 
this  time,  and  any  serious  or  large  demand  be  sud- 
denly made  upon  the  banks,  they  might  find  it  ex- 
tremely diffioult,  if  not  impossible,  to  meet  it.  Such 
an  event  would  be  highly  injurious,  and  it  might, 
therefore,  be  dangerous  to  degrade  their  present  me- 
tallic capital.  Even  now,  with  what  they  have  in 
their  vaults,  they  are  frequently  subjected  to  un- 
pleasant embarrassments  in  providing  for  the  de- 
mands which  are  occasionally  made  from  one  com- 
mercial place  on  another ;  and  it  is  believed  that,  for 
nearly  a  year  past,  their  principal  support  and  credit 
have  been  derived  from  mutual  forbearance,  super- 
indnced  by  mutual  wants,  and  a  community  of  in- 
terest. 

To  prove  that  these  conjectures  are  not  fallacious, 
the  committee  wUl  not  go  beyond  the  banks  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  under  the  immediate  eye  of 
Congress.  By  a  schedule  of  the  situation  of  the 
eleven  banks  in  this  district,  contained  in  a  report 
submitted  to  Congress  in  April  last,  it  appears  that, 
at  that  time,  with  capitals  exceeding,  collectively, 
$5,000,000,  they  had  an  aggregate  of  $956,712  in 
notes,  in  circulation;  and  only  $262,187  of  specie, 
in  all  their  vaults. 

Under  the  present  state  of  the  money  market, 
should  it  long  continue  as  it  now  is,  a  formidable  re- 
action must  ensue,  by  the  depreciation  of  all  property, 
the  withdrawal  from  circulation  of  most  of  the  safe 
paper  medium,  and  the  consequent  bankruptcy  of 
very  many  of  our  most  enterprising  merchants. 

Whether  banks  have  been  productive  of  more  good 
than  evil  it  is  not  necessary  to  inquire ;  but  it  may 
be  stated  that  they  are  now  so  completely  fastened 
upon  the  community,  apd  their  credit  is  so  intimately 


connected  with  the  moneyed  interests  of  the  country, 
and  any  shock  they  might  experience  would  be  so 
severely  felt,  that  it  would  seem  to  be  the  policy  of 
the  General  Government  to  afford  them  support, 
compatible  with  the  discreet  exercise  of  its  exclusive 
power  to  regulate  coins.  Past  experience  and  pres- 
ent exigencies  clearly  demonstrate  that  we  cannot 
yet  dispense  with  the  use  of  foreign  coins,  although 
it  was  confidently  predicted,  thirty  years  ago,  by 
some  of  our  statesmen,  that  their  beneficial  tendency 
would  be  superseded,  by  the  operations  of  the  Mmt, 
within  the  space  of  three  years. 

The  committee  are  aware  of  the  inconvenience  of 
using  a  variety  of  coins,  unequal  in  their  purity ;  but 
cannot  resist  the  conviction  that,  as  a  temporary  ex- 
pedient, it  would  be.  wise  in  Congress  to  extend  its 
fostering  care  to  the  banks,  by  assigning  a  determin- 
ate legal  value  to  the  almost  only  coins  now  remain- 
ing in  their  vaults. 

There  is  another  consideration  which  ought,  per- 
haps, to  be  adverted  to.  If  the  act  making  crowns 
and  francs  a  tender  be  suffered  to  expire,  the  banks, 
with  the  exception  of  those  at  Philadelphia,  will  be 
compelled  to  transport  those  coins  to  the  Mint,  at 
great  expense,  and  some  risk,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
converted  into  American  coins ;  and  when  that  shall 
be  done  their  new  character  would  give  them  an  im- 
mediate passport  to  Europe.  The  committee,  there- 
fore, conclude  that,  while  it  is  admitted  that  the  rate 
of  exchange  is  heavily  against  us,  the  precious  metals 
rapidly  vanishing,  stocks  going  abroad,  property  de- 
preciating, and  insolvencies  multiplying,  every  in- 
ducement should  be  held  out  for  the  importation  of 
specie  and  bullion,  and  for  the  retention  of  that  which 
our  capitalists  now  possess. 

The  committee  have  prepared  a  bill,  continuing 
crowns  and  five-francs  a  lawful  tender,  as  heretofore, 
until  the  4th  day  of  March,  1825,  which  they  ask 
leave  to  report. 

Tkeasdey  Depaetment,  Jan.  30,  1823. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  15th  instant, 
requesting  my  opinion  of  the  expediency  of  prolong- 
ing the  continuance  of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia,  I 
have  the  honor  to  state  that,  in  my  opinion,  a  due 
regard  to  the  public  interest  requires  that  that  estab- 
lishment should  be  continued  for  some  time  longer  at 
Philadelphia. 

The  present  state  of  our  currency  also  justifies  the 
conclusion,  that  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1821, 
continuing  in  force,  for  the  term  of  two  years,  so  much 
of  the  act  of  the  29th  of  April,  1816,  as  makes  crowns 
and  five  franc  pieces  of  France  a  legal  tender  in  the 
payment  of  debts,  ought  to  be  continued  for  a  limit- 
ed period. 

I  remain,  with  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
WM.  H.  CRAWf  OED. 

Hon,  Wm.  B.  Rochester, 

Chairman  of  Select  Committee,  ^c. 

Thursday,  February  6. 
Foreign  Coins. 
Mr.  RooHESTEE,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed on  the  13th  ultimo,  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain, ' 
Portugal,  France,  and  Spain,  receivable  in  pay- 
ment of  debts  due  the  United  States,  at  their 
intrinsic  value,  made  a  report  thereon,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  making  the  gold  coins  of  Great 
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Britain,  Portugal,  Prance,  and  Spain,  receivable 
in  payments  on  account  of  public  lands;  which 
bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  further  to  prolong  the  continu- 
ance of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia.  The  report 
is  as  follows : 

The  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain  and  Portugal,  of 
their  present  standards,  correspond  almost  exactly 
with  onr  own — those  of  France  are  not  so  fine,  and 
those  of  Spain  still  less  pure. 

Although  no  regular  report  of  the  assays  of  these 
coins  has  heen  made  by  the  Director  >of  the  Mint 
since  1819,  during  which  year  the  last  act  of  Con- 
gress, declaring  them  a  lawful  tender,  expired ;  yet, 
from  nimaerous  assays  made  since  on  deposits,  it  has 
been  abundantly  ascertained  that  their  intrinsic  value 
is  equal  to  that  which  was  assigned  to  them  respect- 
ively by  the  act  of  the  29th  April,  1816. 

The  committee  assent,  witnout  hesitation,  to  the 
expediency  of  making  them  receivable  in  the  pay- 
ment of  debts  to  the  United  States  on  sales  of  pub- 
lic lands ;  but  doubt  the  propriety  of  making  them  a 
tender  on  other  debts,  duties,  taxes,  or  soms  of 
money,  which  have  or  may  become  due  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

Notwithstanding  it  was  stated  in  a  previous  report 
of  the  committee,  that  the  gold  coins  of  every  de- 
scription and  denomination,  whether  American  or 
foreign,  have  of  late  been  almost  entirely  banished 
from  our  seaport  towns,  yet  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that,  owing  to  the  constant  emigrations  to  the  west- 
cm  country  from  Europe,  and  to  the  acknowledged 
want  of  confidence  in  many  of  their  banking  institu- 
tions, considerable  sums  of  foreign  gold  have  found 
their  way  into  that  country,  and  have  been,  and  are 
much  relied  on  as  part  of  the  means  of  paying  the 
debt  there  due  for  public  lands. 

The  committee  are  assured  that,  very  many  of  the 
purchasers  of  those  lands  being  persuaded,  from  long 
habit,  that  gold  would,  on  account  of  its  metallic  pre- 
ciousness,  continue  to  be  the  safest  and  most  in  de- 
mand as  a  circulating  medium,  have  studiously  and 
carefully  preserved  it  for  the  purpose  of  making  pay- 
ments to  tile  receivers  of  public  money  on  their  land 
purchases. 

The  debt  on  account  of  sales  of  the  pubHc  lands  is 
so  large  that,  it  is  believed,  every  facihty  and  induce- 
ment, compatible  with  the  just  rights  of  the  General 
Government,  should  be  extended  by  Congress  for  its 
speedy  reduction,  and  final  extinguishment,  by  actual 
payments. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the  annexed  com- 
munication of  the  3d  of  February  instant,  made  in 
reply  to  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, by  direction  of  the  committee,  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  has  fotmd  it  expedient  to  au- 
thorize the  receivers  of  public  money  to  continue  to 
receive  the  coins,  adverted  to  in  this  report,  "  in  pay- 
ments on  account  of  public  lands  ; "  and  that  "  they 
are,  in  fact,  now  received  by  them."  The  reasons 
assigned  in  said  communication  for  giving  such  au- 
thority to  the  receivers,  are  perfectly  sat^actory  to 
the  committee,  and  strongly  indicate  the  propriety, 
not  to  say  necessity,  of  giving  to  that  authority  the 
sanction  of  law. 

Tkkasdry  Depaetment,  Feb.  3,  1823. 
SiE :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo,  in- 
quiring whether  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  make 


the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain,  Portugal,  France,  and 
Spain,  receivable  in  payments  to  the  United  States, 
at  their  intrinsic  value,  and  especially  in  payments 
on  account  of  the  public  lands,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state,  that  it  is  deemed  proper  that  they  should  be 
made  a  lawful  tender  in  all  payments  to  the  United 
States  on  account  of  public  lands.  Upon  the  exph-a- 
tion  of  the  act  of  Congress  which  made  them  a  legal 
tender  in  the  payment  of  debts  in  the  United  States, 
the  receivers  of  public  money  were  authorized  to  con- 
tinue to  receive  them  in  all  payments  on  account  of 
puhhc  lands,  and  they  are  in  fact  now  received  by 
them.  This  authority  was  given,  first,  because  no 
doubt  was  entertained  that  the  creditors  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  the  States  and  Territories  where  the  land 
offices  were  estabhshed,  would  receive  such  coin  in 
preference  to  the  notes  of  the  State  banks  estabhshed 
in  those  States  and  Territories.  And,  second,  be- 
cause the  refusal  of  those  coins,  and  of  the  notes  of 
the  local  banks,  would  have  placed  it  out  of  the  power 
of  the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands  to  make  payment, 
as  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
of  its  offices,  did  not  circulate  among  them,  and  the 
current  coin  of  the  Union  did  not  circulate  in  suffi- 
cient quantity  to  meet  even  a  small  proportion  of  the 
payments  due  by  them. 

In  terminating  this  letter  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  relative  current  value  of  gold  and 
silver  differs  materially  from  that  established  by  the 
laws  of  the  United  States.  The  consequence  has 
been,  that  the  gold  coin  of  the  United  States  has  al- 
ways been  exported,  whenever  the  rate  of  exchange 
between  the  United  States  and  the  commercial  na- 
tions of  Europe  has  been  in  favor  of  the  latter.  If 
the  gold  coins  of  the  United  States  should  be  made 
equal  in  value  to  sixteen  times  the  value  of  silver 
coins  of  the  same  quantity  of  pure  silver,  they  would 
be  exported  only  when  the  rate  of  exchange  should 
be  greatly  against  the  United  States. 

This  subject  was  presented  more  fully  in  a  report 
made  by  this  Department,  upon  the  state  of  the  cur- 
rency, in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  1st  of  March,  1819,  to  which 
I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  committee. 

I  remain,  with  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
WM.  H.  CEAWFOED. 

Hon.  W.  B.  Rochester, 

0.  G.  on  the  Mint. 

Suppression  of  Public  Documents. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Campbeu:,, 
of  Ohio,  as  modified  by  his  acceptance  of  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Cook  of  Illinois, 
being  under  consideration,  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing : 

"  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  as- 
certain by  whom  the  suppression  of  the  paragraph, 
in  the  letter  of  William  E.  Dickinson,  Cashier  of  the 
Bank  of  SteubenviUe,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, dated  the  8d  day  of  April,  1819,  and  by  him 
communicated  to  this  House  at  tie  last  session,  was 
caused,  with  leave  to  sit  during  the  sessions,  and 
with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers:  And 
that  the  said  committee  be  instructed  to  prepare  and  re- 
port to  this  Bouse  a  digest  of  the  evidence  contained  in 
the  printed  documents,  {in  which  the  said  printed  letter 
A  5  is  included,)  if  any  such  there  ie,  to  show  whether 
uncurrent  or  depreciated  bank  nates  were  taken  in  lieu 
of  cash,  from  any  of  the  banks  in  which  the  public 
moneys  icere  deposited;   wheOier  public  moneys  have 
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ml  been  discontinued  to  be  depouted  in  branches  of 
the  United  States'  Bank,  and  placed  in  certain  local 
banks,  situated  in  the  same  towns  or  neighborhood, 
without  complying  with  the  directions  of  the  law  on 
that  subject ;  and  whether  such  transfers  have  not  re- 
sulted in  loss  to  the  Government;  whether  the  public 
money  has  not  been  loaned  to  those  banles,  in  which 
standing  deposits  were  made,  under  the  name  of  d^osits ; 
and  whether  such  loans  or  deposits  have  not  resulted  in 
loss  to  the  Government ;  whether  security  was  not  neglect- 
ed to  be  taJeen  in  some  one  or  mare  instances,  for  the  punc- 
tuality of  one  or  more  banks,  which  proposed  to  give  such 
security,  and  whether  such  failure  has  not  resulted  in 
loss  to  &e  Government." 

And  Mr.  Gilmee,  of  Georgia,  having  yester- 
day proposed  further  to  amend  the  same  by 
adding  thereto  the  following : 

"  And  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  whetiier  any  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  or  confederacy  of  members,  have 
made  use  of  the  papers  of  this  House  for  the  purpose 
of  mating  charges  against  any  department  of  this 
Government,  which  that  member,  or  those  members, 
know  to  he  false  : " 

And  the  question  being  on  agreeing  thereto — 

Mr.  Satojdbes,  of  North  Carolina,  rose.  His 
object  in  rising  was  not,  himself,  to  enter  fur- 
ther into  this  discussion,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
asking  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  to  withdraw 
his  amendment.  If  he  would  not  do  so,  Mr.  S. 
said,  he  would  move  to  strike  out  the  part 
which  had  been  inserted  at  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Cook,  (and  is  printed  in  Italic  in  the  above 
copy  of  the  resolution.)  He  asked  this  from 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  because  he  thought 
that  both  his  amendment  and  that  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois,  were  calculated  to  embar- 
rass the  origiual  proposition. 

Mr.  Gii-MBE  said  that,  on  a  question  which 
had  created  so  much  personal  feeling  in  the 
breasts  of  some  members  of  the  House,  and  of 
himself  more  particularly,  he  was  not  disposed 
to  do  any  thing  which  the  calculating,  prudent 
gentlemen  of  the  House  should  think  improper. 
After  the  excitement  of  the  moment  has 
passed  by,  he  was  rather  disposed  to  act  upon 
their  opinion  than  his  own.  With  pleasure, 
therefore,  he  yielded  to  the  opinion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Forth  Carolina,  and  of  that  class 
of  persons  in  the  House  for  whom  he  had  a 
high  respect,  and  with  whom  it  was  his  pleas- 
ure gfenerally  to  act.  Mr.  G.  then  withdrew 
the  amendment  whicH  he  had  proposed. 

Mr.  Saundbes  then  moved  to  strike  out  of  the 
resolution  that  part  of  it  which  was  yesterday 
inserted  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Coos,  declar- 
ing at  the  same  time  that  he  should  with  pleas- 
ure give  his  support  to  the  same  inquiry,  if  pro- 
posed in  a  distinct  resolution,  for  appointing  a 
separate  committee.  He  moved  to  strike  it  out 
only  because  it  proposed  an  inquiry  wholly  dis- 
tinct from  the  original  motion,  and  the  two 
would  only  embarrass  one  another. 

Mr.  Cambpbll,  of  Ohio,  said  when  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  OooK  was  yesterday  presented,  he 


had  thought  at  first  that  it  would  embarrass  the 
inquiry  proposed  in  the  first  resolution.  But, 
upon  a  closer  examination,  he  was  induced  to 
think  dififerently ;  and  it  appeared  to  him  there 
was  a  sufficient  connection  between  the  two  to 
keep  the  subjects  connected;  and  he  would 
state  the  grounds  of  this  opinion.  The  gentle- 
man from  Illinois  appeared,  said  Mr.  0.,  to  inti- 
mate that  the  committee  which  heretofore  pur- 
sued the  subject  did  not  go  as  far  as  it  should 
have  done  in  examining  the  character  of  the 
documents  referred  to  it ;  and  that  if  it  had  gone 
further,  a  different  impression  from  that  which 
it  has  expressed  would  have  been  the  result. 
If,  Mr.  C.  said,  any  credit  is  due  to  statements  of 
this  kind ;  if  it  is  ascertained  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  has  withheld  information  which 
ought  to  have  been  imparted  to  this  House,  it 
appears  to  me  a  proper  subject  for  investigation. 
If  in  the  progress  of  events  it  should  turn  out — 
and  I  am  arguing  as  the  nature  of  the  case  ap- 
pears to  require  that  I  should — ^that  any  docu- 
ments have  not  been  communicated  from  the 
Treasury  Department  that  ought  to  have  been, 
showing  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
interested  in  withholding  them,  in  order  to  avoid 
an  implication  of  himself  I  ask  the  committee 
whether  that  be  not  a  fair  subject  of  investiga- 
tion ?  "We  know  that  the  fact  of  the  deposit  of 
money  in  certain  banks  was  unpopular ;  and  if 
any  documents  or  parts  of  documents  respecting 
that  fact  have  been  withheld,  the  committee 
may  inquire  by  whom  and  why  these  documents 
were  suppressed.  Mr.  C.  said  he  therefore  was 
opposed  to  striking  out  that  part  of  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Saundbes  said,  as  he  did  not  intend  by 
Ms  motion  to  afford  any  ground  for  the  remot- 
est implication  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy, 
and  wished  only  to  relieve  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  from  what  might  be  too  great  a  burden  on 
him  as  the  chairman  of  the  new  committee,  and 
was  besides  not  connected  with  the  subject  of  his 
original  motion;  and  as  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  appeared  to  have  no  objection  to  take  this 
burden  upon  himself,  he  (Mr.  S.)  withdrew  his 
motion  to  amend  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  said  he  was  willing  to 
withdraw  his  proposition  yesterday  offered,  and 
incorporated  in  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Campbell, 
and  to  substitute  another,  which  he  held  in  his 
hand,  and  which  he  read. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  objected  to  this 
amendment,  as  going  unnecessarily  into  detail. 

Mr.  Edwaeds,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  did 
not  mean  by  any  thing  he  should  say  to  contrib- 
ute any  thing  to  such  a  debate  as  that  of  yester- 
day. His  object  in  rising  was  to  renew  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  the  amendment  yeterday  en- 
grossed on  the  original  resolution.  Should  this 
motion  succeed,  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
would  have  an  opportunity  to  present  the  sev- 
eral subjects  which  he  wished  investigated  in 
his  own  way,  and  there  would  be  no  question 
but  every  gentleman  in  the  House  would  vmite 
in  allowing  the  utmost  latitude  to  his  investiga- 
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tions.  Mr.  E.  said  he  wonld  put  it  in  the  power 
of  the  gentleman  to  present  the  question  in  the 
shape  most  agreeahle  to  himself.  H  that  gen- 
tleman helieved  in  the  existence  of  ahuses,  such 
as  he  had  intimated,  he  wonld  find  no  gentle- 
man unwilling  to  go  along  with  him  to  investi- 
gate them  to  the  extent  of  his  own  wishes.  I 
wUl  give  my  support,  said  Mr.  E.,  to  any  resolu- 
tion which  he  may  offer,  if  he  accompanies  it 
with  an  allegation  of  any  ahuse  of  puhUc  trust. 

Mr.  HAMiLTOif,  of  South  Carolina,  was  of 
opinion  that  the  two  ohjects  embraced  in  the 
resolution  ought  to  go  together.  They  related, 
he  said,  to  identically  one  and  the  same  sub- 
ject. The  inquiry  for  the  committee  wiU  be, 
what  were  the  motives  of  the  suppression, 
which  we  regard  as  an  outrage  on  propriety 
and  on  the  dignity  of  the  House?  What  were 
the  motives  which  led  to  it?  The  motives  are 
necessarily  connected  with  the  facts  which  may 
have  induced  it.  Mr.  H.  said  he  could  not  see 
any  object  to  be  gained  by  a  division  of  the 
subject  between  two  committees ;  and  he  was 
anxious  that  no  division  of  the  inquiry  should 
take  place  which  would  lead  to  the  appointment 
of  two  committees.  He  wished  the  two  in- 
quiries to  go  on  hand  in  hand,  and  not  from 
any  want  of  deference  and  respect  to  the  author 
of  the  present  resolution.  Mr.  H.  said  he  should 
move,  when  it  would  be  in  order  to  do  so,  to 
refer  the  inquiry  to  the  same  committee  which 
has  already  had  the  subject  under  consider- 
ation. He  would  do  so  because  it  must  be 
within  :the  conviction  of  every  member  that 
that  committee  had  discharged  its  duty  in  a  man- 
ner which  entitled  it  to  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  the  House — ^their  proceedings  and  report 
having  been  candid,  lucid,  fair — and  because,  as 
they  were  already  familiar  with  the  subject, 
much  would  be  gained  in  point  of  time,  which 
at  this  period  of  the  session  was  of  some  impor- 
tance, by  giving  the  matter  again  in  charge  of 
that  committee. 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  said  he  was  in  fa- 
vor of  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  second 
branch  of  the  resolution,  because  he  saw  no 
necessary  connection  between  that  and  the  origi- 
nal motion,  the  object  of  which  was  to  ascer- 
tain who  made  these  marks  which  have  been 
the  subject  of  so  much  speculation.  He  did  not 
wish  to  embarrass  that  inquiry  by  connecting 
it  with  extraneous  matter.  Nor  could  he  see 
any  propriety  in  recommitting  this  subject  to 
the  same  committee  which  has  already  exam- 
ined it.  If  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has 
been  called  upon  for  all  the  papers  connected 
with  any  particular  subject,  and  he  has  not 
communicated  them  aU,  it  was  incumbent  on 
the  House  to  get  those  which  have  been  with- 
held. This  is  a  thing  which  is  of  common  oc- 
currence, said  Mr.  F.,  and  I  know  it  has  oc- 
curred in  regard  to  resolutions  which  I  myself 
have  offered.  A  year  or  two  ago,  he  said,  he 
had  submitted  a  resolution,  calling  upon  the 
Navy  Department  for  certain  papers,  which 
have  never  yet  been  submitted.    So  it  has  hap- 


pened with  regard  to  calls  upon  other  depart- 
ments. When,  last  session,  the  Department  of 
War  was  called  upon  for  the  invoices  of  certain 
goods  purchased  by  the  Indian  factors,  they 
never  were  reported.  Even  as  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  he  wrote  for  a  passport  for  a 
friend  who  was  going  abroad,  and  could  not  get 
it — ^he  procured  a  member  of  the  Senate  to  ask 
one  from  the  British  Minister,  and  got  it  with- 
out difficulty.  Last  session,  a  call  was  made 
upon  the  President  to  show  in  what  maimer 
the  money  had  beA  expended,  which  is  an- 
nually appropriated  under  the  act  for  arming 
the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  call  was  not  answered. 

Ml'.  SrEELETO,  of  New  York,  said  he  could 
not  see  the  necessity  of  the  resolution,  as  at 
first  submitted ;  and  for  that  reason,  in  partic- 
ular, he  thought,  if  it  did  pass,  it  should  be  in 
its  amended  shape.  If,  said  he,  you  strike  out 
the  part  which  is  proposed  to  be  stricken  out, 
you  strike  out  all  that  which  constitutes  the 
most  important  part  of  the  inquiry.  The  two 
objects  of  inquiry  could  well  be  united,  and  they 
ought  to  go  together,  because  they  were  nearly 
connected.  But,  Mr.  S.  said,  the  amendment 
was  the  only  material  and  the  substantial  part 
of  the  resolution  as  it  now  stands.  The  resolu- 
tion, in  the  shape  in  which  it  was  introduced  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  is,  in  my  view,  said 
Mr.  S.,  totally  unnecessary.  I  am  not  in  the 
dark,  if  other  gentlemen  are,  as  to  who  caused 
the  suppression,  so  often  alluded  to.  Not  that 
I  have  any  knowledge  on  the  subject  which 
everybody  else  may  not  have,  but  I  rest  my 
conviction  first,  upon  the  face  of  the  documents 
themselves,  and,  secondly,  on  the  testimony  of 
Mr.  Dickins,  the  chief  clerk  in  the  Treasury  De- 
partment. My  mind  has  been  brought  to  the 
conviction,  by  all  the  circumstances,  that  he, 
and  he  alone,  made  them.  I  call  not  in  ques- 
tion his  merits ;  he  is  not  even  personally 
known  to  me — and  I  have  only  heard  of  him  as 
a  man  of  distinguished  talents  and  great  indus- 
try. He  has  interfered,  however,  with  the  doc- 
uments of  this  House,  and  he  boldly  told  the 
committee,  that  he  marked  the  word  out,  where 
it  appears  marked  on  several  passages  that  are 
omitted  in  the  printing.  I  say  that  Mr.  Dickins 
might  have  gone  further,  and  told  the  commit- 
tee that,  when  he  made  part  of  those  marks, 
he  made  the  whole  of  them.  I  do  not  mean  to 
impeach  the  veracity  of  that  gentleman,  or  even 
his  motives.  It  is  sufficient  to  say,  that  he  acted 
on  his  own  authority,  and  without  the  authority 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  in  viola- 
tion of  the  direction  of  the  House  to  have  the 
whole  of  the  correspondence  laid  before  it.  I 
have  heard  but  one  sentiment  expressed  by  all 
who  have  viewed  these  papers,  which  is,  that 
they  were  all  made  by  the  same  pencil,  and 
at  the  same  time ;  and  I  defy  any  gentleman  of 
candor  to  inspect  the  papers  and  say  that  they 
were  not  all  made  by  the  same  hand.  If  Mr. 
Dickins  did  make  aU  the  marks,  as  I  contend  he 
did,  what  occasion  is  there  to  go  into  a  further 
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inquiry  on  the  subject.  But,  continued  Mr.  S., 
I  have  a  further  argument  to  show  that  Mr. 
Dickins  did  make  these  marks.  It  has  been 
intimated,  without  the  least  ground,  that  some 
gentleman  of  the  House  may  have  made  them. 
I  am  astonished,  sir,  that  any  gentleman  should 
dare  to  rise  in  his  place,  and  make  such  an  in- 
timation, without  proof  positive  of  the  fact.  It 
is  our  duty  to  protect  the  character  of  this  House, 
and  we  ought  never  to  permit  ourselves  to 
charge  any  one  of  its  members,  in  the  House, 
or  out  of  ^t,  with  improper  conduct,  without 
positive  proof  to  sustain  the  charge.  I  call 
upon  gentlemen  to  show  me  the  least  proof  of 
the  truth  of  this  intimation.  A  particular  mem- 
ber of  this  House  was  alluded  to  yesterday,  as 
having  possibly  made  this  mark.  I  was  aston- 
ished to  hear  a  gentleman,  reputable  as  he  is, 
of  unimpeached  integrity,  stigmatized  as  one 
who  not  only  made  this  erasure,  but  as  being 
engaged  in  a  conspiracy,  which,  if  it  existed, 
would  be  disgraceM  to  those  concerned,  and 
disgraceful  to  the  House.  What  do  the  com- 
mittee say  ?  Who  did  make  these  marks  ?  I 
do  not  mean  to  wound  the  feelings  of  any  man ; 
I  would  scorn  to  impeach  the  motives  of  any 
man  in  or  out  of  the  House — and  it  was  with 
great  surprise  I  heard  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia yesterday  make  a  direct  allusion  to  a  mem- 
ber of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature. 
Are  we  to  point  at  them,  and  hoot  at  them,  when 
they  happen  to  attend  ladies  to  the  gallery  of 
the  House  ?  I  do  not  mean,  said  Mr.  S.,  to  im- 
pute to  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  any  im- 
proper motives  for  this  allusion,  &c.,  because  he 
is  a  high-minded  and  honorable  man.  He  him- 
self, after  a  night's  reflection,  has  in  an  honora- 
ble manner  retraced  his  steps,  and  withdrawn  his 
proposition.  But,  to  return  to  the  marks.  The 
committee  reports  that  Mr.  Dickins  did,  accord- 
ing to  his  own  declarations,  mark  out  three  of 
these  passages,  in  doing  which  he  acted  in  an 
unwarranted  and  unauthorized  manner.  What 
do  the  committee  say  in  their  report  of  the  par- 
ticular erasure  which  was  the  subject  of  their 
inquiry  ?  They  say  that,  had  the  same  causes 
existed  for  that  erasure,  the  committee  would 
have  remarked  that  the  probability  of  that  era- 
sure also  having  been  made  by  Mr.  Dickins  was 
strong,  and  that  nothing  but  the  peculiarity  of 
the  motives  which  had  induced  him  to  taake 
the  other  marks  weakened  it.  IVom  the  testi- 
mony of  Mr.  Dickins,  what  do  the  committee 
infer  ?  That  the  probability  of  Mr.  D.  having 
himself  made  the  erasure  is  destroyed  ?  No ; 
but  that  it  is  weakened.  Mr.  S.  proceeded  to 
read  passages  from  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Dick- 
ins as  reported  by  the  committee,  contrasting 
his  evidence  on  the  three  days  he  was  examined 
— for,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  was  examined  three  sev- 
eral days,  and  at  different  times  this  evidence 
was  dragged  from  him.  Could  Mr.  Dickins 
have  made  this  erasure,  he  asked,  without 
knowing  whether  he  made  it  or  not  ?  I  appeal 
to  the  House,  said  Mr.  S.,  if,  from  the  evidence 
of  the  documents  themselves,  and  the  strange 


testimony  of  Mr.  Dickins,  who  admits  he  did 
make  all  the  other  marks,  and  from  the  fact 
that  this  mark  was  made  apparently  with  the 
same  pencil,  whether  he  ought  not  to  have  re- 
collected marking  it.  The  reasons  were  not 
such  as  to  have  induced  him  to  make  the  marks 
in  that  particular  letter,  he  says,  and  therefore, 
he  thinks  he  did  not  make  it ;  and  said  Mr.  8., 
the  reasons  were  such  that  he  ought  not  to  have 
made  any  of  those  which  he  acknowledges  to 
have  made — strong  and  imperative  was  the  rear 
son  why  he  should  not  have  done  it. 

Mr,  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  said,  from  the  course 
which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  had  taken, 
he  felt  himself  called  upon  to  make  a  remark  or 
two  in  defence  of  his  original  motion,  which  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  seemed  to  consider 
so  unnecessary.  It  might  be  owing  to  the  ad- 
vantage which  that  gentleman  possessed  over 
other  gentlemen,  that  he  had  been  able  to  dis- 
cover who  had  made  the  disputed  erasure.  It 
is  well  known,  said  Mr.  C,  that  such  is  the  struc- 
ture of  the  human  mind,  that  less  evidence  is 
necessary  to  convince  some  minds  than  is  neces- 
sary to  convince  others.  For  my  part  I  am 
slow  to  believe  in  such  facts  as  he  charges  on 
Mr.  Dickins.  It  may  be  considered  as  an  un- 
deniable fact,  however,  that  some  person  has 
caused  the  suppression  of  this  paragraph  of  a 
document.  The  object  of  the  inquiry  which  I 
have  proposed  is,  to  ascertain  who  this  person 
was.  It  is  proved  not  to  have  been  the  printers : 
that  is  put  beyond  question.  Whether  it  was 
some  person  in  this  House,  or  attached  to  this 
House,  or  to  the  Treasury  Department,  is  a  sub- 
ject for  inquiry,  and  the  proof  submitted  by  the 
committee  does  not  warrant,  to  my  mind,  the 
conclusion  to  which  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  seems  to  have  arrived.  I  vriU  admit  that, 
by  straining  the  testimony,  yon  may  infer  that 
Mr.  Dickins  himself  may  have  made  the  erasure. 
I  have  examined  the  evidence  with  attention, 
however,  and  have  not  satisfied  myself  on  that 
point.  As  I  presume  many  other  members  are 
in  the  same  situation  with  myself,  it  seems  ne- 
cessary, that  the  first  part  of  this  resolution 
should  be  adopted,  whatever  becomes  of  the  re- 
mainder of  it.  Mr.  C.  then  proceeded  to  notice 
the  observation  of  Mr.  Floyd,  and  to  show  that 
there  is  such  an  analogy  between  the  two  objects 
of  the  resolution  as  to  justify  their  connection. 
He  did  not  wish  it  to  appear  that  any  person 
had  been  privy  to  this  erasure  with  an  intention 
to  commit  a  fraud  upon  the  House ;  but  such 
had  been  the  effect  of  the  erasure.  He  did  not 
expect  to  obtain  conclusive  proof  upon  the  sub- 
ject by  further  investigation.  If  any  person 
would  commit  a  fraud  of  this  description,  he 
would  not  do  it  openly,  and  any  one  who  had 
made  the  erasure  with  fraudulent  intention, 
would  doubtless  perjure  himself  to  conceal  it. 

The  proof,  he  said,  was  not  conclusive  that 
Mr.  Dickins  made  these  marks.  As  to  the  ar- 
gument of  all  the  marks,  those  acknowledged, 
and  that  which  is  denied,  being  made  by  the 
same  pencil — if  I  know  any  thing  about  pencils, 
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said  Mr.  C,  they  all  make  the  same  kind  of 
marks.  That  argument,  therefore,  can  have  no 
weight  with  me  in  the  determination  of  the 
question.  Mr.  0.  then  recapitulated  the  objects 
of  the  part  of  the  resolution  which  was  yester- 
day added  at  Mr.  Cook's  suggestion,  to  show  its 
analogy  to  the  original  proposition.  The  oh- 
jects  of  inquiry  which  it  proposed  were  proper 
ia  themselves,  and  proper  also  to  show  whether 
any  motive  of  concealment  would  probably  have 
induced  the  suppression  of  these  passages  in 
the  letters.  On  the  supposition,  for  the  sake  of 
argument,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
or  Ms  clerks,  had  such  a  motive,  the  inquiry 
into  that  fact  was  certainly  so  nearly  connected 
with  the  inquiry  into  the  fact  of  who  made  the 
erasure,  &o.,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  stricken  out 
of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Abohbb,  of  Virginia,  expressed  his  regret 
that  any  diflSculty  should  exist  as  to  the  form  of 
inquiry  into  any  of  the  particulars  embraced  in 
the  resolution,  because  he  believed"  there  would 
be  no  difference  of  opinion  when  the  question 
of  inquiry  in  any  shape  came  to  be  voted  upon. 
What  are  the  grounds,  he  asked,  on  which  the 
first  part  of  the  resolution  recommends  itself  to 
our  attention?    There  has  been  a  mutilation  of 
the  records  of  the  House.     WiU  any  man  deny 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  this  House  to  prosecute  an 
inquiry  in  a  case  of  this  sort,  to  ascertain  who 
were  the  authors  of  the  mutilation  ?    'No  man 
can  deny  the  fact,  the  power  of  the  House  to  in- 
vestigate the  matter,  or  the  duty  of  the  House 
to  exercise  that  power  on  this  occasion.    No 
man  denies  either  of  these  points,  said  he,  and 
yet  we  are  kept  two  days  debating  it.    The  very 
fact  that  there  has  been  a  mutilation  of  the  re- 
cords is  sufficient.    But,  when  the  inquiry  is 
proposed,  of  what  sort  is  the  objection  made  to 
it  ?    Why,  that  members  of  this  House  ought 
not  to  be  suspected  of  having  done  it.    Now,  I 
suppose,  or  might  suppose,  there  has  been  this 
criminal  intention  on  the  part  of  some  member 
of  this  House ;  how  is  the  fact  to  be  ascertained 
but  by  inquiry?    Gentlemen  say,  it  will  appear, 
probably,  that  nobody  has  been  guUty  in  this 
case.    I  think  it  very  probable,  and  I  hope,  that 
such  will  be  the  result  of  a  full  investigation. 
But,  is  that  any  reason  why  we  should  not  in- 
quire into  it?    Do  gentlemen  mean  to  contend 
that  we  are  never  to  exert  the  powers  of  this 
House,  without  proving  an  imputation  on  some- 
body?   If  there  has  been  any  guUt  connected 
with  this  fact,  it  wiU  be  reported  to  the  House, 
with  authentic  evidence  of  the  fact,  and  we 
ought  to  prosecute  the  inquiry  to  the  conviction 
of  the  guilty.    If  there  has  been  no  guilt  in  the 
transaction,  we  ought  to  prosecute  the  inquiry 
to  show  that  there  has  been  none.    I  was  ex- 
tremely sorry,  continued  Mr.  A.,  to  see  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois,  when  no  imputation  was 
cast  upon  him,  identify  himself  with  this  accu- 
sation, so  far  as  there  is  any  accusation  against 
any  member  or  members  of  this  House.    He 
not  only  undertook  to  consider  himself  the  ac- 
cused person;   but,  after  disclaiming  the  acts 
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which  he  supposes  to  be  imputed  to  himself,  he 
turns  round  upon  others — and  upon  whom  does 
he  turn?  Upon  the  Judas  among  us,  if  there 
be  any?  No,  he  turns,  and  makes  an  accusa- 
tion, remote  from  the  subject  before  the  House, 
against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He 
brings  forward  this  irrelevant  matter,  which  it 
was  now  proposed  to  strike  out  of  the  resolu- 
tion. I  must,  therefore,  tell  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman, said  Mr.  A.,  that  he  has  no  claim  to  our 
sympathies,  after  the  part  he  has  acted. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  lUinfts,  rose.  I  must  confess, 
said  he,  I  am  as  much  astonished  as  I  regret  the 
fact,  that  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia 
saw  so  little  in  the  observations  of  other  gentle- 
men who  preceded  me  yesterday  in  debate, 
which  tended  to  cast  a  shade  of  suspicion  over 
me.  The  gentleman  will  have  it  that  I  am  my 
own  accuser.  I  appeal  to  the  candor,  to  the 
honor,  to  the  justice  of  this  House,  whether 
several  gentlemen,  previous  to  my  joining  in 
the  debate,  did  not  make  allusions  to  me.  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  may  not 
have  understood  them  as  I  did ;  but  I  feel  quite 
sure  that  every  other  member,  or  almost  every 
other  member,  did  understand  them  as  I  did. 
The  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  and  of  other 
gentlemen — I  will  not  repeat  them — must  be 
fresh  in  the  recollection  of  this  House. 

I  think,  said  he,  it  must  be  within  the  recol- 
lection of  every  member,  that  the  Chair  decided, 
yesterday,  that  it  was  proper  I  should  go  into  an 
investigation  of  the  testimony  taken  before  the 
committee,  because  such  an  imputation  had 
been  made  upon  me.    If  gentlemen  choose  to 
disclaim  the  aUusion  to  me,  I  am  gratified  at 
their  doing  so.    But  the  remarks  of  gentlemen 
could   not  have  been  misunderstood.     They 
were  not  misunderstood.    What,  then,  was  my 
course?      To  sit  stOl,  and  permit  the  mantle 
of  disgrace  to  faU  upon  me  without  resistance, 
and  without  attempting  to  demonstrate  that 
the  presumption  which  seems  to  be  indulged 
in  was  much  more  strongly  met  by  presump- 
tion of  a  different  character?    It  seemed  to 
me  that  the  tenor  of  all  the  observations  made 
yesterday,  as  I  understood  it,  and  as  I  was 
sure  every  member  of  the  House  understood  it, 
was  to  cast  imputations  on  me.  It  was  asked  of 
me,  not  here  or  there,  but  everywhere,  Are 
you  ready  for  the  gallows?    I  was  glad  to  find 
the  question  put  to  me  in  such  a  manner,  as  to 
show  that  they  universally  felt  a  contempt  and 
disgust  at  what  those  who  asked  it  supposed  to 
be  an  unfounded  and  ungenerous  attack  upon 
me.    I  brought  forward,  by  way  of  amendment, 
that  which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  sup- 
poses to  be  irrelevant  matter,  to  show  that  the 
presumption  of  guUt  was  elsewhere  than  with 
me.    I  adverted  to  what  I  considered  abuses, 
which,  if  proved,  would  show  that  the  presump- 
tion of  guUt  in  this  matter  might  rest  elsewhere. 
As  for  the  sympathies  of  the  gentleman,  I  have 
no  doubt,  from  his  character,  he  will  do  me  jus- 
tice ;  and  I  ask  for  no  sympathy  from  anybody 
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— but  for  justice  merely.    For  four  years  that 
1  have  had  a  seat  here,  I  have  had  every  reason 
to  believe  that  every  person  brought  before  this 
House  will  receive  justice  at  its  hands.    I  be- 
lieve that  there  is  a  suiBcient  degree  of  independ- 
ence— ^manly  independence — in  this  House  to 
secure  to  every  man  justice.    I  ask  no  sympa- 
thy from  the  House.    I  stand  self-poised ;  and 
it  wiU  be  demonstrated  to  the  House,  if  the  in- 
vestigation goes  on,  that  I  have  good  reason  to 
stand  self-poised.    I  am  as  wUling  as  any  mem- 
ber to  investigate  this  matter,  and  I  have  no 
idea  of  putting  off  the  investigation ;  for,  inde- 
pendently of  the  reasons  which  operated  upon 
others,  I  have,  growing  out  of  what  I  consider, 
unfounded  intimations,  a  personal  reasoB  to  de- 
sire an  early  and  full  investigation.    I  stated 
yesterday,  said  Mr.  0.,  and  I  do  it  to-day,  and  it 
is  certainly  not  my  wish  to  excite  feelings  of  an 
UBpleasant  kind  anywhere ;  nor  did  I  think  it 
proper  that  yesterday  gentlemen  should  have 
entered  into  an  investigation  calculated  to  pre- 
judge the  matter ;  but  when  debate  is  indulged 
in,  or  permitted  on  one  side,  which  is  calculated 
to  have  an  improper  effect  on  particular  mem- 
bers, those  at  least  who  are  aimed  at  have  a 
right  to  pursue  the  same  irregular  course,  with 
a  view  to  bring  truth  into  view,  that  improper 
prepossessions  may  not  be  formed ;  it  was  with 
that  view  that  I  stated  yesterday,  that  the  doc- 
uments connected  with  this  subject  furnished 
intrinsic  evidence  that  a  part  of  the  correspond- 
ence, which  forms,  the  body  of  documents  con- 
nected with  the  subject,  was  not  sent  here  in 
compliance  with  the  call  made  on  my  motion 
at  the  last  session ;  and  I  made  the  statement 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  that,  from  this 
omission,  conclusions  might  be  drawn  at  least 
as  strong  as  from  the  uncandid  statement  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  of  the  testimony  re- 
ported to  the  House.     The  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  last  evening,  seemed  to  dwell, 
and  lay  much  stress  upon  the  recollection  by 
Mr.  Dickins  of  the  subject-matter  of  the  pas- 
sages which  he  acknowledges  to  have  erased. 
Now,  I  state  it  as  a  fact,  said  Mr.  0.,  that  Mr. 
Dickins  went  to  the  ofiBce  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Eepresentatives,  before  he  went  to  the 
committee,  and  examined  all  the  documents. 
Now,  this  is  a  fact  which  ought  to  be  taken  into 
the  estimate  of  the  clearness  with  which  Mr. 
Dickins  speaks  of  the  subject-matter  of  the  pas- 
sages erased,  and  recollects,  from  previous  exam- 
ination, what  passages  he  marked,  and  why  he 
marked  them.    I  mentioned  that  Mr.  Dickins 
had  gone  to  the  Clerk's  oflBce  to  make  an  alter- 
ation in  the  report ;  and  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  thinks  it  uncandid  in  me  that  I 
did  not  state  the  object  of  that  alteration.    The 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  is  mistaken 
when  he  says  that  I  was  present  at  all  the  ex- 
aminations of  Mr.  Dickins — 

Mr.  Satindbes  explained.  If  the  gentleman 
was  present,  I  said,  when  the  nature  of  the  al- 
teration was  mentioned,  he  ought,  in  candor,  to 
ha,ve  stated  it  to  the  House. 


Mr.  Cook.    I  was  not  present,  and  therefore 
could  not  know  or  state  it.    The  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  was  a  little  mistaken,  too,  said 
Mr.  C,  as  to  the  nature  of  the  questions  propound- 
ed to  me  in  regard  to  the  author  of  A.  B.,  (the  ac- 
cusatory letter  published  in  the  Washington  Ee- 
publican.)    He  says  he  did  not  ask  me  who  A. 
B.  was.    He  certainly  will  remember  that  he 
asked  me  if  I  knew  who  A.  B.  was.    In  that 
question  was  a  necessary  inclusion  of  the  ques- 
tion, who  was  the  person  ?    I  barely  mention 
this  to  correct  the  recollection  of  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  who,  he  had  no  disposition 
to  believe,  would  intentionally  misrepresent  him. 
I  had  intended,  said  Mr.  C,  to  have  answered 
some  of  the  remarks  which  fell  from  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia — yes,  sir,  I  wUl  say  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia ;  but  the  gentleman  has  this 
morning  withdrawn  his  proposition,  and  I  think 
it  is  very  well  for  the  character  of  this  House, 
and  very  well  for  the  character  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  country  in  which  we  live,  that  he 
has  done  so.    It  was  a  proposition  which  I  could 
show  proposed  one  of  the  most  glaring  infrac- 
tions of  this  constitution  that  was  ever  present- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  this  House — a  prop- 
osition involving  the  highest  and  most  sacred 
rights  secured  to  this  House,  and  to  the  people 
of  this  country.     The  honorable  gentleman  has 
done  himself  some  credit  in  withdrawing  it.  [Mr. 
0.  made  a  remark  on  the  feeling  or  motive  in 
which  this  proposition  originated,  and  an  obser- 
vation on  Mr.  Gilmee's  allusions  to  the  transac- 
tions of  last  session,  the  terms  of  which  escaped 
the  ear  of  the  reporter.]  I  hope,  said  Mr.  C,  that 
the  whole  matter  wiU  be  inquired  into,  and 
brought  before  the  House ;    and  when  it  is,  I 
shall  be  able,  if  the  slightest  tinge  of  suspicion 
yet  rests  on  the  mind  of  any  honorable  member 
of  the  House,  even  of  the  greatest  enemy  I  have 
in  the  House — and  I  have  some  whose  feeliags 
are  very  strong  towards  me,  as  the  proceedings 
of  this  House  wOl  verify — I  will  bring  even  to 
them  such  demonstration  as  to  force  conviction 
that,  if  they  have  suspicions,  they  are  unfound- 
ed, and  without  the  least  justification  whatever. 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  North  Carolina,  said  that, 
at  the  time  he  submitted  the  motion,  now  pend- 
ing, to  strike  out  the  latter  part  of  the  resolu- 
tion, he  did  it  under  a  full  persuasion  that  the 
two  subjects  embraced  in  the  resolution  were 
utterly  disconnected.  As,  however,  his  friend 
from  Virginia  had  appealed  to  him,  and  seemed 
to  think  that  this  unprofitable  debate  would  be 
checked  by  withdrawing  the  amendment,  he 
would  withdraw  it. 

The  motion  to  amend  being  withdrawn,  and 
the  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution 
as  it  is  stated  in  the  commencement  of  to-day's 
proceedings — 

_  Mr.  MoLanb,  of  Delaware,  rose  to  express  his 
views  of  this  subject.  I  rise  not,  said  he,  to  ac- 
cuse any  one,  but  to  vindicate,  as  far  as  my  im- 
pressions go,  some  who  have  been  accused. 
With  regard  to  the  member  from  Illinois,  we 
have  his  declarations  in  the  committee  and  in 
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this  House  that  he  is  free  from  any  imputation 
as  to  the  marking  or  suppression  of  this  paper ; 
and  his  declarations  are  conclusive  until  proof 
be  produced  to  the  contrary ;  and,  in  relation 
to  him,  I  shall  require  strong  proofs.  "WhUst  I 
do  refrain  from  the  expression  of  any  opinion  de- 
rogatory to  the  honor  and  integrity  of  that  mem- 
ber, I  will  not  say  I  have  no  suspicions  as  to  any 
other  person ;  but  even  if  I  entertained  a  strong 
suspicion  of  the  guilt  of  any  other  person,  as 
seems  to  be  entertained  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  I  would  not  express  it.  For, 
although  I  may  entertain  strong  impressions  as  to 
the  author  of  the  act  referred  to,  yet,  as  I  may  be 
called  upon  in  a  much  mojp  important  way,  and 
on  fuller  testimony,  to  express  my  opinion  upon 
the  subject,  I  should  feel  it  due  to  the  person 
whom  I  suspected  and  to  myself,  to  preserve  my- 
self pure  from  prejudice  and  coromitment  upon 
the  question.  If  I  were  to  rise  in  the  House, 
and  express  the  opinion  that  this  or  that  man  is 
guilty,  I  could  not  trust  myself  again  to  pass 
upon  the  character  of  that  man.  The  House 
will  do  me  the  justice  (said  Mr.  MoLane)  to  re- 
member that  I  gave  to  this  inquiry,  when  first 
proposed,  my  full  and  free  sanction.  I  expressed 
my  belief  that  everybody  implicated  in  the  let- 
ter of  A.  B.  would,  upon'  full  inquiry,  be  ab- 
solved from  imputations  upon  them.  I  beUeve 
such  win  be  the  result  of  the  proposed  further 
inquiry,  and  that  the  object  of  the  person,  who- 
ever he  may  be,  who  made  these  charges,  will 
be  detected  and  exposed.  It  is  for  that  reason 
I  would  adopt  the  amendment  of  the  member 
from  Illinois,  that  this  inquiry  may  be  pushed 
to  its  utmost  limit,  and  that  every  circumstance 
connected  with  the  transaction  may  be  devel- 
oped. This  is  not  a  matter  originating  in  this 
House — it  originated  out  of  this  House.  I  do 
not  say  that  any  member  of  this  House  is  the 
author  of  the  contemptible  productions  which 
have  given  rise  to  this  inquiry  and  this  discus- 
sion ;  but  it  has  been  forced  upon  us,  if  by  a 
member  of  this  House,  I  will  say  most  disrep- 
utably. For  if  any  member  of  this  House  does 
believe  that  any  department  or  public  officer 
has  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  trust,  he  has  an 
open  and  high-minded  course  to  pursue.  He 
cannot  become  an  anonymous  scribbler  in  a 
newspaper  without  derogating  from  his  charac- 
ter. I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  writer  is 
(I  hope  and  trust  he  is  not)  a  member  of  this 
House.  If  he  is,  he  has  taken  a  wrong  course, 
and  unwarrantably  produced  all  the  bitter  wa- 
ters which  have  flowed  from  it.  Let  us  not, 
said  Mr.  McL.,  forget  the  origin  of  this  inquiry. 
How  did  it  originate  ?  This  little  erasure,  which 
may  have  originated,  as  from  my  soul  I  believe 
it  did  originate,  in  no  improper  motives — these 
little  marks  which  are  made  upon  this  paper, 
have  been  suffered  to  sleep  upon  the  records  for 
a  twelvemonth,  known  to  many  gentlemen  of 
this  House.  At  the  end  of  twelve  months,  when 
the  officer  who  had  the  records  in  his  possession 
is  no  more,  and  cannot  be  called  upon  to  give  an 
account  of  them,  the  fact  is  brought  to  the  atten- 


tion of  the  House  by  Accident,  purely.  It  is 
published  out  of  the  House,  accompanied  by  a 
distinct  charge  inculpating  officers  of  this  House 
with  having  suppressed  the  passage  in  question 
to  screen  an  individual  in  a  high  public  office. 
It  was  a  charge  which  the  persons  inculpated 
felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  bring  before  the 
House.  The  House  instituted  a  committee  of 
inquiry  into  the  matter,  and  that  committee 
have  investigated  it,  not  only  with  an  assiduity 
which  does  them  credit,  but  with  an  honorable, 
independent,  and  impartial  conduct,  which  will 
do  them  honor,  here  and  elsewhere.  They  have 
said  that  the  persons  designed  to  be  implicated 
are  guiltless,  and  that  the  marks  were  not  made 
by  them.  Now,  sir,  though  I  should  have  been 
unwilling  to  have  originated  this  inquiry,  and  re- 
gret that  the  subject  has  ever  been  agitated,  I  am 
free  to  say  that  I  am  willing  to  go  on  with  it, 
and  I  wUl  not,  because  I  find  the  scent  which  I 
have  been  following  wiU  not  lead  me  to  the  den 
of  the  lion,  turn  round  and  refuse  to  follow  it  to 
the  hole  of  the  fox.  The  very  reason  which 
brings  the  gentleman  from  New  York  to  the 
conclusion  that  he  wiO  not  pursue  the  iaquiry 
is  the  converse  of  the  reason  why  I  will  pursue  it. 

Mr.  Steelqto.  I  have  no  objection  to  pursu- 
ing the  inquiry. 

Mr.  MoLane.  I  did  not  mean  to  say  that  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  is  opposed  to  the  in- 
quiry :  but  I  understood  the  gentleman  to  say 
that  he  did  not  want  this  inquiry,  because  he  was 
already  satisfied  who  did  this  thing.  He  was 
willing  to  vote  for  the  inquiry,  but  thought  it 
unnecessary  because  he  knew  who  made  these 
marks.  It  is  because  I  do  not  know  who  did 
it,  and  because  it  does  not  appear  before  the 
House  who  did  it,  that  I  think  the  inquiry  ought 
to  go  on.  And  it  is  because  that  honorable 
gentleman  has  thrown  the  weight  of  his  charac- 
ter and  influence  against  an  individual  who  is 
not  in  this  House,  and  who  has  no  means  of 
defending  himself  against  such  imputations,  that 
I  wish  the  inquiry  to  go  on.  I  make  no  charge 
against  anybody;  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  has  made  the  charge.  He  has, brought 
the  act  of  making  the  erasure  home  to  the  clerk 
in  the  Treasury  Department,  which  he  has 
had  the  candor  to  say,  he  has  done  without  a 
knowledge  of  the  character  of  that  clerk.  The 
gentleman  acquits  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
of  any  concern  with  the  transaction  ;  and  I 
agree  with  him  that  the  character  of  that  officer 
stands  too  high  for  purity  and  lofty  integrity 
to  warrant  the  belief  of  his  having  had  any  con- 
nection with  any  transaction  which  proves  to  be 
incorrect.  But,  is  there  any  proof  which  will 
warrant  the  House  in  saying  that  these  marks 
were  made  by  the  clerk  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment ?  None  whatever.  But,  if  I  were  to 
have  an  opinion,  it  would  be,  as  far  as  the  tes- 
timony goes,  strongly  the  reverse  of  that  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York.  I  do  not  think 
the  clerk  did  make  the  erasure.  He  might  have 
made  it,  and  with  good  motives,  too  ;  but  I  do 
not  think  that  he  did  do  it.    Let  us  look  at  the 
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nature  of  the  thing.  Here  is  a  call  made  upon 
a  department,  in  answer  to  ■which,  in  order  to 
save  time,  the  original  papers  are  sent — and  I 
here  ask  the  gentleman  where  he  founds  his 
charge  of  an  unwarrantable  liberty  taken  with 
the  documents  of  this  House  ?  Had  we,  sir, 
any  thing  to  do  with  those  documents  before 
they  came  here?  Certainly  not ;  they  were  in 
the  possession  and  under  the  control  of  the 
head  of  the  Department.  You  make  a  call  on 
the  Department,  and  it  is  competent  to  it  to 
send  you  the  originals  or  copies ;  and  this  fact, 
which  spoke  conviction  to  my  mind,  from  the 
first  agitation  of  this  matter,  is  conclusive — that, 
so  far  from  any  intention  to  suppress  any  part 
of  the  documents,  there  was  evinced,  in  sending 
the  original  letters,  a  disposition  to  open  the 
whole  flood  of  information  to  you.  Now,  sup- 
pose these  marks  were  made  at  the  Treasury 
Department — and  here  Mr.  MoLanb  remarked, 
that  gentlemen  seemed  to  be  shocked  at  the 
suggestion  that  A.  B.,  or  0.  D.,  made  these  marks, 
but  thought  nothing  of  laying  it  to  this  or  that, 
other  person.  Now,  I  say,  continued  he,  that 
these  marks  may  have  been  made,  if  they  were 
made  at  the  Treasury  Department,  for  the  most 
innocent  purpose.  Was  it  not  competent  to  the 
Department  to  send  you  copies  instead  of  the 
originals  ?  Undoubtedly ;  that  would  have  been 
the  regular  course.  "Was  it  not  competent  to 
the  Department  to  send  you  copies  of  parts  of 
letters  ?  Undoubtedly ;  for  what  is  the  nature 
of  your  calls  upon  Departments  for  information  ? 
It  is,  that  they  should  send  you  all  the  informa- 
tion material  to  the  subject  of  the  call,  which 
can  be  communicated  consistently  with  the  pub- 
lic good.  As  to  what  may  or  may  not  be  ma- 
terial or  relevant  to  the  call,  the  head  of  the 
Department  must  exercise  a  sound  and  honest 
discretion.  Suppose,  in  the  exercise  of  such  a 
discretion,  the  Treasury  Department  had  sent 
you  copies  of  these  documents,  and  deeming 
this  letter,  and  the  others  which  were  marked, 
to  be  immaterial  and  irrelevant  to  the  call,  had 
left  them  out  entirely :  how  then  ?  Could  you 
have  imputed  an  improper  motive?  or  would 
you  not,  if  you  entertained  a  different  opinion, 
require  the  papers  to  be  sent,by  a  new  and  more 
specific  call,  as  the  member  from  Illinois  actually 
did, call  for  other  documents  connected  with  the 
same  subject,  which  were  not  sent  in  pursuance 
of  the  first  call  ?  Now,  said  he,  let  us  go  one 
step  further.  Instead  of  copies,  the  original 
papers  were  sent.  What  do  the  brackets  which 
are  known  to  have  been  made  at  the  Treasury 
Department,  and  the  others,  if  they  were  made 
there,  designate  ?  That  the  passages  thus  marked 
were  not  material  to  the  call.  The  member 
from  Illinois,  who  made  the  call  for  these  pa- 
pers— who  wanted  the  information — ^he  himself 
did  not,  when  he  saw  these  marks,  at  the  last 
session,  deem  them  material- 
Mr.  Cook  said  that  he  did  not  deem  them  of 
sufficient  importance  to  be  the  subject  of  a  mo- 
tion to  the  House  upon  the  subject. 
Mr.  MoLaub  said  he  had  not  at  all  misunder- 


stood the  member.  If  he  did  not  deem  them 
of  sufficient  importance  to  bring  the  subject  to 
the  House,  they  could  not  have  been,  in  his  view, 
material ;  if  the  suppression  of  the  paper  was 
deemed  immaterial,  the  paper  itself  could  not 
have  been  supposed  material.  He  proceeded 
then  to  make  one  or  two  remarks,  which  went 
to  satisfy  him,  although  these  marks  might  have 
been  innocently  made  by  the  clerk  in  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  that  they  were  not  made  by 
that  person.  It  is  an  affair  of  speculation 
merely,  said  he,  and  if  I  should  be  thought,  in 
making  this  declaration,  to  insinuate  any  thing 
against  any  member  of  this  House  I  would  not 
make  it.  In  the  fli^t  place,  said  Mr,  McL., 
you  find  that  in  cases  where  letters  are  actually 
marked  by  the  clerk,  he  marks  them  with 
brackets,  and  with  the  word  "  out "  in  the  mar- 
gin. The  word  does  not  occur  on  the  margin 
of  the  particular  letter  in  question.  WhentMa 
clerk  marks  passages  for  the  purpose  of  having 
them  omitted,  he  marks  the  word  "  oux  "  upon 
them.  I  beg  the  House  to  reflect  on  the 
suggestion  which  I  now  make,  and  see  how  im- 
portant it  is,  when  a  charge  is  attempted  to  be 
brought  home  to  an  individual  on  the  ground  of 
criminality,  to  view  it  in  a  correct^light.  When 
the  clerk  marks  this  word  "  out "  on  these  docu- 
ments, to  whom  is  the  intimation  given  which 
that  word  conveys  ?  Is  it  to  the  printer  ?  No, 
it  is  to  this  House.  If  the  document  had  gone 
from  the  Treasury  to  the  printing  office,  it  would 
have  been  different.  But  the  documents  were 
sent  to  you,  and  the  marks  were  put  upon  them 
for  your  use.  Here  are  the  papers  for  you,  says 
this  officer ;  here  is  all  the  information  we  have 
on  the  subject ;  we  send  you  the  originals,  the 
more  speedily  to  answer  your  call,  but  we  sug- 
gest to  your  discretion  whether  it  would  be 
proper  to  print  these  particular  passages.  It  ia 
to  you,  then,  that  the  word  "  out "  is  addressed, 
with  the  corresponding  brackets.  But  on  ex- 
amining the  marked  passage  on  A  5,  which  has 
been  the  subject  of  so  much  speculation,  we  find 
the  word  "  out "  is  not  there.  There  is  another 
strong  circumstance  about  that  letter,  which 
carries  to  my  mind  conclusive  testimony  that 
the  pencil  marks  were  not  made  at  the  Treas- 
ury; and  that  is,  that  the  only  words  which 
can,  by  any  possibility  of  construction,  be  con- 
sidered material,  are  underscored,  not  by  pencil 
marks,  nor,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  from  appear- 
ances, by  the  writer  of  the  letter.  Now,  I  ask, 
whether,  on  an  officer  of  any  department  send- 
ing a  paper  here,  any  part  of  which  is  intended 
to  be  suppressed,  it  is  at  all  likely  he  would  have 
made  a  broad  and  obvious  underscoring  of  the 
particular  passage,  with  a  view  to  bring  those 
words  conclusively  and  immediately  to  the  pub- 
lic eye  ?  I  think  not,  sir.  I  should  never  con- 
ceive that  any  individual,  who  meant  to  sup- 
press a  paper,  or  part  of  a  paper,  would  make 
indelible  marks  upon  it,  not  to  erase  or  to  con- 
ceal it,  but  to  place  it  in  bolder  relief.  If  it 
had  not  been  so  marked,  it  might,  and  probably 
would,  have  escaped  observation  entirely.    You 
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must  then  persuade  me  that  this  clerk  in  the 
Treasury  Department  is  made  of  different  ma- 
terials from  other  men ;  that  when  he  has  a 
motive  and  an  ohject  in  view,  he  accomplishes 
it  in  a  different  manner  from  other  men ;  and 
that,  when  he  means  to  suppress  any  thing,  he 
makes  it,  with  that  view,  more  conspicuous! 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York  says 
he  is  satisfied,  and  there  is  no  occasion  for  far- 
ther inquiry.  If  the  testimony  was  sufficient 
to  satisfy  the  mind  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York — to  whom  I  impute  no  motive,  believing 
he  only  made  this  declaration  in  proper  candor 
— if  the  evidence  was  sufficient  for  him,  it  was 
not  sufficient  for  the  committee  who  examined 
the  matter.  And,  let  me  say,  if  the  evidence 
had  been  such  as  to  induce  the  expression  of  a 
belief  by  them,  the  committee  were  bound — 
more  especially  as  the  omission  to  express  such 
an  opinion  would  give  rise  to  imputations  else- 
where; more  especially  as  they  must  see  that 
suspicion  would  fall  upon  members  of  Congress, 
amongst  others — it  became  their  absolute  and 
positive  duty  to  express  their  opinion,  if  they 
had  been  able  to  form  one,  of  the  author  of  the 
erasure.  Acting  under  this  sense  of  imperious 
duty,  knowing  that  if  they  even  remain  silent, 
an  imputation  might  be  drawn  from  it,  they 
have  said,  with  that  sense  of  honor  which 
characterizes  the  report,  that  they  have  no  proof 
to  satisfy  them  wTio  made  the  erasure  in  letter 
(A  5.)  I  cannot  satisfy  myself  on  the  subject, 
said  Mr.  MoL.,  that  either  this  or  that  person 
did  it  ;  and  for  that  reason  I  would  give  the 
greatest  possible  scope  to  this  inquiry.  "When 
the  proofs  come  before  me,  I  shall  examine 
them  with  an  impartial  eye ;  I  shall  form  an 
impartial  opinion.  If  I  believe  that  the  marlcs 
were  made  with  an  innocent  intention,  and  that 
the  maker  of  them  was  in  no  manner  connected 
with  the  attempt  which  l^as  been  made  to  con- 
vert them  into  imputations  of  guilt,  I  shall  be 
satisfied  to  let  the  matter  rest ;  but  if,  in  the 
course  of  the  inquiry,  the  act  shall  be  fastened 
upon  any  individual  with  motives  of  guilt,  or 
who  has  since  lent  himself  to  the  improper  use 
which  has  been  made  of  it,  I  wUl  extend  the 
power  of  this  House  as  far  as  it  will  go  to 
punish  him. 

Mr.  A.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  said,  in  his  con- 
duct on  this  floor,  he  had  no  rule  of  action  but  to 
pursue  what  he  believed  to  be  his  duty  to  the 
public.  He  would  vote  for  any  inquiry  which 
was  likely  to  lead  to  beneficial  consequences. 
But,  if  he  thought  any  proposed  inquiry  would 
not  have  that  result,  he  would  not  vote  for  it. 
He  saw  no  advantage  which  could  flow  from 
further  prosecution  of  the  particular  inquiry  now 
before  the  House.  He  objected,  besides,  to  com- 
mitting an  inquiry  into  the  management  of  the 
funds  of  the  United  States,  and  into  the  making 
of  this  mark,  to  the  same  committee.  The  sub- 
jects were  distinct  and  not  compatible,  and 
ought  not,  therefore,  to  go  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. In  the  case  of  John  Anderson,  when  a 
contempt  was  committed  against  the  House 


through  the  Committee  of  Claims,  was  that 
committee  charged  with  the  inquiry  into  that 
matter?  Certainly  not.  Mr.  S.  was  opposed, 
for  reasons  of  this  nature,  to  the  form  of  the 
resolution.  But  he  was  opposed  to  further  in- 
quiry respecting  these  marks,  for  another  reason. 
He  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  Mr.  Dickins 
did  make  the  erasure  in  A  6,  as  well  as  the 
others,  and  that  he  was  authorized  to  make 
them,  and  that  no  blame  properly  attached  to 
him  or  any  one  on  the  occasion.  Examining  the 
shape,  direction,  adB  curves  of  the  marks,  from 
which  only,  in  the  absence  of  direct  testimony, 
an  opinion  could  be  formed,  he  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  same  person  made  the  dis- 
puted mark  who  made  the  others.  Lay  the 
marks  across  one  another,  and  it  would  be  seen 
that  their  inclinations  are  the  same,  and  the 
angles  formed  by  the  intersection  of  the  cross 
lines,  as  well  as  the  form  and  turn  of  the 
brackets,  were  either  precisely  or  nearly  the 
same  in  the  marks  acknowledged  to  have  been 
made  by  that  clerk,  as  in  the  others.  From  all 
the  circumstances,  Mr.  S.  drew  the  conclusion 
that  Mr.  Dickins  did  make  these  marks.  He 
wished,  therefore,  no  further  examination.  The 
House  had  the  examination  of  Mr.  Dickins, 
thrice  taken,  and  it  had  the  documents  them- 
selves ;  and  he  could  not  conceive  why  any 
other  information  on  the  subject  should  be 
thought  desirable.  Mr.  8.  further  considered 
Mr.  Dickins  as  having  made  these  marks  when 
he  had  a  right  to  make  them.  The  resolution  of 
this  House,  requiring  these  documents,  called 
for  copies  of  certain  contracts  with  banks,  &o., 
and  all  the  information  "relative  thereto ;  "  that 
is,  for  so  much  of  the  correspondence  with  the 
banks  as  relates  to  these  contracts.  Did  that 
resolution,  then,  require  the  Secretary  to  furnish 
the  whole  of  every  letter  in  which  this  subject 
is  mentioned  ?  Mr.  S.  contended  not.  Suppose 
a  letter  embraced  several  very  important  sub- 
jects :  there  could  be  no  reason  why  more  of  it 
should  be  communicated  than  the  particular 
part  which  relates  to  the  subject  of  the  call. 
By  the  arrangements  at  the  Treasury;  it  ap- 
peared that  this  clerk  had  this  branch  of  the 
business  of  the  office  under  his  control,  and  that 
he  made  the  selection  of  the  papers  called  for, 
and  arranged  them  in  the  order  in  which  they 
were  sent  to  the  House — in  doing  which  he 
made  these  pencil  marks  on  the  passages  which 
he  considered  irrelevant  to  the  object  of  the 
resolution  of  this  House.  It  had  been  said  that 
the  disputed  erasure  did  relate  to  the  object  of 
the  call.  Ml-.  S.  was  not  satisfied  that  it  did — 
but,  whether  or  not,  it  was  not  withheld  from 
this  House,  nor  concealed  from  the  House,  but 
fully  in  its  possession.  And,  said  he,  are  we  to 
infer  criminality  from  the  testimony  of  this 
gentleman?  Certainly  not ;  for  if  he  made  these 
marks,  he  was  as  perfectly  justifiable  as  he  was  in 
making  the  other  marks,  and ,  there  was  no 
criminality  in  it.  Mr.  S.  here  read  some  extracts 
from  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Dickins,  commenting 
upon  it  as  he  went  along.    He  concluded  by 
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saying  that  he  found  it  to  be  his  duty  to  oppose 
this  resolution ;  declaring  that  if  any  gentleman 
■would  bring  forward  an  inquiry  into  the  other 
subject  embraced  in  this  resolution,  separately, 
he  should  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  WnionT,  of  Maryland,  made  some  ex- 
planatory observations,  which  it  was  the  misfor- 
tune of  the  reporter  not  to  be  able  to  hear  dis- 
tinctly. He  states,  therefore,  only  what  he 
heard.  Mr.  W.  denied  that  he  wished  to  call 
A.  B.  to  account  before  this  House,  as  he  was 
most  abominably  misrepresented  in  the  "Wash- 
ington Republican  to  have  wished  to  do.  Mr. 
W.  took  some  notice  of  Mr.  Cook's  remarks  (of 
yesterday)  in  reply  to  him.  I  did  not  wish  to 
impugn  the  conduct  of  that  gentleman,  said 
Mr.  W.  I  had  an  esteem  for  him,  for  I  had 
discovered  in  him  talents  and  an  independent 
spirit.  I  did  not  wish  to  implicate  him,  but  I 
told  him  that  appearances  were  such,  that,  if  he 
were  my  own  son,  he  ought,  in  my  opinion,  for 
his  own  sake,  to  demand  an  investigation.  I 
did  not  say  that  he  was  the  author  of  the  era- 
sure ;  but  I  did  say,  that  there  were  circnm- 
stanoes  developed  by  the  testimony  taken  before 
the  committee,  which  would  cast  a  shade  of  sus- 
picion over  him,  such  as  I  hoped  would  be  re- 
moved by  a  further  inquiry.  Whilst  I  am  a 
member  of  this  House,  said  Mr.  W.  (in  reference 
to  an  expression  of  Mr.  Steeling),  I  shall  dare 
to  do  whatever  I  think  it  my  duty  to  do ;  but  I 
shall  never  do  what  is  contrary  either  to  duty 
or  to  honor.  I  will  never  refuse  to  any  gentle- 
man atonement  for  his  violated  rights,  and'I  am 
always  within  the  reach  of  any  man  of  honor. 
Mr.  W.  made  some  remarks  on  the  allusion 
yesterday  made  to  his  age,  intimating  that  age 
had  not  yet  dimmed  any  of  his  faculties,  or 
quenched  his  feelings  as  a  man.  He  concluded 
by  saying  that  he  had  no  idea  the  gentleman  from 
lUinois  would  draw,  from  his  remarks  yesterday, 
any  other  inference,  than  that  circumstances  were 
such  as  ought  to  induce  him,  for  his  own  sake, 
to  urge  an  investigation  of  this  matter. 

Mr.  Reid,  of  Georgia,  said  he  had  refrained 
from  this  discussion,  so  far,  because  he  could 
not  see  any  beneficial  purpose  it  could  answer  to 
engage  in  it.  Whether  this  mark  was  made 
with  a  mischievous  intention,  or  who  was  the 
writer  of  A.  B.  he  considered  as  matters  of  little 
importance.  If  there  had  been  any  conspiracy 
between  the  persons  who  marked  the  document, 
and  the  one  who  wrote  A.  B.,  it  had  wholly 
failed  in  its  purpose ;  the  project  had  met  the 
fate  it  deserved.  The  report  of  the  committee, 
said  he,  is  an  ample  acquittal  of  the  Printers  to 
this  House,  and  a  triumphant  vindication  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  All  attempts  against 
that  oflSoer  wiU  end,  I  have  no  doubt,  as  they 
heretofore  ended  on  this  floor,  to  his  honor,  and 
the  discomfiture  of  his  enemies.  But,  Mr.  R. 
said,  he  should  vote  for  this  resolution,  because, 
the  fact  appearing  that  this  document  has  been 
mutilated,  apparently  subsequent  to  its  coming 
into  the  possession  of  this  House,  the  question 
by  whom,  and  with  what  intentions  it  has  been 


done,  deserved  to  be  investigated.  His  principal 
object  in  rising,  however,  was,  to  add  a  few 
words  to  what  had  been  so  conclusively  said  by 
the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  respecting  one 
of  the  clerks  in  the  Treasury  Department.  It 
has  been  intimated  (said  Mr.  R.)  that  it  is  de- 
monstrable that  Mr.  Dickins  was  the  author  of 
the  erasure,  and  that  he  has  contradicted  him- 
self in  his  testimony.  If  the  House  will  attend 
for  a  moment,  I  will  make  it  appear  that  there 
never  was  testimony  more  pure,  more  perfectly 
impartial,  more  every  way  satisfactory,  than  the 
testimony  of  Mr.  Dickins.  Mr.  R.  examined 
and  compared  the  different  passages  in  Mr. 
Dickins's  testimony,  commenting  upon  them  as 
he  went  along  to  show  that  his  evidence  was 
not  only  clear  but  entirely  consistent.  I  have 
thought  it  proper  to  do  thus  much,  said  Mr.  R., 
because  the  character  of  Mr.  Dickins  has  been 
assailed,  and,  though  I  am  ignorant  of  the  person 
of  that  gentleman,  I  imderstand  him  to  be  an 
excellent  man  and  an  intelligent  oflScer.  Before 
he  sat  down  Mr.  R.  intimated  to  the  gentleman 
who  proposed  to  refer  this  inquiry  to  thfrformer 
committee,  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  him 
to  attain  his  object.  The  former  committee  was 
dissolved  by  the  fact  of  its  report  upon  the  whole 
subject  committed  to  it ;  and  committees  can 
only  be  appointed  in  two  modes,  by  the  Speaker 
or  by  ballot.  A  committee  cannot  be  legislated 
into  office,  or  revived,  by  resolution. 

Mr.  Tattnali,,  of  Georgia,  did  not,  in  rising, 
mean  to  obtrude  any  remarks  of  his  on  the  main 
subject  of  debate.  But  he  thought  he  owed  it 
to  himself  and  his  colleague,  to  take  some  slight 
notice  of  the  remarks  which  had  fallen  from  the 
gentleman  from  New  York.  That  gentleman, 
said  Mr.  T.,  in  the  course  of  his  vindication  of 
another  member  of  the  House,  seemed  to  think 
that,  to  vindicate  one  character,  it  was  necessary 
to  attack  another — 

Mr.  Steeling,  of  New  York,  (in  explanation.) 
I  did  not  attack  the  character  of  any  one ;  and 
if  I  was  understood  as  attacking  the  character  of 
any  one,  I  was  misunderstood.  On  the  contrary, 
I  spoke  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.. 
GiLMEE,)  as  high-minded  and  honorable.  I  had 
not  the  remotest  intention  in  any  degree  to 
speak  disrespectfully  of  him. 

Mr.  Tattnall  said  he  was  very  much  grati- 
fied by  this  explanation  of  the  gentleman,  as  far 
as  it  went;  but,  said  he,  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  were  calculated,  in  my  estimation,  to 
affect  the  character  of  my  colleague  for  candor 
and  fair  dealing.  It  may  be  officious  in  me  to 
interfere — ^I  know  it  is  the  disposition  of  my 
colleague  to  treat  such  matters  lightly,  when  he 
is  disposed  not  to  notice  them  personally.  He 
is_  willing,  in  such  cases,  to  let  them  pass  by 
without  notice;  but  I  cannot  hear  a  remark 
calculated  to  affect  the  reputation  of  a  friend, 
without  saying  something  of  it.  I  wish,  said 
Mr.  T.,  that  those  who  throw  out  insinuations 
against  others,  were  always  above  them  them- 
selves; that  those  who  suspect  others,  were 
always  free  from  suspicions  themselves ;  that, 
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when  we  feel  it  improper  to  throw  out  insinua- 
tions against  others,  we  should  not  ourselves  in- 
dulge in  doing  it.  The  recollection  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  I  suspect,  is  good ;  it  must 
be  very  bad  indeed,  if  he  does  not  recollect  that, 
frequently,  during  the  last  session,  at  this  session, 
perhaps  this  very  day,  when  the  Department, 
an  inquiry  into  whose  conduct  is  now  before  us, 
was  in  question,  he  has  thrown  out  insinuations, 
&o.  Mr.  T.  did  not  mean  to  say  that  it  is 
always  culpable  to  throw  out  insinuations.  Not 
so.  If  a  person  throws  out  insinuations  which  he 
will  support,  and  which  he  is  ready  to  put  in  the 
shape  of  a  charge,  he  acts  correctly,  upon  his 
proper  responsibility.  My  colleague,  (said  Mr. 
T.,)  yesterday,  went  so  far  as  that,  and  would 
have  gone  farther,  if  he  had  been  permitted  by 
the  Chair.  Se  at  least  has  not  been  guilty  of 
the  whispers  which  were  spoken  of  yesterday. 
He  is  not  one  of  the  whisperers ;  and  in  truth 
they  were  not  whispers  that  I  have  heard,  but 
loud  insinuations.  There  have  been  no  whispers 
about  the  matter,  unless  among  those  whose 
direct  agency  in  agitating  this  matter  has  been 
kept  so  profound  a  secret.  My  object  in  rising, 
however,  was  not  to  add  to  the  feelings  of  ex- 
citement which  this  discussion  has  generated, 
but  to  repel  the  remarks  which  have  been  made 
respecting  my  colleague. 

Mr.  STEELraa,  of  New  York,  expressed  his  sur- 
prise that  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  should 
think  it  necessary  to  rise  in  defence  of  his  friend, 
from  a  supposed  attack  upon  him.  The  gentle- 
man must,  said  Mr.  S.,  have  most  grossly  misun- 
derstood me.  I  meant  no  such  attack — 1  made 
none.  I  did  express  my  deep  regret  that  that 
gentleman  should  have  introduced  into  this 
House  a  proposition  so  fraught  with  dangerous 
principles,  as  that  which  was  embraced  in  his 
amendment.  I  did  also  express  my  regret,  in 
language  which  I  thought  decorous,  at  the 
manner  of  the  gentleman's  allusion  to  a  member 
of  the  Senate.  I  have  no  recollection  of  using 
any  other  language  to  the  gentleman  than  that 
of  respect.  I  am  again  charged,  said  Mr.  S.,  with 
speaking  disrespectfully  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury ;  and  even  the  incidents  of  the  last 
session  are  appealed  to,  to  support  the  charge. 
I  disclaim  any  intention  to  attack  either  the 
Secretary  of  the  Trea-sury  or  the  clerk  in  the 
Treasury  Department.  Distorted  must  have 
been  my  language,  if  I  was  otherwise  under- 
stood than  as  I  now  speak.  I  was  astonished  at 
the  solemn  appeal  made  to  the  House  on  this 
occasion,  and  more  so  by  the  intimation  of  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware,  that  I  had  disqualified 
myself  from  voting  upon  any  question  which 
may  hereafter  arise  in  this  House  on  the  matter. 
The  gentleman  should  recollect  that  I  reserved 
my  opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  guUt  or  inno- 
cence of  the  transaction.  I  did,  when  up  before, 
no  more  than  assert,  directly,  that  which  he 
stated  by  way  of  supposition ;  for  he  himself 
said,  that  the  Olerk  who  made  the  other  marks 
might  have  made  the  disputed  mark.  I  did 
mean  to  take  the  same  grounds  as  the  gentle- 


man himself,  but  more  directly.  So  much  for 
the  Olerk.  I  am  a  young  member  of  this  House, 
said  Mr.  S.,  comparatively  with  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware ;  but  I  must  beg  leave  to  differ 
from  him  on  one  point,  which  I  consider  as 
essentially  connected  with  the  character,  inde- 
pendence, and  integrity  of  this  House,  viz :  that, 
when  a  call  is  made  for  information  from  any 
Department  for  the  use  of  this  House,  that  De- 
partment is  not  bound  to  give  the  whole  of  the 
information  called  for ;  that  it  may  give  a  part 
of  it  and,  if  we  are  not  satisfied,  we  may  sub- 
mit a  second  call  for  the  remainder — 

Mr.  MoLane  explained.  His  doctrine  was, 
that  a  Department  was  not  required,  by  any  call' 
for  information  upon  any  subject,  to  send  any 
more  of  its  papers  or  records  than  was  pertinent 
to  the  object  of  the  call. 

Mr.  Steeling  resumed.  If  the  gentleman 
meant  all  that  was  pertinent,  why  did  he  speak 
of  a  second  call,  and  refer  to  the  case  of  a  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  at  the  last  session?  My 
views  of  this  subject,  said  Mr.  S.,  are  different 
from  those  of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware. 
If  a  head  of  a  Department  is  called  upon  for  the 
whole  of  the  information  in  that  Department, 
then  he  is  to  submit  the  whole  of  the  correspond- 
ence connected  with  it.  If  he  does  not,  he  is 
bound  to  state  why  he  does  not  conununicate 
the  whole  of  it,  so  as  not  to  leave  the  House  under 
an  impression  that  the  whole  has  been  com- 
municated. Such  was  the  course  pursued  by 
the  Chief  Magistrate  at  the  last  session,  in  a  par- 
ticular case.  A  caU  was  made  upon  him  for 
certain  documents ;  he  communicated  a  part  of 
them,  informing  the  House- that  there  were  more 
behind,  and  the  remainder  was  called  for.  The 
gentleman  has  stated,  continued  Mr.  S.,  that  this 
matter  was  forced  upon  the  House.  And  how 
does  he  say  it  was  forced  upon  us  3  By  the  con- 
temptible scribbling  of  an  anonymous  writer? 
Not  so,  said  Mr.  S.,  an  honorable  and  distinguish- 
ed member  made  a  statement  in  this  House, 
that  there  had  been  a  suppression  of  a  part  of  a 
public  document,  and  that  it  had  been  fraudu- 
lently and  wrongfully  done.  It  was  in  relation 
to  that  charge  of  suppression,  and  not  the  con- 
temptible scribbling  he  speaks  of,  that  the  in- 
quiry was  instituted ;  and  I  am  utterly  astonished 
that  so  much  heat  and  zeal  should  be  displayed 
here  in  regard  to  that  newspaper  publication. 
The  question  is,  has  there  been  a  suppression  of 
an  important  document;  and,  if  so,  who  made 
it  ?  and  I  do  not  see  how  that  question  involves 
the  inquiry,  who  wrote  an  anonymous  letter  in 
a  newspaper  ?  I  hope,  sir,  this  unfortunate  dis- 
cussion may  be  brought  to  an  end,  and  in  better 
temper  than  it  has  been  conducted. 

Mr.  Tbaot,  of  New  York,  differed  from  what 
appeared  to  be  the  great  majority  of  the  House. 
I  mean,  said  he,  to  vote  against  the  resolution 
altogether.  I  was  induced,  by  the  respect  which 
I  feltfor  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  to  give  my  vote 
for  raising  the  first  committee.  I  was  induced 
to  think  it  might  be  an  act  of  courtesy  to  him 
to  appoint  the  committee ;  but  my  own  impres- 
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sion  -was,  that  the  subject  had  none  of  that  char- 
acter of  importance  whioli  has  been  given  to  it. 
I  considered  that  this  omission,  which  was  called 
a  suppression,  was  made  by  accident,  or  from 
a  harmless  misconception  of  the  character  of  the 
papers.  Wlien  it  was  understood  that  the  whole 
matter  said  to  have  been  suppressed  had  been 
communicated  to  the  House ;  when  it  was  as- 
certained tliat,  connected  with  the  matter  said 
to  have  been  suppressed,  was  nothing  of  any 
importance  whatsoever;  he  was  confirmed  in 
the  impression  that  the  marking  was  the  result 
of  accident  or  inadvertence.  This  opinion  was 
ratified  by  the  report  of  the  committee  of  in- 
vestigation, that  there  had  been  in  this  case  no 
culpable  or  wUful  intention,  on  the  part  of  any- 
body, to  deceive  the  House,  by  making  these 
marks.  He  was  satisfied  of  this,  and  that  the 
farther  prosecution  of  this  inquiry  would  tend 
in  no  respect  to  develop  the  obscurity  which 
exists  as  to  the  author  of  these  marks,  nor  in  any 
other  respect  afibrd  information  of  any  value  to 
the  House. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Eeid)  says 
he  neitier  knows  nor  cares  who  is  the  author 
of  the  anonymous  publication  in  the  newspaper : 
I  understood  him  also  to  say — and  if  he  did  not 
say  it,  I  do — that  he  neither  knew  nor  cared 
who  was  the  author  of  the  erasure  in  the  docn- 
men,t.  I  care  not,  because  there  is  nothing  of 
any  importance  connected  with  it,  that  I  have 
been  able  to  discover.  Unless  we  are  satisfied 
that  the  matter  is  important,  why  should  we 
inquire  further  into  it?  Mr.  Dickins  has  ac- 
knowledged that  he  made  some  of  the  marks  in 
these  dooimients.  Now,  said  Mr.  T.,  I  consid- 
er the  part  erased  in  letter  A  6,  quite  as  imma- 
terial as  some  of  the  passages  which,  by  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  Mr.  Dickins,  he  actually  did 
mark.  But,  before  I  undertake  to  censure  a 
person  for  doing  any  particular  act,  I  must  be 
satisfied  that  he  has  acted  wrongfully ;  that  the 
act  that  he  has  done  is  important,  and  further, 
that  the  act  itself  was  occasioned  by  improper 
'motives.  Not  being  so  satisfied,  I  see  no  oc- 
casion to  pursue  the  inquiry  for  the  purpose  of 
punishing  the  person  who  made  these  marks. 
But,  if  I  did  believe  it  important  to  pursue  the 
inquiry,  in  order  to  discover  the  author  of  these 
marks,  I  must  yet  acknowledge  that  I  cannot 
see  how  any  further  inquiry  could  lead  to  the 
disclosure  of  the  person  who  made  the  marks. 
I  wiU  not  say  what  is  my  opinion  as  to  who 
made  the  marks,  but  I  think  any  one  who  will 
take  up  the  documents,  will  be  satisfied  that  no 
process  of  examination  can  fix  it  upon  any  per- 
son more  strongly.  I  have  heard  some  gen- 
tlemen express  a  wish,  said  Mr.  T.,  to  know 
who  is  the  author  of  A.  B.  That  is  to  me  a 
matter  entirely  unimportant.  I  do  not  discover 
in  that  production  the  evidences  of  such  turpi- 
tude as  some  attach  to  it.  If  I  was  sure,  how- 
ever, that  it  was  written  by  a  member  of  the 
House,  and  was  connected  with  the  greatest  de- 
gree of  turpitude  that  can  be  imagined  to  belong 
to  it,  I  do  not  see  that  this  House  has  any  thing 


to  do  with  it.  Are  we  to  constitute  ourselves 
jurors  to  inquire  who  is  the  author  of  any  an- 
onymous publication  concerning  public  men  ?  If 
so,  before  the  question  is  settled,  which  this  in- 
quiry is  supposed  to  bear  upon,  we  shall  discover 
a  great  many  publications  which  it  will  be  as 
incumbent  on  us  to  inquire  into  as  the  present 
case.  If  the  reputations  of  persons  in  office  are 
attacked,  they  must  seek  their  remedy  in  the 
same  way  as  other  citizens.  There  is  no  other 
road  for  them.  I  have  heard  it  suggested,  in  or 
out  of  the  House,  that  the  author  of  A.  B.  is  a 
member  of  Congress,  and  that,  therefore,  every 
member  of  Congress,  who  knows  he  is  not  the 
author  of  it,  is  bound  to  find  out  who  the  author 
is,  that  reprobation  may  not  rest  upon  himself. 
This  is  a  principle,  sir,  which  I  cannot  support. 
I  do  not  feel  that  I,  being  a  member  of  Congress, 
am  bound  to  exonerate  myself  from  the  charge 
of  writing  that  letter,  any  more  than  I  should 
do  if  it  were  said  a  citizen  of  New  York  had 
written  it,  I  being  a  citizen  of  New  York.  I  do 
not  think  that  it  is  justifiable  to  make  the  inquiry 
for  the  author  of  that  letter,  or  that  we  have 
either  the  power  or  the  right  to  do  it.  If  gen- 
tlemen contemplate  such  an  inquiry,  I  should 
object  at  least  to  the  present  form  of  that  in- 
quiry, because  the  object  is  not  expressly  stated 
on  the  face  of  the  proposition.  I  wish  it  to  be 
put  there  that  we  may  decide  seriously  and  nn- 
derstandingly  the  principle  how  far  this  House 
has  the  power  to  ferret  out  anonymous  writere. 
With  these  views,  I  shall  vote  against  the  reso- 
lution as  being  unnecessary ;  because  there  is 
no  object  worthy  of  inquiry  connected  with  the 
subject,  and  because  if  there  was,  we  could  never 
arrive  at  any  more  certain  conclusion  than  we 
have  come  to  now. 

Mr.  Khea,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  was  of  a  dif- 
ferent opinion  from  the  gentleman  last  up ;  and 
quoted  a  passage  from  the  letter  of  A.  B.  to  show 
that  it  contained  gross  imputations  of  being  "in- 
fatuated with  party  zeal"  on  a  part  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House.  What,  asked  he,  is  meant 
by  this?  Are  we  divided  into  factions?  Are 
we  mere  partisans  ?  He  conceived  this  was  a 
matter  of  some  importance,  however  lightly  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  might  think  of  it. 
What  was  the  case  of  John  Anderson,  compared 
to  this  ?  Yet  we  spent  four  or  five  days  over  that. 
Are  we  not  all  implicated  in  this  charge  of  being 
"  infatuated  with  party  zeal  ?'   Yes,  sir,  we  are. 

Mr  Chambeks.  What  is  the  question,  Mr. 
Speaker  ? 

Mr.  Rhea  said  he  believed  the  real  question 
with  that  gentleman  was  a  desire  to  adjourn,  as 
he  was  remarkable  for  motions  about  adjourn- 
ment and  earlier  hours  of  meeting,  &c.  How- 
ever, he  would  proceed  with  what  he  was  say- 
ing. It  appeared  by  the  unanimous  report  of 
the  committee  of  inquiry,  that  Gales  &  Seaton 
were  entirely  exculpated  from  the  charge  of 
suppressing  the  passages  in  question;  but,  sir, 
said  he,  is  this  House  exculpated?  No,  sir; 
and  so  long  as  the  transaction  shall  remain  un- 
explained and  unproved,  so  long  will  it  remain 
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a  matter  of  suspicion  here;  he  would '  therefore 
vote  for  the  resolution,  for  further  investigation, 
that  the  person  who  committed  the  act  might, 
if  possible,  be  found  out ;  he  would  vote  for  the 
inquiry,  lest  it  should  be  said  there  was  a  dis- 
position in  the  House  to  screen  somebody  or 
other. 

Mr.  Bebokeneidge,  of  Kentucky,  said,  as  a 
member  of  the  late  committee  of  inquiry,  he 
thought  the  inquiry  which  that  committee  was 
instructed  to  make  a  very  proper  one.  OfBcers 
of  this  House  had  been  implicated  in  a  serious 
charge,  and  another  individual,  not  connected 
witli  the  House,  was  also  involved  in  it.  The 
inquiry  was  peculiarly  proper  as  regarded  the 
public  printers.  It  had  been  made ;  they  were 
found  innocent,  and  the  report  had  been  laid 
on  the  table.  The  present  proposition,  how- 
ever, Mr.  B.  said,  was  a  materially  different 
one.  It  was  not  now  proposed  to  inquire 
whether  the  conduct  of  an  oflBoer  of  this  House, 
or  of  any  one  connected  with  it,  was  proper  or 
improper ;  but  to  ascertain  who  is  the  author 
of  an  anonymous  newspaper  publication.  If 
this  could  be  found  out,  it  would  not  be  an  ob- 
ject worth  the  trouble,  though  it  might  be 
harmless.  The  inquiry  was  connected,  also, 
with  an  investigation  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Mr.  B.  said  he  was 
not  bound  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  by 
any  ties  whatever ;  but  he  could  not  be  indif- 
ferent to  the  conduct  of  the  House  of  which  he 
is  a  membei".  You  are,  said  he,  about  to  in- 
quire who  the  author  of  a  certain  publication 
is.  For  what  ?  To  defend  the  conduct  of  the 
functionaries  of  the  Government.  That,  sir,  is 
not  your  duty.  "When  you  have  accomplished 
your  purpose,  what  will  you  have  effected? 
You  wiU  have  set  the  miserable  example  of 
making  a  formal  inquiry  who  it  is  that  has  hap- 
pened to  implicate  the  conduct  of  a  public 
officer.  This,  sir,  is  a  privilege  of  the  people  of 
this  country ;  they  have  a  right  to  investigate 
the  conduct  of  their  public  officers ;  the  press 
is  the  natural  medium  for  doing  this,  and  the 
same  vehicles  are  open  to  all,  for  defence  as 
well  as  attack.  Mr.  B.  wished  to  show  to  the 
House  the  tendency  and  inevitable  result  of 
such  a  procedure  as  it  was  about  to  commence. 
Institute  a  committee,  said  he,  with  the  fullest 
powers,  and  let  them  drag  the  culprit  before 
the  House,  and  if  he  be  a  member,  expel  him ; 
but,  before  this  House  attempts  so  daring  an 
attempt  on  the  rights  of  the  people,  it  should 
reflect  long.  [Mr.  B.  was  here  called  to  order 
by  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  as  ani- 
madverting on  a  question  which  was  not  pre- 
sented by  the  resolution  before  the  House,  or 
had  been  in  any  manner  proposed  for  adop- 
tion. The  Speakeh,  however,  (Mr.  Tatloe,  of 
New  York,  being  temporarily  in  the  chair,) 
decided  that  however  correct  Mr.  W.'s  objec- 
tion was'  in  principle,  the  scope  which  had  been 
allowed  to  the  debate  authorized  Mr.  B.  to  take 
the  latitude  he  had  used  in  his  remarks.  Mr. 
B.  proceeded.]    The  attempt,  he  said,  which , 


gentlemen  were  about  to  make  could  not  re- 
dound to  the  credit  of  the  House.  It  might 
create  heat  and  contention  amongst  the  mem- 
bers, but  nothing  more.  It  was  not  proper,  or 
becoming  the  character  of  the  House,  to  insti- 
tute an  inquiry  into  the  authorship  of  an  anony- 
mous attack  on  a  public  officer,  however  false 
it  might  be.  And  was  such  an  example  to  be 
followed  up  ?  Are  we,  said  he,  to  call  printers 
from  Maine  to  Georgia,  on  every  occasion, 
where  we  take  offenjp  at  a  newspaper  publica- 
tion, to  disclose  who  writes  against  public  men? 
As  far  as  relates  to  the  public  welfare,  the 
officers  attacked  are  no  more  to  be  shielded 
than  any  other  persons  whom  we  hold  guiltless. 
The  writer  in  question  attacked  certain  officers 
of  this  House  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  he  wholly  failed  in  his  attack  on  both. 
Leave  him,  then,  to  the  obloquy  of  a  convicted 
slanderer,  and  do  not  place  the  House  in  the 
wrong,  by  an  imprudent  and  unnecessary  in- 
quiry about  him.  Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to 
vindicate  the  course  the  committee  had  pur- 
sued, in  not  attempting  to  go  further  than  they 
had  gone.  They  confined  themselves  to  the 
particular  object  of  their  institution,  and,  hav- 
ing accomplished  it,  there  they  stopped.  It 
was  not  proper,  nor  would  it  have  been  expe- 
dient, to  go  beyond  that.  And,  said  Mr.  B.,  if 
you  now  do  resolve  to  push  the  inquiry  further, 
into  an  examination  of  the  authorship  of  the 
offensive  publication,  you  will  set  a  wretched 
example,  which,  if  followed,  will  lead  to  deplo- 
rable results.  In  what  situation  will  you  place 
yourselves,  if  you  undertake  to  demand  the  au- 
thors of  such  publications  ?  Will  you  imprison 
them  if  they  refuse  to  answer  ?  No,  sir,  said 
Mr.  B. ;  the  best  corrective  of  the  abuses  of  the 
press — and  every  day  exemplified  the  truth  of 
the  remark — was  to  give  it  perfect  freedom. 
That  character,  he  said,  cannot  be  worth  much, 
which  can  be  put  down  by  the  slanders  of  the 
press.  K  the  House  could,  by  this  inquiry,  dis- 
cover who  suppressed  the  passages  in  the  docu- 
ments, it  would  be  well.  But  that  he  believed 
improbable,  and  was,  therefore,  opposed  to  the 
resolution.  He  thought  it  wrong,  also,  to  con- 
nect with  the  inquiry,  if  it  was  to  be  prose- 
cuted, the  inquiry  in  regard  to  the  conduct  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,'  which  had  been 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois. 

After  a  few  further  remarks  by  Mr.  Ehba, 
which  could  not  be  well  heard  by  the  reporter — 

The  question  was  put  on  agreeing  to  the  res- 
olution in  the  shape  in  which  it  appears  in  the 
commencement  of  this  day's  proceedings ;  and, 
a  count  being  demanded,  there  were— For  the 
resolution  107  ;  against  it  23. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the 
resolution,  consists  of  Mr.  Campbell  of  Ohio ; 
Mr.  Cannon  of  Tennessee;  Mr.  Nelson  of 
Maryland ;  Mr.  Stewaet  of  Pennsylvania ;  Mr. 
JoifES  of  Virginia ;  Mr.  Moegan  of  New  York ; 
and  Mr.  Hill  of  Maine. 
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Monday,  February  10. 
Crimes  on  the  High  Seas,  &e. 

Mr.  Buchanan  submitted  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciaiy  be 
instructed  to  inquire  whether  there  be  any,  and  if 
any,  what,  crimes  not  now  punishable  by  law,  to 
which  punishments  ought  to  be  affixed. 

In  offering  this  resolution,  Mr.  B.  said  it  had 
been  decided  that  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  had  no  power  to  punish  any  act,  no  mat- 
ter how  criminal  in  its  nature,  unless  Congress 
have  declared  it  to  be  a  crime,  and  annexed  a 
punishment  to  its  perpetration.  Offences  at 
the  common  law,  not  declared  such  by  acts  of 
Congress,  are  therefore  not  within  the  range  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Federal  courts.  Con- 
gress have  annexed  punishments  but  to  a  very 
few  crimes,  and  those  all  of  an  aggravated  na- 
ture. The  consequence  is,  that  a  great  variety 
of  actions,  to  which  a  high  degree  of  moral 
guilt  is  attached,  and  which  are  punished  as 
crimes  at  the  common  law,  and  by  every  State 
in  the  Union,  may  be  committed  with  impunity 
on  the  high  seas,  and  in  any  place  where  Con- 
gress has  exclusive  jurisdiction.  To  afford  an 
example  :  An  assault  and  battery,  with  intent 
to  commit  murder,  may  be  perpetrated,  either 
on  the  high  seas,  or  in  a  fort,  magazine,  arsenal, 
or  dockyard,  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and 
tihere  exists  no  law  to  punish  such  an  offence. 

This  is  a  palpable  defect  in  our  system,  which 
requires  a  remedy ;  and  it  is  astonishing  that 
none  has  ever  yet  been  supplied.  My  .atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  subject  by  a  distin- 
guished professional  gentleman  now  in  this  city. 
Mr.  B.  said  he  did  not  expect  that  any  bill  could 
be  matured  and  passed  into  a  law  at  the  present 
session.  If,  however,  the  Judiciary  Committee 
would  take  the  subject  into  consideration,  and 
report  upon  it  to  the  House  before  it  rises,  it 
would  call  public  attention  to  it,  and  insure  the 
passage  of  a  bill  at  an  early  period  of  the  next 
Congress. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 


Feidat,  February  14. 
OcTieral  Appropriation  Bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ton,  the  House  then  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Tomlinson  in  the 
chair. 

Mr.  MoLane  obtained  the  floor,  and  moved 
to  take  up  the  General  Appropriation  bill,  in  the 
discussion  of  which  some  progress  was  made 
yesterday. 

Mr.  Tod  intimated  that  it  would  he  in  order, 
if  the  committee  should  refuse  to  tate  up  that 
bill,  to  take  up  the  other  bill  (the  tariff  bill) 
which  is  before  the  same  committee. 

The  question  on  Mr.  MoLane's  motion  pre- 
vailed—76  to  7l  votes — and  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  Appropriation  bill. 

The  question  pending  when  the  committee 
rose  yesterday,  was  on  an  amendment  moved 


by  Mr.  Thimble,  of  Kentucky,  to  appropriate 
$25,000  for  the  repair  of  the  Cumberland  road, 
to  which  Mr.  Buchanan,  of  Pennsylvania,  had 
proposed  an  amendment,  the  object  of  which 
was  to  recede  the  road  to  the  States  in  which 
the  several  portions  of  it  lie,  on  condition  of 
their  engaging  to  keep  the  road  in  repair,  &c. 

Some  conversation  took  place  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  urging  the  connection  of  this  question 
with  the  discussion  of  the  principle  of  the  bill. 
The  gentleman  who  moved  the  first  amendment 
declined  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  'Waefield,  of  Maryland,  then  addressed 
the  committee  at  considerable  length  in  favor 
of  the  appropriation  of  money  for  the  repair  of 
the  road,  and  against  the  course  proposed  by 
Mr.  Buchanan. 

Mr.  Boss,  of  Ohio,  followed  on  the  same  side, 
also  pretty  much  at  large,  adverting  particular- 
ly to  the  origin  of  the  fund  which  is  pledged  to 
refund  the  money  which  the  road  cost,  making 
the  consent  of  the  State  of  Ohio  necessary  to 
the  proposed  recession. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Maryland,  regretting  the  in- 
troduction of  the  subject  upon  this  bill,  pro- 
ceeded to  discharge  a  duty  which  his  situation 
bound  him  to,  by  giving  his  reasons  against  Mr. 
Buchanan's  proposition.  One  argument  par- 
ticularly he  used  with  considerable  effect,  viz: 
that  the  power  to  cede  the  road  must  be  comci- 
dent  to  the  power  to  pnt  gates  upon  it,  the 
right  to  exercise  which  was  at  the  last  session 
denied  by  the  Executive  to  exist  in  Congress. 
To  agree  to  the  measure  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  therefore,  would  be 
to  present  to  the  President  a  proposition  to 
which  it  Ls  known  beforehand  he  wiU  not 
assent. 

Mr.  Phillips,  of  Pennsylvania,  briefly  ex- 
pressed his  views  of  the  question.  He  was  in 
favor  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  his  col- 
league. 

Mr.  White,  of  Vermont,  said  he  was  in  favor 
of  the  amendment  offered  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Kentucky. 

Since  the  National  Government,  said  Mr.  W., 
has  been  at  so  great  expense  to  make  the  Cum- 
berland road,  rather  than  it  should  be  left  to 
dilapidate,  and  be  destroyed,  I  wiU  vote  for  the 
appropriation  to  put  the  road  in  fuU  and  com- 
plete repair;  provided  that  provision  be  also 
made  for  future  repairs  without  expense  to  tiie 
General  Government.  In  my  estimation  it 
would  be  just  and  right  that,  in  future,  the 
road  should  keep  itself  in  repair  by  the  collec- 
tion of  toUs  for  that  purpose. 

I  must  confess,  however,  that  I  extremely  re- 
gret that  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  has 
seen  fit  to  encumber  the  General  Appropria- 
tion bill  with  the  subject  of  the  Cumberland 
road.  It  would  have  been  a  fairer  mode  of  legis- 
lation, and,  in  my  estimation,  more  parliament- 
ary, to  have  presented  this  subject  for  considera- 
tion in  the  bill  reported  from  the  Senate  espe- 
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cially  for  that  purpose,  which  stands  referred 
to  this  committee.  But,  sir,  siuce  the  subject 
has  been  presented  in  this  shape,  and  the  dis- 
cussion has  proceeded  thus  far,  it  may  be  a 
saving  of  time  to  connect  it  with  this  bill; 
therefore  I  do  not  consider  it  very  important 
in  this  use  to  be  over  nice  about  modes  and 
forms. 

If  the  friends  of  the  road  are  sincere  in  mak- 
ing their  declarations,  they  will  ask  nothing 
more.  They  have  declared  a  willingness  to 
erect  toll-gates  and  collect  toll  sufficient  to  keep 
the  road  in  repair.  But  it  has  been  decided  by 
the  President  that  the  Government  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  have  not  the  constitutional  power  to 
establish  gates  and  force  the  collection  of  toll 
on  said  road.  "What,  then,  is  to  be  done,  sir, 
but  to  adopt  the  course  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania — to  cede  the  road  to 
the  States  respectively  through  which  it  leads? 

But  gentlemen  object  to  this  course,  and  say 
it  woidd  be  placing  the  road  under  the  guardi- 
anship of  "  its  own  worst  enemies,"  who  would 
destroy  it,  or,  by  neglect,  would  leave  it  to  di- 
lapidate and  be  destroyed.  But  can  any  hon- 
orable gentleman  be  serious  in  making  this  as- 
sertion ?  Are  not  the  conditions  proposed  suf- 
ficiently guarded?  If  the  cession  be  made  and 
accepted  with  the  conditions  proposed,  the 
States  must  keep  ths  road  in  repair,  and  collect 
but  barely  toll  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  and 
must  annually  render  an  account  to  this  Gov- 
ernment. Where  then  is  the  danger  of  which 
some  gentlemen  have  such  fearful  apprehen- 
sions? If  the  conditions  should  not  be  complied 
with  in  good  faith,  by  the  States,  the  cession 
would  be  void,  and  the  road  remain  as  much 
under  the  control  of  Congress  as  it  now  is — 
and  this  Government  could  then,  if  they  please, 
continue  to  make  repairs,  the  same  as  they  can 
now.  Where  then,  I  would  ask,  are  the  diffi- 
culties that  gentlemen  would  throw  in  the 
way? 

But,  sir,  were  the  cession  of  the  road  to  be 
made  and  accepted  by  the  States,  without  any 
conditions,  can  any  honorable  gentleman  be 
serious  in  saying  that  the  road  would  be  in  dan- 
ger of  going  to  destruction  ?  WiU  any  gentle- 
man seriously  say,  that  either  of  the  enlighten- 
ed, patriotic,  and  magnanimous  States,  through 
which  the  road  leads,  should  they  receive  the 
guardianship  of  so  stupendous  and  magnificent 
a  work,  the  product  of  national  munificence, 
would  not  feel  a  pride  in  cherishing  and  pre- 
serving that  work,  rather  than  destroy  it,  or 
suffer  it  to  go  to  ruin?  No,  Mr.  Chairman, 
gentlemen  cannot  be  serious;  no  honorable 
gentleman  would  be  guilty  of  so  foul  a  slander. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  who  has 
spoken  with  so  much  vehemence  on  this  occa- 
sion, has,  I  apprehend,  suffered  his  zeal  to  carry 
him  too  far. 

And  now,  sir,  is  it  not  just  and  equitable,  as 
it  respects  other  sections  of  the  United  States, 
that  this  road,  which  has  been  built  by  the  na- 
tion, at  so  gi-eat  an  expense,  should  in  future 


maintain  itself?  The  people  who  inhabit  the 
cold  and  inhospitable  regions  of  the  North  la- 
bor under  as  great  inconveniences  with  re- 
spect to  roads,  as  the  people  of  the  West  possi- 
bly can. 

A  high  and  rugged  chain  of  mountains  ex- 
tends through  the  centre  almost  the  whole 
length  of  the  State  of  Vermont ;  across  which 
several  roads  have  been  made,  at  great  expense, 
by  the  enterprise  and  liberality  of  individuals ; 
for  travelling  on  whi^  the  citizens  are  obliged 
to  pay  toU ;  and  yet,  the  proprietors  of  those 
roads  do  not,  after  defraying  the  expense  of  re- 
pairs, receive  more  than  from  one  to  thi-ee  per 
cent,  on  the  sums  actually  expended  in  making 
the  roads. 

An  honorable  member,  now  in  my  eye,  my 
venerable  and  worthy  colleague,  from  his  own 
private  funds,  has  expended  more  than  forty 
thousand  dollars,  in  making  a  road  across  the 
Green  Mountains,  and  though  the  traveller 
pays  a  high  toll  for  passing  thereon,  for  nearly 
twenty  years  past  this  road  has  not  yielded  the 
proprietor  one  cent  more  than  sufficient  to 
make  the  necessary  repairs.  The  State  which 
I  in  part  have  the  honor  to  represent  is  an  in- 
land State,  remote  from  market.  The  farmers 
are  obliged  to  transport  their  produce  by  land,  at 
great  expense ;  and  go  which  way  they  will,  they 
meet  a  turnpike  gate,  and  are  subject  to  the  pay- 
ment of  tolls.  Now,  sir,  permit  me  to  appeal  to 
the  candor,  liberality,  justice,  and  good  sense  of 
gentlemen,  whether  it  be  just  and  equitable,  that 
the  good  people  of  Vermont,  since  the  Cum- 
berland road  has  been  made  at  so  great  expense 
by  the  National  Government,  should  be  annu- 
ally taxed  to  keep  it  in  repair?  To  keep  a 
free  road  ?  And  for  whom  ?  The  people  who 
possess  and  enjoy  the  luxuriant  and  fertile  re- 
gions of  the  West.  No,  sir,  it  cannot  be  just. 
The  little  State  of  Vermont,  which  during  the 
struggle  for  independence,  maintained  her 
ground,  and  single-handed  defended  herself, 
not  only  against  the  invasions  of  the  savage 
foe,  tories,  and  hostile  British  troops,  but  against 
the  encroachments  and  unjust  claims  of  the 
State  of  New  Tork,  is  far  from  being  rich. 
Yet,  her  citizens,  high-minded  and  patriotic, 
who,  by  persevering  industry  and  economy,  can 
barely  obtain  a  comfortable  support,  will  pa- 
tiently bear  their  just  proportion  of  public  bur- 
dens without  a  murmur.  But,  sir,  if  you  tax 
them  annually  to  keep  in  repair  the  Cumberland 
road,  they  will  feel  themselves  aggrieved,  and 
wiU  consider  it  unequal  and  unjust  ;  yet,  not- 
withstanding, with  respect  to  them,  1  will  not 
say,  as  was  said  by  an  honorable  gentleman  on 
a  former  occasion,  vrith  respect  to  his  consti- 
tuents at  the  South ;  but,  sir,  I  wiU  ask  leave  to 
amend  the  declaration  of  that  honorable  gentle- 
man, when  I  apply  it  to  my  constituents,  by 
striking  out  the  word  not.  The  patriotic  citi- 
zens of  Vermont,  sir,  though  they  should  feel 
themselves  aggrieved,  and  even  oppressed  by 
the  acts  of  Congress,  wiU  not  oppose  those  acts, 
by  resisting  the  constituted  authorities.  No,  sir, 
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but  to  use  the  declaration  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman, as  amended — "thejr  will  submit;  by 
heavens,  they  will  1 "  But,  sir,  I  wish  to  have 
it  expressly  understood,  that  they  are  not 
characters,  composed  of  "dough  faces,"  to  be 
first  frightened,  and  diverted  from  their  pur- 
poses by  empty  threats,  and  thereby  cheated  out 
of  their  just  rights.  If  the  amendment  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  be  adopted, 
I  shall  vote  for  the  appropriation  to  put  the 
road  in  repair,  hoping  and  trusting  that  here- 
after the  Cumberland  road,  of  which  we  have 
heard  so  much,  will  be  made  to  keep  itself  in 
repair,  or  be  repaired  by  the  State  authorities,  as 
are  roads  in  other  sections  of  this  country,  and 
thereby  relieve  the  National  Government  from 
any  further  trouble  or  expense.  And  I  do,  sir, 
most  conscientiously  believe  that,  if  the  preser- 
vation of  the  Cumberland  road  be  all  that  gen- 
tlemen, who  have  spoken  with  so  much  zeal 
on  the  subject,  want,  they  will,  one  and  all, 
vote  for  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania.  But  if  their  zeal  arises 
from  another  cause ;  if  they  wish  to  retain  the 
road  as  a  bone  of  contention,  whereby  National 
and  State  rights  may  constantly  be  brought  in 
collision,  then  they  will  vote  against  it.  Mr.  W. 
concluded  by  hoping  that  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment  might  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Dlinois,  next  delivered  his  views 
in  opposition  to  the  amendment  of  Mr  Bu- 
chanan. 

Mr.  Weight,  of  Maryland,  then  spoke  against 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Mr.  Keyes,  of  Vermont,  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  On  the  subject  of  the  Cum- 
berland road,  or,  more  properly  speaking,  the 
National  road,  now  under  consideration,  I  will 
not,  in  speaking  on  this  question,  occupy  more 
time  than  I  have  in  trying  to  get  the  floor  to 
speak.  Mr.  Chairman,  by  the  acts  and  laws  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  ships  are 
built,  fortifications  and  lighthouses  have  been 
erected.  Have  not  Congress  appropriated  money 
to  repair  those  ships,  fortifications,  and  light- 
houses, when  they  have  been  out  of  repair?  Or 
have  they  let  them  go  to  destruction?  No,  sir; 
they  have  made  the  necessary  repairs,  and  not 
suffered  them  to  go  to  ruin.  Well,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, by  the  acts  and  laws  of  Congress,  the 
Cumberland  road  has  been  constructed.  That 
road  is  now  out  of  repair.  It  has  cost  this  na- 
tion nearly  two  millions  of  dollars ;  and  we 
ought  not  to  let  it  go  to  ruin  for  the  want  of  a 
little  repairing.  Sir,  if  I  have  made  a  correct 
estimate,  it  has  cost  about  fourteen  thousand 
dollars  a  mile  ;  and,  if  the  money  was  well  laid 
out  in  making  this  road,  it  will  not  cost  much 
to  keep  it  in  repair,  after  the  first  repairs  are 
made,  if  well  made — future  repairs  will  cost  but 
a  trifle.  When  a  road  is  first  made,  through  a 
rough,  mountainous,  hilly  country,  and  steep 
side  hills  to  make  it  upon,  when  you  have  to 
cut  the  upper  side  of  the  road  deep,  next  to  the 
steep  hill  or  mountain,  the  mountain  or  hiU  will 


for  a  while  slip  down  into  the  upper  side  of  the 
road ;  and  the  dust  and  stones,  thus  tumbling 
into  the  road,  must  be  thrown  over  the  lower 
side;  and,  when  so  done,  it  will  widen  the 
road,  and  make  it  the  better.  Mr.  Chairman,  1 
ask,  what  motives  had  Congress  in  making  this 
road?  Was  it  to  accommodate  our  Western 
brethren^hom  we  love  so  well,  and  for  the  bene- 
fit of  our  Western  lands?  But,  sir,  admitting  Con- 
gress has  no  regard  for  our  Western  brethren, 
who  have  been  of  so  much  benefit  to  us  in  settling 
a  part  of  that  Western  country ;  still  we  ought 
to  consider  that  we  have  more  land  in  the  West 
than  we  can  number  into  acres.  Yes,  sir,  the 
United  States  have  more  than  four  hundred 
millions  of  acres,  and  how  much  more  I  cannot 
teU,  in  the  Western  country.  And,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  think  Congress  has  acted  very  wisely  in 
making  this  Cumberland  road,  leading  over  the 
hills  and  mountains  to  that  goodly  kud.  Sir, 
it  has  been  asked,  by  several  members  of  this 
House,  what  benefit  is  this  National  road  to 
Maine  and  Georgia?  Well,  sir,  I  will  ask,  is 
not  Maine  and  Geor^a  interested  in  the  land! 
Yes ;  and  all  the  other  States  of  this  Union  are 
also  equally  interested  in  this  National  road, 
leading  to  those  lands.  But,  sir,  a  gentleman, 
who  spoke  yesterday,  when  this  question  was 
under  consideration,  said  something  about  heap- 
ing up  coals  of  fire.  I  did  not  know  the  man's 
name,  nor  do  I  know  where  he  belongs ;  but  I 
know  he  is  a  member  of  the  House,  for  I  recol- 
lect his  face  well  enough.  Well,  sir,  what  did 
he  mean  by  heaping  up  coals  of  fire  ?  Sir,  if  he 
will  keep  his  heap  of  coals,  and  have  them  ready 
to  burn  the  timber  which  may  be  prepared  to 
build  the  contemplated  gates,  I  will  go  with 
him,  and  help  to  kindle  the  flre.  Sir,  I  think 
toll-gates  are  a  curse  to  their  owners,  and  to 
their  customers  also ;  for  the  owners  of  turn- 
pike roads  do  not  generally  get  enough  toll  to 
keep  their  roads  in  repair ;  and  the  traveller, 
when  he  comes  to  the  gate,  must  make  the 
change ;  but,  if  he  cannot,  then  he  must  go  back 
to  the  city  or  town,  to  get  his  money  changed, 
before  he  ie  permitted  to  pass  the  gate.  Sir, 
this  road  is  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  in 
length ;  and,  if  you  set  up  a  gate  for  every  ten 
miles,  you  will  have  thirteen  gates :  you  must 
also  build  toll-houses  near  each  gate ;  and  yon 
must  provide  for  each  gate  a  toll-gatherer,  oir 
money-catcher — call  him  wh^t  you  please.  And, 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  ask,  what  will  all  this  cost! 
Sir,  it  will  cost  ten  or  fifteen  thousand  dollars, 
at  least,  for  the  first  year,  or  more ;  for  you 
will  give  your  toll-gatherers  from  five  hundred 
to  one  thousand  dollars  each  a  year,  or  perhaps 
much  more,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  in  favor  of 
appropriating  money  sufficient  to  make  the  first 
repairs.  But,  sir,  I  am  opposed  to  giving  this  road 
to  the  States  of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and 
Virginia,  or  any  other  State  or  States,  for  them 
to  erect  gates  and  take  toll.  Sir,  if  this  road,  is 
ceded  to  the  aforesaid  States,  it  is  uncertain 
whether  they  will  take  it  or  not.  And,  further, 
if  once  ceded  away,  it  never  again  will  be  a  free 
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road;  or,  if  ever,  not  short  of  one  hundred 
years.  Sir,  if  you  take  this  mode  of  getting  rid 
of  the  National  road,  you  -will  adopt  a  sure  way 
to  lessen  the  value  of  your  Western  lands,  and 
incense  your  Western  brethren.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  have  no  doubt  but  people  will  soon  settle 
on  this  road,  and  be  sufficient  to  keep  it  in  good 
repair  with  their  common  highway  taxes,  and 
not  be  burdened  with  higher  taxes  than  other 
people  are  on  other  roads— -for  people  always 
like  to  settle  on  good  roads.  Sir,  I  wish  a  good, 
thorough  superintendent  may  be  appointed — a 
man  that  will  work  himself,  and  be  alway-s 
present  with  the  men ;  and  the  laborers  should 
be  hired  for  the  term  of  six  months ;  the  money 
from  Government  being  sure,  the  men,  thus 
hired,  ought  to  repair  this  road  with  good 
economy.  And,  in  my  opinion,  by  adopting 
this  mode,  it  would  not  cost  the  United  States 
half  the  money  to  repair  this  road  as  it  would 
by  letting  it  out  in  jobs.  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is 
true,  as  my  colleague  has  stated,  I  have  spent 
large  sums  of  money  in  making  roads.  In  that 
part  of  the  country  where  I  live  when  I  am  at 
home,  when  I  first  went  into  it,  when  we  had 
to  travel  the  roads,  with  a  cart  or  wagon  loaded 
with  six  or  eight  hundredweight,  we  had  to 
employ  half  a  dozen  men,  to  hang  on  one  side 
or  the  other,  to  keep  the  cart  from  turning 
over ;  but,  since  we  have  constructed  our  turn- 
pike roads,  one  man  can  drive  his  team  with  a 
load  of  two  or  three  tons  on  his  wagon.  And, 
sir,  although  these  roads  give  no  dividends  to 
their  owners  or  proprietors,  yet  the  money  ex- 
pended in  making  them  is  not  wholly  lost ;  for 
the  farms  and  wild  lands  which  they  go  through, 
or  lead  to,  are  worth  double  as  much  as  they  ever 
would  have  been  without  having  these  roads 
made  to  travel  upon.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  know 
not  how  other  gentlemen  feel  about  giving 
away  this  road;  but,  sir,  if  I  should,  by  my 
vote,  give  away  two  millions  of  the  United  States 
property,  I  should  not  dare  to  return  home. 
Sir,  I  hope  I  have  made  myself  intelligible  to 
Congress ;  and,  if  I  have,  I  presume  they  will 
go  with  me  in  appropriating  a  sum  sufficient  at 
once  to  repair  the  National  road.  Sir,  I  find 
some  gentlemen,  who  are  in  favor  of  repairing 
the  road,  seem  rather  inclined  to  vote  to  ap- 
propriate the  money  in  the  bill  which  came 
from  the  Senate.  But,  sir,  since  we  have  the 
matter  now  before  us,  I  think  it  would  be  a 
saving  of  time  to  decide  upon  it  at  this  time. 
Sir,  this  road  is  the  property  of  the  nation,  and 
I  think  it  the  duty  of  Congress  to  take  care 
of  it. 

When  Mr.  K.  sat  down  the  committee  rose, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 

Sattjedat,  February  15. 

Convention  with  Great  Britain  for  the  Joint 
Occupation  of  the  ColumMa. 

A  Message  received  yesterday  from  the  Peesi- 
DBNT  OF  THE  Ukitbd  Siate3  was  read,  and  is 
as  follows : 


To  the  Souse  of  Jiepresentaiives  of  the  United  States  : 
In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives,  of  the  22d  January  last,  requesting 
the  commtmioationto  the  House  of  all  the  correspond- 
ence between  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  relating  to  the  negotiation  of  the 
convention  of  the  20th  October,  1818,  which  may  not 
b©  inconsistent  with  the  public  interest, — I  transmit 
herewith  to  the  House  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  together  with  the  papers  requested  by  the  reso- 
lution of  the  House.  JAMES  MONROE. 
Washihqton,  Feiruaiy^S,  1823. 

The  Message,  report,  and  documents,  were 
laid  on  the  table. 

Tlie  Speaxee  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  so  much 
of  the  memorial  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Alabama  as  relates  to  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands  in  the  ooimties  of  Jackson  and 
Decatur,  in  that  State,  referred,  to  him  on  the 
3d  instant;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting 
a  statement  of  the  expenditures  at  the  national 
armories,  and  of  the  arms  made  and  repaired 
therein,  during  the  year  1822 ;  rendered  in  obe- 
dience to  an  act,  passed  on  the  2d  of  AprU,  1794 ; 
which  letter  and  statement  were  laid  on  ttie 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tattnali,,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  propriety  of  continuing  the  pension  hereto- 
fore allowed  to  the  widow  of  the  late  Lieuten- 
ant Elbert,  of  the  United  States  Navy. 

Monday,  February  17. 
Apportionment  of  Midshipmen. 

Mr.  Ftjllee,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
propriety  of  ordering  a  more  equal  selection  of 
midshipmen  for  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
made  a  report  thereon,  adverse  to  the  objects 
contemplated  in  the  inquiry ;  which  report  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The  re- 
port is  as  follows : 

By  the  second  section  of  the  second  article  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  President  is 
vested  with  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  to  nominate  and  appoint  all  offi- 
cers, whose  appointment  is  not  otherwise  provided  for 
by  the  constitution ;  thus  giving  him  the  exercise  of 
his  discretion,  without  any  limitation  as  to  place  of 
birth  or  residence,  in  such  appointments.  This  lati- 
tude in  selecting  persons  of  suitable  character  and 
qualifications,  must  have  been  deemed  indispensable, 
to  enable  the  Executive  power  to  fulfil  the  Mgh  trust 
of  providing  for  the  "  faithful  execution  "  of  the  laws, 
and  at  the  same  time  involves  a  responsibihty  which 
would  h^ve  been  considerably  diminished  by  such  a 
restriction  as  is  suggested  by  the  resolution.  In  ap- 
pointing officers  in  the  civil  department,  for  the  per- 
formance of  duties  which  are  local  in  their  nature,  the 
committee  beheve  that  a  regard  to  the  circumstance  of 
residence,  and  of  the  poUtical  and  individual  relations 
of  the  persons  selected,  must  frequently  be  among  the 
considerations  most  important  to  a  just  decision.    Nor 
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is  there  any  reason  to  doubt,  that  a  due  regard  to  this 
consideration,  in  accordance  with  local  predilections, 
and  the  spirit  and  genius  of  a  free  people,  has  guided 
the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  as  far,  hitherto, 
as  the  public  good  requires. 

In  the  Army  and  the  Navy,  less  scope  is  afforded  to 
the  Executive,  in  filling  the  higher  grades  of  service, 
as  long  established  usage  limits  the  selection  of  suifr- 
able  persons  to  an  inconsiderable  number,  whose  edu- 
cation and  probationary  character  are  deemed  to  ren- 
der them  the  only  subjects  of  such  selection.  It  is 
only  in  the  appointments  to  the  lower  grades,  from 
which,  at  a  future  day,  the  highest  ranks  of  the  mili- 
taiy  and  naval  corps  are  to  be  filled,  that  the  utmost 
latitude  is  afforded  to  the  President,  for  consulting  the 
future  interest  of  the  country,  by  enrolling  in  her  de- 
fence an  adequate  number  of  brave,  intelligent,  patri- 
otic, and  virtuous  officers ;  and  the  comnaittee  are  of 
opinion,  that  any  restriction,  by  law,  even  if  permitted 
by  the  constitution,  would  be  highly  pernicious  in  its 
operation,  and  might  often  result  in  the  appointment 
of  persons  incompetent  and  unsuitable. 

In  regard  to  the  appointment  of  midshipmen,  the 
particular  subject  of  the  present  inquiry,  it  appears,  by 
the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  Department, 
accompanying  this  report,  that  a  disposition  suffi- 
ciently favorable  to  a  general  and  fair  participation  of 
naval  preferment  has  constantly  pervaded  that  Depart- 
ment,andhasbeenno  otherwise  counteracted  than  was 
unavoidable,  from  circumstances  beyond  its  control. 

The  committee  fully  concur  in  the  propriety  and 
policy  of  enrolling  in  the  naval  service  the  meritorious 
young  men  of  the  interior  States,  whenevei  they  mani- 
fest a  solicitude  to  enter  it ;  and  they  are  persuaded 
that  such  a  disposition  on  their  part  has  always  been 
encouraged,  and  will  continue  to  be  so,  as  far  as  a  due 
regard  to  the  constitutional  discretion  and  responsi- 
bility of  the  Executive  will  permit.  They,  therefore, 
recommend  the  following  resolution : 

Jtemlved,  That  any  provision,  by  law,  restraining 
the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  in  the  selection  of 
midshipmen,  is  inexpedient. 

Navy  DEPARTjtENT,  Jan.  26,  1823. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  the  inquiry,  in  your  letter  of  the 
21st  instant,  whether  any  general  rules  are  adopted  in 
the  Department,  by  which  the  selection  of  midshipmen 
is  made,  particularly  as  relates  to  their  residence,  I 
have  the  honor  to  state,  that  the  general  rule,  by  which 
I  have  been  governed  in  this  respect,  is,  to  apportion 
them  among  Sie  several  States,  according  to  the  ratio 
of  representation  in  Congress,  when  the  applicants 
were  unexceptionable  as  to  character  and  qualifica- 
tions for  the  service.  The  disproportion,  however, 
was  so  great,  that  I  have  not,  as  yet,  been  able  to 
bring  about  an  apportionment  among  the  several 
States,  according  to  the  rule  alluded  to.  But  as,  in 
all  new  appointments,  due  regard  is  had  to  the  princi- 
ple, the  object  will,  before  long,  be  effected.  Whether 
it  would  be  expedient  to  adopt,  by  law,  this  rule,  leav- 
ing no  discretion  on  the  subject  to  tile  Department, 
may  well  be  questioned.  Although  the  applicants,  in 
the  aggregate,  are  very  numerous,  yet  there  are  some 
States  from  which  there  are  but  few ;  and  if  the  De- 
partment should  be  bound  by  law  to  conform,  in  all 
cases,  to  this  rule,  the  selection  might  not  always  be 
of  tlie  most  deserving  and  best  qusSfied. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

SMITH  THOMPSON. 

Hon.  Timothy  FnLLEB, 
Chairman  Naval  Committee. 


Thtjesdat,  February  20. 
Virginia  Military  Land  WanranU. 

The  Coininittee  of  the  whole  House  to  whici 
is  committed  the  bill  extending  the  time  for  lo- 
cating Virginia  military  land  warrants,  and  re- 
turning surveys  thereon  to  the  General  Land 
Office ;  as,  also,  the  bill  extending  the  time  for 
issuing  and  locating  military  land  warrants  to 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  army, 
were  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  said  bills. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the 
bill  extending  the  time  for  locating  Virginia 
military  land  warrants,  and  returning  surveys 
thereon  to  the  General  Land  Office. 

A  debate  arose,  of  considerable  length  and 
animation ;  in  the  course  of  which,  the  princi- 
pie  of  the  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Vance  of 
Ohio,  and  Mr.  Ross  of  Ohio ;  and  supported  by 
Messrs.  Stevenson,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  MoOot, 
Rakkin,  Meboee,  and  Haedin. 

Mr.  Sloane  then  moved  to  add  the  following; 
by  way  of  amendment,  to  the  bill : 

"  Sec.  3.  "  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  holder 
of  any  warrant  which  has  been  located  and  surveyed, 
shall  be  permitted  to  remove  the  same,  and  again  lo- 
cate it  on  any  other  tract,  except  in  cases  of  eviction, 
or  unless  it  be  found  to  interfere  with  a  prior  loc^ 
tion." 

After  some  debate  on  this  amendment,  in 
which  Messrs.  McOot,  Weigiit,  "Walkee,  Em, 
and  OooK,  engaged,  it  was  negatived  by  a  con- 
siderable majority. 

The  bill  was  then  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Campbell,  so  as  to  extend  its  operation  to  four 
years  for  locating,  and  six  years  for  returning 
surveys. 

The  debate  was  then  resumed  by  Mr.  Vauci, 
who  zealously  opposed  the  biU,  which  Mr. 
Haedin  again  defended. 

Mr.  Ross  then  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

"  Provided,  That  no  warrant  shall  hereaflter  be  lo- 
cated by  virtue  of  this  or  any  other  law,  on  any 
lands  heretofore  sold  by  the  United  States,  to  any  in- 
dividual or  individuals." 

Messrs.  Haedin,  Rankin,  and  Campbeil  of 
Ohio,  opposed  the  amendment;  and  Messrs. 
Ross  and  Cook  supported  it ;  when 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Walwoeth,  who  was  in  favor  of  this 
bill,  yet  thought  that  justice  required  that  the 
pledges  of  the  Government  in  favor  of  one  class 
of  persons  during  the  Revolutionary  war  should 
not  be  less  binding  than  to  another.  Under 
this  impression,  he  moved  to  add  a  new  section 
to  the  biU,  for  reviving,  for  the  term  of  four 
years,  the  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  Canadian 
refugees  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Ste- 
venson and  Rhea,  as  unconnected  with  the 
principles  of  the  bill ;  and 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  OooKB  then  proposed  to  amend  the  bill 
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by  a  proviso  literally  the  same  as  that  offered 
by  Mr.  Ross,  with  permission  to  those  locating 
land  warrants  to  make  them  on  any  land  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  country  so  reserved,  un- 
occupied by  previous  location. 

Messrs.  Rankin,  Rhea,  Aeohbe,  and  Meboer, 
opposed  tliis  amendment;  and  Messrs.  Oooke, 
Teact,  "Walwokth,  and  Nelson  of  Maryland, 
supported  it. 

One  or  two  verbal  amendments  were  made 
to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Oookb  ; 

When  the  question  was  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  then  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table,  he  being  unwilling  to  vote  for 
the  bill  with  this  proviso  attached  to  it. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  Randolph  required  the 
yeas  and  nays ;  but  a  sufficient  number  not 
rising  to  sustain  the  call — 

Mr.  Campbell  withdi-ew  his  motion  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table ;  and 

Mr.  Cook  then  moved  to  recommit  it  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Pablic  Lands. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to — ayes  75. 


Feidat,  February  21. 
Revolutionary  Land  Warrants. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  extending  the  time  for  issuing  and  locating 
military  land  warrants  to  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  Revolutionary  army ;  when — 

Mr.  Ross  moved  to  subjoin  thereto  the  fol- 
lowing section : 

"  Sec.  2.  Aiid  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  at  the 
expiration  of  the  time  limited  by  this  act  for  the  lo- 
cation of  the  military  land  warrants  afoixsaid,  it  shall 
he  the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Ofl5oe  to  transmit  to  the  Surveyor  General  a  list  of 
all  the  lots  of  land  within  the  fifty  quarter  townships 
which  shall  at  that  time  remain  unlocated.  And  the 
Surveyor  General  shall  prepare  and  transmit  to  the 
registers  of  the  land  office  at  Chillicothe  and  Zanes- 
ville,  respectively,  general  plats  of  the  aforesaid  unlo- 
cated lots ;  which  lots  shall,  after  the  4th  day  of  June, 
1825,  be  offered  for  sale  at  the  land  offices  in  the  dis- 
tricts in  which  they  are  situated,  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions,  in  every 
respect,  as  other  public  lands  are  offered  at  private 
sale  in  the  same  districts." 

Mr.  Ross  offered  some  remarks  in  explanation 
and  support  of  his  amendment,  and  was  opposed 
by  Mr.  Rajtkin  and  Mr.  MoOot. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment, 
it  was  negatived ;  andtiie  bill  was  then  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Tuesday,  February  25. 
Election  of  Printer. 
Mr.  AxLBN,  of  Massachusetts,  pursuant  to  the 
notice  he  yesterday  gave,  that  the  House  this 
day  proceed  to  ballot  for  a  Printer,  to  execute 
the  printing  for  the  next  Congress,  now  made  a 
motion  to  go  into  the  election  of  the  said 
Printer. 


Mr.  MoLane  moved  to  postpone  the  election 
of  Printer  until  Saturday  next. 

Mr.  MooEE  of  Alabama,  Mr.  Satjndbhs,  and 
Mr.  Weioht,  were  against  so  long  a  postpone- 
ment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  of  now  proceeding  to 
ballot  for  a  Printer ;  and  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 
After  the  nomination  of  candidates — 
The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  balloting, 
and,  upon  counting  fhe  votes  by  the  teUera, 
Messrs.  Oockb  and  Mallaet,  it  appeared  that 
the  whole  number  of  votes  was  155,  of  whidh 
79  were  necessary  to  a  choice. 
For  Gales  &  Seaton  -  -     102 

Andrew  Way,  junior  -  43 

Other  persons    -         -  -  10 

Gales  <fc  Seaton  were  then  declared  duly 
elected  Printers  to  the  next  Congress. 

Fortifications — Internal  Improvements. 

Mr.  Stewart  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

"  For  enabling  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  employ  a  competent  number  of  MUitaiy  or  Topo- 
graphical Engineers  to  ascertain  the  practicability 
and  probable  expense  of  uniting  the  waters  of  tho 
Potomac  and  Ohio  by  a  canal,  the  sum  of  three 
thousand  dollars." 

The  amendment  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Stewaet  said  he  regretted  that  it  had 
become  necessary  to  bring  this  subject  before 
the  House,  by  way  of  amendment  to  a  bill  pro- 
viding for  other,  and,  in  his  opinion,  less  import- 
ant objects.  He  had  hoped,  he  said,  that  the 
Committee  on  Roads'  and  Canals,  to  whom 
many  petitions  upon  this  subject  had  been  re- 
ferred dm'ing  the  session,  would  have  made  a 
special  report  in  its  favor ;  but,  he  was  sorry  to 
say,  that  a  majority  of  that  committee,  doubting 
the  constitutionality  or  expediency  of  the  meas- 
ure, had  not  thought  proper  to  act  upon  it  at 
aU.  There  remained,  therefore,  he  said,  no  way 
left  by  which  the  wishes  of  the  petitioners  (and 
most  of  them  were  his  constituents)  could  be 
gratified,  but  his  offering  the  amendment  he 
had  proposed. 

The  union  of  the  great  rivers  of  the  East  and 
the  West,  opening  an  inland  navigation  of  near 
three  thousand  mUes,  through  the  heart  and 
centre  of  this  immense  Republic,  and  binding  it 
together  by  the  strongest  ties — ^the  ties  of  inter- 
est and  intercourse — was,  in  every  point  of 
view,  a  national  object  of  the  first  magnitude; 
an  object  which  could  not  fail  at  any  time  to 
command  the  favorable  attention  of  the  House ; 
but,  at  this'  moment,  he  said,  it  was  peculiarly 
interesting.  Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  this  great  subject 
forty  years  ago  occupied  the  anxious  attention 
of  the  wisest  and  best  man  that  this  or  any 
other  country  had  ever  produced — ^he  would 
name  but  Washington,  its  zealous  advocate — 
the  advocate  of  every  thing  promotive  of  the 
good  and  the  glory  of  his  country.  The  subject, 
he  said,  had  been  recently  revived,  and  now 
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ocoTipied  the  attention  of  several  of  the  greatest 
States  in  the  Union.  But  a  few  days  since  a 
bin,  he  said,  had  been  passed  by  the  Legislature 
of  Virginia,  incorporating  a  company,  with  a 
capital  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  this  canal  from  tide  water,  at  this 
city,  to  Cumberland,  two-thirds  of  the  whole 
distance  to  Pittsburg.  This  was  an  act  of  liberal 
and  enlightened  policy,  worthy  of  that  great 
State.  In  the  Maryland  Legislature,  though 
there  was  evidently  a  majority  in  favor  of  this 
measure,  yet  its  friends  had  consented  to  its 
postponement,  with  a  view  to  bring  it  forward 
under  more  favorable  auspices  at  the  next  ses- 
sion. In  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  it  ap- 
peared, from  a  letter  he  had  just  received,  a 
committee,  raised  upon  this  subject,  had  reported 
decidedly  m  its  favor ;  and  he  hoped  the  great 
and  growing  States  of  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  so 
deeply  interested,  (where  he  understood  this 
subject  was  now  agitated,)  would  be  found  wUl- 
jng  to  afford  a  prompt  and  hearty  co-operation. 
And  shall  we  sit  here,  the  quiet,  passive,  and 
indifferent  spectators  of  these  great  efforts  to 
accomplish  an  object  so  vitally  interesting  to 
the  union  and  prosperity  of  this  nation  ?  He 
hoped  not.  He  hoped  this  proposition  would 
be  adopted ;  it  would  at  least  afford  countenance 
and  encouragement;  it  would  stimulate  and 
strengthen  the  efforts  of  its  friends  in  the  States ; 
it  was  due  to  them — ^it  was  due  to  the  country. 
Sir,  I  am  told  by  a  gentleman  near  me,  said 
Mr.  S.,  that  this  is  not  a  proper  bill  in  which  to 
introduce  this  amendment.  I  beg  leave,  sir,  to 
differ  with  the  gentleman.  "What  is  the  object 
of  this  bin?  It  is  to  provide  for  the  defence  of 
the  country,  and  especially  for  the  defence  of 
this  city,  by  the  erection  of  forts  and  fortifica- 
tions. You  have  just,  said  he,  voted  $46,000, 
to  be  expended,  during  the  next  season,  on  a 
fort  near  the  confines  of  this  District  of  ten 
miles  square  a  few  miles  below  Alexandria. 
Sir,  I  ask,  which  will  afford  the  most  effectual 
defence  to  this  city,  the  erection  of  this  fort,  or 
the  opening  of  this  canal  ?  The  canal,  continued 
Mr.  S.,  wUl  make  this  one  of  the  greatest  com- 
mercial cities  in  the  Union.  A  water  commu- 
nication is  opened  into  the  interior,  which  must 
throw  into  this  city  aU  the  rich,  varied,  and 
abundant  productions  of  the  agricultural  and 
manufacturing  industry  of  the  West ;  and  here 
they  wUl  purchase  most  of  the  immense  quan- 
tities of  goods  required  for  the  supply  of  those 
great  and  growing  States.  Thus,  sir,  you  in- 
crease the  population,  yon  increase  the  wealth, 
the  strength,  the  resources  of  this  city;  and 
this,  sir,  give  me  leave  to  say,  is  the  best  way 
to  defend  it — by  increasing  its  men,  its  bone,  its 
muscle,  by  adding  to  the  number  of  balls  and 
bayonets  to  encounter  the  enemy  on  its  approach. 
But,  sir,  of  what  avail  will  be  your  forts  and 
fortifications,  some  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  dis- 
tant ?  The  enemy  will  avoid  your  forts,  and 
attack  and  burn  your  city,  as  they  did  during 
the  late  war,  and  return  unmolested.  Sir,  had 
Washqtgton  lived  to  carry  into  effect   this 


splendid  purpose,  this  Capitol  never  would  have 
been  violated  and  profaned  by  a  hostile  foot, 
nor  our  public  edifices  consumed  by  a  Vandal 
foe. 

But,  sir,  this  very  communication  is  pointed 
out  and  recommended,  by  the  present  Secretary 
of  War,  as  connected  with  the  military  defence  of 
the  country,  in  his  very  able  and  luminous  report, 
made  some  time  since,  on  the  subject  of  "mili- 
tary  roads  and  canals."  And  i^  sir,  it  has  been 
shown  that  this  measure  is  better  calculated  to 
secure  the  defence  of  this  city,  in  time  of  war, 
than  the  forts  provided  for  at  an  expense  of 
millions,  how  is  it  in  time  of  peace  ?  Your  forts 
are  a  constant  burden  of  expense — ^the  other  is 
a  source  of  unceasing  profit  and  advantage.  To 
support  the  one,  you  must  keep  a  standing  army 
in  time  of  peace;  the  other,  while  it  affords 
every  facility,  in  peace  and  in  war,  to  trade  and 
intercourse,  uniting  and  bringing  more  nearly 
together  distant  parts  of  onr  coimtry,  giving  in- 
terest and  activity  to  new  sources  of  wealth, 
wUl  yield  you,  perhaps,  twelve  or  fifteen  per 
cent,  on  the  stock  invested.  The  one  is  effected 
at  the  joint  expense  of  this  Government,  and 
States,  and  individuals  interested;  the  other 
exclusively  out  of  the  public  purse.  For  these 
reasons,  I  say,  the  gentleman  is  mistaken,  when 
he  supposes  this  amendment  has  no  comiection 
with  the  bill  under  consideration. 

In  another  point  of  view,  the  nation,  said  Mr. 
S.,  has  a  deep  interest  in  the  growth  and  pros- 
perity of  this  city.  Sir,  this  Government  owns 
five  thousand  lots.  These  lots,  I  discover,  are 
estimated  at  two  millions  of  dollars.  By  this 
measure,  they  will  be  enhanced  more  than  five- 
fold in  value.  They  would  at  once  become  an 
object  of  speculation  to  the  capitalist.  Without 
this  canal,  this  city  and  your  public  property 
must  decline  together.  The  avenues  now  open 
to  the  public  Treasury  must  soon  be  closed ;  and 
the  immense  expenditure  of  money,  in  building 
and  rebuilding  the  Capitol,  the  public  oflBces, 
&o.,  must  soon  cease ;  and  the  crowd  of  popu- 
lation which  has  thus  been  fed  upon  the  offal 
of  the  public  Treasury  must  depart  and  seek  em- 
ployment elsewhere,  leaving  the  capital  of  this 
proud  Kepnblic,  the  wonder  and  admiration  of 
the  world,  a  melancholy  scene  of  desolation  and 
decline. 

The  perfect  practicability  of  uniting  the 
waters  of  the  Potomac  and  the  Ohio  seems  to 
be  no  longer  doubtful.  On  ibis  subject  there 
exists  but  one  opinion  among  the  many  skUfnl 
and  experienced  engineers  who  have  examined 
the  head  waters  of  these  streams.  They  are 
found  to  approach  within  two  miles,  at  a  point 
where  the  water  in  each  is  abundantly  sufficient 
to  turn  mills  in  the  dryest  seasons,  or  supply 
canals  to  any  extent.  [Mr.  S.  here  referred  to 
the  report  of  the  Virginia  and  Maryland  Com- 
missioners, laid  upon  the  table  a  few  days  since.] 
This  report,  made,  said  Mr.  S.,  by  gentlemen  of 
the  highest  respectability,  possessing  much 
practical  skill,  not  only  establishes  the  practica- 
bility of  uniting  these  streams,  but  it  shows,  by 
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a  minute  calculation,  that  the  whole  sum  re- 
quired to  complete  this  canal  to  Cumberland, 
two-thirds  of  the  whole  distance  to  Pittsburg, 
would  be  $1,578,954,  not  one-fourth  part  of  the 
sum  required  to  complete  the  New  York  canal ; 
this  splendid  work,  once  denounced  as  chimeri- 
cal and  absurd,  is  now  the  object  of  universal 
admiration  and  applause.  But  is  it,  in  any 
point  of  view,  as  important  as  the  canal  now 
proposed?  Compare  them.  The  New  York 
canal  passes  through  a  single  State,  and  termi- 
nates on  our  Northern  frontier.  The  Ohio  and 
Potomac  canal  will  pass  through  the  heart  and 
centre  of  this  Eepublio,  opening  a  water  com- 
munication from  the  Seat  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment to  the  city  of  New  Orleans ;  affording 
its  advantages  to  all  the  intermediate  States, 
wafting  the  immense  and  various  productions 
of  the  interior  through  this  city  to  their  appro- 
priate markets,  at  one-twentieth  part  of  the 
present  cost  of  transportation  by  land.  Besides, 
this  canal  enjoys  the  advantages  of  the  coal 
trade,  which  nature  has  denied  to  the  other, 
and  being  in  a  milder  climate  wiU  remain  several 
months  longer  xmobstruoted  by  ice. 

But  this  report,  continued  Mr.  S.,  establishes 
two  other  propositions,  to  which  he  begged 
leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House.  The 
first,  though  not  new,  he  said,  was  important ; 
it  was,  that  the  difference  in  the  cost  of  trans- 
portation by  canals  and  by  land  was  as  twenty 
to  one ;  that  is,  that  the  cost  of  carriage  on  ca- 
nals was  one-twentieth  part  only  of  the  cost 
upon  roads.  This  was,  he  believed,  a  common 
result  to  which  aU  writers  on  the  subject  had 
come,  and  which  was  confirmed  by  the  use  of 
canals  wherever  adopted;  from  this,  it  evi- 
dently followed  that  the  opening  of  this  canal 
would  place  the  seat,  of  the  National  Govern- 
ment, for  all  the  purposes  of  trade  and  of  inter- 
course, within  fifteen  and  a  half  miles  of  Pitts- 
burg. The  whole  distance  by  water  would  be 
three  hundred  and  ten  miles;  divide  this  by 
twenty,  gives  fifteen  and  a  half  by  land.  It  has 
been  ascertained,  said  he,  that  the  sum  paid  in 
Pittsburg  alone,  in  one  year,  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  goods  for  the  supply  of  Ohio,  Kentucky, 
&c.,  had  amounted  to  $1,500,000 ;  divide  this 
by  twenty,  and  it  will  be  reduced  by  the  canal 
to  $75,000,  saving  the  West  from  an  annual 
taxation  of  $1,425,000.  For  the  cost  of  trans- 
portation was,  he  said,  paid  by  the  consumer  of 
the  goods,  in  the  same  way  that  he  paid  the 
duty  that  enriched  the  public  Treasury,  But 
Pittsburg  was  not  the  only  place  of  deposit. 
Mr.  S.  here  read  from  a  letter  which  he  had 
lately  received  from  a  respectable  merchant  in 
Wheeling,  who  stated  that  he  received  on  an 
average  $3,000,000  worth  of  goods  per  annum, 
at  his  store,  transported  on  the  Cumberland 
road,  for  the  carriage  of  which  he  paid  about 
$120,000 ;  by  the  canal,  this  sum  would  be  re- 
duced (according  to  the  principle  of  the  report 
to  which  he  referred)  to  $6,000.  But  an  equal 
saving  would  be  effected  on  the  transportation 
of  the  agricultural,  and  other  products  of  the 
Vol.  Vn.— 29 


interior,  to  the  Eastern  markets.  He  would 
mention,  he  said,  a  single  fact,  which  might  il- 
lustrate the  importance  of  this  object:  from  the 
returns  of  the  marshals,  in  1810,  it  appeared 
that  there  had  been  manufactured  in  the  west- 
ern counties  of  Pennsylvania  alone,  in  that 
year,  417,181  barrels  of  flour  and  whiskey. 
These  articles  were  now  carried  principally 
over  the  mountains,  in  wagons,  at  an  expense 
of  about  three  dollars  per  barrel,  which  by  the 
canal  would  be  reduced  to  fifteen  cents  per  bar- 
rel. The  glass  manufeotured  in  his  neighbor- 
hood, he  said,  was  transported  to  Baltimore  by 
land,  at  an  expense  of  near  one-fourth  of  the 
price  received ;  (a  higher  duty  than  was  paid 
by  the  foreign  article ;)  on  this  canal,  instead 
of  one  dollar  per  box,  they  would  pay  five 
cents.  These  were  a  few  instances  selected  to 
illustrate  the  advantages  of  this  work ;  and  the 
results,  he  repeated,  were  inevitable,  if  the 
principle  laid  down  in  the  report  was  correct ; 
and  it  was  confirmed  by  universal  experience, 
and  by  all  writers  on  the  subject  with  which  he 
had  become  acquainted.  And  here,  he  said,  he 
would  appeal  to  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  en- 
couragement of  domestic  manufactures,  and  he 
would  ask  them  whether,  whUe  they  withheld 
from  the  interior  and  the  West  the  benefits  of 
domestic  manufactures,  which  were  the  only 
markets  for  the  consumption  of  their  heavy 
agricultural  products,  they  would  also  withhold 
every  facility  for  carrying  them  to  an  Eastern 
market,  by  which  the  price  would  be  reduced 
to  the  purchaser,  and  increased  to  the  seller? 
He  hoped  such  injustice  as  this  would  find  no 
advocate  on  that  floor. 

'  The  other  position  established  by  the  com- 
missioners in  their  report,  to  which  he  referred, 
was  this — ^that  a  moderate  toU  upon  this  canal 
could  not  fail  to  yield  a  revenue  of  at  least  fif- 
teen per  cent,  on  the  stock  invested.  And  this 
was  supported  and  confirmed  by  another  able 
writer  on  this  subject,  late  a  Senator  in  Con- 
gress, who  showed  that  a  much  larger  amount 
would  be  received  from  the  profits  of  the  coal 
trade  alone,  independent  of  the  toUs  on  the 
lumber,  lime,  goods,  and  the  various  produc- 
tions of  the  interior.  And  this  would,  perhaps, 
not  be  considered  extravagant,  when  we  recol- 
lect that  in  England  some  of  the  canals  em- 
ployed exclusively  in  the  transportation  of  coal 
yield  a  revenue  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  per 
cent,  per  annum,  and  the  shares  of  stock  had 
increased  in  value  from  one  hundred  to  three 
thousand  five  hundred  pounds  each.  He  re- 
ferred, he  said,  to  the  Loughborough  canal, 
which  overcome  a  fall  of  more  than  twenty- 
eight  feet  per  mile,  while  an  average  of  less 
than  eleven  feet  would  overcome  the  fall  from 
this  city  to  the  summit  level  of  the  Alleghany 
mountain.  The  whole  fall  from  the  top  of  the 
mountain  to  tide-water  was  two  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fourteen  feet.  He  had  in  his  hand, 
he  said,  a  statement  of  the  value  of  the  stocks 
and  the  toUs  collected  on  thirty  canals  in  Eng- 
land, taken  from  a  London  Magazine  of  1812, 
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from  which  it  appeared  that  these  stocks,  upon 
an  average,  had  increased  in  value  six  hundred 
per  cent.,  and  yielded  an  average  profit  of  thirty 
per  cent,  per  annum ;  from  which  he  was  in- 
duced to  believe  that  the  commissioners  were 
not  extravagant  in  saying  that  the  proposed 
canal  would  yield  fifteen  per  cent. ;  and  the 
more«especially  when  it  is  considered  that  the 
proposed  canal  would  he  little  more  than  three 
hundred  miles  in  length.  Yet  it  will  promote 
our  inland  navigation  of  near  three  thousand, 
and  of  course  draw  to  itself  all  the  advantages 
of  the  immense,  populous,  and  productive  coun- 
tries bordering  on  the  Mississippi,  Ohio,  the 
Potomac,  the  Chesapeake,  and  their  tributary 
streams.  If,  then,  the  toll  be  so  regulated  as 
to  yield  fifteen  per  cent.,  would  it  not  be  the 
interest  of  the  Government,  as  a  measure  of 
revenue,  independent  of  the  thousand  other  ad- 
vantages, to  borrow  the  money,  as  is  proposed 
in  a  very  able  report  made  upon  this  subject 
during  the  last  session?  Any  sum  could  be 
readily  obtained,  at  home  or  abroad,  at  five  per 
cent.    The  last  loan  was  obtained  for  less. 

Suppose,  then,  the  Government  were  to  loan 
three  millions,  the  whole  sum  required,  at  five 
per  cent.,  and  make  it  irredeemable  for  twelve 
years,  the  funds  beiag  all  on  hand,  the  canal,  it 
is  believed,  conld  be  completed  in  six  years — 
perhaps  less.  Let  the  toll  then  yield  fifteen  per 
cent.,  and  in  less  than  twelve  years  from  the 
date  of  the  loan  the  toUs  alone  will  amount  to 
a  sum  suflSoient  to  satisfy  and  pay  the  whole  of 
the  debt  and  interest,  without  taking  one  cent 
from  the  public  Treasury — leaving  the  Govern- 
ment the  absolute  proprietors  of  three  millions 
of  stock,  yielding  annually  into  the  Treasury 
the  sum  ot  four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars. Eegulate  your  toUs  so  as  to  yield  fifteen 
per  cent. — the  sum  fixed  by  the  commissioners 
in  their  report — and  this  result  is  inevitable. 
It  is  a  matter  of  mathematical  demonstration, 
and  these  profits  must  of  course  increase  with 
the  increasing  trade,  resources,  and  population 
of  the  West. 

On  this  subject,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  professed  to 
have  no  practical  knowledge.  His  reasoning 
was  predicated  upon  the  principles  of  the  re- 
port of  the  commissioners — all  of  whom  were 
men  of  talent — some  of  them  practical  men, 
who  had  been  engaged  in  the  construction  of 
the  James  Eiver  Canal.  He  therefore  consid- 
ered their  opinions  entitled  to  great  respect.  If 
they  were  wrong,  his  reasoning  would  be  in  the 
same  degree  erroneous. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  rejoiced  that  the  dawn  of  in- 
ternal improvement,  by  canals,  began  to  open 
upon  this  nation,  and  to  dispel  the  doubt  and 
darkness  which  had  so  long  enshrouded  us. 
The  New  York  Canal,  he  hoped,  would  have 
the  effect  here  that  the  Bridgewater  Canal  had 
in  England ;  that  it  would  awaken  the  nation 
to  a  sense  of  its  true  interest.  In  1Y59,  when 
the  Duke  of  Bridgewater  finished  his  canal  in 
■England,  there  was  not  another  in  that  empire ; 
in  1806  tliere  was  completed  245,  and  legisla- 


tive provision  made  for  BY  others ;  33  of  ftese 
united  the  waters  of  the  East  and  the  West, 
crossing  a  mountain,  which  separated  that 
country  as  the  Alleghany  did  this.  Thirty-two 
miles  were  entirely  subterraneous.  To  destroy 
these  canals  would  be  to  cut  the  veins  which 
gave  circulation  to  the  life's  blood  of  that  pow- 
erful nation.  France,  he  said,  had  not  been  in- 
attentive to  this  important  subject;  she  had 
made  many  canals,  at  a  great  expense.  Upon 
one  she  had  expended  more  than  twelve  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  Other  Governments  had  been 
even  more  provident.  Olandius,  one  of  the 
Roman  emperors,  it  was  said,  had  employed 
30,000  men  for  twelve  years  upon  a  single  car 
nal ;  and  Holland,  scarce  half  as  large  as  some 
of  our  States,  had  expended  upon  canals  £300,- 
000,000,  more  than  double  the  whole  amount 
of  the  expenditures  of  this  Government  since 
the  formation  of  the  constitution.  Sir,  said  Mr. 
S.,  we  have  expended  $583,000,000.  la  the 
last  twenty  years,  $469,000,000  had  been  ex- 
pended. What  had  become  of  it?  It  was 
gone.  Expended  on  navies,  and  armies,  and 
forts,  and  fortifications,  in  supporting  foreign 
Ministers,  light-houses,  ships,  buoys,  and  bea- 
cons, to  facilitate  and  protect  foreign  commerce, 
which  had  drained  our  life's  blood,  and  almost 
bankrupted  the  nation.  Yes,  sir,  I  say  armitt 
for  the  defence  ot  foreign  commerce.  Was  not 
the  late  war  declared  emphatically  in  defence 
of  "  free  trade  and  sailors'  rights  ?"  And  this 
would  be  the  source  of  every  war  with  which 
this  country  might  hereafter  be  afflicted. 

And  what,  sir,  has  been  done  for  internal 
commerce,  for  the  benefit  of  the  interior,  and  of 
the  West?  They  had  contributed  their  foil  por- 
tion of  the  public  revenue.  Sir,  said  he,  since 
the  commencement  of  thi§  Government,  to  this 
day,  you  have  expended  scarcely  two  millions 
of  dollars  to  facilitate  internal  trade,  by  internal 
improvements ;  and  even  this  paltry  sum  the 
State  of  Ohio  was  bound  to  refund.  But  the 
West  had  not  only  contributed  her  share  of  the 
public  revenue,  but  she  nobly  and  glorionsly 
shed  the  full  portion  of  the  blood  spilt  in  the 
defence  of  "  free  trade  and  sailors'  rights."  She 
has  done  it  cheerfully,  and  would  do  it  agM 
when  occasion  required  it.  But  the  people  of 
the  West  did  entertain  a  hope  that  their  inter- 
ests would  not  be  wholly  neglected ;  that  some 
small  portion  of  the  national  revenues  would  be 
devoted  to  the  benefit  of  "  internal  commerce 
among  the  States,"  and  not  exclusively  lavished 
upon  objects  connected  with  foreign  commerce. 
This  was,  he  said,  a  reasonable  expectation,  and 
he  hoped  it  would  be  gratified  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  object  of  the  amendment  he 
had  offered ;  however,  if  it  was  refused,  there 
was  one  consolation  still  left :  the  time  was  not 
far  distant  when  the  West  would  be  able  to 
command  upon  this  floor  that  just  attention  to 
her  interest  which  might  now  be  withheld. 
And,  sir,  when  she  comes  here  in  her  pride  and 
in  her  -power ;  when  her  weight  will  be  felt, 
and  her  voice  will  be  heai-d,  in  the  decision  of 
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the  gravest  question  wMch  could  be  agitated  in 
this  country,  he  hoped  that,  while  she  forgot 
her  enemies,  she  would  not  he  unmindful  of  her 
friends.  The  "West,  he  trusted,  would  always 
cheerfully  acquiesce  in  the  decisions  of  the  con- 
stituted authorities  of  this  nation.  From  that 
quarter,  the  sound  of  "rebellion,"  which  had 
lately  assailed  our  ears,  would,  he  hoped,  never 
come. 

While  we  see  other  Governments,  monar- 
chies, so  attentive  to  the  interests  of  the  people, 
affording  every  possible  facility  to  internal  trade 
and  intercourse  where  the  advantages  and  in- 
ducements are  not  half  so  great  as  they  are 
here,  for  few  countries  possess  such  an  extent 
of  territory,  such  a  variety  of  climate,  and  of 
soil,  separated  and  intersected  by  such  immense 
mountains,  rivers,  and  lakes,  all  affording  the 
greatest  facilities  and  strongest  inducements  to 
internal  improvements;  while,  said  he,  mon- 
archs  are  thus  employing  the  public  purse  for 
the  people's  benefit,  shall  we,  the  people's  Eep- 
resentatives,  lavish  their  money  on  objects  of 
military  grandeur,  (for,  said  Mr.  S.,  we  have 
this  day  voted  away  near  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars in  military  appropriation  bills,)  neglecting 
their  more  immediate  and  important  interests  ? 
Sir,  if  we  are  thus  interrogated  by  the  people, 
are  we  prepared  to  give  them  a  satisfactory 
answer? 

The  money  expended  on  armies  is  gone,  and 
no  more  heard  of  it,  while  the  benefits  of  that 
expended  in  canals  would  be  enjoyed  for  centu- 
ries to  come ;  and,  as  stock,  would  annually 
yield  a  revenue  to  the  Government.  Mr.  S. 
said  he  was  aware  that  constitutional  objections 
were  fashionable  on  subjects  of  this  sort.  But, 
sir,  said  he,  this  amendment  involves  the  exer- 
cise of  no  doubtful  constitutional  power;  it 
proposed  the  employment  of  topographical  en- 
gineers on  an  object  connected  with  military 
purposes ;  we  were  in  the  daily  practice  of  pro- 
viding for  the  surveys  of  coasts  and  harbors, 
and  bays  and  rivers,  for  commercial  purposes 
only,  unconnected  with  military  objects.  Look, 
sir,  said  ilr.  S.,  to  the  report  of  the  expenditures 
of  the  last  year,  and  you  will  find  half  a  dozen 
items  of  this  sort:  surveying  the  Mississippi, 
clearing  out  the  river  Thames,  surveying  the 
coast  of  Carolina,  &o.  This  proposition,  there- 
fore, avoided  these  knotty  and  difiicult  ques- 
tions. But,  sir,  if  it  involved  the  exercise  of 
our  constitutional  powers  on  this  subject,  to 
their  utmost  extent,  is  not  the  question  settled? 
Sir,  it  is.  Gentlemen  would  recollect,  he  said, 
that  at  the  last  session,  when  a  motion  was 
made  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill 
for  the  erection  of  gates  on  the  Cumberland 
road,  on  the  ground  that  we  had  no  power  to 
erect  gates,  and  impose  fines  and  penalties  for 
their  evasion ;  yet,  sir,  from  the  vote  upon  that 
question,  it  appears  that  but  thirty-seven  doubt- 
ed the  power  of  the  Government  even  to  go 
thus  far,  while  seventy-six  voted  in  its  favor. 
And  in  the  Senate,  .where  were  to  be  found 
some  of  the  most  profound,  experienced,  and 


enlightened  constitutional  lawyers  in  this  or  in 
any  other  country,  there  were  but  seven  votes 
against  the  passage  of  this  bill,  which  exerted 
the  constitutional  power  of  this  Government 
over  the  subject  of  internal  improvements  to  its 
utmost  limit.  If  a  vote  of  more  than  two  to 
one  in  this  House,  and  more  than  four  to  one 
in  the  Senate,  did  not  settle  the  question,  he 
was  at  a  loss  to  know  what  would. 

The  constitution,  he  said,  expressly  gave  to 
Congress  the  pow^  to  "regulate  commerce 
among  the  States,"  as  well  as  "  with  foreign 
nations."  In  the  exercise  of  this  power,  (for  it 
could  not  he  justified  by  any  other,)  we  appro- 
priate annually  about  $200,000  to  erect  and 
support  light-houses,  buoys,  beacons,  &o.,  by 
which  internal  commerce  was  facilitated  for 
hundreds  of  miles  into  the  interior,  up  your 
bays  and  rivers,  even  to  this  city.  And  if  you 
have  the  power  to  improve  the  navigation  of 
bays  and  rivers,  by  erecting  lights  and  piers, 
and  removing  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of 
vessels  and  crafts  of  forty  to  fifty  tons,  why  not 
go  further,  and  remove  obstructions,  and  facili- 
tate the  navigation,  by  opening  canals  for  boats 
carrying  thirty  or  forty  tons,  a  few  hundred 
miles  further  into  the  interior?  If  you  can 
improve  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac  and 
bay,  from  the  Atlantic  to  this  city,  why  not  go 
on  to  the  city  of  Pittsburg?  Sir,  said  Mr.  S., 
the  power  and  the  principle  is  the  same.  He 
defied  the  ingenuity  of  any  gentleman  to  draw 
a  distinction;  even  the  gentleman  from  Yir- 
ginia  (Mr.  Smyth)  himself  could  not  show  any 
constitutional  difference.  The  constitution 
merely  gave  the  power  "  to  regulate  com- 
merce ;"  it  did  not  prescribe  the  manner.  This 
was  left  to  Congress,  who  had  expressly  the 
power  to  pass  all  laws  "necessary  and  proper 
to  regulate  commerce  among  the  States."  If 
they  consider  it  "  necessary  and  proper"  to  cut 
a  canal  for  this  purpose,  they  have  expressly, 
by  the  constitution,  the  power  to  do  it.  This 
was  too  clear  to  admit  a  doubt,  it  could  not  be 
obscured  by  all  the  political  metaphysics  that 
could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  it.- 

But  the  constitution  has  also  given  to  Con- 
gress the  power  to  provide  for  the  defence  of 
the  country ;  this  no  one  denied ;  and  he 
thought  he  had  already  clearly  shown  that  this 
measure  was  intimately  connected  with  the  de- 
fence of  the  seat  of  the  National  Government, 
which,  from  the  experience  of  the  late  war,  it 
appeared,  stood  in  need  of  defence.  In  this 
view  of  the  subject,  he  said,  he  was  supported 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  himself,  who  had 
pointed  out  this  object  in  his  splendid  report  on 
"Military  Roads  and  Canals,"  already  referred 
to. 

The  construction  of  the  Cumberland  road  had 
been  justified  a  few  days  ago  by  a  gentleman 
who  denied  the  constitutional  power  of  Con- 
gress over  the  subject  of  internal  improvements, 
on  the  ground  that  it  enhanced  the  value  of  the 
public  lands,  with  respect  to  which  the  consti- 
tution gave  Congress  the  power  to  make  "  all 
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needful  rules  and  regulations."  Now,  as  the 
cost  of  intercourse  upon  the  canal  would  be 
only  one-twentieth  part  of  the  cost  on  the  road, 
would  not  the  canal,  in  the  same  proportion, 
enhance  the  price  and  facilitate  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands  ?  And  but  a  small  portion  of  these 
lands,  he  said,  had  yet  been  disposed  of.  The 
amount  sold  had  brought  about  sixty  millions 
of  dollars ;  the  amount  yet  to  be  disposed  of 
would  bring  (if  sold  at  the  minimum  price, 
$1  25)  more  than  $500,000,000.  Then,  sir, 
said  Mr.  8.,  whether  this  canal  is  regarded  as 
"necessary  and  proper"  for  the  regulation  "of 
commerce  among  the  States,"  or  as  "  necessary 
and  proper"  for  the  defence  of  this  city  and  the 
District,  it  is,  in  either  case,  equally  in  the  pow- 
er of  Congress,  by  the  express  words  of  the 
constitution,  to  make  it.  But,  sir,  we  are  toid 
this  will  be  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  the 
States  through  which  it  may  pass — ^it  will 
trench  upon  their  powers.  Sir,  the  States 
concerned  will  thank  Congress  for  thus  violat- 
ing their  rights.  It  is  a  concurrent  power 
which  violates  no  right ;  a  power  which  is  only 
felt  by  the  States' in  the  benefits  and  blessings 
it  confers.  Sir,  it  is  conferring  powers  upon 
the  States  by  the  General  Government ;  it  is 
giving  money  (which  is  power)  to  the  States,  to 
be  expended  within  their  territories-,  and  for 
their  benefit,  adding  to  their  wealth,  power,  and 
resources,  at  the  expense  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. Yet  we  are  told  it  is  a  violation  of 
State  rights.  Sir,  these  gentlemen  are  not  the 
friends,  they  are  the  enemies  of  State  rights. 
While  we  are  passing  whole  codes  of  penal  laws, 
by  virtue  of  the  powers  claimed  as  incidental  to 
the  fearful  right  of  raising  armies  and  navies, 
and  imposing  taxes  and  burdens  upon  the  peo- 
ple, (here  the  States  might  startle,  and  states- 
men might  stop  and  pause  in  their  career ;)  but 
not  a  word  is  heard  from  those  champions  of 
State  rights.  You  may  pass  laws  taking  away 
the  life,  liberty,  and  property  of  the  citizen,  as 
incidental  to  the  express  right  to  "lay  taxes," 
without  exciting  any  uneasiness  or  alarm.  But, 
when  you  attempt  to  give  up  a  part  of  the  mo- 
D,ey  of  the  General  Government  for  the  use  of 
the  States  and  the  people ;  when  you  propose 
thus  to  confer  benefits  and  blessings  upon  them, 
you  are  met  at  once  by  this  fearful  alarm 
about  "swallowing  up  the  States,"  violating 
their  rights,  &c.  Mr.  S.  said  he  could  assure 
gentlemen  that  the  States  concerned  did  not 
thank  them  for  their  friendly  interference  in 
opposing  these  measures. 

From  the  report  referred  to,  Mr.  S.  said,  it 
appeared  that  a  meeting  of  twelve  commission- 
ers, appointed  on  the  subject  of  the  improvement 
of  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac,  by  Virginia 
and  Maryland,  was  held  at  Annapolis  on  the 
22d  of  December,  1784,  consisting  of  General 
Gates,  Judge  Chase,  and  others  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished patriots  of  that  day.  At  this  meet- 
ing General  "Washinoton  presided ;  and,  after 
consultation,  it  was  resolved,  "  That  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  conference  that  the  removing 


the  obstructions  in  the  river  Potomac,  and 
making  the  same  navigable  from  tide-water  as 
far  np  the  North  Branch  as  may  be  convenient 
and  practicable,  will  increase  the  commerce  of 
Virginia  and  Maryland,  and  greatly  promote 
the  interests  of  the  United  States,  by  forming 
free  and  easy  communication  and  connection 
with  the  people  settled  on  the  "Western  waters, 
already  very  considerable  in  their  numbers,  and 
rapidly  increasing,  from  the  mildness  of  the 
climate  and  the  fertility  of  the  soC" 

In  speaking  of  the  advantages  of  this  work, 
they  go  on  to  say,  that  it  would  afibrd  "  sub- 
stantial proof  to  our  brethren  of  the  Western 
territory  of  our  disposition  to  connect  ourselves 
with  them  by  the  strongest  bonds  of  friendship 
and  mutual  interest."  It  would,  they  say  in 
another  part  of  their  report,  "  contribute  much 
to  their  convenience  and  accommodation ;  and 
the  benefits  resulting  therefrom  to  these  States 
would  compensate  the  expense  of  a  road"  from 
Cumberland  to  the  Monongahela  Kiver,  which 
they  also  proposed  to  have  opened.  These 
were  the  views  of  the  patriots  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, of  the  sages  of  '76,  near  forty  years  ago, 
on  this  subject.  They  were  the  views  of  Wash- 
ington, who  fixed  the  seat  of  Government  with 
a  view  to  this  very  object.  He  clearly  foresaw 
its  advantages,  and,  had  he  lived,  we  should 
have  long  since  enjoyed  their  glorious  consum- 
mation. WASHmaTON  afterwards,  in  a  letter 
dated  the  31st  of  October,  1788,  e:q)ressed  him- 
self on  the  subject  as  follows : 

"  The  extensive  inland  navigations  with  which  this 
country  abonnds,  and  the  easy  conuunnication  which 
many  of  them  afford,  with  tiie  amazing  territory  to 
the  westward  of  ns,  will  certainly  he  productive  of  in- 
finite advantages  to  the  Atlantic  States,  if  the  Legis- 
latures of  those  through  which  they  pass  have  liber- 
ality and  public  spirit  enough  to  improve  them.  For 
my  own  part,  I  wish  sincerely  that  every  door  to  that 
country  may  be  set  wide  open,  that  the  commercial 
intercourse  with  it  may  be  rendered  as  free  and  easy 
as  possible.  This,  in  my  judgment,  is  the  best,  if  not 
the  only  cement  that  can  bind  those  people  to  us  for 
any  length  of  time — and  we  shaU,  I  think,  be  defi- 
cient in  foresight  and  wisdom,  if  we  neglect  the 
means  of  effecting  it.  Our  interest  is  so  much  in 
unison  with  the  policy  of  this  measure,  that  nothing 
short  of  that  ill-timed  and  misapplied  parsimony  and 
contracted  ways  of  thinking,  wliich  intermingles  so 
much  in  all  our  public  councils,  can  counteract  it." 

If,  sir,  it  was  properly  called  "  ill-timed  par- 
simony and  contracted  policy,"  thirty-five  years 
ago,  even  before  the  establishment  of  the  pres- 
ent constitution,  what  would  be  said  of  it  now! 
At  that  time  there  were  but  few  settlers  in  the 
West ;  they  had  few  wants,  and  they  were 
easily  supplied,  where  we  find  now  some  of  the 
most  powerful  and  populous  States,  enjoying  all 
the  refinements  and  indulging  in  all  the  luxuries 
of  the  most  polished  society.  Where  there 
were  Indian  huts  you  now  find  splendid  cities. 
The  country  then  inhabited  by  savages  and 
beasts  of  prey  is  now  covered  with  towns  and 
villages,  and  cultivated  fields.    If  this  measure 


DEBATES  OP  CONGRESS. 


453 


Febrhaey,  1823.] 


Suppression  of  Public  Documents. 


[H.  OF  E. 


was  necessary  then,  how  much  more  imperious- 
ly is  it  demanded  now  ? 

Mr.  S.  said  he  would  not  trespass  longer  on 
the  time  of  the  House.  He  felt  much  indebted 
for  their  indulgent  attention,  and  he  would 
conclude  with  expressing  the  hope  that  this 
measure  would  not  he  rejected,  especially  when 
gentlemen  took  into  view  the  immense  advan- 
tages to  be  derived  from  it  in  a  political  point 
of  view,  by  uniting  the  East  and  the  West, 
equal,  already,  to  two  great  empires — its  advan- 
tages to  internal  commerce,  opening  an  inland 
navigation  fi-om  the  seat  of  Government  to  the 
city  of  New  Orleans — ^its  advantages  to  the 
agricultural  and  manufacturing  industry  of  the 
interior,  now  laboring  under  insurmountable 
difficulties.  He  begged  gentlemen  to  consider 
its  advantages  to  this  city,  in  which  all  had  an 
interest,  as  the  seat  of  the  National  Government 
— ^its  growth,  its  prosperity,  its  defence,  were 
important,  and  would  be  promoted.  It  would 
enhance  the  value  of  the  public  lands  and  the 
public  lots.  It  would  make  tlie  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment follow  the  march  of  power  to  the 
"West.  It  would  place  it  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
first  markets  in  the  world.  And  to  accomplish 
all  these,  and  many  other  equally  important  ob- 
jects connected  with  this  subject,  it  was  pro- 
posed, not  that  the  Government  should  give  a 
gratuity  to  the  States  concerned,  but  that  it 
should  subscribe  a  sum,  as  stock,  corresponding 
with  the  interest  we  had  in  the  accomplishment 
of  the  object  in  yiew,  and  from  which  we  will 
hereafter  derive  our  full  share  of  the  profits,  in 
common  with  the  States  and  individuals  con- 
cerned. We  thus  avoid  all  constitutional  diffi- 
culties, and  they  were,  certainly,  the  only  objec- 
tions that  could  be  urged  against  this  measure 
— a  measure  due  to  the  city-— due  to  the  interior 
— ^it  was  due  to  the  West-— to  ourselves,  aiid  to 
the  nation,  and  therefore  he  hoped,  nay,  he  felt 
certain,  of  its  final  adoption. 


Wbdnesdat,  February  26. 
Suppression  of  Public  JDocuments. 

Me.  Campbell  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasmy  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  make  further  inquiries  re- 
specting the  suppression  of  a  certain  paragraph 
contained  in  a  letter  communicated  to  this  House 
at  the  last  session ;  and  the  said  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  letter  is  as  follows : 

Tkeasukt  Depaktment,  Feb.  24,  1823. 
SiE :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant, 
enclosing  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
of  the  sixth  of  the  same  month,  and  requesting  the 
communication  of  any  information,  not  already  com- 
municated, as  may  be  in  possession  of  the  Department, 
I  have  the  honor  to  ohserve,  that  when  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  went  into  operation,  an  effort  was 
made  to  simplify  the  operations  of  the  Treasury, 
throuch  the  instrumentality  of  that  institution.     To 


give  to  this  effort  the  greatest  efficiency,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  hank  should  have  the  selection,  not  only  of 
the  State  banks  in  which  the  puhlio  money  should  be 
deposited,  in  places  where  it  had  established  no  office, 
but  of  those  whose  notes  should  be  received  on  ac- 
count of  the  revenue  ;  and  that  all  money  so  deposit- 
ed, should  be  entered  to  the  credit  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  in  trust  for  the  Treasurer  of  the  Unit«d 
States.  It  was  further  agreed  that  the  Treasurer 
might  draw  upon  the  bank,  at  any  place  Where  the 
public  money  was  deposited,  whether  there  were  any 
public  money  at  such  place  or  not ;  with  the  under- 
standing, however,  thalfteasonable  notice  should  be 
given  to  the  bank,  when  it  was  intended  to  draw  for 
any  considerable  amount  beyond  the  sum  on  deposit 
at  such  place. 

This  project  was  generally  carried  into  effect,  in 
the  course  of  1817,  after  the  State  banks  had  resum- 
ed specie  payments.  The  notes  of  all  such  banks, 
in  the  "Western  States,  were  received  by  the  land  offi- 
cers, and  deposited,  as  specie,  in  the  offices  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  in  the  State  hanks, 
employed  as  offices  of  deposit. 

This  plan  of  simplifying  the  operations  of  the  Treas- 
ury, was,  in  the  course  of  1818,  interrupted,  on  the 
one  hand,  by  the  complaints  of  the  State  banks,  em- 
ployed as  offices  of  deposit,  that  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  acted  oppressively  and  capriciously  to- 
wards them,  by  subjecting  them  to  all  tie  inconveni- 
ences incident  to  the  relation  they  held,  and  depriv- 
ing them  of  most  of  the  advantages  which  they  had 
a  right  to  expect  from  that  relation ;  and,  on  the 
other,  by  those  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  al- 
leging that  the  State  banks  were  desirous  of  appropri- 
ating to  themselves  all  the  advantages  of  their  situa- 
tion, without  hearing  any  part  of  the  burdens  im- 
posed upon  it  by  its  charter,  or  by  the  arrangement 
made  with  the  Treasury,  one  of  the  most  onerous  of 
which  was  the  implied  obhgation  it  had  incurred  of 
guarantying  not  only  the  solvency  of  those  banks, 
whilst  they  were  employed  as  offices,  hut  also  of  the 
other  State  hanks,  whose  notes  were  received  on  ac- 
count of  the  revenue.  This  state  of  collision  and  ir- 
ritation continued  increasing  until  the  autumn  of 
1818,  when  the  bank  notified  the  Department  that  it 
could  no  longer  execute  its  arrangement,  without  sac- 
rificing the  essential  interest  of  the  institution.  At 
the  same  time,  it  declared  its  determination  to  receive 
from  the  land  officers  nothing  but  its  own  notes,  and 
the  current  coin  of  the  Union,  except  as  special  de- 
posit. Shortly  after  this  determination,  many  of  the 
Western  banks  stopped  payment. 

The  experience  of  the  bank  had,  about  this  period, 
let  to  the  conviction,  that  it  was  impracticable  to  keep 
its  notes  in  circulation  in  the  Western  States,  and  or- 
ders were,  consequently,  issued  in  the  course  of  the 
autumn,  or  in  the  early  part  of  1819,  forbidding  its 
Western  offices  to  issue  their  notes,  even  on  a  deposit 
of  specie.  The  determination  which  it  had  formed 
in  relation  to  payments  on  account  of  the  pubho  lands, 
was,  therefore,  practically  a  determination  to  receive 
nothing  but  current  gold  and  silver  coin,  wliioh  was 
nearly  as  difficult  to  be  obtained,  in  the  Western 
States,  as  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
At  this  time  there  was  due  the  United  States  nearly 
twenty  millions  of  dollars,  by  the  purchasers  of  the 
public  lands,  a  great  part  of  which  debt  had  been  con- 
tracted during  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and 
in  the  years  1817  and  1818,  when  the  notes  of  nearly 
all  the  Western  banks  were  receivable  in  payment. 
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It  was  manifest,  upon  the  slightest  reflection,  that 
this  determination  of  the  banlt  would  greatly  reduce 
the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  from  that  important 
branch  of  the  public  revenue,  but  that  consideration 
would  not,  alone,  hare  been  sufficient  to  have  induc- 
ed the  Executive  department  to  have  assumed  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  measure,  which  was,  with  great  de- 
liberation, adopted  upon  the  occasion. 

To  have  permitted  the  distress  and  ruin  in  which 
the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands  would  have  been 
involved,  by  the  refusal  to  receive  from  them  any 
thing  in  payment  but  the  current  coin  of  the  Union, 
and  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  under 
such  circumstances,  without  an  effort  by  the  Execu- 
tive Department  to  avert  them,  would  have  excited 
feelings  in  a  large  and  meritorious  body  of  citizens, 
which  no  prudent  Government,  even  if  despotic,  could 
have  seen  with  indlfiference.  It  is  confidently  believ- 
ed, that,  if  no  such  effort  had  been  made,  the  Execu- 
tive Department  of  the  Government  would  have  been 
charged  with  the  most  shameful  imbecility,  and  that 
the  Treasury  Department  would  have  been  loaded 
with  the  public  execration.  If  an  effort  was  to  be 
made  to  afford  relief,  the  alternative  presented  was  to 
continue  to  receive  the  notes  of  the  few  banks  in  the 
West,  which  still  continued  to  pay  specie,  and  enter 
them  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  in  the  offices  of 
the  bank,  as  special  deposit ;  or  to  deposit  them  in 
State  banks,  upon  conditions  which  would  make  it 
their  interest  to  return  them  into  circulation  as  soon 
as  practicable,  on  account  of  the  Government.  In 
the  first  case,  they  would  have  accumulated  in  those 
offices,  without  the  possibility  of  being  put  again  into 
circulation  on  account  of  the  Government,  as  those 
offices  would  have  had  no  inducement  to  make  exer- 
tions to  convert  them  into  specie,  or  transfer  the 
amount,  by  the  purchase  of  bills  of  exchange  upon 
New  Orleans,  or  upon  the  Atlantic  cities.  To  effect 
either  of  these  operations,  it  was  manifest  that  the 
employment  of  the  State  banks  was  indispensable. 
The  arrangements  proposed  were  maturely  considered 
and  adopted,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President, 
who  was  fully  sensible  of  the  importance  of  the  crisis 
which  had  arrived. 

The  inducements  which  were  offered  to  those  banks, 
to  resume  and  continue  specie  payments,  and  to 
transfer  the  excess  of  the  public  revenue  collected  in 
the  Western  States,  beyond  the  expenditure,  to  places 
where  it  could  be  expended,  were  believed  to  be  both 
justifiable  and  sufficient  to  insure  success,  and  the 
result  has  proven  that  nothing  was  necessary  to  the 
most  complete  success,  but  the  want  of  integrity  in 
those  who  had  the  direction  of  some  of  those  institu- 
tions.* Against  this  contingency,  the  department 
availed  itself  of  all  the  means  within  its  reach,  and 
confided  in  the  representations  of  gentlemen  who  oc- 
cupied high  and  responsible  stations  in  the  public 
councils,  whose  judgment  and  integrity  were  consid- 
ered unquestionable,  and  whose  means  of  infoi-mation 
excluded  almost  the  possibility  of  mistake.  Notwith- 
standing the  want  of  integrity  which  has  been  mani- 
fested by  the  directors  of  several  of  those  banks  which 
have  failed,  it  is  still  confidently  believed,  that,  after 
making  a  liberal  allowance  for  any  loss  wjiich  possibly 
may  occur,  by  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of 


*  This  is  proven  by  the  fact  tliat  the  banks  of  Illinois,  of 
Madison,  and  of  Coiumbus,  have  fulfilled  their  engagements 
with  fldelity,  and  still  continne  to  fulfil  them ;  and  that  the 
Bank  of  Chillioothe  faithfully  fulfilled  its  engagements,  as 
long  as  they  existed. 


Cincinnati,  the  Banks  of  Vincennes,  EdwardsviUe, 
and  Missouri,  the  benefits  which  have  resulted  from 
those  arrangements  vriU  greatly  preponderate  over 
such  loss. 

It  is  impossible  to  state  whether  aay  loss  will  event- 
ually be  sustained  by  the  Government  from  either  of 
those  banks.  No  apprehension  is  entertained  of  loss 
from  any  other.  The  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank 
of  Cincinnati  is,  therefore,  the  only  one  in  which 
public  money  has  been  deposited,  where  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  had  established  an  office,  from 
which  there  is  any  danger  of  loss. 

That  bank,  in  a  very  short  time  after  it  resumed 
specie  payments,  in  conformity  with  its  agreement 
with  the  Treasury  Department,  stopped  payment,  and 
has  never  made  any  return,  or  answered  any  of  the 
demands  which  have  been  made  upon  it  for  informa- 
tion. The  impression,  in  relation  to  it,  has,  therefore, 
been  very  unfavorable.  A  suit  has  been  brought 
agajnst  it,  iu  the  Federal  court,  for  the  amount  of  pub- 
lic money  in  its  possession,  which  has  not  yet  been 
decided.  , 

The  arrangements  made  with  the  Farmers  and 
Mechanics'  Bank  of  Cincinnati,  the  Bank  of  ChiUi- 
cothe,  and  the  branch  of  the  Bank  of  Kentucky,  at 
Louisville,  where  offices  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  had  been  established,  by  which  the  public 
money  collected  at  the  land  offices,  iu  the  vicinity  of 
those  banks,  was  deposited  in  them,  were  not  com- 
mimicated  to  Congress  at  the  next  session  after  their 
date,  from  mere  inadvertence  to  the  provision  of  the 
charter  to  which  the  resolution  refers.  They  were, 
however,  matters  of  general  notoriety,  not  only  in  the 
Western  States,  but  iu  the  other  parts  of  .the  Union. 
Omissions  of  this  nature  have  frequently  occurred  in 
the  departments,  and,  it  is  presumed,  will  occur  here- 
after, with  officers  the  most  attentive.  The  notoriety, 
however,  which  attended  these  arrangements  with  the 
banks,  it  is  presumed,  will  satisfy  the  committee, 
that  there  was  neither  a  wish  or  intention  to  withhold 
from  Congress  the  fact  of  such  deposits,  and  the 
reason  upon  which  the  measure  was  founded. 

The  papers  which  are  herewith  transmitted  support 
the  views  presented  in  this  letter.     I  remain,  &c. 
WM.  H.  CEAWFOED, 

The  Hon.  John  W.  Campbell. 


Thubsdat,  February  27. 
Suppression  of  Public  Documents. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  select  com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  who  committed  the 
act  of  suppressing  certain  passages  of  documents 
transmitted  to  the  House,  made  a  report  in  rela- 
tion thereto,  recommending  that  the  committee 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  inquiry  committed  to  it ;  which  report  and 
resolution  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.     The  report  is  as  follows  : 

The  committee,  instituted  under  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  6th  instant,  ask 
leave  to  report,  in  part : 

Thus  far,  the  attention  of  the  committee  has  been 
chiefly  directed  to  the  performance  of  the  duties  re- 
quired of  them  by  the  first  member  of  the  resolution. 
As  the  investigation  was  undertaken  without  any  san- 
guine expectations  of  being  able  to  designate  the  per- 
son who  caused  the  suppression  of  the  paragraph  in 
the  letter  A  5,  they  feel  but  Uttle  disappointed  in  not 
having  made  the  discovery. 
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The  committee  requested  the  appearance  of  every 
person  who,  it  was  supposed,  could  make  any  disclo- 
sure, tending  in  the  least  degree  to  the  actjomplish- 
ment  of  the  ohject  for  which  they  were  appointed. 
The  attendance  of  the  witnesses  was  prompt,  and  all 
the  depositions  were  maide  under  the  solemnities  of  an 
oath.  That  the  testimony  might  he  as  explicit  and 
intelligihle  as  possible,  interrogatories,  deemed  the 
most  pertinent,  were  propounded  to  the  witnesses,  and 
the  responses  reduced  to  writing,  in  the  language  in 
which  they  were  given. 

The  committee  submit  the  following  as  the  sub- 
stance of  the  testimony  which  has  been  collected,  in 
addition  to  that  already  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Cook,  the  member  from  the  State  of  Illinois, 
deposes,  that  the  documents  of  which  letter  A  5  is  one, 
were  in  his  possession  two  or  three  days ;  that  he  be- 
lieves no  person,  during  that  period,  had  access  to 
them  in  his  absence  ;  that  Mr.  Edwards,  a  Senator 
from  the  State  of  Illinois,  inspected  them  in  his  pres- 
ence ;  but  whether  the  inspection  extended  to  letter 
A  5  he  is  unable  to  say ;  that  he  is  impressed  with 
the  belief  that  Mr.  Van  Swearingen,  late  a  Represent- 
tive  from  Virginia,  was  present ;  but  thinks  he  did 
not  examine  the  documents.  Mr.  Cook  states  it  to 
be  his  impression  that  he  read  letter  A  5,  before  the 
documents  were  printed ;  that  he  has  no  recollection 
of  seeing  the  brackets,  cross,  and  underscoring,  at 
that  time,  nor  does  he  yet  know  by  whom,  when,  or 
where,  they  were  made ;  that  he  did  not  know,  until 
the  pendency  of  the  former  investigation,  that  the 
practice,  in  the  oifice  of  the  Intelligencer,  was  to  omit 
printing  those  paragraphs  which  are  included  in 
braclcets,  and  crossed ;  that  the  documents  were  in 
his  drawer,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  about  a 
day  before  he  moved  to  have  them  printed ;  and  that 
he  very  rarely  kept  the  drawer  locked.     See  A  E. 

Mr.  Edwards,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Illinois, 
deposes  that,  some  time  last  winter,  the  manuscript 
documents,  of  which  A  5  is  one,  were,  at  his  request, 
brought  to  his  room  by  Mr.  Cook ;  that  he  inspected 
those  minutely  which  had  a  relation  to  the  bank  at 
EdwardsviUe ;  that,  having  no  motive  to  examine  the 
correspondence  between  the  Treasury  Department  and 
the  Bank  of  Steubenville,  he  did  not  see  letter  A  5, 
nor  did  he  ever  see  it  until  it  was  shown  to  him  by 
the  committee  ;  that  he  knows  not  by  whom,  or  when, 
the  marks  it  now  bears  were  made  ;  that,  some  time 
last  winter,  Mr.  Cook  intimated  to  him  that  there 
were  such  expressions  in  the  documents  as  are  con- 
tained in  the  suppressed  paragraph.     See  B. 

Mr.  Diokins,  a  clerk  in  the  Treasury  Department, 
deposes,  that  he  had  no  intercourse  with  the  printers, 
for  the  purpose  of  seeing,  or  in  anywise  altering  the 
documents,  during  their  publication.     See  C. 

It  having  been  intimated  that  the  underscoring  was 
made  with  ink  different  from  that  used  in  the  clerk's 
office,  the  committee  requested  the  attendance  of  Mr. 
S.  Burch,  chief  clerk  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
He  states  that  age  increases  the  darkness  of  the  ink 
used  in  the  office,  whilst  that  which  is  furnished  Con- 
gress, having  been  in  use  some  time,  fades,  and  as- 
sumes a  rusty  appearance,  such  as  is  exhibited  in  the 
underscoring  of  the  suppressed  paragraph.  He  states, 
that  the  underscoring  is,  in  his  opinion,  made  with  ink 
of  a  character  unlike  that  with  which  the  body  of  the 
letter  is  written.     See  D. 

William  R.  Dickinson,  Esq.,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Diok- 
ins, of  the  10th  instant,  states,  that  he  had  examined 
the  letter-book  which  contains  A  5,  and  also  conversed 


with  the  clerk  of  the  bank  on  the  subject,  and  that 
both  are  of  opinion  that  no  part  of  the  letter  was 
underscored  or  marked,  when  it  left  the  bank. 

The  committee  cannot  conclude  this  report  without 
an  expression  of  their  conviction,  founded  as  well  on 
the  character  of  the  transaction  to  which  the  sup- 
pressed paragraph  refers,  as  the  circumstances  under 
which  it  has  been  communicated  to  the  House,  that 
there  does  not  exist  the  semblance  of  a  reason  for 
charging  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  any 
agency  in  its  suppression,  or  for  connecting  Mm  in 
any  way  with  the  mutilation  of  this  document.  The 
transfer  from  the  Bank'bf  ChUlicothe  to  the  Bank  of 
Colimibia,  and  thence  to  the  Bank  of  Steubenville, 
of  the  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  dollars,  which  was 
held  by  the  former  institution  as  a  special  deposit, 
was  an  ordinary  banking  operation,  weakening  in  no 
degree  the  security  of  the  Government,  and  which 
has  eventuated  in  no  loss  to  the  Treasury.  There 
could  have  existed,  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, therefore,  no  motive  for  this  suppression.  He 
had  no  end  to  attain,  no  purpose  to  subserve,  by  the 
practice  upon  the  House  of  a  fraud,  alike  insulting  to 
its  dignity  and  discreditable  to  the  agent  who  should 
hazard  its  perpetration.  The  circumstance  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  responding  to  the  call 
of  the  House,  communicated  the  original  letter,  of 
which  the  suppressed  paragraph  is  a  part,  is  decisive, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  to  negative  the 
idea,  if  ever  indulged,  that  there  could  have  been 
entertained  by  that  high  officer  any  intention  to  keep 
out  of  view  any  part  of  its  contents,  particularly  as  it 
is  usual,  in  answer  to  calls  from  the  House,  to  com- 
municate the  copies  of  documents,  rather  than  the 
original,  which  has  been  transmitted  in  this  case. 

The  committee,  after  a  careful  examination  of  the 
pencil  brackets  and  marks  upon  (A  5)  and  a  close 
comparison  of  them  with  the  marks  upon  other  letters 
communicated  to  the  House,  acknowledged  by  Mr. 
Dickins  to  have  been  made  by  him,  are  unable  to 
form  any  opinion  of  the  probable  authorship  of  this 
suppression.  There  is  nothing  in  the  marks  them- 
selves to  indicate  it,  nor  in  the  correspondence  of  the 
marks  upon  the  one  letter  with  those  upon  any  other, 
to  show  that  they  are  the  work  of  the  same  hand. 
In  reference  to  the  underscoring  of  part  of  the  sup- 
pressed paragraph  of  (A  5)  the  committee  have  taken 
some  testimony  which  they  beg  leave  to  submit  to 
the  Houso,  with  the  remark  that  neither  the  testi- 
mony of  Mr.  Burch,  nor  any  other  testimony  they 
have  obtained,  will,  in  their  apprehension,  justify  the 
opinion  that  any  member  of  Congress  made  the  un- 
derscoring 0*  the  brackets,  which  induced  the  prin- 
ters not  to  publish  the  paragraph.  The  letter  of 
Mr.  WiUiam  R.  Dickinson  to  Mr.  Dickins,  although 
hot  strictly  before  the  committee,  as  evidence,  they 
have  thought  it  not  improper  to  bring  to  the  view  rf 
the  House. 

An  expectation  that  any  further  efforts  to  detect 
the  person  who  caused  the  suppression  of  the  para- 
graph in  letter  (A  5)  must  prove  as  imavailing  as  those 
already  made,  induces  the  committee  to  ask  to  be 
discharged  from  the  fm-ther  consideration  of  so  much 
of  the  resolution  as  relates  to  that  subject. 


Feidat,  February  28. 
Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade. 
Mr.  Meeobe  called  for  the  consideration  of 
the  following  resolution : 
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Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  enter  upon,  and  to  prosecute  from 
time  to  time,  such  negotiations  with  the  several  mar- 
itime powers  of  Europe  and  America,  as  he  may 
deem  expedient  for  the  effectual  abolition  of  the  Afri- 
can slave  trade,  and  its  ultimate  denunciation,  as 
piracy,  under  the  law  of  nations,  by  the  consent  of 
the  civilized  world. 

Mr.  M.  prefaced  his  motion  to  take  np  tliia 
resolution,  submitted  by  him  to  the  House  on  a 
former  day,  by  stating  that,  notwithstanding 
the  advanced  stage  of  the  session,  he  laid  claim 
to  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  for  a  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution  which  had  been  just  read, 
on  the  ground  that  he  had  forborne  to  urge  its 
consideration  until  that  portion  of  the  pubhc 
business  had  been  disposed  of,  which,  requiring 
the  co-operation  of  the  two  Houses,  could  not, 
by  their  new  rule,  be  transacted  after  the  last 
evening.  He  trusted  that  the  House  would  re- 
gard this  appeal  to  their  favor,  as  deriving  some 
support  from  the  recollection  that  he  had  ab- 
stained from  any  participation  in  debate  upon 
many  interesting  topics  which  occupied  their 
attention  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  session. 
Were  it  allowable,  on  a  motion  to  take  up  a  reso- 
lution, to  enter  upon  its  merits,  he  would  ven- 
ture to  say,  that  a  more  important  question, 
whether  regard  be  had  to  the  policy,  the  justice, 
or  the  humanity  of  the  nation,  had  not  been 
presented  to  the  deliberation  of  the  House,  than 
that  which  was  involved  in  the  resolution  that 
he  now  asked  the  House  to  consider,  and  to  dis- 
pose of  according  to  their  wisdom. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  it,  Mr. 
M.  proceeded  to  say,  in  substance,  as  follows : 
After  experiencing  the  indulgence  of  the  House, 
I  shall  avoid  trespassing  on  their  patience,  by 
confining  my  argument,  in  support  of  the  reso- 
lution, to  the  narrowest  compass.  The  com- 
merce which  this  resolution  seeks  to  suppress, 
by  a  combination  of  the  moral  and  physical 
power  of  the  civilized  world,  has  been  declared, 
many  years  ago,  by  a  convention  of  the  princi- 
pal powers  of  Europe,  to  be  the  disgrace  of  that 
continent,  and  the  scourge  and  calamity  of 
Africa. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  pro- 
hibited it  as  soon  as  it  had  acquired  constitu- 
tional power  to  do  so  ;  and,  by  a  succession  of 
laws,  increasing  in  severity,  three  years  ago  de- 
nounced it  as  piracy.  The  report  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  House  of  Representatives,  which 
accompanied  the  bill  to  this  effect,  in  the  first 
session  of  the  Sixteenth  Congress,  borrowing 
the  language  of  the  memorable  Congress  of 
Vienna,  pronounced  this  trade  to  be  the 
scourge  of  Africa,  the  disgi'ace  and  aflBiction  of 
both  Europe  and  America.  Yet  the  papers 
lying  before  me  disclose  the  melancholy  fact, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  active  and  zealous 
efforts  of  Great  Britain  and  America  to  sup- 
press this  iniquitous  traffic,  seconded,  as  those 
efforts  had  been,  by  the  treaties  of  the  former 
with  three  of  the  principal  maritime  powers  of 
Europe,  the  African  slave  trade  continues  to 


spread  its  ravages  over  that  much-injured  con- 
tinent ;  increasing  annually,  both  in  extent  and 
malignity.  Since  this  trade  has  been  condemn- 
ed by  the  moral  feelings  of  all  Christendom,  it 
has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  most  daring  and 
hardened  adventurers.  Shielded  from  search, 
by  the  maxims  of  public  law,  no  efforts  of  the 
maritime  power  of  England  and  America  can 
overtake  or  punish  them.  So  long  as  the 
right  of  common  search  and  punishment  is  with- 
held, so  long  may  the  flag  of  a  single  State  cov- 
er this  detestable  commerce.  Indeed,  the  par- 
tial restraints  now  imposed  upon  this  traffic,  by 
enhancing  its  profit  and  its  danger,  serve  only 
to  whet  the  cupidity  of  avarice,  and  to  augment 
the  sufferings  of  its  victims.  The  hearf;  recoils 
with  horror  from  the  narratives  of  cruelty  and 
guilt  recounted  in  the  volumes  before  me. 
From  two  African  rivers — the  Bonny  and  the 
Calabar — ^both  emptying  into  the  Atlantic, 
north  of  the  line ;  from  a  very  small  portion  of 
an  extensive  coast,  to  the  whole  of  which  the 
slave  trade  has  been  interdicted,  by  the  united 
voice  of  all  Europe,  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
cargoes  of  human  beings  have  been  transported 
in  a  single  year  !  Of  these  one-third  are  sup- 
posed to  have  perished  in  the  middle  pas- 
sage !  The  mixed  commission  courts  of  Great 
Britain  and  her  allies  have  not,  from  their  first 
institution  down  to  the  present  period,  pro- 
nounced more  than  twenty  sentences  of  con- 
demnation on  the  numerous  vessels  engaged  in 
this  traffic ;  and  the  court  estabhshed  at  the 
great  slave  mart  of  Cuba,  not  one ! 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  volumes  before  me  abound 
with  unquestionable  evidence  of  the  deplorable 
extent  to  which  these  horrible  cargoes  are  smug- 
gled into  our  Southern  States.  This  evidence 
consists  of  numerous  letters  from  the  custom- 
house officers  of  the  United  States,  the  faithful 
though  ineffectual  agents  of  our  laws  for  the 
exclusion  of  this  forbidden,  impolitic,  and  guilty 
commerce.  Their  testimony  is  confirmed,  in 
my  knowledge,  as  it  must  be  in  that  of  an  hon- 
orable colleague  of  mine  in  my  eye,  (Mr.  Floyd,) 
by  what  another  honorable  member,  now  a  Min- 
ister abroad,  (Mr.  Middleton,  of  South  Carolina,) 
declared  five  years  ago  to  be  his  belief^  that  not 
less  than  thirteen  thousand  African  negroes 
were  annually  smuggled  into  the  Southern 
States.  Within  a  few  days  past,  I  have  been 
informed,  by  the  highly  respectable  represent- 
ative of  the  most  remote  of  these  States,  (Mr. 
Johnston,  of  Louisiaha,)  that  numerous  in- 
stances have  more  recently  occurred  of  the  illi- 
cit introduction  of  this  population,  through 
Galveslon,  and  the  adjacent  shores,  into  the 
Territory  of  Louisiana.  If  the  United  States, 
and  especially  the  Southern  States  of  this 
Union,  were  exposed  to  the  hazard  of  having 
their  settled  and  salutary  policy  baffled  by  the 
cupidity  of  these  daring  adventurers,  before  the 
recent  acquisition  of  Florida,  how  greatly  is  that 
hazard  augmented  by  a  sea-coast,  without  in- 
habitants, of  great  extent,  bordered  by  numer- 
ous islands,  indented  by  many  commodious  in- 
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lets,  and  immediately  opposite  to  the  great  slave 
market  of  the  West  Indies.  To  guard  a  coast 
like  this,  whole  squadrons  of  revenue  cutters, 
and  armies  of  custom-house  ofl&cers,  would 
prove  ineffectual.  An  hour  or  two,  or  at  most 
a  single  night,  suflSices  to  perfect  one  of  these 
iniquitous  enterprises.  The  unfortunate  cap- 
tives are  landed,  conveyed  into  the  interior,  and 
"  no  mention  of  them  more  is  made."  They 
are  consigned  to  hereditary  slavery ;  and  to  the 
desolation  of  the  country  from  which  they  have 
heen  torn,  is  added  the  curse  of  that  which 
receives  them. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  M.,  the  United  States  cannot  he 
insensible  of  the  danger  of  inundating,  with  new 
floods  of  black  population,  not  only  the  exten- 
sive and  numerous  islands  on  their  southern 
border,  but  their  own  territory.  A  danger 
greatly  enhanced  by  the  rapid  increase,  in  their 
own  bosom,  of  a  third  caste,  midway  between 
the  slave  and  the  white  population  of  the  South, 
and  alike  pernicious  to  the  happiness  of  both. 
As  I  advance,  said  Mr.  M.,  new  views  of  the 
malignity  of  this  growing  evU  crowd  upon  my 
imagination,  and  I  perceive  it  to  be  necessary 
to  recollect  the  pledge  with  which  I  set  out  in 
this  argument.  I  wiU  but  add,  that  it  is  not 
less  the  interest  of  the  European  colonies  in  the 
West  Indies,  than  our  own,  to  arrest  this  cruel, 
this  unnecessary  traffic.  Wherever  it  has  been 
partially  suspended,  as  in  the  United  States, 
and  the  British  West  Indies,  this  species  of 
labor,  fostered  by  better  treatment,  multiplied 
but  too  rapidly  by  its  natural  resources ;  while 
in  the  island  of  Guadaloupe,  a  census  lately 
repeated,  after  a  short  interval  of  ten  years, 
affords  the  horrible  result,  that,  of  a  population 
of  little  more  than  one  hundred  thousand,  not- 
withstanding aU  the  accessions  from  foreign 
importation,  there  has  been  a  declension  of 
fifteen  thousand  souls  1  A  fact  which  must 
sound  an  audible  appeal  to  the  humanity  of  the 
hardest  heart. 

Having  seen  that  the  root  of  all  these  calamities 
cannot  be  eradicated  by  the  means  which  have 
been  hitherto  employed,  either  by  others,  or 
ourselves ;  that  our  own  flag  has  disappeared 
from  the  African  coast,  only  to  give  place  to 
that  of  other  nations,  by  whom  this  trade  is 
alike  forbidden;  that  the  occasional  vessel 
which  we  despatch  for  that  desolated  land, 
carries  with  it,  under  the  late  instructions  of  our 
Government,  no  authority  competent  to  the  ex- 
ecution of  our  own  purpose ;  and  that  no  meas- 
ure of  an  internal  policy  can  shield  us  from  that 
share  of  the  general  calamity  resulting  from 
this  traflio,  which  falls  peculiarly  on  our  own 
country ;  allow  me,  said  Mr.  M.,  to  invite  the 
earnest  attention  of  the  House  to  the  remedy 
provided  by  the  resolution  which  I  have  pre- 
sumed to  propose. 

Let  the  African  slave  trade  be  denounced  to 
he  piracy  under  the  law  of  nations  by  the  con- 
sent of  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe  and 
America,  and  this  species  of  piracy  will,  like 
any  other,  speedily  disappear  from  the  surface 


of  the  ocean.  All  nations  will  have  authority 
to  detect,  to  punish  it,  to  hunt  it  down. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  technical  objections 
have  been  urged,  and  sneers  have  been  indulg- 
ed against  the  legal  accuracy  of  the  application 
of  the  term  piracy  to  this  offence.  Such  criti- 
cism has  no  sound  reason  to  sustain  it.  The 
law  of  nations  is  in  part  natural;  in  part  con- 
ventional. Its  only  sanction  is  to  be  found  in 
the  physical  force,  its  legal  authority  in  the  ex- 
press or  tacit  consent  of  nations.  The  consent 
of  nations  may  make^iracy  of  any  offence  upon 
the  high  seas.  In  seeking  a  denomination  for 
a  new  crime,  it  is  not  necessary  to  invent  a  now 
term.  The  object  of  classing  the  prohibited 
act  under  an  old  title,  is  to  provide  for  the 
former  a  definite  and  competent  remedy.  Pi- 
racy, under  the  law  of  nations,  is  alike  under- 
stood, and  punished  by  all  nations.  But,  sir,  is 
there  no  analogy  between  the  African  slave 
trade,  and  the  offence  of  piracy,  which  would 
warrant  the  proposed  classification  of  the  former 
crime  under  the  latter  title  ?  It  may  sometimes 
prove  a  difficult  task,  amidst  conflicting  author- 
ities, to  say  what  is  not  piracy ;  but  it  cannot  be 
difficult  to  determine  what  it  is. 

It  is  robbery,  on  the  high  seas,  without  a 
lawful  commission  from  any  recognized  author- 
ity, to  take  forcibly  from  a  vessel,  without  color 
of  law,  a  single  package  of  goods  ?  And  is  it 
not  robbery  to  seize,  not  the  property  of  the 
man,  but  the  man  himself ;  to  chain  him  down, 
with  hundreds  of  his  fellows,  in  the  pestilen- 
tial hold  of  a  slave  ship,  in  order,  if  he  chance 
to  survive  the  voyage,  to  sell  him  to  some  for- 
eign master ;  to  consign  him,  and  not  himself 
only,  but  his  latest  posterity,  to  hereditary 
slavery  in  an  imknown  joyless  land?  By  a 
former  law,  almost  coeval  with  our  present 
constitution  of  government,  we  made  murder 
on  the  high  seas  piracy.  Kill  a  man  by  poison- 
ing the  air  he  breathes — is  it  not  murder,  as 
truly  as  to  kill  him  by  poisoned  food,  or  by 
planting  a  dagger  in  his  heart  ?  Is  it  not,  in- 
deed, to  kill  with  the  aggravated  horror  of  a 
slow  and  loathsome  death  ?  It  is  robbery,  com- 
bined with  mm-der.  This  crime,  begun  on  a 
barbarous  shore,  claimed  by  no  civilized  State, 
and  subject  to  no  moral  law,  is  prosecuted  to 
its  consummation,  on  the  high  seas.  _  Every 
day,  every  hour  of  such  a  voyage  of  iniquity, 
furnishes  a  fresh  instance  of  the  crime. 

Search  the  etymology  of  this  term,  and  noth- 
ing restricts  piracy  to  mere  injuries  of  the  rights 
of  property,  or  limits  its  commission  to  a  certain 
distance  from  any  foreign  shore.  According  to 
the  most  remote  antiquity,  the  first  pirates  were 
stealers  of  men;  and,  for  the  very  purpose 
which  now  carries  the  African  slave  dealer  to 
that  continent  which  his  crimes  have  so  often 
imbued  with  human  blood,  to  enslave  and  sell 
his  spoU.  From  the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean, 
this  piracy  spread  along  the  Atlantic,  and  final- 
ly encircled  Africa  and  her  islands,  within  its 
iron  grasp.  Erom  the  very  history  of  this 
species  of  piracy,  it  may  be  confidently  inferred, 
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that,  when  once  suppressed,  it  cannot  be  re- 
vived. Other  piracies  have  their  origin  in 
transient  disorders  in  the  world.  They  cease 
and  reappear  again.  This  is  a  remnant  of 
ancient  barbarism — a  curse  extended  to  the 
new  world  by  the  colonial  policy  of  the  old. 
Let  Africa  but  once  freight  with  the  fruits  of 
her  soil  those  ships  which  now  carry  thither 
scourges  and  fetters,  and  she  will  not  sell  her 
offspring.  Let  all  Christendom  proclaim  the 
slave  trade  to  be  piracy,  and  you  will  shortly 
revolutionize  the  moral  sentiment  of  the  few 
States  who  now  seem,  not  by  their  professions, 
indeed,  but  their  conduct,  to  tolerate  this  crime. 
Public  sentiment  and  law  act  reciprocally  on 
each  other.  Has  not  the  denunciation  of  the 
African  slave  trade  as  piracy,  by  the  act  of  the 
last  Congress,  done  much  towards  the  entire 
abolition  of  that  portion  of  this  traffic  which 
then  lingered  in  America  ? 

The  time  is  not  very  remote,  when  men  of 
high  standing  in  our  country  openly  and  un- 
blushingly  prosecuted  this  profitable  commerce. 
Is  there  now  remaining  a  single  man  in  Amer- 
ica, who  would  brave  the  public  sentiment,  not 
to  speak  of  the  public  justice,  by  avowing  him- 
self a  participant  in  this  guilty  traffic  ? 

Sir,  said  Mr.  il.,  the  present  period  is  most 
propitious  for  the  success  of  the  experiment  I 
have  presumed  to  recommend  to  the  sanction  of 
the  House  and  the  nation.  South  America  fur- 
nished, and  Brazil  yet  affords,  an  extensive 
market  for  African  slaves.  Two  years  only 
have  elapsed  since  this  House  pledged  itself  to 
sustain  the  Executive  in  a  recognition  of  the  in- 
dependence of  the  Spanish  American  provinces, 
now  the  States  of  Mexico,  Columbia,  Buenos 
Ayres,  Chili,  and  Peru.  During  our  present 
session,  the  Executive  has  deputed  Ministers  to 
the  several  Governments  of  these  new-born 
empires.  The  instructions  of  these  Ministers,  it 
may  be  presumed,  are  now  preparing,  and  if 
among  them  there  shall  be  comprehended  this 
resolution,  sustained,  as  I  trust  it  will  be,  by  the 
approving  voice  of  this  House,  wiU  those  Gov- 
ernments deny  to  us  the  small  boon  we  ask  of 
them,  hiimanity  and  justice,  in  return  for  our 
recognition  of  their  sovereignty?  They  have 
all,  possibly,  with  the  exception  of  Peru,  fol- 
lowed the  example  of  the  United  States,  by 
abolishing  this  trade.  They  wiU  undoubtedly 
seize  the  first  occasion  to  propitiate,  the  good 
will,  not  of  America  merely,  but  of  all  Christen- 
dom, towards  their  infant  cause. 

Brazil,  the  great  slave  mart,  which  has  so 
long  withheld  Portugal  from  a  cordial  union 
with  England  in  the  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade,  is  also  a  candidate  for  independence ;  and 
it  may  be  confidently  hoped  that  another  year 
will  afford  sufficient  evidence  of'  her  ability  to 
sustain  it.  Should  she,  in  like  manner  with  her 
neighbors,  yield  her  support  to  our  policy,  much 
will  have  been  achieved  for  the  success  of  the 
object  of  this  resolution. 

The  Cortes  of  regenerated  Spain  have  recently 
signalized  their  humanity  by  annexing  penal- 


ties to  the  slave  trade,  next  in  severity  to  those 
denounced  against  that  off'ence  by  Great  Britain 
and  America.  Portugal,  severed  from  Brazil, 
will  probably  tread  in  her  steps,  when  urged 
to  it  by  England,  her  ally  and  protector. 

The  Government  of  France,  where  public 
sentiment  derives  activity  and  force  from  an 
enlightened,  generous,  and  high-minded  people, 
will  not  much  longer  temporize  with  the  plight- 
ed faith  of  treaties,  and  her  acknowledged  sense 
of  moral  and  religious  obligation. 

The  maritime  powers  of  the  North  early 
ceased  to  participate  in  this  criminal  traffic, 
and  have  acknowledged  the  duty,  devolved  on 
Europe,  of  rendering  retributive  justice  to 
Africa,  so  long  the  victim  of  a  cruel  and  mis- 
taken policy. 

On  the  northern  shores  of  the  Mediterranean, 
there  is  no  State,  except  those  which  I  have 
named,  whose  colonial  policy  reqtdres  the  labor 
of  Africa  to  sustain  it. 

What  the  United  States  may  hope  to  effect 
in  the  New  World,  it  must  be  left  to  England 
to  accomplish  in  the  old,  where  her  influence  is 
predominant;  and  continued  peace  yet  favors 
every  effort  of  humanity  to  improve  the  condi- 
tion of  our  race.  Great  Britain  cannot  but 
perceive  the  inefficaoy  of  those  mixed  courts  on 
which  she  has  relied  to  give  effect  to  her  laws 
and  treaties  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade, 
and,  above  all,  that  her  present  system,  compli- 
cated and  difficult  of  execution  in  peace,  must 
be  exposed  to  great  derangement,  if  not  aban- 
doned, in  war.  She  cannot  but  prefer  to  it  the 
substitute  offered  by  our  resolution,  which  is  in 
its  character  as  simple,  as  it  must  prove  in  its 
operation  effective ;  and  which  will  endure  un- 
til its  purpose,  the  entire  abolition  of  the  African 
slave  trade,  is  accomplished. 

In  concluding,  said  Mr.  M.,  I  perceive,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  I  have  omitted'  much  of  what  I 
had  intended  to  say ;  and  what  I  have  uttered, 
with  a  feeble  voice,  under  circumstances  which 
greatly  tended  to  impede  my  thoughts,  as  well 
as  my  speech,  has,  I  fear,  done  but  little  justice 
to  the  noblest  theme  that  ever  engaged  an  ad- 
vocate. 

Should  this  resolution  fail,  it  will  be  a  source 
of  deep  and  lasting  regret  to  me  that  I  have 
ventured  to  submit  it  to  the  judgment  of  the 
House.  I  call,  therefore,  upon  my  friends  from 
Massachusetts  and  Pennsylvania,  and  npon  my 
colleagues,  (Messrs.  Goeham,  Hemphiix,  and 
Plotd,)  who  have  hitherto  co-operated  with 
me  in  this  sacred  cause,  not  to  allow  it  to  sink, 
through  my  inability  to  sustain  it.  I  implore 
the  humanity  of  this  house  to  uphold  it;  I  de- 
mand it  of  their  justice. 

Mr.  Weight  said  he  rose  to  aid  his  honorable 
friend  from  Virginia,  Mr.  Meecbe,  in  his  noble 
effort  to  put  a  stop  to  the  African  slave  trade, 
that  odious  blot  on  all  the  nations  concerned  in 
it.  It  will  be  recollected,  said  Mr.  W.,  that  at 
the  commencement  of  the  present  session,  I  in- 
sisted that  that  part  of  the  President's  Message 
that  related  to  the  African  slave  trade,  should 
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be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  witli  direc- 
tions to  make  an  early  report,  that  the  subject 
might  be  brought  before  us  in  a  tangible  shape. 
This  resolution  goes  to  request  the  President  to 
endeavor  to  effect,  by  negotiation,  this  great  ob- 
ject; and,  by  a  convention  with  the  nations  that 
can  be  induced  to  agree  to  it,  to  make  it  piracy, 
as  we  have  done.  Although,  sir,  this  resolution 
authorizes  the  President  to  adopt  any  measure 
necessary  to  effect  the  object,  I  feel  it  due  to  the 
Administration,  who  feel  adelicacy  on  the  subject 
of  the  right  of  search,  to  propose  to  add  to  the 
resolution — "  and  that  we  agree  to  a  qualified 
right  of  search."  Sir,  this  Congress  ought,  by  the 
adoption  of  this  amendment,  to  take  upon  them- 
selves the  responsibility  of  this  measure,  by  their 
positive  opinion,  and  leave  it  no  longer  a  subject 
of  donbt  what  is  the  will  of  the  American  people. 
Sir,  with  what  pride  do  we  look  back  on  our- 
selves, even  to  the  commencement  of  the  Govern- 
ment, when,  by  an  article  in  that  hallowed  instru- 
ment, we  agreed  to  prohibit  this  immoral  traflac, 
after  the  year  1808 ;  and  with  what  pleasure  have 
we  seen  the  Governments  of  Europe  adopting 
our  philanthropic  policy,  and  treading  in  our  foot- 
steps ;  and  let  me  ask,  what  must  be  the  feel- 
ings of  those  patriots  who  have  examined  this 
subject,  and  have  seen  our  Government  retiring 
from  this  qualified  right  of  search,  the  only  pos- 
sible means,  in  my  judgment,  to  effect  the  object  ? 
This,  sir,  has  been  agreed  to  by  several  of  the 
powers  of  Europe,  not  less  tenacious  of  their 
rights  than  we  are,  but  our  Government,  recol- 
lecting the  claims  of  Great  Britain  to  impress- 
ment, have  feared  some  collision  might  arise  in 
the  exercise  of  this  right,  and  have  as  yet  de- 
clined it.  I  therefore  feel  anxious  that  we  should 
take  on  us  that  responsibility. 

Sir,  it  must  be  recollected  that  eighty  thou- 
sand Africans  are  annually  victimated  to  bondage, 
and  they  and  their  offspring  consigned  to  end- 
less slavery;  and  that  two  hundred  free  blacks, 
on  the  river  Sierra  Leone,  have  been  captured 
and  sent  into  slavery,  although  sent  there  to  be 
governed  by  themselves ;  and  it  is  said  that  fif- 
teen thousand  annually  are  smuggled  into  the 
Southern  States  directly  or  through  the  Spanish 
provinces.  This,  sir,  is  the  horrid  practice  of  the 
case ;  and  two  several  committees  of  this  House 
have,  at  the  last  session  and  at  the  session  pre- 
ceding it,  reported  that  "  The  President  of  the 
United  States  be  requested  to  enter  into  such 
arrangements  as  he  may  deem  suitable  and  prop- 
er with  one  or  more  of  the  maritime  powers  of 
Europe,  for  the  efiectual  abolition  of  the  African 
slave  trade."  This  resolution  was  proposed  in 
the  session  ending  4th  March,  1821.  Here  let 
me  ask  your  attention  to  the  Edinburgh  Eeview, 
of  October,  1831,  page  50 :  "  The  immortal  hon- 
or which  the  Americans  have  gained  by  their 
former  exertions  against  the  African  slave  trade, 
augmented  by  their  recent  enactments,  classing 
it  among  piratical  'ofifences,  will  soon,  as  it  now 
appears,  be  consummated,  by  their  accession  to 
the  principle  for  which  we  have  been  contend- 
ing. 


"A  report  lies  before  us  from  a  committee  of 
Congress  upon  this  point,  and  nothing  can  be 
more  judicious  or  more  enlightened.  The  com- 
mittee begin  with  showing '  that  a  mutual  right 
of  search  is  indispensable  to  the  great  object  of 
abolition,'  as  affording  the  only  security  against 
our  slave  traders  taking  refuge  under  the  flag  of 
any  one  power  less  vigilant  than  the  rest,  in  ex- 
ecuting its  abolition  laws.  They  then  advert 
to  the  prejudices  existing  in  America  against 
this  right,  founded  upon '  the  opinions  entertained 
respecting  the  practic%of  searching  neutral  ves- 
sels in  time  of  war,'  and  they  deny  that  the  two 
kinds  of  search  are,  '  in  principle,  in  any  degree, 
allied ;'  and  most  justly  observe,  that  the  unqual- 
ified admission  of  England,  that  no  right,  what- 
ever, at  present,  exists,  of  searching,  in  time  of 
peace ;  an  admission,  both  fouiided  on  the  de- 
cisions of  our  prize  courts,  and  evinced  by  the 
negotiation  itself,  ought,  at  once,  to  remove  the 
principal  objections  against  the  new  arrange- 
ments contended  for.  They  put  the  matter  upon 
a  plain  and  impartial  ground,  when  they  add, 
that  the  question  simply  is,  '  whether  such  an 
agreement  will  he  beneficial  to  the  two  nations ; 
and,  they  truly  add,  that  all  inconvenience  from 
detention  of  vessels  will  be  precluded,  by  limit- 
ing the  right  of  seizure  alone  to  ships  having 
slaves  actually  on  board.' " 

I  have  quoted  so  much  of  the  Eeview  upon  this 
subject,  nor  can  I  refrain  from  expressing  my 
entire  approbation  of  their  sentiments.  The 
report  of  the  last  session  is  substantially  the 
same,  and  I  should  have  hoped  would  have  had 
the  desired  effect  on  the  Administration.  How- 
ever, I  trust  that  this  resolution  will  induce  them 
to  adopt  such  arrangements  as  may  be  deemed 
most  effectual  to  put  a  stop  to  this  disgraceful 
trafiic,  and  fulfil  the  best  wishes  of  the  American 
people.  The  idea  that  this  measure  may  lead 
to  any  contention  between  the  contracting  pow- 
ers, I  think  is  not  well  founded ;  but,  should  this 
be  the  case,  we  have  nothing  to  fear,  and  I  hope 
and_  trust  that  no  honorable  member  will  ever 
be  influenced  by  such  an  unmanly  principle; 
but,  that  our  Government  will  listen  to  the  voice 
of  distressed  humanity,  and  unite  with  the  pow- 
ers of  Europe  in  a  qualified  search,  as  proposed 
by  Lord  Oastlereagh  in  his  noble  agency  for  the 
suppression  of  the  Airican  slave  trade. 

Mr.  "Weight's  amendment  having  been  re- 
jected- 
Mr.  BuEEOWs,  of  Connecticut,  required  the 
previous  question,  and  in  this  call  he  was  sustain- 
ed by  a  majority  of  the  members.  The  previous 
question  was  put  and  cai-ried;  and  then. 

The  main  question  (on  agreeing  to  the  resolu- 
tion, as  above  stated)  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  decided  as  foUows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Abtot,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
AUen  of  Tennessee,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bassett,  Bate- 
man,  BigeloTv,  Borland,  Breckenridge,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Burrows,  Camhreleng,  Campbell  of  New 
York,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Carter,  Cassedy,  Cham- 
bers, Golden,  Condict,  Conkling,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cush- 
man,  Dane,  Darlington,  Denison,  Dickinson,  Durfee, 
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Dwight,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of 
Pennsylvania,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Forward,  Fuller, 
Gebhard,  Gist,  Gorham,  Govan,  Hamilton,  Hardin, 
Hemphill,  Herrick,  Hill,  Hobart,  Holcombe,  Hub- 
bard, Ingham,  Jackson,  Jennings,  J.  S.  Johnston, 
Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Kirkland,  Lathrop,  Left- 
wich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Little,  McCarty,  McCoy, 
McDuiBe,  McKim,  McLane,  McNeill,  MoSherry, 
Matlack,  Matson,  Mattocks,  Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Mit- 
chell of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Virginia,  Moore  of 
Alabama,  Morgan,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Newton,  Patterson  of  New  York,  Patterson 
of  Pennsylvania,  Phillips,  Pearson,  Pitcher,  Plumer 
of  New  Hampshire,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Poin- 
sett, Reed  of  Massachusetts,  Keid  of  Georgia,  Rhea, 
Rich,  Rochester,  Rodney,  Ross,  Ruggles,  Russ,  Scott, 
Sergeant,  Sloane,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth, 
W.  Smith,  J.  S.  Smith,  Sterling  of  New  York,  A. 
Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Stoddard,  Swan,  Taylor, 
Thompson,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Udree,  Upham, 
Vance,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Walworth,  War- 
field,  Whipple,  "White,  Williams  of  Virgmla,  Wil- 
liams of  North  Carolina,  Williamson,  Wilson,  Wood, 
Woodson,  and  Wright — 131. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Ball,  Burton,  Edwards 
of  North  CaroUna,  Floyd,  Hall,  Hooks,  Rankin,  and 
Tattnall— 9. 


Satukdat,  March  1. 
Indian  Trading  Establishment. 
Mr.  Metcalfe,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Presi- 
dent's communication  and  accompanying  docu- 
ments, relative  to  the  execution  of  an  act  of  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  aholishing  the  Indian 
trading  establishments,  made  a  report  thereon, 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The  re- 
port is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  President's  communication  and  accom- 
panying documents,  relative  to  the  execution  of  an 
act  of  the  last  session,  abolishing  the  Indian  trading 
establishment,  have  had  the  same  under  considera- 
tion, and  respectfully  submit  the  following  report : 

In  executing  the  act  referred  to,  it  appears  that 
George  Graham,  Esq.,  received  the  appointment  of 
superintendent,  in  the  place  of  Colonel  Thomas  L. 
McKenny;  and  an  agent  has  also  been  appointed, 
and  sent  to  each  of  the  trading-houses,  with  instruc- 
tions to  receive  from  the  former  agents  all  the  goods, 
and  other  property  on  hand,  and  to  dispose  of  the 
same  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done,  having  a  due  regard 
to  the  public  interest. 

The  superintendent  and  agents  so  appointed,  it  is 
believed,  are  active,  intelligent  gentlemen,  of  unex- 
ceptionable character,  and  suitable  qualifications.  In 
turning  over  the  merchandise  and  other  property  on 
hand,  at  the  several  trading-houses,  into  the  hands 
of  the  new  agents,  the  oiiginal  invoice  prices  are 
charged  to  the  Government.  Much  of  the  merchan- 
dise, so  charged,  consists  of  unsalable,  damaged, 
and  worthless  remnants  and  articles,  now  of  little  or 
no  value.  All  the  debts  due  to  the  factories,  which 
have  been  created  and  not  collected,  by  the  former 
agents,  and  also  the  factory  buildings,  are  charged- 
to  the  Government. 

A.  B.  Lindsley,  the  agent  appointed  to  settle  up 
the  business  of  the  trading-house  at  Fort  Chicago, 


has  performed  that  duty  with  fidelity,  and  has  re- 
turned an  account  thereof;  which  is  herewith  pre- 
sented to  the  House. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  whole  amount  of  all  the 
goods  and  other  property  at  this  establishment,  at 
the  rates  at  which  the  same  has  been  charged  to  the 
Government,  is  $15,637  62.  A  great  portion  of 
those  goods  wore  old,  unsalable,  and  damaged,  and, 
consequently,  when  sold,  there  was  an  average  loss 
to  the  Government  of  about  fifty-four  cents  to  the 
dollar. 

The  whole  amount  of  loss  upon  the  merchandise, 
at  that  factory,  is  $6,968  37^.  An  additional  loss 
will  be  sustained  upon  debts  due  the  establishment, 
which  are  not  likely  to  be  collected.  This  is  the 
only  trading-house  from  which  complete  returns  have 
been  received.  Persons  who  are  desirous  of  purchas- 
ing the  goods  at  the  Red  River  factory,  offer  to  pay 
the  original  cost  and  carriage.  It  is  therefore  be- 
lieved that  no  loss  upon  the  goods  received  at 
that  trading-house  will  be  sustained  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

In  winding  up  the  business  at  the  Choctaw  trading- 
house,  a  very  considerable  loss  will  certainly  fall  upon 
the  Government.  (See  Mr.  Randall's  Return,  and 
remarks  upon  the  Inventory.)  From  the  testimony 
of  Mr.  Hersey,  the  former  agent  at  that  place,  it  ap- 
pears that  not  more  than  one-third  of  the  debts  due 
to  that  establishment  are  likely  to  be  collected.  The 
whole  amount  of  debts  exceeds  $12,000 ;  and,  from 
the  description  given  of  the  wretched  condition  of 
the  merchandise  on  hand,  a  great  loss  upon  the  sales 
thereof  may  be  readily  anticipated. 

The  committee  do  not  bring  into  qnestion  the  pro- 
priety of  stating  the  original  invoice  prices  of  the 
goods,  as  per  inventory,  on  the  delivery  thereof  into 
the  hands  of  the  new  agents ;  but  they  believe  that, 
in  a  final  settlement  of  the  accounts  between  the 
Government  and  the  former  conductors  of  the  trade, 
the  amount  actually  realized,  from  the  sales  of  goods 
and  property,  of  every  description,  wiU  be  the  only 
fair  and  proper  charge  in  favor  of  the  latter  against 
the  former,  except  for  property,  if  any,  destroyed  by 
Indians,  during  the  late  war  ;  and  debts  due  from  the 
Indians  to  the  factories,  and  assumed  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

In  1806,  the  amount  of  capital  stock,  actoally 
drawn  from  the  Treasury,  including  former  appro- 
priations, was  $260,000.  On  the  third  of  March, 
1809,  an  act  passed,  allowing  an  additional  appro- 
priation of  $40,000 ;  making,  in  all,  $300,000— ten 
thousand  of  which,  the  late  superintendent  states, 
was  never  drawn  from  the  Treasury.  The  whole 
amount,  therefore,  of  capital  stock,  thus  vested  in  the 
Indian  trade,  must  have  been  $290,000. 

The  law  positively  requires  that  the  "  prices  of 
goods  supplied  to,  and  to  be  purchased  by,  the  In- 
dians, shaU  be  regulated  in  such  maimer,  that  the 
capital  stock  shall  not  be  diminished." 

The  superintendent  and  his  clerks,  the  agents  and 
sub-agents,  received  annually  for  their  services,  not 
out  of  the  trading  fund,  hut  directly  from  the  Treas- 
ury, about  $20,000.  This  sum,  with  the  interest 
thereupon,  and  the  interest  upon  the  capital  stock, 
which,  it  is  believed,  wUl  be  equal,  in  all,  to  be- 
tween thirty  and  forty  thousand  dollars  annually,  is 
entirely  lost  to  the  Government. 

The  ninth  section  of  an  act  of  181 1,  to  regulate 
the  Indian  trade,  provides  that  the  superintendent 
shall  purchase  such  goods  as  maybe  required,  for  In- 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


461 


Maech,  1823.] 


Spanish  Privateeri. 


[H.  OF  E. 


dian  annuities,  for  treatieB,  and  for  presents,  and 
transmit  the  same  to  the  proper  places.  And  it  ap- 
pears that  the  goods  fiumished  by  the  factories  to  Indian 
agents,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  were  not  limited 
at  cost  and  carriage,  bat  charged  to  the  Government, 
at  the  same  rates,  as  if  they  had  been  sold  to  the  In- 
dians ;  say,  at  an  advance  (according  to  instructions 
given  at  the  factory),  of  66|  to  100  per  cent ;  and 
as  high  as  fifty  per  cent,  for  goods  of  inferior  quality ; 
and  the  whole  amount,  so  charged,  actually  drawn 
from  the  Treasury.  This  appears  to  be  a  considera- 
ble advance  paid  by  Government  for  merchandise  pur- 
chased with  its  own  capital*  It  is  said  that  the 
conductors  of  the  Indian  trade  were  generally  men  of 
integrity  and  honor  ;  not  deficient  in  talent  or  enter- 
prise, or  any  of  the  requisite  qualifications  for  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  their  respective  stations.  And 
how  it  happens  that,  under  circumstances  so  ad- 
vantageous to  the  traders,  the  Govermnent  should 
not  now  be  able  to  realize  a  sum  equal  to  the  origi- 
nal capital  stock,  appears  to  be  inexplicable.  It  is 
not  possible  for  the  committee  to  trace  the  conduc- 
tors of  this  trade  through  all  their  various  operations ; 
the  manner  of  exchanging  merchandise  for  furs  and 
peltries,  their  purchases  and  sales,  &c.,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  where  the  evil  lies — an  evil, 
the  existence  of  which  is  presented  to  them  in  a  tan- 
^ble  form,  while  the  cause  that  produced  it  re- 
mains undiscovered.  Private  traders,  without  sala- 
ries, or  any  other  support  from  the  Government, 
have,  for  many  years,  carried  on  a  successful  and 
profitable  trade  with  the  Indians ;  and,  like  the  fac- 
tors, it  is  believed,  they  sold  for  such  prices  as  could 
be  had ;  generally  regulating  the  prices  according  to 
the  competition.  Perhaps  the  fault  may  be  found 
to  exist  in  the  system  itself;  and,  therefore,  it  may 
be  useful,  not  only  as  a  matter  of  curious  history,  but 
for  the  lesson  it  teaches  to  succeeding  legislators. 
From  the  accompanying  documents,  it  appears  that 
Mr.  Graham  has  instructed  the  several  agents  to  sell 

off,  and  settle  up  the  whole  business,  by  the 

day  of  May  next ;  and  it  is  believed  liat  the  public 
interest  requii'ed  such  delay.  Beyond  that  date, 
however,  it  ia  to  be  hoped  that  the  Government  will 
have  to  expend  but  little  in  settling  up  the  accounts 
of  the  Indian  trading  establishment. 


To  the  Bouse  of  Bepreserdatives  of  the  United  States : 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  of  this  day,  requesting  information  of 
the  measures  taken  with  regard  to  the  illegal  block- 
ade of  the  ports  of  the  Spanish  Main,  and  to  depreda- 
tions of  privateers  fited  out  from  Porto  Rico,  and 
other  Spanish  islands,  on  the  commerce  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  I  transmit  to  the  House  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  containing  the  information  requir- 
ed by  the  resolution. 

-JAMES  MONROE. 
Washisgton,  March  1,  1823. 

DzpAKTMEHT  OF  SiAiE,  Mavdi  1,  1823. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  referred 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 


*  The  advance  upon  goods  here  spoken  of,  was  charged 
upon  fiictory  goods,  pnrcliased  with  the  trading  fond,  and 
not  upon  those  supplied  by  the  Superintendent,  under 
orders  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  the  same  purposes, 
and  paid  for  out  of  the  fond  appropriated  for  the  Indian 
Department 


United  States  to  communicate  to  that  House,  as  far 
as  the  public  interest  will  permit,  what  measures 
have  been  taken  to  remove  or  annul  the  illegal  and 
preten(ied  blockade  of  the  ports  of  the  Spanish  Main ; 
to  obtain  restitution  of  vessels  of  the  ijnited  States 
captured  by  privateers,  fitted  out  in  Porto  Rico  and 
other  Spanish  islands,  under  pretext  of  breach  of  the 
said  blockade,  and  to  prevent  such  illegal  and  unwar- 
rantable captures  hereafter ;  has  the  honor  of  report- 
ing to  the  President  that  the  measures,  taken  for  the 
purposes  described  in  the  resolution  of  the  House, 
have  consisted,  first,  of  instructions  to  the  command- 
ers of  the  armed  vessels  o^the  United  States,  succes- 
sively stationed  in  the  West  India  seas ;  and  secondly, 
of  instructions  to  the  Minister  of  the  United  States, 
in  Spain,  to  make  suitable  representations,  on  these 
subjects,  to  the  Spanish  Government  The  direct 
communications  between  the  naval  of&cers  in  com- 
mand of  the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  employed 
in  that  service,  and  the  Governors  of  Cuba  and 
of  Porto  Rico,  have  been  frequent,  and  successful  in 
obtaining  the  restitution  of  some  captured  vessels. 
Some  of  the  vessels  notorious  for  outrages  committed 
by  them  on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  have 
been  captured  and  sent  into  the  United  States,  and 
are  now  upon  trial  before  the  judicial  tribunals.  No 
tinswers  have  yet  been  received  to  the  representations 
directly  ordered  to  he  made  to  the  Government  of 
Spain. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

The  Message  and  report  Tvere  laid  on  the  table. 
And  then  the  House  adjourned  until    six 
o'clock,  P.  M. 

Six  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Saturday,  Ma/reh  1. 
Spanish  Privateers. 
The  House  took  up  the  resolution  offered  yes- 
terday by  Mr.  Pullee,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
he  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House,  as  far  as 
the  public  interest  will  permit,  what  measures  have 
been  taken  to  remove  or  annul  the  illegal  and  pre- 
tended blockade  of  the  ports  of  the  Spanish  Main ;  to 
obtain  restitution  of  vessels  of  the  United  States,  cap- 
tured by  the  privateers  fitted  out  at  Porto  Rico  and 
other  Spanish  islands,  under  pretext  of  breach  of  the 
said  blockade ;  and  to  prevent  such  illegal  and  un- 
warrantable captures  hereafter. 

Mr.  FuLLEE  said,  he  regretted  that  the  session 
was  so  near  a  termination,  that  it  would  not  be 
possible  for  Congress  to  adopt  any  measure  in 
aid  of  the  Executive,  which  might  be  called  for 
by  the  lawless  depredations  of  the  freebooters 
from  Porto  Kico,  to  which  the  resolution  al- 
luded. The  blockade  was  proclaimed  many 
months  since,  by  some  Spanish  officers,  without 
a  semblance  of  power  to  enforce  it,  and  with 
the  obvious  intent  of  giving  color  of  right  to 
the  indiscriminate  plunder  of  our  commerce  in 
those  seas. 

Privateers  had  been  fitted  out  at  Porto  Eico, 
during  the  last  summer,  immediately  upon  the 
blockade  being  announced,  and  several  of  our 
merchant  vessels  had  been  captured,  sent  in, 
and  condemned,  or,  in  one  or  two  instances  re- 
leased, after  being  first  plundered  and  subjected 
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to  cost,  whicli  required  the  sacrifice  of  vessel 
and  cargo.  The  most  notorious  of  these  legal- 
ized pirates,  the  Palmyra  or  Panchita,  was  cap- 
tured by  Lieutenant  Gregory,  of  the  Grampus, 
and  sent  into  the  port  of  Charleston  for  adju- 
dication. This  prompt  and  energetic  act,  which 
was  supposed  to  have  been  in  obedience  to  or- 
ders from  our  Government,  and  the  appearance 
of  the  United  States  ship  Ojane,  in  the  port  of 
St.  Johns,  charged  with  a  strong  remonstrance 
from  the  President  to  the  Governor  of  Porto 
Eico,  put  an  immediate  check  to  these  maraud- 
ing expeditions.  But,  the  Palmyra  was  releas- 
ed by  the  court  of  South  Carolina,  probably 
through  some  defect  of  the  evidence  In  point  of 
form ;  for  Lieutenant  Gregory  transmitted 
several  depositions,  proving  acts  of  plunder, 
which  would  alone  have  warranted  the  deten- 
tion. The  moment  the  release  of  this  vessel 
was  known  in  Porto  Rico,  the  marauding  spirit 
was  in  action ;  and  Mr.  F.  said  he  had  in  his 
possession  letters  from  respectable  persons  re- 
siding in  the  neighborhood  of  that  Island,  stat- 
ing, that  from  ten  to  twenty  privateers  were 
despatched,  or  in  preparation  to  renew  their 
depredations.  These  letters  state  the  cases  of 
the  Essex,  Captain  Davis,  and  the  Adeline,  Cap- 
tain Babson,  as  captured  so  late  as  the  beginning 
of  January.  The  former  had  been  plundered, 
her  captain  and  crew  grossly  abused,  and  in  all 
respects  treated  as  pirates  treat  their  victims, 
except,  that  to  plunder  and  abuse,  were  added 
the  mockery  of  a  trial  in  an  obscure  port,  where 
a  person  called  a  judge,  had  denied  to  Captain 
Davis  the  right  to  read  a  paper,  or  to  be  even 
heard  in  his  defence. 

Surely,  said  Mr.  F.,  such  outrages  call  for 
prompt  and  vigorous  measures ;  no  other  can 
afford  any  redress,  or  quiet  the  apprehension 
of  our  merchants  and  unarmed  seamen,  and  put 
an  end  to  this  system  of  robbery,  in  a  manner 
which  comports  with  the  safety  of  our  com- 
merce, and  the  dignity  of  the  nation.  He  hoped 
the  resolution  would  be  adopted. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 


The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  public  buUdings,"  was  then  read ; 
and  the  question  was  taken,  Will  the  House 
concur  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  State  of  the  Union  in  their  disagreement  to 
the  said  amendment  ?  and  was  determined  in 
the  negative. 

The  non-concurrence  with  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  in  their  disagreement  to  the  said 
amendment,  was  decided  by  the  Speaker  as 
equivalent  to  the  afiBrmative  of  a  question  to 
concur  therein.  And  so  the  said  amendment 
was  concurred  in. 

A  Message  was  received  from,  the  Pbesident 
OF  THE  United  States,  as  follows : 

To  theEouse  of  Hepresentaiives  of  the  United  States  : 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  pur- 
suance of  a  resolution  of  that  House,  of  the  30th  of 


January  last,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
containing  the  information  required  in  relation  to  the 
transactions  of  the  Commissioners  under  the  6th  and 
7th  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent ;  and  also  as  to 
the  measures  which  have  been  taken  under  the  4ih 
article  of  the  Treaty  with  Spain,  of  the  22d  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1819,  for  fixing  the  boundary  hue  described 
in  the  3d  article  of  the  last  mentioned  treaty. 

JAIMES  MONROE. 
Washingtok,  Feb.  26,  1823. 

The  Message  and  report  were  laid  on  the  table. 


Monday,  March  8. 

Mr.  Seegeant,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  memorial  of  the  administrators  on  the 
estate  of  John  H.  Piatt,  deceased,  made  a  favor- 
able report  thereon ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blaokledgb,  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Public  Buildings  was  ordered  to 
furnish  such  of  the  rooms  in  the  centre  bmlding 
as  shall  be  finished,  for  the  reception  of  the 
Committees  of  the  Eighteenth  Congress,  and 
the  additional  rooms  for  the  Clerk's  depart- 
ment ;  and  that  the  necessary  expense  be  paid 
out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hill,  it  was  ordered  that 
a  committee  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  this 
House,  jointly  with  such  committee  as  may  be 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait 
upon  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
notify  him  that,  unless  he  may  have  other  com- 
munications to  make  to  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, they  are  ready  to  adjourn.  Mr.  Hill  and 
Mr.  Golden  were  appointed  of  the  said  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Hill,  of  Maine,  submitted  for  considera- 
tion the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  House  be  present- 
ed to  the  Hon.  P.  P.  Bakboue,  for-  the  promptitude, 
assiduity,  and  ability,  with  which  he  hai  administer- 
ed the  duties  of  the  Chair  during  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  suggested  the 
insertion  of  the  word  "impartiality,"  after  the 
word  "  assiduity ; "  to  which  amendment  Mr. 
Hill  assented.  Thus  modified  the  resolution 
was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

JReorganization  of  the  Cowts. 
Mr.  Pltimbe,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judciary,  who  were  instrncted 
to  inquire  "  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  al- 
terations are  necessary  to  be  made  in  the  organi- 
zation of  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  so  as 
more  equally  to  extSnd  their  advantages  to  the 
several  States ;"  and  to  whom  was  also  referred 
the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Indiana  upon  the  same  subject,  made  a  report 
thereon  adverse  to  making  the  alterations  sug- 
gested ;  which  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

It  is  as  follows : 

_  The  number  of  new  States  admitted  into  the  Union 

since  the  Federal  Judiciary  was  first  established,  and 

the  natural  increase  of  business  both  in  the  old  and 

new  States,  render,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
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some  change,  at  no  very  distant  period,  in  the  organi- 
zation of  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  highly  ex- 
pedient, if  not  essential  to  the  due  execution  of  the 
laws. 

The  Judiciary  system  of  the  United  States,  as  origi- 
nally estahUshed,  consisted  of  one  Supreme  Court, 
six  circuit  courts,  and  thirteen  district  courts.  The 
district  court  was  held  by  one  judge  in  each  district ; 
the  circuit  court  was  formed  by  the  union  of  the  district 
judge  with  one  or  more  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court ;  and  the  Supreme  Court  itself  was  composed 
of  a  chief  justice  and  five  associate  judges.  The  num- 
ber of  the  district  courts  has  since  been  increased  to 
twenty-seven,  by  the  admission  of  new  States  into  the 
Union,  or  the  division  of  the  old  ones  into  separate 
districts ;  there  being  two  district  courts  in  New 
York,  two  in  Pennsylvania,  two  in  Virginia,  and  one 
in  each  of  the  other  States.  By  an  act  of  Congress, 
passed  February  13,  1801,  the  United  States  were 
divided  into  six  circuits,  with  a  circuit  court  in  each, 
consisting  of  three  judges,  who  were  to  hold  two  terms 
a  year  in  each  district,  and  were  invested  with  the 
same  general  powers  and  jurisdiction  as  the  former 
circuit  courts  possessed.  By  the  same  act  the  ses- 
sions of  the  Supreme  Court  were,  in  future,  to  be 
holden  twice  a  year  at  the  city  of  Washington  ;  the 
judges  were  no  longer  required  to  sit  in  the  chouit 
courts :  and  their  number,  on  the  death  or  resignation 
of  the  judges  then  on  the  bench,  was  to  be  reduced  to 
five  On  the  8th  of  March,  1802,  this  act  was  re- 
pealed, and  the  former  system  was  restored.  On  the 
24th  of  February,  1807,  a  new  circuit  was  formed  in 
the  Western  country,  embracing  the  States  of  Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee,  and  Ohio ;  and  the  number  of  the 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  was  increased  to  seven. 
Since  that  time,  six  new  States  have  been  admitted 
into  the  Union  from  the  West  alone ;  and  one  has 
been  created  in  the  East,  by  the  separation  of  Maine 
from  Massachusetts.  From  the  extent  of  the  oonn- 
tiy,  the  number  of  the  States,  and  the  increasing 
mass  of  business  constantly  depending  in  the  circuit 
courts,  it  was  obviously  impossible  for  seven  judges 
to  hold  two  courts  annually  in  each  of  the  twenty- 
seven  judicial  districts,  into  which  the  United  States 
(exclusive  of  the  Territories)  are  now  divided.  The 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  have  not,  therefore,  been 
required  by  law  to  go  into  the  new  Western  States ; 
and  there  are,  accordingly,  no  circuit  courts  holden 
in  Louisiana,  Indiana,  Mississippi,  Illinois,  Alabama, 
and  Missouri,  nor  in  the  Territories  of  Michigan,  Ar- 
kansas, and  Florida.  In  each  of  these  States  and 
Ten-itories,  the  district  court  is  vested  with,  and  ex- 
ercises, the  jurisdiction  of  a  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States. 

The  preceding  statement  may  be  considered  as 
presenting  a  hasty  outline  of  the  principal  features  of 
the  Federal  Judiciary,  with  the  most  important 
changes  it  has  successively  undergone,  but  without 
pretending  to  notice  its  minuter  variations. 

It  is  understood  by  the  committee  that  those  States 
which,  under  the  present  arrangements,  are  deprived 
of  the  benefits  of  a  cii-cuit  court,  are  desirous,  for 
reasons  not  deemed  necessary  here  to  be  enumerated, 
that  such  alterations  should  be  made  in  the  existing 
system  as  would  extend  to  them  the  advantages  en- 
joyed by  the  States  where  such  courts  exist.  This 
desire  of  the  new  States  to  be  placed  upon  a  footing 
of  equality  with  the  old,  in  respect  to  their  judicial 
estabUshments,  so  far  as  these  depend  upon  the 
United  States,  appears  to  the  committee  just   and 


reasonable.  Nor  are  there  wanting  obvious  reasons 
of  interest  and  of  policy,  operating  equally  upon  the 
Government  and  the  people,  in  all  parts  of  the  Union, 
in  favor  of  placing  the  courts  of  the  United  States, 
wherever  they  exist,  upon  the  most  respectable  foot- 
ing ;  and  of  giving  them,  in  every  section  of  the 
country,  in  the  West  as  well  as  in  the  East,  the  form 
and  the  facilities  which  may,  in  each  case,  enable 
them  best  to  answer  the  important  objects  of  their 
original  institution.  For  this  purpose,  three  different 
plans  have  occurred  to  the  committee  as  among  the 
means  most  likely  to  effect  this  desirable  object : 

1.  To  increase  the  mmber  of  circuits  to  nine,  and 
add  two  more  judges  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

2.  To  establish  circuit  courts  throughout  the  United 
States,  upon  a  plan  similar  to  that  adopted  in  ]  801, 
but  with  such  modifications  as  may  be  found  expe- 
dient ;  and  to  provide  for  the  eventual  reduction  of 
the  number  of  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  five. 

3.  To  establish  two  circuit  courts  in  the  Western 
States,  with  the  same  general  powers  and  jurisdiction 
as  are  now  possessed  by  the  circuit  courts  of  the 
United  States,  to  which  (as  in  other  courts)  an  ap- 
peal should  lie  from  the  district  courts,  and  thence, 
under  the  ordinary  limitations,  to  the  Supreme 
Court. 

Each  of'these  plans  possesses  some  advantages  over 
the  others,  and  is,  at  the  same  time,  liable  to  some 
objections. 

1st.  In  the  final  decision  of  judicial  questions,  u 
small  number  of  judges,  qualified  for  their  station  as 
those  of  the  United  States  will,  we  may  hope,  always 
be,  are  Ukely  to  prosecute  their  legal  inquiries  more 
thoroughly,  come  to  more  correct  conclusions,  and 
act  with  greater  impartiality,  unifomiity,  and  de- 
spatch, than  a  numerous,  and  consequently  discordant, 
body'can  be  presumed  always  to  do.  In  this  respect, 
it  is  believed  that  the  number  of  the  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  as  now  constituted,  is  sufficiehtly 
large  (if,  indeed,  it  be  not  already  too  great)  for  the 
convenient  despatch  of  the  important  business  which 
comes  yearly  before  it. 

2d.  With  respect  to  the  second  proposition,  it  may 
be  remarked,  that  a  similar  system  having  been  once 
adopted,  and  subsequently  abandoned,  its  re-enact- 
ment would  probably  be  opposed,  at  least  till  other 
expedients,  promising  more  favorable  results,  shall 
have  been  fii'st  tried. 

8d.  The  institution  of  two  new  circuits  in  the 
Western  States,  with  one  judge  in  each,  who,  sitting 
successively  with  the  district  judges  in  their  several 
districts,  should  form  the  circuit  court  for  those  dis- 
tricts, would,  it  is  beUeved,  obviate  many  of  the  in- 
conveniences arising  from  the  present  organization  of 
the  courts  in  that  part  of  the  Union  ;  and  the  same 
arrangement,  if  found  on  trial  to  answer  the  purposes 
designed  by  it,  might,  as  circumstances  required,  bo 
extended  to  other  sections  of  the  country,  and  thus  lead, 
finally,  to  the  adoption  of  one  uniform  system  of  cir- 
cuit courts  throughout  the  United  States.  For  the 
purposes  of  the  present  experiment,  Indiana,  Illinois, 
and  Missouri  might  be  conveniently  formed  into  one 
circuit ;  and  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Alabama 
into  another. 

Without  going  at  all  into  the  details  of  these  seve- 
ral plans,  or  even  expressing  any  decided  opinion  in 
favor  of  either  of  them,  the  committee,  in  obedience 
to  the  commands  of  the  House  to  report  on  this  sub- 
ject, have  thought  proper  to  present  it,  at  this  time, 
in  its  present  form,  not  with  a  view  to  the  adoption, 
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at  this  session,  of  any  decisive  measures  in  relation 
to  a  department  of  the  Government  so  important  as 
that  of  the  Judiciary,  but  in  hopes  that  the  subject 
may  attract  the  attention  of  the  country  generally, 
and  of  those  parts  of  it,  in  particular,  which  arc  more 
immediately  concerned  in  its  investigation ;  and  that 
the  next  Congress  may  be  prepared,  at  an  early  pe- 
riod, to  decide  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  changes 
are  necessary  in  the  organization  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  to  enable  them  more  effectually  to  at- 
tain the  objects  for  which  they  were  originally  in- 
stituted. 

The  memorial  from  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  re- 
quests either  that  Congress  would  organize  a  new  cir- 
cuit, of  which  that  State  should  form  a  part ;  or  that 
she  may  be  attached  to  the  Western  circuit,  consist- 
ing, at  present,  of  Ohio,  Kentucky,,  and  Tennessee. 
The  first  of  these  requests  would  be  substantially  com- 
plied with  by  the  adoption  of  either  of  the  above 
plans  suggested  by  the  committee.  The  other  alter- 
native presented  by  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  is  at- 
tended with  some  difficulty.  There  is,  at  present, 
but  one  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  Western 
States ;  and  it  is  understood  by  the  committee  that 
the  terms  which  he  is  now  by  law  required  to  hold, 
together  with  his  attendance,  annually,  at  the  Seat  of 
Government,  as  a  member  of  the  Supreme  Court,  oc- 
cupy his  time  and  attention  so  exclusively,  as  to  ren- 
der it  improper  that  any  additional  duties  should  he 
imposed  upon  him. 

The  committee,  therefore,  ask  to  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  and 
memorial  referred  to  them  by  the  House. 

Close  of  the  Session. 

A  Message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  concurred  in  the 
resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  notify  him  that,  unless  he  may  have 
other  communications  to  make  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  they  are  ready  to  adjourn ; 
and  they  have  appointed  a  committee  on  their 
part. 

Mr.  Hn,!,,  from  the  joint  committee  last  men- 
tioned, reported  that  the  committee  had  waited 
on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  in- 
formed him  that,  unless  he  might  have  other 
communications  to  make  to  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress,  they  are  ready  to  adjourn  ;  and  that 
they  received  from  the  President  for  answer, 
that  he  had  no  further  communications  to  make 
tQ  Congress. 

It  was  then  ordered,  that  a  message  be  sent 
to  the  Senate,  to  inform  that  body  that  this 
House,  having  completed  the  legislative  busi- 
ness before  it,  is  now  ready  to  adjourn;  and 
that  the  Clerk  do  go  with  the  said  message. 


The  Clerk  having  delivered  the  said  message, 
and  being  returned — 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  no- 
tifying the  House  that  the  Senate,  having  com- 
pleted the  Legislative  business  before  them,  are 
ready,  by  an  adjournment,  to  close  the  present 
session  of  Congress. 

And  thereupon — 

The  Spbakeh  (Mr.  Baebotib)  rose  from  his 
Chair,  and  addressed  the  House  as  follows : 

To  receive  the  approbation  of  our  country  is  at  all 
times  the  highest  reward  which  can  be  bestowed  upon 
a  citizen  in  the  public  service ;  to  receive  the  expres- 
sion of  that   approbation  from  the  representatives  of 
the  people,  with  whom  it  has  been  my  fortune  to  act 
gives  to  it,  in  my  estimation,  an  increased  degree  of 
interest ;    but  when,  in  addition  to  this,  I  recollect 
that  this  is  the  second  occasion  in  which  I  have  re- 
ceived this  high  mark  of  confidence  from  the  same 
House  of  Representatives;    from    gentlemen   with 
whom,  for  two  successive  sessions,  I  have  been  asso- 
ciated in  legislation ;  it  inspires  me  with  the  deepest 
sense  of  gratitude.    I  have  nothing  to  offer  you  but 
my  sincere  thanks  in  return  for  this  renewed  evidence 
of  your  good  opinion,  as  well  as  for  the  kind  indul- 
gence with  which  you  have  supported  me  in  the  dis- 
charge of  my  official  dntiesL     There  are  few  stations 
in  civil  life  of  a  character  either  more  important  or 
more  difficult  than  that  of  the  presiding  officer  of  this 
House.     On  your  deliberations  essentially  depend  the 
prosperity  of  this  extensive  and  extending  Confede- 
racy.    In  their  progress  the  most  novel  and  perplex- 
ing questions  are  frequently  presented  for  the  instan- 
taneous decision  of  your  Speaker;    and  the  duties 
which,  in  genera],  appertain  to  his  office,  involve,  in 
themselves,  the  highest  degree  of  responsibility.    In 
such  a  situation  to  be  able  to  command  success,  is  the 
attribute  of  no  man ;  to  endeavor  to  deserve  it,  is 
within  the  reach  of  aU ;  that  endeavor  I  am  conscious 
of  having  earnestly  made ;    and,   to  the    pleasure 
arising  from  that  consciousness,  the  resolution  which 
you  have  just  passed,  adds  the  gratification  of  believ- 
ing that  my  efforts,  in  this  respect,  have  not  been  al- 
together fruitless. 

We  are  now,  gentlemen,  about  to  close  the  labors 
of  the  Seventeenth  Congress.  I  trust  that,  upon  a 
review  of  its  measures.  It  will  be  found  by  our  constit- 
uents that,  however  we  may  have  differed  in  opm- 
ion  in  relation  to  the  means,  we  have  all  had  in  view 
one  great,  one  common  end — ^the  promotion  of  the 
general  welfare. 

We  are  soon,  gentlemen,  about  to  separate ;  many 
of  you,  perhaps,  I  may  never  meet  again.  May  you 
long  live  to  enjoy  the  rewards  of  your  past  service, 
and  to  render  others  to  a  grateful  country. 

A  motion  was  then  made  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn,  and  the  question  being  put,  it  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative ;  and  thereupon,  the 
Spbakbe  adjourned  the  House  sine  die. 


DEBATES  OE  CONGBESS. 


465 


Deceubeb,  1823.] 


Proceedings. 


[Senate. 


EIGHTEENTH  CONGRESS-EIRST  SESSION. 


BEGUN    AT    THE    CITY    OF    WASHINGTON,    DECEMBER    1,    1823. 


PKOCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE.* 


Monday,  December  1,  1823. 
The  first  session  of  the  Eighteenth  Congress, 
conformahly  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  commenced  this  day  at  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, and  the  Senate  assembled. 

PEESElitT  : 

Samuei.  Bell  and  John  F.  Paeeott,  from 
New  Hampshire. 

James  Llotd,  from  Massachusetts. 

Hbnet  W.  Edwaeds  and  James  Lanman, 
from  Connecticut. 

Nehemiah  R.  Knisht,  from  Rhode  Island. 

WraiAM  A.  Palmer  and  Hobatio  Sbtmotie, 
from  Vermont. 

Rtjfits  Kma  and  Maetut  Van  Bueek',  from 
New  York. 

Mahloit  Diokeeson  and  Joseph  MolLVAnra, 
from  New  Jersey. 

Waltee  Loweib  and  Whliam  FrsfDLAT,  from 
Pennsylvania. 

Samuel  Smith,  from  Maryland. 

James  Baeboue,  from  Yirginia. 

Nathaniel  MAooif,  from  North  Carolina. 

JoHU  Gaillaed  and  Eobeet  T.  Hatbte,  from 
South  Carolina. 

John  Elliott,  from  Georgia. 

IsHAM  Talbot,  from  Kentucky. 

Benjamin  Rug&les,  from  Ohio. 

James  Beown  and  Hbnet  Johnson,  from 
Louisiana. 

David  Holmes,  from  Mississippi. 

James  Noble  and  Wallee  Tayloe,  from  In- 
diana. 


♦LIST  OF  MEMBEES  OF  THE  SENATK 
Ma^/m. — John  Chandler,  John  Holmes. 
^efu>  Switvpahire. — Samnel  Bell,  John  F.  Parrott. 
JKaeBocTmseUs. — James  Lloyd,  Elijah  Hnnt  Milla. 
CoiMiecHcut — Henry  "W.  Edwards,  James  Lanman. 
Bhode  IsUsmd. — James  D'Wolf,  Nehemiah  E.  Knight, 
Yermomt. — ^William  A.  Palmer,  Horatio  Seymour. 
Mem  York. — Enfns  King,  Martin  Tan  Buren. 
Smi  Jersey. — Mahlon  Dickerson,  James  McDvaine. 
Peii7isylBam,ia. — ^Walter  Lowric,  "William  Findlay. 
iJetamara— Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Thomas  Clayton. 
Maryland.— 'Eiiynai  Lloyd,  Samnel  Smith. 
Vol.  VH.— 30 


Jesse  B.  Thomas,  from  Illinois. 

John  Ohandlbe  and  John  Holmes,  from 
Maine. 

David  Baeion  and  Thomas  H.  Benton,  from 
Missouri. 

John  Gaillaed,  President  pro  tempore,  re- 
sumed the  Chair. 

SAMtTBL  Bell,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth 
day  of  March  last;  Hbnet  W.  Edwaeds,  ap- 
pointed a  Senator  by  the  Executive  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  in  the  place  of  Elijah 
BoAEDMAN,  deceased ;  Jambs  Llotd,  appointed 
a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts, 
for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the 
fourth  day  of  March  last ;  Joseph  MoIlvainb, 
appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  to  supply  the  vacancy  oc- 
casioned by  the  resignation  of  Samuel  L. 
Southaed;  Robeet  T.  Haynb,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing 
on  the  fourth  day  of  March  last ;  Heney  John- 
son, appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  for  the  term  of  six 
years,  commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of  March 
last ;  and  Jesse  B.  Thomas,  appointed  a  Sen- 
ator by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 
for  the  term  of  sis  years,  commencing  on  the 
fourth  day  of  March  last, — ^respectively  pro- 
duced their  credentials,  which  were  read ;  and 
the  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  administered 
to  them,  and  they  took  their  seats  in  the  Senate. 


Virginia, — James  Barbour,  Littleton  W.  Tazewell. 
ITorth  CcwoKjks.— Hathaniel  Macon,  John  Branch. 
Scmfli  Carolma. — John  GaUlard,  Eobert  Y.  Hayno. 
Georgia. — John  EUiott,  Thomas  W.  Cobb. 
X«n*!icifc^.— Eiohard  M.  Johnson,  Isham  Talbot 
r«MM«se6.— Andrew  Jackson,  John  Henry  Eaton. 
OAio.— Benjamin  Enggles,  Ethan  A.  Brown. 
lAymMa/n/i. — Josiah  S.  Johnston,  Dominique  Bouligny. 
Indiana.— Jimea  Noble,  'Waller  Taylor. 
Misaiesip2>i.— Thomas  H.  WiUlams,  Dayld  Holmes. 
nUnoia. — Jesse  B.  Thomas,  John  McLean. 
jltoSomo.— William  E.  King,  'William  Kelly. 
JUUeaari.—VsnM.  Barton,  Thomas  H.  Bentoa 


466 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


Seinate.] 


President's  Message. 


[Decembek,  1823. 


Tho  credentials  of  Thomas  H.  Williams,  ap- 
pointed a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  for  the  term  of  six  years, 
commencing  on  tho  fourth  day  of  March  last, 
were  read. 

The  oath  was  also  administered  to  Mr.  Chan- 
DLBE,  Mr.  Knight,  and  Mr.  Diokebson — their 
credentials  having  been  read  and  filed  during 
the  last  session. 

Messrs.  Baeboue  and  Maoon  were  appoint- 
ed a  committee,  jointly,  with  such  as  the  House 
may  appoint,  to  wait  upon  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  inform  him  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  two  Houses,  and  of  their  readiness  to 
receive  any  communication  from  him ;  and 
then  the  Senate  adjourned  to  11  o'clock  to- 
morrow. 


Tuesday,  December  2. 

Edwabd  Lloyd,  from  the  State  of  Maryland ; 
and,  also,  Ethajst  Allen  Beown,  from  the 
State  of  Ohio,  severally  attended. 

John  Branch,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the 
fourth  day  of  March  last,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, which  were  read,  and  the  oath  pre- 
scribed by  law  was  administered  to  him  ;  and 
the  oath  was  also  administered  to  Mr.  Wil- 
iiAMS,  whose  credentials  were  read  yesterday ; 
and  they  took  their  seats  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Baebotte,  of  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  upon  the  Peesident,  and  in- 
form him  of  the  organization  of  the  two 
Houses,  and  their  readiness  to  receive  any 
communication  from  him,  reported,  that  the 
committee  had  attended  to  the  duties  assigned 
them ;  and  that  the  Pjesident  was  pleased  to 
say,  that  he  would  communicate  with  the  two 
Houses,  by  Message,  this  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ohandlbe,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  Senate  will  meet  at  twelve  o'clock  on 
each  day  of  its  session,  until  otherwise  ordered. 

Mr.  Lanman  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  Mountjoy  Bayly,  Doorkeeper  and 
Sergeant-at-Arms  to  the  Senate,  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  employ  one  assistant  and  two  horses, 
for  the  purpose  of  performing  such  services  as  are 
usually  required  by  the  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate, 
which  expense  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent 
fund. 

The  resolution  was  read  twice  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole ;  and  on  the  question,  "  Shall  this  reso- 
lution be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?  "  it 
was  determined  in  the  aflBrmative. 

Seuolutionwry  Pensioners,  &c. 
The  following  communications,  received  from 
ithe  Secretary  of  War,  were  read,  and  ordered, 
with  the  accompanying  papers,  to  be  printed : 

War  Department,  December  1,  1823. 
Sir  :  Agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
ifhe  United  States,  passed  on  the  1st  of  March  last, 


directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  report,  during  the 
first  week  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  tho 
number  of  Kevolutionaiy  pensioners  in  each  State,  at 
this  time  on  the  list,  and  the  amount  of  money  re- 
ceived or  receivable  in  each  State,  on  account  of 
Eevolutionaiy  pensioners,  I  herewith  transmit  a 
statement  showing  the  number  of  such  pensioners  in 
each  State  and  Territory  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  sum  receivable  annually  in  each  on  account  of 
said  pensioners. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &o., 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Hon.  J.  Gaillabd, 

President,  pro  tern.,  Senate,  U.  S. 


Statemetit  of  the  number  of 

Pensioners,  and  the  mm, 

receivable  by  them 

in  the 

several  States  and  Terri- 

tories,  as  follows: 

Maine 

- 

1,208 

1123,024 

New  Hampshire  - 

- 

836 

85,584 

Massachusetts 

1,677 

176,680 

Connecticut 

. 

- 

859 

87.504 

Rhode  Island 

•^ 

245 

26;688 

Vermont 

- 

1,000 

102,912 

New  York 

- 

- 

2,948 

302,448 

New  Jersey 

- 

- 

423 

44,208 

Pennsylvania 

947 

98,688 

Delaware 

~ 

27 

2,736 

Maryland 

. 

. 

222 

23,184 

Virginia 

- 

667 

67,200 

North  Carolina 

- 

. 

236 

23,520 

South  Carolina 

. 

111 

11,232 

Georgia 

- 

- 

42 

4,608 

Kentucky 

- 

. 

452 

46,704 

East  Tennessee   - 

- 

- 

96 

9,504 

West  Tennessee 

- 

. 

111 

11,520 

Ohio 

- 

- 

661 

67,776 

Louisiana 

- 

_ 

3 

288 

Indiana 

106 

10,464 

Illinois 

- 

. 

14 

1,344 

Missouri 

- 

7 

816 

Alabama 

- 

9 

1,008 

Mississippi 

_ 

. 

8 

912 

Michigan 

_ 

8 

912 

Columbia 

- 

- 

38 

4,324 

Total 

- 

- 

13,961  $1,334,788 

President's  Message. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Peesident  of  the  United  States  : 

Fellow-citizens  of  the  Senate  and 

Souse  of  Sepresentatives : 

Many  important  subjects  will  claim  your  attention 
during  the  present  session,  of  which  I  shall  endeavor 
,to  give,  in  aid  of  your  deliberations,  a  just  idea  in 
this  communication.  I  undertake  this  duty  with 
diffidence,  from  the  vast  extent  of  the  mterests  on 
which  I  have  to  treat,  and  of  their  great  importance 
to  every  portion  of  our  Union.  I  enter  on  it  with 
zeal,  from  a  thorough  conviction  that  there  never 
was  a  period,  smce  the  establishment  of  our  Revolu- 
tion, when,  regarding  the  condition  of  the  civilized 
■world,  and  its  bearing  on  us,  there  was  greater 
necessity  for  devotion  in  the  public  servants  to  their 
respective  duties,  or  for  vu-tue,  patriotism,  and  unioD, 
in  our  constituents. 

Meeting  in  you  a  new  Congress,  I  deem  it  proper 
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to  present  this  view  of  public  affairs  in  greater  detail 
than  might  otherwise  be  necessary.  I  do  it,  howev- 
er, with  peculiar  satisfaction,  from  a  knowledge  that, 
in  this  respect,  I  shall  comply  more  fully  with  the 
sound  principles  of  our  Government.  The  people 
being  with  us  exclusively  the  sovereign,  it  is  indis- 
pensable that  full  information  be  laid  before  them  on 
all  important  subjects,  to  enable  them  to  exercise 
that  high  power  with  complete  effect.  If  kept  in  the 
dark,  they  must  be  incompetent  to  it.  We  are  all 
liable  to  error,  and  those  who  are  engaged  in  the 
management  of  public  affairs  are  more  subject  to  ex- 
citement, and  to  be  led  astray  by  their  particular 
interests  and  passions,  than  the  great  body  of  our 
constituents,  who,  living  at  home,  in  the  pursuit  of 
their  ordinary  avocations,  are  calm  but  deeply  inter- 
ested spectators  of  events,  and  of  the  conduct  of  those 
who  are  parties  to  them.  To  the  people,  every  de- 
partment of  the  Government,  and  every  individual  in 
each,  are  responsible,  and  the  more  full  their  informa- 
tion, the  better  they  can  judge  of  the  wisdom  of  the 
policy  pursued,  and  of  the  conduct  of  each  in  regard 
to  it.  From  their  dispassionate  judgment,  much  aid 
may  always  be  obtained,  while  their  approbation  will 
form  the  greatest  incentive,  and  most  gratifying  re- 
ward, for  virtuous  actions,  and  the  dread  of  their 
censure  the  best  security  against  the  abuse  of  their 
confidence.  Their  interests,  in  aU  vital  questions, 
are  the  same,  and  the  bond  by  sentiment,  as  well  as 
by  interest,  will  be  proportionably  strengthened  as 
they  are  better  informed  of  the  real  state  of  public 
affairs,  especially  in  difficult  conjunctures.  It  is  by 
such  knowledge  that  local  prejudices  and  jealousies 
are  surmounted,  and  that  a  national  policy,  extend- 
ing its  fostering  care  and  protection  to  aU  the  great 
interests  of  our  Union,  is  formed  and  steadily  ad- 
hered to. 

A  precise  knowledge  of  our  relations  with  foreign 
powers,  as  respects  our  negotiations  and  transactions 
with  each,  is  thought  to  be  particularly  necessary. 
Equally  necessary  is  it,  that  we  should  form  a  just 
estimate  of  our  resources,  revenue,  and  progress  in 
every  kind  of  improvement  connected  with  the  na- 
tional prosperity  and  public  defence.  It  is  by  ren- 
dering justice  to  other  nations,  that  we  may  expect 
it  irom  them.  It  is  by  our  abiUty  to  resent  injuries, 
and  redress  wrongs,  that  we  may  avoid  them. 

The  commissioners  under  the  fifth  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  having  disagreed  in  their  opinions 
respecting  that  portion  of  the  boundary  between  the 
territories  of  the  United  States  and  of  Great  Britain, 
the  establishment  of  which  had  been  submitted  to 
them,  have  made  their  respective  reports,  in  compli- 
ance with  that  article,  that  the  same  might  be  re- 
ferred to  the  decision  of  a  friendly  power.  It  being 
manifest,  however,  that  it  would  be  difficult,  if  not 
impossible,  for  any  power  to  perform  that  office  with- 
out great  delay  and  much  inconvenience  to  itself,  a 
proposal  has  been  made  by  this  Government,  and  ac- 
ceded to  by  that  of  Great  Britain,  to  endeavor  to 
establish  that  boundary  by  amicable  negotiation.  It 
appearing,  from  long  experience,  that  no  satisfactory 
arrano-ement  could  be  fonned  of  the  commercial  in- 
tercourse between  the  United  States  and  the  British 
colonies  in  this  hemisphere,  by  legislative  acts,  while 
each  party  pursued  its  own  course,  without  agree- 
ment or  concert  with  the  other,  a  proposal  has  been 
made  to  the  British  Government  to  regulate  this 
commerce  by  treaty,  as  it  has  been  to  arrange,  in 
like  manner,  the  just  claim  of  the  citizens  of  the  Unit- 


ed States  inhabiting  the  States  and  Territories  bor- 
dering on  the  lakes  and  rivers  which  empty  into  the 
St.  Lawrence,  to  the  navigation  of  that  river  to  the 
ocean.  For  these  and  other  objects,  of  high  impor- 
tance to  the  interests  of  both  parties,  a  negotiation 
has  been  opened  with  the  British  Government  which, 
it  is  hoped,  wiU  have  a  satisfactory  result. 

The  commissioners  under  the  sixth  and  seventh 
articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  having  successfully 
closed  their  labors  in  relation  to  the  sixth,  have  pro- 
ceeded to  the  discharge  ^^f  those  relating  to  the 
seventh.  Their  progress  in  the  extensive  survey,  re- 
quired for  the  performance  of  their  duties,  justifies 
the  presumption  that  it  wiU  be  completed  in  the  en- 
suing year. 

The  negotiation  which  had  been  long  depending 
with  the  French  Government  on  several  important 
subjects,  and  particularly  for  a  just  indemnity  for 
losses  sustained  in  the  late  wars  by  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  under  unjustifiable  seizures  and  con- 
fiscations of  their  property,  has  not,  as  yet,  had  the 
desired  effect.  As  this  claim  rests  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple with  others  which  have  been  admitted  by  the 
French  Government,  it  is  not  perceived  on  what  just 
ground  it  can  be  rejected.  A  Minister  will  be  imme- 
diately appointed  to  proceed  to  France,  and  resume 
the  negotiation  on  this  and  other  subjects  which  may 
arise  between  the  two  nations. 

At  the  proposal  of  the  Russian  Imperial  Govern- 
ment, made  through  the  Minister  of  the  Emperor  re- 
siding here,  a  full  power  and  instructions  have  been 
transmitted  to  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at 
St.  Petersburg,  to  arrange,  by  amicable  negotiation, 
the  respective  rights  and  interests  of  the  two  nations 
on  the  northwest  coast  of  this  continent.  A  similar 
proposal  had  been  made  by  His  Imperial  Majesty  to 
the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  which  has  UkewisB 
been  acceded  to.  The  Government  of  the  United 
States  has  been  desirous,  by  this  friendly  proceeding, 
of  manifesting  the  great  value  which  they  have  in- 
variably attached  to  the  friendship  of  the  Emperor, 
and  their  solicitude  to  cultivate  the  best  understand- 
ing with  his  Government.  In  the  discussions  to 
which  this  interest  has  given  rise,  and  in  the  arrange- 
ments by  which  they  may  terminate,  the  occasion 
has  been  judged  proper  for  asserting,  as  a  principle 
in  which  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  United  States 
are  involved,  that  the  American  continents,  by  the 
free  and  independent  condition  which  they  have  as- 
sumed and  maintain;  are  henceforth  not  to  be  consid- 
ered as  subjects  for  future  colonization  by  any  Europe- 
an power. 

Since  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the 
commissioners  and  arbitrators  for  ascertaining  and 
determining  the  amount  of  indemnification  which 
may  be  due  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  under 
the  decision  of  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
Russia,  in  conformity  to  the  convention  concluded  at 
St.  Petersburg,  on  the  twelfth  of  July,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  have  assembled  in 
this  city,  and  organized  themselves  as  a  board  for 
the  performance  of  the  duties  assigned  to  them  by 
that  treaty.  The  commission  constituted  under  the 
eleventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  twenty-second  Feb- 
ruary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen, 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  is  also  in  ses- 
sion here ;  and  as  the  term  of  three  years,  limited  by 
the  treaty  for  the  execution  of  the  trust,  will  expire 
before  the  period  of  the  next  regular  meeting  of  Con- 
gress, the  attention  of  the  Legislature  will  be  drawn 
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to  the  measures  which  may  be  necessary  to  accom- 
plish the  objects  for  which  the  commission  was  in. 
stituted. 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Eepresentatlves,  adopted  at  their  last  session,  instruc- 
tions have  been  given  to  all  the  Ministers  of  the 
United  States  accredited  to  the  powers  of  Europe  and 
America,  to  propose  the  proscription  of  the  African 
slave  trade,  by  classing  it  under  the  denomination, 
and  inflicting  on  its  perpetrators  the  punishment  of 
piracy.  Should  this  proposal  be  acceded  to,  it  is  not 
doubted  that  this  odious  and  criminal  practice  will  be 
promptly  and  entirely  suppressed.  It  is  earnestly 
hoped  that  it  will  be  acceded  to,  from  a  firm  belief 
that  it  is  the  most  effectual  expedient  that  can  be 
adopted  for  the  purpose. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  recent  war  between 
France  and  Spain,  it  was  declared  by  the  French 
Government  that  it  would  grant  no  commission  to 
privateers,  and  that  neither  the  commerce  of  Spain 
herself,  nor  of  neutral  nations,  should  be  molested  by 
the  naval  force  of  France,  except  in  the  breach  of  a 
lawful  blockade.  This  declaration,  which  appears 
to  have  been  faithfully  carried  into  effect,  concurring 
with  principles  proclaimed  and  cherished  by  the 
United  States,  from  the  first  establishment  of  their 
independence,  suggested  the  hope  that  the  time  had 
arrived  when  the  proposal  for  adopting  it  as  a  per- 
manent and  invariable  rule  in  all  future  maritime 
wars  might  meet  the  favorable  consideration  of  the 
great  European  powers.  Instructions  have  accord- 
ingly been  given  to  our  Ministers  with  France,  Eus- 
aia,  and  Great  Britain,  to  make  those  proposals  to 
their  respective  Governments ;  and,  when  the  friends 
of  humanity  reflect  on  the  essential  amelioration  to 
the  condition  of  the  human  race,  which  would  result 
from  the  abolition  of  private  war  on  the  sea,  and  on 
the  great  facility  by  which  it  might  be  accomplished, 
requiring  only  the  consent  of  a  few  sovereigns,  an 
earnest  hope  is  indulged  that  these  overtures  will 
meet  with  an  attention,  animated  by  the  spirit  in 
which  they  were  made,  and  that  they  will  ultimately 
be  successful. 

The  Minister  appointed  to  Spain  proceeded,  soon 
after  his  appointment,  for  Cadiz,  the  residence  of  the 
sovereign  to  whom  he  was  accredited.  In  approach- 
ing that  port,  the  frigate  which  conveyed  him  was 
warned  off  by  the  commander  of  the  French  squad- 
ron, by  which  it  was  blockaded,  and  not  permitted 
to_  enter,  although  apprised,  by  the  captain  of  the 
frigate,  of  the  public  character  of  the  person  whom  he 
had  on  board,  the  landing  of  whom  was  the  sole  ob- 
ject of  his  proposed  entry.  This  act,  being  consider- 
ed an  infringement  of  the  rights  of  ambassadors  and 
of  nations,  will  form  a  just  cause  of  complaint  to  the 
Government  of  France,  against  the  officer  by  whom  it 
was  committed. 

The  actual  condition  of  the  public  finances  more 
than  realizes  the  favorable  anticipations  that  were  en- 
tertained of  it  at  the  opening  of  the  last  session  of 
Congress.  On  the  first  of  January  there  was  a  bal- 
ance in  the  Treasury  of  four  millions  two  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  dollars  and  fifty-five  cents,  From  that  time  to 
the  thirtieth  of  September,  the  receipts  amounted  to 
upwards  of  sixteen  millions  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  and  the  expenditures  to  eleven  millions  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  During  the  fourth  quar- 
ter of  the  year,  it  is  estimated  that  the  receipts  will 
at  least  equal  the  expenditures,  and  that  there  will 


remain  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  first  day  of  Janna 
next,  a  surplus  of  nearly  nine  millions  of  dollars. 

On  the  first  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  a 
twenty-five,  a  large  amount  of  the  war  dejbt,  and 
part  of  the  Revolutionary  debt,  become  redeemah 
Additional  portions  of  the  former  will  continue 
become  redeemable,  annually,  until  the  year  eightei 
hundred  and  thirty-five.  It  is  believed,  howeve 
that,  if  the  United  States  remain  at  peace,  the  who 
of  that  debt  may  be  redeemed  by  the  ordinary  rev 
nue  of  those  years,  during  that  period,  under  the  pn 
vision  of  the  act  of  March  third,  eighteen  hundri 
and  seventeen,  creating  the  Sinking  Fund;  and  i 
that  case  the  only  part  of  the  debt  ftat  will  remaii 
after  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-five,  wi 
be  the  seven  millions  of  five  per  cent,  stock  subscril 
ed  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  thre 
per  cent.  Kevolutionaiy  debt,  amounting  to  thirtee 
millions  two  hundred  and  ninety-six  thousand  an 
ninety-nine  dollars  and  six  cents,  both  of  which  ai 
redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Government. 

The  state  of  the  Army,  and  its  organization  an 
discipline,  has  been  gradually  improving  for  severs 
years,  and  has  now  attained  a  high  degree  of  perfec 
tion.  The  military  disbursements  have  been  regn 
larly  made,  and  the  accounts  regularly  and  promptl' 
rendered  for  settlement.  The  supplies  of  various  de' 
scriptions  have  been  of  good  quality,  and  regnlarl' 
issued  at  all  of  the  posts.  A  system  of  economy  an! 
accountability  has  been  introduced  into  every  brand 
of  the  service,  which  admits  of  little  additional  im 
provement.  This  desirable  state  has  been  attainei 
by  the  act  reorganizing  the  staff  of  the  .Army,  pas8e( 
on  the  fourteenth  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  anc 
eighteen. 

The  moneys  appropriated  for  fortifications  havf 
been  regularly  and  economically  applied,  and  all  thf 
works  advanced  as  rapidly  as  the  amount  appropri- 
ated would  admit.  Three  important  works  will  bi 
completed  in  the  course  of  the  year ;  that  is.  Fori 
Washington,  Fort  Delaware,  and  the  fort  at  the  Kig- 
olets,  in  Louisiana. 

The  Board  of  Engineers,  and  the  Topographical 
corps,  have  been  in  constant  and  active  service,  ii 
surveying  the  coast,  and  projecting  the  works  neces- 
sary for  its  defence. 

The  Military  Academy  has  attained  a  degree  ol 
perfection  in  its  discipline  and  instruction,  equal,  i( 
is  believed,  to  any  institution  of  its  kind  in  anj 
country. 

The  money  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  Ord- 
nance Department  has  been  regularly  and  economi- 
cally applied.  The  fabrication  of  arms  at  the  nation- 
al armories,  and  by  contract  with  the  department, 
has  been  gradually  improving  in  quality  and  cheap- 
ness. It  is  believed  that  their  quality  is  now  such  as 
to  admit  of  but  Uttle  improvement. 

The  completion  of  the  fortifications  renders  ii 
necessary  that  there  should  be  a  suitable  appropria 
tion  for  the  purpose  of  fabricating  the  cannon  anc 
cai-riages  necessary  for  those  works. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  five  thousand  dollar 
for  exploring  the  Western  waters  for  the  location  of 
a  site  for  a  Western  armory,  a  commission  was  in 
stituted,  consisting  of  Colonel  McEee,  Colonel  Lee 
and  Captain  Talcott,  who  have  been  engaged  in  ex 
ploring  the  country.  They  have  not  yet  reporto 
the  result  of  their  labors,  but  it  is  believed  that  the; 
will  be  prepared  to  do  it  at  an  early  part  of  the  ses 
siou  of  Congress. 
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During  the  month  of  June  last,  General  Ashley 
and  his  party,  who  were  trading  under  a  license 
from  the  Government,  were  attacked  hy  the  Rica- 
rees  while  peaceably  trading  with  the  Indians,  at 
their  request.  Several  of  the  party  were  killed 
and  wounded,  and  their  property  taken  or  de- 
stroyed. 

Colonel  Leavenworth,  who  commanded  Fort  At- 
kinson, at  the  Council  Bluffs,  the  most  western 
post,  apprehending  that  the  hostile  spirit  of  the  Rioa- 
rees  would  extend  to  other  tribes  in  that  quarter, 
and  that  thereby  the  lives  of  the  traders  on  the 
Missouri,  and  the  peace  of  the  frontier,  would  be  en- 
dangered, took  Immediate  measures  to  check  the 
evil 

With  a  detachment  of  the  regiment  stationed  at 
the  Bluffs,  he  successfully  attacked  the  Rioaree  vil- 
lage, and  it  is  hoped  that  such  an  impression  has 
been  made  on  them,  as  well  as  on  the  other  tribes  on 
the  Missouri,  as  will  prevent  a  recurrence  of  futm'e 
hostility. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  is 
herewith  transmitted,  will  exhibit,  in  greater  detail, 
the  condition  of  the  department  in  its  various 
branches,  and  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in 
its  administration,  during  the  three  first  quarters  of 
the  year. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  is 
now  communicated,  furnishes  an  account  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  that  department,  for  the  three  first 
quarters  of  the  present  year,  with  the  progress  made 
in  augmenting  the  Navy,  and  the  manner  in 
which  the  vessels  in  commission  have  been  em- 
ployed. 

The  usual  force  has  been  maintained  in  the  Medi- 
terranean Sea,  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  along  the  At- 
lantic coast,  and  has  afforded  the  necessary  protec- 
tion to  our  commerce  in  those  seas. 

In  the  West  Indies  and  the  Gnlf  of  Mexico  our 
naval  force  has  been  augmented,  by  the  addition  of 
several  small  vessels,  provided  for  by  the  "  act  author- 
izing an  additional  naval  force  for  the  suppression  of 
piracy,"  passed  by  Congress  at  their  last  session. 
That  armament  has  been  eminently  successful  in  the 
accomplishment  of  its  object.  The  piracies  by  which 
our  commerce  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Island  of 
Cuba  had  been  afflicted,  have  been  repressed,  and 
the  confidence  of  our  merchants,  in  a  great  measure, 
restored. 

The  patriotic  zeal  and  enterprise  of  Commodore 
Porter,  to  whom  the  command  of  the  expedition  was 
confided,  has  been  fully  seconded  by  the  ofScers  and 
men  under  his  command.  And,  in  reflecting  with 
high  satisfaction  on  the  honorable  manner  in  which 
they  have  sustained  the  reputation  of  their  country 
and  its  navy,  the  sentiment  is  alloyed  only  by  a  con- 
cern, that,  in  the  fnlfilment  of  that  arduous  service, 
the  diseases  incident  to  the  season,  and  to  the  climate 
in  which  it  was  discharged,  have  deprived  the  nation 
of  many  useful  fives,  and  among  them  of  several 
officers  of  great  promise. 

Although  our  expedition,  co-operating  with  an  in- 
vigorated administration  of  the  government  of  the 
Island  of  Cuba,  and  with  the  corresponding  active 
exertions  of  a  British  naval  force  in  the  same  seas, 
have  almost  entirely  destroyed  the  unlicensed  piracies 
from  that  island,  the  success  of  our  exertions  has 
not  been  equally  effectual  to  suppress  the  same  crime 
under  other  pretences  and  colors,  in  the  neighboring 
island  of  Porto  Kico.     They  have  been  committed 


there  under  the  abusive  issue  of  Spanish  commis- 
sions. At  an  early  period  of  the  present  year,  re- 
monstrances were  made  to  the  Governor  of  that  isl- 
and, by  an  agent  who  was  sent  for  the  purpose, 
against  those  outrages  on  the  peaceful  commerce  of 
the  United  States,  of  which  many  had  occurred. 
That  officer,  professing  his  own  want  of  authority  to 
make  satisfaction  for  our  just  complaints,  answered 
only  by  a  reference  of  them  to  the  Government  of 
Spain.  The  Minister  of  the  United  States  to  that 
Court  was  specially  instructed  to  urge  Ifce  necessity 
of  the  immediate  and  effectual  interposition  of  that 
Government,  directing  restirotion  and  indemnity  for 
wrongs  already  committed,  and  interdicting  the  repe- 
tition of  them.  The  Minister,  as  has  been  seen,  was 
debarred  access  to  the  Spanish  Government,  and,  in 
the  mean  time,  several  new  cases  of  flagrant  outrage 
have  occurred,  and  citizens  of  the  Umted  States  in 
the  Island  of  Porto  Rico  have  suffered,  and  others 
been  threatened  with  assassination,  for  asserting 
their  unquestionable  rights,  even  before  the  lawful 
tribunal  of  the  country. 

The  usual  orders  have  been  given  to  all  our  public 
ships  to  seize  American  vessels  engaged  in  the  slave 
trade,  and  bring  them  in  for  adjudication;  and  I 
have  the  gratification  to  state,  that  not  one  so  em- 
ployed has  been  discovered,  and  there  is  good  reason 
to  believe  that  our  flag  is  now  seldom,  if  at  all,  dis- 
graced by  that  traffic. 

It  is  a  source  of  great  satisfaction  that  we  are  al- 
ways enabled  to  recur  to  the  conduct  of  our  navy 
with  pride  and  commendation.  As  a  means  of  na- 
tional defence  it  enjoys  the  public  confidence,  and  is 
steadily  assuming  adiUtional  importance.  It  is  sub- 
mitted, whether  a  more  efficient  and  equally  econom- 
ical organization  of  it  might  not,  in  several  respects, 
be  effected.  It  is  supposed  that  higher  grades  than 
now  exist  by  law,  would  be  useful.  They  would  af- 
ford well-merited  rewards  to  those  who  have  long 
and  faithfully  served  their  country ;  present  the  best 
incentives  to  good  conduct,  and  the  best  means  of 
insuring  a  proper  discipline  ;  destroy  the  inequality 
in  that  respect  between  military  and  naval  services ; 
and  relieve  our  officers  from  many  inconveniences 
and  mortifications,  which  occur  when  our  vessels 
meet  those  of  other  nations — oura  being  the  only 
service  in  which  such  grades  do  not  exist. 

A  report  of  the  Postmaster-General,  which  accom- 
panies this  communication,  will  show  the  present 
state  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  its  general 
operations  for  some  years  past. 

A  revision  of  some  parts  of  the  post  office  law  may 
be  necessary ;  and  it  is  submitted,  whether  it  would 
not  be  proper  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of 
postmasters,  where  the  compensation  exceeds  a  cer- 
tain amount,  by  nomination  to  the  Senate,  as 
other  officers  of  the  General  Government  are  ap- 
pointed. 

Having  communicated  my  views  to  Congress,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  last  session,  respecting  the 
encouragement  which  ought  to  be  given  to  our  man- 
ufactures, and  the  principle  on  which  it  should  be 
founded,  I  have  only  to  add,  that  those  views  remain 
unchanged,  and  that  the  present  state  of  those  coun- 
tries with  wliich  we  have  the  most  immediate  politi- 
cal relations,  and  greatest  commercial  intercourse, 
tends  to  confirm  them.  Under  this  impression,  I  re- 
commend a  review  of  the  tariff,  for  the  purpose  of 
affording  such  additional  protection  to  those  articles 
which  we  are  prepared  to  manufacture,  or  which  are 
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more  immediately  connected  with  the  defence  and  in- 
dependence of  the  country. 

The  actual  state  of  the  public  accounts  furnishes 
additional  evidence  of  the  eflScienoy  of  the  present 
system  of  accountability,  in  relation  to  the  public  ex- 
penditure. Of  th^  moneys  drawn  from  the  Treasury, 
since  the  fourth  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seventeen,  the  sum  remaining  unaccounted 
for,  on  the  thirtieth  of  September  last,  is  more  than  a 
million  and  a  half  of  dollars  less  than  on  the  thirtieth 
of  September  preceding ;  and  during  the  same  period, 
a  reduction  of  nearly  a  million  of  dollars  has  been 
made  in  the  amount  of  the  unsettled  accounts  for 
moneys  advanced  previously  to  the  fourth  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen.  It  will 
be  obvious  that,  in  proportion  as  the  mass  of  accounts 
of  the  latter  description  is  diminished,  by  settlement, 
the  difficulty  of  settling  the  residue  is  increased, 
from  the  consideration  that,  in  many  instances,  it 
can  be  obtained  only  by  legal  process.  For  more 
precise  details  on  this  subject,  I  refer  to  n  report 
from  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 

The  sum  which  was  appropriated  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, for  the  repair  of  the  Cumberland  road,  has  been 
applied  with  good  effect  to  that  object.  A  final  re- 
port has  not  been  received  from  the  agent  who  was 
appointed  to  superintend  it.  As  soon  as  it  is  receiv- 
ed, it  shall  be  communicated  to  Congress. 

Many  patriotic  and  enlightened  citizens,  who  have 
made  the  subject  an  object  of  particular  investigation, 
have  suggested  an  improvement  of  stiU  greater  im- 
portance. They  are  of  opinion  that  the  waters  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  may  be  connected  together,  by 
one  continued  canal,  and  at  an  expense  far  short  of 
the  value  and  importance  of  the  object  to  be  obtained. 
If  this  could  be  accomplished,  it  is  impossible  to  cal- 
culate the  beneficial  consequences  which  would  result 
from  it.  A  great  portion  of  the  produce  of  the  very 
fertile  country  through  which  it  will  pass,  would  find 
a  market  through  that  channel.  Troops  might  be 
moved  with  great  facility  in  war,  with  cannon,  and 
every  kind  of  munition,  and  iu  either  direction. 
Connecting  the  Atlantic  with  the  Western  country, 
in  a  line  passing  through  the  Seat  of  the  National 
Government,  it  would  contribute  essentially  to 
strengthen  the  bond  of  union  itself.  Believing,  as  I 
do,  that  Congress  have  the  right  to  appropriate 
money  for  such  a  national  object,  (the  jurisdiction 
remaining  to  the  States  through  which  the  canal 
would  pass,)  I  submit  it  to  your  consideration  whether 
it  may  not  be  advisable  to  authorize,  by  an  adequate 
appropriation,  the  employment  of  a  suitable  number 
of  the  officers  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  to  examine 
the  unexplored  ground,  during  the  next  session,  and 
to  report  their  opinion  thereon.  It  will  likewise  be 
proper  to  extend  their  examination  to  the  several 
routes  through  which  the  waters  of  the  Ohio  may  be 
connected,  by  canals,  with  those  of  Lake  Erie. 

A  strong  hope  has  been  long  entertained,  founded 
on  the  heroic  struggle  of  the  Greeks,  that  they  would 
succeed  in  their  contest,  and  resume  their  equal  sta- 
tion among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  It  is  believed 
that  the  whole  civilized  world  takes  a  deep  interest 
in  then-  welfare.  Although  no  power  has  declared  in 
their  favor,  yet  none,  according  to  our  information, 
has  taken  part  against  them.  Their  cause  and  their 
name  have  protected  them  from  dangers,  which 
might,  ere  this,  have  overwhelmed  any  other  people. 
The  ordinary  calculations  of  interest,  and  of  acquisi- 
tion, with  a  view  to  aggrandizement,  which  mingle 


80  much  in  the  transactions  of  nations,  seem  to  hai 
had  no  effect  in  regard  to  them.  From  the  fac 
which  have  come  to  our  knowledge,  there  is  goo 
cause  to  believe  that  their  enemy  has  lost  forever  a 
dominion  over  them  ;  that  Greece  will  become  agai 
an  independent  nation.  That  she  may  obtain  tha 
rank,  is  the  object  of  our  most  ardent  wishes. 

It  was  stated  at  the  commencement  of  the  lag 
session,  that  a  great  effort  was  then  making  in  Spaii 
and  Portugal  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  peopl 
of  those  countries,  and  that  it  appeared  to  be  coa 
ducted   with    extraordinary   moderation.      It  neei 
scarcely  be  remarked,  that  the  result  has  been  gt 
far,  very  different  from  what  was  then  anticipated. 
Of  events  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe,  with  whicl 
we  have  so  much  intercourse,  and  from  which  we 
derive  our  origin,  we  have  always  been  anxious  aid 
interested  spectators.      The  citizens  of  the  United 
States  cherish  sentiments  the  most  friendly,  in  favor 
of  the  liberty  and  happiness  of  their  feUow-men  on 
that  side  of  the  Atlantic.     In  the  wars  of  the  Enro- 
pean  powers,  in  matters  relating  to  themselves,  we 
have  never  taken  any  part,  nor  does  it  comport  with 
our  policy  so  to  do.     It  is  only  when  our  rights  are 
invaded,  or  seriously  menaced,  that  we  resent  inju- 
ries, or  make  preparation  for  our  defence.     With  the 
movements  in  this  hemisphere,  we  are,  of  necessity, 
more  immediately  connected,  and  by  causes  which 
must  be  obvious  to  all  enlightened  and  impartial  ob- 
servers.    The  political  system  of  the  allied  powers 
is  essentially  different,  in  this  respect,  from  that  of 
America.     This  difference  proceeds  iirom  that  which 
exists  in  their  respective  Governments.     And  to  the 
defence  of  our  own,  which  has  been  achieved  by  the 
loss  of  so  much  blood  and  treasure,  and  matured  by 
the  wisdom  of  their  most  enlightened  citizens,  and 
under  which  we  have  enjoyed  unexampled  felicity, 
this  whole  nation  is  devoted.     We  owe  it,  therefore, 
to  candor  and  to  the  amicable  relations  existing  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  those  powers,  to  declare, 
that  we  should  consider  any  attempt  on  their  part  to 
extend  their  system  to  any  portion  of  this  hemi- 
sphere, as  dangerous  to  our  peace  and  safety.    Wili 
the  existing  colonies  or  dependencies  of  any  European 
power,  we  have  not  interfered,  and  shall  not  interfere. 
But,  with  the  Governments  who  have  declared  their 
independence,  and  maintained  it,  and  whoso  inde- 
pendence we  have,  on  great  consideration,  and  on 
just  principles,  acknowledged,  we  could  not  view  anjr 
interposition  for  the  purpose  of  oppressing  them,  or 
controlling,  in  any  other  manner,  their  destiny,  by 
any  European  power,  iu  any  other  light  than  as  the 
manifestation   of  an  unfriendly  disposition  towards 
the  United  States.     In  the  war  between  those  new 
Governments  and  Spain,  we  declared  our  neutralily 
at  the  time  of  their  recognition,  and  to  this  we  have 
adhered,  and  shall  continue  to  adhere,  provided  no 
change  shall  occur,  which,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
competent    authorities   of    this    Government,   shall 
make  a  corresponding  change,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  indispensable  to  their  security.* 


*  This  paragraph,  the  latter  part  of  it,  commencing  at, 
"  Wo  owe  it,  therefore,  to  candor,  to  declare,"  <fcc.,  contains 
the  doctrine  so  much  quoted  then,  and  since,  as  the  "Mon- 
roe doctrine;"  and  the  extent  and  natmo  of  which  liaa 
been  so  greatly  misunderstood.  It  has  been  generaUy  ro- 
gnrded  as  promising  a  sort  of  poUticai  protection,  or  guard- 
iansliip  of  the  two  Americas— tlie  United  States  to  stand 
guard  over  the  Now  World,  and  repulse  aU  intrusive  colo 
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If  we  compare  the  present  condition  of  our  Union, 
with  its  actual  state  at  the  close  of  our  Revolution, 
the  history  of  the  world  furnishes  no  example  of  a 
progress,  in  improvement  in  all  the  important  circum- 
Btances  which  constitute  the  happiness  of  a  nation, 
which  bears  any  resemblance  to  it.  At  the  first 
epoch,  our  population  did  not  exceed  three  millions. 
By  the  last  census,  it  amounted  to  about  ten  millions, 
and,  what  is  more  extraordinary,' it  is  almost  alto- 

nists  from  its  sliores.  Nothing  could  be  more  erroneous, 
or  more  at  war  witli  our  established  principles  of  non-inter- 
ference with,  other  nations.  The  declaration  itself  did  not 
import  any  such  high  mission,  and  responsible  attitude  for 
the  United  States:  it  went  no  further  than  to  declare,  that 
any  European  interference  to  control  the  destiny  of  the 
new  American  States,  would  be  considered  as  the  manifes- 
tation of  an  unfriendly  spirit  towards  the  United  States. 
This  was  very  far  from  being  a  pledge  to  take  up  arms  in 
defence  of  the  invaded  American  States ;  and  the  person 
of  all  others,  after  Mr.  Monroe  himself  and  hardly  less 
authoritative  on  this  point— Mr.  Adams,  his  successor  in 
the  presidency— has  given  the  exact  and  whole  extent  of 
what  was  intended  by  the  declaration.  It  was  simply  to 
establish  a  union  of  sentiment  on  this  point  among  all  the 
States  of  the  two  Americas;  leaving  each  State  to  guard  its 
territories  by  its  own  means,  without  any  obligation  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  to  engage  in  their  defence.  It 
was  in  the  year  1826,  when  Mr.  Adams  had  become  Presi- 
dent, and  had  instituted  the  mission  to  the  Congress  of  the 
Spanish  American  States  on  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  that 
he  gave  this  authoritative  exposition  of  the  scope  and  ex- 
tent of  the  Monroe  doctrine.  One  of  the  subjects  with 
which  the  United  States  ministers  to  that  Congress  were 
charged,  was  to  prevail  upon  them  to  adopt  this  doctrine  as 
a  cardinal  point  in  their  policy ;  and,  in  presenting  this  sub- 
ject to  them,  it  was  natural  and  right  that  he  should  let 
them  know  precisely  to  what  they  engaged  themselves,  and 
what  they  were,  or  were  not,  to  expect  from  the  United 
States,  in  the  event  of  adopting  it.  This  very  proper  infor- 
mation was  communicated  in  these  words:  "An  agree- 
ment between  all  the  parties  represented  at  the  meeting, 
that  each  will  guard,  by  its  own  means,  against  the  estab- 
lishment of  any  fhture  European  colony  within  its  borders, 
may  be  found  advisable.  This  was,  more  than  two  years 
since,  announced  by  my  predecessor  to  the  world,  as  a 
principle  resulting  from  the  emancipation  of  both  the 
American  continents.  It  may  be  so  developed  to  the  new 
Southern  nations,  that  they  may  feel  it  as  an  essential  ap- 
pendage to  their  independence."  These  were  the  words  of 
Mr.  Adams,  who  had  been  a  member  of  Mr.  Monroe's  cabi- 
net, and  filling  the  department  from  which  the  doctrine 
would  emanate — written  at  a  time  when  the  enunciation  of 
it  was  still  fresh,  and  when  he  himself,  in  a  communication 
to  the  American  Senate,  was  laying  it  down  for  the  adoption 
of  oil  the  American  nations  in  a  general  Congress  of  their 
deputies.  The  circumstances  of  this  communication  ren- 
der it  incredible  that  he  could  be  deceived  in  his  under- 
standing of  this  impressive  docti-ine ;  and,  according  to  him, 
this  Monroe  doctrine — (under  which  it  has  been  of  late 
supposed  that  the  United  States  were  to  stand  guard  over 
the  two  Americas,  and  repulse  all  intrusive  European  colo- 
nies from  their  shores)— was  entirely  confined  to  our  own 
borders :  that  it  was  only  proposed  to  get  the  other  States 
of  the  New  "World  to  agree  that,  each  for  itself,  and  by  its 
own  means,  it  should  guard  its  own  territories;  and,  con- 
sequently, that  the  United  States,  so  far  from  extending 
gratuitous  protection  to  the  territories  of  other  States, 
would  not  commit  itself  either  to  give,  or  receive  aid,  in 


gether  native  ;  for  the  emigration  from  other  conn- 
tries  has  been  inconsiderable.  At  the  first  epoch, 
half  the  territory  within  our  acknowledged  limits 
was  uninhabited  and  a  wUdemess.  Since  then,  new 
territory  has  been  acquired,  of  vast  extent,  compris- 
ing within  it  many  rivers,  particularly  the  Missis- 
sippi, the  navigation  of  which  to  the  ocean  was  of 
the  highest  importance  to  the  original  States.  Over 
this  territory,  our  population  has  expanded  in  every 
direction,  and  new  States  have  been  established,  al- 
most equal  in  number  to  those  which  formed  the 
first  bond  of  our  Union.  This  expansion  of  our  popu- 
lation, and  accession  of  new  States  to  our  Union, 
have  had  the  happiest  effect  on  all  its  highest  in- 
terests. That  it  has  eminently  augmented  our  re- 
sources, and  added  to  our  strength  and  respectability 
as  a  power,  is  admitted  by  all.  But  it  is  not  in 
these  important  circumstances  only  that  this  happy 
effect  is  felt.  It  is  manifest  that,  by  enlarging  the 
basis  of  our  system,  and  increasing  the  number  of 
States,  the  system  itself  has  been  greatly  strengthened 
in  both  its  branches.  Consolidation  and  disunion 
have  thereby  been  rendered  equally  impracticable. 
Each  Government,  confiding  in  its  own  strength, 
has  less  to  apprehend  from  the  other ;  and,  in  con- 
sequence, each  enjoying  a  greater  freedom  of  action, 
is  rendered  more  efficient  for  all  the  purposes  for 
which  it  was  instituted.  It  is  imnecessary  to  treat, 
here,  of  the  vast  improvement  made  in  the  system 
itself,  by  the  adoption  of  this  constitution,  and  of  its 
happy  effect  in  elevating  the  character,  and  in  pro- 
tecting the  rights  of  the  nation,  as  well  as  of  indi- 
viduals. To  what  then  do  we  owe  these  blessings  ? 
It  is  known  to  all  that  we  derive  them  from  the  ex- 
cellemie  of  our  institutions.  Ought  we  not  then  to 
adopt  every  measure  which  may  be  necessary  to  per- 
petuate them  ?  JAMES  MONROE. 
Washington,  December  2, 1823. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
were  read,  and,  on  motion  by  fir.  Holmes, 
of  Maine,  fifteen  hundred  copies  thereof,  and 
fifteen  hundred  additional  copies  of  the  Mes- 
sage, were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate.  

Wednesday,  December  3. 
The  resolution  authorizing  Mountjoy  Bayly 
to  employ  an  assistant  and  horses  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 


any  such  enterprise,  but  that  each  should  use  its  own 
means,  within  its  own  borders,  for  its  own  exemption  from 
European  colonial  intrusion.  And  this  was  in  exact  con- 
formity to  an  early  and  cherished  policy,  enunciated  by 
Washington,  and  sanctioned  by  the  public  sentiment  of  two 
generations :  "  2^o  entangUng  aUio/nces.'*'' 

The  occasion  for  the  Monroe  declaration  was  this :  Four  of 
the  powers  which  overthrew  the  great  Emperor,  Napoleon 
the  Tirst,  to  wit :  Eussia,  Austria  Prussia,  France,  consti- 
tuting themselves  a  "  Holy  Alliance,"  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  order  of  things  which  they  had  established  in  Europe, 
took  it  under  advisement  to  extend  their  care  to  the  young 
American  Eepublics  of  Spanish  origin,  and  to  convert  them 
into  monarchies,  to  be  governed  by  sovereigns  of  European 
stocks— such  as  the  Holy  Allies  should  put  upon  him.  It 
was  against  the  extension  of  this  European  system  to  tho 
two  Americas,  that  Mr.  Monroe  protested ;  and  being  joined 
in  that  protest  by  Great  Britain,  the  project  of  the  allieft 
was  given  up. 
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Fbidat,  December  5. 

John  H.  Eaton,  from  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see; Jambb  D'Wolf,  from  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations ;  and  Nnf- 
lAN  Edwaeds,  from  the  State  of  Illinois,  sev- 
erally attended. 

Andebw  Jackson,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth 
day  of  March  last,  produced  his  credentials, 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  Sen- 
ate. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lanman, 

Sesolved,  unammously.  That  the  members  of  the 
Senate  wear  the  usual  monrning,  for  thirty  days,  as  a 
mark  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  Hon.  Elijah 
Boaedman,  a  Senator  from  Comiectiout,  who  has  de- 
ceased since  the  last  session. 


MoNDAT,  December  8. 
EioHASD  M.  Johnson,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  for 
the  tenn  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  4th 
day  of  March  last,  stated,  that  he  had  neglected 
bringing  his  credentials  with  him,  expecting 
they  would  be  forwarded  by  the  proper  author- 
ity of  the  State,  and  which  he  still  supposed 
would  speedily  be  done ;  Whereupon,  the  oath 
prescribed  by  law  was  administered  to  him,  and 
he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Accounts  of  Governor  TompMns. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Peesidbnt  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  (he  United  States  : 

By  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  it  was 
made  the  dnty  of  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  adjust  and  settle  the  accounts  of  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins,  late  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
on  principles  of  equity  and  justice,  suhjeot  to  the  re- 
vision and  final  decision  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  The  accounting  officers  have,  in  com- 
pliance with  this  act,  reported  to  me  a  balance  of 
$85,190,  in  favor  of  Governor  Tompkins,  which  re- 
port I  have  had  under  consideration,  together  with 
his  claim  to  an  additional  allowance,  and  should  have 
decided  on  the  same  before  the  present  time,  had  I 
not  delayed  my  decision  at  his  request.  From  the 
view  which  I  have  taken  of  the  subject,  I  am  satis- 
fied, considering  all  the  circumstances  of  the  ease, 
that  a  larger  sum  ought  to  be  allowed  him  than  that 
reported  by  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury. 
No  appropriation,  however,  having  been  made  by 
the  act,  and  it  appearing,  by  recent  information  from 
him,  that  the  sum  reported  would  afford  him  an  es- 
sential accommodation  at  this  time,  the  subject  is 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  with  a 
view  to  that  object. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

■Washtngton  City,  Dec.  7,  1823. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  after  the  consid- 
eration of  Executive  business,  the  Senate  ad- 
joiu-ned. 


Wednesday,  December  10. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Hon.  James 
Brown,  (recently  appointed  Minister  to  France,) 
resigning  his  seat  in  the  Senate ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  the  President 
of  the  Senate  was  requested  to  give  notice  of 
this  resignation  to  the  Executive  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana. 

Election  of  Chaplains. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  the  Sen- 
ate then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Chaplain 
on  their  part. 

And  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stattghton  was  declared 
to  be  elected  Chaplain  of  the  Senate,  for  the 
present  session. 

Thdesdat,  December  11. 
Amendment  of  the   Constitution — Election  of 

President  and  Vice  President — Direct  Tote 

ly  the  People. 

In  pursuance  of  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr. 
Benton  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce 
the  following  resolution,  which  passed  to  a  sec- 
ond reading,  and  was  ordered  to  be  printed : 

That,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  each  State  shall 
be  divided,  by  the  Legislature  thereof,  into  a  number 
of  districts  equal  to  the  whole  number  of  Senators 
and  Representatives  to  which  such  State  may  be  en- 
titled in  the  Congress ;  each  district  shall  be  com- 
posed of  contiguous  territory,  and  shall  contain,  as 
nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  persons  enti- 
tled, by  the  constitution,  to  be  represented,  and  on 
such  days  as  Congress  shall  determine,  which  days 
shall  be  the  same  throughout  the  United  States,  the 
citizens  of  each  State,  who  may  be  qualified  to  vote 
for  a  Representative  in  Congress,  shall  meet  at  such 
places  within  their  respective  districts  as  the  Le^sla- 
ture  of  each  State  shall  appoint ;  and  each,  in  his 
proper  person,  shall  vote  for  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident, one  of  whom,  at  the  least,  shall  not  be  an  in- 
habitant of  the  same  State  with  himself;  and  sepa- 
rate triplicate  lists  shall  be  kept  of  all  the  voters,  and 
of  all  the  votes  given  for  each  person  as  President, 
and  for  each  as  Vice  President.  All  the  votes,  so 
given  in  each  district,  shaU  be  collected  forthwith,  in 
such  manner  as  the  Legislature  of  the  State  may  di- 
rect, at  some  one  convenient  place  within  the  district; 
and  the  votes  given  for  each  candidate  shall  be  added 
together,  and  the  person  having  the  greatest  number 
of  votes  for  President,  and  the  one  having  the  greatest 
number  of  votes  for  Vice  President,  shall  be  certified 
as  duly  preferred  in  said  district,  and  shall  be  entitled 
to  one  vote  each  for  the  respective  offices  for  which 
they  are  candidates;  but,  if  two  or  more  persons 
shall  have  an  equal  number  of  votes  in  such  district 
election,  for  the  same  office,  then  the  returning  offi- 
cers shall  decide  between  them,  and  certify  accord- 
ingly. Triplicate  certificates  of  the  whole  number  of 
votes  given  for  each  candidate  shall  be  made  out,  and 
transmitted,  in  such  manner  as  Congress  may  direct, 
to  the  Seat  of  Government  of  the  United  States,  ad- 
dressed to  the  Senate.  The  President  of  the  Senate 
shall,  in  presence  of  the  Senate  and  House  of -Repre- 
sentatives, open  all  the  certificates,  and  the  votes 
shall  then  be  counted.     The  person  having  the  great- 
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est  number  of  votes  for  President  shall  be  the  Presi- 
dent, if  such  number  be  eqaal  to  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number  of  electoral  votes  within  the  United 
States ;  and  if  no  person  have  such  majority,  then  the 
President  shall  be  chosen  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, from  the  three  having  the  greatest  number  of 
votes  for  President,  in  the  manner  now  prescribed  by 
the  constitution. 

The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes 
for  Vice  President  shall  be  the  Vice  President,  if  such 
number  be  equal  to  a  majority  of  the  whole  number 
of  electoral  districts,  and  if  no  person  have  such  ma- 
jority, then  the  Vice  President  shall  be  chosen  by  the 
Senate,  from  the  two  persons  having  the  greatest 
number  of  votes  for  that  office,  in  the  manner  now 
prescribed  by  the  constitution. 


Monday,  December  15. 
Elijah  Mills,  from  the  State  of  Massacliu- 
setts,  attended. 

Amendment  of  the  Constitution — Election  of 
President  and  Vice  President — Electors  to 
continue  Voting  until  an  Election  should  ie 
Effected. 

In  pursuance  of  a  notice  given  on  Friday  last, 
Mr.  Hatnb  rose  to  ask  leave  to  offer  a  resolu- 
tion to  propose  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  seve- 
ral States  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  so  as  to  provide  for  the  elec- 
tion of  President  and  Vice  President  hy  the 
Electors,  and  to  prevent  the  election  from  de- 
volving, in  any  event,  upon  the  House  of  Eep- 
resentatives.  The  necessity  of  some  change,  at 
present,  is  too  obvious  to  be  disregarded.  That 
some  amendment  is  necessary — some  provision 
against  this  defect  in  the  constitution — ^is  ad- 
mitted on  all  hands.  Even  his  venerable  friend, 
Mr.  H.  said,  who  had  stood  here  for  thirty 
years,  to  defend  the  integrity  of  the  constitution, 
(alluding  probably  to  Mr.  Maookt,)  yielded  to 
the  conviction  that  some  alteration  was  neces- 
sary in  this  part  of  that  instrument.  Two 
classes  of  amendment  had  been  suggested — the 
one,  relating  to  the  mode  of  choosing  the  Elec- 
tors, and  the  other,  to  the  mode  of  choice  iy 
the  Electors.  So  many  different  propositions 
had  been  offered  in  regard  to  the  manner  of 
choosing  Electors,  that  it  had  been  thought 
proper  to  waive  that  subject.  But,  certainly, 
Mr.  H.  thought  it  infinitely  more  important  that 
some  provision  should  be  made  to  secure  the 
election,  actually  and  in  spirit,  by  the  Electors. 
In  all  the  modes  by  which  the  Electors  are 
chosen,  they  represent  the  true  feelings  and 
views  of  the  people.  But  this  truly  popular 
mode  of  election  may  fail,  because  the  choice 
does  not  happen  to  be  made  at  the  first  ballot- 
ing. The  election  ought  not  to  come  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  or  the  Senate;  for 
they  are  but  the  representatives  of  the  States  in 
such  an  election,  and  it  may  happen  that  a  small 
minority  may  give  a  President  to  the  nation. 
By  such  a  course  the  country  might  be  involved 
in  great  difficulty.  The  remedy  appeared  so  ob- 
vious, and  so  immediately  upon  tie  surface  of 


the  subject,  Mr.  H.  was  surprised  that  it  had 
not  yet  been  suggested — it  is  only  to  apply  the 
same  rule  to  this  that  is  applied  to  all  other 
elections.  On  the  failure  of  the  first  balloting 
to  produce  a  choice,  proceed  to  the  second,  and 
continue  until  the  election  is  effected.  Mr.  H. 
said  his  resolution  proposed  that  the  Electors 
should  not  be  discharged  until  they  had  fulfilled 
their  commission  ;  that,  after  the  first  balloting, 
if  the  choice  was  not  made,  they  should  be 
again  convened,  by  pjjpolamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, in  their  respective  States,  or  at  the  seat 
of  Government. 

Leave  was  then  granted  to  Mr.  Hatne  to  in- 
troduce the  resolution ;  which  was  read,  passed 
to  a  second  reading,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


TuBSDAT,  December  16. 
■William  Kelly,  from  the  State  of  Alabama, 
attended. 

Amendment  of  the  Ooiwtitution — Election  of 
President  and  Vice  President — District  Sys- 
tem. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Diokeeson  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  twice  read,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee  of  five  members ;  and 
Messrs.  Bestton',  Hayse,  DiOKBUsotf,  Holmes 
of  Maine,  and  Kelly,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

"  That,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  Representatives 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  each  State 
shall,  by  its  Legislature,  be  divided  into  a  number 
of  districts,  equal  to  the  number  of  Representatives  to 
which  such  State  may  be  entitled.  The  districts 
shall  be  formed  of  contiguous  territory,  and  contain, 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  persons  en- 
titled, by  the  constitution,  to  be  represented,  or  of 
persons  qualified  to  vote  for  members  of  the  most  nu- 
merous branch  of  the  State  Legislature.  In  each 
district  the  persons  qualified  to  vote  shall  choose  one 
Representative. 

'■  That,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  Electors  of 
President  and ,  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
the  persons  qualified  to  vote  for  Representatives,  in 
each  district,  shall  choose  one  Elector ;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  the  two  additional  Electors  to  which  each 
State  is  entitled,  shall  be  chosen  by  the  persons 
so  qualified  to  vote,  in  such  manner  as  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  shall  direct.  The  Electors,  when 
convened  at  the  time  and  place  prescribed  by  law, 
for  the  purpose  of  voting  for  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  shall  have  power,  in  case 
any  of  them  shall  fail  to  attend,  to  choose  an  Elector 
or  Electors,  in  place  of  him  or  them  so  failing  to  at- 
tend. The  division  of  States  into  districts,  as  hereby 
provided  for,  shall  take  place  immediately  after  this 
amendment  shall  be  adopted,  and  immediately  after 
every  future  census  and  apportionment  of  Represent- 
tives  under  the  same ;  and  such  districts  shall  not  be 
altered  until  a  subsequent  census  shall  have  been 
taken,  and  an  apportionment  of  Representatives  under 
it  shall  have  been  made. 

"  That,  when  the  lists  of  all  persons  voted  for  as 
President  and  Vice  President,  and  the  number  of 
votes  for  each,  shall  have  been  transmitted  to  the 
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Beat  of  Government,  as  required  by  the  constitution, 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  shall  form 
a  joint  meeting,  in  which  the  President  of  the  Senate 
shall  preside,  who  shall  then  open  all  the  certificates, 
and  the  votes  shall  be  counted.  The  person  having 
the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  President  shall  be 
the  President,  if  such  number  be  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number  of  Electors  appointed ;  and  if  no  per- 
son have  such  a  majority,  then,  from  the  highest 
numbers,  not  exceeding  three,  on  the  lists  of  those 
voted  for  as  President,  the  joint  meeting  shall,  imme- 
diately, by  ballot,  choose  the  President.  A  majority 
of  the  votes  of  all  the  members  present  shall  be  ne- 
cessary to  a  choice  on  the  first  ballot ;  after  which,  a 
plurality  of  votes  only  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice. 
The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  as 
Vice  President,  shall  be  the  Vice  President,  if  such 
number  be  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  Elec- 
tors appointed ;  if  no  person  have  such  a  majority, 
then  he  shall  be  chosen  by  the  Senate,  as  directed  by 
the  constitution. 

"  That  no  person,  who  has  been  twice  elected  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  shall  again  be  eligible  to 
that  office." 


Wednbsdat,  December  IT. 
Mr.  Kino,  re-elected  a  Senator  from  the  State 
of  Alabama,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat. 


TnuESDAT,  December  18. 
Daniel  D.  TompTcina. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins 
was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  "Whole.  Mr. 
Rttgolbs,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
stated  that  this  bill  merely  provided  an  appro- 
priation of  $35,190,  which  had  been  found,  by 
the  proper  accounting  officers,  under  an  act  of 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  to  be  due  to  Mr. 
Tompkins ;  that  the  accounts  had  come  under 
the  revision  of  the  President,  and  that  he  had 
signified  his  opinion  on  the  subject  by  a  special 
message  to  Congress.  In  that  message,  it  would 
be  recollected,  that  a  further  sum  was  supposed 
to  be  due  to  Mr.  Tompkins,  the  investigation  of 
the  accounts  having  been  delayed  at  his  own 
request. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  the  bill  received  its  third 
reading,  by  general  consent,  and  was  passed. 


Wednesday,  December  24. 
Amendment  of  the  Constitution — Election  of 

President  and  Vice  President — Eestoration  of 

the  priginal  System. 

Mr.  Mills,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  to  ask  leave, 
in  pursuance  of  notice,  which  he  had  given  on 
Friday  last,  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution,  pro- 
posing an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  in  regard  to  the  election  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President.  After  the  various 
propositions  which  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Senate,  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  present 
any  project  which  should  bear  the  stamp  of 


novelty,  or  which  bad  not  before  occurred  to 
others.  He  had,  therefore,  not  attempted  it,  nor 
had  he  relied  upon  his  own  wisdom  or  inven- 
tion in  the  amendment  he  was  about  to  pro- 
pose ;  but  had  resorted  to  the  united  wisdom 
of  that  illustrious  band  of  patriots  and  states- 
men who  devised  and  framed  the  excellent 
form  of  Government,  under  which  we  have  en- 
joyed so  much  prosperity  and  happiness;  and 
which,  by  a  wise  and  prudent  administration  of 
our  rulers,  and  intelligence  and  integrity  among 
the  people,  was  calculated  to  continue  and  per- 
petuate those  blessings.  He  wished,  then,  to 
return  to  the  good  old  ways  of  our  political 
fathers,  and  to  reinstate  in  the  constitution  its 
original  provision  for  the  choice  of  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States.  This, 
Mr.  M.  said,  was  the  whole  of  his  proposition. 
It  had  met  the  sanction  of  the  enlightened  as- 
sembly to  which  he  had  alluded,  and  the  con- 
ventions  of  the  several  States;  it  had  been 
tested  by  experience,  and  seemed  better  calcu- 
lated in  time  to  come  to  effect  a  choice  by  the 
Electors  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  above 
all,  to  secure  for  ihei  second  office  in  the  Govern- 
ment those  qualifications  and  endowments, 
which,  in  a  good  degree,  fit  him  for  t\i&  first. 

Por  what  purpose,  asked  Mr.   M.,  was  the 
office  of  Vice  President  created  ?     Was  it  that 
he  might  preside   over   the  meetings  of  this 
House  ?     No,  sir.     If  that  had  been  the  case, 
we  should  be  left,  like  most  other  legislative 
bodies,  to  appoint  our  own  presiding  officer. 
The  constitution  had  in  view  that  he  might  be 
called  upon,  in  certain  events,  to  exercise  the 
high  and  important  functions  of  the  chief  Ex- 
ecutive Magistrate.     Hence,  it  provided  that  he 
should  be  voted  for  as  President  of  the  United 
States,  from  among  the  candidates  for  that  high 
office.     This  mode  of  election   clearly  shows 
that  his  business  in  the  Government,  and  the 
chief  reason  of  his  appointment,  was  not  merely 
to  conduct  the  deliberations  of  the  Senate.    The 
flrstofficer  in  the  Government  might  be  arrested 
in  the  midst  of  his  career,  by  the  arm  of  death ; 
sickness  might  destroy  his  faculties ;  the  visita- 
tion of  Providence  might  prostrate  in  ruins  his 
intellectual  powers;  he  might  be  removed  by 
impeachment,  or  voluntarily  retire  from  his  ar- 
duous duties.     In  either  of  these  events,  the 
Executive  authority  must  be  administered  by 
some  individual,  and  the  mode  of  election  point- 
ed out  by  the  constitution,  as  it  originally  stood, 
would  always  secure  to  the  country,  in  the 
second  office  of  the  Government,  the  services  of 
an  enlightened  citizen,  elected  with  a  view  to 
his  quadifications  for  the  first  office,  and  pre- 
sumed to  be  capable  of  discharging  its  high  and 
important  duties.     If  this  was  the  object  for 
which  he  was  elected,  Mr.  M.  contended,  that, 
reasoning  a  priori,  that  object  would  be  much 
rnore  likely  to  be  effected,  and  with  greater  fa- 
cility and  security,  in  the  mode  originally  point-' 
ed  out  in  the  constitution.     To  accomplish  the 
end  in  view,  the  Convention  had  provided,  that 
the  Electors  should  meet  in.  their  respective 
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States,  and  vote  for  two  persons,  one  of  whom, 
at  least,  should  not  he  an  inhabitant  of  the  same 
State  with  themselves ;  that  the  person  having 
a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  Electors  should 
be  the  President,  and  the  person  having  the 
next  highest  number  of  votes  should  be  the 
Vice  President ;  presuming,  that,  as  both  would 
be  voted  for,  without  designation,  as  President, 
both  would  be  worthy  of  the  office,  and  compe- 
tent to  perform  its  duties.  Experience  has 
sanctioned  the  correctness  of  this  theory,  and 
proved  the  conclusion  of  their  reasoning  to  be 
well  founded.  So  long  as  that  provision  re- 
mained a  part  of  the  constitution,  and  two 
persons  were  voted  for,  without  designation 
or  distinction,  the  person  filling  the  office 
of  Vice  President  was,  invariably,  at  a  subse- 
quent election  elevated  to  the  Executive  chair. 
But  since  that  provision  has  been  altered,  and 
the  Electors  have  been  called  upon  to  designate, 
by  their  votes,  a  person  for  a  secondary  and  in- 
ferior office,  other  views  and  other  considera- 
tions have  influenced  his  selection — without 
the  hope  or  expectation  of  any  further  advance- 
ment.* 

But,  Mr.  M.  said,  the  propriety  of  the  origi- 
nal mode  of  election  was  not  only  evident  from 
the  deductions  of  reasoning,  and  the  voice  of 
experience,  but  it  was  fully  confirmed  by  tlie 
prospect  of  the  future,  and  especially  by  the 
prospect  immediately  before  the  nation.  An 
election  is  rapidly  approaching ;  and,  although 
a  constellation  of  worthies  have  been  for 
months,  and,  he  might  say,  for  years,  presented 
to  the  people,  as  candidates  for  the  Presidential 
chair,  what  single  individual  has  yet  been  seri- 
ously named  to  flUthe  office  of  Vice  President? 
While  no  small  excitement  exists  in  the  public 
mind  in  relation  to  the  one,  there  was,  as  far  as 
he  knew,  an  utter  apathy  and  indifference  in 
relation  to  the  other.  What,  then,  Mr.  M. 
asked,  would  be  the  probable  result  of  the  two 
modes,  at  the  approaching  election?  Suppose 
all  these  distinguished  personages  should  be  can- 
didates, one  only  could  be  chosen  to  office ;  be- 
cause, the  friends  of  neither,  under  the  present 
system,  would  probably  consent  that  their  fa- 
vorite candidate  for  the  Presidency  should  be 
held  up,  eo  nomine,  for  the  Vice  Presidency. 
But,  if  the  constitution  had  remained  in  its 
original  form,  in  all  probability,  two  of  them 
might  be  elected — one  to  the  first,  and  another 
to  the  second  office.    You  would  then  have  a 


*  It  is  the  admonition  of  Legislative  experience  that,  in 
suppressing  one  evil,  you  may  give  rise  to  another ;  and  it 
would  seem  that  the  alteration  of  the  constitution,  conse- 
quent upon  the  long  struggle  between  Mr.  Jefferson  and 
Mr.  Burr  in  the  election  of  ISOO-'l,  was  no  exception  to  the 
rule.  It  was  apprehended  at  the  same  time,  by  some  aged 
beads,  that  the  alteration  might  sink  the  vice  presidential 
election  into  a  secondary  and  subaltern  consideration,  sub- 
servient to  the  first,  and  without  the  national  views  which 
the  ofiico  would  require.  And  after  fifty  years'  experience 
It  would  seem  that  the  apprehension  was  but  too  well 
founded. 


person  for  Vice  President,  capable,  at  least  in 
the  opinion  of  a  plurahty  of  the  Electors,  of  dis- 
charging the  duties  incumbent  on  the  Presi- 
dent, and  who  had  received  their  suffrages  as 
such. 

Amendment  of  the  Constitution — Election  of 
President  and  Vice  President — A  second  Bal- 
lotting  iy  Electors  if  no  Election  made  on  the 
First. 

Mr.  Van  Bueen,  of  New  York,  rose  and  said, 
that  pursuant  to  tBfe  notice  he  had  heretofore 
given,  he  would  now  ask  leave  to  introduce  a 
resolution  proposing  an  amendment  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  on  the  subject  of 
the  election  of  the  President  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States.  Should  the  permission  he 
asked  be  granted,  it  was  his  intention  further  to 
move  that  the  resolution  he  offered  be  referred  to 
the  select  committee  already  appointed  on  similar 
propositions.  To  enable  that  committee  better 
to  appreciate  his  views,  as  well  as  to  explain 
the  motives  which  had  induced  him  to  add  to 
the  number  of  propositions  on  the  same  subject 
already  before  them,  he  would,  in  the  remarks 
he  intended  to  make,  refer  to  those  propositions, 
and  notice  their  respective  contents.  He  would 
do  this,  not  for  thepui-pose  of  full  discussion,  hut 
only  so  far  as  was  necessary  to  mark  the  differ- 
ence between  them  and  the  one  he  designed  to 
offer,  and  for  a  brief  explanation  of  the  princi- 
ples upon  which  that  difference  is  founded. 
Before  he  proceeded  to  that  object,  he  would 
add  his  humble  testimony  to  the  justice  of  the 
remark,  that  the  extreme  difficulty  which  is 
experienced  in  every  attempt  to  improve  the 
present  constitution,  afforded  the  most  striking 
evidence  of  the  great  wisdom  and  care  which 
presided  over  the  deliberation  and  governed  the 
decision  of  those  who  made  it.  'He  would  fur- 
ther add,  that  although  he  felt  much  reluctance 
in  originating  a  proposition  of  this  character,  ■ 
he  had  not  witnessed  the  frequent  unsuccessful 
attempts  at  amendment  which  had  been  made 
with  as  much  regret  and  dissatisfaction  as  was 
expressed  by  some.  On  the  contrary,  thinking, 
as  he  did,  that  as  yet  no  improvident  amend- 
ment of  the  original  instrument  had  been  made ; 
and  believing  from  the  slow  and  scrutinizing 
process  through  which  all  amendments  must 
pass,  that  there  was  little  danger  that  any  of 
equivocal  character  would  obtain,  he  was  in- 
duced to  regard  the  frequent  unsuccessful  at- 
tempts to  alter  the  present  system  as  productive 
of  much  good,  by  strengthening  and  confirming 
the  confidence  of  the  people  in  the  wisdom  of 
its  provision,  and  by  increasing  and  perpetuating 
our  gratitude  for  the  services  and  respect  for 
the  memories  of  those  illustrious  men  who  form- 
ed it.  That  such  had  been  their  effect  he  had 
no  doubt. 

There  are,  said  Mr.  Van"  Bueen,  already  be- 
fore the  Senate,  three  distinct  propositions  on 
this  subject,  viz:  One  introduced  by  a  Senator 
from  Missouri;  one  by  a  Senator  from  New 
Jersey ;  and  one  by  a  Senator  from  North  Car- 
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olina:  to  which,  one  had,  that  moment,  heen 
added,  by  a  Senator  from  Massachusetts — the 
three  first  of  which  he  would  briefly  notice. 
The  last  had,  for  its  object,  a  course  entirely 
different,  as  well  from  the  one  he  intended  to 
introduce  as  those  before  it.  The  plan  of  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri  proposes  to  divide  the 
different  States  into  districts,  not  for  the  choice 
of  electors  of  President  and  Vice  President,  but 
to  take  the  votes  of  the  people  directly  for  those 
officers,  allowing  to  each  State  as  many  votes  as 
they  are  now  entitled  to,  rendering  the  majority 
of  all  the  votes  necessary  to  a  choice,  and  in  the 
event  of  no  election,  on  the  first  vote,  by  the 
people,  the  same  to  be  made  by  the  House  of 
Kepresentatives,  each  State  having  but  one  vote, 
as  is  now  provided  by  the  constitution.  The 
only  remark  he  would  now  make,  on  that  fea- 
ture of  the  resolution  which  dispenses  with  the 
agency  of  intermediate  electors,  was,  that  inas- 
much as,  with  reference  to  the  condition  of  the 
representation  in  particular  States,  secured  to 
them  by  the  constitution,  it  does  not  profess  to 
give  the  choice  to  a  majority  of  the  people,  and 
as  it  renders  a  resort  to  the  House  of  Kepresent- 
atives almost  indispensable,  in  the  event  of  there 
being  no  choice  in  the  first  instance,  he  was 
not  prepared  to  give  his  assent  to  it.  To  judge 
of  the  propriety  of  so  much  of  the  difierent  prop- 
ositions as  provide  for  a  division  of  the  several 
States  into  districts,  a  very  brief  inquiry  into 
their  operation  and  motive  becomes  both  neces- 
sary and  proper.  It  has  been  said  that  that 
mode  would  effect  the  double  purpose  of  bring- 
ing the  election  nearer  to  the  people,  by  secur- 
ing to  them,  in  every  State,  the  immediate 
choice  of  the  electors;  and  of  protecting  the 
right  of  the  minorities  in  the  different  States. 
But  when  it  is  considered  that  by  the  constitu- 
tion each  State  has  now  the  power  of  securing 
to  its  citizens  those  objects,  when  and  as  the 
people  of  those  States  represented  in  their  State 
Legislatures  may  think  proper  to  do  it,  he  was 
disinclined  to  believe  that  a  desire,  on  the  part  of 
any  one  State,  to  interfere  in  these  respects  with 
the  internal  condition  of  another,  constituted 
the  motive  which  induced  them  to  urge  the 
measure  under  consideration.  The  object  which 
would  be  effected  by  it  was  of  a  different  char- 
acter. With  regard  to  one  effect  which  it  was 
calculated  to  produce  on  the  different  States, 
there  was  not,  in  the  discussion  on  this  floor 
last  year,  the  least  reserve,  and,  he  presumed, 
there  would  not  be  any  now.  The  alteration  of 
the  system,  if  adopted,  can  only  be  effected  by 
consent  of  the  parties  to  the  present  compact, 
and  gentlemen,  representing  States  differently 
situated,  do  but  exercise  a  right,  of  which  no 
one  can  complain,  in  proposing  such  terms  as 
are  most  acceptable  to,  and  will  best  subserve 
the_interest  of,  their  immediate  constituents. 
It  is  well  understood  that  the  tendency  of  this 
measure  will  be  to  reduce  greatly  the  present 
weight  of  the  large  States  in  the  general  scale, 
by  subjecting  them  to  the  full  operation  of  the 
political  divisions  which  are  supposed  to  be  more 


pecnhar  to  them,  and  thereby  preventing  them 
from  bringing  their  consolidated  strength  to 
bear  upon  the  Presidential  question.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  do  this  on  the  plan  of  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri,  without  concession  of  any  de- 
scription on  the  part  of  those  States  who  would 
be  benefited  by  the  change.  To  decide  whether 
the  consent  of  the  large  States  can,  with  reason, 
be  expected  to  this  change,  it  is  proper  to  look 
for  a  moment  to  the  present  relative  conditions 
of  the  States,  on  the  score  of  influence,  in  the 
existing  plan  of  Government.  As  he  had  not, 
as  yet,  heard  any  thing  upon  this  subject,  either 
now  or  at  the  last  session,  he  would  remark,  that 
he  made  the  reference  he  proposed  under  the  full 
influence  of  those  frank  and  liberal  feelings 
which  had  characterized  every  thing  that  had 
hitherto  been  said  or  done  on  this  subject.  His 
design  was  to  look  at  things  as  they  were,  with- 
out any  other  motive  or  feeling  than  a  simple 
desire  to  ascertain,  by  a  reference  to  facts, 
whether  if  any  alteration  in  the  constitution  in 
this  particular  ought  to  be  made,  what  that  al- 
teration should  in  justice  be.  It  was  to  him  a 
source  of  great  satisfaction,  that  a  subject,  so 
delicate  in  its  character,  had  hitherto  been  com- 
mented upon  in  this  House  with  so  much  free- 
dom, and  yet  without  the  least  asperity.  It 
clearly  showed,  if  proof  of  that  could  be  neces- 
sary, that  the  objects  of  all  were  only  such  as, 
in  their  different  views  of  the  matter,  ought,  in 
justice,  to  be  obtained. 

The  great  departments  of  the  Government 
were,  the  Legislative,  Executive,  and  Judicial. 
The  latter  is  organized  by  the  two  former,  and 
the  influence  of  the  respective  States,  in  its  or- 
ganization, is  of  course  the-  same  as  it  is  in  the 
other  two.  In  the  choice  of  the  Executive,  and 
in  the  popular  branch  of  the  Legislature,  each 
State  has  a  representation  proportioned  to  its 
representative  members,  with  this  exception, 
that,  in  the  choice  of  the  Executive,  an  addition 
of  two  votes  was  given  to  each  State,  without  re- 
gard to  its  numbers,  or  the  amount  of  its  contri- 
bution to  the  public  Treasury.  But  in  this  branch 
of  the  Legislature,  the  case  is  widely  different. 
Here,  in  consequence  of  the  peculiarity  of  our 
condition,  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution,  the  equitable  principle  of  represen- 
tation, founded  on  population  and  contribution, 
has  heen  entirely  disregarded.  Here,  each 
State,  on  the  score  of  its  sovereign  character, 
has  equal  weight;  and  what,  he  asked,  was  the 
relative  importance  of  this  branch  in  the  Gov- 
ernment? He  would  not  say  it  was  that  by 
which  all  the  eflBcient  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  controlled,  but  he  would  say,  that  but 
a  slight  consideration  of  the  constitution  was 
necessary  to  show  that  this  branch  did  so  more 
than  any  other.  With  the  single  exception  of 
originating  revenue  biUs,  its  legislative  powers 
were  coextensive  with  the  popular  branch. 
No  law  could  pass  without  the  assent  of  the 
Senate.  Almost  all  the  important  proceedings 
of  the  Executive  are  subject  to  its  revision.  All 
appointments  require  its  approbation,  unless  its 
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assent  is  obtained  to  a  law  providing  a  diflferent 
mode.  The  consent  of  two-thirds  of  this  body- 
is  necessary  to  the  validity  of  all  treaties,  and 
it  has  the  sole  power  to  try  impeachments  of  all 
the  high  officers  of  the  Government,  as  well 
executive  as  judicial.  In  a  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment possessing  such  extensive  powers,  the 
small  but  patriotic  State  of  Illinois,  with  a  pop- 
ulation of  flfty-flve  thousand,  has  a  representa- 
tion equal  to  that  of  Pennsylvania,  with  a  popu- 
lation of  one  million  and  fifty  thousand.  The 
five  largest  States  in  the  Confederacy,  viz :  Ohio, 
Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and 
New  York,  with  a  population  of  four  millions 
eight  hundred  thousand,  have  a  representa- 
tion but  equal  to  the  five  smallest  States,  with 
a  population  of  three  hundred  and  fifty-three 
thousand.  Nearly  one-half  the  nation  residing 
in  the  five  largest  States,  has  a  representation 
but  equal  to  the  one  twenty-seventh  part,  re- 
siding in  the  five  smallest  States.  About  one- 
half  the  whole  people,  residing  in  five  States, 
are  .represented  here  by  ten  voices,  whilst  the 
other  half  are  represented  here  by  thirty-four 
voices.  The  disproportion  of  the  relative  influ- 
ence of  the  several  States,  having  reference  to 
their  population,  as  a  just  basis  of  representa- 
tion, cannot  fail  to  strike  every  mind.  The 
same  inequality  existed  at  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution,  but  in  a  much  less  degree.  Then, 
taking  an  average  of  the  population  of  the 
States,  and  considering  those  as  smaU.  who  do 
not  come  up  to  it,  the  large  States  were  in  a 
majority ;  now,  by  the  admission  of  new  States, 
with  assent  of  the  old,  they  are  in  a  minority. 
There  were,  at  that  period,  eight  large  and  five 
small  States.  Now,  by  the  same  criterion,  there 
would  be  found  to  be  but  ten  large  and  fourteen 
small  States.  Still,  this  was  all  right ;  it  was 
according  to  the  compact,  into  which  all  the 
States  had  voluntarily  entered ;  and  he  fervently 
hoped,  for  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  peo- 
ple of  these  States,  that  the  day  might  be  far 
distant,  when  even  a  desire  should  be  enter- 
tained to  alter  it.  But,  when  it  is  proposed  so 
to  change  the  constitution,  as  to  reduce  still 
more  the  relative  weight  of  the  large  States,  in 
the  general  scale,  it  surely  becomes  proper  to 
reflect  on  the  existing  condition  of  things. 
And,  in  view  of  that,  he  asked  whether  it  was 
reasonable  to  expect  the  large  States  wiU  ever 
assent  to  the  proposition  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Missouri,  reducing  their  political 
weight  in  the  confederacy,  without  concession 
of  any  kind,  on  the  part  of  the  other  States? 
He  thought  not.  Still,  as  one  of  the  representa- 
tives of  one  of  the  large  States  he  would  give  his 
assent  to  the  measure  proposed,  of  dividing  the 
States  into  districts  for  the  choice  of  electors, 
provided  it  was  done  in  the  spirit  which  pro- 
duced the  constitution,  that  is,  a  spirit  of  mutual 
concession.  He  was  willing,  for  one,  to  make 
concessions  for  general  harmony;  and  all  he 
asked  was,  that  they  should  be  reciprocal ;  and 
those, 'he  thought,  could,  with  care  and  justice, 
be  made.  I 


[Senate. 

By  the  present  constitution,  in  the  event  of 
no  one  person  having  a  majority,  for  the  office 
of  President,  of  the  votes  of  the  electors,  on  the 
first  ballot,  the  choice  devolves  on  the  House  of 
Eepresentatives ;  and,  in  such  choice,  each  State 
has  an  equal  vote.  It  is  believed  that,  at  the 
time  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  the  con- 
tingency on  which  this  result  was  made  to  de- 
pend was  not  thought  likely  to  happen.  And  it 
is  supposed  that  from  the  great  number  of  smaU 
States  since  admitted  into  the  confederacy  and 
from  other  causes,  its  occurrence  for  the  future 
may  be  frequently  expected.  It  is  reasonable 
to  suppose,  that,  inasmuch  as  it  was  evidently 
the  leading  design  of  the  constitution,  that,  in 
the  choice  of  President  and  Vice  President,  the 
States  should  be  represented,  with  the  excep- 
tion already  noticed,  according  to  their  relative 
numbers,  and,  as  they  deem  it  but  just,  that 
such  would  be  the  case,  this  feature  in  the  con- 
stitution is  by  the  large  States  considered  inequi- 
table. But,  what  is  of  greater  importance,  the 
provision  bringing  the  election  to  the  House  of 
Eepresentatives,  is  deemed  objectionable  by  all 
the  §tates,  on  the  ground  that  it  jeopardizes  the 
purity  of  the  election,  and  exposes  the  whole 
system  to  danger,  by  afibrding  facilities  to  the 
corruption  of  a  part.  If  this  wide-spread  ap- 
prehension is  well  founded,  and  ho  w  far  it  was  so, 
was  a  point  he  would  not  at  this  moment  dis- 
cuss ;  it  surely  was  one  which  addressed  itself 
alike  to  all  the  States,  whether  great  or  small, 
and  certainly  not  with  the  least  force  to  the 
latter.  All  then  that  he  asked,  as  a  concession 
for  harmony  and  the  general  good,  was,  that  if 
the  States  were  districted,  the  ultimate  choice  of 
President  should  be  placed  elsewhere,  and  de- 
cided uponmore  equitable  principles.  If thatwas 
conceded,  and  from  the  temper  manifested  by  the 
Senate  last  year,  he  had  every  reason  to  hope  it 
would,  the  next  question  would  be,  as  to  the  least 
objectionable  mode.  He  was  not  favorably  in- 
clined to  that  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey,  because,  although  it  provides  for 
the  ultimate  choice,  so  far  as  it  respects  the  rela- 
tive weights  of  the  States  upon  just  principles, 
it  does  not  effect  what  he  considered  at  least 
an  equal  if  not  a  greater  object,  the  removal  of 
the  decision  from  the  House  of  Eepresentatives. 
Such  as  it  was,  however,  coming  from  the  Sen- 
ator of  a  small  State,  it  marked  the  just  and  lib- 
eral views  which  governed  his  conduct.  He 
would  prefer  a  different  mode  from  that  pro- 
posed by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina ;  for, 
although  that  contained  much  that  was  desira- 
ble, both  in  its  principle  and  as  it  respects  the 
weight  of  the  respective  States  in  the  decision, 
and  as  removing  it  at  aU  events  from  the  House 
of  Eepresentatives,  stiU  he  feared  that  the  project 
of  sending  the  question  back,  under  the  same 
circumstances,  to  the  Electors,  from  time  to 
time,  until  they  made  a  choice,  would  be  found 
in  practice  extremely  difficult,  if  not  very  dan- 
gerous. He  would  not  now  remark  on  the  cir- 
cumstance that  this  proposition  did  not  provide 
for  districting  the  States,  without  which  he  did 
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not  hope  that  the  small  States  -wo-uld  consent. 
He  presumed  that  it  was  intended  by  the  honor- 
able mover  to  connect  it  with  some  proposition 
for  that  pm-pose,  as  he  had,  in  the  Senate,  ex- 
pressed his  entire  willingness  to  do.  Under 
such  views  of  the  subject,  he  would  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  proposition  essentially  different 
from  those  on  their  table :  one  which,  if  not 
entirely  just,  was,  he  thought,  liable  to  the  few- 
est objections.  In  doing  so,  it  was  proper  that 
he  should  state,  and  he  was  quite  certain  that 
he  would  thereby  secure  for  the  proposition 
a  degree  of  consideration  which  it  might  not 
otherwise  obtain,  that  the  plan  he  offered 
was  the  same  in  principle  with  that  hereto- 
fore proposed  by  a  venerable  Senator  from 
Virginia,  who  was  now,  to  Mr.  V.  B.'s  great 
regret,  and  the  public  misfortime,  prevented 
from  attending.  He  said  the  principle  was  the 
same ;  his  own  humble  effort  had  been  solely 
directed  to  the  object  of  rendering  it  more  sim- 
ple in  its  form  and  operation.  How  far  he  had 
succeeded  in  that,  the  Senate  would  judge  when 
the  subject  came  under  their  particular  consid- 
eration. 

Having  said  this  much  upon  that  branch  of 
the  subject,  Mr.  V.  B.  would  proceed  to  state 
briefly  another  point  in  which  the  proposition 
he  offered  differed  essentially  from  the  others 
proposed,  and  in  which  difference  was  involved  a 
principle  of  the  Government  as  important  in  his 
view,  as  any  which  had  for  some  time  been  dis- 
cussed on  that  floor.  In  doing  so,  it  was  a  sub- 
ject of  gratificatioii  to  him  that  this  principle 
had  no  reference  to  the  relative  and  conflicting 
interest  of  the  States  in  the  confederacy,  but 
looked  equally  to  the  welfare  and  security  of 
all.  To  a  correct  understanding  of  the  point  he 
wished  to  present,  it  became  necessary  to  take 
a  brief  view  of  the  principle  upon,  and  the  cir- 
cumstance under  which,  our  present  form  of 
Government  was  established.  Under  the  arti- 
cles of  Confederation  the  representation  of  each 
State  in  the  General  Government  was  equal. 
The  Union  was  in  all  respects  purely  Federal,  a 
league  of  sovereign  States  upon  equal  terms.  To 
remedy  certain  defects  by  supplying  certain 
powers,  the  convention  which  framed  the  pres- 
ent constitution  was  called.  That  convention 
it  is  now  well  known,  was  immediately  divided 
into  parties,  on  the  interesting  question  of  the 
extent  of  power  to  be  given  to  the  new  govern- 
ments :  whether  it  should  be  Federal  or  nation- 
al ;  whether  dependent  upon,  or  indepepdent  of 
the  State  Governments.  It  is  equally  weU 
known  that  that  point,  after  having  several 
times  arrested  the  proceedings  of  the  conven- 
tion, and  threatened  a  dissolution  of  the  confed- 
eration, subsequently  divided  the  people  of  the 
States  on  the  question  of  ratification.  He  might 
add,  that  with  the  superadded  question  of  what 
powers  have  been  given  by  the  constitution  to 
the  General  Government,  to  the  agitation  of 
which  the  feelings  which  sprung  out  in  the  con- 
vention greatly  contributed,  it  had  continued 
to  divide  the  people  of  this  country  down  to 


the  present  period.  The  party  in  the  conven- 
tion in  favor  of  a  more  energetic  Government, 
being  unable  to  carry,  or,  if  able,  unwilling  to 
hazard  the  success  of  the  plan  with  the  States, 
a  middle  course  was  agreed  upon.  That  was, 
that  the  Government  should  be  neither  Federal 
nor  national,  but  a  mixture  of  both.  That  of 
the  Legislative  Department,  one  branch,  the 
power  of  representation,  should  be  wholly  na- 
tional, and  the  other,  the  Senate,  wholly  Fed- 
eral. That,  in  the  choice  of  the  Executive,  both 
interests  should  be  regarded,  and  that  the  Judi- 
cial should  be  organized  by  the  other  two. 
But,  to  quiet  effectually  the  apprehensions'  of 
the  advocates  for  the  rights  and  interest  of  the 
States,  it  was  provided  that  the  General  Gov- 
ernment should  be  made  entirely  dependent  for 
its  continuance,  on  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the 
State  Governments.  Hence,  it  was  decided 
that  the  House  of  Representatives  should  be 
apportioned  among  the  States,  with  reference  to 
their  population,  and  chosen  by  the  people ;  and 
power  was  given  to  Congress  to  regulate  and 
secure  their  choice,  independent  of,  and  beyond 
the  control  of  the  State  Governments.  That 
the  Senate  should  be  chosen  exclusively  by  the 
State  Legislatures,  and  that  the  choice  of  the 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President,  al- 
though the  principle  of  their  apportionment 
was  established  by  the  constitution,  should,  in 
aU  respects,  except  the  time  of  their  appoint- 
ment and  of  their  meeting,  be  under  the  exclu- 
sive control  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  several 
States.  The  scheme  of  Government  thus  formed 
was  submitted  to  the  people  of  the  respective 
States,  through  their  Legislature,  for  ratifica- 
tion. For  a  season  its  ratification  was  warmly 
opposed  in  almost  every  State.  Although  the 
control  over  the  choice  of  but  one  branch  of 
one  department  of  the  Government  was  vested 
in  Congress,  danger  to  the  rights  of  the  States 
was  everywhere  apprehended,  and  the  question 
of  the  ratification  of  the  constitution  rendered 
extremely  doubtful. 

To  stem  this  torrent  of  opposition,  the  most 
distinguished  commentators  on  the  proposed 
plan  (the  authors  of  the  Federalist)  placed  strong- 
ly and  truly  before  the  people  of  the  States, 
the  fact  of  the  dependence  of  the  General  upon 
the  State  Governments,  and  the  constitutional 
right  of  those  Governments,  or  even  a  majority 
of  them,  if  the  power  they  had  conferred  should 
be  abused,  to  discontinue  the  new  Government 
by  withholding  its  Senate  and  Chief  Magistrate. 
Among  other  things  they  said — 

"  The  State  Governments  may  be  regarded  as  con- 
stituent and  essential  parts  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, while  the  latter  is  nowise  essential  to  the  op- 
eration or  organization  of  the  power.  Without  the 
intei-vention  of  the  State  Legislatures,  the  President 
of  the  United  States  cannot  be  elected  at  all.  They 
must  in  all  cases  have  a  great  share  in  his  appoint- 
ment, and  will,  perhaps,  in  most  cases,  themselves 
determine  it.  The  Senate  will  be  elected  absolutely 
and  exclusively  by  the  State  Legislatures.  Even  the 
House  of  Representatives,  though  drawn  immediately 
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from  the  people,  will  be  chosen  very  mnch  under  the 
influence  of  that  class  of  men  whose  influence  over 
the  people  obtains  for  themselves  an  election  into  the 
State  Legislatures.  Thus  each  of  the  principal 
branches  of  the  Federal  Government  will  owe  its  ex- 
istence, more  or  less,  to  the  favor  of  State  Govern- 
ments, and  must,  consequently,  feel  a  dependence 
which  is  much  more  likely  to  beget  a  disposition  too 
obsequious,  than  too  overbearing  toward  them." 

The  ratification  by  a  sufficient  number  of  the 
States  was  obtained.  On  reference,  however, 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  State  conventions,  it 
will  be  seen  that,  in  several  of  the  States,  the 
control  by  Congress,  over  the  choice  of  Kepre- 
sentatives  merely,  was  strongly  remonstrated 
against.  That  amendments  were  proposed  for 
its  qualification  by  the  States  of  South  Carolina, 
North  Carolina,  Virginia,  Massachusetts,  New 
Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  and  New  York.  That 
most  of  them  resolved  that  it  should  be  a  stand- 
ing instruction  to  their  Delegates  in  Congress 
to  endeavor  to  effect  that  and  other  amendments 
proposed.  The  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey,  to  which  Mr.  Vau  Biteen  had 
alluded,  would,  if  adopted,  break  an  important 
link  in  the  chain  of  dependency  of  the  General 
upon  the  State  Governments.  It  would  surrender 
to  the  General  Government  all  control  over  the 
election  of  President  and  Vice  President,  by 
placing  the  choice  of  Electors  on  the  same  foot- 
ing with  that  of  Representatives.  It  would  at 
this  time  be  premature  to  go  into  a  minute  ex- 
amination of  the  provisions  of  the  resolution 
alluded  to,  to  show  that  such  would  be  its  ef- 
fects. Upon  examination,  it  will  be  found  that 
such  would  be  its  construction.  That  it  does  in 
substance  what  another  proposition,  upon  their 
table,  originating  in  the  other  House,  does  in 
words.  But  even  was  there  doubt  upon  that 
subject,  that  doubt  should  be  removed  by  an 
express  provision,  reserving  to  the  States  their 
present  control  over  the  election,  except  as  to 
what  is  particularly  provided  for  in  the  resolu- 
tion now  proposed.  If  it  is  fit  to  take  from  the 
States  their  control  over  the  choice  of  Electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President,  and  give  it  to  the 
Federal  Government,  it  would  he  equally  proper, 
tmder  the  popular  idea  of  giving  their  election 
to  the  people,  to  divide  the  States  into  districts 
for  the  choice  of  Senators,  as  was  proposed  in 
the  Convention,  and  give  to  Congress  the  con- 
trol over  their  election  also.  If  the  system  be 
once  broken  in  upon  in  this  respect,  the  other 
measure  wiU  naturally  follow,  and  we  wiU  then 
have  what  was  so  much  dreaded  by  those  who 
have  gone  before  us,  and  what  he  feared  would 
be  so  much  regretted  by  those  who  come  after 
— a  completely  consolidated  Government — a 
Government  in  which  the  State  Governments 
would  be  not  otherwise  known  or  felt  than  as 
it  became  necessary  to  control  them.  To  aU 
this  Mr.  Van  Bueen  was  opposed.  He  was  so, 
because  it  was  a  matter  not  necessary  or  fitly 
connected  with  the  subject  under  consideration ; 
that  being  a  question  between  the  States  them- 
selves, as  to  their  relative  interest — a  question 


which  might  and  ought  to  be  settled,  and  leave 
their  relation  to  the  Federal  Government  as  it 
stands  at  present.  The  other  is  a  question  be- 
tween the  States,  collectively,  and  the  Federal 
Government,  afiecting  most  materially  the  rela- 
tion they  now  bear  to  each  other.  But,  even  if 
it  were  presented  under  different  circumstances, 
he  would  oppose  it.  Because,  however  ardent 
his  attachment  to  the  Federal  Government,  and 
however  anxious  he  might  be  to  sustain  it 
in  the  exercise  of  the  nowers  given  to  it  by  the 
constitution — and,  in  that  respect,  he  would, 
he  trusted,  go  as  far  as  any  man  ought  to  go — 
he  was  unwilling  to  destroy  or  even  release  its 
dependence  on  the  State  Governments.  At  the 
time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  constitu- 
tion, it  was  a  question  of  much  speculation  and 
discussion,  which  of  the  two  Governments  would 
be  most  in  danger  from  the  accumulation  of  in- 
fluence by  the  operation  of  the  powers  distrib- 
uted by  the  constitution.  That  discussion  was 
founded  on  the  assumption  that  they  were,  in 
several  respects,  rival  powers,  and  that  such  pow- 
ers would  always  be  found  in  collision.  The 
best  lights  which  could  then  be  thrown  upon 
the  subject,  were  derived  from  the  examples 
afforded  by  the  Fates  of  several  of  the  Govern- 
ments of  the  Old  World,  which  were  deemed  to 
be,  in  some  respects,  similar  to  ours.  But  the 
Governments  in  question  having  operated  upon, 
and  been  administered  by,  people  whose  habits, 
characters,  tempers,  and  conditions,  were  essen- 
tially different  from  ours ;  the  inferences  to  be 
derived  from  that  source  were,  at  best,  unsatis- 
factory. 

Mr.  V.  B.  thought  that  experience  (the  only 
unerring  criterion  by  which  matters  of  this  de- 
scription could  be  tested)  had  settled  for  us 
the  general  point  of  the  operation  of  the  pow- 
ers conferred  by  the  constitution  upon  the  rela- 
tive strength  and  influence  of  the  respective 
Governments.  It  was,  in  his  judgment,  sus- 
ceptible of  entire  demonsti'ation,  that  the  Fede- 
ral Constitution  had  worked  a  gradual,  if  not 
an  undue  increase  of  the  strength  and  control 
of  the  General  Government,  and  a  correspond- 
ent reduction  of  the  influence,  and  consequently 
of  the  respectability  of  the  State  governments. 
The  evidence  in  support  of  this  position  was 
abundant,  and,  if  the  matter  should  come  under 
fall  discussion,  could  be  readUy  afforded.  He 
thought,  further,  that  existing  causes,  which 
were  every  day  gaining  force,  would,  for  the 
future,  more  rapidly  increase  that  operation. 
He  considered  the  qualified  dependence  of  the 
General  upon  the  State  Governments  as  their 
strong  arm  of  defence  to  protect  them  against 
future  abuses.  Under  that  view  of  the  subject, 
he  was  opposed  to  so  material  a  change  of  the 
present  condition  of  the  respective  governments 
as  would  be  produced  by  the  amendment  to 
which  he  objected.  He  was  in  favor  of  leaT- 
ing  matters,  in  that  respect,  as  they  stood. 
Under  this  impression,  Mr.  V.  B.  had  prepared 
a  resolution  which  avoided  the  defect  attach- 
ing to  that  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey — 


480 


ABKIDGMENT  OF  THE 


Senate.] 


Baulh  Carolina  Retolvtions, 


[Jashaet,  1824. 


requiring  the  contemplated  division  of  the 
States  into  districts,  to  be  coextensive  with  the 
number  of  Electors  instead  of  Bepresentativee, 
and  at  the  same  time  secured  the  great  object 
upon  which  he  had  been  commenting. 

Mr.  Van  Btjbbn  then  introduced  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

The  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  chosen  by  the  people  of 
the  several  States,  in  districts  equal  in  number  to  the 
number  of  Electors  to  which  each  State  is  entitled,  to 
be  composed  of  contiguous  territory,  and,  as  near  as 
may  be,  equal  in  the  number  of  persons  to  be  repre- 
sented, or  of  persons  qualified  to  vote  for  members  of 
the  most  numerous  branch  of  the  State  Legislature. 
The  qualification  of  the  voters  at  such  election  shall 
be  the  same  as  is  required  of  Electors  for  the  most 
numerous  branch  of  the  State  Legislature.  The 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President,  convened 
at  the  time  and  place  appointed  by  law,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  in  their  votes,  shall  have  power,  in 
case  any  of  them  fail  to  attend,  to  choose  an  Elector 
or  Electors,  in  the  place  of  him  or  them  so  failing  to 
attend.  Congress  may  determine  the  time  of  choos- 
ing the  Electors,  the  day  or  days  on  which  they 
shall  give  their  votes,  which  shall  be  the  same 
throughout  the  United  States.  But  the  authority  to 
divide  the  States  into  districts,  for  the  choice  of  Elec- 
tors ;  to  direct  the  election  to  be  held ;  to  prosecute 
the  manner  thereof,  except  as  to  the  time  of  holding 
the  same,  and  the  qualifications  of  the  voters ;  and 
the  place  of  meeting  of  the  Electors  aforesaid, — is 
reserved,  exclusively,  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  sev- 
eral States. 

If,  upon  counting  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice 
President,  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  constitu- 
tion, it  shall  appear  that  no  person  has  a  majority  of 
the  whole  number  of  the  Electors  chosen,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  President  of  the  Senate  forthwith  to 
notify  the  President  of  the  United  States  thereof; 
who  shall  immediately  by  proclamation,  and  also  by 
notification  to  the  Executives  of  the  several  States, 
publish  the  number  of  votes  given  to  each  person  as 
President.  Whereupon,  the  Electors  shall  again 
meet  on  the  day  which  shall  have  been  by  law  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose,  with  the  like  power  of  sup- 
plying vacancies,  and  vote  for  one  bf  the  two  per- 
sons as  President  who  shall  have  received  at  the  first 
meeting  of  the  Electors  the  greatest  number  of  votes 
for  such  office.  Or,  if  it  shonld  happen  that  more 
than  two  persons  have  received  the  greatest,  and  also 
an  equal  number  of  votes,  the  said  Electors  shall 
vote  for  one  of  them  as  President.  The  said  Electors 
shall  thereupon  transmit  one  of  the  Usts,  to  be  made 
at  their  first  meeting,  and  also  that  made  at  their 
second  meeting,  signed  and  certified  by  them,  to  the 
Seat  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  direct- 
ed to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  to  be  proceeded 
upon  as  the  constitution  has  prescribed,  except  that 
the  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  at 
the  second  meeting  of  the  said  Electors  shall  be  the 
President.  But,  if  two  or  more  persons  shall  have 
received  the  greatest  and  an  equal  nimiber  of  votes 
at  the  second  meeting  of  the  said  Electors,  the  House 
of  Representatives  shall  choose  one  of  them  for  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  as  now  prescribed  by 
the  constitution. 

Both  the  resolutions  were  referred  to  the 
same  committee  to  whom  the  other  proposi- 


tions for  amending  the  constitution  have  been 
referred. 


Wbdnbsdat,  December  81. 
Florida  Lwnd  Titles. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  yester- 
day by  Mr.  Elliott,  was  again  read  for  con- 
sideration : 

"Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  an  application  to  be  made  to 
the  British  Government,  through  onr  Minister  at 
that  Court,  for  a  correct  list  of  the  names  of  such 
persons  as  may  have  been  paid,  with  the  sums  re- 
ceived by  each,  for  lands  held  by  them  in  the  Flori- 
das  previous  to  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  of  which  they 
were  deprived,  on  the  transfer  of  that  territory  to' 
Spain,  by  virtue  of  the  said  Convention," 

Mr.  Elliott  said  that  the  object  of  hia  reso- 
lution would  probably  be  apparent  to  the  Sen- 
ate ;  that  it  would  be  recollected  that  the 
Floridas  were  formerly  in  possession  of  the 
British  Government,  while  we  were  colonies 
of  that  country ;  that,  upon  the  transfer  of  the 
Floridas  to  Spain,  it  had  been  stipulated  that 
such  British  subjects  as  chose  to  remain  there, 
should  be  permitted  to  do  so ;  but  that  a  great 
proportion  of  those  subjects  had  abandoned 
that  country,  and  removed  to  Great  Britain ; 
and  had  since  been  compensated  for  the  prop- 
erty they  left  there.  But  some  others  had  re- 
moved to  the  United  States,  preferring  to  share 
the  difBculties  of  our  Kevolution,  and  the  sub- 
sequent blessings  of  our  Government.  Some 
of  these  persons  had  never  received  any  com- 
pensation for  the  property  they  left,  and  it  had 
now  become  necessary  to  decide  npon  their 
claims  to  lands  in  Florida.  This  could  not  bo 
done  correctly,  without  the  information  re- 
ferred to  in  the  resolution  which  was  now  imder 
consideration.  The  heirs  of  many  of  these  per- 
sons had  come  forward  with  their  claims,  and 
this  information  was  wanted,  to  guard  against 
imposition. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 


Feidat,  January  2,  1824. 
South  Cwrolina  Sesolutions — Acknowledgment 
of  Orecian  Independence. 
Mr.  Hatne  communicated  the  following  reso- 
lutions passed  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina: 

"  In  the  Senate,  Dee.  19,  1823. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  State  of  South  Carolina  re- 
gards with  deep  interest  the  noble  and  patriotic  strug- 
gle of  the  modem  Greeks  to  rescue  from  the  foot  of 
the  infidel  and  the  barbarian  the  hallowed  land  of 
Leonidas  and  Socrates ;  and  would  hail  with  pleasure 
the  recognition,'  by  the  American  Government,  of 
the  independence  of  Greece. 

"  Mesohed,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  trans- 
mitted to  our  Senators  and  Representatives  at  Wash- 
ington. 
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"  Ordered,  That  the  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence. 
"  By  order  of  the  Senate. 

"WM.  D.  MARTIN,  C.  S." 

"In  the  House,  Dec.  20,  1823. 
"  Resolved,  That  the  House  do  concur  iu  the  reso- 
lutions. 

"  Ordered,  That  they  be  returned  to  the  Senate. 
"  By  order  of  the  House. 

"R.  ANDERSON,  C.  B.  E." 

The  resolutions  were  read,  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  tahle,  and  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

Portrait  of  Cohmbus. 
The  following  communication  was  received 
from  the  Department  of  State : 

Department  op  State, 
Washington,  January  1,  1824. 
To  the  President  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing,  herewith,  a 
copy  of  a  letter  received  at  this  department,  from 
George  G.  BarreU,  Consul  of  the  United  States  at 
Malaga,  and  informing  you  that  the  picture  mention- 
ed in  it,  is  at  the  office  of  this  department,  subject  to 
such  disposal  of  it  as  Congress  may  direct. 

Having  been  some  time  retained  at  New  York,  to 
which  place  it  was  shipped  by  Mr.  BarreU,  it  has  very 
recently  been  received  here  in  a  frame,  upon  which  is 
engraved  the  following  inscription : 
"  Columbus. 

"  Presented  to  the  nation,  by  G.  G.  Barrell,  United 
States  Consul  at  Malaga.  The  frame  presented  by 
Parker  &  Clover,  picture  framers.  New  York,  A. 
D.  1823." 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  state,  that  an  ex- 
act\fa<!-simile,  engraved  on  copperplate,  has  been 
made  by  direction  of  this  department,  of  the  original 
copy  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  engrossed 
on  parchment,  and  signed  by  all  the  members  of 
Congress  on  the  2d  of  August,  1776,  as  appears  by 
the  secret  journal  of  that  day.  Two  hundred  copies 
have  been  struck  off  from  this  plate,  and  are  now  at 
the  office  of  the  department,  subject  to  the  disposal 
of  Congress.  • 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  &c. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Gboege  G.  Baerbix, 
United  States  Consul  at  Malaga,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State : 

Malaga,  February  21,  1823. 

SiK !  A  few  days  since  I  delivered  to  Charles  A. 
Davis,  Esq.,  a  portrait  of  Columbus,  in  half  length, 
which  I  obtained  from  Seville,  and  directed  him  to 
forward  it  to  your  Excellency,  for  the  purpose  of 
having  it  placed  among  the  portraits  of  other  dis- 
tinimished  men  in  the  Capitol.  You  will  find,  by 
the  certificate  which  accompanies  it,  that  it  was  sup- 
posed to  be  by  the  same  hand  which  painted  the 
celebrated  one  in  the  Escurial,  and  only  having  un- 
deigone  some  retouches,  of  a  trifling  nature,  to  pre- 
vent its  decay.  If  it  is  worthy  of  a  place  in  the 
Capitol,  it  will  afford  me  infinite  pleasure  ;  ^ nd  if  not, 
I  can  only  say,  my  admiration  for  that  extraordinary 
man  led  me  to  tiiink  an  original  likeness  of  him 
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might  be  considered  as  a  small  mark  of  the  venera- 
tion and  love  I  bear  my  country. 

With  great  respect,  &c. 

GEORGE  G.  BARRELL. 

J.  Q.  Adams,  Esq.,  Seci'y  of  State. 

This  communication,  with  the  accompanying 
letter,  was  read  and  referred  to  the  select  com- 
mittee appointed  to  make  the  proper  disposi- 
tion of  the  rooms  in  the  centre  building  of  the 
Capitol. 


Monday,  January  6. 
Case  of  Francis  Henderson,  Jr. 
The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Eelations,  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Hender- 
son, jr.,  was  taten  up  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  This  biU  provides  for  the  payment 
"to  Francis  Henderson,  jr.,  the  grandson  of  the 
late  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Laurens,  of  South 
Carolina,  the  sum  of  $28,500,  in  fuU  for  aU 
claims  of  the  legal  representative  of  Colonel 
Laurens  against  the  United  States."  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Eelations : 

Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Laurens,  the  ancestor 
whose  services,  civil  and  mUitaiy,  occupy  a  brilliant 
page  in  the  history  of  the  Revolution,  entered  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  as  aid  to  the  Commander- 
in-chief,  in  August,  1777.  In  this  situation,  he  dis- 
played a  zeal,  courage,  and  devotedness,  not  surpass- 
ed by  any  of  his  compatriots.  He  conciliated  the 
esteem  of  his  commander,  and  of  his  brother  soldiers, 
and,  for  his  distinguished  services,  frequently  re- 
ceived the  thanks  of  Congress.  In  1780,  he  had  ac- 
quired so  much  of  the  confidence  of  his  country,  as 
to  induce  Congress,  tmanimously,  to  appoint  him  a 
special  Minister  to  France,  on  a  most  important  ser- 
vice. Such  was  his  success  in  this  mission,  as  again 
to  call  forth  the  public  thanks  of  that  body.  He  re- 
turned to  this  country  in  September,  1781,  and  at  his 
special  request  Congress  permitted  him  to  join  the 
Army,  then  conducting  tie  siege  of  Yorktown,  in 
Virginia,  where  fresh  laurels  awaited  him.  He 
finaUy  feU,  on  the  27th  August,  1782,  in  the  lap  of 
honor,  fighting  the  battles  of  his  country.  His  death 
was  a  national  misfortune.  He  left  an  orphan 
daughter  to  the  gratitude  and  to  the  protection  of 
his  country.  A  disinterestedness,  even  to  careless- 
ness, was  a  distinguished  trait  among  liis  other  quali- 
ties. Hence,  for  his  long  and  important  services, 
and  the  expenses  attending  the  same,  he  seems  nei- 
ther to  have  kept  an  account,  nor  to  have  received 
any  advances,  except  a  small  smn,  to  which  here- 
after a  more  particular  reference  will  be  made. 

The  father  dead — ^his  only  child  an  infant  and  an 
orphan — and  the  grandfather,  Henry  Laurens,  in 
captivity  in  England — there  was  no  one  to  assert  her 
claims. 

Eventually,  the  grandfather  returned  from  Europe, 
and  in  1784,  as  the  guardian  of  the  child,  presented 
her  case  to  Congress,  who  came  to  the  following 
resolution : 

'•Resolved,  That,  in  settling  the  accounts  of  the  late 
Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Laurens,  as  special  Minister 
to  the  Court  of  Versailles,  he  be  allowed  the  same 
pay  that  was  given  at  this  period  to  the  Ministers 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  foreign  Courts, 
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from  the  time  of  bis  appointment  to  that  embassy, 
until  his  return ;  and  that  the  balance  remaining  due 
for  bis  services  as  Minister  be  paid  to  his  represent- 
ativea." 

This  resolution  was  not  acted  upon  till  ]  790.  The 
acounts  of  the  father,  Colonel  Laurens,  in  both  char- 
acters, as  Colonel  and  as  Minister,  were  settled.  But 
it  is  objected  by  his  legal  representative,  the  petition- 
er, (who  intermarried  with  Frances  Eleanor  Laurens, 
the  only  child  of  Colonel  John  Laurens,)  and,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  justly,  that  in  the  settle- 
'ment  no  allowance  was  made  for  the  expenses  of 
Colonel  Laurens  while  on  his  foreign  mission,  al- 
though, at  that  time,  no  advances  being  made  our 
foreign  Ministers  as  an  outfit,  it  was  the  usage  of  the 
Government  to  pay  their  expenses ;  and  more  espe- 
cially, too,  as  Congress  had  expressly  directed  that,  in 
the  adjustment  of  the  account,  his  compensation 
should  be  the  same  as  that  of  other  Ministers. 

No  account  having  been  kept  by  Colonel  Laurens 
of  his  expenses,  the  committee  have,  of  course,  no 
certain  data  by  which  to  ascertain  the  amount ;  in 
the  absence  of  which,  they  have  been  compelled  to 
resort  to  other  circumstances,  for  the  purpose  of  ar- 
riving at  any  satisfactory  result.  These  are,  1st. 
That  it  is  in  proof  Colonel  Laurens  paid  his  own  ex- 
penses, as  *ell  as  those  of  his  suite.  2dly.  He  took 
up,  at  Kantes,  on  the  credit  of  his  father,  £1,000 
sterling,  equal  to  $4,444  44.  3dly.  He  received  from 
Dr.  Franklin,  the  then  resident  Minister  in  France, 
$2,171  42 ;  and,  4thly,  on  his  return  to  the  United 
States  he  received  at  Boston,  where  he  landed,  $720 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Finance,  to  enable  him 
to  join  the  army  before  Yorktown,  in  Virginia.  The 
committee,  therefore,  have  assumed  these  sums,  as 
furnishing  the  probable  amount  of  his  expenses ;  in 
which  they  have  the  more  readily  acquiesced,  as  it 
was  about  equal  to  the  sum,  in  proportion  to  the 
time,  allowed  Silas  Deane,  a  contemporary  Minister 
at  that  Court,  for  his  expenses. 

The  claim  for  $101  85,  results  from  the  improper 
application  of  the  scale  of  depreciation  to  the  item 
for  rations,  in  the  military  account  of  Colonel  Lau- 
rens, who,  unconnected  with  any  State  regiment, 
would  be  deprived  of  the  compensation  which  his 
brother  officers  received,  if  it  be  not  awarded  by  Con- 
gress ;  and,  therefore,  the  committee  deemed  it  rea- 
sonable to  allow  it.  The  claim  for  $104  70  is  ob- 
viously just,  as  it  arises  from  an  omission  in  extend- 
ing and  adding  up  the  account.  Uniting  these  two 
sums  with  his  diplomatic  expenses,  produces  an 
amount  of  $7,542  41,  which,  with  interest,  at  five 
per  cent,  from  the  fifth  September,  1781,  the  daj»of 
his  return  from  Europe,  is  equal  to  $23,500.  In 
allowing  the  charge  for  interest,  from  the  above 
period,  the  committee  have  been  guided  by  the  reso- 
lution of  Congress  above  referred  to,  and  the  report 
on  which  it  was  founded,  which  durects  that  the  child 
of  Colonel  Laurens  should  receive  whatever  was,  in 
equity  and  justice,  due  the  father ;  and  for  the  fur- 
ther reason,  that  the  grandfather,  in  fixing  the 
portion  of  the  daughter  of  John  Laurens,  by  his 
will,  deducts  therefrom  the  advances  made  the 
son,  of  which  the  sum  taken  up  by  him  at  Nan- 
tes is  a  part,  with  interest  from  the  time  of  such 
advances. 

The  committee,  in  reporting  a  bill  directing  the 
money  to  be  paid  to  Francis  Henderson,  jr.,  the  only 
grandchild  of  Colonel  Laurens,  has,  independently  of 


derson,  the  elder,  signified  by  a  letter  from  him,  ai 
among  the  documents. 

Mr.  Baeboue  stated  the  grounds  of  this  claiE 
and  commented  feelingly  and  eloquently  npo 
the  distinguished  services  which  Colonel  Laurel 
had  rendered  the  country.  In  the  appropris 
tion  of  the  sum  named  in  the  bill,  Mr.  B.  sai 
the  committee  had  not  estimated  the  interes 
on  the  moneys  which  were  justly  due  a  Ion, 
time  since  to  Colonel  Laurens.  He  though 
this  ought,  in  justice,  to  be  added  to  the  amoun 
to  be  granted ;  and  therefore  moved  that  th 
sum  of  $23,500  be  stricken  out  from  thi 
bill,  and  tlie  sum  of  $26,700  inserted  in  it 
stead. 

The  allowance  of  interest  was  opposed  bj 
Messrs.  Lanman,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Maook 
and  Van  Btjeen,  on  the  ground  that  the  olain 
had  not  been  before  presented,  and  that  the 
same  principle  which  had  been  adopted  in  th« 
settlement  of  other  claims,  of  a  similar  nature, 
should  be  preserved  in  this  case. 

The  question  having  been  divided,  the  mo- 
tion for  striking  out  $23,500  prevailed ;  but,  be- 
fore the  question  was  taken  on  inserting  the 
sum  proposed  by  Mr.  Baebotte,  the  bill  was 
ordered,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Btjekn,  to  lie 
on  the  table. 


"Wednesday,  January  7. 
Case  of  Francis  Henderson,  Jr. 

Tlie  bill  reported  in  Senate,  by  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  for  the  relief  of  Francis 
Henderson,  jun.,  the  grandson  of  the  late  Colonel 
John  Laurens,  was  again  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion, in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  question 
was  upon  inserting  $26,700,  as  the  sum  to  be 
granted,  instead  of  $23,500,  the  sum  reported 
by  the  committee — the  addition  proposed  being 
for  interest  on  the  sum  which  the  committee 
states  to  be  due  for  the  services  of  Colonel 
Laurens.  On  the  allowance  of  interest,  a 
further  discussion  took  place,  in  which  Mr. 
Baeboue  supported,  and  Messrs.  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Smith,  Maoon,  Hatne,  and  Benton, 
opposed  the  allowance. 

Mr.  Hatne  said  that,  as  the  name  of  Laurens 
had  been  mentioned,  and  his  services  had  been 
alluded  to,  in  debate,  he  could  not,  with  justice 
to  his  own  feelings,  refrain  from  adding  his 
feeble  tribute  of  respect  for  the  virtues,  and 
admiration  of  the  character,  of  that  distinguished 
mah.  He  felt  that  he  would  be  indulged  by 
the  Senate  when  they  remembered  that  he 
represented  the  State  which  had  been  honored 
by  giving  birth  to  that  illustrious  hero,  and 
which  had  been  still  more  honored  in  being  the 
scene  of  his  glorious  death. 

Colonel  John  Laurens,  said  Mr.  Hatne,  was 
the  Bayard  of  America.  Of  him,  if  of  any  man 
who  ever  lived,  it  could,  with  truth,  be  said, 
"he  was  without  fear  and  without  reproach!  " 
He   brought  to   the   service  of  his  country  s 
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you  sought  for  him  in  the  day  of  hattle,  he  was  | 
found  at  the  post  of  danger ;  if  at  any  other 
moment,  he  was  found  at  the  post  of  duty.  The 
love  of  his  country  controlled  every  other  feel- 
ing of  his  heart ;  it  might  almost  he  said  to  be  that 
"  in  which  he  lived,  and  moved,  and  had  his 
being."  It  had  been  supposed,  said  Mr.  Hatne, 
that  Colonel  Laurens  was  a  rash  man,  wholly 
reckless  of  life ;  who  rashed,  with  the  instinct  of 
the  lion,  on  his  foe,  and  who  was  regardless 
because  he  was  insensible  of  danger.  Some 
countenance  had  indeed  been  given  to  this  idea 
by  the  historians  of  the  day.  But  Mr.  H.  was 
strongly  impressed  with  the  belief  that  injustice 
had,  in  this  respect,  been  done  to  the  character 
of  Laurens,  and  that  his  ardent  enterprise  and 
heroic  courage  had  been  mistaken  for  thought- 
less desperation. 

Laurens  possessed  a  highly  cultivated  mind. 
He  was  a  man  of  thought  as  well  as  of  action ; 
"  as  great  in  counsel  as  in  high  resolve."  It  is 
not  to  be  supposed,  therefore,  that  such  a  man 
could  have  been  insensible  to  danger.  Mr.  H. 
was  satisfied,  from  facts  within  his  own  knowl- 
edge, that,  although  Colonel  Laurens  always 
felt  himself  compelled,  by  his  noble  nature  and 
high  sense  of  duty,  to  seek  danger  in  his  country's 
service,  wherever  it  was  to  be  found,  yet  he 
duly  estimated  the  hazards  of  such  conduct,  and 
considered  as  probable  the  event  by  which  he 
finally  sealed,  with  his  blood,  his  devotion  to  his 
country.  When  entering  on  his  last  campaign, 
he  confided,  to  the  care  of  a  friend,  a  precious 
jewel,  the  gift  of  Louis  XVI.,  with  directions 
how  it  should  be  disposed  of  in  the  event  of  his 
fall.  No,  sir,,said  Mr.  H.,  Colonel  Laurens  was 
neither  insensible  to  danger  nor  indifferent  to 
life.  It  was  only  when,  to  borrow  the  language 
of  the  immortal  poet, 

"  He  set  Honor  in  one  eye,  and  Death  in  t'other. 
That  he  did  look  on  Death  indifferently." 

The  field  of  battle  was  not  the  only  sphere 
in  which  Colonel  Laurens  displayed  great  talents 
and  rare  qualities.  He  was  no  less  able  as  a 
negotiator  than  distinguished  as  a  soldier.  At 
the  most  critical  period  of  the  Eevolution,  Con- 
gress found  it  necessary  to  send  to  France  for 
succor  and  support.  They  sought  out  Laurens 
in  the  camp  and  confided  to  him  a  special  mis- 
sion to  the  Court  of  Versailles.  His  conduct 
on  that  mission  was  as  striking  and  peculiar  as 
it  was  eminently  successful.  He  stamped  his 
own  high  character  on  a  transaction  unexampled 
in  the  whole  history  of  diplomacy.  Arrived  at 
the  French  Court,  he  trampled  at  once  on  all 
oflScial  forms,  and  in  the  simple  garb  of  an 
American  soldier,  pressed  instantly  into  the 
presence  of  the  Sovereign,  eloquently  and  fear- 
lessly explained  the  situation  of  his  country, 
clearly  pointed  out  the  duty  and  interest  of 
France,  and  demanded  assistance.  Patriotism 
and  eloquence  were  signally  triumphant.  Lau- 
rens prevailed.  He  obtained  at  once  that  relief 
which  was  perhaps  essential  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  American  independence,  and  which,  if 


it  had  not  been  wholly  denied  to  the  usual 
course  of  tardy  negotiation,  might  have  come 
too  late  to  produce  the  desired  effect.  Thus  was 
the  work  of  years  accomplished  in  a  few  short 
weeks.  But  a  few  months  had  elapsed  since 
Laurens  had  been  seen  in  the  ranks  of  the 
American  Army  "  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight." 
And,  now,  (having,  in  the  mean  time,  thrice 
crossed  the  Atlantic  and  concluded  a  most  im- 
portant negotiation,)  he  was  again  on  his  native 
shores  bringing  witj^  him  immense  treasures, 
the  fruits  of  his  labors,  and  furnishing  pay  and 
clothing  to  the  suffering  soldiery.  In  a  few  days 
after  his  arrival,  he  was  again  found  in  the  camp, 
marshalling  to  glory  the  soldiers  of  liberty.  Mr. 
H.  said  he  would  not  attempt  to  follow  him 
further  in  his  glorious  course.  We  all  know  that 
he  fell  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  gallantly  fight- 
ing for  the  liberties  of  his  country  and  the 
rights  of  mankind.  It  is  delightful,  said  Mr.  H., 
to  reflect,  that  he  fell  "  in  the  last  of  our  fields," 
as  if  Providence,  who  had  preserved  him 
through  so  many  perils,  hadpermitted  his  career 
to  be  closed  only  when  there  were  no  more  bat- 
tles to  he  won. 

It  win  hardly  be  believed  by  posterity  that 
the  hero,  who  fills  so  large  a  space  in  the  an- 
nals of  his  country,  died  in  his  youth,  not  having 
yet  attained  his  twenty-seventh  year.  As 
nearly  connected  with  this  subject,  said  Mr.  H., 
it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  Colonel  Laurens 
was  the  purest  and  most  disinterested  of  human 
beings.  His  political  creed  was  that,  in  the 
hour  of  calamity,  the  life  and  fortune  of  the 
citizen  is  the  property  of  his  country,  and  that 
his  services  should  be  rendered  gratuitously. 
Laurens  received  no  pay,  kept  no  private  ac- 
counts, and  most  certainly  never  intended  to 
demand,  nor  would  have  consented  to  receive, 
any  compensation  for  his  invaluable  services, 
military  and  diplomatic.  It  was  in  the  same 
spirit  that,  on  one  occasion,  he  declined  a  com- 
mission in  the  Army,  tendered  him  as  a  reward 
for  his  gallantry;  not,  assuredly,  from  insen- 
sibility to  its  value,  (for  military  glory  was  the 
idol  of  his  soul,  and  promotion  the  very  reward 
for  which  his  heart  panted,)  but  because,  as  he 
himself  declared,  his  promotion  might  give  of- 
fence to  older  officers,  and  thus  be  injurious  to 
the  public  service.  Mr.  H.  said,  he  knew  not  how 
better  to  combine  in  one  view  the  various  traits 
which  marked  the  character  of  John  Laurens, 
than  by  adopting  the  eloquent  language  of  the 
American  historian : 

"  Nature  had  adorned  him  with  a  profusion  of  her 
choicest  gifts,  to  which  education  had  added  its 
most  useful  as  well  as  its  most  elegant  improvements. 
Acting  from  the  most  honorable  principles ;  uniting 
the  bravery  and  other  talents  of  a  great  officer,  with 
the  knowledge  of  a  complete  soldier,  and  the  engag- 
ing manners  of  a  well-bred  gentleman — ^he  was  the 
idol  of  his  country,  the  glory  of  the  army,  and  the  or- 
nament of  human  nature." 

Mr.  Bbntoit  opposed,  not  only  the  allowance 
of  the  interest,  but  of  the  principal,  also,  as  pro- 
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posed  to  be  granted  by  this  bill.  He  thought, 
as  the  daughter  of  Colonel  Laurens  was  still 
alive,  that  she  was  the  only  person  who  had  a 
just  claim  to  the  money  proposed  to  be  paid ; 
and,  if  the  bill  were  to  pass,  it  should  be  in  her 
favor.    , 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  moved  the  recommit- 
ment of  the  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
that  the  money  shall  be  paid  to  the  daughter  of 
•  Colonel  Laurens,  or  her  assignee.    But  a  motion 
to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  prevailed. 


Thubsdat,  January  8. 
Case  of  Francis  Henderson,  Jr. 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Francis  Henderson,  jr.  This  bill  pro- 
poses to  grant  a  sum  of  money  to  Francis  Hen- 
derson, jr.,  in  full  for  services  rendered  to  the 
country  by  his  grandfather.  Colonel  John  Lau- 
rens. The  question  before  the  committee  was 
upon  a  motion  by  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  to  re- 
commit the  bill  for  the  purpose  of  altering  it, 
so  far  as  to  grant  the  money  to  Mrs.  Henderson, 
the  daughter  of  Colonel  Laurens.  This  motion, 
at  the  request  of  Mr.  BAEBOmE,  was  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  Baeboue,  after  some  further  remarks  on 
the  nature  of  this  claim,  and  in  confirmation  of 
those  which  he  had  previously  made  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  moved  that  the  blank  in 
the  bill  should  be  flUed  with  the  sum  which 
the  committee  originally  reported  to  be  due  for 
the  expenses  incurred  by  Colonel  Laurens. 

Mr.  LowEiE  said  that  he  had  paid  great  atten- 
tion to  this  subject,  and  he  felt,  after  full  inves- 
tigation, that  he  could  not  vote  for  the  bUl,  in 
any  shape.  As  the  subject  had  been  discussed 
two  days,  he  would  now,  in  order  to  try  the 
sense  of  the  Senate,  move  its  indefinite  post- 
ponement. 

Mr.  Elliott  opposed  the  motion  to  postpone 
indefinitely.  He  said  there  could  be  no  doubt 
that  Colonel  Laurens  had  really  expended  the 
moneys  which  the  biU  proposed  to  reimburse, 
and  that  the  claim  fairly  came  under  the  pro- 
vision of  Congress,  existing  at  that  time  for  the 
payment  of  the  expenses  of  their  foreign  Minis- 
ters. The  property  left  by  Colonel  Laurens  to 
his  family,  had  been  diminished  by  these  ex- 
penses ;  and  it  appeared  no  more  than  just  that 
they  should  be  paid.  The  circumstances  under 
which  the  daughter  w£is  situated  were  such, 
that  Mr.  E.  thought  the  money  ought  not  to  be 
given  to  her — he  did  not,  therefore,  see  any 
impropriety  in  voting  it  to  her  son. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  said  he  understood 
the  question,  as  to  passing  the  present  bill,  not 
to  turn  upon  the  justice  of  the  claim,  but, 
whether  the  person,  whose  name  was  men- 
tioned in  the  bill,  was  fairly  and  legally  author- 
ized to  receive  the  money.  It  was  not  asked 
as  a  bounty,  but  as  a  remuneration  for  services 


debts;  but  it  was  also  important  to  know  wl 
has  the  just  claim  to  it.  If  Colonel  Laurei 
had  any  claim  upon  the  Government  when  1 
died,  his  daughter  undoubtedly  became  the  he; 
to  that  claim.  When  she  married  Mr.  Hendej 
son,  he  acquired  the  right  to  the  claim.  If  tl 
claim  rests  on  the  law,  it  is  certainly  highl 
important  to  know  to  whom  it  now  belong 
If  Congress  were  to  pay  it  now,  wrongfull] 
they  would  be  bound,  by  every  principle  of  jui 
tice,  to  pay  it  again  hereafter,  provided  th 
proper  person  came  forward  to  claim  it.  ] 
Mr.  Henderson  were  now  separated  from  hi 
wife,  by  covenant  or  contract,  it  became  neces 
sary  to  inquire  how  far  that  separation  woul 
affect  the  claim.  What  is  the  nature  of  tha 
separation  ?  Does  it  secure  the  right  in  thi 
claim  to  Henderson?  Until  he  could  see  som 
evidence  on  this  subject,  Mr.  L.  said  he  couli 
not  say  what  right  the  grandson  had  to  receiv 
this  money.  No  one,  Mr.  L.  remarked,  conl 
be  more  ready  than  himself  to  extend  a  foster 
ing  hand  to  those,  and  to  the  descendants  o 
those,  who  had  rendered  distinguished  service 
to  the  country,  and  no  one  was  more  sensibl 
of  the  importance  of  the  services  rendered  h; 
Colonel  Laurens ;  but  he  wished,  before  he  wa 
called  upon  to  vote  on  this  subject,  to  know  t 
whom  the  money  was  due,  and  who  had  a  legs 
claim  to  it — suppose,  by  a  contract  with  hi 
wife,  that  Henderson  had  been  prohibited  fror 
receiving  the  amount  of  this  claim — under  sucl 
circumstances,  how  could  he  transfer  a  right  ti 
his  son,  which  he  did  not  himself  possess?  I 
it  were  paid  to  the  son,  in  such  a  case,  Congres 
might  be  called  upon,  by  the  wjfe  of  Hender 
son,  to  pay  it  again.  These  reasons,  Mr.  I 
said,  would  induce  him  to  vote  for  postpone 
ment,  reserving  it  to  the  justice  of  the  countr 
to  recognize  the  claim,  when  it  came  forwar( 
in  a  less  dubious  shape. 

Mr.  Lanman  made  some  inquiry  as  to  th 
items  in  Colonel  Laurens's  account,  which  ha( 
been  allowed  by  the  Government ;  in  answe 
to  which,  Mr.  Baeboue  furnished  the  informa 
tion  required. 

Mr.  Edwaeds,  of  Illinois,  believed  that  noth 
ing  less  than  an  absolute  divorce  could  depriv 
Mr.  Henderson,  the  father,  of  the  right  to  re 
ceive  this  claim.  As  no  divorce  had  takei 
place,  he  surely  retained  that  right ;  and,  if  sc 
he  could  transfer  it  to  his  son.  If  nothinj 
more  than  a  separation,  without  a  divorce,  ha 
taken  place,  it  did  not  vitiate  the  right  of  Mi 
Henderson;  and,  as  he  had  assented  to  th 
grant  being  made  in  favor  of  his  son,  there  wa 
no  doubt  in  his  mind,  Mr.  E.  said,  that  the  so: 
of  Henderson  had  a  fair  claim. 

Mr.  Baebotte  intimated  his  wish,  provide 
the  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely  were  witl 
drawn,  to  propose  an  amendment  to  the  bij(l,  s 
as  to  require  the  relinquishment  of  all  clain 
by  Francis  Henderson  the  father,  and  Franc( 
E.  Henderson  the  mother,  previous  to  the  pai 
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Mr.  LowEiB  accoordingly  mthdrew  Ms  mo- 
tion for  indefinite  postponement,  in  order  to 
admit  tte  amendment. 

Mr.  Lloti),  of  Massaelrasetts,  was  in  favor  of 
tte  allowance  of  the  claim;  for,  he  believed 
that  a  wise  liberality  in  conducting  the  affairs 
of  the  nation,  was  the  most  proper  economy ; 
he  would  not  agree  that  one  dollar  of  this 
money  should  go  to  the  husband,  or  to  the 
wife,  in  this  case ;  but  he  felt  perfectly  willing 
to  give  it  to  the  son,  for  his  own  exclusive  use 
and  benefit ;  he,  therefore,  proposed  an  amend- 
ment to  strengthen  the  expressions  used  in  that 
which  was  offered  by  Mr.  Baebotje. 

Mr.  Edwaeds,  of  Connecticut,  expressed  his 
reluctance  to  legislate  at  all  on  this  subject,  at 
this  time,  and  renewed  the  motion  for  its  in- 
definite postponement. 

Mr.  Hatnb  opposed  the  postponement;  he 
could  see  no  good  reason  for  refusing  to  act 
upon  the  claim.  There  could  be  no  doubt,  he 
thought,  in  the  mind  of  any  gentleman  present, 
that  there  did  exist  an  equitable  claim  for  the 
services  of  Colonel  Laurens;  he  had  left  a 
daughter ;  that  daughter  had  married,  and  her 
husband  was  living;  they  had  a  son.  Now, 
either  the  daughter,  her  husband,  or  her  son, 
or  all  of  them  together,  were  entitled  to  this 
money ;  and  to  one,  or  to  all  of  them,  it  ought 
to  be  paid.  In  the  strict  sense  of  the  law,  no 
one  could  recover  it.  It  was  left  to  the  equity 
of  Congress  to  pay  it ;  and,  whichever  of  the 
persons  in  question  were  to  receive  it.  Congress 
could  never  be  expected  to  pay  it  a  second  time. 
Mr.  H.  thought  the  son  the  most  proper  person 
to  receive  it.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that 
the  blood  of  Colonel  Laurens  flowed  in  his 
veins ;  he  was  now  about  twenty-five  years  of 
age,  and  just  entering  upon  a  professional  life. 
In  the  morning  of  his  days,  this  money  would 
be  of  the  utmost  importance  to  him. 

Mr.  Chandlee  believed  the  gentleman  from 
South  Cai'olina  was  mistaken,  when  he  said 
that  no  man  doubted  the  justice  of  this  claim — 
he,  for  one,  did  not  believe  this  money  to  be 
due — he  believed  that  Colonel  Laurens  had  re- 
ceived all  the  pay  he  had  expected,  or  wished, 
from  the  Government — and  there  had  not  been 
sufficient  evidence  produced  to  convince  him 
that  this  debt  was  due.  He  should,  therefore, 
feel  compelled  to  vote  against  it.  He  had  no 
doubt  that  Colonel  Laurens  had  rendered  very 
essential  services  to  the  country;  nor  did  he 
wish  to  diminish  their  importance — ^but  he  did 
not  believe  the  present  claim  to  be  founded  in 
justice. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kelly,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ameiidment.  of  the  Constitution. 
Mr.  Bejstton,  from  the  Select  Committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  several  resolutions  pro- 
posing amendments  to  the  constitution,  in  re- 
gard to  the  election  of  President  and  Vice- 
President,  reported  the  following  resolutions; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed : 


"Jfeso?«e(J,  Ifc,  That  the  following  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  be  proposed  to 
the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  ;  which,  when 
ratified  by  the  Legislatures  of  three-fourths  of  the 
States,  shall  be  a  part  of  the  said  constitution : 

"For  the  purpose  of  choosing  Representatives  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  each  State  shall, 
by  its  Legislature,  be  divided  into  a  number  of  dis- 
tricts, equal  to  the  number  of  Representatives  to 
which  such  State  may  be  entitled.  These  districts 
shall  be  formed  of  contiguous  territory,  and  contain, 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  persons  en- 
titled by  the  constitutifti  to  be  represented.  In  each 
of  these  districts,  the  persons  qualified  to  vote  for  the 
most  numerous  branch  of  the  State  Legislature,  shall 
choose  one  Representative. 

"  For  the  purpose  of  choosing  Electors  of  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  each  State 
shall,  by  its  Legislature,  be  divided  into  a  number  of 
districts,  equal  to  the  whole  number  of  Senators  and 
Representatives  to  which  such  State  may  be  entitled 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States ;  which  districts 
shall  be  formed  of  contiguous  territory,  and  contain, 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  persons  en- 
titled by  the  constitution  to  be  represented.  The 
persons  qualified  to  vote  for  the  most  numerous 
branch  of  the  State  Legislature,  in  each  of  these  dis- 
tricts, shall  choose  one  Elector. 

"  The  Electors,  when  convened  on  the  day  and  at 
the  place  prescribed  by  law,  for  the  purpose  of  voting 
for  President  and  Vice  President,  diall  have  power, 
in  case  any  of  them  shall  fail  to  attend  before  noon 
of  such  day,  to  choose  an  Elector  or  Electors  in  place 
of  him  or  them  so  failing  to  attend. 

"  The  division  of  States  into  districts,  as  hereby 
provided  for,  shall  take  place  immediately  after  this 
amendment  shall  have  been  adopted,  and  immediate- 
ly after  every  future  census,  and  apportionment  of 
Representatives  under  the  same.  And  such  districts 
shall  not  be  altered  until  another  census  shall  have 
been  taken,  and  an  apportionment  of  Representatives 
under  it,  shall  have  been  made. 

"When  the  lists  of  all  persons  voted  for  as  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President,  and  the  number  of  votes  for 
each,  shall  have  been  signed,  certified,  and  transmit- 
ted, sealed,  to  the  Seat  of  Government,  as  required 
by  the  constitution,  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall  form  a  joint  meeting,  in  which  the 
President  of  the  Senate  shall  preside,  who  shall  open 
all  certificates,  and  the  votes  shall  then  be  counted. 
The  person  having  the  greatest  munber  of  votes  for 
President,  shall  be  President,  if  such  number  he  a 
majority  of  the  whole  number  of  Electors  appointed ; 
and  if  no  person  have  such  majority,  then,  trom  the 
highest  numbers,  not  exceeding  three,  on  the  list  of 
those  voted  for  as  President,  the  joint  meeting  shall 
immediately,  by  ballot,  choose  the  President  A 
majority  of  the  votes  of  all  the  members  present  shall 
be  necessary  to  a  choice  on  the  first  ballot,  after 
which  a  plurality  of  votes  only  shall  be  necessary  to 
a  choice.  The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of 
votes  as  Vice  President,  shall  be  the  Vice  President, 
if  such  number  be  a  majority  of  the  whole  number 
of  Electors  appointed.  If  no  person  have  that  ma- 
jority, then  he  shall  be  chosen  by  the  Senate,  as  di- 
rected by  the  constitution. 

^'Resolved,  That  no  person,  having  been  twice 
elected  to  the  ofBce  of  President  of  the  United  States, 
shall  again  be  eligible  to  that  office." 

Mr.  BENTOif  gave  notice  that  he  should  call 
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up  the  preceding  resolutions,  for  consideration, 
a  week  from  the  next  Monday. 


Feidat,  January  9. 
Nomy  Pension  Fund. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  to  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  further  extending  the  term  of 
half  pay  pensions  to  the  widows  and  children 
of  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  who  died  in 
the  public  service,  was  taken  up  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  that  the 
object  proposed  by  the  bill,  as  it  came  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  was  to  extend  the 
time  of  certain  pensions  which  had  been  al- 
ready granted  on  the  Navy  Pension  Fund ;  and 
that  the  amendment,  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee, was  intended  to  repeal  another  law,  now  in 
existence,  in  relation  to  the  same  fund ;  that,  in 
order  to  enable  the  Senate  to  judge  correctly 
whether  it  were  proper  to  concur  in  the  bill  on 
the  table,  or  to  amend  it  as  proposed  by  the 
committee,  it  might  be  useful  that  he  should 
briefly  advert  to  the  origin  of  the  fmid,  its 
present  state  and  situation,  and  the  future 
prospects  which  were  supposed  to  attend  it. 
The  Navy  Pension  Fund  had  its  date  in  1800. 
Prior  to  that  time,  during  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  the  early  periods  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, pensions  had  been  occasionally  granted 
to  distinguished  and  meritorious  Army  and 
Navy  officers,  but  no  distinct  fund  had  existed 
for  the  payment  of  those  pensions,  prior  to  the 
year  1800.  At  that  time.  Congress  passed  a 
law  in  which  the  prize  money  that  had  accrued 
during  the  qvMl  war  with  France,  in  1798,  and 
aU  money  that  should  thereafter  accrue  to  the 
United  States  from  the  sale  of  prizes,  slionld, 
forever,  be  appropriated  as  a  pension  fund,  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  for  those  officers,  sea- 
men, and  marines,  who  had  been  disabled  in  the 
line  of  their  duty,  and  become  entitled  thereto ; 
and  the  faith  of  the  United  States  was  express- 
ly pledged,  if  the  fund  should  be  found  insufficient 
for  this  purpose,  to  make  good  the  deficiency 
from  its  other  sources  of  revenue ;  but,  in  case 
there  should  be  a  surplus  income  from  the  fund, 
beyond  the  charges  on  it,  that  then  such  sur- 
plus should  be  applied  to  making  further  pro- 
vision for  the  disabled  officers,  seamen,  and  ma- 
rines, and  for  such  as,  by  a  course  of  long-con- 
tinued and  faithful  services,  might  merit  the 
gratitude  of  their  country. 

This  was  the  origin  of  the  pension  fund,  in 
1800,  but  the  law  of  that  year  no  further  ap- 
plied to  the  oases  now  under  consideration, 
than  that  it  shows  the  commencement  and  ob- 
ject of  the  fund ;  that  it  was  to  be  perpetual ; 
that  the  faith  of  the  Government  was  pledged 
to  supply  any  deficiency ;  and  that  part  of  the 
original  appropriation  constituted  a  part  of  the 
existing  fund  at  the  present'  time,  and  carried 
along  with  it  all  the  provisions  of  the  original 


Thus  the  fund  rested  until  after  the  con 
menoement  of  the  late  war  between  the  Unite 
States  and  Great  Britain,  when,  in  January 
1813,  an  act  was  passed,  providing  that,  if  an; 
officer  of  the  Navy  or  marines  should  be  kiUec 
or  die  by  reason  of  a  wound  received  in  th 
line  of  his  duty,  the  widow  or  child  of  sucl 
officer  should  be  entitled  to  receive  a  pensioi 
for  five  years,  equal  to  the  half  monthly  pay  ol 
such  deceased  officer.  The  next  year,  1814 
the  same  provision  was  extended  to  seamei 
and  marines ;  the  pensions  under  both  of  thesi 
acts  e^spired  in  course  ;  and,  in  1818  and  1819 
other  acts  were  passed,  giving  to  those  who  en 
joyed  them  an  extended  term  of  five  years 
making  the  pension  for  ten  years  instead  oi 
five ;  they  have  now  again  expired,  or  an 
about  expiring,  and  the  purpose  of  the  presen 
bill  is  to  give  them  an  extended  operation  of 
five  years  more,  making  the  term  of  fifteei 
years  instead  of  ten,  as  last  provided. 

In  determining  this  question,  the  only  inter 
esting  point  with  regard  to  it  was,  whethei 
the  income  of  the  fund  was  sufficient  for  thii 
charge  upon  it ;  for  if  it  were  not,  as  the  faitl 
of  the  Government  was  pledged  to  make  uj 
any  deficiency,  an  inconvenient  claim  might  b( 
made  upon  its  other  resources.  It  had  beei 
endeavored,  therefore,  to  ascertain  this  witl 
precision,  and  Mr.  L.  believed  he  could  verj 
nearly,  if  not  exactly,  show  the  situation  of  th( 
fund,  even  so  late  as  the  first  of  the  presen; 
month. 

There  were  then,  as  he  understood,  on 
the  Navy  pension  list,  three  hundred 
and  sixty-five  male  pensioners,  re- 
ceiving -  -  $27,28! 
Sixty-nine  widows  and  orphans,  of 
whom  there  were,  as  he  believed, 
only  three  children,  receiving  10,13( 

$37,41! 


To  which  might  be  added,  the  salary  of  th( 
secretary  of  the  fund,  and  some  contingent  ex 
penses,  probably  making  the  aggregate  dis 
bursement  for  the  past  year  amount  to  $88,000 

Against  this  was  to  be  placed  the  income  ol 
the  fund,  which  consisted  of  $781,411,  investe( 
in  the  most  secure  fund  on  the  face  of  the  earth 
the  funded  debt  of  the  United  States — whicl 
gave  an  interest  this  year  of  $45,934. 

Ninety-nine  thousand  five  hundred  and  twi 
dollars,  most  unfortunately  invested  in  th 
stock  of  one  of  the  local  banks,  which,  for  th 
last  six  months,  gave  no  dividend,  and  probabl; 
would  not,  for  a  considerable  time  to  come 
and,  on  which  investment,  if  the  stock  wei 
now  sold,  a  loss  would  be  sustained  by  th 
fund,  of  $70,000.  And  $29,000  of  other  ban 
stock,  of  better  credit,  in  the  Disti-ict,  which  1 
would  estimate  as  yielding,  annually,  a  full  ral 
interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum ;  thus  gi^ 
ing,  as  the  gross  product  of  the  fund,  aboi 
$48,000 — and  leavins;  a  balance  in  favor  thnr 
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This,  Mr.  L.  said,  was  a  cheering  view  of  the 
subject,  the  unfortunate  investment  notwith- 
standing; and,  recollecting  that  the  fund  has 
been  created  by  the  gallant  enterprise  of  those 
whose  descendants  enjoyed  it,  that  it  was 
abundant  for  the  purpose,  and  the  pensioners 
to  whom  it  was  to  be  given  had  been  selected 
heretofore  as  being  worthy  of  the  patronage, 
and  entitled  to  tlie  gratitude  of  their  country, 
as  the  representtaives  of  those  who  had  nobly 
offered  up  their  lives  on  the  altar  of  patriotism, 
and  had  splendidly  illustrated  the  naval  char- 
acter of  their  country,  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe,  there  could  be  no  hesitancy  in  giving  the 
extended  term  proposed,  and  in  concurring 
with  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, which  the  committee  unanimously  re- 
commended. 

■  The  section  proposed  to  be  added  to  the  bill, 
and  which  provided  for  a  repeal  of  part  of  the 
present  system,  remained  to  be  considered. 
The  law  referred  to,  was  that  of  1817,  to 
amend  and  explain  an  act  for  giving  pensions 
to  the  orphans  and  widows  of  persons  slain  in 
the  public  and  private  armed  vessels  of  the 
United  States ;  which,  probably,  originated  un- 
der the  influence  of  one  of  those  impulses  of 
humanity,  which  do  so  much  honor  to  nations 
as  well  as  individaals,  but  which  was  so  broad 
and  naked  in  its  provisions,  that,  when  under- 
stood— and  acknowledge  of  it  was  now,  he  be- 
lieved, fast  extending — as  to  absorb,  if  acted 
on  according  to  its  letter,  not  only  any  surplus 
which  the  fund  might  give,  but  also  to  make  a 
heavy  tax  on  the  public  Treasury.  The  act 
provides  that,  if  any  officer,  seaman,  or  marine, 
belonging  to  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
shall  die,  (the  expression  gives  a  prospective 
operation,  and  the  law  is  unlimited  'as  to  dura- 
tion,) or  shall  have  died,  since  1812,  in  conse- 
quence of  disease  contracted,  or  of  casualties,  or 
of  injuries,  received  while  in  the  line  of  his 
duty — ^his  widow  or  chUd  shall  be  entitled  to  a 
half  monthly  pension  for  five  years ;  and  under 
the  wording  of  this  act,  it  is  contended  that, 
admitting  men  are  received  into  service  in  good 
health,  scarcely  a  death  can  occur,  but  what 
may  be  traced  or  attributed  to  some  disease, 
casualty,  or  injury,  received  in  the  course  of  his 
duty ;  and  the  marine,  perhaps  a  loose  or  itin- 
erant member  of  society,  who  enlisted  yester- 
day, if  killed  last  night,  while  on  duty  as  a  sen- 
tinel round  the  Oapitol,  by  the  fall  of  a  tile 
from  its  roof,  or  who,  from  patroling  its  damp 
arcades,  caught  a  catarrhal  affection,  producing 
consumption  and  terminating  in  death — the 
seamen  who  died  in  the  Congress  frigate  off 
Manilla,  or  at  the  Havana,  those  who  were 
sufferers  under  Captain  Spence  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  and  the  victims  to  the  epidemic  at 
Thompson's  Island  the  last  summer,  are  all  of 
them  entitled  to  give  to  their  widows,  or  chil- 
dren, if  they  have  them,  a  right  to  the  claim  of 
a  pension  or  half  monthly  allowance  of  five 
years,  under  the  present  act.  This,  he  would 
observe,  is  not  an  idle  apprehension;   cases 


have  ocoarred  under  it,  and  are  increasing, 
while  the  commissioners,  unwilling  to  admit  a 
construction  which  they  do  not  believe  was 
ever  contemplated,  are  still  precluded  by  the 
letter  of  the  law,  from  decisively  rejecting  the 
claims  which  have  already  arisen,  and  which 
cannot  but  rapidly  multiply. 

It  never  was,  nor  could  have  been,  in  the 
contemplation  of  the  Government'  to  give  to 
every  common  seaman  or  marine,  who,  in  time 
of  peace,  might  die  by  disease  contracted,  or 
casualty  occurring  in^he  course  of  his  duty,  a 
right,  after  a  day  or  month's  service,  to  place 
his  widow  or  his  child  on  the  pension  list  for 
five  years ;  it  was  a  perversion  of  the  pension 
act,  althotigh  the  literal  construction  was  a  cor- 
rect one,  as  he  understood,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
commissioners,  as  well  as  others ;  and  to  pre- 
vent the  extension  of  this  evil,  after  most 
scruptilously  guarding  the  rights  of  all  those 
who  had  received  pensions,  and  of  all  those  al- 
so who  might,  by  possibility,  be  entitled  to 
them  up  to  the  date  of  the  repeal  of  the  act, 
the  amendment  now  offered  was  recommended, 
and  in  this  recommendation  the  committee 
were  also  unanimous.  The  effect  of  it,  if 
adopted,  would  be,  to  restore  the  pension  fund 
to  its  original  and  legitimate  uses ;  one  of 
which,  and  perhaps  the  most  important,  was 
to  excite  to  deeds  of  noble  daring,  and  chival- 
rous achievement,  the  officers  and  seamen  of 
our  country,  by  the  assurance  which  was  given 
them  that,  if  superannuated  after  long  and 
faithful  services,  or  if  disabled,  they  wovild  re- 
ceive succor  from  their  Government;  or  if 
slain,  or  dying  from  honorable  wounds,  that 
their  widows  and  orphans  should  receive  sup- 
port, at  least  for  a  term  of  five  years,  from  the 
proceeds  of  a  fvmd,  which  ought  sacredly  to  be 
preserved  for  these  most  useful  purposes ;  leav- 
ing new  or  individual  cases  which  may  occur 
hereafter,  to  be  provided  for  according  to  their 
merits. 

These,  Mr.  Llotd  said,  were  the  views 
which  influenced  the  committee,  and  which  he 
had  thought  it  respectful  to  the  Senate  to  com- 
municate. ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 
who  also  offered  some  remarks  on  the  subject, 
the  farther  consideration  of  the  biU  was  post- 
poned to  Monday  next. 


Wedijesdat,  January  14. 
Nicholas  Van  Dike,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Delaware, 
for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the 
fourth  day  of  March  last,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
Senate. 

Pensions  to  Widows  and  Children  of  Persons 
slain  in  the  Privateer  Service. 

Mr.  Paeeott  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration ;  which  was  road : 
Besolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be 
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instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  continu- 
ing the  pensions  heretofore  granted  by  law  to  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  persons  slain  in  the  private- 
armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  or  who  may 
have  died  in  consequence  of  any  accident  or  casualty 
which  occurred  on  board  such  vessels  during  the 
late  war. 


TnuESDAY,  January  15. 
TuoMAs  Oi.ATTON,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  to  fill  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of 
OsBsar  A.  Rodney,  produced  his  credentials, 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 


Feidat  January  16. 
The  Right  of  Pre-emption. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  unfa- 
vorable to  the  petition  of  Colonel  Alexander  A. 
White,  who  petitioned  Congress  to  grant  him  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  a  emaU  tract  of  public 
land,  which  he  had  settled,  on  the  west  bank  of 
the  Mississippi  River. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  reverse 
the  report,  and,  in  support  of  this  motion,  he 
explained  the  nature  of  the  claim,  and  offered 
his  views  at  some  length.  It  appears,  fi'om  his 
statement,  and  from  the  papers  which  he  read, 
that  the  petitioner  was  a  distinguished  oflicer  of 
the  late  war ;  that  when  disbanded  in  1815,  being 
unable  to  purchase  lands,  and  not  knowing  that 
the  act  of  Congress,  granting  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to  settlers  on  the  public  lands  in  Louisi- 
ana, had  expired,  he  settled  on  a  tract  of  land 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  situated  on  the 
Mississippi  River,  in  the  parish  of  West  Baton 
Rouge,  and  had  built  houses,  drained  lands,  and 
made  considerable  improvements  thereon ;  that 
he  had  made  a  pubhc  road,  and  a  levee,  for  near 
three  miles  in  front  of  the  land,  which  had  re- 
claimed a  considerable  portion  of  the  public  lands 
from  .the  inundation  of  the  river,  and  added 
greatly  to  the  value  of  the  public  lands  in  the 
vicinity.  He  prayed  that  Congress  would  grant 
him  a  donation,  or  pre-emption  right  to  the  land 
in  question. 

Mr.  J.  said,  that  the  committee  had  reported 
against  the  claim,  on  the  ground  that  the  petition- 
er had  settled  in  violation  of  the  act  of  Congress 
of  1807,  prohibiting  settlements  upon  the  public 
lands.  He  contended,  that  the  act  alluded  to 
was  passed  to  meet  one  or  two  cases  of  extra- 
ordinary character,  and  not  to  prevent  emigi-a- 
tion  to  the  West,  and  that  Congress  had,  in 
numerous  instances,  since  that  act  passed,  grant- 
ed the  pre-emption  right  to  settlers  in  the  new 
States  and  Territories ;  that  sound  policy  requir- 
ed that  the  practice  should  still  be  continued ; 
that  it  should  be  the  object  of  the  Government 
to  strengthen  the  most  exposed  parts  of  the 
Union,  by  a  dense  white  population ;  that  such 
a  population  was  particularly  required  in  Louisi- 
ana to  protect    the  country  against  internal 


gued  to  show,  that  such  a  course  would  operate 
even  to  the  advantage  of  the  Government,  in  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view,  as  it  would  add  to  the 
value  of  the  public  lands  in  the  neighborhood. 
He  complained  of  the  delay,  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  in  not  surveying  and  bringing 
into  market  the  public  lands  in  Louisiana,  in 
consequence  of  which,  those  who  had  removed 
to  that  country  had  not  been  afforded  an  op- 
portunity of  purchasing  pubhc  lands :  and  that 
emigration  had  been  repelled  from  the  country. 
Mr.  J.  contended,  that,  from  the  circumstances 
he  had  stated,  this  was  one  of  the  strongest 
cases  which  could  occur;  that  the  petitioner 
had  been  an  officer  of  distinguished  merit ;  that 
he  had  enlisted  a  company  of  men  and  served 
with  great  reputation  throughout  the  Creek 
war ;  that,  at  New  Orleans  in  an  attack  on  the 
enemy,  he  was  severely  wounded,  in  considera- 
tion of  which,  and  for  his  gallant  conduct  on 
that  occasion,  he  was  brevetted  to  the  rank  of  a 
Lieutenant  Colonel.  Mr.  J.  said  that,  if  distin- 
guished services,  if  gallant  conduct  in  action,  if 
wounds  received  in  fighting  the  battles  of  the 
country,  give  claims  upon  the  favorable  con- 
sideration of  the  Government,  Colonel  White 
was  entitled  to  that  consideration.  He  con- 
cluded by  remarking,  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber who  commanded  at  New  Orleans,  (allud- 
ing to  General  Jackson,)  would,  he  was  per- 
suaded, testify  to  the  gallantry  and  distinguished 
services  of  Colonel  White. 

Mr.  Jackson  confirmed  the  representation 
which  had  been  made  of  the  meritorious  con- 
duct of  Colonel  White,  in  the  campaign  at  New 
Orleans,  where  he  was,  in  the  battle  of  the  23d 
December,  severely  wounded;  and  Mr.  J.  ob- 
served that,  if  gallant  conduct,  meritorious  ser- 
vices, and  severe  sufferings,  entitled  any  man  to 
the  boon  he  asked  for  from  the  Government,  nc 
one  could  have  stronger  claims  than  Colonel 
White,  and  he,  for  one,  should  give  the  peti- 
tioner his  vote. 

A  debate  ensued  on  this  subject,  which,  fron 
the  number  and  talents  of  the  gentlemen  whc 
engaged  in  it,  and  the  earnestness  and  abilitj 
displayed,  rendered  it  interesting,  and  wouk 
have  entitled  it  to  a  full  report,  had  the  princi 
pie  involved  not  repeatedly,  heretofore,  been  th( 
subject  of  the  deliberations  and  acts  of  Congress 

Besides  the  gentlemen  above  named,  the  ap 
plication  of  the  petitioner  was  advocated  b; 
Messrs.  Smith,  Lanman,  Benton,  and  Beown 
and  it  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Baeton,  Loweii 
Van  Dyke,  Chanduee,  Baeboue,  King  of  Nev 
York,  and  Maoon.  In  support  of  the  claii 
were  urged  principally  the  reasons  stated  abov 
— the  merits,  and  services,  and  poverty,  of  th 
petitioner ;  the  worthless  quality  of  the  land,  i 
its  natural  condition,  befoi-e  the  petitioner  ha 
reclaimed  it  by  his  labor,  by  the  erection  < 
embankments  to  keep  the  river  from  overflowin 
it,  &o. ;  the  additional  value  which  this  settli 
ment  and  the  improvements  gave  to  neighborin 
public  lands  ;  the  propriety  of  granting  pr 
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waste  public  lands ;  former  exceptions  made  by 
Congress  to  the  law,  &o.  On  the  other  hand, 
were  urged  the  settled  policy  of  the  nation, 
solemnly  adopted  by  Congress,  in  the  passage  of 
an  act,  forbidding  all  persons  from  setting  down 
on  any  of  the  public  lands ;  the  impropriety  of 
holding  out  encouragement  to  persons  to  violate 
the  law  by  granting  pre-emption  to  this  peti- 
tioner who  had,  contrary  to  law,  established 
himself  on  the  public  lands;  that  in  acting  on  such 
a  case  the  merits  of  the  individual  (which  all 
acknowledged)  ought  not  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration ;  that  if  the  prohibitory  law  was 
wrong,  it  ought  to  be  repealed,  but  while  in  exist- 
ence it  ought  to  be  rigidly  enforced,  and  not 
have  impunity  and  encouragement  held  out  to 
disregard  and  violate  it,  &c. 

The  debate  continued,  with  much  ammation, 
until  three  o'clock. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Johnson's 
motion  to  reverse  the  report  and  grant  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioner,  it  was  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows  : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Edwards  of  Con- 
necticut, Hayne,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  Lanman,  Smith,  and  Tal- 
bot—11. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  Branch, 
Chandler,  Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Diokerson,  Eaton,  El- 
liott, Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of 
Mississippi,  King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lloyd  of 
Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Lowrie,  Mcll- 
vaine,  Macon,  Mills,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Bug- 
gies, Seymour,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  Van 
Btiren,  Van  Dyke,  and  WiUiams — 32. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  then  agreed 
to.* 


Monday,  January  19. 
Nicholas  Wake,  from  the  State  of  Georgia, 
whose  credentials  were  read  and  filed  during 
the  last  session,  attended,  was   quaMfied,  and 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Road  in  the  Territory  ofArhmsaa. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  authorize  the  surveying  and  mak- 
ing a  road  from  Memphis,  in  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, to  Little  Kock,  in  the  Territory  of  Ar- 
kansas ;"  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for,  to-morrow. 

"Wednesday,  January  21. 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  Vice  President  of  the 
TJiiited  States,  and  President  of  the  Senate, 
attended. 


♦  This  debate,  and  the  vote  which  followed  it,  will  show 
the  low  point  at  which  the  pre-emption  system  stood  at 
that  time  la  Congress— a  system  which  was  afterwards 
fought  np  iuto  general  popularity,  and  became  incorporated 
as  a  permaneiit,  and  most  beneficial  part  of  the  public  land 
system. 


Public  Lands — Repeal  of  Trespass  Act — Pre- 


The  resolution  proposed  yesterday  by'  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  proposing  an  inquiiy 
into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  act  of 
Congress,  "  preventing  settlements  being  made 
on  the  public  lands,  until  authorized  by  law," 
was  again  read  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Johnson,  in  support  of  the  resolution, 
said  that,  in  the  discussion  which  had  taken 
place  a  few  days  sin(^,  upon  the  claim  of  Col- 
onel "White,  the  act  mentioned  in  this  resolu- 
tion had  frequently  been  alluded  to,  and  several 
members  had  expressed  their  opinion  that  it 
ought  to  be  repealed.  Being  of  the  same  opin- 
ion himself,  knowing  that  the  operation  of  the 
law  was  very  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  and  believing  that  it  could 
never  be  the  true  policy  of  the  Government  to 
prevent  the  settlement  of  its  land?;  he  had  pro- 
posed an  inquiry  into  the  propriety  of  repealing 
that  law.  He  thought  that,  so  far  from  pre- 
venting the  settlement  of  these  lands,  the  Gov- 
ernment should  do  all  in  its  power  to  encourage 
it.  Vast  tracts  of  lands  in  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana yet  remain  unsettled,  and  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  the  State,  under  the  present  circum- 
stances, to  do  any  thing  towards  their  settle- 
ment. Many  of  the  lands  in  question  had  not 
even  been  surveyed.  The  power  of  the  United 
States  to  hold  such  lands,  waste  and  useless  to 
the  State  in  which  they  are  situated,  is  doubted 
by  many  of  the  most  enlightened  and  intelli- 
gent men.  It  was  an  opinion  entertained,  Mr. 
J.  said,  by  many  persons,  who  were  highly 
competent  to  judge  in  such  a  case,  that  when 
the  State  was  admitted  into  the  "CTmon,  with 
all  the  privileges  and  powers  belonging  to  the 
other  States,  that  it  had  a  right  to  the  control 
over  these  lands — at  any  rate,  to  whomsoever 
this  power  belongs,  it  is  obvious  that  the  settle- 
ment of  lands  ought  to  be  facilitated,  and  with 
a  view  to  that  object,  he  had  submitted  this  res- 
olution ;  as  it  merely  proposed  an  inquiry  into 
the  expediency  of  repealing  the  law,  he  trusted 
it  would  not  be  objected  to. 

Mr.  KiN&,  of  New  York,  thought  it  an  un- 
usual course  to  refer  a  subject  of  this  kind  to  a 
committee ;  as  it  could  as  well  be  settled  by  the 
Senate,  without  such  reference.  He  dissented 
entirely  from  the  opinions  advanced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana — he  thought  the  true 
policy  of  the  country  was,  to  prohibit,  by  aU 
possible  means,  the  unlawful  settlement  of  its 
lands.  These  lands  had  been  purchased  of  the 
Indians,  with  money  from  the  public  Treasury 
— surveys  had  been  instituted,  at  great  expense 
to  the  nation — and  the  prices  which  the  Gov- 
ernment now  puts  upon  its  lands,  are  so  very 
low,  that  no  reasonable  man  can  require  that 
they  should  be  less.  The  terms  upon  which 
they  are  offered,  are  highly  advantageous  to 
every  one  who  is  desirous  to  go  there,  and 
make  settlement.  Although  the  policy  of 
Prance  and  Spain  had  been  different,  in  regard 
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to  the  settlement  of  public  lands,  yet,  Mr.  K. 
thought  our  policy  far  the  most  unexception- 
able, as  it  provides  for  a  regular,  just,  and 
moral  settlement,  by  fair  and  legal  titles. 
Every  one  who  wished  to  become  the  possessor 
of  a  portion  of  the  land  in  question,  could  easily 
acquire  a  sure  title  to  it.  If  such  a  regular  and 
orderly  settlement  was  to  be  produced,  it  could 
only  be  done  by  adhering  to  the  system  which 
the  Government  has  adopted.  Mr.  K.  asked 
gentlemen  to  consider,  if  the  public  lands 
were  thrown  open  to  every  one  who  saw 
fit  to  settle  upon  them,  without  price  and 
without  title,  whether  there  could  be  any 
guarantee  for  the  security  of  property,  in  such 
a  settlement. 

If  those  extensive  tracts  of  country  of  which 
the  gentleman  bad  spoken,  were  settled  in  that 
way,  men  would  be  sent  to  Congress  to  make 
laws  for  the  people,  who  had  themselves  en- 
tirely disregarded  the  laws  and  the  rights  of 
property.  Such  a  state  of  things  would  be  de- 
plorable indeed.  The  only  men  who  are  fit  to 
make  laws  for  the  people,  are  those  who  hold 
their  property  by  a  just  and  fair  title.  He  be- 
lieved that  Uongress  had  ever  been  willing  to 
do,  and  had  done,  every  thing  that  was  fair 
and  equitable,  to  encourage  the  settlement  of 
the  public  lands ;  and  he  had  always  thought 
that  the  system  now  acted  on  had  greatly  ad- 
vanced that  object.  The  greatest  difiBculties 
which  had  been  encountered  in  the  business, 
had  arisen  from  the  uncertainty  of  the  French 
and  Spanish  titles.  If  this  law,  which  is  so 
necessary  to  the  credit  and  the  happiness  of  the 
country,  were  repealed,  such  a  repeal  would 
have  a  strong  tendency  to  subvert  the  proper 
settlement  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr.  JoHNsosr  briefly  replied  to  Mr.  King. 
Messrs.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  and  Bbnton,  made 
a  few  remarks  on  the  subject ;  and  the  reso- 
lution was  negatived  by  a  considerable  ma- 
jority. 


Thtjbsdat,  January  22. 
Amendment  of  the  Constitution — Soad  and 
Canal  Making  Power  within  the  States^ 
Mr.  Van  Bueen  rose,  in  pursuance  of  notice 
given  on  Wednesday  last,  to  ask  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  joint  resolution,  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  subject  of  the  power  of  Congress  to  make 
roads  and  canals.  He  said  he  was  as  much  op- 
posed as  any  man,  to  frequent  alterations  of 
the  form  of  government  under  which  we  live, 
but  he  would  make  no  apology  for  bringing 
this  matter  before  the  Senate,  in  so  imposing  a 
form  as  that  of  an  amendment  to  the  constitu- 
tion. He  would  not  do  so,  because  he  was  en- 
tirely convinced  that  no  one  could  dispassion- 
ately consider  the  present  state  of  the  question, 
to  which  his  resolution  rfil.n.t.P9_  withnnt.  fpplinof 


provision  on  the  subject.  It  was  not  his  inten 
tion,  at  this  time,  to  enter  into  the  discussio! 
of  the  matter;  he  would  only  submit  ono  o 
two  general  remai-ks  in  relation  to  it.  Of  thi 
importance  of  the  question,  it  was  not  necessarj 
to  speak.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that,  in  its  scope 
it  embraces  the  funds  of  the  nation  to  an  un 
limited  extent,  and  in  its  result  must  affect,  a; 
far  as  the  agency  of  the  Federal  Govemmeni 
was  concerned,  the  future  internal  improvemeni 
of  a  great  and  flourishing  country.  Is  the  pow- 
er to  make  roads  and  canals,  within  the  States, 
now  vested  in  the  Federal  Government?  In- 
dividuals, said  Mr.  V.  B.,  may  give  their  im- 
pressions, with  their  reasons  for  the  various 
ingenious  constructions  they  put  upon  tKe  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  constitution,  to  make  out 
that  this  power  exists ;  but  all  candid  men  will 
admit  that  there  are  few  questions  more  unset- 
tled. Whilst,  in  some  States,  the  power  is  uni- 
versally conceded,  and  its  exercise  loudly  re- 
quired, in  others,  its  existence  is  as  generally 
denied,  and  its  exercise  as  ardently  resisted. 
Is  there  cause  to  believe  that,  as  the  constitu- 
tion now  stands,  a  construction  will  obtain, 
which  will  be  so  far  acquiesced  in  as  to  be  re- 
garded and  enforced  as  one  of  the  established 
powers  of  the  General  Government?  He 
thought  there  was  not.  For  about  twenty 
years,  this  subject  had  been  one  of  constant 
and  earnest  discussion.  Efforts  have,  at  vari- 
ous times,  been  made  in  Congress  to  exercise 
the  power  in  question.  They  have  met  some- 
times with  more,  and  sometimes  with  less, 
favor.  BUls,  containing  the  assertion,  and  di- 
recting the  exerciae  of  this  power,  have  passed 
the  two  Houses,  and  been  returned,  with  objec- 
tions, by  two  successive  Presidents,  and  failed 
for  want  of  the  constitutional  majority.  The 
last  Congress  and  the  Executive  were  arrayed 
against  each  other,  upon  the  question,  and  as 
far  as  a  recent  vote  of  tie  other  House  may  be 
regarded  as  evidence  of  the  present  opinion  of 
Congress,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
such  is  now  the  case. 

The  Government  has  now  been  in  operation 
rising  of  thirty  years ;  and  although  the  subject 
has  always  been  a  matter  of  interest,  no  law 
clearly  embracing  the  power  has  ever  yet  been 
passed.  Tliere  is,  therefore,  but  little  reason 
to  hope,  that,  without  some  constitutional  pro- 
vision, the  question  wiU  ever  be  settled.  K 
the  General  Government  has  not  now  the 
power,  Mr.  V.  B.  said,  that  he  for  one,  thought 
that,  under  suitable  restrictions,  they  ought  to 
have  it.  As  to  what  those  restrictions  ought 
to  be,  there  might,  and  probably  would,  be 
diversity  of  opinion.  But,  aa  to  the  abstract 
proposition,  that  as  much  of  the  funds  of  the 
nation  as  could  be  raised,  without  oppression, 
and  as  are  not  necessary  to  the  discharge  of 
existing  and  indispensable  demands  upon  the 
Government,  should  be  expended  upon  internal 
improvements,  under  restrictions  regarding  the 
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difference  of  opinion.  He  could  not  but  hope, 
that  those  who  think  the  better  construction  of 
the  constitution  is,  that  Congress  now  have  the 
power,  would  also  consent  to  some  amendment. 
They  must,  at  all  events,  admit  that  it  is  far 
from  being  a  clear,  and  certainly  not  a  settled 
matter,  and  in  view  of  the  danger  always  at- 
tending the  exercise  of  a  doubtful  right  by  the 
Federal  Government  against  the  persevering 
opposition  of  the  several  States,  they  would 
decide  whether,  instead  of  contesting  this  mat- 
ter as  it  has  been  done  for  so  many  years,  it 
would  not  be  more  for  the  interest  of  the  na- 
tion, as  well  as  the  credit  of  the  Government, 
to  place  the  matter  on  well-defined  ground. 
There  were  many  strong  reasons  why  he 
thought  this  course  ought  to  be  pursued,  and 
which,  at  the  proper  time,  he  would  take  the 
liberty  to  urge.  For  the  present,  he  would 
simply  add,  that,  independent  of  the  collisions 
of  State  interests,  which  this  power  is  more 
likely  than  any  other  to  produce,  the  exercise 
of  it  in  the  present  state  of  the  constitution, 
and  with  an  Executive  whose  reading  of  it 
should  be  different  from  that  of  the  present, 
and  the  two  who  last  preceded  him,  could  not 
fail  to  be  grossly  unequal  among  the  States ; 
because  it  is  well  known  that  there  were  some 
States  who  have  invariably,  and  who  will,  as 
long  as  they  prefer  the  inviolability  of  the  con- 
stitution to  their  local  interest,  continue  to 
oppose  the  exercise  of  this  power  with  them. 
Without,  therefore,  the  ability  to  prevent,  they 
would  be  excluded  from  the  benefits  of  its  ex- 
ercise. The  course  now  proposed  had  been 
earnestly  recommended  to  the  last  Congress  by 
the  present  Executive,  and,  when  the  subject 
came  up  for  discussion,  he  would  endeavor  to 
show  that  its  adoption  was  called  for  by  the 
best  interests  of  the  nation. 

Leave  was  then  granted,  and  Mr.  Van 
BuEEN  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading : 

"Mesolved,  Sfc,  That  the  following  amendment 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  be  proposed 
to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  : 

"  Congress  sliall  have  power  to  malte  roads  and 
canals  :  but  all  money  appropriated  for  this  purpose, 
shall  be  apportioned  among  the  several  States  ac- 
cording to  the  last  enumeration  of  their  respective 
numbers,  and  applied  to  the  making  and  repairing  of 
roads  and  canals  within  the  several  States,  as  Con- 
gress may  direct ;  but  any  State  may  consent  to  the 
appropriation  by  Congress  of  its  quota  of  such  appro- 
priation in  the  making  or  repairing  of  roads  and 
canals,  without  its  own  limits ;  no  such  road  or  ca- 
nal shall,  however,  be  made  within  any  State,  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  Legislature  thereof,  and  all 
such  money  shall  be  so  expended  under  their  direc- 
tion."* 


*  It  will  be  porceiyed  that  this  proposed  amendment  of 
the  constitution  only  extends  to  tSiaiee,  there  being  no 
question  about  the  power  of  Congress  to  make  these  im- 
provements in  the  Territories — even  of  purely  local  char- 
acter. 


Feidat,  January  23. 
Sloops  of  War. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  authorizing 
the  building  of  an  additional  number  of  sloops 
of  war  for  the  Naval  service  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Paeeott  said  that  upon  examination  into 
this  subject,  he  had  found  that  the  Government 
had,  at  different  times,  built  twelve  or  thirteen 
vessels  of  the  descriptijjn  proposed  to  be  built, 
under  this  act;  that  this  class  of  vessels  were 
of  the  greatest  use,  both  in  peace  and  war; 
that  the  experience  of  the  last  year  furnishes 
proof  enough  of  their  utility.  The  outrages 
committed  by  the  pirates  in  the  West  Indian 
seas  had  shown  the  necessity  of  vessels  of  such 
a  size  as  were  best  fitted  to  protect  our  com- 
merce. In  1803,  Congress  had  authorized  the 
building  of  four  vessels  of  sixteen  guns ;  in 
1804,  two  others  were  built;  and  in  1813,  six 
additional  vessels  of  the  same  class — making, 
in  the  whole,  twelve  vessels.  By  shipwreck, 
decay,  and  disaster,  a  considerable  portion  of 
these  vessels  were  lost ;  and  there  now  only  re- 
mained three  or  four  of  them,  and  those  not  of 
the  best  kind.  By  passing  this  act.  Congress 
would  only  restore  the  former  number  of  sloops 
of  war.  The  great  amount  of  our  trade  to  the 
West  Indies,  requiring  the  protection  of  the^ 
Government,  could  be  protected  in  no  better 
way  than  by  this  class  of  vessels;  and  when 
their  general  utility  and  eflicienoy  were  con- 
sidered, Mr.  P.  hoped  the  bill  would  not  be 
opposed.  He  said  if  the  bill  should  pass,  that 
probably  all  the  vessels  would  not  be  built  this 
year,  and  that  the  money  would  not  be  called 
for  immediately ;  probably  three  years  would 
elapse  before  the  ten  vessels,  authorized  by  the 
bill,  would  be  completed. 

Mr.  Ohandlee  had  no  objection  to  this  class 
of  vessels ;  but  he  thought  the  Navy,  both  in 
respect  to  the  large  and  the  small  vessels,  was 
about  to  be  increased  beyond  what  the  circum- 
stances of  the  country  require.  He  believed 
that  if  five  vessels,  of  the  class  proposed  in  the 
bill,  were  built,  it  would  be  amply  sufiicient. 
He,  therefore,  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  ten  "  from  the  bill. 

Mr.  LlOtd,  of  Massachusetts,  read  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affaii-s,  stating  it  as  his  opin- 
ion that  the  economy  and  convenience  of  the 
service  required  an  addition  of  as  many  as  ten 
vessels  of  this  class.  Mr.  L.  made  some  few 
remarks  in  support  of  the  bill.  He  said  that 
the  small  number  of  navy  yards  on  our  sea- 
coast,  rendered  it  probable  that  not  more  than 
five  or  six  of  the  vessels  would  be  built  the 
present  year,  if  the  act  passed  in  its  present 
shape;  and,  consequently,  that  not  more  than 
1400,000  or  $500,000  of  the  money  would  be 
wanted  within  the  year,  and  that  economy  in 
building  them  would  be  promoted  by  this  de- 
lay, as  the  timber  could  be  purchased,  and  time 
allowed  for  it  to  season. 
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Mr.  Smith  thought  the  Senate  ought  to  have 
some  regard  to  the  finances  of  the  country, 
while  acting  upon  bills  of  this  kind,  and  to  re- 
collect that  this  specific  appropriation  was  over 
and  above  the  annual  appropriation  of  $500,000 
for  the  increase  of  the  Navy ;  that  not  only  the 
cost  of  building  these  vessels  should  be  taken 
into  view,  but  also  the  annual  expense  of  sup- 
porting them  afterwards;  that  the  great  de- 
mands upon  the  Treasury,  for  the  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  debt  and  other  purposes, 
should  be  considered.  He  hoped,  if  the  bill 
should  pass,  that  the  building  of  these  vessels 
would  not  be  confined  to  those  places  where 
the  navy  yards  were  established,  but  that  con- 
tracts would  be  made  in  other  ports,  in  order 
to  give  their  mechanics  a  share  of  the  business. 
He  concluded  by  moving  the  postponement  of 
the  bill  till  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  did  not  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  opposing  the  postponement  of 
the  bill,  for  he  was  always  in  favor  of  giving 
time  for  inquiry,  but  he  wished  to  raise  his 
voice  against  building  any  public  vessels  by 
contract ;  he  would  not  vote  one  dollar  to  build 
by  contract.  The  pernicious  effects  of  this 
mode  of  building  had  been  sufficiently  proved. 
In  Great  Britain,  public  vessels  built  by  con- 
tract had  frequently  rotted  before  they  were 
off  the  stocks. 

Messrs.  Holmes  of  Maine,  Llotd  of  Mary- 
land, Maoon,  and  Loweie,  each  made  a  few 
remarks  upon  the  subject,  and  the  motion  to 
postpone  to  Tuesday  next,  prevailed. 


Monday,  January  26. 
llie  Marquis  Be  Lafayette. 
Mr.  Hayije,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  se- 
lect committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  reso- 
lution in  relation  to  an  intended  visit  of  the 
Marquis  De  Lafayette  to  the  United  States,  re- 
ported the  following  amended  resolutions : 

The  Marquis  De  Lafayette  having  expressed  his 
intention  to  revisit  this  country : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  Am&nca^  in  Congress  assembled^ 
That  the  President  be  rec[uested  to  communicate  to 
him  the  assurances  of  grateful  and  affectionate  at- 
tachment still  cherished  for  him  hj  the  Government 
and  people  of  the  United  States. 

ATid  he  it  further  resolved^  That,  "whenever  the 
President  shall  be  informed  of  the  time  when  the 
Marquis  may  be  ready  to  embark,  that  a  national 
ship  (with  suitable  accommodation)  be  employed  to 
bring  him  to  the  United  States. 

The  resolution  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Hayne  said  that  the  committee,  to  whom 
these  resolutions  were  referred,  had  directed 
him  to  report  them  in  a  shape  which,  it  is  be- 
lieved, will  meet  the  wishes  and  accord  with 
the  views  of  every  gentleman  in  this  House.  I 
may,  said  he,  be  permitted,  individually,  to  in- 
dulge this  hope,  not  only  from  the  character  of 


it  was,  with  the  single  exception  of  him  who 
now  addresses  you,  of  statesmen  and  soldiers  of 
the  Revolution ;  men  who  have  fouglit  and 
bled,  or  suffered  in  the  cause  of  their  country, 
and  whose  opinions  are  entitled  to  the  highest 
respect. 

I  have  seldom,  said  Mr.  Hatnb,  had  a  more 
delightful  duty  to  perform  than  that  of  report- 
ing these  resolutions  in  honor  of  the  Marquis 
De  Lafayette — ^resolutions  intended  to  give  ex- 
pression to  the  feelings  of  veneration  and  at- 
tachment which  the  people  of  the  United  States 
have  always  cherished  for  that  gallant  soldier 
and  devoted  patriot.  After  an  absence  from 
this  country  of  nearly  half  a  century,  his  ser- 
vices are  still  "  freshly  remembered,"  while  his 
virtues  are  enshrined  in  every  American  heart. 
There  are  men  still  left  among  us  who  were  his 
companions  in  arms,  or  who,  from  their  high 
stations  in  the  public  service,  witnessed  his  ex- 
ertions in  the  field.  I  behold  some  of  them 
now  around  me,  occupying  seats  in  this  Hall, 
and  honoring,  by  their  presence,  the  councils  of 
their  country ;  men  whose  heads  have  indeed 
been  bleached  by  the  revolution  of  many  win- 
ters, but  whose  hearts  time  has  had  no  power 
to  chiU.  Their  bosoms  still  swell  with  patriotic 
emotions,  and  the  warm  current  of  unbroken 
affection  rushes  strongly  towards  the  friends  of 
their  youth  and  their  old  companions  in  arms. 
Perhaps  there  exists  no  stronger  tie  than  that 
which  binds  the  patriot  and  soldier  to  those 
with  whom  he  has  shared  common  dangers  and 
achieved  common  victories.  Such  men,  said 
Mr.  H.,  will  excuse  me,  the  members  of  this 
honorable  body  will  indulge  me,  while  I  dwell 
for  a  few  moments  on  the  character  and  ser- 
vices of  the  gallant  Lafayette.  We  are,  it  is 
true,  no  strangers  to  his  history,  yet  we  may 
recall  some  of  the  incidents  of  his  life  with  per- 
fect satisfaction,  as  few  men  have  ever  exhibited 
so  much  purity  in  motive  and  so  much  virtue  in 
conduct. 

The  era  of  the  American  Revolution  found 
the  Marquis  Lafayette  a  young  man,  (only  nine- 
teen years  of  age,)  in  attendance  at  the  Court 
of  his  sovereign,  the  King  of  France.  A  noble- 
man by  birth,  of  a  distinguished  family,  and  the 
heir  to  a  large  fortune,  he  might  be  said,  in  the 
language  of  Lord  Byron,  to  have  been  "  bred  an 
aristocrat."  That  the  earliest  reflections  of 
such  a  man  should  have  made  him  aspire  to  the 
character  of  the  benefactor  of  mankind ;  that 
his  very  first  step  should  have  placed  him  by 
the  side  of  patriots  and  heroes  who  were  fight- 
ing the  battles  of  freedom,  establishes  beyond 
all  question  that  he  was  a  man  "  cast  in  no  com- 
mon mould."  While  other  noblemen  of  his  age 
and  standing  were  swelling  the  pomp  and  pa- 
geantry of  power,  he  resisted  the  blandishments 
of  the  Court;  closed  his  breast  against  the  in- 
fluence of  pleasure ;  tore  himself  from  his  kin- 
dred and  his  native  land  to  vindicate,  in  Amer- 
ica, the  rights  of  man.    It  is  recorded  by  the 
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vorable  turn  in  the  tide  of  our  affairs,  strongly- 
dissuaded  the  youthful  soldier  from  taking  that 
decisive  step,  and  it  is  positively  asserted  that 
the  French  monarch,  so  far  from  encouraging 
the  enterprise,  actually  issued  orders  for  his 
arrest.  They  were  unavailing;  for  what  ob- 
stacles are  insuperable  to  the  noble  in  soul — ^the 
firm  in  heart — the  steadfast  in  purpose?  La- 
fayette fitted  out  an  expedition  at  his  own  pri- 
vate expense,  and  embarked  himself  and  his 
fortunes  in  the  cause  of  freedom.  He  arrived 
at  Charleston  early  in  1777,  and  notwithstand- 
ing his  extreme  youth,  was  immediately  ap- 
pointed by  Congress  a  Major  General  in  the 
American  Army.  From  that  period  to  the  ter- 
mination of  the  contest,  he  performed,  with  ex- 
traordinary zeal  and  fidelity,  all  the  duties  inci- 
dent to  his  exalted  station,  and  proved  himself, 
on  all  occasions,  a  high-minded  and  accom- 
plished gentleman,  a  gallant  soldier,  and  a  con- 
summate captain.  At  the  battle  of  Brandywine 
he  freely  shed  his  blood  in  our  service,  and  in 
the  campaign  of  1781  he  was  intrusted  by 
Washinotoh  with  the  command  of  a  separate 
army  for  the  defence  of  Virginia.  He  fulfilled 
that  high  duty  to  the  perfect  satisfaction  of  the 
Commander-in-chief,  and  to  the  admiration  of 
the  whole  country.  It  is  sufficient  praise  to 
say  that,  on  that  occasion,  he,  with  a  very  in- 
ferior force,  baffled  the  skill  and  frustrated  the 
plans  of  the  "  all-accomplished  Cornwallis." 

All  who  knew  Lafayette  during  the  Revolu- 
tion, bear  united  testimony  to  his  uncommon 
merit.  The  histories  of  that  day  are  filled  with 
instances  of  his  gallantry  and  good  conduct. 
But  why  multiply  proofs  ?  His  best  eulogy  was 
embraced  in  a  single  sentence:  Washinqton 
was  his  friend  !  Witness  the  letter  written  by 
his  own  hand,  while  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  (soliciting 
the  release  of  the  Marquis  from  the  prison  into 
which  he  had  been  thrown,)  breathing  in  every 
line  a  brotherly  affection ;  and  in  which  he  de- 
clares, "  that  his  friendship  for  the  Marquis  La- 
fayette has  been  constant  and  sincere."  Wash- 
ington never  forgot — he  never  ceased  to  love 
him ;  and  his  last  will  affords  evidence  that  he 
cherished  for  him  feelings  which  not  even  the 
prospect  of  death  could  extinguish.  Lafayette 
did  not  leave  our  shores  until  he  had  seen  us  a 
free  and  independent  nation;  and  from  that 
moment  to  the  present  he  has  claimed,  as  the 
proudest  of  his  titles,  that  of  an  American 
citizen. 

I  will  pass  over  the  troubles  in  which  he  has 
been  constantly  involved  since  his  return  to 
France,  with  the  single  remark,  that  it  will  be 
recorded  by  the  candid  historian  of  this  event- 
ful age,  that,  amidst  scenes  of  blood,  in  which 
unhappy  France  has  been  steeped,  the  hands  of 
Lafayette  were  unstained ;  and  though  sur- 
rounded by  temptations,  before  which  the  best 
hearts  and  best  minds  of  Europe  have  fallen,  he 
has  "  held  fast  his  integrity  to  the  end."  The 
United  States  have  at  no  period  been  unmindful 
of  the  debt  which  they  owe  to  the  Marquis  La- 


fayette. They  have  recorded  their  gratitude, 
not  mei'ely  by  repeated  votes  of  thanks,  but  by 
more  substantial  deeds ;  nor  should  it  ever  be 
forgotten  that  it  was  an  American  citizen  who 
opened  the  doors  of  his  dungeon  at  Olmutz. 

Let  it  not  be  supposed  that  these  resolutions 
are  superfiuous,  or  that  they  add  nothing  to  the 
expressions  of  the  national  gratitude.  The 
moral  effect  of  measures  of  this  ohai'acter  is 
very  great.  They  act  on  public  opinion,  (that 
lever  by  which  the  modern  world  is  moved;) 
they  purify  public  feehng  and  ennoble  public 
sentiment,  teaching  the  rising  generation  the 
great  lessons  of  patriotism  and  of  duty.  Re- 
publics have  been  charged  with  ingratitude, 
and  Europeans,  ignorant  of  the  whole  structure 
of  our  Government  and  the  course  of  our  poli- 
cy, have  supposed  that  the  charge  is  justified 
by  our  own  example.  But  when  it  shall,  at 
some  future  period,  come  to  be  known  abroad 
how  the  United  States  have,  on  all  occasions, 
acted  towards  the  Marquis  Lafayette ;  when  it 
shall  be  understood  that,  in  addition  to  the 
other  proofs  of  our  gratitude,  (which  I  am  not 
disposed  here  to  enumerate,)  we  approached 
him  in  his  old  age  with  the  expressions  of  our 
affectionate  attachment ;  it  may  perhaps  be  ac- 
knowledged that  there  can  be  no  better  inher- 
itance than  the  gratitude  of  a  free  people. 

There  is  another  view  of  this  subject,  said 
Mr.  H.,  entitled  to  some  weight.  It  is  the 
moral  effect  of  the  proposed  measure  on  our 
own  country.  No  one  acquainted  with  the 
American  character  can  doubt  that  the  Marquis 
Lafayette  will  meet  with  such  a  reception  here 
as  is  due  to  the  friend  of  Washington.  He 
wUl  be  met  by  the  few  survivors  of  the  Revo- 
lution, (his  former  companions  in  arms,)  with 
the  warmth  of  an  old  and  tried  affection ;  he 
wUl  find  in  the  hands  of  some  of  them  the  treas- 
ured memorials  of  his  ancient  friendship ;  he 
wiQ  be  greeted  with  enthusiasm  by  mOlions  of 
freemen.  How  enviable  will  be  the  feelings  of 
that  venerable  man,  when,  in  traversing  this 
great  Republic,  he  shall  behold  everywhere  the 
triumph  of  order,  peace,  political  and  religious 
liberty,  unexampled  prosperity,  and  unequalled 
happiness !  and  when  he  shall  feel,  and  know, 
and  hear  it  everywhere  acknowledged,  that 
these  blessings  are  in  part  the  fruit  of  his 
efforts ! 

The  Marquis  Lafayette  has  signified  his  wish 
to  visit  our  country.  He  must  not  be  suffered 
to  approach  it  as  an  undistinguished  stranger. 
He  must  come  protected  by  the  fiag  under  which 
he  has  so  often  fought  and  so  often  conquered. 

These  resolutions  are  worthy  of  the  National 
Legislature ;  they  will  find  a  response  in  every 
American  bosom.  I  hope,  I  trust,  they  will 
pass  the  Senate  as  they  have  done  the  House 
of  Representatives,  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

The  happiest  moment  in  the  life  of  the  Mar- 
quis Lafayette  was  probably  that  when,  finding 
that  Fi-ance  had  acknowledged  the  independence 
of  the  United  States,  he  rushed  into  the  pres- 
ence of  Washinqton,  and  throwing  himself  on 
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the  bosom  of  his  friend,  burst  into  a  flood  of 
patriotic  tears.  But,  should  we  pass  this  reso- 
lution, he  is  destined  to  experience  still  more 
exalted  happiness,  when  he  shall  be  assured,  by 
the  unanimous  vote  of  the  American  Congress, 
"of  the  grateful  and  affectionate  attachment 
still  cherished  for  him  by  the  Government  and 
people  of  the  United  States,"  and  when  he  shall 
be  hailed  by  ten  millions  of  freemen  as  their 
benefactor. 

Mr.  Ohandlee  expressed  his  assent  to  the 
resolution  as  reported  by  the  select  committee. 
It  was  unanimously  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time ;  and,  subsequently,  had  its 
third  reading,  by  general  consent,  and  passed. 


Tuesday,  January  27. 
Shops  of  War. 

The  Senate  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  consider  the  bill  authorizing  an 
additional  number  of  sloops  of  wax,  for  the  na- 
val service  of  the  United  States.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  the  bill  was 
amended,  by  inserting  the  words,  "  as  soon  as 
suitable  materials  can  be  procured,"  and,  also, 
by  striking  out  the  clause  respecting  the  sum 
to  he  appropriated. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  in  support 
of  the  bill,  lie  went  generally  into  a  consider- 
ation of  the  merits  of  the  bill,  and  gave,  at 
length,  an  illustration  of  the  usefulness  and 
gallantry  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  and 
of  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  Naval  Es- 
tablishment, by  the  addition  of  the  ten  sloops 
of  war  proposed  in  the  hUl,  whether  considered 
in  reference  to  a  due  apportionment,  or  classifi- 
cation, of  the  naval  force  of  the  United  States  ; 
as  a  school  for  the  preparation  of  officers  for 
higher  and  more  important  commands ;  and  as 
a  measure  of  economy,  to  prevent  the  employ- 
ment of  the  larger  vessels  for  the  protection  of 
our  commerce  on  our  own  coasts,  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, and  in  the  Pacific ;  and  concluded 
by  expressing  his  hope,  that  as  many  of  the 
sloops  of  war  should  be  authorized  to  be  built 
forthwith  as  suitable  materials  can  be  provided 
for ;  and  that  preparation  be  made  for  building 
the  remainder,  not  exceeding  ten,  the  year  en- 
suing. 

Mr.  Chandlee  was  still  opposed  to  this  bill 
— he  had  no  objection  to  an  augmentation  of 
the  naval  force,  so  far  as  it  was  necessary — hut 
he  thought  it  better  not  to  build  vessels  faster 
than  the  service  required ;  and  that  five  vessels 
would  be  as  many  as  were,  at  this  time,  neces- 
sary. 

Mr.  Smith  had  no  objection  to  providing  that 
the  materials  for  building  the  vessels  in  question 
should  be  prepared — for  he  thought  it  highly 
necessary  that  the  timber  should  be  seasoned — 
and  he  presumed  the  attention  of  the  Navy  De- 
partment would  be  confined  to  the  purchase  of 
the  timber  only,  at  present.  He  thought  it  was 
not  necessary,  at  this  time,  to  ero  into  a  oonaid- 


Those  who  were  once  opposed  to  the  Navy  had 
now  become  its  friends.  At  one  time  there 
had  been  a  general  antipathy  towards  a  Navy, 
particularly  among  the  persons  then  composing 
one  of  the  great  parties  in  the  country;  he, 
himself,  had  always  been  in  favor  of  it. 

But  still  it  is  possible  we  may  go  too  far  in 
the  business  of  increasing  the  Navy.  It  is  al- 
ways an  indispensable  duty  to  keep  an  eye  on 
the  finances  of  the  country.  Congress  should 
not  go  to  such  expenditures  on  account  of  the 
Navy  as  to  make  that  unpopular  which  was 
now  popular.  This  consideration  had  induced 
him  to  make  the  remarks  on  this  subject  which 
he  made  to  the  Senate  the  other  day.  And  ho 
felt  glad  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
had  seen  fit  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  take  the 
sense  of  the  Senate  upon  his  view. 

Mr.  LowEiE  said  he  had  not  yet  obtained  the 
information  to  which  he  had  aUuded  when  this 
subject  was  before  the  Senate  some  days  since, 
and  was  not  quite  satisfied  to  vote  for  the  bill 
He  wished  to  kno^  what  disposition  was  to  be 
made  of  these  vessels,  if  built.  He  believed 
those  which  we  had  already,  of  the  same  class, 
had  been,  for  a  considerable  part  of  the  time 
since  the  war,  out  of  employ  ;  and,  if  this  were 
the  case,  it  certainly  could  not  be  necessary  to 
increase  the  number.  If  the  vessels  were  ab- 
solutely requisite  for  the  good  of  the  service,  he 
would  be  willing  to  vote  for  building  them, 
even  if  it  was  necessary  to  borrow  money  for 
the  purpose.  He  thought,  however,  that  bills 
of  this  nature,  making  large  appropriations^ 
ought  to  originate  in  the  other  House. 

Mr.  Paeeott  made  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  and  in  confirmation  of  his  observations, 
when  the  bill  was  before  under  consideration. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hatne,  the  bill  was  post- 
poned to  Friday  next,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Kelly ; 
and,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Monday,  February  2- 
Privateer  Pension  Fund. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  the  subject 
was  referred  on  the  15th  ultimo,  by  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  extending  the  term  of  pensions  granted  to 
persons  disabled,  and  to  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  those  who  have  been  slain,  or  who  have  died 
in  consequence  of  wounds,  or  casualties,  receiv- 
ed while  in  the  line  of  their  duty  on  board  the 
private  armed  ships  of  the  United  States,  during 
the  late  war ;  and  the  report  and  bill  were  read, 
and  the  bill  passed  to  a  second  reading.  The 
report  was  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate.    It  is  as  follows  : 

That,  by  a  law  of  the  United  States,  passed  June 
26,  1812,  entitled  "An    act   concerning    letters  of 
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all  charges  and  expenditnres  of  the  prize  money  arising 
from  captured  vessels  and  cargoes,  and  on  the  net 
amount  of  the  salvage  of  vessels  and  cargoes,  recap- 
tured by  the  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  shall  bo  secured  and  paid  over  to  the  collector, 
if  such  captured  or  recaptured  vessel  may  arrive  in 
the  United  States,  or  to  the  consul  or  public  agent  of 
the  United  States,  residing  at  the  port  or  place  not 
■within  the  United  States,  at  which  such  captured  or 
recaptured  vessels  may  arrive ;  and  the  money  arising 
therefrom  shall  bo  held,  and  is  hereby  pledged,  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  as  a  fund  for  the 
support  and  maintenance  of  such  persons  as  may  be 
wounded  or  disabled  on  board  the  private  armed  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States,  in  any  engagement  with  the 
enemy,  to  be  assigned  and  distributed  in  such  manner 
as  may,  thereafter,  be  by  law  provided ;  that,  by  a  law 
of  the  United  States,  passed  February  13,  1813,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  regulating  pensions  to  persons  on  board 
of  private  armed  ships,"  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
was  required  to  place  on  the  pension  list,  under  the 
like  regulations  and  restrictions  as  are  used  in  relation 
to  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  any  officer,  seaman, 
or  marine,  who,  on  board  any  private  armed  ship  or 
vessel,  bearing  a  commission  of  letter  of  marque,  shall 
have  been  wounded,  or  otherwise  disabled  in  any  en- 
gagement with  the  enemy,  and  to  allow  certain  rates 
of  pensions,  therein  prescribed,  payable  from  the  said 
fund,  and  from  no  other  ;  which  said  last-mentioned 
act  was  explained  by  an  act  passed  August  2,  1813, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  and  explain  the  act  regu- 
lating pensions  to  persons  on  board  private  armed 
vessels ;  and  that,  by  another  act,  passed  March  3, 
1814,  entitled  "  An  act  giving  pensions  to  the  orphans 
and  widows  of  persons  slain  in  the  public  or  private 
armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  pensions  were 
authorized  to  be  granted,  for  the  term  of  five  years,  to 
the  widows,  and,  in  certain  cases,  the  children,  of 
those  who  shall  die,  or  shall  have  died  since  June  18, 
1812,  by  reason  of  a  wound  received  in  the  line  of 
their  duty;  which  said  term  of  five  years  was  extend'ed 
to  a  further  term  of  five  additional  years,  by  an  act 
passed  April  16,  1818,  entitled  "An  act,  in  addition 
to  an  act  giving  pensions  to  the  orphans  and  widows 
of  persons  slain  in  the  private  armed  vessels  of  the 
United  States,"  in  which  further  provision  was  also 
made  for  the  widows  or  children  of  any  officer,  sea- 
man, or  marine,  who  should  have  died  since  June  18, 
1812,  in  consequence  of  an  accident  or  casualty  which 
occurred  while  in  the  line  of  his  duty  on  board  a  pri- 
vate armed  vessel  of  the  United  States. 

And  the  committeg  further  report  that  the  pensions 
granted  or  continued,  under  the  aforesaid  acts  of 
March  3,  1814,  and  April  16, 1818,  have  now  expired, 
or  are  about  expiring ;  that  the  fund  has  its  origin 
exclusively  from  the  retention  of  a  property  which 
would  otherwise  have  belonged  to  the  parties,  or  their 
connections,  receiving  the  benefit  of  it ;  that  the  faith 
or  responsibility  of  the  Government  is  not  otherwise 
implicated,  with  regard  to  this  fund,  than  that  it 
fihould  become  its  curator  or  guardian,  from  a  princi- 
ple of  providence  and  benevolence,  for  the  purpose  of 
afiFording  a  shelter  and  support  to  those  of  the  brave 
and  hardy  seamen  of  the  United  States,  who,  in  time 
of  war,  may  jeopard  their  lives  in  battle  on  the  moun- 
tain wave,  and  thus,  although  in  private  armed  ves- 
sels, promote  the  general  interests  of  their  country,  by 
distressing  the  commerce,  and  by  impairing  the  mer- 
cantile, if  not  naval,  marine  of  its  enemy ;  that  the 
faith  of  the  nation  is  not,  in  any  degree,  pledged  for 


the  sufficiency,  nor  for  any  appropriation  for  the  main- 
tenance of  this  fiind ;  that,  by  a  faithful  administration 
of  its  concerns,  and  a  distribution  of  its  proceeds,  as 
far  as  they  will  meet  the  objects  for  which  they  were 
provided,  the  Government  will  have  fulfilled  all  its 
duties  in  relation  to  those  who  are  interested  in  it,  and 
that  those  duties  will  have  honorably  expired  with  tho 
extinction  of  the  means  in  which  they  originated. 

And  the  committee  further  report  that,  from  infor- 
mation obtained  from  the  Navy  Department,  it  ap- 
pears there  are,  at  this  time,  on  the  Privateer  Pension 
Fund,  so  called,  and  which  is  the  fund  herein  refer- 
red to,  ninety-seven  invalids,  disabled  in  action  in  the 
line  of  their  duty,  and  that  there  are  also  ninety-nine 
widows,  or  orphans,  of  person  slain  or  lost  in  private 
armed  vessels,  who  now  derive  relief  therefrom ;  that 
the  aggregate  annual  amount  of  their  pensions  is 
$17,608 ;  that  the  principal  of  the  fund  consists  of 
$131,369  64  of  the  six  per  cent,  funded  debt  of  the 
United  States,  giving  an  annual  income  of  $7,882  17, 
leaving  a  deficit,  including  expenses,  of  about  $10,000, 
which  has  been,  and  must  be,  supplied  as  occasion 
may  require,  by  a  sale  of  part  of  the  stock  belonging 
to  the  fund,  involving  a  consequent  diminution  there- 
of, and  which  it  has,  heretofore,  been  indispensable  to 
make,  as  will  more  fully  appear  from  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Privateer  Pension  Fund,  hearing 
date  January  24,  1814,  accompanying  this  report, 
and  which  the  committee  request  may  be  received  and 
considered  as  part  thereof,  leaving,  however,  more 
than  a  sufficient  amount  to  provide  for,  and  meet  a 
still  further  extension  ofthe  pensions  already  granted, 
for  the  term  of  five  years,  in  addition  to  the  present 
term  allowed  by  law ;  and  the  committee,  therefore, 
respectfully  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Navy  Depaetmest,  Jan.  24,  1824. 

SiK  :  In  the  absence  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
I  have  the  honor  to  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  22d  in- 
stant, inquiring  into  "  the  present  state  ofthe  Privateer 
Pension  Fund,  as  regards  the  principal  and  income 
thereof,  and  the  number  of  pensioners  upon  it,  with 
the  amount  of  their  pensions;"  and  I  beg  leave  re- 
spectfully to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  ASairs  ofthe  Senate,  that  the  Pri- 
vateer Pension  Fund  consists  solely  of  six  per  cent, 
stock  ofthe  United  States,  to  the  amount  of  $131,369 
64,  yieldinganannualincome  of$7,882  17.  Ninety- 
seven  invalids,  disabled  in  action,  or  in  the  line  of 
their  duty,  and  the  widows  or  children  of  ninety-nine 
persons,  slain  or  lost  in  private  armed  vessels,  derive 
relief  from  the  fund,  and  are  authorized  to  receive, 
annually,  the  amount  of  $17,608,  viz :  the  ninety- 
seven  disabled  persons  are  entitled  to  receive  $6,664, 
and  the  ninety-nine  widows,  or  their  orphans,  at  the 
rate,  per  annum,  of  $10,944. 

The  pensions  to  the  persons  disabled  are  granted 
during  the  continuance  of  their  disability,  and  those  to 
the  widows  or  orphans  for  the  term  often  years.  The 
commencement  of  the  pensions,  respectively,  takes 
place  at  different  periods  between  the  18th  of  June, 
1812,  and  the  termination  of  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain ;  and  all  the  pensions  granted  to  widows  and 
orphans  will  expire  between  this  and  the  1st  day  of 
April,  1825.  The  number  of  invalid  pensioners  has 
been  considerably  diminished  by  death ;  and  of  tho 
ninety-seven  stiU  retained  on  the  Hst,  several  have  not, 
for  several  years  past,  claimed  their  pensions.  It  is 
probable  some  of  them  are  dead ;  some  have  recovered 
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from  the  eflfecta  of  the  injuries  they  had  sustained ; 
and  others  are  absent  from  the  United  States. 

Pensions,  to  the  annual  amount  of  $20,568,  have 
been  granted  to  the  widows  or  orphans  of  one  hundred 
and  ninety-seven  persons,  slain  or  lost  in  private  armed 
vessels  ;  and  ninety-eight  of  these  pensions,  amount- 
ing, annually,  to  $9,624,  have  expired ;  some  by  the 
limitation  of  their  term ;  some  by  death,  and  others 
by  the  intermarriage  of  the  widows,  without  leaving 
children  who  had  been  under  sixteen  years  of  age  at 
the  time  of  their  parent's  decease. 

The  money  which  accrued  to  the  Privateer  Pen- 
sion Fund,  and  by  which  it  is  constituted,  arising 
from  a  deduction  of  two  per  centum  on  the  net  pro- 
ceeds of  prize  money  from  captured  vessels  and  their 
cargoes,  and  also  on  the  salvage  of  vessels  and  car- 
goes recaptured  by  the  private  armed  vessels  of  the 
United  States,  was,  successively,  on  its  receipt  into 
the  Treasury,  invested  in  stock  of  the  United  States. 
The  amount  of  stock  thus  acquired  was,  at  one  time, 
$209,580  65  ;  but  the  interest  on  this  sum,  $12,- 
674  84,  proving  insufficient  for  the  discharge  of  the 
numerous  claims  admitted  under  the  different  acts 
authorizing  the  issue  of  pensions,  especially  under  the 
act  approved  the  16th  of  April,  1818,  it  became  in- 
dispensable either  to  sell  part  of  the  principal,  or  ap- 
ply to  Congress  for  a  special  appropriation  in  aid  of 
the  fund.  The  former  course  was  preferred,  and 
stock  to  the  value  of  $87,451  30  has  been  sold,  at 
various  times,  since  June,  1819 ;  and,  to  meet  the 
semi-annual  payments,  which  will  become  due  on 
the  first  days  of  January  and  July,  every  year,  fur- 
ther sales  of  the  principal  will  be  inevitable,  until,  at 
least,  the  whole  of  the  pensions  granted  to  the  widows 
and  orphans  shall  have  been  liquidated. 

Should  the  honorable  committee,  of  which  you  are 
chairman,  desire  more  particular  information  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Privateer  Pension  Fund,  I  would  respect- 
fully refer  you  to  a  detailed  report  on  the  subject, 
made  by  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy,  on  the  27th  of 
March,  1820,  to  the  honorable  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

With  the  highest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
ar,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BOYLE, 
Se(^ry  Privateer  Pensmi  Fund. 

Hon.  John  Lloyd,  Chairmcm,  ^c. 


Tuesday,  February  3. 

Amendment  of  the   Constitution — Election   of 

President  and  Vice  President  ty  a  direct 

Vote  of  the  People. 

The  order  of  the  day,  being  the  proposition 
submitted  by  Mr.  Benton,  to  amend  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  iu  regard  to  the 
election  of  President'  and  Vice  President,  was 
again  taken  up.  Mr.  Benton  resumed,  and 
concluded  his  remarks  on  the  subject,  as  given 
entire  as  follows : 

Mr.  Benton  said  he  would  offer  no  apology 
for  attempting  to  amend  the  constitution.  It 
was  Ms  right,  and,  if  sincere  in  his  belief  of  its 
necessity,  it  was  his  duty  to  do  so.  He  appre- 
hended no  evil  from  the  multitude  of  amend- 
ments proposed,  but  thought  it  more  probable 
that  beneficial  amendments  would  be  r^iected 


adopted.  It  was  no  easy  thing  now  to  effect 
an  alteration  in  the  constitution.  The  difficulty 
of  carrying  an  amendment  through  the  process 
of  ratification,  presented  a  great  obstacle,  and 
the  temper  of  the  American  people  presented 
another,  not  less  formidable.  Though  full  of 
law-making,  even  to  snperfluity,_  upon  subjects 
of  ordinary  policy,  the  perfple  discover  no  dis- 
position to  make  alterations  in  their  fundament- 
al code.  On  this  point  they  seemed  disposed  to 
answer,  like  the  old  English  Parliaments,  when 
preparations  were  made  to  change  the  common 
law,  "  Nblumiis  leges  angUm  mutarV  Ap- 
plauding this  sentiment,  Mr.  B.  said  it  behooved 
him  to  justify  himself  to  the  Senate  for  having 
submitted  a  proposition  of  amendment.  The 
justification  could  be  readily  made.  It  would 
be  found  in  the  fact,  that  the  case  had  occurred 
which  the  framers  of  the  constitution  had  fore- 
seen, and  for  which  they  had  provided  a  rem- 
edy by  providing  the  means  of  amendment. 
These  great  men  knew  thait  it  was  one  thing  to 
lay  down  a  plan  of  Government  upon  paper, 
and  another  to  put  that  Government  into  prac- 
tical operation.  They  knew  that  the  theory 
might  be  perfect,  and  the  practice  vicious ; 
that  experience  was  the  only  infallible  test  of 
good  or  bad  institutions ;  and,  despising  the  ar- 
rogance of  an  overweening  confidence  in  the 
perfection  of  their  own  work,  they  not  only 
provided  the  means  of  amending  the  constitu- 
tion, but  they  relied  upon  this  capability  of 
amendment  as  one  of  the  chief  argumenta  in 
favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  instrument  itself. 
Their  language  was,  "  experience  must  guide 
our  labor;  time  must  bring  it  to  perfection; 
and  the  feeling  of  inconvenience  must  correct 
the  mistakes  into  which  we  inevitably  fall  in 
our  first  trials  and  experiments." — {Federalist, 
No.  85.)  In  this  spirit  they  provided  a  mode 
for  reforming  the  constitution,  and  gave  the 
power  of  originating  the  reform  both  to  the 
Federal  and  the  State  Governments,  that  neither 
might  be  dependent  upon  the  other  for  the  ex- 
ercise of  a  power  on  which  its  own  preservation 
might  depend.  In  fixing  upon  the  manner  of 
making  amendments,  they  flattered  themselves 
that  they  had  hit  upon  a  mode  equally  remote 
from  that  extreme  facility  which  would  make 
the  constitution  too  mutable,  and  that  extreme 
difficulty  which  would  give  perpetuity  to  its 
detected  defaults.  And,  &  they  have  erred  in 
this  judgment,  they  have  erred  upon  the  safer 
side ;  upon  the  side  of  difficulty,  and  not  of  fa- 
cility, iu  changing  the  principles  of  our  funda- 
mental code. 

The  amendment  submitted  applies  to  that 
part  of  the  constitution  which  relates  to  the 
election  of  President  and  Yice  President  of  the 
United  States.  Stripped  of  formal  phrases,  and 
minute  provisions,  and  it  presents  four  distinct 
propositions  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate : 

1.  To  divide  the  United  States  into  Elec- 
toral districts. 

2.  To   discontinue  the  use   of  intfirmediate 
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3.  To  commit  the  election  to  a  direct  vote 
of  the  people. 

4.  To  continue  the  umpirage  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  in  all  cases,  in  which  no 
candidate  has  received  a  majority  of  the  whole 
number  of  votes. 

Theirs*  of  these  propositions  has  often  been 
before  the  Senate ;  the  second  and  third  are 
now  considered  new,  because  it  is  forgotten 
that  they  were  offered  and  discussed  in  the 
Convention  which  framed  the  constitution; 
and  the  _fowrth  is  strictly  defensive,  intended 
to  sustain  a  part  of  the  constitution  now  in 
force. 

_  Mr.  Benton  proceeded  to  argue  the  proposi- 
tions in  the  order  laid  down. 

First:  To  divide  the  United  States  into 
Electoral  districts. 

We  are  struck  with  the  want  of  uniformity 
in  the  manner  of  choosing  Elector^  in  different 
.parts  of  the  Union.  Seven  States,  entitled  to 
seventy  Electors,  choose  them  by  districts; 
seven  others,  entitled  to  seventy-one  Electors, 
choose  them  by  a  legislative  ballot;  and  the 
remaining  ten,  entitled  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty,  choose  them  by  a  general  ticket.  In 
the  old  monarchies  of  Europe,  a  want  of  uni- 
formity in  the  operation  of  the  Government  is 
natural,  because  they  are  composed  of  conquer- 
ed provinces,  badly  amalgamated,  and  each  re- 
taiaing  a  part  of  its  former  laws  and  customs ; 
but,  in  the  United  States,  composed  of  sover- 
eignties voluntarily  united,  and  all  acting  under 
the  same  clause  of  the  same  constitution,  made 
by  themselves,  such  deviations  are  most  un- 
natural, and  imply  a  great  fault  in  the  constitu- 
tion itself,  or  in  its  administration  by  the  State 
Legislatures.  The  evil  of  a  want  of  uniformity 
in  the  choice  of  Presidential  Electors,  is  not 
limited  to  its  disfiguring  effect  upon  the  face  of 
cur  Government,  but  goes  to  endanger  the 
rights  of  the  people,  by  permitting  sudden  al- 
terations on  the  eve  of  an  election,  and  to  an- 
nihilate the  right  of  the  small  States,  by  en- 
abling the  large  ones  to  combine,  and  to  throw 
all  their  votes  into  the  scale  of  a  particular  can- 
didate. These  obvious  evils  make  it  certain 
that  any  uniform  rule  would  be  preferable  to 
the  present  state  of  things.  But,  in  fixing  on 
one,  it  is  the  duty  of  statesmen  to  select  that 
which  is  calculated  to  give  to  every  portion  of 
the  Union  ita  due  share  in  the  choice  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate,  and  to  every  individual  citi- 
zen a  fair  opportunity  of  voting  according  to 
his  wOl.  This  would  be  effected  by  adopting 
the  District  System.  It  would  divide  every 
State  into  districts,  equal  to  the  whole  number 
of  votes  to  be  given,  and  the  people  of  each  dis- 
trict would  be  governed  by  its  own  majority, 
and  not  by  a  majority  existing  in  some  remote 
part  of  the  State.  This  would  be  agreeable  to 
the  rights  of  individuals :  for,  in  entering  into 
society,  and  submitting  to  be  bound  by  the  de- 
cision of  the  majority,  each  individual  retained 
the  right  of  voting  for  himself  wherever  it  was 
practicable,  and  of  being  governed  by  a  major- 
VoL.  m.— 32 


ity  of  the  vicinage,  and  not  by  majorities 
brought  from  remote  sections  to  overwhelm 
him  with  their  accumulated  numbers.  It  would 
be  agreeable  to  the  interests  of  all  parts  of  the 
States ;  for  each  State  may  have  different  inter- 
ests in  different  parts ;  one  part  may  be  agri- 
cultural, another  manufacturing,  another  com- 
mercial; and  it  would  he  unjust  that  the 
strongest,  should  govern,  or  that  two  should 
combine  and  sacrifice  the  third.  The  district 
system  would  be  agreeable  to  the  intention  of 
our  present  constitution,  which,  in  giving  to 
each  Elector  a  separate  vote,  instead  of  giving 
to  each  State  a  consolidated  vote  composed  of 
all  its  Electoral  suffrages,  clearly  intended  that 
each  mass  of  persons  entitled  to  one  Elector, 
should  have  the  right  of  giving  one  vote,  accord- 
ing to  their  own  sense  of  their  own  interests. 

The  general  ticket  system,  now  existing  in 
ten  States,  was  the  offspring  of  policy,  and  not 
of  any  disposition  to  give  fair  play  to  the  wUl 
of  the  people.  It  was  adopted  by  the  leading 
men  of  those  States,  to  enable  them  to  consoli- 
date the  vote  of  the  State.  It  would  be  easy  to 
prove  this  by  referring  to  facts  of  historio,pl  no- 
toriety. It  contributes  to  give  power  anl  con- 
sequence to  the  leaders  who  manage  the  elec- 
tions, hut  it  is  a  departure  from  the  intention 
of  the  constitution ;  violates  the  rights  of  the 
minorities,  and  is  attended  with  many  other 
evils.  The  intention  of  the  constitution  is  vio- 
lated, because  it  was  the  intention  of  that  in- 
strument to  give  to  each  mass  of  persons  enti- 
tled to  one  Elector,  the  power  of  giving  that 
Electoral  vote  to  any  candidate  they  preferred. 
The  rights  of  minorities  are  violated,  because  a 
majority  of  one  wUl  carry  the  vote  of  the  whole 
State.  This  principle  is  the  same,  whether  the 
Elector  is  chosen  by  general  ticket  or  by  legis- 
lative ballot ;  a  majority  of  one,  in  either  case, 
carries  the  vote  of  the  whole  State.  In  New. 
York,  thirty-six  Electors  are  chosen ;  nineteen 
is  a  majority,  and  the  candidate  receiving  this 
majority  is  fairly  entitled  to  count  nineteen 
votes ;  but  he  counts,  in  reality,  thirty-six ;  be- 
cause the  minority  of  seventeen  are  added  to 
the  majority.  These  seventeen  votes  belong  to 
seventeen  masses  of  people,  of  forty  thousand 
souls  each,  in  all  six  hundred  and  eighty  thou- 
sand people,  whose  votes  are  seized  upon,  taken 
away,  and  presented  to  whom  the  majority 
pleases.  Extend  the  calculation  to  the  seven- 
teen States  now  choosing  Electors  by  general 
ticket  or  legislative  ballot,  and  it  wUl  show  that 
three  millions  of  souls,  a  population  equal  to 
that  which  carried  us  through  the  Revolution, 
may  have  their  votes  taken  from  them  in  the 
same  way.  To  lose  their  votes  is  the  fate  of  all 
minorities,  and  it  is  their  duty  to  submit ;  but 
this  is  not  a  case  of  votes  lost,  hut  of  votes 
taken  away,  added  to  those  of  the  majority, 
and  given  to  a  person  to  whom  the  minority  ia 


Mr.  B.  would  he  unwilling  to  use  a  harsh 
epithet,  but  he  considered  this  case  as  amount- 
ing to  an  impressment  of  civil  rights,  more 
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dangerous  to  our  liberties  than  the  impressment 
of  our  bodies  by  British  ships  of  war.  Free 
elections  are  the  corner  stones  of  all  our  institu- 
tions, and  our  citizens  are  sufiBciently  sensible 
to  all  attempts  to  destroy  that  freedom  by  vio- 
lence. The  violation  of  the  right  of  one  sin- 
gle vote,  by  a  military  force,  would  excite  the 
indignation  of  the  whole  continent,  and  the  dis- 
bandment  of  our  six  thousand  men  would  not 
be  enough  to  relieve  us  from  future  apprehen- 
sion. Yet  legislative  enactments  may  be  equally 
fatal,  and  are,  in  reality,  more  dangerous  to  the 
United  States,  because  less  dreaded. 

A  further  mischief  of  tlie  general  ticket  sys- 
tem is,  in  segi-egating  the  States,  drawing  them 
up  against  one  another,  like  hostile  ships  in 
battle.  Out  of  this  system  has  sprung  the  anti- 
social words  of  modern  invention — "  effective 
votes,"  "  operative  votes" — as  if  the  States  were 
contending  with  Turks  or  Eussians.  This  alien- 
ates the  States  from  each  other,  and  fills  them 
■with  hostile  feelings,  and  the  President  elected 
must  become  the  President  of  the  States  which 
choose  him,  and  look  with  coldness  and  resent- 
ment upon  those  which  opposed  him. 

The  choice  of  Electors  by  legislative  ballot  is 
subject  to  all  the  objections  which  apply  to  the 
general  ticket  system,  and  to  others  of  the 
gravest  kind.  In  the  first  place,  it  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  direct  infraction  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  an  open  usurpation  of 
the  rights  of  the  people. 

The  words  of  the  constitution  are:  "Each 
State  shall  appoint,  in  such  manner  as  the  Legis- 
lature thereof  may  direct,  a  number  of  Electors, 
equal  to  the  whole  number  of  Senators  and 
■  Eepresentatives  to  which  the  State  may  be  en- 
titled in  the  Congress,"  &c. 

The  analysis  of  this  clause  shows  that  two 
powers  are  required  to  act :  first,  the  Legisla- 
ture, which  is  to  direct  the  manner ;  and,  sec- 
ondly, the  State,  which  is  to  appoint  the  Elec- 
tors. 

Are  the  words  "State"  and  "Legislature" 
synonymous  ? 

The  word  State  is  a  comprehensive  term.  It 
takes  in  all  sorts  and  sizes  of  government,  but 
always  requires  three  constituent  principles,  to 
wit :  people,  territory,  and  sovereignty.  In  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  it  has  a  pre- 
cise meaning,  too  obvious  to  be  insisted  upon 
here.  It  is  never  confounded  with  the  words 
"Convention"  or  "Legislature."  When  the 
"  State"  is  to  do  a  thing,  the  people  of  the 
State  are  to  do  it,  and  a  legislative  body  is  not 
competent  to  act,  because  it  is  not  the  State, 
but  a  department  of  it.  The  constitutions  of  all 
the  States  declare  the  legislsijive  body  to  be  a 
department  only.  Whenever  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  intended  the  Legislatures 
of  the  States  to  do  an  act  independent  of  the 
people,  it  has  expressed  its  intention  in  terms 
wholly  unequivocal,  as  in  the  appointment  of 
Senators  in  Congress — "The  Senate  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  composed  of  two  Sen- 


ture  thereof  for  six  years,"  &o.  In  the  mode 
of  ratifying  amendments  to  the  constitution, 
the  distinctions  are  again  explicit:  "The  Con- 
gress, whenever  two-thirds  of  both  Houses 
shall  deem  it  necessary,  shall  propose  amend- 
ments to  this  constitution,  &c.,  which  shall  be 
valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  this 
constitution,  when  ratified  by  the  Legislatures 
of  three-fourths  of  the  States,  or  by  conventions 
in  three-fourths  thereof."  It  would  be  absurd 
to  admit  the  Legislature  to  be  the  State,  for,  in 
that  case,  there  would  be  no  State  when  the 
JiCgislature  was  not  in  session.  Certainly,  it 
seems  to  be  a  loss  of  time  to  employ  words 
upon  a  difference  so  palpable ;  but  it  is  neces- 
sary to  mark  it,  for  the  question  now  to  be  de- 
cided turns  upon  the  distinction  between  the 
appointing  power  of  the  State  and  the  director 
rial  power  of  the  Legislature,  over  the  forms  of 
the  election. 

No  argument  in  favor  of  this  legislative  pre- 
tension can  be  bottomed  on  the  word  "ap- 
point." Literally,  it  may  refer  to  the  act  of 
any  number.  In  common  parlance,  it  refers  to 
the  act  of  an  individual,  and  that  individual  a 
superior,  as  "  the  King  appoints  his  Ministers." 
In  the  constitution,  it  is  used  synonymously 
with  eleet  and  choose.  It  is  bo  used  in  an  after 
clause  of  this  same  article,  and  in  reference  to 
this  identical  appointment  of  Electors — "Con- 
gress may  determine  the  time  of  choosing  the 
Electors,  and  the  day  on  which  they  shall  give 
their  votes,"  &c.  In  fine,  the  word  "  appoint" 
was  evidently  used  to  avoid  that  figure ,  of 
speech  which  the  rhetoricians  call  tautophony, 
that  ungraceful  repetition  of  sound  which  would 
be  produced  by  saying  "  elect  Electors." 

The  word  "manner"  can  imply  nothing  but 
form — as  the  mode  of  conducting  the  election, 
taking  the  votes,  certifying  the  returns,  &o. 

The  word  "  direct"  is  less  susceptible  of  Txa&- 
construction  than  any  one  in  the  clause ;  and, 
above  all  others,  has  been  farthest  deviated 
from.  It  always  implies  an  address  to  a  third 
party,  and  never  to  one's  sett,  It  is  incapable 
of  being  so  used.  A  man  may  regulate  his  own 
conduct,  but  he  directs  that  of  others.  A  pa- 
rent directs  his  child;  a  tutor  directs  his pnpU; 
a  general  directs  the  operations  of  his  army;  a 
legislative  body  may  direct  the  people  how  to 
go  through  the  forms  of  an  election ;  but  a  man 
cannot  direct  himself;  a  legislative  body  cannot 
direct  itself.  There  is  not  a  book  in  the  English 
language  which  uses  the  word  in  thisl  sense; 
not  one,  from  the  little  primer,  that  comes  to 
us  in  company  with  the  birchen  rod,  up  to  the 
ponderous  folio  of  Johnson.  No  man  acquaint- 
ed with  the  power  of  language  would  so  use  it; 
much  less  the  eminent  men  who  framed  the 
constitution  with  so  much  ability,  both  as  schol- 
ars and  statesmen,  and  witli  guch  scrupulous 
regard  to  the  precise  meaning  of  every  word 
admitted  into  that  important  instrument.  But 
the  Legislatures  of  seven  States  have  so  used  it, 
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alter  the  fixed  meaning  of  a  plain  English  word, 
for  the  purpose  of  investing  themselves  with  a 
power  which  the  constitution  had  given  to  the 
people  of  the  States  ? 

Mr.  B.  asserted  the  ohvions  meaning  of  the 
clause  to  be  the  same  as  if  it  had  been  conceived 
in  the  following  words :  "  The  people  of  each 
State  shall  elect,  in  such  form  as  the  Legislature 
thereof  may  prescribe,  a  number  of  Electors, 
equal,"  &c.  Instead  of  which,  the  Legislatures 
referred  to  had  practised  under  it  as  if  written : 
"  The  Legislature  of  each  State  shall  elect,  in 
such  manner  as  they  and  each  of  them  shall 
severally  please,  a  number  of  Electors,  equal," 
&c. 

Thus,  upon  the  words  of  the  constitution,  it 
is  clear  that  the  people  of  the  States,  and  not 
the  Legislatures  of  the  States,  have  the  right  to 
choose  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President. 

The  construction  put  upon  the  constitution, 
at  the  time  of  its  adoption,  proves  the  same 
thing. 

.  Mr.  Madison,  in  the  Virginia    convention, 
eaid,  "  The  people  choose  the  Electors." 

The  Federalist  says  the  same  thing,  in  twenty 
places.  No.  68  repeats  it  four  times.  It  de- 
scribes the  Electors  as  "men  chosen  by  the 
people,  for  the  special  purpose"  of  choosing  the 
President.  It  describes  them  as  "  a  small  num- 
ber of  persons  selected  by  their  fellow-citizens 
from  the  general  mass."  It  says  the  constitu- 
tion has  "referred  the  election  of  the  President, 
in  the  first  instance,  to  an  immediate  act  of  the 
people  of  America,  to  be  exerted  in  the  choice 
of  persons  for  the  temporary  and  sole  purpose 
of  making  the  appointment."  And  it  speaks 
again  of  tie  Electors  as  "  a  special  body  of  rep- 
resentatives, deputed  by  the  society  for  the 
single  purpose  of  making  the  important  choice." 

To  this  list  of  authorities  may  be  added  the 
Legislatures  of  seventeen  States,  which  have 
prescribed  the  forms  of  choosing  Electors,  and 
left  it  to  the  people  themselves  to  make  the 
choice. 

Having  quoted  these  constructions  of  the 
constitution  to  prevent  misapprehension,  Mr.  J. 
would  give  his  opinion  upon  the  effect  which 
they  should  have  upon  the  decision  of  the 
Senate. 

He  did  not  admit  that  any  Senator,  or  any 
other  officer  whose  duty  it  became  to  expound 
the  constitution,  was  bound  by  a  previous  con- 
struction. He  did  not  admit  that  they  were  in 
the  condition  of  judges,  construing  a  statute, 
and  tied  down  by  respect  to  their  brothers,  and 
the  practice  of  a  thousand  years,  to  obey  the 
previous  decisions  in  analogous  cases.  Their 
duty  depended  upon  a  peculiar  obligation  to  be 
found  in  the  constitution  itself.  All  legislators 
have  been  anxious  to  perpetuate  their  work, 
and  all  have  had  recourse  to  the  security  of 
oaths.  Lycurgns  swore  the  Spartans  to  main- 
tain his  laws  until  his  return,  then  went  abroad, 
died,  and  had  his  ashes  scattered  in  the  air. 
The  framers  of  the  American  Constitution  in- 
voked the  aid  of  the  same  security,  but  without 


limitation  of  time  or  circumstance.    In  Article 
6  they  have  required  that — 

"  The  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress, 
the  members  of  the  several  State  Legislatures,  and 
all  Executive  and  Judicial  officers,  hoth  of  the  United 
States  and  of  the  several  States,  shall  be  bound  by 
oath  or  affirmation,  to  support  tliis 'Constitution." 

Upon  this  oath,  each  person  intrusted  with 
the  great  duty  of  expounding  the  constitution  is 
bound  to  go  back  to  the  words  of  the  instru- 
ment itself,  whenever  a  (jfiestion  of  construction 
arises.  He  may  and  ought  to  consult  the  opin- 
ions of  others,  in  order  to  enlighten  his  own. 
He  may  quote  the  opinions  of  others  to  give 
greater  weight  to  his  own ;  hut  he  cannot  sur- 
render his  own  in  favor  of  another,  which  he 
believes  to  he  wrong,  without  disr^arding  the 
obligation  by  which  he  has  bound  himself  to 
support  this  constitution. 

The  reasons  which  induced  the  Convention 
of  1787  to  institute  an  intermediate  body  of 
Electors,  the  attributes  which  they  were  to 
possess,  and  the  dangers  from  which  they  were 
to  he  free,  will  equally  show  that  legislative 
bodies  were  not  intended  to  choose  the  Elec- 
tors, much  less  to  erect  themselves  into  Elec- 
toral colleges.  These  reasons,  attributes,  and 
apprehended  dangers,  will  be  found  stated  in 
the  Federalist,  No.  68,  but,  for  the  sake  of 
brevity  and  perspicuity,  will  he  presented  to 
the  Senate  under  the  heads  to  which  they  be- 
long : 

1.  The  Electors  are  to  be  chosen  within 
thirty-four  days  before  the  first  "Wednesday  in 
December. 

2.  They  are  to  be  chosen  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  electing  the  President  and  Vice  President. 

3.  They  are  to  meet  on  the  same  day  through- 
out the  Union. 

4.  They  are  to  sit  but  one  day. 

5.  The  Electoral  colleges  are  not  to  be  sub- 
ject to  caballing. 

6.  They  are  not  to  be  pre-existing  bodies. 

In  bringing  the  legislative  bodies  to  the  test 
of  these  reasons  and  attributes,  they  wUl  not 
only  be  considered  in  their  apparent  capacity  of 
electors  of  Electors,  but  in  their  real  character 
of  Electors  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

First.  The  Electors  are  to  be  chosen  within 
thirty-four  days  before  the  day  of  electing  the 
President. 

The  reason  for  fixing  an  interval  so  short  is 
sufladently  obvious.  In  the  first  place,  it  de- 
lays the  choice  of  Electors  until  there  is  full 
time  for  all  the  Presidential  candidates  to  ho 
known.  In  the  second  place,  it  allows  no  time 
for  combinations  to  be  formed  between  the 
Electors  of  difierent  States,  or  for  the  Electors 
themselves  to  be  bribed  or  intrigued  with. 
Yet  the  members  of  the  Legislatures,  in  the 
seven  States  referred  to,  are  elected,  one,  two, 
three,  and  even  four  years  before  the  day  of 
electmg  the  President.  None  of  them  are  cho- 
sen for  a  shorter  time  than  one  year,  most  of 
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them  for  two,  and  the  Senators  of  several  are 
chosen  for  four  years !  The  whole  of  them  are 
obnoxious  to  the  objections  against  which  the 
constitution  intended  to  guard.  There  is  ample 
time  for  intrigue,  for  corruption,  and  for  com- 
binations. The  voice  of  the  people  has  but  an 
indirect  operation  when  the  members  of  the 
Legislature  are  chosen  one  year  before,  and 
none  when  tliey  are  chosen  two,  three,  or  four ; 
for,  at  that  time,  the  names  of  the  candidates 
are  unknown,  and  the  Presidential  election  un- 
thought  of  by  the  body  of  the  people. 

Secondly.  The  Electors  are  to  be  chosen  for 
the  sole  pui-pose  of  electing  a  President  and 
Vice  President. 

The  reason  of  this  qualification  needs  no  il- 
lustration. It  was  clearly  intended  to  close  the 
door  against  the  possibility  of  bartering  votes 
by  giving  to  the  Electors  but  one  single  subject 
to  vote  upon.  How  will  the  legislative  bodies 
stand  the  test  of  this  reason  ?  When  chosen 
within  some  months,  or  a  year,  before  the  time 
of  electing  the  President,  they  are  chosen  partly 
for  that  purpose  and  partly  for  many  other 
purposes.  Some  knowing  ones,  some  furious 
partisans,  and  some  equally  furious  enemies, 
may  surrender  all  considerations  for  the  single 
object  of  getting  in  a  man  who  will  be  for  or 
against  a  particular  candidate  for  the  Presi- 
dency ;  but  with  the  body  of  the  people,  the 
legislative  duties  will  be  the  first  consideration, 
and  the  Presidential  election  nothing  but  an  in- 
gredient, mixing  itself  in  different  proportions 
in  the  main  inquiry.  This  is  the  best  aspect  of 
the  question,  and  must  be  confined  to  elections 
which  take  place  within  some  months,  or  within 
a  year  before  the  President  is  chosen.  To  those 
which  come  on  two,  three,  or  four  years  before, 
the  Presidential  election  is  entirely  out  of  view. 
So  far  from  being  chosen  for  the  sole  purpose, 
the  members  of  the  Legislature  are  not  even 
thought  of  for  the  purpose  of  electing  the  Presi- 
dent. Strong  as  this  case  is,  there  is  still  a 
more  flagrant  point  of  view  in  which  to  exhibit 
it.  It  is  the  case  of  a  legislative  body,  elected 
purely  for  legislative  purposes,  and  afterwards 
repealing  the  laws  which  directed  the  people 
how  to  go  through  the  forms  of  the  election, 
and  seizing  into  their  own  hands  the  whole 
power  of  appointing  the  Electors.  This  is  not 
an  imaginary  case.  It  has  repeatedly  happened. 
It  is  sufficient  to  name  one  instance ;  that  of 
New  Jersey,  in  the  year  1812,  in  which  the 
Legislature  thus  invested  itself  with  the  power 
of  appointing  Electors  about  three  days  before 
the  people  would  have  exercised  it.  When  met 
in  the  Legislature,  innumerable  are  the  opportu- 
nities and  temptations  to  barter  votes.  Judges, 
generals,  governors,  and  many  other  State  offi- 
cers are  to  be  elected.  Towns  are  to  be  laid 
off,  peradventure  on  some  member's  land. 
New  counties  are  to  be  erected  for  the  benefit 
of  a  clerk,  a  sheriff,  and  a  colonel ;  peradven- 
ture, also,  members  at  the  time.    Many  other 


tions  are  laid  under  violent  temptations  to  ex- 
change votes  with  the  friends  of  a  Presiderifeal 
candidate. 

Thirdly.  The  Electors  are  to  meet  on  the 
same  day,  throughout  the  Union,  and  to  vote 
for  President  and  Vice  President. 

The  Legislatures  meet  on  the  days  fixed  by 
the  State  constitutions,  or  on  the  days  wMcn 
they  themselves  fix  by  law.  In  neither  case 
are  they  governed  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  When  met,  the  Legislature,  at 
any  time  that  it  pleases,  enters  upon  the  busi- 
ness of  choosing  a  President ;  and,  when  the 
choice  is  made,  a  farce  is  got  up  to  appease  the 
manes  of  the  constitution.  Nomin^  Electors 
are  chosen,  and  sent  to  the  place  where  the 
votes  of  the  State  are  to  be  counted.  Instead 
of  going  to  vote  for  President,  they  carry  the 
votes  in  their  pockets,  the  same  which  they 
have  received  from  the  legislative  body.  These 
votes  are  shown  and  counted,  and  the  form  of 
an  election  is  gone  through,  but  no  more  of  the 
substance  than  there  is  of  a  wedding  in  the  an- 
nual marriage  of  the  Doge  of  Venice  with  the 
Adriatic  Sea.  The  real  election  was  held  weeks 
or  months  before,  when  the  legislative  body  se- 
lected their  candidate ;  and  the  nominal  Elec- 
tors are  nothing  but  messengers,  trusted  to 
bring  the  votes  to  the  place  of  counting,  and 
without  any  more  power  over  them  than  the 
messenger  afterwards  employed  by  themselves 
to  take  up  these  same  legislative  votes,  and 
bring  them  on  to  the  seat  of  Government. 

Fourthly.  The  Electoral  Colleges  are  to  sit 
but  one  day. 

The  reason  for  limiting  the  Electors  to  this 
transient  existence,  was  to  prevent  the  possi- 
bility of  intrigues  and  corrupt  practices,  by  de- 
nying the  time  that  would  be  necessary  to  cany 
them  into  effect.  But  the  sittings  of  the  le^- 
lative  bodies  are  not  under  the  control  of  this 
limitation.  They  sit  as  long  as  they  please — 
usually  several  months — ^and  during  all  that 
time  it  is  beset,  like  a  besieged  fortress,  by  ar- 
mies of  intriguers ;  cannonaded  with  books  and 
with  pamphlets ;  bombarded  with  newspapers; 
perforated  with  the  rifle  shot  of  private  and 
confidential  letters ;  and  undermined  by  the  si- 
lent operations  of  sappers  and  miners. 

Fifthly.  The  Electoral  Colleges  were  not  to 
be  subject  to  caballing. 

The  framers  of  the  constitution  sought  to 
protect  the  Presidential  election  from  the  influ- 
ence of  that  occult  management  which  is  the 
bane  of  republican  councils.  They  thought 
they  had  succeeded  when  they  instituted  Col- 
leges of  Electors,  composed  of  few  persons,  se- 
lected for  their  elevated  character;  brought 
together  suddenly ;  confined  to  the  discharge  of 
one  single  duty,  and  dispersed  in  the  short 
space  of  twenty-four  hours.  But  legislative 
bodies  are  the  reverse  of  all  this.  They  are  the 
true  field  for  caballing ;  the  theatre  adapted  to 
the  talents  of  such  men  as  the  five  Cibinef 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


501 


February,  1824.] 


Amendment  of  the  Constitution. 


[Senate, 


ters,  the  world  is  indebted  for  the  political  sig- 
nification of  the  Hebrew  word  eabal.  The 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  afforded  a  signal 
examplein  the  year  1800.  The  two  Houses 
differed  in  the  choice  of  President.  They  wonld 
neither  pass  a  law  to  direct  the  people  how  to 
hold  the  election,  nor  would  they  vote  together. 
There  was  a  majority  of  "  two  "  in  the  Senate, 
and  this  lean  majority,  in  the  leanest  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  paralyzed  the  power  of  the 
State,  and  forced  a  compromise  with  the  other 
branch,  by  which  the  elective  power  of  the 
people,  like  the  spoU  of  a  vanquished  enemy, 
was  divided  between  themselves,  each  naming 
one-half  the  Electors  1 

Sixthly.  The  Electoral  Colleges  were  not^re- 
existing  bodies. 

For  the  obvious  reason  that  they  might  not 
he  tampered  with,  beforehand,  to  prostitute 
their  votes.  Yet  the  legislative  bodies  are  pre- 
existent,  to  the  extent  of  one,  two,  three,  and 
even  four  years ;  and,  during  all  this  time,  are 
subject  to  the  danger  from  which  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  constitution  that  the  Electors  of 
the  President  should  be  free. 

Upon  each  of  these  reasons  the  legislative 
pretension  to  choose  Electors  is  condemned. 
But  there  is  one  more  argument  to  be  brought 
against  them ;  an  argument  not  invented,  but 
found;  not  taken  from  the  head,  but  drawn 
from  the  page  of  American  history ;  from  the 
Journal  of  the  Convention  of  1787,  from  the  act 
of  the  great  men  who  framed  the  constitution. 
An  argument  of  that  conclusive  nature  which 
only  requires  to  be  stated  to  silence  opposition. 

[Here  Mr.  B.  read  from  the  Journal  of  the 
Convention,  pages  92,  190,  324,  333,  to  show 
that  it  was  proposed,  at  one  time,  to  have 
Electors  chosen  by  the  Congress ;  at  another  to 
have  them  appointed  by  the  Governors  of  the 
States ;  at  another,  to  vest  the  power  of  choos- 
ing them  in  the  Legislatures  of  the  different 
States ;  that  this  latter  proposition  was  actually 
adopted  at  one  time,  on  the  19th  of  July,  and 
remained  in  the  plan  of  the  constitution  untU 
the  6th  day  of  September  following,  when  it 
was  struck  out  by  a  vote  of  nine  States  against 
two.  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Connec- 
ticut, New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  and  Georgia,  in  favor  of 
striking  out ;  North  and  South  Carolina  in  favor 
of  retaining  the  clause.] 

Mr.  B.  believed  that  all  attempts  to  amplify 
such  an  argument  as  this  would  only  weaken  it. 
He  had  tried  the  legislative  pretension  by  the 
words  of  the  constitution ;  by  its  contempora- 
neous construction ;  by  all  the  reasons  which 
led  to  the  institution  of  Electoral  Colleges,  and 
by  the  vote  of  the  Convention  passing  upon  the 
identical  point  in  question;  and,  upon  every 
trial,  the  pretension  was  condemned,  and  stood 
before  the  Senate  as  a  direct  infraction  of  the 
constitution,  and  an  open  usurpation  of  the 
rights  of  the  people. 

Nothing  has  been  said  to  justify  it.  On  the 
contrary,  the  excuses  and  apologies  for  the  gen- 


eral ticket  and  legislative  systems,  have  turned 
upon  the  admission  of  their  impropriety.  The 
Senator  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Van  Btjbbn,)  in 
that  spirit  of  amity,  concession,  and  mutual 
deference,  which  cannot  be  too  much  admired, 
has  even  proposed  to  surrender  both  these  sys- 
tems, upon  condition,  nevertheless,  that  the 
small  States  should  surrender  their  right  to  an 
eventual  vote  for  President,  by  States,  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  He  has  called  this  a 
compromise,  and  has  certainly  urged  it  upon 
the  Senate  with  unaffected  and  becoming  se- 
riousness. But  the  proposition  cannot  be  met. 
The  terms  are  not  equivalent.  On  the  part  of 
the  great  States,  it  is  proposed  to  relinquish  a 
power,  usurped  from  the  people,  in  violation  of 
the  constitution ;  on  the  part  of  the  small  States, 
it  is  proposed  to  surrender  a  constitutional 
right :  the  one  growing  out  of  ambition  and 
schemes  of  domination,  the  other  granted  to  the 
small  States  for  the  preservation  and  security  of 
their  rights.  Others  place  the  apology  upon 
different  grounds.  They  run  over  a  list  of  the 
States  which  have  adopted  these  modes,  and 
then  say  they  must  adopt  the  same,  by  way  of 
self-defence,  and  that  they  will  discontinue  it 
when  the  rest  will  do  so.  Thus,  these  States 
take  the  attitude  of  Cffisar  and  Pompey,  each  de- 
clining to  disband  his  army  first.  They  prefer 
to  violate  the  constitution,  and  to  outrage  the 
rights  of  the  people,  rather  than  be  the  first  to 
set  an  example  of  justice  and  moderation. 

Two  questions,  of  great  delicacy,  now  present 
themselves : 

1.  If  Electors  are  not  appointed  according  to 
the  constitution,  can  their  votes  be  counted  ? 

2.  If  objected  to,  who  shall  judge  them  ? 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
to  count  the  votes.  Can  they  count  unconsti- 
tutional votes  ?  If  they  cannot,  shall  they  not 
judge  every  vote  before  it  is  counted? 

Mr.  B.  would  not  debate  these  questions. 
He  hoped  that  the  time  might  never  arrive 
when  it  should  be  necessary  to  debate,  much 
less  to  decide  them.  The  country  had  seen  the 
agitation  of  1800,  and  the  still  greater  agitation 
of  1820 ;  yet  these  were  nothing  .but  gentle 
breezes,  dead  calms,  compared  to  what  might 
be  expected  if  Congress  should  sit  in  judgment 
upon  the  votes  of  seven  States.  Yet,  if  it  shall 
become  their  duty,  shall  they  hesitate  ?  Shall 
they  flinch  from  the  defence  of  the  constitution 
which  they  have  sworn  to  defend,  because  seven 
States  may  stand  ready  to  light  up  the  flames  of 
civil  war,  if  not  permitted  to  violate  that  sacred 
instrument  according  to  their  own  will  and 
pleasure  ?  He  spoke  hypotheticaUy,  and  with 
all  the  respect  for  the  States  referred  to  which 
was  compatible  with  the  undissembled  expres- 
sion of  his  own  opinion.  It  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  start  a  new  discussion,  or  to  excite  feel- 
ing, but  to  have  the  advantage  of  a  new  and 
powerful  consideration  in  favor  of  the  district 
system — ^in  favor  of  some  uniform  mode  of 
choosing  the  President ;  and  thus  bringing  back 
these  States  to  the  path  of  the  coiistitution,  by 
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the  gentle  means  of  an  amendment,  pointing  at 
no  one  in  particular,  and  bearing  upon  all  alike. 
Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  argue  the  second  i>eopo- 
BiTioN  which  he  had  submitted  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  Senate,  to  wit :  to  discontinue  the 
use  of  an  intermediate  body  of  Electors  in  the 
choice  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States.  He  read  from  the  Federalist, 
No.  68,  to  show  the  views  with  which  Electors 
were  instituted : 

"  It  was  equally  desirable  that  the  immediate  elec- 
tion should  be  made  by  men  most  capable  of  analyz- 
ing the  qualities  adapted  to  the  station,  and  acting 
under  circumstances  most  favorable  to  deliberation, 
and  to  a  judicious  combination  of  all  the  reasons  and 
inducements  that  were  proper  to  govern  their  choice. 
A  small  number  of  persons,  selected  by  their  fellow- 
citizens  from  the  general  mass,  will  be  most  likely  to 
possess  the  information  and  discernment  requisite  in 
so  complicated  an  investigation." 

By  the  constitution  it  was  intended  that  the 
electoral  office  should  be  one  of  the  first  dignity 
in  the  Eepublioi  The  Electors  were  to  be  se- 
lected ;  men,  chosen  by  the  people  on  account 
of  their  superior  virtue  and  intelligence,  and 
left  to  maie  choice  of  a  President,  according  to 
their  own  enlightened  understandings,  without 
the  slightest  control  from  the  less  informed 
multitude.  This  was  the  intention,  but  the 
plan  has  wholly  failed  in  the  execution.  The 
Electors  are  not  independent;  they  have  no 
superior  intelligence ;  they  are  not  left  to  their 
own  judgment  in  the  choice  of  President ;  they 
are  not  above  the  control  of  the  people ;  on  the 
contrary,  every  Elector  is  pledged,  before  he  is 
chosen,  to  give  his  vote  according  to  the  will 
of  those  who  choose  him.  He  is  nothing  but 
an  agent,  tied  down  to  the  execution  of  a  pre- 
cise trust.  Every  reason  which  induced  the 
convention  to  institute  Electors  has  failed. 
They  are  no  longer  of  any  use,  and  may  be  dan- 
gerous to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  They  are 
not  useful,  because  they  have  no  power  over 
their  own  vote,  and  because  the  people  can 
vote  for  a  President  as  easily  as  they  can  vote 
for  an  Elector.  They  are  dangerous  to  the  lib- 
erties of  the  people,  because,  in  the  first  place, 
they  introduce  extraneous  considerations  into 
the  election  of  President ;  and,  in  the  second 
place,  they  may  sell  the  vote  which  is  intrusted 
to  their  keeping.  They  introduce  extraneous 
considerations  by  bringing  their  own  character 
tod  their  own  exertions  into  the  Presidential 
canvass.  Every  one  sees  this.  Candidates  for 
Electors  are  now  selected,  not  for  the  reasons 
mentioned  in  the  Federalist,  but  for  their  devo- 
tion to  a  particular  party;  for  their  popular 
manners,  and  their  talent  at  electioneering. 

The  Elector  may  betray  the  liberties  of  the 
people  by  selling  his  vote.  The  operation  is 
easy,  because  he  votes  by  ballot;  detection  is 
impossible,  because  he  does  not  sign  his  vote ; 
the  restraint  is  nothing  but  his  own  conscience, 


few  dollars  in  property  or  money,  he  is  whipped 
and  pilloried,  and  rendered  infamous  in  the  eye 
of  the  law ;  but,  if  an  Elector  should  defraud 
forty  thousand  people  out  of  their  vote,  there  is 
no  remedy  but  to  abuse  him  in  the  newspapers 
where  the  best  men  in  the  country  may  be 
abused,  as  much  as  Benedict  Arnold  or  Judas 
Iscariot.  Every  reason  for  instituting  Electors 
has  failed,  and  every  consideration  of  prudence 
requires  them  to  be  discontinued.  They  are 
nothing  but  agents  in  a  case  which  requires  no 
agent,  and  no  prudent  man  would  or  ought  to 
employ  an  agent  to  take  care  of  his  money,  his 
property,  or  his  liberty,  when  he  is  equally  ca- 
pable to  take  care  of  them  himself. 

But,  if  the  plan  of  the  constitution  had  not 
failed — if  we  were  now  deriving  from  Electors 
all  the  advantages  expected  from  their  institn- 
tion — I,  for  one,  said  Mr.  B.,  would  still  be  in 
favor  of  getting  rid  of  them.  I  should  esteem 
the  incorruptibility  of  the  people,  their  disinter- 
ested desire  to  get  the  best  man  for  President, 
to  be  more  than  a  counterpoise  to  all  the  ad- 
vantages which  might  be  derived  from  the  su- 
perior intelligence  of  a  more  enlightened,  but 
smaller,  and,  therefore,  more  corruptible  body. 
I  should  be  opposed  to  the  intervention  of 
Electors,  because  the  double  process  of  electing 
a  man  to  elect  a  man,  would  paralyze  the  spirit 
of  the  people,  and  destroy  the  life  of  the  election 
itself.  Doubtless  this  machinery  was  introduced  / 
into  our  constitution  for  the  purpose  of  soften-  1 
ing  the  action  of  the  democratic  element;  but 
it  also  softens  the  interest  of  the  people  in  the 
result  of  the  election  itself.  It  places  them  at 
too  great  a  distance  from  their  first  servant.  It 
interposes  a  body  of  men  between  the  people 
and  the  object  of  their  choice,  and  gives  a  false 
direction  to  the  gratitude  of  the  Preadent 
elected.  He  feels  himself  indebted  to  the 
Electors,  who  collected  the  votes  of  the  people, 
and  not  to  the  people,  who  gave  their  votes  to 
the  Electors.  It  enables  a  few  men  to  govern 
many,  and,  in  time,  it  wUl  transfer  the  whole 
power  of  the  election  into  the  hands  of  a  few, 
leaving  to  the  people  the  humble  occupation  of 
confirming  what  has  been  done  by  superior  au- 
thority. 

Mr.  B.  referred  to  historical  examples,  to 
prove  the  correctness  of  his  opinion. 

He  mentioned  the  Constitution  of  theFrenoli 
Republic,  of  the  year  III.  of  French  liberty. 
The  people  to  choose  Electors;  these  to  choose 
the  Councils  of  Five  Hundred,  and  of  Ancients; 
and  these,  by  a  further  process  of  filtration,  to 
choose  the  Five  Directors.  The  effect  was, 
that  the  people  had  no  concern  in  the  election 
of  their  Chief  Magistrates,  and  felt  no  interest 
in  their  fate.  They  saw  them  enter  and  expel 
each  other  from  the  political  theatre,  with  the 
same  indifference  with  which  they  would  see 
the  entrance  and  the  exit  of  so  many  players  on 
a  stage.  It  was  the  same  thing  in  all  the  subal- 
tern Eepublics  of  which  the  French  armies 
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Cisalpine,  and  Parthenopeian  Republics,  were 
all  duplicates  of  the  mother  institution,  at 
Paris;  and  all  shared  the  same  fate.  The 
French  consular  constitution,  of  the  year  VIII., 
(the  last  year  of  French  liberty,)  preserved  all 
the  vices  of  the  Electoral  system;  and  from 
this  fact  alone,  that  profound  observer,  Neokar, 
from  the  bosom  of  his  retreat,  in  the  midst  of 
the  Alps,  predicted  and  proclaimed  the  death 
of  liberty  in  France.  He  wrote  a  book  to  prove 
that  '"''  Liberty  wouldbe  ruined iy providing  any 
kind  of  Substitute  for  Popular  Elections,"  and 
the  result  verified  his  prediction,  in  four  years. 
Cut  the  strangest  of  all  arguments  against  the 
use  of  Electors,  the  fact  which  goes  farther 
than  all  others  to  prove  them  to  be  dangerous 
to  the  rights  of  the  people,  is,  that  they  are 
continued  in  France,  at  this  time,  under  the 
charter  of  Louis  XVIII.  The  people  choose 
Electors,  as  under  the  constitutions'  of  the  years 
III.  and  VIII. ;  and  tllese  Electors  choose  the 
deputies  to  the  legislative  body.  Heretofore, 
the  Court  party  contented  itself  with  a  majori- 
ty ;  but  the  signs  of  liberty  shown  by  the  mi- 
nority, in  opposing  the  Spanish  war,  has  deter- 
mined it  to  have  the  entire  body  devoted  to  the 
Crown ;  and  the  last  advices  inform  us  that  the 
Chamber  would  be  dissolved  to  make  room  for 
this  change,  which  would  be  openly  effected  by 
bribing  the  Electors. 

The  virtue  and  simplicity  of  this  day  must 
pass  away.  The  time  will  come,  when  politi- 
cal power  will  be  bought,  and  when  the  money 
of  the  people  will  be  taken  to  pay  the  price. 
The  time  will  come,  when  the  wifeless  and 
childless  bachelor  shall  not  look  out  for  a  suc- 
cessor to  his  estate,  with  more  anxious  solici- 
tude than  the  incumbent  President  shall  look 
out  for  a  successor  to  his  Presidential  power. 
The  time  will  come,  when  the  American  Presi- 
dent, like  the  Roman  Emperors,  will  select  his 
successor,  take  him  by  the  hand,  exhibit  him  to 
the  people,  place  him  upon  the  heights  and  emi- 
nences in  the  Republic,  display  him  in  every 
amiable,  every  attractive  point  of  view,  make 
him  the  channel  of  all  favor,  and  draw  the 
whole  tribe  of  parasites  and  office  hunters  to 
the  feet  of  the  favorite.-  We  know  it  is  written, 
that  more  nations  worship  the  rising  than  the 
setting  sun ;  but,  let  the  two  suns  appear  above 
the  horizon  at  once;  let  their  rays  be  drawn 
to  a  focus  upon  an  Electoral  college  or  Legis- 
lative assembly;  yes,  let  their  concentrated 
rays  fall  at  once  upon  the  double  ranks  of  their 
united  worshippers;  let  two  Blue  Books  be  dis- 
played at  once,  the  actual  President  paying 
down  his  ten  thousand  offices,  and  the  heir  ap- 
parent giving  his  note  for  ten  thousand  more, 
due  and  payable  on  the  fourth  day  of  March 
then  next  ensuing !  What  virtue  could  stand 
such  trials  ?  The  effect  must  be  overwhelming 
upon  a  small  body  of  two  or  three  hundred 
Electors ;  but  all  these  temptations  would  be- 
come insignificant  when  scattered  and  dispersed 
among  the  millions  of  people  which  fill  the 
Republic.    The  candidate  for  their  favor  could 


derive  no  benefit  from  his  long  list  of  offices. 
He  must  come  with  a  list,  not  of  offices  to  be 
given,  but  of  services  performed,  in  the  field  or 
the  cabinet.  He  must  come,  like  the  elder 
Cato,  to  reform  the  manners  of  a  degenerate 
age,  by  an  example  of  simplicity  and  economy 
in  his  own  person — ^like  Appius  Claudius,  to 
improve  and  adorn  the  interior  of  his  country 
— like  Cicero,  to  crush  conspirators  by  the 
thunder  of  his  eloquence — like  Seipio,  to  ex- 
punge the  rival  nation  from  the  face  of  the 
earth — like  Marius,  scarred  with  innumerable 
wounds,  received  from  the  public  enemy — ^he 
must  come,  like  our  own  great  Washington,  not 
to  pillage  his  countiy,  but  to  serve  her,  and  to 
retire  from  her  service  through  the  portals  of 
everlasting  fame. 

Danger  of  tumults  and  popular  commo- 
tions. This  objection  is  taken  from  the  his- 
tory of  the  ancient  republics ;  from  the  tu- 
multuary elections  of  Rome  and  Greece.  But 
the  justness  of  the  example  is  denied.  There 
is  nothing  in  the  laws  of  physiology  which  ad- 
mits a  parallel  between  the  vindictive  Italian, 
the  volatile  Greek,  and  thfe  phlegmatic  Ameri- 
can. There  is  nothing  in  the  state  of  the  re- 
spective countries,  or  in  their  manner  of  voting, 
which  makes  one  an  example  for  the  other. 
The  Romans  voted  in  mass,  at  a  single  voting 
place,  even  when  the  qualified  voters  amounted 
to  four  millions  of  persons.  They  came  to  the 
polls  armed,  and  divided  into  classes,  and  voted, 
not  by  heads,  but  by  centuries.  In  the  Gre- 
cian republics  all  the  voters  were  brought 
together  in  one  great  city,  and  decided  the 
contest  in  one  great  struggle.  In  such  as- 
semblages, both  the  inducement  to  violence, 
and  the  means  of  committing  it,  were  prepared 
by  the  Government  itself.  In  the  United  States 
all  this  is  different.  The  voters  are  assembled 
in  small  bodies,  at  innumerable  voting  places, 
distributed  over  a  vast  extent  of  country. 
They  come  to  the  polls  without  arms,  without 
odious  distinctions,  without  any  temptation  to 
violence,  and  with  every  inducement  to  har- 
mony. If  heated  during  the  day  of  election, 
they  cool  off  upon  returning  to  their  homes, 
and  resuming  their  ordinary  occupations.  A 
month  afterwards,  when  the  result  of  a  Presi- 
dential election  would  be  known,  the  body  of 
the  people  would  be  too  much  occupied  with 
their  own  concerns,  and  too  sensible  to  the 
voice  of  reason,  to  think  of  taking  up  arms  in 
favor  of  an  unsuccessful  candidate.  The  party, 
defeated  at  an  election,  must  fight  upon  the 
spot,  or  never.  Sleep  and  dispersion  rapidly 
cool  their  belligerent  passions.  Instead  of  vio- 
lence, it  is  apathy  which  we  have  to  dread  in 
our  Presidential  elections.  There  is  too  much 
apathy  at  this  time  upon  the  subject  of  the  im- 
pending election.  The  intemperance  of  some 
newspapers,  the  heat  of  some  cities,  and  the 
fury  of  some  partisans,  furnish  no  criterion  for 
estimating  the  temper  of  the  continent.  The 
tranquillity  of  the  American  people  is  not  af- 
fected by  these  local  agitations.    Some  citizens 
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confine  themselves  to  the  inquiry :  "  Who  will 
you  give  us  for  President? "  The  question  im- 
plying the*  humiliating  'fact-  that  an  American 
citizen  has  no  weight  in  the  choice  of  the  first 
officer  of  the  Republic.  Others  are  quietly 
looking  out  for  the  best  man  to  administer 
their  affairs,  and  all  agree  in  holding  in  the 
uttermost  contempt  every  effort  to  impose  upon 
their  judgment,  whether  the  fraud  shall  be  ex- 
hibited in  the  shape  of  poisonous  detraction,  or 
of  fulsome  adulation. 

But  let  us  admit  the  truth  of  the  objection. 
Let  us  admit  that  the  American  people  would 
be  as  tumultuary  at  their  Presidential  elections, 
as  were  the  citizens  of  the  ancient  Republics 
at  the  election  of  their  Chief  Magistrates. 
What  then?  Are  we  thence  to  infer  the  in- 
feriority of  the  officers  thus  elected,  and  the 
consequent  degradation  of  the  countries  over 
which  they  presided?  I  answer  no.  So  far 
from  it,  that  I  assert  the  superiority  of  these 
ofiicers  over  all  others  ever  obtained  for  the 
same  countries,  either  by  hereditary  succession, 
on  the  most  select  mode  of  election.  I  affirm 
those  periods  of  history  to  be  the  most  glorious 
in  arms,  the  most  renowned  in  arts,  the  most 
celebrated  in  letters,  the  most  useful  in  prac- 
tice, and  the  most  happy  in  the  condition  of 
the  people,  in  which  the  whole  body  of  the 
citizens  voted  direct  for  the  chief  officer  of 
their  country.  Take  the  history  of  that  Com- 
monwealth which  yet  shines  as  the  leading 
star  in  the  firmament  of  nations.  Of  the  twenty- 
five  centm-ies  that  the  Roman  State  has  existed, 
to  what  period  do  we  look  for  the  generals  and 
statesmen,  the  poets  and  orators,  the  philoso- 
phers and  historians,  the  sculptors,  painters, 
and  architects,  whose  immortal  works  have  fixed 
upon  their  country  the  admiring  eyes  of  all 
succeeding  ages?  Is  it  to  the  reigns  of  the 
seven  first  Kings? — to  the  reigns  of  the  Em- 
perors, proclaimed  by  the  praetorian  bands? — ^to 
the  reigns  of  the  Sovereign  Pontiffs,  chosen  by 
a  select  body  of  electors  in  a  conclave  of  most 
holy  cardinals  ?  No— we  look  to  none  of  these, 
but  to  that  short  interval  of  four  centuries  and 
a  half  which  lies  between  the  expulsion  of  the 
Tarquins  and  the  re-establishment  of  mon- 
archy in  the  person  of  Octavius  Csesar.  It  is 
to  this  short  period,  during  which  the  consuls, 
tribunes,  and  prsstors,  were  annually  elected 
by  a  direct  vote  of  the  people,  to  which  we 
look  ourselves,  and  to  which  we  direct  the 
infant  minds  of  our  children,  for  all  the  works 
and  monuments  of  Roman  greatness ;  for  roads, 
bridges,  and  aqueducts,  constructed;  for  vic- 
tories gained,  nations  vanquished,  commerce 
extended,  treasure  imported,  libraries  founded, 
learning  encouraged,  the  arts  flom-ishing,  the 
city  embellished,  and  the  Kings  of  the  earth 
humbly  suing  to  be  admitted  into  the  friend- 
ship, and  taken  under  the  protection  of  the 
Roman  people.  It  was  of  this  magnificent 
period  that  Cicero  spoke,  when  he  proclaimed 
the  people  of  Rome  to  be  the  piasters  of  Kings, 


nations  of  the  earth.  And,  what  is  wonderful, 
during  the  whole  period,  in  a  succession  of  four 
hundred  and  fifty  annual  elections,  the  people 
never  once  preferred  a  citizen  to  the  consulship 
who  did  not  carry  the  prosperity  and  glory  of 
the  Republic  to  a  point  beyond  that  at  which 
he  had  found  it. 

It  is  the  same  with  the  Grecian  Republics. 
Thirty  centuries  have  elapsed  since  they  were 
founded ;  yet  it  is  to  an  ephemeral  period  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  years  only,  the  period  of 
popular  elections,  which  intervened  between 
the  dispersion  of  a  cloud  of  petty  tyrants  and 
the  coming  of  a  great  one  in  the  person  of 
Philip,  King  of  Macedon,  that  we  are  to  look 
for  that  galaxy  of  names  which  shed  so  much 
lustre  upon  their  country,  and  in  which  we  are 
to  find  the  first  cause  of  that  intense  sympathy 
which  now  bums  in  our  bosoms  at  the  name  of 
Greece. 

These  short  and  brilliant  periods  exhibit  the 
great  triumph  of  popular  elections;  often  tu- 
multuary, often  stained  with  blood,  but  always 
ending  gloriously  for  the  country.  Then  the 
right  of  suffrage  was  enjoyed ;  the  sovereignty 
of  the  people  was  no  fiction.  Then  a  sublime 
spectacle  was  seen,  when  the  Roman  citizen 
advanced  to  the  polls  and  proclaimed:  "I  vote 
for  Cato  to  be  Consul ;  "  the  Athenian,  "  I  vote 
for  Aristides  to  be  Archon ;  "  the  Theban,  "  I 
vote  for  Pelopidas  to  be  Boeotarch ;  "  the  Lace- 
demonian, "I  vote  for  Leonidas  to  be  first  of 
the  Ephori."  And  why  cannot  an  American 
citizen  do  the  same  ?  Why  may  not  he  go  up 
to  the  poll  and  proclaim,  "  I  vote  for  Thomas 
Jefferson  to  be  President  of  the  United  States? " 
Why  is  he  compelled  to  put  his  vote  in  the 
hands  of  another,  and  to  incur  aU  the  hazards 
of  an  irresponsible  agency,  when  he  himself 
could  immediately  give  his  vote  for  his  own 
chosen  candidate,  without  the  slightest  assist- 
ance from  agents  or  managers? 


Feidat,  Eebmary  6. 
Additional  Sloops  of  Wa/r. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  biU  to  authorize  the  building  of  ten 
additional  sloops  of  war.  The  question  was 
stated  to  be,  upon  filling  the  blank  for  the  ap- 
propriation with  "  $425,000,  annually,  for  two 
years." 

Mr.  Baebotje  rose  in  support  of  the  bill.  He 
believed  the  Senate  could  not,  at  present,  feel 
any  listlessness  in  regard  to  the  Navy  of  the 
country.  There  had  formerly  been  a  difference 
of  opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  United  States 
becoming  a  maritime  power ;  and  Mr.  B.  said 
he  did  justice  to  the  honorable  member  from 
Maryland  (Mr.  Smith)  for  the  firmness  he  had  al- 
ways evinced,  in  his  uniform  support  of  the  Navy, 
although  that  course  had,  at  one  time,  separated 
him  from  the  party  with  which  he  was  accus- 
tomed to  act.    But  it  was  due  to  those  who 
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orable  gentleman,  to  say,  that  experience  had 
not  then  proved  the  necessity  of  a  naval  force ; 
that,  upon  recurring  to  the  history  of  other 
nations,  particularly  of  that  nation  with  whom 
we  were  then,  unhappily,  involved  in  difficulties, 
it  was  then  hardly  to  be  hoped  that  any  effort 
of  ours  would  be  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  make 
any  stand,  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  as  a 
naval  power;  and  it  was  firmly  believed,  by 
those  who  then  opposed  the  progress  of  our 
Navy,  that  weshould  only  build  vessels  to  be 
captured.  But,  in  the  progress  of  time,  the 
war  came  on ;  it  furnished  a  trial  of  our  capacity, 
as  a  maritime  power;  and  the  decision  has 
been  such  as  to  produce  a  uniform  opinion,  in 
the  nation,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  cherish  this  important  means  of  our 
defence.  In  the  brilliancy  and  the  glory  of  its  ex- 
ploits, the  Navy  had  far  exceeded  the  utmost 
anticipation  of  its  friends,  and  certainly  it  had  sur- 
passed the  expectations  of  its  opponents.  While 
it  had  been  thought  that  the  land  alone  would  be 
the  theatre  of  our  victories,  it  became  some- 
times the  scene  of  our  defeat,  and  even  of  our 
disgrace.  And,  where  it  was  expected  that  we 
should  meet  with  nothing  but  disaster,  there 
the  national  character  had  been  elevated.  It 
was  ascertained,  in  that  war,  that  our  Navy 
would  furnish  us  with  the  greatest  means  of 
annoyance  against  an  enemy,  and  that  it  would 
carry  an  impression  of  our  power  more  than 
any  other  force  we  could  furnish,  and  conse- 
quently the  feeling  towards  it  had  been  changed. 
Attachment  to  the  Navy  was  now,  Mr.  B.  said, 
confined  to  no  particular  part  of  the  country — 
it  was  universal.  Immediately  after  the  war,  at 
a  moment  When  the  nation  was  laboring  under  all 
the  embarrassments  resulting  from  the  contest, 
when,  individually  and  collectively,  the  coun- 
try was  distressbd  in  its  financial  concerns ;  in 
April,  1816,  a  law  was  passed  appropriating  one 
million  annually  to  the  gradual  increase  of  the 
Navy.  Mr.  B.  said  he  had  mentioned  that  fact, 
only  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  Government  at  that  time. 
If  a  million  of  dollars,  annually,  was  then  appro- 
priated, when  the  nation  was  embarrassed,  and 
individuals  were  involved  in  pecuniary  distress, 
surely  at  this  time,  when  our  debt  is  diminished, 
and  our  population  increased,  we  may  provide 
for  the  increase  of  the  Navy  proposed  by  this 
bUl.  Either  the  appropriation  at  that  time  was 
the  most  unwise  prodigality,  or  the  bill  proposed 
at  this  time  could  not  fairly  be  objected  to. 
Another  fact  might  be  stated.  About  three 
ye.ors  since,  in  1821,  instead  of  the  annual  ap- 
propriation of  a  million  of  dollars,  only  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars  were  appropriated. 
This  diminution  did  not  grow  out  of  any  hos- 
tility to  the  Navy,  butfrom  the  peculiar  exigen- 
cy in  which  the  nation  was  situated  at  that 
time.  We  were  constrained  to  borrow  money 
for  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
ment. But  that  exigency  has  now  passed  away, 
and  the  circumstances  that  then  existed  have 
passed  away  with  it.     If,  then,  the  question 


were  now  to  be  decided,  whether  the  appro- 
priation of  a  million  a  year,  for  eight  years, 
should  be  made,  as  in  1816;  if  that  question 
were  before  an  American  Senate,  would  there  be 
any  difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to  it  ?  Has 
the  public  mind  undei-gone  any  change  in  favor 
of  a  different  policy?  Is  the  increase  of  the 
Navy  less  desirable  than  at  that  time?  Do  not 
the  same  reasons  that  infiuenced  the  Govern- 
ment then,  operate  as  strongly  now  ;  or  is  any 
one  prepared  to  say  that  our  Navy  is  as  large  as 
is  desirable  ?  • 

Mr.  Haynb,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  iiad 
regretted  that  the  bill  now  under  consideration 
had  been  so  long  delayed,  as  he  had  feared  that 
the  strong  impression  made  by  the  arguments 
of  the  honorable  chairman  (and  his  colleagues) 
of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  might,  by 
that  delay,  have  lost  something  of  its  force. 
But,  since  he  had  heard  the  able  and  eloquent 
speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Baeboue,)  in  support  of  the  bill,  he  felt  that  we 
had  been  amply  compensated  for  the  delay 
which  had  taken  place.  Mr.  H.  said  he  felt  it 
to  be  his  duty  to  yield  his  support  (however 
feeble  it  might  be)  to  this  bill,  because  he  had 
not  only  advocated  it  in  the  committee  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  but  most  cordially 
approved  of  the  policy  on  which  it  was 
founded ;  and  though  he  was  not  destined  to 
partake  largely  in  the  honors  of  victory,  (should 
the  measure  succeed,)  yet  he  would  certainly 
feel  his  full  share  of  mortification  at  its  defeat. 
He  trusted,  therefore,  that  the  Senate  would 
bear  with  him  while  he  endeavored  to  remove 
some  of  the  objections  which  had  been  urged 
against  the  hill,  and  to  show,  affirmatively,  the 
policy  of  building  the  proposed  number  of 
sloops  of  war,  as  soon  as  materials  could  be  pre- 
pared for  that  purpose. 

The  first  objection  against  the  hill  was 
advanced  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Maine,  (Mr.  Chandlbe.)  He  had  endeavored 
to  give  our  little  fieet  "  a  shot  between  wind 
and  water."  He  had  attacked  it  with  satii'e, 
which,  in  a  skilful  hand,  is  sometimes  a  better 
weapon  than  argument.  He  tells  us  that  the 
friends  of  the  Navy,  at  one  moment,  insist 
"  that  we  have  too  few  ships  of  the  line — the 
next,  that  we  have  too  few  '  frigates '^and 
then  we  are  told  that  we  have  too  few  '  sloops 
of  war ;' "  and  then,  that,  in  the  increase  of  our 
Navy,  we  are  travelling  in  a  circle  to  which 
there  is  no  end.  With  aU  due  deference  to 
that  honorable  gentleman,  (said  Mr.  H.,)  I  sub- 
mit that  the  course  of  which  he  complains,  is 
the  only  one  which  could  have  been  pursued,  or 
by  which  we  can  ever  arrive  at  a  suitable  Naval 
Establishment.  A  navy  is,  in  its  very  nature, 
progressive :  this  great  engine  of  national  de- 
fence can  be  constructed  only  by  gradual  means. 
It  must  "grow  with  our  growth  and  strengthen 
with  our  strength."  It  has  been  well  asked,  by 
my  honorable  friend  from  Massachusetts,  whe- 
ther the  gentleman  who  makes  this  objection 
would,  in  the  construction  of  his  dwelling,  expect 
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that  the  chambers  and  the  garret  would  be  built 
at  the  same  moment  with  the  cellar?  And 
I  (said  Mr.  H.)  will  put  another  case,  and 
ask  whether,  if  he  employed  an  agent  to 
improve  a  farm,  he  would  object  that  he  had 
first  prepared  for  cultivation  a  small  field 
and  then  a  large  one — or  whether  he  would 
not  discover,  in  this  gradual  and  progressive 
iinprovement,  the  evidence  of  increasing  wealth 
and  prosperity  ?  But,  if  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's objections  really  be  not  to  the  increase 
of  the  Navy,  bat  only  to  the  manner  in  which 
that  object  was  accomplished,  he  would  suggest 
that  he  ought  not  to  oppose  the  bill,  but  should 
ofier  to  amend  it,  so  as  to  embrace  the  con- 
struction of  vessels  of  every  class  at  the  same 
time.  Mr.  H.  feared,  however,  that  such  a 
proposition  would  never  meet  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  much  less 
that  it  would  be  proposed  by  him. 

A  further  objection  had  been  advanced  by 
the  ionorable  member  from  Maine,  (Mr. 
Holmes,)  in  the  form  of  a  complaint,  "  that 
money  was  never  suffered  to  remain  long  in 
the  Treasury,"  and  he  tells  us  "that  the  Navy  is 
the  Icey  by  which  the  Treasury  is  unlocked." 
It  is  a  golden  key,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  which  if  it 
unlocks  the  Treasury,  also  opens  the  door  to  na- 
tional glory.  May  the  Treasury  never  be  un- 
locked for  any  purpose  less  conducive  to  the 
welfare  and  honor  of  our  country !  I  have  never, 
said  Mr.  H.,  been  able  to  comprehend  the  nature 
of  the  satisfaction  which  gentlemen  appear  to 
feel  in  the  contemplation  of  the  Treasury  filled 
with  gold  and  silver,  and  locked  up  from  the 
public  use.  I  prefer,  said  Mr.  H.,  to  see  the  public 
money  expended  in  great  national  improve- 
ments ;  in  establishments  calculated  to  advance 
the  true  interests  and  welfare  of  the  wholepeople. 
The  gentleman  has  himself  urged  an  argument 
which  makes  against  his  position.  He  says,  it 
is  the  habit  of  the  country  to  exhaust  every  dol- 
lar which  comes  into  the  Treasury,  and  that  this 
always  has  been,  and  ever  will  be  the  case.  If 
this  be  true,  ought  we  not,  by  a  judicious  and 
timely  appropriation  of  the  balances  ia  the  Treas- 
ury, to  prevent  a  worse  use  from  being  made  of 
it?  If  we  are  in  the  habit  of  spending  aU  our 
money,  it  is  certainly  best  to  spend  it  for  wise 
purposes.  If  money  is  to  remain  idle  in  the 
Treasury,  Mr.  H.  thought  it  had  better  have  re- 
rhained  in  the  pockets  of  the  citizens. 

Mr.  Maoon  rose.  He  could  not  say,  like  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  that  he  had  always 
been  in  the  right,  in  regard  to  this  question  re- 
specting a  navy ;  nor  with  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  that  he  was  yet  quite  convinced  upon 
the  subj  ect.  Changes  of  circumstances  would  be 
constantly  occurring ;  we  are  sometimes  very 
rich,  and  sometimes  very  poor.  It  is  true  the 
nation  appears  to  be  decidedly  in  favor  of  a  navy. 
To  be  useful,  a  navy  must  be  strong  enough  to 
make  itself  felt ;  it  must  be  able  to  meet  that  of 
any  pther  nation.  I  am  not  willing,  said  Mr.  M., 
to  .loin  stocks  with  anv  nation.   T  am  for  RtnnrlinD- 


I  believe,  in  time  of  war,  your  navy  will  not  1 
able  to  go  on,  without  impressment.  Yon  mui 
resort  to  impressment ;  you  must  embarrass  yoi 
commerce  ;  you  must  stop  your  privateering,  i 
another  war.  The  history  of  nations  will  shoi 
that  their  freedom  had  done  more  towards  thei 
success  than  any  thing  else.  It  was  the  freedoi 
of  England,  more  than  the  bayonets  of  Eussis 
that  put  down  the  Emperor  of  France.  Th 
character  of  one  part  of  this  country,  to  be  sure 
is  commercial,  and  that  of  the  other  is  not  so 
How  long  we  shall  continue  a  commercial  people 
we  cannot  tell.  I  fear  the  tariff  and  some  othe 
projects,  will  convert  us  into  something  else.  Wi 
are  told  that  Lord  Coke  spoke  of  two  great  bless 
ings  which  England  possessed — ^her  Queen  am 
her  Navy.  We  possess  two  greater  blessings  thai 
these.  We  are  as  free  as  any  people  can  be  ii 
civUized  society,  and  every  man  has  plenty  tc 
eat.  I  wish  I  could  say  that  every  one  in  th( 
country  was  out  of  debt.  I  do  not  believe  W( 
are  in  such  good  circumstances  as  the  gentlemai 
from  Virginia  has  described.  The  failure  o: 
the  banks  has  been  a  great  evil  in  the  country 
In  all  countries,  I  believe,  (though  I  was  nevei 
in  any  but  my  own,)  nothing  is  so  pleasing  as 
military  glory.  I  well  remember,  sii-,  how  1 
loved,  in  my  youth,  to  listen  to  stories  ol 
battles.  It  is  the  delight  of  men,  and  womei 
too.  This  ardor  for  military  glory  is  the  banc 
of  Kepublics.  All  history  demonstrates  thai 
too  much  war  has  proved  their  destruction.  1 
do  not  pretend  to  know  much  of  military 
affairs;  but  I  believe  that  men  have  a  par- 
ticular gift  of  God  to  perform  great  actions; 
it  is  a  special  gift,  like  that  with  which  poets, 
and  orators,  and  other  celebrated'  men,  are 
endowed.  Men  must  have  a  natural  turn  ol 
mind  towards  it  in  order  to  excel  in  any 
business.  It  is  said  that  our  extensive  seacoast 
requires  a  navy.  Great  Britain  has  an  exten- 
sive seacoast,  and  do  we  wish  to  have  as  much 
starvation  and  heavy  taxes  as  she  has  ?  I  had 
much  rather  that  our  people  should  have  plenty 
to  eat,  than  a  brilliant  navy.  I  entertain  no 
hostility  towards  England ;  but,  with  all  her 
enterprise  and  ingenuity,  by  water  and  by  land, 
we  still  find  her  involved  with  a  heavy  debt. 
It  is  said  that  navies  have  added  to  the  glory 
of  nations.  AU  the  naval  powers  that  have 
existed,  have  fallen,  with  the  exception  of  old 
John  Bull.  His  landholders,  and  his  handi- 
craftsmen, have  yet  succeeded  in  keeping  him 
up,  and  he  is  more  free  than  any  of  them. 
Although  I  have  never  voted  for  a  navy,  not  for 
a  rope  or  a  nail  of  it,  yet  I  am  willing  to  defend 
its  honor ;  I  was  of  that  opinion,  in  regard  to 
the_  affair  of  the  Chesapeake.  When  any  other 
nation  attacks  one  of  our  ships,  I  would  give  them 
blow  for  blow.  I  do  not  Uke  long  appropriations, 
for  I  am  quite  willing  to  leave  the  business  of 
voting  money  for  future  purposes,  to  our  suc- 
cessors. It  must  be  admitted  that  the  naval 
question  was  settled  by  the  late  war.    An  ap- 


nrf»rtrin.+.inTi    -nro 


ao/l.^     f»«     iU^ 


DEBATES  OP  CONGKBSS. 


507 


Febbuaet,  1824.] 


Additional  Sloops  of  War, 


[Senate. 


one-half.  We  had  better  leave  this  business  to 
those  who  come  after  us.  We  had  that  appro- 
priation to  reduce ;  and  we  may  have  to  reduce 
this  also.  No  navy  can  supersede  the  necessity 
of  an  army.  Your  fortifications  must  be  kept 
in  order,  and  manned.  If  any  reverse  in  our 
situation  takes  place,  we  shall  be  compelled  to 
resort  to  loans.  No  man  can  calculate  what 
demands  we  may  have  for  mon6y,  I  shall  use 
no  hard  words  towards  the  Holy  Alliance: 
hard  words  do  not  hurt  them,  and  they  do  us 
no  good.  I  am  willing  to  be  at  peace  with 
all  the  world,  and  not  to  abuse  anybody. 

Sir,  I  have  heard  of  economy  ever  since 
I  came  into  Congress,  and  every  year  we  spend 
more  and  more  money.  I  don't  know  but  this  is 
all  right,  but  I  think  the  people  are  not  as  free 
from  debt  as  they  were  in  the  days  of  Washing- 
ton, and  I  believe  the  Government  owes  more 
than  it  did  then.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
has  alluded  to  my  anecdote  about  the  old  man 
and  his  silver  spoons.  It  might  have  been  right 
for  the  old  man  to  have  the  spoons,  but,  then, 
he  had  the  money  to  buy  them  with.  Some 
few  years  ago,  sir,  I  was  travelling  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  country,  in  a  circuit 
through  a  part  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia — 
the  land  is  not  quite  so  poor  there  as  it  is  with 
us,  but  still,  no  one,  who  had  not  seen  it,  would 
believe  there  was  any  land  quite  so  poor  upon 
earth.  I  stopped  at  a  very  miserable  tavern ; 
there  were  three  or  four  persons  present  en- 
gaged in  conversation.  They  were  full  of  a 
Spanish  war,  and  all  in  a  rage  for  taking  Cuba. 
They  said,  "we  had  beaten  Great  Britain  once 
in  a  seven  years'  war ;  and  again,  in  two  years, 
and  that  it  would  be  but  a  job  before  breakfast, 
to  whip  Spain  and  take  Cuba  from  her."  It  is 
a  very  easy  thing  to  get  into  a  war.  The  people 
may  be  a  little  unwilling  for  it,  at  first,  but 
Bome  leading  spirits  get  up  an  excitement,  and 
then  it  is  easily  kept  up.  We  are  always  trying 
Bome  experiment.  When  the  gunboat  system 
was  proposed,  I  was  no  advocate  for  it.  I 
recollect  making  the  remark,  upon  the  occa- 
sion, that  one  British  frigate  would  run  over 
them  all,  as  a  fine  race  horse  would  run  over  a' 
litter  of  Guinea  pigs. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  was  gratified 
to  find  that  no  objection  had  been  yet  urged 
against  building  the  ships  provided  for  in  this 
bill.  The  only  objection  seemed  to  be  to  the 
amount  of  the  appropriation.  The  Naval  Com- 
mittee certainly  have  no  desire  to  press  the 
subject  upon  the  Senate.  It  is  no  child  of 
theirs.  An  honorable  member  introduced  a 
resolution,  early  in  the  session,  proposing  an 
inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  building  an 
additional  number  of  sloops  of  war.  In  com- 
pliance with  the  instructions  contained  in  that 
resolve,  the  committee  proceeded  to  make  the 
necessary  inquiries.  They  communicated  with 
the  head  of  the  Navy  Department  on  the  subject. 
It  was  his  peculiar  province  to  know  wliat 
number  was  necessary.  He  answered  to  the 
question  of  the  committee,  that  ten  would  be 


the  proper  number.  This  number  did  not 
originate  with  the  committee.  They  inquired, 
also,  what  would  be  the  expense,  and  they 
were  told  eighty-five  thousand  dollars  for  each 
vessel.  They  therefore  framed  a  bill  providing 
for  ten  vessels,  and  inserted  in  it  the  highest 
cost  of  buOdtug  them.  The  committee  do  not 
wish  to  press  the  bill.  It  was  said  that  there 
was  no  need  of  making  the  whole  appropriation 
at  once ;  that  the  timber  could  not  be  all  pro- 
cured within  the  present  year,  and  that,  conse- 
quently, the  mon%  would  not  all  be  wanted. 
To  satisfy  that  objection,  I  moved  you,  sir,  in 
behalf  of  the  committee,  that  the  appropriation 
should  be  divided,  one-half  for  the  present, 
and  the  other  for  the  next  year;  and  I  am 
ready,  if  the  Senate  think  it  proper,  to  move 
for  a  further  reduction  of  the  appropri- 
ation. But  why  should  you  vote  to  build  ten 
sloops  of  war,  without  furnishing  the  means  to 
do  it?  I  understand  that  some  part  of  the 
timber  necessary  for  building  these  vessels  is 
already  on  hand.  It  is  true  that  some  kinds  of 
timber  can  only  be  out  in  the  winter,  when  the 
sap  is  down,  but  some  of  it  may  be  obtaiued  as 
well  in  the  summer.  The  committee  have  per- 
mitted the  bill  to  lie  upon  the  table  for  ten  days, 
in  order  to  obtain  information  from  the  Depart- 
ment. It  is  found  that  $425,000  for  the  present 
year,  wiU  not  be  too  large  an  appropri- 
ation. 


Monday,  February  9. 
Jonir  Tayxoe,  from  the  State  of  Virginia, 
whose  credentials  were  filed  during  the  last  ses- 
sion, appeared,  was  qualified;  and  took  his  seat 
in  the  Senate. 

Additional  Sloops  of  War. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  unfinished  business 
of  Friday  last,  being  the  bill  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Naval  Afiairs,  authorizing  the 
building,  of  an  additional  number  of  sloops  of  war 
for  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States.^ 

Mr.  LowEiE  could  not  see  the  necessity  of 
building  so  many  vessels  immediately  —  he 
doubted  the  expediency  of  making  so  large  an 
appropriation,  confined  to  one  or  two  years. 
It  is  said  that  the  vessels  are  wanted  for  the 
suppression  of  piracy.  Mr.  L.  said  he  thought 
that  subject  was  at  rest.  Congress  had  authorized 
the  purchase  of  vessels  for  that  purpose,  at  the 
last  session  ;  and  we  have  been  told,  from  the 
proper  Department,  that  the  enterprise  was  suc- 
cessful, and  that  piracy  was  suppressed.  If  this 
is  the  case,  that  exigency  does  not  now  exist — of 
course,  there  is  less  necessity  to  complete  these 
vessels  immediately.  On  the  ground  that  in 
peace  we  ought  to  prepare  for  war,  Mr.  L.  was 
willing  to  vote  for  the  whole  number  of  vessels 
proposed  by  this  bill.  He  conceived  the  only 
question  now  to  be,  at  what  time  the  money 
should  be  paid.  He  was  in  favor  of  amending 
the  bill  so  as  to  appropriate  $250,000  for  the 
present    year,    and     $150,000    annually     for 
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the  four  Bucoeeding  years.  He  thought  a  per- 
manent appropriation  better  than  an  annual 
one,  as  such  a  course  would  place  the  subject 
before  the  Navy  Board,  to  proceed  according 
to  their  judgment  and  knowledge  of  the  busi- 
ness. He  was  not  opposed  to  the  support  of  a 
Navy,  to  a  certain  extent.  He  considered 
that  our  present  naval  force,  with  the  addition 
of  the  vessels  proposed  by  this  bill,  would  be 
quite  large  enough ;  and,  if  the  act  of  Congress 
providing  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the 
Navy  had  contained  a  provision  for  ten  sloops 
of  war,  he  should  have  opposed  any  further  in- 
crease ;  but  he  believed  some  small  vessels 
were  necessary,  and  was  willing  to  vote  for  the 
bill  provided  the  building  of  the  vessels  was  not 
hurried. 

In  pursuance  of  a  suggestion  which  had  been 
made  by  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Baebotjb  moved  to  fill 
the  blank  for  the  appropriation  with  "  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the 
present  year,  and  two  hundred  thousand  dollars 
annually  for  the  three  succeeding  years."  This 
was  agreed  to — ^yeas  24,  nays  13,  as  follows: 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Benton,  Clayton, 
D'Wolf,  Eaton,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Elliott, 
Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jackson,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  New 
York,  Knight,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Parrott,  Seymour,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Vir- 
ginia, Thomas,  and  Williams — 24. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Bell,  Branch,  Brown,  Chandler, 
Dlckerson,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Lowrie,  Macon,  Noble,  Kuggles,  and  Ware — 13. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time. 


Tuesday,  February  10. 
Mississippi  Land  Company. 
Mr.  Van  Buhen,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Ebenezer  Oliver  and  others,  directors  of  a 
corporation  called  the  New  England  Mississippi 
Land  Company,  &c.,  reported  as  follows : 

1st.  That,  by  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession 
of  the  24th  of  April,  1802,  between  the  United  States 
and  the  State  of  Georgia,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
United  States  might  (in  such  manner  as  not  to  inter- 
fere with  the  payment  to  be  made  to  the  State  of 
Georgia,  or  with  the  satisfaction  of  certain  land 
claims  agreed  to  be  confirmed  by  the  United  States) 
appropriate  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  acres  for 
satisfying  certain  claims  on  the  land  then  ceded  to 
the  United  States,  commonly  called  the  Yazoo  claims ; 
provided  the  act  of  Congress  making  such  appropria- 
tion was  passed  within  one  year. 

2dly.  That,  by  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  regulating 
the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of 
the  lands  of  the  United  States,  passed  the  3d  of 
March,  1803,"  so  much  as  should  be  found  necessary 
of  the  five  millions  of  acres  reserved,  as  before  stated, 
were  appropriated  to  the  purpose  for  which  they  had 
been  reserved.  But  it  was  provided  by  that  act, 
"  that  no  other  claims  shall  be  embraced  by  this  ap- 
propriation but  those  the   evidence  of  which   shall 


have,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next, 
been  exhibited  by  the  claimants  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  recorded  in  books  to  be  kept  in  his  office 
for  that  purpose,"  &c.  , 

Sdly.  That,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  last- 
mentioned  act,  the  claims  to  the  said  lands  were  ex- 
hibited to  the  Secretary  of  State,  including  those 
now  in  question,  but  the  passage  of  the  final  act  pro- 
viding for  their  adjustment  and  satisfaction,  was  da- 
layed  until  the  year  1814. 

4thly.  That  many  of  the  claims,  so  exhibited,  were 
found  to  conjlict  with  each  other,  and  also  with  rights 
which  had  been  acquired  by  the  United  States  in 
consequence  of  surrenders  made  to  the  State  of 
Georgia,  and  which,  by  virtue  of  the  cession,  inured 
to  the  United  States. 

Cthly.  That,  to  make  the  indemnity  and  provide 
for  the  adjustment  of  the  claims  in  question,  the  act 
of  the  3d  of  March,  1814,  was  passed  by  which — 

1st.  The  President  was  authorized  and  required  to 
cause  to  be  issued  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  to  such  claimants,  respectively,  as  had  exhib- 
ited their  claims  agreeably  to  the  act  of  1803,  certifi- 
cates of  stock,  payable  out  of  moneys  arising  from 
the  sale  of  said  public  land,  and,  ariiong  other  com- 
panies, to  the  persons  claiming  in  the  name  or  tmder 
the  Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing, in  the  whole,  one  million  five  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

2d.  That  the  claimants  of  the  lands  might  file,  in 
the  office  of  {lie  Secretary  of  State,  a  release  of  all 
their  claims  to  the  United  States,  and  an  assignment 
and  transfer  to  the  United  States  of  their  claim  to 
any  money  deposited  or  paid  to  the  State  of  Georgia, 
such  release  and  assignment  to  take  effect  on  the  m^ 
demnification  of  the  claimants,  according  to  the  prO' 
visions  of  that  act. 

3d.  Commissioners  were  to  be,  and  were,  accord- 
ingly, appointed  "  to  adjudge  and  finally  determine 
upon  all  controversies  arising  from  such  claims  so  re- 
leased as  aforesaid,  which  may  be  found  to  conffiot 
with  and  be  adverse  to  each  other,  and  also  to  ad- 
judge and  determine  upon  all  such  claims  under  the 
aforesaid  act  or  pretended  act  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, as  may  be  found  to  h'ave  accrued  to  the  United 
States  by  tiie  State  of  Georgia." 

6thly.  That  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1814  were, 
in  all  respects,  pursuant  to  a  compromise  made  in 
behalf  of  the  United  States  with  the  claimants,  in- 
cluding the  present  petitioners,  and  that  the  release, 
required  by  the  said  act,  was  made  by  them. 
_  7thly.  That,  before  the  commissioners,  the  peti- 
tioners, as  trustees  of  the  New  England  Mississippi 
Land  Company,  claimed,  as  the  persons  entitled  to 
the  one  million  five  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars directed  to  be  issued  to  the  Georgia  Mississippi 
Land  Company,  their  claim  to  indemnity  for  957,600 
acres,  amounting  to  $130,425,  was  resisted  in  behalf 
of  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  on  the  ground 
that  the  consideration  money  for  said  lands  had  not 
been  paid,  and  that  therefore  they  were  in  equity 
entitled  to  the  indemnity  provided  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress. The  commissioners  decided  in  favor  of  the 
Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  and  the  $130,426 
were  deducted  from  the  amount  awarded  to  the  New 
England  Mississippi  Land  Company,  and  distributed 
as  follows :  $50,608  48  to  individual  members  of  the 
Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  who  had  released  to 
the  United  States  under  the  act  of  1814,  to  whom  the 
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reserved  to  the  United  States,  as  being  the  shares  of 
those  claimants  who,  not  having  been  paid  the  con- 
sideration money  by  the  persons  who  had  purchased 
of  them,  claimed  to  be  still  the  legal  and  bona  fide 
owners  of  said  lands,  and,  as  such,  had  availed  them- 
selves of  the  provision  of  the  repealing  act  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  and  obtained  the  repayment  of  the 
consideration  money  by  surrendering  their  titles  to 
the  State. 

Sthly.  The  petitioners  object  to  this  decision  as  er- 
roneous, and  they  ask  to  have  the  $130,425  paid  to 
them  by  the  United  States,  or  their  release  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  957,600  acres  cancelled,  so  that  they  may 
assert  their  title  to  the  lands  in  a  court  of  law.  The 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  case  of 
Brown  and  Gilman,  4  Wheaton,  256,  have  decided 
that  the  grant  from  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Land 
Company  to  the  individuals  who  afterwards  consti- 
tuted and  composed  the  New  England  Mississippi 
Land  Company,  conveyed  the  legal  estate,  notwith- 
standing the  act  of  Georgia  prohibiting  the  deeds  for 
the  same  from  being  recorded ;  and  that  by  the  terms 
of  the  contract  and  the  law  of  the  land,  the  grantors 
had  no  lien  on  the  lands  for  the  consideration  money, 
and  that  therefore  the  decree  of  the  commissioners, 
in  that  respect,  was  erroneous.  For  the  grounds  of 
that  decision,  its  operation  upon  the  interests  of 
the  petitioners,  and  those  they  represent,  and  for  a 
more  particular  statement  of  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  whole  transaction,  the 
committee  refer  to  the  case  of  Brown  and  Gilman,  to 
the  decree  of  the  commissioners  accompanying  this 
report,  to  the  accompanying  certificates  of  two  of  the 
commissioners,  and  to  a  more  particular  statement 
made  by  the  petitioners  to  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
and  adopted  by  them  in  their  report  last  year  on  the 
game  petition. 

9thly.  The  committee  acquiesce  in  the  correctness 
of  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  believe 
that  the  decision  of  the  commissioners,  on  the  point 
of  law  raised  before  them,  was  erroneous ;  but,  as 
their  decree  was  agreed  and  declared  by  the  law  to 
be  final  and  conclusive  on  the  rights  of  all  the  par- 
ties, and  as  they  have  not  found  any  circumstances 
in  the  case  requiring  that  the  same  should  be  opened, 
but  many  strong  reasons  against  the  propriety  of 
doing  so,  a  majority  of  the  committee  are  of  opinion 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted. 

The  repoA  and  resolution  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 


Friday,  February  20. 
Hoods  in  the  Terrify  of  Florida. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  laying  out  and  opening  certain  public  roads 
in  the  Territory  of  Florida." 

The  bill  proposes  an  appropriation  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
road  from  Pensacola  to  St.,  Augustine,  and 
three  thousand  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  sur- 
Teying  routes  for  two  other  roads  intersecting 
said  Territory  at  different  points. 

Mr.  Bbowh  stated  that  the  distance  over 
which  the  road  was  proposed  to  be  made,  was 
about  three  hundred  miles:  and  the  distance 


to  be  surveyed  for  the  two  other  roads  would 
be  about  six  hundred  miles.  It  was  of  great 
importance  to  have  a  communication  opened 
along  the  coast  of  that  Territory.  The  inhabi- 
tants, living  under  the  same  government,  were 
widely  separated  from  each  other.  The  pro- 
posed road  will  pass  through  a  very  fine  and 
fertile  country,  mostly  belonging  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States.  It  appeared  to 
the  committee  to  be  necessary  that  something 
should  be  done  to  increase  the  value  of  this 
property.  The  trustees  of  that  Territory  re- 
quire protection  from  the  Government,  and  this 
measure  will  accelerate  its  settlement.  As  the 
sum  appropriated  was  not  very  great,  he  hoped 
the  bill  would  pass. 

Mr.  Jackson  said  this  road  was  of  great  im- 
portance, from  two  considerations — the  first,  as 
it  related  to  the  defence,  and  the  second,  in  re- 
gard to  the  population  of  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try. If  gentlemen  would  recur  to  the  map  of 
that  part  of  the  Territory,  they  would  perceive 
that  it  would  be  absolutely  impossible  to  succor 
St.  Augustine,  except  by  water.  The  road 
could  be  made  at  a  small  expense,  and  would 
furnish  the  means  of  immediate  defence.  He 
thought  the  United  States  ought  to  keep  an  eye 
on  that  part  of  the  country — it  is  now  very 
weak  and  defenceless.  Without  this  road,  peo- 
ple could  not  be  induced  so  speedily  to  emi- 
grate to  that  Territory,  and  its  settlement 
would  be  retarded. 

Mr.  LowME  said  there  were  two  objects 
specified  in  this  bUl,  which  the  gentleman  had 
not  touched  upon — the  surveys  of  two  other 
routes,  besides  the  one  where  the  road  was  to 
be  made.  He  wished  information  on  those 
points;  as  three  thousand  dollars  was  appro- 
priated for  the  surveys,  while  only  twenty 
thousand  dollars  was  to  be  granted  for  making 
the  other  road. 

Mr.  Beown,  in  explanation,  remarked  that 
the  contemplated  routes,  which  were  to  be  sur- 
veyed, embraced  an  extent  of  six  hundred 
miles;  while  the  road  to  be  made  was  only 
three  hundred.  Those  routes  which  were  to 
be  traced  out,  touch  at  different  parts  of  the 
Territory,  the  communication  with  which  is 
highly  important. 

Mr.  LowBiE  inquired  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  what  data  the 
committee  had  adopted,  in  estimating  the  ex- 
penditures for  these  purposes. 

Mr.  Beown  said  the  committee  had  before 
them  the  statements  furnished  by  the  delegate 
who  represented  that  Territory  in  the  other 
House.  From  these,  and  such  information  as 
could  be  gained  from  the  map  of  that  country, 
the  estimates  were  made. 

Ml'.  Jackson  did  not  doubt  that  the  appro- 
priation provided  in  this  bUl,  with  the  labor  of 
the  military  force  stationed  in  that  part  of  the 
country,  would  be  adequate  to  the  proposed 
objects — ^he  said  that,  by  this  means,  a  topo- 
graphical view  of  the  country  through  which 
the  roads  were  to  run,  would  be  obtained ;  and 
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the  President  would  not  apply  more  money  to 
the  purpose  than  should  be  found  necessary. 

Mr.  Chandler  thought  that  must  be  a  very 
extraordinary  country  indeed,  if  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars  would  make  three  hundred  miles 
of  road  in  it.  We  have  been  told  that  the  sol- 
diers could  not  work  in  that  country.  Mr.  0. 
believed  that,  if  twenty  thousand  dollars  were 
appi'opriated  now,  it  would  not  be  a  great 
while  before  Congress  would  be  called  upon  to 
vote  more  money  for  this  object. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  could  hardly  believe 
that  fifty  or  sixty  dollars  a  mile,  which  was  all 
the  sum  mentioned  in  the  bill  would  amount 
to,  would  be  sufficient  to  make  this  road.  He 
felt  in  favor  of  making  a  road  from  Pensacola 
to  St.  Augustine,  but  wished  to  know  what  the 
real  cost  of  such  a  road  would  be — ^how  much 
it  would  cost  in  money,  and  how  much  labor 
the  soldiers  could  perform.  He  wished  to  know 
if  the  committee  had  estimated  the  cost.  When 
appropriations  are  to  be  made,  an  estimate  is 
generally  required.  When  a  light-house  or  a 
pier  is  to  be  built,  the  committee  is  called  upon 
for  an  estimate.  He  thought  the  Government 
were  going  too  far  in  this  business,  in  making 
out  these  two  roads  of  three  hundred  miles 
each.  The  distance,  considering  the  sinuosities 
of  the  road,  might  be  a  great  deal  more  than 
was  calculated.  If  the  survey  is  made,  we 
shall  be  called  upon,  some  time  or  other,  to 
make  the  roads  also.  Mr.  H.  thought  it  would 
be  much  better  to  begin  by  making  the  road 
from  Pensacola  to  St.  Augustine ;  they  are 
united  uider  one  government,  the  operations 
of  which  require  that  there  should  be  a  com- 
munication between  the  two  places.  He  was, 
therefore,  in  favor  of  that  part  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Elliott  said  that  he  was  not  surprised 
that  gentlemen  who  came  from  a  part  of  the 
country  where  roads  were  made  in  a  very  dif- 
ferent manner,  should  think  the  sum  mentioned 
in  this  bill  too  small  for  the  contemplated  pur- 
pose. In  that  part  of  the  countiy  where  the 
roads  must  be  rendered  perfectly  hard,  so  as  to 
secure  them  from  the  operation  of  the  frost,  the 
expense  would,  undoubtedly,  be  much  greater. 
But,  in  the  section  where  this  road  is  to  be 
located,  all  that  is  done  is  to  fell  the  trees,  and 
excavate  ditches  by  the  side  of  the  road.  There 
is  no  need  of  any  great  quantity  of  material. 
He  believed  ten  thousand  dollars  would  be  suf- 
ficient to  fell  the  timber,  and  Jay  out  the  road. 
The  most  important  diflBculty  is  the  swamps 
through  which  the  road  must  pass ;  the  timber 
is  rolled  into  them,  as  it  is  cut  down,  and  the 
mud  is  filled  in  from  the  ditches.  These  are 
our  roads.  They  are  not  like  those  in  the 
Korth,  and  hence  they  do  not  cost  as  much 
money.  He  believed  that  twenty  thousand 
dollars,  with  the  services  of  the  military,  would 
be  amply  sufficient.  With  regard  to  the  sur- 
veys to  be  made  for  the  other  roads,  the  popu- 
latipn  of  the  country  would  be  greatly  facili- 
tated by  opening  these  communications.    They 


necessary  to  fell  the  timber,  and  those  wh( 
pass  upon  the  road  will  make  it.  We  havi 
only  to  mark  out  the  way.  In  the  event  o 
war,  it  would  be  very  important,  as  fumishin; 
opportunities  for  an  army  to  pass  with  celerity 
Mr.  E.  thought  it  absolutely  necessary,  for  the 
welfare  of  that  part  of  the  country,  that  thii 
bill  should  be  adopted ;  the  country  would  thei 
be  open  to  the  inspection  of  persons  who  wist 
to  settle  there.  It  is  now  in  a  very  exposed 
situation ;  it  may  be  called  the  piquet  of  the 
Union ;  and  shall  we  suflfer  it  to  remain  de- 
fenceless ?  As  this  measure  would  furnish  facili- 
ties for  investigating  the  country,  and  means  fox 
its  defence,  Mr.  E.  hoped  it  would  be  agreed  to, 

Mr.  Jackson  said  he  had  himself  marched 
through  a  considerable  part  of  that  territory, 
and  was  enabled  to  open  roads  at  the  rate  oi 
twenty  miles  a  day.  If  an  army  was  able  to 
open  a  road  at  that  rate,  he  believed  that 
twenty  thousand  dollars  would  be  a  sufficient 
sum  for  this  purpose.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
it  would  be  sufficient,  unless  bridges  were  to  be 
made  over  the  streams,  which  he  believed  waa 
not  intended. 

Mr.  Beown  said  that,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  wished  for  estimates,  as  they  were  fur- 
nished in  regard  to  light-houses,  &c.,  he  could 
inform  him,  in  relation  to  the  surveys  to  be 
made  in  Florida,  it  was  estimated  that  they 
would  cost  five  dollars  per  mile ;  that  surveyors 
in  that  section  of  the  country  would  trace  out 
roads  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  the  mile ;  and 
the  committee  calculated  that  five  dollars  a 
mile  would  defray  the  whole  expense.  The 
utility  of  these  surveys,  he  thought,  was  un- 
questionable, as  they  served  as  guides  to  trav- 
ellers who  explore  the  country.  The  soil  is  so 
dry,  and  so  easy  to  be  worked,  that  he  believed 
the  expense  would  not  be  more  than  the  sum 
proposed  in  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate 
without  amendment ;  and,  upon  its  passage  to 
a  third  reading,  Mr.  Ohandlee  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barton,  Branch,  Br<np,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards of  Connecticut,  Elliott,  Findlsy,  Gaillard, 
Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama, 
Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Mills,  Parrott,  Ruggles, 
Seymour,  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas, 
Van  Buren,  Ware,  WilBams — 18. 

Nays.— Messrs.  Bell,  Chandler,  Clayton,  D'  Wolf, 
Knight^  Macon,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Dyke— 8. 

So  the  hai  passed  to  a  third  reading. 


Tuesday,  February  24. 
Claim  of  MassacTmsetts. 
The  following  Message  was  yesterday  receiv- 
ed from  the  Peesidbnt  or  thb  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  tM 
United  States: 
I  herewith  transmit  to  Conjsress  certain  documents 
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dered  by  the  militia  of  that  State  in  the  late  war,  and 
for  which  payment  was  made  by  the  State.  From 
the  particular  circumstances  attending  this  claim,  I 
have  thought  it  proper  to  suhmit  the  subject  to  the 
consideration  of  Congress. 

In  forming  a  just  estimate  of  this  claim,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  recur  to  the  cause  which  prevented  its 
admission,  or  the  admission  of  any  part  thereof,  at  an 
earlier  day.  It  will  be  recollected,  that,  when  a  call 
was  made  on  the  militia  of  that  State  for  service,  in 
the  late  war,  under  an  arrangement  which  was  alike 
applicable  to  the  militia  of  all  the  States,  and  in  con- 
formity with  the  acts  of  Congress,  the  Executive  of 
Massachusetts  refused  to  comply  with  the  call,  on  the 
principle  that  the  power  vested  in  Congress  by  the 
constitution,  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia 
to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrec- 
tions, and  repel  invasions,  was  not  a  complete  power 
for  those  purposes,  but  conditional,  and  dependent  on 
the  consent  of  the  Executives  of  the  several  States ; 
and,  also,  that,  when  called  into  service,  such  consent 
being  given,  they  could  not  be  commanded  by  a  regu- 
lar officer  of  the  United  States,  or  other  officer  than 
of  the  militia,  except  by  the  President,  in  person. 
That  this  decision  of  the  Executive  of  Massachusetts 
was  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  dangerous  tendency,  especially  when  it 
is  considered  that  we  were  then  engaged  in  a  war  with 
a  powerful  nation,  for  the  defence  of  our  common 
rights,  was  the  decided  opinion  of  this  Government ; 
and  when  the  period,  at  which  that  decision  was 
formed,  was  considered,  it  being  as  early  as  the  5th  of 
Angast,  1812,  immediately  after  the  war  was  declared, 
and  that  it  was  not  relinquished  during  the  war,  it 
was  inferred,  by  the  Executive  of  the  United  States, 
that  the  decision  of  the  Executive  of  that  State  was 
alike  applicable  to  all  the  services  that  were  rendered 
by  the  militia  of  the  State  during  the  war. 

In  the  correspondence  with  the  Governor  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, at  that  important  epoch,  and  on  that  very 
interesting  subject,  it  was  announced  to  him,  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  that,  if  the  militia  of  the  State  were 
called  into  service  by  the  Executive  of  the  State,  and 
not  put  under  the  command  of  the  Major  General  of 
the  United  States,  as  the  militia  of  the  other  States 
were,  the  expense  attending  their  sendee  would  be 
chargeable  to  the  State, ,  and  not  to  the  United  States. 
It  was  also  stated  to  him,  at  the  same  time,  that  any 
olaim  which  the  State  might  have  for  the  reimburse- 
ment of  such  expenses,  could  not  be  allowed  by  the 
Executive  of  the  United  States,  since  it  would  involve 
principles  on  which  that  branch  of  the  Government 
could  not  decide. 

Under  these  circumstances,  a  decision  on  the^  claim 
of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  has  hitherto  been  sus- 
pended, and  it  need  not  be  remarked  that  the  suspen- 
sion has  proceeded  from  a  conviction  that  it  would  he 
improper  to  give  any  sanction  by  its  admission,  or  by 
the  admission  of  any  part  thereof,  either  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  constitution  contended  for  by  the 
then  Executive  of  that  State,  or  to  its  conduct,  at  that 
period,  towards  the  General  Government  and  the 
Union. 

In  January,  1823,  the  Eepresentatives  in  Congress 
from  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  suggested,  by  memo- 
rial, that  the  constitutional  objection  could  not  apply 
to  a  portion  of  the  claim,  and  requested  that  the  ac- 
counting officer  of  the  Government  might  be  instruct- 
ed to  audit  and  admit  such  part  as  might  be  free  from 
that  objection.    In  all  cases  where  claims  are  pre- 


sented for  militia  service,  it  is  the  duty  and  the  prac- 
tice of  the  accounting  officer  to  submit  them  to  the 
department  for  instmotion  as  to  the  legality  of  the 
claim ;  that  is,  whether  the  service  had  been  rendered 
by  order  of  the  competent  authority,  or  otherwise, 
under  circumstances  to  justify  the  claim  against  the 
United  States,  admitting  that  the  evidence  in  support 
of  it  should  be  satisfactory.  To  this  request  there  ap- 
peared to  be  no  weU-founded  objection,  under  the  res- 
ervation, as  to  the  constitutional  principle,  and  ac- 
cordingly an  order  was  given  to  the  accounting  officers 
of  the  Treasury  to  proceed  in  auditing  the  claim,  with 
that  reservation.  ♦ 

In  conformity  with  this  arrangement,  the  Execu- 
tive of  Massachusetts  appointed  two  citizens  of  that 
State,  commissioners  to  attend  to  the  settlement  of 
its  claim,  and  who,  in  execution  of  the  trust  reposed 
in  them,  have  presented  to  the  accounting  officer  of 
the  Treasury  that  portion,  comprehending  the  services 
of  the  fifth  division  of  the  militia  of  the  State,  which 
has  been  audited  and  reported  for  consideration,  sub- 
ject to  the  objection  above  stated.  I  have  examined 
this  report,  with  the  documents  presented  by  the  com- 
missioners, and  am  of  opinion  that  the  services  ren- 
dered by  that  division  were  spontaneous,  patriotic, 
and  proper,  necessary  for  self-defence,  to  repel,  in 
some  instances,  actual  invasion,  and  in  others,  by 
adequate  preparation,  invasions  that  were  menaced. 
The  commissioners  of  the  State  having  intimated  that 
other  portions  of  service  stood  on  similar  ground,  the 
accounting  officer  has  been  instructed,  in  auditing  the 
whole,  to  do  it  in  such  manner  as  to  enable  the  De- 
partment to  show  distinctly  under  what  circumstances 
each  portion  of  service  was  rendered — whether  volun- 
tary, called  out  by  invasion,  or  the  menace  of  invasion, 
or  by  public  authority ;  and  in  such  case,  whether  the 
militia  rendering  such  service  was  placed  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  or  retained  under  that 
of  the  State. 

It  affi)rds.me  great  pleasure  to  state,  that  the  Exe- 
cutive of  Massachusetts  has  disclaimed  the  principle 
which  was  maintained  by  the  former  Executive,  and 
that,  in  this  disclaimer,  both  branches  of  the  Legisla- 
ture have  concurred.  By  this  renunciation,  the  State 
is  placed  on  the  same  ground,  in  this  respect,  with 
the  other  States,  and  this  very  distressing  anomaly  in 
our  system  is  removed.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
great  body  of  our  fellow-citizens  in  Massachusetts  are 
as  firmly  devoted  to  our  Union,  and  to  the  free  repub- 
lican principles  of  our  Government,  as  our  fellow- 
citizens  of  the  other  States.  Of  this  importanttruth, 
then:  conduct  in  every  stage  of  our  Eevolutionary 
struggle,  and  in  many  other  emergencies,  bears  ample 
testimony ;  and,  I  add,  with  profound  interest  and  a 
tliorough  conviction,  that,  although  the  difficulty  ad- 
verted to,  in  the  late  war,  with  their  Executive,  ex- 
cited equal  surprise  and  regret,  it  was  not  believed  to 
extend  to  them.  There  never  was  a  moment  when 
the  confidence  of  the  Government  in  the  great  body 
of  our  fellow-citizens  of  that  State,  was  impaired ;  nor 
is  a  doubt  entertained  that  they  were  at  all  times  will- 
ing and  ready  to  support  their  rights,  and  to  repel  an 
invasion  by  the  enemy. 

The  commissioners  of  Massachusetts  have  urged, 
in  compliance  with  their  instructions,  the  payment  of 
BO  much  of  their  claim  as  applies  to  the  services  ren- 
dered by  the  fifth  division,  which  have  been  audited, 
and  I  should  have  no  hesitation  in  admitting  it,  if  I 
did  not  think,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
that  the  claim,  in  aU  its  parts,  was  cognizable  by  Con- 
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gress  alone.  The  period  at  which  the  constitutional 
difficulty  was  raised,  by  the  Executive  of  the  State, 
was  in  the  highest  degree  important,  as  was  the  ten- 
dency of  the  principle  for  which  it  contended,  and 
which  was  adhered  to  during  the  war.  The  public 
mind  throughout  the  Union  was  much  excited  by  that 
occurrence,  and  great  solicitude  was  felt  as  to  its  con- 
sequences. The  Executive  of  the  United  States  was 
bound  to  maintain,  and  did  maintain,  a  just  construc- 
tion of  the  constitution ;  in  doing  which,  it  is  grati- 
fying to  recollect  that  the  most  fnendly  feelings  were 
sherisbed  towards  their  brethren  of  that  State.  The 
Executive  of  the  State  was  warned,  in  the  corre- 
spondence which  then  took  place,  of  the  light  in  which 
its  conduct  was  viewed,  and  of  the  effect  it  would 
have,  so  far  as  related  to  the  right  of  the  Executive  of 
the  United  States,  on  any  claim  which  might  after- 
wards be  presented  by  the  State  to  compensation  for 
such  services.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  power 
of  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  to  settle  any 
portion  of  this  claim,  seems  to  be  precluded.  It  seems 
proper,  also,  that  this  claim  should  be  decided,  on  full 
investigation,  before  the  public,  that  the  principle  on 
which  it  is  decided  may  be  thoroughly  understood  by 
our  fellow-citizens  of  every  State,  which  can  be  done 
by  Congress  alone ;  who  alone,  also,  possess  the 
power  to  pass  the  laws  which  may  be  necessary  to 
Barry  such  decision  into  effect. 

In  submitting  this  subject  to  the  calm  and  enlight- 
ened judgment  of  Congress,  I  do  it  with  peculiar  satis- 
faction, from  a  knowledge  that  you  are  now  placed, 
by  the  course  of  events,  in  a  situation  which  will  en- 
able yon  to  adopt  such  measures  as  will  not  only 
comport  with  the  sound  principles  of  our  Government, 
but,  likewise,  be  conducive  to  other  the  highest  inter- 
ests of  our  Union.  By  the  renunciation  of  the  principle 
maintained  by  the  then  Executive  of  Massachusetts, 
as  has  been  done  by  its  present  Executive  and  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature,  in  the  most  formal  man- 
ner, and  in  accord  with  the  sentiments  of  the  great 
body  of  the  people,  the  constitution  is  restored,  in  a 
rery  important  feature — that  connected  with  the  pub- 
lic defence ;  and  in  the  most  important  branch,  that 
of  the  militia,  to  its  native  strength.  It  is  gratifying 
to  know,  that  this  renunciation  has  been  produced  by 
the  regular,  orderly,  and  pacific  operation  of  our  Ee- 
publican  system,  whereby  those  who  were  in  the  right 
at  the  moment  of  difficulty,  and  who  sustained  the 
Government  with  great  firmness,  have  gained  daily 
strength  until  this  result  waa  accomplished.  The 
points  on  which  you  will  have  to  decide,  are,  what  is 
Fairly  due  for  the  services  which  were  actually  ren- 
dered ?  By  what  means  shall  we  contribute  most  to 
cement  the  Union,  and  give  the  greatest  support  to 
our  most  excellent  constitution?  In  seeking  each 
object  separately  we  are  led  to  the  same  result  All 
that  can  be  claimed  by  our  fellow-citizens  of  Massa- 
chusetts is,  that  the  constitutional  objection  be  waived, 
and  that  they  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  with  their 
brethren  in  the  other  States — that,  regarding  the 
services  rendered  by  the  militia  of  other  States,  for 
which  compensation  has  been  made,  giving  to  the 
rule  the  most  liberal  construction,  like  compensation 
be  made  for  similar  services  rendered  by  the  militia 
nf  that  State. 

I  have  been  led  to  conclude,  on  great  consideration, 
that  the  principles  of  justice,  as  well  as  a  due  regard 
For  the  great  interests  of  our  Union,  require  that  this 
jhiim,  in  the  extent  proposed,  should  be  acceded  to. 
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the  militia  of  Massachusetts,  and  with  the  most  patri- 
otic motives.  It  seems  just,  therefore,  that  they  should 
be  compensated  for  ench  services,  in  like  manner  with 
the  militia  of  the  other  States.  The  constitutional 
difficulty  did  not  originate  with  them,  and  has  now 
been  removed.  It  comports  with  our  system  to  look 
to  the  service  rendered,  and  to  the  intention  with 
which  it  was  rendered,  and  to  award  the  compensa- 
tion accordingly,  especially  as  it  may  now  be  done 
without  the  sacrifice  of  principle.  The  motive,  in  this 
instance,  is  the  stronger,  because  well  satisfied  I  am, 
that,  by  so  doing,  we  shall  give  the  most  effectual 
support  to  our  republican  institutions.  No  latent 
cause  of  discontent  will  be  left  behind.  The  great 
body  of  the  people  will  be  gratified ;  and  even  those 
who  now  survive,  who  were  then  in  error,  cannot 
fail  to  see,  with  interest  and  satisfaction,  this  distress- 
ing occurrence  thus  happily  terminated,  I  therefore 
consider  it  my  duty  to  recommend  it  to  Congress  to 
make  provision  for  the  settlement  of  the  clai&i  of 
Massachusetts,  for  services  rendered  in  the  late  war  by 
the  militia  of  the  State,  in  conformity  with  the  mlef 
which  have  governed  in  the  settlement  of  the  claims 
for  services  rendered  by  the  militia  of  the  other  States. 
JAMES  MONKOE. 
"WAsmuGTOir,  Feb.  23,  1824. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  nse  of  the  Senate. 


Webnesdat,  February  25. 
Francis  Henderson,  Jr. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Babbotje,  the  Senate,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  reported  by  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
for  the  relief  of  Erancis  Henderson,  jr.'  It 
will  be  recollected  that  this  bill  grants  a  cer- 
tain sum  of  money  to  Mr.  Henderson,  who  is 
the  ^andson  of  the  late  Colonel  John  Laurens, 
for  diplomatic  and  military  services  rendered  to 
the  country  by  his  grandfather.  Mr.  B.  moved 
to  amend  the  bill,  by  inserting  a  proviso,  re- 
quiring, previous  to  the  payment  of  the  money, 
a  fuU  relinquishment  of  all  claims  for  these  ser- 
vices on  the  part  of  Francis  and  Frances  E. 
Henderson,  the  father  and  mother  of  the  per- 
son for  whose  relief  the  bill  is  drawn.  Upon 
the  question  to  amend,  the  merits  of  the  biH 
itself  were  fully  discussed. 

Mr.  Lanmau  caUed  for  the  reading  of  certain 
documents,  showing  the  compensation  which- 
had  already  been  made  to  Colonel  Laurens,  and 
his  family.  Messrs.  Baeboue,  Mills,  and  Ma- 
con, advocated  the  bill,  and  Messrs.  Chandlbe, 
Tayloe  of  Virginia,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Lan- 
MAtf,  Smith,  Bbll,  and  Kellt,  opposed  it. 

The  bill  was  supported  on  the  grounds  that 
the  claim  was  one  of  strict  justice — ^that  the 
money  was  actually  due  for  military  services 
rendered  by  Colonel  Laurens,  and  for  outfits, 
which  ought  to  have  been  allowed  him  in  his 
diplomatic  character,  when  appointed  a  special 
Minister  to  France;  and  that  the  objection 
made  to  paying  the  money  to  the  grandson,  in- 
stead of  the  daughter  of  Colonel  Laurens,  would 
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requiring  tlie  sanction  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hender- 
son previous  to  the  payment  of  the  money. 

It  wag  objected  against  the  passage  of  the 
hill,  that  Colonel  Laurens,  although  he  had  ren- 
dered high  and  valuable  services  to  the  coun- 
try, had  received  all  the  compensation  that  he 
had  wished  or  expected  for  those  services ;  that 
the  length  of  time  which  had  elapsed  ought  to 
be  considered  as  a  bar  to  all  such  claims ;  and 
that,  if  the  claim  were  allowed  at  all,  the  mon- 
ey should  be  paid  to  the  daughter,  and  not  to 
the  grandson  of  Colonel  Laurens. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Baebotie 
was  carried.  He  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
in  the  bill  for  the  amount  to  be  granted  with 
"$7,542  41."  This  motion  was  rejected— 14 
yeas,  23  nays.  Considering  this  last  vote  as  de- 
cisive of  the  fate  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Babboub  mov- 
ed its  indefinite  postponement,  which  was  car- 
ried without  opposition. 


Feidat,  February  27. 
Military  Appropriations. 
Mr.  Smith  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, making  appropriations  for  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1824, 
without  amendment.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith, 
the  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr. 
Beanoh  in  the  chair,  proceeded  to  the  consid- 
eration of  this  bill. 

Military  Academy — Purchase  of  Land  to  re- 
move a  Drinhing-house. 

Mr.  Maoon  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of 
the  bill  which  provides  an  appropriation  for  the 
purchase  of  a  farm  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Mili- 
tary Academy,  at  "West  Point,  at  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  thousand  dollars  ;  upon  which  farm 
there  is  a  public  house. 

Mr.  Chandlbe  was  in  favor  of  striking  out 
the  clause  alluded  to.  He  thought  it  would  be 
of  no  great  use  to  purchase  this  farm,  with  the 
public  house  upon  it,  when  another  tavern 
could  be  erected  immediately  at  some  other 
place. 

Mr.  LowEiK  said  he  had  hitherto  entertained 
the  opinion  that  the  discipline  at  the  Military 
Academy  was  such  as  not  to  require  any  appro- 
priation like  this ;  but  since  he  had  examined 
into  the  statement  of  its  situation,  in  relation  to 
this  tavern,  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  propriety 
of  purchasing  the  farm.  It  had  been  stated 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  location  of  this  pub- 
lic house  in  the  vicinity  of  the  institution,  the 
students  obtained  liquor,  which  was  introduced 
into  the  barracks,  against  the  rules  of  the  Acad- 
emy. He  considered  the  only  question  to  be, 
whether  a  great  nuisance  should  be  removed, 
at  the  expense  of  ten  thousand  dollars.  The 
Senate  would  recollect  that  great  sums  of  mon- 


The  object  was  incalculably  gi-eater  tha 
expenditure  proposed.  He  had  much 
that  the  police  of  the  institution  should 
been  such  as  to  restrain  all  improprieties 
kind;  but  perhaps  it  was  not  possible 
strain  them.  He  understood  the  regu' 
were  as  good  as  they  could  be.  He  oal; 
the  reading  of  a  letter,  upon  this  subject 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Academy. 

Mr.  Maoost  believed  that  there  was 
school,  an  academy,  or  an  institution  for  i 
struction  of  youth,  in  the  United  States, 
similar  evils  were  not  to  oe  found.  Thes 
lie  houses,  he  said,  were  scattered  abo 
country  in  every  direction ;  and  the  e: 
would  be  immense  if  the  Government  ^ 
purchase  them  ah,  to  prevent  their  inj 
efieots  upon  our  youth.  He  thought  the 
another  objection  to  this  purchase — the 
ernment  could  not  exercise  authority  ov 
land  without  the  consent  of  the  State  o: 
York.  West  Point  had  been  ceded  to  th 
ernment  by  the  State ;  and,  therefore,  jn 
tion  could  be  exercised  over  it.  But, 
farm  was  bought,  the  land  attached  to  t! 
stitution  will  be  held  by  two  different  tf 
If  any  profit  is  to  be  made  by  a  public 
there,  another  will  soon  be  built — and  th 
ernment  must  buy  all  the  land  to  prev 
K  the  young  students  are  determined  to 
frolic,  they  wiU  have  it  at  all  events. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  had  strong  doi 
this  appropriation.  We  are  about  to  vi 
thousand  dollars  for  the  purchase  of  thii 
The  owner  will  know  very  well  what  a 
is  appropriated,  and  he  will  not  take  les 
the  whole  amount.  It  is  a  monstrous  pi 
the  land.  Mr.  H.  believed  it  very  nee 
that  there  should  be  a  public  house  soms 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Academy,  for  the  i 
modation  of  the  friends  of  the  studenl 
others  who  might  visit  it,  and  he  believe( 
would  be  one.  It  is  said  that  the  placi 
surrounded  by  mountains,  that  there  is  i 
on  which  to  erect  another  house.  But  t 
certainly  a  road  over  the  mountains  lea( 
the  place ;  and  enterprising  individuals  ■> 
found,  who  will  erect  another  house  on  c 
that  road.  If  the  mountains  are  as  high 
las  itself,  they  will  have  a  tavern — ^the 
buUd  a  house  upon  the  moimtain,  and 
steps  to  it,  if  there  is  no  other  place.  A 
these  irregularities  among  the  students  -tli 
of  the  discipline  of  the  institution  ?  Wi 
students  wish  to  violate  the  rules,  woul 
not  rather  have  the  public  house  furthe 
If  the  house  were  at  a  distance,  so  as 
without  the  view  of  the  officers  of  the  . 
my,  would  not  the  excesses  be  greater? 
purchase  this  farm,  another  house  will 
mediately  erected  upon  the  borders  of 
the  excesses  will  be  greater  there  than  tl 
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Mr.  LowEiB  said  he  had  no  doubt  that  a  tav- 
ern was  necessary  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Acad- 
emy ;  and  there  certainly  might  be  one  there ; 
but  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  under  the  regu- 
lation of  the  Government  of  the  institution. 
As  to  the  question  of  jurisdiction,  the  United 
States  undoubtedly  have  a  right  to  purchase  the 
same  title  which  the  present  owner  possesses ; 
and  this  is  all  the  jurisdiction  that  is  wanted. 
He  believed  the  object  to  be  much  greater  than 
the  price  to  be  paid;  and  it  was  somewhat 
doubtful  whether  the  farm  could  be  purchased 
for  the  sum  proposed. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Maryland,  hoped  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  North 
Oai'olina  would  prevail.  This  appropriation 
would  introduce  a  new  principle  into  our  Gov- 
ernment— a  principle  that  we  should  purchase 
out  every  nuisance  that  exists  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  our  public  seminaries.  We  confess  that 
we  are  so  deficient  in  discipline  that  we  cannot 
prevent  these  bad  effects,  except  by  purchase. 
We  have  such  nuisances  near  to  every  camp, 
arsenal,  and  public  institution  of  every  kind  in 
the  country.  If  a  tavern  becomes  a  great  nui- 
sance, instead  of  suppressing  its  abuses  by  the 
civil  authority,  we  are  to  put  it  down  by  pur- 
chasing it.  It  is  establishing  a  dangerous  prece- 
dent. But,  Mr.  L.  asked,  with  all  respect  for 
this  Academy,  and  the  men  connected  with  it, 
why  Congress  was  called  upon  to  guard  the 
morals  of  those  youths  only  who  are  to  be  edu- 
cated for  the  military  service  ?  Almost  every 
other  institution  in  the  country  is  subject  to 
the  same  inconveniences.  It  is  our  duty  to 
guard  their  morals  as  well  as  those  of  the  Mili- 
tary Academy.  And  are  we  certain,  if  the  ap- 
propriation is  made,  and  the  farm  purchased, 
that  we  shall  get  rid  of  the  evil?  No  man  can 
believe  that,  if  the  discipline  of  the  institution 
is  so  lax  as  to  suffer  these  excesses,  and  the 
young  men  are  disposed  to  engage  in  them,  that 
two  or  three  miles  will  make  any  difference  ? 
If  there  is  a  tavern  anywhere  near  the  place, 
they  will  find  the  way  to  it.  It  seems  that  this 
violation  of  the  rules  of  the  Seminary  takes 
place  after  12  o'clock,  at  which  time  the  guard 
is  removed.  Let  the  guard  be  posted  till  day- 
light, then.  Is  it  not  better  to  pursue  that 
course  than  to  establish  the  new  system  of  juris- 
prudence proposed  in  this  bill  ?  Mr.  L.  thought 
the  measure  would  not  produce  the  good  effects 
which  were  expected  from  it.  If  the  Attor- 
ney-General is  correct  in  his  opinion,  the  stu- 
dents of  this  Academy  are  subject  to  martial 
law.  The  same  restraints  must  be  imposed 
npon  them  as  upon  soldiers  of  the  line.  The 
officers  have  only  to  make  their  rules  more 
strict.  They  must  post  tlieir  guards  till  sun- 
rise, if  necessary.  Mr.  L.  said  he  doubted  the 
constitutionality  of  the  measure  now  proposed. 
He  believed  the  United  States  could  exercise 
no  jurisdiction  over  the  farm  in  question  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  State.  The  jurisdiction 
cannot  be  acquired,  except  for  the  purposes 


tion.  [Mr.  L.  read  the  provision  of  the  consti- 
tution on  this  subject.]  Under  that  clause,  he 
did  not  believe  that  a  purchase  could  be  made 
for  this  object ;  and  he  thought  it  would  intro- 
duce a  bad  principle  into  the  Government. 

Mr.  Van  Btjeen  said  that  his  honorable  col- 
league, who  was  a  member  of  the  committee  that 
reported  this  bill,  and  who  had  paid  considera- 
ble attention  to  this  subject,  was  not  now  in 
his  seat.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  bill  be 
postponed  till  Monday  next,  and  made  the  or- 
der of  that  day.     This  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Monday,  March  1. 

Death   of  the   Representative,    William   Lee 

Ball,  Esq. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Eepresenta- 
tives  announced  to  the  Senate  the  death  of 
William  Lee  Ball,  late  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  from  the  State  of  Virginia, 
and  that  his  funeral  will  take  place  to-morrow, 
at  twelve  o'clock,  M. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Sarah  Easton  and  Dorothy  Storer;  and 
it  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Baeboue,  it  was 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  Senate  will  attend 
the  funeral  of  the  Hon.  William  Lee  Ball,  late  a 
member  of  the  Honse  of  Bepresentatives,  &om  the 
State  of  Virginia,  to-morrow,  at  twelve  o'clock,  and, 
as  a  testimony  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  de- 
ceased, they  will  go  in  monming,  and  wear  crape 
round  the  left  arm,  for  thirty  days. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  to  Wednesday. 


Wednesday,  March  3. 
Military  Appropriations — West  Point  Acade- 
my— Purcluise  of  Land  to  remote  a  Drinkmg- 
house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  the  Senate  (as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole)  resumed  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bUl  from  the  other  House  making 
appropriations  for  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  year  1824.  The  ques- 
tion was  stated  from  the  Chair,  to  be  upon  the 
motion  made  by  Mr.  Macon,  when  the  bill  was 
before  under  consideration,  to  strike  out  the 
clause  providing  for  the  purchase  of  a  farm, 
upon  which  is  a  tavern,  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Military  Academy  at  West  Point. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs. 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Chandleb,  Macon,  Lloyd 
of  Maryland,  Beakoh,  Tayloe  of  Virginia,  and 
Lanman,  on  the  ground  that  the  purchase  of 
the  farm  in  question  would  not  remove  the 
nuisance,  in  consequence  of  the  existence  of 
which,  the  purchase  is  proposed ;  as  a  tavern 
might  be  built  on  some  place  a  little  further  re- 
moved from  the  Academy ;  and  the  incapacity 
of  the  United  States  to  make  the  purchase,  and 
hold  the  title,  was  urged  as  an  objection.  The 
motioti  to  strike  out  this  appropriation  was  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  King  of  New  York,  Van 
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tended  that  the  removal  of  the  tavern  from  this 
farm,  or  its  regulation  by  the  officers  of  the 
Academy,  would  eminently  promote  the  inter- 
est of  the  institution,  and  preserve  the  morals 
of  the  students.  The  power  of  the  Government 
to  purchase  and  hold  the  land  was  also  sup- 
ported. The  question  was  then  taken,  hy  yeas 
and  nays,  and  decided  against  striking  out  this 
appropriation,  16  in  the  affirmative,  and  26  in 
the  negative,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  Branch, 
Chandler,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Macon,  Palmer, 
Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  and 
Ware— 16. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Brown,  Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Eaton, 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Elliott,  Hayue,  Holmes  of 
Mississippi,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Kelly, 
King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts, 
Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Mills,  Noble,  Parrott,  Kaggles, 
Seymour,  Smith,  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke, 
and  Williams— 26. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate 
without  amendment,  and  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 


Friday,  March  5. 
Transportation  of  Specie,  &c.,  in  Public  Vessels. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  "regulating  the  transportation  of  gold 
and  silver  bullion,  specie,  and  jewels,  and  carry- 
ing of  passengers,  and  to  prohibit  the  receipt 
of  merchandise,  in  the  public  vessels  of  the 
United  States,"  was  taken  up  for  consideration 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  said,  as  he  had 
offered  the  resolution  which  gave  rise  to  this 
bUl,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  state  the  views 
which  induced  him  to  propose  it.  He  felt  a 
great  interest  in  the  Navy,  and  wished  to  do 
all  he  could  to  sustain  its  honor.  He  believed 
the  permission  to  carry  specie  had  grown  up, 
like  many  other  of  our  practices,  from  the  ex- 
ample of  England.  But  it  became  now  neces- 
sary to  inquire  how  far  the  honor  and  welfare 
of  the  country  and  its  Navy  was  compromitted 
by  this  practice.  Considerable  sums  of  money 
have  been  made  in  this  traffic  by  some  of  our 
officers ;  our  public  vessels  have  been  the  deposi- 
tories and  the  insurers  of  the  property  of  foreign 
nations,  and  of  belligerents.  This  permission  to 
carry  specie  was  calculated  to  destroy  the  fine 
and  chivalrous  feelings  of  the  officer — to  turn 
his  mind  from  seeking  "  reputation  at  the  can- 
non's mouth,"  to  interested  and  sordid  pursuits. 
Further  than  this,  the  practice  was  liable  to  in- 
volve us  in  difficulties  with  foreign  nations.  It 
was  an  infringement  of  our  neutral  character ; 
it  was  authorizing  a  practice  in  regard  to  those 
nations  which  had  not  the  power  of  resistance, 
which  the  more  powerful  would  never  submit 
to.  These  considerations,  affecting  the  charac- 
ter of  the  country  and  the  Navy,  led  him  to- 
believe  that  the  transportation  of  specie  in  pub- 
lic vessels  ought  to  be  prohibited. 


Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  believed 
that  the  transportation  of  specie  in  public  vessels 
might  be  permitted,  under  certain  regulations, 
without  detriment  to  the  service.  Great  Britain 
had  allowed  this  practice  in  her  navy,  time  out 
of  mind,  under  restrictions.  In  our  Navy  there 
has  been  no  regulation  on  the  subject,  and  it 
ought  not  be  permitted  to  go  on  so.  Our  vessels 
were  liable  to  engage  in  any  improper  cruises, 
and  to  enter  improper  ports,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  on  this  trade^  and  it  might  jeopardize 
the  peace  of  the  country.  The  transportation 
of  specie  by  our  public  vessels  certainly  re- 
quires some  regulation,  although  Mr.  L.  thought 
it  was  not  proper  to  prohibit  it  entirely.  The 
bill  now  before  the  Senate  contains  the  neces- 
sary provisions :  it  provides  what  ports  specie 
may  be  carried  to  and  from,  and  what  countries, 
under  certain  circumstances.  The  permission 
to  bring  specie  in  the  national  vessels  to  the 
United  States  is  important  to  the  country.  It 
is  said  that  we  are  in  great  want  of  specie ;  the 
embarrassments  of  the  mannfaoturers,  particu- 
larly, are  said  to  be  very  great — and  how  are 
we  to  get  specie  ?  It  must  come  from  foreign 
countries,  and  the  public  vessels  furnish  the 
safest  mode  of  transportation.  He  believed  that 
no  dishonorable  acts  could  be  charged  upon 
our  naval  officers  in  this  respect. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  rose  to  explain.  He 
had  not  the  least  intention  to  charge  any  of  our 
naval  officers  with  improper  conduct,  hut 
thought  that  the  transportation  of  specie  ought 
to  be  prohibited,  to  prevent  consequences  which 
might  hereafter  result  from  the  practice. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  had 
not  understood  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  as 
intending  to  prefer  any  charges  against  the 
officers  of  the  Navy.  He  believed  there  was 
no  danger  that  their  honorable  character  would 
be  affected  by  continuing  this  practice.  It  had 
not  produced  that  effect  upon  the  officers  of  the 
British  navy.  Hitherto  we  have  had  no  re- 
gard to  the  maximum  of  freight  to  be  allowed 
for  the  transportation  of  specie.  This  bill  has 
a  provision  on  that  point.  In  the  present  ab- 
sence of  all  regulation,  the  commanders  of  the 
vessels  have  themselves  received  all  the  bene- 
fit accruing  from  the  freight  of  the  specie.  Not 
so  in  the  British  service.  A  certain  part  of  the 
freight  in  their  vessels  goes  to  the  other  officers, 
and  a  part  to  the  Greenwich  hospital.  The 
present  bill  has  a  similar  provision.  A  certain 
portion  of  the  freight  money  is  to  go  to  the  in- 
ferior officers  and  to  the  Navy  Hospital  fund. 
It  appears  to  the  committee  proper  that  some 
regulation  should  also  be  adopted  in  relation  to 
the  transportation  of  passengers.  Considerable 
inconvenience  has  occurred  from  carrying  pas- 
sengers. We  have  been  in  the  habit  of  making 
drawing-rooms  of  the  cabins  of  our  public  ves- 
sels. This  is  certainly  not  beneficial  to  the  ser- 
vice. If  our  captains  can  carry  their  ladies  and 
families  in  their  vessels,  the  lieutenants  may  do 
the  same ;  and  this  will  he  an  increasing  evil. 
The  bill  proposes  checks  upon  the  improprieties 


516 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


Senate.] 


TVaiuportation  of  Specie,  (fee,  in  Public  Vessels. 


[Mabch,  182' 


that  may  hereafter  occur.  Mr.  L.  thought  that 
it  would  be  better  to  take  up  the  bill,  section 
after  section,  in  order  that  it  might  be  fully  con- 
sidered, and  opportunity  be  afforded  for  amend- 
ments, if  gentlemen  should  think  proper  to  pro- 
pose any. 

Mr.  Smith  said,  that  he  waa  not  yet  sufficient- 
ly informed  upon  this  subject,  to  go  into  the  con- 
sideration of  it  at  the  present  time.  He 
therefore  moved  its  postponement  until  Wed- 
nesday next.    This  motion  was  agreed  to. 


Monday,  March  8. 
Purchasers  of  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  NoBLB  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  Indiana,  suggesting  the 
expediency  of  authorizing,  by  law,  all  those 
persons  who  suffered  a  forfeiture  of  lands  on 
which  payments  had  been  made,  and  the  for- 
feiture incurred  prior  to  the  act  for  the  relief 
of  pui'chasers  of  public  lands,  passed  in  1821,  to 
apply  the  amount  paid  to  the  purchase  of  other 
lands;  and,  of  reducing  the  price  of  certain 
public  lands  within  that  State,  of  an  inferior 
quality.  The  memorial  was  read  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Noble  said,  in  presenting  the  above  me- 
morial, that  he  was  proud  to  have  it  in  his 
power  to  say,  that  in  the  memorial,  the  Legis- 
lature had  manifested  their  attachment  to  the 
Federal  Government,  and  for  the  interest  and 
prosperity  of  it.  He  said,  the  Legislature  had 
gone  further — that  they  had,  on  the  part  of  their 
constituents,  and  for  themselves,  acknowledged 
the  benevolent  policy  heretofore  exercised  by 
Congress  towards  the  purchasers  of  public  lands, 
by  which  many  of  them  have  been  redeemed 
from  ruin,  and  saved  from  forfeiture ;  and 
without  the  aid  of  such  policy,  their  lands  must 
have  reverted  to  the  United  States. 

The  Legislature,  said  Mr.  N.,  presents  two 
subjects  for  the  consideration  of  Congress,  both 
of  which  he  deemed  to  be  well  worthy  of  con- 
sideration. The  first  was,  that  of  permitting, 
by  law,  those  individuals  who,  prior  to  the  act 
of  Congress  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  pub- 
lic lands,  passed  in  1821,  suffered  a  forfeiture  of 
lands  on  which  one  or  more  payments  had  been 
made,  to  apply  the  amount  of  their  forfeitures 
in  the  purchase  of  other  lands,  confining  them  to 
the  districts  wherein  the  forfeitures  accrued. 
There  can  be  no  objection  to  this,  because  the 
lands  have  reverted  to  the  United  States,  and 
the  amount  of  money  paid  by  the  purchaser, 
which  was  the  forfeiture,  is  in  your  Treasury. 
You  are  not  asked  for  money,  but  merely  for 
land,  since  you  have  been  in  the  habit  of  selling 
in  tracts  of  eighty  acres,  and  the  application  of 
the  forfeitures  to  be  confined  to  the  same  land 
districts. 

The  second  subject  is,  the  expediency  of  re- 
ducing the  price  of  public  lands  in  those  dis- 
tricts whera  they  had  been  offered  for  sale,  for 


lie  lands  in  this  country,  proves,  that,  to  reduc 
the  price  of  your  lands  in  the  old  settled  pari 
of  the  country,  is  a  tme  policy.  We  all  knoTi 
that  your  good  lands  are  first  selected,  and  th 
most  indifferent  tracts  are  rejected ;  and,  as  th 
districts  become  closely  settled,  these  refosei 
indifferent,  and  broken  tracts  of  land,  serve  onl; 
for  those  persons  adjacent,  to  trespass  upoi 
cut,  and  carry  away  your  timber,  thereby  in  time 
rendering  the  land  of  little  or  no  value  to  th 
Government.  The  Legislature  of  Indiana,  fron 
the  pride  of  attachment  to  the  General  Govern 
ment  and  for  their  interest,  as  well  as  the  in 
terest  of  the  Stale,  apprise  you  of  the  facts,  anc 
disclaim  any  other  motive. 


Wednesday,  March  10. 
Transportation  of  Specie,  &c.,  in  PuMie  Vesseh 
The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Nava 
Affairs,  "  regulating  the  transportation  of  gold 
and  silver  bullion,  specie,  and  jewels,  and  carry- 
ing of  passengers,  and  to  prohibit  the  receipl 
of  merchandise,  in  the  public  vessels  of  the 
United  States,"  was  again  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  made  a  few  re- 
marks in  support  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  proposed  to  amend 
the  bUl,  so  as  to  prohibit  the  public  vessels  of 
the  United  States  from  giving  convoy  to  vessels 
of  belligerent  nations,  having  specie,  &c.,  on 
board. 

Messrs.  Paeeott,  Loweib,  Lloyd  of  Mary- 
land, Smith,  and  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  spoke 
upon  the  propriety,  of  this  amendment,  and  it 
was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  suggested  a  verbal 
amendment,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Paeeott  proposed  an  amendment,  in  re- 
gard to  the  distribution  of  the  commission  re- 
ceived for  the  transportation  of  specie,  &o.  The 
biU  provides  that  one-third  part  of  the  freight 
money  so  received,  shall  go  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  vessel ;  one-third  to  the  commis- 
sioned officers,  and  the  remaining  third  to  the 
Navy  Hospital  Fund.  Mr.  P.'s  motion  was, 
that  the  commanding  officer  should  -have  one- 
half;  that  one-quarter  should  go  the  Navy 
Hospital  Fund,  and  the  other  quarter  to  the 
Navy  Pension  Fund. 

Some  debate  arose  upon  this  motion,  in  which 
Messrs.  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Chandlee,  Paeeott,  and  Haynb,  took 
part.  The  Senate  refused  to  adopt  this  amend- 
ment .  An  explanation  of  the  object  and  uses 
of  the  Hospital  fund  was  made  between  Messrs. 
Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  and  Smith. 

The  bin  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  as 
amended,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
the  thii-d  time. 
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ply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation 
of  James  Brown,  (appointed  Minister  to  France,) 
produced  his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat  in  the  Senate. 


MoNDAT,  March  15. 
Case  of  Reuben  Oolbum. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  un- 
favorable to  the  petition  of  Reuben  Colburn, 
was  taken  up  for  consideration.  This  petitioner 
prays  compensation  for  two  hundred  and  twenty 
batteaux,  built  in  1775,  for  the  use  of  the  troops 
of  Colonel  Arnold,  then  about  to  march  into 
Canada ;  and  for  sundry  other  services  rendered, 
and  disbursements  made  for  the  country  at  that 
time.  He  states,  that  he  delivered  over  his  ac- 
counts and  vouchers  for  said  disbursements  and 
services,  to  the  Commissioner  appointed  by  Con- 
gress for  auditing  and  settling  the  accounts  of 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  against  the  United 
States ;  that  they  were  either  lost  or  mislaid  by 
said  commissioner,  and  that  they  were  not  acted 
upon,  nor  could  be  obtained,  for  several  years 
thereafter,  to  be  exhibited  again  for  settlement. 
He,  therefore,  prays  that  Congress  would  adjust 
his  account,  and  pay  him  the  balance  due  there- 
on. The  committee  report,  that  the  great  lapse 
of  time  since  the  services  of  the  petitioner  were 
rendered,  and  the  loss  of  public  records  and 
documents  relating  to  the  accounts  of  that  pe- 
riod, render  it  doubtful  whether  he  has  any  just 
claim  upon  the  Government.  They  believe 
that  the  security  of  the  Government,  against  un- 
just and  fraudulent  claims,  requires  that  a  lapse 
of  time,  such  as  has  occurred  in  this  case,  should 
be  regarded  as  a  bar  to  all  claims  of  a  doubtful 
character ;  and  that,  therefore,  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Chandlbe  opposed  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  moved  to  reverse  it.  Mr.  Holmes 
of  Maine,  also  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  report, 
and  Messrs.  Bell  and  Euggles  supported  it. 
The  question,  on  reversing  the  report,  was  then 
put,  and  decided  in  the  negative — 12  to  16. 
The  report  of  the  committee  was  then  agreed  to. 


he  had  assigned,  hut  for  another,  and,  as  he 
thought,  a  still  more  important  consideration ; 
in  referring  to  which,  he  must  request  that  he 
might  not  be  supposed  to  want  respect  for,  or 
to  claim  authority  over,  the  opinions  of  any 
member  of  the  Senate.  We  all  stand  here  as 
equals,  and  it  was  for  this  cause,  after  the  ex- 
pression of  his  deference  Ito  the  rights  of  others, 
he  hoped,  without  offence,  that  he  might  exer- 
cise his  own  rights.  He  should,  therefore,  pro- 
ceed, after  touching  on  certain  fundamental  pro- 
visions of  the  constitution  or  bond  of  union,  of 
the  United  States,  constituting  what  he  called 
the  true  balance  ofpower  in  our  political  system, 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  a  new,  ex- 
traordinary, self-created,  central  power,  stronger 
than  the  power  of  the  constitution  which  has 
risen  up  at  the  Seat  of  Government ;  a  power 
which  has  assumed  the  direction  and  control  of 
the  fundamental  provisions  of  the  constitution, 
relative  to  the  election  of  the  President.  In  at- 
tempting to  reform  the  constitution,  it  is  not  only 
necessary  correctly  to  understand  its  established 
and  well-considered  regulations,  but  to  make  in- 
quiry concerning  the  manner  in  which  these 
regulations  have  been  observed,  and  the  advan- 
tages or  disadvantages  which  are  found  by  ex- 
perience to  proceed  from  the  observance  of  or 
departure  from  the  established  provisions  of 
the  compact,  by  which,  under  the  guarantee 
of  all  to  each,  the  States  expected  to  remain 
separate,  coequal,  and  sovereign  republics.* 


Thxtesdat,  March  18. 

Amendment  of  the   Constitution — Election  of 

Fresident  and  Vice  President — Caucus  System. 

Mr.  KiKG,  of  New  York,  observed,  that  the 
excitement  respecting  the  next  election,  had 
become  such  among  the  people,  and  in  Congress, 
who  had  been,  for  the  two  last  years,  much  oc- 
cupied about  it,  that  the  sober  and  impartial 
examination  of  the  very  important  subject  of 
amendments  of  the  constitution  cannot  be  now 
expected.  The  amendments  should,  therefore, 
be  postponed  to  a  period  when  the  Senate  may 
hope  for  a  more  temperate  and  rational  exam- 
ination of  them  than  at  the  present  time  can 
take  place. 

"Without  entering  into  any  examination  of  the. 
proposed  amendments,  he  should  vote  for  their 
postponement,  not  only  for  the  reasons  which 


*  Here  the  debate  took  a  sudden  turn,  deflecting  from 
the  question  before  the  Senate,  and  not  returning  to  it  dur- 
ing the  session.  The  occasion  of  this  deflection  was  this : 
It  was  the  session — the  long  session — immediately  preced- 
ing the  Presidential  election  ;  and  a  minority  of  the  mem- 
bers, some  sixty  or  seventy,  had  met  in  caucus,  and  nomi- 
nated Mr.  William  H.  Crawford.  There  were  four  other 
candidates  for  the  Presidency :  General  Jackson,  Mr.  John 
Qnincy  Adams,  Mr.  Clay,  and  Mr.  Calhoun.  The  friends 
of  all  of  these  had  been  in  Presidential  caucuses  on  previous 
occasions,  but  all  objected  to  one  now— it  being  well  as- 
certained that  Mr.  Crawford,  having  the  greatest  number 
of  supporters,  though  not  a  majority  of  the  whole,  would 
receive  the  nomination ;  so  none  would  go  in  but  Mr.  Craw- 
ford's friends.  There  was  but  one  caucus  then  held— there 
being  no  division  of  parties  in  that  "  era  o/goodfeelmgs, " 
(as  it  was  called,)  which  grew  up  under  Mr.  Monroe's  ad- 
ministration, when  federalism  being  extinct  under  the  mis- 
take of  some  of  its  members  in  opposing  too  violently  the 
war,  and  under  the  most  acceptable  conduct  of  others  of 
them  in  supporting  it,  (which  divided  and  dissolved  the 
party,)  there  remained  but  one  politieal  party  in  the  field— 
the  Eepublican,  as  it  was  then  called;  now  the  Democratic. 
All  the  candidates  for  the  Presidency  then  classed  -politi- 
cally together,  and  all  might  have  gone  into  the  same  cau- 
cuses, as  theretofore:  but  all  refused,  except  Mr.  Craw- 
ford's friends ;  and  the  friends  of  all  the  other  candidates 
united  against  the  caucus  system,  and  the  caucus  candidate, 
(as  Mr.  Crawford  was  called ;)  and  they  broke  down,  both 
the  system  and  the  candidate.  This  speech  of  Mr.  King 
was  the  first  attack  in  Congress  upon  the  system,  and  the 
debate  to  which  it  led  carried  the  question  directly  to  the 
people,  and  made  the  caucus  system,  itself,  an  issue  in  the 
election ;  and  with  the  total  overthrow  of  the  system.  In 
place  of  it,  conventions  of  delegates,  fresh  from  the  people, 
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[Mr.  King  then  proceeded  to  give  bis  views  of  some 
of  the  fundamental  provisions  of  the  constitntion,  and 
of  the  balnnoo  of  power  in  our  political  system,  which 
were  merely  introductory  to  the  main  object  of  his 
speech,  and  continued:] 

The  central  power  at  the  Seat  of  GovernmeDt 
is  at  present  compiled  of  a  select  number  of 
the  members  of  Congress,  who,  from  their 
official  station,  have  access  to,  and  intercourse 
with,  the  foreign  ambassadors,  as  likewise  with 
the  great  officers  of  the  Government,  and,  by 
aid  of  the  Post  Office,  and  the  public  press, 
communicate  with  their  associates  throughout 
the  country.  Such  a  body  are  capable  of  having, 
and  actually  do  possess,  great  influence  in  every 
part  of  the  Union.  They  are  under  no  restric- 
tions as  to  the  number  and  condition  or  residence 
of  their  members ;  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  shonld  they  consent,  may  be  added  to 
this  central  junto,  an  addition  which  would 
increase  their  respectability  and  influence ;  they 
might  proceed  further,  and  the  Heads  of  the 
Executive  Departments  might  be  requested  to 
become  members  of  the  central  junto ;  should 
they  also  unite  with  them,  their  influence  would 
be  still  further  increased.  Should  perilous  times 
occur  and  men  of  unchastened  ambition  become 
the  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  they  woiUd  employ  this  central  power 
to  fill  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  with  their 
favorites,  and,  by  their  co-operation  with  the 
Governors  and  popular  clubs  at  the  seats  of  the 
State  Governments,  be  able  to  effect  in  our  own 
free  country  changes  which  might  utterly  sub- 
vert our  beautiful  scheme  of  Government. 
Should  this  central  power,  extending  to  all 
portions  of  the  Union,  be  able,  by  the  co-opera- 

knowing  their  will  and  doing  it,  were  substituted,  and  the 
suhstitute  worked  well  while  its  letter  and  its  spirit  were 
observed ;  but  degeneration  ensued.  Instead  of  delegates, 
fresh  from  the  people,  knowing  their  will  and  doing  it, 
the  conventions  became  gorged  with  office-holders  and 
office-seekers,  generally  appointed  by  intrigue  and  fraud, 
and  wholly  intent  upon  doing  their  own  will,  for  their  own 
benefit ;  and  also  largely  composed  of  delegates  from  States 
which  could  givo  no  vote  for  the  person  nominated,  but 
who  could  control  the  nomination,  and,  of  course,  control 
the  election,  so  far  as  the  party  was  concerned.  These 
abuses  became  so  glaring  and  flagrant  in  the  course  of  the 
first  twenty  years  of  the  convention  system,  that  one  of  the 
must  instrumental  in  putting  down  the  Congress  caucus 
system,  (Mr,  Calhoun,)  made  a  public  protestation  against 
it — declaring  it  to  be  "an  ImndrecL  Umea "  worse  than  the 
old  caucus  system  I  tending  directly  to  corruption,  to  the 
centralization  of  the  Government,  and  the  annihilation  of 
the  elective  power  of  the  people ;  and,  therefore,  he  refused 
to  suffer  his  name  to  go  before  the  Democratic  convention 
of  that  period,  (1844.)  In  justiflcation  of  his  opinion  of  con- 
ventions, Mr.  Calhoun  published  his  reasons  at  large,  in  an 
address  to  the  people  of  South  Carolina;  and  strong  as 
those  reosons  were  at  that  time,  it  must  be  admitted  that 
they  have  grown  stronger  with  the  sitting  of  every  conven- 
tion which  has  since  sat.  This  subject  may  be  seen  fully 
treated,  (with  copious  extracts  from  Mr.  Calhoun's  Address,) 


tion  of  its  associates,  to  discredit  and  supersedi 
the  separate  powers  of  the  States  in  the  ohoioe 
of  President,  it  would  afterwards  find  less  dif 
ficulty  in  eflfecting  the  consolidation  of  tht 
Executive  power  of  the  United  States,  which, 
by  the  constitution,  proceeds  from,  rests  upon, 
and  is  bound  to  defend,  the  separate  authority 
of  the  respective  States.  This  done,  the  reform 
will  not  stop  at  the  consolidation  of  the  Execu- 
tive power  of  the  United  States,  ruinous  as  that 
measure  may  prove ;  but  will  extend  to  the  legis- 
lative department,  and,  difficult  as  the  attempt 
may  seem,  endeavor  to  abolish  the  equality  of 
the  States  in  the  Senate.  This  alteration  may, 
in  the  commencement,  be  a  mere  recommenda- 
tion, like  the  conge  d'elire  or  nomination  of  the 
President  by  the  central  power  at  the  Seat  of 
Government;  but,  recommendations  often  re- 
peated, will,  in  time,  become  imperative  coin- 
mands,  and  to  this  end  it  will  be  urged  that,  by 
these  means,  our  plan  of  Government  will  be- 
come more  economical,  more  simple,  more 
magnificent,  and  less  liable  to  change  from 
occasional  popular  excitement.  We  may  have 
one  Chief  Magistrate,  instead  of  twenty-five — one 
legislature  of  three  hundred  members,  instead 
of  twenty-five  legislatures  of  three  or  four 
thousand  members — one  judiciary  instead  of  a 
thousand,  supported  by  lawyers,  whose  numbers 
would  form  an  army — and  instead  of  an  irregu- 
lar choice  of  the  President  by  the  present  mode, 
we  may  have  one  unbroken  succession  of  Presi- 
dents, from  a  consistent  and  perpetual  body, 
whose  plans  of  policy  and  pretensions  to  power 
had  been  settled  by  uninterrupted  and  secret 
deliberations. 

It  is  demanded  that  any  member  of  the  Senate 
would  point  out  an  article  or  clause  of  the  con- 
stitution which  authorizes,  or  gives  the  slightest 
encouragement  to,  measures  of  any  sort,  by 
which  a  concentration  of  the  votes  for  the 
President  may  be  effected,  previously  to  the 
choice  of  Electors  in  the  several  States.  If  no 
such  authority  can  be  shown,  and  Mr.  K.  said 
that,  in  his  opinion,  none  could  be  pointed  out, 
it  may  be  fairly  inferred,  from  the  provisions  of 
the  constitution,  and  the  power  of  Congress  to 
give  effect  to  those  provisions,  respecting  the 
times  of  appointing  the  Electors,  the  time,  man- 
ner and  places,  where  they  must  assemble  and 
give  their  votes,  within  their  respective  States, 
not  only  that  no  such  authority  exists,  but  the 
precise  and  definite  regulations  which  restrict  and 
confine,  within  the  respective  states,  the  initia- 
tory process  in  the  election  of  the  President,  ex- 
clude every  other  and  different  manner  of  be- 
ginning the  election,  and  connected  with  the 
prohibition  of  members  of  Congress  and  per- 
sons holding  offices  under  the  United  States  from 
becoming  Electors,  demonstrate  the  illegality 
and  dangerous  tendency  of  a  central  power,  at 
the  Seat  of  the  General  Government,  combin- 
ing to  nominate  the  President  of  the  United 
States  eight  months  before  his  election.  Mem- 
bers of   Congress   belonging  to   this  central 
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learning,  and  experience,  will  obtain  an  influence 
with  the  Executive  departments  which  must 
impair  the  just  influence  of  others,  not  possess- 
ing the  same  authority.  With  these  discrimina- 
tions, such  members,  received  with  distinction 
by  foreign  ambassadors,  and  necessarily  holding, 
under  circumstances  of  favor,  intercourse  with 
the  chief  ofiBcers  of  the  Government,  will  form 
connections,  and  establish  regular  intercourse 
with  persons  of  like  talents  and  learning  in  the 
several  States,  and,  in  a  special  manner,  at  the 
seats  of  government  of  the  principal  States — 
these  distinguished  men  becoming  the  illuminati 
of  our  country,  and  being  regulated  by  a  sort 
of  freemasonry,  the  sign  and  pass-word  of  which 
will,  at  once,  place  the  initiated  in  full  confi- 
dence and  communion  with  each  other  in  all 
parts  of  the  Union.  Such  combinations  secure 
to  the  members  of  the  central  power  influence 
and  advantages  in  the  making  laws,  as  well  as  in 
the  procuring  of  appointments  of  every  sort, 
and  above  all,  in  promoting  the  election  of  such 
candidate  for  the  Presidency  as  they  may  select 
and  nominate.  The  members  of  the  central 
power  will,  under  such  circumstances,  devote 
more  of  their  time,  during  the  sessions  imme- 
diately preceding  an  election,  in  arranging,  com- 
bining, and  extending  the  means  to  effect  the 
election  of  their  candidate,  than  will  be  bestowed 
on  the  ordinary  and  regular  business  of  Con- 
gress ;  and,  instead  of  doing  the  business  that 
they  were  deputed  to  perform,  they  will  be  en- 
gaged in  other  duties  which  interfere  with  them. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  was  in  favor  of 
some  amendment  of  the  constitution,  in  order 
to  establish  a  uniform  mode  of  electing  the 
President ;  and  the  resolution  now  before  the 
Senate  would  only  go  to  produce  that  effect. 

The  resolution  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  had  been  taken  up,  and  partly 
discussed — and,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  did  not  know 
why  it  should  not  be  further  considered.  He 
had  never  listened  with  more  pleasure  than  to 
the  arguments  of  that  gentleman  in  support  of 
the  plan  he  had  proposed ;  and,  as  other  mem- 
bers had  intimated  their  wish  to  reply  to  those 
arguments,  Mr.  S.  was  willing  they  should  have 
the  opportunity  to  do  so.  When  the  speech  of 
the  member  from  Missouri  came  to  be  printed, 
as  it  probably  would  be,  and  as  it  richly  de- 
served to  be,  he  wished  to  see  the  arguments 
of  those  who  were  opposed  to  that  gentleman's 
plan  also  printed — that  the  public  might  see 
and  judge  of  the  reasons  urged  in  its  support. 
As  to  the  practice  of  holding  caucuses,  to  which 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  had  alluded,  it 
had  long  existed  in  this  country.  It  was  no 
new  thing  here.  It  had  been  adopted  on  a 
great  many  important  occasions — ^it  had  pro- 
duced a  great  many  good  effects.  Mr.  S.  be- 
lieved the  first  embargo  was  agreed  upon  in 
caucus.  Every  one  had  a  right  to  the  exercise 
of  his  own  opinions  and  principles,  on  that  sub- 
ject. But,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  considered  the  pres- 
ent question  to  be  upon  the  propriety  of  estab- 
lishing some   uniform  mode  of  electing  the 


President ;  and  this,  he  thought,  ought  to  be 
done. 

Mr.  Van  Btjben,  of  Kew  York,  said,  that  it 
had  not  been  his  intention  to  add  any  thing  to 
the  remarks  he  had  heretofore  submitted  on 
the  motion  now  under  consideration,  but  some 
explanation  on  his  part  had  become  necessary. 
It  would,  he  thought,  be  injustice,  as  well  to 
his  constituents  as  to  himself,  to  suffer  the  new 
views  which  had  been  taken  of  the  subject  by 
his  honorable  colleague,  to  pass  unnoticed.  In 
discharging  the  dutjfcthus  imposed  upon  him, 
he  would  not  increase  the  excitement  which 
has  been  manifested,  by  giving  any  latitude  to 
the  discussion  which  the  occasion  did  not  call 
for.  No  portion  of  the  time  of  the  Senate 
would  be  occupied  by  him,  in  discussing  the 
constitutionality  of  a  Congressional  caucus; 
nor  in  considering  any  of  those  nice  distinc- 
tions which  challenged  respect  for  the  pro- 
ceedings of  conventions  of  one  description,  and 
denied  it  to  others;  nor  in  detecting  those  still 
more  subtle  refinements  which  regarded  meet- 
ings of  the  same  character  as  sometimes  proper, 
and  others  destructive  of  the  purity  of  elections 
and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
He  could  not  satisfy  himself  that  this  was  either 
the  place  or  the  occasion  for  discussions  of  that 
character.  But,  whilst  he  abstained  from  fol 
lowing  his  colleague  in  the  remarks  having 
reference  to  this  subject,  which  he  had  allowed 
himself  to  make,  Mr.  V.  B.  hoped  he  would 
not  be  understood  as  wishing  to  raise  a  ques- 
tion as  to  the  propriety  of  the  course  which 
his  colleague  thought  proper  to  pursue.  It 
would  not  become  him  to  do  so.  The  princi- 
pal ground  taken  for  the  postponement  of  the 
resolution,  on  a  former  occasion,  related  to  the 
excitement  produced  by  the  approaching  elec- 
tion, and  the  superior  fitness  of  a  future  period 
for  the  consideration  of  the  subject.  This 
ground  had  now  been  much  enlarged.  It  had 
been  observed  by  an  honorable  member  from 
North  Carolina,  in  opposition  to  the  motion, 
that  the  necessity  of  some  amend  jent  of  the 
constitution,  in  this  respect,  was  generally  ad- 
mitted, and  had  been  extensively  called  for  by 
the  people.  Mr.  V.  B.  understood  his  colleague 
not  only  to  deny  the  fact  alleged,  as  to  the 
state  of  public  opinion,  but  to  contest  the  pro- 
priety of  any  amendment  of  the  constitution 
on  the  subject  of  the  choice  of  President  and 
Vice  President.  It  was  on  those  two  points 
he  would  make  a  few  remarks. 

It  could  not,  he  thought,  be  necessary,  and 
might  not  be  proper,  to  detain  the  Senate  by  a 
minute  statement  of  the  various  proceedings  of 
Congress,  and  of  the  States,  on  the  subject.  A 
very  brief  reference  to  them  would  show  that 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  was  sup- 
ported by  facts  in  the  opinion  he  had  express- 
ed. Mr.  V.  B.  believed  that,  on  examination, 
it  would  be  found  that  the  first  movement  on 
the  subject  had  been  made  by  the  State  he  had 
the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent.  It  was  now 
twenty-two  years  since  the  Legislature  of  New 
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decided  on  the  present  motion.    He  was  \nx- 
willing  to  ocoupy  the  time  of  the  Senate  in 
discussions,  which  might  be  rendered  worse 
than  useless,  by  the  postponement  of  the  sub- 
ject; but  his  honorable  colleague  had  talcen 
one  view  of  the  question,  which  rendered  a 
brief  reply  indispensable.     If  Mr.  V.  B.  had 
correctly  understood    his    colleague,   he    had 
spoken  of  the  proposed  amendment,  as  an  at- 
tempt, on  the  part  of  the  large  States,  to  de- 
prive the  smaller   States,  in  the  Confederacy, 
of  their  equal  votes,  in  the  House  of  Eepresent- 
atives,  in    the    choice    of  President,   on   the 
ground  of  its  being  a  usurpation  which  ought 
to  be  repressed ;  and,  thus  considering  the  sub- 
ject,  he  had   enlarged   on  the   circumstances 
under  which  this  right  was   conceded  to  the 
small  States,  and  had  spoken  of  the  great  dan- 
ger to  which  they  were    exposed,  from  the 
possible    combination    between  the  States  of 
Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  and  New  York.    Mr. 
V.  B.  thought  it  due  to  his  constituents,  from 
their  relation  to  the  question  in  that  form,  and 
to  himself  also,  as  having  introduced  one  of  the 
resolutions,  to  disclaim,  for  both,  any  views  of 
the  character  alluded  to.     A  reference  to  what 
had  taken  place  here,  ought  to  dispel  the  er- 
roneous impression  which  had  been  made  on 
the  mind  of  his  colleague.     The  first  proposi- 
tion for  the  amendment  of  the  constitution,  in 
this  respect,  offered  at  this  session,  came  from 
Missouri,   the  youngest,  and,   except  one,  or 
perhaps  two,  the  smallest  State  in  the  Confed- 
eracy; and  the  others,  from  New  Jersey,  South 
Carolina,  Massachusetts,  and  New  York,  in  the 
order  in  which  he  had  named  these  States. 
The  propositions  from  New  Jersey  and  South 
Carolina  yielded  the  principle  of  giving  to  each 
State  an  equal  vote,  on  receiving  what  they  re- 
garded as  an  equivalent.     That  equivalent  con- 
sisted in  the  division  of  the  large  States  into 
districts,  to  which,  by  the  suggestion  of  the 
gentleman  from  South   Carolina,   was  added 
the  proposition,   which   could  not  but  prove 
conservative  of  the  interest  of  all,  the  removal 
of  the  decision  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives.    The  principal  difference  between  the 
plan  he  had  the  honor  to  propose,  and  those 
of  which  he  had  last  spoken,  was,  that,  instead 
of  providing  for  the  ultimate  decision  of  the 
question  by  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  as 
was  done  in  that  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey,  he  proposed  a  second  reference  to  the 
Electors;   and,  instead  of  sending  it  back  as 
often  as  might  be  necessary  to  a  choice,  as  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
Mr.  V.  B.'s  plan  compelled  a  choice  on  the 
second  ballot  by  the  Electors;  a  majority  of 
the  committee,  to  which  the  several  proposi- 
tions had  been  referred,  were  from  small  States, 
and  they  had  agreed  on  an  amendment,  founded 
on  principles  of  reciprocal  concessions  for  the 
general  good.     This  was  all  that  the  Represent- 
atives of  the  large  States  had,  as  he  understood 
them,  contended  for.     Thev  could  not  nnirht 


York,  shortly  after  an  election,  and  under  cir- 
cumstances entirely  disconnecting  the  measure 
with  any  pending  controversy,  had,  with  great 
unanimity,  passed  resolutions  in  favor  of  an 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  tlie  United 
States,  requiring  the  division  of  the  respective 
States  into  districts  for  the  choice  of  Electors, 
and  authorizing  their  selection  immediately  by 
the  people.     Those  resolutions  were  commu- 
nicated to  Congress,  and  would  be  found  on 
theJournals  of  the  Senate ;  since  that  time  the 
subject  had  been  acted  upon,  at  various  periods, 
and  in  different  forms,   as  well  by  Congress 
as  the  Legislatures  of  the  different  States.    Of 
the  proceedings  of  the  latter,  those  of  North 
Carolina  and  New  Jersey  have  been  most  con- 
spicuous.   The  Legislature  of  North  Carolina 
passed  resolutions,   nearly  similar  to  those  of 
New  York,  and   sent  them  to  the  different 
States  for  concurrence.     New  York  instructed 
her  Senators,  and  requested  her  Eepresenta- 
tives to  endeavor  to  obtain  the  amendment 
proposed  by  North  Carolina,  and  many  of  the 
States  gave    similar    instructions.      At    least 
three  times  within  eleven  years,  and  as  late  as 
the  year  1822,  resolutions,  proposing  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution  upon  the  subject  of 
the  election  of  Pi-esident  and  Vice  President, 
have  passed  this  body,  by  more  than  the  con- 
stitutional majority,  and  there  had  been  few 
sessions  for  several  years,  in  which  the  subject 
had  not  been  more  or  less  acted  upon.     Early 
in  the  present  session,  resolutions  for  amend- 
ment had  been    proposed  by  Senators  from 
Missouri,  New  Jersey,  South  Carolina,  Massa- 
chusetts,  and  New  York.      Their  respective 
propositions  had  been  referred  to  a  committee, 
combining  much  of  the  talent  and  experience 
of  the  Senate,  of  which  his  colleague  was  a 
member.      The  subject  had  been  considered 
with  great  care,  and  a  plan  reported,  contain- 
ing, as  the  committee  thought,  the  best  parts 
of  the  resolutions  referred  to  them.    In  that 
report,   he  understood    the    committee  were 
unanimous,  and  appearances  certainly  indicated 
the  adoption  of  some  resolution  on  the  subject 
at  the  present  session.     Such  were  his  impres- 
sions, and  he  thought  that  such  had  been  the 
opinions  of  the  members  of  the  Senate  gen- 
erally.   In  view  of  the  facts  he  had  stated,  he 
could  neither  repress  nor  conceal  his  disappoint- 
ment in  finding  the  motion  for  postponement 
now  supported  on  the  ground  that  no  amend- 
ment was  desired  by  the  people. 

Mr.  V.  B.  said  that,  although  the  resolution 
he  had  proposed  had  not  been  wholly  adopted 
by  the  committee,  and  notwithstanding  he  de- 
sired material  alterations  of  that  reported,  still, 
if  he  should  be  unsuccessful  in  his  endeavors 
to  obtain  the  alteration  he  wished  he  would 
cheerfully  vote  for  the  amendment  reported  by 
the  committee.  He  considered  it  to  be  far 
preferable,  for  all  concerned,  to  the  existing 
provisions  of  the  constitution.  It  would  be 
unwise,  he  thought,  to  examine  the  merits  of 
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surrender  any  portion  of  the  power  and  influ- 
ence now  secured  to  them  hy  the  constitution, 
unless  these  States  should,  themselves,  think, 
that  their  own  condition  would  he  improved, 
and  the  general  welfare  promoted,  by  then- 
doing  so,  on  receiving  concessions,  fully  equiva- 
lent, from  the  large  States.  Considerations  of 
such  liberal  and  equitable  character  had  been 
held  out  on  both  sides,  and  the  conflicting  in- 
terests of  the  different  States,  on  this  point, 
arising  from  their  unfortunate  inequality,  had 
hitherto,  to  the  honor  of  the  Senate,  been  com- 
mented upon  without  the  least  acrimony,  and 
under  the  control  of  feelings  which  promised 
the  most  auspicious  result?.  Mr.  V.  B.  said 
that  nothing  had  taken  place  to  change  his 
views  or  disposition  on  the  subject.  He  was 
anxious  to  continue  the  discussion,  and  was 
willing  to  lend  his  feeble  eflforts  to  obtain  the 
adoption  of  some  resolution,  on  the  subject,  at 
this  session.  To  this  end,  he  was  ready,  on 
the  part  of  his  constituents,  to  make  all  rea- 
sonable sacrifices.  If,  however,  gentlemen 
thought  that  the  next  session  would  be  a  more 
propitious  period,  and  the  character  of  the 
debate,  on  this  motion,  certainly  afforded  some 
reason  to  believe  that  it  might  be  so,  he  would 
bow,  respectfully,  to  the  will  of  the  majority. 
Until,  however,  that  was  expressed,  he  would 
continue  to  oppose  the  postponement. 

Mr.  DioKEESoir,  of  New  Jersey,  said:  The 
Convention  who  formed  our  constitution  could 
not  have  foreseen  all  the  effects  of  its  operation 
— powers  have  resulted  from  it  that  were  not 
anticipated — ^the  relative  sti-ength  of  the  States 
has  undergone  a  change,  which  has  disturbed 
the  checks  and  balances  of  the  constitution. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  Missouri  (Mr. 
Benton)  has  shown  the  evils  of  the  present 
system  of  electing  a  President,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  districting  the  States  for  that  purpose, 
in  the  strongest  point  of  view.  The  election  of 
a  President  by  the  people  at  large,  would  be  a 
preferable  mode,  if  it  were  practicable;  but, 
whoever  will  look  at  the  situation  of  our  coun- 
try, with  its  different  kinds  of  population ;  dif- 
ferent modes  of  election;  different  qualifica- 
tions of  voters,  must  at  once  perceive  that  such 
an  election  is  utterly  impracticable.  The 
choosing  of  the  Presidential  Electors,  in  single 
districts,  is  the  nearest  possible  approach  to  an 
election  by  the  people  at  large. 

A  disproportion  has  grown  out  of  the  rela- 
tive powers  of  the  great  and  small  States, 
which  the  members  of  the  Convention  could 
not  have  foreseen,  and  which  has  given  a  new 
character  to  our  system. 

In  an  election  by  Electors,  six  great  States 
can  control  the  election ;  and  leave  eighteen 
States  without  power  or  influence  upon  the 
question.  In  the  House  of  Representatives, 
thirteen  small  States,  with  forty-five  Represent- 
atives, can  elect  a  President  against  the  residue 
of  the  States,  with  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
Representatives.  Why  should  the  great  States 
be  all-powerful  in  the  first  case,  and  the  small 


States  in  the  latter.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  (Mr.  King)  is  willing  to  put  the  small 
States  on  an  equality  with  the  large.  Is  he  so  ? 
This  is  very  strange.  But  it  is  only  on  choos- 
ing a  President  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, which  can  rarely  occur.  But,  is  he  will- 
ing to  give  this  equality  of  vote,  on  the  first 
election  of  a  President,  which  must  occur  every 
four  years?  No.  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Kentucky,  and  Ohio, 
have  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  Electors, 
and  can  control  the  flection  of  a  President — 
bare  majorities,  in  each  of  these  States,  can 
control  the  Union,  upon  this  question.  These 
States  are  of  contiguous  territory,  and  may 
easily  have  a  community  of  interest  that  shall 
bind  them  together,  at  least  upon  one  question. 
The  gentleman  from  Missouri  says,  that  the 
power  exercised  by  the  Legislatures  of  the 
States,  to  appoint  Electors,  is  a  usurpation — 
that  it  ought  to  be  relinquished,  without  any 
concession  of  power  on  the  part  of  the  small 
States.  Call  this  power  by  what  name  you 
please,  it  is  now  a  permanent  power ;  only  to 
be  reached  by  an  amendment  of  the  constitu- 
tion. However  incorrect  the  construction  of 
the  constitution  might  have  been,  and  was, 
when  this  power  was  first  assumed,  it  has  been 
acquiesced  in  for  more  than  thirty  years.  To 
reject  the  electoral  votes  thus  given,  at  this 
time,  would  be  to  dissolve  the  Union.  It  is 
too  late  to  oppose  the  exercise  of  this  power. 
But  the  power,  on  the  part  of  the  States,  to 
choose  their  Electors  by  general  ticket,  is  not 
denied ;  and  yet  its  effect  is  precisely  the  same ; 
it  gives  the  great  States  precisely  the  same 
power  to  control  the  election  of  a  President. 
So  far  as  regards  the  citizens  of  the  large  States 
where  it  may  be  adopted,  it  is  equally  oppres- 
sive to  the  minorities,  and  less  calculated  to 
give  a  fair  expression  of  the  will  of  the  majori- 
ties. In  the  State  of  New  York,  for  instance, 
with  a  population  of  a  million  and  a  half,  and  a 
territory  of -forty-six  thousand  square  miles, 
thirty-six  Electors  are  to  be  chosen  by  general 
ticket ;  they  must  be  selected  from  the  differ- 
ent districts  of  the  State — any  other  arrange- 
ment could  not  succeed.  The  voters,  generally 
speaking,  would  not  know,  even  by  name, 
more  than  one  or  two  of  the  Electoi-s  to  be 
voted  for;  for  all  the  rest,  they  must  vote  upon 
trust.  The  voter  follows  the  great  man  of  his 
town — he  the  great  man  of  the  county — ^and 
he  some  three  or  four  great  men  of  the  State ; 
who  thus  wield  the  force  of  a  million  and  a  half 
of  people. 

If  the  Legislature  choose  the  Electors,  they 
have  tlie  opportunity  of  knowing  whom  they 
choose;  they  are  the  agents  in  whom  their 
constituents  confide;  they,  at  least,  afford  a 
connecting  link  of  information  between  the 
people  and  the  Electors  to  be  chosen. 

The  dangers  of  choosing  the  President,  in 
1801,  were  such  as  to  threaten  us  with  disso- 
lution of  our  compact.  But,  the  difficulties 
now  to  be  contended  with,  in  such  an  election, 
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■would  be  made  much  greater.  Then,  there 
were  but  two  candidates ;  the  first  ballot  would 
have  resulted  in  a  choice,  if  some  States  had 
not  been  divided.  Now,  there  must  be  three 
candidates.  The  House  of  Representatives  will 
be  divided  between  the  tliree ;  even  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  States  may  be  divided  between 
the  three.  The  confusion  might  become  inex- 
tricable. 

Suppose  New  York  were  to  give  12  votes  to 
A,  11  to  B,  and  11  to  0,  would  this  insure  the 
vote  of  New  York  for  A!  The  friends  of  B 
and  0  would  say  not.  Should  a  plurality  or 
majority  govern  in  such  a  case?  Should  the 
State  say  what  was  its  vote  ?  or  should  the 
House  of  Representatives  prescribe  the  rule? 
The  ca.se  is  full  of  difficulty  and  danger. 

This  amendment,  Mr.  D.  said,  if  it  should  be 
agreed  to  by  the  requisite  number  of  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  must  be  submitted  to  the 
several  States;  and,  unless  three-fourths  of 
them  were  in  favor  of  it,  it  could  not  be  adopt- 
ed. The  large  and  the  small  States  must  all  be 
consulted,  and  he  well  knew  it  would  be  very , 
difficult  to  get  any  amendment  adopted.  It  is 
said  that  it  will  take  away  the  rights  of  the 
States.  But,  unless  they  agree  to  it,  the  pro- 
position can  never  take  effect.  Mr.  D.  thought 
the  present  provision  of  the  constitution,  in 
respect  to  the  election  of  President,  was  ex- 
tremely weak.  He  was  fally  convinced  that  it 
was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  old  States,  that 
some  alteration  ought  to  take  place ;  they  have 
earnestly  looked  for  it;  they  ask  it  at  our 
hands.  Both  the  small  and  the  large  States 
will  consent  to  give  up  something  for  the  sake 
of  effecting  that  object.  Neither  of  them  would 
be  willing  to  do  it,  unless  an  equivalent  was  ob- 
tained. Mr.  D.  feared  that  the  present  was  not 
the  time  to  act  upon  these  amendments ;  he 
thought  it  would  be  necessary  to  test  the  con- 
stitution, as  it  now  stands,  a  little  longer.  It 
would  take  a  long  time  to  get  any  amendment 
through,  and  it  was  thought  that  the  present 
was  not  a  fit  time  for  the  discussion,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  excitement  which  prevails 
throughout  the  country  in  regard  to  the  ensu- 
ing election.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
has  changed  his  mind  respecting  the  propriety 
of  amending  the  constitution. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  rose  to  explain,  in 
reference  to  the  change  of  opinion  imputed  to 
him  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey.  We 
understood  him  to  say,  that,  although  he  had 
formerly  been  favorable  to  some  amendment  of 
the  constitution,  in  regard  to  the  election  of 
President,  yet  his  attention  had  been  most 
powerfully  attracted  by  a  power  which  had, 
since  risen  up,  which  appeared  to  him  so  ter- 
rific that  he  hardly  dared  to  contemplate  the 
effects  it  might  produce — ^he  meant  the  power 
which  members  of  Congress  had  assumed,  of 
nominating  a  President  of  the  United  States. 
It  was  placing  the  complete  control  of  the 
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would,  if  permitted  to  be  exercised,  eventually 
overwhelm  the  constitution.  It  would  produce 
a  fearful  combination  of  the  large  States.  The 
small  States,  he  thought,  would  not  consent  to 
go  into  caucus ;  if  they  did,  it  would  be  a  sui- 
cidal act  on  their  part.  He  called  upon  gentle- 
men to  produce  the  smallest  authority,  in  any 
part  of  the  constitution,  for  these  meetings. 
He  considered  them  as  violating  the  spirit  of 
that  instrument.  The  power  of  choosing  the 
President  is  given  to  the  Colleges  of  Electors — 
the  election,  in  the  first  instance,  is  in  their 
hands ;  and,  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  com- 
bination, they  are  chosen  only  about  thirty 
days  before  their  office  is  to  be  performed. 
The  election  is  directed  to  be  made  in  all  the 
different  States  on  the  same  day,  and  the  Elec- 
tors are  permitted  to  make  but  one  atti^mpt  at 
a  choice.  These  provisions  of  the  constitution 
were  adopted  for  the  express  purpose  of  pre- 
venting combinations — an  effect  which,  Mr.  B. 
thought,  was  greatly  to  be  dreaded  from  the 
practice  of  nomination  by  Congressional  cau- 
cuses. 

Mr.  DiCEEESON  resumed.  He  intended  no 
disrespect  to  the  honorable  member  from  New 
York,  in  imputing  to  him  a  change  of  opinion 
on  this  subject.  In  regard  to  the  caucus  which 
had  been  spoken  of  in  this  discussion,  Mr.  D. 
said,  he  conceived  it  was  neither  forbidden  nor 
enjoined  by  the  constitution.  He  considered 
it  as  a  perfectly  harmless  expression  of  the 
opinion  of  those  who  attended  it.  Members  of 
Congress  had  certainly  as  good  a  right,  in  their 
individual  capacities,  to  recommend  a  candi- 
date for  the  Presidency,  as  any  other  men. 
Similar  meetings  have  been  held  in  every 
State,  every  county,  and  almost  every  town  in 
the  country.  The  same  privilege  of  recom- 
mending candidates  is  exercised  by  every  print- 
er in  the  country.  Some  of  them  have  recom- 
mended three  or  four  different  candidates  with- 
in the  last  six  or  eight  months.  No  mischief 
can  result  from  the  caucus  nomination — it  im- 
poses upon  nobody ;  it  binds  nobody ;  it  will 
go  for  what  it  is  worth,  and  no  more — ^it  is  the 
mere  exercise  of  opinion,  and  that  is  a  right 
which,  whether  it  respected  men  or  measures, 
Mr.  D.  said,  he  would  never  relinquish.  It  is  a 
right  guaranteed  by  the  constitution  and  the 
laws  of  the  country,  and  one  which  will  be  ex- 
ercised. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  next  rose.  It  is  to 
me,  said  Mr.  H.,  matter  of  regret  and  astonish- 
ment, that  this  debate  should  have  taken  such 
a  turn.  I  had  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  (Mr.  King,)  on  the 
committee  to  whom  these  amendments  to  the 
constitution  were  referred.  I  had,  till  then, 
some  doubts  whether,  at  this  time,  it  was 
proper  to  act  upon  them.  But  I  then  had  the 
countenance  and  support  of  that  honorable 
gentleman.  Full  well  I  knew  and  appreciated 
his  experience  and  wisdom.    As  he  was  one  of 
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adopted  him,  in  some  measure,  as  my  Mentor. 
The  amendment  which  has  been  the  subject  of 
his  animadversion,  was  agreed  on  in  committee, 
with  great  unanimity ;  and  by  none  with  more 
cordiality  and  zeal  than  by  that  gentleman. 
But  though  he  has  seen  fit  to  change  his 
opinion,  I  have  not.  However  I  may  respect 
him,  I  cannot  consent  to  be  led  about  in  this 
way. 

The  first  use  of  the  word  "  caucus  "  here,  in 
debate,  I  regret  to  say,  was  from  that  gentle- 
man. He  has  been  pleased  to  arraign  before 
the  Senate  certain  members  of  this,  and  the 
other  House,  because  they  saw  fit  to  meet  and 
recommend  a  candidate  to  the  people,  for 
President  of  the  United  States.  And,  by  this 
act,  he  aftects  to  believe  that  the  constitution 
has  been  so  violated  that  he  would  not  amend 
it  at  all.  Sir,  pardon  me  when  I  say  that  this 
is  an  idle  dream. 

He  seems  to  apprehend  that  the  time  will 
come  when  the  President  and  Heads  of  De 
pai'tments  will  participate  in  such  a  conven- 
tion. Sir,  there  is  no  danger  of  that.  When 
the  members  of  the  Executive  Department 
shall  combine  to  appoint  a  successor  for  the 
President,  the  people  will  put  down  the  com- 
bination. No,  sir;  when  these  gentlemen  at- 
tempt this,  it  will  not  be  by  a  public  meeting. 
Secret  engines  will  be  put  in  operation — ^private 
agents  will  be  employed,  and  means  will  be 
used  which  shun  the  light. 

A  public  meeting  has  been  held  to  recom- 
mend to  the  people  to  unite,  and  keep  the  elec- 
tion in  their  own  hands.  At  this,  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  takes  umbrage  and  alarm  -he 
condemns  this  measure  of  union;  and  avows 
his  wishes  that  the  election  may  be  made  by 
the  House  of  Eepresentatives.  He  seems  to 
think,  that  any  meeting,  or  any  exertions  of 
individuals  to  prevent  it,  is  to  defeat  the  provi- 
sions of  the  constitution !  This,  from  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  largest  State  in  the  Union,  is 
very  frank,  and  very  disinterested.  Sir,  it 
would  be  humiliating  to  give  the  proper  answer 
to  all  this — a  regard  to  the  dignity  of  the  Sen- 
ate forbids  the  just  retort.  But  we  may  be 
allowed  to  say,  that,  when  the  Eepresentatives 
act  with  open  doors,  and  expose  their  views 
and  motives  to  the  world,  the  people's  rights 
are  safe,  the  danger  lies  in  secret  combinations, 
in  compacts  to  divide  and  distract — ^in  private 
meetings  to  prevent  public  meetings. 

It  is  here  that  bargains  may  be  made,  and 
management  and  intrigue  be  practised  with 
success.  I,  sir,  am  proud  in  the  refiection,  that 
w^e  have  acted  openly  and  above-board.  "We 
have  united,  as  individuals,  to  recommend  a 
candidate  to  the  people.  I  hold  myself  ac- 
countable for  this  to  no  member  of  this  Senate, 
however  respectable.  For  this  act,  I  am  re- 
sponsible only  to  my  conscience,  my  country, 
and  my  God. 

It  is  a  source  of  consolation  and  confidence, 
that  this  course  has  been  sanctioned  by  con- 
stant usage,  and  the  approbation  and  support 


of  the  most  distinguished  patriots  and  states- 
men. And,  in  what  instance  have  the  rights 
of  the  people  been  infringed,  their  libertier  im- 
paired, or  the  constitution  violated?  Do  you 
perceive  it  in  the  prosperity,  happiness,  and  ir 
dependence,  which  everywhere-  surround  you  S 

Sir,  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  high- 
minded,  independent,  and  intelligent  Republi- 
cans. They  understand  their  own  rights,  and, 
I  trust,  know  how  to  preserve  them.  If  they 
see  cause,  they  will  disregard,  and  disapprove, 
our  recommendation?  "When,  in  my  opinion, 
I  need  it,  I  will  consent  to  be  advised,  and 
even  catechized,  by  any  Senator ;  and  by  none 
sooner  than  the  honorable  member  from  New 
York.  But,  of  this,  I  must  take  the  liberty  of 
being  my  own  judge.  Upon  my  individual 
conduct,  beyond  these  walls,  I  will  not  be  com- 
pelled to  submit  to  any  tribunal  other  than 
those  which  I  have  named.  I  need  not  add,  I 
am  of  age  to  act  for  myself. 

Mr.  LowEiE,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  it  was 
with  a  sensation  of  pain,  that  he  observed  the 
situation  in  which  the  Senate  was,  at  this  mo- 
ment, placed.  Instead  of  considering,  with 
calm  deliberation,  the  amendments  to  the  con- 
stitution, submitted  by  the  difierent  membei-s, 
and  especially  the  one  which  had  received  the 
sanction  of  the  committee  of  the  body,  the  Sen- 
ate is  involved  by  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  "Jork,  (Mr.  King,)  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  propriety  of  a  Congressional 
caucus.  Sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  the  gentleman  has 
expressed  himself  in  strong  terms  against  this 
measure ;  and,  if  he  has  not  alarmed  others,  he 
has  shown  that  he  is  himself  alarmed  at  the 
results  which  are  likely  to  follow.  But,  sir,  I 
for  one,  will  not  be  forced  into  a  discussion  of 
this  measure,  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate.  Not- 
withstanding the  great  respect  I  have  for  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  so  improper  do  I 
consider  his  remarks,  that,  on  this  point,  I  will 
not  even  answer  him.  But,  although  I  choose 
to  be  silent,  I  beg  the  gentleman  to  be  assured 
that  it  is  not  because  I  see  any  thing  new  or 
formidable  in  his  remarks,  or  any  thing  difficult 
to  answer. 

"What  is  the  question,  said  Mr.  L.,  which,  at 
this  time  is,  or  ought  to  be,  before  the  Senate  ? 
A  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
various  amendments  ofiered  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  Five  years  ago,  when  I 
first  took  my  seat  here,  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey,  instructed  by  the  State  which  he 
represents,  ofiered  an  amendment  embracing 
the  district  system.  It  passed  the  Senate  by 
the  constitutional  majority.  It  passed  then, 
and  it  has  passed  since,  without  the  aid  of  my 
vote.  As  a  Representative  from  a  large  State, 
I  never  have  consented  to  a  system  which  went 
to  strike  out  of  existence  the  lines  of  the  States. 
Such  is  the  effect  of  the  district  system  that, 
instead  of  States,  you  are  to  have  districts.  Sir, 
I  will  not  consent  to  a  system  which  would 
prevent  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  from  speak- 
ing, on  this  question,  with  her  whole  strength 
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entire  and  unbroken,  unless  the  small  States 
will  give  an  equivalent.  Wo  have  been  told  of 
the  advantages  of  the  district  system ;  and  that 
there  are  advantages  in  it  I  admit.  But  these 
advantages,  heretofore,  have  been  asked  for  by 
concessions  from  the  large  States  only.  The 
question  has,  this  session,  for  the  first  time, 
assumed  a  new  form.  A  proposition  is  sub- 
mitted by  which  the  large  and  the  small  States 
can  meet  on  middle  ground.  I  have  been  anx- 
ious to  hear  this  proposition  discussed  by  the 
Senate.  My  wish  has  been  that  the  attention 
of  our  constituents  should  be  drawn  to  it. 
Should  a  majority  of  the  Senate  be  against  it, 
there  is  still  remaining  the  amendment  sub- 
mitted by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Hayne.)  With  some  modification,  that 
amendment  would  be  my  second  choice ;  both 
are  of  grave  and  solemn  import — they  require 
at  your  hands  a  full,  a  calm,  and  deliberate 
discussion.  Why  is  the  motion  for  indefinite 
postponement  thrown  in  the  way?  Because, 
it  is  said,  an  election  of  President  takes  place 
next  Fall,  and  there  is  great  excitement  in  the 
country  on  that  question.  Sir,  it  is  admitted 
by  all,  that  no  amendment  we  can  now  propose 
will  aflfect  the  next  election ;  and,  this  being 
the  case,  what  connection  can  the  present 
question  have  with  the  ensuing  election,  more 
than  any  other  subject  presented  for  our  delib- 
eration ?  There  is,  in  reality,  no  sound  reason 
why  we  should  not  proceed.  Nothing  but  the 
influence  of  undue  excitement  could  have  in- 
duced the  gentleman  from  New  York  to  bring 
the  propriety  or  constitutionality  of  a  Congres- 
sional caucus  into  this  debate.  No  excitement 
showed  itself  within  these  walls,  until  that 
gentleman  indulged  himself  in  the  remarks  we 
have  just  heard.  The  perplexed  view  which 
the  gentleman  has  given  of  our  political  situa- 
tion, is,  in  my  judgment,  no  reason  why  the 
present  question  should  be  arrested.  Mr.  L. 
said  he  would  vote  against  the  postponement ; 
but,  if  other  gentlemen  thought  the  next  session 
would  be  more  favorable  for  a  decision  of  the 
question,  he  would  acquiesce ;  but,  at  the  next 
session,  if  no  other  gentleman  brought  the  sub- 
ject forward,  he  would  then  present  it  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Noble,  of  Indiana,  said  this  debate  had 
certainly  assumed  a  very  strange  and  unexpect- 
ed course ;  but,  if  the  object  in  giving  it  this 
direction  was  to  affect  the  public  mind,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  caucus  which  had  been  recently 
held,  he  trusted  that  object  would  be  defeated. 
He  had  attended  that  caucus  himself — and  he 
certainly  should  not  ask  pardon  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  (Mr.  King,)  or  of  any  other 
member  in  the  Senate,  for  having  done  so,  fur- 
ther than  the  rules  of  respect  towards  members, 
and  the  decorum  usually  observed  in  the  Sen- 
ate. The  object  of  the  caucus  was  to  produce 
union ;  it  did  not  infringe  upon  the  free  vote  of 
any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  nor  of  the 
State  to  which  he  beloneed.     He  adverted  to 


vious,  and  at  the  day  of,  Jefferson's  nomina- 
tion. It  was  by  caucus  that  the  power  then  in 
the  hands  of  Federalists  was  dislodged,  and, 
from  his  youthful  days,  he  said  amen !  and  so 
he  said  now.  In  New  York,  he  said,  if  he  had 
rightly  been  informed,  some  years  ago,  upon  a 
certain  occasion,  in  electing  a  Senator  from  that 
State  to  the  United  States,  the  election  was 
delayed,  and  a  union  formed  between  the  Fed- 
eralists and  Clintonians,  in  order  to  suit  cer- 
tain individuals,  and  to  answer  individual  pur- 
poses. What  was  this  but  a  caucus  ?  No  one 
ever  believed  that  the  people  of  the  great  Stat« 
of  New  York  was  contaminated  by  the  union 
of  those  parties.  But,  he  asked,  what  had  this 
to  do  with  the  propositions  to  amend  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  now  under  con- 
sideration ?  It  was  a  departure  from  the  sub- 
ject ;  and  a  firebrand  thrown  into  the  House. 
This  central  power,  to  which  the  member  from 
New  York  alludes,  and  his  fears  that  the  con- 
stitution would  be  destroyed,  he  presumed  was 
intended  to  produce  some  effect  in  New  York. 
He  liked  consistency  in  gentlemen  who  stepped 
forward  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  people — the 
gentleman  himself  denied  the  other  day  that 
the  people  were  the  constitutional  sovereigns  in 
this  Government — he  contended  that  the  States 
were  the  sovereigns,  when  it  was  known  to  all 
Republicans  that  the  people  were  the  source  of 
all  power,  and  constituted  the  division  of  all 
powers,  whether  applied  to  the  State  Govern- 
ments or  the  Federal.  Mr.  N.  said  he  would 
not  suffer  himself  to  be  traduced  by  any  mem- 
ber for  having  gone  into  caucus,  without  de- 
fending himself.  What  was  done  there  was 
done  openly — it  was  the  mere  expression  of 
private  sentiment — such  a  practice  was  in  ex- 
istence, he  believed,  in  every  State — ^in  every 
county — and  in  every  township  in  the  United 
States,  in  relation  to  the  election  of  all  officers, 
either  of  the  State  or  Federal  Government,  and 
never  considered  as  violating  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  except  by  those  whose  fa- 
vorites could  not  prevail,  nor  yet  as  constituting 
"  this  central  power."  On  this  question,  Mr. 
N.  said  that  he  did  not  expect  to  be  called 
upon  to  defend  the  caucus,  the  doings  of  that 
meeting  were  public,  they  were  gone  out  to  the 
people.  But  pray  let  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  tell  ua  what  has  been  done  on  the  other 
side — he  meant  the  anti-caucus — and  see  whe- 
ther their  proceedings  formed  any  part  of  this 
"  central  power,"  so  dangerous  to  the  liberties 
of  the  people.  Let  him  say  what  part  of  the 
constitution  gave  this  right.  Mr.  N.  said  he 
did  not  condemn  the  course,  for  it  was  but  a 
caucus  to  know  whether  they  would  go  into  a 
caucus,  this  was  but  private  sentiment,  and  the 
only  difference  between  the  caucus  and  anti- 
caucus  is,  the  former  was  a  private  sentiment 
expressed  with  previous  notice  ;  and  the  latter 
private  sentiment,  without  notice. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  said  that,  in  the  few 
remarks  he  had  made  to  the  Senatp..  he  had  in- 
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had  thought  that,  in  the  present  situation  of  the 
country,  this  was  not  the  proper  time  for  the 
consideration  of  amendments  to  the  constitu- 
tion. The  subject  had  interwoven  itself  into 
the  affairs  of  his  own  State,  in  regard  to  the 
Presidential  election.  He  trusted  he  was  not 
precluded  from  expressing  his  opinion  on  a  sub- 
ject of  great  importance  and  notoriety.  In  con- 
sidering amendments  to  the  constitution,  he  had 
thought  it  not  improper  to  mention  the  exercise 
of  a  power  which  was  not  authorized  by  the 
constitution.  That  power  was  one,  the  opera- 
tion of  which,  he  believed,  was  much  to  be 
dreaded ;  and  surely  there  was  no  impropriety 
in  alluding  to  it.  If  things  were  doing  in  the 
country,  which  were  thought  improper,  and 
which  had  a  bearing  on  the  subject  under  dis- 
cussion, would  the  Senate  not  be  influenced  by 
them? 

Mr.  Fdtolat  said  that,  as  this  was  a  most 
unpleasant  discussion,  more  so  than  he  had  ever 
heard  since  he  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  the 
Senate,  he  would  endeavor  to  terminate  it.  He 
moved  an  adjournment.  The  motion  was  car- 
ried, and  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 

Feidat,  March  19. 
Amendment  of  tlie  Constitution — Caucus  Sys- 
tem. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being 
the  consideration  of  the  several  resolutions  pro- 
posing amendments  to  the  constitution,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident, was  resumed.  Mr.  Lanmajst  was  called 
to  the  chair.  The  question  was,  upon  Mr. 
Mills's  motion  to  postpone  the  subject  inde- 
finitely. 

Mr.  Hatne,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that  his 
only  object  in  calling  up  these  resolutions  was 
to  obtain  some  decision  on  them.  The  Senate 
had,  for  several  months,  had  the  subject  before 
them,  and  it  was  due  no  less  to  the  public  than 
to  the  gentlemen  who  had  submitted  the  proposi- 
tions, that  they  should  now  be  acted  on  defi- 
nitively. Mr.  Hatne  protested  that  he  had  not 
anticipated  the  course  which  the  debate  had 
taken,  and  he  most  sincerely  regretted  that  cer- 
tain topics  had  been  introduced  into  the  dis- 
cussion, which  were  unfortunately  but  too  well 
calculated  to  produce  a  painfiil  excitement. 

I  come  now,  said  Mr.  H.,  to  that  unpleasant 
topic  which  has  been  unhappily  introduced  into 
the  discussion.  I  mean  a  Congressional  caucus. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  Kew  York,  (Mr. 
KiNa,)  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  in  favor  of 
an  indefinite  postponement  of  the  resolutions, 
took  occasion  to  mention,  incidentally,  a  "central 
power,"  which  had  grown  up  at  the  Seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, and  which  was  destined,  hereafter,  to 
control  the  election  of  a  President.  The  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  have  thought  proper, 
in  reply,  to  enter  into  a  vindication  of  a  Con- 
gressional caucus  for  the  nomination  of  a  Pres- 
ident. If  their  arguments  could  be  confined  to 
this  hall,  and  were  not  calculated  to  have  an  in- 


fluence on  public  opinion,  I  would  not,  perhaps, 
find  myself  called  upon  to  notice  them.  Bat, 
believing  that  the  subject  is  one  of  vast  impor- 
tance, that  it  touches  the  vital  interests  of  the 
country,  and  may,  in  its  remote  consequences, 
endanger  liberty  itself,  I  find  myself  constrained 
to  attempt  an  answer  to  the  particular  argu- 
ments which  have  been  urged.  I  shall  confine 
myself  strictly  to  a  defensive  warfare — and 
shall  enter  no  further  into  the  discussion  of  the 
subject  than  may  be  necessary  to  reply  to  the 
arguments  which  have  keen  urged  on  this  fioor. 
It  is  contended  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey,  (Mr.  Dickbeson,)  and  the  same  argu- 
ment has  been  urged  by  aU  the  gentlemen  who 
have  spoken  on  the  subject,  that  a  Congressional 
caucus  for  the  nomination  of  a  President,  is  not 
liable  to  any  of  the  objections  which  may  be 
urged  against  the  election  of  a  President  by 
Congress,  because  the  Senators  and  Represent- 
atives, in  attending  a  caucus,  act  only  in  their 
private  capacities.  This  appears  to  me,  said 
Mr.  H.,  to  he  a  fallacy  so  obvious,  that  he  was 
at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  any  one  could  be  de- 
ceived by  it.  Sir,  if  fifty  or  sixty  private  indi- 
viduals should  meet  in  this  city  and  nominate  a 
President,  what  effect  would  be  produced  by 
it?  "Would  it  be  an  event  looked  to  with  anx- 
iety from  every  part  of  the  country  ?  Would 
it  divide  the  nation  into  parties,  or  challenge 
the  praise  or  the  censure  of  every  freeman  in 
the  land?  No,  sir;  it  is  because  the  gentlemen 
who  compose  such  a  meeting  are  members  of 
Congress — ^it  is  the  authority  with  which  they 
are  clothed,  that  gives  influence  and  effect  to 
their  proceedings.  But  for  this  no  such  meet- 
ing would  be  held.  They  meet  in  their  charac- 
ter of  members  of  Congress,  or  they  would  not 
meet  at  all.  It  is  true,  they  do  not  meet  to  per- 
form a  Legislative  duty,  and  the  very  objection  to 
the  proceeding  is,  that  they  step  beyond  the  line 
of  their  peouHar  and  appropriate  duties,  and  used 
the  influence  attached  to  their  oflices  for  the  pro- 
motion of  an  object  not  within  their  Congres- 
sional powers,  and  with  which  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution  forbids  them  to  interfere.  To 
show,  conclusively,  that  it  is  the  infipence  at- 
tached to  the  oflice  of  a  member  of  Congress 
which  is  the  foundation  of  a  Congressional  cau- 
cus, and  that  it  is  expressly  in  their  character  of 
members  of  Congress,  that  gentlemen  attend 
such  a  meeting,  Mr.  H.  adverted  to  the  fact 
that  none  other  are  invited  or  suffered  to  attend. 
If  gentlemen  acted  only  in  their  private  capaci- 
ties, every  American  citizen — certainly  every 
inhabitant  of  this  District,  would  be  at  liberty 
to  unite  with  them.  Look,  too,  at  the  forms  of 
proceeding  in  such  cases ;  the  Hall  of  Legisla- 
tion is  appropriated  to  their  use ;  the  Speaker's 
chair  is  occupied  by  the  Chairman ;  the  officers 
of  the  House  are  stationed  at  the  door  to  pre- 
vent the  entrance  of  any  members  of  Congress 
who  are  called  up  by  States  to  give  their 
suffrages.  After  this,  tell  us  not  that  gen- 
tleAen  act  in  their  private  capacities,  and  that, 
as  members  of  Congress,  they  have  no  concern 
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In  the  transaction !  Sir,  said  Mr.  II.,  I  deny  that 
a  man  can  put  off  and  put  on,  at  pleasure,  the 
official  garb  with  which  he  is  clothed.  A  man 
clothed  with  Executive  authority  cannot,  as  a 
private  citizen,  perform  Legislative  duties; 
neither  can  a  member  of  Congress  put  off  his 
character,  and,  as  a  private  citizen,  interfere 
with  matters  which  the  constitution  has  wisely 
prohibited  him  from  meddling  with.  I  have 
heard,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  of  a  priest  who,  walking 
to  church  in  his  robes  of  office,  received  an  in- 
sult; he  threw  off  his  gown,  exclaiming,  Lie 
there,  dimniiy,  until  I  punish  that  rascal ; "  and 
having  in  his  private  capacity  inflicted  the 
chastisement,  he  resumed  the  character  of  a 
clergyman,  and  proceeded  to  preach  up  "  char- 
ity and  forgiveness  of  injuries,  love  to  God,  and 
good  wiU  towards  man."  If  there  be,  said  Mr. 
H.,  any  sound  distinction,  any  safe  rule  by 
which  the  private  and  public  acts  of  an  indi- 
vidual can  be  ascertained,  it  must  be  this — that 
matters,  altogether  of  a  private  nature,  belong 
to  the  one,  while  matters  of  a  public  nature  be- 
long to  the  other.  Bring  a  Congressional  cau- 
cus to  this  test.  The  choice  of  a  President  is 
a  public  matter ;  it  is  a  business  provided  for 
by  the  constitution ;  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
to  be  done,  is  prescribed ;  the  members  of  Con- 
gress are  prohibited  from  being  Electors,  and  the 
Senators  can,  in  no  possible  event,  have  any 
thing  to  do  with  it.  It  cannot  be  possible,  there- 
fore, for  members  of  Congress,  as  such,  to  med- 
dle with  it.  Not  being  a  private  matter,  if  they 
act  on  it  at  all  collectively,  as  a  body,  and  by 
virtue  of  their  office,  it  cannot  be  said  that  they 
act  in  their  private  capacities.  I  will  proceed, 
said  Mr.,  H.,  to  give  one  or  two  illustrations  of 
this  subject,  which'  I  think  will  remove  any 
doubts  which  may  still  rest  upon  it.  Suppose 
the  President  and  Heads  of  Departments  were 
to  meet  together  in  their  private  capacities, 
were  to  nominate  their  successors,  and  were  to 
proclaim  such  a  nomination  to  the  American 
people.  The  country  would  ring  with  denun- 
ciations of  the  act,  the  charges  of  usurpation, 
tyranny,  and  corruption,  would  rise  up  in  every 
corner  of  Jhe  land,  and  they  meet  the  just  ven- 
geance of  an  injured  people !  And  yet,  have 
not  the  President  and  Heads  of  Departments  as 
much  a  right  to  act,  and  to  speak,  in  their  pri- 
vate capacities,  as  any  other  members  of  the 
Government?  They  are  no  more  prohibited 
from  nominating  a  President  than  are  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress ;  and  more  danger  is  to  be  ap- 
prehended from  the  influence  of  the  latter  than 
the  former.  Suppose  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  were  to  step  from  the  bench,  put  off  their 
robes,  and,  after  public  notice,  were  to  proceed, 
in  their  private  capacities,  to  nominate  a  Presi- 
dent, and  publish  that  nomination  to  the  world ! 
How  would  such  a  proceeding  be  relished? 
And  yet,  the  Executive  and  Judiciary  Jiave  cer- 
tainly an  equal  right  with  the  Legislature  to 
proceed  to  such  a  nomination,  in  their  private 
capacities.    Again,  suiJpose  the  Governors'of 


the  subject,  and  announce  the  result  to  the  worl 
in  order  to  produce  union  among  the  peopl 
What  would  we  think  of  such  a  proceeding 
But,  I  will  put,  said  Mr.  H.,  a  still  stronger -cai 
— one  perfectly  analogous  to  that  under  consit 
eration.  Suppose  a  jury  appointed  to  try 
case,  civil  or  criminal.  The  law  prescribes  tl 
place,  the  time,  the  mode  and  manner,  in  whic 
the  question  is  to  be  officially  investigated,  an 
decided.  But  these  jurors  think  proper  to  mes 
together,  previous  to  the  trial,  in  their  privat 
capacities  to  investigate  the  merits  of  the  case 
they  come  to  a  decision  and  publish  the  resul 
Would  it  be  any  excuse  for  such  a  proceedin 
to  allege,  that  they  did  not  act  as  jurors,  bt 
in  their  private  capacities?  And  with  whs 
color  of  reason  could  such  an  excuse  be  mad( 
if  it  were  shown  that  they  were  summoned  t 
the  meeting  as  jurors  eo  nomine,  that  none  othe 
were  admitted,  that  they  appointed  a  foremai 
passed  through  all  the  forms  of  a  trial,  and  in  th 
name  and  character  of  jurors,  proclaimed  thert 
suit.  Now,  said  Mr.  H.,  there  is  a  more  strikin 
analogy  between  that  case  and  the  proceedin 
now  under  consideration,  than  gentlemen  wi 
be  disposed  to  admit.  The  House  of  Eepn 
sentatives  may,  in  one  event,  be  called  upon  t 
choose  the  President.  The  constitution  ha 
prescribed  the  time  and  place,  and  all  the  foi 
malities  of  that  proceeding ;  but  before  the  o< 
oasion  occurs,  the  members  of  that  House  met 
together  in  their  private  capacities,  and  examin 
the  claims  of  the  candidates,  and  without  th 
light  which  farther  time  and  a  more  deliberat 
examination  might  afford,  to  make  a  choice 
and  publish  the  result.  It  is  true,  that  the  prt 
ceeding,  in  both  oases,  is  without  legal  authoi 
ity,  and  is  not  binding,  but  it  is  calculated  t 
produce  a  dangerous  influence,  and  is,  therefon 
wholly  indefensible.  To  illustrate  the  trnt 
that  legislators  cannot,  consistently  with  th 
spirit  of  the  constitution,  act  in  their  privai 
capacities  on  matters  which  may  come  befoi 
them  officially,  it  may  be  asked,  whether 
would  be  justifiable  for  amajority  of  this  Senati 
as  a  party,  to  meet  together  habitually,  in  thei 
private  capacities,  and  determine,  by  a  majorit; 
what  measures  they  should,  as  a  body,  suppoi 
or  oppose?  By  such  an  arrangement,  all  tb 
guards  by  which  pure  and  enlightened  legisli 
tion  iss  ecured  would  be  destroyed,  and  a  sma 
rninority  might  sway  the  Senate.  A  Congrei 
sional  caucus  is  open  to  the  same  objection. 
confess,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  have  serious  feai 
that,  should  the  caucus  system  be  firmly  estal 
lished  in  this  country,  it  will  eventually  lead  1 
the  total  destruction  of  the  rights  of  the  sma 
States,  and  that  the  clause  in  the  constitutio: 
which  secures  their  just  weight  in  the  choice  • 
a  President,  will  be  virtually  repealed.  Oni 
recognize  the  distinction  between  a  man's  pu' 
lie  and  private  capacity,  in  relation  to  publ 
matters,  and  what  is  to  restrain  a  few  of  tl 
large  States  from  appointing  delegates,  or  i 
structine  their  members  of  Oonsress  to  meet 
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how  these  States  shall  act,  and  -whom  they  shall 
support?  I  shall  add  nothing  further,  said  Mr. 
H.,  in  answer  to  the  honorable  gentleman,  on 
this  point. 

The  next  argument  urged  is,  that  a  Congres- 
Bional  caucus  is  free  from  objection  because  it 
does  not  profess  to  elect,  but  only  to  nominate 
a  Pi'esident.  Kow,  I  would  ask  whether  the 
design  of  this  nomination  is  not  to  procure  the 
election  of  some  individual  who  would  not  be 
elected  without  it?  If  such  be  not  the  object, 
and  if  such  were  not  the  results  hoped  for,  no 
nomination  would  be  made ;  no  caucus  would 
be  held.  But  if  a  nomination  is  to  have  the  ef- 
fect of  promoting  a  man  to  the  Presidency,  who 
would  not  otherwise  be  promoted,  it  virtually 
amounts  to  an  election;  and  is  it  any  answer  to 
this  argument  to  say,  that  it  is  produced  alto- 
gether by  the  authority  and  influence  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress  ?  Or,  is  not  that  the  most  ob- 
jectionable means  by  which  an  election  can  be 
eflfeoted?  But,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  let  us  bring  this 
question  to  the  test  of  principle,  and  see  if  the 
practice  I  am  controverting  will  not  directly 
deprive  the  people  of  the  right  of  choosing  among 
the  several  candidates  for  the  Presidency  ?  If 
a  Congressional  caucus  be  right  in  principle,  as 
the  gentlemen  allege,  it  follows,  that  the  friends 
of  all  the  candidates  ought  to  attend,  and  that 
the  strength  of  each  being  ascertained,  the 
strongest  should  be  supported  by  all,  and  the 
others  should  be  withdrawn.  Thus  the  people 
will  be  deprived  of  the  right  of  choosing,  and 
must,  of  necessity,  take  the  man  recommended 
to  them.  Take  the  case  of  two  candidates  only, 
and  such  a  case  has  occurred.  A  caucus  decides 
between  them,  the  other  is  bound  to  withdraw ; 
he  can,  on  principle,  no  longer  be  a  candidate ; 
his  friends  cannot  support  him;  and  though 
nine-tenths  of  the  people  should  prefer  him,  he 
cannot,  as  a  man  of  principle,  even  consent  to 
serve.  Take  another  case.  Suppose  there  should 
be  five  candidates — ^the  five  most  prominent  and 
popular  men  in  the  country.  Apply  the  caucus 
principle,  and  it  results  in  presenting  but  one 
candidate  to  the  people,  and  they  must  take 
him,  or  look  out  at  the  eleventh  hour  for  a 
new  man,  which,  under  such  circumstances, 
would  be  impossible.  The  principle  of  a  Con- 
gressional caucus,  therefore,  leads  inevitably, 
and  of  necessity,  to  the  destruction  of  the  right 
of  the  people  to  elect  the  President ;  and  if  it 
does  not,  in  practice,  produce  that  result,  it  is 
only  because  so  many  of  us  are  such  political 
heretics  as  to  refuse  to  recognize  it ;  and  be- 
cause the  several  candidates  and  their  friends 
wiU  not  consent  to  abide  by  it.  But,  let  the 
principles  of  the  gentleman  prevail,  and  the 
President,  wiU,  hereafter,  be  virtually  elected 
by  a  caucus  in  Washington,  and  not  by  the  peo- 
ple. Now,  said  Mr.  H.,  there  is  not  an  objec- 
tion which  applies  to  the  election  of  a  President 
by  the  National  Legislature,  which  does  not  ap- 
ply much  more  strongly  to  a  virtual  election  by 
a  Congressional  caucus.  Does  the  former  dis- 
turb legislation,  tinging  every  legislative  act 


with  party  views  and  feelings,  so,  in  a  greater 
degree,  does  the  latter.  The  letter  and  spirit  of 
the  constitution  is  opposed  to  every  species  of 
interference,  by  the  members  of  Congress,  in 
the  election  of  a  President,  except  in  the  pai"- 
ticular  case  of  a  failure  by  the  people  to  elect. 
Then,  and  not  till  then,  are  Congress  permitted 
to  interfere ;  and  the  mode  in  which  they  are 
then  to  proceed  is  minutely  prescribed.  The 
House  of  Representatives  only  ai-e  to  have  any 
concern  in  the  transaction,  and  they  must  vote 
by  States.  They  are  m>t  permitted  to  elect  any 
candidate  according  to  their  own  views,  feel- 
ings, or  opinions,  but  they  are  compelled  to 
choose  one  of  three  candidates  previously 
elected,  and  presented  to  them  by  the  people. 
But  a  Congressional  caucus  is  composed  of  Sen- 
ators, as  well  as  members  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, the  former  of  whom  are  wisely 
excluded,  by  the  constitution,  from  voting  on 
such  a  subject,  because  the  tenure  of  their  of- 
fice renders  them  peculiarly  liable  to  influence. 
They  proceed  to  nominate  the  President,  before 
the  people  have  proceeded  to  the  election ;  they 
choose  not  from  the  candidates  presented  to 
them  by  the  people,  but  according  to  their  own 
pleasure,  and  are  influenced  by  personal  prefer- 
ences; and,  lastly,  they  make  such  a  nomina- 
tion, not  in  the  extraordinary  case  (which  may 
not  occur  once  in  the  century)  provided  for  in 
the  constitution,  but  at  every  election — once  in 
every  four  years.  Now,  when  to  all  this  we 
add  that,  from  the  very  nature  of  things  a  cau- 
cus never  will  be  composed  of  more  than  a  por- 
tion of  the  members  of  Congress,  so  that  the 
vote  of  an  individual  will  be  of  such  conse- 
quence as  to  justify  the  extraordinary  eflfbrts  to 
obtain  it ;  when  it  is  recollected  that  a  caucus 
nomination,  every  four  years,  will  keep  the 
matter  constantly  before  Congress,  can  any 
man,  who  reflects  on  the  subject,  faU  to  see  that 
the  triumph  and  final  establishment  of  the  cau- 
cus system  in  Congress,  must  not  only  super- 
sede and  control  the  constitution,  but  involves 
the  introduction,  into  the  halls  of  Congress,  of 
excitement,  party  feeling,  management,  and, 
finally,  of  intrigue  and  corruption ;  at  the  bare 
contemplation  of  which  the  heart  of  the  patriot 
must  sicken,  and  his  anticipations  of  future 
glory  be  converted  into  the  most  gloomy  fore- 
bodings. 

Gentlemen  tell  us  that  a  caucus  is  necessary 
to  promote  union.  Should  such  a  measure  ever 
promote  union,  it  can  only  be  by  controlling 
the  win  and  stifling  the  voice  of  the  people. 
But  it  seems  to  me,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  so  far  from 
promoting  harmony  and  union,  a  caucus  is  cal- 
culated to  sow  the  seeds  of  dissension,  and  to 
prevent  the  possibility  of  union.  To  all  the 
diflBculties  of  selecting  among  men,  is  superadd- 
ed the  hostility  created  by  the  agitation  of  the 
caucus  question.  The  degree  of  support  to  be 
yielded,  or  of  opposition  to  be  offered,  to  such 
a  nomination,  will  always  be  a  fruitful  som-ce  of 
endless  contests  and  animosities. 

As  a  party  measure,  a  caucus  may,  in  some 
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instances,  tend  to  promote  union.  In  such  a 
case,  two  candidates  at  least  would  be  present- 
ed to  the  people,  for  their  choice.  But,  where 
all  the  candidates  are  of  the  same  party,  the  only 
effect  of  a  caucus  must  be  to  elevate  a  favorite 
individual,  by  putting  all  the  other  candidates 
out  of  the  way,  and  thus  to  take  the  choice 
from  the  people,  or  from  the  States.  If  a  cau- 
cus is  to  be  resorted  to  at  every  Presidential 
election,  and  Congress  is,  by  a  preliminary  vote, 
Lq  joint  ballot,  to  determine  who  is  to  be  sup- 
ported as  President,  it  is  manifest  that  the  ef- 
fect will  be,  to  bring  the  election  practically  into 
Congress  voting  by  polls  and  not  by  States; 
ind  thus  the  wise  provisions  of  the  constitution 
will  be  repealed,  without  the  least  regard  to 
the  forms  prescribed  by  that  instrument.  Gen- 
ilemen  will  surely  not  venture  to  affirm  that 
anion  will  be  promoted  by  such  means. 

Much  more  might  be  said  on  this  subject,  said 
Mr.  H.,  but  he  had  not  only  confined  himself  to 
;he  general  question,  but  had  merely  attempted 
;o  reply  to  the  arguments  urged  on  the  other  side. 
Df  the  particular  character  of  the  late  meeting 
n  Washington,  he  had  said  nothing,  and  alluded 
io  it  now  only  to  disclaim  any  intention  to 
yound  the  feelings  or  impeach  the  motives  of 
my  of  the  gentlemen  connected  with  it.  He 
iutertained  for  them,  collectively,  much  respect, 
md  cherished  for  several  of  them,  individually, 
lentiments  of  gi-eat  esteem. 

[In  the  course  of  Mr.  H.'s  remarks,  he  was 
nterrupted  by  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  who  rose 
0  a  point  of  order.  Mr.  K.  stated  that  he  was 
lot  in  health  to  attend  the  Senate  yesterday ; 
ind  he  did  not  know,  precisely,  the  course 
vhich  the  discussion  had  then  taken.  But  he 
lonsidered  the  present  topic  as  having  no  rela- 
ion  to  the  subject  before  the  Senate ;  and,  oon- 
equently,  the  introduction  of  it  as  being  a  viola- 
ion  of  the  rules  of  this  body.  He  therefore 
ailed  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  to 
irder. 

The  Chair  observed,  that  a  wide  range  had 
leen  allowed  in  the  discussion  of  this  subject 
'esterday ;  and  while  it  entertained  the  hope 
bat  that  discussion  would  not  be  extended,  was, 
t  the  same  time,  of  opinion,  that  members  had 

right  to  be  heard,  in  answer  to  any  arguments 
rhich  had  been  brought  forward  yesterday, 
'he  member  from  South  Carolina  was  declared 
3  be  in  order.] 

Mr.  Taylob,  of  Virginia,  considered  this  de- 
ate  as  entirely  out  of  order,  and  foreign  to  the 
abject  before  the  Senate.  TIae  question  has  been 
iscQssed,  as  it  were  a  contest  for  power,  be- 
ween  the  large  and  the  small  States — as  if  each 
ras  endeavoring  to  effect  the  purposes  of  its 
wn  ambition — as  if  these  amendments  were 
3  many  nefarious  designs  to  satisfy  the  ambi- 
on  and  avarice  of  the  one  or  the  other.  If  it 
e  true,  that  the  question  is  not,  whether  one 
tate  is  to  pilfer  from  the  other  the  great  from 
le  small,  or  the  small  from  the  gr^at,  still,  he 
3ked,  what  prospect  there  was  of  adopting  any 


tended  with  so  much  exasperation.  Mr.  T.  said 
he  had  seconded  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  for  postponement — both  of 
us  have  bantlings  of  our  own  upon  the  table ;  but 
we  are  willing  to  part  with  them  to  give  time  for 
mature  consideration.  Mr.  T.  said  he  would 
take  these  different  propositions  home  with  him 
and  study  them  carefully.  The  true  question 
is,  whether  we  wiU  have  a  confederated,  or  a 
consolidated  Government.  Some  are  in  favor 
of  one,  and  some  of  the  other.  The  inquiry 
ought  to  be,  how  far  these  amendments  will  go 
to  cure  the  evils  of  the  constitution,  or  to  intro- 
duce others  into  it.  He  meant  only  to  show 
the  propriety  of  postponing  this  subject,  until 
it  should  be  thoroughly  considered.  If  the 
gentlemen  will  advert  to  the  nature  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, they  wiU  see  enough  for  observation. 
It  is  said  to  be  a  great  machine ;  and  we  are  told 
that  the  people  are  a  safeguard  against  any  disar- 
rangement in  it.  When  have  they  proved  so? 
Were  the  people  able  to  preserve  their  liberty, 
in  the  time  of  the  French  Convention  ?  Other 
gentlemen  will  teU  you,  that  the  people  are 
their  own  worst  enemies.  Perhaps  neither  of 
these  are  perfectly  correct.  One  of  the  Gods 
of  ancient  times  has  told  us, 

"  In  medio  tatissinms  ibis." 

There  should  be  an  intermediate  controlling 
power.  The  great  question  to  be  considered  is, 
whether  any  amendment  of  the  constitution  will 
obviate  the  objections  alleged  against  it.  We 
must  not  place  too  much  reliance  on  the  word 
"people."  Mr.  T.  said,  the  idea  occurred  to 
him,  that  the  Federal  Government  was  an  im- 
mense machine — ^that  the  State  Governments 
were  the  safety-valves,  to  let  off  the  gas  of  ex- 
clusive interests.  While  these  safety-valves  are 
kept  in  operation,  and  this  gas  is  thus  discharged, 
the  country  will  go  on  well  enough.  But  when 
they  stop  and  the  gas  comes  to  be  concentrated, 
there  is  great  danger  to  the  whole  machine. 
Mr.  T.  said  he  would  conclude  by  telling  an  an- 
ecdote which  occurred  to  his  recollection,  and 
which  aU  would  probably  remember.  James 
the  Second  once  called  on  two  of  his  bishops,  to 
know  if,  in  their  opinions,  he  had  not  a  right 
to  take  the  property  of  his  people  as  he  pleased. 
Bishop  A,  (he  did  not  remember  tiieir  names,) 
said  he  certainly  had  that  right — the  king  was 
the  vicegerent  of  God ;  and  he  had  certainly  a 
right  to  appropriate  the  property  of  his  subjects 
as  he  saw  fit — ^he  might  employ  the  men  and 
the  money,  as  he  pleased.  The  king  then  asked 
Bishop  B,  what  he  thought  of  the  doctrine  of 
his  brother  Bishop  ?  "  Why,"  says  B,  "  I  think 
the  king  has  a  right  to  take  the  property  of  my 
brother  A,  because  he  has  given  it  to  him.  But 
I  think  he  has  no  right  to  take  mine."  The 
basis  of  liberty  is  upon  this  point.  When  you 
revert  to  the  geographical  distinctions  of  this 
country,  do  you  think  the  people  will  display 
the  servihty  of  Bishop  A?  Why  is  the  remai-k 
of  Bishop  B  so  much  praised?'   Because  the 
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shall  go  hand  in  hand.  The  King  could  not 
take  his  money,  hecause  he  did  not  represent 
him.  This  doctrine,  Mr.  T.  applied  to  the 
amendments  proposed  to  the  constitution,  to 
test  their  agreement  with  the  spirit  of  onr  rep- 
resentative Government,  &e. 

Mr.  Baeboue,  of  Virginia,  then  rose.  He 
had  prepared,  he  said,  to  give  a  silent  vote  on 
this  question ;  but,  as  the  unpleasant  topic  of 
yesterday  had  been  brought  again  before  the 
Senate,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  say  something 
upon  it.  Some  circumstances  and  reflections 
had  been  introduced,  to  which  he  conceived  a 
reply  to  be  necessary.  He  intended  to  place 
the  meeting  which  had  been  alluded  to,  on 
what  he  conceived  to  be  defensible  ground. 
His  remarks  would  necessaiily  be  desultory. 
But,  as  the  question  before  the  Senate,  was 
upon  the  amendments  to  the  constitution,  it  was 
due  to  the  body  which  he  had  the  honor  to  ad- 
dress, to  make  some  remarks  in  reference 
thereto. 

He  came  now  to  the  topic  to  which  he  had 
first  alluded.  He  must  be  permitted  to  mingle 
his  regret  with  that  of  the  other  members,  that 
such  a  subject  had  been  introduced  into  this 
body ;  not  that  he  had  the  slightest  objection 
to  a  critical  examination  of  it.  "Whatever  had 
been  done,  in  reference  to  that  subject,  was  not 
secret,  it  was  done  in  public ;  it  was  done  be- 
fore the  people;  and  their  decision  will  be 
made  upon  it.  Whatever  of  malice  there  was 
in  human  nature  had  been  uttered  against  the 
individuals  who  attended  that  meeting.  He 
did  not  regret  that  the  subject  had  found  its 
way  here,  because  he  feared  a  fair  investiga- 
tion of  it,  but  because,  into  this  body,  subjects 
of  that  kind  Sught  not  to  be  introduced.  It 
could  not  have  faUed  to  bring  forth  the  expres- 
sion of  feelings  which  ought  not  to  be  indulged 
here.  When  that  meeting  was  represented  as 
a  great  central  power,  which  was  about  to 
overwhelm  the  constitution,  surely  those  who 
heard  it,  and  who  attended  that  meeting,  could 
not  refrain  from  replying.  If  there  was  any 
spot  on  earth,  which  he  considered  as  conse- 
crated to  peace  and  harmony,  it  was  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States.  It  should  be  our  political 
holy  of  holies — where  the  brand  of  discord  was 
never  to  be  thrown — where  tranquillity  and 
mature  deliberation  should  acquire  the  respect 
of  the  people.  He  had  considered  this  body 
the  sheet-anchor  of  the  nation — as  presenting 
a  limit  to  the  waves  of  the  other  branch,  and 
equally  inaccessible  •io  Executive  influence — 
a  body,  whose  character  for  propriety  should 
never  be  jeopardized.  He  believed  the  nation 
had  indulged  a  confidence  that,  whatever  storms 
might  rage  elsewhere,  nothing  but  coolness  and 
deliberation  would  preside  here.  Is  this  ques- 
tion one  that,  in  its  discussion,  is  calculated  to 
promote  the  dignity  of  this  body?  Is  it  one 
that  is  calculated  to  enter  this  HaU?  Surely 
not.  And  what  is  the  gentleman's  apology  for 
introducing  the  subject?  The  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey  charged  him  with  having  changed 
Vol.  VU.— 34 


his  opinion,  in  respect  to  the  propriety  of 
amending  the  constitution ;  that,  last  year,  he 
was  in  favor  of  an  amendment,  and  this  year 
opposed  to  it.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
states  as  a  reason  for  this  change,  that  a  central 
power,  of  an  alarming  character,  had  since 
sprang  up  to  his  view.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Hatnb)  has  charged  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smith)  with 
having  been  first  to  mention  the  word  "  caucus." 
This,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  thought  was  unjust.  If 
the  gentleman  from  ITep-  York  (Mr.  King)  did 
not  make  use  of  the  word,  nobody  could  mis- 
take the  meaning  of  his  "  great  central  power." 
The  gentleman's  description  bore  the  name 
upon  its  front. 

To  an  unadvised  stranger,  who  had  heard 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  it  would  seem 
that  a  monster  of  yesterday  had  sprung  up, 
who  was  threatening  to  devastate  the  country 
— and  yet,  Mr.  B.  asked,  was  this  any  new 
measure?  Was  it  not  adopted  in  1800,  1804, 
1808,  1812,  and  1816?  Yet  it  did  not  then 
meet  the  gentleman's  attention,  or  call  forth 
such  violent  reprehension  from  him;  but,  in 
1824,  it  suddenly  swells  to  a  great  measure, 
threatening  destruction  to  the  constitution. 
Whence  did  the  system  originate?  Mr.  B. 
believed,  with  the  Eevolution  itself.  It  was 
the  venerated  Samuel  Adams,  or  his  father, 
who  first  suggested  it.  It  had  its  origin  in  the 
spirit  that  gave  birth  to  this  nation.  Wher- 
ever freemen  are,  they  will  assemble  and  con- 
verse freely  about  men  and  measures.  And  a 
custom  that  has  produced  so  much  good,  cannot 
itself  be  very  bad.  Mr.  B.  said  he  had  a  wit- 
ness here  at  his  left,  (aUuding  probably  to  Mr. 
Maoon,)  who  could  tell  how  necessary  such 
meetings  had  been  found,  inr  the  early  days  of 
this  Government — a  gentleman  who  then  stood, 
as  he  now  stands,  the  guardian  of  his  native 
land.  Why  did  he  not  warn  the  people  against 
a  system  which,  according  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  is  now,  like  another  unshorn 
Samson,  about  to  embrace  the  pUlars  of  the 
constitution,  and  whelm  the  splendid  fabric  in 
ruins?  Surely  this  is  the  mere  phantom  of 
the  gentleman's  imagination.  What  is  this 
constitution?  We  have  avast  continent,  over 
which  it  is  to  operate — a  multiplicity  of  different 
States.  What  is  the  spirit  of  the  constitution 
in  regard  to  the  election  of  President?  That 
numbers  shall  prevail,  in  the  first  instance — 
and,  in  the  contingency  of  a  non-election  by 
the  Electors,  that  the  House  of  Representatives 
shall  choose.  Now,  is  not  the  first  of  these 
provisions  mere  mockery,  unless  there  can  be 
some  inter-communication  of  sentiment  pre- 
vious to  the  election?  What  is  it  we  have 
done  ?  Venal  hirelings  of  the  press,  directed, 
in  some  instances,  by  the  outcasts  of  Europe, 
and  upon  whose  foreheads,  if  they  had  their 
deserts,  ought  to  hang  the  label  "to  be  let," 
have  accused  %ts,  whose  all  is  here,  and  who 
have  been  honored  with  the  highest  oflBces  in 
the  gift  of  the  people — of  conspiring  against  the 
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liberty  of  the  country  and  seking  to  overthrow 
tie  constitution.  Where  was  the  meeting 
held  ?  In  the  chamber  of  the  House  of  Eepre- 
sentatives — in  public — in  the  very  face  of  the 
people — those  people  whose  rights  it  is  said 
we  met  to  betray — and  the  result  is  well  known. 
Was  there  any  intention  to  recommend  a  man 
who  was  abhorrent  to  the  people  ?  If  the  peo- 
ple are  united  in  favor  of  another  man,  the 
recommendation  would  not  weigh  a  feather. 
If  they  were  not  united,  the  meeting  might 
have  a  tendency  to  produce  that  effect.  Men 
are  apt  to  attach  too  much  importance  to 
themselves  and  their  acts,  when  "  drebsed  in  a 
little  brief  authority ; "  they  are  found,  how- 
ever, to  be  but  the  merest  insects,  when  acting 
in  opposition  to  the  views  of  the  people. 
Nothing  important  can  result  from  such  a 
meeting,  unless  the  candidate  selected  is  a  popu- 
lar man.  The  simple  reason  for  holding  such 
a  meeting  is,  that  the  persons  who  go  into  it 
are  the  representatives  of  the  people — that 
they  best  know  the  sentiments  of  the  people — 
they,  therefore,  meet  to  recommend  candidates. 
If  tils  be  not  the  correct  way,  what  other  wiU 
you  substitute?  By  private  recommendation, 
\aii,  as  a  consequence,  irresponsible,  or  to  the 
conflicting  presses?  Mr.  B.  said  he  was  the 
last  man  who  would  lift  his  voice  to  curtaU  the 
liberty  of  the  press.  No,  even  in  the  rank 
luxuriance  of  its  licentiousness,  let  it  be  un- 
curbed. When  honestly  directed,  it  is  the  great 
source  of  light  and  liberty.  Its  abuse  must  be 
tolerated,  on  that  universal  law  which  belongs 
to  human  things,  that  there  is  no  unmixed  bless- 
ing ;  but  it  must  not  be  disguised,  that,  when 
prostituted,  it  scatters  any  thing  but  correct 
information. 

We  are  told,  that  the  President  and  the 
Heads  of  Departments  may,  with  equal  pro- 
priety, meet,  and  make  a  nomination.  But  they 
do  not  come  immediately  from  the  people ;  and 
they  are  not  going  back  to  the  people,  as  the 
members  of  Congress  must.  They  are  not  so 
immediately  identified  with  all  parts  of  the 
community.  What  we  have  done,  is  on  record 
— every  man  is  responsible  for  his  own  act. 
The  old  adage  is,  that,  by  its  fi'uit  the  tree  shall 
be  known.  What  has  been  the  result  of  this 
practice  for  the  last  twenty  years?  Where  has 
been  the  mischief?  Has  your  constitution  been 
violated?  Is  not  our  happy  situation  an  object 
of  congratulation?  Is  not  every  nation  which 
is  striving  to  break  the  fetters  of  slavery,  look- 
ing to  us  as  the  landmarks  by  which  they  are 
to  be  guided?  These  are  the  fi-uits  of  this  sys- 
tem, which  has  been  followed,  in  relation  to 
the  Presidential  election,  from  1800,  up  to  the 
present  day ;  which  has  been  sustained  by  the 
people;  and  which  has  some  of  the  greatest 
names  in  the  country  to  support  it. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina says,  that  the  grounds  of  holding  this 
meeting  were,  to  produce  union — but,  from  the 
signs  of  the  times,  he  eathers  the  belief  that  it 


cord.  Mr.  B.  said,  as  he  was  not  a  prophet, 
nor  the  son  of  a  prophet,  he  could  not  tell  what 
the  effect  of  the  meeting  would  be.  The  wis- 
dom of  the  people,  perhaps,  might  substitute 
something  else — the  people  care  little  about 
names.  We  have  adopted  a  plan,  by  which  we 
proposed  to  surrender  our  private  feelings, 
whatever  they  might  be,  upon  the  altar  of  the 
public  good.  I  ask  gentlemen  to  propose  a 
substitute  for  the  caucus.  Here  are  five  candi- 
dates, all  good  men ;  there  is  no  union  among 
the  people — they  are  divided  into  five  parties. 
What  is  to  be  the  result?  The  other  day  we 
were  a  band  of  brothers.  What  is  now  the 
case  ?  In  consequence  of  a  difference  of  opin- 
ion, slander  is  poured  out  from  the  press;  a 
thousand  pens  are  employed  in  the  work  of 
defamation;  every  infirmity  is  displayed;  cal- 
umny is  spread,  upon  every  side — and  it  is 
melancholy,  indeed,  to  reflect,  that  too  'many 
are  ready  to  believe  the  fabrications.  This  is 
now  but  a  little  spark,  but  it  may  spread  out 
tiU  it  consumes  every  thing  that  is  good  and 
valuable.  How  is  the  monster  to  be  stifled? 
Only  by  making  useful  sacrifices.  A  meeting, 
for  that  purpose,  .was  called — all  were  invited 
to  attend — ^the  object  was  to  arrive  at  some 
union;  to  close  these  flood-gates  of  iniquity; 
We  regretted  that  our  breUiren  did  not  all 
come  in  with  us.  Mr.  B.  said  he  arraigned 
no  man's  motives — each  one  must  go  his  own 
ways.  Other  counsels  might  prevail — he  dread- 
ed to  hear  what  might  be  the  result  of  the 
malignity  which  this  controversy  had  excited. 
He  was  prepared  to  unite  with  the  majority. 
This,  that,  or  the  other  name,  was  insignificant 
to  him,  compared  with  the  good  of  the  Union. 
It  is  said,  that  it  is  a  fallacy  to  pretend  that  we 
went  to  that  meeting  in  our  private  characters. 
We  are  told  that  the  President,  the  Heads  of 
Departments,  or  any  of  the  people,  might  go 
there,  with  equal  propriety ;  and  we  have  been 
told  a  humorous  anecdote  on  this  point,  con- 
cerning a  priest.  To  this,  Mr.  B.  answered, 
that  the  members  of  Congress  went  there,  to 
say  to  the  American  people,  that  they  believed 
this,  or  that,  candidate  would  be  most  acceptable 
to  the  people.  A  fact  only  was  to  be  made 
known.  Each  man  represents  the  feelings  of 
his  own  section  of  the  country.  James  Bar- 
bour represents  that  his  constituents  are  of  one 
opinion;  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
that  his  are  of  another.  The  members  attend- 
ing the  meeting  are  from  different  sections  of 
the  Union — ^they  are  the  organs  of  communica- 
tion. Their  meeting  is  merely  for  the  general 
concentration  of  opinion.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  animadverts  on  the  character 
assumed  by  the  members  in  the  meetingi-^liliat 
of  their  individual  capacity — and  asks,  why 
are  not  other  citizens  admitted  ?  The  answer 
to  this  remark  is  obvious.  Other  citizens  are 
not  in  the  situation  of  members  of  Congress, 
because  they  are  not  presumed,   as  are  the 
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wishes  of  the  great  body  of  the  people.  It  is 
not  the  official  station  that  gives  weight  to  an 
expression  of  the  opiuion  of  members  of  Con- 
gress; bnt  it  is  the  confidence  they  enjoy 
among  their  fellow-citizens  that  made  them 
members  of  Congress.  This  confidence  is  a 
part  of  their  character,  and  is  made  available 
in  their  private  capacity. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina says  he  never  attended  a  caucus.  This 
is  certainly  a  little  extraordinary  for  a  mem- 
ber of  this  body.  There  may  be  some  few  in- 
dividuals here  who  have  not  attended  such 
meetings ;  but  when  he  recollected  how  com- 
mon they  had  been,  for  the  last  forty  or  fifty 
years,  he  apprehended  there  were  few  who  had 
not  taken  part  in  them.  When  he  was  very 
young,  Mr.  B.  said  he  recollected  to  have  gone, 
with  his  honorable  colleague,  to  the  first  meet- 
ing of  this  kind  which  he  ever  attended. 
Under  authority  so  respectable,  and  in  such  a 
school,  he  had  first  become  acquainted  with 
the  system ;  and  he  had,  ever  since,  continued 
believing  that  its  results  must  be  beneficial. 
When  he  knew  that  this  system  was  approved 
by  older  men ;  that  it  had  been  used  effectually 
in  the  days  of  Jefferson,  he  could  hardly  believe 
that  the  younger  members  knew  aU  the  bene- 
fits that  had  been  derived  from  it.  It  is  too 
old  in  this  country — opposition  to  it  will  not 
do.  Some  may  be  opposed  to  it,  from  their 
private  views;  others  may  not  think  it  ex- 
pedient at  this  time.  Jhere  are  regular  cycles 
in  political  events  ;  and,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  did 
not  doubt  but  these  meetings,  by  and  by,  would 
become  popular  enough ;  for,  as  they  have  been 
so  heretofore,  it  will  be  seen  that  they  are  stiU 
necessary. 

In  regard  to  the  anti-caucus,  which  had  been 
spoken  of,  he  did  not  wish  to  become  the  ac- 
cuser of  any  man.  He  should,  therefore,  say 
nothing  of  it.  This  whole  subject  had  gone  out 
to  the  people.  It  ought  not  to  have  been 
touched  here.  There  has  been  a  fair  and  open 
appeal  to  the  people,'  and  the  Senate  should 
not  have  been  troubled  with  it.  There  we  are 
willing  to  meet  it ;  not  before  a  few  changelings 
in  the  country,  bnt  before  the  great  mass  of  the 
people,  who  are  independent,  and  who  stand 
clear  of  prejudices  on  this  subject  If,  when 
these  acts  are  fairly  laid  open,  such  a  tribunal 
condemns  us,  be  it  so.  Mr.  B.  said,  when  he 
embarked  on  the  sea  of  political  life,  he  well 
knew  that  there  were  shoals  in  it.  Some  get 
their  vessels  over  them  safely;  while  others 
strike  upon  them,  and  sink  forever.  But  he 
made  the  declaration  in  the  face  of  all  who 
heard  him,  that  he  had  the  approbation  of  what 
he  had  done,  in  his  own  conscience — that  was 
placed  beyond  aU  human  control ;  and,  when 
the  plaudits  of  this  world  should  cease,  that 
approbation  would  be  imperishable;  it  would 
enable  him  to  tread  the  shddowy  vale  of  death, 
without  fear  or  trembling.  Standing  on  this 
sure  foundation,  unseduced  by  ambition,  whose 
giddy  heights  he  had  never  essayed,  as  far  as 


it  concerned  his  personal  views,  he  was  above, 
and  he  rejoiced  in  his  attitude,  every  change 
in  political  opinion ;  and  if  the  Government  be 
honestly  administered,  he  oared  not  by  what 
hands,  or  to  whom  were  distributed  the  loaves 
and  fishes. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  he  should  vote 
against  an  indefinite  postponement.  The  State 
of  Maryland,  said  he,  has  instructed  its  Senators 
to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  obtain  such  an 
amendment  to  the  constitution  as  will  insure 
a  uniform  mode  of  election  throughout  the 
United  States,  of  President  and  Vice  President. 
The  district  mode  is  preferred  by  that  State, 
which  meets  my  concurrence,  and  I  shall  vote 
for  any  of  the  resolutions  that  will  be  most 
likely  to  succeed,  and  will  assure  that  mode. 
Having  entered  yesterday  into  my  reasons  on 
the  subject,  I  will  not  again  trespass  on  the 
time  of  the  Senate,  by  repetition.  Indeed,  Mr. 
President,  I  had  no  intention  of  speaking  on 
the  subject  again,  nor  should  I,  but  for  an  ob- 
servation made  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Hayne.)  He  has 
said,  "  that  I  was  the  first  who  introduced  the 
word  '  caucus '  into  the  discussion."  Why  this 
observation?  Por  what  purpose?  Was  it  any 
way  necessary  or  useful  to  his  argument? 

Mr.  HATms  explained.  He  certainly  meant 
nothing  unkind  towards  the  gentleman.  Regret 
had  been  expressed  that  this  word  had  been 
used;  and  he  had  merely  observed,  that  he  be- 
lieved that  it  had  first  been  used  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland. 

Mr.  Smith  resumed.  Mr.  President,  I  feel 
perfectly  confident  that  the  gentleman  enter- 
tains no  unfriendly  feelings  towards  me  per- 
sonally; but,  as  the 'remark  had  been  made,  I 
am  unwilling  that  the  discussion  of  a  subject 
so  unprofitable,  that  I  feel  mortified  at  its  being 
introduced,  and  so  little  comporting  with  the 
dignity  of  the  Senate,  should  be  attributed  to 
me.  I  regret  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  New  York  (Mr.  EJua)  should  have  deemed 
it  proper  to  introduce  it.  It  is  true  that  he 
qualified  it  by  a  new  name — "  central  power." 
However,  either  my  ears  deceived  me,  or  I 
heard  him  use  the  word  "  caucus,"  and  one 
member  opposite  took  it  down;  but,  whether 
he  did  or  not,  his  meaning  was  perfectly  under- 
stood ;  and,  if  I  used  it,  it  was  because  I  wished 
to  give  it  the  known  name — I  wished  to  call  a 
spade  a  spade. 

When  first  introduced,  I  considered  it  as  ac- 
cidental, and  treated  it  lightly,  as  I  thought  it 
merited.  But,  sir,  the  second  speech  of  the 
introducer,  and  the  elaborate  view  taken  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
have  given  to  it  form  and  substance.  Effect 
seems  now  to  be  contemplated,  and  we  must 
meet  it  as  we  best  can. 

I  am  not  surprised  at  the  course  taken  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 
He  was  too  young  to  know  the  extreme  difiBcul- 
ties  the  Eepublican  party  had  to  encounter,  and 
the  dangers  it  has  been  exposed  to  by  attempts. 
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calculated  to  create  schisms  that  might  have, 
bj  dividing,  exposed  it  to  great  danger ;  vrhich, 
in  my  humhle  opinion,  have  been  mainly  ob- 
viated and  avoided  by  the  caucus  system  Nor 
am  I  at  all  surprised  at  the  opposition  to  it  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
KiNa.)  That  gentleman  was  a  leading  chief  of 
the  Federal  party,  and  he,  no  doubt,  thinks, 
what  I  know  and  believe,  that,  owing  to  the 
caucus  system,  his  party  was  prostrated,  and 
the  Republican  party  brought  into  power ;  by 
which  change,  I  firmly  believe,  and  every  Ke- 
publican  does  believe,  that  the  nation  has  greatly 
benefited.  I  adhere  to  that  which  has  rendered 
such  essential  service  to  my  country,  and  the 
party  to  which  I  belong.  The  bridge  which 
has  carried  me  safe  over,  I  call  a  good  bridge. 
The  caucus  system  has  heretofore  been  ap- 
proved. I  attended  several,  was  president  at 
one — and  consistency  of  conduct  called  impe- 
riously on  me  to  attend  that  lately  held,  and 
which  has  met  with  the  disapprobation  of  the 
two  gentlemen.  It  appears,  also,  to  have  met 
with  the  displeasure  of  several  gentlemen  with 
whom  I  have  served  in  caucus  more  than  once. 
Well,  sir,  they  have  their  reasons,  such  as  are 
satisfactory  to  themselves,  with  which  I  have 
nothing  to  do.  That  of  being  conscientiously 
against  it,  they  cannot  oflter.  There  are  cer- 
tainly some  who  think  the  system  wrong  on 
principle.  The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
has  said  so ;  but  their  numbers,  among  poli- 
ticians, are  few.  I  have  not  met  with  many. 
May  we  not,  without  offence,  believe  that  men 
are  much  governed  by  the  consideration  of 
whether  the  caucus  wiU  or  wiU  not  support 
their  favorite  candidate!  And  must  we  not 
believe  that  those  who  have  heretofore  attended 
caucuses,  will  find  it  difficult  to  assign  any  other 
reason  for  absenting  themselves  from  that  which 
they  now  censure  ?  Indeed,  Mn  President,  I 
must  think  that  it  had  a  powerful  influence, 
although,  perhaps,  unknown  to  themselves.  I 
mean  no  reflection  on  any  one ;  but  form  my 
opinion  from  man  as  he  is  constituted. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  President,  take  a  view  of  the 
caucus  system,  as  it  has  operated ;  and,  I  trust, 
I  shall  be  able  to  show  that  it  has  enabled  the 
Bepublican  party  to  mount  into  power,  and 
has  tended,  mainly,  to  maintain  them  in  it. 
Upon  this  theme  I  act  as  a  party  man,  and 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  I  wish  to 
keep  my  party  in  power ;  that  I  believe  the 
caucus  system  is  the  most  efiectual  means ;  and 
that,  when  we  cease  to  use  it,  we  shall  thereby 
deprive  ourselves  of  one  most  powerful  instru- 
ment. Divide  and  conquer,  is  as  old  as  history 
— keep  together,  you  cannot  be  subdued. 
_  Mr.  President :  On  the  first  contested  elec- 
tion, between  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Jefiferson, 
Mr.  Adams  succeeded  by,  I  believe,  a  small 
majority.  It  was  believed  that  his  success  was 
owing  to  want  of  a  conjoined  eflfort,  a  concen- 
tration of  force,  on  the  nart  of  the  friends  of 


to  make  a  conjoined  effort  to  concentrate  all 
the  strength  of  the  party,  and  to  bind  each  to 
the  other,  that  they  would  use  their  best  exer- 
tions to  promote  the  election  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
I  did  not  attend,  but,  I  believe,  every  other 
member  of  either  House,  friendly  to  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, did  attend.  Who  were  they?  Men  cer- 
tainly as  capable  of  expounding  the  constitution 
as  any  gentleman  now  in  my  hearing ;  one  of 
them  the  writer,  in  part,  of  the  Federalist,  (to 
which  we  daily  refer,)  in  fact,  all  of  them  lead- 
ers in  the  Republican  ranks,  and  to  whom  we 
are  indebted  for  the  change  by  which  the  Re- 
publican party  came  into  power;  those  great 
men  are  now  charged,  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  with  being  promoters  of  a  system 
which,  in  its  consequences,  is  to  destroy  the 
constitution,  and  to  introduce  all  the  plagues 
of  Egypt.  Well,  sir,  I  am  not  surprised  at  this 
charge,  for  the  honorable  gentleman  was  one 
of  those  who  lost  the  power.  Losers  will  com- 
plain, and  we  ought  not  to  be  surprised  that  the 
gentleman  is  very  willing  to  put  down  a  system 
by  which  his  party  has  lost  their  power;  it  is 
natural,  and  it  is  as  natural  for  me  to  wish  to  con- 
tinue a  system,  by  which  I  (as  one  of  the  gain- 
ers) have  succeeded.  I  have  said  that  I  did  not 
attend  the  first  caucus ;  but,  sir,  I  assured  those 
who  did,  that  I  would  act  with  them,  and  I  did, 
as  the  people  of  Maryland  know.  I  used  exer- 
tions, that  I  think  I  should  not,  if  the  caucus 
had  not  been  held.  Its  decision  induced  me, 
and  others,  in  Maryland,  to  unexampled  exer- 
tion; much  depended  on  its  vote.  At  that 
time  the  State  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Adams.  It  was  changed  by  the  exertions  made 
by  the  Republicans,  which,  I  speak  with  con- 
fidence, would  not  have  been  made,  if  no  cau- 
cus had  been  held. 

A  caucus  was  held  at  the  second  election  of 
Mr.  Jefferson,  at  which  almost  every  Republican 
member  did  attend.  It  was  not  then  thought 
a  crime ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  deemed  meri- 
torious. If  I  had  not  attended  it,  I  am  sure  my 
constituents,  at  that  time,  would  have  been  dis- 
pleased ;  no  one  then  talked  of  a  caucus  being 
an  assumption  of  power ;  I  mean  no  Republican. 
I  believe  the  Federalists  did,  but  it  was  at- 
tributed to  the  injury  the  system  did  to  them 
as  a  party;  we  did  not  think  them  in  earnest; 
we  considered  their  opposition  as  arising  simply 
from  opposition. 

The  next  caucus  selected  Mr.  Madison,  and  I 
never  heard  that  he  thought  their  act  other 
than  constitutional ;  he  had  attended  the  first 
caucus  in  Philadelphia,  and  was  a  principal 
leader  in  it.  He  accepted  the  nomination.  "We 
all  know  that  he  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Monroe. 
A  schism  was  threatened  (by  that  opposition) 
in  the  Republican  party ;  it  was  supported  by 
the  Federal  party,  and  never  was  the  Repub- 
lican party  in  greater  danger.  What  prevented 
that  great  evil  ?    The  caucus  nomination.    So 
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Mr.  President:  Some  (now  present)  know 
that  a  schism  in  the  Republican  party  had  nearly 
taken  place,  on  the  election  of  the  present  Chief 
Magistrate.  The  opposition  to  him  was  strong 
in  numbers  and  character,  and  there  was  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  Eepublican  party 
would  be  severed.  How  was  it  avoided?  The 
Republicans  met  as  brethren  of  the  same  family, 
agreed  on  Mr.  Monroe,  and  all  supported  him. 
He  and  the  Vice  President  were  informed,  by 
letters,  signed  by  me  and  the  secretary  of  the 
caucus,  of  their  nomination,  to  which  they  re- 
plied, by  letters,  which  have  been  published. 
Neither  showed  any  reluctance  at  the  mode  of 
nomination ;  neither  objected  to  a  caucus  power 
of  nomination ;  they  both  seemed  well  satisfied, 
and  appeared  to  accept  with  pleasure.  The 
present  President  expressed  himself,  with  strong 
approbation,  of  the  source  of  nomination.  His 
words  are — "Deeply  penetrated  by  this  dis- 
tinguished mark  of  confidence,  emanating  from 
such  a  source."     What  som-ce  ?    The  caucus. 

I  have  shown  that  the  caucus  system  has 
been  considered,  by  our  three  Republican  Presi- 
dents, as  not  only  constitutional,  but  expedient. 
They  have  never  said  that  it  was  dangerous  to 
the  liberties  of  the  country.  It  has  existed  for 
twenty-four  years,  and  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple appear  just  as  safe,  and  rather  safer,  than 
some  of  us  thought  they  were  prior  to  its  being 
adopted. 

Now,  sir,  suppose  that  all  the  Republicans 
had  met  (agreeably  to  open  invitation)  like 
brethren  of  the  same  famUy,  as  they  did  on  aU 
former  occasions,  and  had  agreed  (as  they  might 
have  done)  on  a  candidate,  what  would  have 
been  the  consequence?  It  might  have  con- 
tinued the  union  of  the  party.  And  of  what 
mighty  consequence  is  it,  which  of  the  candi- 
dates shall  be  successful  ?  Either  of  them  wUl 
do  tolerably  well.  Congress  will  take  care 
that  neither  shall  do  much  harm.  I  have  my 
preference,  I  admit;  but,  had  another  been 
selected,  I  would  have  supported  him ;  for  my 
object  is  union  in  the  Republican  party.  Gen- 
tlemen (many  of  them  my  friends)  with  whom 
I  have  acted  through  the  worst  of  tunes,  de- 
clined to  attend ;  their  motives  are  their  own. 
But  what  is  the  effect  ?  A  complete  disunion 
of  the  Republican  party,  divided  into  at  least 
four  parties ;  the  whole  in  a  state  of  distraction. 
Father  againSt  son,  brother  against  brother ;  all 
in  a  state  of  complete  confusion ;  and  what  for  ? 
For  a  principle  ?  No,  sir,  there  is  no  principle 
involved.  "What,  then,  is  aU  this  noise  about  ? 
Why,  whether  you  shall  choose  A,  B,  C,  or  D ; 
and,  choose  which  you  wUl  of  the  candidates, 
the  nation  will  (if  the  people  choose  such  Con- 
gresses as  the  three  last)  move  on  majestically 
towards  its  great  destiny.  When  I  look  around, 
I  am  surprised  at  the  excitement  artificially 
created.  Now,  Mr.  President,  the  difference 
between  those  who  attended  the  caucus,  and 
those  who  did  not,  I  take  to  be  this :  that  those 
who  went,  were  anxious  to  unite  on  some  one 
Republican  candidate,  and  support  him,  be  he  | 


whom  he  might,  and  thus  preserve  the  union 
of  the  party ;  and  those  who  did  not  attend, 
were  willing  to  risk  all,  rather  than  run  the 
risk  of  their  candidate  being  in  the  minority. 
From  this  last,  I  except,  of  course,  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  and  the  conscien- 
tious. 

Mr.  President :  In  a  Government  like  ours, 
where  many  of  our  great  officers  are  elected, 
there  must  be  some  mode  adopted  by  which  to 
concentrate  the  votes  of  the  people.  They 
cannot  (scattered  as  th^  are)  know  the  candi- 
dates— ^it  is  morally  impossible:  the  voters 
must  therefore  depend  on  some  person,  some 
public  bodies,  or  on  private  meetings  for  infor- 
mation, as  to  the  best  character  for  the  office. 
For  instance,  "for  President."  Well,  sir,  it 
has  been  thought,  for  twenty-four  years  last 
past,  that  the  members  of  Congress,  elected  by 
the  people,  and  in  whom  they  had  deposited  all 
confidence,  was  the  best  source  for  information. 
Has  that  source  deceived  the  people  in  any  one 
instance  ?  I  understand  that  the  Congressional 
caucus  reconunended  Jefferson,  Madison,  and 
Monroe.  The  pgople  elected  them;  and  ex- 
perience has  shown  that  the  reliance  placed  by 
the  people  in  the  caucus  nomination  of  all  three 
has  turned  out  perfectly  satisfactory,  and  no 
injury  has  resulted  therefrom.  It  is  rational 
to  suppose,  that  the  members  of  Congress  have 
better  opportimities  of  knowing  the  character 
and  talents  of  the  several  candidates,  than  those 
who  have  never  seen  them,  and  never  acted 
with  them.  However,  the  caucus  mode  is  de- 
nounced, and  now  let  us  see  what  is  to  be  sub- 
stituted, for  there  will  be  a  substitute.  It  is  in 
the  nature  of  our  Government.  It  cannot  be 
avoided.  Well,  sir,  one  State,  by  an  act  of  its 
Legislature,  nominates  its  favorite,  that  is,  the 
favorite  of  a  majority  of  the  body;  another 
Legislature,  in  their  private  capacity,  nomi- 
nate their  candidate,  .and  forbid  their  members 
of  Congress,  cjiosen,  as  they  are,  by  the  people, 
from  recommending  a  candidate.  Now,  sir,  I 
would  ask,  how  many  of  that  Legislature  knew 
any  of  the  other  candidates  except  the  one 
recommended  by  them  ?  perhaps  three  or  four, 
who  may  have  been  in  Congress.  Other  States 
have  pursued  a  similar  course,  with  as  little 
knowledge  of  the  candidates.  Each  State  has 
its  favorite  candidate ;  of  him  they  may  know 
something.  But  how  they  can  be  capable  of 
forming  a  judgment  between  him  and  those 
who  are  opposed  to  him,  I  know  not.  Many 
State  Legislatures  have  undertaken  to  recom- 
mend, whilst  they  reprobate  the  caucus  nomi- 
nation. Another  mode  has  been  adopted :  by 
convention.  I  should  like  to  know  how  the 
delegates  to  the  convention  are  chosen:  are 
they  by  the  people  ?  I  believe  not.  A  few 
people  meet ;  their  numbers  may  be  ten,  fifty, 
or  any  other  number,  and  they  appoint  the 
delegates ;  and,  thus  chosen,  they  meet  in  con- 
vention, and  select  their  candidates.  Now, 
Mr.  President,  whether  either  of  those  modes  is 
preferable  to  a  caucus,  or  whether  any  of  them 
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are  equal  to  it,  is  to  be  determined.  For  my 
part,  I  thought  the  old  mode  was  the  best,  and 
I  have  adopted  it.  I  have  exercised  my  own 
opinion.  I  have  given  myself  no  uneasiness 
about  that  of  others.  And  I  must  think,  an 
interference  with  the  opinion  of  those  who  at- 
tended the  caucus,  was  wholly  irrelevant  to  the 
subject  matter  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Eaton,  of  Tennessee,  said,  he  considered 
this  subject  of  discussion  as  altogether  improper, 
and  thought  it  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to 
remain  any  longer  before  the  Senate.  The 
Senate  has  now  spent  two  days  in  debating  the 
question,  whether  it  is  proper  for  members  of 
Congress  to  go  into  caucus.  He  sincerely  be- 
lieved that  such  a  subject  was  unbecoming  the 
dignity  of  the  body,  and  that  it  would  place  the 
members  in  no  very  elevated  view  before  the 
public.  His  object  was  to  put  an  end  to  the 
discussion.  He  suggested  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate,  whether  it  was  not  better  to  let  it 
end  here.  He  moved  that  the  resolution  be 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  question  on  Mr.  E.'s  motion  was  put,  and 
passed  in  the  negative.  The  question  then  re- 
curred on  indefinite  postponement. 

Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  next  addressed 
the  Chair.  He  said  that  these  resolutions  had 
been  referred  to  a  select  committee ;  they  had 
been  maturely  considered  and  reported  upon 
by  that  committee ;  and  now,  because  a  certain 
other  subject,  not  connected  with  them,  had 
been  introduced,  no  vote  was  to  be  taken  upon 
them.  What  is  the  question  before  the  Senate  ? 
It  is  upon  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
resolutions ;  and  not  upon  their  subject-matter. 
"Why  should  not  a  fair  vote  be  taken  on  them  ? 
Gentlemen  who  are  not  entirely  decided  on 
business  before  the  Senate  generally  vote  for  a 
postponement.  He  thought  no  proposition  to 
amend  the  constitution,  that  had  ever  been 
before  the  Senate,  had  so  much  in  favor  of  it, 
as  the  one  that  had  been  reported  by  this  com- 
mittee. It  had,  first  or  last,  been  recommended 
by  almost  every  one  of  the  States.  And  now, 
after  all  the  time  that  has  been  spent  about  it, 
after  one  of  the  propositions  had  been  discussed 
at  full  length,  they  are  all  to  be  thrown  by. 
He  well  knew  that  men  would  do,  in  relation 
to  these  things,  as  they  thought  right.  He  con- 
sidered it  an  extremely  unfortunate  circum- 
stance, that  a  subject  which  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  real  question  before  the  Senate  had 
been  introduced,  and  was  about  to  destroy  all 
chance  of  considering  the  amendments  to  the 
constitution. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  knew  that  no  amendment 
could  now  be  made  to  afiect  the  next  election. 
There  must  be  a  concession  of  opinion  some- 
where— everybody  feels  the  embarrassments  we 
are  laboring  under ;  and  yet  we  are  not  per- 
mitted to  go  on  and  discuss  the  amendments  by 
which  these  evils  might  be  rsfnedied.  This 
amendment,  he  thought,  would  insure  an  elec- 
tion, without  going  to  the  House  of  Kepresenta- 


It  is  time  enough  to  postpone  them,  when  we 
find  that  we  cannot  make  one  that  is  fit  to  be 
adopted.  We  shall,  then,  have  done  our  duty 
to  our  constituents  as  faithful  men.  But  now 
we  are  about  to  postpone  them  at  the  very 
threshold.  If  there  ever  was  a  time  when  the 
subject  could  be  met  gravely,  it  is  the  present. 
What  was  the  condition  of  the  country  at  the 
time  of  the  difiiculty  in  the  election  of  Jefierson 
and  Burr?  Great  anxiety  was  spread  from 
one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other.  The 
House  of  Kepresentatives  was  voting  thirty 
times  without  coming  to  a  decision — the  most 
serious  alarm  pervaded  the  country.  And  yet, 
with  this  knowledge  before  us,  we  are  not 
willing  to  make  provision  against  similar  oc- 
currences. There  was  a  charge  of  foreign  par- 
tiality on  each  side  of  the  great  parties  existing 
at  that  time.  One  was  accused  of  fondness  for 
the  British ;  the  other,  for  the  French.  There 
is  no  disposition  of  that  kind  now.  We  have 
peace,  and  we  have  plenty  to  eat ;  and,  thank 
Heaven,  the  tariff  bill  has  not  yet  passed. 
Some  think  that  the  amendment  will  produce 
a  consolidation  of  the  Government,  and  that  the 
State  lines  wdl  be  lost.  But  almost  all  the 
States  have  agreed  to  it — almost  all  of  them 
have  called  for  the  districting  system.  Mr.  M. 
said  he  did  not  believe  that  it  would  destroy 
the  constitution.  He  had  heard  so  much,  and 
so  often,  of  the  destruction  of  the  constitution, 
that  he  had  almost  become  an  infidel  in  respect 
to  it.  We  have  stood  a  sedition  law,  and  an 
alien  law,  and  there  is  not  much  danger  but  we 
may  get  along  with  any  thing  else.  We  have 
had  these  amendments  regularly  brought  before 
us ;  and  now,  all  at  once,  because  allusions  have 
been  made  to  another  subject,  we  cannot  look 
at  the  amendments — we  have  got  into  a  passion, 
and  we  must  give  them  up.  Kearly  all  the 
States  have  approved  the  districting  system — 
and  how  is  it  to  destroy  the  constitution  ?  The 
liberty  of  this  nation  does  not,  nor  does  that  of 
any  other,  depend  upon  paper.  It  must  have  a 
foundation  in  the  hearts  of  the  people.  Let  a 
man  depend  upon  himself,  and  he  is  free.  If 
he  is  dependent  on  another,  black  or  white,  he 
win  not  be  free.  Freedom  rests  upon  our  de- 
pendence or  independence.  The  people  had,  at 
first,  a  great  dread  of  the  President  and  Senate; 
but  that  fear  has  passed  away. 

We  have  now  more  candidates  for  the  Pres- 
idency than  we  have  ever  had  before.  How 
are  my  people,  said  Mr.  M.,  to  know  these 
men  ?  Why,  when  I  go  home,  they  will  ask 
me  whom  I  think  to  be  the  best  man;  or, 
rather,  who  will  tax  them  the  least  ?  which  is 
the  same  thing.  And,  I  presume,  the  same 
questions  are  put  to  other  members.  I  am  glad 
my  colleague  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  question,  for  I  hope  the  subject  will  not  be 
postponed.  In  regard  to  caucuses,  I  have  nc 
confessions  to  make.  I  have  gone  into  caucus 
as  honestly  as  I  go  to  church.  I  do  not  car( 
how  many  caucuses,  or  how  few.  there  are.    1 
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was,  about  twenty  yeai-s  past,  taken  in  by  a 
caucus,  and  said  I  would  not  attend  another.  I 
had  intended  to  have  given  a  history  of  some,  on 
different  sides,  but  it  is  decided  not  to  be  in  order. 

How  the  choice  of  Electors,  by  districts, 
could  possibly  prevent  an  election  of  President, 
as  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  I  cannot  possibly  perceive.  The  num- 
ber of  votes  given  by  the  districts  would  be 
equal  to  that  now  given.  I  do  not  understand 
how  it  can  prevent  an  election.  Every  genera- 
tion has  its  own  notions  in  politics  as  well  as  in 
religion.  Religious  and  political  ideas  are  con- 
stantly changing.  The  Book  of  Judges  gives  a 
description  of  these  changes,  where  it  speaks  of 
the  departure  of  the  people,  after  the  death  of 
Joshua.  So  we  forgot  the  principles  which  pro- 
duced the  Eevolntion.  My  State,  happily,  is 
neither  a  large  nor  a  small  one.  It  enjoys  about 
an  equal  population,  and  does  not  increase  much. 
What  benefit  can  the  present  provision  of  the 
constitution  be  if  we  can  get  no  President  by 
it  ?  I  hope  the  Senate  will  return  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  proposed  amendments. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Btjken,  the  Senate 
then  adjourned. 


,  MosTDAT,  March  22. 
Amendments  to  the  Constitution — Caucvs  Sys- 
tem. 

The  unfinished  business  of  Friday  last,  being 
the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  proposing 
amendments  to  the  constitution,  in  relation  to 
the  election  of  President  and  Vice  President, 
was  again  taken  up.  The  question  was  upon 
Ml".  Mills's  motion  to  postpone  the  whole  sub- 
ject indefinitely. 

[The  Chair,  previous  to  the  commencement 
of  the  discussion,  intimated  its  in  tention  to  re- 
strict the  debate  to  the  immediate  question 
upon  the  indefinite,  postponement  of  the  resolu- 
tions.] 

Mr.  DiOKEESON,  of  New  Jersey,  said  that  he 
was  disposed  to  yield  a  cheerful  obedience  to  the 
decision  of  the  Chair,  although  he  had  not  had 
the  opportunity  of  replying  to  some  pointed  ob- 
servations of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Hatne,)  which  might  be  easily  an- 
swered. He  regretted  that  the  subject  had  been 
introduced,  as  it  was  calculated  to  create  much 
unnecessary  excitement.  The  discussion  of  it, 
however,  had  given  him  no  uneasiness,  either  as 
it  respected  himself,  or  his  friends ;  and  he  was 
perfectly  content  to  let  it  rest  where  it  was. 

I  shaU,  said  Mr.  D.,  confine  myself  to  the  mo- 
tion which  admits  a  discussion  of  the  merits  of 
the  resolutions  to  be  postponed.  And  it  is  with 
reluctance  I  again  speak  upon  this  question ;  for 
I  fear  that  it  will  be  found  impossible  in  the 
mode  now  proposed  to  introduce  any  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
which  shall  have  the  least  bearing  upon  the  rel- 
ative power  of  the  great  and  small  States. 
Mutual  jealousies  are  easily  excited.  The  in- 
terests of  the  great  and  small  States  are  easUy 


set  in  array  against  each  other.  Any  attempt 
to  promote  a  plan  of  mutual  concession,  a  plan 
upon  which  the  constitution  itself  was  formed, 
may  be  represented  as  an  invasion  of  the  rights 
of  one  class  of  States,  and  an  abandonment  of 
those  of  the  other.  At  this  time,  such  a  con- 
stitution as  \jre  now  have,  could  not  be  formed.  It 
was  adopted  at  a  fortunate  period.  Fortunately 
for  the  large  States,  stUl  more  so  for  the  smaU. 
For  these  reasons,  1  begin  to  despair  of  seeing 
any  of  the  proposed  amendments  succeed,  un- 
less upon  a  call  of  a  •onvention  of  the  States, 
under  the  fifth  article  of  the  constitution ;  and, 
therefore,  I  was  disposed  to  let  the  subject  rest, 
at  least  for  the  present  session. 

The  gentleman  from  Missouri  (Mr.  Benton) 
has  shown,  in  the  strongest  colors,  the  dangers 
of  our  present  system,  and  the  absolute  necessity 
of  districting  the  States  for  the  purpose  of  choos- 
ing a  President,  so  as  to  leave  me  but  little  to 
add  upon  that  subject.  A  bare  majority  in  the 
Legislatures  of  six  of  the  large  States,  having 
133  Electors,  can  completely  control  the  rest  of 
the  Union,  upon  the  election  of  a  President, 
under  the  present  system :  that  is,  a  little  more 
than  one-fourth  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  can  impose  a  President  upon  the  residue, 
amounting  to  nearly  three-fourths.  This  is  an 
enormous  power,  growing  out  of  the  operation 
of  the  constitution,  but  which  was  not  foreseen 
by  those  who  formed  that  instrument.  By  this, 
the  small  States,  containing  a  large  majority  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  may  be  ren- 
dered utterly  insignificant  in  the  choice  of  a 
Presirlent.  By  this,  the  voice  of  eighteen,  of 
the  twenty-four  States,  may  be  completely  sup- 
pressed. But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Tayloe)  says  this  is  one  of  the  great  federal 
features  of  the  constitution,  which  ought  to  be 
held  sacred.  Whether  it  be  federal,  or  whether 
is  be  national,  it  is  equally  dangerous  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people.  This  enormous  power 
must  be  dreaded  by  all  but  those  who  wield  it. 
It  must  be  dreaded  by  all  but  the  influential 
men  in  the  great  States,  who  may  control  those 
States,  and  through  them,  the  Union. 

The  small  States  ask  the  large  to  divest  them- 
selves of  this  enormous  power,  by  adopting  a 
system  of  single  districts,  for  the  choice  of  Elec- 
tors. The  great  States  refuse  to  yield  up  any 
portion  of  this  power,  unless  the  small  States 
consent  to  make  a  corresponding  concession  on 
their  part. 

What  is  the  power  of  the  small  States,  when 
the  election  of  a  President  devolves  upon  the 
House  of  Eepresentatives  ?  Thirty-one  Kepre- 
sentatives,  from  the  thirteen  small  States,  can, 
by  possibility,  elect  the  President,  against  the 
182  Eepresentatives :  that  is,  about  one-seventh 
of  the  Eepresentatives  may  control  the  other 
six-sevenths  upon  the  election  of  a  President. 
And  this  is  the  other  great  federal  feature  of  the 
constitution  to  which  some  gentlemen  of  late 
appear  to  be  much  attached.  Under  one  of 
these  great  federal  features  of  the  constitution, 
the  power  of  the  small  States  may  be  completely 


536 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


Senate.] 


Amendments  to  the  Conititutwn — Caucus  St/stem. 


[Mabch,  1824. 


merged  in  the  election  by  Electors.  Under  the 
other,  the  power  of  the  great  States  may  be  as 
completely  merged  in  the  election  of  a  Pres- 
ident, in  the  House  of  Eepi-esentatives.  Can 
any  thing  be  more  incongruous,  more  prepos- 
terous, more  monstrous  ?  The  venerable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  who  fears  the  national, 
but  is  charmed  with  the  great  federal  features 
of  our  constitution,  compares  the  operations  of 
our  Government  to  those  of  the  steam  engine ; 
and  he  informs  us  of  a  variety  of  safety  valves, 
by  which  the  steam  may  pass  off,  without 
danger  to  the  machine.  I  do  not  perceive  the 
efficacy  of  those  safety  valves,  in  the  dangerous 
Operation  of  choosing  a  President  of  the  United 
States.  If  we  continue  those  two  great  federal 
features  of  our  constitution,  without  modifica- 
tion, the  engine  will  not  bear  the  force  to  be 
applied ;  the  steam  will  become  irresistible ;  we 
shall  increase  the  pressure,  till  we  burst  the 
boiler. 

The  small  States,  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, can  choose  a  President  against  the  voice 
of  the  large,  and  an  attempt  to  alter  the  relative 
power  of  the  States,  in  this  particular,  even  with 
their  own  consent,  for  it  cannot  be  otherwise, 
is  considered  as  a  deadly  blow  at  the  power  of 
the  small  States — a  power  necessary  to  their 
existence.    Is  it  necessary  to  the  existence  of 
the  smaU  States,  that  they  should   possess  a 
power,  under  any  circumstances,  to  impose  a 
President  upon  the  United  States,  against  the 
voice  of  si?-sevenths,  or  even  against  the  voice 
of  a  majority  of  the  people  ?    Is  it  necessary  to 
their  existence  that  they  should  have   more 
weight  in  such  an  election  than  their  federal 
numbers  would  give  them  ?    The  exercise  of 
this  extraordinary  power  of  choosing  a  Presi- 
dent, in  the  House  of  Representatives,  has  oc- 
curred but  once  in  six  and  thirty  years,  and 
even  that  afforded  no  peculiar  advantages  to 
the  small  States.      On  the  contrary,  it  put  in 
jeopardy  their  very  existence.    A  combination 
among  six  of  the  large  States  can  completely 
control  the  residue  of  the  States  upon  the  elec- 
tion  of   President   by  the  Electors,  and  this 
power  may  be  called  into  operation  every  four 
years,  and  may  be  continued  without  interrup- 
tion, as  long  as  those  States  can  agree  as  to 
their  dividends,  while  the  small  States  can  only 
come  in  for  a  casual  exercise  of  their  extraor- 
dinary power,  when  the  great  States  disagree 
among  themselves,  and  which  has  happened  but 
once  since  the  establishment  of  our  Govern- 
ment.    This  power,  however,  which  may  be 
casually  exercised  by  the  small  States,  must  and 
will  lead  to    combinations   among    the  large 
States,  to  prevent  a  resort  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives;  a  regard  to  their  own  interests 
imposes  upon  them  the  necessity  of  such  com- 
biiiation's ;  an  anomalous  case  of  a  necessity  on 
the  part  of  the  strong  to  comlDin.e  against  the 
weak. 
Of  what  advantage  is  this  power  to  the  small 
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then  considered  as  agreat  calamity  ?  There  can 
be  none.  What  advantage  can  there  be  in  re- 
taining a  power  v^hich  it  will  be  dangerous  to 
exercise  ?  None.  Ambitious  individuals  in  the 
small  States  may  casually  derive  an  importance 
from  their  situation,  in  the_  exercise  of  this 
power,  but  this  can  be  of  no  importance  to  the 
people  of  the  State  to  which  such  individuals 
may  belong. 

There  is  a  power,  however,  vested  in  the  small 
States,  beyond  their  numerical  strength,  upon 
which  their  existence  depends — their  equal  vote 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.    But  this  is  a 
power,  not  to  give  the  small  States  an  undue 
influence  in  the  choice  of  a  President,  not  to  en- 
able them  to  impose  laws  upon  the  large  States, 
but  a  preventive  power — a  power  to  arrest  the 
progress  of   laws  which  might  infringe  their 
rights  or  interests.     It  is  a  species  of  veto,  by 
which  the  Senators  of  twelve  States,  however 
small  the  population  of  those  States,  can  affec- 
tually  prevent  the  passing  of  any  law  which 
they  may  think  against  their  interests.    With- 
out this    power,  the  small    States  must  im- 
mediately fall  a  prey  to  the  large.    Whether 
this  principle  of  veto  should  have  been  carried 
further  by  the  constitution,  it  is  unnecessary 
now  to  inquire.     Fortunately,  there  is  one  point 
on  which  this  principle  of  veto  rests  in  a  single 
State — it  is  for  the  preservation  of  that  sacred 
part  of  our  constitution — the  equal  vote  of  the 
States  in  the  Senate ;  the  only  part  which  is 
put  beyond  the  reach  of  alteration.    By  the  5th 
article  of  the  constitution,  no  State,  without  its 
consent,  shall  be  deprived  of  its  equal  suffrage 
in  the  Senate ;  and,  as  no  amendment  to  the 
constitution  can  take  place,  which  will  not  ap- 
ply equally  to  all  the  States,  it  is  evident  that 
the  smaU  States  never  can  lose  this  right,  unlesg 
they  unanimously  consent  to  it.     All  the  fears, 
therefore,  of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  that 
the  small  States,  by  giving  up  a  portion  of  power 
in  choosing  a  President,  shall  endanger  their 
equal  vote  in  the  Senate,  are  without  founda- 
tion.    While  a  single  principle  of  the  constitu- 
tion is  left,  this  right  wiU  remain  inviolate. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  seems  to 
think  the  proposition  now  offered  a  perfectly 
novel  one.  True,  it  has  never  before  been  pre- 
sented as  an  amendment  to  the  constitution; 
but  it  is  as  old  as  the  constitution  itself.  On 
the  17th  July,  1787,  it  was  agreed  unanimously, 
in  the  Federal  Convention,  that  the  President 
should  be  elected  by  the  National  Legislature; 
and  for  a  long  time  this  was  thought  the  safer 
mode,  even  in  the  first  instance  of  choosing  a 
President,  by  this  enlightened  and^  patriotic 
assembly  of  statesmen,-  some  of  whom,  at  least; 
entertain  no  hostility  to  the  power  of  the  small 
States.  It  was  not  then  discovered  that  such 
an  election  would  endanger  the  existence  of  the 
Union. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  tliinks 
there  would  be  great  danger  from  the  influence 
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gress,  in  their  choice  of  a  President.  But,  would 
not  this  influence  operate  as  strongly,  nay,  much 
more  so,  upon  the  House  of  Representatives, 
voting  as  States  upon  that  question,  under  the 
present  system?  The  gaining  one  member  of 
the  joint  meeting  would  be  no  more  than  gain- 
ing one  vote  out  of  the  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
one,  while  the  gaining  one  member  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  might  be  gaining  a 
twenty-fourth  part  of  the  whole.  "When  a 
State  has  but  one  Representatives,  this  would 
be  obviously  the  case,  as  it  would  be,  when  the 
Representatives  of  a  State  should  be  so  divided 
as  that  the  change  of  one  would  give  the  vote  of 
the  State  to  one  candidate  or  to  the  other — so 
that,  by  possibility,  the  gaining  of  thirteen  votes 
might  change  the  fate  of  a  Presidential  elec- 
tion ;  take  it  from  one  candidate,  and  give  it  to 
another.  In  the  latter  case,  the  danger  would 
be  truly  formidable ;  in  the  former,  it  would 
be  no  greater  than,  resorting  a  second  time  to 
the  Electors. 

Mr.  Tayloe,  of  Virginia,  said  he  was  opposed 
to  the  district  system,  because  it  had  a  ten- 
dency to  deprive  all  the  States,  great  and  small, 
of  a  portion  of  their  power,  and  because  it  in- 
terfered with  the  separate  character  of  the 
States,  as  independent  sovereignties.  He  illus- 
trated this  view  of  the  subject  by  several  re- 
marks, and  then  proceeded  to  state  that  he  con- 
curred in  the  opinion  that  had  been  expressed 
in  debate,  that  the  district  system  was  calculat- 
ed to  bring  the  election  of  President  into  the 
House  of  Representatives.  Mr.  T.  fully  con- 
curred in  the  views  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Hatne,)  that  great  evils 
would  arise  from  the  constant  interference  of 
Congress  in  the  Presidential  election,  and  that 
any .  amendment  to  the  constitution  would  be 
very  objectionable  which  would  have  the  effect 
of  making  that  interference  more  frequent.  He 
said  it  had  been  a  great  object  with  him  for 
many  years  to  effect  some  amendment  to  the 
constitution,  which  might  secure  the  election 
of  the  President,  without  troubling  Congress 
with  it.  He  might  not  live  to  see  that  desir- 
able object  accomplished,  but  he  hoped  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  would. 

As  to  the  question  of  a  Congressional  caucus 
for  the  nomination  of  candidates  for  the  Presi- 
dency, Mr.  T.  said  he  never  had  any  doubt  that 
such  a  nomination  was  a  clear  violation  of  the 
spirit  of  the  constitution.  On  that  subject,  he 
believed,  his  sentiments  were  in  print.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  preposterous  for  gentlemen  to 
contend  that,  in  making  such  a  nomination, 
they  acted  in  their  private  capacities.  Mr.  T. 
here  entered  into  some  arguments  to  prove  that 
members  of  Congress  could  not  meet  at  the  Seat 
of  Government  and  nominate  a  candidate  for 
the  Presidency,  without  making  it  a  public  busi- 
ness. The  people  would  so  regard  it,  and  it 
would  produce  the  same  effect  as  if  the  nomi- 
nation was  made  by  members  in  their  legisla- 
tive capacities. 

His  honorable  fnend  and  colleague  (Mr.  Bae- 


boue)  had  stated  that  he  (Mr.  Tatloe)  had 
been  his  instructor  in  respect  to  caucusing,  and 
that  he  had  introduced  him  into  the  first  caucus 
he  ever  attended.  His  colleague,  if  he  had  re- 
ceived any  instructions  from  him  on  the  sub- 
ject, had  certainly  profited  greatly  by  them. 
He  had  been  a  very  apt  scholar  in  his  lessons, 
and  had  far  outstripped  his  master.  But  his 
colleague  was  greatly  mistaken.  He  had  never 
attended  a  caucus,  cither  in  Congress  or  else- 
where, for  the  purpose  of  nominating  candidates 
for  offices.  Such  p»ooeeding3  he  considered 
very  dangerous,  and  altogether  unconstitu- 
tional. 

The  meeting  to  which  the  gentleman  had  al- 
luded was  held  by  some  of  the  members  of  the 
Virginia  Legislature,  for  the  single  purpose  of 
preparing  resolutions  to  be  proposed  in  the 
Legislature.  Mr.  T.  said  he  did  not  agree  with 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  that  informal 
meetings  for  preparing  bills  or  resolutions  to  be 
proposed  to  legislative  bodies  had  any  resem- 
blance to  a  Congressional  caucus,  intended  to 
transfer  from  the  States  their  constitutional 
check  and  influence  in  the  election  of  a  Presi- 
dent to  Congress.  It  had  been  said,  indeed, 
that  a  Congressional  caucus  acted  only  in  their 
private  characters.  To  illustrate  this  assertion : 
we  have  all  heard  of  what  is  called  a  bull  dance. 
Suppose  sixty  or  seventy  of  the  gravest  and  most 
respectable  private  citizens  should  assemble 
and  entertain  the  spectators  with  jigs,- rigadoons, 
and  hornpipes,  would  not  their  private  charac- 
ters be  estimated  in  contemplating  the  exhibi- 
tion ?  But,  if  the  same  number  of  members  of 
Congress  should  assemble  and  exhibit  a  similar 
scene,  would  not  their  public  characters  be  also 
estimated  ?  So,  when  assembled  for  nominating 
a  President,  it  is  their  public  characters,  and 
those  only,  which  are  intended  to  influence  the 
election ;  and  such  an  influence  destroys  that  of 
the  States,  bestowed  by  the  constitution  for 
self-preservation,  by  transferring  to  Congress  a 
power  conferred  on  the  States.  Their  charac- 
ters will  follow  them  into  a  caucus,  either  for 
the  purpose  of  a  bull  dance,  or  for  nominating 
a  President. 

Mr.  T.  said  that  he  had  not  previously  men- 
tioned the  word  caucus  in  this  debate,  nor  should 
he  have  now  done  so,  had  he  not  been  person- 
ally called  upon ;  but  that,  if  the  resolutions  for 
amending  the  constitution  should  be  taken  up, 
it  would  be  necessary  to  consider  that  subject 
as  having  a  tendency  towards  that  consolidated 
and  concentrated  form  of  government  towards 
which  we  were  verging  with  awful  rapidity. 
At  this  juncture,  its  thorough  examination 
would  produce  an  excitement  inconsistent  with 
a  discreet  consideration  of  the  amendments ; 
and  therefore  he  concurred  in  the  proposed 
postponement. 

Mr.  Kelly,  of  Alabama,  next  took  the  floor, 
and  began  with  observing  that  he  would  en- 
deavoi',  so  far  as  it  was  practicable,  to  withdraw 
the  subject  under  debate  fi-om  the  fog  with 
which  it  had  been  enveloped,  and  to  conform 
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to  the  rule  of  debate  prescribed  by  the  Chair. 
He  remarked  that  tlie  whole  discussion  on  this 
caucus  question  had  arisen  from  a  want  of  for- 
bearance on  the  part  of  the  gentlemen  who  had 
advocated  that  measure.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  (Mr.  King)  had  been  charged  with  a 
change  of  opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  consti- 
tutional amendments,  and  had  risen  in  his  de- 
fence, and  justified  his  disposition  to  delay  act- 
ing on  the  subject  at  this  crisis,  on  account  of 
the  central  power  which  now  presumed  to  se- 
lect candidates  for  the  Presidency  and  Vice 
Presidency  of  the  United  States.  Whether  he 
actually  used  the  cabalistic  and  portentous 
word,  caucus,  or  not,  I  hold  it,  said  Mr.  K.,  im- 
material. He  certainly  spoke  of  a  central  power 
that  had  arisen  in  this  Government,  not  known 
to  the  constitution,  and  unfriendly  to  the  liber- 
ties of  the  nation ;  and  whether  he  called  it  a 
caucus  or  not,  he  certainly  did,  said  Mr.  K., 
assure  the  gentlemen  that  ho  had  no  unfriendly 
feelings  towards  any  person  who  differed  from 
him  in  opinion.  Now,  said  Mr.  K.,  this  remark 
was  received  with  the  most  extraordinary  sen- 
sitiveness on  the  part  of  these  gentlemen ;  they 
had,  with  an  ultra  chivalrous  esprit  du  corps, 
immediately  rushed  into  a  contest  on  the  caucus 
question,  and  had  entered  into  arguments  in 
support  of  that  measure.  Mr.  K.  repeated,  that 
a  very  small  portion  of  forbearance,  in  that 
stage  of  the  debate,  would  have  prevented  the 
discussion  altogether;  but,  as  gentlemen  had 
thought  proper  to  assume  a  different  course,  it 
had  certainly  become  necessary  that  their  re- 
marks should  be  answered  and  their  arguments 
refuted.  This  had  been  done  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  in  respect  to  the  argu- 
ments which  were  urged  on  the  other  side,  be- 
fore he  addressed  the  Senate.  But  other  argu- 
ments had  still  been  advanced,  and  to  these, 
Mr.  K.  said,  he  would  now  proceed  to  reply. 
Waiving,  for  the  present,  the  constitutional 
question,  he  would  notice  the  argument  of  the 
necessity  of  a  caucus  as  a  party  measure. 
Now,  without  arguing  how  far  a  caucus  could 
be  justified  on  that  ground,  he  would  say  that 
such  a  measure  could  certainly  not  be  justified 
as  a  party  measure,  where  only  a  small  minority 
could  be  got  to  unite  in  it.  He  had  always  un- 
derstood that  the  very  first  principle  of  the  Re- 
publican pai'ty,  to  which  he  belonged,  was,  that 
a  majority  only  could  act  or  speak  for  the  party, 
and  this,  indeed,  seemed  to  be  a  sacred  princi- 
ple, that  could  in  no  case  be  disregarded.  But 
the  gentlemen  of  the  present  day  have  con- 
quered the  difiSculty  that  embarrassed  Archim- 
edes :  when  he  stood  a  solitary  Colossus  on  the 
vortex  of  mechanical  science,  he  exclaimed, 
"  Give  me  a  place  to  stand,  and  Fll  move  the 
world."  Gentlemen  have  stricken  from  this 
sentence  the  "cZos  pou  sto,"  and  the  article 
"kai,"  and  retain  only  the  ^'■tonJeosmonkinezo." 
They  now  propose  to  raise  the  world  without  a 
fulcrum — here  Mr.  K.  was  called  to  order  by 
the  Chair.    The  Peesident  said  that,  in  his 


assumed  a  much  wider  range  than  the  stric 
rules  of  order  would  authorize ;  he  himself  wa 
not  then  in  the  chair ;  and  that  he  conceived  i 
to  be  his  duty,  at  this  pomt,  to  confine  the  dia 
cussion  to  the  precise  question  before  the  Sen 
ate.  Mr.  Kelly  said  it  was  his  intention  t( 
have  replied  to  some  of  the  opinions  heretofori 
expressed  in  debate,  in  favor  of  the  meetin; 
alluded  to ;  but,  as  the  Chair  had  decided  tha 
it  was  not  in  order  to  do  so,  he  should  submr 
to  the  decision,  and  take  his  seat. 

Mr.  Baeboue,  who  was  in  the  chair  whenth( 
discussion  alluded  to  commenced,  felt  it  hii 
duty  to  explain  the  reasons  which  had  induoec 
him  to  allow  a  wider  latitude  to  that  debatf 
than  had  been  indicated  to  be  proper,  by  the 
Chair,  at  this  time.  It  was  in  consequence  ol 
his  peculiar  situation,  in  connection  with  thai 
meeting,  that  he  had  refrained  from  calling 
gentlemen  to  order  who  had  introduced  its  dis- 
cussion. He  considered  that  it  was  better  thai 
the  liberty  of  debate  should  be  sometimes 
abused,  than  that  it  should  be  curtailed — the 
more  especially,  as  every  gentleman  stood  an- 
swerable before  the  country  for  any  remarks  he 
might  make  in  this  Senate. 

After  the  lapse  of  a  few  minutes,  and  aftei 
another  gentleman  had  risen  to  speak,  the  Vios 
Pebsidenj"  observed,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  if  he  chose 
to  progress. 

Mr.  Kellt  then  rose,  and  observed  that  he 
understood  himself  to  have  been  deprived  of  the 
floor  by  the  decision  of  the  Chair ;  to  which  the 
Vice  Peesident  replied,  that  the  merits  of  the 
question  before  the  Senate  might  be  discussed, 
and  that  the  gentleman  might  progress.  Mr. 
Kelly  then  observed,  that  he  would  not  at- 
tempt to  evade  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  and 
that  if  he  could  not  be  permitted  to  reply  to 
political  doctrines  preached  here  for  home  con- 
sumption, he  had  no  wish  to  speak. 

Mr.  Beanoh,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  the 
indulgence  of  the  Senate  for  the  purpose  of  sub- 
mitting, for  their  consideration,  a  few  thoughts 
in  relation  to  the  important  subject-matter  un- 
der discussion.  He  said  it  was  due  to  the  State 
he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  for  him 
to  support  the  amendment  to  the  constitution, 
which  proposes  to  establish  a  uniform  mode 
for  the  appointment  of  Electors  of  President  and 
Vice  President,  and  to  himself,  to  oppose  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  various  proposi- 
tions now  pending.  With  the  sentiment  of  tha 
Legislature  of  the  State  he  most  heartily  con- 
curred. 

In  entering  on  the  subject,  he  said  that  he 
should  endeavor  to  conform  to  the  decision  oi 
the  Chair,  and  that  he  would  not  intentionally 
bring  into  discussion  matter  foreign  from  the 
true  question  before  the  Senate ;  for  he  firmly 
believed  that  the  decision  of  the  presiding  offioei 
was  correct,  and  ought  to  be  enforced. 

It  would  become  necessary  for  him,  however, 
to  animadvert  on  the  constitatinn  as  it.  is  ai 
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to  the  pernicious  praolices  wliich  had  obtained 
and  grown  up  under  it,  -which  threatened,  ulti- 
mately, to  subvert  the  liberties  of  tlie  people. 
It  was  the  duty  of  an  able  surgeon  to  probe  the 
wound  to  the  bottom,  that  he  might  be  the 
better  enabled  to  devise  and  apply  an  eflfeotive 
remedy. 

It  would  not  be  denied,  he  said,  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  Convention  which  framed  the 
constitution  to  give  to  the  people  the  election 
of  their  Chief  Magistrate.  But  what  have  we 
been  told  by  my  highly  esteemed  friend  and 
colleague,  (Mr.  MAooif,)  who  is  certainly  high 
authority  ?  Why,  that  the  President  had,  since 
the  days  of  General  Washington,  teen  always 
elected  iy  Congress. 

This,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  the  most  alarming  decla- 
ration, and  surely  it  becomes  necessary  that 
something  should  be  done  to  prevent  that  from 
taking  place  in  future.  The  constitution  pro- 
vides that  the  President  shall  be  elected  by  the 
people,  through  their  Electors;  but  Ve  find 
that  a  plan  has  been  found  out,  setting  aside 
this  provision — the  President  is  to  be  chosen, 
and  the  people  are  called  upon  only  to  conform 
to  the  will  of  their  rulers.  Now,  if  these  un- 
constitutional proceedings  are  to  be  continued, 
and  the  President  hereafter  is  to  be  chosen  by 
Congress  acting  in  caucus,  it  is  manifest  that 
the  constitution  will  not  only  be  practically 
altered,  but  that  a  door  wiU  be  opened  to  the 
greatest  abuses  and  corruption.  We  will  soon 
find  that  the  President  will  be  chosen  only  by 
means  of  inti'igne  and  management  with  the 
members  of  Congress. 

Is  not  the  mischief,  therefore,  abundantly 
evident?  Either  make  some  alteration,  so  as 
to  give  efficiency  to  the  vote  of  the  people,  or 
let  them  no  longer  be  deluded  with  tlie  falla- 
cious idea  that  they  exercise  the  power  them- 
selves. It  is  not  worth  while  to  disguise  the 
fact  from  ourselves.  We  all  see  it.  Indeed,  it 
must  be  manifest  to  the  most  superficial  ob- 
server, that  the  difierent  departments  of  the 
Government,  instead  of  acting  as  checks  on 
each  other,  are  naturally  drawn  to  play  into 
each  other's  hands ;  particularly  the  Executive 
and  Congress.  The  gentleman  from  New  Jer- 
sey, (Mr.  DioKEESON,)  to  whom  I  have  listened 
with  much  pleasure,  has  failed  to  assign  any 
reason  why  it  is  unsafe  to  retiu^n  the  election  to 
the  Electors.  I  must  therefore  presume,  said 
Mr.  B.,  that  none  exists. 

Let  us  then,  said  Mr.  B.,  throw  off  this 
usurped  authority,  and  return  to  the  people  the 
rights  of  which  they  have  been  wrongfully 
shorn.  From  whence  do  the  members  of  Con- 
gress derive  the  power  to  elect  the  President 
of  the  United  States  ?  I  hazard  nothing,  said 
Mr.  B.,  in  saying,  that  the  power  is  not  to  be 
found  in  the  constitution,  and  that  it  is,  conse- 
quently, an  encroachment  upon  the  sovereignty 
of  the  people :  the  more  alarming,  inasmuch  as 
it  is  exercised  in  the  corrupt  atmosphere  of 
Executive  patronage  and  influence.  Make  me 
President,  and  I  will  make  you  a  Minister,  a 


Secretary,  or,  at  all  events,  I  will  provide  you 
with  a  good  berth,  suited  to  your  wants,  if  not 
to  your  capacity.  And  thus  we  shall  barter 
away  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  people,  at 
the  expense  of  the  best  interests  of  the  country, 
and  the  charter  of  our  liberties.  The  mischief 
is  abundantly  manifest.  Let  us  not,  then,  turn 
a  deaf  ear  to  the  admonitions  of  duty  and  the 
voice  of  an  enlightened  community,  but  rather 
let  us  have  the  magnanimity  to  return — to 
leave  the  things  which  belong  to  the  constitu- 
tion, even  though,  ^  doing  so,  we  part  with 
some  of  our  influence.  The  President  and  Con- 
gress were  intended,  by  the  wise  framers  of  our 
constitution,  to  act  as  checks,  each  upon  the 
other ;  but,  by  the  system  at  present  practised, 
they  lose  the  benefit  of  this  salutary  provision. 
For,  as  has  been  observed  by  my  honorable  col- 
league, the  Congress  have  always  made  the 
President,  and  will  continue  to  do  it.  Yes,  sir, 
the  voice  of  that  orthodox  and  experienced 
statesman  has  said  so,  and  I  have  n»  reason  to 
doubt  the  correctness  of  his  assertion. 

It  ought  not  to  be  said,  observed  Mr.  B.,  that 
we  are  incapable  of  acting  on  this  important 
subject  calmly  and  dispassionately.  Our  pres- 
ent session  is  comparatively  unlimited ;  it  is,  in 
truth,  the  long  session ;  our  table  is  not  bur- 
dened with  important  business ;  we  sit  but  two 
or  three  hours  in  the  day,  and  but  five  days  out 
of  the  week ;  this  objection  cannot,  therefore, 
be  sustained.  And  as  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  composed  of  gentlemen  advanced 
in  years,  possessing  a  character,  and  justly,  too, 
for  their  discretion  and  intelligence,  being  hur- 
ried away  by  passion  or  excitement,  I  cannot, 
said  Mr.  B.,  believe  it  for  a  moment.  We  are 
all  convinced  that  no  alteration  can  be  made  in 
time  to  affect  the  approaching  Presidential  elec- 
tion. Hence,  whatever  excitement  may  be  felt, 
it  wiE  not  be  of  a  pernicious  character,  but  will 
rather  tend  to  elicit  the  best  and  most  effectual 
remedy.  If  we  suffer  the  present  propitious 
moment  to  pass  by,  what  may  we  expect? 
Why,  sir,  that  the  nation  will  again  fall  into  a 
state  of  apathy,  and  that  nothing  will  be  done 
until  the  people  are  again  called  on  to  elect 
another  Chief  Magistrate,  when  we  shall  have 
to  deprecate  the  recurrence  of  all  the  mischief 
at  present  complained  of,  and  which  threatens 
such  alarming  consequences  to  the  peace  and 
security  of  society. 

Mr.  Maoon  rose  in  explanation  of  the  allusion 
made  by  his  honorable  colleague  to  his  remark, 
that  the  President  had  always  been,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  General  Washington,  elected  by  Con- 
gress. He  repeated  the  obsex'vation,  with  a  firm 
conviction  of  its  correctness,  that  this  had  been 
the  case,  and,  in  his  opinion,  it  always  would  be 
the  case.  If  the  members  of  Congress  did  not 
act  in  caucus,  they  would  influence  the  people 
in  some  other  way.  The  people  were  always 
writing  to  the  members  to  get  their  opinion 
upon  the  different  candidates,  and  their  opinions 
would  have  great  effect.  Mr.  M.  said  he  was 
willing  to  alter  the  constitution,  but  Congress, 
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Baid  he,  will  elect  the  President,  be  the  consti- 
tution what  it  may. 

The  question  was  then  put,  on  postponing  the 
whole  subject  indefinitely,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  30,  nays  13,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  Brown, 
Chandler,  Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Find- 
lay,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jobnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Henry  Johnson,  Josiah  S.  Johnston,  Kelly, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Knigbt,  Lan- 
nian,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Mills,  Palmer,  Parrott, 
Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Vir- 
ginia, Van  Dyke,  and  Williams. 

Nays, — Messrs.  Benton,  Branch,  Dickerson,  Elliott, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Noble,  Kuggles, 
Smith,  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  and  Ware. 

So  it  was  resolved  that  the  said  resolution  be 
indefinitely  postponed. 


Tuesday,  March  2R. 
Lai:e  Superior  Copper  Mines. 
The  resolution  submitted  yesterday,  by  Mr. 
Benton,  directing  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ex- 
tinguishing the  Indian  title  to  lands  on  the  south 
side  of  Lake  Superior,  supposed  to  contain  val- 
uable copper  mines,  was  again  read,  and  agreed 
to. 

Western  Boundary  lAne  of  the  Territory  of 
ArTcansas. 
Mr.  Benton,  from  the  select  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  ITth  December  last, 
the  memorial  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  made  a  report,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  to  fix  the  western  boundary  line 
of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas ;  which  were  read, 
and  the  biU  passed  to  a  second  reading. — The 
report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  memorialists  represent  that  the  line,  pre- 
scribed by  an  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  for 
the  western  boundary  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas, 
will  pass  through  the  counties  of  Miller  and  Crawford, 
and  leave  a  proportion  of  the  population  of  the  said 
counties  on  the  outside  of  said  line  and  beyond  the 
jurisdiction  of  said  Territory ;  and  they  pray  that  the 
line  may  be  altered,  and  fixed  so  far  west  as  will  in- 
clude the  residue  of  said  counties  and  their  inhabi- 
tants. 

By  information  derived  from  the  Delegate  of  said 
Territory,  the  committee  are  informed  that  the  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  thus  cut  off  from  the  government 
under  which  they  had  lived,  amounts  to  about  twelve 
hundred  souls ;  and  the  inquiries  which  present  them- 
selves, are  :  1st.  Whether  the  said  inhabitants  shall 
be  left  as  they  are,  without  law  to  govern  them  ?  2d. 
or.  Whether  they  shall  be  compelled  to  come  within 
the  present  limits  of  the  Territory  ?  3d.  or,  Whether 
the  western  boundary  shall  be  extended  to  include 
them? 

The  first  alternative  the  committee  reject,  for  rea- 
sons too  obvious  to  require  specification.  To  the 
second,  many  objections  are  found,  arising  from  the 
organized  state  of  the  counties;  the  claims  which 


under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  12th  of  April,  1814 
and,  above  all,  from  the  fact  that,  by  an  order  issue 
from  the  War  Department,  the  15th  December,  1818 
a  line  drawn  from  the  source  of  the  Koamichi,  to  th 
source  of  the  Poteau,  was  fixed  as  the  limit  of  west 
em  settlements  in  Arkansas,  and  settlers  west  of  tha 
line  were  ordered  to  be  removed  to  the  east  of  it ;  ii 
the  execution  of  which  order,  by  the  commanding 
officer  of  Eort  Smith,  on  the  Arkansas  River,  the  set- 
tlers in  the  now  counties  of  Miller  and  Crawford  wer( 
not  removed,  because  found  to  be  on  the  eastern  side 
of  the  said  line.  The  third  alternative  is,  therefore, 
adopted  by  the  committee,  as  well  for  the  reason! 
growing  out  of  the  objections  to  the  first  and  second, 
as  because  a  line  further  west  will  divide  into  two 
equal  parts  the  territory  of  the  United  States  upon  the 
Arkansas,  east  of  the  Mexican  boundary,  and  will  give 
to  the  future  State  of  Arkansas  that  power  and  mag- 
nitude, to  which,  as  a  frontier  State,  in  relation  both 
to  a  foreign  nation  and  numerous  Indian  tribes,  it  will 
be  justly  entitled. 

The  adjustment  of  the  Indian  boundary  lines  not 
being  a  subject  of  legislation,  the  committee  do  not 
make  any  report  upon  the  existing  botmdaiy  between 
the  Choctaws  and  white  settlers  in  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas.  They  leave  that  subject  to  the  operation 
of  treaties  made  or  to  be  made,  and  report  a  bill 
solely  for  the  extension  of  the  western  boundary  line 
of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas.* 


^f^^-^ 


Thtjesdat,  March  25. 
Lake  Superior  Copper  Mines. 
Mr.  Benton,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred  by  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  23d  instant,  re- 
ported a  biU  to  authorize  the  President  to  hold 
a  treaty  with  the  Indians  owning  the  country 
on  the  south  side  of  Lake  Superior,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  extinguishing  their  title  to  certain  dis- 
tricts supposed  to  contain  valuable  mines  of 
copper ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

General  Appropriation  Bill. 
The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being 
the  bUl  from  the  other  House,  "  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  Government,  for  the 
year  1821,"  with  the  several  amendments  pro- 
posed thereto,  by  the  Committee  on  Finance  of 


*  The  bill  which  accompanied  this  report,  and  which  was 
passed  into  a  law,  (which  was  afterwards  most  unfortunately 
repealed,)  extended  the  western  boundary  of  the  territory 
forty  miles  west,  upon  a  breadth  of  three  hundred ;  and  from 
the  excellence  of  the  territory  added  would  have  made  Ar- 
kansas a  State  of  nearly  the  first  class.  The  following  was 
the  bill,  as  it  passed,  and  became  a  law : 

Be  it  enacted,  &e..  That  the  western  boundary  line  of  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas  shall  begin  at  a  point  forty  miles  west 
ofthe  southwest  corner  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  run 
south,  to  the  right  bank  ofthe  EedEiver,  and  thence,  down 
the  river,  and  with  the  Mexican  boundary,  to  the  line  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  any  law  heretofore  made,  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  dollars,  to  defray  the  expense  of  running  and  mark- 
ing said  boundary  line,  to  be  expended  under  the  directions 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  be, 'and  the  aama 
hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  naid  out  of  anv  mnTio^  in  th. 
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the  Senate,  was  again  taken  up  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

General  Appropriation  Bill. — Salaries  to  Ghent 
Commissioner  and  Arlitrator. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  propose  to  amend 
the  hill,  hy  striking  out  the  sum  of  $18,000,  ap- 
propriated "  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of 
the  Commissioner  and  Ai-bitrator,  under  the 
first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  half  the 
salary  of  their  secretary,  and  half  the  contin- 
gent expenses  of  said  commission ;  "  and  to 
insert  in  lieu  thereof,  the  sum  of  "$2,500," 
together  with  the  unexpended  balance  of  the 
last  year's  appropriation  for  this  purpose. 

Public  Agent  to  taJce  care  of  U.  S.  Interest 
before  this  Commission. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  yesterday  moved  to 
amend  this  amendment,  hy  including,  in  this 
item,  a  provision  for  a  "public  agent,"  to  take 
care  of  the  claims  before  this  commission.  That 
motion  being  under  consideration,  when  the 
Senate  adjourned  yesterday,  the  question  again 
recurred  upon  it.  Mr.  Smith  made  some  further 
remarks,  in  opposition  to  the  motion.  It  was 
opposed,  also,  by  Messrs.  Van  Dyke,  Holmes 
of  Maine,  Noble,  and  Maoojt;  and  supported 
by  Messrs.  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Eaton  H. 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Baeboue,  Kino  of  New 
York,  and  Hatne. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  observed  that  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware  having  inquired  by 
what  authority  the  proposed  agent  was  appoint- 
ed, and  what  is  the  nature  of  the  appointment, 
he  would  state  the  opinion  which  he  entertain- 
ed on  the  subject.  The  agency  in  question 
having  no  connection  with  the  Legislature  or 
the  Judiciary,  he  conceived  it  to  be  wholly  of 
an  Executive  character,  proceeding  from,  and 
having  relation  to  the  Executive  power,  which, 
by  the  constitution,  is  vested  in  the  President 
of  the  United  States.  The  President  is  author- 
ized to  nominate,  and,  by  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  appoint  ambassadors,  judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  all  other  officers  of  the 
United  States  whose  appointments  are  not,  by 
the  constitution,  otherwise  provided  for,  and 
whi  ch  shall  be  established  bylaw.  The  enume- 
rated ofBcers  are  created  by  the  constitution ; 
vai'ious  other  officers  of  the  United  States  are 
provided  for  by  law.  Executive  services  which 
from  time  to  time  may  be  requisite,  and  concern- 
ing which  no  law  has  made  provision,  from  the 
beginning,  have  been  performed  by  agents,  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  alone.  Should  such 
appointments  be  made  unnecessarily,  and,  in 
making  them,  it  should  be  believed  by  the  Con- 
gress that  the  Executive  power  is  employed 
corruptly  or  improvidently,  they  will  check 
such  appointments  by  refusing  to  appropriate 
money  to  defray  the  expenses  of  them.  Con- 
gress, in  exercising  such  check,  will  act  with 
the  discretion  and  caution  that  the  occasion 
calls  for,  manifesting  the  consideration  and  con- 


fidence which  harmony  between  the  co-ordinate 
departments  of  the  Government  requires. 

Thus,  soon  after  General  Washiugton  be- 
came President,  Baron  Steuben  was  sent  to  Gen- 
eral Halderman,  the  Governor  and  Commander- 
in-chief  of  Canada,  to  ascertain  whether  he 
was  authorized  and  prepai'ed  to  deliver  the 
northern  posts,  pursuant  to  the  treaty  of  peace ; 
and,  upon  General  Halderman's  declining  to 
deliver  them,  Mr.  Gonverneur  Morris,  then  in 
Europe  on  his  private  business,  was  authorized 
by  the  President,  General  "Washington,  to  pro- 
ceed from  France  to  England,  to  inquire  of  the 
English  Ministry  whether  orders  had  been  or 
would  be  sent  to  the  Commander-in-chief  in 
Canada  to  evacuate  the  American  posts,  ac- 
cording to  treaty.  The  Baron  Steuben  and 
Mr.  G.  Morris  were  Executive  agents  on  these 
occasions.  Soon  after  the  commencement 
of  the  war  between  France  and  Great  Bri- 
tain, the  November  Order  of  Council  was 
issued  in  England,  by  which  their  armed  ves- 
sels were  instructed  to  detain,  and  send  into 
port  for  adjudication,  all  American  vessels  em- 
ployed in  a  trade  which  they  were  not  permit- 
ted to  carry  on  in  peace ;  and  the  British  ships 
of  war  detained  American  ships,  and  impressed 
their  seamen  in  the  West  India  seas.  These 
proceedings  induced  President  Washington  to 
send  Mr.  Higginson,  of  Boston,  to  the  islands, 
and  to  obtain  from  the  Courts  of  Admiralty 
copies  of  the  decrees  of  condemnation  of  Amer- 
ican vessels  and  cargoes,  and  to  send  these  to 
the  United  States  or  to  London.  About  the 
same  time  Captain  Talbot,  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States,  was  sent  by  General  Washing- 
ton, as  an  agent,  to  assist  and  recover  the 
American  seamen  impressed  into  the  British 
service.  Captain  Talbot  proceeded  to  Jamaica, 
and  other  English  islands,  and  affiDrded  great 
assistance  and  protection  to  impressed  Ameri- 
can seamen. 

Mr.  Samuel  Bayard  was  contemporaneously 
sent  by  General  Washington,  as  an  agent  to 
England,  to  enter,  in  the  High  Court  of  Admi- 
ralty, appeals  from  the  colonial  Admiralty 
Courts,  to  engage  proctors  to  assist  him,  and  to 
place  in  their  hands  the  colonial  decrees  of  con- 
demnation of  American  vessels  and  cargoes. 
All  of  these  agencies  were  derived  from  mere 
Executive  appointments ;  they  were  faithfully 
executed,  and  contributed  much  to  protect  the 
rights  and  to  secure  the  property  of  our  coun- 
trymen. 

After  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  of  1794, 
two  sets  of  Commissioners  met  in  America. 
One  concerning  the  river  St.  Croix,  assembled 
at  Halifax;  another  concerning  debts,  convened 
at  Philadelphia.  A  third  set  of  Commissioners 
met  at  London.  Concerning  the  debts,  an  agent 
was  authorized  by  law  to  be  appointed  by  tl^ 
President  and  Senate,  to  be  employed  before 
the  Philadelphia  commission.  Concerning  the 
river  St.  Croix,  an  agent  was  appointed  either 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  by  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  that  State  being  con- 
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oerned  in  the  settlement  of  this  boundary.  In 
respect  to  the  London  Oommissioners,  three 
successive  agents  were  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent. The  first,  Mr.  Bayard,  by  President 
Washington;  the  second,  Mr.  Samuel  Oabot, 
by  General  Washington,  or  by  his  successor, 
Mr.  Adams ;  the  third,  Mr.  Erving,  who  super- 
seded Mr.  Oabot,  by  President  Jefferson.  These 
appointments,  except  the  agent  before  the 
Philadelphia  commission,  were  not  made  in  pur- 
suance of  any  law,  but  considered  as  Execu- 
tive agencies,  appointed  and  employed  by  the 
Executive  alone. 

Under  Mr.  Jefferson,  or  his  successors,  Mr. 
Poinsett,  in  South  America;  Mr.  B.  Provost, 
in  Peru ;  Messrs.  Rodney,  Bland,  and  Brecken- 
ridge,  at  Buenos  Ayres ;  Mr.  Baptiste  Irvine  at 
Caraccas ;  Mr.  Tod,  in  Colombia,  and  Mr.  Rob- 
inson in  Mexico,  have  been  employed  as  Execu- 
tive agents,  all  being  appointed  by  the  Execu- 
tive alone,  no  law  creating  their  respective  em- 
ployment having  been  made.     Each  and  all 
these  agents  have  been  paid  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States;   appropriations  for 
which  must,  from  time  to  time,  have  been  made. 
Whether  these  agencies  have  been  carried 
further  than  they  ought  to  have  been,  Mr.  K. 
could  give  no  information;  but  no  opposition 
is  recollected  to  have  been   made  to  them. 
Within  suitable  limits,  the  power  of  the  Execu- 
tive to  employ  agents  to  obtain  information, 
with  which  his  office  requires  he  should  be  fur- 
nished, will  hardly  be  doubted ;  and  the  prac- 
tice is  the  usage  of  all  other  nations,  and  has 
been  that  of  the  United  States  fi-om  the  begin- 
ning, and  under  all  the  Presidents.     The  pres- 
ent agency  is  thought  to  be  important,  and  use- 
ful to  the  States  whose  citizens  lost  their  slaves ; 
and,  according  to  former  precedents,  this  agency 
is  well  justified;  it  is  deemed  requisite  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  to  whose  depajtment  the 
subject  belongs;  it  has  received  the  approbation 
of  the  American  Commissioner  and  Arbitrator ; 
and,  as  the  average  value  of  the  lost  slaves,  the 
most  important  preliminary  point,  yet  remains 
to  be  determined,  the  assistance  of  the  agent 
continues  to  be  useful,  if  not  absolutely  neces- 
sary.    Should  the  agent  be  discontinued,  the 
session  of  the  Commissioners  will  be  prolonged, 
and  its  expense  thereby  enlarged ;  so  that  the 
continuance  of  the  agency  will  not  only  be  of 
general  utility,  but  a  measure  of  positive  econ- 
omy. 

The  question  on  Mr.  King's  motion  was  then 
put,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  25  to  13. 
The  discussion  on  this  subject  was  continued 
till  four  o'clock.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  or- 
dered and  were  as  foUows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Benton,  Brown, 
Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Findlay,  Hayne,  Holmes  of 
Mississippi,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Henry 
Johnson,  Josiah  S.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King  of  New 
York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts, 
Mcllvaine,  Parrott,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Taylor  of 
Virginia,  and  Ware — 25. 


son.  Holmes  of  Maine,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Noble,  Smitl 
Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  and  Va 
Dyke— 13. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


FniDAT,  March  26. 
Accounts  of  Gotemor  TompMns. 
The  following  Message  was  yesterday  receiv 
ed  from  the  Peesident  of  the  United  States 
To  the  Senate  of  the  Uniied  Slates : 

Having  stated  to  Congress,  on  the  7th  of  Decem- 
ber last,  that  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  Governor  of 
New  York,  was  entitled  to  a  larger  sum  than  that 
reported  in  his  favor  by  the  accounting  officers  of  th( 
Government,  and  that,  in  the  execution  of  the  law  of 
the  last  session,  I  had  the  subject  still  under  considera- 
tion, I  now  communicate  to  you  the  result. 

On  full  consideration  of  the  law  by  which  thif 
duty  was  enjoined  on  me,  and  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  basis  of  which  the  law  was  foimd- 
ed,  I  have  thought  that  I  was  authorized  to  adopt 
the  principles  laid  down  in  that  report,  in  deciding 
on  the  sum  which  should  be  allowed  to  him  for  hij 
services.  "With  this  view,  and  on  a  comparison  of 
his  services  with  those  which  were  rendered  by  other 
disbursing  officers,  taking  into  consideration,  also, 
his  aid  in  obtaining  loans,  I  had  decided  to  allow 
him  five  per  cent,  for  all  sums  borrowed  and  disburs- 
ed by  him,  and  of  which  decision  I  informed  him. 
Mr.  Tompkins  has  since  stated  to  me  that  this  allow- 
ance will  not  indemnify  him  for  his  advances,  loans^ 
expenditures,  and  losses,  in  rendering  those  services, 
nor  place  him  on  the  footing  of  those  who  loaned 
money  to  the  Government  at  that  interesting  period. 
He  has  also  expressed  a  desire  that  I  would  submit 
the  subject  to  the  final  decision  of  Congress,  which  I 
now  do.  In  adopting  this  measure,  I  think  proper 
to  add,  that  I  concur  fully  in  the  sentiments  express- 
ed by  the  committee  in  favor  of  the  very  patriotic 
and  valuable  services  which  were  rendered  by  Mr, 
Tompkins  in  the  late  war.  JAMES  MONROE. 
Makch  25,  1824. 
The  Message  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Appropriation  Bill — Public  Agent. 
The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  "  Making  appropri- 
ations for  the  support  of  Government,  for  the 
year  1824,"  was  again  resumed,  iu  Committee 
of  the  Whole.  The  qpestion  was  upon  striking 
out  the  appropriation  of  $18,000,  "  for  the  sala- 
ries of  commissioner,  arbitrator,  and  an  agent 
under  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent, 
and  half  the  salary  of  their  secretary,  and  half 
the  contingent  expenses  of  said  commission," 
and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  sum  of  "  $2,500," 
for  that  purpose.  This  was  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Finance  of  the 
Senate,  as  yesterday  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
King,  of  New  York.  The  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 


Monday,  March  29. 

Portrait  of  Colmnbua,  &c. 

Mr.  DiCKEESON,  from  the  Select  Committee, 

appointed  on  the  11th  December  last,  on  the 

distribution  of  the  rooms  of  the  centre  build-- 
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commnnioation  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of 
the  2d  January  last,  reported  resolutions  pro- 
viding a  place  of  deposit  for  the  portrait  of 
Columbus,  and  directing  the  distribution  of  cer- 
tain copies  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
now  in  the  Department  of  State ;  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. — The 
report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  committee  have  had  under  consideration 
the  following  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  which 
was  referred  to  them : 
"To  the  President  of  the  Senate  : 

Depaktment  of  State, 
Washington,  January  1,  1824. 

SiK :  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing,  herewith,  a 
copy  of  a  letter  received  at  this  department,  from 
George  G.  Barrel!,  Consul  of  the  United  States  at 
Malaga,  and  informing  you  that  the  picture  mention- 
ed in  it,  is  at  the  office  of  this  department,  subject  to 
such  disposal  of  it  as  Congress  may  direct. 

Having  been  some  time  retained  at  New  York,  to 
which  place  it  was  shipped  by  Mr.  Barrell,  it  has  very 
recently  been  received  here  in  a  frame,  upon  which  is 
engraved  the  following  inscription : 
'  Columbus. 
'  Presented  to  the  nation,  by  G.  G.  Barrell,  United 
States  Consul  at  Malaga.  The  frame  presented  by 
Parker  &  Clover,  picture  framers.  New  York,  A. 
D.  1823.' 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  state,  that  an  ex- 
act fac-simile,  engraved  on  copperplate,  has  been 
made  by  direction  of  this  department,  of  the  original 
copy  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  engrossed 
on  parchment,  and  signed  by  all  the  members  of 
Congress  on  the  2d  of  August,  1776,  as  appears  by 
the  secret  journal  of  that  day.  Two  hundred  copies 
have  been  struck  off  from  this  plate,  and  are  now  at 
the  office  of  this  department,  subject  to  the  disposal 
of  Congress. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  very  humble  and 
obedient  servant, 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS." 

The  committee  beg  leave  to  report  the  following 
resolutions : 

Hesolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Jiepresentaiiees 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  assembled  : 
That  the  picture  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  be  placed  in  the  National 
Library. 

Hesolved,  That  the  two  hundred  copies  of  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence,  now  in  the  Department  of 
State,  be  distributed  in  the  manner  following : 
2  copies  to  each  of  the  surviving  signers  of  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence ; 
2  copies  to  the  President  of  the  United  States ; 
2  copies  to  the  late  President,  Mr.  Madison  ; 
2  copies  to  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  ; 
20  copies  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress ; 
12  copies  to  the  different  Departments  of  Goveru- 
meat ; 
2  copies  for  the  President's  House  ; 
2  copies  for  the  Supreme  Court  room  ; 
1  copy  to  each  of  the  Governors  of  the  States,  and 
1  to  each  branch  of  die  Legislatures  of  the  States ; 
1  copy  to  each  of  the  Governors  of  the  Territories  of 

the  United  States,  and 
1  copy  to  the  Legislative  Council  of  each  Territory ; 


And  the  remaining  copies  to  the  different  Univer- 
sities and  Colleges  of  the  United  States,  as  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  may  direct. 

Hesolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  the  distribution  of  the  said 
copies  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  to  be  made, 
agreeably  to  the  foregoing  resolution. 

Indian  Fur  Trade. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  "  to  enable  th»  President  to  carry  into 
effect  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  to  prevent  foreign- 
ers from  trading  with  the  Indians  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States,  and  to  secure  the 
fur  trade  to  the  citizens  of  the  said  United 
States."  Mr.  Elliott  was  called  to  the  Chair. 
The  bill  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Benton  said  that  the  provisions  it  con- 
tained were  bottomed  upon  the  fact,  that  foreign- 
ers instigated  the  Indians  on  the  Upper  Missouri 
to  kill  and  pillage  American  citizens.  To  pre- 
vent these  outrages,  and  save  the  fur  trade  to 
our  own  citizens,  it  was  necessaiy  to  exclude 
these  foreigners  wholly  from  the  dominions  of 
the  United  States.  As  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  which  reported  the  biU,  it  became 
his  duty  to  sustain  the  views  it  presented ;  and, 
in  doing  so,  he  would  recall  to  the  recollection 
of  the  Senate  that,  from  the  day  of  our  inde- 
pendence, the  frontiers  of  the  United  States 
have  been  constantly  harassed  by  the  machina- 
tions of  foreigners  among  the  Indians  within 
our  own  boundaries. 

In  the  South,  the  instigations  of  the  Spanish 
authorities,  and  the  incitements  of  a  foreign 
mercantile  house  in  Pensacola,  kept  the  South- 
ern Indians  at  war  with  the  Southern  and 
"Western  States,  with  a  few  intermissions,  for  a 
period  of  forty  years.  It  is  only  within  four 
or  five  years  past  that  these  hostilities  have 
ceased.  The  acquisition  of  the  Floridas,  by 
putting  an  end  to  the  practices  of  foreigners, 
has  given  permanent  peace  to  the  Southern 
frontier. 

The  Northwest  has  presented  a  more  ex- 
tended theatre  for  the  same  kind  of  machina- 
tions. The  "Western  posts  were  retained,  from 
the  peace  of  '83,  in  violation  of  the  treaty  of 
that  date,  unta  the  year  '96.  The  pretext  for 
the  retention  was,  the  non-payment  of  debts 
claimed  by  the  British  merchants ;  the  motive, 
to  monopolize  the  fur  trade,  to  retain  the  con- 
trol of  the  Indians,  and  to  check  the  progress 
of  the  "Western  settlements.  The  first  of  these 
motives  was  admitted  in  the  year  '89  by  the 
Duke  of  Leeds  and  Mr.  Pitt.  The  admission 
was  made  to  Mr.  Gouverneur  Morris,  authorized 
by  President  "Washington  to  sound  the  British 
Ministry  on  the  subject  of  restoring  the  North- 
western posts,  and  entering  a  commercial  treaty 
with  the  United  States. — {Marshall's  Life  of 
Washington,  vol.  5,  p.  276.)  The  second  was 
proclaimed  by  Lord  Dorchester,  Governor  Gen- 
eral of  Canada,  in  the  year  '92 — ^proclaimed 
under  circumstances  which  admitted  of  no  de- 
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nial,  in  a  public  speech  to  prepare  the  Western 
Indians  for  a  war  with  the  United  States. — 
(American  State  Papers,  vol.  2,  p.  66.)  British 
traders,  protected  by  their  Government,  and  in- 
cited by  their  own  cupidity,  succeeded  in  bring- 
ing on  the  great  Indian  war  which  desolated, 
for  so  many  years,  the  frontiers  of  Kentucky 
and  Ohio,  overwhelmed  two  American  armies 
with  disastrous  defeat,  and  was  only  terminated 
by  the  great  victory  of  General  Wayne  in  the 
year  '94,  on  the  Miami  of  the  Lakes,  in  sight 
of  a  British  garrison.  This  war  was  the  fruit 
of  the  retention  of  the  Northwestern  posts  in 
violation  of  the  treaty  of  '83.  The  knowledge 
of  this  fact  determined  the  American  Govern- 
ment to  procure,  at  any  sacrifice,  the  surrender 
of  these  posts.  The  treaty  of  '94  eifected  this 
object,  but  left  to  British  subjects  the  fatal 
privilege  of  entering  our  territories  and  trading 
with  our  Indians.  The  use  which  was  made 
of  this  privilege  is  known  to  all  America. 
Everywhere  the  British  traders  were  engaged  in 
poisoning  the  minds  of  the  Indians,  and  inciting 
them  to  war  and  hatred  against  the  Americans. 
A  circular  speech  was  composed,  and  sent 
among  all  the  tribes,  in  which  the  Great  Spirit 
was  made  to  declare  the  British  and  Indians 
were  his  own  children,  and  the  Americans  the 
children  of  the  Evil  Spirit — "  that  they  grew 
from  the  scum  of  the  great  waters  when  it  was 
troubled  by  the  Wicked  Spirit,  and  the  froth 
was  driven  into  the  woods  by  a  strong  East 
wind." 

By  these  arts,  long  before' the  declaration  of 
the  late  war,  the  Indians  were  ripe  for  hostilities 
with  us,  and  their  formidable  confederacy,  in- 
flamed by  fanaticism,  extended  from  the  Lakes 
of  Canada  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  They  would 
not  even  wait  for  the  co-operation  of  their  allies, 
but  boldly  began  the  war  in  the  year  1811,  upon 
the  bloody  field  of  Tippecanoe.  In  the  three 
succeeding  years,  they  occasioned  the  expendi- 
ture of  millions  of  money,  and  the  loss  of  thou- 
sands of  lives.  Massacres,  the  recital  of  which 
freeze  the  blood,  were  repeatedly  perpetrated, 
and  British  traders  led  the  attack,  and  presided 
at  the  slaughter  of  the  wounded  and  the  cap- 
tive. Does  any  one  doubt  that  these  traders 
instigated  these  Indians  to  begin  the  war  ?  Let 
him  read  the  Message  of  President  Madison, 
recommending  war  against  England,  and  he 
wiU  find  the  conduct  of  these  traders  stated  as 
one  of  the  reasons  for  declaring  war  against 
that  power.  Let  him  look  to  the  papers  which 
accompanied  that  Message,  and  he  wUl  find  a 
volume  of  testimony  supporting  that  charge. 
Let  him  look  to  the  report  of  the  committee  in 
Congress,  to  whom  these  proofs  were  referred, 
and  he  will  find  it  unanimously  agreed  that 
these  traders,  in  a  period  of  profound  peace, 
while  _  carrying  on  a  lucrative  trade  within  the 
American  Territories,  under  "the  protecting 
sanction  of  a  treaty,  had  systematically  encour- 
aged the  Indians  to  war  against  us.  The  full 
knowledge  of  all  these  facts  determined  the 


Britain  without  excluding  her  traders  from  all  ii 
tercourse  with  Indians  living  within  the  Unite 
States.    In  pursuance  of  this  determination,  in 
structions  were  given  to  our  commissioners  a 
Ghent  not  to  renew  the  third  article  of  Mr 
Jay's  treaty.    A  treaty  was  made  and  the  arti 
cle  was  not  renewed.    Great  was  the  joy  of  th( 
West.    Vast  as  had  been  her  losses,  her  sacrifice! 
of  brave  citizens  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war 
she  felt  herself  compensated  by  the  single  ad- 
vantage of  excluding  British  traders  from  al 
intercourse  with  her  Indians.     But  the  care  ol 
the  Administration  did  not  cease  with  the  con- 
clusion of  the  treaty.     It  was  necessary  to  give 
it  effect  to  carry  it  into  execution,  not  to  snfiei 
a  repetition  of  the  faithless  conduct  which  fol- 
lowed the  treaty  of  '83.    A  plan  was  imme- 
diately projected  to  occupy,  with  a  military 
force,  all  the  commanding  positions  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  Northwest.    The  Falls  of  St.  Mary, 
at  the  outlet  of  Lake  Superior ;  the  Falls  of  St. 
Anthony  ;  Prairie  du  Ohien ;  the  Council  Bluffs; 
and  the  Yellow  Stone  Eiver,  were  each  to  re; 
ceive  a  garrison.    This  plan  of  defence  was  pro- 
jected in  the  year  1815,  Mr.  Madison  being 
President,  and  Mr.  Monroe  Secretary  of  War. 
It  was  a  part  of  that  system  of  defence  which 
covered  the  seacoast  with  fortifications.   AH  the 
positions  were  occupied,  the  Yellow  Stone  ex- 
cepted.   British  traders  disappeared  from  the 
Upper  Mississippi  and  the  Lower  Missouri.  The 
Indians,   within  the   points  occupied  by  our 
troops,  returned  to  habits  of  friendly  intercoiu'se 
and  regular  trade  with  American  citizens.    But 
the  Upper  Missouri  was  left' in  the  hands  of  the 
British.     For  want  of  the  protection  of  a  mili- 
tary post,  American  traders,  for  several  years 
after  the  conclusion  of  peace,  made  no  attempt 
to  penetrate  that  rich  fur  region  which  lies  at 
the  foot  of  the  Eocky  Mountains.    In  1821-'2, 
the  first  attempts  were  made.    The  companies 
which  went  out,  were  engaged  in  hunting  as 
well  as  trading.     The  Crow  Indians,  a  numer- 
ous and  powerful  tribe  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Yellow  Stone,  made  no  objection  to  the  use  of 
the  beaver  trap  among  them. — {Mr.  Pucker's 
statement,  page  19,  document  No.  56.)    In  the 
Spring  and  Summer  of  1823,  hostilities  broke, 
out  on  the  Upper  Missouri.     General  Ashley 
was  attacked  by  the  Arikaras,  and  lost  twenty- 
six  men,  killed  and  wounded.     The  Missouri 
Fur  Company  was  attacked  by  the  Blackfeet 
on  the  Yellow  Stone  Eiver,  lost  seven  men  kill- 
ed, and  fifteen  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  furs 
and  merchandise.    Major  Henry  was  attacked 
on  the  same  river,  by  the  same  tribe  of  Indians, 
and  lost  four  or  five  men  kUled.     The  Assina- 
boins  had  previously  robbed  him  of  some  fifty 
horses  upon  the  Missouri  Eiver.     This,  contin- 
ued Mr.  Benton,  is  the  narrative  of  our  Indian 
relations  beyond   the  Mississippi.    Of  nearly, 
thirty  tribes  which  are  found  there,  no  more 
than  three  have  been  hostile  to  us !     The  ques- 
tions which  now  present  themselves  to  the  Sen- 
ate, are,  first,  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  hostility 


DEBATES  OF  CONGKESS. 


545 


March,  1824.]- 


Indian  Fur  Trade. 


[Senate. 


proper  remedy  for  preserving  peace  with  them 
in  future. 

On  the  first  of  these  inquiries  the  public  mind 
has  been  most  scandalously  abused.  Soon  after 
the  perpetration  ot  the  outrages  on  the  Upper 
Missouri,  a  letter,  without  name,  purporting  to 
have  been  written  by  an  Indian  agent  in  St. 
Louis,  appeared  in  all  the  Atlantic  papers.  It 
justified  the  hostilities  of  the  Indians,  ascribed 
their  robberies  and  murders  to  a  just  resentment 
of  hunting  and  "  trapping  "  on  their  lands,  con- 
tained the  usual  portions  of  abuse  upon  Ameri- 
can traders,  and  of  sentimental  love  and  aflfeotion 
for  the  oppressed  children  of  the  forest.  I 
knew  the  letter  to  be  a  fabrication,  but,  to  sat- 
isfy the  Senate  on  that  point,  an  interrogatory 
was  addressed  to  Major  Graham,  United  States 
agent  beyond  the  Mississippi,  and  Mr.  Piloher, 
partner  in  the  Missouri  Pur  Company.  Their 
answers  will  be  found  in  number  56,  of  the  doc- 
uments of  this  session.  Major  Graham  states, 
that  he  knows  nothing  of  this  letter,  and  does  not 
believe  "  such  a  letter  could  be  written  by  an  In- 
dian agent."  Mr.  Richer  states,  that  he  saw  it  at 
St.  Louis  in  an  Atlantic  newspaper — ^mentioned 
it  to  Major  O'Fallon,  "who  was  indignant  at 
its  contents  " — and  that  he  and  Major  Graham 
are  the  only  Indian  agents  upon  the  Missouri. 
This  testimony  fixes  the  false  character  of  this 
letter;  its  diabolical  intention  was  carried  upon 
its  face.  It  was  intended  to  poison  the  public 
mind — ^to  overwhelm  American  traders  with 
public  odium — prevent  Congress  from  inter- 
fering for  their  protection,  and  then  continue  to 
the  British  the  exclusive  enjoyment  of  the  fur 
trade  beyond  the  Mandan  villages. 

The  justification  set  up  by  the  Arikaras  is  un- 
true in  point  of  fact.  No  hunting  or  "  trapping  " 
had  taken  place  upon  their  grounds.  Major 
Graham,  in  the  document  just  quoted,  says  that 
he  never  heard  of  such  a  thing.  Mr.  Pilcher 
states,  that  no  instances  had  come  to  his  knowl- 
edge ;  that  the  Arikara  country  contained  very 
little  fur.  The  circumstances  of  the  attack 
upon  General  Ashley  prove  the  falsehood  of  this 
pretended  justification.  He  arrived  at  the  Ari- 
kara villages  on  the  30th  day  of  May,  on  his 
way  to  the  Eocky  Mountains ;  stopped  upon 
the  request  of  the  chiefs ;  traded  on  the  first 
day  of  June  for  forty  or  fifty  horses ;  and  was 
preparing  to  resume  his  voyage  on  the  morning 
of  the  2d,  when  he  was  treacherously  attacked, 
and  had  twenty-six  men  killed  and  wounded. 
(Document  No.  3.)  Here  was  neither  hunting 
upon  the  Arikara  grounds,  nor  time  for  any 
Buch  thing  to  have  taken  place.  Whence,  then, 
the  hostility  of  these  Indians?  It  is  of  old 
date,  and  almost  commensurate  with  the  com- 
mencement of  our  acquaintance  with  them.  It 
began  about  the  year  1808,  in  the  attack  and 
defeat  of  an  expeditition  sent  by  the  United 
States  to  carry  home  the  Mandan  chief,  who 
accompanied  Lewis  and  Clark  to  the  Seat  of 
Government,  upon  their  return  from  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean.  Lieutenants  Prior  and  Ohoteau 
commanded  the  expedition;  the  flag  of  the 
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United  States  waved  at  the  bow  of  the  boat, 
yet  it  was  attacked,  defeated,  compelled  to  fall 
back  to  St.  Louis,  and  no  atonement,  no  satis- 
faction has  ever  been  obtained  for  this  outrage. 
The  United  States  submitted  to  the  attack  upon 
her  flag,  the  murder  of  her  soldiers,  the  dis- 
grace of  defeat,  and  afterwards  smuggled  home 
the  Mandan  chief  by  the  aid  of  a  fur  trader. 
Their  late  conduct  may  be  stated  in  the  words 
of 'Mr.  Pilcher. — Document  No.  56: 

"  I  know  that  the  Arik^as  killed  a  man  about  the 
year  1816,  or  '17,  a  little  above  the  Big  Bend  of  the 
Missouri  River,  in  the  Sionx  country,  who  was  in  the 
employment  of  some  of  the  for  traders  of  St.  Louis. 
I  know  that  a  war  party  of  the  Arikaras,  amounting 
to  80  or  90  men,  came  down  to  that  country  (Sionx) 
in  the  month  of  April,  1820,  and  robbed  two  trading- 
houses  established  by  the  Missouri  Fur  Company  for 
the  trade  of  the  Sioux  Indians,  one  above,  the  other 
a  httle  below  the  Big  Bend  of  Missouri — ^beat  and 
abused  the  men  in  charge  of  the  houses,  and  then 
continued  down  the  river  to  the  trading-houses  of 
another  company,  and  robbed  them  of  a  considerable 
amount  of  merchandise,  from  the  owner's  account, 
not  less  than  sixteen  or  seventeen  hundred  dollars. 
I  know  that  some  of  the  principal  braves  of  that  na- 
tion attempted,  during  the  last  Winter,  to  rob  my 
clerk  while  in  their  own  villages,  and  committed  vio- 
lence upon  him.  In  the  month  of  March  last,  after 
this  clerk  left  their  villages,  and  had  descended  the 
Missouri,  to  one  of  our  principal  Sioux  trading-houses, 
about  two  hundred  miles  below  the  Arikaras,  a  party 
of  that  nation,  consisting  of  about  eighty  men,  came 
down  to  the  neighborhood  of  this  house,  met  six  of 
our  voyagews,  a  few  miles  from  it,  who  were  em- 
ployed in  collecting  the  furs  and  peltries  purchased 
from  the  Sioux,  stripped  them  naked  in  the  prairie, 
robbed  them  of  their  clothes,  stole  three  or  four 
horses  or  mules,  beat  each  of  them  severely,  and  left 
them  naked  in  the  prairie.  The  same  party  came 
that  night  and  fired  on  the  house,  stole  another  hor?e, 
and  went  off.  A  day  or  two  subsequent  to  these  out- 
rages another  party,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and 
fifteen  men,  came  in  daylight,  and  attacked  this 
house.  Mr.  McDonald,  one  of  my  partners,  his  clerk, 
and  eight  or  ten  voyageura,  defended  themselves  and 
the  house,  which  contained  a  large  amount  of  prop- 
erty. In  this  affair  the  Arikaras  lost  two  men  lolled, 
and  probably  three  or  four  wounded." 

Mr.  B.  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
the  fact,  that  aU  these  depredations  were  com- 
mitted in  the  country  of  the  Sioux,  two  hundred 
miles  from  that  of  the  Arikaras,  under  circum- 
stances which  forbid  the  boldest  of  their  de- 
fenders to  set  up  the  pretext  of  repulsing  hun- 
ters and  "  trappers  "  from  their  violated  grounds. 

The  fabricated  letter  put  up  another  apology 
for  the  Arikaras.  It  justified  their  attack  upon 
General  Ashley,  upon  the  ground  of  retaliation 
for  the  two  men  (one  of  them  the  son  of  a  chieQ 
killed  by  the  Missouri  Fur  Company.  This 
justification  implies  that  the  members  of  this 
company  had  no  right  to  repulse  an  attack  upon 
their  house,  when  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
Arikaras  went  two  hundred  miles  into  the  Sioux 
country  to  rob  and  murder  its  inhabitants ! 
But  the  Arikaras  themselves  set  up  ho  such  ex- 
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cuse.  In  tlieir  entreaties  to  General  Ashley  to 
stop  and  trade  with  them,  they  expressed  regret 
for  the  affair  with  the  Missouri  Fur  Company ; 
and  said,  that  "  the  angry  feelings  occasioned  by 
that  affray  had  vanished,  and  that  they  con- 
sidered the  Americans  as  friends." — (^Document 
No.  2.)  What,  then,  was  their  inducement  to 
attack  General  Ashley  ?  The  same  which  led 
them  two  hundred  miles  to  kill  and  pillage  the 
traders  in  the  Sioux  country — love  of  blood  and 
plunder;  and  above  all,  the  contempt  of  Ameri- 
cans, inspired  by  the  successful  and  unpunished 
attack  upon  the  United  States  troops,  in  the 
year  1808.  The  British  traders  stand  acquitted 
of  this  crime.  Major  Graham  and  Mr.  Pilcher 
{Document  No.  56)  say,  they  have  no  reason  to 
suspect  these  traders  of  instigating  the  Arikaras. 
Upon  this  statement  of  facts,  corroborated  by 
official  documents,  Mr.  B.  averred  that  the  Ari- 
karas, from  their  first  attack  upon  Lieutenants 
Prior  and  Choteau,  in  1808,  to  that  upon  Gen- 
eral Ashley  in  1823,  neither  had,  nor  pretended 
to  have,  the  plea  -of  preventing  hunters  from 
intruding  upon  their  grounds,  or  revenging 
previous  wrongs  upon  themselves.  Excuses  to 
this  effect  were  fabrications,  got  up  after  the 
fact,  to  justify  the  Indians,  and  to  criminate  the 
Americans,  and  he  regretted  to  say,  that  these 
treacherous  savages,  bathed  in  the  blood  of 
American  citizens,  were  greeted  with  the  pub- 
lic sympathy,  while  the  victims  of  their  bar- 
barity excite  no  more  compassion  than  if  they 
had  been  dogs. 

Mr.  B.  next  examined  the  state  of  our  relations 
with  that  numerous  and  powerful  tribe  of  In- 
dians called  the  Blackfeet.  The  bands  of  this 
tribe  ranged  over  all  the  country  between  the 
Saskatchiwoine  and  Yellow  Stone  Rivers,  north 
and  south,  and  between  the  Mandans  and  Eocky 
Mountains,  east  and  west.  In  this  vast  district, 
drained  by  rivers  a  thousand  mUes  in  length, 
there  was  not  one  resident  human  being.  All 
were  roving,  following  the  buffaloes  and  other 
game.  To  the  south  of  the  YeUow  Stone  live 
the  Crow  Indians,  also  numerous,  powerful,  and 
roving.  In  this  district  of  country,  on  the  head- 
waters of  the  Yellow  Stone  and  Missouri,  and 
along  the  base  of  the  Eocky  Mountains,  hunt- 
ing and  "  trapping"  has  taken  place  by  Ameri- 
can citizens.  The  instances  are  stated  by  Mr. 
Pilcher,  {Document  No.  56,)  with  that  explicit 
candor  which  commands  the  respect  of  every 
person  who  reads  his  statement.  The  first  in- 
stance occurred  about  the  year  1808.  A  com- 
pany, formed  in  St.  Louis,  went  to  the  Three 
Forks  of  the  Missouri,  with  the  double  object  of 
trading  with  the  Indians  and  "  trapping  "  for 
beavers.  "With  the  Crows,  the  most  friendly 
intercourse  was  established ;  from  the  Blackfeet, 
nothing  but  hostility  was  encountered.  They 
attacked  the  company  wherever  they  could  be 
found;  killed  twenty-seven  of  their  number, 
and  drove  the  remainder  from  the  country. 
The  next  instance  did  not  occur  untU  1822~'3. 
In  the^Spring  of  that  yeaiya  pai-ty  of  the  Mis- 


of  the  Missouri,  took  much  beaver  by  "  trap 
ping,"  and  on  their  return  were  attacked  by  thi 
Blackfeet,  defeated,  seven  of  their  number  kill 
ed,  and  property  taken  from  them  to  the  valni 
of  $15,000.  About  the  same  time,  a  party  undei 
Major  Henry  had  gone  to  the  same  region  of 
country,  for  the  same  purpose,  and  had  sharec 
the  same  fate ;  they  were  attacked  by  the  Black- 
feet, and  had  eight  or  ten  men  killed  an^ 
wounded. 

The  next  tribe  whose  hostility  pursues  oni 
traders  on  the  Upper  Missouri,  are  the  Assina- 
boins.  These,  also,  are  wandering.  They  range 
principally  on  the  river,  the  name  of  which 
they  bear,  and  make  excursions  to  the  banks 
of  the  Missouri,  in  pursuit  of  buffaloes,  and  to 
waylay  American  traders.  No  blood  is  yet  laid 
to  their  hands ;  but  their  hostile  disposition  has 
been  repeatedly  evinced,  in  the  course  of  the 
last  Summer,  by  robbing  Major  Henry's  party 
of  some  fifty  horses,  and  making  an  attack  upon 
an  American  trading  house,  near  the  Mandans. 
Their  range  upon  the  Missouri,  is  between  the 
mouth  of  the  Yellow  Stone  and  the^Mandan 
villages.  No  hunting  or  "  trapping  "  has  taken 
place  within  these  limits ;  none  is  alleged ;  and 
the  Assinaboins  are  left  without  the  pretext  of 
that  justification. 

This  is  the  fuU  history  of  all  the  hunting  and 
"trapping"  on  the. Upper  Missouri.  Some  in- 
stances occurred  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
Council  Bluffs,  but  was  stopped  by  Major 
O'Fallon,  without  having  led  to  any  hostile 
consequence.  Justice  to  the  citizens  of  Mis- 
souri requires  that  the  origin  of  these  hunting 
expeditions  should  be  stated.  They  began 
about  the  year  1808 — Meriwether  Lewis  being 
Governor  of  Upper  Louisiana,  and  Superintend- 
ent of  Indian  Affairs.  He  drew  a  line  between 
the  policy  to  be  observed  above  and  below  the 
Mandan  villages.  Below  that  point,  he  enforced 
the  act  of  1802,  against  hunters  upon  Indian 
lands;  above  that  point,  he  tolerated  and  re- 
commended hunting  and  "trapping"  expedi- 
tions. He  did  so,  as  the  only  means  of  get- 
ting the  fur  trade  from  the  British.  {Lewis  <& 
Clarlc'a  Journal,  vol.  2,  p.  486,  Appendix  upon 
Indian  Affairs.)  Under  the  sanction  of  this 
authority,  the  practice  began,  and  was  revived 
in  1822-'3.  The  Government  is  not  liable  to 
censure  for  not  stopping  it,  for  their  attention 
was  only  called  to  the  subject  in  the  course  of 
the  last  Summer;  nor  the  Missouri  citizens 
liable  to  be  called  intruders,  for  they  believed 
they  had  lawful  permission. 

Mr.  B.  stated,  that  the  Arikaras,  Blackfeet, 
and  Assinaboins,  were  the  only  Indians  beyond 
the  Mississippi,  which  were  hostile  to  the 
Americans.  Out  of  nearly  thirty  tribes,  between 
the  Mississippi  and  Eocky  Mountains,  no  more 
than  three  have  been  engaged  in  hostility 
against  us !  The  depredations  of  one  of  these 
tribes,  the  Arikaras,  has  been  traced  to  their 
true  cause ;  the  depredations  of  the  other  two, 
remain  to  be  accounted  for.  , 
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has  taken  place  on  the  ground  over  wMoli  the 
Blackfeet  range;  it  is  admitted  that  these 
practices  lead  to  had  consequences — ^that  they 
ought  to  be  prevented ;  and  the  biU  now  under 
discussion,  in  addition  to  the  act  of  1802,  is  in- 
tended to  prevent  them.  But  it  is  denied  that 
the  Blackfeet  are  hostile  on  this  account.  Their 
outrages  flow  from  another  cause ;  from  a  cause 
wholly  unconnected  with  the  conduct  of  Ameri- 
can citizens.  Mr.  B.  felt  the  delicacy  and  re- 
sponsibility of  attributing,  upon  equivocal  tes- 
timony, a  great  crime  to  an  absent  party ;  but 
he  felt  himself  called  upon,  by  his  duty  to  his 
country,  to  arraign  the  British  fur  traders  for 
all  the  robberies  and  murders  committed  by  the 
Blackfeet  and  Assinaboin  Indians  upon  the 
persons  and  property  of  American  citizens. 
In  doing  so,  he  would  submit  his  reasons  and 
evidences  to  the  Senate,  and  leave  it  to  all  im- 
partial men  to  judge  of  the  truth. 

1st.  The  British  Companies,  now  united  under 
the  charter  and  name  of  Hudson  Bay,  have  an 
inducement  to  expel  American  traders  from  the 
country  beyond  the  Mandan  villages.  It  is  the 
richest  fur  region  in  the  world ;  they  have  pos- 
session of  it  at  preseut,  and  every  consideration 
of  interest,  every  feeling  of  cupidity,  impels 
them  to  drive  competitors  away. 

2d.  They  have  never  failed,  when  they  had 
an  inducement,  to  employ  Indians  to  kill  and 
rob  American  traders  and  citizens.  "Witness 
the  scenes  upon  the  Northwestern  frontier,  from 
the  peace  of  1783  to  the  war  of  1812 ;  and,  in 
the  South,  from  the  same  peace  to  the  day  of 
the  acquisition  of  the  Floridas. 

3d.  The  affray  of  Captain  Lewis,  on  his  re- 
turn from  the  Pacific  Ocean,  refers  itself  to 
British  influence.  It  happened  with  the  Minne- 
tarees  of  Fort  de  Prairie,  a  band  of  the  Black- 
feet. It  took  place  on  Maria's  Eiver,  a  branch 
of  the  Missouri,  in  that  tract  of  country  over 
■which  the  Blackfeet  range.  It  was  the  only 
attempt  made  upon  the  lives  or  property  of 
Messrs.  Lewis  and  Clark,  in  their  adventm-ous 
expedition  to  the  Pacific  Ocean ;  and  this  at- 
tempt was  made  by  Indians  who  had  just  issued 
from  a  British  fur  trading  establishment  on 
the  Saskatohiwoine  River!  The  inference  is 
irresistible. 

4:th.  Previous  to  the  late  war,  the  Sioux  In- 
dians, trading  with  the  British  on  the  Upper 
Mississippi,  annually  came  across  the  Missouri 
River  in  the  region  of  the  Council  Bluffs,  way- 
laid American  traders,  robbed  them,  and  com- 
pelled their  voyageurs  to  carry  the  furs  and  pel- 
tries, thus  acquired,  to  Prairie  du  Ghien,  where 
they  were  sold  to  British  traders !  In  plain 
English,  the  Sioux  then  performed  for  the 
British,  on  the  Lower  Missouri,  the  service 
which  the  Blackfeet  are  now  rendering  them 
on  the  upper  waters  of  that  river.  Mi-.  B. 
stated  this  fact  upon  the  authority  of  the  late 
Governor  Lewis,  and  read  a  passage  from  Lewis 
and  Clark's  Journal,  (vol.  2,  page  442,)  which 
confirmed  it.  He  laid  particular  stress  upon  it, 
because  the  Sioux  continued  tliese  depredations 


as  long  as  British  traders  continued  on  the 
Upper  Mississippi,  and  quit  them  as  soon  as 
these  traders,  in  virtue  of  the  Ghent  Treaty, 
were  expelled  from  that  of  the  territories  of 
the  United  States. 

5th.  The  declarations  of  the  Blackfeet  to  Man- 
uel Lisa.  This  enterprising  trader  penetrated 
to  the  base  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  about  the 
year  ISOg.  He  had  twenty-seven  men  killed, 
and  was  driven  from  the  country.  A  year  or 
two  afterwards,  he  succeeded  in  gaining  a  friend- 
ly interview  with  soae  Blackfeet — explained 
his  object  in  having  come  to  trade  with  them, 
and  expostulated  with  them  for  the  massacre  of 
his  men.  They  told  him,  "it  was  not  their 
fault;  that  the  British  gave  them  so  many  guns, 
knives,  and  blankets,  for  Americans'  hair,  and 
they  could  not  help  taking  it."  Mr.  B.  had 
often  heard  this  statement  from  Manuel  Lisa, 
in  St.  Louis,  and  relied  upon  its  truth. 

6th.  The  attack  upon  Immell  and  Jones. 
The  massacre  of  these  gentlemen,  and  five  of 
their  companions,  and  the  loss  of  $15,000  of 
their  property,  has  been  already  stated.  The 
circumstances  attending  it  will  show  to  whom 
we  are  indebted  for  this  foul  deed.  Returning 
from  the  Rocky  Mountains,  they  met,  on  Jeffer- 
son Eiver,  a  party  of  thirty-eight  Blackfeet. 
Suspicious  of  their  treacherous  hostility,  the 
Americans  stood  upon  their  defence.  An  In- 
dian then  advanced  with  a  paper  in  his  hand. 
On  the  back  was  written  "  God  save  the  King." 
The  inside  was  a  letter  of  recommendation  to 
the  bearer.  It  was  headed  "Mountain  Post, 
1823."  The  letter  was  without  signature — 
was  written  on  the  leaf  of  an  account  book, 
and  in  the  English  language.  A  very  friendly 
interview  followed,  and  the  parties  separated 
with  professions  of  friendship,  and  an  engage- 
ment that  the  Blackfeet  should  trade  with  the 
Americans  at  the  mouth  of  the  Maria's  River. 
Messrs.  Immell  and  Jones  hastened  their  jour- 
ney, with  apprehensions  of  treachery.  They 
had  reached  the  Yellow  Stone  in  safety,  and 
were  following  a  trace  down  its  bank,  where 
high  hills  closing  down  upon  the  river,  created 
a  long  and  narrow  defile,  when  they  were  fired 
upon  by  an  ambuscade  of  three  or  four  hundred 
Indians.  They  were  Blackfeet,  headed  by  the 
chief  who  had  met  them,  some  days  before, 
with  the  letter  endorsed  "  God  save  the  King." 

7th.  The  Blackfeet,  Assinaboins,  and  Arikaras, 
are  the  only  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi 
hostile  to  the  Americans.  The  two  first  trade 
exclusively  with  the  British ;  the  third  has 
done  so  untU  within  a  few  years  past.  Messrs. 
Graliam  and  Pilcher  both  say  that  all  the  tribes 
which  have  no  trade  with  the  British  are  friend- 
ly to  us ;  all  those  who  trade  with  them  are 
our  enemies. — {Document  No.  56.)  The  Black- 
feet and  Assinaboins  not  only  trade  with  the 
British,  but  they  are  British  Indians.  They 
come  from  the  north  side  of  latitude  49.  The 
latter  come  from  the  river  whose  name  they 
hear,  a  water  of  Lake  Winipee ;  the  former  from 
the  Saskatohiwoine  River.    They  are  placed, 
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in  Sir  Alexander  McKenzie's  map,  upon  the 
upper  waters  of  that  river,  under  parallels 
fifty-three  and  fifty-four  of  north  latitude.  This 
was  their  position  in  the  year  1793,  when  Mc- 
kenzie visited  them,  and  when  there  was  no 
inducement  to  give  them  a  wrong  location. 
By  what  means,  then,  are  these  Blackfeet  found 
south  of  latitude  49,  ranging  as  lords  and  mas- 
ters over  a  vast  district  of  country,  aqd  killing 
American  citizens  upon  the  waters  of  the  Mis- 
souri, upon  the  rivers  which  we  call  Jefferson, 
Madison,  and  Gallatin?  It  is  by  virtue  of 
British  arms,  and  lawless  violence,  that  they 
do  these  things.  The  true  owners  of  all  that 
country  are  the  Sho-sho-nees,  and  the  different 
hands  of  the  Snake  Indians,  now  hid  in  the 
caves  .  and  recesses  of  the  Eocky  Mountains. 
They  have  been  driven  from  the  land  of  their 
fathers  by  the  superior  arms  of  the  British  In- 
dians. For  want  of  arms  they  have  been  un- 
able to  reconquer  their  country.  The  British 
traders  will  not  supply  them,  because  it  is  their 
interest  to  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  Black- 
feet;  the  Spaniards  of  Santa  Fe  refuse,  on  the 
pretext  that  fire  arm  would  be  dangerous  to 
themselvs,  but  in  reality  because  it  is  their  policy 
to  keep  the  neighboring  Indians  as  weak  and  de- 
pendent as  possible.  In  support  of  these  state- 
ments, Mr.  Benton  read  passages  from  pages 
419,  '20,  '1,  '2,  '3,  of  vol.  2,  of  Lewis  ajid  Clark's 
Journal. 

From  these  it  appeared  that  the  Sho-sho- 
nees  and  other  bands  of  the  Snakes,  were  the 
owners  of  the  coimtry  from  the  base  of  the 
Eocky  Mountains,  and  covering  all  the  upper 
waters  of  the  YeUow  Stone  and  Missouri ;  that 
the  Saskatchiwoine  Indians,  armed  with  gnns, 
had  invaded  their  country,  and  driven  them 
into  the  mountains ;  that  they  led  the  most 
miserable  life,  subsisting  upon  roots  and  berries, 
and  only  venturing,  by  stealth,  into  their  own 
country,  in  search  of  a  buffalo ;  that  the  Black- 
feet  kiUed  them  wherever  they  could  find  them. 
&c.  ' 

8th.  The  conduct  of  British  traders  to  each 
other.  The  Hudson  Bay  and  Northwest  Com- 
pany, now  united,  were  lately  rivals  in  trade. 
Out  of  that  rivalship  arose  a  war,  which  con- 
tinued for  several  years.  Each  endeavored  to 
drive  the  other  from  the  field  of  trade.  Murder 
aiid  robbery  were  the  means ;  themselves,  some- 
times disguised  as  Indians,  aided  by  Indians, 
were  the  instruments  of  execution.  As  an 
exemplification  of  the  character  of  this  war 
for  the  fur  trade,  Mr.  B.  read  the  account  of 
the  massacre  of  Governor  Semple,  of  the 
Hudson  Bay  Company,  in  the  year  1815,  by 
the  agents  and  "half-breeds"  of  the  Northwest 
Company.  He  took  the  account  as  he  found 
it  in  the  London  Quarterly  Eeview,  a  work 
which  admits  no  falsehood  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  British  character.  The  scene  of  the 
massacre  was  in  front  of  Fort  Douglas,  at 
the  confluence  of  the  Assinaboin  and  Bed 
Eivers,  where  the  Earl  of  Selkirk,  nronripinr- 


Scotch  colony,  and  erected  a  military  work 
mounting  twenty  pieces  of  cannon,  for  the 
double  object  of  protecting  his  traders  and 
colonists.  The  objectof  Mr.  Bekton  in  referring 
to  this  war,  and  showing  its  remorseless  charac- 
ter, was  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  inference 
that,  as  these  companies,  when  rivals,  endeavor- 
ed, by  murder  and  robbery,  to  drive  each  other 
from  the  fur  trade,  so  when  united,  they  would 
naturally  pursue  the  same  means  to  drive  Ameri- 
can citizens  from  the  same  commerce. 

"  The  accoimt  (says  the  Eeview)  given  in  the 
Montreal  Herald  of  the  12th  of  October,  evidently 
from  one  of  the  few  persons  who  survived  the  massa- 
cre, is  probably  the  true  one.     From  this  it  appears, 
that  a  regular  expedition  was  fitted  out  by  the  North- 
west Company,  to  drive  away,  for  the  second  time, 
the  people  belonging  to  the  Hudson  Bay  Company, 
who  had  repossessed  themselves  of  their  establish- 
ment on  Red  River.     Governor  Semple,   observing 
their  approach,  said,  'We  must  go  and  meet  those 
people — let  twenty  men  follow  me.'     They  had  only 
proceeded  a  few  hmidred  yards  when  several  colo- 
nists came  mnning  towards  them  in  great  dismay 
ciying  out,    'The  Northwest  Company — ^the   half- 
breeds!'     Having  advanced  half  a  mile  from  Fort 
Douglas,  a  numerous  body  of  cavaliy  appeared  from 
behind  a  wood,  surrounded  the  Governor  and  his 
people,  when  one  Bouche,  a  Canadian,  rode  up  to  Mr. 
Semple,  demanding  their  fort.     The  Governor  an- 
swered, '  Go  to  your  fort.'     '  You,'  retorted  Bouche, 
'have    destroyed    our    fort,    you    damned  rascal' 
'  Scoundrel,'  said  the  Governor,  laying  his  hand  upon 
Bonche's  bridle,  'dare  you  call  me   so?'    Bouche 
sprang  from  his  horse,  and  a  shot  was  immediately 
fired,  by  which  Lieutenant  Holt  felL     The  next  shot 
wounded  the  Governor,  who  called  out  to  his  men, 
'  Do  what  you  can  to  take  care  of  yourselves;'  but 
he  was  so  much  beloved  that  they  afiectionately  gath- 
ered round  him  to  learn  what  injury  he  had  suffered; 
whqp  a  volley  of  musketry  was  poured  into  the  group, 
which  killed  several  and  wounded  the  greater  part  of 
them. 

"  The  cavalry  galloped  towards  the  survivors,  who 
took  off  their  hats,  and  called  for  mercy.  But  this 
address  for  mercy  was  made  to  the  servants  of  the 
Northwest  Company,  and  at  their  hands  was  imme- 
diately received  by  what  must  be  presumed  the  ac- 
customed measure  of  their  compassion— a  speedy 
termination  of  eai-thly  calamities.  The  knife,  the 
axe,  or  the  ball,  in  able  and  wiUmg  bands,  soon 
placed  in  lasting  repose,  those  whom  pam  or  terror 
had  rendered  clamorous.  Thus  fell  Governor  Sem- 
ple, a  man  of  amiable  and  modest  manners,  and  of  a 
most  humane  and  benevolent  disposition ;  his  private 
secretary,  the  surgeon,  two  officers,  and  fifteen  set- 
tlers. Their  bodies  are  stated  to  have  been  bar- 
barously mangled  to  gratify  the  savage  rancor  of 
ttieir  murderers,  commanded  by  a  Mr.  Cuthbert 
Grant,  who  told  the  survivor  that,  if  the  remamder 
m  the  fort  showed  the  least  resistance,  'neither 
man,   woman,  nor  child  should  be  spared.'"— FoJ. 

Upon  this  exposition  of  facts  and  reasons,  Mr. 
B.  submitted,  that  he  stood  fully  justified  in 
charging  all  the  robberies  and  mm-ders  oom- 
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traders.  The  true  cause  of  their  hostility- 
being  shown,  the  question  is,  upon  the  means 
of  putting  an  end  to  these  outrages,  and  pre- 
serving the  fur  trade,  within  the  United  States, 
to  American  citizens. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  committee,  contem- 
plates four  provisions  to  accomplish  these  obj  ec  ts : 

1.  To  enter  into  treaties  of  trade  and  friend- 
ship with  the  principal  tribes  beyond  the  Missis- 
sippi. 

2.  To  locate  the  traders. 

3.  To  appoint  additional  sub-agents  to  be  em- 
ployed upon  the  Upper  Missouri. 

4.  To  establish  a  military  post  at,  or  beyond, 
the  Mandans. 

Mr.  B.  showed  the  necessity  and  propriety  of 
each  of  these  provisions. 

"1.  To  regulate  commerce  with  the  Indians," 
was  a  power  granted  to  Congress  by  the  constitu- 
tion. So  far  as  our  own  citizens  were  concern- 
ed, they  could  be  regulated  by  law ;  but,  so  far 
as  the  Indians  were  concerned,  it  must  be  done 
by  treaty.  We  have  treaties  with  all  the  tribes 
on  this  side  the  Mississippi,  and  with  some  on 
the  other;  but  none  with  the  remote  tribes, 
whose  trade  would  be  so  valuable,  and  whose 
friendship  is  so  desirable  to  us.  The  biU  pro- 
poses an  appropriation  of  $10,000,  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  holdihg  those  treaties.  With  those 
who  admit  the  importance  of  the  object  to  be 
accomplished,  the  amount  of  this  appropriation 
can  furnish  no  objection. 

2.  To  locate  the  traders.  This  is  a  provision 
repeatedly  recommended,  by  both  United  States 
agents  and  traders.  It  will  put  an  end  to  many 
dissensions  among  the  traders,  and  secure  to  the 
Indian  the  fullest  and  fairest  marliet  for  the  bar- 
ter of  his  furs  and  peltries.  By  confining  the 
traders  to  particular  spots,  designated  by  the 
agents,  all  trespasses  upon  Indian  grounds  wiU 
be  effectually  prevented. 

Z.  The  appointment  of  two  sub-agents,  subor- 
dinate to  the  principal  agent,  on  the  Upper 
Missouri.  This  measure  is  recommended  on  the 
score  of  economy,  and  from  a  conviction  that 
the  views  of  the  Government  would  be  better 
promoted,  in  that  remote  quarter,  by  active 
sub-agents,  subordinate  to  a  principal,  than  by 
several  agents,  independent  of  each  other. 

4.  To  ad^-anoe  a  military  post  to  the  Upper 
Missouri.  The  number  of  troops  intended  for 
this  service,  is  four  companies.  The  committee 
have  been  "careful  to  ascertain  the  expense  of 
the  movement.  Document  No.  66  will  show 
their  correspondence  with  the  War  Department, 
in  which  this  number  is  deemed  sufficient,  and 
the  expense  is  estimated  at  $13,100.  For  this 
sum,  it  is  computed,  by  the  Quartermaster 
General,  that  the  troops  may  be  transported, 
with  full  supplies  for  one  year. 

Mr.  Bbntost  held  this  to  he  the  main  provi- 
sion of  the  bUl.  Without  it,  he  believed,  all 
the  others  would  be  vain  and  nugatory.  He 
knew  that  both  Houses  of  Congress,  some  years 
since,  had  decided  against  such  an  estabhsh- 
ment,  but  the  facts  were  not  known  then,  which 


are  now  communicated — ^facts  which  show  that 
we  must  surrender  the  fur  trade  within  our  own 
limits  to  the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  or  protect 
our  traders  by  the  advance  of  a  military  post. 
The  most  powerful  considerations  of  intwest, 
policy,  and  justice,  require  us  to  adopt  the  latter 
alternative.  I  do  not  use  these  words  at  ran- 
dom, said  Mr.  B.,  nor  for  the  purpose  of  filling 
up  and  rounding  off  a  sentence.  I  have  regard 
to  the  facts,  and  to  the  import  of  language, 
when  I  say  that  interest,  policy,  and  justice, 
require  the  American  far  traders  to  be  protect- 
ed by  their  Government.  The  amount  of  the 
trade,  its  peculiar  value,  and  the  encourage- 
ment it  gives  to  domestic  industry,  make  it  our 
interest  to  protect  it.  The  official  returns  for 
the  last. year,  show  that  $675,000  of  capital 
were  invested  in  this  trade ;  extend  it  to  the 
Rooky  Mountains,  and  it  wiU  be  augmented  to 
at  least  a  miUion  per  annum,  for  an  indefinite 
number  of  years  to  come.  The  British  com- 
panies have  taken  furs  to  the  value  of  £300,000 
sterling,  (about  a  million  and  a  quarter  of  dol- 
lars,) for  forty  years  past.  The  peculiar  value 
of  this  trade  should  make  it  an  object  of  na- 
tional attention.  Our  hat  manufactories  fur- 
nish fourteen  millions  of  dollars'  worth  of  hats 
per  annum.  Pur  is  the  chief  material  used  in 
this  great  manufactory,  and  the  districts  of  coun- 
try from  which  it  has  been  heretofore  obtained, 
are  rapidly  exhausting.  None  of  the  fine  furs 
can  now  be  taken  east  of  the  Mississippi.  Be- 
yond that  river,  as  far  out  as  the  meridian  of 
the  Mandan  villages,  the  country  is  one  con- 
tinued plain,  a  succession  of  open  prairies,  desti- 
tute of  shelter  for  furred  animals,  even  in  the 
period  of  gestation.  It  is  from  this  district, 
and  from  the  British  traders,  that  the  hat 
manufactories  of  the  United  States  are  now 
supplied.  But  how  long  wiU  this  supply  con- 
tinue ?  Certainly,  it  must  cease  in  a  few  years, 
and,  unless  our  traders  are  protected  in  pene- 
trating the  rich  and  exhaustless  fur  region  of 
the  Eocky  Mountains,  our  own  inanufaotories 
must  quit  work,  and  a  vast  siim  must  go 
to  England  annually,  to  purchase  hats  made  of 
the  fur  which  is  taken  from  the  territories  of 
the  United  States. 

Besides  the  magnitude  of  the  trade,  and  its 
peculiar  value,  it  has  other  claims  upon  the  at- 
tention of  the  nation,  from  the  encouragement 
it  will  give  to  home  industry.  In  England  the 
fur  companies  are  cherished  by  the  Parliament, 
because  they  employ  in  their  trade  annually 
fifty  thousand  pounds  sterling,  ($240,000,)  of 
British  manufactured  goods.  Every  article 
which  enters  into  this  trade,  and  the  raw  mate- 
rial of  which  it  is  made,  is  the  product  of  our 
own  country.  Coarse  cottons,  woollens,  hard- 
ware, powder,  lead,  tobacco,  are  the  chief  ar- 
ticles of  this  trade.  Mr.  Pilcher,  himself  a  fur 
trader,  states,  that  all  these  articles  can  be  as 
well  manufactured  in  the  United  States  as  in 
England.  The  British  patterns,  which  have 
been  adapted  to  the  taste  and  wants  of  the 
Indians,  are  alone  to  be  followed.    No  superior 


550 


ABKIDGMENT  OF  THE 


Sehate.] 


Indian  Fur  Trade. 


[Mabch,  1824. 


or  peculiar  workmanship  is  required.  Mr.  B. 
appealed  to  the  Senate  to  say,  if,  in  this  point 
of  view,  as  the  annual  consumer  of  a  vast 
amount  of  home  manufactures,  made  of  home 
marerials,  the  fur  trade  was  not  entitled  to  the 
protection  of  the  Government  ? 

Our  policy  unites  itself  with  our  interest. 
Policy  requires  us  to  preserve  the  trade  of  the 
Indians,  as  the  only  means  of  preserving  their 
friendship.  Their  traders  rule  them.  They  did 
so  under  the  Colonial  Government,  when  French 
traders  led  the  attack  upon  the  forts  and  settle- 
ments of  the  colonists.  They  have  done  so 
ever  since ;  the  British  trader  succeeding  to  the 
French,  and  leading  the  same  Indians  to  the 
slaughter  of  Americans.  At  this  moment,  every 
tribe  beyond  the  Mississippi,  which  trades  with 
Americans,  is  friendly ;  every  tribe  which 
trades  with  the  British,  is  at  war  with  us  1 
Justice  requires  this  protection  to  the  West. 
Atlantic  commerce  is  protected  by  ships  of  war 
in  every  sea,  by  Ambassadors  at  every  Court, 
by  a  chain  of  lighthouses,  illuminated  at  the 
annual  expense  of  $145,000,  to  light  the  return- 
ing cargo  into  port.  Shall  the  West,  then, 
solicit  in  vain  for  a  little  post,  a  handful  of  men, 
and  a  few  miserable  dollars,  to  protect  the  lives 
of  her  citizens,  upon  the  soil  of  their  country, 
engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  a  trade  of  indis- 
pensable value  to  the  whole  Union  ?  If  any  one 
resists  this  appeal,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  ask  him  if  it 
is  not  right  to  be  just  before  we  are  generous  ? 
To  take  care  of  our  own  household,  before  we 
go  forth  in  quest  of  foreign  adventures  ?  We 
have  a  colony  of  deported  negroes,  upon  the 
coast  of  Africa.  We  vote  fifty  thousand  dollars 
annually,  and  send  out  a  ship  of  war  for  their 
protection.  Last  year  they  were  attacked  by 
their  fellow-countrymen,  and  seven  of  their 
number  kflled  and  wounded.  The  agent  of  the 
establishment  called  on  Capt.  Spenpe,  of  the 
United  States  ship  Oyane,  to  land  his  crew  and 
build  them  "  a  permanent  and  powerful  fortifi- 
cation." It  was  done.  A  martella  tower  of 
strong  mason  work  was  immediately  construct- 
ed, and  the  public  journals  resounded  with  ap- 
plause. At  this  very  session,  within  a  few 
days  past,  we  have  repeated  our  vote  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  for  this  charitable  enterprise 
on  the  coast  of  Africa.  Yet  the  West  asks  for 
thirty  thousand  dollars  only  for  the  protection 
of  her  trade  and  citizens ;  and  shall  it  be  denied  ? 

When  Mr.  B.  had  concluded — ■ 

Mr.  LowEiE  expressed  some  doubts  as  to  the 
propriety  of  the  fifth  section  of  this  bill.  He 
considered  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri,  on  this  subject,  as  very  valuable — 
several  new  points  had  been  stated  by  that 
gentleman.  He  had  entertained  an  unfavorable 
impression  of  the  conduct  of  the  Americans,  in 
relation  to  the  Indian  tribes  which  had  been 
spoken  of,  from  the  documents  communicated 
by  the  President.  He  wished  a  few  days  delay, 
in  order  again  to  examine  the  documents  to 


tion  of  the  bill  would  be  destruction  to  it.  It 
was  of  the  greatest  importance  that  it  should 
be  acted  upon  immediately.  He  thought  there 
could  be  no  occasion  for  delay.  He  answered 
some  objections  made  by  Mi".  Loweie  to  the 
fifth  section.  The  bill  constituted  a  complete 
system,  and  he  would  be  unwilling  to  relin- 
quish any  section  of  it. 

Mr.  CnANDLEB  remarked  that  he  was  not  as 
well  informed  on  this  subject  as  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  had  shown  himself  to  be ;  and 
he,  therefore,  wished  for  further  time  to  ex- 
amine it.  Ho  moved  the  postponement  of  the 
bill  until  Wednesday  next. 

Messrs.  Holmes  of  Maine,  and  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject. 
The  bill  was  then  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day,  for  Wednesday  next. 

And,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until 
to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  March  30. 
Claims  against  the  United  States. 

The  bill  "  providing  for  the  settlement  of  cer- 
tain pecuniary  claims  against  the  United  States," 
was  taken  up  for  consideration  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  This  bill  was  introduced,  on  leave 
granted,  by  Mr.  Tatloe,  of  Virginia,  and  re- 
ported with  sundry  amendments,  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary.  These  amendments 
were  in  the  details  of  the  bill.  Some  remarks 
were  made  upon  them,  by  Messrs.  Chakdlee, 
Tatloe  of  Virginia,  Loweie,  and  Baebotie. 
They  were  then  agreed  to.  The  hUl  provides 
a  tribunal  for  the  adjustment  of  that  class  of 
private  claims,  upon  which  so  much  of  the  time 
of  Congress  has  been  consumed.  Mr.  Holmes 
of  Maine,  proposed  to  amend  the  bOl  by  limiting 
its  operation  to  claims  of  a  certain  amount. 
Messrs.  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  and  Tatloe 
of  Virginia,  spoke  upon  this  amendment,  and 
it  was  then  agreed  to.  Mr.  Mills  submitted 
an  amendment,  limiting  the  provisions  of  the 
bill  to  citizens  of  the  United  States.  This  was 
also  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  as 
amended.  The  amendments  were  agreed  to, 
in  Senate,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tatloe  of 
Virginia,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 


Wednesdat,  March  31. 
Indian  Fur  Trade. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  bill  "to  en- 
able the  President  to  carry  into  efiect  the  treaty 
made  at  Ghent,  the  24th  of  December,  1814, 
excluding  foreigners  from  trade  and  intercourse 
with  the  Indian  tribes  within  the  United  States, 
and'  to  preserve  the  fur  trade  within  the  limits 
of  tlie  said  United  States  to  American  citizens," 
was  again  taken  up  for  consideration  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.    Diokeeson  addressed  the   Chair.    He 
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to  the  extent  of  one  of  its  provisions ;  which 
he  had  not  perceived  till  he  heatd  the  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Missonri  (Mr. 
Bejjton)  yesterday.  When  he  heard  the  title 
of  the  bill,  to  carry  into  efifect  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent,  he  had  not  conceived  that  one,  if  not 
the  chief  object  of  it  -was,  to  authorize  the 
transportation  of  a  part  of  our  army  to  some 
point  on  the  Missonri — as  high  as  the  falls  of 
that  river.  He  was  at  a  loss  to  know  what 
ai'ticle  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  was  to  be  carried 
into  effect  by  this  provision  of  the  biU — it  could 
only  apply  to  the  ninth  article,  which  required 
that  we  should  put  an  end  to  hostilities  with 
all  the  Indian  tribes,  or  nations,  with  whom 
we  were  at  war,  and  forthwith  restore  to  such 
tribes,  or  nations,  respectively,  all  the  posses- 
sions, rights,  or  privileges,  which  they  may 
have  enjoyed,  or  been  entitled  to,  in  the  year 
1811,  previous  to  such  hostilities.  Similar  con- 
ditions were  required  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment. As  it  is  our  own  part  of  the  treaty  only 
which  we  are  to  carry  into  effect,  this  bill  cannot 
be  intended  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  on  the 
part  of  the  British ;  that  must  be  left  for  them 
to  provide  for.  How  this  biU  is  to  produce  the 
effect  indicated  by  its  title,  has  not  yet  been  ex- 
plained. 

It  is  intended  by  this  bUl  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  send  an  armed 
force,  of  four  companies  at  least,  to  some  point 
upon  the  Upper  Missouri,  as  high  as  the  falls 
of  that  river ;  which  is  about  800  mUes  above 
the  Yellow  Stone,  which  is  900  miles  above 
Council  Bluffs,  which  is  650  miles  above  the 
mouth  of  Missouri — ^in  all,  2,350  mUes  above 
the  mouth  of  the  Missouri — and  this  for  the 
avowed  purpose  of  protecting  traders,  but  which 
would  operate  as  a  protection  to  the  hunters 
and  trappers  upon  the  Indian  territories. 

It  will  not  be  pretended,  that  moving  troops 
up  the  Missouri  can  be  necessary  for  the  protec- 
tion of  our  frontiers.  Council  Bluffs,  where  we 
have  a  military  establishment,  is  three  hundred 
mUes  in  advance  of  the  western  boundary  of 
the  State  of  Missouri. 

The  object  cannot  be  to  make  preparations 
for  extending  our  population  to  the  Upper  Mis- 
souri, for,  thank  Heaven,  that  country  does 
not  admit  of  a  white  population.  In  the  ac- 
count of  Major  Long's  expedition  from  Pitts- 
burg to  the  Rocky  Mountains,  we  have  a  par- 
ticular account  of  the  vast  country  lying  be- 
tween the  meridian  of  the  Council  Bluffs  and 
the  Eocky  Mountains.     Vol  2,  page  350 : 

*'  Proceeding  westward  from  the  meridian  above 
specified,  the  hilly  eonntry  gradually  subsides,  giving 
pla,ce  to  a  region  of  vast  extent,  spreading  towards 
the  North  and  South,  and  presenting  an  undulating 
surface,  with  nothing  to  limit  or  variegate  the  view, 
but  here  and  there  a  hill,  knob,  or  insulated  tract  of 
table  Lind.  At  length,  the  Rocky  Mountains  break 
upon  the  view,  toweriog  abruptly  from  the  plains,  and 
mingling  their  snow-capped  summits  with  the  clouds." 

"  On  approaching  the  mountains,  no  other  change 
is  observable  in  the  general  aspect  of  lie  Bonutry, 


except  that  the  isolated  knobs  and  table  lands,  above 
alluded  to,  become  more  frequent,  and  more  distinct- 
ly marked.  The  bluffs,  by  which  the  valleys  of 
water-courses  are  hounded,  present  a  greater  abun- 
dance of  rocks ;  stones  lie  in  greater  profusion  upon  the 
surface,  and  the  soil  becomes  more  sterile.  If  to  the 
characteristics  above  intimated,  we  add  that  of  an 
almost  complete  destitution  of  woodland,  (for  not 
more  than  one-thousandth  part  of  the  section  can 
be  said  to  possess  a  timber  growth,)  we  shall  have 
a  pretty  correct  idea  of  the  general  aspect  of  the 
conntiy." 

Page  452. — "  Throughout  this  section  of  country, 
the  surface  is  occasionally  characterized  by  water- 
worn  pebbles,  and  gravel  of  granite,  gneiss,  and 
quartz ;  but  the  predominate  characteristic  is  sand, 
which,  in  many  instances,  prevails  almost  to  the  en- 
tire exclusion  of  vegetable  mould.  Large  tracts  are 
often  to  he  met  with,  exhibiting  scarcely  a  trace  of 
vegetation.  The  whole  region,  as  before  hinted,  is 
almost  entirely  destitute  of  a  timber  growth  of  any 
description.  In  some  few  instances,  however,  sandy 
knobs  and  ridges  make  their  appearance,  thickly 
covered  with  red  cedars,  of  a  dwarfish  growth.  There 
are  also  some  few  tracts,  clad  in  a,  growth  of  pitch 
pine  and  scrubby  oaks ;  but,  in  general,  nothing  of 
vegetation  appears  upon  the  uplands,  but  withered 
grass  of  stinted  growth,  no  more  than  two  or  three 
inches  high,  prickly  pears  profusely  covering  exten- 
sive tracts,  and  weeds  of  a  few  varieties,  which,  like 
the  prickly  pears,  seem  to  thrive  best  in  the  most 
arid  and  stenle  soils." 

Page  361. — "  In  regard  to  this  extensive  section 
of  country,  we  do  not  hesitate  in  giving  the  opinion, 
that  it  is  almost  whoUy  unfit  for  cultivation  ;  and,  of 
course,  uninhabitable  by  a  people  depending  upon 
agriculture  for  subsistence.  Although  tracts  of  fer- 
tile land,  considerably  extensive,  are  occasionally  to 
be  met  with,  yet  the  scarcity  of  wood  and  water, 
almost  uniformly  prevalent,  will  prove  an  insupera- 
ble obstacle  in  the  way  of  settling  the  country. 
This  objection  rests  not  only  against  the  immediate 
section  nnder  consideration,  but  applies  with  equal 
propriety  to  a  much  larger  portion  of  the  country. 
Agreeably  to  the  best  intelligence  that  can  be  had, 
concerning  the  country  both  northward  and  south- 
w;ard  of  the  section,  and  especially  to  the  inferences 
deducible  from  the  account  given  by  Lewis  and 
Clark,  of  the  country  situated  between  the  Missouri 
and  the  Rocky  Mountains,  above  the  River  Platte, 
the  vast  region  commencing  near  the  sources  of  the 
Sabine,  Trinity,  Brazos,  and  Colorado,  and  extending 
northwardly  to  the  49th  degree  of  North  latitude,  by 
which  the  United  States  territory  is  Kmited  in  that 
direction,  is,  thronghont,  of  a  similar  character.  The 
whole  of  this  region  seems  peculiarly  adapted  as  a 
range  for  buffaloes,  wild  goats,  and  other  wild  game, 
incalculable  multitudes  of  which  find  ample  pastur- 
age and  subsistence  npon  it." 

"  This  region,  however,  viewed  as  a  frontier,  may 
prove  of  infinite  importance  to  the  United  States,  in- 
asmuch as  it  is  calculated  to  serve  as  a  barrier  to 
prevent  too  great  an  extension  of  our  population 
westward,  and  secure  ns  against  the  machinations  or 
incnrsions  of  an  enemy,  that  might  be  disposed  to 
annoy  us  in  that  quarter." 

There  is  no  part  of  the  valuable  work  before 
me,  said  Mi-.  D.,  which  has  given  me  so  much 
pleasure  as  that  which  I  have  just  read.  It  is  a 
melancholy  truth,  that  the  aborigines  of  this 
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continent  must  and  -will  be  exterminated  from 
every  section  of  the  country  in  wliich  agricul- 
ture can  be  followed  with  success.  Such  has 
been,  such  must  be  their  fate !  But  here  seemed 
to  be  a  region,  in  which  a  remnant  of  the  innu- 
merable tribes  that  once  traversed  our  forests, 
might  find  a  habitation,  safe  from  the  over- 
whelmingflood  of  white  population  which  would 
otherwise  drive  them  from  the  face  of  the  earth. 
But  even  this  last  refuge  is  to  fail  them,  if  our 
hunters  and  trappers  are  to  be  supported  by  an 
armed  force,  while  they  utterly  destroy  the 
beavef  and  buffalo  of  this  vast  region. 

It  is  intended  to  send  four  companies  to  the 
Upper  Missouri.  Mr.  D.  said  he  was  informed 
by  a  gentleman  of  great  military  experience,  and 
well  acquainted  with  that  country,  that  four 
companies  would  be  altogether  inadequate  to 
the  purpose  intended ;  that  they  would  be  easily 
cut  off  by  the  Indians ;  that  it  would  not  be  safe 
to  send  a  smaller  force  than  two  or  three  regi- 
ments— and  if  these  should  be  stationed  as  high 
up  as  the  Falls  of  Missouri,  it  would  require  sev- 
eral regiments  more  to  be  stationed  at  differ- 
ent points  on  the  river,  otherwise,  all  supplies 
would  be  cut  off,  and  our  forces  would  perish 
for  want  of  subsistence.  Our  troops  on  the  Up- 
per Missouri  must  depend  almost  entirely  upon 
supplies  from  our  settlements  at  and  below 
Council  Bluffs.  Neither  grain  nor  cattle  can  be 
procured  in  those  sterile  regions.  Even  turnips 
cannot  be  raised  among  the  rocks  and  sand  of 
the  region  in  latitude  forty-eight.  General 
Gaines  states,  that,  within  our  Western  boun- 
daries, there  are  thirty  thousand  warriors.  They 
are,  probably,  overrated;  but,  no  doubt,  they 
are  sufficiently  strong  to  destroy  any  force  which 
it  has  been  proposed  to  send  among  them. 

But  the  most  exceptionable  part  of  the  biU 
is,  not  the  protection  of  the  fur  traders,  which 
is  intended,  but  the  protection  of  the  hunters 
and  trappers,  which  will  be  effected.  These 
military  posts  multiply  the  points  of  collision 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  must  lead  to  wars 
with  them.  The  hunters  and  trappers  will  be, 
and  ought  to  be,  resisted  by  them.  Their  rights 
to  their  buffalo,  their  beaver,  and  their  game, 
are  as  sacred  as  our  rights  to  our  property.  It 
would  be  as  just  in  them  to  invade  our  territo- 
ries and  take  off  our  cattle,  as  it  would  be,  on 
our  part,  to  take  and  destroy  their  beaver,  and 
much  less  cruel.  For,  if  our  cattle  are  talren 
away,  we  soon  raise  more — not  so  with  the 
beaver — once  destroyed,  or  driven  from  a  re- 
gion, they  appear  there  no  more.  Taking  away 
their  buffalo,  their  beaver,  and  their  game,  is 
striking  at  their  very  existence ;  they  look  with 
terror  upon  these  hunters  fod  trappers,  as  the 
instruments  of  their  extermination.  Can  they 
be  blamed  for  resisting  them  ?  And  yet,  when 
they  do,  it  becomes  necessary  to  chastise  and 
subdue  them ;  although  it  may  be  against  the 
laws  of  humanity,  the  circumstances  of  the 
country  require  it.  But  every  principle  of  jus- 
tice and  humanitv  reouireB  that  we  should  avoid 


th  ere  been  no  circumstances  of  aggression,  which 
have  provoked  the  late  hostilities  of  the  Indians? 
The  facts  before  us  will  not  warrant  an  answer 
in  the  negative. 

General  Ashley  and  Major  Henry  had  a  license 
to  trade  with  the  Indians.  The  laws  prohibit 
their  trapping  and  hunting  in  the  Indian  terri- 
tories. To  take  with  them  a  company  of  hunt- 
ers and  trappers  among  the  Indians,  against 
their  will,  was  itself  an  act  of  aggression  and 
hostility.  General  Ashley  traded  with  the 
Arikaras  for  fifty  or  sixty  horses,  without  a 
special  license  for  that  purpose.  These  were 
not  necessary  for  the  usual  purposes  of  trade. 
His  party  consisted  of  ninety  men — a  much 
larger  number  than  was  necessary  for  the  pur- 
poses of  Indian  trade ;  but  not  more  than  was 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  hunting  and  trap- 
ping. The  Arikaras  could  not  doubt  but  tins 
expedition  was  fitted  out  for  the  purpose  of 
hunting  and  trapping.  Two  of  the  Arikaras 
had  been  killed  in  an  affray  with  the  Missouri 
Fur  Company ;  one  of  them,  a  son  of  a  principal 
chief  of  the  tribe,  which,  notwithstanding  their 
professions  to  the  contrary,  they  had  not  for- 
gotten. They  treacherously  attacked  General 
Ashley's  party,  and  killed  fourteen,  and  wound- 
ed Bine  of  his  men,  for  which  they  have  been 
severely  and  justly  chastised. 

It  is  said,  these  Indians  sell  their  furs  to  the 
British  traders.  If  so,  it  must  be  because  those 
traders  treat  them  more  kindly  than  ours,  give 
them  a  better  price  for  their  furs  and  peltries, 
and  sell  them  goods  at  a  cheaper  rate.  The 
Indians  understand  their  interests  as  well  as 
their  rights,  and  when  they  can  carry  on  their 
commerce  with  our  traders  with  as  much  ad- 
vantage as  with  the  British,  ours  will  be  pre- 
ferred. The  British  traders  do  not  hunt  or 
trap  upon  the  Indian  territories,  within  their 
boundaries.  They  gain  the  confidence  of  the 
Indians  by  acts  of  kindness,  which  ours  ought 
to  do,  but  which  they  never  will  do,  while  they 
rely  upon  an  armed  force  to  enable  them  to  im- 
pose their  own  conditions  upon  the  Indians. 

We  are  told  that  the  British  traders  como 
within  our  boundaries  to  trade  with  the  Indians. 
If  so,  the  means  are  sufficient,  under  our  present 
laws,  for  their  expulsion.  We  are  also  told 
that  there  is  an  armed  force  at  Fort  Douglas, 
on  Moose  River,  within  our  boundaries.  If 
there  is  such  a  force  established  there,  under  the 
Government  of  Great  Britain,  it  ought  to  be 
made  a  matter  of  complaint  against  that  Gov- 
ernment. A  remedy  ought  to  he  sought  by 
negotiation. 

Mr.  Benton  replied.  He  imputed  the  re- 
marks made  by  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey 
to  his  want  of  information  upon  the  subject. 
He  stated  that  the  title  of  the  bill  had  reference 
to  the  effect  of  the  whole  Treaty  of  Ghent,  be- 
cause that  treaty  did  not  revive  the  3d  article  oi 
Mr.  Jay's  treaty.  In  this  respect  alone,  the 
Ghent  treaty  was  worth,  to  the  Western  States, 
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against  British  traders?  The  President,  as 
executor  of  the  laws,  was  bound  to  carry  the 
treaty  into  effect.  How?  By  going  to  the 
Northwestern  frontier  in  person  to  keep  out 
Englishmen?  No,  sir ;  hut  by  sending  troops : 
and  this  is  what  the  bUl  proposes,  and  what 
has  been  intended  by  two  successive  Adminis- 
trations. 

The  Senatot  from  New  Jersey  has  read  from 
Major  Long's  Journal,  to  show  that  the  coimtry 
beyond  the  Mandan  villages  was  barren,  sterUe, 
and  unfit  for  cultivation.  Without  opposing 
other  authority- to  this  description  of  the  coun- 
try, Mr.  B.  would  ask  for  the  application  of  the 
fact,  taking  it  to  be  as  stated  by  Major  Long ; 
was  it  an  argument'  against  the  bill  ?  Not  at 
all.  To  the  contrary,  it  was  in  favor  of  it :  for 
it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  bill  to  send  out 
an  agricultural  colony,  but  a  military  post,  to 
protect  the  fur  trade;  and,  the  more  unin- 
habitable, inaccessible,  and  mountainous  the 
country,  the  better  it  was  for  the  furred  ani- 
mals, and  the  better  theatre  it  presented  for 
the  trader. 

The  Senator  objects  to  sending  a  post  to  the 
Falls  of  Missouri.  Well :  the  bUl  does  not 
name  the  Falls,  or  any  other  point.  It  leaves  it 
to  the  President  to  station  the  troops  at  such 
point  on  the  Upper  Missoui-i,  as  wiU  accomplish 
the  objects  intended.  It  would  be  wrong  to 
name  a  precise  point  in  the  biU.  Congress 
have  their  duties  assigned  them  by  the  consti- 
tution ;  and  the  Pi-esident  has  his,  prescribed 
by  the  same  high  authority.  It  is  the  business 
of  Congress  to  vote  the  ti-oops  and  the  supplies ; 
it  is  the  right  of  the  President  to  employ  them 
where  the  public  service  may  require  their 
presence.  The  mouth  of  the  Yellow  Stone 
Kiver  will  probably  be  the  point.  That  name 
has  become  unpopular ;  but,  in  exciting  public 
odium  against  it,  it  may  be  well  to  look  to  the 
origin  of  its  selection.  It  was  selected  by  Lewis 
and  Clark,  on  their  return  from  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  as  the  proper  point  for  commanding  the 
rich  fur  trade  of  the  Eocky  Mountains.  It  was 
approved  by  the  Administration  in  the  year 
1815,  Mr.  Madison  being  President,  and  Mr. 
Monroe  Secretary  of  War.  Recollection  of  these 
facts  will  show  that  gentlemen  miss  the  mark 
when  they  condemn  those  who  now  endeavor 
to  carry  a  post  to  the  mouth  of  the  Yellow 
Stone.  But  the  distance  is  stOl  objected  to. 
Eighteen  hundred  miles  beyond  the  Mississippi 
makes,  indeed,  an  appalling  sound.  But  that 
is  by  water,  following  the  bends  of  the  river. 
The  Eocky  Mountains  are  but  nine  hundred 
miles  from  the  Mississippi ;  and  a  post  at  the 
Yellow  Stone  will  be  within  supporting  dis- 
tances of  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony  and  the 
Council  Blufis.  The  smaUness  of  the  amount 
required  for  the  transport  of  the  troops  is  ob- 
jected to;  doubtless  the  objection  would  also 
come  if  the  amount  was  large.  But  the  ac- 
curacy of  the  estimate  is  disputed.  Thirteen 
thousand  doUars  is  said  to  he  too  little  for  the 
object.    I  answer,  that  the  estimate  is  made  by 


the  Quartermaster  General,  upon  the  basis  that 
the  troops  wUl  move  in  their  own  boats.  It  is 
supported  by  the  fact  that  the  expedition  of 
Colonel  Leavenworth  cost  but  $4,000.  Every 
one  acquainted  with  the  movement  of  troops 
upon  the  Western  rivers  in  their  own  boats, 
can  bear  witness  to  the  smaUness  of  the  sums 
required  for  such  expeditions.  But  it  is  said 
that  the  troops  cannot  be  sustained  after  they 
are  carried  to  the  post.  Such  a  statement  dero- 
gates from  the  power  of  this  Government. 
Look  to  the  British»companies.  They  have 
upwards  of  three  thousand  men  in  their  service, 
stretched  across  the  continent,  from  the  fron- 
tiers of  Canada  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia 
Eiver,  occupying  a  line  of  posts  farther  north 
than  the  mouth  of  the  Yellow  Stone,  in  a  cli- 
mate more  inhospitable  than  on  the  banks  of 
the  Missouri,  and  without  the  advantage  of  a 
direct  communication  by  water,  either  with 
each  other,  or  with  the  settlements  in  Canada. 
Yet  these  three  thousand  men  are  sustained ; 
some  of  the  posts  they  occupy  have  been  kept 
up  for  forty  years ;  all  this  has  been  done  by  a 
company  of  fur  traders;  and  shall  it  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  power  of  the  United  States  is 
inadequate  to  the  support  of  four  companies 
upon  the  Upper  Missouri  ?  But  why  object  to 
a  distance  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  miles 
— to  an  expense  of  $13,000,  when  we  send  a 
ship  of  war  annually  to  the  coast  of  Africa, 
three  thousand  miles,  and  vote  $50,000  per  an- 
num to  protect  our  deported  negroes  from  the 
depredations  of  their  fellow-countrymen  ?  Gen- 
tlemen suppose  that  an  exhibition  of  force  is 
not  necessary  among  these  Indians.  They  labor 
under  a  great  mistake.  The  savage  respects 
power,  and  nothing  else.  The  Arab  of  the 
desert,  and  the  Blackfoot  of  the  Saskatohi- 
woine,  act  upon  the  same  principle.  Each 
considers  the  merchant  and  the  traveller  as  his 
lawful  prey,  and  they  kO  and  rob  him  if  they 
can. 

Mr.  DiOKEESON  conceived  it  his  duty  to  answer 
to  some  part  of  the  remarks  that  had  just  been 
made.  He  was  not  the  eulogist  of  the  British 
traders,  or  British  fur  companies.  He  had 
said,  that,  if  the  Indians  prefer  trading  with 
them,  it  is  because  their  confidence  is  gained 
by  kind  treatment  and  fair  dealing.  As  to  the 
hostile  views  of  those  traders  and  companies 
towards  us,  he  had  said  not  one  word.  He  had 
not  attempted  to  justify  them.  As  to  the  quar- 
rels between  the  rival  British  fur  companies, 
they  are  of  no  importance  to  us.  If  they  make 
war  upon  each  other,  it  is  their  concern,  not 
ours.  If  they  murdered  Governor  Semple,  that 
was  no  act  of  hostility  towards  the  United 
States,  nor  towards  the  Indians.  It  has  no 
bearing  upon  the  subject  before  the  Senate. 

I  do  not  think  the  killing  of  the  two  Ameri- 
can Indians  has  been  satisfactorily  accounted 
for.  Surely  they  were  not  killed  because  there 
had  been  hostility  between  Governor  Lewis 
and  some  of  the'  tribes  of  Indians,  or  because  it 
had  been  necessary  to  smuggle  a  Mandan  chitf 
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around  the  Eicara  villages,  fifteen  or  sixteen 
years  ago ;  or  because  twelve  men  had  been 
killed,  under  Lisa,  long  since.  It  is  probable 
they  were  killed  in  some  attack  which  they 
were  rash  enough  to  make  on  the  trappers  and 
hunters  of  the  Missouri  Fur  Company.  The 
Eioavas  probably  thought  that  their  young  men 
were  justifiable ;  and,  although  they  professed 
to  have  forgotten  and  forgiven  the  supposed 
injury,  it  is  very  evident  they  had  done  neither. 

Information  of  the  circumstances  which  I 
have  stated,  to  show  that  General  Ashley  and 
his  company,  as  well  as  the  Missouri  Fur  Com- 
pany, were  engaged  in  trapping  and  hunting  in 
the  Indian  teritories,  was  not  derived  from  the 
letter  from  the  West,  published  in  all  our 
papers,  and  which  the  gentleman  from  Missouri 
asserts  was  a  tissue  of  falsehoods.  It  was  de- 
rived from  a  source  entitled  to  the  highest  re- 
spect. It  was  derived  from  the  documents 
transmitted  to  us  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  with  his  message  of  the  2d  of  December 
last.  The  part  respecting  General  Ashley,  is  in 
a  letter  of  General  Atkinson,  page  83,  of  those 
documents — and  the  part  respecting  the  Mis- 
Bom-i  Fur  Company,  in  page  71,  of  those  docu- 
ments ;  in  a  letter  from  WiUiam  Gordon,  upon 
whom  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  has  pro- 
nounced the  highest  eulogium.  What  was  said 
of  the  inteference  of  the  Missouri  Fur  Company, 
to  prevent  a  peace  with  the  Eicaras,  and  of  the 
burning  their  towns,  by  this  same  Mr.  Gordon, 
and  a  Mr.  McDonald,  may  be  found  in  the  same 
document,  page  95. 

The  system  of  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes  lately  pursued  is  radically  wrong.  The 
British  trading  and  fur  companies  are  not  sup- 
ported by  the  armed  force  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment ;  they  have  no  means  of  insuring  suc- 
cess but  by  treating  the  Indians  kindly,  and 
dealing  with  them  fairly.  When  our  traders 
do  the  same,  they  will  meet  with  equal  success. 

Mr.  Smith  spoke  in  favor  of  allowing  more 
time  for  investigation  and  inquiry,  and  was  op- 
posed to  the  passage  of  the  bDl  at  the  present 
time. 

Mr.  King,  of  Few  York,  said,  he  believed,  if 
we  intended  to  invade  the  country  of  the  In- 
dians with  a  military  force,  we  ought  to  hold 
a  treaty  with  them,  and  obtain  their  consent  to 
the  measure.  We  had  no  right  to  do  it  without 
their  consent.  He  requested  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  to  give  him  some  information 
upon  this  subject.  He  wished  to  know,  also, 
if  the  Indian  tribes  had  not  a  right  to  conquer 
and  occupy  each  other's  territory.  If  the  tribe 
of  Blackfeet  had  come  from  Canada,  and  con- 
quered and  taken  possession  of  the  country  of 
another  tribe,  he  wished  to  know  what  right 
the  United  States  had  to  interfere  in  the  busi- 
ness. He  wished  to  be  informed,  too,  whether 
we  have  any  right  to  prevent  those  Indians  from 
going  where  they  choose — into  Canada,  or  else- 
where— to  trade  for  their  furs.     These  were 


any  correct  understanding  on  the  subject.  He 
presumed  there  was  no  distinct  law  respecting 
it.  These  Indian  tribes  do  not  come  within 
our  jurisdiction  ;  our  laws  do  not  control  them 
— even  when  they  commit  murders,  they  are 
not  amenable  to  our  laws.  It  has  always  been 
the  practice  of  the  Indians  to  go  from  one 
country  to  another ;  it  is  their  hqbit  to  wander 
over  the  wilderness  from  place  to  place.  Mr. 
K.  said  he  wished  to  see  the  principle  by 
which  we  were  going  to  make  provisions  like 
those  contained  in  this  bill.  We  must  make 
some  treaty  with  the  Indians  before  we  can  do 
it.  Can  we  send  a  military  force  into  their 
territory  without  their  consent?  Mr.  K.  be- 
lieved we  had  never  yet  done  it.  We  have 
power  to  make  aiTangements  with  them  for  the 
security  of  our  trade  with  them — but  this  bill 
does  more — it  goes  to  restrain  their  trade,  and 
exclude  all  others  from  it  but  ourselves.  Mr. 
K.  said  he  would  agree  to  all  the  other  pro- 
visions of  the  bill,  but  that  which  provided  for 
the  sending  of  troops  into  the  Indian  countries. 
He  must  know  more  about  it  before  he  would 
consent  to  that.  He  had  merely  suggested 
these  ideas,  to  call  forth  further  information 
on  the  preliminary  ground,  as  to  our  right  to 
take  the  course  .proposed  in  the  biE.  He 
wished,  also,  to  know  what  prohibitions  were 
to  be  introduced,  to  regulate  our  trade  with  the 
Indians. 

Mr.  Benton  rose  to  answer  the  questions 
proposed  to  him  by  the  Senator  from  New  York. 
It  had  been  the  practice  of  the  Government  to 
establish  military  posts  in  the  Indian  country 
without  their  consent.  The  practice  had  ob- 
tained under  every  Administration.  AH  the 
frontier  States  and  Territories  were  fuU  of  ex- 
amples. Without  going  into  an  enumeration 
of  instances,  which  might  be  forgotten  and  dis- 
puted, he  would  state  one,  known  to  us  all, 
sanctioned  by  us  all,  and  up  to  the  point  of  the 
gentleman's  inquiry — he  alluded  to  the  post  at 
the  Council  Blufi's.  It  was  established  four 
years  ago,  under  the  orders  of  the  President, 
and  had  secured  the  annual  sanction  of  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  in  annual  appropriations 
to  its  support.  Yet  this  post  was  established 
upon  Indian  territory,  without  their  consent, 
and  is  maintained  without  it.  Further,  Mr.  B. 
said,  the  Senate,  in  its  capacity  of  adviser  to 
the  President,  in  his  treaty-making  power,  had 
decided  the  same  question.  He  spoke  of  the 
Senate's  refusal  to  ratify  the  treaty  made  to  ex- 
tinguish the  Indian  title  to  fifteen  square  miles 
of  territory  to  include  the  fort  and  fields  at  the 
Council  Bluffs.  The  injunction  of  secrecy  had 
been  removed  from  the  Senate's  proceedings 
upon  that  treaty.  The  Journal  would  show 
that  the  distinguished  Senator  from  New  York 
had  voted  against  its  ratification.  His  own 
high  authority  might,  therefore,  be  quoted 
ag?,inst  himself,  in  answer  to  the  first  question 
which  he  had  put.     In  addition  to  all  this,  may 
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Administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  turns,  in 
every  clause,  upon  the  assertion  of  tlie  principle 
that  the  Indians  are  not  independent  nations ; 
that  our  jurisdiction  extends  over  their  soil,  and 
over  their  acts ;  and  that  our  troops  may  be 
sent  into  their  country,  without  then-  consent, 
as  often  as  our  policy  requires  it  to  be  done. 

The  second  interrogatoiy  put  by  the  Senator 
from  New  York,  related  to  our  right  to  inter- 
fere in  the  affairs  of  the  Indians  "  among  them- 
selves.'' Mr.  B.  said  tliat  there  was  no  part 
of  the  bill,  under  discussion,  which  asserted 
such  a  right,  or  proposed  to  exercise  it.  He, 
therefore,  claimed  the  indulgence  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  in  declining  to  answer  a 
question  not  relevant  to  the  matter  in  hand. 

The  third  interrogatory  inquired  for  the 
terms,  prohibitions,  and  regulations,  proposed 
to  be  put  into  the  projected  treaties.  Here 
again,  Mr.  B.  adverted  to  the  separation  of 
power  between  the  Congress  and  the  Executive. 
We  vote  the  appropriation  for  defraying  the  ex- 
pense of  holding  the  treaties;  the  President 
conducts  the  negotiations.  If  treaties  are  made, 
the  Senate's  power  over  their  stipulations  then 
commences.  It  can  refuse  to  ratify,  if  it  dis- 
approves. The  bill  on  the  table  was  suflSciently 
indicative  of  the  object  of  the  treaties,  by  the 
description  of  "  trade  and  friendship."  All  the 
rest  is  given,  by  the  constitution,  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive authority. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  dissented  entirely 
from  the  observations  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri.  He  (Mr.  K.)  did  not  believe 
there  was  any  authority  whatever,  for  placing 
a  military  force  in  the  Indian  country^  in  a 
time  of  peace.  In  his  opinion,  we  had  no  right 
to  do  it.  He  had  never  voted  for  carrying 
troops  there.  The  treaty  to  which  the  gentle- 
man alluded,  was  rejected  upon  other  grounds. 
If  we  are  at  war  with  the  Indians,  Mr.  K.  said, 
it  would  be  different ;  but,  while  we  remain  at 
peace  with  them,  we  have  no  right  to  adopt 
such  a  measure. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  said  he  must  confess 
he  was  somewhat  ignorant  of  this  subject. 
Members  could  not  be  supposed  to  be  able  to 
inquire  into,  and  inform  themselves  upon  every 
subject,  before  it  came  up  for  discussion.  He 
believed  his  honorable  friend  from  New  Jersey 
did  not  deserve  the  censure  bestowed  upon  him 
by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri.  It  was  not 
wonderful  that  he  was  not  as  well  acquainted 
with  the  subject  as  that  gentleman.  If  it  had 
been  a  bill  respecting  the  cod  or  mackerel  fish- 
ery, Mr.  H.  apprehended  that  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  himself  would  not  have  under- 
stood the  business  so  well  as  he  appeared  to  at 
present.  Mr.  H.  was  apprehensive  that  the 
whole  story  was  not  told.  Every  thing  that 
was  said,  in  relation  to  our  affairs  with  the 
Indians,  was  on  one  side.  The  poor  Indian  has 
no  one  here  to  speak  for  him.  There  is  nobody 
to  tell  us  when  the  United  States  are  wrong, 
and  the  Indians  are  right.  The  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey  has  produced  some  official 


facts  on  the  subject,  which  remain  yet  un- 
answered. Mr.  H.  believed  the  transactions  of 
General  Ashley  were  not  altogether  right  on 
his  part.  He  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  in- 
definite postponement  of  this  bill;  but,  as 
gentlemen  seemed  to  prefer  that  it  should  lie 
on  the  table,  he  would  not  propose  its  post- 
ponement. He  understood  the  object  of  the 
biU  to  be,  to  protect  om-  trade  with  the  North- 
western Indians,  by  a  military  force.  This 
subject  had  been  once  fully  discussed  and  set- 
tled ;  if  not  in  this  HSuse  of  Congress,  it  had  in 
the  other,  when  the  YeUow  Stone  Expedition 
was  under  consideration.  It  was  then  settled. 
The  principle  agreed  upon  was,  that  protection 
should  be  furnished  to  our  actual  settlements, 
by  posting  troops  in  advance  of  them ;  but  that 
the  traders  who  were  in  advance  of  those  posts 
should  be  left  to  protect  themselves.  He 
would  say  one  word  on  the  subject  of  advanc- 
ing a  military  force  into  the  Indian  country 
without  their  consent.  TVhile  we  recognize 
them  as  sovereign  powers,  and  treat  with  them, 
we  have  no  right  to  do  it.  We  certainly  ought 
not  to  carry  a  military  force  among  them,  while 
we  admit  their  competency  to  make  treaties. 
As  long  as  we  allow  them  that  right,  we  ought 
to  respect  them.  If  we  have  a  right  to  take 
one  acre  of  their  land,  for  the  establishment  of  a 
military  post,  we  have  a  right  to  take  ten, 
twenty,  or  thirty  acres ;  and  we  may  thus  take 
their  whole  territory.  Have  we  a  right  to  ex- 
ercise this  power  so  long  as  we  acknowledge 
their  right  to  treat  with  us  ?  Mr.  H.  adverted 
to  the  treaty  made  at  the  Council  Bluffs,  which 
had  been  spoken  of  He  said  that  treaty  neither 
asserted  nor  denied  our  right  to  establish  mili- 
tary posts  in  the  Indian  territory.  The  treaty 
was  rejected,  because  it  was  not  made  by  the 
lawful  authority.  It  had  no  bearing  on  this 
question.  He  would  either  make  no  treaties 
with  the  Indians,  or  he  would  use  them  as  we 
do  other  nations,  with  whom  we  treat.  How 
would  any  European  nation  like  it,  if  we  were 
to  march  a  militai-y  force  into  their  country  ? ' 
If  we  admit  their  right  to  treat,  we  have  no 
right  to  advance  a  military  force  into  their 
country,  in  time  of  peace.  It  had  been  our 
policy  to  restrict  our  forces  to  a  certain  distance 
beyond  the  actual  settlements.  Mr.  H.  had  no 
faith  in  the  economy  with  which  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  had  supposed  iMs  transaction 
would  be  completed.  If  we  establish  this  post, 
we  shall  have  an  estimate  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  the  next  year,  for  additional  appropria- 
tions for  its  support.  He  (Mr.  H.)  was  not  in- 
clined to  trust  entirely  to  the  statement  of  the 
expense,  which  had  already  been  furnished. 
Intermediate  posts  would  be  required,  for  the 
support  of  this.  It  would  require  at  least  two 
regiments  of  troops.  This  would  take  too  large 
a  proportion  from  our  small  Army.  When 
these  objections  were  taken  into  consideration, 
he  trusted  the  bill  would  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Bakton  then  offered  a  new  section,  by 
way  of  amendment,  as  a  substitute  for  the  third 
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section  of  the  bill.  The  amendment  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed  ;  the  bill  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

And,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until 
to-morrow.  , 


Thuesdat,  April  1. 
Indian  Beservations  in  Georgia. 

The  following  Message  was  yesterday  received 
from  the  Peesident  op  tob  P^nited  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

I  transmit  to  Congress  certain  papers  ennmerated 
in  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  relating  to  the 
compact  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of 
Georgia,  entered  into  in  1802,  whereby  the  latter 
ceded  to  the  former  a  portion  of  the  territory  then 
within  its  limits,  on  the  conditions  therein  specified. 
By  the  4th  article  of  that  compact,  it  was  stipulated 
that  the  United  States  should,  at  their  own  expense, 
extinguish,  for  the  use  of  Georgia,  the  Indian  title  to 
all  the  lands  within  the  State,  as  soon  as  it  might  be 
done  peaceably  and  on  reasonable  conditions.  These 
papers  show  the  measures  adopted  by  the  Executive 
of  the  United  States,  in  fulfilment  of  the  several  con- 
ditions of  the  compact,  from  its  date  to  the  present 
time,  and  particularly  the  negotiations  and  treaties 
with  the  Indian  tribes  for  the  extinguishment  of  their 
title,  with  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  acres  pur- 
chased, and  sums  paid  for  the  lands  they  acquired. 
They  show,  also,  the  state  in  which  this  interesting 
concern  now  rests  with  the  Cherokees,  one  of  the 
tribes  within  the  State,  and  the  inabihty  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive to  make  any  further  movement  with  this  tribe, 
without  the  special  sanction  of  Congress. 

I  have  full  confidence  that  my  predecessors  exerted 
their  best  endeavors  to  execute  this  compact  in  all 
its  parts,  of  which,  indeed,  the  sums  paid,  and  the 
lands  acquired  during  their  respective  terms,  in  fidfil- 
ment  of  its  several  stipulations,  are  a  fuU  proof.  I 
have  also  been  animated,  since  I  came  into  this  oiBce, 
with  the  same  zeal,  from  an  anxious  de^re  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  the  State,  and  in  the  hope  that,  by  the 
establishment  of  these  tribes  beyond  the  Mississippi, 
their  improvement  in  civilization,  their  security,  and 
happiness,  would  be  promoted.  By  the  paper  Ijear- 
mg  date  on  the  30th  of  January  last,  which  was  com- 
municated to  the  Chiefs  of  the  Cherokee  nation  in 
this  city,  who  came  to  protest  against  any  further 
appropriations  of  money  for  holding  treaties  with 
them,  the  obligation  imposed  on  the  United  States, 
by  the  compact  with  Georgia,  to  extinguish  the  In- 
dian title  to  the  right  of  soil  within  the  State,  and  the 
incompatibility  with  our  system,  of  their  existence  as 
a  distinct  community  within  any  State,  were  pressed 
with  the  utmost  earnestness.  It  was  proposed  to 
them,  at  the  same  time,  to  procure  and  convey  to 
them  territory  beyond  the  Mississippi,  in  exchange 
for  that  which  they  hold  within  the  hmits  of  Georgia, 
or  to  pay  them  for  it  its  value  in  money.  To  this 
proposal,  their  answer,  which  bears  date  11th  of 
February  following,  gives  an  unqualified  refusah  By 
this  it  is  manifest  that,  at  the  present  time,  and  in 
their  present  temper,  they  can  be  removed  only  by 
force,  to  which,  should  it  be  deemed  proper,  the 
power  of  the  Executive  is  incompetent. 

I  have  no  hesitation,  however,  to  declare  it  as  my 
opinion,  that  the  Indian  title  was  not  affected  in  the 


and  that  there  is  no  obligation  on  the  United  States 
to  remove  the  Indians  by  force.  The  ejipress  stipu- 
lation of  the  compact,  that  their  title  should  he  ex- 
tinguished at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  when 
it  may  be  done  peaceably  and  on  reasonable  condi- 
tions, is  a  ftill  proof  that  it  was  the  clear  and  distinct 
nnderstanding  of  both  parties  to  it,  that  the  Indians 
had  a  right  to  the  territory,  in  the  disposal  of  which 
they  were  to  be  regarded  as  free  agents.  An  attempt 
to  remove  them  by  force  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  un- 
just. In  the  future  measures  to  be  adopted  in  regard 
to  the  Indians  within  our  limits,  and  in  consequence, 
within  the  limits  of  any  State,  the  United  States  have 
duties  to  perform,  and  a  character  to  sustain,  to  which 
they  ought  not  to  be  indifferent.  At  an  early  period, 
their  improvement  in  the  arts  of  civilized  lUe  was 
made  an  object  with  the  Government,  and  that  has 
since  been  persevered  in.  This  policy  was  dictated 
by  motives  of  humanity  to  the  aborigines  of  the 
country,  and  under  a  firm  conviction  that  the  right 
to  adopt  and  pursue  it  was  equally  applicable  to  all 
the  tribes  within  our  limits. 

My  impression  is  equally  strong  that  it  would  pro- 
mote essentially  the  security  and  happiness  of  the 
tribes  within  our  limits,  if  they  could  be  prevailed  on 
to  retire  west  and  north  of  our  States  and  Territo- 
ries, on  lands  to  be  procured  for  them  by  the  United 
States,  in  exchange  for  those  on  which  they  now  re- 
side.     Sun-ounded  as  they  are,  and  pressed  as  they 
will  be,  on  every  side,  by  the  white  population,  it 
will  be  difficult,  rf  not  impossible,  for  them,  with  their 
kind  of  Government,  to  sustain  order  among  them. 
Their  interior  will  be  exposed  to  frequent  disturb- 
ances,  to  remedy   which,   the   interposition  of  the 
United  States  will  be  indispensable,  and  thus  their 
Government  will  gradually  lose  its  authority,  until  it 
is  annihilated.     In  this  process,  the  moral  character 
of  the  bribes  will  also  be  lost,  since  the  change  will 
be  too  rapid  tp  admit  their  improvement  in  civiliza- 
tion, to  enable  them  to  institute  and  sustain  a  Gov- 
ernment founded  on  our  principles,  if  such  a  change 
were  compatible  either  with  the  compact  with  Geoi^ 
gia,  or  with  our  general  system,  or  to  become  mem- 
bers of  a  State,  should  any  State  be  willing  to  adopt 
them  in  such   numbers,  regarding  the  good  order, 
peace,  and  tranquiUity,  of  such  State.     But  all  these 
evils  may  be  avoided,  if  these  tribes  will  consent  to 
remove  beyond  the  limits  of  our  present  States  and 
Teiritories.     Lands  equally  good,  and  perhaps  more 
fertUe,  may  be  procured  for  them  in  those  quarters; 
the  relations  between  the  United  States  and  such  In- 
dians would  still   be  the   same.     Considerations  of 
humanity  and  benevolence,  which  have  now  great 
weight,  would  operate,  m  that  event,  with  an  aug- 
mented force ;  since  we  should  feel  sensibly  the  obh- 
gation  imposed  on  us  by  the  accommodation  which 
they  thereby  afforded  us.     Placed  at  ease,  as  the 
United  States  would  then  be,  the  improvement  of 
those  tribes  in  civilization,  and  in  all  the  arts  and 
usages  of  civUized  life,  would  become  the  part  of  a 
general   system,  which  might  be  adopted  on  great 
consideration,    and  in  which   every  portion   of  our 
Union  would  then  take  an  equal   interest.     These 
views  have  steadily  been  pursued  by  the  Executive, 
and  the  moneys  which  have  been  placed  at  its  dispo- 
sal, have  been  so  applied,  in  the  manner  beat  calcu- 
lated, according  to  its  judgment,  to  produce  this  de- 
sirable  result,    as  wUl  appear   by    the    documents 
which  accompany  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
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gress,  under  a  high  sense  of  its  importance,  and  of 
the  propriety  of  an  early  decision  on  it.  This  com- 
pact gives  a  claim  to  the  State,  which  ought  to  be 
executed,  in  all  its  conditions,  with  perfect  good  faith. 
In  doing  this,  however,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  United 
States  to  regard  its  strict  import,  and  to  make  no  sac- 
rifice of  their  interest,  not  called  for  by  the  compact, 
nor  contemplated  by  either  of  the  parties,  when  it 
was  entered  into,  nor  to  commit  any  breach  of  right 
or  of  humanity  in  regard  to  the  Indians,  repugnant  to 
the  judgment,  and  revolting  to  the  feelings,  of  the 
whole  American  people.  I  submit  the  subject  to 
your  consideration,  in  fuU  confidence  that  you  wiU 
duly  weigh  the  obligations  of  the  compact  with 
Georgia,  its  import  in  all  its  parts,  and  the  extent  to 
which  the  United  States  are  bound  to  go,  under  it. 
I  submit  it  with  equal  confidence,  that  you  will  also 
weigh  the  nature  of  the  Indian  title  to  the  territory 
within  the  limits  of  any  State,  with  the  stipulations 
in  the  several  treaties  with  this  tribe,  respecting  ter- 
ritory held  by  it  within  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  de- 
cide whether  any  measure,  on  the  part  of  Congress, 
is  called  for  at  the  present  time,  and  what  such 
measure  shall  be,  if  any  is  deemed  expedient. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Washington,  March  29,  1824. 

War  Department,  March  29,  1824. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  directing  me  to 
(hmish  a  statement  of  the  facts  and  circumstances 
connected  with  the  execution  of  the  fom'th  article  of 
the  convention  between  the  United  States  and  Geor- 
gia, of  the  second  of  April,  1802,  in  which  the  former 
stipulates  "to  extinguish,  at  their  own  expense,  for 
the  use  of  Georgia,  as  early  as  the  same  can  be 
peaceably  obtained,  upon  reasonable  terms,  the  In- 
dian title  to  the  lands  lying  within  the  limits  of 
that  State,"  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report : 

By  the  convention  above  referred  to,  Georgia 
ceded  to  the  United  States  all  the  lands  lying  south  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  west  of  the  Chatahooche 
River,  and  a  line  drawn  from  the  mouth  of  the  Uchee 
Creek  direct  to  the  Nicojak,  on  the  Tennessee  River. 
In  consideration  of  this  cession,  the  United  States 
stipulated  to  pay  the  State  of  Georgia  $1,250,000, 
and  obligated  themselves,  in  the  manner  aljove  stated, 
to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  within  the  limits  of  the 
State.  The  convention  also  provides  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  Yazoo  claims,  which  were  afterwards 
provided  for  by  the  act  of  Congress,  approved 
March  31,  1814. 

At  the  date  of  the  convention,  the  Indians  owned, 
within  the  limits  of  Georgia,  25,980,000  acres,  of 
which  19,578,890  acres  belonged  to  the  Creeks,  and 
7,152,110  acres  to  the  Cherokees,  which  tribes 
owned,  besides,  a  considerable  extent  of  country  in 
the  States  of  Alabama,  Tennessee,  and  North  Caro- 
lina. Between  both  of  those  tribes  and  the  United 
States  therefore  subsisting  treaties,  at  the  time  of 
the  date  of  the  convention,  which,  among  other 
things,  fixed  the  limits  of  their  respective  territories, 
and  guaranteed  to  th«m  the  lands  within  those 
limits.  (See  1st  vol  United  States  Laws — ^treaty 
with  the  Creek  Indians,  p.  361,  art.  5.  Treaty  witii 
the  Creeks,  ratified  Tth  August,  1790.  Same,  page 
327,  treaty  of  Holston,  1791,  art.  7.  Same,  page 
332,  treaty  of  1798,  nearTellico,  articles  1  and  2.) 

In  fulfilment  of  the  stipulation  of  the  fourth  arti- 
cle with  Georgia,  there  have  been  held  seven  treaties 


with  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees  ;  of  which  five  were 
with  the  former ;  two  of  which  were  previous  to  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain,  in  1812,  and  three  since. 
By  the  two  preceding  the  declaration  of  war,  there 
were  ceded  to  Georgia  2,713,890  acres,  and  by  the 
three  latter,  11,735,590  acres,  making  together  14,- 
748,690  acres.  With  the  Cherokees,  there  have 
been  held  two  treaties,  both  since  the  late  war,  by 
which  Georgia  has  acquired  995,310  acres,  which, 
added  to  that  acquired  by  treaties  with  the  Creek 
nation,  make  15,744,000  acres,  that  have  been  ceded 
to  Georgia  since  the  date  of  the  convention,  in  fulfil- 
ment of  its  stipulations.    • 

In  acquiring  these  cessions  for  the  State  of  Georgia, 
the  United  States  have  expended  ^958,954  90 ;  to 
which  should  be  added,  the  value  of  995,310  acres, 
which  were  given  in  exchange  with  the  Cherokees, 
on  the  Arkansas  River,  for  a  quantity  ceded  by  the 
Cherokees  to  Georgia,  by  the  treaties  of  1817  and 
1819,  which  lands,  estimated  at  the  minimum  price 
of  the  public  lands,  would  make  $1,244,147  50  If 
to  these  we  add  the  sum  of  $1,250,000  paid  to 
Georgia  under  the  convention,  and  $4,282,151  12^, 
paid  to  the  Yazoo  claimants,  it  will  be  found  that  the 
United  States  have  already  paid,  under  the  convention, 
$7,735,243  52|,  which  does  not  include  any  portion 
of  the  expense  of  the  Greek  war,  by  which  upwards 
of  seven  millions  of  acres  were  acquired  to  the  State 
of  Georgia. 

The  United  States  have  ever  been  solicitous  to  ful- 
fil, at  the  earliest  period,  the  obligation  of  the  conven- 
tion, by  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  titles  within 
the  limits  of  Georgia ;  a  most  satisfactory  proof  of 
which  may  be  found  in  the  number  of  treaties  which 
have  been  held  for  that  purpose,  the  quantity  of  lands 
which  have  been  acquired,  and  the  price  paid.  In 
fact,  such  has  been  the  solicitude  of  the  Government, 
that  but  little  regard  has  been  had  to  the  price,  when- 
ever it  has  been  found  possible  to  obtain  a  cession  of 
lands  to  the  State.  The  price  given  has  far  exceeded 
that  which  has  ever  been  given  in  other  purchases 
from  the  Indians. 

I  feel  satisfied  that  it  may  be  asserted,  with  confi- 
dence, that  no  opportunity  of  extinguishiug  the  In- 
dian titles,  "  on  reasonable  terms,"  has  been  neglect- 
ed to  be  embraced  by  the  United  States. 

It  may  be  proper  to  notice,  more  particularly,  the 
treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  of  1814,  with  the  Creek  In- 
dians ;  and  those  of  1817  and  1819,  with  the  Chero- 
kees, as,  under  those  treaties,  lands  were  ceded,  not 
only  within  the  limits  of  Georgia,  but  also  in  the 
neighboring  States  of  Alabama,  Tennessee,  and 
North  Carolina,  which  may  require  some  explanation. 

It  may  be  proper  to  premise,  that,  previous  to  the 
late  war,  the  four  most  powerful  and  numerous  tribes 
of  Indians,  the  Creeks,  Cherokees,  Chickasaws,  and 
Choctaws,  lay  contiguous  to  one  another,  and  were 
situated  on  the  weakest  portion  of  our  frontier.  They 
contained,  at  the  period  referred  to,  »•  population  of 
between  sixty  and  seventy  thousand,  and  coidd  raise 
at  least  15,000  warriors.  During  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  great  anxiety  was  felt  in  relation  to 
those  numerous  and  powerful  tribes,  and,  although 
aU,  except  the  Creeks,  remained  at  peace,  it  is  be- 
lieved there  was  a  strong  tendency  towards  hostility 
among  some  of  the  other  tribes.  The  Creeks  com- 
menced hostility  at  a  critical  period  of  the  war,  and 
created  a  powerful  diversion  of  our  resources,  both  of 
men  and  money  ;  but,  by  a  vigorous  prosecution  of 
the  war,  they  were  reduced,  after  many  and  severe 
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losses.  Tho  treaty  of  Fort  Jackson  followed.  They 
wore  a  conquered  people,  and  treated  as  such  ;  and 
such  terms  were  imposed  as  considerations  of  public 
policy  dictated. 

The  advantage  that  would  result  by  separating 
those  powerful  Southern  tribes  from  one  another,  and 
from  the  Territory  of  Florida,  at  that  time  a  foreign 
province,  were  among  the  most  obvious  dictates  of 
policy,  as  it  would  eifectually  guard  against  the  pos- 
sible future  combination  of  those  tribes,  and  prevent 
the  liability  to  hostiHty,  which  almost  invariably  re- 
sults from  the  intercourse  of  Indian  tribes  with  a  for- 
eign territory.  The  Creek  Indians  were  required  to 
make  the  cession  of  lands  to  the  United  States,  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  effect  those  important  objects ; 
and,  accordingly,  the  United  States  acquired  a  large 
cession  in  what  is  now  the  State  of  Alabama,  which 
separated  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees  from  the  Chicka- 
saws  and  Choctawa  ;  and  a  cession,  in  the  southern 
part  of  Georgia,  which  separated  the  Creeks  from  the 
province  of  Florida. 

It  was  not  conceived  that  there  was  any  thing  in 
the  stipulation  of  the  convention  with  Georgia,  which 
prevented  the  United  States  from  pursuing  those  views 
of  national  policy.  The  obligation  of  the  United 
States  extends  only  to  the  purchase  of  lands  within 
the  limits  of  Georgia,  so  soon  as  it  could  be  done  upon 
"  peaceable  and  reasonable  terms."  The  lands  were 
acquij-ed  by  conquest,  and  not  by  purchase,  which 
left  the  nation  at  hberty  to  pursue  those  views  of  pol- 
icy which  have  been  stated,  and  which,  it  is  believed, 
has  tended  strongly  to  give  security  and  strength  to 
the  most  vulnerable  portion  of  the  country. 

In  noticing  the  treaties  of  1817  and  1819,  it  may 
be  proper  to  premise  that,  as  far  back  as  the  year 
1 804,  a  delegation  from  the  Cherokee  nation,  then  at 
the  Seat  of  Government,  were  informed  by  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, if  the  Cherokees,  or  any  portion  of  them, 
thought  proper  to  emigrate  to  the  Arkansas,  they 
should  receive  as  much  land  as  they  were  entitled  to 
in  proportion  to  their  numbers,  on  the  east  of  the 
MississippL  Under  the  sanction  of  this  promise,  and 
tempted  by  the  abundance  of  game,  emigration  con- 
tinued from  the,  Cherokee  nation,  in  small  parties,  to 
the  Arkansas,  until  1817.  The  number  being  then 
considerable,  a  commission  was  constituted  to  treat 
with  the  Cherokee  nation,  on  the  basis  of  the  arrange- 
ment made  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  which  was  followed  by 
the  treaty  of  the  8th  July,  1817,  which,  among  other 
things,  stipulated  that  a  census  of  the  Cherokee  na- 
tion should  be  taken  in  June  following,  and  that  a 
portion  of  the  country  should  be  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  equal  to  that  which  those  who  emigrated  to 
the  Arkansas  were  entitled  to ;  that  is  to  say,  if  it 
was  found  that  one-third  had  emigrated,  one-third  of 
the  territory  should  be  ceded,  and  so  in  any  other 
proportion,  according  to  the  number  that  should  emi- 
grate. To  carry  the  treaty  into  effect.  Congress  ap- 
propriated, by  the  act  of  the  20th  April,  1818,  the 
sum  of  $80,000,  in  order  to  defray  the  expenses  that 
might  be  attendant  on  the  emigration  of  the  Chero- 
kees to  the  Arkansas;  and  Joseph  McMinn,  Esq., 
then  Governor  of  Tennessee,  was  appointed  agent  to 
caiTy  the  treaty  into  effect.  It  was  found,  however, 
impossible  to  take  the  census  as  proposed  by  the 
treaty,  in  June,  and  various  causes  delayed  its  final 
execution  until  the  beginning  of  the  year  1819.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  emigration  of  the  Cherokees  was 
incessantly  urged  by  all  tho  means  ia  pOBSe.ssion  of 
the  Government. 


It  was  the  desire  of  the  Government  that  the  whole 
nation  should  emigrate,  under  the  belief  that  it  would 
be  better  for  the  Indians,  as  well  as  ourselves  ;.  and  no 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  Government  was  left  untried 
to  induce  them  to  emigrate.  A  large  portion  of  the 
nation,  however,  were  so  decidedly  opposed  to  it,  that 
it  was  found  impossible  to  carry  this  policy  of  the 
Government  into  effect. 

The  appropriation  being  finally  exhausted,  a  dele- 
gation of  the  Cherokee  nation  was  permitted  to  visit 
the  Seat  of  Government  in  1819,  in  order  to  close  the 
treaty  of  1817.  It  was  ascertained  that  about  one- 
third  part  of  the  nation  had  emigrated,  or  enrolled  to 
emigrate,  to  the  Arkansas ;  and  the  delegation  pro- 
posed to  treat  upon  that  basis,  which  was  acceded  to. 
It  only  remained  to  fix  on  the  portion  of  territory  to 
be  ceded.  With  the  view  of  throwing  the  land  to  be 
ceded  within  the  limits  of  Georgia,  and  to  separate 
the  Creek  and  Cherokee  nations,  the  Government 
proposed,  that  all  the  lands  lying  south  and  east  of 
Etowah,  one  of  the  main  branches  of  the  Coosa  River, 
should  be  ceded  by  the  Cherokees  ;  but  it  was  found 
impossible  to  induce  the  delegation  to  yield  to  that 
proposition,  or  to  any  other,  more  favorable  to  Geor- 
gia, than  that  which  was  adopted.  They  were  fixed 
in  their  determination,  particularly,  not  to  be  separa- 
ted from  the  Creek  nation,  by  an  intervenino-  white 
population,  and  to  cover  their  northern  boundary  by 
the  Tennesjee  River,  which  necessarily  threw  the  ces- 
sion, made  by  the  treaty,  into  Alabama,  Tennessee, 
and  North  Carolina,  as  well  as  Georgia.  Since  the 
treaty  of  1819,  two  attempts  have  been  made,  under 
appropriations  of  Congress,  to  open  a  negotiation 
with  the  Cherokee  nation,  for  further  cession,  both  of 
which  have  proved  aboWive. 

During  the  present  Winter,  a  delegation  of  the 
principal  chiefs  of  the  Cherokee  nation  visited  the 
Seat  of  Government,  and  the  opportunity  was  seized 
to  make  known  to  them  the  sentiments  of  tho  Gov- 
ernment, upon  the  subject  of  additional  cessions,  in 
order  to  fulfil  the  stipulation  of  the  convention  with 
Georgia. 

It  cannot  be  doubted,  that  much  of  the  difficulty  of 
acquiring  additional  cessions  from  the  Cherokee  na- 
tion, and  the  other  Southern  tribes,  results  from  their 
growing  civilization  and  knowledge,  by  which  they 
have  learned  to  place  a  higher  value  upon  theur  lands 
than  more  rude  and  savage  tribes.  Many  causes  have 
contributed  to  place  them  higher  in  the  scale  of  civili- 
zation than  other  Indians  within  our  limits.  Lyin" 
in  large  masses,  they  do  not  feel  that  depresaon, 
which  is  invariably  felt  by  small  and  detached  tribes, 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  whites.  In  addition  to 
which,  we  may  add  the  genial  nature  of  their  climate, 
which  enables  them  to  pass  more  readily  from  lie 
hunter  to  the  herdsman  state ;  and  the  fertility  of  their 
soil,  and  the  value  of  thehr  staple  articles,  particularly 
cottoa  To  these,  however,  must  be  added  the  humane 
and  benevolent  policy  of  the  Government,  which  has 
ever  directed  a  fostering  care  to  the  Iiglians  within 
our  limits.  This  policy  is  as  old  as  the  Government 
itself;  and  has  been  habitually  and  strongly  extended 
to  the  Cherokee  nation. 

By  the  fourteenth  article  o?  the  treaty  of  Holston, 
in  the  year  1791,  it  is  stipulated,  "  that  the  Cherokee 
nation  may  be  led  to  a  greater  degree  of  civilization, 
and  to  become  herdsmen  and  cultivators,  instead  of 
remaining  in  a  state  of  hunters,  the  United  States 
will,  froih  time  to  time,  furnish,  gratuitously,  the  said 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


559 


April,  182i.] 


Indian  Reservations  in  Georgia, 


[Senate. 


further  to  assist  the  said  nation  in  so  desirahle  a 
pursuit,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  estahlish  a  certain 
mode  of  communioation,  the  United  States  will  send 
such  and  so  many  persons  to  reside  in  said  nation,  as 
they  may  judge  proper,  not  exceeding  four  in  number, 
■who  shall  qualify  themselves  to  act  as  interpreters. 
These  persons  shall  have  lands  assigned  by  the  Cher- 
okees,  for  cultivation,  for  themselves,  and  their  suc- 
cessors in  office  ;  but  they  shall  be  precluded  exercis- 
ing any  kind  of  traffic. 

In  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  this  article,  the 
various  utensils  of  husbandry  have  been  abundantly 
and  constantly  distributed  to  the  Cherokee  nation, 
which  has  resulted  in  creating  a  taste  for  farming, 
and  the  comforts  of  civilized  life.  This  humane  pol- 
icy of  the  Government,  since  the  termination  of  the 
late  war,  has  taken,  in  some  degree,  a  new  direction. 
Certain  benevolent  societies,  in  the  year  1816,  applied 
for  permission  to  make  establishments  among  the 
Cherokees,  and  other  Southern  tribes,  for  the  purpose 
of  educating  and  instructing  them  iu  the  arts  of  civil- 
ized life.  Their  application  was  favorably  received. 
The  experiment  proved  so  favorable  that  Congress,  by 
the  act  of  3d  March,  1819,  appropriated  $10,000.  an- 
nually, as  a  civilization  fund,  which  has  been  applied 
in  such  a  manner  as  very  considerably  to  increase  the 
extent  and  usefulness  of  the  efforts  of  benevolent  in- 
dividuals, and  to  advance  the  work  of  Indian  civili- 
zation. 

In  performing  the  high  duties  of  humanity  to  the 
wretched  aborigines  of  our  country,  it  has  never  been 
conceived,  that  the  stipulation  of  the  convention  with 
Georgia,  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  within  her 
limits,  was  contravened.  The  Government  has  been 
actuated  solely  by  a  desire  to  perform  the  obligation, 
which  considerations  of  humanity  imposed  on  us,  in 
relation  to  these  unfortunate  people.  Their  situation, 
at  best,  is  wretched,  and  can  only  be  rendered  tole- 
rable, by  the  perpetual  exercise  of  that  humanity, 
kindness,  and  justice,  which  has  ever  characterized 
the  acts  of  the  Government  towards  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

To  the  President  of  the  U.  S. 

[Accompanying  this  report,  are  nearly  a  hundred 
pages  of  documentary  matter,  from  which  the  follow- 
ing is  selected  as  presenting  the  view  of  the  subject 
which  is  entertained  by  the  Eepresentatives  of  the 
State  of  Georgia.*] 
To  the  President  of  the  United  States  : 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  addressed  to  the  gentle- 
men composing  the  Georgia  delegation  to  Congress, 
copies  of  the  extraordinary  documents  furnished  by 
persons  who  are  called  the  CheroTcee  Delegation.  As 
this  is  believed  to  be  the  first  instance  in  which  a 
diplomatic  correspondence  has  been  held  with  Indian 
Chiefs,  and  iji  which  they  have  been  addressed  by 
the  Department  of  War  in  the  same  terms  with  those 
used  to  the  Kepresentation  of  a  State,  it  becomes  a 
subject  of  inquiry  in  what  light  the  Cherokees  are  at 
present  viewed  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  If  as  an  independent  nation,  to  be  treated 
with  by  all  the  forms  of  diplomatic  respect,  the  nego- 
tiation with  them  should  be  transferred  to  the  De- 
partment of  State,  and  will,  no  doubt,  be  preceded 
by  a  proper  examination  into  their  authority  to  speak 
for  the  Cherokee  tribe,  on  matters  affecting  its  pros- 
perity and  existence.     If  to  be  viewed  as  other  Indi- 


ans ;  as  persons  suffered  to  reside  within  the  territo- 
rial limits  of  the  United  States,  and  subject  to  every 
restraint  which  the  policy  and  power  of  the  General 
Government  require  to  be  imposed  upon  them,  for 
the  interest  of  the  Union,  the  interest  of  a  particular 
State,  and  their  own  preservation,  it  is  necessary  that 
these  misguided  men  should  be  taught  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government  that  there  is  no  alternative  between 
their  removal  beyond  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia and  their  extinction.  The  Government  of  the 
United  States  will  deceive  them  grossly  if  they  are 
led  to  believe  that,  at  this  day,  MeiV  consent  is  neces- 
sary to  the  fulfilment  of  i^ obligations  to  the  State  of 
Georgia.  Their  will  must  yield  to  the  paramount 
duties  of  the  General  Government  to  itself  and  to 
each  member  of  the  Confederacy.  The  Cherokees 
allege  (if,  indeed,  the  representation  made  is  made 
with  their  authority)  that  they  are  resolved  neither 
to  leave  nor  sell  their  lands  on  which  they  reside — 
lands  which  belong  to,  the  State  of  Georgia ;  over 
which  Georgia  did  claim  sovereignty  until  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  over  which  she 
will  exercise  her  powers  whenever  any  Administra- 
tion of  the  General  Government  resolves  to  fix  per- 
manently upon  them  any  persons  who  are  Tiot,  and 
whom  she  will  never  suffer  to  become,  her  citizens. 
The  doctrines  of  the  General  Government,  sanctioned 
by  the  highest  tribunals,  vindicate  the  claim  of  Geor- 
gia to  the  ownership  of  the  soil.  The  Indians  aro 
simply  occupants — tenants  at  will — incapable  of  trans- 
ferrmg  even  their  naked  possession,  except  through 
the  instrumentality  of  the  United  States,  to  the  State 
of  Georgia.  Aware  of  the  tenure  by  which  their 
temporary  possession  is  held,  their  head  men  have 
sought,  in  many  instances,  to  secure  from  the  United 
States  a  title  to  the  soil  itself  Stipulations  have 
been  entered  into  by  the  General  Government  equal- 
ly contradictory  to  the  rights  of  Georgia,  and  the  ob- 
ligations of  the  United  States ;  stipulations,  however, 
which  show  that  the  General  Government  have  the 
acknowledged  right  to  transfer  the  possession  of  the 
Cherokee  lands  to  the  State  of  Georgia.  The  power 
which  takes  from  the  Cherokee  tribe  a  portion  of  soil 
to  confer  it  on  a  Cherokee  cAie/j' under  a  different 
tenure,  can  rightfully  take  from  the  Cherokee  nation 
for  the  benefit  of  a  State. 

It  is  with  deep  concern  that  the  necessity  is  felt  of 
pressing  upon  the  General  Government  the  consider- 
ations that  are  due  to  its  character  for  good  faith  in 
its  contracts  with  a  member  of  the  Union.  Since 
the  year  1802,  implicit  reliance  has  been  placed  in 
the  General  Government ;  and  the  just  expectation 
has  been  indulged  that,  in  the  execution  of  its  high 
duties,  the  Executive  administration  would  carefully 
and  steadUy  pursue  the  object  for  which  the  faith  of 
the  Union  was  pledged — the  peaceable  extinguish- 
ment, on  reasonable  terms,  of  the  Indian  title  to  all 
the  lands  within  the  territorial  limits  of  Georgia.  In 
1817,  the  public  declaration  of  the  President  to  Con- 
gress, that  an  arrangement  had  been  made,  by 
which,  in  exchange  for  lands  beyond  the  IMississippi, 
a  great  part,  if  not  the  whole,  of  the  lands  possessed 
by  the  Cherokee  tribe  eastward  of  that  river  in  the 
States  of  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  Georgia, 
and  in  the  Territory  of  Alabama,  would  be  soon  ac- 
quired, gave  a  just  expectation  that  the  national 
pledo-e  given  to  Georgia  would  be  redeemed.  In  the 
eio-ht  years  which  have  succeeded,  these  anticipations 
of  the  President  have  been  realized  everywhere  but 
in  Georgia.     The  successive  purchases  made  since 
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that  period  have  crowded  the  Cherokees  out  of  Ten- 
nessee, North  Carolina,  and  Alabama,  almost  alto- 
gether into  Georgia ;  and  the  terms  upon  which  they 
have  been  made,  have  created  all  the  difficulties  now 
encountered  in  the  peaceful  acquisition,  on  reasona- 
ble terms,  of  tho  lands  upon  which  the  Cherokees  are 
now  permitted  to  remain ;  difficulties  which  are 
every  hour  increasing,  from  the  policy  pursued  by 
the  General  Government. 

It  is  with  all  due  respect  a  subject  of  serious  in- 
quiry, what  produced  the  extraordinary  change  in 
the  wishes  of  the  Cherokee  tribe,  as  expressed  in  the 
treaty  of  1817?  How  it  happened  that  the  Chero- 
kees of  the  upper  towns,  most  of  whom  were  without 
the  limits  of  Georgia,  and  who  desired  to  be  perma- 
nently fixed  on  the  lands  upon  which  they  then  lived, 
were  induced,  in  1819,  to  abandon  their  designs,  and 
many  of  them  to  become  inhabitants  of  the  region 
beyond  the  Mississippi,  while  the  Cherokees  of  the 
lower'towns,  (most  of  them  within  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia,) anxiously  desiring  to  remove  in  1817,  were  in 
1819  tempted  to  remain,  and  filled  with  the  desire 
of  a  permanent  establishment  there  ?  The  same 
exertions  which  produced  this,  can  effect  another 
change  ;  can  induce  the  remnant  still  in  the  limits  of 
Georgia,  to  follow  their  brethren  to  the  West,  to  a 
territory  which  the  General  Government  can  right- 
fully bestow  upon  them  as  a  temporary  or  perma- 
nent property,  without  interfering  with  the  right  or 
encroaching  upon  the  sovereignty  of  any  State.  Ar- 
gument is  not  necessary  to  show,  that  a  power  which 
interposes  obstacles  to  the  accomplishment  of  its  own 
promises,  violates  its  faith ;  and  that,  to  plead  the 
impossibility  to  perform  an  engagement  when  that 
impossibility  is  produced  by  those  who  engaged  to 
perform  it,  would  be  equally  dishonorable  and  hypo- 
critical. The  President  is  probably  not  aware  that 
the  United  States  will  be  liable  to  such  accusations, 
if  the  present  moment  is  suffered  to  pass  without  a 
fuU  compliance  on  their  part  with  the  obligations  of 
the  treaty  of  cession  of  1802.  What  has  created  the 
strong  desire  of  the  Cherokee  Indians  to  remain 
where  they  are  ?  The  policy  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment ;  the  pretended  guarantees  of  their  possessions ; 
the  attempted  changes  in  the  nature  of  their  titles  to 
them ;  the  lessons  received  from  their  masters  in  the 
arts  of  civilized  life ;  the  acquisition  of  property  and 
the  desire  of  extending  and  securing  it ;  a  policy  just 
and  generous  to  the  Indians,  but  solely  at  the  ex- 
pense of  a  member  of  the  Union ;  at  war,  not  less 
with  the  rights  of  that  member  of  the  Union,  than 
with  the  solemn  promises  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. The  United  States  have  the  same  right  to 
colonize  a  tribe  of  Indians  from  the  Columbia  or  Red 
Eiver,  in  Georgia,  as  they  have  to  pursue  a  system 
of  policy  whose  aim  or  end  shall  be  the  permanency 
of  the  Cherokees  within  that  State. 

If  the  Cherokees  are  unwilling  to  remove,  the 
causes  of  that  unwillingness  are  to  he  traced  to  the 
United  States.  If  a  peaceable  purchase  cannot  be 
made  in  the  ordinary  mode,  nothing  remains  to  he 
done  but  to  order  their  removal  to  a  designated  ter- 
ritory beyond  the  limits  of-  Georgia,  and  giving  an 
ample  equivalent  for  the  territory  left  by  them,  and 
an  ample  support  to  the  territory,  granted  to  them. 
An  order  of  this  kind  wiU  not  be  disregarded  by  the 
Cherokee  tribe,  whose  interest  will  be  essentially  pro- 
moted by  a  compliance  with  it,  (whatever  may  be 
the  effect  of  it  upon  a  few  chief  men,  who  seem  to 
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from  that  of  their  brethren,)  as  it  must  be  obviot 
that  a  tranquil  and  undisturbed  possession  of  a  pei 
manent  property  can  alone  enable  them  to  acquir 
the  arts  of  civilized  life,  and  to  secure  to  them  il 
benefits. 

Our  duty  is  performed  by  remonstrating  againf 
the  policy  heretofore  pursued,  by  which  the  interest 
of  Georgia  have  been  disregarded,  to  the  accomplish 
ment  of  other  objects  of  general  interest ;  and  a  com 
pliance  with  a  solemn  promise  postponed,  for  the  ac 
quisition  of  territory  for  the  General  Government 
and  by  insisting,  as  we  do,  most  earnestly,  upon  ai 
immediate  fulfilment  of  the  obligations  of  the  arti 
cles  of  cession,  concluded  in  1802,  as  the  only  mean 
by  which  justice  can  be  done  to  the  State  we  repro 
sent,  and  the  character  of  the  General  Govemmen 
be  vindicated. 

J.  ELLIOTT, 
N.  WARE,  Senatort. 
JOEL  ABBOT, 
GEO.  GARY, 
TH.  W.  COBB, 
W.  CUTHBERT, 
JOHN  FORSYTH, 
WILEY  THOMPSON, 

Repreaewta^ei. 
Washington,  March  10,  1824. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table 
Claims  against  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatloe,  of  Virginia,  tht 
bill  "  providing  for  the  settlement  of  pecnniai^ 
claims  against  the  United  States,"  was  taker 
up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Tatloe,  of  Virginia,  spoke  in  support  oi 
the  biU.  He  adverted  to  the  numerons  evils 
of  deciding  private  pecuniary  claims  against 
the  United  States  in  Congress — ^he  conceived 
that  it  could  not  he  difficult  to  find  a  remedy. 
There  was  no  individual  who  must  not  be  con- 
vinced of  the  impropriety  of  deciding  trivia] 
claims  by  Congress.  Such  triaJs  diminished 
the  dignity  of  the  Legislature,  and  would  be 
likely  to  avert  from  it  the  affections  of  the  peo- 
ple. It  would  save  the  time  of  Congress,  to  be 
directed  to  higher  objects,  such  as  the  important 
reports  from  the  dififerent  offices.  Matters  ol 
importance  were  so  mingled  up  with  triviali- 
ties, that  sufficient  attention  was  not  paid  to 
them.  It  had  been  suggested  that  a  board  oi 
commissioners  ought  to  be  appointed  for  this 
purpose.  This  plan  was  not  liable  to  so  many 
objections  as  their  trial  by  Congreas,  but  this 
would  have  its  attendant  evils.  At  present, 
rejected  claims  cost  more  than  those  which  are 
allowed.  Many  are  acknowledged  to  be  bad; 
but  yet,  year  after  year,  they  are  before  Con- 
gress. In  this  respect  a  board  of  commission- 
ers would  be  better  than  Congress.  It  is  said 
that  the  people  have  always  a  right  to  petitioi 
Congress.  He  denied  the  position.  To  obtaii 
the  passage  of  general  laws  they  might  hav« 
that  right ;  but  not  to  make  repeated  appeali 
on  private  claims.  He  spoke  of  the  practice  ii 
courts  of  justice,  where  claims,  when  once  de 
cided,  could  not  again  be  brought  up.    It  waj 
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allow  these  ex  parte  triajs ;  in  wHoli  a  case  was 
too  often  gained  by  teasing,  rather  than  by  its 
justice.  The  practice  was,  as  Mr.  T.  thought, 
at  variance  with  the  constitution.  The  United 
States  could  not  prefer  a  petition  to  Congress, 
to  obtain  pay  of  an  individual.  One  party, 
then,  had  a  recourse  which  the  other  had  not. 
This  court  ought  to  be  equally  open  to  all 
parties. 

_  Mr.  T.  then  took  up  the  biU  and  read  it,  sec- 
tion by  section,  to  show  the  merits  of  each. 

The  first  section  provides,  that  every  claim- 
ant against  the  United  States  shall  have  the 
right  to  bring  forward  aU  his  claims,  whether 
legal  or  equitable,  in  any  district  or  circuit 
copt  in  the  United  States.  Mr.  T.  held  that 
this  would  be  much  better  for  the  claimants — 
they  would  be  tried  at  home — and,  although 
there  would  be  no  impartiality  or  incongruity 
in  the  judgments,  yet  equal  justice  would  be 
done.  Justice  would  also  be  done  to  the  Unit- 
ed States.  The  accounts  must  be  first  submit- 
ted to  the  accounting  officers,  and  if  the  claim- 
ant afterwards  should  see  fit  to  bring  an  action, 
in  the  nature  of  a  suit  of  chancery,  he  may  do 
it,  and  that  court  is  to  be  furnished  with  a 
statement  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
of  the  reasons  upon  which  the  claim  was  re- 
jected by  the  Department. 

The  second  section  provides,  said  Mr.  T.,  a 
substantial  regulation  for  the  attainment  of  jus- 
tice, the  witnesses  in  the  case  are  to  be  regu- 
larly examined  and  questioned  by  the  Attorney- 
General,  an  impartial  person.  This,  Mr.  T. 
said,  would  be  vastly  better  than  the  practice, 
now  pursued,  of  taking  such  kind  of  evidence 
as  was  taken  by  Congress,  which,  if  it  deserved 
the  name,  was  only  ex  parte.  He  did  not  pro- 
pose to  plunge  into  a  system  which  could  not 
be  remedied  afterwards. 

The  third  section  provides  for  empanneUing 
a  jury,  when  there  should  be  such  circumstan- 
ces as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  coui-t,  should  re- 
quire a  jury  to  try  facts. 

The  fourth  section  gives  the  Attorney-General 
the  power  to  file  suggestions  or  interrogatories 
to  the  claimants — ^the  facts  suggested  to  be 
taken  as  truth  if  not  properly  answered.  This, 
Mr.  T.  said,  was  similar  to  a  cross  bUl  in  chan- 
cery— ^it  was  to  operate  when  there  was  a 
fraudulent  concealment  of  facts. 

The  fifth  section  gives  the  claimant  a  right 
of  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  without  bond  to  prosecute  the  suit ;  fur- 
nishing the  creditor  with  every  possible  ad- 
vantage which  could  be  expected  to  be  allowed. 
The  sixth  section  provides  that  the  officers  of 
the  court  shall  be  paid  for  services  performed 
for  claimants,  but  no  costs  to  be  rendered 
against  the  claimants  in  case  the  suit  is  dis- 
missed, except  for  counsel. 

Mr.  T.  hoped  the  observations  he  had  made 
would  be  dtdy  weighed,  and  that  the  bill  would 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  HoiJiiKS,  of  Maine,  said  he  was  too  timid 
a  politician,  to  wish  to  go  very  deep,  at  first. 
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mto  any  new  plans  of  government.  Ho  wished 
to  propose  another  amendment,  to  limit  the 
time  of  the  operation  of  the  bpl.  He  proposed 
a  new  section,  to  limit  the  continuance  of  the 
bill  to  three  years.     This  was  agreed  to. 

An  amendment  was  adopted,  to  include  the 
District  of  Columbia  in  the  provisions  of  the 
bUl. 

The  blank  in  the  bUl,  hmiting  the  amount  of 
any  claim  to  come  within  the  provisions  of  this 
bin,  was  filled  with  $3,000. 

The  blank,  fixing  th^amount  of  any  claims 
which  should  be  allowed  an  appeal  to  the  Su- 
preme Court,  was  then  moved  to  be  :511ed  with 
$1,000. 

Mr.  LowEiB  thought  that  cases,  involving 
great  principles,  might  come  before  the  courts 
below,  though  the  amount  of  the  claim  might  be 
small.  He  thought  there  ought  not  to  be  any 
limit  to  the  right  of  appeal. 

Mr.  H01.MBS,  of  Maine,  replied  to  Mr.  Loweie. 
He  was  in  favor  of  limiting  the  amount  upon 
which  an  appropriation  should  be  made. 

It  was  then  determined  to  fill  the  blank  with 
$500. 

Mr.  JMacon  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  biU, 
to  which  Mr.  Tatloe  replied. 

Mr.  Chaudlee  thought  that  the  claimant 
ought  to  pay  the  costs  of  his  suit,  the  expenses 
of  juries,  &c.,  as  well  as  his  counsel.  To  this 
objection  Messrs.  Holmbs  of  Maine,  Tatloe 
of  Virginia,  and  Edwaeds  of  Connecticut,  re- 
plied. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  the  third  time. 


Thuesday,  April  8. 
Imprisonm&Kt  fbr  Debt. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  rose  to  request 
some  member  who  voted  for  the  recommitment 
of  the  bai  "to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt," 
to  do  him  the  favor  to  move  a  reconsideration 
of  that  vote.  His  wish  was  to  have  a  distinct 
vote  taken  on  the  biU.  Such  a  vote  would  not 
afieot  the  proposition  contained  in  the  instruc- 
tions which  were  given  to  the  committee,  on 
the  recommitment  of  the  bUl,  at  the  instance  of 
the  honorable  member  from  South  Carolina. 
He  did  not  wish  to  press  the  subject  upon  the 
Senate,  but  hoped  that  an  opportunity  would 
be  given  to  him  to  record  his  vote  in  fevor  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Thomas,  who  had  voted  in  favor  of  re- 
commitment, moved,  in  order  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  that 
the  vote  by  which  the  biU  was  recommitted 
should  be  reconsidered. 

Mr.  Hatwe  opposed  the  reconsideration  of 
that  vote.  Ho  said  he  had  stated,  when  he 
made  the  motion  to  recommit  the  bill,  that  he 
wished  no  member,  who  was  in  favor  of  the 
final  passage  of  the  bUl,  would  vote  for  its  re- 
commitment; and  he  considered  that  vote  as 
distinctly  expressing  the  sense  of  the  Senate  on 
that  subject.    Mr.  JS.  proceeded  to  consider  the 
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principles  of  the  bill,  and  said,  he  believed  it 
altogether  an  inefficient  remedy  for  the  evila 
which  were  intended  to  be  met  by  it.  With 
this  view,  he  had  moved  to  instruct  the  com- 
mittee, on  the  recommitment  of  the  bill,  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  instituting  a  gen- 
eral system  of  bankruptcy.  He  hoped  the  vote 
to  recommit  would  not  be  reconsidered. 

Mr.  Tatlok,  of  Virginia,  spoke  in  favor  of 
reconsideration;  and  proceeded  to  show  why 
this  bill  ought  to  be  passed,  without  reference 
to  a  bankrupt  system. 

Mr.  LowEiE  had  not  considered  the  vote  to 
recommit,  as  deciding  against  the  eventual  pas- 
sage of  the  bill.  But,  as  it  was  now  avowed  to 
have  taken  place  with  a  view  to  get  rid  of  the 
bill,  and,  as  he  did  not  like  to  have  it  thrown 
out  of  the  Senate  in  that  way,  he  should  vote 
for  its  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Mills  was  opposed  to  reconsideration. 
He  considered  the  vote  to  commit,  as  a  decision 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  that  the  bill,  patched 
as  it  was,  with  amendments,  ought  not  to  pass, 
in  its  present  shape.  He  went  on  to  make 
some  further  remarks  against  the  bill  itself,  and 
against  the  reconsideration.  He  thought  it 
ought  not  to  be  taken  up  again,  in  its  present 
form,  at  the  present  session  of  Congress. 

Some  farther  discussion,  involving  the  princi- 
ples of  the  bill,  took  place — in  which  Messrs. 
Maoon,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Van  Bueen,  Findlat,  Lloyd  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Ohandlee,  J.  S.  Johnston,  Mills, 
Tayloe  of  Virginia,  and  Noble,  engaged.  The 
question  was  then  taken  on  reconsidering  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  recommitted,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Benton,  Branch,  Chandler,  Eaton, 
Findlay,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  J.  S.  Johnston,  Kelly, 
King  of  Alabama,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Ma- 
con, Knggles,  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Tay- 
lor of  Virginia,  Thomas,  and  Van  Buren — 23. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Barton,  BeU,  Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Ed- 
wards, Gaillard,  Hayne,  King  of  New  York,  Knight, 
Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Mills,  Noble,  Parrott,  Sey- 
mour, Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams — 18. 

The  vote  to  recommit  the  bill  having  been 
thus  reconsidered,  the  question  again  recurred 
upon  recommitting  it.  That  question  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative  without  division. 

Mr.  Hatne  then  moved  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  should  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. He  proceeded  to  show  the  objections 
which  existed,  in  his  mind,  to  the  passage  of 
this  bill.  He  was  perfectly  willing  to  vote  for 
a  system  which  should  relieve  the  honest  debt- 
or ;  and  he  believed  such  a  one  might  be  easi- 
ly drawn,  in  which  the  rights  of  the  creditor 
and  the  debtor  might  be  preserved;  but  he  be- 
lieved this  bill  to  be  altogether  inadequate  to 
that  effect. 


the  Senate  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  Messrs. 
Mills  and  Hayne  against  it. 

The  question  on  postponing  the  bill  indefi- 
nitely was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive, by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Yeas.— Messrs.  Barton,  BeU,  Clayton,  D'Wolf, 
Dickerson,  Edwards,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  King  of  New 
York,  Knight,  Mills,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Euggles,' Sey- 
mour, Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams. — 18. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Benton,  Branch,  Chandler,  Eaton, 
Findlay,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  J.  S.  Johnston,  Kelly, 
Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Macon,  Smith,  Talbot, 
Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Thomas,  and 
Van  Buren — 21. 

The  Senate  having  thus  refused  to  postpone 
the  bill  indefinitely,  it  came  up  again  for  con- 
sideration. Some  amendments,  in  its  details, 
were  proposed  by  Messrs.  Eaton,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Talbot,  and  Van  Dyke,  and  were  agreed 
to.  The  question  was  then  taken  on  passing 
the  bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time, 
and  was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 


Fbiday,  April  9. 
Imprisonment  for  Debt. 

The  biU  "  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt," 
was  read  the  third  time.  Objections  were 
then  made  to  certain  parts  of  the  bill,  by  Messrs. 
Lanman,  Mills,  Van  Dyke,  and  Hayne— 
which  were  replied  to  by  Messrs.  Talbot,  Van 
BuEBN,  and  Johnson  of  Kentucky.  One  or 
two  immaterial  amendments  were  made,  by 
general  consent.  An  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  was  objected  to  by 
Mr.  Hayne— -and  one  submitted  by  Mr.  Van 
Bueen,  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Loweie  ;  they 
could  not,  therefore,  be  received ;  as  no  amend- 
ment can  be  considered,  after  the  third  reading 
of  a  bill,  except  by  general  consent. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  final  pas- 
sage of  the  hill,  and  carried  in  the  afBrmative, 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Branch,  Eaton, 
Findlay,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Henry  Johnson,  Josiah  S.  Johnston,  Kelly, 
King  of  Alabama,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts, 
Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Macon,  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor  of 
Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Thomas,  Van  Buren, 
and  Williams — 24. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Chandler,  Clayton, 
D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  King 
of  New  York,  Mills,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Buggies, 
Seymour,  Van  Dyke,  and  Ware — 19. 

So  the  bill  passed  the  Senate. 

The  usual  question  on  the  title  being  put,  Mr. 
Mills  moved  that  it  be  stricken  out.  He  thought 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  did  not  concur  with  its 
title — and  that  it  was  holding  out  an  appearance 
of  a  general  abolitioa  of  imprisonment  for  debt, 
when  such  a  thing  was  not  to  be  effected  by  the 
biU.     He  proposed  to  substitute  the  following : 
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was  objected  to  by  Messrs.  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Talbot,  and  Holmes  of  Maine.  It  was 
contended,  by  the  friends  of  the  bill,  that  they 
onght,  at  least,  to  have  the  privilege  of  naming 
their  own  child — that  there  could  be  no  harm 
in  leading  the  people  to  the  sweet  belief,  for  a 
few  weeks,  at  least,  that  imprisonment  for  debt 
was  to  be  abolished — and  that,  as  so  many 
amendments  had  been  made  in  the  biU,  the  title, 
being  the  best  remaining  part  of  it,  ought  not 
to  be  lost.  The  question  was  then  put,  upon 
striking  out  the  title  of  the  bill,  and  decided  in 
the  negative. 

Mr.  Ohandlee  moved  to  amend  the  title,  by 
adding  to  it  the  words,  "in  certain  cases;" 
so  as  to  read,  "  a  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment 
for  debt,  in  certain  cases."  This  was  not 
agreed  to.  The  original  title  was  approved; 
and  the  bill  sent  to  &e  other  House  for  concur- 


Mokday,  April  12. 
Claim  of  Virginia. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Peesidbnt  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

The  Executive  of  Virginia  having  requested  pay- 
ment of  the  amount  of  interest,  paid  by  the  State, 
for  moneys  borrowed  by  it,  for  services  rendered  by 
tile  militia,  in  the  late  war,  and  such  claim  not  being 
allowable,  according  to  the  uniform  decisions  of  the 
accounting  officers  of  the  Government,  I  submit  the 
subject  to  your  consideration,  with  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  all  the  documents  connected 
with  it. 

The  following  are  the  circumstances  on  which 
this  claim  is  founded  :  From  an  early  stage  of  the 
war,  the  squadrons  of  the  enemy  entered  occasionally 
the  Chesapeake  Bay,  and,  menacing  its  shores,  and 
those  of  the  principal  rivers  emptying  into  it,  sub- 
jected the  neighboring  militia  to  calls  from  the  local 
authorities,  for  the  defence  of  the  parts  thus  menaced. 
The  pressm-e  was  most  sensibly  felt  in  1814,  after 
the  attack  on  this  city,  and  its  capture,  when  the  in- 
vading force,  retiring  to  its  squadron,  menaced  alike 
Baltimore,  Norfolk,  and  Richmond.  The  attack  on 
this  city  had  induced  a  call,  by  the  Department  of 
War,  for  large  detachments  of  the  militia  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Maryland,  and  Virginia,  which,  being  col- 
lected in  this  quarter,  and  the  enemy  bearing,  in  the 
first  instance,  on  Baltimore,  were  ordered  to  its  de- 
fence. As  early  as  the  31st  of  August,  notice  was 
given  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  the  Governor  of 
Virginia,  of  the  position  of  the  enemy,  and  of  the 
danger  to  which  Eichmond,  as  well  as  Norfolk  and 
Baltimore,  were  exposed,  and  he  was  also  authorized 
and  enjoined  to  be  on  his  guard,  prepared  at  every 
point,  and  in  every  circumstance  to  meet  and  repel 
the  invaders.  This  notice  was  repeated  several  times 
afterwards,  until  the  enemy  left  the  bay,  and  moved 
to  the  South. 

In  the  course  of  the  war,  the  State  had  augmented 
itfi  taxes  to  meet  the  pressure  ;  but,  the  funds  being 
still  Inadequate,  it  borrowed  money  to  a  considerable 
amount,  which  was  applied  to  the  payment  of  the 
mihtia,  for  the  services  thus  renderei  The  calls 
which  had  been  made,  except  for  the  brigades  in 


this  quarter,  and  at  Norfolk,  being  made  by  the 
State,  the  settlement  with  those  corps,  and  the  pay- 
ment for  their  services  were  made,  according  to  the 
rules  and  usages  of  the  Department,  by  the  State, 
and  not  by  the  United  States.  On  the  settlement 
by  the  State,  after  the  peace,  with  the  accounting 
officers  of  the  Government,  the  reimbursement  of  the 
interest,  which  the  State  had  paid,  on  the  sums  thus 
borrowed,  and  paid  by  the  militia,  was  claimed,  but 
not  allowed,  for  the  reason  above  stated.  It  is  this 
claim  which  I  now  submit  to  the  consideration  of 
Congress. 

It  need  scarcely  be  refnarked,  that,  where  a  State 
advances  money  for  the  use  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, for  a  purpose  authorized  by  it,  that  the  claim 
for  the  Interest  of  the  amount  thus  advanced,  which 
has  been  paid  by  the  State,  is  reasonable  and  just 
The  claim  is  the  stronger  under  the  circumstances 
which  existed  when  those  advances  were  made,  it 
being  at  a  period  of  great  difficulty,  when  the  United 
States  were  compelled  to  borrow  very  large  sums, 
for  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  Had  the  State  not 
borrowed  this  money,  the  militia,  whose  services 
have  been  recognized  since  by  the  nation,  must 
have  been  disbanded,  and  the  State  left  without 
defence. 

The  claim  is,  in  my  opinion,  equally  well  founded, 
when  a  State  advances  money  which  It  has  in  its 
Treasm-y,  or  which  it  raises  by  taxes,  to  meet  the 
current  demand. 

In  submitting  this  claim  to  your  consideration,  it 
is  proper  to  observe,  that  many-  other  States  have 
like  claims  with  those  of  Virginia,  and  that  all  those 
similarly  circumstanced,  should  be  placed  on  the 
same  footing.  I  invite  your  attention  to  a  principle, 
which  is  deemed  just,  and  with  the  view,  that  the 
provision  which  may  be  made  respecting  it,  may  he 
extended  alike  to  all  the  States. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 


TuBSDAY,  April  13. 
Commerce  with  Porl/ugal, 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr, 
Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  requesting  tiie  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  "  to  cause  to  be  com- 
municated to  the  Senate  so  much  of  the  corre- 
spondence of  the  Minister  of  the  United  States 
at  the  Court  of  Portugal,  as  has  reference  to  the 
commercial  relationsbetween  the  two  countries ; 
together  with  such  other  information  connected 
therewith  as  may  be  in  possession  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  which,  in  his  opinion,  may,  with- 
out injury  to  the  pubho  interest;  be  made 
known,"  was  read  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Lloyd  observed,  that,  as  he  introduced 
the  resolution,  it  might  be  considered  incumbent 
on  him  to  state  the  views  which  had  led  him  to 
do  it.  The  resolution  had  reference  rather  to 
the  respective  aspects  of  our  trade  with  that 
Kingdom,  than  to  the  present  situation  of  it ; 
the  latter  was  too  well  known  to  be  in  a  de- 
pressed and  diminished  state.  For  a  long  series 
of  years  our  commercial  relations  with  Portu- 
gal had  been,  he  said,  of  the  most  beneficial  and 
reciprocally  acceptable  character.     It  was  a 
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trade  which  seemed  peculiarly  to  entitle  itself 
to  the  favor  of  the  political  economists  of  the 
present  day.  It  was  a  trade  prosecuted  almost 
entirely  from  the  domestic  or  home  productions 
of  the  United  States — in  the  fish,  in  the  provi- 
sions generally,  and  the  pearl  ashes  of  the 
North ;  but  principally  in  the  bread  stuffs — the 
corn,  the  wheat,  the  flour,  the  rice,  and  the 
staves  of  the  South.  Our  exports  in  it,  former- 
ly, very  much  exceeded  our  imports ;  while  we 
exported  no  specie  to  Portugal,  but,  at  times, 
received  considerable  sums  in  dollars  from  it,  as 
returns  for  our  outward  cargoes;  and  both 
these  circumstances  were  strong  recommenda- 
tions of  it  to  the  same  school. 

Another  course  of  this  trade,  was  to  send  out 
to  Portugal,  from  the  United  States,  valuable 
cargoes  of  domestic  produce ;  for  we  were  al- 
lowed to  carry  none  other,  of  any  consequence, 
for  the  purpose  of  accumulating  funds  there  for 
more  distant  objects;  the  vessels  returning 
home  with  a  ballast  of  salt,  with  a  part  of  the 
proceeds  of  their  outward  cargoes,  invested  in 
wines,  and  a  very  small  part  also  in  fruit,  leav- 
ing the  residue  of  their  funds  to  furnish  the 
specie  means  for  the  prosecution  of  our  West 
India  trade,  the  vessels  touching  at  Lisbon,  on 
their  passage  out,  to  receive  it ;  and  also  to  pro- 
vide remittances  to  London  and  Amsterdam,  in 
payment  for  cargoes  of  Bussian  and  Swedish 
products,  for  our  vessels  to  bring  to  the  United 
States.  This  was  the  state  of  the  trade  former- 
ly. All  parties  were  satisfied  with  it,  for  it 
furnished  the  most  steady  market  in  Europe  for 
our  domestic  productions;  and  the  international 
feelings  to  which  it  gave  rise  were  of  the  most 
grateful  character.  Mr.  L.  said  he  recollected, 
perfectly  well,  a  conversation  on  this  subject, 
which  he  had  the  honor  to  have,  twelve  or 
fourteen  years  since,  with  the  very  distinguished 
statesman  then  at  the  head  of  the  Government, 
Mr.  Madison,  who  remarked  to  him  that,  with 
no  power  in  Europe  had  our  foreign  relations 
been  on  so  uniformly  a  friendly  footing,  as  those 
with  the  Government  of  Portugal.  He  said  we 
had  never  made  a  request  to  Portugal,  which 
she  had  not  acceded  to. 

Thus  the  intercourse  between  the  two  coun- 
tries remained,  Mr.  L.  believed,  with  the  inter- 
mission of  the  late  war,  until  the  year  1816, 
when  the  tariff  of  that  year  operated  so  inju- 
riously on  the  trade  in  the  wines  of  Portugal, 
as  to  induce  the  Government  of  that  country 
strongly  to  remonstrate  against  it,  as  a  very 
onerous  imposition  on  the  principal  article  of 
her  exports,  and  as  unfriendly  to  her  intercourse 
with  us.  Her  remonstrances,  however,  being 
unavailing,  after  a  time  she  resorted  to  another 
course,  which,  perhaps,  before  long,  may  be 
resorted  to  by  other  powers  than  Portugal,  and 
perhaps  for  more  than  one  of  the  great  staples 
of  the  country.  She  either  excluded,  altogether, 
the  com  of  the  United  States,  or  so  heavily 
taxed  it  with  our  flour,  as  to  amount  nearly,  if 


into  operation,  the  exportation  of  Portugal  wines 
immediately  decreased  more  than  one-half.. 

To  remedy  this  unpleasant  feeling,  and  the 
deranged  commercial  relations  between  the  two 
countries,  he  had  understood  were  the  objects 
for  which  General  Dearborn  had  been  sent  to 
Lisbon,  with  the  expectation  that  he  might  be 
able  to  negotiate  a  commercial  treaty,  or  make 
some  acceptable  arrangement  with  the  Portu- 
guese Government  which  might  restore  the  for- 
mer good  feelings  and  friendly  intercourse  be- 
tween the  two  nations.  The  object  of  the  pro- 
posed resolution  was  to  ascertain  how  far  this 
attempt  had  been  successful,  or  what  prospect 
there  was  that  it  might  come  so  hereafter. 

And  while  speaking  on  this  subject,  Mr.  L. 
said,  he  thought  it  might  not  be  wholly  useless 
were  he  to  retrace,  very  briefly,  the  effect  that 
had  been  produced  on  the  trade  with  Portugal, 
by  the  tariffs  which  had,  at  different  times,  been 
adopted  in  the  United  States,  operating  upon 
her  principal  article  of  export,  her  wines,  and 
which,  from  self-defence,  she  would  feel  herself 
bound  to  protect ;  and  the  effect  they  had  also 
produced  on  the  trade  of  the  United  States  with 
her. 

In  the  earliest  period  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, on  the  enactment  of  the  first  tariff  law,  in 
1790,  a  duty  was  laid  on  the  wines  of  Portugal 
of  eighteen  cents  a  gallon  on  the  high-priced 
Madeira,  and  ten  cents  a  gallon  on  Lisbon  wine. 
This  was  a  very  low  rate  of  duty.  It  was  ob- 
vious the  article  was  susceptible,  without  iujury, 
of  a  much  higher  rate ;  accordingly,  two  years 
after,  in  1792,  when  the  law  was  revised,  the 
duty  was  greatly  increased,  and  fifty-six  cents 
was  then  imposed  on  Madeira,  and  twenty-five 
cents  per  gallon  on  Lisbon  wine,  which  proba- 
bly was  about  as  high  a  rate  of  duty  as  the 
articles  would  bear.  And  thus  it  remained 
until  1800,  when  the  tariff  was  again  advanced; 
but  the  wise  men  who  then  had  in  charge  that 
law,  judiciously  supposed  that  the  existing  duty 
on  wines  had  nearly  reached  the  acme  at  which 
it  would  be  productive ;  they  therefore  touched 
these  articles  very  lightly,  contenting  them- 
selves with  imposing  only  two  cents  additional 
a  gallon  on  Madeira  wine,  and  five  cents  on 
Lisbon.  Thus  it  remained,  and  the  trade  and 
intercourse  between  the  two  countries  expanded, 
to  their  mutual  benefit,  untU  the  tariff  policy 
of  1816  prevailed.  The  effect  of  that  policy 
became  instantly  visible.  What  it  was,  was  an 
inquiry  of  some  point,  and  would  attract  the 
attention  of  the  Senate. 

In  the  custom-house  year,  1816~'16,  we  im- 
ported into  the  United  States — 
Of  Lisbon  wine        -        -        654,608  gallons. 
Of  Madeira      -  -        814,891     do. 

Then  came  the  overwhelming  tariff  of  1815, 
which  raised  the  duty  90  per  cent,  on  Madeira, 
and  more  than  sixty  per  cent,  on  Lisbon  wine; 
and  the  very  next  succeeding  year  the  importa- 
tion of  the  first  fell  off  nearly  one-half— from 
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gallons,  to  194,187  gallons ;  farnishing  a  good 
lesson  to  financiers.  And  the  trade,  he  said, 
had  remained  crippled  from  that  time  to  the 
present ;  for,  in  1823,  we  imported  only  180,067 
gallons  of  Madeira,  and  124,101  gallons  of  Lis- 
bon wine — beLQg  less  than  one-half  the  quanti- 
ty we  had  imported  so  long  ago  as  twenty-five 
yeai'S,  since  which  our  population  had  more 
than  doubled,  and  our  agricultural  products 
quadrupled. 

The  same  tariff  of  1816  had  also  affected  our 
exports  to  Portugal  in  another  way ;  it  had  al- 
most extinguished  the  trade  to  Bengal,  and  the 
exportation  of  domestic  produce  in  part  to  pay 
for  it;  a  trade  which  formerly  employed  thirty 
or  forty  fine  ships  and  occupied  eight  or  ten 
millions  of  dollars  of  capital ;  and  another  tariff 
bill,  if  it  passed,  imposing  a  heavy  duty  on  hemp 
and  iron,  would  deal  out  the  same  fate  to  about 
four  times  the  same  number  and  description  of 
vessels  now  engaged  in  the  trade  with  the  North 
Sea  and  the  Baltic. 

These  were  the  views,  Mr.  L.  said,  which  in- 
duced him  to  offer  the  resolution  under  consider- 
ation, and  which  he  hoped  it  might  be  accept- 
able to  the  Senate  to  pass. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  division. 


Friday,  April  16. 
Cherokee  Indians  in  Georgia. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the 
delegation  of  the  Cherokee  Nation,  at  present 
at  the  Seat  of  Government,  relative  to  the  late 
Message  of  the  President  to  Congress,  on  the 
Indian  titles  to  lands  in  the  State  of  Georgia, 
and  animadverting  on  the  paper  presented  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  the 
Georgia  delegation  in  Congress. 

The  communication  being  read,  Mr.  Eluott 
said  he  objected  to  a  contest  of  this  character, 
in  this  place,  with  the  Cherokee  delegation. 
He  knew  them  only  as  other  Indians,  and  to  be 
treated  with  as  such.  If  they  claim  to  repre- 
sent an  independent  nation,  why  do  they  ad- 
dress this  body  directly,  and  not  through  the 
Department  of  State  ?  But,  if  they  seek  to  be 
heard  in  their  real  character,  they  should  pre- 
sent their  claims  to  our  consideration,  through 
the  War  Department.  The  course  now  at- 
tempted, is  novel  and  inadmissible,  and  he 
hoped  the  communication  would  lie  on  the 
table.  It  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 


Tuesday,  April  20. 
Cmert  for  the  Trial  of  Claims  against  the 
Uhitecl  States. 
The  bin  reported  by  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee "  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  certain 
pecuniary  claims  against  the  United  States," 
was  then  taken  up  for  consideration  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  The  biU  was  reported 
to  the  Senate.  Mr.  Tayloe,  of  Virginia,  spoke 
in  favor  of  the  bill;   Mr.  Van  Bdebit  moved 


its  indefinite  postponement,  and  made  a  few 
remarks  in  favor  of  that  motion.  Mr.  Lait- 
MAN,  also,  advocated  the  postponement ;  and 
Mr.  Baebotjb  opposed  it.  The  question  was 
then  put,  and  decided  in  the  negative — ^yeas 
16,  nays  19,  as  follows: 

Yeas.— Messrs.  Bell,  Chandler,  Clayton,  D'Wolf, 
Edwards,  Findlay,  GaiUard,  King  of  Alabama, 
Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Enggles,  Seymonr, 
Thomas,  Van  Buren,  and  Williams. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Barbonr,  Barton,  Brown,  Hayne, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Henry 
Johnson,  J.  S.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King  of  New  York, 
Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Macon, 
Palmer,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor 
of  Virginia,  and  Van  Dyke. 

The  amendment  made  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  limiting  the  amount  of  any  claim  to  be 
brought  within  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  to 
three  thousand  dollars,  was  objected  to  by  Mr. 
H.  JoHNSOif,  of  Louisiana.  The  amendments, 
however,  were  all  agreed  to.  Mr.  Loweie  ad- 
vanced some  objections  to  the  bUl ;  to  which 
Mr.  Tayloe,  of  Virginia,  replied : 

Mr.  Baeboue  moved  to  amend  the  biH,  by 
inserting  a  provision,  that  no  claim  of  more 

than years'  standing,  shall  be  entitled  to 

the  benefits  of  this  act,  nor  any  claim  which 
has  been  rejected  by  either  House  of  Congress. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Jaokbon,  the  blank  was 
filled  with  "twelve."  The  amendment  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  Hayne  moved  a  new  section,  to  give 
the  Congress  the  power  of  revising  any  judg- 
ment or  decree  rendered  under  this  act.  The 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering 
the  bin  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  20, 
nays  19,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barhour,  Barton,  Branch,  Brown, 
Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Henry  Johnson,  J.  S.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King 
of  Alabama,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  lioyd  of  Massachu- 
setts, McHvaine,  Macon,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Indiana, 
Taylor  of  Virginia,  and  Van  Dyke. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bell,  Chandler,  Clayton,  D'Wol^ 
Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Eng  of  New 
York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Palmer,  Parrott, 
Rnggles,  Seymour,  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  and  Wil- 
liams. 


Feiday,  April  23. 
Surveys  for  Hoods  and  Canals. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday,  being  the  bill  from  the  other 
House  "  to  provide  for  the  necessary  surveys 
for  roads  and  canals;"  Mr.  Baeboue  in  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  Taxbot  rose,  in  explanation  of  some  re- 
marks he  had  heretofore  made  on  this  subject. 
He  conceived  that  no  gentleman,  by  voting  for 
this  bUl,  would  thereby  pledge  himself  to  sup- 
port a  general  system  of  internal  improvements, 
when  Ae  same  shoold  be  brought  forward. 
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Mr,  Smith  thought  that  the  passage  of  this 
bill  might  hereafter,  be  taken  as  a  recognition 
of  the  power  of  Congress  to  construct  roads 
and  canals;  he  feared  that  it  might  be  con- 
sidered as  the  entering  wedge  to  the  great  sys- 
tem of  improvements,  the  power  to  adopt 
which,  he  for  one  was  not  disposed  to  admit. 
He,  therefore,  proposed  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
attaching  to  it  a  proviso,  "  that  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  taken  to  affirm  or  admit  the 
power  of  Congress,  on  their  own  authority, 
to  make  roads  and  canals  in  any  State  of  the 
Union." 

Mr.  EtiQGLES  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of 
the  principles  of  the  bill,  and  of  pursuing  such 
measures  as  would  tend  to  produce  a  more  in- 
timate connection  between  the  Atlantic  States 
and  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  which  must 
hereafter  contain  a  population  bearing  a  great 
proportion  to  that  of  the  whole  country.  The 
Interest  of  both  these  sections  of  our  country, 
he  argued,  would  be  greatly  promoted  by  such 
a  measure. 

Messrs.  Eaton,  Beown,  Llotd  of  Maryland, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisi- 
ana, and  Noble,  opposed  the  amendment,  and 
Messrs.  Mills,  Van  Dyke,  and  Smith,  sup- 
ported it.  Mr.  Van  Dyke  proposed  to  amend 
the  amendment,  by  inserting  a  provision  that, 
previous  to  any  survey  being  made  under  this 
act,  the  consent  of  the  State  in  which  such  sur- 
vey is  to  be  made  shall  be  obtained.  Messrs. 
RuGGLES  and  Benton  made  a  few  remarks  on 
this  subject.  The  question  was  then  put,  and 
decided  against  Mr.  Van  Dyke's  amendment, 
as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs,  Barbour,  Bell,  Chandler,  Elliott, 
GaiUard,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts, 
Macon,  Mills,  Palmer,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia, 
Van  Buren,  Vandyke,  and  Ware — 15. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Branch,  Brown, 
Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Hayne, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Miss.,  Jackson,  John- 
son of  Kentucky,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  J.  S. 
Johnston  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight, 
Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Enggles, 
Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and 
Williams— 28. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Smith.  Upon  this 
question  Messrs.  Maoon,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Ohandlbe,  and  Noble,  made  a  few  observations. 
Mr.  Chandlee  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  the  word  "  admit,"  and 
inserting  in  its  stead  the  word  "  deny,"  so  that 
it  should  read  "  that  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  he  taken  to  affirm  or  deny  the  power  of 
Congress,  on  their  own  authority,  to  make 
roads  and  canals  in  any  State  of  the  Union." 
This  amendment  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Tat- 
Loii  of  Virginia,  Beown,  and  Hayne.  The 
question  was  put,  and  decided  in  the  negative — 
ayes  10,  noes  36,  as  foUows: 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barton,  Brown,  Hayne,  Josiah  S. 
Johnston,  ^elly,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Euggles, 


Nays. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  Benton,  Branch, 
Chandler,  Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards, Elliott,  Findlay,  GaiUard,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Henry  Johnson,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York, 
Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lowrie,  Mc- 
llvaine, Macon,  Mills,  Noble,  Palmer,  Smith,  Taylor 
of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Thomas,  Van  Buren, 
Van  Dyke,  and  Ware. 

The  question  upon  the  amendment,  as  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Smith,  was  then  put,  and  decided 
in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  Branch,  Chandler, 
Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Elliott,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes 
of  Maine,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York, 
Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Maoon,  Mills,  Palmer,  Smith, 
Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  and 
Ware— 21. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Brown,  Dicker- 
son,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  JMississippi, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisi- 
ana, J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  Knight,  Lan- 
man, Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble, 
Euggles,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana, 
Thomas,  and  Williams — 25. 

Mr.  Hayne  then  moved  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  until  Tuesday  next. 
This  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  stated  the 
grounds  upon  which  he  should  vote  for  the  hill 
— he  did  not  consider  it  as  involving  the  ques- 
tion upon  the  constitutional  right  of  Congress 
to  make  public  improvements — but  merely  as 
a  means  of  obtaining  information,  which  might 
be  of  great  importance  to  the  Government. 

Mr.  Macon  explained  the  reasons  why  he 
should  vote  against  the  biQ.  He  could  not  be- 
lieve that  this  bin  was  clear  from  tile  constitu- 
tional objection,  which  he  thought  very  forcible 
and  unanswerable,  and  he  proceeded  to  advance 
other  considerations  against  the  bill. 

Messrs.  Findlay,  Mills,  and  Lloyd,  of  Mary- 
land, made  a  few  further  remarks  upon  the 
subject. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate 
without  amendment.  On  ordering  it  to  a 
third  reading,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  as 
follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barton  Benton,  Brown,  Dickerson, 
Eaton,  Findlay,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jack- 
son, Johnson  of  Kentucky,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  Laimian,  Lloyd 
of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Lowrie,  Mcll- 
vaine, Noble,  Euggles,  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  In- 
diana, Thomas,  and  Williams — 25. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  Branch,  Chandler, 
Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Edwards,  EUiott,  GaiUard,  Holmes 
of  Mame,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York, 
Knight,  Macon,  Mills,  Palmer,  Seymour,  Taylor  of 
Virginia,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  and  Ware — 21. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 


Satxtedat,  April  24. 
Delaware  Canal  Company. 
Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Select  Committee 
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the  memorial  of  the  President  and  Directors 
of  the  Delaware  Canal  Company,  requesting 
the  aid  of  the  Government  in  their  tindertab- 
ing,  submitted  a  report  on  that  subject;  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  "  authorizing  the  subscrip- 
tion to  the  stock  of  the  Delaware  Canal  Com- 
pany." The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading ;  and  the  report  was  ordered  to 
be  printed.     The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company 
was  duly  incorporated,  some  years  since,  by  acts  of 
the  Legislatures  of  Delaware  and  Maryland,  respec- 
tively. The  capital  stock  is  divided  into  shares  of  two 
hundred  dollars.  The  maximum  cost  of  the  whole 
work  is  estimated  at  the  sum  of  one  million  three 
hundred  and  fifty-four  thousand  three  hundred  and 
sixty- four  dollars  and  sixty-four  cents,  and  the  amount 
of  funds  at  present  pledged  for  its  execution  may  be 
assumed  at  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The 
present  condition  of  the  company,  and  the  route  of  the 
canal  lately  determined  upon  and  fixed  by  the  Board 
of  Directors,  with  the  aid  of  engineers  of  distinguish- 
ed reputation  and  skill,  are  set  forth  in  the  annexed 
document,  signed  by  the  President  and  Secretary  of 
the  said  Company,  dated  "  March  27,  1824,"  marked 
A,  and  the  report  of  the  engineers,  marked  B,  to 
which  the  committee  refer  as  part  of  this  report. 
The  whole  length  of  the  canal  will  not  exceed  four- 
teen miles.  The  Board  of  Directors  have  made  ad- 
vantageous contracts  for  the  completion  of  the  eastern 
half  of  the  canal,  and  the  contractors  have  begun  the 
work.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  memorialists 
pray  such  aid  as  Congress,  in  its  wisdom,  may  deem 
proper  to  grant. 

The  importance  and  utility  of  roads  and  canals,  to 
facilitate  and  increase  commercial  intercourse  among 
the  several  States  of  our  widely  extended  Republic, 
have  been  so  fuHy  and  ahly  represented  in  several  re- 
ports, heretofore  made  to  Congress,  that  it  is  thought 
unnecessary  to  enlarge  further  upon  the  subject. 

The  committee  view  the  proposed  canal  as  a  work 
of  great  national  importance,  not  only  as  one  link 
in  the  chain  of  inland  navigation  along  our  seahoard, 
which  has  been  for  many  years  contemplated,  but 
also,  as  it  will  ftirnish  to  the  Government,  in  time  of 
war,  great  advantages  in  a  more  expeditious  and 
cheap  conveyance  of  troops  and  munitions  of  war 
across  the  peninsula  between  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  bays,  the  want  of  which  was  severely  felt 
during  our  late  hostilities  with  Great  Britain.  Under 
this  impression,  the  committee  deem  the  said  canal 
worthy  of  the  attention  and  patronage  of  Congress. 
The  company  being  incorporated  and  organized,  it  is 
believed  a  subscription,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  for  a  certain  number  of  shares  of  tlie  capital 
stock,  would  encourage  and  insure  the  completion  of 
the  work,  without  infringing  any  principle  of  the 
constitution,  and  without  incurring  any  loss  to  the 
Government.  The  committee,  therefore,  report  a 
till  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  sub- 
scribe, in  the  name  and  for  the  use  of  the  United 

States,  for shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the 

Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company. 

"Wbdnbsdat,  April  28. 
He/use  Lands. 
In  pursuance  of  a  notice  given  yesterday, 
Mr.  Benton  asked  leave  to  introduce  the  fol- 
lowing bin : 


A  bill  to  sell  and  dispose  of  the  refuse  lands  belonging 
to  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  Sfc,  That  the  lands  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  which  have  been  heretofore,  or  shall 
be  hereafter  offered  at  public  sale,  and  shall  remain 
five  years  thereafter  without  being  sold  at  the  mini- 
mum price  of  one  dollar  twenty-five  cents  per  acre, 
shall  be  again  offered  at  public  sale,  but  shall  not  be 
sold  for,  a  less  sum  than  fifty  cents  per  acre. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  head 
of  a  family,  or  young  man  above  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  or  widow,  being  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
may  demand  and  receive  from  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver of  the  proper  land  office  a  written  permission 
to  take  possession  of,  and  settle  upon,  any  half  quar- 
ter section  of  land  which  shall  remain  unsold,  after 
having  been  offered  for  sale  at  the  minimum  price  of 
fifty  cents  per  acre,  and  upon  inhabiting  and  culti- 
vating the  same  for  three  successive  years,  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  a  patent  therefor,  as  a  donation 
from  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  lands 
which  shall  remain  unsold,  after  having  been  of- 
fered for  sale  at  the  minimum  price  of  fifty  cents  per 
acre,  may  be  sold  at  private  sale  for  that  sum,  at 
any  time  before  permission  shall  have  been  granted 
to  settle  on  the  same. 

In  asking  leave  to  introduce  this  bill,  Mr. 
Benton  said  this  was  not  the  time  to  discuss 
it — ^probably  the  time  would  not  come  during 
the  present  session.  In  that  event,  what  was 
done  now  would  operate  as  a  notice  for  the 
next  session  ;  would  turn  the  minds  of  the 
Senators  to  the  changes  contemplated,  and 
would  prevent  the  necessity  of  delay.  He  be- 
lieved that  a  change  in  the  manner  of  selling 
public  lands  was  called  for,  both  by  the  voice 
of  the  people  and  the  interest  of  the  Govern- 
ment. By  the  present  rule,  said  Mr.  B.,  the 
good  and  the  bad  land  are  held  at  the  same 
price.  The  best  can  be  got  for  $1  25  per  acre 
— the  worst  cannot  be  had  for  less.  The  mini- 
mum of  $1  25  per  acre  for  aU  sorts  of  land  was 
arbitrary  and  unjust.  It  was  unjust  to  the  peo- 
ple, because  it  prevented  them  from  getting  the 
inferior  land  at  a  fair  price  ;  unjust  to  the 
States,  because  it  checked  their  population, 
and  deprived  them  of  their  right  of  taxation ; 
unjust  to  the  nation,  because  it  prevented  the 
public  Treasury  from  receiving  the  money 
which  such  land  was  worth,  and  for  which  it 
would  sell.  The  continuance  of  the  rule  would 
give  to  the  United  States  the  fabled  position  of 
the  dog  and  the  manger.  The  rule  should  be 
changed.  The  United  States  is  a  great  land 
seller,  and  she  should  foUow  the  practice  of  all 
other  sellers ;  she  should  apportion  her  price  to 
the  quality  of  her  land.  When  a  quarter  sec- 
tion has  been  offered  for  years  at  $125  per 
acre,  and  nobody  wiU  give  that  sum,  it  is  proof 
that  it  is  not  worth  it,  and  justice  to  the  people;- 
the  States,  and  the  Treasury,  requires  that  it 
should  be  offered  again  at  a  less  price.  The 
bill  introduced  assumes  fifty  cents  per  acre,  as 
the  second  minimum  at  which  such  lands  should 
be  offered ;  and  it  proposes  to  give  away,  with- 
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out  price,  to  such  poor  persons  as  may  be  will- 
ing to  take  and  cultivate  them,  the  refuse  lands 
■which  will  not  sell  for  that  sum. 

The  leave  was  given  to  introduce  the  bill, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Tariff. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  to  amend  the  several 
acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imports,  together 
with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures  of 
the  Senate. 

The  first  question  was  upon  agreeing  to  the 
following  proviso : 

"Provided,  also.  That  the  provisions  of  this  act 
shall  not  apply  to,  or  he  enforced  against,  importa- 
tions of  goods  from  ports  or  places  eastward  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  beyond  Cape  Horn,  before 
the  first  of  November  next  ensuing." 

Mr.  DioKEESON,  and  Mr.  Llotd  of  Massachu- 
setts, explained  the  object  of  the  amendment, 
and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Mills  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  the  following  clause :  "  On  iron,  in 
bars  or  bolts,  not  manufactured,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  by  rolling,  ninety  cents  per  hundred  and 
twelve  pounds  weight." 
_  Mr.  Mills  supported  his  amendment  at  con- 
siderable length,  by  showing  the  great  impor- 
tance of  this  article  to  alt  classes  of  the  commu- 
nity, from  the  humblest  laborer  up  to  the  plant- 
er and  the  merchant,  to  the  commerce  and 
navigation,  and  to  the  manufacturer,  as  well  as 
others,  and  commented  upon  the  impolicy  of 
imposing  a  higher  duty  upon  an  article  of  such 
absolute  necessity  to  the  country,  and  to  pro- 
duce which,  in  such  quantities  as  to  meet  the 
consumption  of  the  country,  it  was,  as  he 
thought,  utterly  incompetent. 

Mr.  DioKBESON  said,  that  he  was  not  sorry 
that  the  enemies  of  the  tariff  had  selected  iron 
as  the  first  article  of  attack,  because,  if  there  is 
any  part  of  the  bill  that  will  stand  the  test,  it 
is  this — and  because  the  fate  of  the  bill  depends 
very  much  upon  our  success  or  failure  in  this 
particular. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Mills)  has  informed  us  that  we  ought  not  to 
lay  heavy  duties  upon  an  article  of  indispensa- 
ble necessity  to  us  for  our  defence  in  war — an 
article  of  general  use  at  all  times,  and  without 
which  we  cannot  even  procure  our  food.  But 
these  are  precisely  the  reasons  in  favor  of  pro- 
tecting the  manufacture  of  iron,  of  securing  it 
to  ourselves.  Shall  we  unnecessarily  depend 
upon  foreign  nations,  three  or  four  thousand 
miles  distant  from  us,  for  articles  absolutely 
necessary  for  our  defence  or  our  existence  ? 

We  have  the  means  of  making  as  much  iron 
as  we  want  for  our  own  consumption,  and  as 
much  more  for  exportation. 

Our  mountains  are  filled  with  rich  veins  of 
maenetio  irnn  nrn      Tha   oti-oowno   om+oMo  «^™ 


iron  works  are  abundant — the  mountains  are 
covered  with  wood,  large  portions  of  which  art 
unfit  for  cultivation. 

Our  immense  tracts  of  alluvial  soil,  also, 
abound  with  iron  ore,  and  wood — ^the  advan- 
tages of  which  will  be  lost  to  the  country  if  the 
manufacture  of  iron  is  not  protected.  There 
is  no  mineral  so  universally  distributed  over  this 
country  as  iron ;  and  it  is  believed  that  there  vt 
not  a  State  in  the  Union,  in  which  this  article 
could  not  be  found,  in  suflScient  quantities  foi 
the  consumption  of  the  State. 

The  manufacture  of  iron  in  all  its  details,  re- 
quires a  great  number  of  laborers.  If  protected 
in  this  country,  it  would  draw  a  large  population 
from  agriculture,  in  which  too  many  are  en- 
gaged. _  This  portion  of  our  population  would 
immediately  become  the  purchasers  and  not  the 
sellers  of  the  produce  of  the  soil,  and  thus  en- 
hance the  value  of  real  estate,  an4  afford  a  bet- 
ter interest  for  capital  and  profit  for  labor  em- 
ployed in  agriculture. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  supported  the  motion 
to  strike  out  this  duty.  He  proceeded  to  show 
the  unjust  and  partial  operation  upon  certain 
classes  of  the  community,  and  replied  to  the 
arguments  made  use  of  by  Mr.  Diokeeson. 

Mr.  Mills  made  some  further  remarks  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Diokeeson. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  also  addressed 
the  Senate  in  support  of  the  motion  of  his 
colleague,  and  in  answer  to  some  of  the  positions 
taken  by  Mr.  Diokeeson.  He  alluded  to  the 
advantages  which  the  home  manufacturers  al- 
ready possess  over  the  importer  of  this  article. 
He  assigned  the  gratifying  prosperity  of  our 
country  as  the  principal  reason  that  operated 
against  the  domestic  production  of  iron.  That 
reason  was  to  be  found  in  the  advance  price  our 
labor  bears  over  that  of  the  degraded  population 
of  the  part  of  Europe  where  this  article  is  pro- 
duced ;  and  the  price  of  labor,  he  said,  was  a 
test  of  national  prosperity.  He  remarked  upon 
the  encouragement  which  had  been  said,  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  to  have  been 
extended  to  the  shipping  interest  of  the  country, 
and  upon  the  retributive  policy  that  would, 
probably,  be  adopted  by  foreign  nations,  if  this 
bill  were  passed. 

Mr.  L.  said  that  he  conceived  it  to  be  the  duty 
of  the  Government— it  was  the  principle  in 
which  the  Republic  was  founded— to  encourage, 
as  far  as  it  could  be  done,  the  interests  of  the 
whole  people— and,  where  there  were  divisions 
of  interest,  to  look  to  the  claims  of  the  largest 
and  most  important  part.  He  compared  the 
relative  importance  to  the  country,  of  the  ship- 
ping and  commercial  interests,  and  the  great 
class  of  mechanics  dependent  on  them,  with 
the  miners  and  makers  of  iron.  He  spoke  of 
the  embarrassments  which  the  shipping  inter- 
est already  labored  under,  and  proceeded  to 
show  that  this  bill,  if  passed,  would  go  to 
impose  additional,  and  far  heavier,  burdens  upon 
them     He  thought  the  biU  ought  to  be  rather 
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cTOsli  the  commercial,  and  eventually  to  injure 
the  manufacturing  interests  of  the  country ;  for, 
the  reaction  of  the  bill  would  probably  be  the 
most  tremendous  effect  of  it.  The  agricultural 
interest  was  the  great  and  controlling  interest, 
and  when  they  once  realized  its  effect,  they 
would  repeal  it,  and  also  prostrate  every  thing 
that  had  grown  up  under  it. 

Mr.  L.  spoke  of  the  Russian  trade,  as  one  of 
the  most  advantageous  which  this  country  ever 
pursued.  He  denied,  altogether,  that  there  was 
a  balance  against  us,  in  this  trade,  and  proceed- 
ed to  explain  the  course  which  had  generally 
been  pursued,  in  relation  to  it.  If  called  up 
again,  upon  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate,  Mr. 
L.  said  he  should  endeavor  more  fully  to  explain 
his  reasons  for  believing  that  all  the  ideas  of 
balances  of  trade  against  this  country,  founded 
on  the  custom-house  returns,  were  the  vain  and 
visionary  hallucinations  of  the  minds  of  mere 
theorists. 

Mr.  D'WoLP  spoke  in  favor  of  retaining  this 
item  in  the  bill.  He  recurred  to  the  general 
features  of  the  bill,  as  intended  for  the  encour- 
agement of  our  domestic  industry,  and  leading 
the  people  to  do  for  themselves  what  they  want 
done.  This  article  was  one  great  branch  of  the 
whole  system  included  in  the  bill,  and  he 
thought  the  arguments  of  the  gentlemen  op- 
posed to  the  duty  only  went  to  show  its  pro- 
priety. The  home  market,  Mr.  D'W.  considered 
as  the  most  important  to  every  nation.  The 
balance  of  trade,  he  said,  ought  certainly  to  be 
taken  in  the  aggregate.  If  we  sell  to  the  other 
nations  more  than  we  buy  from  them,  the 
balance,  of  course,  is  in  our  favor.  He  denied 
that  other  nations  bought  of  us,  because  we 
bought  of  them:  each  nation  bought  what  it 
wanted,  and  no  more. 

He  compared  the  business  of  a  nation  to  that 
of  an  individual.  It  was  alike  necessary  for 
both  to  keep  an  account  of  what  was  coming 
in  and  going  out.  He  knew  that  the  commercial 
interests  were  languishing,  and  other  interests 
were  in  the  same  situation.  The  facilities  ex- 
tended to  the  importation  and  use  of  foreign 
articles  in  this  country  were  very  great.  He 
believed  the  interests  of  every  State  in  the 
Union  would  eventually  be  promoted  by  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  as  encouraging  the  indus- 
try of  the  country.  Thp  bill  was  intended  to 
save  the  labor  of  the  country,  and  throw  it  upon 
its  own  resources.  As  to  the  effect  on  the 
revenue,  he  considered  it  a  mere  bugbear,  as  the 
people,  in  some  shape  or  other,  must  pay  the 
revenue.  '  The  means  they  possess  to  pay  it  are 
of  much  more  importance  than  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  paid. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  denied,  altogether,  that 
any  encouragement  had  been  extended  by  the 
Government  to  the  fisheries  of  the  country. 
The  bounty,  he  contended,  was  merely  a  draw- 
back of  the  duty  on  salt. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Mills's  motion  was  then 
put,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows : 


Yeas.— Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Edwards 
Elliott,  GaiHard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes 
of  Mississippi,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  J.  S.  John- 
ston of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
New  York,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachu- 
setts, Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virgi- 
nia, Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams — 24. 

Nays.— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Chan- 
dler, D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Findlay,  Jackson, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mc- 
Ilvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Euggles,  Seymour,  Talbot  of 
Indiana,  Thomas,  and  Van  Buren — 23. 

So  the  duty  on  iron  was  stricken  from  the  bill. 
The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


Thuesdat,  April  29. 
LaTids  and  Town  Lota  for  Academies  and  Schools 

in .' " 


Mr.  Benton  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authori^ 
ing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be 
selected,  in  separate  parcels,  or  in  sections,  as  much 
land  as  will  amount  to  two  of  the  townships  hereto- 
fore granted  by  Congress  to  the  State  of  Missori,  for 
the  support  of  seminaries  of  learning.  Also,  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  granting  to  the  town  of 
St.  Louis,  and  to  other  towns  and  villages  in  the 
State  of  Missouri,  for  the  support  of  schools,  the  lots 
and  pieces  of  ground,  within  such  towns  and  villages, 
which  may  have  been  heretofore  reserved  for  military 
purposes,  and  not  now  needed  for  such  use. 

The  Tariff. 
The  Senate  then  resumed,  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  the  imfinished  business  of  yester- 
day, being  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  "  to  amend  the 
several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imports." 
Mr.  KiKG,  of  Alabama,  was  called  to  the  chau-. 

Hemp. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  biU  by  striking  out  the  following  clause : 
"  On  hemp,  two  cents  per  pound." 

Mr.  Llotd  addressed  the  Senate  in  support 
of  his  motion.  He  expressed  his  high  estima- 
tion for  the  gentlemen  from  Kentucky,  and  re- 
gretted that  this  motion  would  not,  probably, 
meet  their  approbation.  He  proceeded  to  show 
the  importance  of  this  article,  and  the  improba- 
bility of  a  sufficient  production  to  meet  the  de- 
mand for  consumption.  He .  portrayed  the 
course  which  had  been  pursued  in  regard  to  the 
agricultural  interests  of  the  Northern  States. 
From  their  former  embarrassed  situation  they 
had  recovered,  and  had  now  become  prosperous 
and  happy,  unaided  by  any  extraordinary  as- 
sistance by  way  of  duties  from  the  Govern- 
ment. He  spoke  particularly  of  the  encourage- 
ment which  had  already  .been  extended  to  the 
domestic  growth  of  hemp,  and  the  failure  to 
produce  it  in  any  considerable  quantity.  Mr. 
L.  adverted  to  the  causes  of  this  failure,  and  the 
want  of  the  natural  advantages  necessary  to  the 
growth  of  this  article.     Even  if  Kentucky 
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could  raise  the  article  in  sufficient  quantities 
with  this  enormous  bounty  to  encourage  the 
growth,  he  said  the  cordage  made  from  it  would 
come  higher  than  that  of  any  other  part  of  the 
world  where  it  is  made. 

Mr.  Ohandleu  said  he  rose  to  give  the  reasons 
which  would  govern  him  in  giving  his  vote  on 
this  question.  He  voted  yesterday  against  strik- 
ing out  the  article  of  iron,  not  because  he  would 
vote  for  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the  House, 
which  he  could  not  do,  but  because  he  was  will- 
ing to  give  an  opportunity  so  to  amend  the  bill, 
if  possible,  as  to  make  it  acceptable,  and  so  as 
to  bear  equally  on  the  several  sections  of  the 
Union,  and  that  each  section  may  receive  equal 
benefits ;  but,  to  give  it  this  effect,  the  bill  must 
undergo  material  changes.  Not  only  the  article 
of  hemp,  but  of  very  species  of  duck  and  cord- 
age, and  of  spirits,  must  be  stricken  out,  or  ma- 
terially altered,  before  he  could  give  his  vote  for 
the  bill.  He  should  vote  for  striking  out  the 
article  of  hemp. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said,  that  the 
subject  before  the  Senate  involved  political 
considerations  which  had,  on  his  mind,  a  greater 
influence  than  the  combination  of  all  others. 
Domestic  industry,  said  Mr  J.,  renders  us  inde- 
pendent, as  to  foreign  nations,  for  the  neces- 
saries and  comforts  of  life.  It  derives  its 
greatest  value  from  the  fact  that  it  fosters  and 
secures  the  public  liberty. 

In  vain  may  we  look  for  such  daring  spirits 
to  defend  our  invaded  country  as  appeared 
on  the  plains  of  Chippewa,  and  seized  the 
laurels  of  New  Orleans,  if  that  country  be  des- 
tined to  remain  dependent  upon  powers  con- 
fessedly hostile  for  the  greater  portion  of  what 
renders  life  convenient  and  honorable.  In  vain 
may  we  look  for  heroes  willing  to  consecrate 
their  hearts'  blood  to  the  service  of  their  coun- 
try, and  for  the  vindication  of  its  rights,  if  it 
must  be  their  miserable  destiny  to  be  supplied 
only  from  foreign  resources  with  the  materials 
of  defence. 

It  is  high  time,  said  Mr.  J.,  to  change  the 
policy  which  we  have  pursued.  The  public 
voice  loudly  calls  for  it,  and  that  voice  deserves 
to  be  heard  by  the  Representatives  of  the  na- 
tion. We  are  addressed,  indeed,  in  the  ardent 
tone  of  pecuniary  feeling,  to  allow  the  people  to 
purchase  merchandise  where  they  can  obtain  it 
cheapest.  Admit  the  propriety  of  this  course  : 
I  feel  myself  at  liberty,  sir,  to  deny  that  the 
system  which  we  have  pursued  has  afforded  us 
articles  on  the  most  moderate  terms.  Previous 
to  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  during 
the  contest,  our  army  and  our  navy  were  not 
only  deficient  in  the  comforts  of  clothing,  when 
many  of  our  citizens  were  not  in  a  situation  to 
construct  them  from  the  ample  materials  which 
our  country  supplies,  but  when  merchandise  of 
this  description  was  found  in  our  markets,  the 
Government,  as  well  as  individuals,  had  to  pur- 
chase them  at  the  most  extravagant  prices, 
from  four  to  ten  times  their  ordinary  current 


properly  excluded  from  our  doUar  and  cent 
calculation  the  effects  which  the  policy  of  the 
late  belligerent  powers  of  Europe  produced 
upon  our  commerce  and  our  articles  of  mer- 
chandise. We  are  now  enjoying  the  blessings 
which  the  welcome  calm  of  peace  ever  intro- 
duces. We  can  purchase  the  manufactures  of 
Europe  on  terms  perfectly  moderate.  But,  alas ! 
in  correspondence  with  the  erring  tendencies  of 
the  human  mind,  we  have  forgotten  British 
Orders  in  Council,  French,  Berlin,  and  Milan 
decrees,  those  interruptions  of  trade  and  oonfls- 
cators  of  property,  and  are  chanting  ourselves 
to  repose.  We  are  crying  peace,  peace,  when 
we  know  not  how  soon  destruction  may  come 
upon  us.  The  sound  philosopher,  the  distin- 
guished statesman,  must  not  look  on  society  in 
relation  merely  to  the  passing  moment;  his 
view  of  the  interests  of  his  country  must  alike 
involve  retrospection  and  anticipation.  Not 
only  is  he  bound  to  promote  the  prosperity  of 
the  present  generation — the  interests  of  the 
future  are  confided  to  his  charge.  If  such  con- 
siderations be  the  result  of  sound  policy,  it  be- 
comes us  to  take  into  our  calculation  the  melan- 
choly examples  which  our  Eevolutionary  strug- 
gles and  the  inconveniences  of  the  late  war  ex- 
hibit. The  losses  and  the  sufferings  of  the 
nation,  during  those  periods,  for  want  of  domes- 
tic manufactures,  would  alone  furnish  materials 
for  a  volume.  That  season  of  gloom  and  trial 
induced  many  of  our  enterprising  citizens  to 
invest  capital  to  a  prodigious  amount  in  manu- 
factures of  the  first  necessity,  and  conducing 
to  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  our  coun- 
trymen. A  valuable  home  market  was  created 
for  the  consumption  of  the  productions  of  our 
soU,  affording  to  the  farmer  the  means  of  iu- 
dependence,  and  enabling  him  to  obtain  an 
equivalent  for  his  labor,  in  the  articles  which  he 
could  not  furnish  himself. 

Mr.  Tatloe,  of  Yirginia,  replied  to  Mr.  John- 
son. He  said  the  object  for  which  our  fathers 
fought  was  to  free  their  children  from  tyranny 
and  oppressive  taxation.  This  protection  of  one 
State  against  another  was  but  a  plan  to  rob  one 
to  enrich  another.  In  relation  to  the  depression 
of  the  surplus  of  our  productions  in  foreign 
markets,  this  biU,  Mr.  T.  said,  was  no  protection 
against  it.  The  price  of  those  commodities 
could  only  be  fixed  by  competition.  The  best 
protection  to  cotton-growers  would  be  to  admit 
foreign  fabrics  freely,  and  thereby  create  a  gen- 
eral demand  for  the  article.  This  protection  to 
our  own  articles  was  merely  a  tribute  to  capi- 
talists. 

Mr.  Van  Bueen  said  that  he  rose  for  the  pur- 
pose of  explanation  only ;  to  reconcile  his  pres- 
ent vote  with  one  he  was  prepared,  and  would, 
doubtless,  be  called  upon  to  give  on  the  question 
imder  consideration.  He  was  in  favor  of  iu- 
creasing  the  duty  on  hemp  with  a  view  of 
affording  protection  to  its  cultivation  in  this 
country.    He  was  willing  to  vote  for  a  liberal 
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The  present  duty  is  thirty  dollars  a  ton,  the  one 
contained  in  the  hill  is  forty-four  dollars  and 
eighty  cents  per  ton,  making  an  increase  of 
nearly  fifty  per  centum.  Mr.  V.  B.  could  not 
think  that  the  cultivation  of  the  article  in  ques- 
tion required  for  its  protection  so  great  an  in- 
crease of  the  duty ;  nor  would  a  due  regard  to 
the  other  great  interests  of  the  country  admit 
of  its  imposition.  If,  therefore,  the  motion  of 
hiB_  friend  from  Massachusetts  had  heen  to 
strike  out  the  rate  of  increase  for  the  purpose 
of  reducing  it  to  a  reasonable  amount,  Mr.  V. 
B.  would  have  voted  for  it.  But  his  motion 
was  not  of  that  character.  It  was  to  strike  the 
duty  on  hemp  out  of  the  hill,  to  which  he  (Mr. 
V.  B.)  was  opposed.  Whilst,  therefore,  he 
would  vote  against  striking  out,  he  was  prepared 
to  reduce  the  duty  contained  in  the  hOl  to  an 
amount  which,  in  his  best  judgment,  would  he 
just  and  politic. 

Mr.   Talbot,   of   Kentucky,  addressed    the 
Senate. 

Among  the  most  prominent  of  the  articles  of 
agricultural  growth,  which,  at  the  very  com- 
mencement of  our  present  Government,  under 
our  happy  constitution,  received  this  Govern- 
mental aid,  are  those  of  cotton,  the  manufactures 
of  tobacco  and  sugar — ^the  last  of  which  articles, 
although  not  grown  at  the  period  of  the  adop- 
tion of  this  duty,  and  therefore  not  within  the 
scope  of  that  protection  intended  to  be  afforded 
to  the  others,  has,  in  effect,  received  all  that 
protection  and  fostering  care  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  perpetuation  of  this  duty,  which 
it  could  have  done  had  it  been  within  the  view 
of  the  policy  which  dictated  those  duties  on 
cotton  and  tobacco.  The  continuance  of  such 
duty  since  the  period  of  its  adoption,  with 
so  much  success  to  a  portion  of  our  acquired 
territory  of  Louisiana,  is  founded  upon  the 
same  considerations  of  a  wise  and  enlightened 
policy,  which  gave  birth  to  the  co-equal  imposi- 
tion on  those  of  tobacco  and  cotton,  and  enti- 
tles the  other  portions  of  the  community,  who 
do  not  participate  in  this  rich  and  valuable  pro- 
duction, to  ask  and  expect  from  the  growers  of 
this,  with  the  other  enumerated  articles,  the 
same  return  of  reciprocal  good  will,  and  a  par- 
ticipation in  the  same  advantages,  by  an  exten- 
sion of  adequate  protection  in  the  cultivation  of 
other  agricultural  productions  peculiar  to  the 
other  portions  of  our  extensive  and  diversified 
soils  and  climates.  That  there  is  great  distress 
prevailing  in  the  agricultural  classes  of  society, 
not  only  of  the  interior  and  "Western  States,  but 
even  in  those  of  the  Southern,  heretofore  en- 
gaged in  a  most  profitable  cultivation ;  that  the 
foreign  markets  are  glutted  with  the  article  of 
cotton,  the  result  of  which  has  been  a  con- 
tinued and  alarming  depression  in  the  price  of 
this  article ;  that  the  increased  production  of 
cotton,  by  its  successfnl  introduction  in  the 
Brazils,  and  in  other  portions  of  the  recently 
emancipated  provinces  of  South  America,  the 
luxuriant  fertility  of  which,  combined  with  the 
more  auspicious  and  favored  climates  of  our 
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globe,  by  increasing  the  competition  amongst 
the  growers  of  this  valuable  staple  in  these 
States,  tends  not  only  to  diminish  the  profits  of 
our  cultivation,  by  increased  competition  in  the 
markets,  but  so  to  overstock  it  as  to  annihilate 
entirely  the  profits  of  the  cultivation,  to  draw 
us  from  the  cultivation,  and  to  overwhelm,  in 
irremediable  ruin,  those  portions  of  our  popula- 
tion whose  prosperity  essentially  depends  upon 
this  staple  article. 

If  these  facts  are  recognized  on  all  sides,  and 
acknowledged  by  th«se  cultivators  themselves, 
the  violent  opposers  of  this  bill,  does  it  not 
behoove  them  to  pause,  and  consider  well 
whether  they  themselves  have  not  a  common 
interest  with  every  portion  of  this  Union  in  the 
encouragement  of  domestic  manufactures,  to 
increase  and  extend  the  home  market  for  this 
staple  article,  by  which  the  domestic  consump- 
tion of  the  country  wiU  increase  and  extend, 
not  only  the  domestic  manufacture,  but  the 
consumption  of  this  raw  material,  the  uses  of 
which  are  so  rapidly  extending  themselves 
through  all  classes  of  society  ? 

But  it  is  objected,  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man who  moves  to  strike  out  this  item  in  the 
bill,  that  this  article  of  hemp  cannot  be  pro- 
duced and  dressed  in  such  manner  and  in  such 
quality  as  to  answer  for  the  purpose  of  rigging 
om-  merchant  vessels ;  that  whatever  may  be  the 
quality  or  capacity  of  the  soil  for  its  production, 
the  length  of  the  days,  with  the  great  warmth 
of  the  sun,  in  those  parts  of  Eussia  where  this 
article  is  cultivated,  in  which  the  sun  is  twenty- 
two  hours  above  the  horizon,  is  essential  to  the 
successful  water-rotting  of  hemp,  the  only 
mode  of  preparing  and  curing  this  article  which 
can  fit  and  prepare  it  for  the  rigging  of  vessels ; 
that  the  climate  of  Kentucky,  unsuitable  for 
this  purpose,  with  the  situation  of  its  rivers, 
deeply  imbedded,  and  flowing  at  great  depths 
below  the  surface  of  the  earth,  with  the  foetid 
odor  which  exhales  during  this  process  of  water- 
rotting,  forbid  all  just  expectation  that  Ken- 
tucky could  ever  produce,  even  with  the  pro- 
tection of  this  bOl,  this  article  of  proper  quality 
for  the  use  of  our  marine  or  navy. 

These  objections,  Mr.  President,  however 
specious,  are  founded  in  mistakes  and  miscon- 
ceptions, as  regards  the  capacity  of  the  soil  and 
climate  of  our  country,  compared  with  those  of 
Eussia,  as  well  as  in  the  capacities,  the  qualities, 
and  resources,  of  our  countrymen,  to  surmount 
any  real  diflBculties  which  may  present  them- 
selves. As  respects  the  first,  natm-e  has  not 
been  so  niggard  of  her  gifts,  as  the  observa- 
tions of  the  honorable  gentleman  would  imply ; 
for,  I  am  still  to  learn,  sir,  if,  indeed,  the  fact 
be  so,  that  the  country  of  the  Ukraine,  though 
blessed  with  a  fertile  soil  and  auspicious  clime, 
well  adapted  to  the  successful  cultivation  of 
this  important  staple,  and  from  which  the  im- 
portations of  our  foreign  hemp  are  made,  is 
endowed  with  any  happy  peculiarities  for  this 
purpose,  with  which  the  same  munificent  and 
Almighty  hand  has  not  spread  its  equal  bless- 
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ings  on  our  Western  climes ;  although  the  hand 
of  industry  and  successful  cultivation  has  as 
yet  developed,  but  in  a  comparatively  small  de- 
gree, the  capacities  which  they  present  to  the 
hand  of  industry,  of  labor,  and  of  art,  under 
the  cultivation  of  her  hardy  and  industrious 
sons.  And  permit  me  to  correct  a  mistake  into 
which  the  limited  information  of  the  honorable 
gentleman,  in  relation  to  the  topography  of 
Kentucky,  has  betrayed  him ;  for,  though  it  is 
true  that  the  river  Kentucky,  from  which  our 
State  derives  its  name,  is  sunk  from  two  to 
three  hundred  feet  below  the  level  of  the  ad- 
jacent land ;  the  channel  being  lined  in  many 
parts  with  white  marble  cliffs,  beautifid  and 
romantic  in  a  high  degree ;  yet,  it  is  equally 
true,  and  equally  known  to  idl  who  have  any 
knowledge  of  the  face  and  aspect  of  our  State, 
that,  in  this  extraordinary  tract,  this  river  is 
peculiar  there,  and  that  not  only  the  rivers, 
but  creeks,  rills,  and  branches,  from  which  sup- 
plies of  water  are  to  be  collected  in  dams  and 
ponds,  which,  combined  with  the  Summer  sun, 
which  remains  above  the  horizon  only  fifteen 
hours  in  our  happy  clime,  is  believed  to  be 
quite  sufficient  to  produce  the  effect  desired, 
such  partial  decomposition  of  the  vegetable 
gluten  of  this  important  staple  as  fits  it  for  the 
brake,  and  which,  with  the  proper  dressing, 
will  produce  the  article  possessed  of  all  the 
properties  requisite  for  the  manufacturing,  not 
only  the  cable,  and  other  rigging,  but  saUs  for 
our  merchant  vessels,  equal  to  even  that  of  Rus- 
sia, or  any  other  portion  of  the  globe. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  wished  all  mankind 
was  afflicted  with  the  same  distresses  as  the 
people  of  Kentucky.  They  have  a  fine  climate 
and  soil,  and  a  great  surplus  of  the  productions 
of  the  earth ;  not  so,  he  said,  with  the  people  of 
Maine — they  have  to  work  hard,  and  get  but 
little  produce  for  it.  And  now  they  are  to  be 
taxed  by  this  bill  to  find  a  market  for  the  Ken- 
tucky hemp ;  he  explained  the  course  which  the 
article  had  taken  in  this  countiy.  A  great  deal 
had  been  said  of  domestic  industry — ^he  believed 
the  industry  of  seamen  and  fishermen  was  do- 
mestic industry.  The  gentlemen  from  Ken- 
tucky had  said  that  the  duty  was  not  prohibi- 
tory ;  they  are  willing  not  quite,  but  almost,  to 
prohibit  an  article,  scarcely  a  ton  of  which 
do  they  now  produce.  He  denied  all  the  posi- 
tions which  had  been  talien  in  relation  to  the 
balance  of  trade — nobody,  he  said,  could  under- 
stand it.  It  had  been  millions  against  us  ever 
since  he  could  recollect.  The  property  had 
always  been  going  out  of  the  country;  and 
what  is  the  proof  of  this  doctrine  ?  He  asked, 
if  the  proof  was  to  be  sought  in  the  growing 
prosperity  of  the  country,  and  the  absolute  ac- 
cumulation of  millions  every  year.  He  asked 
if  the  Navy,  of  which  the  gentleman  fi-om 
Kentucky  had  spoken,  was  peculiarly  the  prop- 
erty of  the  East  ?  If  the  "West  had  no  protec- 
tion to  seek  from  it  ?  As  to  the  fortifications, 
almost  all  that  had  been  made  since  he  had 


of  the  West.  The  principal  one  of  the  Eas 
had  been  erected  before  the  establishment  o 
this  Government.  And,  upon  these  ground 
we  are  asked  to  impose  a  duty  of  forty-five  pe: 
cent,  on  an  article  which  we  do  not  yet  produc( 
at  all.  Mr.  H.  thought  this  one  of  the  mos 
extravagant  items  in  this  most  extravagant  bill 

Mr.  Rtjggles  said  this  was  framed,  he  be 
lieved,  as  a  bill  for  the  general  encouragemeni 
of  all  branches  of  the  manufactures  of  th( 
country.  He  believed  this  item  would  not  b( 
as  injurious  to  the  Atlantic  States  as  thej 
seemed  to  imagine ;  he  went  on  to  show  whj 
it  would  not  have  so  bad  a  tendency  as  was 
supposed ;  he  thought  that,  at  least,  the  advan- 
tage of  furnishing  the  article  for  the  Navy,  and 
for  the  coasting  trade,  ought  to  be  accorded  to 
the  Western  States.  He  commented  upon  the 
advantages  they  possessed  for  the  growth  oi 
this  article,  and  the  great  benefits  that  would 
be  derived  to  the  country  from  its  production. 
He  could  not  believe  the  difference  between 
the  foreign  and  domestic  article  so  great  as  to 
warrant  the  rise  of  the  foreign  article  to  the 
entire  exclusion  of  the  domestic. 

Mr.  Eaton  believed  every  gentleman  had 
made  up  his  mind  on  this  subject,  but  he 
deemed  it  his  duty  to  express  his  opinion  in  a 
few  words.  He  admitted  the  positions  taken 
in  regard  to  certain  branches  of  our  trade, 
wherein  there  were  very  small  exports,  and 
increased  imports.  But,  he  contended  that  the 
balance  of  trade  with  England  had  been  against 
this  country  ever  since  the  war.  He  pursued 
his  remarks  npon  the  course  of  trade.  He  be- 
lieved that  more  had  been  done  for  the  com- 
merce of  the  country  than  for  all  the  other 
interests  put  together,  and  recurred  to  the  ton- 
nage duties,  and  other  protecting  measures,  to 
prove  it.  He  thought  this  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant items  in  the  biU,  and  he  should  con- 
sider it  as  lost  if  it  was  stricken  out.  When 
the  hemp  was  out,  the  duck  would  go,  and  all 
the  rest  of  the  bill  with  it.  He  contended  for 
such  a  degree  of  protection  to  the  article  as 
would  encourage  its  domestic  growth,  without 
amounting  to  a  prohibition  of  the  foreign  article. 
He  referred  to  the  price  it  had  borne  during 
the  war,  and  thought  it  the  duty  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  see  that  the  nation  was,  in  some 
measure,  prepared  for  a  state  of  war.  He 
thought  the  only  question  in  relation  to  this  biU 
was.  Whether  we  were  willing  to  rely  upon 
foreign  nations  for  the  necessaries  of  life,  or 
whether  we  were  to  produce  them  for  ourselves. 
The  only  way  to  make  the  community  prosper, 
he  believed,  was  to  extend  a  general  protection 
to  all  the  great  branches  of  employment.  He 
believed  commerce  was  never  more  depressed 
than  at  present.  Our  cities  were  filled  with 
paupers ;  and  yet  we  are  to  go  to  the  work- 
shops of  Europe  to  get  the  articles  we  want  for 
consumption.  He  conceived  the  policy  of  this 
measure  to  be  necessary  to  protect  us  against 
that  of  other  nations.    It  was  not  a  matter 
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bnt  it  was  a  subject  of  great  national  con- 
cern. 
Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  said  that  the  im- 

Eosition  of  this  duty  bore  hard  upon  a  partiou- 
ir  interest  of  the  country.  If  gentlemen  wish 
to  encourage  the  production  of  hemp  and  iron, 
they  ought  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  give  bounties 
on  these  articles.  The  burden  would  then  fall 
equally  upon  the  community.  There  was  the 
same  constitutional  right  to  pass  an  act  grant- 
ing bounties  on  these  articles,  as  to  encourage 
their  production  in  the  way  proposed  by  this 
bill. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Lloyd's  motion  was  then 
put,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows : 

For  striking  out — ^Messrs.  Barl>oar,  Branch,  Chan- 
dler, Clayton,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  H.  Johnson  of  Lou- 
isiana, J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of 
Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  Maryland, 
Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith, 
Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Wil- 
liams— 24. 

Against  striking  out — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Ben- 
ton, Brown,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards, 
Findlay,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight, 
Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Euggles, 
Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and 
Van  Buren— 23. 

So  the  duty  on  hemp  was  stricken  out  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 


Pkidat,  April  30. 
The  Tariff. 
The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Knsra,  of  Alabama,  Jn  the  chair,)  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday,  being  the  biU  from  the  House 
of  Eepresentatiyes,  "  to  amend  the  several  acts 
for  imposing  duties  on  imports." 

Cotton  Baggmg. 

Mr  Eelly  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the 
following  clause :  "  On  cotton  bagging,  four 
and  a  half  cents  per  square  yard,  until  the  30th 
day  of  June,  1825 ;  and,  afterwards,  a  duty  of 
five  and  a  half  cents  per  square  yard : "  by 
striking  out  from  it  the  words  "  until  the  80th 
day  of  June,  1825  ;  and,  afterwards,  a  duty  of 
five  and  a  half  cents  per  square  yard." 

Mr.  KJELLT  supported  his  motion  at  consider- 
able length,  showing  the  impropriety  of  laying 
such  duties  as  to  force  the  manufacture  of  this 
article  into  existence;  the  improbability  that 
hemp,  from  which  the  cotton  bagging  is  manu- 
factured, would  be  soon  raised  in  this  country, 
in  any  great  quantity;  as  its  cultivation  and 
preparation  for  market  was  a  dirty,  impleasant 
occupation,  and  uncongenial  to  a  people  pos- 
sessing as  many  blessings,  and  as  many  more 
unpleasant  means  of  employment,  as  are  pos- 
sessed by  this  people ;  that,  if  the  people  were 
disposed  to  engage  in  the  manufacture,  the 


duties  now  existing  afibrd  sufficient  encourage- 
ment ;  and  that  the  article  ought  not  to  receive 
further  encouragement,  at  the  expense  of  the 
cotton  grower. 

Mr.  Hatne,  of  South  Carolina,  rose,  and  after 
some  preliminary  remarks,  proceeded  as  fol- 
lows :  When,  in  1816,  the  bill  was  introduced, 
which  may  be  considered  as  the  commence- 
ment of  the  "  anti-commercial  system,"  great 
alarm  was  excited,  lest  the  principles  now  advo- 
vocated,  should,  at  some  future  period,  be  adopt- 
ed in  our  legislation.*  The  advocates  of  that 
bill  expressly  disclaimed  any  idea  of  introducing 
new  manufactures  into  the  country,  much  less 
of  prohibiting  the  importation  of  any  article 
from  abroad.  The  argument  then  was,  that  in 
the  infancy  of  any  manufacture,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  give  some  assistance,  to  enable  it  to 
grow  and  acquire  strength,  but  that  such  sup- 
port would  soon  become  unnecessary,  and  those 
establishments  might  then  be  safely  left  to  the 
exertion  of  their  own  energies.  The  act  of 
1816,  though  now  oaJled  by  the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side,  "prohibitory,"  and,  therefore, 
held  up  as  an  example,  imposed  duties,  then 
deemed  merely  sufficient  to  enable  existing  es- 
tablishments to  bear  up  against  the  pressure  of 
the  times,  but  it  was  expressly  provided  that 
those  duties  should  be  subsequently  diminished. 
Thus,  on  aU  manufactures  of  wool  and  cotton, 
(except  blankets,  rugs,  and  stuff  goods,)  a  duty 
was  levied  of  25  per  cent,  until  the  30th  of 
June,  1819,  and  of  20  per  cent,  after  that  period. 
The  object  was  not  to  prohibit,  but  protect — 
to  give  assistance  in  infancy,  not  to  support 
manhood — ^to  afford  succor  in  distress,  not 
bounties  in  prosperity.  Baldwin's  Tariff  recog- 
nized these  distinctions,  and  expressly  provided 
for  the  diminution  of  the  duties  after  three 
years.  But  the  mask  has  now  been  thrown  off. 
The  new  principle  oi  progressive  duties  has  been 
introduced  into  this  biU,  and  this  amounts  to  a 
distinct  acknowledgment  that  the  object  now  is, 
not  competition,  but  prohibition.  I  wish  to  caU 
the  serious  attention  of  the  Senate  to  this  feature 
of  the  bUl — ^now  introduced  into  our  laws  for 
the  first  time. 

The  first  objection  which  I  shall  urge  against 
this  policy,  is,  that  it  assumes,  that  Govern- 
ment is  capable  of  regulating  industry,  better 
than  individuals — a  position  which  is  wholly 
untenable.  From  the  nature  of  things,  labor 
and  capital  should  be  permitted  to  seek  their 
own  employment,  under  the  guidance,  entirely, 
of  individual  prudence  and  sagacity.  Govern- 
ment, from  the  very  elevation  of  its  position,  is 
necessarily  incapable  of  taking  that  close  view 
of  the  subject,  and  obtaining  that  accurate 
knowledge  of  details  indispensable  to  a  ju- 
dicious determination  of  the  relative  advantages 
of  different  pursuits,  in  any  community.  This 
depends  so  much  on  local  circumstances,  that 
personal  observation  and  individual  exertions 
are  alone  competent  to  the  task.  In  the  do- 
mestic concerns  of  nations,  as  of  individuals, 
it  is  sufficient  that  men  are  prevented  from 
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trespassing  on  the  property,  or  invading  the 
rights  of  their  neighbors.    In  all  other  respects 
they  should  be  left  entirely  free.    If  any  doubts 
existed  on  this  point,  I  should  have  supposed 
that  the  most  superficial  observer  would  have 
discovered,  in  the  progress  of  this  bill,  conclu- 
sive evidence  of  our  utter  incapacity  to  accom- 
plish the  task  we  have  assumed.    Though  sur- 
rounded by  manufacturers,  generously  willing 
out  of  their  abundant  stores  of  knowledge  and 
experience  to  supply  all  our  deficiencies,  have 
we  not  found  it  impossible  to  penetrate  the 
veil  thrown  around  the  pursuits  in  which  they 
are  engaged  ?    I  will  appeal  with  confidence  to 
the  Senate,  and  ask,  whether  the  most  notorious 
facts  have  not  been  denied  or  perverted,  and 
the  most  contradictory  statements  submitted, 
and  whether  we  are  not  at  this  moment  left  in 
profound  ignorance,  not  only  of  the  actual  rate 
of  profits,  but  of  the  true  condition  of  every 
branch  of  manufacturing  industry  ?    We  cannot 
know,  therefore,  either  the  degree  of  protection 
wanted,   or  the  best  means  of  extending  it. 
Are  not  the  provisions  of  the  bill  exactly  con- 
formable to  this  state  of  our  information?    I 
will  venture  to  assert  that  no  bill  was  ever  in- 
troduced into  any  legislative  body  in  this,  or 
any  other  country,  composed  of  such  hetero- 
geneous provisions,  and  contradictory  princi- 
ples.   Here  is  said  to  be  a  "  flourishing  manu- 
facture," and,  therefore,  it  is  to  be  encouraged ; 
here  is  "  a  languishing  establishment,"  and  it 
must  be  sustained ;  while  such  as  have  no  ex- 
istence, are  to  be  created ;  some,  because  they 
require  much  skill  and  large  capitals,  and  others, 
because  they  reqnii-e  neither  skiU  nor  capital. 
Some  branches  of  industry  are  to  be  encouraged 
because  others  are  "  overdone,"  but  these  must 
also  be  protected  "  against  foreign  competition 
threatening  to  destroy  them."    There  are  duties 
on  the  manufactured  articles,  and  duties  on  the 
raw  material ;  and,  in  short,  the  whole  bill  is 
a  tissue  of  inconsistencies.     In  attempting  to 
gratify  the  wishes  of  interested  individuals,  we 
are  legislating  in  the  dark,   distributing  the 
national  funds  by  a  species  of  State  lottery — 
scattering  abroad  bounties  and  premiums  of 
unknown  amount;   and  aU  this,  without  the 
rational  prospect  of  producing  any  eflFect,  except 
that  of  sowing  the  seeds  of  dissension  among 
the  people,  and  thereby  introducing  mischiefs 
which  may  last  to  the  remotest  generations. 
We  are  opening  a  Pandora's  box  of  political 
evils  which,  when  they  have  gone  abroad,  will 
not  even  leave  hope  at  the  bottom. 

This  system  of  regulating,  by  law,  the  private 
pursuits  of  men,  or,  what  amounts  to  the  same 
thing,  passing  laws  for  increasing  the  profits  of 
certain  employments,  and  lessening  the  profits 
of  others,  thereby  driving  men  from  the  pur- 
suits of  their  choice  to  those  which  the  Govern- 
ment_  is  pleased  to  favor,  has,  it  is  true,  been 
sanctioned  by  the  practice  of  other  nations,  and 
comes  down  to  us  from  the  remotest  ages.  But 
I  consider  it,  sir,  only  as  a  part  of  that  system 


hav'e  been  subjected  in  every  age.  If  it  ha 
become  venerable,  it  is  only  from  time,  and 
like  monarchy,  has  no  claims  to  our  respec 
but  its  antiquity.  I  admit,  that,  in  England 
the  industry  of  individuals  has  always  beer 
thus  regulated.  We  know,  that  in  that  coun- 
try emigration  is,  in  many  cases,  prohibited ; 
that  the  wages  of  labor,  and  employment  oi 
capital,  and  even  the  price  of  commodities,  are, 
in  various  ways,  directed  and  controlled.  In 
other  parts  of  Europe,  the  doctrine  of  regula- 
tion is  carried  still  further,  and  a  man's  re- 
ligious and  political  opinions,  as  well  as  his  pur- 
suits, are  taken  "  in  the  holy  keeping  "  of  those 
whose  only  qualification  for  the  task  consists  in 
their  anxious  desire  to  keep  down  the  aspira- 
tions of  the  immortal  mind. 

Sir,  it  would  afford  matter  for  curious  specu- 
lation, if  the  various  regulations  by  which  men 
have  been  controlled  in  their  pursuits,  could  be 
presented  in  one  view  to  our  consideration.  In 
England,  we  find  that,  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
IV.,  the  Crown  was  authorized,  by  an  act  of 
Parliament,  to  order  "  one  rood  of  flax  or  hemp 
to  be  planted  for  every  sixty  acres  cultivated 
in  other  grains,"  and  this  was  done  for  the  pur- 
pose, as  it  is  quaintly  expressed,  "  of  making  of 
nets  and  eschewing  of  idleness."  But,  it  is  in 
the  East  that  we  find  the  system,  advocated  by 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  carried  to  the 
greatest  perfection.  Without  dwelling,  how- 
ever, on  this  topic,  I  wiU  concede  all  the  gentle- 
men can  ask :  I  wiQ  admit,  that  Governments 
have  everywhere,  and  in.  every  age,  presumed 
to  regulate  man  in  all  Lis  pursuits.  Every 
thing  connected  with  his  existence,  from  the 
cradle  to  the  grave,  nay,  beyond  the  grave ;  the 
language  he  shall  speak ;  the  food  he  shall  eat; 
the  trade  he  shall  foUow ;  the  place  in  which  he 
shall  dwell ;  the  opinions  he  shall  cherish ;  the 
books  he  shall  read,  and  the  God  he  shall  wor- 
ship ;  every  thing,  in  short,  which  belongs  to 
him  as  a  created  laeing,  is  the  subject  of  arbi- 
trary regulation,  and  man  is  made  a  creature 
without  heart,  or  soul,  or  mind  —  a  mere 
machine,  obedient  to  the  will  of  the  human 
artist  who  puts  it  into  operation.  But,  sir,  we 
were  taught  to  believe,  that  the  establishment 
of  our  Government  formed  a  new  era  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  world,  and  that  the  practical  opera- 
tion of  our  constitution  was  destined  to  exhibit 
a  splendid  example  of  the  perfection  to  which 
man  would  attain,  when  freed  from  the  shackles 
which  had  been  imposed  on  him  in  other  coun- 
tries. We  were  taught  to  expect  that  a  Govern- 
ment, instituted  by  a  people,  and  administered 
for  their  benefit  alone,  where  the  Jiuman  mind 
would  be  left  without  restraint  to  pursue  its 
own  happiness  in  its  own  way,  must,  by  its 
good  fruits,  recommend  a  free  system  to  all 
nations.  I  can  weU  recollect,  sir,  that,  among 
the  first  lessons  instilled  into  my  mind,  that 
which  made  the  deepest  and  most  lasting  im- 
pression, was  to  consider  the  Eepublican  Insti- 
tutions of  my  country,  like  the  air  we  breathe. 
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without  our  being  conscious  of  the  means  by 
■which  these  inestimable  gifts  are  conferred; 
like  the  providence  of  God,  unfelt  and  unseen, 
yet  dispensing  the  richest  blessings  to  all  the 
children  of  men.  But  these,  we  are  told,  are 
the  illusions  of  the  imagination.  Man  cannot 
be  safely  left  to  mark  out  his  own  course  to 
happiness ;  but  here,  as  elsewhere,  the  various 
employments  of  industry  and  capital  must  be 
so  artificially  arranged  and  balanced,  as  to  pro- 
duce results  to  be  prescribed  by  law. 

To  understand  the  true  remedy  for  existing 
evUs,  we  must  ascertain  their  nature  and  ex- 
tent, and  know  the  causes  which  produced 
them.  I  beg  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate 
whilst  I  prosecute  these  inquiries.  And  here, 
I  insist,  that  the  pictures  of  the  great  distress 
and  acute  suffering  of  the  people  are  exaggerat- 
ed. AU  classes  of  our  people  are  supplied  with 
food — ^not,  as  in  many  parts  of  Europe,  of  a 
single  kind,  and  of  insufficient  quantity,  but  in 
great  variety,  and  in  vast  abundance ;  they 
have  convenient  dwellings,  sufficient  fuel,  and 
warm  and  comfortable  clothing,  and  these 
blessings  are  possessed  to  an  extent  which 
leaves  no  room  for  complaint  in  any  part  of 
the  country.  We  possess,  too,  the  means  of 
educating  our  children ;  colleges  have  advanced 
with  a  rapidity  heretofore  unexampled,  and 
common  schools  are  daily  springing  up  even  in 
the  wilderness ;  a  religion,  pure  and  undefiled, 
sheds  its  blessings  on  onr  heads,  and,  to  crown 
the  whole,  the  spirit  of  liberty  walks  abroad 
in  our  land,  crushing  the  oppressor,  inculcating 
the  lessons  of  wisdom  and  of  virtue,  giving 
protection  to  the  weak,  and  security  to  alL 
Now,  if  any  monarch  in  Europe  could,  by  pur- 
suing a  wise  and  liberal  policy,  bring  the  mass 
of  his  subjects  into  this  condition,  he  would 
be  followed  by  the  blessings  of  his  people,  and 
would  command  the  admiration  of  the  world. 

When  I  admit,  therefore,  that  the  country  is 
in  a  state  of  depression,  I  must  not  be  under- 
stood as  conceding  that  there  is  any  want  of 
•the  necessaries  or  conveniences  of  life.  H"o, 
sir,  that  depression  consists  entirely  in  dimin- 
ished prices  for  the  produce  of  our  labor,  and 
is  not  confined,  as  gentlemen  have  supposed, 
to  certain  places,  or  to  particular  employments, 
but  embraces  the  whole  country,  and  is  almost 
equally  felt  by  all  classes  in  society.  It  is  also 
lamentably  true,  that  men  in  the  middle  and 
higher  ranks  of  life,  are  considerably  involved 
in  debt,  and  I  will  certainly  not  attempt  to 
deny  that  these  are  evils  of  great  magnitude,  or 
that  they  have  produced,  and  must  continue  to 
produce,  serious  embarrassments.  Now,  in 
searching  for  the  causes  of  this  state  of  things, 
it  is  not  a  little  astonishing  that  gentlemen 
should  pass  over  the  great  political  events 
which  have  obviously  placed  the  United  States 
in  a  new  position  in  relation  to  the  rest  of  the 
world,  and  should  look  entirely  to  temporary 
circumstances  and  transient  causes;  such,  for 
instance,  as  the  "balance  of  trade,"  and  the 
"  drain  of  specie." 


The  fact,  that,  from  the  commencement  of 
the  French  revolution  to  the  fall  of  Napoleon, 
the  United  States  occupied  a  neutral  position, 
and  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  monopolizing  the 
carrying  trade,  and  commanding  for  her  bread- 
stuflFs  the  markets  of  the  worlds  would  suf- 
ficiently account,  not  only  for  the  rapid  growth 
and  extraordinary  prosperity  of  our  country, 
but  also  for  the  temporary  depression  which 
must  result  from  the  loss  of  these  advantages. 
Our  fields  have  almost  literally  been  fertilized 
by  the  blood  of  Europe ;  we  have  fattened  on 
the  crimes  of  her  tyrants,  and  the  sufferings  of 
her  people.  -This  has  resulted  entirely  from 
our  peculiar  and  felicitous  situation ;  a  nation 
at  peace,  with  a  salubrious  climate,  a  rich  and 
varied  soil,  and  a  rapidly  increasing  population, 
protected  and  fostered  by  a  free  Government, 
and  liberal  institutions ;  whilst  all  the  rest  of 
the  world  was  involved  in  the  horrors  of  war. 
That  an  increase  in  wealth  beyond  all  former 
example,  and  in  general  prosperity  without  a 
parallel,  should  have  sprung  out  of  such  a  state 
of  things,  was  natural,  and,  indeed,  inevitable. 
The  consequence,  however,  of  this  forced  pros- 
perity, was  that  the  wages  of  labor  and  the 
interest  of  money  became  extravagantly  high, 
foreign  capital  and  sMU  were  attracted  to  our 
shores,  and  a  premature  impulse  being  given  to 
industry,  results  were  produced  so  surprising,  as 
to  border  upon  fable.  American  enterprise, 
like  the  lamp  of  the  magician,  converted  every 
thing  it  touched  into  gold ;  the  growth  of  cen- 
turies was  attained  in  a  few  years,  and  from 
youth,  the  nation  sprang  up  at  once,  and  at- 
tained not  only  the  vigor  and  strength  of  man- 
hood, but  a  giant's  stature.  It  was  the  neces- 
sary consequence  of  the  state  of  prosperity 
which  I  have  described,  that  habits  of  expense 
should  he  formed  which  nothing  but  extraordi- 
nary profits  could  support.  Every  thing  was 
conducted  on  a  liberal  scale,  and  the  original 
curse,  "that  man  should  eat  his  bread  by  the 
sweat  of  his  brow,"  was  unfelt  and  forgotten. 
At  the  very  moment  that  we  were  indulging 
in  golden  dreams  of  endless  prosperity — the 
restoration  of  tranquUlity  to  Europe,  and  the 
return  of  all  nations  to  the  arts  of  peace, 
brought  her  subjects  at  once  into  competition 
with  our  merchants  and  farmers,  in  all  those 
pursuits  from  which  they  had  reaped  such  rich 
rewards.  The  loss,  in  a  great  degree,  of  the 
foreign  market  for  our  grain,  and  of  the  carry- 
ing trade ;  the  loss,  in  one  word,  of  our  neutral 
position,  produced  a  change  in  the  condition  of 
the  people,  which  could  not  fail  to  be  severely 
felt.  This  change,  which  would,  under  any 
circumstances,  have  been  painftd,  has  unfor- 
tunately been  rendered  peculiarly  oppressive  in 
some  parts  of  the  country,  by  the  unsettled 
state  of  the  currency — ^the  multiplication  of 
banks — ^the  extensive  issue  of  the  paper  money, 
and  the  unjust  interference  of  the  Legislatures 
of  some  of  the  States,  to  prevent  the  enforce- 
ment of  debts.  In  some  of  the  Western  States, 
for  example,  paper  banks  were  established,  and 
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money  issued  to  an  extent  almost  Incredible. 
In  one  of  those  States,  forty  banks  were  incor- 
porated by  a  single  act  of  the  Legislature ;  they 
were  located  in  diflferent  parts  of  the  country — 
an  immense  amount  of  paper  was  issued  and 
circulated — the  farmers  were  tempted  to  borrow 
and  indulge  themselves  in  the  most  extravagant 
expenditures,  and  when  this  evil  had  reached 
its  height — their  local  banks  (having,  by  their 
worthless  paper,  driven  all  the  specie  out  of 
the  country)  stopped  business,  and  left  the  peo- 
ple to  pay  their  debts  how  they  could. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Kelly's  motion  was  then 
put,  and  decided  in  the  afiBrmative — yeas  28.  So 
the  highest  rate  of  duty  proposed  on  cotton 
bagging  was  stricken  out. 


TtTESDAT,  May  4. 
27ie  Tariff. 
The  bill  from  the  House  of  Eepresentatives, 
"to  amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties 
on  imports,"  was  again  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion, in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Cotton  Minimums. 

The  question  was  upon  the  motion  submitted 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Elliott,  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  out  the  proviso,  which  establishes  the 
minimum  upon  which  the  duties  on  cotton 
cloths  and  cotton  twist,  yarn,  or  thread,  are  to 
be  calculated. 

Mr.  Tatloe,  of  Virginia,  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  President :  The  honorable  Senator  who 
has  just  sat  down  (Mr.  Euqgles)  has  selected 
the  cotton  manufacture,  as  indicating,  by  its 
success,  both  the  course  we  ought  to  pursue 
as  to  the  woollen,  and  even  as  to  the  en- 
tire system,  without  discriminating  between 
the  facilities  attached  to  cotton,  and  with- 
out taking  any  general  view  of  the  conse- 
quences to  be  expected  from  the  entire  bill. 
Each  of  its  items  is  said  to  be  a  national  object, 
and  each  of  its  speculations,  however  local  or 
selfish,  conceals  its  true  character,  by  assuming 
an  epithet  used  by  avarice  to  deceive  ignorance. 
There  is  no  better  mode  of  detecting  the  artifice, 
and  anticipating  its  designs,  than  that  of  review- 
ing the  projects  which  have  heretofore  promised 
national  blessings,  and  inflicted  national  calami- 
ties. Of  these  I  have  seen  a  succession,  calcu- 
lated to  raise  up  a  pecuniary  aristocracy,  at  the 
expense  of  labor  and  industry ;  while  each  pro- 
ject as  loudly  protested  that  it  only  contemplated 
the  good  of  the  nation,  as  is  done  by  the  several 
items  of  this  bill. 

The  first  of  these  projects  occurred  on  the  es- 
tablishment of  this  Government.  The  Revolu- 
tionary war  had  thrown  into  circulation  a  paper 
currency,  State  and  Federal,  of  various  denomi- 
nations, such  as  paper  money,  certificates,  and 
final  settlements.  Everybody  had  obtained 
some  of  these  currencies,  and  all  had  greatly 
depreciated.  Under  the  pretext  of  establishing 
national  credit  a  combination  of  men  was  form- 


descriptions  of  these  currencies,  and  effected  a 
conversion  of  them,  both  principal  and  interest, 
into  specie;  leaving  the  great  bulk  of  papei 
currencies,  founded  upon  assurances  equally 
solemn,  and  circulated  by  the  same  necessity,  to 
perish  without  redemption.  This  mass  being 
diffused  among  the  people,  the  purpose  of  the 
proposed  national  project  would  not  have  been 
effected,  had  the  same  degree  of  justice  been 
rendered  to  all.  Next  followed,  for  the  na- 
tional good,  also,  the  assumption  of  the  State 
debts ;  but  it  resulted  in  giving  a  specie  value 
to  such  portions  of  State  currencies  as  had  been 
monopolized,  and  leaving  the  rest  to  perish. 
Banking  was  the  next  project  brought  forward, 
also  for  the  national  good ;  and  how  far  it  has 
fulfilled  this  profession,  or  whether  it  has  only 
effected  its  real  design  of  transferring  wealth 
from  industry  to  fraud,  the  Senate  knows.  A 
tariff,  to  introduce  and  nourish  manufactures, 
was  the  next  national  project.  It  professed  a 
detestation  of  every  mercenary  view;  and 
patriots — disinterested  patriots — were  even  dug 
out  of  the  earth  in  geological  masses.  The 
pension  law  was  the  last  project  which  I  shall 
recur  to,  in  order,  to  illustrate  the  pretext  of 
national  good,  always  used  and  seldom  fnlfilled. 

In  order,  sir,  to  display  the  effects  of  this  suc- 
cession of  national  projects,  I  have  prepared  an 
account,  every  item  of  which  is  extracted  from, 
or  sustained  by,  documents  from  the  several  de- 
partments, but  chiefly  from  the  returns  of  the 
Senate's  resolution  on  the  first  day  of  Marfeh, 
1823,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  propose,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  facts  to  be  used  upon  this 
subject,  expected  to  occur  at  the  present  session. 

But,  before  I  adduce  the  account  extracted 
from  tiiese  returns,  I  must  premise  that  the  con- 
trast thereby  exhibited  between  nine  and  seven- 
teen States  is  by  no  means  intended  as  a  com- 
plaint against  the  former,  as  States,  on  account 
of  the  great  pecuniary  advantages  they  already 
enjoy.  These,  so  far  as  they  are  derived  from 
the  legitimate  sources  of  superior  sldll  and  in- 
dustry, do  not  excite  any  envy  in  the  Southern! 
States.  Ear  from  grudging  them  their  just 
acquisitions  of  wealth,  we  participate  in  these 
genuine  exhibitions  of  prosperity,  and  rejoice  in 
the  success  of  their  honest  industry.  We  com- 
plain only  of  legislative  frauds,  by  which  our 
property  to  a  great  extent,  and  theirs  to  some 
amount,  is  transferred  from  poverty  to  affluence 
— ^from  labor  to  ease — and  from  industry  to 
idleness.  We  complain,  independently  of  the 
gross  oppression  thus  inflicted  upon  individuals, 
that  this  policy  is  merely  a  copy  of  the  English 
combination  between  the  Government  and 
capitalists,  and  only  tends  towards  the  establish- 
ment of  a  pecuniary  aristocracy,  such  as  thai 
produced  in  England  by  the  same  process.  W« 
complain  that  this  policy,  so  oppressive  to  a  ma- 
jority, and  so  adverse  to  the  principles  by  whicl 
alone  a  just  and  free  government  can  be  pre 
served,  has  already  proceeded  here  with  such  vas: 
strides  as  that  this  leerislative  srant  has  hecomf 
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tnre,  ship-building,  and  commerce,  united.  We 
believe  that  thla  ainstocratical  pecuniary  com- 
bination will  constitute  a  more  oppressive  gov- 
ernment here  than  in  England,  because  there  it 
can  only  intrigue  with  a  very  few  interests ; 
whereas  here  it  can  enlist  geographical  and 
local  interests,  as  instruments  to  work  on  its  side 
and  provide  for  its.  avarice.  In  England,  the 
agricultural  interest  is  very  different  from  ours 
— ^it  is  that  of  landlords,  united  by  one  impulse, 
too  powerful  to  be  coerced,  and  requiring  equiva- 
lencies. Here  the  agricultural  interest  is  divid- 
ed by  climates  and  dissimilar  products.  The 
legislative  pecuniaiy  aristocracy  here  may 
therefore  enlist  auxiliaries  by  local  partialities, 
which  it  cannot  do  in  England.  It  may  get 
votes  by  indulgences  to  wool-growers  and 
hemp-growers,  and  draw  recruits  from  agricul- 
ture itself,  to  fight  in  its  mercenary  ranks.  This 
fact  forcibly  illustrates  the  intention  of  the  con- 
stitution in  giving  to  Congress  a  power  "  to  reg- 
ulate commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and 
among  the  several  States,  and  with  the  Indian 
tribes ;  "  to  use  the  word  commerce  in  accord- 
ance with  the  principles  of  the  Union  and  the 
local  independence  of  the  States ;  to  use  it  in 
the  same  sense  obviously  annexed  to  it  in  the 
cases  of  foreign  nations  and  Indian  tribes.  As 
a  pecuniary  aristocracy  could  not  convert  these 
nations  and  tribes  into  victims  for  feeding  its 
avarice,  in  virtue  of  the  word  commerce,  so 
that  word  was  never  intended  to  invest  it  with 
a  power  of  rioting  upon  the  entrails  of  devoted 
States.  The  uniformity  required  in  the  impo- 
sition of  imposts  and  other  taxes,  corresponds 
with  a  construction  of  this  word  which  leaves 
unimpaired  the  local  justice  and  security  in- 
tended to  be  established  by  this  uniformity,  and 
visibly  interdicts  the  destruction  of  one  of  the 
plainest  principles  of  our  Federal  Union,  by 
giving  to  a  single  word,  used  in  a  particular 
casOj  and  limited  to  a  special  application,  a 
meaning  which  would  obliterate  substantially 
the  uniformity  required,  and  expose  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Union  to  the  frauds  and  oppressions 
which  this  rule  was  intended  to  prevent. 

I  return  to  the  account  presently  to  be  ex- 
hibited to  the  Senate.  It  consists  of  a  retro- 
spective view  of  the  projects  called  national,  by 
which  the  nation  has  been  deluded  to  submit  to 
an  unconstitutional  tribute,  both  fraudulent  and 
oppressive.  Sir,  it  is  right  to  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  one  of  the  freest  nations  commemo- 
rated by  history,  in  calling  a  spade  a  spade. 
The  capitalists,  however,  whose  welfare  is  not 
recited  as  an  object  of  taxation  by  the  constitu- 
tion, have,  with  wonderful  ingenuity,  persuaded 
US  that  a  spade  is  a  punch-ladle ;  and  whilst 
they  are  loading  us  with  tools  to  be  laboriously 
used  for  their  benefit,  contend  that  spades, 
ploughs,  and  pitchforks,  are  instruments  of  lux- 
ury, filled  with  excellent  viands,  for  the  gratifi- 
cation of  agriculturists.  This  exceeds  the  in- 
genuity of  Lord  Peter,  in  Swift's  Tale  of  a 
Tub,  who  contended  that  a  crust  of  bread  was 
a  leg  of  mutton — both  of  these  might  be  eaten. 
Vol.  VIL— 37 


The  whole  amount  annually  drawn  by  the 
nine  from  the  seventeen  States  is  $28,456,585 
according  to  this  statement.  Of  this  sum,  $12,- 
628,014  is  imposed  by  legal  contrivances,  and 
$15,828,572  gained  by  tonnage  and  importa- 
tions. Is  a  policy  beneficial  to  the  people  of 
the  nine  States,  by  which  they  are  exposed  to 
a  risk  of  losing  the  income  they  derive  from 
tonnage  and  importations,  for  the  sake  of  ex- 
torting a  tribute  from  industry,  amounting  to 
$7,365,650,  of  which  they  must  pay  a  portion, 
to  be  bestowed  upon  a%apitalist  interest? 

The  Senate  will  observe  that  the  results  of  the 
computation  are  probably  too  low  to  a  con- 
siderable extent.  No  profit  is  charged  on  the 
advance  of  duties  by  the  nine  States,  though, 
as  these  are  added  to  the  cost  of  the  goods,  and 
long  credits  given  for  them,  they  must  produce 
a  large  profit.  No  coasting  tonnage  profit  is 
charged,  though  that  also  must  be  great.  The 
bounties  to  the  fisheries  are  noticed.  One-half 
of  the  manufacturing  capital  is  deducted,  and 
the  profit  only  computed  upon  the  other  half. 
The  profit  made  by  the  nine  States  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  is  certainly  too  low. 
The  charge  of  one-seventh  of  tonnage  and  im- 
portations to  the  seventeen  States  exceeds  the 
reports.  And  the  gain  of  ten  per  centum  on 
the  commercial  business  done  by  the  nine  for 
the  seventeen  States  is  probably  too  low,  as  it 
includes  both  the  profit  made  on  goods  sold,  and 
on  products  purchased.  It  will  also  be  dis- 
covered, by  gentlemen  better  acquainted  with 
the  subject  than  I  am,  that  sundry  items  which  ' 
would  have  increased  the  inequality,  are  omit- 
ted in  the  account. 

Sir,  the  deficiency  of  tonnage  and  importa- 
tions in  the  seventeen  States  must  arisq  from 
some  cause.  They  have  water,  wood,  and 
iron,  and  yet  are  almost  without  ships  or 
commerce,  except  at  the  three  points  of  Balti- 
more, Charleston,  and  New  Orleans.  What 
can  this  cause  be  but  the  annual  drafts  from 
their  capital  ?  Before  these  drafts  were  car- 
ried to  their  present  enormity,  the  Southern 
States  imported  chiefly  for  themselves,  and  had 
begun  to  buUd  vessels.  Why  is  it  that  the 
enumerated  points  suflfer  less  by  this  defraud- 
ing policy  than  the  other  parts  of  the  seventeen 
States?  Because  Baltimore  and  Charleston  re- 
ceive a  considerable  share  of  the  tribute  it  im- 
poses, and  New  Orleans  is  too  far  from  the 
nine  States  to  have  its  commerce  intercepted. 
But  even  these  points  suffer  considerably  by 
the  di-afts  coerced  from  the  people,  upon  whose 
prosperity  theirs  depends,  for  patronizing  a  pe- 
cuniary aristocracy  by  fraudulent  laws. 

Sir,  it  has  been  said,  that,  if  the  seventeen 
States  did  not  employ  Northern  importers 
and  tonnage,  they  must  employ  British.  But 
this  would  not  foUow,  unless  Britain  could  pre- 
vent them  from  importing,  or  building  ships,  by 
legislating  away  their  capital,  as  she  did  before- 
the  Kevolntion.  Factories  cannot  be  built,  nor 
manufactures  carried  on,  it  is  said,  without  capi- 
tal.   How,  then,  can  ships  be  built,  or  the  im- 
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porting  business  be  carried  on,  by  the  seventeen 
States,  whilst  exposed  to  an  enormous  annual 
draft  from  their  capital?  Protection  means 
only  capital  or  monopoly.  Do  not  commerce 
and  ship-building  languish  in  the  seventeen 
States  ?  Why,  than,  take  away  protection  from 
them,  if  capital  must  be  called  by  that  treacher- 
ous name? 

It  is  also  said  that  the  balance  of  trade  with 
foreign  nations  is  against  us ;  and  this  being  as- 
sumed as  a  fact,  it  is  repeatedly  urged  as  a  con- 
clusive argument  in  favor  of  the  tariff.  The 
argument  is,  however,  generally  admitted  to  be 
delusive.  A  commercial  balance  of  trade  can- 
not be  measured  by  money  nor  by  custom- 
houses with  accuracy.  The  prices  at  which  the 
exchanged  commodities  sell,  and  the  difference 
of  labor  employed  in  their  production,  owing 
to  different  climates  and  soUs,  go  deeply  into 
the  sulgect.  As  it  is  impossible  to  discover 
these,  and  maiiy  other  facts,  necessary  to  be- 
stow certainty  upon  the  estimate,  the  conclu- 
sion assumed  is  obviously  a  deception.  But, 
admitting  it  to  be  true,  how  stands  the  balance 
of  trade  between  the  nine  and  the  seventeen 
States  ?  If  a  balance  of  trade  between  nations 
and  the  United  States  is  ruinous  to  the  latter, 
wUl  a  balance  of  trade  against  the  seventeen 
States,  and  in  favor  of  the  nine,  enrich  the 
former?  There  is,  however,  an  obvious  dis- 
tinction between  a  supposed  pecuniary  bal- 
ance arising  from  commerce,  and  a  pecuniary 
balance  arising  from  a  tribute.  Although  the 
former  cannot  be  correctly  measured  by  money, 
the  latter  may.  Thus  it  may  happen  that  the 
apparent  balance  in  favor  of  the  nine  States 
may  be  somewhat  diminished  by  the  inexplica- 
ble operations  of  commerce,  whilst  the  tribute 
paid  by  one  country  to  another,  by  a  nation  to 
a  despot,  or  by  the  seventeen  States  to  a  pecu- 
niary aristocracy,  admits  of  little  or  no  compen- 
sation. The  latter  constitutes  a  balance,  not  of 
a  commercial  character,  but  between  industry 
and  oppression,  paid  by  one,  and  received  by  the 
other.  It  is  true  that  both  banking  and  the 
tariff,  which  operate  in  the  same  way  upon 
these  objects,  promise  a  compensation  to  indus- 
try, as  an  indemnity  for  then-  spoliations,  and 
we  have  now  been  in  search  of  this  indemnity 
for  above  twenty  years.  Have  we  found  it  ? 
Industry  relies  upon  faith  alone  for  salvation, 
like  an  ultra  Christian,  and  rejects  visible  works 
as  whoUy  ineffectual.  The  Deity  may  reward 
ns  for  our  faith ;  but  what  proof  did  a  pecu- 
niary project  or  an  aristocracy  ever  give  of  a 
title  to  this  divine  attribute  ?  Alas !  poor  human 
nature.  Where  is  its  boasted  intellect  or  dig- 
nity ?  It  wants  clothes,  and  strips  itself  to 
adorn  an  aristocracy.  It  wants  food,  and  starves 
itself  to  feed  an  aristocracy.  It  wants  drink, 
and  thirsts  to  drench  an  aristocracy.  It  wants 
a  circulating  currency,  and  to  obtain  it,  pays  to 
an  aristocracy  annual  millions  for  a  fraudulent 
one.  Could  it  deprive  itself  of  air  and  water 
for  the  same  reasons,  it  would  pi-obably  give 


manufactory  of  privations  for  itself  complete. 
And  it  is  induced  to  suffer  all  these  privations 
by  the  delusion  of  an  imaginary  balance  of  trade 
with  foreign  nations. 

History  offers  us  many  proofs  that  this  bal- 
ance is  imaginary.  I  shall  cite  but  two.  Russia 
was  raised  from  barbarism  and  poverty  to  civil- 
ization and  wealth,  by  exchanging  her  agricul- 
tural products  for  European  manufactures  dur- 
ing several  centuries.  The  same  commerce, 
previously  to  their  revolution,  enabled  the  prov- 
inces to  subdue  a  wilderness,  and  to  obtain 
unexampled  prosperity  and  happiness.  This 
arose  from  an  exchange  of  agricultural  for 
manufactured  products,  by  which  exchange 
mutual  demands  were  created,  and  mutual 
wealth  and  happiness  diffused.  It  might  be 
difficult  to  ascertain  whether  Britain  or  the 
provinces  flourished  most  during  the  period 
that  this  commerce  was  suffered  to  regulate  it- 
self. Then  there  were  no  banks  nor  tariffi  to 
rob  agriculture  of  its  income,  and  enrich  an 
aristocratical  order  of  men;  and  exchanges, 
although  confined  to  Britain,  embraced  such  a 
multitude  of  individuals,  as  to  endow  the  prov- 
inces with  happiness  and  an  ever-growing  pros- 
perity. At  length,  Britain,  discerning  the 
rapid  acquisitions  of  the  provinces  arising  from 
these  commercial  exchanges,  became  envious 
of  their  wealth,  and  resolved  to  fleece  them  of 
it  by  taxing  them  to  enrich  herself.  She  re- 
solved to  constitute  herself  by  laws  into  a  pecu- 
niary aristocracy,  and  supplant  the  effects  of 
commercial  exchanges,  by  creating  the  oppres- 
sive balance  measured  by  money.  Such  a 
tribute  would  have  been  precisely  similar  to  the 
tribute  imposed  by  banks  and  protecting  tariffi, 
to  bestow  money  on  an  internal  aristocracy. 
But  our  gallant  and  wise  ancestors,  discerning 
the  difference  between  a  tribute  to  an  aristoc- 
racy and  commerical  exchanges,  took  up  arms 
to  repel  the  former  project  in  its  infancy,  and 
free  themselves  from  the  meditated  oppression. 
Can  we,  their  sons,  discern  no  difference  be- 
tween paying  taxes  to  enrich  domestic  pecuni- 
ary combinations,  or  to  obtain  the  blessings  of 
a  just  andfree  Government?  Will  taxation,  for 
the  coffers  of  wealth,  pay  the  national  debt,  or 
transmit  the  same  degree  of  liberty  to  our  de- 
scendants, which  we  received  from  ouj  fore- 
fathers? Have  we  so  degenerated,  as  to  be 
blind  to  that  futurity  to  which  theii:  foresight 
extended? 

A  curious  pair  of  reasons  is  urged  in  de- 
fence of  the  protecting  tariff  project.  It  is  often 
said  that  competition  wUl  destroy  prosperity, 
and  also  that  it  will  produce  it.  In  support  of 
the  first  assertion,  tlie  manufacturing  factories 
loudly  urge  the  prosperity  they  enjoyed  in  pe- 
riods of  war  and  embargo.  In  support  of  the 
second,  they  insist,  that  competition  among 
themselves  will  in  time  produce  national  pros- 
perity, by  recreating  the  violated  justice -of  a 
fair  principle.  But  why  is  this  hostage  for  pro 
tectina  Dronertv.  bv  securing  it  against  the  as- 
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avaricious  capitalists,  to  be  suspended  in  order 
to  revive  it?  Why  should  it  be  killed  now,  from 
a  hope  of  a' joyful  resurrection? 

The  regret  for  the  loss  of  war  and  embargoes 
expressed  by  the  factory  capitalists,"  is  an  illus- 
tration of  the  prosperity  to  be  reaped  by  a 
pecuniary  aristocracy  from  the  destruction  of 
competition ;  and  the  joy  expressed  by  the  peo- 
ple on  the  restoration  of  their  prosperity  when 
these  calamities  ceased,  is  a  proof  of  the  general 
prosperity  produced  by  competition.  A  pro- 
tecting duty  tariff  is,  in  fact,  a  war  or  an  em- 
bargo in  disguise,  producing  partially  the  very 
same  evils  produced  by  similar  causes,  under 
different  names.  The  degrees  or  extent  of  these 
eyUs,  does  not  alter  their  nature,  however  they 
may  graduate  the  calamity ;  just  as  the  same 
cause  graduates  the  fluctuations  of  quicksilver 
in  a  thermometer,  partial  monopolies  produce 
mischiefs  comparative  only  in  relation  to  com- 
plete monopolies,  produced  by  wars  and  em- 
bargoes ;  but  they  are  founded  in  the  same 
principle,  and,  if  pushed  to  their  utmost  ex- 
tent, would  terminate  in  the  policy  of  a  perpet,- 
ual  war  or  embargo.  They  are  less  expensive 
to  the  people,  and  less  destructive  of  their 
wealth  and  happiness  than  complete  monopo- 
lies, but,  though  a  more  tolerable  oppression, 
they  are  still  oppressive. 

The  enormous  extent  of  this  oppression,  in 
reference  to  the  seventeen  States,  will  be  seen, 
by  recollecting  the  account  which  1  have  stated 
to  the  Senate.  By  that  it  appears  clearly,  I 
think,  that  the  capitalists  created  and  nurtured 
by  laws,  residing  in  the  nine  States,  are  now 
annually  receiving  above  twelve  millions  drawn 
from  the  seventeen.  This  considerably  exceeds 
the  taxes  paid  by  the  nine  States,  and  there- 
fore, if  States  were  only  to  he  considered,  in 
estimating  taxation  and  distributing  money  by 
laws,  it  is  apparent  that  the  nine  States  pay 
no  taxes  at  all,  and  are,  indeed,  receiving  a 
tribute  from  the  seventeen,  because  the  acquisi- 
tion of  the  pecuniary  aristocracy  residing  with- 
in the  nine  States,  exceeds  the  sum  paid  by  these 
States  in  taxes.  The  observation,  however,  does 
not  apply  to  the  people  of  those  nine  States, 
who  are  not  pecuniary  capitalists.  They  are 
defrauded  by  their  contributions  to  the  legal 
aristocracy,  but  not  to  the  same  extent  with 
the  "people  of  the  other  States. 

I  return,  sir,  to  the  doctrines  of  competition, 
contending  that  it  is  both  good  and  bad.  The 
capitalists,  whilst  courting  agriculture  for  the 
sake  of  her  fortune,  are  obliged  to  advance  con- 
tradictions, by  first  telling  her  that  protection 
against  competition  is  necessary  for  their  pros- 
perity; and  then,  that  a  destruction  of  this  pro- 
tection by  competition  is  necessary  for  the  pros- 
perity of  all  other  interests.  And  agriculture, 
as  if  blinded  by  love,  has  been  for  years  the 
dupe  of  this  kind  of  reasoning.  Admitting  that 
competition  between  nations  is  a  bad  thing,  and 
that  a  national  monopoly  is  a  good  one,  it  does 
not  follow  that  internal  monopolies,  by  which 
one  neighbor  robs  another,  are  also  good.    But, 


excluding  the  idea  of  monopolies  inflicted  by 
ourselves  upon  ourselves,  npon  the  whole  in- 
dustrious class  of  society,  to  enrich  a  very  few 
of  its  unproductive  members ;  let  us  admit  that 
it  is  wise  policy  in  one  nation  to  establish  a 
monopoly  which  shall  bring  into  its  coffers  the 
industry  of  another,  and  very  foolish  policy  in 
the  plundered  nation  to  submit,  like  ignorant 
savages,  to  the  operation.  Here  we  have 
twenty-six  nations  concerned  in  this  scramble 
for  money.  If  it  is  wise  for  nine  of  them  to  get 
it  from  seventeen,  b^  a  long  list  of  tariff  mo- 
nopolies, would  it  not  also  be  wise  for  the 
seventeen  to  keep  their  own  money,  if  they 
have  any  means  of  doing  so  ?  But  how  can 
they  do  it?  By  the  same  means  which  are 
used,  as  is  said,  to  prevent  a  British  nation 
bringing  their  manufactures  here  to  get  away 
the  money  of  an  American  nation.  A  Virgin- 
ian nation  may  use  these  means  to  prevent  its 
money  from  being  carried  off  by  a  Rhode  Island, 
or  any  other  nation.  The  notion  that  the 
twenty-six  States  are  but  one  nation,  is  similar 
to  an  assertion  that  the  kingdoms  and  princi- 
palities of  Germany,  probably  as  numerous, 
constitute  but  one  nation,  and,  therefore,  that 
there  would  he  no  harm  if  some  of  them  could 
get  the  money  of  the  others  by  monopolies  or 
protecting  duties.  If  this  was  attempted,  would 
not  some  members  of  the  Germanic  Confeder- 
ation be  justifiable  in  using  the  means  to  keep 
their  money,  used  by  others  to  get  it? 

Tariffs,  operating  internally,  are  simply  ex- 
cises, with  only  one  difference ;  the  former  cut 
off  or  take  away  money  from  some  citizens  to 
give  it  to  others ;  the  latter  transfer  the  money 
to  a  Government.  I  remember,  however,  the 
case  of  an  excise  which  happened  whilst  I  was 
a  youth,  bearing  a  great  similitude  to  a  tariff. 
At  that  time,  in  the  country  where  I  lived, 
there  were  great  bodies  of  uncultivated  lands 
called  ranges,  very  convenient  for  raising  hogs. 
But  it  unfortunately  happened  that  a  race  of 
men  appeared  who  introduced  the  habit  of  ex- 
cising this  agricultural  product  most  severely. 
At  length  a  hog  raiser  agreed  to  give  the  hog 
exciserten  percent,  of  his  annual  crop  of  hogs, 
if  he  would  consent  to  his  keeping  the  rest  for 
his  own  use.  After  a  year  or  two,  the  hog  ex- 
ciseman told  the  hog  owner  that  he  could  not 
prosper  without  further  protection,  and  the 
hog  owner,  thinking  it  better  to  save  some  of 
his  hogs  than  none,  agreed  to  give  him  twenty 
per  cent,  of  his  hogs  if  he  would  let  him  keep 
the  rest.  But  the  hog  exciseman  was  rendered 
by  this  twenty  per  cent,  still  more  eager  for 
further  protection,  and  demanded  thirty,  which 
was  also  given  by  the  hog  raiser.  Even  this 
did  not  satisfy  this  tariff  or  exciseman,  and  his 
demands  became  so  extravagant  that  the  pa- 
tience of  the  hog  raiser  was  exhausted,  and  in 
great  anger  he  resolved  not  to  submit  any  longer 
to  the  imposition. 

Now,  what  is  to  prevent  the  States,  whose 
agricultural  profits  have  been  excised  and  ex- 
cised, time  after  time,  by  tariffs  upon  tariffs, 
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until  they  are  nearly  or  quite  cut  off,  from 
using  excises,  for  the  purpose  of  saving  these 
profits.  If  a  thief  is  in  the  habit  of  cutting 
away  the  purses  of  a  whole  community,  surely 
that  community  may  prevent  him  from  bring- 
ing his  knife  among  them.  By  the  constitution, 
the  States  may,  undoubtedly,  lay  excises  to 
prevent  the  tariff  knife  from  cutting  away  their 
purses.  They  may  extend  these  excises,  as  a 
tariff  is  extended, .  to  prohibitions.  If  it  was 
patriotic  and  magnanimous  in  Patrick  penry  to 
exclaim  "  we  must  fight"  rather  than  submit  to 
some  trifling  tariffs,  or  excises,  or  taxes,  impos- 
ed by  England  on  the  provinces,  will  it  be  also 
magnanimous  and  patriotic  in  States,  which  are 
not  provinces,  to  submit  to  the  perpetual  pay- 
ment of  an  imposition  a  thousand  fold  greater, 
to  obtain  the  tyranny  of  a  pecuniary  aristocracy  ? 
It  was  said,  that  as  God  made  iron  ore,  it  would 
be  impious  not  to  use  it,  and  that  the  tariff,  as 
to  iron,  is  necessary  to  avoid  the  crime  of  neg- 
lecting to  cultivate  the  design  of  Providence. 
God  also  made  the  sea.  Is  it  pious  to  intercept 
the  comforts  and  blessings  which  it  was  intend- 
ed to  distribute  throughout  the  world,  by  a 
tariff?  To  the  same  divine  creation  a  man  is 
indebted  for  two  hands.  Would  it  be  pious  to 
transfer  one  hand  from  some  men  to  othei's? 
A  tariff  to  enrich  a  capitalist  interest  does  this, 
since  there  is  no  difference  between  taking 
away  the  hand  itself,  or  what  it  produces. 

But  it  is  fortunate  that  the  States  need  not 
fight  to  prevent  the  hands  of  their  people  from 
being  amputated.  They  may  impose  prohib- 
itory excises,  upon  the  factory-knives  which  cut 
away  their  purses.  They  may  extend  such 
excises  to  the  four-footed  animals  coming  from 
those  States  which  have  fortuitously  concurred 
in  whetting  those  knives.  The  latter  is  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  save  the  remnant  of  a 
perishing  agriculture,  in  the  States  which  re- 
ceive little  or  no  share  of  the  factory  bounties. 
Although  they  cannot  raise  horses,  hogs,  and 
cattle,  and  the  tariff  principle,  which  dictates 
the  exclusion  of  foreign  competition  to  the  fac- 
tories for  the  enouragement  of  manufactures, 
dictates  to  the  suffering  States  the  exclusion  of 
agricultural  competition,  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  their  own  agriculture,  by  prohibiting 
the  introduction  of  all  animals  which  they  can 
raise  themselves. 

Sir,  the  trade  in  live  stock  has  been,  and 
might  continue  to  be,  a  highly  beneficial  one  to 
the  "Western  States,  and  yet  they  are  about  to 
destroy  it  by  impoverishing  their  customers  and 
compelling  them  to  raise  those  stocks  for  them- 
selves, under  the  notion  that  the  tariff  bill  will 
convert  the  "Western  people  into  manufacturers. 
Europe  was  led  into  a  competition  with  the 
Turks  for  the  Holy  Land,  by  a  monk,  who  is 
said,'  by  historians,  to  have  been  a  mighty 
orator,  and,  after  a  vast  expense  of  blood  and 
treasure,  the  competition  failed,  because,  on  the 
part  of  the  Europeans,  it  was  an  effort  to  break 
down  the  laws  of  nature.     So  wiU  terminate 


nature  will  inevitably  frustrate  their  fancifal 
competition  with  the  Eastern  States,  in  manufac- 
turing. They  are  remote  from  the  ocean.  In- 
dustry is  not  as  necessary  to  the  same  extent 
for  their  comfort,  as  to  the  Eastern  States. 
Centuries  wiU  elapse  before  their  population 
will  become  sufficiently  dense,  to  create  the 
stimulus  of  want.  And  long,  long  will  it  be, 
and  may  it  be,  before  a  high-minded  people 
shall  sacrifice  the  happiness  and  comfort  of 
possessing  the  rich  valleys  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  of  its  tributary  streams,  spacious  enough  to 
constitute  an  empire,  for  the  purpose  of  wait- 
ing upon  spindles,  plunging  into  a  hopeless 
competition,  and  placing  upon  a  throne  the  ty- 
rant called  a  pecuniary  aristocracy. 

Sir,  the  "Western  States  have  already  tried 
the  experiment,  and  are  writhing  under  its  lash. 
"What  has  the  existing  tariff  done  for  them  ?  It 
has  for  years,  with  inexorable  consistency,  taken 
away  the  money  annually  gained,  to  a  great 
amount,  by  their  live  stock  trade.  Had  the 
"Western  States,  during  this  period,  manufactur- 
ed for  themselves,  instead  of  pursuing  the  phan- 
tom of  manufacturing  for  others,  this  money 
would  have  accumulated,  and  their  distresses 
have  long  since  disappeared.  Instead  of  this, 
they  have  fostered  the  system  of  a  capitalist  or 
aristocratic  privileged  interest,  and  this  system 
has  swallowed  up  both  their  money  and  the 
money  of  the  Southern  States,  the  diminution, 
of  whose  prosperity  diminishes  theirs.  Severe- 
ly lashed  by  the  existing  tariff;  they  expect  a 
cure  for  their  wounds  from  repetitions  of  the 
same  afflicting  experiment.  They  have  engaged 
in  a  crusade  to  acquire  wealth  and  liberty  by 
endowing  a  pecuniary  aristocracy,  not  attended 
by  the  poor  equivalent  of  residing  among  them, 
with  above  twelve  millions,  annually,  already, 
and  now  they  propose  greatly  to  increase  the 
slavish  contribution.  They  will,  ere  long,  begin 
to  compute  and  compare  their  waste  money 
and  liberty  upon  this  project,  with  the  money 
and  liberty  they  will  gain  by  a  tax  upon  hemp 
and  cotton  bagging. 

For,  in  truth,  this  is  not  a  tariff  bill  to  en- 
courage manufactures.  It  is  a  biU  of  bargains, 
to  enrich  a  pecuniary  aristocracy.  This  aristoc- 
racy is  a  polygamist,  and  is,  by  this  bUl,  courting 
a  number  of  local  interests,  with  a  design  to 
marry  them  for  the  sake  of  their  fortunes; 
and,  as  Spindle  attempted  with  Lady  Trumau, 
it  proposes  to  bribe  them  with  small  portions 
of  their  own  estates,  to  get  the  rest  for  itself. 
Only  give  me,  says  the  generous  husband,  about 
sixteen  millions  per  annum  out  of  your  estates, 
and!  will  give  to  one  sweetheart,,  because  she 
is  a  sturdy  lass,  and  has  great  influence,  two 
taxes,  one  upon  hemp  and  another  upon  cotton 
bagging,  by  which  means  the  dear  girl  may  get 
pin-money,  and  even  depreciated  paper.  To 
another  gentle  shepherdess,  I  will  give  a  tax 
upon  wool.  To  a  virago,  a  tax  upon  iron; 
and  to  a  seafaring  nymph,  sundry  little  intricate 
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not  last  long,  and  that  the  avarice,  infidelity, 
and  insolence  of  the  hnshand,  will,  in  this  in- 
quiring country,  very  soon  hring  ahout  divorces. 
Indeed,  he  is  a  species  of  helpmate  who  is  al- 
ways ready  to  repudiate  a  wife,  if  he  can  thereby 
get  another  who  will  bring  him  more. 

I  do  not  think  that  this  is  a  question  having 
any  relation  to  political  economy,  or  that  the 
intricate  distinctions  upon  that  subject  apply  to 
it  at  all.  On  the  contrary,  it  seems  to  me  to 
be  one  proposing  only  two  very  plain  consider- 
ations for  public  attention.  Will  a  pecuniary 
aristocracy  preserve  a  free  form  of  government  ? 
Will  it  dispense  individual  justice?  Already, 
by  imposing  upon  ourselves  a  multitude  of  pri- 
vations, we  have  raised  this  species  of  aristoc- 
racy to  a  power  so  formidable,  that  our  news- 
papers have  almost  become  its  property;  our 
tables  groan  under  its  presumptuous  petitions; 
geographical  districts  are  swayed  by  its  patron- 
age ;  and  it  is  now  attempting  to  impose  an  op- 
pressive law  upon  all  other  interests,  for  the 
sake  of  extorting  from  them  an  enormous  ad- 
ditional tribute  for  itself.  If  this  new  power, 
created  by  our  laws,  should  already  prove  too 
hard,  either  by  cunning  or  corruption,  for  the 
other  interests  of  society,  the  question  whether 
it  ought  to  be  submitted  to  or  demolished,  will 
next  present  itself  to  the  people  of  every  State. 
Then  they  will  everywhere  consider  whether 
land  is  not  the  most  valuable  of  all  machines ; 
whether  it  is  not  the  basis  or  raw  material  for 
a  long  catalogue  of  the  most  valuable  manufac- 
tures; and  whether  protection  should  be  with- 
held from  it,  and  its  own  capital  transferred  to 
the  protection  of  other  less  important  interests ; 
especially  when  it  is  notorious  that  this  policy 
or  fraud  has  been  persisted  in,  until  the  profit 
of  agriculture  is  in  some  parts  of  the  country 
destroyed,  and  in  others  so  greatly  diminished, 
that  capital  everywhere  flees  from  land,  as  if  it 
was  a  grave  yawning  to  swallow  it  up. 

But  there  remains  a  more  weighty  objection 
to  the  system  for  nursing  a  pecuniary  aristocracy 
into  a  political  giant.  It  destroys  substantially 
the  essence  of  representation,  and  leaves  only 
its  fonn  remaining.  Wherever  the  aristocrati- 
cal  influence  begins,  there  representation  ceases. 
If  this  influence  can  sway  legislative  bodies, 
no  efiectnal  representation  exists.  AH  writers 
agree  that  the  despotism  of  one  country  or  dis- 
trict over  another,  or  a  geographical  tyranny, 
is  more  cruel  than  a  monarchical.  Rome  and 
Britain  are  witnesses  to  the  fact.  Our  consti- 
tution intended  to  abolish  both  geographical 
and  monarchical  tyranny.  The  uniformity  of 
taxation  was  its  precaution  against  the  former. 
But,  if  a  capitalist  interest  can  influence  repre- 
sentation, and  mould  the  laws  to  enrich  itself, 
representation  becomes  both  its  instrument,  and 
a  bandage  over  the  eyes  of  the  people.  There 
is  no  representation  unless  the  representative 
shall  participate  in  the  burdens  which  he  im- 
poses, and  is  prevented  from  creating  monopo- 
lies of  which  he  may  share.  Under  our  con- 
stitution neither  territories  nor  representation 


were  intended  to  be  consolidated ;  or  law,  geo- 
graphically partial,  to  be  enacted.  It  was  never 
intended  that  the  West  should  be  the  guardians 
of  the  East,  nor  the  North  of  the  South,  nor 
that  the  specious  but  false  idea  of  a  national 
representation  should  be  used  to  abolish  a  real 
representation,  upon  which  a  republican  gov- 
ernment must  be  founded,  or  finally  cease  to 
exist.  Will  it  be  said  that  a  capitalist  or  pecuni- 
ary aristocracy  have  obtained  a  tribute  of  twelve 
millions  annually  witlj^ut  a  revolutionizing  influ- 
ence over  representation,  and  that,  without 
such  an  influence,  it  may  now  add  four  or  flve 
millions  annually  to  this  tribute ;  or  will  it  be 
said  that  this  influence,  compounded  of  a  com- 
plication of  bargaining  between  avaricious  com- 
binations and  deluded  geographical  districts, 
between  wealth  and  want,  between  cunning 
and  ignorance,  between  fraud  and  delusion ;  in 
short,  between  the  destructive  meteor  called  a 
capitalist  aristocracy,  and  those  whom  it  bribes, 
that  it  may  plunder  about  an  eighth  part  of  the 
globe?  Will  it  be  said  that  this  influence  is 
that  kind  of  representation  which  wiU  preserve 
repubhcan  government,  and  relieve  the  universe 
from  tyranny  ? 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  in  sup- 
port of  the  amendment.  He  believed  there  had 
been,  at  no  time,  more  specie  in  the  country 
than  at  present.  He  spoke  of  the  low  rate  of 
interest  at  which  money  could  be  obtained.  He 
asserted  that,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  the 
cotton  manufactories  of  New  England  were 
generally  very  prosperous— and  spoke,  particu- 
larly, of  that  at  Waltham ;  with  the  history  of 
which  he  was  more  intimately  acquainted.  He 
related  the  manner  in  which  that  factory  was 
estabhshed ;  and  read  a  minute  of  the  dividends 
of  profits  that  had  been  made  by  the  establish- 
ment. Mr.  L.  stated  that  stock  in  that  factory 
had  recently  been  sold  at  sixty-five  per  cent, 
above  par ;  this  institution,  he  said,  had  been 
established  without  foreign  aid,  and  he  believed 
but  one  foreigner  had  been  employed  in  it. 

Mr.  D'WoLF  rose  to  speak  to  the  question, 
but  gave  way  to  a  motion  to  a^'ourn ;  and  the 
Senate  then  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  May  6. 
The  Tmiff. 
The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  in  the  chair,)  proceeded 
to  consider  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday, 
being  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Kepresenta- 
tives,  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing 
duties  on  imports." 

Cotton  Minimums. 
The  question  was  upon  the  amendment  moved 
by  Mr.  Elliott,  on  Monday  last,  to  strike  out 
that  part  of  the  bill  which  establishes  the  min- 
imum for  the  calculation  of  the  duties  on  cotton 
cloths  and  cotton  twist,  yarn,  or  thread ;  which 
proviso  is  as  follows : 
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"  Provided,  That  all  cotton  cloths  whatsoever,  or 
cloths  of  which  cotton  shall  be  a  component  material, 
excepting  nankeens  imported  directly  from  China,  the 
original  cost  of  which,  at  the  place  whence  imported, 
with  the  addition  of  twenty  per  centum,  if  imported 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  any  place  beyond  it ; 
and  of  ten  per  centum,  if  imported  from  any  other 
place,  shall  be  less  than  thirty  cents  per  square  yard, 
shall,  with  such  addition,  be  taken  and  deemed  to 
have  cost  thirty  cents  per  square  yard,  and  shall  be 
charged  with  duty  accordingly.  And  that  all  un- 
bleached and  nncolored  cotton  twist,  yam,  or  thread, 
the  original  cost  of  which  shall  be  less  than  sixty  cents 
per  pound,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  cost 
sixty  cents  per  pound,  and  shall  be  charged  with 
duty  accordingly.  And  all  bleached  or  colored  cot- 
ton yam,  twist,  or  thread,  the  original  cost  of  which 
shall  be  less  than  seventy-five  cents  per  pound,  shall 
be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  cost  seventy-five  cents 
per  pound,  and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  accord- 
ingly" 

Mr.  Benton  then  rose.  He  had  been  perfect- 
ly satisfied,  by  the  remarks  of  gentlemen  on 
this  subject,  that  the  cotton  manufacture  was 
profitable,  when  conducted  with  skill  and  capi- 
tal ;  and  he  rejoiced  that  it  was  so.  He  consid- 
ered this  article  a  fair  subject  of  revenue;  and 
that  the  duty  now  proposed  to  be  levied  would 
fall  upon  the  rich  and  luxurious.  He  contended 
that  the  shipping  interest  would  not  be  affected 
by  this  duty.  Mr.  B.  described  the  kind  of 
goods  the  tax  would  operate  upon — ^he  stated 
that  it  would  hardly  amount  to  more  than  a 
cent  or  two  a  yard,  and  that  upon  articles  of 
luxury.  He  spoke  of  the  operation  of  this  bill 
upon  the  revenue  of  the  country,  and  expected 
that  our  finances  would  be  benefited  by  it.  He 
reverted  to  the  operation  of  the  present  mini- 
mum of  twenty-five  cents  per  yard,  upon  the 
India  cottons,  as  highly  beneficial  to  the  coun- 
try, and  anticipated  as  happy  results  from  the 
minimum  now  under  discussion.  Mr.  B.  com- 
mented upon  the  course  England  had  taken,  in 
regard  to  our  articles  of  export.  He  contended 
that  she  could  not  jeopardize  her  manufacture 
of  cotton,  by  any  retaliatory  measures  upon  this 
country,  which  would  go  to  enhance  the  price 
of  the  raw  material.  He  believed  that  too  large 
a  proportion  of  our  population  were  employed 
in  agriculture ;  as  a  great  surplus  of  agricultural 
productions  were  on  hand  without  a  market. 
He  spoke  of  the  advantages  this  country  pos- 
sessed for  manufacturing;  and  those  circum- 
stances which  would  save  it  from  the  demoraliz- 
ing effects  that  attend  these  establishments  in 
other  countries. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Elliott's 
motion  to  strike  out  all  the  proviso  relative  to 
the  minimum  on  cotton  goods,  and  decided  in 
the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Missis- 
sippi, H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  J.  S.  Johnston  of 
Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New 
York,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd   of  Massachusetts. 
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Nays. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Chan- 
dler, D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman, 
Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Kuggles,  Seymour, 
Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and  Van  Bu- 
ren— 24. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  strike  out  the  mini- 
mum on  cotton  cloths,  and  cotton  twist,  yarn, 
or  thread. 
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Thuesday,  May  6. 
The  Tariff— Wool. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  "  to  amend 
the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imports," 
was  again  taken  np  for  consideration  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  in 
the  chair. 

The  question  was  upon  amending  the  bill,  in 
pursuance  of  the  motion  which  Mr.  Smith  sub- 
mitted  yesterday,  to  strike  out  the  clause  im- 
posing a  duty  on  unmanufactured  wool. 

Mr.  Smith  addressed  the  Senate  in  support  of 
the  amendment.  Messrs.  EuseLES,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Ohandlee,  Lloyd  of  Mary  land,  Talbot, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Beown,  D'Wolf,  and 
DiCKEESON,  severally  spoke  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment.  Messrs.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts, 
and  Mills,  also  opposed  the  motion  to  amend. 
They  were  against  the  imposition  of  the  duty 
proposed  by  the  bill  on  this  article,  but  thought, 
if  any  duty  was  to  be  imposed,  it  ought  to  be 
an  ad  valorem  duty;  as  the  great  difference  in 
the  price  and  quality  of  this  article  would  render 
a  specific  duty  very  unequal  in  its  operation. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  stated  that  he 
considered  the  reasoning  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Ohio  to  be  conclusive  against  a 
specific  duty,  which  would  impose  the  same  rate 
of  duty  on  wool  which  cost  ten  cents  a  pound 
with  that  which  would  cost  one  hundred.  He 
observed  that  the  legitimate  object  of  the  bill 
was  to  protect  the  manufactures  of  the  country, 
and  of  these  none  were  more  worthy  of  the  pat- 
ronage of  the  Government  than  the  manufacture 
of  wooUens,  none  incorporated  itself  more  inti- 
mately with  the  Northern  and  Western  agri- 
cultural interests  of  the  Union,  and  he  believed 
none  was  at  present  more  depressed.  One  prin- 
cipal object  of  the  bill  was  to  encourage  this 
manufacture,  to  enable  it  to  enter  into  competi- 
tion with  the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain; 
and  to  do  this,  we  were  imposing  a  heavy  duty 
on  the  raw  material  at  the  time  when  Great 
Britain  was  taking  it  off.  In  England,  the  man- 
ufacture of  wooUen  had  been  an  object  of  great 
national  attention ;  for  a  long  time  it  had  no 
duty,  or  only  one  of  about  three  farthings  a 
pound,  probably  to  ascertain  the  quantity  im- 
ported. This  was  the  case  nntil  1819,  when  the 
exports  of  woollen  had  amounted,  for  a  course 
of  years,  from  eight  to  ten  million  pounds  ster- 
ling a  year.  On  the  imposition  of  this  small 
duty  the  export  declined,  and  in  1823,  feU  to 
five  million  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  ster- 
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he  said,  was  the  secret  of  the  proposed  repeal 
of  the  duty  of  sixpence  in  England  when  we 
were  putting  it  on.  He  would,  therefore,  advo- 
cate, in  preference,  striking  out  the  duty, 
though  he  knew  the  agriculturists  might  he 
adverse  to  it ;  and,  if  this  were  the  case,  he 
should  reluct  at  it.  But  some  of  them  thought 
the  duty  would  be  injurious  to  the  wool-grower ; 
and  this  he  knew  from  a  letter  he  submitted  to 
the  Senate  from  a  very  respectable  and  expe- 
rienced gentleman,  at  present  a  farmer  in  Ver- 
mont, a  large  wool-grower,  and  owner  of  sheep, 
and  to  whom  the  United  States  were  principal- 
ly indebted  for  the  introduction  of  the  invalua- 
ble race  of  merino  sheep.  He  alluded  to  Wm. 
Jarvis,  Esq.,  late  United  States  Consul  at  Lisbon, 
and  who  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  duty 
on  imported  wool  would,  by  its  reaction,  prove 
its  discouragement  of  manufactures,  lessen  the 
demand  for  the  wool,  and,  consequently,  the 
price  in  the  market,  and  injure,  instead  of  bene- 
fiting, the  wool-grower. 

Mr.  Elliott  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  the  Chair  declared  the  question  to  be 
first  upon  striking  out  the  proposed  duty  on  un- 
manufactured wool. 

Mr.  Smith  then  withdrew  his  motion  to  insert 
a  specific  duty  of  eight  cents  per  pound,  and  the 
question  then  remained  upon  striking  out. 

Mr.  Mills  said  he  was  perfectly  willing  to 
vote  for  a  reasonable  duty  on  the  importation 
of  wool,  but  not  so  high  a  duty  as  the  highest 
progressive  duties  proposed  in  this  bill.  He 
therefore  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  so  much  as  proposes  the  prospective  increase 
of  the  duty  on  wool,  over  twenty-five  per 
centum  ad  valorem.  The  question  was  then 
put  upon  this  amendment,  and  decided  in  the 
negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows ; 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mis- 
sissippi, H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of 
Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  Massachu- 
setts, Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Van  Dyke,  Ware, 
and  WiUiams — 21. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown, 
Chandler,  D'WoIf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Find- 
lay,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman, 
Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Pal- 
mer, Ku^gles,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana, 
Taylor  oJ  Virginia,  Thomas,  and  Van  Buren — 26. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  adopt  the  amend- 
ment proposing  to  limit  tlie  duty  on  wool  to 
twenty-five  per  cent. 

Mr.  Elliott  then  withdrew  his  proposition  to 
divide  the  question,  which  proposition  would 
have  made  it  necessary  to  put  the  question  on 
striking  out  all  of  the  proposed  duty  on  wool. 

Mr.  Mills  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  so  much  as  proposes  the  prospective 
increase  of  the  duty  over  thirty  per  centum  ad 
valorem.  The  question  was  put  on  this  amend- 
ment, and  decided  in  the  aflSrmative,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Branch,  Clayton, 


Eaton,  EUiott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jackson,  H.  Johnson  of  Louis- 
iana, J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of 
Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lloyd  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Van  Dyke, 
Ware,  and  Williams — 25. 

/  Nays. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler, 
D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Eindlay,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lowrie, 
Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Buggies,  Seymour,  Talbot, 
Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Thomas,  and 
Van  Buren— 22. 

So  the  Senate  agreed  to  limit  the  duty  on  un- 
manufactured wool,  to  thirty  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem ;  and  the  clause  imposing  duties  on  that  ar- 
ticle, stands  thus,  as  amended : 

"  On  wool  unmanufactured,  a,  duty  of  twenty  per 
centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  1st  of  June,  1825 ; 
afterwards,  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  va- 
lorem, until  the  1st  day  of  June,  1826 ;  afterwards, 
a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem :  JProvided, 
That  all  wool,  the  actual  value  of  which,  at  the  place 
whence  imported,  shall  not  exceed  ten  cents  per  pound, 
shall  be  charged  with  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  centum  ad 
valorem,  and  no  more." 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  following  proviso : 

"  Provided,  That  all  wool,  the  actual  value  of 
which,  at  the  place  whence  imported,  shall  not  ex- 
ceed ten  cents  per  pound,  shall  be  charged  with  a 
duty  of  fifteen  per  centum  ad  valorem,  and  no  more." 

The  question  was  then  put  on  this  amend- 
ment, and  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Benton,  Branch,  Chandler,  Eaton, 
Findlay,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  J.  S.  John- 
ston of  Louisiana,  Knight,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Low- 
rie, Macon,  Parrott,  Buggies,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indi- 
ana, Taylor  of  Virginia,  and  Williams — 18. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  Brown, 
Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Gail- 
lard, Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi, 
H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama, 
King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts, 
McSvaine,  Mills,  Ifoble,  Pahner,  Seymour,  Smith, 
Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  and  Ware — 29. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  strike  out  the  pro- 
viso. 

Hast  India  Silk. 

Mr.  Smith  then  moved  to  amend  the  biU,  by 
inserting  the  following : 

"  On  all  articles  of  sUk,  or  of  which  silk  is  a  com- 
ponent part,  manufactured  in  India,  China,  or  any 
other  country  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  a 
duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem." 

This  amendment  gave  rise  to  a  short  discus- 
sion, in  which  Messrs.  Smith,  Llotd  of  Massa- 
chusetts, DioKBEsoN,  Talbot,  Loweib,  and  Ben- 
ton, engaged. 

Mr.  DioKBESoN  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  striking  out  "  twenty-five  per  centum," 
and  inserting  "thirty  per  centum."  This  was 
negatived. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Smith's 
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amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Branch,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne, 
Holmes  of  Miss..  H.  Jolinson  of  Louisiana,  J.  S.  John- 
ston of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  Lloyd  of 
Maryland,  Smith,  and  Williams — 12. 

Nays  — Messrs,  Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton, 
Brown,  Ch  andler,  Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton, 
Edwards,  Findlay,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Jackson,  John- 
son of  Kentucky,  King  of  New  York,  Knight.  Lan- 
man,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine, 
Macon,  Mills,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Ruggles,  Sey- 
mour, Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia, 
Thomas,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  and  Ware — 35. 

So  the  Senate  rejected  the  amendment  pro- 
posing a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  on  India 


Manufactures  of  Wool. 
Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  then  moved  that 
the  bill  be  amended,  by  striking  out  all  that 
part  which  provides  for  the  highest  progressive 
duty,  of  Z1\  per  centum  ad  valorem,  "  on  all 
manufactures  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool  shall 
be  a  component  part.''  This  motion  produced 
considerable  discussion,  in  which  the  mover, 
and  Messrs.  Hatnb,  Smith,  Diozerson,  Talbot, 
Mills,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Kuggles,  and 
Tatlok  of  Virginia,  engaged.  The  question  on 
this  amendment  was  then  pnt,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Branch,  Clay- 
ton, Eaton,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Miss., 
Jackson,  Henry  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Josiali  S. 
Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
of  New  York,  Knight,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of 
Massachusetts,  Macon,  MiUs,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor 
of  Virginia,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Wil- 
liams— 28. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler, 
D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Lanman,  McHvaine, 
Palmer,  Euggles,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana, 
and  Thomas — 18. 

So  the  Senate  agreed  to  strike  out  the  highest 
rate  of  duty  on  woollen  manufactured  goods ; 
this  vote  leaves,  these  articles  subject,  by  the 
provisions  of  the  bill,  to  a  duty  of  80  per  cent, 
ad  valorem,  until  the  30th  day  of  June,  1825 ; 
and,  after  that  time,  to  a  duty  of  33^  per  cent. 
ad  valorem. 

Mr.  Ohandlbe  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  excepting  Eussia,  Holland,  and  Raven's  duck, 
from  the  duty  of  25  per  centum  ad  valorem, 
imposed,  by  the  bill,  upon  all  manufactures  of 
cotton,  sOk,  flax,  or  hemp ;  and  to  subject  those 
articles  to  certain  specific  duties. 

Some  remarks  were  made,  upon  this  proposi- 
tion, by  the  mover ;  and  by  Messrs.  Talbot, 
Smith,  Mills,  and  Hayne. 

Mr.  Hayne  observed,  that  he  should  vote 
against  the  motion,  because  he  thought  there 
were  other  articles  of  equal  importance,  which 
ought  to  be  excepted,  and  which  were,  on  prin- 


peated,  that  he  would  give  his  support  to  a  pro 
position  to  strike  out  the  whole  section,  or  t( 
exempt  from  its  operation  all  articles  of  primi 
necessity  in  which  any  part  of  the  country  i 
deeply  interested.  But  surely  the  gentlemai 
from  Maine  could  not  expect  to  have  the  bit 
moulded  so  as  to  suit  his  own  views,  and  tht 
peculiar  interests  of  his  own  State,  while  he  re- 
fuses to  consult  the  interests  of  others. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  disagreed  to,  fifteen  members  voting 
in  the  affirmative,  and  thirty-one  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

Cotton  Bagging. 

Mr.  Maoon  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  out  the  following  clause :  "  On  cotton 
bagging,  four  and  a  half  cents  per  square  yard." 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  some  discussion;  in 
which  Messrs.  Macon,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Talbot,  Smith,  and  Benton, 
participated. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  decided  in 
the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows  : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  H.  Johnson 
of  Louisiana,  J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  Mary- 
land. Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Macon,  Mills,  Parrott, 
Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke, 
Ware,  and  Williams— 23. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown, 
Chandler,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Find- 
lay, Holmes  of  Maine,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Palmer, 
Euggles,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  and 
Thomas— 24. 

So  the  Senate  determined  not  to  strike  out 
the  proposed  duty  of  four  and  a  half  cents  per 
square  yard,  on  cotton  bagging ;  and  the  Senate 
adjom-ned. 


Feiday,  May  7. 
The  Tariff. 
The  bill  from  the  House  of  Eepresentatives 
"  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties 
on  imports,"  was  again  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

WoTsteA  Stuff  Goods. 
Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill,  in  the  following  clause :  "  On 
all  manufactures  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool 
shall  be  a  component  part,  a  duty  of  thirty 
per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  30th  day  of 
June,  1825 ;  and,  after  that  time,  a  duty  of 
thirty-three  and  one-third  per  centum,"  by  in- 
serting, after  the  word  "part,"  the  words 
"  except  worsted  stuff  goods,  which  shall,  pay 
t/menty-fioe  per  centum  ad  valorem."  This  pro- 
position gave  rise  to  some  debate,  in  which 
Messrs.  Loweib,  D'Wolf,  King  of  New  York, 
Mills,  Knight,  Edwaeds,  and  iW)lat,  en- 
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cided  in  tlie  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows  : 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Barbour,-  Benton,  Branch,  Clay- 
ton, Eaton,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jackson,  H.  Johnson 
of  Louisiana,  J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of 
Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Macon,  Mills, 
I'arrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Buren,  Van 
Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams — 27. 

Nays.— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler, 
D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Kndlay,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine, 
Noble,  Palmer,  Euggles,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor 
of  Indiana,  and  Thomas — 20. 

So  the  Senate  decided  that  "  worsted  stuff 
goods"  should  be  subjected  to  a  duty  of  twenty- 
five  per  cent.  only. 

Blankets. 
Mr.  Hatsk  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  including  "blankets,"  in  the  exception  which 
had  just  been  made  in  favor  of  worsted  stuff 
goods,  as  liable  only  to  a  duty  of  twenty-five 
per  centum  ad  valorem.  This  amendment  was 
supported  by  the  mover,  and  opposed  by  Mr. 
D'WoLF.  The  question  was  then  put  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Eaton, 
Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes 
of  Mississippi,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  J.  S.  John- 
ston of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
New  York,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachu- 
setts, Maoon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Vir- 
ginia, Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams — 24. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown, 
Chandler,  D'Wolf  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Findlay, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman, 
Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Euggles,  Sey- 
mour, Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  Van 
Buren— 23. 

So  the  Senate  determined  that  blankets 
should  only  be  subject  to  a  duty  of  tweuty- 
five  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Frying  Pans. 

Mr.  Beanoh  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
following  line  from  the  bill :  "  On  frying-pans, 
four  cents  per  pound."  This  amendment  was 
supported  by  the  mover  and  by  Mr.  Hayne.  It 
was  agreed  to  by  the  Senate,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows : 

Yea* — Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Branch,  Clay- 
ton, Eatoii,  Elliott,  GaiUard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jackson,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  J.  S.  Johnston 
of  Louisiana,  KeUy,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New 
York,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts, 
Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Ihdiana, 
Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Ware, 
and  Williams— 29. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler, 
D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Knight,  Lan- 
man, Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Euggles, 
Seymour,  Talbot,  and  Thomas — 18. 
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So  the  Senate  determined  that  frying-pans 
should  be  exempted  from  the  proposed  duty. 

Oocoa. 
Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  following 
line :  "  On  cocoa,  three  cents  per  pound." 
Some  remarks  were  made  on  this  subject  by 
the  mover,  and  by  Messrs.  D'Wole  and  Diok- 
EESON.  The  amendment  was  carried  without 
division ;  and  thus  the  proposed  duty  on  cocoa 
was  stricken  out.         ♦ 


Satuedat,  May  8. 

Parents  of  Lieutenant  Watson,  U.  8.  ITaxiy. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Josiah  Watson  and  Jane  Wat- 
son, praying  relief  from  the  Government,  in 
consequence  of  the  dependent  and  helpless 
situation  to  which  they  have  been  reduced,  by 
the  death  of  their  son,  while  in  the  service  of 
his  country,  submitted  a  report :  The  committee 
state,  that  the  petitioners  are  the  parents,  in 
vei-y  advanced  life,  of  the  late  William  Henry 
Watson,  an  officer  of  the  United  States  Navy, 
of  great  promise  ;  who,  after  having,  in  a  very 
gallant  manner,  inflicted  on  the  pirates  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  coasts  of  Cuba,  a 
merited  and  severe  punishment,  fell  a  victim, 
while  on  duty,  to  the  epidemic  prevailing  on 
board  the  ship  of  war  John  Adams,  at  Thomp- 
son's Island,  in  the  autumn  of  the  last  year ; 
that  the  petitioners  are  not  only  very  aged,  but 
are  in  narrow  circumstances;  and  were  de- 
pendent upon  their  deceased  and  lamented  son 
for  the  principal  part  of  their  support;  and 
that  their  case  presents  a  strong  claim  upon 
the  sympathy,  if  not  upon  the  justice,  of  the 
Government.  But  the  sense  of  Congress,  on 
the  inexpediency  of  extending  pension  allow- 
ances, or  pecuniary  gi'ants,  to  oases  of  this  de- 
scription, having  been  too  distinctly,  and  re- 
peatedly, expressed,  to  be  misunderstood,  the 
committee  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  subject ;  and  recom- 
mend that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  with- 
draw their  petition,  and  the  papers  accompany- 
ing the  same. 

The  report  was  read  and  concurred  in  by  the 
Senate. 


Thdesdat,  May  13. 
Indian  Fur  Trade. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Bbstton,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill 
to  enable  the  President  to  carry  into  effect  the 
treaty  made  at  Ghent,  the  24th  of  December, 
1814,  excluding  foreigners  from  trade  and  in- 
tercourse with  the  Indian  tribes  within  the 
United  States,  and  to  preserve  the  fur  trade 
within  the  limits  of  the  said  United  States  to 
American  citizens,  (Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  in 
the  chair.) 
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Mr.  Benton  moved  to  add  the  following  sec- 
tion, viz : 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  furfher  enacted,  That  the  sum 
of  thirteen  thousand  dollars  ho  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
to  enahle  the  President  to  send  a  military  expedition 
against  the  hostile  Indians  of  the  Upper  Missouri, 
and  to  preserve  peace  with  the  United  States. 

Ml-.  LowEiE  moved  to  amend  the  proposed 
amendment,  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word 
"President,"  and  inserting  "if  in  his  opinion  it 
should  be  deemed  necessary,  to  send  a  military 
force  to  sustain  and  protect  the  commissioners 
who  may  be  sent  to  hold  treaties  with  the  In- 
dian tribes  on  the  Upper  Missouri  River." 

The  question  was  taken  and  determined  in 
the  negative — ^yeas  20,  nays  23,  as  follows  : 

Yea  . — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Brown,  Eaton, 
Edwards,  Elliott,  Findlay,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mis- 
sissippi, Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Henry  John- 
son, Josiah  S.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama, 
Lowrie,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  and 
Thomas. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  Chandler,  Clayton, 
D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  King 
of  New  York,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Mc- 
Ilvaine,  Macon,  MiUs,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Eug- 
gles.  Smith,  Taylor  of  Vu'ginia,  Van  Buren,  Van 
Dyke,  and  Ware. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Loweie,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Tariff. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Eepresentatives 
"  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties 
on  imports,"  was  read  the  third  time,  as  amend- 
ed in  the  Senate.  The  question,  "Shall  this 
bill  pass  ?"  was  then  put. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
decided  in  the  alErmative  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows : 

Ykas. — Messrs.  Barton,  BeU,  Benton,  Brown, 
Chandler,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Find- 
lay,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mollvaine,  Nohle, 
Palmer,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  In- 
diana, Thomas,  and  Van  Buren — 25. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  H.  Johnson 
of  Louisiana,  J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of 
Massachusetts,  Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Tay- 
lor of  Virginia,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams 
-^21, 

So  the  bill  passed  as  amended,  and  vras  sent 
to  the  other  House  for  concurrence  in  the 
amendments. 


Monday,  May  17. 

Indian  Fur  Trade. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  Senate  then 

proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  "  to  enable  the 

•President  to  carry  into  effect  the  Treaty  made 


foreigners  from  trade  and  intercoui;se  with  thi 
Indian  tribes  v^ithin  the  United  States,  and  t( 
preserve  the  fur  trade,  within  the  limits  of  tlif 
said  United  States,  to  American  citizens."  The 
question  was,  upon  adopting  an  amendment, 
proposed  by  Mr.  Bbnton  as  a  new  section  to 
the  bill,  providing  an  appropriation  of  $13,000 
to  enable  the  President  to  send  a  military  ex- 
pedition among  the  hostile  Indians  on  the 
Upper  Missouri,  and  to  preserve  the  peace  in 
that  quarter.  Messrs.  Benton,  JonusoN  of 
Kentucky,  Holmes  of  Maine,  and  J.  S.  John- 
ston, of  Louisiana,  made  some  remarks  upon 
this  sub.iect. 

Ml-.  Noble  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  striking  out  all  but  the  enacting  clause,  and 
inserting  a  provision  appropriating  $10,000  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  the  President  to  send 
a  military  escort,  when  ho  shall  thini  proper, 
for  the  protection  of  commissioners  to  be  sent 
to  the  Upper  Missouri,  to  treat  with  the  Indians 
in  that  quarter. 

Mr.  Benton  accepted  this  amendment,  and 
agreed  to  withdraw  that  which  he  had  pro- 
posed. Messrs.  Mills,  and  Holkes  of  Maine, 
contended  that  the  President  had  already  the 
power  which  this  amendment  proposes  to  give 
him.  Messrs.  Brown,  Loweie,  Baebotje,  Ed- 
WAEDS,  KxNft  of  New  York,  H.  Johnson  of 
Louisiana,  and  Benton,  entered  into  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  merits  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ment. The  question  was  then  put  upon  the 
adoption  of  the  amendment,  and  carried  in  the 
affirmative.  The  bill,  as  amended,  was  then 
reported  to  the  Senate ;  the  amendments  made 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  were  agreed  to. 
The  biU  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time. 

American  Semp. 
The  following  resolution,  submitted  on  Satur- 
day last,  by  Mr.  Benton,  was  again  read  for 
consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  direct  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
lay  a  report  before  the  Senate,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  showing  the  reason, 
if  any,  why  canvas,  cordage,  and  cables,  made  of 
hemp,  the  growth  of  the  United  States,  may  not  be 
used  in  the  equipment  of  national  vessels. 

Mr.  Benton  said  his  object  in  presenting  the 
resolution  was,  to  find  out  the  reason  which 
excludes  American  hemp  from  American  ships. 
The  objection  being  known,  could  be  met  and 
conquered,  if  it  was  not  insuperable.  A  defect 
in  the  fibre  might  be  incurable ;  but,  if  the  ob- 
jection goes  only  to  the  preparation,  the  manu- 
facture, or  the  want  of  an  adequate  supply, 
there  is  nothing  invincible  in  it. 

Mr.  B.  wished  the  Navy  to  be  nationalfHOt 
only  m  the  hearts  which  fill  it,  but  in  the  mar 
terialof  which  it  is  built.  He  objected  to  the 
quantity  of  foreign  material  now  used ;    u-on 


,   ft.«„ 


•D....:_     ' 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


587 


Mat,  1824.] 


Missouri  Jiiver. 


[Senate. 


alone,  was  the  product  of  the  United  States. 
He  referred  to  an  oflScial  paper  to  show  the 
cost  of  these  materials  in  a  ship  of  the  line  : 
Iron  -  123,000— The  North  Carolina  74 

Hemp  $61.000— The  Columbus  Y4 

Copper         -  $57,000— The  Columbus  74 
Wood  -  $70,000— The  Columbus  74 

Lead  -    $2,500— The  North  Carolina  74 

He  pointed  out  the  enormous  disproportion 
of  cost  between  the  foreign  and  the  domestic 
material ;  and  calculated  the  loss  to  American 
citizens,  and  the  gain  to  the  serfs  and  boors  of 
Europe,  in  building  the  nine  ships  of  the  line 
and  the  twelve  frigates,  lately  authorized  by  an 
act  of  Congress  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the 
Navy.  But  the  loss,  great  as  it  is,  he  said,  did 
not  stop  here.  When  these  nine  seventy-fours 
and  twelve  frigates  are  finished,  another  set 
will  be  commenced,  and  the  work  wiU  go  on, 
untU  the  Republic,  like  the  Mother  Empire, 
shall  boast  her  "  thousand  ships  of  war." 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  did  not 
rise  to  oppose  the  resolution,  as  he  was  per- 
fectly willing  to  vote  for  any  information  on 
the  subject ;  but  he  wished  to  suggest  an  amend- 
ment. He  remarked  upon  the  national  char- 
acter which  the  Navy  already  possessed — ^he 
repelled  the  idea,  which  had  frequently  been 
expressed,  that  the  Navy  was  peculiarly  an 
Eastern  or  sectional  interest.  He  adverted  to 
an  act  which  had  been  recently  brought  for- 
ward, and  which  had  passed  the  Senate,  for  the 
building  an  additional  number  of  sloops  of  war ; 
a  class  of  vessels  which  was  not  absolutely  ne- 
cessary, in  the  deep  waters  of  the  North,  but 
which  was  peculiarly  adapted  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  mouth  of  the  great  rivers  of  the 
West,  and  the  products  of  the  Western  States, 
which  were  constantly  descending  those  rivers. 

Mr.  L.  proposed  to  amend  the  resolution,  so 
as  to  extend  the  inquiry  to  the  relative  advan- 
tages of  using,  for  the  Navy,  the  domestic  or 
the  foreign  material  mentioned  in  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Benton  assented  to  the  remarks  made 
by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  and  agreed 
to  the  proposed  modification  of  his  resolution. 

Mr.  Smith  made  a  few  remarks,  in  order  to 
show  that  foreign  materials  were  not  now  used 
in  the  construction  of  our  public  vessels  to  the 
extent  apprehended  by  the  honorable  member 
from  MissonrL 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution 
was  then  put,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative. 


Wednesday,  May  19. . 
Mississippi  and  Ohio  Rivers. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Talbot,  the  biU  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  "  to  improve  the 
navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers," 
was  taken  up  for  consideration,  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Barbotte  in  the  chair. 
Messrs.  Be  own  and  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 
explained  the  objects  of  this  biU,  and  its  im- 
portance to  the  Western  States. 


Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  as  fol- 
lows : 

Mr.  President,  it  is  much  to  be  regretted 
that  want  of  time  wiU  prevent  that  full  discus- 
sion of  the  merits  of  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion, which  the  importance  of  the  measure 
demands.  The  House  of  Representatives  have 
carefully  investigated  the  subject ;  and,  after 
the  most  dispassionate  deliberation,  with  a  full 
knowledge  of  the  fact  before  them,  have  passed 
the  bin  appropriating  seventy-five  thousand  dol- 
lars for  removing  cerf^in  obstructions  from  the 
channels  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi.  It  is  an 
experiment  to  render  more  secure  the  naviga- 
tion of  these  great  rivers  of  the  West,  destined 
by  nature  to  bear  to  the  Atlantic  States,  and  to 
the  rest  of  the  world,  the  rich  treasures  which 
are  every  day  disclosing  themselves,  of  that  ex- 
tensive country.  This  decision  of  the  popular 
branch  of  the  National  Legislature,  in  favor  of 
an  object  of  such  magnitude,  whether  consid- 
ered in  relation  to  the  interest  of  the  West,  or 
of  the  whole  nation,  is  entitled  to  high  con- 
sideration from  the  Senate ;  and,  in  its  wisdom 
and  magnanimity,  to  give  it  their  cordial  sanc- 
tion, we  repose  a  degree  of  confidence  border- 
ing upon  certainty.  If,  however,  we  should 
be  found  mistaken  in  this  expectation,  if  such 
opposition  should  appear  against  an  appropria- 
tion so  reasonable,  and  in  which  one-half  of 
the  States  in  the  Union  have  a  direct,  and  all  a 
deep  interest,  as  to  force  us  into  a  discussion 
of  the  merits  of  the  bUl,  we  have  the  fullest 
confidence  that  the  investigation  must  result 
in  an  entire  conviction  of  the  utility  of  the 
measure. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  survey 
has  been  made  by  order  of  the  Government. 
The  commissioners,  who  had  no  other  interest 
than  what  is  common  to  every  American,  have 
made  a  faithful  report,  which  is  now  before 
us ;  and  it  gives  us  a  knowledge  of  the  true 
cause,  and  of  aU  the  causes,  which  render  our 
navigation  dangerous.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
most  scientific  and  experienced  engineers,  that 
these  causes  may  be  removed  at  an  expense 
qnite  inconsiderable,  compared  with  the  advan- 
tages which  would  ensue.  For  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  object,  we  appeal  to  the  magnani- 
mity of  the  Government.  It  is  but  what  justice 
demands.  We  only  ask  for  a  small  proportion 
of  that  protection  to  our  commerce  which  we 
have  never  refused  to  other  parts  of  the  United 
States. 

Missouri  Siver. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  in- 
serting the  following  words :  "  and  of  the  Mis- 
souri River,  in  the  State  of  Missouri."  This 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  biU  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  as 
amended.  Messrs.  Noble  and  Talbot  opposed 
the  amendment  agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole :  and  Mr.  Benton  spoke  in  favor  of  it. 
The  amendment  was  not  concurred  in. 

Mr.  LowEiE  proposed  an  amendment,  not 
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affecting  the  principle  of  the  bill,  which  was 
adopted. 

The  question  was  then  put,  upon  passing  the 
bill  to  a  third  reading ;  and  determined  in  the 
aflirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Brown,  D'Wolf, 
Dickerson,  Eaton,  Findlay,  Holmes  of  Mississippi, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  H.  Johnson,  J.  S. 
Johnston,  Kelly,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts, 
Lowrio,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Parrott,  Ruggles,  Smith, 
Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and  Wil- 
liams— 25. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  Branch,  Chandler, 
Clayton,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes 
of  Maine,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York, 
Macon,  Mills,  Palmer,  Seymour,  Taylor  of  Virginia, 
Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  and  Ware — 20 

So  the  bill  passed  to  a  third  reading. 


Feidat,  May  21. 

Vice  President  pro  tern. 

The  VioE  Peebident  not  being  present,  the 

Senate  was  called  to  order  by  the  Secretaiy. 

On    naotion  of   Mr.   Holmes,    of   Maine,   the 

Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  President  ^ro 


The  whole  number  of  votes  given  in  was  35 ; 
necessary  to  a  choice  18. 

The  honorable  John  Gaillaed  had  23  votes, 
and  was  declared  to  have  been  elected  Presi- 
dent ^ro  tempore.  Mr.  Gaillaed  immediately 
took  the  chair,  and  expressed  to  the  Senate,  in 
a  very  neat  and  appropriate  speech,  his  sense 
of  the  high  honor  conferred  upon  him. 

Western  Boundary  of  Arhmsas  Territory. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bentout,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  "  to  fix  the  western  boundary  line  of 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas."  The  report  of  the 
committee  in  relation  to  this  subject  was  read. 
Mr.  Benton  explained  the  objects  of  the  bill. 
Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mississippi,  offered  a  new  sec- 
tion as  an  amendment,  which  was  agreed  to. 
The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  as 
amended,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
a  third  time. 

The  biU  which  originated  in  Senate,  "  to 
fix  the  Western  boundary  line  of  the  Territory 
of  Arkansas,"  was  read  the  third  time.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Loweie,  it  was  committed,  after 
some  discussion,  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 


Satuedat,  May  22. 
Farrow  and  Harris. 
The  bill  introduced,  on  leave,  by  Mr.  Bak- 
BouE,  and  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  "for  the  relief  of  Nimrod  Farrow  and 
Richard  Harris,"  was  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  These 
petitioners  claim  remuneration  for  the  loss  and 
embarrassment  sustained  by  them  in  conse- 


ment  not  to  build  the  fort  on  Dauphin  Island, 
for  the  erection  of  which  a  contract  had  been 
made  with  them.  This  claim  had  been  referred 
to  a  commissioner  to  ascertain  the  damage  done 
to  the  petitioners,  by  the  failure,  on  the  part  of 
Government,  to  perfect  the  contract ;  and  the 
bill  proposes  that,  when  the  commissioner 
shall  have  reported  the  amount  due  them,  that 
the  money  shall  be  paid,  upon  the  approbation 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  without  a  further  act 
of  Congress  on  the  subject ;  and  that  they  shall 
be  relieved  from  the  operation  of  the  judgments 
obtained  against  them,  for  the  moneys  advanced 
them  by  the  Government,  until  the  oommi*- 
sioner  shall  have  rendered  his  opinion  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  EuGGLEs,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  stated  the  facts  connected  with  the 
case. 

Messrs.  Baeboue,  Lowrie,  J.  S.  Johnston  of 
Louisiana,  Kelly,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
and  Tatloe  of  Virginia,  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
passage  of  the  bUL 

Mr.  Chandler  proposed  an  amendment  to 
strike  out  a  part  of  the  bill ;  which  was  not 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  opposed  the  bill  on 
the  grounds  that  the  petitioners  had  not  made 
such  progress  in  their  work  as  to  authorize  the 
belief  that  it  would  have  been  completed  with- 
in the  stipulated  time,  had  not  the  Government 
suspended  the  work ;  that  the  petitioners  had 
transferred  their  contract  to  a  third  person; 
and  that  the  ultimate  decision  of  the  amount  to 
be  allowed  these  petitioners,  if  any  thing  were 
to  be  allowed,  ought  not  to  be  committed  to 
any  individuals,  however  high  their  standing 
might  be,  but  that  it  ought  to  be  decided  upon 
by  Congress. 

These  objections  were  pai-ticularly  replied  to, 
and  obviated  by  Messrs.  J.  S.  Johnston  and 
Baeboue. 

The  bOl  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate, 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Belt,  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so  as  to 
provide  that,  on  the  deci4on  of  the  commis- 
sioner, one-half  the  amount  of  damages  awarded 
should  be  paid-  to  the  petitioners. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Mills,  and 
disagreed  to  by  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time. 


Monday,  May  24. 
CheroTcee  Civilization  GowmmenU 
Mr.  Barton  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Eoss  and  others,  the  Delegates  of  the  Cherokee 
nation,  stating  that,  from  their  advanced  state 
of  civilization,  they;  have  found  it  necessary  to 
establish  a  more  regular  system  of  government, 
for  the  protection  of  the  property,  life,  liberty, 
and  the  pursuit  of  happiness ;  that  they  have 
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and  comprehensible  to  the  Cherokees.  To  sup- 
port their  government,  they  found  it  necessary 
to  impose  taxes  on  merchants  and  pedlars,  in 
their  nation.  The  power  to  impose  this  tax, 
under  the  treaties  subsisting  between  them  and 
the  United  States,  has  been  disputed ;  anid  the 
Attorney-General  of  the  United  States  has 
given  an  opinion  to  the  proper  department 
against  the  right  of  the  Cherokees  to  impose 
the  tax ;  and,  under  that  opinion,  it  has  been 
intimated  to  the  Delegates  that  a  return  of  the 
taxes  will  be  expected,  and  that  they  must 
refrain  from  the  exercise  of  this  power  in  fu- 
ture. 

The  Delegates,  on  behalf  of  the  nation,  ap- 
peal to  Congress  for  relief  against  this  decision, 
and  present  copies  of  the  opinion  of  the  Attor- 
ney-General, and  of  an  opinion  of  Judge  White, 
of  Tennessee,  given  on  application,  some  years 
since. 

The  memorial  and  accompanying  documents 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs. 

Expenses  and  Reforms  in  the  IN'amy. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  submitted  the 
following  motions  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  he  di- 
rected to  report  to  the  Senate,  at  an  early  period  of 
the  ensuing  session  of  Congress,  such  information  as 
may  be  in  the  possession  of  the  Department,  or  he 
may  think  proper  to  communicate,  relative  to  the 
expediency  of  constructing,  at  one  of  the  navy  yards 
of  the  United  States,  a  dry  dock,  of  sufficient  capa- 
city for  receiving,  examining,  and  repairing,  ships- 
of-the-line;  and  to  report  on  the  usefulness,  econ- 
omy, and  necessity,  of  a  dry  dock ;  the  best  location 
therefor,  and  the  probable  expense  of  constructing 
such  dry  dock,  of  the  size  aforesaid,  in  a  solid  and 
durable  manner,  and  with  the  needful  appendages 
for  an  advantageous  use  of  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  the  Senate,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a  statement,  showing 
the  amount  of  travelling  expenses,  and  other  allow- 
ances, received  by  the  officers  of  the  Navy  and  of  the 
marine  corps,  over  the  monthly  pay  and  rations  to 
which  they  are  by  law  entitled,  iu  each  year,  for  the 
last  three  years;  the  emoluments  which  have  been 
received  in  ea<^h  year,  for  the  same  period,  so  far  as 
the  same  can  be  ascertained,  by  the  officers  of  the 
Navy  and  the  marine  corps,  as  well  from  the  Gov- 
ernment as  from  other  sources,  in  consequence  of 
their  official  stations ;  the  expense  of  courts-martial 
in  the  Navy  and  marine  corps,  in  each  year,  for  the 
same  period,  with  the  amount  paid  to  Judge  Advo- 
cates and  others,  for  their  attendance  and  services, 
designating  the  places  at  which  such  courts-martial 
were  ordered  to  be  held,  and  the  stations  from  which 
the  officers  composing  the  same  were  detailed  to 
attend;  the  number  of  desertions  from  the  marine 
corps,  and  the  number  of  rank  and  file  confined  for 
imprisonment,  as  a  punishment  for  desertion,  or  mis- 
conduct, for  each  year,  during  the  same  period ;  and, 
also,  to  report  his  opinion  on  such  alterations,  or 
further  provisions  of  law,  as  he  may  consider  it  ex- 
pedient to  be  made,  in  order  to  promote  a  more 
perfect  discipline  in  the  Navy  and  marine  corps,  to 
prevent  the  frequent  recurrence  of  courts-martial. 


and  insure  to  the  pubhc  service,  in  the  said  es- 
tablishments, the  highest  degree  of  economy  and 
efficiency. 

Western  Boundary  of  Arkansas  Territory. 

Mr.  BEMTOif,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bilL  "  to  fix 
the  Western  boundary  line  of  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes,"  reported 
the  same  with  an  amendment.  The  biU  was 
taken  up  for  consideration  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  Mr.  B.  explained  the  effect  of  the 
amendment.  The  ameaiment  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  was  reported  to  the.  Senate,  and 
passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third 
time. 

Last  Day  for  seTiding  Bills  from  one  House  to 
the  other. 
This  being  the  last  day  of  the  session  on 
which,  according  to  a  joii»t  rule  of  the  two 
Houses,  any  bill  can  pass  from  one  House  to 
the  other,*  the  following  biUs,  which  origina- 
ted in  Senate,  and  which  had  just  passed  to 
a  third  reading,  were  read  a  third  time,  by  gen- 
eral consent,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Eepresentatives  for  concurrence,  viz:  The 
bUl  "  to  fix  the  Western  boundary  line  of  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses;" the  bill  "explanatory  of  an  act,  en- 
titled '  An  act  to  provide,  for  the  extinguish- 
ment of  the  debt  due  to  the  United  States  from 
the  purchasers  of  public  lands ;' "  and  the  reso- 
lution "providing  a  place  of  deposit  for  the 
Portrait  of  Columbus,  and  directing  the  distri- 
bution of  certain  copies  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence." 


Tuesday,  May  25. 
Enrico  Oaitsici,  the  Artist. 
In  pursuance  of  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr. 
Eatojj  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  resolution, 
directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  pay 
from  the  contingent  fund,  to  the  artist,  [Enrico 
Oausici,]  employed  in  constructing  an  allegori- 
cal ornament  for  a  clock  for  the  Senate,  the 
further  sum  of  $1,000,  to  enable  him  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  work.  Leave  was  accordingly 
granted;  the  resolution  was  read,  and  passed  to 
a  second  reading. 

Expenses  and  Reforms  in  the  N'amy. 
The  resolutions  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
LoLYD,  of  Massachusetts,  respecting  the  expedi- 
ency, the  location,  and  the  probable  expense  of 
constructing  a  dry  dock  at  one  of  the  navy  yards 


*  To  prevent  the  hasty  passing  of  bills  in  the  last  days 
of  the  session,  when  so  much  business  is  done,  often  with- 
out a  qnornm,  and  frequently  without  the  knowledge  of 
members  present,  a  joint  rule  of  the  two  Houses  had  been 
adopted,  by  which  no  bill  could  be  sent  from  one  to  the 
other  on  the  three  last  days  of  the  session,  and  none  could 
be  sent  to  the  President  on  the  last  day— thereby  giving  to 
each  House,  and  to  the  President,  time  for  deliberation. 
It -was  a  salutary  rule,  and  "would  be  of  great  value,  if  en- 
forced ;  but,  unfortunately,  it  is  almost  a  matter  of  course 
to  suspend  it  at  the  moment  it  is  wanted. 
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of  tho  United  States ;  and,  also,  relative  to  the 
pay,  emoluments,  and  other  allowances,  of  the 
officers  of  the  Navy  and  Marine  Corps,  the  ex- 
penses of  courts-martial  in  that  Department,  the 
number  of  desertions,  &c.,  and  requiring  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  "  his  opinion  on  such  al- 
terations, or  further  provisions  of  law,  as  he  may 
consider  it  expedient  to  make,  in  order  to  pro- 
mote a  more  perfect  discipline  in  the  Navy  and 
Marine  Corps,  to  prevent  the  frequent  recurrence 
of  courts-martial,  and  insure  to  the  public  ser- 
vice, in  the  said  establishments,  the  highest  de- 
gree of  economy  and  eflBcienoy,"  were  again 
read  for  consideration.  Mr.  Lloyd  made  a  few 
remarks  explanatory  of  his  object  in  the  intro- 
duction of  the  resolutions,  and  they  were  agreed 
to  by  the  Senate  without  division. 

Qmernor  TomphM  Accounts. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  payment  of 
the  claims  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  New  York,  against  the 
Dnited  States ; "  and  no  amendment  having  been 
made.  It  was  reported  to  the  Senate ;  and,  on 
the  question,  ''  Shall  this  bill  pass  to  a  third 
reading? "  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative 
— ^yeas  24,  nays  4,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Clayton, 
Diokerson,  Edwards,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Henry  Johnson,  Josiah  S. 
Johnston,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  Lanman,  Lowrie, 
Macon,  Noble,  Parrott,  Ruggles  Seymonr,  Smith, 
Thomas,  Van  Buren,  and  Van  Dyke. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Barton,  Chandler,  Eaton,  and 
Taylor  of  Virginia. 


Maison  Bouge  Orant. 
The  bill  from  the  House  of  Eepresentatives 
"  to  authorize  the  legal  representatives  of  the 
Marquis  de  Maison  Bouge  to  commence  an  ac- 
tion in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  to  try 
the  validity  of  his  title  to  lands,  the  claim  to 
which  is  disputed  by  the  United  States,"  was 
taken  up  for  consideration  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  After  a  discussion  of  considerable 
length,  in  which  Messrs.  Van  Dtkb,  Diokek- 
SON,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Van  Botjen, 
J.  8.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kma  of  Alabama, 
LowRiE,  and  Beown,  took  part,  the  bill  was  re- 
fused a  third  reading,  14  in  favor  of,  and  12 
against  it,  as  follows : 


Yeas. — Messrs.  Benton,  Holmes  of  „i„„.,o»uj„, 
Henry  Johnson,  Josiah  S.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King  of 
Alabama,  Lowrie,  Noble,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Smith, 
Thomas,  Van  Buren,  and  Williams. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler, 
Clayton,  Diokerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  GaiUard, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts, 
Macon,  Parrott,  and  Vandyke. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 


Oamal  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 
The  bill  from  the  other  House  "  to  authorize 
the  Territory  of  Florida  to  open  a  canal  through 
the  public  lands,  from  the  river  St.  John's  to 
the  bay  of  St.  Augustine,"  was  taken  up  for 
consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
Messrs.  Smith,  Loweie,  Kofa  of  Alabama, 
B-EOWN,  and  Chandlee,  made  some  rem^ks 
on  the  subject.  Mr.  LowniE  moved  the  indefi- 
nite postponement  of  the  bill,  which  motion  was 
carried. 


Wednesday,  May  26. 
Enrico  Gautici. 

The  resolution  introduced  on  leave,  yester- 
day, by  Mr.  Eaton,  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  to  pay,  from  the  contingent  fund,  to 
the  artist  employed  in  constructing  an  allegori- 
cal ornament  for  a  clock  for  the  Senate,  the 
further  sum  of  $1,000,  to  enable  him  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  work,  was  again  read  for  considerar. 
tion. 

Some  remarks  on  the  subject  were  submitted 
by  Messrs.  Eaton,  Macon,  Lanman,  Van  Dyke, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Tayloe  of  Virginia,  and 
Smith  ;  and  the  resolution  was  refused  a  third 
reading. 

After  the  consideration  of  Executive  business, 
the  Senate  adjourned  to  7  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Senen  o'clock  in  the  Miening. 
After  the   consideration  of  Executive  busi- 
ness, the  Senate  adjourned  to  eight  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning. 


Thtiesday,  May  27. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Eepresentatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee, to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him,  that,  unless  he  may 
have  any  further  communication  to  make,  they 
are  ready  to  adjourn;  in  which  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said^ 
resolution,  and  concurred  th^ein ;  and  Messrs. 
Smith  and  Macon  were  appointed  the  commit 
tee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Eepresenta- 
tives informed  the  Senate  that  the  House,  hav- 
ing finished  the  business  before  them,  are  about 
to  adjourn. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  inform  the  House 
of  _  Eepresentatives  that  the  Senate,  having 
finished  the  Legislative  business  before  them, 
are  about  to  adjourn. 

After  the  consideration  of  Executive  busi- 
ness, the   Peesident   adjourned   the   Senate 
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THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES.® 


Monday,  December  1,  1823. 
At  12  o'clock,  precisely,  the  Olerk  called  the 
House  to  order,  and,  the  roll  being  called,  the 
following  members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives appeared  and  took  their  seats,  to  wit : 


*  LIST  OF  EEPRESENTATIVES. 

Maine.— 'WlUism.  Bnrieigh,  Joshua  Cushman,  Ebenezer 
Herrici,  David  Kidder,  Enooh  Lincoln,  Stephen  Longfellow, 
Jeremiah  O'Brien. 

Xeiw  ZTompsMra.— Ichabod  Bartlett,  Matthew  Harvey, 
Arthur  Livermoie,  Aaron  Matson,  William  Plumer,  Jr., 
Thomas  Whipple,  jr. 

Massadmeetta.—Sanmel  0.  Allen,  John  Bailey,  Francis 
Baylies,  Benjamin  W.  Crownlnshield,  Henry  W.  Dwight, 
Timothy  Fuller,  Aaron  Hobart,  Samnel  Lathrop,  John 
Locke,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  John  Eeed,  Jonas  Sibley,  Daniel 
Webster. 

STwcle  Island.— Job  Durfee,  Samnel  Eddy. 
Connecticut.— ISojea   Barber,  Samuel  A.   Foot,   Ansel 
Sterling,  Ebenezer  Stoddard,  Gideon  Tomlinson,  Samuel 
Whitman. 

Vermont,— 'WlTiiiim  C.  Bradley,  Daniel  A.  A,  Buck, 
Samuel  C.  Crafts,  KoUin  C.  Mallary,  Henry  Olin. 

STew  York.— John  W.  Cady,  Churchill  C.  Cambrcleng, 
Lot  Clark,  Ela  Collins,  Hecter  Craig,  Eowland  Day,  Justin 
Dwinoll,  Lewis  Eaton,  Charles  A-  Foote,  Joel  Frost,  Moses 
Hayden,  John  Herkimer,  James  L.  Hogeboom,  Lemuel 
Jenkins,  Samuel  Lawrence,  Elisha  Litchfield,  Dudley  Mar- 
vin, Henry  C.  Martindale,  John  J.  Morgan,  John  Eichards, 
Eobert  E.  Eose,  Peter  Sharpo,  Henry  E.  Storrs,  Jamos 
Strong,  John  W.  Taylor,  Egbert  Ten  Eyck,  Albert  H. 
Tracy,  Jacob  Tyson,  William  Tan  Wyck,  Stephen  Tan 
Eensselaer,  Isaac  Williams,  Parmenio  Adams,  Silas  Wood, 
William  Woods. 

iTew  Jersey.— GeoTge  Cassedy,  Lewis  Condict,  Daniel 
Garrison,  George  Holcombe,  James  Matlack,  Samuel  Swan. 

J'ernisi/ivamia.—Ja.raea  Allison,  Samuel  Breck,  John 
Brown,  James  Buchanan,  Samuel  Edwards,  William  Cox 
Ellis,  Patrick  Farrelly,  John  Findlay,  Walter  Forward, 
Eobert  Harris,  Joseph  Hemphill,  Samuel  D.  Ingham,  George 
Kremcr,  Samnel  Mckean,  Philip  S.  Markley,  Daniel  H.  Mil- 
ler, James  S.  Mitchell,  Thomas  Patterson,  George  Plumer, 
Thomas  J.  Eogers,  Andrew  Stewart,  Alexander  Thompson, 
John  Tod,  Daniel  Udrce,  Isaac  Wayne,  James  WUson, 
Henry  Wilson,  George  Wolfe. 

DdOADdre, — ^Louis  McLane. 


From  Maine — William  Burleigh,  Joshua  Cushman, 
Ebenezer  Herrick,  David  Kidder,  Enoch  Lincohi, 
and  Jeremiah  O'Brien. 

From  New  flompsttre— Matthew  Harvey,  Arthur 
Livermore,  Aaron  Matson,  WiUiam  Plumer,  jr.,  and 
Thomas  Whipple,  jr. 


JfaryZoTKi.— William  Hayward,  jr.,  Joseph  Kent,  John 
Lee,  Peter  Little,  Isaac  McKim,  George  E.  Mitchell,  Ea- 
phael  Neale,  John  S.  Spence,  Henry  E.  Warfield. 

Firc^roia.— Mark  Alexander,  William  S.  Archer,  Philip 
P.  Barbour,  John  S.  Barbour,  Burwell  Bassett,  John  Floyd, 
Eobert  S.  Garnett  Joseph  Johnson,  Jabez  Leftwich,  Wil- 
liam McCoy,  Charles  F.  Mercer,  Thomas  Newton,  John 
Eandolph,  William  C.  Eives,  Arthur  Smith,  William  Smith, 
Alexander  Smyth,  Andrew  Stevenson,  James  Stephenson, 
George  Tucker,  John  Taliafero,  Jared  Williams. 

North  Ca/roVma. — Henry  Conner,  John  Culpeper,  Weldon 
N.  Edwards,  Alfred  M.  Catlin,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  Charles 
Hooks,  John  Long,  Willie  P.  Mangum,  Eomulus  M.  Saund- 
ers, Eiohard  D.  Spaight,  Eobert  B.  Tanoe,  Lewis  Williams, 

South  Carolina. — Eobert  Campbell,  John  Carter,  Joseph 
Gist,  Andrew  E.  Govan,  James  Hamilton,  jr.,  George  Mc- 
Duffle,  Joel  E.  Poinsett,  Starling  Tucker,  John  Wilson. 

Georgia.— JoA  Abbot,  George  Cary,  Alfred  Cuthbert, 
John  Forsyth,  Edward  F.  Tattnall,  Wiley  Thompson. 

KeKtachy.—'B.ichB.Td.  A.  Bueknor,  Henry  Clay,  Eobert  P. 
Henry,  Francis  Johnson,  John  T.  Johnson,  Eobert  P.  Letch- 
er, Thomas  Metcalfe,  Thomas  P.  Moore,  Philip  Thompson, 
David  Trimble,  David  White,  Charles  A.  Wickliffe. 

Tennessee.— Kism  E.  Alexander,  Eobert  Allen,  John 
Blair,  John  Cocke,  Samuel  Houston,  Jacob  C.  Isacks,  James 
B.  Eeynolds,  James  T.  Sandford,  James  Standefer. 

OAio.— Mordecai  Bartley,  Philemon  Beecher,  John  W. 
Campbell,  James  W.  Gazlay,  Duncan  McArthur,  William  Mc- 
Lean, John  Patterson,  Thomas  E.  Eoss,  John  Sloane,  Joseph 
Tance,  Samuel  F.  Tinton,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  WiUiam  WU- 
son, John  C.  Wright. 

ZoKJOTOMa.— William  L.  Brent,  Henry  H.  Gurley,  Ed- 
ward Livingston. 

JfissMOT^yJ.— Christopher  Eankin. 

IndiaMa.—j!>.<so\>  Call,  Jonathan  Jennings,  John  Test 

iZiwiois.— Daniel  P.  Cook. 

Alabamia.—Jobii  McKce,  Gabriel  Moore,  Geo.  W.  Owen. 

Missouri. — John  Scott. 

Micldgan  Territory.— Gabriel  Eichard,  Delegate. 

Arkansas  Territory.— 'Bonxy  W.  Conway,  Delegate. 

Florida  Territory.— Eichard  K.  Call,  Delegate. 
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From  Massachusetts — Samuel  C.  Allen,  John  Bai- 
ley, Francis  Baylies,  Beiyamin  W.  CrownineMeld, 
Henry  W.  Dwight,  Timothy  Fuller,  Aaron  Hobart, 
Samuel  Lathrop,  John  Locke,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  John 
Reed,  Jonas  Sibley,  and  Daniel  Webster. 

From  Rhode  Island — Job  Durfee,  and  Samuel 
Eddy. 

From  Connecticut — Noyes  Barber,  Samuel  A. 
Foot,  Ansel  Sterling,  Ebenezer  Stoddard,  Gideon 
TomlinsoUj  and  Lemuel  Whitman. 

From  Vermont — William  C.  Bradley,  Daniel  A. 
A.  Buck,  Samuel  C.  Crafts,  EoHin  C.  MaUaiy,  and 
Charles  Eich. 

From  New  Yorlc — John  W.  Cady,  Churchill  C. 
Cambreleng,  Lot  Clark,  Ela  CoUins,  Hector  Craig, 
Eowland  Day,  Justin  Dwinell,  Lewis  Eaton,  Charles 
A.  Foote,  Joel  Frost,  Moses  Hayden,  James  L.  Hoge- 
boom,  Lemuel  Jenldns,  Elisha  Litchfield,  Dudley 
Marvin,  Henry  C.  Martindale,  John  Richards,  Robert 
R.  Rose,  Peter  Sharpe,  Henry  E.  Storrs,  James 
Strong,  John  W.  Taylor,  Egbert  Ten  Eyck,  Jacob 
Tyson,  William  Van  Wyck,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer, 
Isaac  Williams,  Isaac  Wilson,  Silas  Wood,  and  Wil- 
liam Woods. 

From  New  Jersey — George'  Cassedy,  Lewis  Con- 
diet,  Daniel  Garrison,  George  Holcombe,  James  Mat- 
lack,  and  Samuel  Swan.  ^ 

Frmb  Permsylvama — James  Allison,  Samuel  Breck, 
John  Brown,  James  Buchanan,  Samuel  Edwards, 
William  Cox  Ellis,  Patrick  Ii-arrelly,  John  Findlay, 
Walter  Forward,  Robert  Harris,  Joseph  Hemphill, 
Samuel  D.  Ingham,  George  Kremer,  Samuel  MoKean, 
James  S.  Mitchell,  Thomas  Patterson,  George  Plumer, 
Thomas  J.  Rogers,  John  Tod,  Daniel  Udree,  Isaac 
Wayne,  and  James  Wilson. 

From  Delaioa/re-^ZjO-ais  MoLane. 

From  Maryland — William  Hayward,  jr.,  Joseph 
Kent,  John  Lee,  Peter  Little,  Isaac  McKim,  and 
George  E.  Mitchell. 

From  Virginia — ^Mark  Alexander,  William  S.  Ar- 
cher, William  Lee  Ball,  Philip  P.  Barbour,  John  S. 
Barbour,  Robert  S.  Garnett,  Joseph  Johnson,  Jabez 
Leftwich,  William  McCoy,  Charles  F.  Mercer,  Tho- 
mas Newton,  Arthur  Smith,  William  Smith,  Alexan- 
der Smyth,  Andrew  Stevenson,  James  Stephenson, 
George  Tucker,  and  Jared  Williams. 

From  North  Carolina — Henry  Conner,  John  Cul- 
peper,  Weldon  K.  Edwards,  Alfred  M.  Catlin, 
Charles  Hooks,  John  Long,  Willie  P.  Mangum,  Rom- 
ulus M.  Saunders,  Richard  D.  Spaight,  Robert  B. 
Vance,  and  Lewis  WUliams. 

From  South  Carolina — Robert  Campbell,  Joseph 
Gist,  James  Hamilton,  jr.,  Geo.  MoDuifie  Joel  R. 
Poinsett,  Starling  Tucker,  and  John  Wilson. 

From  Georgia — Joel  Abbot,  George  Cary,  Thomas 
W.  Cobb,  Alfred  Cuthbert,  John  Forsyth,  and  Wiley 
Thompson. 

From  Kentucky — Richard  A.  Buckner,  Henry  Clay, 
Robert  P.  Henry,  Francis  Johnson,  John  T.  Johnson, 
Robert  P.  Letcher,  Thomas  P.  Moore,  Philip  Thomp- 
son, David  Trimble,  David  White,  and  Charles  A. 
Wickliffe. 

From  Tennessee — Adam  R.  Alexander,  Robert.  Allen, 
John  Blair,  John  Cocke,  Samuel  Houston,  Jacob  C. 
Isacks,  James  B.  Reynolds,  James  T.  Sandford,  and 
James  Standefer. 

From  OAm— Mordeoai  Bartley,  Philemon  Beech- 
er,  John  W.  Campbell,  James  W.  Gazlay,  Dun- 
can McArthur,  William  McLean,  John  Patterson, 
John    Sloane,    Joseph  Vance,    Samuel    F.   Vinton, 


Elisha    Whittlesey,   William  Wilson,   and  John  C. 
Wright. 

From  Lmmiama — William  L.  Brent. 

From  Indiana — John  Test. 

From  Illimns — Daniel  P.  Cook. 

From  Alabama — John  McKee,  and  Gabriel  Moore. 

From  Missouri — John  Scott. 

From  Arkansas  Territory— ^eaxy  W.  Conway. 

After  the  Clerk  had  finished  calling  the  mem- 
bers of  States,  and  a  quorum  was  ascertained 
to  be  present, 

Mr.  Tatloe,  of  New  York,  rose  and  remark- 
ed, that,  it  having  been  publicly  announced 
that  he  was  considered  a  candidate  for  the 
Speaker's  Chair,  and  several  Representatives 
having  avowed  their  intention  to  vote  in  his 
favor ;  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  any  mis- 
take upon  this  subject  which  might  exist  either 
here  or  elsewhere,  he  thought  proper  to  state 
that  he  was  not  a  candidate,  and  that,  if  his 
friends  consulted  his  wishes,  they  would  not, 
on  this  occasion,  support  him  for  the  office. 
This  frank  declaration,  he  said,  appeared  to  be 
due  to  the  House  and  to  those  gentlemen  who 
were  understood  to  be  candidates,  as  well  as 
himself. 

Election  of  Speaker. 

The  House  then  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the 
election  of  a  Speaker,  and,  upon  an  examina- 
tion of  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  Henet 
CiAT,  one  of  the  Representatives  from  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  had  139  votes,  and  that 
Philip  P.  Baeboue,  one  of  the  Representatives 
from  the  State  of  Virginia,  had  received  42 
votes. 

Mr.  Clay  was,  therefore,  declared  to  be  duly 
elected,  and  conducted  to  the  Speaker's  Chair, 
from  whence  he  made  acknowledgments  to  the 
House  in  the  following  terms : 

Gentlemen  :  I  pray  you  to  accept  my  most  re- 
spectful thanks  for  the  honor  yon  have  just  conferred 
on  me.  The  station  of  Speaker  of  tMs  House  has 
been  always  justly  considered  as  one  of  great  respect- 
ability, as  well  as  of  high  responsibility.  But,  at 
the  present  period,  when  we  are  assembled  under  a 
new  census,  with  our  number  considerably  enlarged, 
and  the  highest  interests  of  a  greatly  augmented  popu- 
lation committed  to  our  charge,  it  has  acquired 
much  additional  importance,  which  requires  from 
the  favored  object  of  your  selection,  his  most  grate- 
ful acknowledgments  and  the  expression  of  the  pro- 
foundest  sensibility.  The  principles  which  should 
regulate  the  execution  of  the  duties  of  the  incum- 
bent of  the  Chair  are  not  difficult  to  comprehend,  al- 
though their  application  to  particular  instances  is 
often  extremely  dehcate  and  perplexing.  They  en- 
join promptitude  and  impartiality  in  deciding  the 
various  questions  of  order  as  they  arise ;  fimmess 
and  dignity  in  his  deportment  towards  the  House ; 
patience,  good  temper,  and  courtesy,  towards  the  in- 
dividual members  ;  and  the  best  arrangement  and 
distribution  of  the  talent  of  the  House,  in  its  numer- 
ous subdivisions,  for  the  despatch  of  the  public  busi- 
ness, and  the  fair  exhibition  of  every  subject  pre- 
sented for  consideration.  They  especially  require  of 
him,  m  those  moments  of  agitation  from  which  no 
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deliberative  assembly  is  always  entirely  exempt,  to 
remain  cool  and  unshaken  amidst  all  the  storms  of 
debate,  carefully  guarding  the  preservation  of  the 
permanent  laws  and  rules  of  the  House  from  being 
sacrificed  to  temporary  passions,  prejudices,  or  in- 
terests. It  is  on  such  occasions  as  these,  too,  that  the 
Chair  stands  most  in  need  of  your  sixpport,  of  your 
candor,  of  your  liberality,  of  your  unbiased  judgment. 
I  am  not  so  presumptuous,  gentlemen,  as  to  promise 
you  that  I  shall  perform  the  arduous  duties  of  which 
I  have  presented  an  imperfect  sketch.  All  I  dare 
say  is,  that  I  will  exert  an  anxious,  faithful,  and  unre- 
mitting endeavor  to  fulfil  the  expectations  by  which 
I  have  been  so  much  honored.  And  may  we  not  in., 
dulge  the  hope,  that,  with  the  blessing  of  Divine 
Providence,  all  our  deliberations  and  all  our  proceed- 
ings may  tend  to  sustain  the  dignity  of  the  House,  to 
maintain  the  honor  and  character  of  the  country,  and 
to  advance  the  public  welfare  and  happiness. 

The  oath  to  support  the  Oonstitution  of  the 
United  States,  as  prescribed  by  law,  was  then 
administered  to  the  Speaker  by  Mr.  Newton, 
one  of  the  Representatives  from  Virginia,  and 
the  same  oath  (or  affirmation)  was  then  admin- 
istered by  the  Speaker  to  all  the  other  mem- 
bers present. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Campbell, 
of  Ohio,  that  Matthew  St.  Olaie  Olaekb, 
Olert  to  the  late  House  of  Kepresentative's,  be 
appointed  Clerk  to  this  House ;  and  the  motion 
was  agreed  to,  unanimously. 

The  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  together  with  the  oath  of  office, 
as  prescribed  by  the  act  aforesaid,  were  then 
administered  to  the  Clerk  by  the  Speaier. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newtoit,  it  was 

Sesohed,  uncmimously,  That  Thomas  Duirerbe 
appointed  Sergeant-at-Arms,  Bbnjamdt  Btteoh 
Doorkeeper,  and  John  Oswald  Dunn  Assistant 
Doorkeeper  to  this  House ;  and  that  they  sever- 
ally give  their  attendance  accordingly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tomlinson,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate to  inform  them  that  a  quorum  of  this  House 
have  assembled,  and  have  elected  Hbney  Olat 
their  Speaker,  and  that  this  House  is  now 
ready  to  proceed  to  business;  and  that  the 
Clerk  do  go  with  said  message. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton, 

Besohed,  That  a  committee  he  appointed  on 
the  part  of  this  House,  to  join  such  committee 
as  have  been  or  may  be  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  inform  him  that  a  quorum 
of  the  two  Houses  have  assembled,  and  are 
ready  to  receive  any  communications  he  may 
be  pleased  to  make  to  them. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Newton  and  Mr.  Van 
Eensselaee,  be  the  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  House,  and  that  the  Clerk  do  acquaint  the 
Senate  therewith. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  December  2. 
Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Penn- 
sylvania, Philip   S.    Maeklet  and  Andebw 
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Stewaet  ;  from  Maryland,  Eaphael  Neale, 
John  S.  Spenoe,  and  Henet  R.  Waeeield; 
from  Virginia,  John  Randolph  ;  from  North 
Carolina,  Hutohinb  G.  Bueton  and  Thomas  H. 
Hall  ;  from  South  Carolina,  John  Oaetbe  and 
Andeew  E.  Gov  an;  from  Ohio,  Thomas  R. 
Ross  ;  and  from  Indiana,  Jonathan  Jennings 
and  Willian  Peinoe,  appeared,  produced  their 
credentials,  were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  joint  committee,  ap- 
pointed yesterday  to  wait  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  reported  that  the  committee 
had  performed  the  duties  of  their  appointment, 
and  that  the  President  answered  that  he  would 
make  a  communication,  in  writing,  to  the  two 
Houses  this  day. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  they  have  passed  a  resolution  au- 
thorizing the  appointment  of  two  Chaplains,  of 
different  denominations,  during  the  present  ses- 
sion, one  by  each  House,  who  shall  interchange 
weekly ;  in  which  resolution  the  Senate  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  resolution  was  read,  and  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Latheop,  it  was  ordered 
that  this  House  will,  on  Monday  next,  the  8th 
instant,  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  a  Chap- 
lain to  Congress  on  their  part. 

A  Message  was  then  received  from  the  Peesi- 
dent  oe  the  United  States,  which  was  read, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  and  six  thou- 
sand copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  members  of  this  House.  [For  this 
Message  see  Senate  proceedings,  ante  p.  466.] 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  December  3. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  New  York, 
Samuel  Laweenok  ;  and  from  Alal)ama,  Geoegb 
W.  Owen,  appeared,  and  produced  their  cre- 
dentials. 

Riohaed  E.  Call  also  appeared,  and  pro- 
duced his  credentials,  as  the  Delegate  from  the 
Territory  of  Florida. 


Feidat,  December  5. 
Mr.  Laweenoe,  of  New  York,  Mr.  Owen,  of 
Alabama,  and  Mr.  Call,  delegate  from  Florida, 
were  severally  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Amendment  of  the  Oonstitfution — Election  of 
President  and  Vice  President. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  MoDuTFrE,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, it  was  resolved  that  a  select  committee  be 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  rec* 
ommending  to  the  several  States  the  propriety  of 
amending  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
in  such  manner,  that  the  mode  of  electing  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress 
may  be  uniform  throughout  the  United  States ; 
also,  that  the  mode  of  choosing  Electors  for 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
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States  may  be,  in  like  manner,  nniform ;  and, 
also,  that  the  election  of  the  said  officers  may, 
in  no  event,  devolve  upon  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives. 

Messrs.  MoDotfie,  Alkxandbe  Smyth,  Kbed, 
Stobus,  BuonANAN,  WiOKLi¥EB,  and  Oaet,  were 
appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to  the  above 
resolution. 

Mother  of  Oommodore  Perry. 
The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr. 
Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina : 

Resolved,  That  the  Naval  Committee  be  instmcted 
to  inquire  into  the  justice  and  expediency  of  allowing 
Mrs.  Sarah  Perry,  the  mother  of  the  late  Captain 
OUver  Hazard  Perry,  a  pension  during  her  natural 
life. 

Mr.  Hamilton  mentioned,  in  offering  this 
resolution,  that  a  bill  embracing  this  object  had 
been  reported  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  but 
not  acted  on  from  the  want  of  time.  His  pres- 
ent object  was  to  revive  that  biU. 

Mr.  Teimble,  of  Kentucky,  not  meaning  to 
object  to  this  resolution,  suggested  the  propriety 
of  including  in  it  the  case  of  Mrs.  Lawrence, 
the  widow  of  the  gallant  captain  of  that  name. 

Mr.  Hamilton  said  he  thought  that  though 
the  cases  of  the  venerable  Mrs.  Perry  and  the 
widow  of  the  lamented  Lawrence,  were  in 
many  respects  similar,  yet  there  were  some 
points  of  difference  in  them  which  rendered  it 
inexpedient  to  blend  them  together. 

Mr.  Cambeeleno,  of  New  York,  disclaiming 
all  opposition  to  the  object  of  the  resolution,  an 
object  in  which  he  feelingly  and  fully  concurred, 
was  of  opinion  that  the  cases  of  Mrs.  Lawrence 
and  Mrs.  Perry  might  better  have  a  separate 
.  consideration.  The  case  of  Mrs.  Perry  required 
a  distinct  act  of  legislation — that  of  Mrs.  Law- 
rence did  not,  being  one  of  a  class  of  cases  here- 
tofore regularly  provided  for  by  law,  her  hus- 
band having  fallen  in  battle.  But  it  should  be 
remembered  that,  through  some  inadvertence, 
the  act,  providing  pensions  for  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  naval  officers  killed  in  battle,  was 
omitted  to  be  revived  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  previous  to  which  it  had  expired. 
The  fund  from  which  that  relief  was  dispensed 
was  a  sacred  one ;  it  had  been  raised  out  of  the 
Navy  itself,  and  it  should  ever  be  held  sacred 
to  the  object  for  which  it  was  raised.  He  in- 
tended, on  Monday,  to  move  for  a  revival  of  the 
act,  and  if,  as  he  trusted,  it  should  be  revived, 
he  cherished  a  strong  hope  that  the  Committee 
of  Claims  would  put  the  venerable  lady  who 
was  the  subject  of  the  present  resolution,  also, 
on  the  pension  list.  The  fund  was  ample  to 
embrace  both  classes  of  cases. 

The  resolution  was  adopted ;  and  the  House 
adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  December  8. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  John  Heekimee, 
from  the  State  of  New  York,  appeared,  pro- 


duced his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took- 
his  seat. 

Gabeiel  Biohaed  also  appeared,  produced 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat 
as  the  delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 

Quapa/u,  Indians. 
Mr.  CoNWAT  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas, 
praying  that  an  appropriation  may  be  made  for 
the  purpose  of  extinguishing  the  title  of  the 
Quapau  tribe  of  Indians  to  certain  lands  in  that 
Territory. — Beferred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

Uelief  of  Vice  Prenident  TorripKm. 
A  Message  was  received  from  the  PEEsroENT 
OF  THE  United  States,  which  was  read,  and  is 
as  follows : 

To  the  Home  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 
By  an  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  it  was 
made  the  duty  of  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  adjust  and  settle  the  accounts  of  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins,  late  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
on  principles  of  equity  and  justice,  subject  to  the  re- 
vision and  final  decision  of  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  The  accounting  officers  have,  in  compli- 
ance with  this  act,  reported  to  me  a  balance  gf  thirty- 
five  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety  dollars,  in  favor 
of  Governor  Tompkins,  which  report  I  have  had  under 
consideration,  together  with  his  claim  to  an  additional 
allowance,  and  should  have  decided  on  the  same  be- 
fore the  present  time,  had  I  not  delayed  my  decimon 
at  his  request.  From  the  view  which  I  have  taken  of 
the  subject,  I  am  satisfied,  considering  all  the  circnm- 
stances  of  the  case,  that  a  larger  sum  ought  to  he 
allowed  him  than  that  reported  by  the  acconnting 
officers  of  the  Treasury.  No  appropriation,  however, 
having  been  made  by  the  act,  and  it  appearing,  by  re- 
cent information  from  him,  that  the  sum  reported 
would  afford  him  an  essential  accommodation  at  this 
time,  the  subject  is  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
Congress,  with  a  view  to  that  object. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Washington  Crrr,  Dec.  7,  1823. 

Commissioner  to  Oreece. 
Mr.  Webstee,  of  Massachusetts,  submitted, 
for  consideration,  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made,  by  la;w, 
for  defraying  the  expense  incident  to  the  appointment 
of  an  agent,  or  commissioner,  to  Greece,  whenever  the 
President  diall  deem  it  expedient  to  make  such  ap- 
pointment. 

In  offering  the  resolution,  Mr.  "Webstbe 
stated,  it  was  far  from  being  his  wish,  in  any 
manner,  to  commit  the  House  in  this  or  any  of 
the  political  contests  of  Europe ;  but  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  having,  in  his  Mes- 
sage to  Congress,  not  only  expressed  a  belief 
that  the  Greek  nation,  in  its  present  struggle 
with  its  oppressors,  had  the  good  wishes  of  the 
whole  civilized  world,  but  also  advanced  the 
opinion  that  the  Turkish  dominion  over  that 
country  was  lost  forever ;  he  thought  that,  if 
such  were  the  fact,  it  was  important  that  Con- 
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gress  should  act  upon  the  subject.  The  United 
States,  he  said,  had  diverse  interests  in  the 
Mediterranean,which  might  be  seriously  affected, 
more  or  less,  'by  the  course  of  events  in  that 
quarter.  The  main  object  he  had  in  view,  he 
confessed,  was  to  obtain  from  this  House  an  ex- 
pression, responsive  to  the  sentiment  of  the 
Message,  in  reference  to  the  sacrifices  and  suf- 
ferings of  that  heroic  people — sacrifices  and 
sufferings  which  ought  to  excite  the  Sympathy 
of  every  liberal-minded  man  in  Europe  as  well 
as  in  this  country.  But,  whatever  might  be 
the  case  with  other  nations,  we  certainly  ought 
not  to  be  restrained  from  expressing,  with  free- 
dom, what  are  our  views  in  relation  to  the 
Greek  cause,  so  far  as  it  may  be  done  without 
committing  ourselves  in  the  contest.  And  he 
really  did  hope  that  we  should  show  to  the 
world,  that  there  is,  at  least,  one  Government 
which  does  entertain  a  proper  view  of  that 
barbarous  despotism  which,  under  the  eyes  of 
Europe,  has  been  permitted,  by  a  system  of  the 
foulest  atrocity,  to  attempt  to  crush  an  interest- 
ing Christian  nation.  He  did  not  desire  that  the 
resolution  should  be  at  present  acted  upon,  but 
simply  that  it  lie  on  the  table  for  the  considera- 
tion and  deliberate  reflection  of  this  House. 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table,  accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Webstbe's  motion,  in  preference  to 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Foote,  to  refer  it  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  of  Mr.  Faeeellt,  to  refer  it  to  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Eelations. 


Tuesday,  December  9. 
Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  the  State 
of  Maine,  Stephen  Longfellow  ;  and  from  the 
State  of  Virginia,  Willlam  C.  Kives,  appeared, 
were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Petition  of  the  Dwagliter  of  General  St.  Clair. 
Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  petition  of  Eliza 
Dill,  one  of  the  daughters  of  the  late  Major  Gen- 
eral Arthur  St.  Clair,  of  the  Revolutionary 
army,  on  behalf  of  herself  and  sisters,  praying 
to  be  allowed  and  paid  the  amount  which  she 
conceives  to  be  equitably  and  justly  due  to  the 
estate  of  her  deceased  father,  on  account  of 
personal  services  rendered,  and  advances  made 
for  the  public  account,  in  the  war  of  the  Eevo- 
lution. 


"Wednesday,  December  10. 

Petition  of  the  Society  of  Friends  in  favor  of 

Slcme  Marriageg. 

Mr.  Long  presented  a  memorial  adopted  at  a 
yearly  meeting  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  held 
at  Ifew  Garden,  in  Guilford  County,  North  Caro- 
lina, on  the  6th  of  November,  1823,  representing 
that  they  hold  the  marriage  covenant  the 
highest  civil  engagement  amongst  men ;  that  it 
ought  to  be  held  sacred  and  inviolable;  not- 
withstanding which,  the  masters  of  slaves  are 
tolerated,  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  in  breaking 


this  most  solemn  contract,  by  separating  hus- 
bands and  wives ;  and  praying  Congress  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  may  be  best  calculated  to 
meliorate  the  condition  of  slaves  within  its 
jurisdiction,  at  least  within  the  District  of 
Columbia ;  which  memorial  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ross,  the  petition  of  the 
administrators  on  the  estate  of  tfohn  H.  Piatt, 
late  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  deceased,  presented 
on  the  31st  December,  1822,  together  with  the 
report  of  the  select  cojamittee,  made  thereon, 
on  the  3d  of  March  last,  was  refeiTed  to  a  select 
committee;  and  Messrs.  Ross,  Mallaey,  Jen- 
kins, Longfellow,  McCoy,  Vinton,  and  Foote, 
of  New  York,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Road  in  the  Territory  of  ArhmBos. 
Mr.  Conway  presented  a  memorjal  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas, 
praying  that  provision  may  be  made  for  open- 
ing a  public  road  from  the  town  of  Memphis,  or 
Lower  Chickasaw  Bluffs,  on  the  Mississippi,  to 
Little  Rock,  the  seat  of  government  in  said  Ter- 
ritory; which  memorial  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Two  Boads  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  McCall,  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  opening  a  road  in  the 
most  direct  and  practicable  route  from  Pensa- 
cola  to  St.  Augustine ;  and  further,  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  opening  a  road  from  St. 
Mark's  to  Cape  Sable,  in  the  Territory  of 
Florida. 


Thtiesday,  December  11. 
The  Carver's  Orawt, 
Mr.  Tyson  presented  a  memorial  of  James  L. 
Bell,  and  others,  composing  the  Mississippi 
Land  Company  of  New  York,  setting  forth,  that, 
at  very  great  expense,  they  have  acquired  the 
title  to  Si.  that  tract  of  land  situated  in  the 
Northwestern  Territory,  commonly  called  "  Car- 
ver's Grant ; "  lying  on  the  east  bank  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  at  the  Falls  of  Saint  Anthony, 
and  praying  that  their  title  to  said  land  may  be 
confirmed ;  which  memorial  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Delegate  from  Michigan — Election  Contested  on 
the  Ground  of  Want  of  Citizenship  of  the 
United  States  and  a  Year's  Residence  in  the 
Territory. 

Mr.  SooTT  presented  a  petition  of  John  Bid- 
die,  praying  that  the  election  and  return  of 
Gabriel  Richard,  as  the  delegate,  in  this  House, 
for  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  may  be  set  aside 
and  his  seat  vacated,  on  the  ground  that  said 
Richard  was  not,  at  the  time  of  his  election,  nor 
is  he  yet,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  he  hpd  not  resided  one  year  in  said  Terri- 
tory, in  the  character  of  a  citizen,  previous  to 
the  election ;  which  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections. 
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Decisiom  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
Mr.  Teimblb,  in  oflfering  to  the  House  the 
following  resolution,  said  it  was  well  known 
that  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  sometimes  are  not  puhlished  until 
twelve  or  fifteen  months  after  their  rendition. 
He  did  not  complain  of  this  under  the  present 
system ;  but  his  object  was  to  insure  an  earlier 
publication  of  the  reports.  He  thought  that 
those  who  are  interested  in  the  principles  decid- 
ed, should  not  be  left  so  long  ignorant  of  what 
those  decisions  were.  To  remedy  this -defect, 
he  proposed  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciaiy  be 
instructed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and  what,  provision 
ought  to  be  made  by  law,  to  insure  a  more  speedy 
publication  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr,  Plumbe,  of  New  Hampshire,  said  he 
could  have  no  possible  objection  to  the  inquiry, 
but  the  fact  is,  that  the  existing  law  allows  nine 
months  for  the  completion  of  the  publication, 
and  that  the  time  taken  for  that  work  had  nev- 
er, he  believed,  exceeded  six  months. 

Mr,  Teimblb  said  he  was  sure  that  the  gen- 
tleman could  have  no  objection  to  the  inquiry. 
He  thought  it  pretty  obvious  that  those  decisions 
might  be  published  in  two  weeks,  or,  at  all 
events,  in  three  weeks.  Now,  I  think,  said  Mr. 
T.,  that  the  people  are  entitled  to  know  what 
the  constitution  is  when  a  construction  is  given 
to  it.  At  all  events,  the  subject  was  worth  in- 
quiring into.  He  was  sure  that  the  inquiry 
could  do  no  harm.  He  did  not  believe  it  was 
necessary  to  wait  nine  months  for  the  reports, 
with  no  other  view  but  to  make  it  a  profitable 
business  to  the  reporter. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to  without 
opposition. 

Accounts  of  Daniel  B.  Tompkins. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  biU  appropriating  a 
certain  sum  of  money  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 
D.  Tompkins. 

The  bill  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Cooke  rose  and  moved  to  strike  out  the 
enacting  clause  of  the  bill.  He  made  this  mo- 
tion because  the  House  were  told,  as  the  ground 
on  which  the  act  of  the  last  session  was  passed, 
that  there  was  a  balance  reported  against  the 
Vice  President;  that  his  services  had  been 
great ;  and  that  his  situation  was  then  such  that 
it  was  not  possible  for  him  to  pay  the  amount 
claimed  of  him.  I  was  astonished  (said  Mr. 
0.)  when  I  saw  the  report  published,  that  a 
large  balance  was  due  by  him  to  the  Govern- 
ment, knowing  it  to  have  been  admitted  at  the 
last  session  that  there  was  no  balance  due  to 
him.  A  similar  case  was  brought  before  this 
House  some  years  ago  in  the  case  of  John  H. 
Piatt.  We  were  told  that  he  had  rendered 
essential  services  to  the  Government ;  that  he 
was  insolvent,  and  that  nothing  could  be  got 
from  him.    In  the  same  manner,  after  a  law 


had  passed  in  his  favor,  there  was  a  report  that 
there  was  a  large  sum  of  money  due  to  this  in- 
dividual ;  but  the  House  refused  to  appropriate 
it.  And,  Mr.  0.  said,  before  he  could  vote  for 
this  bill,  he  must  be  convinced  that  the  money 
was  really  due  to  Mr.  Tompkins.  He  should 
like  to  know,  he  said,  upon  what  vouchers  a  re- 
port of  this  sort  had  been  made.  We  are  told 
by  the  President's  Message,  moreover,  that  thb 
is  not  all  the  money  that  wiU  be  claimed  in  this 
case ;  and  pass  this  bill,  said  Mr.  C,  and  prob- 
ably, before  the  Christmas  holidays,  we  shall 
have  another  call  upon  us  to  appropriate,  I  am 
told,  upwards  of  a  hundred  thousand  doUars 
for  the  same  purpose.  It  does  seem  strange  to 
me,  that  those  who  are  intrusted  only  with  the 
disbursement  of  public  money,  should  expend 
their  own  funds  to  the  large  amount  of  a  hun- 
dred or  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
It  is  not  usual  for  them  to  do  so.  And  when 
we  see  a  claim  of  this  sort,  which  has  lain  dor- 
mant for  a  number  of  years,  brought  forward 
after  all  the  circumstances  of  it  are  forgotten, 
we  should  have  some  proof  exhibited  to  this 
House  in  support  of  it,  before  we  put  our 
hand  into  the  public  purse  and  take  out  the 
money  of  the  people  to  pay  it.  I  make  these 
objections  to  ascertain  whether  the  House  will, 
without  further  information,  vote  away  this 
sum  of  money,  especially  when  they  know  that 
a  much  larger  sum  of  money  will  he  hereafter 
demanded  of  them  on  the  same  plea  as  this. 

Mr.  Cambeeleng  said  he  had  not  anticipated, 
after  the  documentary  evidence  which  had  been 
laid  upon  the  table,  that  any  gentleman,  who 
had  been  a  member  of  the  last  Congress,  could 
have  raised  an  objection  to  this  bill.  He,  how- 
ever, attributed  the  opposition  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  to  one  of  the  best  motives 
which  could  find  a  place  in  the  bosom  of  any 
legislator — ^to  a  sense  of  the  duty  of  examining 
with  vigilance  the  merits  of  every  appropria- 
tion which  comes  before  him.  At  the  last  ses- 
sion, said  Mr.  C,  we  passed  a  law  directing  the 
accounting  oflScer  of  the  Treasury  to  adjust  the 
accounts  of  the  Vice  President,  upon  the  prin- 
ciples of  justice  and  equity.  They  have  dis- 
charged this  duty;  and  I  wiU.  advert  to  the  cir- 
cumstance, that  the  accounts  have  passed  under 
the  scrutiny  of  the  best  accounting  oflBcer  of 
the  Government — ^I  mean  Mr.  Hagner,  whose 
assiduity  and  seVere  justice  the  gentieman  from 
Tennessee  understands  as  well  as  I  do.  In 
reference  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Piatt,  to  vrhich  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  adverted,  Mr. 
0.  said  he  had  supposed  that  with  his  well- 
known  sagacity,  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
would  have  been  able  to  discern  the  distinction 
between  the  present  case  and  that  of  Mr.  Piatt, 
and  explain  to  him  the  ground  of  the  objection 
to  making  an  appropriation  in  the  latter  case. 
In  that  case,  Mr.  Cutts,  the  Comptroller,  award- 
ed a  balance  of  $60,000  in  favor  of  Mr.  Piatt; 
and  Mr.  Hagner  a  balance  of  $40,000  against 
him.  Thus,  when  the  House  was  called  upon 
to  appropriate  money  for  the  payment  of  the 
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claim,  it  declined  doing  it  because  of  the  want 
of  harmony  between  the  decisions  of  the  two 
accounting  officers.  But,  in  the  present  case, 
there  is  no  want  of  harmony ;  the  amount  in 
this  case  is  clearly  due  from  the  United  States, 
by  the  decision  of  all  branches  of  the  Govern- 
ment. "We  have  knowledge  that  the  jury, 
which  attentively  examined  this  case,  awai-ded 
to  Mr.  Tompkins  a  much  larger  sum.  The 
award  of  the  Third  Auditor  has  fallen  far  short 
of  the  amount  claimed,  and  the  President,  ap- 
proving the  award  as  far  as  it  goes,  reserved 
his  decision  as  to  the  remainder.  When  that 
decision,  which  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
looked  forward  to  with  so  much  alarm,  should 
be  made,  Mr.  0.  said  he  should  be  ready  to 
meet  the  gentleman  on  any  ground.  I  might, 
said  he,  attempt  to  attract  the  sympathy  of  this 
House  on  this  occasion;  but  I  will  not  do  it. 
It  wUl  be  time  enough  to  speak  of  the  distin- 
guished services  of  Mr.  Tompkins  when  the  oc- 
OEision  comes,  as  I  presume  it  wUl,  for  discuss- 
ing the  propriety  of  allowing  a  further  amount. 
"We  are  now,  however,  called  upon  to  act  clearly 
within  the  principle  of  the  law  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, the  amount  asked  being  a  balance  actu- 
ally reported  by  the  accounting  officers,  to  be 
due  to  the  Vice  President. 

Mr.  MoLane,  of  Delaware,  rose  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  a  few  of  the  facts  of 
this  case.  The  opposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  was  not  a  matter  of  surprise, 
.  when  the'  House  considered  the  ground  of  it. 
But  how  was  the  fact  ?  This  was  not  the  case 
of  an  individual,  asking  of  the  House  a  gratu- 
ity or  unauthorized  allowance,  but  asking  of 
them  to  do  what  the  Congress  was  already 
pledged  to  do.  Under  these  circumstances,  it 
was  at  least  to  be  expected  that  the  friends  of 
the  bill  should  not  be  met  by  general  surmises 
as  to  the  state  of  the  accounts  of  the  person  in 
question.  The  services  of  the  individual,  whose 
claim  was  now  under  consideration,  could  not 
be  unknown  to  any  gentleman  here.  "We  all 
know  his  services,  said  Mr.  MoL.,  which,  at  a 
very  dark  and  gloomy  period,  were  exceedingly 
patriotic,  important  to  his  country,  and  disin- 
terested. "We  all  know  that,  at  a  moment  when 
others  were  husbanding  their  funds,  or  dealing 
them  out  with  a  very  scanty  hand,  this  man 
risked  every  thing  for  the  public  cause,  and 
staked  his  private  fortune  in  its  support.  It  is 
to  services  thus  rendered,  that  his  present  em- 
barrassments may  be  traced.  In  consequence  of 
them,  he  now  calls  on  his  country,  not  for 
charity,  but  for  justice.  It  is  known  to  every- 
body that  these  accounts  of  his  have  remained 
suspended  for  a  number  of  years ;  that  the 
amount  of  his  claim  was  much  larger  than  in 
these  years  the  Government  was  at  any  time 
willing  to  allow.  The  Government  assumed 
one  principle  as  the  basis  of  settlement — ^he  an- 
other. According  to  his  statement  of  his  case, 
a  much  larger  credit  was  due  than  the  Govern- 
ment was  willing  to  give  him.  On  suit  being 
commenced  by  the  United  States,  for  the  bal- 


ance alleged  to  be  due  by  him,  a  jury  of  his 
country  awarded  a  balance  of  account  in  his 
favor  to  the  amount  of  $139,000.  Under  these 
circumstances,  he  comes  to  Congress.  They 
take  his  case  into  consideration,  and  what  do 
they  do  ?  They  provided  for  his  relief  by  the 
act  of  the  last  session,  in  the  following  words : 

^^Resolved  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Sepresenta- 
tives  of  the  .United  States  of  AmencOj  m  Congress 
assembled,  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  iereby,  aathorized  to  ad- 
just and  settle  the  aocountTand  claims  of  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins,  late  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
on  principles  of  equity  and  justice,  subject  to  the 
revision  and  final  decision  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States." 

Congress  then  referred  the  adjustment  of  his 
accounts  to  the  officers  of  the  Treasury,  and 
imposed  a  further  check  on  them  by  calling  in 
the  ultimate  decision  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  They  authorized  the  settlement 
of  his  accounts,  upon  the  principles  of  equity 
and  justice.  "We  are  not  here  to  examine  what 
were  the  motives  of  every  individual  who 
voted  in  favor  of  the  act  of  the  last  session,  but 
we  are  to  take  the  law  as  it  is.  But,  for  one, 
said  Mr.  MoLane,  I  am  free  to  say  thW,  if  the 
gentleman  limited  his  views  of  equity  and  jus- 
tice to  the  affair  of  profit  and  loss — to  the  mat' 
ter  of  balancing  the  account,  his  views  were 
not  the  same  as  mine.  "Would  the  honorable 
gentleman  say  whUst,  on  the  one  hand,  he 
would  allow  the  account  to  be  balanced,  he 
would  not,  on  the  other,  pay  any  balance  which 
might  appear  to  be  justly  due  to  this  individ- 
ual ?  That,  if  he  should  appear  to  be  indebted 
to  the  United  States,  we  should  pursue  him, 
made  poor  in  public  service,  with  the  hard 
hand  of  strict  justice ;  but  that,  if  the  United 
States  were  found  indebted  to  him,  they  should, 
with  their  abundant  Treasury,  not  pay  to  him 
what  is  justly  due  ?  Congress  could  have  had 
no  other  intention  in  the  law  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, Mr.  McL.  said,  than  that  if  a  balance 
should  be  found  to  be  due  to  Mr.  Tompkins,  it 
should  be  paid  to  him.  Under  the  authority  of 
our  law,  these  accounts  have  been  settled :  the 
President  has  revised  the  settlement,  and,  in 
his  opinion^  a  larger  balance  is  due  than  has 
been  allowed  by  the  accounting  officers.  This 
bill  goes  no  further  than  to  give  the  sum  which 
is  certainly  due,  reserving  the  balance  of  the 
accounts  for  further  investigation.  No  weight, 
Mr.  McL.  hoped,  would  be  given  to  the  consid- 
eration that,  hereafter,  more  might  be  found  to 
be  due  to  the  individual  concerned  than  was 
now  proposed  to  be  granted  to  him.  For  my- 
self, said  he,  I  am  free  to  declare,  that  if  the  ac- 
counting officer  under  the  direction  of  the  Pres- 
ident, should  iind  an  amount  due  to  him  equal 
to  the  amount  of  the  verdict  of  the  New  York 
jury,  I,  for  one,  would  freely  vote  it  to  him. 

Mr.  Clat  (the  Speaker)  tien  rose  and  said, 
that,  to  him,  it  appeared  that  the  considerations 
urged  by  th®  gentleman  from  Tennessee  would 
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have'  been  in  their  proper  place,  if  urged  at  the 
last  seBsion,  but  were  certainly  out  of  place 
at  this  time,  when  we  are  called  upon,   not 
to   investigate  a  new  claim,  but  to  redeem 
the  pledged  faith  of  the  public.      On   such 
a  question,  it  was  entirely    unnecessary  for 
the  friends  of  the  Vice  President  to  refer  to 
the  public  services,  eminent  as  they  had  been, 
of  the    distinguished   gentleman   in    question. 
This  was  not  a  fit  occasion  to  introduce  them. 
If  the  claimant  were  the  meanest    and    the 
most  obscure  individual  in  society,  the  House 
were  equally  bound  to  pass  that  bill.    For, 
what  was  it?      The    accounts    to   which    it 
refers  had  long  been  pressing  on  the  public 
for    liquidation;     they    had   at    length    been 
brought  before  this  House ;   and,  after  delib- 
erate consideration,  an  act  is  passed  for  their 
final  settlement.     The  accounts  were   quietly 
examined  and  liquidated  by    the   accounting 
oflSoer.     But,   mark  the  precaution  by  which 
that  act  is    characterized!      Not    only    were 
those  accounts  to  be  submitted  to  the  severe 
scrutiny  of  the  most  rigid  oflScer  of  this  Govern- 
ment— an   ofiBcer   whose  scrupulous  accuracy 
in  the  admission  of  accounts  against  the  Govern- 
ment is  as  deservedly  approved  as  it  is  uni- 
versally "known ;     but,    after    they    had    gone 
through    the   crucible,    after    they  had  been 
subjected  to  all  the  jealous  scrutiny  of  this 
vigilant  officer,   they  are  to  be  submitted  to 
the  President  for  revisal.    The  President  re- 
vises them,  and  then  he  sends  to  this  House 
a  Message,   in    which  he  declares,   not    only 
that  he  is  satisfied  that  this  balance  is  justly 
due,   but  that  much   more    is    due    to    him. 
Under    such    circumstances,    all  that  is  now 
asked  is,   that  we  shall  pay  so  much   as  has 
been  thus  ascertained    to  be  due.     It  is,   in 
fact,  to  do  nothing  more  than  supply  the  defect 
of  the  act  of  the  last  Congress,  in  which,  by 
some    omission,    no    appropriation    had    been 
made  to  meet  the  balance,  if,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  that  act,  a  balance  should  have 
been  ascertained  to  be  due  to  Mr.  Tompkins. 
Now,  what  does  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
tell  us?      He  wishes  to  know  the  ground  of 
the  settlement.    He  wants,  in  short,  to  settle 
this  account  himself — to  see  the  basis  on  which 
the    officers    of   the    Treasury    proceeded    in 
coming    to    the    decision    which    they    have 
laid  before  the  President.    This,  Mr.  0.  said, 
might  have  been  proper  when  the  subject  was 
under  consideration  at  the  last  session ;    but 
Congress  had  committed    the   liquidation    of 
these  accounts  to  another  tribunal.     It  had 
committed  it  to  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
Government,  gentlemen  whose  chai-acters  were 
unimpeached,  and  on  whose  accuracy,  in  this 
settlement,  no  reflections  had  been  oast.     The 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  whose  vigilance  over 
the  Treasury  was  the  admiration  of  the  country 
and  of  the  House,  should  have  reserved  the 
remarks  with  which  he  had  favored  the  House, 
until  the  time  when  a  final  settlement  of  the 
demands  of  the  Vice  President  on  this  Govern- 


ment is  called  up  in  this  House ;  but  now, 
when  the  sum  reported  is  incontestable,  when 
all  the  guards  of  the  Treasury  unite  in  de- 
claring it  justly  due,  when  all  that  is  asked 
ii}  to  supply  a  deficiency  in  the  law  of  the  last 
session,  those  remarks,  however  eloquent, 
would,  he  trusted,  have  no  weight. 

Mr.  LivEEMOEE  said  that  he  was  opposed 
to  the  appropriation,  and  of  course  in  favor  of 
the  amendment  proposed.  He  had  great 
respect  for  the  individual  concerned — no  man 
cherished  a  higher  opinion  of  his  services; 
but  the  House  was  now  called  upon  to  decide 
a  great  question.  The  act  of  the  last  session 
empowered  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  to 
settle  this  account.  The  account  was  not 
settled — the  President's  Message  expressly  de- 
clares it  remains  unsettled.  He  has  to  be 
sure  partially  examined  it,  but  that  is  all. 
Mr.  L.  said  he  was  willing  to  pay  as  much 
respect  to  Executive  recommendations  as  any 
man,  but  he  wanted  to  see  what  was  due.  To 
use  a  familiar  phrase,  he  did  not  like  entering- 
wedges.  Congress  had  been  led  on  in  this  way 
on  other  occasions.  In  the  case  of  the  Cum- 
berland road,  for  instance,  the  sum  asked  was 
small  at  first,  but  it  grew  larger  and  still  larger, 
until,  at  length,  it  became  intolerable;  and 
Congress  woulJl  vote  no  more  for  it.  If  he 
were  sure  the  appropriations  for  the  Vice 
President  were  to  end  here,  he  would  vote  the 
sum  at  once,  but  the  House  were  threatened 
with  a  claim  for  other  and  largei"  amounts.  . 
The  settlement  had  been  delayed  at  the 
request  of  the  claimant  himself.  He  did 
not  like  to  be  led  on  blindfold,  and  wished 
to  know  at  once  how  far  he  was  to  go. 

Mr.  Teimble  said  that  he  beheved  his 
worthy  fi-iend  from  New  Hampshire  was 
under  some  mistake  in  his  conception  of  this 
subject.  In  ordinary  cases  of  this  description, 
a  fund  was  provided  out  of  which  the  public 
creditor,  if  his  demand  was  just,  and  the 
documents  in  proof  of  it  were  regular  and 
sufficient,  received  his  due  without  further 
difficulty.  But,  if  it  should  happen  that  his 
vouchers,  though  substantially  evincing  the 
justice  of  the  demand,  were  wanting  in  due 
form,  or  were  of  a  kind  not  admitted  in 
settlement  by  Treasury  rule,  then  an  appli- 
cation to  Congress  was  necessary,  and  Con- 
gress, when  they  knew  such  to  be  the  fact, 
would  order  the  account  to  be  settled  on 
principles  of,  equity  and  justice;  that  is,  as  he 
understood  it,  without  excluding  valid  evi- 
dence though  of  an  informal  or  irregular  sort. 
This  was  a  matter  of  every  day  occurrence. 
The  case  of  Mr.  Tompkins  was  one  of  this 
description;  there  were  informal  vouchers 
held  by  the  claimant,  which  showed  him  to 
be  justly  entitled  to  what  he  claimed,  and 
the  question  was  not,  now,  whether  the  gentle- 
men from  Tennessee  and  New  Hampshire  were 
to  audit  those  vouchers;  they  had  already 
been  audited;  but,  by  some  omission,  for 
which  he  was  at  a  loss  to   account,  there 
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was  no  appropriation  in  the  bill  to  meet  the 
result  of  such  settlement.  The  claim  had,  at 
the  last  session,  been  submitted  to  a  committee, 
of  which  he  had  the  honor  to  be  a  member,  and 
he  saw  gentlemen  near  him  who  had  been  his 
companions  in  the  same  service.  It  had  been 
carefully  examined,  and  afterwards  by  law 
submitted  to  the  Treasury  officers.  Those 
officers  have  reported  that  this  balance  is  due. 
Now,  I  pray  you,  said  Mr.  T.,  when  the 
account  has,  thus  far,  been  settled;  why  is 
it  not  to  be  paid  ?  The  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire  had  insisted  that  nothing  should 
be  paid  until  we  knew  the  whole  that  we  had 
to  pay.  But  what  would  he  say  to  a  pay- 
master, for  instance,  who  held  a  large  amount 
of  Government  money — acknowledged  himself 
to  hold  it — acknowledged  it  to  be  due— but 
who,  having  other  accounts  unsettled  at  the 
Treasury,  should  say  to  the  Government,  I  owe 
you  this  balance,  clear  of  all  demands,  but  my 
other  account  is  not  settled,  and  I  will  not  pay 
a  dollar  of  what  I  owe  you  until  I  know 
all  that  I  must  pay  on  the  final  settlement? 
He  believed  the  gentleman  would  call  such  a 
paymaster  a  dishonest  man.  But  why  is 
Government  to  be  bound  by  different  rules  in 
paying  its  debts  from  those  which  bind  an 
honest  man  ? 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill,  and  decided  in 
the  negative,  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  -OocKE  then  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  the  object  of  which  was  to  declare  that 
the  amount  now  appropriated  should  be  in  full 
of  the  claim  of  Mr.  Tompkins. 

The  amendment  was  also  negatived,  by  a 
decided  majority;  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to- 
morrow. 


Feidat,  December  12. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, loHABOD  Baetlett,  appeared,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat. 

Chaplain  to  the  House. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  elected  the  Kev. 
■William    Statjohton  a  Chaplain  to  Congress, 
on  their  part,  during  the  present  session. 

County  Seats  in  Ar/kansas  Territory. 
Mr.  OoNWAY  presented  a  petition  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas, 
praying  that  a  quarter  section  of  land  may  be 
granted  to  each  of  the  counties  of  Hempsted, 
Miller,  and  Crawford;  to  be  improved  and 
occupied  as  the  seats  of  justice  of  the  said 
counties.  Eeferred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Naval  Peace  Establishment. 
Mr.  Fuller  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, viz : 
Mesolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 


he  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House  a  plan 
for  a  Peace  Establishment  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 

States. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  one  day,  under  the  rule. 


Monday,  December  15. 
Another  member,   to  wit,    from    Virginia, 
BuEWKLL    Bassbtt,    appeared,   produced   his 
credentials,     was     qualified,     and    took     his 
seat. 

Naval  Officers  —  Ii^uiry  into  their  actual 
service  at  sea. 

Mr.  Meeoee  presented  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  lies  one  day  of  com-se : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be 
directed  to  transmit  to  this  Honse  a  list  of  the 
officers  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  denoting 
the  periods  of  their  admission  into  the  public  service, 
the  dates  of  their  present  commissions,  and  the  time 
of  their  actual  service  at  sea  since  the  1st  of  January, 
1815. 


Tuesday,  December  16. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  New  Tork, 
Albeet  H.  Teaoy,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat. 

Grants  of  Land  for  EdiuMtion. 
Mr.  Kent  moved  that  the  House  do  come  to 
the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  making  such  an  appropri- 
ation of  the  public  lands  to  the  purposes  of  education, 
in  those  States  to  which  no  grants  have  yet  been 
made,  as  will  correspond,  in  a  just  proportion, 
with  the  appropriations  which  may  have  been 
made  heretofore,  in  favor  of  those  States;  and 
that  said  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Kent  said,  he  offered  the  resolution  just 
read,  not  only  from  the  importance  of  the 
object  embraced  by  it,  but  because  certain 
resolutions  which  had  passed  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  which  he  was  a  representative,  had 
been  presented  to  the  last  Congress,  and  not 
finally  acted  on.  His  object  in  calling  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  resolution  at  this 
time,  was,  to  obtain  their  decision  on  it,  if 
favorable,  that  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  those 
States  equdly  interested  with  her,  might  derive 
the  contemplated  advantages  from  it;  but  if, 
contrary  to  their  just  expectations,  the  decision 
should  be  unfavorable,  that  they  might  turn 
their  attention  to  some  other  source  for  the 
promotion  of  the  important  purposes  of  edu- 
cation. He  would  mention,  for  the  information 
of  the  House,  that  Maryland  was  not  singular 
in  adopting  the  principle  contained  in  the 
resolution ;  that  it  had  received,  after  a  deliberate 
examination,  the  approbation  of  the  Legislatures 
of  several  of  the  States — the  disapprobation  of 
but  few.  Mr.  K.  hoped  the  resolution  would 
be  adopted,  that  the  subject  might  be  fully 
examined. 
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The  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the  resolve, 

Mr.  Rankin  observed,  that  a  similar  propo- 
sition to  that  now  offered  had  been  brought 
forward  by  the  gentleman  from  Maiyland,  at 
a  former  session  of  Congress ;  and  he  regretted 
that  it  had  not,  now,  been  thrown  into  the 
same  form  as  when  before  offered.  It  was 
then  presented  in  an  affirmative  shape,  which 
afforded  facility  for  a  more  direct  and  immediate 
discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  proposition  by 
the  House.  He  was  oppwed  to  the  reference 
of  this  inquiry  to  a  select  committee,  if  it  went 
to  a  committee  at  all ;  not  on  any  special,  but 
on  a  general  principle.  It  was  the  well-known 
and  universal  usage,  in  appointing  select  com- 
mittees, to  compose  them  of  the  known  friends 
of  the  measures  proposed ;  in  consequence  of 
which  only  an  ex  parte  view  of  subjects  was 
presented  to  the  House  in  the  reports  of  the 
committees,  and  time  was  consumed  in  obtain- 
ing, by  discussion,  the  views  of  gentlemen  of 
the  opposite  opinion.  But,  a  standing  com- 
mittee was  a  sort  of  general  tribunal,  composed 
neither  of  the  friends  nor  the  opposers  of  any 
particular  measures — such  a  committee  was 
likely  to  present  a  more  general  view  of  sub- 
jects committed  to  their  consideration,  than  a 
select  committee;  and,  should  they  report 
against  any  particular  measure,  its  advocates 
had  still  their  appeal  to  the  House,  and  fuU 
liberty  to  discuss  its  merits.  He  thought  the 
subject  of  the  resolution  had  better  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands — not  because 
he  happened  personally  to  be  connected  with 
that  committee,  but  because  the  nature  of  the 
object  embraced  by  the  resolution  seemed  nat- 
urally to  belong  to  it. 

Mr.  Jbnotngs  said,  he  apprehended  the  reso- 
lution was  not  very  well  understood  by  the 
House.  It  certainly  was  not  by  him,  judg- 
ing from  the  remarks  which  had  been  made 
upon  it.  For  further  examination  of  it, 
he  moved  that  the  resolve  lie  on  the  table,  and 
be  printed. 

Which  motion  was  agreed  to. 


Wednesday,  December  17. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Pennsylvania, 
Henet  Wilson,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat. 

Cwilizaiion  and  Education  of  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Hemphill  presented  a  memorial  of  a 
meeting  of  the  Synod  of  Philadelphia,  embracing 
the  Presbyterian  Churches  in  the  southwestern 
part  of  New  Jersey,  the  Eastern  District  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Dela- 
ware, a;id  the  District  of  Columbia,  convened  at 
Georgetown,  in  said  District,  in  October,  1823, 
praying  for  an  increase  of  the  annual  appro- 
priation for  civilizing  the  Indian  tribes  and 
introducing  the  knowledge  of  letters  among 
them ;  which  memorial  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 


Thubsdat,  December  18. 
Three  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Louis- 
iana, Hbney  H.  Gitelbt  and  Edwaed  Living- 
ston ;  and  from  New  York,  John  J.  MoEaAS, 
appeared,  were  qualified,  and  took  their 
seats. 


Feidat,  December  19. 
Widow  of  Captain  Lamrenee. 
Mr.  Ceowninshield,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Julia  Lawrence,  widow  of  Captain  James  Law- 
rence, deceased,  late  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  accompanied  by  a  bUl  further  extending 
the  term  of  half-pay  pensions  to  the  widows  and 
children  of  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  who 
died  in  the  public  service  ;  which  biU  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 


Monday,  December  22. 
Dry    TortugoB — Abaco — Role  in  the    Wall- 
Bahama     Banks  —  Light-houses,    Beacons, 
Buoys,  Floating-lights. 
Mr.   LrviNGeTON    laid    the    following   reso- 
lutions on  the  table  for  consideration  on  to- 
morrow, viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasniy  be 
directed  to  report  what  progress  has  been  made  in 
erecting  light-honses  on  the  Dry  Tortngas,  and  at  or 
near  Cape  Florida  ;  and  that  he  also  report  whether 
the  security  of  the  navigation  of  the  Gulf  Stream, 
between  Florida  and  the  Bahama  Banks,  does 
not  require  the  erection  of  light-houses,  or  bea- 
cons, or  the  placing  of  buoys  or  floating-lights 
on  some  other  places,  on  or  near  the  coast  of 
Florida. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  negotiate  with  the  Government  of 
Great  Britain  for  a  cession  of  so  much  land  on  the 
Island  of  Abaco,  at  or  near  the  Hole  in  the  Wall,  and 
at  such  other  places,  within  the  acknowledged  domin- 
ion of  that  power,  on  the  islands,  keys,  or  shoals,  on 
the  Bahama  Banks,  as  may  he  necessary  for  the  erec- 
tion and  support  of  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  or 
floating-lights,  for  the  security  of  navigation  over  and 
near  the  said  banks,  and  to  be  used  solely  for  such 
purposes. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  directed 
to  ascertain  and  report  to  this  House,  whether  the 
rocks  called  the  double-headed  shot  keys,  or  any 
other  of  the  rocks  or  desert  islets,  near  the  Bahama 
Banks,  but  separated  therefrom  by  a  deep  channel, 
and  on  which  the  security  of  navigation  of  the  Gulf 
of  Florida  requires  that  light-houses  or  beacons  should 
be  placed,  are  within  the  dominion  of  any  and  what 
foreign  Kingdom  or  State,  or  whether  they  are  not 
now  subject  to  be  appropriated  by  the  right  of  occu- 
pancy. 

Amendment  of  the  Constitution — Election  of 
President  and  Vice  President. 

Mr.  MoDuFFiE,  from  the  committee  appointed 
"to  inouire  into  the  exnediennv  of  recnmnnftTirl- 
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ing  to  the  several  States  the  propriety  of 
amending  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
in  such  manner  that  the  mode  of  electing  the 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
Congress  may  be  uniform  throughout  the  United 
States ;  also,  that  the  mode  of  choosing  Electors 
of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States  may  be,  in  like  manner,  uniform ;  and, 
also,  that  the  election  of  the  said  ofBoers  may, 
in  no  event,  devolve  upon  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives ;"  made  a  detailed  report,  accompa- 
nied by  a  joint  resolution,  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  tlie  United  States, 
in  respect  to  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice 
Pi-esident  of  the  United  States ;  ■which  resolution 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
The  report  and  resolution  are  as  follows : 

The  committee,  profoundly  impressed  ivitli  the 
impoi-tancc  of  the  propositions  embraced  in  the  resolu- 
tion under  which  tliey  have  been  appointed,  have 
felt  a  corresponding  sense  of  the  magnitude  and  dif- 
ficulty of  the  duty  imposed  upon  them  by  the  order 
of  the  House.  To  devise  a  plan  for  the  election  of 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  of  the 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
which  will-correct  existing  and  obviate  impending 
evils,  and,  at  the  same  time,  harmonize  the  conflict- 
ing views  of  States,  variously  situated,  and  variously 
affected  by  it,  has  been  the  anxious  desire  and  labo- 
rious effort  of  the  committee.  How  far  they  have 
been  successful  in  accomplishing  these  great  objects, 
they  submit  it  to  the  indulgence  and  liberahty  of  the 
House  to  determine. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  provides, 
that  "  the  times,  places,  and  manner,  of  holding  elec- 
tions for  Representatives,  shall  be  prescribed,  in  each 
State,  by  the  Le^lature  thereof;  that  Congress  may, 
at  any  time,  by  law,  make  or  alter  such  regulations." 
It  also  provides,  that  "  each  State  shall  appoint,  in 
such  manner  as  the  Legislature  thereof  may  direct,  a 
number  of  Electors  equal  to  the  whole  number  of 
Senators  and  Representatives  to  which  the  State 
may  be  entitled  in  Congress." 

The  plan  submitted  by  the  committee,  proposes 
that  each  State  shall  be  divided  into  as  many  districts 
as  will  equal  the  number  of  Representatives  to  which 
the  State  may  be  entitled  in  Congress ;  and  that  each 
of  the  said  districts  shall  elect  one  Representative. 
It  also  proposes,  that  each  of  the  said  districts  shaU 
choose  one  Elector  of  President  and  Vice  President 
'of  the  United  States ;  and  that  the  Electors,  thns 
appointed  in  each  State,  shall  have  the  two  additional 
Electors  to  which  the  State  is  entitled. 

From  this  collated  view  of  the  existing  provisions 
and  proposed  amendments  of  the  constitution,  it 
vrill  be  seen  that  a  fundamental  change  is  contem- 
plated, in  reference  to  the  mode  of  choosing  members 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  Electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  a  change,  however,  which  counts  among  its 
strongest  claims  to  our  favorable  consideration,  its 
absolute  efficacy  in  preventing  changes.  For  it  will 
fix  upon  uniform  principles  those  creative  operations 
of  popular  sovereignty,  which  are  now  liable  to  be 
controlled  by  the  diversified  and  clashing  expedients 
of  twenty-four  States,  mutually  independent.  Indeed, 
an  attentive  consideration  of  the  nature  and  functions 


of  a  written  constitution,  will  lead  us  to  the  extraordi- 
nary but  manifest  conclusion  that,  in  relation  to  the 
mode  of  choosing  the  popular  branch  of  the  National 
Legislature,  and  of  the  Chief  Executive  Magistrate 
of  the  Republic,  we  have  no  constitutional  provision 
at  all.  A  fixedness  and  permanence,  not  liable  to  be 
disturbed  by  ordinary  acts  of  legislation,  are  essen- 
tially involved  in  the  elementary  notion  of  a  consti- 
tution. Accordiiigly,  in  all  Governments  having  any 
just  pretensions  to  civilization  or  freedom,  it  has  been 
a  primary  object  to  sec\u:e  those  fundamental  canons 
which  give  organization  and  impulse  to  the  political 
system,  against  any  ch^ges  proceeding  from  an 
authority  less  solemn  ajd  weighty  than  the  source 
of  sovereignty  itself  To  secure  liberty  against  the 
violent  tyranny  of  successive  and  temporary  factions, 
and,  a^o,  against  the  more  systematic  encroachments 
of  ambition,  this  extraordinary  stability  of  the  law, 
which  constitutes  the  Government,  has  been  found, 
by  universal  experience,  to  be  an  indispensable  safe- 
guard. Yet,  in  direct  violation  of  this  primary  and 
essential  principle  of  regulated  freedom,  the  very 
foundations  of  the  two  most  important  branches  of 
this  Government  are  permitted  to  fluctuate  with  the 
mutable  counsels  of  twenty-four  separate  Legislatures. 
The  committee,  therefore,  believe  that  the  plan  pro- 
posed is  recommended,  not  less  by  the  consideration 
that  it  permanently  and  uniformly  fixes  the  rule 
which  it  introduces,  than  by  the  intrinsic  superiority 
of  that  rule  to  any  other  that  has  been  adopted, 
amidst  the  changes  incident  to  the  existing  state  of 
constitutional  laxity. 

Under  the  existing  system,  if  system  that  may  be 
called  which  is  without  system,  the  inquiry  in  the 
respective  States  is  not,  which  is  intrinsically  the 
best  mode  of  choosing  Representatives  in  Congress, 
and  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,  but  what  is  the  best  defensive  ex- 
pedient to  counteract  the  regulations  of  other  States, 
and  secure  the  utmost  relative  weight  in  the  affau's 
of  the  Union.  The  party  which  happens  to  have 
the  ascendency  will  thus  be  furnished  with  pretexts, 
at  least  plausible  and  imposing,  for  the  adoption 
of  measures  calculated  to  deprive  the  minority  of 
their  just  rights,  and  tending  to  produce,  as  they 
invariably  have  produced,  that  acrimonious  political 
excitement  which  inevitably  results  from  injustice 
and  oppression,  however  disguised  or  palHated  by 
motives  of  public  expediency.  To  prevent  majorities 
from  exercising  this  sort  of  oppression,  is  one  of  the 
primary  objects  of  a  "written  constitution. 

With  these  general  prehminary  views,  the  commit- 
tee will  proceed  to  the  separate  consideration  of  the 
amendments  embraced  in  the  plan  submitted  to  the 
House. 

It  has  been  seen  that  the  "times,  places,  and  man- 
ner," of  electing  the  members  of  this  House,  are  now 
liable  to  be  prescribed  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  sev- 
eral States,  subject  to  the  controlling  and  superseding 
power  of  Congress. 

In  addition  to  the  remarks  already  made  on  the 
political  solecism  of  placing  it  in  the  power  of  every 
State  government  virtually  to  change  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  Union,  the  committee  feel  bound  to  ex- 
amine briefly  the  nature  and  tendency  of  the  power 
thus  vested  in  Congress. 

If  it  should  happen  to  this,  as  it  has  happened  to 
all  other  free  countries,  that  the  administration  of 
the  Republic  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  a  faction  ; 
of  men  who,   having   acquired    power   by   corrupt 
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combinations,  would  be  disposed  to  retain  it  in  op- 
position to  the  will  of  the  people,  and  to  exert  it  in 
opposition  to  their  interests,  the  power  in  question 
would  become  exceedingly  dangerous.  It  is  in  such 
periods  that  the  barriers  of  the  constitution  are  most 
essential ;  because  it  is  in  such  periods  that  those, 
from  whose  reluctant  grasp  the  sceptre  of  domin- 
ion is  about  to  be  wrested  by  an  indignant  people, 
are  exposed  to  the  strongest  human  temptation  to 
perpetuate  their  authority  by  every  desperate  expe- 
dient not  absolutely  prohibited.  \ 

And  does  not  the  constitution  almost  literally 
place  in  their  hands  precisely  such  an  expedient  in 
the  power  of  regulating  the  elections  of  the  members 
of  this  body?  It  is  susceptible  of  demonstration, 
that  the  elections  might  be  so  arranged  by  a  party 
in  power,  that  a  small  minority  of  the  peoplerwould 
elect  a  majority  of  the  national  representatives.  The 
-mode  of  operation  would  be  various,  according  to 
varying  circumstances.  Sometimes  the  object  would 
be  accomplished  by  changing  the  district  into  the 
general-ticket  system ;  sometimes  by  an  artificial 
arrangement  of  districts ;  and  sometimes  by  a  skilful 
combination  of  both.  As  nothing  is  too  desperate 
for  a  faction,  struggling  for  existence,  let  us  suppose 
that  they  should  prescribe,  as  they  would  have  the 
unquestionable  power  to  prescribe,  that,  in  all  those 
States  where  a  majority  of  the  people  were  favorable 
to  their  purposes,  the  representatives  should  be  elected 
by  a  general  ticket,  thus  suppressing  the  voice  of  the 
minority ;  and,  that  all  the  States  opposed  to  their 
domination,  should  be  divided  into  districts,  in  such 
manner  that  the  minority  of  the  people  should  elect  a 
majority  of  representatives.  As  examples  of  such 
high-handed  proceedings  are  already  to  be  found  in 
the  history  of  several  of  the  State  governments,  the 
supposition  that  the  General  Government,  with  more 
powerful  inducements  to  mislead  it,  will,  at  some 
future  period,  pursue  a  similar  course,  cannot  be  con- 
sidered extravagant  or  improbable. 

The  committee  therefore  feel  the  deepest  conviction, 
that  the  power  now  vested  in  Congress,  of  controlling 
the  election  of  its  own  members,  is  utterly  inconsist- 
ent with  every  just  conception  of  constitutional  lib- 
erty, and  ought  no  longer  to  exist. 

Having  thus  attempted  to  show  the  necessity  of  a 
plan  of  such  permanence,  as  equally  to  exclude  the 
disturbing  influence,  both  of  the  General  and  State 
Governments,  the  committee  propose  to  examine  the 
comparative  advantages  of  the  general-ticket  and 
district  systems  of  electing  the  Kepresentatives  in 
Congress.  It  will  scarcely  he  denied,  that  a  just 
regard  for  the  relative  weight  of  each  State  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Union,  requires  that  one  or  the  other 
of  the  systems  should  prevail  in  all  the  States.  Upon 
any  question  of  national  policy,  in  relation  to  which 
the  interests  or  wishes  of  two  States  should  stand 
mutually  opposed,  it  would  be  obviously  unjust  that 
the  one  should  have,  by  means  of  a  general  ticket, 
an  undivided  vote  in  this  House ;  while  the  other, 
electing  by  districts,  might  be  almost  neutralized  by 
her  divisions.  It  remains,  therefore,  only  that  we  in- 
quire which  of  the  two  systems  is  intrinsically  the  best. 

In  favor  of  the  general-ticket  system,  it  has  been 
iirged,  with  considerable  plausibility,  that,  by  extend- 
ing the  sphere  of  selection,  the  number  of  competitors, 
of  competent  qualifications,  wiU  be  proportionally  in- 
creased, and  that  the  influence  of  demagogues,  who 
can  only  operate  effectually  in  a  small  sphere,  will  be 
greatly  diminished. 


It  cannot  be  denied  that  it  sometimes  happens  that 
a  particular  district  might  select  a  representative  re- 
siding out  of  its  limits,  better  qualified  than  any  resid- 
ing within  them ;  but,  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  there 
is  nothing  in  the  system  proposed,  which  will  prevent 
a  district  from  electing  any  resident  citizen  of  the 
State,  without  regard  to  the  particular  place  of  his 
residence.  It  is  true  that  each  district  will  generally 
elect  one  of  its  own  citizens,  from  obvious  considera- 
tions justifying  the  preference.  But  this,  so  far  from 
being  an  objection,  would  tend  to  produce  a  distribu- 
tion of  the  talent  of  the  State,  in  every  view  desirable ; 
for  it  has  been  found  that  talents,  like  every  thing 
else,  will  naturally  seek  the  market  which  promises 
the  most  appropriate  reward. 

That  part  of  the  argument  under  consideration, 
which  assumes  that  the  district  system  is  calcnlated 
to  give  to  the  arts  of  demagogues  an  undue  ascend- 
ency, is  worthy  of  a  more  serious  consideration.  It 
will  be  admitted  that  this  system  enables  the  constit- 
uent to  become  better  acquainted  with  his  represent- 
ative than  is  practicable  under  the  other.  Can  it  be 
maintained,  then,  that,  in  proportion  as  we  increase 
the  opportunities  of  the  people  to  obtain  a  knowledge 
of  the  character  and  qualifications  of  the  candidates, 
we  diminish  the  chances  of  a  judicious  selection  ?  Is 
it  true,  that,  in  a  fair  competition  before  the  people, 
art  and  hypocrisy  will  prevail  over  talent,  integrity, 
and  independence  ?  On  the  contrary,  it  is  confident- 
ly believed  that  truth  will  ultimately  prevail  in  all 
competitions  before  the  people,  if  maintained  with  an 
ability  and  firmness  equal  to  that  by  which  error  is 
supported.  This  proposition  is  the  basis  upon  which 
only  a  representative  democracy  can  be  sustained. 
If  it  be  not  true,  it  then  becomes  expedient  to  devise 
some  scheme  which  will  virtually  take  from  the 
people  the  elective  power.  And  the  committee  are 
of  opinion  that  the  general-ticket  system  is  precisely 
of  this  description. 

In  a  State  of  any  considerable  extent,  almost 
every  candidate  must,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be 
unknown  to  the  great  body  of  the  people.  They,  of 
necessity,  vote  by  faith,  and  not  by  knowledge ;  "and 
the  few  distinguished  politicians  who  are  selected  to 
concentrate  the  popular  opinion,  acquire  a  control 
over  it  little  short  of  the  power  of  absolute  dictation. 
Universal  experience  teaches  us  that  few  men  are 
to  be  found,  of  sufficient  firmness  and  purity  to 
resist  the  temptation  to  abuse  such  power.  Cabals 
and  factious  combinations,  stimulated  by  selfish 
views  of  aggrandizement,  are  the  inevitable  conse- 
quences. 

But  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  this  sort  of  domm- 
ion  will  he  quietly  submitted  to  by  those  politacians 
who  have  no  participation  in  it.  A  contest  for  the 
dictatorship  ensues,  agitating  the  community  and  de- 
stroying tile  harmony  of  society,  by  mere  personal  and 
family  feuds,  when  there  is  no  difference  of  pfineiple 
between  the  contending  parties. 

Nor  would  the  evil  effects  of  this  state  of  things  be 
confined  to  the  State.  As  the  political  course  of  op- 
posing parties  is  very  much  determined  by  feelings  of 
mutual  antipathy,  it  would  frequently  happen  that 
when  one  party  supported  the- existing  administration 
of  the  General  Government,  the  other  would  stand  op- 
posed to  it.  Under  these  circumstances  every  revo- 
lution produced  by  the  alternate  successes  and  defeats 
of  these  rival  parties,  might  increase  or  diminish  the 
supporters  of  the  General  Government,  by  the  whole 
number  of  the  Representatives  of  the  State  in  Con- 
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gress.  Besides  the  matability  which  would  be  thns 
communicated  to  the  national  cotmcils,  the  General 
Government,  feeling  its  power  to  he  identified  with 
the  fate  of  a  State  party,  would  he  tempted  to  interfere 
in  the  political  struggles  of  that  State.  And  when 
we  consider  the  effect  which  might  he  produced  by  the 
judicious  distribution  of  patronage  amongst  the  lead- 
era  in  such  contests,  we  cannot  doubt  that  the  facility 
and  the  means  of  such  interference  are  equal  to  the 
temptation. 

It  may  he  justly  said  of  the  plan  of  voting  by  a 
general  ticket,  that  it  is  not  consistent  with  the  true 
theory  of  a  popular  representation.  The  popular 
branch  of  the  National  Legislature  should  exhibit  a 
faithful  image  of  the  people.  When,  for  example,  a 
State  is  divided  in  its  interests  and  opinions,  when 
some  districts  are  agricultural,  some  manufacturing, 
and  some  commercial,  and,  if  you  will,  when  some 
are  republican  and  some  federal,  each  of  those  dis- 
tricts of  people  should  have  a  fair  representation  in 
Congress.  Because  one  interest  or  one  party  happens 
to  be  predominant  in  a  State,  it  is  no  adequate  reason 
that  the  rest  should  be  disfranchised  and  have  no 
voice  in  the  national  councils.  This,  indeed,  would 
not  be  a  representation  of  the  people,  but  of  the 
States ;  giving  to  this  House  a  federal,  instead  of  a 
popular  origin  and  character, 

A  little  reflection  wiU  convince  us  that  this  is  not 
a  mere  nominal  distinction.  Upon  all  the  great 
political  questions,  by  which  this,  filie  all  other  free 
Governments,  must  be  often  divided  into  parties,  the 
general-ticket  system,  by  entirely  suppressing  the 
voice  of  the  minority,  would  cause  the  representation 
from  each  State,  in  Congress,  to  be  unanimous,  on 
one  side  or  the  other.  Thus  would  States  be  arrayed 
against  States  on  this  floor,\  stimulated  by  pride, 
heated  by  collisions,  and  estranged  by  feelings  of 
rivalry,  and  throwing  into  the  discussions  here  all 
the  violence  of  local  feelings  and  local  prejudices. 
By  the  inevitable  tendency  of  this  state  of  things  to 
produce  a  geographical  formation  of  parties,  we  need 
not  the  prophetic  spirit  of  Wasiiington  to  warn  us 
that  the  harmony  of  the  Union  would  be  destroyed, 
and  perhaps  its  existence  endangered. 

Every  thing  that  tends  to  streiigthen  the  peculiar 
and  exclusive  feelings  of  State  pride  and  sectional 
prejudice,  inevitably  weakens  the  bonds  of  the  Union. 
We  are,  therefore,  urg-ed,  by  all  the  considerations 
that  attach  us  to  this  great  palladium  of  our  security 
and  happiness,  to  adopt  such  an  organization  as  will 
break  those  large  masses  of  political  power,  whose 
collisions  can  never  fail  to  shake  our  system  to  its 
deepest  foundation.  It  ought  never  to  be  forgotten, 
that  the  citizens  of  this  Republic,  though  subdivided 
into  States  for  certain  essential  purposes,  are  one 
people,  in  all  that  relates  to  the  General  Government. 
Bom  to  a  common  inheritance,  purchased  by  the  toils, 
the  sacrifices,  and  the  blood  of  their  common  ances- 
tors, they  should  be  united,  not  less  by  the  ties  of 
common  sympathy  and  kindred  feeling,  than  by  those 
of  common  interest.  With  a  view  to  give  strength 
and  durability  to  these  essential  bonds  of  union,  it  is 
of  the  utmost  consequence  that  the  local  minorities  in 
the  several  States,  and  various  geographical  divisions 
of  our  extensive  country,  should  have  a  fair  and  full 
representation  in  Congress.  In  periods  of  deep  polit- 
ical excitement,  nothing  is  better  calculated  to  allay 
sectional  animosities,  and  subdue  the  angry  spirit  of 
faction,  than  the  mediatorial  influence  of  such  repre- 
sentatives. 


The  report  concludes  with  the  following  res- 
olution : 

Resolved,  Sfc,  That  the  following  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  he  proposed  to 
the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States,  which,  when 
ratified  by  three-fourths  thereof,  shall  be  valid,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  as  a  part  of  the  said  constitu- 
tion : 

"  The  person  having  the  highest  number  of  votes 
as  Vice  President,  given  at  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Electors,  shall  be  the  Vice  President,  if  such  number 
be  a  majority  of  the  wliple  number  of  Electors  ap- 
pointed ;  and  if  no  person  have  such  majority,  and  a 
President  shall  not  have  been  chosen,  at  such  first 
meeting,  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had  for  the 
choice  of  a  Vice  President  as  are  prescribed  for  the 
choice  of  a  President ;  but  if,  at  the  first  meeting  of 
the  Electors,  a  President  shall  have  been  chosen,  and 
a  Vice  President  shall  not  have  been  chosen,  then, 
from  the  persons  having  the  two  highest  numbers  on 
the  list,  the  Senate  shall  choose  the  Vice  President ; 
a  quorum  for  the  purpose  shall  consist  of  two-thirds 
of  the  whole  mmiber  of  Senators ;  and  a  majority  of 
the  number  present,  and  voting,  shall  be  necessary  to 
a  choice. 

"  The  Congress  may,  by  law,  fix  the  day  for  ap- 
pointing Electors  for  President,  and  Vice  President, 
and  the  days  for  giving  their  votes  the  first  and  sec- 
ond time,  which  days  shall  be  the  same  throughout 
the  United  States ;  and  the  day  for  giving  their  votes 
the  first  time,  shall  be  not  less  than  ten,  nor  more 
than  twenty  days  from  the  day  fixed  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  Electors, 

"  The  Legislature  of  each  State  shall  have  power 
to  appoint  the  places  of  holding  elections  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  Electors,  to  prescribe  the  manner  of 
voting,  and  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  proper 
persons  to  conduct  such  elections,  with  authority  to 
declare,  definitively,  the  result  thereof;  but  the  Con- 
gress may,  by  law,  make  or  alter  such  regulations, 
and  may  also  lay  off  into  districts,  for  appointing 
Electors,  any  State,  the  Legislature  whereof  shall 
have  failed  to  lay  off  the  same  as  herein  directed," 


Tuesday,  Decemher  23, 
Another   member,   to    wit,    from  Virginia, 
John  Floyd,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat. 

European  Combinations  to  re-subjugate  Ameri- 
can States  of  Spanish  origin. 
Mr.  Mallaey  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
-the  table,  for  consideration  to-morrow,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  such  informa- 
tion as  he  may  possess,  (which  may  he  disclosed 
vrithout  injury  to  the  public  good,)  relative  to  the 
determination  of  any  sovereign,  or  combinations  of 
sovereigns,  to  assist  Spain  in  the  subjugation  of  her 
late  coloni9s  on  the  American  continent ;  and  whether 
any  Government  of  Europe  is  disposed  or  determined 
to  oppose  any  aid  or  assistance  which  such  sovereign, 
or  combination  of  sovereigns,  may  afford  to  Spain  for 
the  subjugation  of  her  late  colonies  above  mentioned. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt. 
Mr.  Wbbsxbb,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from 
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the  Senate  supplementary  to  the  act  "  for  the 
relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  deht,"  reported 
the  same,  with  an  amendment,  changing  the 
whole  tenor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Wbbstbb  explained  the  grounds  On  which 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  had  proposed 
this  amendment.  The  act  of  1800,  he  said, 
provided  that  the  oath,  in  the  case  of  insolvent 
debtors,  should  be  administered  by  the  district 
judge;  but,  if  he  resides  more  than  twenty 
miles  from  the  place  of  imprisomnent,  then  the 
oath  may  be  administered  by  a  commissioner, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  district  judge.  The  bill 
from  the  Senate  proposes  to  provide,  further, 
that,  where  a  citation  has  been  issued,  in  case 
of  absence  or  inability  of  the  judge,  &c.,  the  oath 
may  be  administered  by  a  commissioner,  ac- 
cording to  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  act  of 
1800.  The  committee  of  this  House,  on  ex- 
amining the  subject,  thought  it  better  to  pro- 
vide that  in  all  cases  the  required  oath  may  be 
administered  by  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
the  district  judge  of  the  district  in  which  he 
resides,  or  by  any  commissioner  appointed  by 
either  of  them.  In  the  shape  in  which  the  biU 
came  from  the  Senate,  it  would  not  afford  a 
remedy,  it  was  believed,  in  the  very  case  which 
gave  rise  to  it. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  amendment  re- 
ported by  the  committee ;  and,  thus  amended, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  a'  third  reading. 

LigM-Twuses,  Beacons,  &c.,  on  Bahama  Islands. 

The  resolutions  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Livingston,  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  infoi-mation  respecting  light-houses 
and  beacons,  on  the  Bahama  Banks  and  coast 
of  Florida,  and  requesting  that  the  President 
may  negotiate  for  the  cession  of  so  much  land 
on  Abaco  as  is  necessary  for  the  erection  of  a 
light-house,  were  taken  up. 

In  supporting  the  resolutions,  Mr.  Livingston 
observed,  in  relation  to  the  first  of  them,  that 
he  was  weU  aware  that  measures  had  already 
been  taken  by  Government,  preparatory  to  the 
erection  of  light-houses  on  two  of  the  points 
referred  to,  viz :  on  the  Dry  Tortugas,  and  at 
or  near  Cape  Florida.  But,  although  the 
necessary  surveys  were  nearly  completed,  much 
time  must  unavoidably  elapse  before  a  report 
of  the  proceedings  could  be  laid  before  the 
department  to  which  they  appertained;  and, 
in  the  meanwhile,  suflSoient  information  might 
be  laid  before  Congress  to  authorize  them  to 
act  npon  the  subject,  so  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  could  advertise,  the  ensuing  sea- 
son, for  contracts  for  erecting  the  several  works 
contemplated  in  the  resolutions.  Those  works, 
Mr.  L.  said,  were  of  pressing  necessity.  The 
navigation  of  the  seas,,  over  and  within  ^the 
vicinity  of  the  Bahama  Banks,  was  exposed  to 
very  great  danger,  and  had  already  suffered 
much  from  shipwrecks.  Not  to  mention  the 
losses  which  had  thus  occurred  to  vessels  in 
the  mprehant  service,  the  United  States  had 
suffered,  in  wrecks  of  her  public  armed  vessels 


in  those  seas,  more  than  would  have  sufficed  to 
cover  the  expense  of  the  entire  system  of  meas- 
ures proposed  in  these  resolutions. 

The  second  resolution  he  conceived  to  be 
necessary  for  making  the  navigation  of  the 
Bahama  channel,  both  ways,  secure.  Ships 
were  continually  passing  over  the  Bahama 
Banks,  where  the  water  was  shallow,  and  the 
neighboring  land  very  low ;  in  consequence  of 
which,  they  were  imminently  exposed  to  ship- 
wreck. The  wrecks  on  Abaco  alone  would,  he 
said,  amount  to  an  immense  sum.  A  light- 
house on  that  Island,  at  or  near  the  site  of  the 
Hole  in  the  Wall,  would  greatly,  if  not  entirely, 
remove  the  danger  which  now  existed,  and 
render  navigation  safe.  But,  for  the  erection 
of  such  light-house,  previous  negotiation  would 
be  necessary,  in  order  to  obtain  the  ground  on 
which  to  bnild  it.  Of  the  success  of  such  ne- 
gotiation, there  could  be  no  doubt.  The  British 
Government  had  no  interest  hostile  to  such  a 
measure ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  were  in- 
terested in  its  favor,  for  the  same  reason  with 
ourselves,  .although  not  to  the  same  extent. 
Besides  the  spots  on  which  light-houses  were 
erected,  there  were  others  which  ought  to  be 
designated  by  buoys. 

The  third  resolution,  Mr.  L.  said,  was  in- 
tended to  obtain  information  in  respect  to  a 
class  of  islets,  concerning  the  true  jurisdiction 
of  which,  he  confessed  himself  to  be  ignorant ; 
he  meant  those  small  rocky  islands  which  are 
separated  from  the  Bahama  Bant  by  deep  chan- 
nels, and  therefore  might  possibly  be  considered 
as  not  included  in  the  British  jurisdiction, 
which  confessedly  extends  over  the  bank  itself. 
If,  on  investigation,  it  should  appear  that  these 
islets  do  belong  to  Great  Britain,  then  they 
would  be  included  in  the  range  of  the  second 
resolution,  which  relates  to  the  cession  of  the 
requisite  territory  for  light-honses  and  beacons. 
But  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  should  be  ascertained 
that  they  are  not  British  territory,  then  a  ques- 
tion would  arise,  whether  they  were  not  liable 
to  become  ours  by  right  of  occupancy.  They 
would  afford  temptations  to  occupancy  for  no 
other  purpose  than  that  proposed  in  the  reso- 
lution. They  contain,  in  general,  no  soil,  being 
little  more  than  bare  rocks  washed  by  the  sea ; 
yet  are  of  such  formation  as  to  admit  of  the 
placing  of  buoys  and  beacons  upon  them  for 
the  warning  and  du-ection  of  the  mariner,  &c. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolu- 
tions of  Mr.  LrvDfGSTON,  and  they  were  agreed 
to,  without  opposition. 


Feidat,  December  26. 
South  American  Colonies. 
The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr. 
Mallaet,  calling  on  the  President  for  any  in- 
formation he  may  possess  (and  which  may  be 
disclosed  without  injury  to  the  public  good) 
relative  to  the  determination  of  any  sovereign 
or  sovereigns  to  aid  Spain  in  regaining  her 
American  Colonies ;  and  the  disposition  of  any 
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other  European  Government  to  oppose  it,  was 
taken  up. 

In  support  of  Ms  resolution,  Mr.  Mallaet 
rose  and  observed,  that  it  would  be  recollected, 
by  every  gentleman  present,  that  the  message 
received  at  the  opening  of  the  present  session 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  was  of 
an  extraordinary  and  strongly  marked  character. 
Its  introduction  prepared  the  House  for  subjects 
of  great  importance ;  nay,  the  President  went 
so  far  as  to  say  that  "  there  never  was  a  period, 
since  the  Revolution,  when,  regarding  the  con- 
dition of  the  civilized  world  and  its  hearing  on 
us,  there  was  greater  necessity  for  devotion  in 
the  public  servants  to  their  respective  duties, 
or  for  virtue,  patriotism,  and  union,  in  our  con- 
stituents." When  we  come  to  examine  the 
body  of  the  message,  said  he,  we  discover  noth- 
ing to  which  this  language  can  apply,  except 
the  situation  of  the  great  European  powers, 
and  the  bearing  which  that  situation  may  have 
upon  this  country.  Those  powers  had  united 
their  efforts  against  the  cause  of  freedom  on 
the  continent  of  Europe,  and  had  successfully 
put  down  every  struggle  to  maintain  it.  It  was 
possible  they  might  extend  their  plans  across 
the  Atlantic,  and  that  their  attention  would 
next  be  directed  to  the  Eepublics  of  South 
America.  Such  appeared  to  be  the  impression 
of  the  President;  and  if  such  were  actually 
the  state  of  things,  the  United  States  must 
probably  become  deeply  involved  in  the  event 
of  such  a  contest.  It  was  impossible  we  could 
be  indifferent  to  the  attempts  of  despotic  power 
to  crush  the  cause  of  freedom  in  our  own  hemi- 
sphere. That  some  plans  of  this  sort  were  in 
agitation,  was  plain,  from  the  tenor  of  the  mes- 
sage. The  President  would  not  have  warned 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress  that  .all  their  firm- 
ness would  be  called  for,  if  there  were  not 
something  of  serious  moment  in  the  political 
horizon,  not  seen  by  all.  And  as,  in  this  pub- 
lic document,  the  Chief  Magistrate  had  thought 
proper  to  go  so  far,  it  was  certainly  proper  in 
the  House  to  meet  his  communication  by  re- 
questing such  information,  on  the  subject  to 
which  he  had  alluded,  as  he  might  deem  it  con- 
sistent with  the  public  welfare  to  disclose.  It 
was  proper  and  desirable  that  we  should  know 
as  much  as  possible  of  the  dangers  to  which  we 
are  exposed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  agreed  to  without  opposition. 

Claim  of  Beaumarchais. 
Mr.  TuoKBE,  of  Virginia,  rose  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  a  message  from  the 
President  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
transmitted  at  the  first  session  of  the  Seven- 
teenth Congress,  exhibiting  the  correspondence 
between  the  United  States  and  the  French. 
Government,  relative  to  the  claim  of  Beaumar- 
chais. He  would  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House  by  any  remarks  on  the  merits  of  that 
claim,  this  not  being  the  proper  stage  of  busi- 
ness in  which  to  speak  of  them.    His  object  in 


rising  was  to  move  the  reference  of  this  cor- 
respondence to  a  select  committee.  He  should 
have  moved  the  reference  of  it  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  but  that  the  chairman  of  that  com- 
mittee had  expressed  an  unwillingness  to  take 
cognizance  of  it.  It  was  high  time,  Mr.  T.  said, 
that  this  claim,  which  had  been  standing  now 
for  thirty  odd  years,  whatever  be  its  merits  or 
its  fate,  should  he  finally  and  conclusively  dis- 
posed of. 

The  motion  to  refer  the  correspondence  to  a 
select  committee  wat  agreed  to,  without  a 
division;  and  Mr.  Tdokee  of  Virginia,  Mr. 
LiviNssTON,  Mr.  Btjck,  Mr.  Ttson,  and  Mr. 
EiVES,  were  appointed  said  committee. 

Naval  Pensions. 

The  bill  to  continue  for  five  years  longer  the 
half-pay  pensions  to  the  widows  and  children 
of' officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  of  the  Navy, 
who  have  died  in  service,  passed  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  without  debate,  and 
the  question  being  about  to  be  stated  on  order- 
ing it  to  a  third  reading — 

Mr.  Cobb  said  he  was  not  willing  that  the 
bill  should  pass  without  some  reason  being 
given  why  it  ought  to  pass.  Our  system  of 
pensions,  he  thought,  had  been  too  far  ex- 
tended. All  the  efforts  on  the  subject  seemed 
to  be  to  ascertain  how  far  it  could  be  extended, 
instead  of  how  far  it  could  be  reduced  and 
narrowed  down.  These  pensions  were  at  first 
allowed  for  five  years — afterwards,  for  five 
years  more;  and  now  it  was  asked  of  the 
House  to  extend  them  for  another  five  years. 
To  ascertain  whether  the  House  was  disposed 
to  go  on,  without  reason,  in  extending  these 
pensions,  he  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill. 

Mr.  OuowNTNsmELD  said  that  the  general 
reason  why  the  bill  should  pass  is,  first,  that 
those  pensions  are  not  paid  out  of  the  Treasury ; 
the  mopey  comes  from  the  captures  made  by 
these  very  oflScers  and  seamen,  and  is  by  law 
reserved  for  the  special  purpose  to  which  it  is 
by  this  bill  proposed  to  appropriate  it.  That 
fund,  Mr.  C.  said,  is  adequate  to  pay  aU  the 
pensions  that  can  be  charged  upon  it.  There 
is  now  a  surplus  of  that  fund  to  the  amount  of 
fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 
If  this  money,  the  proceeds  in  part  of  captures, 
is  to  be  taken  from  the  officers  and  seamen  to 
constitute  a  fund  for  pensions,  he  did  not  see 
why  those  pensions  should  be  withheld  from 
them.  The  fund  is  their  property,  and  not  that 
of  the  nation,  and  why  shall  they  not  have  the 
benefit  of  it  ?  So  far  as  depends  on  me,  said 
Mr.  C,  I  would  not  deal  it  out  to  them  in  this 
manner — I  would  declare  the  pensions  at  once 
for  life,  and  not  stint  the  widow  and  the  or- 
phan of  their  allowance. 

Mt.  LivEEMOEK  observed,  on  what  had  fallen 
from  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  that, 
if  it  was  impossible  that  the  number  of  claim- 
ants to  the  benefits  of  this  fund  could  ever  in- 
crease, the  reasoning  of  the  gentleman  would 
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be  entirely  conclusive ;  but  their  number  may, 
and,  in  case  of  a  war,  certainly  will,  increase 
very  greatly.  He,  therefore,  thought  it  most 
advisable  to  let  the  fund  accumulate.  Are 
gentlemen  afraid,  asked  Mr.  L.,  of  having 
money  on  hand  for  any  purpose,  or  in  any 
shape  ?  He  was,  with  his  present  impressions, 
against  this  bill. 

Mr.  Oambbeleng,  in  replying  to  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Hampshire,  took  occasion  to 
notice  the  origin  and  character  of  this  fund. 
In  1800,  Congress,  varying  from  the  British 
rule  of  granting  the  whole'  of  the  prize  money 
to  the  captors,  appropriated  one-half  of  the 
proceeds  of  all  prizes  of  inferior  force  to  create 
a  Navy  Pension  Fund  for  the  support  of  in- 
valids. During  our  late  war,  after  the  fall  of 
some  of  our  most  gallant  officers  and  seamen,  a 
question  arose,  whether,  in  strict  justice,  their 
widows  and  orphans  should  not  be  provided 
for  out  of  that  fund  which  a  share  of  their 
prize  money  had  contributed  to  create.  Con- 
gress, by  the  acts  of  1813-14,  granted  pensions 
to  them,  and  the  pension  roU  now  embraces 
invalids,  widows,  and  orphans. 

He  was  unwilling,  at  all  times,  to  appeal  to 
the  passions  of  the  House,  but  there  was  some- 
thing in  the  very  character  of  this  bill  calcu- 
lated to  rouse  the  patriotism  and  excite  the 
sympathy  of  every  American.  We  were  now 
renewing  pensions  to  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  our  gallant  mariners.  Of  the  veteran  Bar- 
ney, whose  valor  is  recorded  in  the  histories  of 
two  wars — of  Lawrence,  whom  fate  selected  as 
a  victim  to  soothe  for  a  moment — but  for  a 
moment — the  wounded  pride  of  an  enemy  over 
whom  he  had  previously  triumphed — who  died 
as  he,  had  lived,  bravely  fighting  for  his  coun- 
try. Of  Blakeley  and  his  gallant  crew.  In  the 
career  of  Blakeley  there  was  something  pe- 
culiarly splendid — in  his  brief  story,  something 
sublime.  His  ambition  was  of  an  elevated  cast ; 
it  disdained  the  pursuit  of  helpless  enemies. 
He  at  once  crowded  his  canvas  for  the  'British 
coast — ^he  eagerly  sought  dangerous  war  amidst 
fleets  of  armed  enemies.  He  found  it  and  tri- 
umphed. Scarce  had  we  ceased  our  rejoicings 
for  this  victory,  when  we  heard  of  him  again 
literally  surrounded  by  enemies — sinking  one — 
engaging  a  second,  and  retiring  only  on  the 
approach  of  a  third.  Unhurt,  though  exposed, 
in  this  unequal  combat,  he  gallantly  steered 
his  course  to  southern  latitudes.  But  here  the 
historian  of  human  affairs  drops  his  pencil — 
another  more  worthy  to  note  the  deeds  of  gal- 
lant men,  seizes  it  as  it  falls — the  reoortoig 
angel  registers  their  fate — where  the  fate  of 
brave  men  should  be — in  Heaven ! 

It  is  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  these 
gallant  men  we  are  now  providing.  The  only 
objection  to  the  biU  he  conceived  to  be  the 
limitation  to  five  years.  That  ought  to  be 
struck  out— the  fund  was  ample,  and  would 
undoubtedly  remam  so.  He  trusted  the  House 
would  pass  the  bill  promptly  and  unanimously. 
Mr.  Cobb  replied  that  the  explanation  given 


by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  was  entirely 
satisfactory.  He  was  happy  to  understand  the 
nature  and  flourishing  situation  of  the  fiind, 
and,  since  it  was  in  so  prosperous  a  state,  he 
hoped  that  Congress  would  not  be  called  on  to 
grant  out  of  the  public  treasury  any  more  pen- 
sions to  the  wives  or  children  of  navy  officers. 
He  hoped  that  Mrs.  Lawrence,  Mrs.  Perry,  and 
others,  whose  names  had  been  mentioned, 
would  be  provided  for  out  of  this  fund,  which 
was  so  abundantly  able  to  supply  whatever  it 
wa^  deemed  proper  to  allow.  And  with  these 
remarks  he  withdrew  the  opposition  he  had 
made  to  the  biU. 

Mr.  LivEEMOEE  rose  merely  to  say  that  he 
was  fuUy  satisfied  with  the  explanation  given, 
and  would  now  cordially  vote  in  favor  of  the 
bill. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 


Monday,  December  29. 
Soads  and  Canals  in  tJie  Territory  of 
Michigan. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Richaeds,  it  was 
Beaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Eoads  and 
Canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  opening  a  road  between  Mount 
Clemens,  in  the  County  of  Macomb,  and  Fnl- 
tonville,  near  the  mouth  of  Pine  Kiver,  in  the 
County  of  St.  Clair,  in  the  territory  of  Michi- 
gan. 

[The  object  of  this  resolution,  as  stated  by 
the  mover,  is  to  open  a  road  into  the  public 
lands,  that  they  may  be  the  sooner  sold  and 
settled.] 

Costs  in  Suits  hy  Patentees. 

The  bill  concerning  costs  in  certain  cases,  was 
then  taken  up  by  the  committee. 

The  bUl  provides,  "  That  in  suits  commenced 
in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  to  recover  damages  for  the 
violation  of  any  right  arising  under  letters 
patent,  lawfully  issued,  for  any  new  and  useful 
invention,  discovery,  or  improvement,  costs 
shall  be  allowed  to  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs,  ia 
aU  cases,  where  the  sum  recovered  by  him  or 
them  shall  not  be  less  than  one  hundred  dol- 
lars." 

Mr.  Webster  explained  the  reason  of  the 
committee  for  reporting  this  bill.  The  general 
law  forbids  all  recovery  of  costs  in  the  Courts 
of  the  United  States,  where  the  amount  of  the 
judgment  is  less  than  five  hundred  dollars. 
This  minimum,  as  applicable  to  cases  generally, 
Mr.  W.  said,  was  perhaps  too  high,  but,  as  re- 
lated to  cases  of  recovery  of  damages  for  violar 
tion  of  patent  rights,  it  was  supposed  there 
were  particularly  strong  reasons  why  it  should 
be  reduced.  Suits  of  that  description  are  in- 
stituted not  so  much  to  recover  great  damages 
as  to  establish  the  right  of  the  inventors.  The 
right  may  be  a  very  important  one,  and  yet  the 
violation  of  it  in  particular  Instances  may  npt 
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involve  heavy  damages.  In  ordinary  cases,  the 
right  of  suing  in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States 
has  heen  regarded  as  a  privilege,  persons  pos- 
sessing it  having  the  option  to  avaU  themselves 
of  it  or  to  resort  to  the  State  courts,  &c.  But, 
with  respect  to  patent  rights,  as  that  suhject 
is  exclusively  in  the  possession  of  the  General 
Goverimient,  the  whole  right  heing  created  by 
the  laws  of  Congress,  and  the  injured  person 
heing  obliged  to  sue  in  the  Courts  of  the  IJnited 
States  or  nowhere,  it  seemed  right  to  enlarge 
the  law  so  far  as  to  allow  costs  to  the  plaintiff 
in  all  cases  arising  under  the  law  of  patents, 
where  the  damages  awarded  should  amount  to 
one  hundred  dollars.  For  that  purpose  this  bill 
had  been  reported. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  of  New  Tork,  moved  as  an 
amendment,  that  the  minimum  should  be  re- 
duced to  thirty  dollars.  Very  useful  patents 
often  applied  to  articles  of  comparatively  small 
value,  where  an  infringement  in  any  single  case 
would  not  entitle  the  patentee  to  damages 
amounting  to  one  hundred  dollars.  It  was  in- 
cumbent on  Congress  to  provide  for  these  oases, 
and  as  Government  charged  the  patentee  thirty 
dollars  for  his  patent,  there  was  a  propriety  in 
fixing  upon  that  sum  as  the  limit  of  damages 
on  which  he  might  obtain  costs. 

Mr.  Webstke  not  objecting,  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  both 
bills,  and  they  were  both  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 


Tttesdat,  December  30. 
Another  member,  to  wit,   from  Kentucky, 
Thomas  Mbioaleb,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat. 

Trade  with  the  Indians. 
Mr.  EiOH  offered  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  practicability  and  expe- 
diency of  adopting  measures  which  shall  more  effect- 
ually restrain  either  citizens  of  the  United  States  or 
foreigners  from  hunting  or  trapping  on  lands  to  which 
the  Indian  title  has  not  been  extinguished,  and  ex- 
elude  foreigners  from  a  participation  in  the  Indian 
trade. 

Mr.  EiOH,  in  introducing  the  above  resolution, 
said,  that  he  conceived  it  due  to  the  House  to 
state  some  of  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to 
offer  it  for  adoption,  and  to  hope  that  the  in- 
quiry it  proposed  would  prove  successfid.  Dur- 
ing the  last  season,  he  was  sorry  to  state,  there 
had  occurred  on  om-  Western  borders,  a  killing 
and  wounding  of  traders,  and  a  slaughtering  of 
Indians,  which  was  much  to  be  regretted.  The 
attack  made  by  the  Indians  is  said  to  have  been 
unprovoked ;  it  may  have  been  so ;  he  hoped, 
for  the  honor  of  our  country,  that  such  would 
turn  out  to  have  been  the  fact.  He  did  not 
entertain  a  doubt,  that  all  that  could,  under  the 
existing  laws,  be  done  to  prevent  so  unhappy 
an  occurrence,  had  been  done  by  the  Executive. 


He  believed,  however,  it  would,  on  investiga- 
tion, be  found,  that  the  laws  had  been  violated, 
and  the  rights  of  our  red  brethren  infringed. 
In  support  of  his  remarks,  Mr.  K.  asked  leave 
to  read  certain  parts  of  the  correspondence 
which  had  been  submitted  to  the  House  on  this 
subject. — [He  here  read  a  letter  of  Mr.  PUcher 
to  M^or  O'FaUon,  communicating  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Gordon,  which  gave  an  account  of  the 
arrangements  for  hunting  made  by  the  party.] 
This  unhappy  fracas  had  arisen,  it  seemed,  while 
our  traders  were  marAing,  trapping,  and  coun- 
ter-marching. [Here  Mr.  K.  quoted  the  letter 
from  General  Atkinson  to  General  Gaines,  en- 
closing another  from  General  Ashley  to  Major 
O'Fallon.]  The  object  of  this  expedition,  Mr. 
E.  went  on  to  say,  was  to  procure  and  carry 
away  that  game  to  which  the  Indian  tribes  had 
as  just  a  right  as  any  of  us  have  to  the  property 
we  hold.  In  relation  to  that  part  of  the  reso- 
lution which  refers  to  the  exclusion  of  foreigners 
from  this  trade,  imless  we  could  effect  this,  he 
was  persuaded  we  need  look  for  nothing  but  a 
continual  recurrence  of  events  of  the  same  kind 
as  had  occurred — a  constant  waste  of  human 
life.  If  more  eflSoient  means  to  preserve  pacific 
relations  with  the  Indian  tribes  could  not  be 
devised,  or  were  impracticable,  then  we  had 
better  withdraw,  at  once,  our  troops  from  the 
Indian  country  altogether. 

Mr.  Van OE  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
striking  out  the  last  clause,  (to  exclude  foreigners 
from  the  Indian  trade,)  but  afterwards  with- 
drew the  amendment,  and  the  resolution  was 
adopted,  as  moved  by  Mr.  Eioh. 


Wednesdat,  December  31. 
Another  member,   viz.,  from  Pennsylvania, 
Dahiel  H.  Mxllek,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat. 

Miami  Purchase. 

Mr.  Gazlat  submitted  the  following : 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  title  and  light 
of  the  United  States  in  and  to  one  township  of  land 
reserved  for  certain  purposes  in  the  contract  entered 
into  with  John  C.  Symmes,  as  mentioned  in  the  lawa 
passed  in  1792  and  1803  relating  thereto." 

Mr.  Gazlat,  in  introducing  this  resolution  to 
the  notice  of  the  House,  stated  that,  in  the  year 
1787,  John  0.  Symmes  had  entered  into  a  con- 
tract with  the  United  States  for  one  million  of 
acres  of  land,  commonly  designated  as  "  the 
Miami  Purchase."  In  1792,  not  being  able  to 
pay  for  the  whole  of  this  tract,  he  petitioned 
that  the  extent  of  his  contract  might  be  cur- 
tailed to  300,000  acres — certain  reservations, 
made  in  the  first  contract,  for  the  purpose  of 
encouraging  education,  being  continued  un- 
changed. The  patent  which  issued  under  this 
last  form  of  the  contract,  reserved  one  entire 
township,  as  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  tract 
as  might  be,  for  this  use.  In  1803,  Congress 
passed  another  act  on  the  subject,  allowing  the 
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reservation  of  any  one  complete  township,  and 
in  case  of  non-compliance,  compelling  an  execu- 
tion of  the  trust,  unless  the  payroent  of  $15,360 
would  release  the  ohligation.  By  this  it  was 
manifest  that,  at  the  time.  Congress  viewed  it- 
self as  holding  the  fee  of  this  land.  In  conse- 
quence, there  was  a  charge  to  that  amount 
standing  against  J.  0.  Symmes,  on  the  public 
hooks,  since  the  year  1792.  It  was  on  these 
facts  that  he  offered  the  resolution.  During  a 
period  in  which  we  were  gathering  by  baskets- 
ful,  Mr.  G.  said,  an  amount  like  this  might  be 
overlooked,  but  now,  it  was  necessary  to  gather 
up  the  crumbs  of  the  Treasury. 
The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Condition,  t&c.,  of  Greece. 

The  following  message  from  the  Peesident 
OF  THB  United  States  was  read : 
To  theHcmse  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  a  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  accompanying 
documents,  containing  the  information  requested  by 
the  resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  19th  instant,  relat- 
ing to  the  condition  and  future  prospects  of  the 
Greeks.  JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  Dec.  31,  1823. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  Dec.  31,  1823. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  referred 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  19th  instant,  requesting  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  lay  before  the  House 
any  information  he  may  have  received,  and  which  he 
may  not  deem  it  improper  to  communicate,  relating 
to  the  condition  and  future  prospects  of  the  Greeks, 
has  the  honor  of  reporting  to  the  President  the  papers 
in  the  possession  of  this  Department,  containing  the 
information  requested  by  the  resolution  of  the  House. 
JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 


for  public  property,  and  by  opening  to  speedier 
settlement  the  military  lands  in  Arkansas.  It 
was  important  in  another  view.  The  white 
population  of  that  Territory  was  but  about 
16,000 ;  and  on  its  borders  were  nearly  50,000 
Indians.  It  was  evident  how  requisite  it  would 
be,  in  case  hostilities  should  arise,  to  have  an 
easier  and  more  direct  mode  of  communication 
than  now  existed.  Many  similar  bills  had 
passed  the  House,  but  none  of  them  more 
proper,  from  all  the  circumstances,  than  this. 

The  bill,  having  been  read  by  sections,  was  re- 
ported without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading — ayes  79,  noes  58. 


Feidat,  January  2,  1824. 
Boadfrom  Memphis  to  Little  JRock,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Arlcamas. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  for  laying  out  and  making  a 
road  from  Memphis,  Tennessee,  to  Little  Rook, 
in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  Hemphill,  in  supporting  the  expediency 
of  the  bill,  stated  that  a  memorial  on  the  same 
subject  had  last  session  been  received  from  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  and  a  favor- 
able report  made,  but  not  acted  on.  The  com- 
mittee now  believed  such  a  road  to  be  neces- 
sary, and  highly  conducive  to  the  prosperity  of 
that  Territory ;  but  too  expensive  for  its  present 
population  and  means.  It  was  for  the  pur- 
pose of  uniting  the  two  great  bodies  of  settlers, 
the  seat  of  government  being  at  one  end  of  the 
road,  and  the  settlements  on  the  Mississippi  at 
the  other  end.  The  actual  distance  was  but 
150  miles ;  but  the  present  circuitous  road  ran 
three  times  that  length.  The  contemplated 
road  would  be  valuable  to  the  Union,  as  well 
as  to  the  Territory,  by  affording  transportation 


Agent  to  Greece,  &c. 
Mr.  Sloane,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  Monday,  caU  up 
the  report  of  that  committee  on  the  subject  of 
the  contested  election  of  Mr.  Wilson,  a  member 
from  New  York. 

The  Speakee  reminded  the  honorable  mem- 
ber that  notice  had  been  given  for  the  discussing 
of  another  subject,  on  Monday:  alluding  to  Mr. 
Webstbe's  resolution  for  sending  an  agent  to 
Greece. 

Mr.  Poinsett  said,  that  the  Speaker  had  re- 
ferred to  a  subject,  in  regard  to  which,  he 
wished  to  make  a  suggestion,  for  which  he 
would  nse  the  present  occasion.  The  motion, 
by  his  friend  from  Massachusetts,  respecting 
Greece,  stood  under  notice  for  Monday  next. 
That  question,  he  thought,  would  give  rise  to 
the  discussion  of  other  subjects  connected 
with  our  foreign  relations.  It  would  be  recol- 
lected that,  after  notice  was  given  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  that  subject  on  Monday  next,  a  call  for 
information,  on  another  most  interesting  subject, 
had  been  made,  on  the  motion  of  an  honorable 
member  from  Vermont,  (Mr.  Maixajet,)  which 
had  not  yet  been  answered.  The  king  of  Spain, 
it  was  understood,  had  declared  his  determina- 
tion to  reclaim  his  former  possessions  in  Ameri- 
ca by  force.  It  had  been  confidently  rumored, 
that  the  confederated  monarchs  of  Europe  were 
about  to  take  some  measures  in  aid  of  this  de- 
termination of  the  king  of  Spain.  When  the 
House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  on  the  subject  of  the 
agency  to  Greece,  that  would  be  a  convenient 
occasion  to  bring  forward  this  other  subject. 
They  were  somewhat  connected,  and  there 
would  doubtless  be  a  discussion  of  both.  But 
the  House  would  not  be  fuUy  prepared  for  the 
discussion,  tm  the  reply  should  come  in  answer 
to  the  resolution  adopted  on  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont.  He  wished,  there- 
tore,  that  his  friend  from  Massachusetts  would 
consent  to  omit  the  calling  up  of  Ms  motion 
on  Monday. 

Mr.  Webstee  said,  he  felt  solicitous— perhaps 
too  solicitous— to  bring  on  his  motion  as  early 
as  convenient,  espeoiaUy  as  some  mistaken  no- 
tion, as  he  thought,  of  its  nature  and  tendency, 
bad  gone  abroad.  He  was  fully  persuaded  that 
the  course  indicated  by  that  motion  was  pre- 
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cisely  that  which  he  thought  the  Government 
ought  to  adopt ;  that  nothing  less  than  that 
would  satisfy  the  puhlic  feeling  or  the  public  ex- 
pectation, and  that  the  sooner  it  was  done  the 
better.  He  thought  the  information  communi- 
cated this  morning  was  of  a  character  to 
strengthen  the  conviction,  where  it  existed,  and 
to  create  it  where  it  did  not.  Nevertheless,  he 
was  unwilling  to  bring  on  the  motion,  while  his 
friend  from  South  Carolina  thought  there  would 
be  a  convenience  resulting  from  delay.  He 
would,  therefore,  not  call  up  the  subject  on 
Monday.  And,  as  it  was  probable  there  would 
soon  be  an  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont,  he  would,  after  the  re- 
ceipt of  that  communication,  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  again  to  the  subject. 

Report  on  the  Finances. 

The  Speakee  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  covering 
his  annual  report  upon  the  state  of  the  finances 
of  the  United  States ;  which  letter  and  report 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  six  thou- 
sand copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  letter  and  report  are  as  follows : 

Tkeasdkt  Department,  Dec.  31,  1823. 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report,  pre- 
pared in  obedience  to  the  "  Act  (pipplementary  to  the 
act  to  establish  the  Treasury  Department." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 

obedient  servant,  

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

To  Ike  honoraile  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  "  Act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  to  estabUsh  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment," the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respectfully  sub- 
mits the  following  report : 

1. — Of  the  Public  Revenue  and  Expenditures    of  the 
years  1822  and  1823. 
The  net  revenue  which  accrued  from  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage,  during  the  year  1822,  amounted 
to  -$20,500,775  91 


The  actual  receipts  into  the  Treasury 

during  the  year  1822,  amounted  to  $20,232,427  94 
Viz: 

Customs  -    -  $17,589,761  94 

Puhlic  lands,  exclu- 
sive of  Mississippi 
stock  -    -        1,803,581  54 

Dividends  on  stock 
in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States     -  297,500  00 

Arrears  of  internal 
duties  and  direct 
tax,  and  inciden- 
tal receipts,  and 
repayments  under 
act  of  May  1, 
1820  -    -  541,584  46 


Treasury  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1822,  of   - 


1,681,592  24 


An  aggregate  of  ...  $21,914,020  18 

The  expenditures  during  the  year      • 

1822,  amounted  to        -  17,676,592  6S 

Viz: 

Civil,      diplomatic, 

and  miscellaneous      $1,967,996  24 

Mihtary  service,  in- 
cluding fortificat^s 
ordnance,  Indian 
department,  revo-  • 
lutionary,  andmi- 
Htaiy  pensions, 
arming  the  mili- 
tia, and  arreara- 
ges prior  to  the 
1st  of  January, 
1817  -        5,635,188  29 

Naval  service,  inclu- 
ding the  gradual 
increase  of  the 
navy   -     -  2,224,458  98 

Pubhc  debt  -    -  7,848,949  12 

Leaving   a  balance  in  the  Treasury, 

on  the  1st  of  January,  1823,  of     -  4,237,427  55 

The  actual  receipts  into  the  Treasu- 
ry during  the  three  first  quarters  of 
the    year   1823,    are  estimated  to 
have  amounted  to    $16,174,035  26 
Viz: 


Customs 

Pubhc  lands,  exclu- 
sive of  Mississippi 
stock  - 

Dividends  on  stock 
in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States 

Arrears  of  internal 
duties  and  direct 
tax,  and  inciden- 
tal receipts   -     - 

Repayment  of  ad- 
vances made  in 
the  War  Depart- 
ment, for  services 
or  supphes,  prior 
to  1st  July,  1816 

The  actual  receipts 
into  the  Trea- 
sury, during  the 
fourth  quarter, 
are  estimated  at 


$15,019,392  74 


657,505,  73 


350,000  00 


102,726  15 


44,410  64 


4,270,000  00 


Making  the  total  estimated   receipts 
into  the  Treasury  during  the  year 


1823 


-$20,444,035  26 


Making,   with   the   balance  in  the 
Vol.  VII.— 39 


And,  with  the  balance  in  the  Trea- 
sury,  on  the  1st   January,   1823, 

forming  an  aggregate  of       -        -$24,681,462  81 
The     expenditures 

during  the  three 

first   quarters  of 

the    year    1823, 

are  estimated  to 

have  amounted  to    $11,422,847  30 
Viz: 
Civil,     diplomatic, 
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and    miscellane- 
ous -  $1,610,735  14 

Military  service,  in- 
cluding fortifica- 
tions, orilhance, 
Indian  depart- 
ment, revolution- 
ary and  military 
pensions,  arming 
the  militia,  and 
arrearages  prior 
to  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1817  -    -         4,383,715  62 

Naval  service,  in- 
cluding the  grad- 
ual increase  of  the 
navy        -    -  1,776,989  87 

Public  debt     -  3,751,407  17 

The    expenditures 
during  the  fourth 
quarter,  are   es- 
timated at         -         3,894,559  74 
Viz: 

Civil,  diplomatic, 
and  miscellane- 
ous -  489,704  11 

Military  service,  in- 
cludmg  fortifica- 
tions, ordnance, 
Indian  depart- 
ment, revolution- 
ary and  military 
pensions,  arming 
the  militia,  and 
arrearages  prior 
to  the  1st  Jan- 
uary, 1817  899,449  93 

Naval  service,  in- 
cluding the  grad- 
ual increase  of 
the  navy    -    -  726,776  46 

Public  debt  -        1,778,629  24 

Making  the  total  estimated  expen- 
diture of  the  year  1823      -    -  -$15,317,407  04 


And  leaving  in  the  Treasury  on 
the  1st  January,  1824,  an  estimated 
balance  of 


$9,364,055  77 


After  deducting  from  this  sum  certain  balances  of 
appropriations,  amounting  to  $2,897,086  47,  which 
are  necessary  to  effect  the  objects  for  which  they  were 
severally  made,  or  have  been  deducted  from  the  esti- 
mates for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year,  a  balance  of 
$6,466,969  30  remains;  which,  with  the  receipts 
into  the  Treasury  during  the  year  1824  constitutes 
the  means  for  defraying  the  current  service  of  that 
year. 

'i.—Of  the  PuUic  Belt. 

The  funded  debt,  which  was  contracted  before  the 
year  1812,  and  which  was  unredeemed  on  the  1st  day 
of  October,  1822,  amounted  to  -        -  $17,189,852  60 

And  that  which  was  contracted  sub- 
sequently to  the  1st  of  January,  1812, 
and  was  unredeemed  on  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober, 1822,  amounted  to  -  .     76,852,848  58 


debt,  unredeemed  on  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober, 1822 $93,042,701  18 

In  the  fourth  quarter  of  that  year, 
there  was  paid  the  sum  of  -    2,265,673  32 

Viz: 

Beimbursement  of 
six  per  ct.  deferred 
stock  ...  265,673,  32 

Redemption  of  six 
per  cent,  stock,  of 
1820     •-    -    .    -        2,000,000  00 

Eeducing  the  funded  debt,  on  the 
1st  of  January,  1823,  to      -    -    -    -  90,777,027  86 

From  thai  day  to  the  1st  of  Octo- 
ber last,  there  was  added  to  the 
debt^ 

In  three  per  cent, 
stock      -     -  -  ^132  39 

Treasury  note  six 
per  cent,  stock  1,561  87 

Treas'y  note  seven 
per  cent,  stock  -  135  00 

1,829  26 


Making  the  total  amount  of  funded 


Making  an  aggregate  of      -        -  $90,778,857  12 

During  the  same  period,  there  was 
paid,  in  reimbursement  of  the  deferred 
six  per  cent,  stock       -  -        327,022  88 

Eeducing  the  funded  debt,  on  the 
1st  of  October,  1823,  to  -    -     -$90,451,834  24 

Since  that  day  there  has  been  add- 
ed In  Treasury  note  Sx  per  cent  stock,  716  75 


Making  an  aggregate  of       -        -  $90,452,550  99 

It  is  estmiated  that  the  reimburse- 
ment of  deferred  stock,  in  the  fourth 
quarter  of  the  present  year,  will 
amount  to     -        -  $274,588  85 

Which  will  reduce  the  funded  debt, 
unredeemed  on  the   1st  of  January, 


1824,  to 


$90,177,96214 


The  amount  of  Treasury  notes  out- 
standing on  the  1st  of  October,  1823, 
is  estimated  at  -  . 


$26,122  00 


And  the  amount  of  Mississippi  stock 
unredeemed  on  that  day  at       -        -       $21,258  87 


AH  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  H.  CEAWFORD. 
Tkeasdry  Depaktment,  Dec.  31,  1823. 

Boads  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 
The  bill  was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 
The  first  section  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Call,  Delegate  from  the  Territory  of 
Florida,  advocated  the  measure  proposed  by 
the  bOl,  as  one  imperiously  demanded  by  the 
exigencies  and  peculiar  circumstances  of  that 
country,  and  eminently  calculated  to  advance 
its  settlement  and  prosperity.    The  population 
of  what  was  lately  the  Floridas,  he  said,  lies  at 
the  two  opposite  extremities  of  the  territory, 
Augustine  and  Pensacola;  the  two  points  to  be 
connected  by  the  road  now  proposed.     The 
course  of  the  road  passed  through  a  region  of 
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country  till  now  very  imperfectly  known,  but 
whose  fertility  was  calculated  to  attract  emi- 
gration.   The  late  treaty,  by  which  the  whole 
of  this  country  had  been  transferred  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  opens  a  fine 
field  for  emigrating  enterprise,  and,  from  the 
richness  of  the  soil,  there  was  little  doubt  but 
that  the  interior  would,  in  a  short  time,  become 
densely  peopled.     The  road  which  at  present 
connects  the  twQ  points  he  had  mentioned, 
takes  a  circuitous  route  of  more  than  seven 
hundred  miles,  through  parts  of  Georgia  and 
Alabama;   whereas,  the  direct  course  of  the 
new  road  would  maike  the  distance  to  be  trav- 
elled   about    three    hundred  and    seventy-six 
miles.    The  petition  on  which  the  bill  is  found- 
ed, asks  only  for  $20,000  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  making  this  road — an  amount  which,  when 
the  nature  of  the  country,  and  the  magnitude 
of  the  undertaking  is  taken  into  view,  will  ap- 
pear, to  every  candid  person,  very  moderate. 
The  estimate  had  been  made  as  low  as  circum- 
stances would  allow,  but  it  was  hoped  that,  by 
a  judicious  expenditure,  that  amount  might  be 
rendered  sufficient.     Almost  the  whole  of  the 
very  fertile  tract,  through  which  the  road  is 
proposed  to  pass,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  United 
States  Government,  as  public  property ;  few  or 
no  grants  having  been  made  of  lands  in  the  in- 
terior.    The  road  will,  therefore,  be  a  measure 
of  policy  to  the  Government,  from  its  effect  on 
the  value  of  its  lands,  as  well  as  of  great  bene- 
fit to  Florida. 

Mr.  Gtjelet,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  striking  out  all  that  part  of  it  which 
provides  for  the  employment  of  the  United 
States  troops  in  making  the  road.  Favorable 
as  he  was  to  all  measures  of  internal  improve- 
ment, and  to  the  particular  object  now  pro- 
posed, he  was  not  disposed  in  the  accomplish- 
ment of  it,  to  jeopardize  the  lives  of  the  soldiers 
by  employing  them  in  the  work.  It  was  a  fact 
well  known,  that  the  employment  of  the  troops 
in  works  of  this  description,  had,  in  many  in- 
stances, proved  fatal  to  them.  He  had  person- 
ally witnessed  this,  and  knew  it  to  be  true.  It 
had  for  some  time  been  the  policy  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  so  to  employ  them,  but,  when  this 
policy  was  extended  to  southern  climates,  the 
soldiers  became  victims  of  the  occupation.  He 
repeated  the  assurance  that  he  was  friendly  to 
the  object  of  the  bill,  and  would  vote  for  it 
were  this  feature  removed. 

Mr.  Call,  in  reply,  said,  he  hoped  the 
amendment  would  not  be  adopted,  as  it  would 
in  effect  defeat  the  biU  altogether.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Louisiana,  while  desirous  of  ex- 
empting the  troops  from  the  labor  of  making 
the  road,  had  proposed  ho  substitute  for  them. 
For  himself,  Mr.  0.  said,  he  was  as  much  dis- 
posed to  foster  the  interests  and  preserve  the 
life  and  health  of  our  soldiery  as  any  man,  and 
as  much  opposed  to  setting  them  at  a  menial 
or  degrading  employment;  but  this  was  not 
such  an  employment  of  them,  nor  was  it  a  new 
proposition,  but,  on  the  contrary,  a  matter  of 


every-day  occurrence.  The  object  to  be  ac- 
complished was  one  of  great  importance  to  the 
United  States,  in  a  national  view,  and  might, 
without  impropriety,  occupy  the  leisure  of  a 
small  portion  of  her  troops.  As  to  its  exposing 
them  to  disease,  he  had  himself  lived  for  years 
in  Florida,  had  traversed  it  in  all  directions  and 
at  all  seasons,  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
its  climate,  and  he  did  not  apprehend  any  such 
consequence  as  the  gentleman  seemed  to  anti- 
cipate. Besides,  if  thp  bill  shall  now  pass,  the 
labor  will  be  finished  before  the  more  sickly 
months  arrive.  The  road  we  ask  for,  said  Mr. 
0.,  can  soon  be  made.  "We  do  not  contemplate, 
at  present,  any  great  or  costly  road,  such  as  it 
will  occupy  a  long  period  to  complete ;  all  that 
we  ask  or  look  for  will  expose  the  soldiers  to 
no  great  amount  either  of  labor  or  danger. 
Were  it  a  time  of  war,  indeed,  we  should  not 
think  of  so  employing  them ;  but  it  is  a  season 
of  profound  peace,  and  no  detriment  can  arise 
to  the  public  safety  or  interest  from  doing  it. 
In  fact,  the  road  must  be  made  in  this  way,  or 
not  at  all ;  for  the  country  is  so  sparsely  settled 
that  there  is  not  in  the  territory  a  population, 
either  in  safficient  number,  or  of  the  proper 
kind,  to  accomplish  it. 

Mr.  CooKE,  of  Tennessee,  wished  to  know 
from  the  gentleman  who  objected  to  this  em- 
ployment of  the  troops,  how  they  -could  be  bet- 
ter employed?  "We  have  had,  not  long  since, 
a  sad  experience  to  teach  us  that,  if  not  em- 
ployed in  something  that  is  useful,  they  will  ■ 
soon  employ  themselves  in  what  is  mischievous. 
"We  have  got  them;  we  have  paid  for  them; 
we  must  feed  them;  and  of  what  service  are 
they  to  us  if  we  may  not  employ  them  ? 

Mr.  GusLET,  in  reply,  said,  it  was  possible  he 
might  have  been  deceived  in  his  apprehensions ; 
he  presumed  the  gentleman  from  Florida  was 
better  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of 
that  country  than  he  was;  and  he  believed 
they  were  both  disposed  to  act  on  the  same 
principle.  He  was  persuaded,  if  his  fears  were 
not  visionary,  and  danger  did  really  exist,  all 
the  gentlemen  who  were  friendly  to  the  bUl 
would  he  as  ready  as  himself  to  avoid  incurring 
it.  Certainly,  the  death  of  our  soldiers  was  to 
be  deprecated.  We  give  a  bounty  to  get  them, 
and  when  they  die,  the  Government  is  a  loser. 
What  he  had  stated  as  to  the  danger  of  the 
climate,  he  had  advanced  from  experience  and 
personal  observation.  He  knew,  and  could 
prove,  that,  out  of  a  full  company  recruited  in 
Boston,  in  May,  1821,  and  employed  that  sum- 
mer in  erecting  public  buildings  at  Baton 
"Eouge,  only  fifteen  were  left  alive  at  the  close 
of  the  season.  Was  it  right  to  expose  our 
troops  to  a  danger  of  this  kind  2  It  might  be 
very  true  that,  if  employed  at  all,  in  time  of 
peace,  they  could  not  be  better  employed  than 
in  making  public  roads.  But,  was  there  any 
necessity  for  employing  them?  Because  we 
cannot  employ  soldiers  every  day  in  the  year 
in  actual  labor,  are  we  to  disband  them?  Oar 
soldiers  are  the  salvation  of  the  country;  to 
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them  we  look  when  her  soil  is  invaded  or  her 
liberty  threatened.  It  might  be  thfjt  the 
climate  of  Florida  was  attended  with  no  such 
danger  as  he  had  mentioned,  though,  from  its 
situation,  he  should  expect  its  climate  greatly 
to  resemble  that  of  Louisiana.  He  once  more 
avowed  that  he  wa^  entirely  the  friend  of  the 
measure ;  and,  if  no  substitute  for  his  amend- 
ment could  be  provided,  he  should  be  unwilling, 
by  insisting  on  it,  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the 
bill.  He  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  no  bet- 
ter use  could  be  made  of  the  public  money  thau 
to  apply  it  to  roads,  canals,  and  internal  im- 
provements. We  could  not  leave  to  posterity 
a  better  inheritance. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  should  be 
sorry  were  the  amendment  to  prevail.  The 
question  of  employing  the  troops  of  the  United 
States  in  laboring  at  public  works,  was  one 
which  had  been  frequently  discussed  upon  this 
floor;  and  he  believed  the  mind  of  Congress, 
and  of  the  nation,  was  made  up  on  its  propri- 
ety. The  honorable  gentleman  from  Louisiana 
had  spoken  of  the  mortality  attending  the 
Southern  climate.  But  were  Congress  to  re- 
linquish the  idea  of  employing  the  soldiers  on 
this  road,  and  to  send  five  hundred  citizens 
from  civil  life  to  do  the  work,  would  not  they 
be  in  as  great  danger  as  the  soldiers,  or  was  it 
important,  in  the  question  of  climate,  whether 
a  man  wore  a  military  coat  or  a  homespun  one? 
If  the  object  sought  was  the  saving  of  the  wear 
■  and  tear  of  human  life,  then  it  was  surely  hu- 
manity to  employ  the  soldiers ;  for,  suppose  we 
have  in  Florida  five  hnndi-ed  ttoops,  and  we 
send  in  addition  five  hundred  citizens,  then  the 
climate  makes  war  upon  one  thousand  human 
beings  instead  of  five  hundred.  He  remem- 
bered, indeed,  that  General  Wilkinson  had  in- 
formed the  nation  that  a  soldier  is  a  gentleman, 
and  must  do  no  labor ;  and  yet  the  same  great 
general,  almost  in  the  very  same  paragraph,  had 
set  this  gentleman  to  carrying  a  knapsack,  with 
six  days'  provision,  on  his  hack.  For  himself, 
his  judgment  had  always  been  in  favor  of  em- 
ploying the  troops  in  making  roads  upon  our 
frontier.  Forts,  indeed,  he  would  not  set  them 
to  build ;  not  because  it  was  laborious,  but  be- 
cause forts  usually  were  built,  and  could  be 
built,  both  better  and  cheaper,  by  contract. 

Mr.  Shaepe,  of  New  York,  recurring  to  the 
statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Florida,  in- 
sisted on  the  economy  of  employing  the  troops 
on  this  object.  Here  was  a  road  of  350  miles 
to  be  made,  and  there  were  already  760  troops 
in  the  territory  through  which  the  road  is  to 
pass.  These  troops  receive,  when  working  on 
roads  10  or  15  cents  per  day,  additional  wages, 
(no  small  matter  to  a  soldier ;)  was  it  not  bet- 
ter to  hire  hands  at  10  or  15  cents  a  day,  than 
to  send  to  the  North  for  workmen,  who  must 
be  paid  at  the  rate  of  V5  or  100  cents? 

,Mr.  Hemphill  observed  that  our  soldiery 
had  frequently  been  employed  in  works  of  this 
description,  and  it  was  a  general  observation, 
that  they  were  never  healthier  than  when  thus 


occupied.  If  they  had  experienced  unusual 
mortality  at  the  South,  it  was  from  the  efiects 
of  the  climate,  not  those  of  the  moderate  labor 
to  which  they  were  exposed.  The  troops  now 
proposed  to  be  employed  were  not  to  be  sent 
into  the  climate  of  Florida;  they  were  already 
stationed  there,  and  it  was  a  settled  point,  that 
the  President  might  employ  them  at  his  discre- 
tion. The  Komans  always  employed  their  sol- 
diers on  roads ;  this  practice  was  common  with 
the  ancients,  some  of  whose  noblest  monuments 
of  public  utility  were  the  work  of  their  aimies. 
It  was  surely  useless  to  keep  soldiers  in  idle- 
ness, when  useful  and  healthful  employment 
could  be  found  for  them. 

Mr.  Sandfoed,  of  Tennessee,  suggested  that 
the  fears  of  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  might 
be  obviated,  and  the  general  measure  not  pre- 
vented, if  he  modified  his  amendment,  so  as  to 
confine  the  employment  of  the  troops  to  certain 
months  of  the  year,  so  as  to  avoid  the  sickly 
season. 

Mr.  Henet,  of  Kentucky,  said  that  the  troops 
in  Florida  were  stationed,  and  would  be  kept  in 
that  country,  to  maintain  our  possession  of  it; 
no  new  destination  of  troops,  therefore,  was 
contemplated  by  the  bill.  Both  the  points  in- 
tended to  be  connected  by  the  proposed  road, 
were  military  stations.  They  were  far  apart, 
and  in  case  one  of  them  should  be  attacked,  it 
was  fit  that  there  should  be  a  direct  and  speedy 
communication  between  them.  The  power  to 
employ  the  troops  is  discretionary,  and  in 
whose  hands,  asked  Mr.  H.,  is  it  reposed?  In 
the  hands  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Army.  If  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  exercise  of  his  sagacity  and  vigilance, 
should  perceive  danger  to  ailse  from  such  em- 
ployment of  the  soldiers,  he  has  it  in  his  power, 
and  doubtless  will  have  it  in  his  wish,  to  avoid 
that  danger.  But  the  danger  is  visionary. 
Would  not  the  soldier  himself,  asked  Mr.  H., 
prefer  employment  to  the  dull  monotony  of 
garrison  duty — to  the  eternal  recurrence  of  the 
same  scene  in  the  same  place?  The  fears  ex- 
pressed on  this  subject  contradicted  all  theory 
and  all  experience;  inaction  has  ever  been 
found  to  produce  both  moral  and  physical 
maladies — while,  on  th^  other  hand,  employ- 
ment is  healthful  alike  to  body  and  mind. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  GuELET,  to  strike  out  the  second  section 
of  the  biU,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  a 
large  majority. 

After  some  further  conversation  on  the  de- 
tails of  the  bill,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  on  Monday. 

Monday,  January  5. 
Costs  in  Patent  Cases. 
Mr.  Wbbstbe,  from  the  Odmmittee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  recommitted  a  bill  con- 
ceming  costs  in  certain  cases,  reported  the  same, 
with  the  amendment  directed  by  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  House,  viz :  the  substitution  of  one 
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hundred  dollars  in  place  of  thirty  dollars,  as  the 
minimum  of  damages  awarded  hy  a  jury,  on 
■which  costs  should  he  allowed.. 

The  question  heing  on  ordering  the  hill  to  he 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading  as  amended — 

Mr.  "Webstbe  said,  that,  on  the  introduction 
of  this, hill  to  the  House,  a  few  days  ago,  he  had 
stated  the  reason  for  proposing  this  hill,  to  he, 
that,  though  the  law  limited  the  recovery  of 
costs,  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  in  gen- 
eral cases,  to  suits  involving  an  amount  not  less 
than  five  hundred  dollars,  there  was  a  propriety 
of  a  reduction  of  the  minimum  in  the  case  of 
suits  hy  patentees,  hecause  it  was  supposed  to 
he  matter  of  necessity  for  the  patentee  to  sue 
in  the  Federal  courts.  An  honorahle  memher 
had,  on  a  forfiier  occasion,  suggested  that  the 
State  courts  have  jurisdiction  in  cases  of  this 
description ;  hut,  Mr.  W.  said,  if  the  honorahle 
memher  would  refer  to  the  law,  he  would  see 
that  tlie  act  of  Congress  which  creates  the 
right  prescribes  the  remedy,  and  provides  that 
the  patentee  may  sue  for  it  in  the  circuit  courts 
of  the  United  States,  and  under  that  phrase- 
ology it  was  presumed  that  he  could  not  sue 
elsewhere  than  in  those  courts. 

Mr.  Buchanan  had  objections  to  the  whole 
hai.  What,  asked  he,  is  the  law  in  the  case  of 
patentees  as  it  now  stands  ?  A  most  extraor- 
dinary distinction  over  other  clients  is  made  in 
their  favor,  by  granting  them  judgment  for 
three  times  the  amount  of  damages  awarded  by 
a  jury.  And  what  does  the  bill,  now  before 
the  House,  propose  to  do  in  favor  of  those  fa- 
vored individuals  ?  To  superadd  costs  to  that' 
treble  verdict.  He  would  ask,  whether  such  a 
measure  is  right ;  whether  it  is  politic  ;  wheth- 
er it  is  just?  He  thought  it  would  be  neither. 
He  thought  it  far  better  to  let  the  law  remain 
as  it  now  stands.  What  had  been  the  history 
of  this  country  on  the  subject  of  patent  rights  ? 
It  was  known  to  aU,  that  the  privilege  granted 
hy  the  patent  law,  had  been  extensively  diffused 
through  the  Union.  The  number  of  patents 
actually  issued  was  very  great;  the  number 
pretended  to  be  enjoyed  was  greater  still.  Im- 
positions were  multiplied.  In  some  districts  of 
the  Union  very  large  amounts  of  money  had 
been  collected  from  such  as  were  afraid  of  the 
expense  of  a  lawsuit,  by  persons  claiming  to 
have  a  patent  for  the  use  or  manufacture  of  cer- 
tain articles;  and,  after  they  had  gone  through 
a  whole  region,  thus  practising  on  the  fears  or 
ignorance  of  the  inhabitants,  it  turned  out, 
when  at  laat  some  one  had  hardihood  enough 
to  contest  their  claim,  that  they  had  no  right 
at  all.  This  was  especially  the  case  in  those 
States  which  were  of  extensive  size,  and  the 
distance  from  the  circuit  court  occasioned  for- 
midable expenses  in  resorting  to  trial.  The 
claimant  brings  a  patent  in  his  hand,  and  thus 
has  prima  fa/iie  evidence  of  the  validity  of  his 
right ;  he  asks,  perhaps,  but  eight  or  ten  dol- 
lars for  the  article ;  who  would  not  rather  pay 
that  sum  than  run  the  risk  of  travelling  one  or 
two  hundred  miles,  to  the  circuit  court,  taking 


witnesses  with  him,  at  the  risk,  if  he  fails,  of 
having  treble  damages  to  pay,  and^  if  this  bill 
passes,  costs  to  boot?  He  could  scarce  con- 
ceive of  a  measure  better  calculated  to  enable 
designing  men  to  roam  at  large  and  prey  upon 
the  community. .  He  thought,  for  his  part,  that 
the  law  was  already  hard  enough.  It  gave 
already  enormous  advantages  to  the  patentee 
over  his  opponent;  and  if  costs  were  to  be 
superadded,  it  destroyed  all  prospect  of  suc- 
cessful contest.  Costs,  it  must  be  remembered, 
are,  in  their  nature^ery  indeterminate;  their 
amount  might  increase  to  such  a  sum  as  would 
ruin  a  man.  To  he  sure,  the  amendment  now 
reported  makes  the  biU  better,  so  far  as  it  goes ; 
hut,  even  under  the  hill,  as  amended,  if  a  pat- 
entee does  but  obtain  a  verdict  for  thirty -four 
dollars,  he  gets  his  costs  also  allowed  him,  be- 
cause treble  the  verdict  runs  over  one  hundred 
dollars,  and  brings  him  within  the  provisions  of 
the  bill.  Is  it  not  proper,  asked'Mr.  B.,  that 
the  pretended  patentee  shall  first  be  made  to 
establish  his  right  before  his  opponent  is  threat- 
ened with  treble  damages  and  costs?  He 
thought  the  law  should  at  least  be  left  unal- 
tered ;  for  himself,  he  felt  more  disposed  to  cur- 
tail than  to  extend  it. 

Mr.  LrvEEMOEB  said,  that,  at  first,  he  had 
viewed  the  object  and  provisions  of  the  pres- 
ent hill  as  proper  and  expedient ;  but,  on  fur- 
ther reflection,  he  had  seen  reason  to  alter  that 
opinion.  He  thought,  however,  that  the  fault 
of  the  system  did  not  lie  so  much  in  that  fea- 
ture of  it  which  allowed  costs  where  damages 
over  one  hmidred  dollars  were  obtained,  but  in 
that  which  previously  allowed  the  verdict  of 
the  jury  to  be  treble.  Why  should  not  suitors 
under  the  patent  law  he  placed  on  the  same 
footing  with  other  suitors  ?  The  alteration  he 
wished  to  prevail  was  to  repeal  the  treble  dam- 
ages and  allow  costs  in  all  cases.  But  if  it 
should  be  deemed  proper  to  alter  that  provi- 
sion, then  he  thought  that  costs  should  be  given, 
rather  where  the  amount  was  under  one  hun- 
dred dollars  than  over  that  sum.  If  a  verdict 
was  obtained  for  ten  dollars  and  treble,  the  ad- 
ditional twenty  dollars  was  not  likely  to  be 
enough  to  cover  the  costs.  He  wished  to  see 
the  whole  system  placed  under  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  to  be  remodelled ;  he  would 
also  give  the  State  courts  concxirrent  jurisdic- 
tion with  those  of  the  United-  States,  in  cases 
under  the  patent  law. 

Mr.  Webster,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Btjohanaw, 
'said  that  he  felt  no  particular  anxiety  on  the 
subject  of  this  bill;  but,  having  charge  of  the 
bill,  it  seemed  proper  of  him  to  say  something 
in  its  defence.  The  House  would  recoUect,  he 
said,  that  this  whole  case  of  patents  is  taken, 
by  the  law,  out  of  the  hands  of  the  State  courts, 
the  jurisdiction  over  it  being  exclusively  re- 
served to  the  courts  of  the  United  States.  The 
power  of  legislating  on  this  subject  is  taken 
from  the  States  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  And,  at  this  time  of  day,  and  he- 
fore  this  Assembly,  Mr.  W.  said  he  need  not 
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argue  that  the  right  of  the  inventor  is  a  high 
property;  it  is  the  fruit  of  his  mind — it  be- 
longs to  him  more  than  any  other  property — he 
does  not  inherit  it — he  takes  it  by  no  man's 
gilt — it  peculiarly  belongs  to  him,  and  he  ought 
to  be  protected  in  the  enjoyment  of  it.  Pre- 
cisely as  the  arts  advance,  Mr.  W.  went  on  to 
say,  does  property  of  this  description  become 
valuable ;  where  the  nicest  machinery  is  in  oper- 
ation, it  is  there  that  the  improvements  of  in- 
ventors are  in  the  highest  estimation — and  with 
regard  to  those  branches  of  industry  which 
have  been  most  successful  in  this  country,  they 
are  more  indebted  to  the  ingenuity  of  invent- 
ors— to  the  power  oFmind  in  the  improvement 
of  machinery,  than  to  another  species  of  aid 
which  they  have  received  from  time  to  time. 
It  is  to  encourage  these  inventions  that  our 
patent  laws  are  designed.  Is  it  any  answer  to 
this  argument  in  their  favor,  that  impositions 
are  sometinJBs  practised  under  cover  of  these 
laws  ?  Is  it  not  so  with  every  thing  else  ?  With 
regard  to  land,  for  example — are  there  not 
many  persons  pretending  to  have  titles  to  land 
who  really  have  no  title?  Are  there  not  as 
many  speculations  in  landed  property  as  in  the 
property  of  mind  ?  And  shall  a  man  not  re- 
cover his  right  to  land  because  the  world  is  full 
of  pretensions  of  right  to  land  where  no  right 
exists  ?  Surely  not.  It  was  said  by  an  honor- 
able member  from  the  "West  the  other  day,  that 
the  people  in  his  part  of  the  country  did  not 
know  that  there  was  such  a  thing  as  a  patent 
oflBce  in  the  country,  or  such  a  clause  in  the 
constitution  as  that  which  relat^  to  patent 
rights.  Mr.  W.  said  he  did  not  know  that  on 
this  account  the  House  should  accommodate  its 
legislation  precisely  to  that  state  of  information. 
The  error  was  not  in  the  constitution  or  the 
patent  laws,  but  in  the  want  of  knowledge 
among  the  people,  and  could  only  be  corrected 
by  its  diffusion.  In  restricting  the  patentee  to 
the  recovery  of  mere  judicial  damages,  Mr.  W. 
continued,  justice  was  not  done  to  him.  He 
cannot  sue  for  all  his  right  at  once,  because  the 
violations  by  which  he  is  deprived  of  it  are 
numerous.  Suppose  you  were  to  compel  a 
man,  in  suing  for  land,  'to  sue  for  it  acre  by 
acre — ^he  might  get  his  land,  indeed,  but  he 
would  be  ruined  by  the  process  of  recovery.  It 
was  because  the  particular  injury  in  the  case  of 
the  viotetion  of  a  patent  right  was  small,  and 
the  expense  of  redressing  it  great,  that  the  pro- 
vision of  this  bill  appeared  to  be  expedient.  A. 
redress  of  the  actual  injury  was  not  sufficient 
in  this  class  of  cases — if  the  penalty  for  the  vio- 
lation was  not  sufficient  to  act  m  terrorem,  it 
was  nothing.  Do  not  aU  penal  statutes,  Mr. 
W.  asked,  go  on  the  ground,  that  damages  are 
not  only  to  be  given  to  indemnify  a  sulferer  in 
a  particular  case,  but  to  such  an  amount  as  to 
deter  others  from  doing  the  like  ?  The  argu- 
ment «f  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  be- 
sides, went  too  far.  If  the  damages  are  award- 
ed at  five  httndred  dollars,  as  the  law  now 
stands,  costs  are  allowed ;  whilst,  if  the  dama- 


ges be  but  ten  dollars,  they  are  not  allowisdj, 
What  justice  was  there  in  this?  Where  an 
action  is  brought  to  recover  damages  for  the 
use  of  an  invention  or  improvement  in  ma- 
chinery, the  common  rule  is,  to  settle  the 
amount  of  damages  at  the  sale  price  of  the  ar- 
ticle ;  and  one  of  the  injurious  consequences  to 
defendants,  themselves,  from  the  present  state 
of  the  law,  is,  that  the  juries  give  as  much 
damages  as  will  carry  the  costs.  He  could  as- 
sure xhe  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  what- 
ever might  be  said  in  other  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, there  was  no  right  which  an  independent 
jury  of  the  part  of  the  country  in  which  he 
resided  woujd  protect  with  more  certainty  or 
vigilance,  than  the  patent  right.  In  a  clear 
case,  where  the  intention  to  deprive  the  in- 
ventor of  the  benefit  of  his  patent  was  obvious, 
the  juiy  would,  in  almost  any  case,  give  dama- 
ges to  the  full  amount  of  five  hundred  dollars. 
This  biU,  therefore,  would,  in  this  respect,  be 
beneficial  to  the  defendants  themselves.  On 
the  part  of  patentees  there  were  so  many  things 
to  be  proved — for  instance,  that  the  invention 
is  new,  that  it  is  useful,  that  the  specification  is 
accurate,  &c. — so  much  nicety  was  required,  as 
to  throw  sufficient  obstacles  in  his  way.  The 
right  of  the  patentee,  Mr.  "W.  said,  was  one 
which  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
had  authorized  and  enjoined  upon  Congress 
to  protect ;  the  party  injured  has  no  security 
or  resort  elsewhere,  but  to  the  courts  of  the 
United  States;  and  if  it  was  reasonable  that 
in  such  case  he  should  be  entitled  to  recover 
costs  where  the  damages  amount  to  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  then  thisbUl  ought  to  pass;  if  not, 
it  ought  not  to  pass. 

Mr.  Btjohanak,  in  reply,  observed,  that  no 
one  could  be  more  disposed  to  protect  the  just 
rights  of  patentees  than  he  was ;  nor  could  any 
person  concur  more  heartily  than  he  did  in  the 
sentiments  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  respecting  the  property  which 
an  inventor  has  in  that  which  is  the  product  of 
his  own  genius ;  yet  he  held  it  to  be  a  principle 
in  legislation,  while  guarding  the  rights  of  one 
individual,  not  to  forget  or  to  impair  those  of 
the  rest  of  the  community.  A  wise  legislator 
was  bound  to  give  equal  protection  to  the  rights 
of  all.  Ever  since  the  passage  of  the  patent 
law  under  the  constitution,  the  courts  had  been 
open  to  patentees,  and  the  burden  of  proof  had 
always  been  cast  on  the  violator,  of  his  pa- 
tent. He  must  prove  that  his  act  was  no  vio- 
lation of  the  patent,  or  that  the  patent  was  in 
itself  invalid.  This  operated,  at  least  in  that 
part  of  the  Union  which  he  had  the  honor  to 
represent,  as  a  great  hardship ;  yet  it  had  been 
cheerfully  submitted  to,  and  the  mere  produc- 
tion of  the  patent  was  allowed  to  be  presump- 
tive ^viden  ce  in  favor  of  the  patentee.  But  the 
law  went  farther;  it  not  only  threw  the  bur- 
den of  proof  on  the  alleged  violator^  but  it 
tripled  aU  damages  against  him.  And  now  it 
was  proposed  to  go  farther  still,  and  to  allow 
all  costs  in  the  baigain,  wherever  these  dama- 
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ges  should,  -when  tripled,  amount  to  $100.  Had 
he  rightly  heard  and  understood  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  ?  Did  he  say  that,  in  that 
part  of  the  Union,  a  jury  woiild  always  give  a 
verdict  of  |500  ?  If  such  were  the  fact,  he  did 
not  wonder  that  the  voice  of  the  community 
was  never  heard  against  the  provisions  of  the 
law.  Who  would  not  rather  pay  $10  than  run 
the  risk  of  a  verdict  of  $500,  to  be  tripled 
with  costs?  No  wonder  there  was  a  deep 
silence.  The  act,  as  amended  by  this  biU, 
placed  the  community  at  the  mercy  of  paten- 
tees. To  oblige  a  man  to  go  two  or  three  hun- 
dred miles  to  court,  tlien  oblige  him  to  prove 
the  patent  false,  and,  if  he  fails,  to  make  him 
pay  triple  damages,  and  costs  of  suit,  is  to  place 
an  array  of  obstacles  in  the  way  that  must,  in 
most  cases,  effectually  prevent  the  validity  of 
patents  from  being  ever  contested.  Such  ought 
not  to  be  the  practical  operation  of  law  on  this 
subject.  If  the  law  is  left  as  it  now  stands, 
will  the  patentee  suffer  any  injury  ?  None  at 
all.  Suppose  his  patent  is  a  good  and  valid  one, 
and  suppose  he  has  to  sue  in  order  to  establish 
that  fact,  will  not  such  a  suit  be,  in  effect,  a  ben- 
efit? Can  he  not  thenceforth  exhibit  with  his 
patent  the  verdict  that  has  confirmed  it  ?  But, 
if  this  bill  becomes  a  law,  it  will  go  forth 
throughout  the  country  to  let  loose  unprinci- 
pled pretenders  to  prowl  upon  the  community. 
He  was  very  sorry  it  had  been  his  lot  to  differ 
in  opinion  from  the  honorable  member  from 
Massachusetts,  for  whose  opinions  no  man  cher- 
ished a  more  profound  respect;  but  he  had 
been  reluctantly  urged  by  a  sense  of  duty  .to 
oppose  a  bill  which  he  conceived  to  be  fraught 
with  injury. 
Mr.  Olaeke,  of  New  York,  then  moved 

"  That  the  biU,  with  the  amendment,  be  recommit- 
ted to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  instruc- 
tions to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  so 
much  of  the  law  upon  the  subject  of  the  violation  of 
J  patents,  as  provides  for  the  recovery  of  triple  damages 
Tn  suits  brought  by  patentees  for  such  violation,  and 
that  where  judgment  shall  pass  for  defendant,  or  the 
plaintiff  become  non-suit,  or  suffer  discontinuance, 
the  defendant  shall  recover  double  costs." 

The  motion  Vas  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  re- 
committed accordingly. 

Boad  from  Memphis  to  Little  Roch  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Arhcmsas. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  surveying 
and  making  a  road  from  Memphis,  in  Tennes- 
see, to  Little  Rock,  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas, 
was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Bassett  rose  and  said,  that,  as  several 
bills  on  this  subject  were  before  the  House,  he 
wished  that  opportunity  might  be  afforded,  to 
those  who  have  constitutional  objections  to 
acting  on  the  subject  at  all,  to  discuss  the  gen- 
eral principle  before  going  into  the  details.  This 
was  more  widely  involved  in  the  general  biU 
which  had  been  reported  for  estimates  and  sur- 
veys, &c. ;  and,  in  order  to  await  a  decision  on 
that  bUl,  he  moved  to  lay  this  bill  on  the  table, 


with  an  intention  that  it  should  not  be  called 
up  until  after  the  general  bill  should  be  acted 
upon. 

This  motion  was  negatived — a.yes  76. 
Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  inquired 
whether  any  part  of  this  road  was  to  pass 
through  the  State  of  Tennessee,  or  whether  the 
whole  of  it  lay  exclusively  in  Arkansas  ?  His 
vote  would  entirely  depend  upon  the  answer  to 
this  question.  [After  it  was  answered,  that  no 
part  of  this  road  would  pass  through  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  Mr.  E.  saM.  he  had  then  no  objec- 
tion to  the  bill.*] 

Mr.  Allbjt,  of  Tennessee,  advocated  the  bill, 
as  it  would  be  a  saving  of  more  than  four  or 
five  hundred  miles  to  emigrants,  in  reaching  th« 
lands  of  that  Territory,  and  thus  facilitate 
greatly  the  settlement  of  the  pubhc  lands.  It 
was  no  new  precedent,  but  had  frequently  been 
done  for  Territories  less  insulated  than  Ar- 
kansas. 

Mr.  Conway  stated  the  facts  of  the  case. 
Memphis  is  situated  on  the  East  bank  of  Missis- 
sippi Eiver,  in  the  southwest  corner  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  at  the  point  on  the  river 
commonly  denominated  the  Lower  Chickasaw 
Bluffs.  No  part  of  the  road,  therefore,  could 
go  through  Tennessee  unless  it  was  made  pur- 
posely retrograde  to  effect  that  object.  To 
show  that  the  present  was  no  novel  application 
to  Congress,  Mr.  C.  referred  to  a  series  of  acts 
making  appropriations  for  similar  objects.  In 
1806,  $6,400  was  granted  for  a  road  from  the 
frontier  of  Georgia  toward  New  Orleans,  in  the 
31st  degree  pf  north  latitude;  $6,000  waa 
granted  the  same  year  for  a  road  from  the 
Mississippi  to  the  Ohio;  $6,000  for  another 
road  from  Nashville  to  Natchez. 

In  1811,  $6,000  was  appropriated  for  two 
roads  to  the  south  of  Lake  Erie.  In  1816, 
$8,000  was  given  for  a  road  from  Shawnee 
Town,  on  the  Ohio,  to  Kaskaskia. 

$10,000  had  been  granted,  in  1816,  to  open  a 
road  from  Fort  Hawkins,  in  Georgia,  to  Fort 
Stoddart,  in  Alabama,  and  another  from  Colum- 
bia, Tennessee,  to  MadisonviUe,  in  Louisiana. 

He  enumerated  also  several  grants  of  $4,000 
and  $5,000,  for  the  repair  of  roads  in  several 
parts  of  the  frontier.  He  was  far  from  com- 
plaining of  this  liberality  to  others — aU  he 
asked  was  a  proper  participation  by  the  Terri- 
tory he  represented.  That  Territory  was  in- 
sulated in  its  situation ;  with  a  population  of  but 
50,000  white  inhabitants,  it  contained  from 
40,000  to  50,000  Indians.  From  various  indi- 
cations of  uneasiness  among  the  latter,  there 
was  a  general  anticipation  of  another  Indian 
war,  twelve  or  eighteen  months  hence,  possibly 
sooner.  "Without  such  a  road,  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  transport  troops  and  munitions  of 
war  into  that  Territory  to  any  effect.  What 
they  asked  for  was  a  military  and  post  road. 

*  Mr.  Floyd  was  one  of  tlie  strict  constrnction  school  of 
Tirginia,  and,  it  is  presumed,  spoke  the  sentiments  of  the 
whole  school  in  what  he  said. 
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The  United  States  owned  within  that  Territory 
more  than  fifteen  millions  of  acres  of  land,  which 
could  not  come  to  a  market  for  want  of  a  road 
to  get  to  it.  He  had,  besides,  been  informed, 
both  by  the  Secretary  of  War  and  Quarter- 
master General,  that  the  delay  of  mails  to  and 
from  the  Territory  was  so  great  that  no  returns 
had  been  received  in  proper  time,  if  at  all ;  the 
proposed  road  would  remove  this  evil,  and 
facilitate  the  communication  with  Government. 

Mr.  IsAOKS,  of  Tennessee,  advocated  the  bill  at 
considerable  length,  dwelling  on  the  facilities  it 
would  furnish  to  emigration,  and  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Territory — on  the  importance  of 
the  Territory,  as  a  part  of  our  frontier  toward 
Texas,  and  the  policy  of  obtaining  for  it  a  sub- 
stantial and  speedy  population. 

Mr.  OoNWAT,  perceiving  that  some  members 
seemed  to  feel  hesitation  respecting  the  bUl,  as 
proposing  a  road  which  began  its  course  in 
Tennessee,  moved  to  recommit  it,  with  instruc- 
tions so  to  amend  the  bill,  as  to  provide  for  the 
road's  commencing  within  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas,  at  a  point  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
Mississippi,  opposite  to  Memphis. 

Mr.  Teimble  thought  that  there  was  no  ne- 
cessity for  this,  if  a  better  road,  and  cheaper, 
might  be  obtained  by  passing  for  a  few  mOes 
within  the  State  of  Tennessee.  While  up,  he 
would  remark,  that  many  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas  came  within  our 
jurisdiction  solely  by  the  treaty  which  ceded 
Louisiana  to  the  United  States ;  these  had  cer- 
tainly a  strong  claim  on  us  for  protection.  They 
were  exposed  to  peculiar  danger  from  the  great 
accumulation  of  Indians  within  that  territory 
since  it  became  United  States  property,  which 
was  produced  by  the  wise  policy  pursued  by  our 
Government  in  other  parts  of  the  frontier,  in 
separating  the  tribes  from  each  other.  In 
Arkansas  they  were  now  in  a  measure  concen- 
trated, and  being  withal  much  dissatisfied,  there 
was  some  prospect  of  war.  5,000  Oherokees 
are  to  be  added  to  their  numbers  in  the  spring. 
Should  a  war  break  out,  the  necessity  for  the 
road  was  manifest.  Mr.  T.  was  decidedly 
friendly  to  the  biU. 

Some  further  conversation  took  place,  when 
the  bill  was  recommitted. 


TuBSDAT,  January  6. 
A  Message  from  the  Pebsidbnt  of  the  Unit- 
ed  States,  received  yesterday,   was  read  as 
follows : 

To  the  House  of  Sepreientatives  of  the  United  States  ; 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  18th  of  December  last,  re- 
questing copies  of  contracts  for  cannon,  cannon  shot, 
muskets,  and  other  small  arms,  which  have  been  en- 
tered into  since  the  1st  of  January,  1820,  and  for 
other  detailed  information  therein  specified,  I  here- 
with transmit  a  report,  with  accompanying  docu- 
ments, from  the  Department  of  War. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Washington,  January  5,  1824. 


The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

The  MeimpTm  cmd-Little  Rock  Arhcmaas  Terri- 
torial Boad. 
Mr.  Hemphill,  from  the  Committee  on  Koads 
and  Canals,  to  which  was  recommitted  the  bill 
to  authorize  the  surveying  and  making  a  road 
from  Memphis,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  to 
Little  Eock,  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  re- 
ported the  same  with  an  amendment,  which 
was  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  re-engrossed,  and  read  a  thurd 
time  to-morrow. 

Ouachita  Land  Claim  of  the  Ma/rquis  de  Maism 
Rouge  {Red  House.') 

Mr.  Beent  moved  that  the  House  do  come  to 
the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  land  comniissioneis 
in  Louisiana,  together  with  all  the  evidence,  papers, 
and  documents,  on  file  in  this  House,  relative  to  the 
claim  of  the  representatives  of  the  Marquis  de  Maison 
Eouge  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Ouachita,  in  Lonisiaiia, 
containing  thirty  square  leagues,  or  upwards,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims, 
with  instructions  to  report  thereon,  with  a  view  to 
the  final  disposal  of  the  same. 

The  resolution,  after  some  debate,  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Memorial  of  D.  W.  Coxe,  representing  the  elaiim 
of  the  Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Land  Claims,  stated  he  was  instructed  by 
thS  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  ask 
that  they  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  memorial  of  Daniel  W.  Coxe, 
for  a  confirmation  of  a  gi-ant  of  land  to  the 
Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge,  and  the  accompany- 
ing documents.  As  a  reason  for  making  this 
request,  he  said,  several  members,  of  whom  he 
was  one,  had  received  several  letters  from  Mr. 
Coxe,  intimating  he  had  not  requested  any  per- 
son to  bring  his  claim  before  Congress  at  this 
session ;  that  he  had  withdrawn  his  vouchers ; 
had  sought  redress  in  the  courts  of  Louisiana; 
and  that  he  did  not  wish  any  step  to  be  taken 
by  Congress  in  relation  to  his  claim. 

Mr.  C.  said  among  the  cases  referred  to  the 
committee,  there  was  a  memorial  of  Mr.  Xloxe, 
dated  in  1820 ;  that  there  was  on  file  no  proof 
to  support  his  claim,  but  much  intended  to  in- 
validate it.  He  hoped  the  committee  would  be 
discharged. 

Mr.  Beent  opposed  this  request,  and  contend- 
ed that,  as  to  this  claim,  it  was  the  duty  of  this 
House  to  decide  upon  its  validity.  It  had  been 
reported  on  four  years  ago,  and  the  final  deci- 
sion had  been  delayed  by  Mr.  Coxe  all  that  time; 
the  result  of  which  was,  that  the  lands,  were 
heft  back  frorh  market,  to  the  great  injury  both 
of  Louisiana  and  the  United  States.  He  now 
withdraws  his  papers ;  but  this  should  not  pre- 
vent an  investigation.  Did  he  believe  there 
was  a  shadow  of  equity  in  the  claim,  Mi-.  B. 
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would  act  otherwise  ;  but  knowing,  as  he  did, 
that  the  claim  was  illegal,  and  believing  it  to 
he  a  most  iniquitous  one,  he  wished  that  a  de- 
cision of  the  committee  might  he  had,  to  put 
an  end  to  it.  He  admitted,  as  a  general  posi- 
tion, that  every  petitioner  has  a  right  to  with- 
draw his  petition;  hut  there  were  exceptions 
to  the  rule. 

Mr.  J.  T.  JoHNSoJT,  of  Kentucky,  urged  the 
propriety  of  discha"rging  the  committee  from 
the  consideration  of  this  claim,  Mr.  Coxe  having 
resorted  to  the  courts  of  law  for  a  decision  of 
it,  and  withdrawn  it  from  this  House,  &c. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  committee  was 
discharged,  and  the  memorial  was  laid  on  the 
table. 


"Wednesday,  January  7. 
Little  Bock  and  Memphis  Arkansas  Territorial 
Road. 
An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  surveying  and  making  a  road  from 
a  point  opposite  the  town  of  Memphis,  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  to  Little  Rock,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Arkansas,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed.* 


*  The  case  of  this  Little  Eock  and  Memphis  (Arkansas) 
road  is  one  of  the  strongest  that  can  be  conceived  to  lUos- 
trate  the  diflference  between  States  and  Territories  in  the 
road-making  power  claimed,  or  asserted  by  Congress.  *  In 
the  first  place,  the  ivm&  was,  of  all  others  in  the  history  of 
our  Government,  the  most  propitious  to  thorough  inquiry 
and  correct  decision.  It  was  at  the  session  of  1823-'4,  when 
Internal  Improvement  was  a  prominent  subject  of  public 
consideration,  and  when  Congress  was  long  occupied  with 
propositions  to  adopt  it  as  a  system.  Being  thus  thoroughly 
occupied  with  the  question,  the  decision  of  Congress  was 
that  of  full  consideration ;  and  while  diversity  of  opinion 
prevailed  as  to  the  power  of  making  these  improvements  in 
the  States,  there  was  no  difference  of  opinion  with  respect 
to  the  Territories.  They  were  the  property  of  Congress, 
subject  only  to  the  conditions  on  which  they  were  ceded  by 
the  States,  or  foreign  nations,  and  Congress  acted  with  them 
without  reference  to  the  Constitution  of  the  tlnited  States, 
but  according  to  the  principles  of  the  constitution  which 
itself  had  given  them  on  the  7th  day  of  August,  1789,  when 
it  adopted  the  great  Territorial  Ordinance  of  July  13th, 
1787.  That  is  the  constitution  of  the  Territories ;  but  being 
a  constitution  given  by  Congress,  it  was  subject  to  excep- 
tions and  modifications  by  its  author.  With  respect  to 
roads,  canals,  ferries,  &c,  Congress  has  made  them  in  the 
Territories,  without  reference  to  the  constitution,  from  the 
time  of  the  first  road,  and  its  three  ferries,  In  Ohio,  in  1796, 
(when  Ebenezer  Zano  received  three  sections  of  land,  one 
at  the  crossing  of  the  Muskingum,  one  at  the  Hockhocking, 
and  one  at  the  Scioto,  to  make  the  road  from  Wheeling  to 
Limestone,  (Maysville,  Kentucky,)  and  keep  it  in  repair, 
and  the  ferries  in  order;)  from  that  day  to  the  present  Con- 
gress has  been  making  these  roads  without  reference  to  the 
constitution,  because  universally  held  that  the  constitution 
did  not  extend  to  Territories,  In  my  thirty-two  yeajis  of 
congressional  service  I  can  well  say,  I  never  heard  a  ques- 
tion raised  about  the  right  of  Congress  to  make  in  the  Ter- 
ritories the  local  improvements  which  it  pleased.  I  have 
seen  members  of  all  political  schools  constantly  voting  for 
such  objects — the  strict  constructionists  generally  inqliiring 


Contracts  for  Gann/m,  &c. 

Mr.  CooEE  moved  to  take  np  the  report  of 
the  Secretaiy  of  War,  (enclosed  in  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  of  yesterday,)  respecting  certain 
contracts  for  cannon,  cannon  shot,  and  small 
arms'  and  refer  it  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Lathrop  moved  that  the  report  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.       > 

Mr.  OooKE  said  it  had  been  the  universal 
practice  of  the  House,  where  documents  were 
obtained  from  the  Departments  by  special  calls 
of  the  House,  to  allowrhe  mover  of  the  call  to 
have  the  documents  submitted  to  a  select  com-i 
mittee.  The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
were  already  crowded  with  business,  to  which, 
if  they  suitably  attended,  (and  he  did  not  doubt 
they  would  do  so,)  their  hands  would  be  full. 
He  hoped  that  committee  would  make  a  general 
and  timeous  report  on  all  the  matters  before 
them,  so  that  the  House  might  have  opportuni- 
ty to  consider  it  some  time  before  the  appropria- 
tion bill  at  the  close  of  the  session  was  passed. 
He  asked  it,  as  a  courtesy,  that  the  gentleman 
would  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  Latheop  consented  to  withdraw  it  ac- 
cordingly, and  the  documents  were  referred,  as 
moved  by  Mr.  Cooke,  to  a  select  committee, 
and  Messrs.  Cooke,  Smyth,  Steeling,  Mab- 
YJS,  Buchanan,  Bassett,  and  McLean,  '  of 
Ohio,  were  appointed  the  said  select  committee. 

Gontested  Election. 

The  House  took  up  the  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday,  which  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Little 
to  insert  the  word  "not"  in  the  second  resolu- 
tion reported  by  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
so  as  to  make  it  read  "  that  Parmenio  Adams 
is  'not'  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House." 

The  debate  on  this  subject  was  continued  till 
nearly  three  o'clock,  when,  the  question  being 
taken  on  the  amendment,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative — ayes  85,  noes  112. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  agreeing 
with  the  report  of  the  committee,  (which  ad- 
mits Mr.  Adams  to  a  seat,)  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative — ^yeas  116,  nays  85. 

And  thereupon,  the  said  Pahmenio  Adams 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  as 
one  of  the  Eepresentatives  in  this  House  for 
the  State  of  New  Tork. 

[The  debate  in  the  House  of  Eepresentatives 


if  the  road  was  limited  to  the  Territory,  and  voting  for  the 
bill  if  it  was.  The  case  of  this  Memphis  and  Little  Eock 
road  was  the  strongest  illustration  of  the  difference  between 
a  State  and  a  Territory.  Because  Memphis  was  in  a  State, 
and  the  road  was  to  be  exclusive  of  it,  (Jfom  Memplds,) 
and  the  first  step  from  it  would  have  been  into  the  Missis- 
sippi where  it  was  a  hundred  feet  deep,  yet  the  bill  was 
required  to  be  altered,  and  the  beginning  point  fixed  incon- 
testably  on  Territorial  ground. — But  this  is  only  one  case. 
The  statute  book  is  full  of  these  Territorial  acts,  and  I  feel 
that  it  may  be  safely  assumed,  that  no  person  has  ever 
served  one  term  in  Congress  without  voting  for  these  local 
improvements  in  Territories,  even  the  most  strict  consti- 
tutional constructionist,  and  upon  the  ground  that  the  con- 
stitution did  not  extend  to  Territories. 
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on  the  contested  election  from  the  29th  District 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  turned  in  effect  upon 
a  single  point,  viz :  whether  a  printed  ballot, 
having  the  stroke  of  a  pen  drawn  through  it, 
should  or  should  not  be  admitted  as  a  valid 
vote.  From  the  returns  of  the  inspectors  of 
the  election,  it  was  admitted,  on  all  hands,  that 
the  two  candidates  came  within  a  single  vote 
of  having  an  equal  number :  the  same  returns, 
or  rather  the  certificates  accompanying  them, 
stated  that  one  of  the  votes  for  Isaac  Wilson 
was  of  the  description  mentioned :  the  printed 
letters  were  distinctly  legible,  but  a  dash  with 
a  pen  was  drawn  across  the  whole  name :  on 
this  account  the  inspectors  rejected  the  vote, 
and  it  was  not  counted.  The  omission  of  this 
ballot,  after  the  deduction  on  each  side  for 
erroneous  returns,  gave  Mr.  Adams  a  majority 
of  one.  The  advocates  of  Mr.  Wilson  con- 
tended that,  as  the  ballot  contained  no  other 
name,  and  it  was  not  to  be  presumed  that  the 
elector  would  give  in  a  blank  ballot,  the  mark 
with  the  pen  ought  to  be  disregarded,  and  the 
vote  counted  as  good :  for  it  was  possible  the 
voter  might  have  been  an  old  man,  and  did  not 
see  the  line  across  the  name,  or  a  simple  man, 
who,  intending  to  vote  for  Mr.  Wilson,  had 
been  cheated  out  of  his  vote,  by  having  this 
obliterated  ballot  put  into  his  hand  by  an  ad- 
vocate of  the  opposite  candidate,  &c.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  was  insisted  that  the  inspectors 
were,  by  the  laws  of  New  York,  the  constitu- 
tional judges  of  the  genuineness  or  fraudulent 
character  of  the  ballots ;  that  they  had  decided 
on  this  ballot  from  ocular  inspection,  pubhcly, 
under  oath,  and  with  entire  unanimity;  and 
that  it  was  no  uncommon  thing,  in  that  State, 
to  erase  names  printed  on  election  tickets,  and 
even  to  put  ballots,  entirely  blank,  into  the 
ballot  boxes ;  instances  of  which  were  quoted 
as  having  taken  place  in  ballotings  in  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  York,  and  also  in  Congress.  That 
the  voter  might  have  been  induced  by  a  fear 
of  offending  Mr.  Wilson,  or  some  friend  of  his, 
to  appear  to  vote  for  him,  while  the  voter 
secretly  nullified  the  vote  by  first  obliterating 
the  name.  (The  ballots  are  folded  up,  so  as 
that  the  name  is  concealed.)  To  an  objection 
that  the  voter  must  be  out  of  his  senses  to  lose 
a  day  in  attending  the  polls  merely  for  the  sake 
of  putting  in  a  blank  ballot,  which  effected 
nothing  on  either  side,  it,  was  replied  that 
many  other  officers  besides  members  of  Con- 
gress, were  voted  for  at  the  same  time,  and 
that  he  might  have  gone  to  the  polls  to  vote 
effectually  for  these,  or  some  of  them,  without 
wishing  to  effect  by  his  vote  the  choice  of  Con- 
gressman at  all.  The  advocates  of  Mr.  WUson, 
however,  denied  that  the  instances  of  blank 
votes  given  in  the  State  Legislature,  or  in  Con- 
gress, formed  a  case  in  point ;  because,  there, 
the  election  turning  on  a  majority  of  the  whole 
number  of  votes  given,  blank  votes  were  count- 
ed, and  therefore  did,  ultimately  and  indirectly, 
affect  the  election ;  but  in  public  elections  at 
the  polls,  the  greater  number  of  votes  alone 


was  considered,  and  a  blank  ballot,  not  being 
counted,  effected  absolutely  nothing.  They  re- 
jected, as  derogatory  to  the  character  of  an 
American  freeman,  the  idea  that  he  could  be 
intimidated  into  acting  the  farce  of  depositing 
a  blank  ballot ;  but  were  answered  by  the  fact 
that,  in  that  part  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
great  influence  is  exerted  over  voters  by  the 
agents  of  great  land  companies,  to  whom  voters 
are  indebted  on  account  of  their  farms;  one 
of  these  companies,  (the  Holland  Land  Compa- 
ny,) owns  a  tract  which  covers  six  entire  coun- 
ties, and  its  agent  exercises  a  well-known  and 
powerful  influence  in  political  matters,  &c. 

The  propriety  of  rejecting  the  erased  or 
crossed  ballot,  was  advocated  by  Mr.  Stobes, 
Mr.  Maetindale,  Mr.  Baylies,  Mr.  Faeeellt, 
Mr.  Mallaet,  and  Mr.  Sloane  ;  and  opposed 
by  Mr.  Ten  Etok,  Mr.  Thompson  of  Kentucky, 
Mr.  Ellis,  Mr.  Weight,  and  Mr.  Little. 

Those  who  supported  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Little,  which  went  also  to  exclude  Mr.  Adams 
from  a  seat  in  the  House,  were,  Mr.  Gazlat, 
Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Olabk,  Mr.  Cambeeleng,  Mr. 
Mangum,  and  Mr.  Hoobboom.  Those  who 
opposed  it,  were,  Mr.  Wood,  Mr.  MoDhttib, 
Mr.  Mallabt,  Mr.  Stoees,  and  Mr.  Sloame. 
The  debate  covered  the  same  ground  as  that 
of  yesterday.] 

Feidat,  January  9. 
Belief,  of  Scwah  Perry. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Tatloe  in  the  chair,  on  the 
following  bUl : 

A  Bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Peny,  mother  of  the 
late  Oliver  H.  Perry. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c..  That  there  shall  be  allowed, 
and  paid,  to  Sarah  Peny,  mother  of  Oliver  Hazard 
Perry,  late  a  Captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  a  pension,  or  annuity,  of  three  hundred  dol^ 
lars  per  annum,  payable  half  yearly,  from  and  after 
the  passage  of  tMs  act,  for  and  during  the  term  of 
her  natural  life,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasuiy 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Mr.  Fullee,  of  Massachusetts,  stated  the 
facts  of  the  case  for  which  the  bill  was  in- 
tended to  provide.  The  House  were  all  in  the 
remembrance  of  the  victory  obtained  on  Lake 
Erie,  in  1813,  its  brilliant  circumstances,  and 
its  important  results.  When  the  death  of  the 
gallant  oflBcer,  who  achieved  that  victory,  be- 
came known  to  Congress,  in  the  year  1819,  a 
bill  was  introduced,  and  promptly  passed,  which 
made  provision  for  the  support  of  his  wife  and 
children.  For  some  reason,  to  Mr.  F.  unknown, 
the  name  of  his  mother  was  not  inserted  in  the 
bill,  and  she  had  remained  entirely  dependent 
on  one  of  her  sons,  now  no  more,  who  sup- 
ported her  as  long  as  he  lived.  A  second  son, 
who  was  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Navy,  continued 
her  support  after  the  death  of  his  brother ;  but, 
three  years  since,  was  lost  at  sea  by  an  accident 
with  which  the  House  were  all  acquainted.  It 
was  then  that  application  was  made  by  Mrs. 
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Perry,  whose  last  dependence  was  taken  from 
her,  for  public  support.  A  bill  was  last  year 
brought  into  the  House  for  her  relief,  but,  from 
pressure  of  business,  or  some  other  cause,  had 
been  neglected  to  be  acted  upon.  The  present 
bill  had  the  same  object.  It  proposed  but  a 
slender  support,  and  the  object  of  its  provision 
was  far  advanced  in  years.  He  trusted  the  bill 
would  pass  without  opposition. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  asked  for 
the  reading  of  the  memorial  of  Mrs.  Perry, 
which  being  completed — 

Mr.  HAMiLTOjr  rose  and  addressed  the  House 
to  the  following  effect : 

I  hold  it,  sir,  as  a  position  not  to  be  contro- 
verted, that  a  country  or  government  is  quite 
as  much  bound  by  the  obligations  of  gratitude 
as  an  individual.  That  these  obligations  result 
from  great  and  extraordinary  benefits  conferred 
on  the  commonwealth,  producing  claims  which 
it  is  the  province  of  a  just  and  enlightened  na- 
tion to  canvass  and  appreciate.  And  further, 
that,  in  a  republic  like  ours,  where  we  give 
nothing  to  pride  and  luxury,  these  claims,  in- 
volving a  pecuniary  bounty,  are  to  be  consid- 
ered in  reference  to  the  extent  and  character 
of  the  services  on  which  they  are  founded ;  the 
ability  of  the  Government  to  discharge  them  ; 
the  existence  of  absolute  want  of  the  party  to 
be  relieved,  and  that  the  relief  itself  be  con- 
trolled by  the  practice  and  maxims  of  a  wise 
and  judicious  frugality.  It  is  under  these  prin- 
ciples, which  I  regard  as  altogether  axiomatic 
in  the  poUty  of  every  civilized  government,  that 
I  propose  to  bring  the  case  of  Mrs.  Perry. 

The  claims  of  this  lady  are  founded  on  the 
exalted  services  of  her  son,  Oliver  Hazard 
Perrv,  who,  in  the  hour  of  "  your  utmost 
need7'  won  for  you  a  victory  of  vast  and  ines- 
timable importance.  On  this  claim  a  peculiar 
and  emphatic  strength  is  conferred  by  the  fact, 
that  your  hero  did  not  more  entirely  owe  his 
life  to  his  mother  who  gave  him  birth,  than  he 
did  those  great  qualities  of  soul  which  enabled 
him  to  achieve  that  incomparable  exploit  with 
which.he  has  enriched  the  renown  of  his  coun- 
try. If  the  virtues  of  the  Gracchi  are  to  be  at- 
tributed to  the  lofty  sentiments  with  which  the 
daughter  of  Scipio  Africanus  imbued  their 
minds,  the  moral  power  of  Perry  is  as  truly  to 
be  traced  to  the  enlightened  instruction  of  his 
mpther,  who,  by  the  course  she  pursued  in  his 
education,  seems  to  have,  had  an  early  presenti- 
ment of  the  rich  fruits  which  would  reward  her 
maternal  labors.  For  such  a  task  this  lady  was 
eminently  qualified.  To  a  vigorous  and  culti- 
vated intellect,  she  unites,  in  as  high  a  degree 
as  any  one  I  have  ever  known,  a  refined  sense 
of  every  thing  that  is  truly  elevated  and  great 
in  human  action.  A  love  for  true  glory,  a  con- 
tempt of  death  and  danger,  an  ambition  con-. 
troUed  by  an  exalted  patriotism,  and  a  mag- 
nanimity partaking  of  all  the  generous  and 
noble  sympathies  of  our  nature,  were  the  les- 
sons she  successfully  and  incessantly  impressed 
on  the  mind  of  her  son.    I  speak  with  the  con- 


fidence of  one  having  a  personal  knowledge  of 
these  facts.  And  I  undertake  to  say  that  the 
triumphant  defeat  of  your  enemies  in  the  en- 
gagement of  the  10th  of  September,  when  you 
most  wanted  the  moral  effect  of  victory,  is 
essentially  to  be  attributed  to  her  who  is  now 
the  object  of  your  charity — ^to  her  who  cast 
your  hero  in  a  perfect  mould  of  heroism — who 
girded  on  his  sword,  and  bid  him  go  forth  and 
conquer. 

But  I  will  now,  sir,  state  a  circumstance  in 
which  the  coldest  calculalfion  of  profit  and  loss 
will  perceive  some  justice  in  her  claim. 

After  the  achievement  which  has  rendered 
the  name  of  Perry  so  memorable,  it  was  the 
misfortune  of  his  mother,  by  the  loss  of  tier 
husband,  to  be  reduced  to  a  situation  of  difli- 
culty  and  distress.  Her  son,  with  a  filial  devo- 
tion which  invariably  distinguished  him,  imme- 
diately appropriated  a  portion  of  his  pay  to  the 
support  of  his  parent  and  her  then  unprovided 
younger  children.  This  sacred  annuity  was 
paid  with  the  most  exact  punctuality,  until  the 
death  of  her  son.  On  the  circumstances  of  his 
death  it  is  unnecessary  to  dwell.  They  belong 
to  a  mournful  portion  of  our  history.  It  is 
enough  for  my  purpose  to  say,  that  he  died  in 
your  service,  in  the  performance  of  duties 
which  you  confided  to  him;  and  if  he  had,not 
been  commissioned  to  bear  your  flag  to  a  dis- 
tant and  insalubrious  clime,  it  is  not  probable 
that  you  would  now  be  discussing  this  subject. 

This  pecuniary  loss  you  are  bound  to  make 
up  to  his  mother,  on  every  principle  of  justice, 
laying  aside,  altogether,  the  considerations  of 
gratitude.  Nor  is  the  force  of  this  claim  in  any 
degree  impaired  by  the  fact  of  his  not  having 
died  in  battle.  Your  Government  sent  him,  in 
the  month  of  August,  to  the  pestilential  banks 
of  the  Oronoco,  in  the  performance  of  impor- 
tant naval  and  diplomatic  functions,  where  he 
encountered  perils  greater  and  far  more  loath- 
some than  the  hostility  of  the  enemies  of  his 
country.  These  claims  of  his  thrice  widowed 
mother  ought  not  to  be  destroyed,  because  her 
gallant  son  yielded  up  his  spirit  to  the  ravages 
of  an  odious  disease,  unsolaced  by  those  conso- 
lations which  would  have  soothed  his  last  pang, 
if  he  had  died  in  the  battles  of  his  country. 

I  come  now,  sir,  to  the  events  posterior  to 
the  death  of  Commodore  Perry,  which  have  a 
direct  relation  to  the  impulse  which  was  given 
to  public  opinion,  as  to  the  solemn  obhgation 
which  rested  on  his  country  to  make  provision 
for  the  surviving  objects  of  his  solicitude  and 
affection.  It  is  one  of  the  few  Events  of  my 
life,  of  which  I  have  just  occasion  to  be  proud, 
that,  in  the  Legislature  of  my  native  State,  in 
December,  1819,  I  moved  a  series  of  resolu- 
tions, requesting  our  delegation  warmly  to 
co-operate  in  any  measures  that  might  be  in- 
troduced in  Congress,  calculated  to  testify  the 
gratitude  of  the  country  to  the  memory  of 
Commodore  Perry.  These  resolutions,  having 
a  direct  reference  to  the  subject  before  you, 
were  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Legislature 
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of  a  State  second  to  none  in  its  ardent  devotion 
to  a  stern,  ortliodox  republican   creed.     The 
most  propitious   circumstance    attending   t?iis 
Impulse  from   South   Carolina  was,  that  the 
measure  was  in  contemporary  accord  with  the 
views  of  a  gentleman  (Mr.  Eandolph)  now  on 
this  floor,  who,  to  an  object  so  patriotic,  pure, 
and  grateful,  lent  the  persuasive  energy  of  his 
eloquence.     This  gentleman  induced  the  House 
to  adopt  a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a 
select  committee,  to  whom  was  confided  the 
duty  of  inquiring  what  provision,  comporting 
with  the  gratitude  of  the  country,  it  behooved 
Congress  to  make  for  the  family  of  Commodore 
Perry.     To  one,  now  no  more,  (my  lamented 
predecessor,)  who  was  a  member  of  this  com- 
mittee, the  virtues  of  whose  floble  heart  were 
enthusiastically  devoted  to  the  subjects  of  its 
labors,  I  am  indebted,  for  a  knowledge  of  the 
principle  by  which  the  committee  were  gov- 
erned, in  reporting  the  bill  on  this  subject,  on 
the  28th  of  February,  1620.     This  committee, 
justly  regarding  the  great  and  eminent  services 
of  Commodore  Perry,  and  the  indigent  situa- 
tion in  which  he  had  left  his  mother,  and  im- 
mediate family,  thought  it  would  not  be  going 
beyond  the  gratitude  of  the  country,  and  the 
■Wants  of  the  individuals  to  be  relieved,  that 
one-half  of  his  full  pay  and  emoluments  as  a 
post  captain  in  the  Kavy  of  the  United  States, 
should  be  divided  between  them  during  certain 
periods,  and  on   certain  contingencies.     The 
very  first  clause  in  this  bill  made  a  separate 
and  distinct  provision  for  his  mother,  precisely 
to  the  amount  of  the  pecuniary  allowance  of 
the  bill  on  your  table.     When,  however,  this 
measure  was  to  be  acted  upon,  some  of  its 
friends,  from  a  fear  lest  the  whole  bill  might  be 
lost  in  contending  for  too  much,  consented  to 
the  erasure  of  this  most  pious  and  beautiful 
feature  in  the  bill ;  one,  the  most  strongly  in- 
dicative of  the  feeling  and  considerate  grati- 
tude of   the  country.     The  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Rahdolph,)  who  was  chairman 
of  this  committee,  yielded  to  this  alteration, 
.more,  I  have  understood,  from  considerations 
of  policy,  than  from  a  conviction  of  its  pro- 
priety.     [Mr.   Eandolph   here  said  that  he 
assm-ed  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
that  he  had  never  yielded  this  point.]    I  feel 
myself  strengthened  by  the  declaration  of  the 
gentleman,  and  that  I  am  authorized  to  say 
that  he  has  never  surrendered  his  opinion  that 
the  mother  of  your  hero  has  yet  an  uncancelled 
claim  on  your  gratitude  and  justice.    I  feel  that 
I  have  a  right  to  appeal  to  the  opinions  of  this 
gentleman;    for  among  those  who  have  been 
distinguished  in  the  parliamentary  history  of 
your  country,  he  is  the  last  man  who  can  be 
accused  of  ever  having  advocated  a  wasteful 
and  unnecessary  expenditure  of  your  treasure. 

I  have  preferred,  sii-,  in  the  narrative  I  have 
given  you,  even  the  risk  of  being  tediously 
minute,  rather  than  that  a  single  circumstance 
should  be  omitted,  calculated  to  give  you  a  full 
view  of  Mrs.  Perry's  situation.    Her  claim  now 


recurs  With  all  its  original  force,  and  may  be 
said  to  caiTy  a  species  of  moral  interest  from 
its  postponement. 

Let  us  now  inquire  whether  this  claim  does 
not  come  fully  within  the  scope  of  the  prin- 
ciple with  which  I  set  out.  Does  not  this  lady 
stand  in  the  light  of  a  benefactress  to  her  coun- 
try ?  Did  she  not  nourish,  at  her  bosom,  a 
man  who  did  you  a  vast  and  countless  service ! 
Did  she  not  instil  into  his  soul  those  moral  ele- 
ments which  fitted  him  for  conquest — ^that  long- 
ing after  immortality — that  shining  and  trans- 
cendent valor — that  refined  and  exalted  chivalry, 
which  give  an  indescribable  charm  to  his  whole 
character  ? 

I  fear,  sir,  if  these  questions  are  answered 
coldly,  even  in  the  affirmative,  amidst  the  agita- 
tion of  many  topics,  odious  in  their  character,  and 
pernicious  in  their  discussion,  we  have  forgot- 
ten a  part  of  what  we  owe  to  the  hero  of  Lake 
Erie.  Is  it  an  unreasonable  trespass  upon  your 
time,  to  ask  you  to  go  back  with  me,  for  one 
moment,  to  that  period  when  the  victory  of  the 
10th  of  September  flashed  from  one  end  of  this 
Union  to  the  other,  with  a  bright  and  cheering 
lustre,  chasing  back  to  the  regions  of  eternal 
night  the  clouds  and  darkness  which  once 
seemed  to  have  rested  on  your  destiny,  and, 
in  the  light  of  its  glory,  giving  new  ardor  to 
valor,  fresh  hopes  and  confidence  to  patriotism? 
There  was  not  a  heart,  among  seven  millions  of 
freemen,  amidst  all  the  distractions  of  party, 
to  which  it  did  not  bring  gladness  and  exulta- 
tion :  for  the  victory  was  perfect  in  its  kind. 
It  was  complete,  to  entire,  sweeping  and  over- 
whelming subjugation.  It  gavfe  security  to 
fifteen  hundred  miles  of  your  frontier,  and  the 
blow  which  went  home  to  the  pride  of  vonr 
foe,  palsied  the  uplifted  arm  of  his  savage  ally, 
and  the  tomahawk  fell  harmless  to  the  earth. 
Amidst  these  events,  your  hero  stands  forth  in 
high  and  resplendent  relief.  But  let  me  not 
spoil  the  moral  grandeur  of  a  scene  which  be- 
longs, by  the  joint  destiny  of  glory  and  geniup, 
to  the  pencil  of  some  future  artist  who  shall  be 
worthy  x)f  his  theme,  in  feeling,  in  full  ,force, 
all  its  matchless  sublimity.  Let  his  canvas, 
then,  breathe  with  all  the  animations  of  hfe, 
and  glories  of  art.  To  him  he  confided  the 
task  of  representing  your  hero  in  the  midst  of 
a  carnage  unexampled  in  the  annals  of  modern 
warfare,  carrying  victoriously  the  tactics  of 
Eodney  to  a  dazzling,  excess,  never  contem- 
plated by  that  hardy  veteran  in  the  intensity 
of  his  valor. 

There  are,  Mr.  Chairman,  some  posthumous 
claims  of  gratitude  which  survive  the  individ- 
ual, and  remain  on  this  side  of  the  grave.  It 
is  when  the  object  of  our  gratitude  is  removed 
beyond  the  reach  of  our  kindness,  that  the  just 
and  enlightened  instinct  of  this  noblest  senti- 
ment of  om-  nature  induces  us  to  go  foi-th  and 
seek  for  those  our  benefactor  loved  best,  and 
on  them  to  lavish  the  tributes  of  this  conseoratr 
ed  obligation.  ISo  stone,  erected  by  his  coun- 
try, marks  even  the  spot  where  the  remains  of 
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OTir  gallant  countryman  are  mouldering  into  "  a 
cold  clod  of  the  valley  ;  "  but  this  pittance,  poor 
as  it  is,  which  is  asked  for  his  parent,  -will  be 
more  consoling  to  his  manes  than  monumental 
glories,  in  which  the  genius  of  Chantry  and  Oa- 
nova  might  contend  for  mastery.  Death  has 
not  paid  the  obligations  of  gratitude  you  owe 
your  hero.  They  survive  in  the  person  of  the 
venerable  being  who  gave  him  birth.  The 
force  of  this  truth  it  is  in  vain  for  you  to  escape. 
It  is  but  a  cold  and  heartless  sophistry,  which 
attempts  to  discriminate  between  thjigratitude 
of  a  country  or  Government,  and  that  which 
becomes  an  individual.  They  are  obligations 
of  equivalent  authority,  and  rest  upon  the  sound- 
ness of  the  same  principle. 

Let  us  now,  sir,  inquire,  whether  the  propos- 
ed annuity  of  three  hundred  dollars  to  Mrs. 
Perry  is  not  fully  within  that  frugality  which 
ought  to  govern  our  boanty.  Does  this  sum 
allow  for  any  thing  more  than  the  absolute  sus- 
tenance of  life?  Do  you  give,  in  such  an 
amoimt,  one  farthing  to  pride  or  luxury  ?  Let 
me  next  ask,  whether  the  payment  of  this  suni 
is  within  your  ability  ?  On  this  point  I  ara  ad- 
monished into  silence  by  the  ridicule  which 
would  await  such  a  discussion.  Nor  will  I  per- 
mit you  to  plead  economy,  when  I  see  so  little 
of  it  employed  in  matters  which  have  a  per- 
sonal reference  to  yourselves,  and  in  objects 
over  which  we  have  a  direct  control.  The 
testimonies  of  your  extravagance  are  about  me. 
The  cost  of  one  of  those  columns  which  uphold 
the  dome  of  this  cheerless  waste  of  magnificence, 
would  provide  a  fund,  the  interest  of  which  would 
support  the  parent  of  our  hero  during  the  rem- 
nant of  her  life ;  and  all  the  expense  of  the  pro- 
posed annuity  would  twice  over  be  paid,  dur- 
ing its  utmost  duration,  from  the  amount  which 
we  annually  pay  out  of  the  public  Treasury  for 
newspapers.  Precedents  of  self-gratiflcation  it 
seems  are  never  dangerous.  But,  in  bestowing 
a  pittance  on  the  mother  of  your  gallant  bene- 
■  factor,  there  maj  be  something  superlatively 
perilous  in  the  example.  Let  me  not  be  told 
that  you  have  already  done  enough  in  provid- 
ing for  the  widow  and  children  of  Commodore 
Perry.  I  say,  in  this  you  have  done  nobly; 
but  something  yet  remains  to  complete  your 
benefaction,  to  which  you  are  urged  by  the 
strongest  claims :  for  the  situation  of  his  mo- 
ther is  equally  as  exigent,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
as  that  of  his  wife  and  children ;  and  the  rela- 
tions of  the  one  to  the  object  of  your  gratitude, 
are  quite  as  proximate  as  those  of  the  other. 

Mr.  Hbket,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  did  not  rise 
with  the  hope  of  emulating  the  thrilling  and 
persuasive  eloquence  of  the  honorable  gentlepian 
from  South  Carolina.  He  was  far,  very  far  from 
proposing  to  himself  an  effort  so  vain,  so  unavail- 
ing. It  would  be  his  endeavor  to  present  to 
the  committee  a  few  plain  considerations,  prov- 
ing, as  he  conceived,  that  the  provision  con- 
templated by  this  bill  was  strictly  compatible 
with  the  established  practice'  and  the  sound 
policy  of  the  Government.    I  shall  assume,  said 


he,  as  the  foundation  of  the  remarks  I  intend  to 
submit,  that  the  principle  on  which  the  present 
application  rests,  has  been  already  settled  in  the 
act  passed  by  a  former  Congress,  making  pro- 
vision for  the  wife  and  children  of  the  lamented 
Perry.  What  was  the  inducement  to  the  pas- 
sage of  that  act  ?  Was  it  not  because  the  de- 
ceased hero  was  endeared  to  the  nation  by 
his  eminent  services ;  and  because,  by  his  un- 
timely deatii,  his  wife  and  his  little  ones,  the 
principal  sufferers  by  an  afdiction  which  cover- 
ed our  land  with  mouftiing,  were  deprived  of 
the  means  of  decent  subsistence  ?  Why  should 
the  aged  and  venerable  mother  of  the  deceased 
be  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  a  similar  pro- 
vision? Was  she  less  deeply  affected  by  the 
tidings  of  his  death  ?  Who  can  adequately  con- 
ceive the  anguish  of  a  mother  who  mourns  for 
her  first  born  ?  Must  she  be  excluded  because 
she  was  not  the  object  of  his  tender  regard,  as 
well  as  his  wife  and  his  children ;  or  because 
the  obligation  on  his  part  to  maintain  her  in  de- 
cency and  comfort  was  less  sacred,  less  imperish- 
able ?  The  tie  which  binds  the  parent  to  the 
chUd,  and  the  child  to  the  parent,  as  it  is  the 
eldest,  so  it  is,  also,  the  latest  of  human  obliga- 
tions. The  sentiment  which  draws  a  son  to  a 
virtuous  and  exemplary  mother,  to  whom  he 
owes  an  immense  debt  of  gratitude  and  duty, 
constitutes  one  of  the  noblest  and  most  refined 
affections  of  the  human  heart.  It  begins  with 
his  being — ^he  is  nourished  by  her  strength — • 
"  from  lips  that  he  loves  "  he  learns  the  lessons 
of  truth,  of  wisdom,  and  sincerity ;  and  by  her 
plastic  hand,  whilst  his  heart  is  yet  soft  and  duc- 
tile, he  is  moulded  to  virtue,  to  manliness,  and 
patriotism.  TeU  me  not  of  the  influence  of 
learning  and  philosophy;  or  of  the  acknowl- 
edged authority  of  paternal  example.  These 
are  indeed  essential :  they  are  tapable  of  doing 
much.  But  all  these  will  be  insufiioient  to  make 
any  man  great,  if  the  proper,  the  indispensable 
foundation  be  not  laid  in  the  nursery.  I  appeal 
to  every  honorable  gentleman  to  recollect  the 
infinite  benefits  he  derives  from  the  loveliest, 
the  best,  and  most  virtuous  half  of  our  species, 
and  then,  to  say,  if  he  can,  that  the  picture  I 
have  attempted  to  delineate  is  exaggerated. 
We  have  heard  repeated  allusions  to  the  bril- 
liant achievements  and  wonder-working  ex- 
ample of  the  hero  of  Lake  Erie.  Has  it  never 
occurred  to  the  committee,  that  to  the  early 
training  and  correct  discipline  of  the  venerable 
lady  whose  name  has  been  so  often  mentioned, 
he  was  indebted  for  the  infusion  of  those  prin- 
ciples which  bore  him  upwards  in  the  path  of 
life ;  and  finally  rendered  his  own  name  illus- 
trious, and  covered  the  annals  of  his  country 
with  a  flood  of  glory  ? 

Mr.  WioKLiTEE,.  of  Kentucky,  being  so  unfor- 
tunate as  to  differ  in  opinion  from  the  gentlemen 
who  had  addressed  the  House  in  favor  of  this 
bUl,  by  way  of  trying  the  strength  of  the  House 
on  the  subject,  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill,  (in  effect  to  reject  it.)  Mi-.  W. 
said  he  felt,  and  sensibly  felt,  the  force  of  the 
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remarks  whioh  had  been  so  eloquently  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  on  the  sub- 
ject, founded  on  the  merits  of  the  hero  whose 
mother  was  to  be  benefited  by  this  bill.  No  one, 
he  said,  felt  more  sensibly  than  himself  the  ob- 
ligations of  the  principle  of  gratitude,  and  on 
all  occasions,  as  an  individual,  and  in  public  life, 
he  would  acknowledge  them ;  and  it  was  with 
extreme  regret  that  this  individual  case  should 
be  the  first  presented  to  him  here,  in  which  he 
found  himself  bound  to  yield  to  imperious  duty 
the  dictates  of  mere  feeling.  It  was  not  a  be- 
lief that  the  present  applicant  for  the  bounty  of 
Congress  was  undeserving — not  a  disagreement 
in  the  sentiments  as  to  her  situation,  which  had 
been  expressed  by  the  two  gentlemen  who  had 
spoken,  that  induced  him  to  make. this  motion; 
but  the  principle  that  it  is  dangerous  in  a  re- 
publican Government  to  extend  the  system  of 
pensioning  beyond  the  extent  already  recognized 
by  this  Government,  and  acted  upon  for  the  last 
forty  years.  I  ask  you,  said  he,  if  we  begin 
thus  to  extend  it,  whe:^  shall  we  stop  ?  This  is 
a  case  possessing  strong  claims  upon  our  sym- 
pathy, but  it  is  not  the  only  one  of  the  same 
character.  Is  the  victory  of  Commodore  Perry 
the  only  one  which  has  been  achieved  for  our 
country  ?  And  if  we  are  to  go  on  to  pension  the 
mothers  of  our  distinguished  heroes,  the  pensions 
are  not  less  due  to  the  mothers  of  the  honest 
men  who  carry  knapsacks,  than  to  those  of  the 
distinguished  individuals  who  lead  them  into 
action.  Shall  we  extend  the  bounty  of  the 
Government  to  the  mothers  of  men  who  hold  a 
distinguished  rank  in  society,  and  when  applica- 
tion is  made  in  behalf  of  others  who  need  it 
more,  and  are  perhaps  not  less  deserving,  tell 
them  we  can  extend  our  benevolence  only  to 
those  who  died  in  leading  armies  or  squadrons  to 
battle  ?  Shall  Iibe  confined  to  any  section  of  this 
country  to  point  out  instances  of  men  who  have 
died  in  service,  leaving  parents  in  a  humble 
and  suffering  condition?  If  we  are  to  adopt 
the  principle  of  this  bill  in  any  case,  said  Mr. 
W.,  I  should  be  for  going  the  whole ;  let  us  pass 
a  pension  law  providing  for  the  support  of 
the  widowed  mothers  of  all  our  deceased  he- 
roes.   I  am  not  for  making  these  distinctions. 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  then  rose  and  said,  he 
feared,  after  the  eloquent  appeals  that  had 
fallen  from  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  House,  that  he  should  be  heard  with  apathy, 
if  not  worse ;  but  he  could  not  but  think  that, 
in  the  discussion  which  the  subject  had  received 
from  the  advocates  of  the  bill,  too  great  a  i-ange 
had  been  allowed  to  feeling,  and  not  quite 
enough  to  cool,  dispassionate  judgment.  In  the 
internal  policy  of  this  country,  no  maxim  was 
more  fixed  or  more  important  than  one  which 
had  been  well  expressed  by  one  of  our  own 
statesmen,  that  an  extensive  pension  list,  under 
a  free  Kepublic,  was  very  inexpedient.  We  have 
laid  down  on  this  subject  a  principle  to  which 
it  would  be  wise  to  adhere.  When  a  soldier  falls 
in  battle,  or  is  disabled  by  wounds  while  fight- 
ing for  the  country,  his  widow,  if  he  dies,  or 


himself,  if  he  lives,  shdll  receive  support  from 
the  funds  of  the  nation.  But,  when  you  once 
leave  this  simple  and  just  rule  of  proceeding, 
where  are  you  to  stop?  It  may  perhaps,  in 
some  cases,  he  admissible  to  provide  a  tempo- 
rary aid  for  the  children  of  those  who  die  in 
the  field,  but  the  idea  that  the  nation  is  bound 
to  support  the  widows,  children  and  mothers 
of  all  who  die  in  its  service,  is  chimerical  indeed. 
And  yet  it  comes  to  this.  For,  if  the  mothers 
of  those  who  die  in  the  Navy  are  to  be  main- 
tained, w#y  not  of  those  who  die  in  the  Army  ? 
If  the  mothers  of  officers  of  high  rank,  why  not 
of  subaltern  officers?  Nay,  why  not  of  the 
common  soldier?  He  risks  his  life  for  the 
country  as  much,  if  not  more,  than  his  com- 
mander ;  so  that  even  on  the  ground  of  feeling, 
the  reasons  for  the  bill  entirely  fail.  Shall  we 
not  feel  as  much  for  the  poor  man  as  the  rich! 
for  the  humble  but  patriotic  soldier,  as  for  his 
more  elevated  companion  in  arms  ?  Mr.  0.  said 
he  was  in  Congress  when  the  bill  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  wife  and  children  of  Commodore 
Perry  passed  the  House.  It  was  known  to  all 
who  were  in  the  House  at  that  time,  that  that 
bill  had  been  advocated  by  two  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  that  ever  sat  in  Congress — one 
of  whom,  (Mr.  Lowndes,)  now  slumbered  in  the 
grave — the  other  was  yet  a  member  of  the 
House.  It  was  to  the  bursts  of  resistless  elo- 
quence which  broke  from  the  lips  now  still  in 
death,  that  the  passage  of  that  biU  was  chiefly 
to  be  attributed ;  it  was  passed  in  a  moment  of 
enthusiasm ;  the  news  of  the  death  of  Commo- 
dore Perry  had  jnst  reached  the  House,  and 
feelings  were  excited  which  nothing  could  con- 
trol. But  this  body  ought  not  to  be  under  the 
government  of  mere  feeling  when  about  to  legis- 
late ;  it  must  bridle  its  passions,  and  give  reason 
opportunity  to  be  heard.  Some  uniform  role 
ought  to  be  established.  Already  the  pension 
list  of  this  young  countiy  is  swelled  to  more 
than  two  mUIions.  In  fifty  years,  asked  Mr.  0., 
if  we  proceed  as  we  have  done,  what  wiE  it  he  J 
He  was  seriously  affected  by  the  precedent  it 
was  now  proposed  to  set.  Mrs.  Perry  might  he 
much  distressed,  and  it  was  not  disputed  that 
her  son  had  covered  his  country  with  glory. 
His  merit  was  undisputed ;  and,  lie  would  say, 
it  was  unsurpassed,  too,  by  any  officer  of  his 
own  grade.  But  what  then?  He  could  go  over 
a  long  list  of  worthies,  for  whose  families  no 
provision  had  been  made.  There  were,  at  this 
hour,  hundreds  of  parents,  to  whom  the  coun- 
try owed  much,  who  were  in  the  same  circum- 
stances with  Mrs.  Perry.  One  instance  had 
recently  been  quoted  on  that  floor,  the  case  of 
Mrs.  Denny.  The  thing  was  unavoidable.  It 
was  one  of  the  fruits,  the  lamentable  but  ne-. 
cessary  fruits  of  war,  in  aU  ages  and  countries. 
Mr.  MoDotfie,  of  South  Carolina,  next  took 
the  floor.  He  commenced  his  observations  by 
saying  that  he  should  feel  deep  regret,  if,  in  the 
discharge  of  his  public  duty,  as  a  member  of  this 
House  he  should  ever  flnd  the  dictates  of  policy 
incompatible  with  the  sentiments  of  gratitude 
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and  maxims  of  moral  justice.  But  ho  was  grati- 
fied to  believe  that  that  which  the  heart  of  every 
upright  and  honorable  man  would  prompt  him 
to  do,  was  that  which  might  be  sustained,  as 
the  true  policy  of  a  Government,  on  the  cool 
principles  of  reason,  and  by  an  appeal  to  the 
soundest  dictates  of  practical  wisdom.  The 
present  measure  was  an  appeal  to  gratitude, 
founded  on  the  principles  of  expediency.  Did 
he  not  believe  that  this  bill  was  founded  on 
considerations  of  the  most  enlarged  expediency, 
he  would  at  once  abandon  the  bill  as  indefen- 
sible. What,  he  asked,  is  the  great  object  of  a 
Government,  in  relation  to  the  military  and 
naval  service,  on  which  the  honor  and  even  the 
safety  of  the  country  so  much  depend  1  With- 
out bravery,  militiiry  renown,  heroism,  what  is 
a  nation?  A  multitude  of  individuals,  little 
better  than  a  rabble.  Without  national  charac- 
ter, what  are  we  ?  Can  too  high  inducements 
be  presented  for  the  achievements  of  valor 
,  which  serve  to  elevate,  and  even  constitute  that 
character?  Can  such  achievements  be  estimated 
by  money  ?  They  cannot.  It  was,  therefore, 
he  argued,  the  dictate  of  sound  policy  to  pursue 
such  a  course  as  would  foster  the  feelings  and 
deeds  upon  which  the  honor  and  safety  of  the 
country  depend. 

Against  these  sound  and  self-evident  views  of 
national  policy,  views  that  were  founded  in  the 
nature  of  man,  what  were  the  arguments  urged? 
The  danger  of  the  precedent :  if  we  pass  this 
bill,  it  was  said,  we  must,  in  justice,  allow  all 
similar  claims,  and  where  wiU  it  stop  ?  To  this 
argument,  Mr.  MoD.  said,  he  had  a  short  an- 
swer. Let  all  claims  of  equal  force  with  this 
claitn  be  allowed  in  their  fullest  extent.  That 
country,  said  Mr.  MoD.,  cannot  be  poor,  which 
has  many  such  claims  to  satisfy,  rich,  indeed,  is 
that  nation  whose  treasury  is  in  danger  of  em- 
poverishment  by  claims  like  this.  The  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  has  said,  that  if  we  extend 
aid  to  the  aged  parents  of  our  officers,  we  are 
also  bound  to  do  the  same  for  our  common 
soldiers.  I  do  not,  said  Mr.  MoD.,  admit  that 
position.  This  claim  rests  not  simply  on  the 
fact  of  Mrs.  Perry  being  the  mother  of  Commo- 
dore Perry,  but  on  the  additional  idea  that  she 
stood  to  him,  when  living,  in  the  relation  of  a 
dependent  on  him  for  support :  his  bounty  fed 
her.  When  he  died,  another  son  assumed  the 
pious  task  :  of  his  fate  none  of  us  are  ignorant ; 
he  magnanimously  sacrificed  his  life  in  an  efibrt 
to  save  his  comrade,  and  with  his  life  her  support 
was  cut  off.  Replying  to  another  part  of  Mr. 
Cobb's  argument,  Mr.  MoD.  went  on  to  say, 
there  is  a  broad  distinction  between  the  case  of 
a  high-spirited  and  distinguished  officer,  and 
that  of  a  common  soldier.  The  latter  has  duties 
of  a  far  inferior  kind,  and  is  induced,  in  most 
cases,  to  enter  on  their  performance  from 
mercenary  motives — ^he  enters  the  service  for 
his  daily  bread.  Not  so  the  officer.  He  chooses 
the  profession  for  its  own  sake,  and  is  tempted 
to  the  choice  by  the  love  of  feme.  The  duties 
of  a  common  soldier  are  performed  if  he  fights 


bravely,  stands  at  his  post,  and  obeys  orders ; 
whilst  the  duties  of  the  officer  are  of  the  most 
•arduous  character  and  of  the  highest  national 
importance.  And  when  a  nation  has  in  its 
service  high-minded  and  chivalrous  officers,  it  is 
her  soundest  policy  to  set  them  free  from  pecu- 
niary anxiety.  Mi-.  MoD.  said  he  could  see  no 
danger  in  the  precedent,  in  this  case.  The 
services  of  the  son,  and  the  strict  and  entire  de- 
pendence of  the  mother,  formed  a  peculiarity 
in  the  case  which  prevented  that  danger.  The 
mother  was,  in  this  respjpt,  in  the  place  of  one  of 
the  children  of  the  officer.  To  them  the  country 
becomes  a  father — why  should  it  not  become 
to  her  as  a  son  ?  The  extension  of  the  pension 
list,  by  cases  of  parents  in  such  circumstances, 
was  not  to  be  apprehended.  The  lady  contem- 
plated by  this  hill  is  far  advanced  in  years — the 
pension,  if  granted,  cannot  long  continue — the 
subject  of  its  bounty  must  soon  sleep  in  the 
grave.  It  was  more  safe  to  provide  for  the 
parents  than  for  the  children  of  our  defenders ; 
then*  number  could  never  be  formidable,  nor 
the  duration  of  their  pensions  long.  He  had 
said  that  there  would  be  no  danger  in  granting 
this  aid — ^he  would  add,  there  would  be  danger 
in  refusing  it. 

Mr.  A.  Steves-SOS,  of  Virginia,  next  ad- 
dressed the  committee ;  he  had  no  intention, 
he  said,  when  he  came  to  the  House,  of  pai'tioi- 
pating  in  the  discussion  of  this  question ;  the 
debate  had,  however,  assumed  such  an  interest- 
ing character,  that  he  felt  himself  urged  by 
considerations  of  duty  and  feeling  to  ask  the 
indulgence  of  the  committee  for  a  few  mo- 
ments. Mr.  S.  said  he  had  not  anticipated  any 
serious  opposition  to  the  bUl ;  he  had  hoped  it 
would  have  passed  unanimously,  and  that  the 
House  (besides  performing  a  sacred  duty)  would 
have  been  enabled,  by  the  manner  in  wlnich  the 
application  was  met,  to  have  soothed,  in  some 
measure,  the  afflictions  and  sorrow  of  this  ven- 
erable lady  for  the  loss  of  her  gaUant  son.  He 
regretted  that  the  gentlemen  from  Georgia  and 
Kentucky  should  have  felt  it  necessary,  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duty,  to  oppose  this  bOl,  and 
that  regret  was  occasioned  by  the  character  of 
their  opposition.  The  committee  had  been  told 
that  the  precedent  which  they  were  about  to 
set,  in  passing  this  bill,  was  one  of  alarming 
and  dangerous  character !  That  the  policy  of  ^ 
the  Government  demanded  its  rejection,  and 
that  there  would  be  no  limit  to  applications 
upon  our  bounty.  Mr.  S.  denied  that  this 
would  be  the  case — ^this  was  not  an  application 
to  the  bounty  of  the  Government ;  nor  was  it 
an  application  to  the  cold-handed  charity  or 
generosity  of  the  House.  It  was  an  appeal  to 
the  justice  and  gratitude  of  the  nation !  for 
there  could  not,  he  said,  under  Heaven,  be  a 
more  just  claim  than  that  which  was  presented 
by  a  parent  under  the  circumstances  of  this 
case.  But  was  the  House  to  be  fettered  by 
rules  and  precedents  ?  For  his  part,  he  cared 
not  for  precedents.  He  thought  it  was  only 
necessary  to  leave  the  decision  to  the  justice  of 
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the  House,  and  that  precedents  might  be  dis- 
pensed .with.  Surely,  gentlemen  were  not 
afraid  that  precedents  for  conferring  honor  and 
gratitude  on  distinguished  merit,  would. become 
too  numerous !  Nor  did  he  regard  the  number 
of  applications  which  might  be  made.  He  was 
prepared  to  give  relief  to  all  who  were  entitled 
to  the  justice  and  gratitude  of  the  nation — 
gratitude  for  services  could  not  be  too  much  ap- 
plauded. The  generosity  of  our  national  char- 
acter was  dear  to  the  people,  and  ought  to  be 
cherished  by  their  representatives.  He  would 
place  the  aged  parent,  and  especially  the  moth- 
er, by  the  side  of  the  widow  and  the  orphan — 
and  he  would  do  this,  not  only  in  relation  to 
our  gallant  officers,  but  to  the  humblest  man 
who  should  die  in  the  service  of  the  country. 
Mr.  S.  asked  what  principle  of  justice,  or  mo- 
tive of  policy  was  it  that  did  not  operate  as 
strongly  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other.  If  the 
object  of  Government  in  providing  protection 
for  the  widow  and  orphan,  be  to  excite  in  your 
gallant  defenders  a  spirit  of  emulation  and 
patriotism,  and  to  stimulate  them  to  deeds  of 
noble  and  daring  character,  why  might  we  not 
expect  the  same  result,  in  providing  for  the 
helpless  and  aged  parent  ?  Did  gentlemen  re- 
quire that  the  feelings  of  the  son  were  to  be 
lost  in  those  of  the  husband  or  father  ? .  Did 
they  believe  that  all  the  moral  considerations 
of  filial  attachment  and  affection,  which  influ- 
ence the  heart,  and  which  dignify  and  adorn 
the  human  character,  belonged  not  to  the  hero  ? 
There  was  a  sacredness,  Mr.  S.  said,  in  the  feel- 
ings of  a  son  towards  an  aged  and  venerable 
mother,  which  could  not  be  expressed.  It  is 
the  primeval  bond  of  society,  and  the  sacra- 
ment of  our  nature.  What  do  you  imagine 
would  have  been  the  feelings  of  the  gallant 
Perry,  whilst  he  was  bearing  your  thun,der  in 
triumph  on  the  mountain  wave,  if  he  had  sup- 
posed that  that  country  for  whom  he  was  pre- 
pared to  offer  up  his  life,  would  have  suffered 
his  aged  mother  to  be  thrown  upon  the  cold 
charity  of  the  world,  to  beg  for  a  precarious 
subsistence  ?  What  would  the  nation  have  said, 
after  the  battle  of  Erie,  if  the  manner  in  which 
this  application  has  been  met  to-day,  had  been 
then  foretold  ?  Almighty  God !  is  it  possible, 
that  in  this  country,  where  triumph  such  pure 
and  liberal  principles,  and  where  the  character 
of  man  has  been  so  exalted,  the  charge  of  na- 
tional injustice  and  ingratitude  is  to  be  sus- 
tained ?  But,  Mr.  S.  said,  if  he  was  wrong  in 
placing  the  parent  upon  the  same  footing  with 
the  wife ;  yet,  was  this  not  a  case  which  stood 
upon  peculiar  grounds,  and  claimed  especially 
the  justice  and  gratitude  of  the  nation  ?  Who 
was  the  applicant  ?  The  mother  of  five  sons, 
who  had  devoted  their  all  to  their  country,  and 
two  of  whom  had  died  in  its  service! — the 
mother  of  one  of  your  noblest  and  most  distin- 
guished heroes — a  man  who  exalted  your  na- 
tional character,  by  the  splendor  of  his  victo- 
ries and  valor,  and  added  to  your  arms  imper- 
ishable honor  1    Let  gentlemen  oast  back  their 


eye  to  the  history  of  the  past  war.  Do  they 
forget  the  difficulties  under  which  it  com- 
menced, and  the  disasters  which  befell  us? 
Roused  from  a  long  peace  of  thirty  years,  most 
of  our  Revolutionary  heroes  gone,  without  offi- 
cers of  experience,  without  military  science  or 
military  establishments,  a  dark  gloom  pervaded 
the  Union ;  it  was  the  American  navy  (flUed  with 
our  gaUant  and  hardy  sons  of  the  ocean)  who 
first  broke  the  gloom,  and  raised  to  its  highest 
pitch  the  enthusiasm  of  the  nation.  Do  gen- 
tlemen forget  how  soon  they  proved  to  the  ene- 
my that  her  soldiers  were  not  invincible,  nor 
her  wooden  walls  invulnerable?  Even  Eng- 
land was  forced  to  acknowledge  their  superior- 
ity, and  Europe  stood  confounded.  The  battle 
of  Lake  Erie  was  then  hailed  as  a  victory,  glo 
rious  and  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  nations. 
In  its  consequences  it  was  almost  unexampled. 
It  swept  from  the  enemy  the  labors  of  half  a 
century,  and  destroyed  the  whole  of  her  naval 
power  upon  the  Lakes,  (which  rendered  her  in 
that  quarter  invulnerable,)  and  enabled  her  to 
wield,  with  powerful  effect,  the  arm  of  the 
ruthless  savage.  It  was  Perry  who  achieved 
this  victory ;  it  was  his  valor  which  has  ren- 
dered Lake  Erie  a  monument  of  American  glo- 
ry, and  made  the  name  of  your  country  respect- 
able in  every  quarter  of  the  world.  And  now, 
when  the  mother  of  this  gallant  chieftain  (by 
whom  she  was  supported)  comes  and  demands, 
from  the  representatives  of  that  country  whom 
he  has  thus  honored,  bread,  we  are  told  to  give 
her  a  stone.  Economy  and  policy,  too,  we  are 
told,  require  it,  and  the  people  expect  it.  Sir, 
said  Mr.  S.,  this  is  a  slander  upon  the  nation. 
Let  those  who  oppose  this  bill  go  back  to  their 
constituents,  and  ^  tell  them  what  they  have 
done ;  that  they  turned  from  their  door,  in  the 
evening  of  a  long  life,  the  aged  and  venerable 
mother  of  the  gaUant  Perry,  and  doomed  her 
to  the  charity  of  the  world ;  and  if  their  con- 
duct is  not  reproached,  I  can  only  say,  that  the 
people  whom  they  represent  are  wholly  unlike 
the  generous  and  high-minded  and  honorable 
freemen  whom  I  have  the  honor  and  pleasure 
to  represent  on  this  floor.  Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  I 
call  upon  the  House  to  pause,  in  the  vote  they 
are  about  to  give;  I  conjure  gentlemen,  by 
every  motive  which  can  bind  them  to  a  correct 
discharge  of  duty — for  the  honor  of  the  nation 
and  its  justice,  not  to  reject  this  application ;  to 
let  their  mistaken  notions  of  cold,  calculating 
policy  perish  in  the  blaze  of  more  generous  and 
better  feeling,  and,  by  imanimity,  afford  some 
comfort  and  consolation  to  the  wretched  parent 
of  this  gallant  chief,  and  pour  into  her  agonized 
bosom  the  balm  of  a  nation's  gratitude. 

Mr.  Olat  (the  Speaker)  said  he  regretted  ex- 
tremely that  the  views  which  he  entertained  of 
this  subject  were  such  as  would  not  allow  him 
to  accord  with  the  gentlemen  who  supported 
the  bill.  If  it  were  a  question  merely  of  feel- 
ing, he  should  probq,bly  accompany  his  assent 
to  it  with  those  eulogiums  so  eloquently' be- 
stowed upon  the  Victor  of  Lake  Erie,  and  so 
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justly  merited.  If  the  amount  of  money  which 
the  hUl  proposed  to  disburse  was  the  only  ob- 
jection to  it,  he  should  not  have  offered  any 
opposition ;  hut  it  was  the  principle  of  the  bill 
against  which  he  protested,  and  he  conjured 
gentlemen,  before  they  gave  then-  assent  to  this 
bUl,  to  pause,  lest,  under  the  influence  of  the 
bursts  of  eloquence  which  had  been  heard  to- 
day, they  should  be  instrumental  in  establish- 
ing a  principle  which  he  believed  to  be  preg- 
nant with  infinite  mischief.  The  principle  of 
the  present  system  of  pensions  is,  that,  for  the 
support  of  him  who  is  disabled  by  wounds,  or 
the  family  of  him  who  falls  in  battle,  provision 
shall  be  made  from  the  Treasury.  Commodore 
Perry  neither  fell,  nor  was  he  wounded,  in  bat- 
tle. In  the  case  of  his  wife  and  children,  then, 
there  had  been  already  a  departure  from  the 
principle  of  our  pension  list,  and  now  a  still 
further  departure  from  it  was  proposed,  in 
order  to  provide  for  another  relative  of  the 
same  ofllcer.  Mr.  Olat  called  upon  gentlemen 
not  to  suffer  themselves  to  be  led  away  from 
the  true  view  of  this  question,  by  the  seductive 
illusions  of  military  or  naval  glory.  "Was  there 
no  service  but  the  military  or  naval?  Was 
there  no  instance,  in  civil  service,  of  meritori- 
ous individuals  dying  whilst  in  the  public  em- 
ploy, and  leaving  families,  pining  in  want  and 
overwhelmed  in  distress !  Mr.  0.  here  alluded 
to  the  case  of  a  distinguished  individual,  (Mr. 
Gerry,  it  is  supposed,)  who,  not  many  years 
ago,  holding  a  high  oivU  office,  died  literally  in 
the  discharge  of  his  public  duty,  far  advanced 
in  years,  and  leaving  a  destitute  family.  That 
case,  said  he,  is  well  remembered ;  and  do  we 
not  all  know,  that  every  species  of  relief  or 
compensation  was  refused  to  his  afflicted  fam- 
ily ?  Mr.  0.  asked  gentlemen  to  regard  aU  ser- 
vices with  an  equal  eye,  and  not  make  unjust 
discriminations.  And,  on  the  score  of  gratitude, 
he  asked,  is  there  to  be  no  limit  to  the  opera- 
tion of  that  feeling  on  the  public  counsels? 
What,  ho  asked  farther,  is  the  basis  of  our  pres- 
ent pension  Hst?  Gratitude.  What  is  the 
basis  upon  which,  in  other  countries,  aristocra- 
cies are  erected,  and  titles  and  honors  showered 
on  individuals,  to  be  transmitted  down  to  their 
remotest  posterity,  but  the  same  principle? 
Mr.  0.  said  he  should  not,  however,  have  risen, 
bnt  for  some  general  observations  on  this  sub- 
ject, which  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from 
Sonth  Carolina,  on  national  glory.  If  you  wish 
to  make  your  country  illustrious,  said  Mr.  C, 
yon  must  diffuse  your  glory.  It  is  not  your 
heroes — God  knows  we  have  had  enough  of 
them  within  the  last  twenty  years^every  man 
now  is  a  hero — it  is  not  your  heroes,  but  the 
body  of  the  people,  the  men  who  fight  your 
battles,  to  whom  you  are  indebted  for  your 
safety  and  your  eminence  as  a  nation.  Bnt  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  talking  of  the 
soldiers,  says  they  fight  for  pay  only,  whilst 
their  commanders  fight  for  glory.  Is  this  the 
case  ?  Look,  sir,  at  the  battle  of  New  Orleans, 
rendered  more  familiar  to  our  memory  by  the 
Vol.  Vn.— 40 


very  recent  celebration  of  its  anniversary ;  the 
militia  who  poured  down  the  Mississippi  upon 
the  enemy,  and  met  him  step  by  step  as  he  ad- 
vanced, were  they  actuated  by  a  mercenary 
principle?  Ko,  sir;  far  otherwise.  Mr.  C. 
went  on  to  say,  that  he  had  ever  been  disposed, 
as  far  as  possible,  consistently  with  the  public 
interest,  to  reward  our  successful  commanders 
and  Olustrate  their  services ;  but  the  body  of 
the  people  it  is  on  whose  vu-tue  and  valor  we 
must  depend  for  the  pmservation  of  our  liber- 
ties. If,  in  awarding  pensions.  Congress  went 
one  step  beyond  the  principles  ah-eady  recog- 
nized, where  would  they  stop  ?  They  must  go 
on  without  limit,  examining  in  detail  the  cir- 
cumstances which  constitute  each  particular 
claim  preferred  upon  the  public  bounty,  and 
measure  it  out  accordingly.  Under  the  present 
system,  which  allows  pensions  for  death  or  dis- 
ability incurred  in  the  public  service,  we  have 
a  general  rule  which  does  not  depend  on  cir- 
cumstances, and  may  be  safely  applied.  It  is 
one  which  depends  upon  facts,  and  not  upon 
eloquent  appeals  to  the  feelings,  by  yielding  to 
which,  principle  might  be  disregarded.  This 
was  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
precedent,  should  the  present  bill  pass.  What 
has  become  of  him,  said  Mr.  Clat,  who  was 
second  to  Commodore  Perry  in  his  memorable 
conflict  ?  He  too  has  fallen,  and  his  family,  it 
is  within  the  knowledge  of  some  of  us,  is  suf- 
fering from  the  want  of  the  necessary  means  of 
aid.  Turning  to  the  State  from  which  he  came, 
where,  Mr.  0.  asked,  is  the  widow  of  Colonel 
White,  bom  to  a  splendid  fortune,  the  whole  of 
which  was  expended  in  the  Eevolutionary  war  ? 
She  is  old,  and  in  need  of  aid.  I  have,  said  he, 
a  petition  to  present  to  this  House,  from  this 
venerable  lady,  making  the  most  feeling  appeal 
to  Congress  in  her  behalf;  yet,  in  answering 
her  letter,  assuring  her  of  the  pleasure  I  should 
have  in  presenting  her  memorial  to  the  House, 
I  did  not  venture  to  hold  out  to  her  the  most 
distant  hope  of  success  in  her  application. 
Look  abroad,  said  Mr.  C,  in  all  the  walks  of 
life,  and  see  how  many  indigent  families  there 
are  of  individuals  who  have  rendered  most  dis- 
tinguished services  to  their  country.  Shall  we 
select  the  families  of  those  who  wore  epaulettes 
on  their  shoulders  and  swords  by  their  sides, 
for  peculiar  favor,  whilst  we  leave  to  pine  in 
penury  the  families  of  those  who  have  spent 
their  lives  in  civil  service  ?  Not,  Mr.  C.  said, 
that  he  would  extend  the  principle  of  pensions 
to  civil  life;  but  he  would  restrict  it  to  its 
present  limit,  within  which  it  is  safe.  There 
was  nothing  more  insinuating  than  applications 
of  this  description.  But,  he  said,  look  to  what 
they  had  led  in  other  countries.  Look  to  the 
pension  list  of  England,  swelled  to  an  amount 
enormously  great.  Nay,  look  to  our  own  pen- 
sion list,  already  amounting  to  nearly  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars  annually.  Let  us  not,  said  Miv 
Clat,  surrender  ourselves  to  the  captivating 
eloquence  which  we  have  heard  on  this  occa- 
sion, on  all  sides  of  the  House ;  let  us  rather  be 
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influenced  by  reason,  principle,  and  precedent. 
Let  us  put  some  limit  to  this  principle  of  grati- 
tude, however  justly  it  has  been  extolled.  When 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
now  no  more,  first  introduced  a  bill  containing 
this  provision,  as  well  as  the  one  which  passed 
for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  children  of 
Commodore  Perry,  I  told  the  gentleman,  said 
Mr.  C,  that  we  were  going  too  far.  "When  I 
appealed  to  his  better  judgment,  and  pointed 
out  the  fatal  consequences  of  this  precedent,  he 
consented  to  strike  out  the  provision  for  the 
mother.  I  hope  we  too  shall,  on  this  occasion, 
availing  ourselves  of  his  enlightened  wisdom, 
pursue  the  course  which  it  dictated  to  him,  and 
refuse  to  pass  this  bill. 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  rose  for  the  sin- 
gle purpose  of  asking  the  honorable  gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down,  how,  lapon  his  own  prin- 
ciples, he  reconciled  his  support  of  the  bUl  mak- 
ing provision  for  the  widow  and  children  of  Com- 
modore Perry,  with  his  opposition  to  this  bill? 
Whether  the  biU  first  mentioned,  was  not  the 
very  departure  from  principle  against  which  the 
gentleman  has  warned  the  House  this  morning  ? 

Mr.  Clay  said  it  was  a  departure  from  the 
general  rule.  But,  having  already  departed 
from  it,  shall  we  make  another  and  much  wider 
departure  ?  With  regard  to  that  bill,  however, 
Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  rendered  it  no  special  sup- 
port, and  he  did  not  know  whether  or  not  he 
had  voted  upon  it.  It  was  a  departure,  but  it 
was  a  safe  departure  when  compared  with  that 
which  was  now  proposed. 

Mr.  Keemee,  of  Pennsylvania,  now  rose  and 
said,  he  did  not  calculate  that  he  was  able  to 
throw  much  new  light  on  the  subject ;  but  he 
was  impressed  with  the  history  of  this  venera- 
ble lady,  whose  son  had  perished  in  the  service 
of  his  country.  She  had  no  other  prop  or  stay. 
That  son  had,  by  his  services,  enabled  us  to 
wrest  the  savage  tomahawk  from  the  hands  of 
the  Indian,  and  had  quieted  the  fears  of  women 
and  children  through  hundreds  of  miles  of  the 
frontier.  She  could  point  to  her  son,  and  say 
to  the  people,  "  This  my  son  dried  your  tears, 
and  drove  your  fears  away."  If  we  want  sol- 
diers, we  must  give  them-  a  love  for  heroic  ac- 
tions. You  must  be  able  to  say  to  your  sons, 
"  Behold  that  venerable  lady ;  she  gave  birth 
to  a  gallant  son,  who  fought  in  defence  of  his 
country.  He  died  and  left  her  poor,  and  now 
■that  country  gratefully  maintains  her."  Would 
not  the  House  enable  American  parents  to  say 
;this  ?  He  need  not  wait  for  their  answer.  He 
wanted,  he  said,  to  reply  to  the  honorable 
speaker,  by  a  single  word.  To  compare  the 
services  of  a  common  soldier  with  those  of 
such  a  commander  as  Perry,  was  like  compar- 
ing the  strength  and  size  of  a  child  to  those  of 
a  giant.  He  had  laid  his  bosom  bare  to  every 
danger  on  the  seas,  and  even  in  the  tented  field, 
while  others  staid  at  home,  basking  in  the  sun- 
shine of  Executive  favor.  Mr.  K.  said  he 
should  not  longer  trouble  the  House,  and  re- 
sumed his  seat. 


The  question  was  taken  on  striking  out  the 
enacting  clause,  (in  effect  to  reject  the  bill,) 
and  carried,  ayes,  121 ;  but,  after  being  reported 
to  the  House, 

Mr.  Aechee,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  recom- 
mit the  bill,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  whether 
some  modification  of  it  could  not  be  made,  by 
a  limitation  of  the  term  of  the  pension  or  oth- 
erwise, so  as  to  meet  the  views  of  the  House. 

This  motion  prevailed,  but  not  by  any  con- 
siderable majority. 

And,  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  January  12. 
Road  in  the  Territory  of  Miehiga/n. 
Mr.  Vauoe,  of  Ohio,  submitted  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Boads  and  Canals 
be  instructed  to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  appropriat- 
ing twenty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  expanded  in  laying 
out  and  opening  a  road  from  Detroit,  in  the  Territory 
of  Michigan,  to  the  Ohio  State  line,  where  the  road 
from  Detroit  to  Fort  Meigs  crosses  the  same. 

Mr.  Vastce  said  that  he  could  not  doubt,  from 
the  liberality  shown  to  other  Territories,  that 
the  House  would  direct  the  proposed  inquiry. 
Every  gentleman  in  the  least  acquainted  with 
the  situation  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  must 
know  that  it  presented  the  most  vulnerable 
point  on  our  frontier,  and  most  needed  all  means 
for  public  protection. 

The  Marquis  Lafayette. 
Mr.  Mitchell,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the 
following  preamble  and  joint  resolution,  which 
vras  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table,  viz: 

Whereas,  that  distinguished  champion  of  freedom, 
and  hero  of  our  Revolution,  the  friend  and  associate 
of  Washington,  the  Marquis  De  Lafayette,  a  volunteer 
General  Officer  in  our  Revolutionary  war,  has  ex- 
pressed an  anxious  desire  to  visit  this  country,  the 
independence  of  which  his  valor,  blood,  and  treasure, 
were  so  instrumental  in  achieving :  Therefore, 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Sxfre- 
sentaHves  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  the  Marquis  De  Lafay- 
ette the  expression  of  those  sentiments  of  profound 
respect,  gratitude,  and  affectionate  attachment,  -which 
are  cherished  towards  him  by  the  Government  and 
people  of  this  country ;  and  to  assure  him  that  the 
execution  of  his  -wish  and  intention  to  visit  this 
country,  wiH  be  hailed  by  the  people  and  Govern- 
ment with  patriotic  pride  and  joy. 

And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  requested  to  ascertain  from  the 
Marquis  De  Lafayette  the  time  when  it  may  be  most 
agreeable  for  him  to  perform  his  -visit,  and  that  he 
offer  to  the  Marquis  a  conveyance  to  this  countrj"  in 
one  of  our  national  ships. 

The  resolution  was  read  the  first  time,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 
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Relief  of  Larid  Purehasers. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  who  were  instructed,  on  the  18th 
ult.,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reviving, 
and  continuing  in  force,  the  provisions  of  the 
act,  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  pur- 
chasers of  public  lands,  prior  to  the  1st  of  July, 
1820,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table.  The  I'eport  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

By  tie  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1821,  purchasers 
were  allowed  until  the  30th  of  September  following  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  law  referred  to  in  the  resolu- 
tion. From  some  delay  in  transmitting  the  necessary 
instructions  to  the  several  land  offices,  the  limited 
time  which  was  given  to  file  the  applications  for  the 
benefit  of  that  law,  and  the  remote  situation  of  some 
of  the  claimants  from  the  land  offices  where  such  ap- 
plications were  required  to  be  filed,  Congress,  believ- 
ing a  revival  of  the  act  of  1821  expedient,  passed  the 
supplementary  act  of  the  20th  of  April,  1822.  That 
law  gave  all  those  who  had  not  availed  themselves  of 
the  provisions  of  the  original  act  an  Opportunity  to 
do  so,  at  any  time  prior  to  the  30th  of  September, 
1822.  Notwithstanding  this  extension  of  time,  it 
was  discovered,  from  numerous  petitions  presented  to 
Congress,  at  their  last  session,  that  a  large  class  of 
cases  existed,  and  which  were  necessary  to  be  pro- 
vided for,  where  individuals  intended  to  have  availed 
themselves  of  the  benefit  of  those  acts,  but,  from  ac- 
cident or  misfortune,  had  been  prevented  from  filing 
their  applications  in.  due  time.  For  these  cases,  pro- 
vision was  made  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of 
AprU,  1823.  Your  committee  believe  that  these  laws 
have  afforded  a  sufficient  opportunity  to  all  who  were 
attentive  to  their  own  interest,  to  have  obtained  the 
relief  provided  by  them;  and  they  have  no  informa- 
tion which  would,  in  their  opinion,  justify  recom- 
mending to  Congress  the  expediency  or  propriety  of 
reviving  and  continuing  in  force  the  provisions  of  the 
act  referred  to  in  the  resolution.  We  therefore  rec- 
ommend the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient,  at  this  time,  to  re- 
vive and  continue  in  force  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
Congress,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  pur- 
chasers of  the  public  lands  prior  to  the  1st  of  July, 
1820." 

Sevolutionary  Pensions. 
Mr.  Edwards,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions,  who 
were  instructed,  on  the 26th  ultimo,  "to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  fixing  by  law  the  net 
amount  of  annual  income  which  shall  disqualify 
any  applicant  from  being  placed  on  the  pension 
list,  under  the  acts  of  the  18th  of  March,  1818, 
and  1st  of  May,  1820,"  made  a  report  against 
the  expediency  of  fixing  the  said  amount ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The 
report  is  as  follows : 

That,  by  the  act  of  18th  March,  1818,  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  is  authorized  to  place  on  the  pension  list 
every  person  who  sei-ved  during  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution, in  the  manner  and  for  the  term  therein  speci- 
fied ;  provided  he  is  in  such  "  reduced  circumstances 
as  to  need  the  assistance  of  his  country  for  support." 
That,  by  the  supplemental  act  of  May  1, 1820,  the  ap- 
plicant is  required  to  exhibit  a  schedule  and  valuation 


of  his  property,  in  order  to  entitle  himself  to  the  benefits 
of  the  act  of  March,  1818,  above  mentioned;  and  itia 
made  "  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  cause  to 
be  struck  from  the  list  of  pensioners  every  person  who 
shall  not,  in  his  opinion,  be  in  such  indigent  circum- 
stances as  to  be  unable  to  support  himself  without  the 
assistance  of  his  country."  The  design  of  Congress, 
evidently,  was  to  extend  the  benefits  of  these  acts 
only  to  those  whose  condition  in  life,  both  as  to  pro- 
perty and  bodily  infirmity,  rendered  them  dependent 
on  charity  for  the  means  of  subsistence.  Your  com- 
mittee believe  that  this  iule  has  been  uniformly  ob- 
served in  their  execution  ;  and  think  it  could  not,  iu 
good  policy,  be  departed  from.  The  rule  then  being 
to  grant  relief  to  the  necessitous  only,  the  committee 
are  of  opinion  that  its  equal  and  just  operation  can 
only  be  secured  by  trusting  its  application  to  the 
sound  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  neces- 
sities of  the  applicant  do  not  depend  simply  upon  the 
amount  of  property  he  has ;  but,  also,  on  the  number 
of  his  family ;  his  bodily  strength  or  weakness ;  and 
the  deamess  or  cheapness  of  articles  of  subsistence  in 
the  portion  of  country  in  which  he  lives.  Considera- 
tions like  these  must  obviously  be  referred  to  the 
discretion  of  some  one.  To  fix  any  amotmt  of  pro- 
perty or  income  as  the  rule  by  which  applicants  shall 
be  excluded,  would  introduce  a  principle  very  unjust 
in  its  operation.  The  incomes  of  individuals  vary  ac- 
cording to  their  industry,  economy,  and  good  manage- 
ment ;  and  the  improvident  would  be  benefited,  while 
the  prudent  and  industrious  might  be  excluded  by 
such  a  rule.  No  amount  of  property  could  he  adopt- 
ed as  the  rule  ;  because,  what  would  be  a  competent 
support  for  one,  might  be  too  little  or  too  much  for 
another.  The  committee,  therefore,  believe  it  im- 
practicable to  adopt  any  rule  of  valuation  which  would 
be  just  in  its  operation,  or  which  would  not  involve 
great  difficulty  iu  its  execution ;  and  submit  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  this  subject. 

Surveys  for  Boadsjmd  Canals. 

Mr.  Hbmphixi,  moved  to  postpone  the  orders 
of  the  day,  to  take  up  the  bUl  for  obtaining  the 
necessary  surveys  on  the  subject  of  roads  and 
canals.  The  motion  was  carried,  ayes  71,  noes 
55,  and  the  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Hemphill,  of  Pennsylvania,  observed, 
that  the  subject  of  internal  improvements,  by 
the  General  Government,  had  for  a  long  time 
been  before  the  nation  in  a  variety  of  shapes ; 
and  that  its  execution,  in  part,  had  only  been 
retarded  in  consequence  of  opinions  entertained 
by  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  and  his  prede- 
cessor, as  to  the  constitutional  powers  of  Con- 
gress to  carry  into  efifect  a  system  of  internal 
improvements.  In  support  of  the  power  of 
Congress,  many  resolutions  have  been  adopted 
in  this  House ;  and  two  bills,  predicated  on  such 
a  power,  passed  both  branches  of  the  National 
Legislature.  These  bUls,  we  all  know,  were 
rejected  by  the  veto  of  the  Executive;  but 
nothing  could  be  more  highly  recommended 
than  the  expediency  of  the  measure,  both  by 
Mr.  Madison  and  President  Monroe.  They 
deemed  it  of  sufBcient  importance  to  produce  a 
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change  in  the  constitution.  The  language  of  the 
President,  on  this  suhjeot,  is  as  strong  as  it 
could  be ;  he  said,  if  the  right  exists,  it  ought  to 
be  forthwith  exercised. 

As  to  the  expediency  of  the  measure,  said  Mr. 
H.,  I  need  not  speak  at  large ;  the  experience  of 
the  world  tests  the  utility  of  good  roads,  canals, 
and  bridges.  By  means  of  these,  the  inland 
trade  of  China  has  grown  nearly  equal  to  the 
whole  market  of  Europe.  It  has  become  famil- 
iar to  us,  on  this  subject,  that,  in  England,  the 
Duke  of  Bridgewater  first  obtained  a  charter  in 
the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  George  III.,  to 
make  a  canal  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  coal 
from  his  estate  to  Manchester ;  the  benefit  of 
this  canal  was  so  great,  that  it  gave  encourage- 
ment for  others,  and  George  III.  lived  to  see 
more  than  a  hundred  cansds  in  his  kingdom ; 
some  of  them  passing  through  hUls,  by  tunnels, 
and  others  over  valleys  and  rivers,  by  aqueducts. 
By  means  of  these,  there  is  an  internal  commu- 
nication, between  most  of  the  great  towns ;  and 
there  are  few  places  in  England  more  than  fif- 
teen miles  from  a  water  communication.  The 
late  Union  Oanal,  in  Scotland,  which  opens  a 
communication  between  the  two  populous  cities 
of  Glasgow  and  Edinburgh,  is  of  a  size  sufficient 
for  large  vessels.  In  Holland  and  the  Nether- 
lands, canals  are  said  to  be  as  common  as  roads 
in  other  countries.  It  would  be  an  easy  task 
to  go  into  some  detail,  but  I  consider  it  unneces- 
sary, the  subject  is  so  well  understood. 

The  committee  who  reported  the  bill,  said 
Mr.  H.,  were  under  the  impression  that  it  would 
be  more  eflBcacious  than  otherwise,  to  leave  the 
routes  to  be  surveyed  entirely  to  the  discretion 
of  the  President,  and  that  it  would  be  of  no 
advantage  to  designate  them  in  the  bill.  The 
President  will  unquestionably  act,  in  the  first 
instance,  on  the  most  prominent  objects  as  a 
basis  for  the  construction  of  roads  and  canaLs 
and  the  improving  of  water-courses,  in  order  to 
benefit  internal  commerce  among  the  States, 
and  to  facilitate  and  give  security  to  the  com- 
mon defence  of  the  nation.  For  this  purpose 
ho  can  call  to  his  assistance  any  of  the  corps  of 
engineers,  or  practical  civil  engineers,  who 
possess  many  advantages,  from  the  explorations 
they  have  already  made.  In  this  respect  the 
present  bill  differs  from  the  one  reported  at  the 
last  session,  which  provided  for  plans  and  esti- 
mates for  a  national  road  from  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington to  New  Orleans,  and  for  canals  from  the 
harbor  of  Boston  to, the  South,  along  the  At- 
lantic sea  coast,  and  to  connect  the  waters  of  the 
Ohio  above  with  those  below  the  falls  at  Louis- 
ville; Lake  Erie  with  the  Ohio  River;  the  tide 
waters  of  the  Potomac  with  the  same  stream  at 
Cumberland ;  and  for  communications  between 
the  Susquehanna  and  the  rivers  Seneca  and 
Genesee,  which  empty  into  Lake  Ontario,  and 
between  the  Tennessee  and  Savannah,  and  also 
between  the  Tennessee,  Alabama,  and  Tombig- 
bee  rivers. 

I  sinoerily  believe,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  the 
people  are  fully  prepared  for,  and  that  the  spirit 


of  the  nation  would  now  justify,  the  expendi- 
ture of  large  sums  on  great  national  objects. 
The  expense  of  twenty  or  twenty-five  millions 
ought  to  form  no  objection ;  for,  if  the  debt 
should  go  down  to  posterity,  it  will  carry  with 
it  a  legacy  of  a  thousand  times  its  value.  We 
are  under  no  pressing  obligation  to  discharge  it 
immediately ;  but  admit  that  we  are,  of  what 
consequence,  compared  with  the  object,  would 
such  a  sum  be,  when  its  expenditure  would  be 
spread  over  a  period  of  ten  or  fifteen  years  ? 

We  can  never  expect  to  see  more  prosperous 
times  for  the  commencement  of  public  under- 
takings. If  this  subject  is  slumbered  over  for 
centuries,  the  same  reasons  will  be  urged  against 
public  works  that  are  now. 

In  concluding,  Mr.  Hemphill  moved  that  the 
blank  in  the  third  sectipn  of  the  bill  be  filled 
with  $30,000. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Baeboue  offered  a  motion  (which, 
by  the  rules  of  the  House,  superseded  that  to 
fiU  the  blank)  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause 
of  the  bUl.  He  did  this,  he  said,  in  all  fairness, 
that  the  sense  of  the  House  might  first  be  ob- 
tained on  the  general  principles  involved  in  the 
bill,  before  any  thing  should  be  determined  as 
to  its  details.  Wishing,  also,  to  deliver  his 
views  on  the  subject,  and  the  hour  being  now 
rather  late,  he  moved  that  the  committee  should 
rise,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

These  motions,  in  the  course  of  the  conversa- 
tion which  followed,  Mr.  Baeboub  withdrew. 

M.  Meeoee,  on  the  other  hand,  did  not  think 
that  this  bill  was  calculated  in  any  manner  to 
test  the  opinion  of  the  House  on  the  great  ques- 
tions of  the  power  of  Congress  in  regard  to  in- 
ternal improvement,  and  the  expediency  of 
exercising  it.  He  conceived  it  might  be  ex- 
tremely proper  to  employ  the  topographical 
engineers  in  these  surveys,  without  involving 
the  constitutional  question  at  all,  and  indeed 
that  they  could  not  be  better  employed.  Mr. 
M.  adverted  to  the  opinions  of  the  Executive 
on  this  subject,  which  he  said  had  not,  that  he 
knew  of,  undergone  any  change.  It  was  well 
known  that  the  President  had  always  asserted 
the  power  of  the  General  Government  to  appro- 
priate money  to  complete  roads  and  canals,  but 
had  also  expressed  the  opinion  that  CongresB 
had  no  jurisdiction  over  the  territory  of  the 
several  States  for  the  purpose  of  making  them. 
But  this  bUl,  Mr.  M.  added,  did  not  involve  that 
principle,  and  he  did  not  see  that  the  discussion 
of  it  would  now  be  in  place.  He  hoped,  before 
the  session  was  at  an  end,  that  a  biU,  which  did 
involve  the  question,  would  be  fairly  before  the 
House,  on  which  the  question  might  be  tested. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  knew  it  was  possible,  ac- 
cording to  one  interpretation  of  the  constitu- 
tion, to  pass  this  bill  without  involving,  in  the 
discussion,  the  general  principle  of  the  power  of 
the  Government  in  regard  to  internal  improve- 
ment. But  he  thought,  for  his  part,  that  the 
House  could  not  fairly  give  its  approbation  to 
this  bill,  unless  it  also  gave  its  assent  to  the 
general  power.    For  what,  he  asked,  does  the 
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bill  propose  ?  The  making  of  certain  surveys, 
■with  a  view  to  opening  channels  for  the  distri- 
bution of  the  means  of  the  Government,  and, 
through  the  Post  Office,  the  commnnioation  of 
intelligence  from  one  part  of  the  country  to  the 
other.  If  the  Government  has  no  right  to  open 
these  communications,  it  has  no  right  to  make 
the  surveys  which  are  preparatory  to  them. 
He  adverted  to  the  fact  that  when,  some  sixteen 
years  ago,  a  proposition  had  been  made  in  the 
Senate  for  authorizing  a  survey  for  a  canal 
around  the  falls  of  the  Ohio,  a  member,  now 
high  in  office,  was  of  opinion  that,  so  absolutely 
was  the  Government  divested  of  the  power 
over  internal  improvement,  it  could  not  autho- 
rize a  survey  looking  to  such  an  object.  Mr. 
0.  said,  that  he  was  one  of  those  who  do  believe 
the  power  of  making  roads  and  canals  to  belong 
to  the  Government.  There  were  some  who 
differed  from  him,  and  deduced  the  power  to 
give  money  for  such  objects  from  the  power  to 
appropriate  public  money ;  whilst  he  considered 
the  power  to  maie  the  improvements  as  draw- 
ing after  it  the  power  to  make  the  appropria- 
tions for  them.  According  to  the  view  which 
he  took  of  the  subject,  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  internal  improvements  was  a 
necessary  and  indispensable  topic  of  discussion 
which  this  bill  involved.  It  would  be  better, 
then,  he  thought,  to  bring  on  the  general  dis- 
cussion first,  and  after  the.  House  should  be 
satisfied  of  its  power,  to  take  into  consideration 
the  sum  of  money  which  it  might  be  necessary 
to  appropriate  to  these  national  purposes. 

The  committee  then  rose,  on  motion  of  Mi-. 
Baeboue,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Tuesday,  January  13. 
Michigan  Contested  Election — Ineligibility  of 
tlie  Sitting  Delegate  Averred — Eligibility  to 
be  Determined  under  the  Ordinance  0/1737, 
and  not  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States — Contested  Election* 
Mr.  Sloane  from  the  Committee  on  Elections, 
to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  John 
Biddle,  contesting  the  right  of  Gabeibl  Eich- 
ABD  to  a  seat  in  this  House  as  the  delegate  of 
Michigan,  made  an  unfavorable  report  thereon ; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.    The  re- 
port is  as  follows : 

The  petitioner  objects  to  the  right  of  the  sitting 
delegate  to  retain  his  seat,  for  the  following  reasons  : 
1st.  That  he  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  is  an  alien,  owing  allegiance  to 

*  This  is  one  of  the  cases  of  contested  elections  which  re- 
tains a  snrviving  interest,  in  showing  that  the  qualifications 
of  delegates  from  Territories  are  to  be  determined  by  the 
ordinance  of  1787,  and  not  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States ;  and  that  an  alien,  not  being  disqualified  by  tliat 
ordinance,  or  by  any  act  of  Congress,  may  serve  in  Congress 
OS  delegate :  where,  in  fact,  he  has  no  power,  only  a  right  to 
speak,  (and  that  intended  to  be  on  the  afiairs  of  his  Terri- 
tory,) without  the  priTUege  of  voting  upon  any  thing  even 
which  concerned  the  Territory. 


a  foreign  power ;  and  that  although  he  has  been 
naturafized  before  a  court  of  the  Territory,  yet  that 
this  court  not  being  of  that  description  which,  by 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  is  authorized  to  ad- 
mit aliens  to  become  citizens,  his  admission  is  of  no 
validity. 

2d.  That,  even  admitting  the  authority  of  the 
court,  the  naturalization  not  having  tal^en  place  one 
year  previous  to  the  election,  he  is  still  disqualified 
from  retaining  his  seat.  In  entering  upon  the  con- 
sideration of  this  subject,  the  first  point  that  presents 
itself  is  the  authority  on  which  the  right  of  a  Terri- 
tory to  be  represented  bjfc  delegate  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  is  founded ;  and  next,  the  qualifica- 
tions which  it  is  requisite  such  delegates  should  pos- 
sess. The  office  is  one  which  is  not  provided  for  in 
the  constitution.  It  grew  out  of  the  ordinance  of 
Congress  for  the  government  of  the  Northwestern 
Ten-itory,  passed  anterior  to  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  has  formed  the 
basis  of  all  the  territorial  governments  which  have 
since  existed.  By  that  ordinance  no  qualifications 
were  required  of  the  person  elected  a  delegate  ;  nor  do 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  which  have  been  subse- 
quently passed  in  relation  to  the  election  of  delegates 
from  other  Territories,  prescribe  any.  The  commit- 
tee will  not  attempt  to  discuss,  much  less  to  decide, 
the  propriety  of  allowing  persons  who  are  not  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  or  who  may  owe  allegi- 
ance to  a  foreign  Government,  to  hold  seats  in  this 
House  as  delegates  from  Territories.  It  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  state  the  fact,  that  there  are  no  statutory 
provisions  on  the  subject ;  and  that,  unless  it  can  be 
deduced  from  the  general  principles  of  the  constitu- 
tion, there  is  no  authority  to  exclude  an  alien  from 
holding  a  seat  in  Congress  as  a  delegate  from  a  Ter- 
ritory. The  case  under  consideration  does  not, 
however,  present  itself  in  such  manner  as  to  render  a 
decision  of  this  point  absolutely  necessary.  By  the 
documents  which  have  been  referred,  it  appears  that 
the  sitting  delegate  is  a  native  of  France ;  that  he 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1792,  with  an  in- 
tention of  residing  therein ;  that  he  has  so  resided 
until  the  present  time ;  that  in  June,  1823,  he  made 
application  to  the  court  of  Wayne  county,  in  the 
Territory  of  Michigan,  then  holden  in  the  city  of 
Detroit,  and  was  admitted  to  become  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States.  The  question  now  comes  up  for  con- 
sideration, whether  this  court  is  of  the  description 
which  have  authority  competent  to  perform  acts  of 
this  kind.  The  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  14th  of 
April,  1802,  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  a  uniform 
rule  of  naturalization,  and  to  repeal  all  the  acts  here- 
tofore passed  on  that  subject,"  provides  that  aliens 
may  be  admitted  to  become  citizens  of  the  United 
States  by  the  "supreme,  superior,  district,  or  cir- 
cuit court  of  some  one  of  the  States,  or  of  the  terri- 
torial jurisdictions  of  the  United  States,  or  a  cir- 
cuit or  district  court  of  the  United  States."  _In_  a 
law  of  Congress  which  was  designed  to  confer  jmis- 
diction  on  other  courts  than  those  of  the  United 
States,  and  which  courts  were  possessed  of  different 
powers,  and  variously  constituted,  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  describe  each  court  by  tliat  name 
or  appellation  which  it  received  in  the  law  of  the 
State  or  Territory  by  which  it  was  established.  Be- 
sides, was  such  precision  to  be  observed.  Congress 
would  be  under  the  necessity  of  altering  the  law  to 
meet  every  change  which  the  different  States  might 
find  it  convenient  to  make  in  their  judicial  system, 
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or  othorwiae  the  object  of  tho  law  might,  in  ome 
States,  he  entirely  defeated.  In  making  provision 
for  the  naturalization  of  foreigners,  the  intention  of 
Congress  obviously  was  to  confide  it  to  all  courts  which 
possessed  those  attributes  that  would  render  them  safe 
depositories  of  the  trust  reposed.  And  the  terms  em- 
ployed to  describe  them  must  be  construed  to  relate 
to  their  powers  and  jurisdiction,  and  not  to  the  name 
or  appellation  by  which  they  were  respectively  desig- 
nated in  the  laws  of  the  States  or  Territories  in  which 
they  exist.  That  this  is  a  fair  construction,  will  ap- 
pear manifest  from  the  provisions  of  the  third  sec- 
tion of  the  same  act,  which  declares  "that  every 
court  of  record,  in  any  individual  State,  having  com- 
mon law  jurisdiction,  and  a  seaJ,  and  clerk  or  pro- 
thonotary,  shall  be  considered  as  a  district  court 
within  the  meaning  of  this  act." 

The  exceptions  taken  to  the  authority  of  a  county 
court  of  a  Territory  to  admit  aliens  to  become  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  are  founded  on  the  reference 
in  this  section  to  State  courts,  and  the  omission  to 
include  the  courts  of  a  similar  character  in  the  Terri- 
tries.  But  this  section,  it  must  be  observed,  is  mere- 
ly declaratory,  and  cannot  justly  be  construed  to  con- 
tain any  thing  more  than  an  explanation  of  what  was 
intended  to  be  understood  by  the  terms  "  district  and 
circuit  court."  Let  us  see  what  is  the  interpretation. 
It  is,  "  that  every  court  of  record  which  possesses 
certain  other  attributes,  which  are  enumerated,  is  to 
be  considered  as  a  district  court."  Here  is  no  new 
grant  of  power,  but  only  a  declaration  of  the  char- 
acter in  which  those  courts  are  considered ;  and  the 
omission  of  the  territorial  courts  in  this  section  can- 
not be  construed  to  annul  the  grant  of  power  con- 
tained in  the  iirst  section.  The  reason  for  enacting 
the  first  section,  was  obviously  to  explain  away 
certain  doubts  which  appear  by  the  preamble  to 
have  existed  in  regard  to  some  of  the  courts  m  certain 
States;  and  the  presumption  is,  that,  in  respect  to 
the  territorial  courts,  no  such  doubts  were  suggested, 
and  hence  the  omission,  Should  this  view  of  the 
subject  be  correct,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  by 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  the  county  courts  in 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  are  to  be  considered  as 
district  courts,  and  competent  to  admit  aliens  to  be- 
coine  citizens  of  the  United  States ;  and  that,  as  the 
sitting  delegate  was  naturalized  before  one  of  those 
courts,  he  thereby  became,  and  in  fact,  now  is,  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States. 

_  The  committee  will  now  proceed  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  second  objection,  viz  :  That,  even  admit- 
ting the  validity  of  the  naturalization,  yet,  as  it  did 
not  take  place  one  year  before  the  election,  the  sitting 
delegate  was  not  at  that  time  legally  qualified,  inas- 
much as  he  had  not  resided  in  the  Territory  one  year 
previous  to  the  election  in  the  quality  of  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States.  The  authority  relied  on  to  sup- 
port this  position,  is  the  act  of  Congress  "  authorizing 
the  election  of  a  delegate  from  the  Michigan  Terri- 
tory to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  ex- 
tending the  right  of  suffrage  to  the  citizens  of  said 
Territory,"  passed  the  16th  of  February,  1819 ;  and 
the  "  act  to  amend  the  ordinance  and  acts  of  Con- 
gress for  the  government  of  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan, and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  the  3d  of  March, 
1823.  The  former  of  these  acts  provides  "that 
every  free  white  male  citizen  of  said  Territory,  above 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  shall  have  resided 
therein  one  year  next  preceding  the  election,"  &c., 
shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  such  election  for  a  dele- 


gate to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  The  lat- 
ter act  provides  that  all  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
having  the  qualifications  prescribed  by  the  act  of  the 
16th  of  P'ebruary,  1819,  shall  be  eligible  to  any  office 
in  said  Territory.  The  committee  will  not  undertake 
to  decide  whether  the  station  of  delegate  is  such  an 
office  as  comes  within  the  meaning  of  this  act ;  but, 
even  admitting  that  it  is,  the  conclusion  will  not 
prejudice  the  right  of  the  sitting  delegate  to  his  seat. 
Neither  of  the  acts  referred  to  require  that  the  per- 
son shall  possess  the  qualifications  enumerated  at  any 
other  time  than  that  at  which  the  election  takes 
place.  It  is  not  the  citizen  who  is  required  to  have 
resided  in  that  quality  for  one  year  next  preceding 
the  election.  It  is  the  person,  the  individual,  the 
man,  who  is  spoken  of,  and  who  is  to  possess  the 
qualifications  of  residence,  age,  freedom,  &c.,  at  the 
time  he  offers  to  vote,  or  is  to  be  voted  for,  or  claims 
the  privileges  and  franchises  which  those  acts  bestow. 
From  a  careful  examination  of  the  case  in  all  its  bear- 
ings and  relations,  the  committee  are  impelled  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  sitting  delegate  was  at  the  time 
of  his  election  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  possess- 
ed of  all  the  constitutional  and  legal  qualifications 
to  render  him  eligible  to  a  seat  in  the  present  Con- 
gress, and  do,  therefore,  submit  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

"Resolved,  That  Gabriel  Richard  is  entitled  to  a 
seat  in  this  House,  as  a  delegate  from  the  Territory 
of  Michigan." 

Marquis  Lafayette. 

The  joint  resolutions  yesterday  moved  by  Mr. 
Mitchell,  of  Maryland,  looking  to  the  proba- 
bility of  a  visit  from  the  Marquis  Lafayette  to 
this  country,  and  proposing  to  send  a  national 
ship  for  him,  were  read  a  second  time ;  and  the 
question  being  on  ordering  them  to  a  third 
reading — 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Condict  to  lay 
the  resolutions  on  the  table,  to  give  time  for 
further  consideration  thereon. 

This  motion  was  negatived — 80  to  H. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  expressed 
his  wish  to  have  more  authentic  information  of 
the  expressions  of  General  Lafayette  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a  visit  to  the  United  States.  He  thought 
the  House  was  not  in  possession  of  such  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  as  would  justify  acting 
upon  it — intimating,  that  if  he  was  properly 
apprised  of  the  facts  alleged  in  the  preamble, 
he  did  not  know  that  he  should  object  to  the 
resolutions. 

_  Mr.  Beent,  of  Louisiana,  said  he  did  not  con- 
sider it  material  to  a  decision  on  these  resolu- 
tions, whether  or  not  it  was  the  wish  of  the 
Marquis  Lafayette  to  visit  the  United  States. 
But,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  had  seen  letters  from  the 
Marquis  himself  expressing  that  wish.  He  had 
seen  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Davezac,  of  New 
Orleans,  wherein  Marquis  Lafayette  stated  that 
it  was  his  intention  to  visit  the  United  States 
once  more  before  he  died.  One  of  his  col- 
leagues, also,  (Mr.  LivingstonO  had  received  a 
letter  to  the  same  effect.  Mr.  B.  said,  he  hoped, 
on  this  occasion,  not  only  an  affirmative  but  a 
unanimous  vote. 
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Mr.  EioH,  of  Vermont,  moved  to  amend  the 
resolution  by  striking  out  the  words  "  expressed 
an  anxious  wish,"  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof 
"announced  his  intention,"  to  visit  the  United 
States,  &c. 

Mr.  OoNDiOT,  of  New  Jersey,  said,  that  it 
would  be  much  more  competent  for  a  commit- 
tee than  for  the  whole  House  to  amend  the 
phraseology  of  a  resolve,  and,  as  there  seemed 
to  be  some  doubt  as  to  the  phraseology  of  the 
preamble  at  least,  he  moved  to  refer  the  reso- 
lutions to  a  select  committee. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to  without  opposi- 
tion ;  and  Mr.  Oondiot,  Mi-.  Mitchell,  Mr.  Hol- 
OOMBE,  Mr.  Beekt,  Mr.  Cttthbeet,  Mr.  Oam- 
BEBLEN&,  and  Mr.  Livingston,  were  appointed 
the  said  committee. 

Surveys  for  Roads  and  Canals. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hemphill,  the  House  again 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday.  Mr. 
Foot  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  the  considera- 
tion of  the  biU  for  obtaining  the  necessary 
surveys,  plans,  and  estimates,  on  the  subject  of 
roads  and  canals,  was  resumed. 

The  biU,  observed  Mr.  B.,  proposes  an  appro- 
priation of  money  to  obtain  the  necessary  sur- 
veys and  plans  on  the  subject  of  roads  and 
canals ;  and  its  advocates  had  urged  that  it  was 
merely  a  measure  to  procure  useful  information ; 
but  it  sought  that  information  avowedly  with 
reference  to  an  ulterior  object ;  and  if  this  ulte- 
rior measure  be  not  constitutionally  within  the 
powers  of  Congress,  then,  he  contended,  that 
Congress  were  not  warranted  in  taking  the  pre- 
paratory step  now  proposed.  He  should  trouble 
the  House  with  no  remarks  on  the  general  sub- 
ject of  internal  improvements ;  the  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  good  roads  and  canals  none 
deny ;  he  fuUy  accorded  in  the  opinions  ex- 
pressed by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
the  saving  of  expense  and  promotion  of  inter- 
course which  must  necessarily  result  from  them. 
But  the  question  now  to  be  argued  was  of  a 
different  complexion — ^it  was  the  question  of 
power.  He  had  long  been  of  opinion,  that 
Congress  was  not  possessed  of  this  power  under 
the  constitution,  as  that  instrument  now  stands ; 
and  it  would  be  the  object  of  his  present  discus- 
sion to  prove  this. 

He  would  now  proceed  to  an  examination  of 
the  constitution  itself,  in  reference  to  the  power 
in  question.  It  was  worthy  of  inquiry,  how- 
ever, first,  to  look  at  the  great  diversity  of 
opinion  among  those  who  professed  to  derive 
the  power  of  making  internal  improvements 
from  the  constitution.  Some  thought  it  might  be 
done  with  the  consent  of  the  States  concerned ; 
others,  without  that  consent.  Some  drew  it 
from  one  part  of  the  constitution,  some  from 
another.  Some  maintain  that  Congress  has  the 
power  without  the  section  which  authorizes 
them  to  collect  taxes,  &c. ;  others,  that  it  has 
not.  All  these  various  classes  of  advocates, 
however  diverse  or  incompatible  their  various 


opinions  might  be,  were,  he  did  not  doubt,  as 
sincere  in  holding  and  in  expressing  them,  as 
he  himself  was  in  the  views  he  took  on  the 
subject.  He  should  think  it  needless  to  occupy 
much  time  to  prove  that,  if  Congress  possessed 
the  power  at  all,  they  needed  not  the  assent  of 
the  States  through  which  the  improvements 
were  to  pass,  though  such  assent  had  been 
asked  as  to  the  Cumberland  road.  For,  what- 
ever powers  the  constitution  has  given  them, 
they  may  not  only  exercise  without  the  assent 
of  the  States,  but  %gainst  their  will,  within 
constitutional  limits.  Take,  for  example,  the 
power  of  taxation ;  and  so  of  their  other 
powers.  If  assent  is  to  be  procured,  it  implies 
that  it  cannot  be  done  without  such  assent ;  but 
if  the  assent  give  the  authority,  it  follows  that, 
by  the  assent  of  a  few  States,  a  new  power 
may  be  imparted;  whereas,  to  get  a  new 
power  requires  an  amendment  of  the  constitu- 
tion, which  can  only  be  done  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  that  instrument.  There  are,  in- 
deed, a  few  cases  in  which  the  constitution  re- 
quires the  assent  of  the  States,  such  as  the 
purchase  of  sites  for  forts,  arsenals,  &c.,  but 
the  very  requisition  of  assent  in  these  pases, 
utterly  excludes  the  idea  of  its  necessity  in  any 
others. 

If  no  consent  is  required  from  the  States,  it 
must  be  because  the  power  is  granted  by  the 
constitution.  Is  it  granted?  asked  Mr.  B.  I 
cannot  find  such  a  word  in  any  part  of  that  in- 
strument, as  power  to  make  canals.  He  here 
read  extracts  from  the  report  of  the  first  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  (General  Hamilton,)  in 
which,  he  contended,  that  that  statesman  did 
not  pretend  to  claim  such  a  power  as  belonging 
to  the  General  Government.  He  was,  iu  that 
report,  opposing  the  force  of  the  arguments  of 
the  then  Secretary  of  State,  (Mr.  Jefferson,)  in 
respect  to  the  incorporation  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  but,  though  strenuous  in  his  op- 
position, he  admitted  "  that  a  special  power  to 
incorporate,  for  the  purpose  of  opening  canals, 
would  have  been  necessary,  except  with  regard 
to  the  "Western  Territory ;  there  being  nothing, 
ia  any  part  of  the  constitution,  respecting  the 
regulation  of  canals."  It  is  not  pretended  that 
the  power  to  make  roads  and  canals  is  a  positive 
power,  granted  by  the  constitution ;  it  is  sup- 
posed, however,  to  be  imphed  in  some  of  those 
expressly  enumerated.  From  which  of  these 
is  it  sought  to  be  derived?  Some  say  from 
that  clause  which  gives  to  Congress  "power  to 
regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and 
among  the  several  States."  For  himself,  it  had 
always  been  his  opinion  that  this  grant  extend- 
ed no  farther  than  to  prescribing  the  terms  on 
which  this  commerce  shall  be  conducted.  He 
had  derived  this  opinion  equally  from  the 
history  and  the  geographical  position  of  the 
United  States.  The  slightest  glance  at  a  map 
of  the  Union  is  suflBcient  to  show  that,  in  re- 
spect to  commercial  advantages,  some  of  the 
States  are  far  better  situated  than  others ;  and 
this  power  was  given  to  prevent  undue  advan- 


632 


ABKIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  OF  R.] 


Surveys  for  Roads  and  Canalt. 


[Jaktary,  1824. 


tage  being  taken  of  those  States  which  were 
less  favorably  situated,  by  the  laying  of  exactions 
on  the  passage  of  their  products  to  a  market, 
&c.,  [on  which  part  of  the  subject  he  read  a 
quotation  from  one  of  the  numbers  of  "  The 
Federalist."]  Here,  he  said,  was  a  precise, 
and  special  reason  for  the  grant  of  this  power, 
which  ought  to  be  taken  as  the  best  explanation 
of  the  power  itself. 

Having  thus  examined  in  succession  the  several 
parts  of  the  constitution,  in  which  the  advocates 
for  internal  improvements  sought  to  find  the 
grant  of  power  to  make  them,  he  would  add 
one  other  view  of  that  instrument  considered 
as  a  whole.  Although  its  framers  went  into 
the  construction  of  it  in  a  liberal  spirit  of  mu- 
tual concessions,  yet  there  is  manifest,  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  it,  a  portion  of  mutual  jealousy  also. 
That  spirit  plainly  appears  in  such  regulations 
as  that  which  provides  that  all  direct  taxes 
shall  be  in  proportion  to  the  population  of  the 
several  States — that  there  shall  be  no  tax  on 
exports,  &c.  These  provisions  evidently  arose 
out  of  a  fear  that  some  inequality  might  exist 
in  the  burdens  or  advantages  of  the  new  Govern- 
ment as  apportioned  among  the  States.  But  if 
the  framers  of  the  constitution  thus  intended 
to  guard  by  anticipation,  against  all  such  in- 
equalities, do  I  not,  said  Mr.  B.,  derive  from 
that  fact  a  very  strong  ai-gument,  to  show  that 
they  never  meant  to  give  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment municipal  powers,  such  as  internal 
improvements  ?  These  powers  bear  directly  on 
the  internal  affairs  of  a  people  almost  infinitely 
diversified  in  situation,  circumstances,  and  local 
interests.  Of  what  use  is  it  to  forbid  a  dispro- 
portionate drawing  of  money  from  the  different 
States,  if,  when  drawn,  according  to  due  pro- 
portion from  each,  it  may  then  be  given  for  the 
benefit  of  a  few,  or  of  a  single  State  ?  Take  an 
illustration  from  the  great  New  York  canal. 
Had  the  expense  of  that  canal  been  borne  by 
the  General  Government  ?  Although  it  would 
in  a  degree  have  "  promoted  the  general  wel- 
fare," would  it  not,  out  of  all  proportion,  have 
benefited  the  State  of  New  York  in  particular? 
And  do  what  you  wiU,  from  the  very  nature  of 
things  it  must  happen,  however  pure  the  inten- 
tions of  Government,  that  the  practical  opera- 
tion of  such  an  interpretation  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  of  the  system  which  rests  on  that 
interpretation,  will  be  to  produce  an  unequal 
and  disproportionate  application  of  moneys 
drawn  from  all  the  States.  If  this  may  be 
done,  it  is  vain  to  forbid  unequal  taxes,  and 
what  must  be  the  natural  consequence?  To 
produce  discontent  and  heart-burnings  in  those 
parts  of  the  Union  which  are  least  benefited, 
or  not  at  all,  by  the  improvements  effected. 
Some  States  may  be  so  situated  by  geographi- 
cal position,  that  either  a  small  share  only,  or 
no  part  of  the  proposed  improvements  may  be 
made  within  them,  and  when  they  see  large 
sums  continually  going,  under  the  idea  of  "  pro- 
moting the  general  welfare,"  to  accomplish 
objects  which  are  to  benefit  other  States,  a 


jealousy  will  be  excited  dangerous  to  the  peace 
of  our  country.  It  may  be  said  that  such  a 
feeling  is  unjustifiable ;  however  that  may  be,  it 
is  the  part  of  a  wise  Government,  and  it  was 
the  design  of  the  authors  of  our  constitution, 
to  guard,  as  far  as  practicable, ,  against  giving 
occasion  to  feelings  of  so  pernicious  a  charac- 
ter. 

Before  he  concluded,  Mr.  B.  said  he  would 
refer,  in  anticipation,  to  an  argument  which 
he  doubted  not  to  hear  urged  from  certain  pre- 
cedents which  have  already  been  set  by  Con- 
gress on  the  general  subject,  and  which  are 
thought  by  some  to  cover  the  principle  against 
which  he  was  now  contending. 

The  case  of  the  Cumberland  road  was  one  of 
these  precedents.  It  had  been  constructed  not 
by  any  one  of  the  State  governments  through 
whose  territory  it  passed,  but  by  the  General 
Government,  and  at  the  public  expense.  Very 
true.  But  did  not  Congress,  in  the  very  act 
providing  for  this  road,  virtually  cede  the  con- 
stitutional question,  by  requiring  the  consent 
of  those  States  ?  If  the  constitution  gives  the 
Congress  power  to  make  roads  where  it  will, 
"  to  promote  the  general  welfare,"  the  consent 
of  no  State,  as  he  hoped  he  had  already  proven, 
can  be  required  to  the  exercise  of  that  power ; 
and  so  far  was  President  Jefferson  from  believ- 
ing such  a  power  to  be  in  the  possession  of 
Government,  that  he  expressly  recommended 
an  amendment  of  the  constitution  in  order  to 
give  it.  On  the  same  ground  President  Madi- 
son rested  his  veto  to  the  act  for  giving  the  bo- 
nus of  the  United  States  Bank,  as  a  fund  for 
internal  improvement ;  and  our  present  worthy 
Chief  Magistrate,  although  he  has  approved  acts 
for  the  continuation  and  completion  of  the 
Cumberland  road,  made  a  distinction  between 
power  to  appropriate  for  such  a  road,  and  the 
power  of  jurisdiction  over  it.  I  deny  both. 
In  conclusion,  Mr.  B.  said,  that  he  had  en- 
deavored to  present  to  the  House  a  fair,  and 
at  the  same  time,  brief  statement  of  his  views 
on  the  subject ;  he  had  long  been  of  the 
opinion,  that,  however  desirable  or  advan- 
tageous internal  improvements  might  be.  Con- 
gress, by  the  constitution,  had  no  power  to  make 
them.  He  knew  that  other  gentlemen  differed 
widely  from  himself  in  this  opinion,  and  he 
could  not,  and  did  not  entertain  the  slightest 
doubt  that  they  were  as  sincere  and  upright  in 
their  views  as  he  was  in  his ;  both  sides  of  the 
question  would  doubtless  be  presented  in  argu- 
ment, and  it  would  be  for  the  committee  to 
decide  between  them. 

Mr.  HoLOOMBB,  of  New  Jersey,  rose,  and 
observed,  that  the  course  which  he  should  take 
in  the  discussion  would  be  widely  different  from 
the  one  pursued  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Baeboue,)  who  had  just 
taken  his  seat,  and  who  had  addressed  the 
committee  with  so  much  ingenuity  and  elo- 
quence. I  shall  defend  the  constitutional  right 
— Mr.  H.  observed — and  the  expediency  of 
passing  this  bill.    The  constitutional  right,  in- 
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deed,  in  the  General  Government,  and  the  ex- 
pediency of  appropriating  the  public  treasure, 
for  purposes  of  internal  improvement,  have  al- 
ways appeared  to  me  propositions  too  obvious 
and  irresistible  to  require  either  illustration  or 
defence;  and  there  is,  surely,  no  fact  in  our 
parliamentary  history  more  remarkable,  than 
the  successful  opposition  which  has  combatted 
this  bill,  or  the  principle  which  it  involves,  in 
every  stage  of  its  progress.  Posterity  wUl 
scarcely  credit  it ;  especially  when  the  enlight- 
ened period  in  which  we  live,  and  the  spirit 
of  universal  improvement  which  distinguishes 
it,  be  taken  into  consideration.  And  the 
fact,  Mr.  Chairman,  can  only  be  explained  by 
referring  it  to  that  obliquity  of  the  human 
mind,  which  arrays  itself  in  opposition  to  aR 
new  improvements,  either  in  physics  or  in 
morals ;  and  to  all  novel  and  extraordinary 
efforts  of  genius  or  patriotism.  Eidioule  and 
contempt  pursued  the  great  Columbus  from 
court  to  court ;  and  persecution  followed  him 
to  the  grave.  The  grandeur  and  success  of  his 
enterprise  were  insufficient  to  protect  him  from 
the  embittered  vengeance  of  those  whose  vain 
predictions  he  had  so  signally  exposed.  But, 
sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  it  is  unnecessai-y  to  refer  to 
history  for  illustration.  "When  Fulton  an- 
nounced the  discovery  of  steam-navigation,  in- 
credulity pointed  to  numerous  failures ;  and 
ignorance  asserted  its  folly  and  extravagance. 
But  the  steamboat  floats  upon  the  waters  of 
every  civilized  nation,  and  if  the  contemplated 
improvement  of  another  distinguished  American 
be  not  illusory,  is  destined  to  traverse  the  ocean 
itself,  for  the  purposes  of  commerce,  with  a 
celerity  heretofore  unprecedented,  and  unim- 
agined — conquering  time  and  space,  and  draw- 
ing together,  within  the  circle  of  social  and  na- 
tional intercourse,  the  remote  and  scattered 
families  of  the  human  race.  Again,  sir,  when 
the  question  of  the  great  New  York  Oanal  was 
first  in  agitation,  public  opinion  pronounced  it 
a  project  visionary  and  impossible.  The  travel- 
ler, indeed,  struck  with  the  magnificence  of  the 
enterprise,  assented  to  its  practicability,  but 
spoke  of  the  ages  necessary  for  its  completion. 
In  less  than  six  years,  however,  the  waters  of 
the  great  Lakes  mingled  with  the  Hudson !  and 
this  most  brilliant  and  successful  effort  of 
modern  genius  and  enterprise  is  rapidly  hast- 
ening to  its  consummation.  And  such  will  be 
the  splendid  result,  I  will  venture  to  predict,  of 
the  present  question.  It  has  been  denounced, 
as  unconstitutional,  and  opposed,  as  inexpedient. 
But,  if  innumerable  indications  and  expressions 
of  public  opinion  be  not  entirely  deceptive,  the 
period  is  not  distant — ^nay,  before  the  very  de- 
corations of  this  Hall  shall  be  soUed  by  the 
hand  of  time — when  a  new  policy,  and  new 
principles  of  legislation,  shall  be  announced,  by 
liberal  and  munificent  appropriations  by  the 
General  Government,  for  the  purposes  of  in- 
ternal improvement. 

The  bill,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  combatted  as  un- 
constitutional and  inexpedient.     I  wiU  examine 


both  points,  as  briefly,  but  perspicuously,  as  I 
am  able. 

That  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
in  broad  and  express  terms,  has  not  granted  to 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  the  power 
of  appropriating  the  public  treasure  for  the  pur- 
poses of  internal  improvement,  is  unquestion- 
able. But  that  such  a  power  is  really  secured 
by  a  liberal  construction  of  this  instrument, 
suflBciently  ample  for  all  the  purposes  of  legisla- 
tion in  relation  to  this  question,  has  never  been 
doubted  by  many  politicians.  I  profess  to  be- 
long to  that  number,  and,  indeed,  I  cannot  con- 
ceive an  idea  more  extravagant  than  that  a  Gov- 
ernment should  be  constituted  so  utterly  imper- 
fect, as  to  be  incapable  of  appropriating  its  funds 
for  any  object  which  its  constituted  authorities 
might  consider  necessary  for  the  public  welfare. 
History  furnishes  no  such  example.  And  that 
ours  is  actuaUysuch  a  Government,  must  presup- 
pose the  most  extraordinary  want  of  foresight  in 
a  body  of  politicians,  (the  framers  of  the  consti- 
tution,) otherwise  remarkable  for  the  acute- 
ness  and  prophetic  sagacity  of  their  views.  We 
have  been  accustomed  to  regard,  and  justly  too, 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  as  the 
ablest  effort  of  wisdom  and  virtue.  But,  if  the 
doctrines  of  the  honorable  gentleman  who  has 
just  taken  his  seat  be  correct,  a  bitterer  satire 
upon  its  imperfections  could  scarcely  be  pro- 
nounced or  imagined. 

"  We  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to 
form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  justice,  in.sure 
domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common  defence, 
promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings 
of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity,  do  ordain 
and  establish  this  Constitution  for  the  United  States  of 
America." 

Such,  said  Mr.  H.,  is  a  condensed  but  very 
luminous  view  (its  preamble)  of  the  pervading 
spirit  and  grand  design  of  the  constitution. 
But  yet,  sir,  we  are  told  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman, that  the  bill  under  consideration,  ob- 
viously and  acknowledgedly  indispensable  to  se- 
cure the  public  defence,  and  promote  the  gen- 
eral welfare,  is  unconstitutional!  But,  what- 
ever may  have  been  the  hesitation  of  earlier 
legislators  in  relation  to  the  constitutional  right 
of  appropriating  public  money  for  objects  of 
internal  improvement,  a  practice  or  practices 
have  grown  out  of  the  implied  powers  by  the 
constitution,  which,  as  legitimate  precedents, 
appear  to  me,  as  far  as  the  present  question  is 
concerned,  to  be  fully  sufficient  to  remove  aU 
obscurity  (if,  indeed,  obscurity  there  be)  from 
the  proper  latitude  of  construction  to  be  given 
to  it.  We  erect  light-houses,  sea  walls,  piers, 
and  buoys,  to  facilitate  commerce ;  we  endow 
military  schools  as  appendages  to  our  military 
system ;  we  construct  costly  edifices  and  estab- 
lish expensive  libraries,  to  subserve  the  luxury, 
or,  if  you  please,  the  convenience  of  legislation, 
without  startling  the  scruples  or  prejudices  of 
the  most  sensitive.  But  such  acts,  gentlemen 
observe,  are  essential  for  carrying  into  effect 
powers  expressly  granted.     And  surely,  upon 
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this  principle,  (if  no  otlier  principle  permitted,) 
a  system  of  internal  improvement  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government  may  be  sustained  and  defended. 
For  are  not  roads  and  canals  obviously  indis- 
pensable for  carrying  into  effect  a  system  of  pub- 
lic defence,  as  provided  for  by  the  constitution  ? 
Indispensable,  indeed,  for  carrying  into  effect 
the  whole  grand  design  of  that  immortal  in- 
strument— the  security,  prosperity,  and  hap- 
piness of  the  good  people  of  these  States. 

The  right  of  appropriation,  together  with  all 
necessary  jurisdiction  and  sovereignty,  extends 
in  my  opinion  to  every  act  of  legislation,  which, 
though  unembraced  by  the  express  letter  of  the 
constitution,  will  obviously  and  certainly  pro- 
mote the  public  welfare.  And  this  is  the  con- 
struction, I  am  convinced,  which  public  opinion 
has  given  to  this  question.  The  committee  will 
perceive,  therefore,  that  I  do  not  derive  the 
constitutional  power  of  appropriation  in  this 
case,  as  a  consequent  to  the  power  of  regulating 
internal  or  external  commerce,  or  of  establish- 
ing post-offices  and  post  roads,  or  from  an  ex- 
tended and  extravagant  construction  to  any  in- 
dividual power  ;  but  rather  from  that  general 
power,  which  appears  to  me  incidental  to,  and 
inseparably  connected  with,  all  Governments : 
the  power  of  securing  the  public  defence  and 
promoting  the  general  welfare.  But  such  a 
power,  it  is  observed,  has  no  hijiits ;  it  will 
reach  to  any  thing  and  every  thing,  and  con- 
sequently is  dangerous  and  inadmissible.  The 
danger,  sir,  is  more  imaginary  than  real.  The 
discretion  of  Congress  must  determine  its  limits, 
as  it  does  in  relation  to  every  other  power  of 
the  constitution,  express  or  implied.  I  would 
not,  Mr.  Chairman,  on  this,  or  on  any  other 
subject,  be  considered  as  regarding  lightly  the 
authority  of  the  constitution.  On  the  contrary, 
as  far  as  its  powers  be  express  and  unequivocal, 
let  them  be  fulfilled,  even  to  the  uttermost  of 
their  requisitions.  It  is,  indeed,  a  charter  so 
inexpressibly  solemn  and  imposing  in  its  obli- 
gations, that  it  should  be  approached  with 
caution,  and  touched  (if  it  be  touched  at  all) 
with  becoming  reverence.  Or  rather,  it  is  that 
grand  temple  in  which  is  deposited  the  ark, 
not  only  of  our  own  liberties,  but  of  the  hopes 
and  liberties  of  the  human  race. 

' '  Long  as  the  Coliseum  stands,  Eome  shall  stand ; 
When  falls  the  Coliseum,  Rome  shall  fall, 
And  when  Eome  falls,  the  world." 

Yes,  sir,  equally  with  those  opposed  to  the 
biU,  I  regard  as  sacred  and  obligatory,  the  au- 
thority of  the  constitution,  as  far  as  it  be  ex- 
press and  unequivocal.  And  I  must  be  permitted 
to  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  of  protesting 
against  the  extraordinary  disposition  manifested 
at  this  i^ioment,  to  assail  its  integrity.  And  I 
regret  exceedingly  to  observe  the  force  of  the 
powerful  talents  of  my  distinguished  friend 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  MoDuefie,)  arrayed 
against  it.  Amendments  may  be  necessary; 
and,  to  a  certain  extent — a  very  limited  extent, 
however— I  believe  are  deshable.    But  with 
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all  its  imperfections,  it  is  notwithstanding,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  august  structure  into  which! 
would  rather  see  committed  the  everlasting 
destinies  of  this  country,  than  any  other  which 
the  genius  of  man  will  ever  be  able  to  devise 
or  erect.  Storms  may  assail,  and  the  shadows 
of  portending  dissolution  wiU  assuredly  encom- 
pass it.  But,  as  long  as  virtue  and  intelligence 
continue  to  crowd  its  portals  and  officiate  at  its 
altars,  the  tempest  will  burst  harmless  around 
it ;  and  when  the  deep  gloom  of  the  moment 
shall  break  away,  the  symbol  of  the  Union  will 
still  be  seen,  floating  over  it,  as  resplendentlyas 
ever — as  uninfluenced,  and  unendangered,  in- 
deed, as  the  standard  erected  above  us,  by  the 
storms  which  sometimes  shake  this  hall  to  its 
foundations. 

When  Mr.  Holoombe  had  concluded — 
On  suggestion  of  Mr.  Clat,  who  is,  therefore, 
entitled  to  the  floor,  the  committee  rose,  and 
the  House  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  February  14. 
Surveys  for  Hoods  and  Canals. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  in  the  chair, 
on  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday ;  which 
was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Baeboue,  to  strike  out 
the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill  reported  by  Mr. 
Hemphill,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Eoads  and  Canals,  to  obtain  the  ^requisite  sur- 
veys and  plans  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Clat,  (Speaker,)  in  rising,  said,  that  he 
could  not  enter  on  the  discussion  of  the  subject 
before  him,  without  first  asking  leave  to  express 
his  thanks  for  the  kindness  of  the  committee  in 
so  far  accommodating  him,  as  to  agree  unani- 
mously to  adjourn  its  sitting  to  the  present 
time,  in  order  to  afford  him  the  opportunity  of 
exhilDiting  his  views ;  (which,  however,  he 
feai'ed  he  should  do  very  unacoeptably.)  As  a 
requital  for  this  kindness,  he  would  endeavor, 
as  far  as  was  practicable,  to  abbreviate  what  he 
had  to  present  to  their  consideration.  Yet,  on 
a  question  of  this  extent  and  moment,  there 
were  so  many  topics  which  demanded  a  deliber- 
ate examination,  that,  from  the  nature  of  the 
case,  it  would  be  impossible,  he  was  afraid,  to 
reduce  the  argument  to  any  thing  that  the  com- 
mittee would  consider  a  reasonable  compass. 

It  was  known  to  aU  who  heard  him,  that 
there  had  now  existed  for  several  years  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion  between  the  Executive  and 
Legislative  branches  of  this  Government,  as  to 
the  nature  and  extent  of  certain  powers  con- 
ferred upon  it  by  the  constitution.  Two  suc- 
cessive Presidents  had  returned  to  Congress 
bills  which  had  previously  passed  both  Houses 
of  that  body,  with  a  communication  of  the 
opinion  that  Congress,  under  the  constitution, 
possessed  no  power  to  enact  such  laws.  High 
respect,  personal  and  official,  must  be  felt  by 
all,  as  it  was  due,  to  those  distinguished  officers, 
and  to  their  opinions  thus  solemnly  annouBced; 
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and  the  most  profound  consideralion  belonged 
to  our  present  Chief  Magistrate,  who  had 
favored  that  House  with  a  written  argument, 
of  great  length  and  labor,  consisting  of  not  less 
than  sixty  or  seventy  pages,  in  support  of  his 
exposition  of  the  constitution.  From  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  interests  involved  in  the  question, 
all  would  readily  concur,  that,  if  the  power  is 
granted  and  does  really  exist,  it  ought  to  be 
vindicated,  upheld,  maintained,  that  the  coun- 
try might  derive  the  great  benefits  which  may 
flow  from  its  prudent  exercise.  If  it  has  not 
been  communicated  to  Congress,  then  all  claim 
to  it  should  be,  at  once,  surrendered.  It  was  a 
circumstance  of  peculiar  regret  to  him,  that 
one  more  competent  than  himself  had  not  risen 
to  support  the  course  which  the  legislative  de- 
partment had  heretofore  felt  itself  bound  to  pur- 
sue, on  this  great  question.  Of  all  the  trusts 
which  are  created  by  human  agency,  that  is  the 
highest,  most  solemn,  and  most  responsible, 
which  involves  the  exercise  of  political  power. 
Exerted  when  it  has  not  been  intrusted,  the 
public  functionary  is  guilty  of  usurpation.  And 
his  infidelity  to  the  public  good  is  not,  perhaps, 
less  culpable,  when  he  neglects  or  refuses  to  ex- 
ercise a  power  which  has  been  fairly  conveyed, 
to  promote  the  public  prosperity.  If  the  pow- 
er which  he  thus  forbears  to  exercise,  can  only 
be  exerted  by  him — if  no  other  public  function- 
ary can  employ  it,  and  the  public  good  requires 
its  exercise,  his  treachery  is  greatly  aggravated. 
It  is  only  in  those  cases  where  the  object  of  the 
investment  of  power  is  the  personal  ease  or  ag- 
grandizement of  the  public  agent,  that  his  for- 
bearance to  use  it  is  praiseworthy,  gracious,  or 
magnanimous. 

He  was  extremely  happy  to  find,  that,  on 
many  of  the  points  of  the  argument  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Baebotje,) 
there  was  entire  concurrence  between  them, 
widely  as  they  differed  in  their  ultimate  con- 
clusions. On  this  occasion  (as  on  all  others  on 
which  that  gentleman  obliged  the  House  with 
an  expression  of  his  opinions)  he  displayed  great 
ability  and  ingenuity;  and,  as  well  from  the 
matter  as  from  the  respectful  manner  of  his 
argument,  it  was  deserving  of  the  most  thor- 
ough consideration.  He  was  compelled  to  dif- 
fer from  that  gentleman  at  the  very  threshold. 
He  had  commenced  by  laying  down  as  a  gen- 
eral principle,  that,  in  the  distribution  of  powers 
among  our  Federal  and  State  governments,  those 
which  were  of  a  municipal  character  were  to  be 
considex-ed  as  appertaining  to  the  State  govern- 
ments, and  those  which  related  to  external 
affairs,  to  the  General  Government.  If  he  might 
be  allowed  to  throw  the  argument  of  the  gen- 
tleman into  the  form  of  a  syllogism,  (a  shape 
which  he  presumed  would  be  quite  agreeable 
to  him,)  it  amounted  to  this :  Municipal  powers 
belong  exclusively  to  the  State  governments: 
but  the  power  to  make  internal  improvements 
is  municipal ;  therefore  it  belongs  to  the  State 
governments  alone.  He  (Mr.  0.)  denied  both 
the  premises  and  the  conclusion.    If  the  gentle- 


man had  affirmed  that  certain  municipal  pow- 
ers, and  the  great  mass  of  them,  belong  to  the 
State  governments,  his  proposition  would  have 
been  incontrovertible.  But  if  he  had  so  quali- 
fied it,  it  would  not  have  assisted  the  gentleman 
at  all  in  his  conclusion.  But  surely  the  power 
of  taxation — the  power  to  regulate  the  value  of 
coin — the  power  to  establish  a  uniform  stand- 
ard of  weights  and  measures — to  establish  post- 
offices  and  post  roads — to  regulate  commerce 
among  the  several  States — that  in  relation  to 
the  judiciary,  besides  many  other  powers  indis- 
putably belonging  to  the  Federal  Government, 
are  strictly  municipal.  If,  as  he  understood  the 
gentleman  in  the  course  of  the  subsequent  part 
of  his  argument  to  admit,  some  municipal  pow- 
ers belong  to  the  one  system,  and  some  to  the 
other,  we  shall  derive  very  little  aid  from  the 
gentleman's  principle,  in  making  the  discrimi- 
nation between  the  two.  The  question  must 
ever  remain  open,  whether  any  given  poorer, 
and  of  course  that  in  question,  is  or  is  not 
delegated  to  this  Government  or  retained  by 
the  States. 

The  conclusion  of  the  gentleman  is,  that  all 
internal  improvements  belong  to  the  State  gov- 
ernments ;  that  they  are  of  a  limited  and  local 
character,  and  are  not  comprehended  within  the 
scope  of  the  federal  powers,  which  relate  to  ex- 
ternal or  general  objects.  That  many,  perhaps 
most  internal  improvements,  partake  of  the 
character  described  by  the  gentleman,  he,  Mr. 
C,  should  not  deny.  But  it  was  no  less  true 
that  there  were  others,  emphatically  national, 
which  neither  the  policy,  nor  the  power,  nor 
the  interest  of  any  State  would  induce  it  to  ac- 
complish, and  which  could  only  be  efi'eoted  by 
the  application  of  the  resources  of  the  nation. 
The  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi  would  furnish  a  striking  example. 
This  was  undeniably  a  great  and  important 
object.  The  report  of  a  highly  scientific  and 
intelligent  officer  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  (which - 
Mr.  C.  hoped  would  be  soon  taken  up  and  act- 
ed upon,)  had  shown  that  the  cost  of  any  prac- 
ticable improvement  in  the  navigation  of  that 
river,  in  the  present  state  of  the  inhabitants  of 
its  banks,  was  a  mere  trifle  in  comparison  to  the 
great  benefits  which  would  accrue  from  it.  He, 
Mr. '  CiAT,  believed  that  about  double  the 
amount  of  the  loss  of  a  single  steamboat  and 
cargo,  (the  Tennessee,)  would  effect  the  whole 
improvement  in  the  navigation  of  that  river, 
which  ought  to  be  at  this  time  attempted.  In 
this  great  object  twelve  States  and  two  Terri- 
tories were,  in  different  degrees,  interested. 
The  power  to  effect  the  improvement  of  that 
river  was  surely  not  municipal,  in  the  sense  in 
which  the  gentleman  used  the  term.  If  it 
were,  to  which  of  the  twelve  States  and  two 
Territories  concerned  did  it  belong?  It  was  a 
great  object,  which  could  only  be  effected  by  a 
Confederacy.  And  here  is  existing  that  Con- 
federacy, and  no  other  can  lawfully  exist;  for 
the  constitution  prohibits  the  States,  imme- 
diately interested,  from  entering  into  any  treaty 
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or  compact  with  each  other.  Other  examples 
might  be  given  to  show,  that,  if  even  the  pow- 
er existed,  the  inclination  to  exert  it  would  not 
he  felt,  to  effectuate  certain  improvements  em- 
inently calculated  to  promote  the  prosperity  of 
the  Union.  Neither  of  the  three  States,  nor  all 
of  them  united,  through  which  the  Cumberland 
road  passes,  would  ever  have  erected  that  road. 
Two  of  thera  would  have  thrown  in  every  im- 
pediment to  its  completion  in  their  power. 
Federative  in  its  character,  it  could  only  have 
been  executed  so  far  by  the  application  of 
federative  means.  Again:  the  contemplated 
canal  through  Kew  Jersey ;  that  to  connect  the 
waters  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware ;  that 
to  unite  the  Ohio  and  the  Potomac,  were  all 
objects  of  a  general  and  federative  nature,  in 
which  the  States,  through  which  they  might 
severally  pass,  could  not  be  expected  to  feel 
any  such  special  interest  as  would  lead  to  their 
execution.  Tending,  as  undoubtedly  they 
would  do,  to  promote  the  good  of  the  whole, 
the  power  and  the  treasure  of  the  whole  must 
be  applied  to  tlieir  execution,  if  they  are  ever 
consummated. 

Before  he  proceeded  to  comment  upon  those 
parts  of  the  constitution  which  appeared  to  him 
to  convey  the  power  in  question,  he  hoped  he 
should  be  allowed  to  disclaim,  for  his  part,  sev- 
eral sources  whence  others  had  deduced  the  au- 
thority. The  gentleman  from  Virginia  seemed 
to  think  it  remarkable  that  the  friends  of  the 
power  should  disagree  so  much  among  them- 
selves; and  to  draw  a  conclusion  against  its 
existence  from  the  fact  of  this  discrepancy. 
But  he  (Mr.  0.)  could  see  nothing  extraordinary 
in  this  diversity  of  views.  What  was  more 
common  than  for  different  men  to  contemplate 
the  same  subject  under  various  aspects  ?  Such 
was  the  nature  of  the  human  mind,  that  en- 
lightened men,  perfectly  upright  in  their  inten- 
tions, differed  in  their  opinions  on  almost  every 
topic  that  could  be  mentioned.  It  was  rather  a 
presumption  in  favor  of  the  cause  which  he  was 
humbly  maintaining,  that  the  same  result  should 
be  attained  by  so  many  various  modes  of  rea- 
soning. But,  if  contrariety  of  views  might  be 
pleaded  with  any  effect  against  the  advocates 
of  the  disputed  power,  it  equally  availed  itself 
against  their  opponents.  There  was,  for  exam- 
ple, not  a  very  exact  coincidence  in  opinion  be- 
tween the  President  of  the  United  States  and 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  The  President 
says,  (page  25  of  his  book,)  "  the  use  of  the  ex- 
isting road  by  the  stage,  mail-carrier,  or  post- 
boy, in  passing  over  it,  as  others  do,  is  all  that 
would  be  thought  of;  the  jurisdiction  and  soil 
remaining  to  the  State,  with  a  right  in  the 
State,  or  those  authorized  by  its  Legislature,  to 
change  the  road  at  pleasure."  Again,  page  2T, 
the  President  asks,  "  If  the  United  States  pos- 
sessed the  power  contended  for  under  this 
grant,  might  they  not,  in  adopting  the  roads  of 
the  individual  States,  for  the  carriage  of  the 
mail,  as  has  been  done,  assume  jurisdiction  over 
them,  and  preclude  a  right  to  interfere  with  or 


alter  them? "  They  both  agree  that  the  Gen- 
eral Government  does  not  possess  the  power. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  admits,  if  he  (Mr. 
0.)  understood  him  correctly,  that  the  designa- 
tion of  a  State  road  as  a  post-road,  so  far  with- 
drew it  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State,  that, 
it  could  not  be  afterwards  put  down  or  closed 
by  the  State;  and  in  this  ho  claims  for  the 
General  Government  more  power  than  the 
President  concedes  to  it.  The  President, ,  on 
the  contrary,  pronounces  that  "  the  absurdity 
of  such  a  pretension"  (that  is,  preventing,  by 
the  designation  of  a  post-road,  the  power  of  the 
State  from  altering  or  changing  it)  "must  be 
apparent  to  all  who  examine  it."  The  gentle- 
man thinks  that  the  designation  of  a  post  road 
withdraws  it  entirely,  so  fur  as  it  is  used  for 
that  purpose,  from  the  power  of  the  whole 
State ;  whilst  the  President  thinks  it  absurd  to 
assert  that  a  mere  county  coui-t  may  not  deftat 
the  execution  of  a  law  of  the  United  States. 
The  President  thinks  that  under  the  power  of 
appropriating  the  money  of  the  United  States, 
Congress  may  apply  it  to  any  object  of  internal 
improvement,  provided  it  does  not  assume  any 
territorial  jurisdiction ;  and,  in  this  respect,  he 
claims  for  the  General  Government  more  pow- 
er than  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  assigns  to 
it.  And  he  (Mr.  C.)  must  own  that  he  so  far 
coincided  with  the  gentleman  from  Virgmia. 
If  the  power  can  be  traced  to  no  more  legiti- 
mate source  than  to  that  of  appropriating  the 
public  treasure,  he  yielded  the  question. 

The  truth  is,  that  there  is  no  specific  grant  in 
the  constitution  of  the  power  of  appropriatipn ; 
nor  was  any  such  requisite.  It  is  a  resulting 
power.  The  constitution  vests  in  Congress  the 
power  of  taxation,  with  but  few  limitations,  to 
raise  a  public  revenue.  It  then  enumerates  the 
powers  of  Congress.  And  it  follows,  of  neces- 
sity, that  Congress  has  the  right  to  apply  the 
money  so  raised  to  the  execution  of  the  powers 
so  granted.  The  clause  which  concludes  the 
enumeration  of  the  granted  powers,  by  author- 
izing the  passage  of  all  laws  "necessary  and 
proper"  to  effectuate  them,  comprehends  the 
power  of  appropriation.  And  the  framers  of 
the  constitution  recognize  it  by  the  restriction 
that  no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treas- 
ury but  in  virtue  of  a  previous  appropriation  by 
law.  It  was  to  him  wonderful  how  the  Prea- 
dent  should  have  brought  his  mind  to  the  con- 
clusion that,  under  the  power  of  appropriation, 
thus  incidentally  existing,  a  right  could  be  set 
up,  in  its  nature  almost  without  limitation,  to 
employ  the  public  money.  He  combats  with 
great  success  and  much  ability,  any  deduction 
of  power  from  the  clause  relating  to  the  gen- 
eral welfare.  He  shows  that  the  effect  of  it 
would  be  to  overturn,  or  render  useless  and  nu- 
gatory, the  careful  enumeration  of  our  powers; 
and  that  it  would  convert  a  cautiously  limited 
Government  into  one  without  limitation.  The 
same  process  of  reasoning  by  which  his  mind 
was  brought  to  this  just  conclusion,  one  would 
have  thought,  should  have  warned  him  against 
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his  claiming,  under  the  power  of  appropriation, 
such  a  vast  ktitude  of  authority.  He  reasons 
strongly  against  the  power,  as  claimed  by  us, 
harmless,  and  beneficent,  and  limited  as  it  must 
be  admitted  to  be,  and  yet  he  sets  up  a  power 
boundless  in  its  extent,  unrestrained  to  the  ob- 
ject of  internal  improvements,  and  compre- 
hending the  whole  scope  of  human  affairs. 
For,  if  the  power  exists,  as  he  asserts  it,  what 
human  restraint  is  there  upon  it?  He  does, 
indeed,  say,  that  it  cannot  be  exerted  so  as  to 
interfere  with  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the 
States.  But  this  is  a  restriction  altogether 
gratuitous,  flowing  from  the  bounty  of  the 
President,  and  not  found  in  the  prescriptions 
of  the  constitution.  If  we  have  a  right,  in- 
definitely, to  apply  the  money  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  internal  improvemente,  or  to  any  other 
object,  what  is  to  prevent  the  application  of  it 
to  the  purchase  of  the  sovereignty  itself,  of  a 
State,  if  a  State  were  mean  enough  to  sell  its 
sovereignty;  to  the  purchase  of  kingdoms,  em- 
pires, the  globe  itself?  "With  an  almost  un- 
limited power  of  taxation,  ajid,  after  the  rev- 
enue is  raised,  with  a  right  to  apply  it  under 
no  other  limitations  than  those  which  the 
President's  caution  has  suggested,  he  could  not 
see  what  other  human  power  was  needed.  It 
had  been  said  by  Osesar  or  Bonaparte,  no  doubt 
thought  by  both,  that  with  soldiers  enough  they 
could  get  money  enough,  and  with  money 
enough  they  could  command  soldiers  enough. 
According  to  the  President's  interpretation  of 
the  constitution,  one  of  these  great  levers  of 
public  force  and  power  is  possessed  by  this 
Government.  The  President  seems  to  contem- 
plate, as  fraught  with  much  danger,  the  power, 
humbly  as  it  is  claimed,  to  effect  the  internal 
improvement  of  the  country.  And,  in  his  at- 
tempt to  overthrow  it,  sets  up  one  of  infinitely 
greater  magnitude.  The  quantum  of  power 
which  we  claim  over  the  subject  of  internal 
improvement  is,  it  is  true,  of  greater  amount 
and  force  than  that  which  results  from  the 
President's  view  of  the  constitution;  but  then 
it  is  limited  to  the  object  of  internal  improve- 
ments, whilst  the  power  set  up  by  the  Presi- 
dent has  no  such  limitation,  and  in  effect,  as 
Mr.  0.  conceived,  has  no  limitation  whatever, 
but  that  of  the  ability  of  the  people  to  bear 
taxation. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  there  be  any  part  of 
this  Union  more  likely  than  aU  others  to  be 
benefited  by  the  adoption  of  the  gentleman's 
principle,  regulating  the  public  expenditure,  it 
is  the  West.  There  is  a  perpetual  drain  from 
that  embarrassed  and  highly  distressed  portion 
of  our  country,  of  its  circulating  medium  to  the 
East.  There,  but  few  and  inconsiderable  ex- 
penditures of  the  public  money  take  place. 
There  we  have  none  of  those  public  works,  no 
magnificent  edifices,  forts,  armories,  arsenals, 
dockyards,  &c.,  which  more  or  less  are  to  be 
found  in  every  Atlantic  State.  In  at  least  seven 
States  beyond  the  Alleghany,  not  one  solitary 
public  work  of  this  Government  is  to  be  found. 


If,  by  one  of  those  awful  and  terrible  dispensa- 
tions of  Providence,  which  sometimes  occur, 
this  Government  should  be  xmhappily  annihi- 
lated, everywhere  on  the  seaboard  traces  of  its 
former  existence  would  be  found;  whilst  we 
should  not  have,  in  the  West,  a  single  monu- 
ment remaining  on  which  to  pour  out  our  affec- 
tions and  our  regrets.  Tet,  sir,  we  do  not 
complain.  No  portion  of  your  population  is 
more  loyal  to  the  Union,  than  the  hardy  free- 
men of  the  West.  Nothing  can  weaken  or 
eradicate  their  ardent  obsire  for  its  lasting  pres- 
ervation. None  are  more  prompt  to  vindicate 
the  interests  and  rights  of  the  nation  from  all 
foreign  aggression.  Need  I  remind  you  of  the 
glorious  scenes  in  which  they  participated,  du- 
ring the  late  war — a  war  in  which  they  had  no 
peculiar  or  direct  interest,  waged  for  no  com- 
merce, no  seamen  of  theirs?  But  it  was  enough 
for  them  that  it  was  a  war  demanded  by  the 
character  and  the  honor  of  the  nation.  They 
did  not  stop  to  calculate  its  cost  of  blood,  or 
of  treasure.  They  flew  to  arms ;  they  rushed 
down  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  with  all  the 
impetuosity  of  that  noble  river.  They  fought 
the  enemy.  They  found  him  at  the  beach. 
They  fought;  they  bled;  they  covered  them- 
selves and  their  country  with  immortal  glory. 
They  enthusiastically  shared  in  aU  the  trans- 
ports occasioned  by  our  victories,  whether  won 
on  the  ocean  or  on  the  land.  They  felt,  with 
the  keenest  distress,  whatever  disaster  befell  us. 
No,  sir,  I  repeat  it,  neglect,  injury  itself,  cannot 
alienate  the  affections  of  the  West  from  this 
Government.  They  cling  to  it  as  to  their  best, 
their  greatest,  their  last  hope.  You  may  im- 
poverish them,  reduce  them  to  ruin,  by  the  mis- 
takes of  your  policy,  and  you  cannot  drive  them 
from  you.  They  do  not  complain  of  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money,  where  the  pub- 
lic exigencies  require  its  disbursement.  But,  I 
put  it  to  your  candor,  if  you  ought  not,  by  a 
generous  and  national  policy,  to  mitigate,  if  not 
prevent,  the  evils  resulting  from  the  perpetual 
transfer  of  the  circulating  medium  of  the  West 
to  the  East.  One  million  and  a  half  of  dollars 
annually  is  transferred  for  the  public  lands 
alone ;  and  almost  every  dollar  goes,  like  him 
who  goes  to  death — ^to  a  bourne  from  which  no 
traveller  returns.    In  ten  years  it  will  amount 

to  fifteen  millions ;  in  twenty  to ;  but  I 

will  not  pursue  the  appalling  results  of  arith- 
metic. Gentlemen  who  believe  that  these  vast 
sums  are  supplied  by  emigrants  from  the  East, 
labor  under  great  error.  There  was  a  time 
when  the  tide  of  emigration  from  the  East  bore 
along  with  it  the  means  to  effect  the  purchase 
of  the  public  domain.  But  that  tide  has,  in  a 
great  measure,  now  stopped.  And  as  popula- 
tion advances  farther  and  farther  West,  it  will 
entfrely  cease.  The  greatest  migrating  States 
in  the  Union,  at  this  time,  are  Kentucky  first, 
Ohio  next,  and  Tennessee.  The  emigrants  from 
those  States  carry  with  them,  to  the  States  and 
Territories  lying  beyond  them,  the  circulating 
medium,  which,  being  invested  in  the  purchase 
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of  the  public  land,  is  transmitted  to  tlio  points 
■where  the  wants  of  Government  require  it.  If 
this  debilitating  and  exhausting  process  were 
inevitable,  it  must  be  borne  with  manly  forti- 
tude. But  we  think  that  a  fit  exertion  of  the 
powers  of  this  Government  would  mitigate  the 
evil.  We  believe  that  the  Government  incon- 
testably  possesses  the  constitutional  power  to 
execute  such  internal  improvements  as  are  called 
for  by  the  good  of  the  whole.  And  we  appeal 
to  your  equity,  to  your  parental  regard,  to  your 
enlightened  policy,  to  perform  the  high  and 
beneficial  trust  thus  sacredly  reposed.  I  am 
sensible  of  the  delicacy  of  the  topic  to  which  I 
have  reluctantly  adverted,  in  consequence  of 
the  observations  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia.  And  I  hope  there  will  be 
no  misconception  of  my  motives  in  dwelling 
upon  it.  A  wise  and  considerate  Government 
should  anticipate  and  prevent,  rather  than  wait 
for  the  operation  of  causes  of  discontent. 

Let  me  ask,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  has  this 
Government  done  on  the  great  subject  of  In- 
ternal Improvements,  after  so  many  years  of  its 
existence,  and  with  such  an  inviting  field  be- 
fore it?  You  have  made  the  Cumberland  road 
only.  Gentlemen  appear  to  have  considered 
that  a  Western  road.  They  ought  to  recollect 
that  not  one  stone  has  yet  been  broken,  not  one 
spade  of  earth  has  been  yet  removed  in  any 
Western  State.  The  road  begins  in  Maryland 
and  it  terminates  at  Wheeling.  It  passes 
through  the  States  of  Maryland,  Pennsylvania, 
and  Virginia.  All  the  direct  benefit  of  the 
expenditure  of  the  public  money  on  that  road, 
has  accrued  to  those  three  States.  Not  one  cent 
in  any  Western  State.  And  yet  we  have  had 
to  beg,  entreat,  supplicate  you,  session  after 
session,  to  grant  the  necessary  appropriations 
to  complete  the  road.  I  have  myself  toiled 
until  my  powers  have  been  exhausted  and  pros- 
trated, to  prevail  on  you  to  make  the  grant. 
We  were  actuated  to  make  these  exertions  for 
the  sake  of  the  collateral  benefit  only  to  the 
West ;  that  we  might  have  a  way  by  which  we 
should  be  able  to  continue  and  maintain  an 
aflfeotionate  intercourse  with  our  friends  and 
brethren-t— that  we  might  have  a  way  to  reach 
the  Capitol  of  our  country,  and  to  bring  our  coun- 
cils, humble  as  they  may  be,  to  consult  and 
mingle  with  yours  in  the  advancement  of  the 
national  prosperity.  Yes,  sir,  the  Cumberland 
road  has  only  reached  the  margin  of  a  Western 
State ;  and,  from  some  indications  which  have 
been  given  during  this  session,  I  should  ap- 
prehend it  would  there  pause  for  ever,  if  my 
confidence  in  you  were  not  unbounded;  if  I 
had  not  before  witnessed  that  appeals  were 
never  unsuccessful  to  your  justice,  to  youi'  mag- 
nanimity, to  your  fraternal  affection. 

But,  sir,  the  bill  on  your  table  is  no  Western 
bill.  It  is  emphatically  a  national  bill,  com- 
prehending ail,  looking  to  the  interests  of  the 
whole.  The  people  of  the  West  never  thought 
of,  never  desired,  never  asked,  for  a  system  ex- 
clusively for  their  benefit.     The  system  con- 


templated by  this  bill  looks  to  great  national 
objects,  and  proposes  the  ultimate  application 
to  their  accomplishment  of  the  only  means  by 
which  they  can  be  effected,  the  means  of  the 
nation — means  which,  if  they  be  withheld  from 
such  objects,  the  Union,  I  do  most  solemnly 
believe,  of  these  now  happy  and  promising 
States,  may  at  some  distant  (I  trust  a  far,  far 
distant)  day,  be  endangered  and  shaken  at  its 
centre. 

When  Mr.  Clay  had  concluded — 

The  question  was  taken  on  striking  out  the 
enacting  clause  in  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the 
negative — ayes  74,  noes  109. 

Mi\  IIemphiix  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for 
appropriation  with  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand 
dollars,  which  was  carried — ayes  105. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
bill  with  the  amendment,  and,  on  the  question 
of  its  engrossment  for  a  third  reading,  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  called,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mee- 
OEE,  and  are  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander  of  Ten- 
nessee, Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allison,  Baylies,  J.  S. 
Barbour,  Bartlett,  Bartley,  Beeoher,  Blair,  Breek, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Buckner,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Car- 
ter, Cassedy,  Oondict,  Cook,  Crowninshield,  Cnah- 
man,  Cuthbert,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eddy,  Ellis,  Farrelly, 
Forsyth,  Forward,  Fuller,  Garrison,  Gazlay,  Govan, 
Gurley,  Harris,  Hayward,  HemphiU,  Henry,  Herki- 
mer, Holcombe,  Houston,  Ingham,  Isacks,  Johnson 
of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kent,  Kre- 
mer,  Lawrence,  Lee,  Letcher,  Little,  Livingston, 
McArthur,  McDuffie,  McKean,  McKee,  McKim,  Mo- 
Lane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Martindale,  Mar- 
vin, Matlaok,  Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Mitchell  of 
Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Ken- 
tucky, Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale,  Newton,  Owen, 
Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Pln- 
mer  of  Pennsylvania,  Poinsett,  Prince,  Eankin,  Rey- 
nolds, Rich,  Rogers,  Ross,  Saunders,  Sandford,  Scott, 
Sloane,  WiUiam  Smith,  Spence,  Standefer,  J.  Ste- 
phenson, Stewart,  Storrs,  Sti-ong,  Swan,  Test.  Thomp- 
son of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Trimble,  Udree,  Vance  of 
North  Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Vinton,  Warfield, 
Wayne,  Webster,  Whittlesey,  White,  Wickliffe,  James 
WUson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  and  Wright 
—114.  ^ 

Nats. — Messrs.  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen  of 
Massachusetts,  Archer,  Ball,  Barber  of  Connecticut, 
P.  P.  Barbour,  Bassett,  Bradley,  Buck,  Burleigh, 
Burton,  Cambreleug,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina, 
Cary,  Clajk,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Collins,  Conner,  Crafts, 
Craig,  Cnlpeper,  Day,  Dwinell,  Eaton,  Edwards  of 
North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote 
of  New  York,  Frost,  GatUn,  Gist,  Hall,  Harvey,  Hay- 
den,  Herrick,  Hohart,  Hogeboora,  Hooks,  Jenldns, 
Kidder,  Lathrop,  Leftwieh,  Lincohi,  Litchfield,  Liver- 
more,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  Mangum,  MaUary, 
Matson,  Morgan,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Ran- 
dolph, Reed,  Richards,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith, 
Alex.  Smyth,  Spaight,  Sterhng,  A.  Stevenson,  Stod- 
dard, Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tom- 
Imson,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
Caiohna,  Tyson,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Whip- 
ple, Whitman,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of 
North  Carolina,  WilsOn  of  South  Carolina,  Wood, 
and  Woods— 82. 
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To-morrow  was  then  assigned,  for  the  thii-d 
reading  of  the  hill. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  hill  as  it  pass- 
ed the  House : 
A  Bill  to  proom'e  the  necessary  surveys,  plans,  and 

estimates,  upon  the  subject  of  roads  and  canals. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.,  That  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  the  necessary 
surveys,  plans,  and  estimates,  to  be  made,  of  the 
routes  of  such  roads  and  canals  as  he  may  deem  of 
national  importance,  in  a  commercial  or  militaiy 
point  of  view,  or  necessary  for  the  transportation  of 
the  public  mail,  designating,  in  the  case  of  each  ca- 
nal, what  parts  may  be  made  capable  of  sloop  navi- 
gation; the  surveys,  plans,  and  estimates  for  each, 
when  completed,  to  be  laid  before  Congress. 

And  he  it  furtlier  enacted,  That,  to  carry  into  effect 
the  objects  of  this  act,  the  President  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  employ  two  or  more  skilful 
civil  engineers,  and  such  oiEcers  of  the  corps  of  en- 
gineers, or  who  may  be  detailed  to  do  duty  with  that 
corps,  as  he  may  think  proper ;  and  the  sum  of  thirty 
thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appro- 
priated, to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treas- 
ury, not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Thttesdat,  January  15. 
Monument  to  Washington. 

Mr.  Bttohanan  presented  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

JResohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire  in  what  manner  the  reso- 
lutions of  Congress,  passed  on  the  24:th  December, 
1799,  relative  to  the  erection  of  a  marble  monument 
in  the  Capitol,  at  the  City  of  Washington,  to  com- 
memorate the  great  events  of  the  military  and  politi- 
cal life  of  General  Washington,  may  be  best  accom- 
plished, and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  biU  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  BucHANAir  said,  the  House  would,  he 
trusted,  excuse  him  for  making  a  few  ohserva- 
tions  in  explanation  of  the  motives  which  had 
impelled  h^m  to  offer  the  resolution  now  under 
consideration.  On  the  24th  Decemher,  1799, 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  resolved, 
"  That  a  marhle  monument  he  erected  hy  the 
United  States,  in  the  Capitol  at  the  city  of 
Washington,  and  that  the  family  of  General 
Washington  he  requested  to  permit  his  hody  to 
he  deposited  under  it ; '  and  that  the  monument 
he  so  designed  as  to  commemorate  the  great 
events  of  his  military  and  political  life."  They 
also  resolved,  "  That  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  be  requested  to  direct  a  copy  of  these 
resolutions  to  he  transmitted  to  Mrs.  Washing- 
ton, assui-ing  her  of  the  profound  respect  Con- 
gress will  ever  bear  to  her  person  and  charac- 
ter ;  of  their  condolence  on  the  late  afflicting 
dispensations  of  Providence ;  and  entreating 
her  assent  to  the  interment  of  the  remains  of 
General  George  Washington  in  the  manner  ex- 
pressed in  the  first  resolution."  The  then  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  transmitted  these 
resolutions  to  Mrs.  Washington,  who,  on  the 
31st  December,  1799,  returned  an  answer,  which 
I  will  take  leave  to  read  to  the  House : 


Mount  Yeenon,  Dec.  31,  1799. 

Sir  :  While  I  feel  with  keenest  anguish,  the  late 
dispensation  of  Divine  Providence,  I  cannot  be  insen- 
sible to  the  mournful  tributes  of  respect  and  venera- 
tion which  are  paid  to  the  memory  of  my  dear  de- 
ceased husband ;  and,  as  his  best  semces  .and  most 
anxious  wishes  were  always  devoted  to  the  welfare 
and  happiness  of  his  country,  to  Itnow  that  they  were 
truly  appreciated,  and  gratefully  remembered,  affords 
no  inconsiderable  consolation. 

Taught  by  that  great  example  which  I  have  so 
long  had  before  me,  never  to  oppose  my  private  wishes 
to  the  public  will,  I  m&t  consent  to  the  request 
made  hy  Congress,  which  you  have  had  the  goodness 
to  transmit  to  me ;  and  in  doing  this  I  need  not,  I 
cannot  say  what  a  sacrifice  of  individual  feeling  I 
make  to  a  sense  of  public  duty. 

With   grateful    acknowledgments,    and  unfeigned 
thanks  for  the  personal  respect,  and  evidences  of  con- 
dolence, expressed  by  Congress,  and  yom-self, 
I  remain  very  respectfully. 

Sir,  yom-  most  obed't  humble  servant, 

MARTHA  WASHINGTON. 

During  the  same  session  of  Congress,  a  hiR 
passed  the  House  of  Representatives  for  erect- 
ing a  mausoleum  for  George  Washington  in  the 
city  of  Washington.  It  was  postponed  in  the 
Senate  until  the  next  session.  Several  attempts 
have  since  been  made  in  Congress  to  redeem 
the  plighted  faith  of  the  nation,  but  they  have 
all  proved  unavailing.  The  man  who  was  em- 
phatically first  in  war,  first  in  peace,  and  first 
in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen,  has  been  sleep- 
ing with  his  fathers  for  almost  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  and  his  mortal  remains  have  yet  been 
unhonored  by  that  people,  who,  with  justice, 
call  him  the  father  of  their  country. 

It  is  difficult  to  determine,  whether  this  neg- 
lect be  more  impolitic  or  ungrateful.  Every 
wise  nation  has  paid  honors  to  the  memory  of 
the  men  who  have  been  the  saviours  of  their 
country.  Sculpture  and  painting  have  vied 
with  each  other,  in  transmitting  their  images 
and  the  memory  of  their  deeds  to  the  remotest 
generations.  By  these  means,  the  holy  fire  of 
virtuous  emulation  has  been  kindled  in  the  bo- 
soms of  the  youth  of  succeeding  ages. 

Our  country  has  produced  a  General,  whose 
prudence  and  perseverance,  whose  courage  and 
military  skill,  conquered  our  independence, 
against  fearful  odds,  from  the  most  powerful 
nation  on  earth ;  and  what  is  still  more  wonder- 
ful, was  never  intoxicated  by  the  illusions  of 
military  glory.  Our  country  has  given  birth  to 
a  statesman,  who  was  chiefly  intrumental  in 
converting  the  chaos  of  the  old  Confederation 
into  the  most  perfect  fabric  of  human  wisdom 
— the  Federal  Constitution;  and  whose  con- 
duct, as  President  of  the  United  States,  was 
characterized  by  such  wisdom  and  virtue,  that, 
after  the  strictest  examination,  it  is  now  admit- 
ted to  be  the  most  proper  guide  to  direct  us  in 
the  path  which  leads  to  the  nation's  prosperity 
and  glory.  In  short,  our  country  has  produced 
a  Washihoton  ;  he  has  been  dead  for  four  and 
twenty  years,  and  we  have  erected  no  menu- 
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ment  on  which  to  record  his  virtues,  and  our 
gratitude. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  Congress,  hy  neglecting,  for 
80  long  a  period,  to  accomplish  the  object  of  the 
resolutions,  had  been  subjected  to  the  imputa- 
tion of  perfidy,  as  well  as  ingi-atitude.  We 
made  a  solemn  promise  to  the  widowed  partner 
of  Washington,  and  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  hy  a  legislative  act,  that  we  would  erect 
a  monument  to  his  memory.  That  distinguish- 
ed lady  has  long  slumbered  with  him  in  the 
grave,  and  this  pledge  has  never  yet  been  re- 
deemed. Although  his  mortal  remains  have, 
at  our  request,  and  by  her  consent,  become  the 
property  of  the  puhhc,  yet  they  still  lie  neg- 
lected. Indeed,  I  have  been  credibly  inform- 
ed, that  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  steal  them 
away  from  his  country,  which  had  almost  prov- 
ed successful. 

Do  we,  Mr.  Speaker,  consider  it  a  matter  of 
necessity.  In  all  respects,  to  preserve  the  public 
faith  inviolate  ?  And  shall  we  prove  faithless 
only  in  what  concerns  the  memory  of  Washing- 
ton ?  The  danger  of  the  precedent,  the  argu- 
ment so  often  repeated  in  this  House,  against 
the  adoption  of  measures,  wiU,  in  this  case,  be 
unavailing.  The  long  list  of  ages  which  pre- 
ceded the  birth  of  Washington,  had  never  pre- 
sented a  human  character  so  perfect ;  and  there 
is  but  a  bare  possibility  that  future  generations 
will  produce  his  equal. 

Mr.  B.  hoped  the  resolution  would  pass  unan- 
imously. 

Mr.  Oaet,  of  Georgia,  arose  and  said,  that, 
before  the  question  was  taken  on  the  resolution, 
he  would  ask  leave  to  occupy  the  attention  of 
the  House  for  a  few  moments,  while  he  gave  ex- 
pression to  what  he  believed  were  the  just  sen- 
timents and  feelings  of  an  American  on  the  sub- 
iect  it  contemplated.  The  resolution  directs  a 
committee  of  this  House  to  report,  by  bOl,  or 
otherwise,  on  the  propriety  of  erecting  a  monu- 
ment, or  mausoleum,  to  the  memory  of  Wash- 
ington. He  had  listened  with  attention  to  the 
ingenious  and  unimpassioned  address  of  the 
mover  of  the  resolution,  in  which  he  had  en- 
deavored to  prove  that  it  was  a  duty  of  justice 
and  of  gratitude  in  this  nation,  to  give  such  an 
expression  of  what  it  feels  itself  to  owe  to  the 
memory  of  its  illustrious  benefactor;  but  he 
dissented  from  that  honorable  gentleman  in  the 
opinion  he  had  expressed,  and  it  was  the  pur- 
pose of  his  present  addi-ess  to  vindicate  to  that 
gentleman  and  to  the  House  the  dissent  he  had 
now,  expressed ;  in  doing  this,  he  would  empty 
his  mind  of  the  sentiments  he  held  on  this  sub- 
ject. The  gentleman  had  very  truly  said  that 
it  had  long  been  the  practice  of  nations  to  ex- 
press their  veneration  for  the  memory  of  illus- 
trious men,  by  erecting  splendid  monuments 
over  their  ashes.  But,  he  would  ask,  in  what 
spirit,  and  at  what  period,  did  that  practice 
originate  ?  It  was  before  the  lights  of  reason 
had  penetrated  the  darkness  of  society,  and  the 
deposits  of  history  had  taught  mankind  the 
true  mode  of  commemorating  and  eternizing 


the  deeds  of  illnstrious  men ;  it  had  had  its  be- 
ginning in  successful  conquest,  when  some  mil- 
itary chieftain  first  plunged  his  sword  into  a 
nation's  bosom,  and  then  lavished  its  wealth  in 
monuments  to  perpetuate  his  name ;  it  was  a 
principle  of  vanity  which  had  given  existence 
to  the  practice.  We  were,  to  be  sure,  and  had 
long  been,  in  the  habit  of  going  for  precedents 
to  Greece  and  Borne,  and  that  classic  enthusiasm 
which  animates  every  scholar,  that  consecrated 
reverence  which  he  must  ever  feel -for  the  lar 
bors  and  achievements  of  departed  genius,  de- 
ludes our  judgment,  and  would  persuade  us  to 
bring  the  associations  derived  from  the  vener- 
able remains  of  ancient  sculpture,  to  times  of  a 
whoUy  different  character,  and  a  country  in 
wholly  different  circumstances.  The  Govern- 
ment of  this  Union  was  entirely  and  widely  dif- 
ferent from  those  of  the  old  world ;  it  had  a 
different  origin ;  it  was  a  phoenix-like  Govern- 
ment, which  sprung  from  the  ashes  of  all  the 
corruptions  of  those  which  had  preceded  it; 
and  as  the  Government  itself  was  new  among 
men,  those  who  had  achieved  its  establishment 
should  be  commemorated  in  a  new  style.  We 
need,  Mr.  Speaker,  (said  Mr.  0.,)  no  monuments 
to  teU  us  that  Washington  has  lived  ;  he  has  a 
monument,  he  wiU  continue  to  have  one,  in  the 
heart  of  every  American ;  such  a  monument  as 
none  before  him  ever  had ;  and  let  it  be  our 
peculiar  pride  to  enshrine  him  there  alone. 
Tes,  su',  we  will  keep  Washington's  monument 
in  our  bosoms.  We  will  commit  it  to  no  perish- 
able stone ;  his  name  shall  have  a  purer,  a  more 
enduring  memorial.  Sir,  my  heart  beats  as  ar- 
dently and  fires  as  high  as  that  of  any  of  my 
countrymen  on  this  subject;  but  I  would  erect 
no  tomb.  Suppose  we  build  one,  and  deter- 
mine its  place  to  be  here  in  this  Capitol,  yi'i&  it 
be  seen  by  the  nation  ?  No,  it  wiU  only  be 
visible  to  the  favored  few  who  are  drawn  to 
this  spot  by  their  public  functions,  who  visit  it 
on  a  jaunt  of  pleasure,  or  attend  it  on  concerns 
of  private  business.  But  Washington  has  a 
monument  already,  far  greater  than  you  can 
build ;  his  memorial  is  every  where ;  from  Maine 
to  Louisiana ;  from  the  ocean  to  the  mountains ; 
and  wherever,  in  their  widely-spreading  emi- 
grations, the  people  of  this  Coiifederacy  shall 
direct  their  steps,  Washingtqn  travels  with 
them,  and  they  will  continue  to  bear  on  his  liv- 
ing monument  till  they  have  fixed  it  on  the 
farthest  shores  of  our  continent. 

Mr.  Buchanan  observed,  in  reply,  that  when 
he  brought  forward  the  resolution  he  had  the 
honor  to  present  to  the  House,  he  did  not  sup- 
pose that  any  gentleman  would  feel  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  oppose  its  adoption.  He  differed  wholly 
from  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia. 
That  gentleman  maintained  that  it  was  not 
proper  for  a  Kepublic,  by  monumental  marble, 
to  excite  its  citizens  to  virtuous  deeds  by  pub- 
licly honoring  the  memory  of  those  who  had 
been  the  benefactors  of  their  country.  He,  on 
the  contrary,  thought  that  in  the  case  of  Ke- 
publics  there  was  in  the  practice  a  peculiar  and 
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special  propriety.  Such  monuments  had,  in  all 
ages  and  countries,  exerted  a  powerful  effect  in 
inciting  men  to  patriotic  virtue ;  our  Govern- 
ment rests,  its  very  foundations  are  laid,  on  that 
virtue ;  and  it  therefore  seemed  in  a  very  pecu- 
liar manner  adapted  to  the  circumstances  of  this 
Republic.  It  vras,  too,  a  practice  which  had 
been  already  sanctioned  by  the  example  of  some 
of  the  most  respectable  States  in  the  Union. 
But  it  was  now  too  late  to  talk  about  the  policy 
of  the  measure.  Is  not,  asked  Mr.  B.,  the  faith 
of  the  nation  pledged  ?  Has  not  the  measure 
been  publicly  resolved  upon  by  both  Houses  of 
Congress  ?  Has  it  not  received  the  sanction  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States?  Is  the 
country  to  promise  to-day,  and  violate  its  pro- 
mise to-morrow?  The  faith  of  the  Govern- 
ment, pledged  twenty-five  years  since,  to  the 
family  of  the  dece'ased,  and  to  the  American 
people,  has  never,  to  this  day,  been  redeemed. 
Shall  we  hold  all  our  contracts  inviolable  but 
this  ?  As  to  the  precedent,  that  qiiestion  has 
already  been  settled ;  the  pledge  has  been  given. 
And  were  gentlemen  alarmed  at  the  danger  of 
such  a  precedent?  They  might  calm  their  ap- 
prehensions ;  there  was  not  the  remotest  dan- 
ger of  such  another  case  recurring.  The  world, 
in  its  long  course  of  days,  had  never  beheld  such 
a  man  before ;  and,  in  aU  the  march  of  time, 
there  was  little  probability  of  the  world's  ever 
seeing  such  another ;  and  for  himself,  Mr.  B. 
said,  he  felt  so  deeply  the  obligation  to  redeem 
the  pledged  promise  of  thanation,  that,  though 
little  accustomed  to  make  such  requests,  he 
must  ask  that  the  yeas  and  nays  might  be  re- 
corded. 

Mr.  Teimble  said  that  he  did  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  pronouncing  "Washhigton's  eulo- 
gium ;  that  was  a  theme  to  which  none  was 
competent  but  the  equal  of 'WASHniGTOif;  and 
such  a  man  was  no  where  to  be  found.  But  he 
had  risen  to  disabuse  this  nation  from  the  charge 
of  ingratitude  to  the  memory  of  its  benefactor. 
On  what  proof  had  so  grievous  a  charge  been 
founded  ?  On  the  fact  that  no  national  monu- 
ment of  marble  had  yet  been  erected  to  his  me- 
mory to  inspire  us  (if  he  understood  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania)  with  sentiments  of 
public  virtue.  Our  patriotism  must  be  cold  in- 
aeed,  if  it  could  only  be  inspired  by  the  cold- 
ness of  a  marble  monument.  God  forbid  that 
he  should  advance  an  opinion  that  such  a  monu- 
ment ought  not  to  be  erected.  But  he  would 
ask,  if  it  had  been  erected  fifteen  or  twenty 
yesirs  ago,  and  fixed  within  the  walls  of  this  Cap- 
itol, where  would  it  have  been,  or  what  would 
have  become  of  it,  when  this  building  was  vprap- 
ped  in  flames  ?  It  would  have  fallen  into  the 
unhallowed  hand  of  a  barbarous  enemy,  who 
would  have  mutilated,  or  carried  it  off.  The  only 
charge  of  ingratitude  that  could  then  have  been 
urged,  would  have  been,  that  the  nation  neglected 
to  defend  the  Capitol;  that,  instead  of  fourteen 
thousand  retreating  from  a  handful  of  the  in- 
vaders, they  did  not  fight  tiU  only  fourteen 
were  left  alive.  When  ttey  had  done  this,  they 
Vol.  Vn.     " 
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might  erect  a  splendid  monument.  But  when 
the  Capitol,  that  is  now  going  on  in  building, 
shall  first  be  completed,  and  the  monument  it- 
self shaU  have  first  been  procured,  it  would  be 
time  enough  to  pass  resolutions  for  fixing  it  in 
the  Capitol.  In  the  meanwhile,  ■Washington 
has  a  monument  in  every  place  where  there  are 
Americans,  where  there  are  men ;  two  worlds 
had  joined  to  celebrate  his  actions ;  two  hem- 
ispheres were  filled  with  his  name  ;  and  the 
globe  itself  might  be  pronounced  his  best  and 
only  fit  mausoleum.  • 

The  resolution  was  then,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Gazlat,  of  Ohio,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
by  a  vote  of  97  to  GV. 


Monday,  January  19. 
The  Cheek  Came. 
The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Tayloe  in  the  Chair,  on  the  resolu- 
tion some  time  since  offered  by  Mr.  Wbestke, 
which  is  in  the  words  following : 

"  Hesolved,  That  provision  ought  to  he  made  by 
law  for  defraying  tibe,espense  Incident  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  Agent  or  Commissioner  to  Greece, 
whenever  the  President  shall  deem  it  expedient  to 
make  such  appointment." 

The  resolution  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Wkbstbe  rose,  and  said,  that  he  was 
afraid  that,  so  far  as  his  part  was  concerned, 
the  excited  expectations  of  the  public  mind,  on 
the  present  occasion,  would  be  disappointed.  It 
was  difficult  on  any  occasion  that  caQed  the  at- 
tention to  a  spot  on  the  globe  connected  with 
such  associations  and  recollections  as  Greece,  to 
avoid  some  degree  of  warmth  and  enthusiasm. 
Yet,  he  was  entirely  sensible  that,  in  gravely 
legislating  on  the  present  subject,  those  feelings 
must  be  chastised.  He  should  endeavor,  in 
what  he  had  to  offer  to  the  House,  to  repress 
such  feelings  as  far  as  it  was  practicable ;  yet, 
if  we  would  whoUy  escape  from  them,  we  must 
fly  beyond  the  limits  of  the  civUized  world ; 
we  must  go  beyond  the  limits  of  social  order,  the 
bounds  where  laws  and  knowledge  are  found ; 
nay,  we  must  leave  this  Hall,  before  we  can 
turn  away  from  the  memorials  of  ancient  Greece. 
What,  he  asked,  is  this  popular  assembly  ?  what 
this  free  discussion  of  public  measures?  what 
this  open,  unreserved  action  of  mind  upon 
mind?  what  that  popular  eloquence  which,  if 
it  were  now  present,  would,  on  such  a  theme, 
shake  this  HaU  to  its  centre  ?  what  are  these 
but  such  memorials  ?  This  magnificent  edifice, 
these  columns,  with  their  stately  proportions, 
this  fine  architecture  by  which  we  are  sur- 
rounded, what  are  these  but  so  many  witnesses 
of  what  Greece  once  was,  and  what  she  has 
taught  us  to  be?  Yet,  sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  I, have 
not  introduced  the  resolution,  now  on  your 
table,  with  any  view  towards  repaying  aught  of 
the  debt  which  we,  in  common  with  the  civiliz- 
ed world,  owe  to  that  land  of  science,  freedom, 
arts,  and  arms.    It  is  a  debt  that  never  can  be 
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paid.  Whatever  may  be  our  feelings  of  grati- 
tude for  these  gifts,  we  are  constrained  to  act 
with  a  view  alone  to  the  present  state  of  the 
world,  and  of  our  relations  to  it.  What  I  pro- 
pose, and  what  I  shall  say,  has  reference  to 
modern,  not  to  ancient  Greece — to  the  living, 
not  to  the  dead. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  it  is  a  vei7  easy  thing 
to  run  over  commonplaces  on  the  subject  of 
this  resolution ;  to  call  it  a  visionary  and  Quix- 
otic measure,  and  to  urge  the  good  old  maxim 
of  its  being  the  soundest  policy  for  each  one  to 
take  care  of  his  own  concerns.  That  maxim, 
sir,  is  very  true,  but  very  inapplicable  to  the 
present  occasion.  The  question  which  is  now 
to  be  discussed  is  the  American  question  in  re- 
lation to  this  affaic— What  is  it  best  for  us  to  do 
in  the  present  aspect  of  things  respecting 
Greece?  And  surely,  sir,  this  is  a  question 
that  comprehends  something  more  than  a  mere 
pecuniary  calculation.  Whenever  my  mind 
turns  to  that  question,  I  cannot  forget  the  age 
I  live  in,  as  well  as  the  peculiar  position  of  our 
own  country. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  Mr.  W.  said,  ttie  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  discharge  of  the  high 
duties  of  his  station,  deemed  it  incumbent  upon 
him  to  introduce  the  subject  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  National  Legislature;  and,  in  his 
oommimication,  he  had  expressed  an  opinion 
that  there  was  reason  to  hope  that  the  Greeks 
would  be  successful  in  the  present  struggle  with 
their  oppressors,  and  that  the  power  that  has 
so  long  crushed  them  had  lost  its  dominion  over 
them  forever.  The  same  communication  con- 
tained other  matters  of  great  importance,  in 
relation  to  a  rumored  combination  of  foreign 
Sovereigns  to  interfere  in  the  concerns  of  South 
America.  Under  these  circumstances,  said  Mr. 
W.,  I  thought  it  was  proper  and  becoming  that 
that  communication  should  receive  a  response 
from  this  House.  I  am  aware  that  the  practice 
of  a  general  answer  from  the  Legislature  to  the 
annual  Message  or  Speech  of  the  President,  has, 
for  more  than  twenty  years  past,  been  disused ; 
nor  do  I  complain  of  such  disuse ;  but  I  am  also 
of  opinion  that  the  practice  was  not  without  its 
positive  advantages.  It  is  my  conviction,  that, 
in  any  Government,  which  contains  a  popular 
branch,  it  is  the  duty  of  that  popular  portion 
of  the  Government  as  much  to  express  its 
opinions,  as  to  pass  the  necessary  laws.  I  in- 
troduce the  present  resolution,  under  this  con- 
viction, as  well  as  that  I  might  have  an  op- 
portunity to  give  my  vote,  directly,  on  one  of 
the  subjects  adverted  to  by  the  Executive;  and 
I  stiU  think  that  if  it  was  proper  in  the  Presi- 
dent to  advert  to  these  subjects,  it  is  equally 
proper  in  us  to  take  notice  of  what  he  has  ad- 
dressed to  us  respecting  them. 

Mr.  W.  said,  he  should  endeavor,  however, 
to  avoid  the  responsibility  of  any  effort  to 
change  the  policy  of  this  Government  towards 
foreign  nations.  He  approved  of  the  policy  at 
present  pursued;  he  was  satisfied,  in  this  re- 


spect, with  our  present  condition.  The  policy 
of  this  Government  is  peace,  for  peace  is  to  us 
the  greatest  source  of  national  increase  and 
aggrandizement.  The  most  sanguine  projector 
cannot  furnish  more  brilliant  or  exalted  pros- 
pects than  those  which  must  be  reahzed  by 
these  States  if  they  can  preserve  their  pacific 
relations  towards  the  rest  of  the  world.  Time, 
peace,  industry,  and  the  arts,  are  raising  this 
Government  by  a  certain  and  irresistible  pro- 
gress. It  is  our  true  policy,  Mr.  W.  said,  to 
grow,  not  to  acquire ;  we  are  to  attain  to  great- 
ness by  .internal  development,  not  by  external 
accretion — and  he  should  be  the  last  to  turn 
aside  the  wise  policy  of  the  country  from  its 
wonted  and  proper  channel.  But,  said  he,  that 
policy,  while  it  is  pacific,  should  at  the  same 
time  be  liberal ;  he  spoke  now  in  relation  to 
those  great  questions  which  are  at  this  hour 
agitating  Europe  and  the  world — questions 
which  are  concerned  wherever  a  nation  at- 
tempts to  obtain  its  freedom — the  question,  in 
a  word,  between  regulated  and  unregulated 
power.  Wherever  it  is  disputed,  whether  a  na- 
tion shall  or  shall  not  possess  a  constitution, 
our  side  of  that  question  ought  to  be  known  and 
declared ;  we  are  bound  to  bring,  in  aid  of  its 
decision,  that  moral  force  which  must  ever  re- 
side in  the  opinion  of  a  free  and  intelligent  na- 
tion. He  had  said  that  the  policy  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, was  a  pacific,  but  a  liberal  policy;  he 
should  endeavor  to  show  that  in  both  of  these 
characters  it  sanctioned  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution  now  on  the  table. 

The  age,  said  he,  is  a  peculiar  one — ^it  has  a 
marked  and  striking  character,  and  the  position 
and  circumstances  of  our  country  are  no  less 
so.  Had  we  enjoyed  the  option,  in  which 
period  of  the  world's  history,  as  thus  far  dis- 
closed, our  personal  lot  should  be  cast,  none  of 
ns,  surely,  would  wish  to  have  been  born  in 
any  other  time,  or  in  any  other  country.  There 
has  occurred  no  age  that  may  be  compared 
with  the  present,  whether  in  lie  interest  ex- 
cited by  what  now  is,  or  the  prospects  it  holds 
out  as  to  what  shall  be.  The  attitude  of  the 
United  States,  meanwhile,  is  solemn  and  im- 
pressive. Ours  is  now  the  great  Eepublic  of 
the  earth ;  its  free  itstitutions  are  matured  by 
the  experiment  of  half  a  century ;  nay,  as  a  free 
Government,  it  goes  farther  back — the  benefits 
of  a  free  constitution  have  virtually  been  en- 
joyed here  for  two  centuries.  As  a  free  Gov- 
ernment, as  the  freest  Government,  its  growth 
and  strength  compel  it,  willing  or  unwilling,  to 
stand  forth  to  the  contemplation  of  the  world. 
We  cannot  obscure  ourselves,  if  we  would;  a 
part  we  must  take,  honorable  or  dishonorable, 
in  all  that  is  done  in  the  civilized  world.  Now, 
it  will  not  be  denied,  that,  within  the  last  ten 
years,  there  has  been  agitated,  in  that  world,  a 
question  of  vast  moment — a  question  pregnant 
with  consequences  favorable  or  unfavorable  to 
the  prevalence,  nay,  to  the  very  existence,  of 
civil  liberty.  It  is  a  question  which  comes 
home  to  us.    It  calls  on  us  for  the  expression 
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of  our  opinion  on  the  great  question  now  be- 
fore us.  Assuredly,  if  there  is  any  general  tend- 
ency in  the  minds  and  affairs  of  men,  which 
may  be  said  to  characterize  the  present  age,  it 
is  the  tendency  to  limited  Governments.  The 
enlightened  part  of  mankind  have  very  dis- 
tinctly evinced  a  desire  to  take  a  share,  at  least, 
in  the  government  of  themselves.  The  men 
of  this  age  will  not  be  satisfied  even  with  kind 
masters.  They  have  shown,  (except  where 
force  has  been  interposed  to  crush  them,)  that 
they  will  not  be  content  without  a  participation 
in  the  Government.  This  is  so  strongly  marked 
a  feature  in  the  social  condition  of  this  age, 
that  it  can  have  escaped  the  observation  of 
none  to  whom  I  address  myself.  It  cannot  be 
denied  that  while  this  is  the  prevailing  spu-it, 
there  is  an  antagonist  principle  also  at  work. 
This,  sir,  said  Mr.  "W.,  is  a  state  of  things  in 
which  we,  as  a  nation,  have,  we  must  have,  an 
interest.  The  doctrines  advaniced  (and  which 
are  promptly  supported  by  a  great  force)  go  to 
prostrate  the  liberties  of  the  entire  civilized 
world,  whether  existing  under  an  absolute,  a 
monarchical,  or  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment. They  are  doctrines  which  have  been 
conceived  with  great  sagacity,  they  are  pur- 
sued with  unbroken  perseverance,  and  they 
bring  to  their  support  a  million  and  a  half  of 
bayonets. 

And  here,  said  Mr.  "W.,  let  me  not  be  mis- 
understood ;  I  am  not  about  to  declaim  against 
crowned  heads,  nor  enter  on  a  tirade  against 
other  forms  of  government,  but  I  ask  that  the 
declaration  of  the  Congress  of  European  Sove- 
reigns, which  is  promulgated  as  that  which 
is  to  form  a  part  of  the  public  law  of  civil- 
ized Europe,  may  be  subjected  to  a  close  ex- 
amination. 

The  entire  overthrow  of  the  late  French  Em- 
peror, left  the  European  world  in  a  state  of 
very  strong  excitement.  In  September,  1815, 
the  sovereigns,  who  had,  by  their  united  ex- 
ertions, succeeded  in  putting  down  the  French 
power,  entered  inio,  and  published  to  the  world, 
an  instrument  of  agreement,  which  has  since 
been  familiarly  known  by  the  title  of  the  "Holy 
Alliance."  This  paper,  which  appeared  imme- 
diately on  the  restoration  of  the  Bourbons,  had 
its  origin  with  the  Cabinet  of  Kussia.  Its  ap- 
pearance excited,  at  first,  but  little  comparative 
interest.  It  was  regarded  as  little  more  than  a 
devout  expression  of  gratitude  for  the  success 
which  had  attended  their  united  exertions  in 
bringing  the  long  war  of  Europe  to  a  conclu- 
sion. It  professed  to  be  nothing  more  than  a 
declaration,  that  the  sovereigns,  who  joined  in 
it,  would,  in  future,  conduct  their  respective 
Governments  on  principles  of  the  public  good, 
and  with  a  sacred  regard  to  the  Christian  re- 
ligion. Such  a  combination  was  certainly  novel. 
Nothing  like  it  had  ever  before  been  published 
by  kings.  Yet,  under  the  view  of  it  which  he 
had  just  expressed,  it  attracted  no  very  great 
share  of  attention.  On  the  face  of  it,  there 
seemed  nothing  to  object  to.      AU  that  was 


strange  about  the  transaction  was,  that  mon- 
archs,  who  professed  Christianity  and  civiliza- 
tion, should  stipulate  to  do  what,  without  any 
such  stipulation,  it  was  their  acknowledged 
duty  to  do;  the  contract  bound  them  to  noth- 
ing to  which  they  were  not  morally  bound  al- 
ready. "What  was  the  amount  of  the  contract? 
That  they  would  not  violate  Christianity,  nor 
disturb  the  peace  of  Europe.  At  best,  such  a 
contract  was  supererogatory.  It  was  remark- 
able, that  a  celebrata^  writer  on  treaties,  when 
defining  what  a  treaty  is,  supposed,  as  possible, 
such  a  case  as  has  occurred,  and  certainly  spoke 
very  disrespectfully  of  such  a  treaty  as  the 
Holy  Alliance  actually  was.  His  words  Mr. 
W.  quoted  as  follows : 

"  It  seems  useless  to  frame  any  pacts  or  leagues 
barely  for  the  defence  and  support  of  universal  peace, 
for,  by  such  a  league  nothing  is  superadded  to  the 
obligation  of  natural  law,  and  no  agreement  is  made 
for  the  performance  of  any  thing,  which  the  parties 
were  not  previously  bound  to  perform,  nor  is  the 
original  obligation  rendered  firmer  or  stronger  by 
such  an  addition.  Men  of  any  tolerable  culture  and 
civilization,  might  well  be  ashamed  of  entering  into 
any  such  compact,  the  conditions  of  which  imply  only 
that  the  parties  concerned  shall  not  offend  in  any 
clear  point  of  duty.  Beside,  we  should  be  guilty  of 
great  irreverence  towards  God,  should  we  "suppose 
that  his  injunctions  had  not  already  laid  a  sufficient 
obligation  upon  us  to  act  justly,  unless  we  ourselves 
voluntarily  consented  to  the  same  engagement ;  as 
if  our  obligatiou  to  obey  his  will,  depended  upon  our 
own  pleasure. 

"  If  one  engage  to  serve  another,  he  doth  not  set 
it  down  expressly  and  particularly  among  the  terms 
and  conditions  of  the  bargain,  that  he  will  not  be- 
tray nor  murder  him,  nor  pillage  nor  bum  his  house. 
For  the  same  reason,  that  would  be  a  dishonorable 
engagement,  in  which  men  should  bind  themselves 
to  act  properly  and  decently,  and  not  break  the 
peace." — Puffendorff. 

Such  were  the  sentiments  of  this  eminent 
writer.  How  nearly  he  had  anticipated  the 
case  of  the  Holy  Alliance,  Mr.  W.  said,  would 
appear  from  comparing  with  what  he  then 
wrote,  the  preamble  to  that  aUianoe,  which  Mr. 
W.  read,  in  the  following  words : 

"  In  the  name  of  the  most  Holy  and  Indivisible 
Trinity,  their  Majesties,  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  the 
King  of  Prussia,  and  the  Emperor  of  Eussia, — ^sol- 
emnly declare,  that  the  present  act  has  no  other 
object  than  to  publish,  in  the  face  of  the  whole  world, 
their  fixed  resolution,  both  in  the  administration  of 
their  respective  States,  and  in  their  political  relations 
with  every  other  Government,  to  take  for  their  sole 
guide  the  precepts  of  that  holy  religion,  namely,  the 
precepts  of  justice,  Christian  charity,  and  peace,  which, 
far  from  being  applicable  only  to  private  concerns, 
must  have  an  immediate  influence  on  the  councils  of 
princes,  and  guide  all  their  steps,  as  being  the  only 
means  of  consolidating  human  institutions,  and 
remedying  their  imperfections." 

.  This  measure,  Mr.  "W.  went  on  to  say,  was  no 
otherwise  important  than  that  it  was  the  first 
of  a  series,  and  that  it  was  followed  up  by 
measures  of  the  most  important  kind.     In  this 
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point  of  view,  it  was  worthy  of  the  most  mature 
consideration.  It  contained  two  principles, 
whicli  were  now  declared  to  form  a  part  of  the 
law  of  the  world,  the  enforcement  of  which 
was  threatened  by  a  million  and  a  half  of 
bayonets.  The  first  of  these  is,  that  all  con- 
stitutional rights  come  from  the  Grown.  "All 
useful  and  necessary  changes  (says  the  Laybach 
Circular,  of  May,  1831)  ought  only  to  emanate 
from  the  free  will  and  intelligent  conviction  of 
those  whom  God  has  rendered  responsible  for 
power."  This  principle,  Mr.  W.  said,  carried 
Europe  back  at  one  remove,  to  the  middle  of 
the  dark  ages.  This  was  the  form  under 
which  our  sturdy  ancestors  obtained  Magna 
Oharta,  which  was  given  as  a  concession  from 
the  sovereign.  But,  in  a  later  age,  in  the  revo- 
lution which  introduced  the  family  of  Orange, 
the  British  nation  had  grown  wiser — those 
things  which  at  Eunnymede  were  given  as 
grants  by  the  BUI  of  Eights,  were  afterwards 
formally  and  explicitly  demanded  and  insisted 
on,  as  rights  of  the  nation.  They  had  been  as- 
sented to  as  such,  and  on  this  basis  the  English 
constitution  rests  at  this  hour.  For  this  reason 
it  was,  that  Britain,  when  she  refused  to  unite 
in  the  principles  of  the  Holy  Alliance,  declared 
those  principles  to  be  subversive  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  English  constitution. 

What,  said  Mr.  W.,  is  the  nature  of  that  al- 
liance ?  Alliances  between  nations  for  the  pur- 
pose of  mutual  advantage  or  defence,  had  been 
often  heard  of,  but  an  alliance  such  as  that  at 
Laybach  had  never  dared  to  be  declared  to  the 
world.  Was  this  an  alliance  of  nation  with 
nation  ?  TSo,  Mr.  W.  said,  it  was  an  allianoe  of 
crowns  against  the  people ;  of  sovereigns  against 
their  own  subjects ;  it  was,  in  a  word,  the  union 
of  the  physici  force  of  all  Governments  against 
the  rights  of  the  people  in  all  countries.  •  What 
was  the  natural  tendency  of  such  an  alliance  ? 
It  was  to  put  an  end  to  all  nations,  as  such. 
Extend  the  principles  of  that  alliance,  and  the 
nations  are  no  more — there  are  only  kings. 
It  divided  society  horizontally,  (if  such  a  figure 
was  allowed  to  him,)  and  left  aU  the  sovereigns 
above,  and  all  the  people  below ;  it  set  up  the 
one  above  all  rule  or  restraint,  and  put  down 
the  other  to  be  trampled  beneath  their  feet. 
Not  satisfied  with  demanding  from  the  subject 
allegiance  to  his  own  master,  it  exacted  a 
double,  a  triple,  a  (juadruple,  and  he  believed, 
indeed,  a  quintuple  aUegianoe.  According  to 
its  principle,  all  people  owe  allegiance  to  all 
sovereigns.  What  must  be,  what  has  been,  the 
practical  operation  of  such  principles?  They 
lead,  necessarily,  to  mutual  distrust,  to  general 
discontent,  and  to  universal  war.  This  alli- 
ance Mr.  W.  said,  had  changed  the  leading 
policy  of  Europe.  It  had  made  it  criminal  for 
the  people  to  combine,  or  to  resist  the  wiU  of 
either  of  these  sovereigns.  If,  for  example,  a 
Spaniard  attempted  to  resist  the  Inquisition, 
he  offended  not  only  the  King  of  Spain,  but  he 
Binned  also  against  the  Emperor  of  Eussia. 
Or,  if  a  Greek  attempted  to  resist  the  Turkish 


soimetar,  he,  too,  ofiended  the  Emperor  of  Eus- 
sia. To  use  the  words  of  the  Verona  circular, 
such  a  man  "  throws  a  firebrand  into  the  midst 
of  the  Ottoman  Empire." 

At  the  Congress  of  Troppau,  said  Mr.  W.,  we 
find  the  second  of  the  doctrines  to  which  I 
before  alluded,  as  now  published  to  the  world, 
to  be  its  law.  The  Declaration  of  Troppau  says, 
"  The  powers  have  an  undoubted  right  to  tsJce 
a  hostile  attitude  in  regard  to  those  States  in 
which  an  overthrow  of  the  Government  may 
operate  as  an  example."  This  right,  between 
States  whose  juxtaposition  renders  them  mu- 
tually exposed  to  the  consequences  of  what 
takes  place  in  either,  is  a  part  of  what  is  called 
the  law  of  vicinage ;  and,  when  confined  to 
extreme  cases,  may,  to  a  certain  extent,  be  de- 
fended upon  principles  of  necessity,  and  na- 
tional defence  and  preservation.  On  this  prin- 
ciple, the  war  of  England  against  Prance,  when 
the  latter  was  in  a  state  of  revolution,  was 
undertaken,  and  this  is  the  ground  on  which  it 
was  defended  on  the  floor  of  Parliament.  But 
to  maintain  that  every  sovereign  in  Europe  may 
go  to  war  to  repress  an  example,  Mr.  W.  said 
was  monstrous  indeed !  What  was  to  be  the 
limit  to  such  a  principle,  or  to  the  practice 
growing  out  of  it  ?  If  this  principle  is  allowed, 
what,  said  Mr.  W.,  becomes  of  our  example? 
Why  are  we  not  as  legitimate  objects  for  the 
operation  of  the  principle  as  any  who  attempt 
to  set  a  republican  example  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Atlantic  ?  We  certainly  did  not  subscribe 
to  this  principle  in  the  days  of  the  Eevolution. 
We  did  think  that  when  oppressed  we  might 
lawfully  resist  oppression ;  and  I  trust  we  are 
not  so  sick  of  our  liberty  and  its  effects,  as  to  be 
unwilling,  by  our  example,  and  by  the  most 
public  expression  of  our  opinion,  to  recom- 
mend to  others  the  same  doctrine. 

Here,  then,  continued  Mr.  W.,  is  a  combinar 
tion  which  is  expressly  pledged  against  all  who 
set  such  an  example — a  manifesto  which  sets 
itself  against  the  whole  course  of  the  human 
intellect — against  the  character  of  the  age,  and 
which  would  bring  us  back  at  once  to  all  the 
oppression  of  the  feudal  system.  Here  is  doo- 
ti'Lue  which  no  writer,  no  diplomatist,  which 
even  no  courtier  ever  thought  of  advancing. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  it  is  a  flagrant  innovation  on 
the  principles  and  practice  of  the  whole  civilized 
world.  I  hope,  said  he,  I  shall  not  be  con- 
sidered as  exaggerating  the  case.  To  convince 
this  House  that  I  state  nothing  but  the  sober 
truth, — that  I  di-aw  no  inference  that  the  sov- 
ereigns themselves  have  not  drawn  before  me 
— permit  me  to  refer  to  an  occurrence  that  took 
place  at  the  Congress  of  Verona.  In  a  speech 
made  at  that  Congress  by  the  French  Minister, 
Chateaubriand,  he  declared  that,  in  a  personal 
conversation  with  the  Emperor  of  Eussia,  he 
had  heard  that  august  sovereign  utter  senti- 
ments which  appeared  to  him  so  precious,  that 
he  immediately  hastened  home,  and  wrote 
them  down,  while  they  were  yet  fresh  in  his 
recollection.    The  Emperor  declared — 
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"  That  there  can  no  longer  be  such  a  thing  as  an 
English,  French,  Russian,  Prussian,  or  Austrian  pol- 
icy ;  there  is  henceforth  hut  one  policy,  which,  for 
the  safety  of  all,  should  be  adopted  both  by  people 
and  kings.  It  was  for  me  first  to  show  myself 
convinced  of  the  principles  on  which  I  founded  the 
alliance.  An  occasion  oifered  itself — the  rising  in 
Greece.  Nothing,  certainly,  occurred  more  for  my 
interests,  for  the  interests  of  my  people — nothing 
more  acceptable  to  my  country,  than  a  religious 
war  with  Turkey ;  but  I  have  thought  I  perceived 
in  the  troubles  of  the  Morea  the  sign  of  revolution, 
and  I  have  held  back.  Providence  has  not  put 
under  my  command  800,000  soldiers  to  satisfy  my 
ambition,  but  to  protect  religion,  morality,  and  justice, 
and  to  secure  the  prevalence  of  those  principles  of 
order  on  which  human  society  rests.  It  may  well 
be  permitted  that  kings  should  have  public  alliances 
to  defend  themselves  against  secret  enemies." 

This- may  be  so;  but,  I  trust  in  God,  though 
there  should  be  no  French,  or  Russian,  or  Prus- 
sian, or  Austrian,  or  English  policy,  (though 
this  latter  I  never  will  believe,)  there  vrill  at 
least  be  an  American  policy.  The  end  and 
scope  of  this  doctrine  is  neither  more  nor  less 
than  this :  to  interfere,  by  force,  for  any  Gov- 
ernment against  any  people  who  resist  it.  The 
times  of  the  Stuarts  have  come  back  again,  and 
with  increased  demands  of  power.  Be  the  state 
of  a  people  what  it  may,  they  shall  not  rise- 
be  the  Government  what  it  will,  it  shall  in  no 
case  be  resisted.  And  this  has  been  carried 
out,  too.  Look  at  Spain — ^look  at  Greece.  If 
a  man  may  not  resist,  either  the  Spanish  In- 
quisition or  the  Turkish  scimeiar,  what,  in 
God's  name,  may  he  resist?  Stronger  cases 
can  never  arise.  This  alliance  laughs  at  the 
doctrine  of  your  Blackstones,  and  all  others 
who  maintain  that,  in  extreme  cases,  resort  is 
to  be  had  to  first  principles  and  natural  rights. 
Are  we  prepared  to  part  with  that  doctrine  ? 
The  doctrine  is  advanced — it  is  supported  with 
an  immense  force.  The  timid  shrink  and  suc- 
cumb. If  it  is  not  resisted  here,  and  in  one 
other  spot,  it  will  be  resisted  nowhere.  If 
there  is  no  vigor  in  the  Saxon  race  to  with- 
stand it,  there  is  none  to  be  looked  for  else- 
where. Is  it  not  time  to  step  forth,  and  at 
least  declare  that  we  condemn  and  deny  such 
monstr'ous  opinions  ?  How  can  reformation  of 
Government  ever  begin  but  with  the  people  ? 
The  radical  defect  of  this  system  is,  that  it  di- 
vides civilization — ^it  would  allow  it  to  go  on  in 
aU  other  matters,  but  not  in  principles  of  Gov- 
ernment and  civil  liberty.  But  human  knowl- 
edge is  all  connected — that  knowledge  is  fast 
spreading — the  great  mass  of  society  which 
holds,  and  ever  must  hold,  the  physical,  is  fast 
obtaining  the  intellectual  power  of  society. 
The  harmony  which  has  ever  prevailed,  either 
in  Europe  or  America,  has  rested  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  mutual  independence  of  nations. 
There  have,  indeed,  been  some  instances  of  the 
violation  of  this  principle,  as  in  the  case  of  Po- 
land ;  but  on  the  great  scale  nations  have 
hitherto  been  viewed  as  independent  sovereign- 
ties— civilization  and  Christianity  have  united 


to  establish  among  them  international  law,  and 
from  this  blended  influence  has  sprung  that  de- 
lightful spectacle,  so  truly  described  by  a  poet, 
the  unseen,  but  not  unfelt  influence  of  law : 
"  And  sovereign  Xaw,  the  world's  collected  will, 
O'er  thrones  and  globes  elate, 
Sits  Empress — crowning  good,  repressing  ill : 

Smit  by  her  sacred  frown, 
The  fiend.  Discretion,  like  a  vapor,  sinks. 

And  e'en  the  all-dazzling  Crown 
Hides  his  faint  rays,  and  at  her  bidding  shrinks." 

Take  this  away,  aife  there  is  nothing  left  but 
the  sword.  The  law  of  nations  declares  that 
all  States  are  equal — these  papers  deny  it.  The 
law  of  nations  maintains  that,  in  extreme  cases, 
resistance  is  lawful — these  papers  deny  it.  The 
law  of  nations  proclaims  that  one  nation  has  no 
right  to  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  another — 
these  papers  deny  it. 

But  now,  it  may  be  asked,  what  is  all  that 
to  us  ?  The  question  is  easUy  answered.  We 
are  one  of  the  nations.  Our  system  of  Govern- 
ment is,  throughout,  utterly  hostile  to  that  sys- 
tem, and  if  we  are  safe  from  its  effects,  we  may 
thank  our  situation  or  our  courage.  The  age 
we  live  in,  and  our  own  active  character,  have 
connected  us  with  all  the  nations  of  the  world, 
and  we,  as  a  nation,  have  precisely  the  same 
interest  in  international  law  as  a  pi'ivate  indi- 
vidual has  in  the  laws  of  his  country. 

But,  apart  from  the  soundness  of  the  policy, 
on  general  principles  there  is  a  ground  of  duty 
in  this  matter.  What  do  we  not,  as  a  people, 
owe  to  the  principle  of  lawful  resistance  ?  to 
the  principle  that  society  shall  govern  itself? 
These  principles  have  raised  us  to  a  state  of 
prosperity,  in  which  our  course  is  rapid  and 
irresistible.  We  are  borne  on  as  by  a  mighty 
current,  and  if  we  would  stop  long  enough  to 
take  an  observation,  that  we  may  measure  our 
national  course,  before  we  can  effect  it,  we  find 
we  have  already  moved  a  vast  distance  from 
the  point  at  which  it  was  commenced.  This 
course  we  cannot  check ;  it  is  the  course  of 
things,  and  it  wiU  go  on.  Shall  we  not,  thus  _ 
situated,  give  to  others  who  are  struggling  for  * 
these  very  principles,  the  cheering  aid  of  our 
example  and  opinion  ? 

But,  whatever  we  do  in  this  matter,  it  be- 
hooves us  to  do  on  principle.  If,  on  the  subject 
of  the  rumored  combination  against  South. 
America,  we  take  any  stand,  it  must  be  on 
principle  that  that  stand  is  taken.  The  near 
approach,  or  the  remote  distance,  of  danger, 
may  change  policy,  but  cannot  touch  principle ; 
and  the  same  reasons  of  an  abstract  kind,  that 
would  lead  us  to  protest  in  the  case  of  the 
whole  Southern  Continent,  bind  us  to  protest 
in  the  case  of  the  smallest  Republic  in  Italy. 

A  second  question,  however,  may  here  be 
asked.  What  can  we  do  ?  This  thunder  is  at 
a  distance — ^the  wide  Atlantic  rolls  between — 
we  are  safe:  would  you  have  us  go  to  war? 
Would  you  have  us  send  armies  into  Europe  ? 
ITo :  I  would  not.  But  this  reasoning  mistakes 
the    age.     Formerly,  indeed,  there   was   no 
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making  an  impression  on  a  nation  but  by  bayo- 
nets, and  subsidies,  by  fleets  and  armies :  but 
the  age  has  undergone  a  cliange:  there  is  a 
force  in  public  opinion  which,  in  the  long  run, 
•  will  outweigh  all  the  physical  force  that  can  be 
brought  to  oppose  it.  Until  public  opinion  is 
subdued,  the  greatest  enemy  of  tyranny  is  not 
yet  dead.  What  is  the  soul,  the  informing 
spirit  of  our  institutions,  of  our  entire  system 
of  government?  Public  opinion.  While  this 
acts  with  intensity,  and  moves  in  the  right 
direction,  the  country  must  ever  be  safe — let  us 
direct  the  force,  the  vast  moral  force  of  this 
engine,  to  the  aid  of  others.  Public  opinion  is 
the  great  enemy  of  the  Holy  Alliance.  It  may 
be  said  that  public  opinion  did  not  succeed  in 
Spain.  Public  opinion  was  never  thoroughly 
changed  there ;  but  does  any  man  suppose  that 
Spain  is  not  at  this  day  nearer,  not  merely  in 
point  of  time,  but  intellectually  and  politically, 
nearer  to  freedom  than  she  was  last  spring? 
True,  indeed,  the  Bourbon  power  did  make  an 
almost  unresisted  march  from  the  Pyrenees  to 
Cadiz,  but  is  Europe  satisfied?  Public  opinion 
Is  neither  conciliated  nor  destroyed — like  Mil- 
ton's angels,  it  is  vital  in  every  part — and  this 
followed  back  the  Conqueror  as  he  returned, 
and  held  Europe  in  indignant  silence.  Let  us, 
then,  speak:  let  us  speak  well  of  what  has 
done  well  for  us.  We  shall  have  the  thinking 
world  all  with  us — and,  be  it  remembered,  it 
was  a  thinking  community  that  achieved  our 
Eevolution  before  a  battle  had  been  fought. 

I  shall  not  detain  this  committee  by  laying 
before  it  any  statistical,  geographical,  or  com- 
mercial account  of  Greece.  The  document  on 
your  table,  which  has  been  furnished  from  the 
Department  of  State,  in  some  measure  supplies 
these:  and  her  history  is  familiar  to  us  all. 
Within  the  last  thirty  or  forty  years,  the  con- 
dition of  that  country  has  imdergone  a  great 
improvement.  Her  marine  produces  the  best 
sailors  in  the  Mediterranean — better,  in  that  sea, 
than  even  our  own.  ■  Their  commerce,  before 
the  present  commotions,  had  begun  to  extend 
itself  to  France  and  Spain — Hobhouse  (our 
best  authority)  states  their  seamen  at  fifty  thou- 
sand ;  but  that  number  is  certainly  much  too 
large — they  have  one  hundred  and  fifty-three 
thousand  tons  of  shipping,  which  is  equal  to 
about  one-fifth  of  that  of  the  United  States. 
Their  population  in  European  Turkey  is  about 
five  millions,  and  in  Asia  Minor  about  two 
millions  more.  Their  moral  state  is  rapidly 
advancing  in  all  respects — the  literati  of  Europe 
conceived  a  strong  interest  in  their  behalf,  and 
sent  books  and  scholars  and  printing  presses 
into  Greece — many  of  the  works  of  modem 
Europe  have  been  translated  into  their  language, 
and  they  have  produced  many  works  entirely 
original.  This  people,  a  people  of  intelligence, 
ingenuity,  refinement,  spirit,  and  enterprise, 
have  been  for  centuries  under  the  most  atrocious, 
unparalleled  Tartarian  barbarism  that  ever  op- 
pressed the  human  race.  This  House  is  unable 
to  estimate  duly,  it  is  unable  even  to  conceive  or  1 


comprehend  it.    It  must  be  remembered  that  the 
character  of  the  force  which  has  so  long  domi- 
neered over  them  is  purely  military.    It'  has 
been  as  truly  as  beautifully  said,  that  "the 
Turk  has  now  been  encamped  in  Europe  for 
four  centuries."    Yes,  sir — it  is  nothing  else 
than  an  encampment.     They  came  in  by  the 
sword,  and  they  govern  by  the  sword.    They 
hold  the  captive  Greeks  to  be  their  property— 
and  when  a  wretched  Greek  has  yielded  up  his 
year's  earnings  to  some  rapacious  exactor,  it 
has  truly  been  said  that  he  "  pays  his  ransom 
to  live  another  year."    Despotic  power  is  there, 
if  the  phrase  may  be  allowed,  formed  into  a 
regular  system  of  anarchy.     The  power  dele- 
gated to  the  inferior  tyrant  is  as  absolute  within 
its  sphere,  as  the  power  of  the  Sultan  himself 
— and  hence,   there  is  scarcely  a, great  post 
under  the  whole  Government  whose  incumbent 
is  not  virtually,  often  actually,  at  war  with  the 
Porte.     Between  these  two  opposite  powers, 
both  despotic,  it  is  dangerous  to  take  sides,  and 
yet  sides  must  be  taken :  in  all  the  empire  there 
is  no  property,  no  security.     The  weU-known 
and  undisguised  sale  of  all  oflBces,  is,  of  itself,  a 
sufficient  index  of  the  state  of  society.    In  the 
whole  world  no  such  oppression  is  felt  as  that 
which  has  crushed  down  the  wretched  Greeks. 
In  India,  to  be  sure,  it  is  bad  enough  in  prin- 
ciple, but  m  the  actual  feeling  of  the  oppression 
it  is  not  to  be  compared.     There  the  oppressed 
natives  are  themselves  as  barbarous  as  their 
oppressors,  but  here  have  been  seven  millions 
of  civilized,  enlightened,  Christian  men,  tram- 
pled into  the  very  earth,  century  after  century, 
by  a  barbarous,  pillaging,  relentless  soldiery. 

Sir,  the  case  is  unique;  there  has  existed 
nothing  like  it,  before  or  since.  The  world 
has  no  such  misery  to  show.  Surely,  there  is 
no  case  in  which  we  could  point  to  the  civilized 
and  Christian  world  with  such  an  emphasis  of 
appeal.  What,  during  all  this  time,  has  been 
the  conduct  of  the  neighboring  nations — ^nations 
professedly  Christian?  It  has  been  a  disgrace 
to  Europe.  As  early  as  the  Congress  at  Lay- 
bach,  in  1821,  the  papers  of  that  council  spoke 
of  the  rising  of  this  oppressed  people  as  cul- 
pable, as  criminal.  And  this  charge  comes 
from  the  Emperor  of  Russia.  •  Certainly  he  did 
not  always  think  it  quite  so  criminal  in  Greece 
to  resist  the  Porte.  On  the  contrary,  is  it 
not  known  to  all  the  world  that  Kussia  ad- 
vanced a  claim  of  some  kind  against  the  Porte 
to  the  allegiance  of  Greece?  Did  not  Ivan  m. 
discard  the  banner  of  St.  George,  and  take  the 
double-headed  eagle  in  its  stead?  Did  not 
Peter  the  Great  secure  for  them  the  passage  of 
the  Dardanelles?  Did  he  not  adopt  the  far- 
famed  banner  of  Constantine — '■'■in  Tioe  sigm 
vmees  f "  Did  he  not  stamp  upon  Ms  coin 
"  Petetts  I.  Rtjsso-Ge^ooe.  Impeeatoe  ?  " 
From  1769  to  1774,  did  not  Russia  engage  in 
successive  campaigns  against  the  Porte,  and  did 
she  not  fill  Greece  with  her  armies  ?  Were  not 
the  Turks  compelled  to  admit,  by  treaty,  the 
independence  of  the  Czar  of  the  Crimea?    And 
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did  not  the  Empress  Catharine,  when  she  con- 
qnered  the  Crimea,  inscribe  over  the  gate  of 
Oherson,  "  the  eoad  to  Byzantiuh  ?  "  Strange, 
indeed,  after  all  this,  that  a  Greek  insurrection 
against  the  Tnrks  shonld  excite  the  indignation 
of  the  Emperor  of  Russia !  Yet,  what  says  the 
Congress  of  Verona,  held  no  longer  ago  than 
last  year?  It  denounces  "the  rash  and  cul- 
pable conduct  of  the  Greeks,  who  have  thrown 
a  firebrand  into  the  midst  of  the  Ottoman  Em- 
pire." If  they  did,  that  was  done  long  before 
they  did  it,  and  they  were  by  this  very  power 
encouraged  to  do  it.  Might  it  not  have  been 
expected  that  at  that  Congress  some  relenting 
of  compassion  would  have  been  felt  for  these 
sufifering  Greeks?  Nobody  doubts  the  power 
of  that  Congress  to  aid  them — one  word  would 
have  delivered  the  whole  nation.  If,  as  that 
•  alliance  professed,  they  took  Christianity  for 
their  guide,  what  must  be  said  of  their  aban- 
doning seven  mUlions  of  Christian  people  to  be 
trampled  upon  by  barbarians?  Nay,  at  their 
being  accused,  because  they  turned  upon  their 
oppressors,  of  "  throwing  a  firebrand  into  the 
midst  of  the  Ottoman  Empire  ? "  But  farther, 
sir:  in  1821,  Baron  Strogonof^  the  Russian 
Minister  at  Constantinople,  says,  in  a  public 
document,  that  the  most  unheard-of  enormities 
were  perpetrated  against  Greeks  who  had  no 
share  whatever  in  ttie  rebellion ;  and  that  the 
conduct  of  the  Porte  towards  these  people  was 
sufficient  to  furnish  good  grounds  for  all  Europe 
to  unite  on  the  subject.  This  was  in  1821. 
This  was  followed  by  that  indescribable  enor- 
mity, that  appalling  monument  of  barbarian 
cruelty,  the  destruction  of  Scio — a  scene  I  will 
not  attempt  to  describe — ^from  which  human 
nature  shrinks  shuddering  away — a  scene,  thank 
God,  without  a  parallel  in  all  the  history  of 
fallen  man ;  and  that  was  quickly  followed  by 
the  massacres  in  Cyprus.  All  these  things 
were  perfectly  known  wten  the  Congress  of 
Verona  accused  the  Greeks,  for  their  insurrec- 
tion, of  "throwing  a  firebrand  into  the  midst 
of  the  Ottoman  Empire !  " 

Now,  then,  I  repeat,  that  if  such  are  the  results 
of  the  system  of  modern  European  Sovereigns, 
it  is  a  system  which  demands  examination. 
That  this  was  a  fruit  of  that  system,  is  unde- 
niable. This  was  an  interference  against  the 
Greeks  in  favor  of  the  Turks ;  and  it  was  far 
greater  than  any  thing  I  propose  for  the  Greeks 
against  the  Turks.  Yes,  sir,  with  that  instru- 
ment in  their  hand.  Christian  Sovereigns,  there 
professing  to  take  the  Christian  religion  for 
their  guide,  have  advanced  to  check  a  Christian 
nation  in  resisting  the  bloodiest  cruelty  of  a 
horde  of  Mohammedan  Tartars. 

Such  has  been  the  conduct  pursued  towards 
this  people.  I  now  ask  the  indulgence  of  the 
House,  whUe  I  state  a  very  short  account  of 
their  late  revolution. 

The  situation  of  Greece  had  excited  the  sym- 
pathies of  Western  Europe  for  thirty  years  past. 
Societies  had  been  formed  in  Germany  to  im- 
prove the  condition  of  the  suffering  peoples- 


branches  of  those  societies  were  extended  into 
Greece — ^many  of  their  youth  were  carefully  in- 
structed in  literature — ^many  disbanded  officers 
from  the  European  armies  entered  into  the  Gre- 
cian service,  and  a  considerable  amelioration  of 
their  condition  with  respect  to  the  advantages 
of  education  began  to  be  effected.  In  1821,  the 
revolt  took  place  in  Moldavia  and  WaUachia, 
a  revolt  which  was  supposed  to  have  been 
fomented  by  Russia.  The  Emperor  brought 
down  a  large  force  upon  the  Pruth — a  Russian 
vessel,  being  suspeited  of  carrying  supplies  to 
the  insurgents,  was  stopped  as  she  passed  the 
Bosphorus— -and  a  rupture  seemed  immediately 
impending.  Russia  demanded  that  the  Turkish 
forces  should  be  withdrawn  from  those  two 
northern  provinces.  At  the  same  time  that 
YpsUanti  was  in  rebellion  in  the  north,  the 
Porte  had  to  cany  on  a  desperate  struggle  with 
Ali  Pacha  in  the  west.  And  another  war 
with  Persia  threatened  in  the  east.  Then  it 
was  that  the  Greek  revolution  burst  forth. 
They  soon  possessed  themselves  of  the  open 
country  of  the  Morea,  and  forced  the  Turks  to 
fly  for  refuge  into  the  cities.  Of  these,  Tri- 
politza  soon  fell  into  their  hands;  and  then 
they  began  to  contemplate  a  government. 
They  assembled  a  Congress,  (the  name  is  hal- 
lowed on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic — it  is  a  name 
dear  to  freedom,)  and  began  to  organize  a  sys- 
tem of  laws.  The  Annual  Register  asks  what 
right  they  had  to  denominate  this  a  Congress  ? 
The  answer  is  easy ;  the  same  right,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  we  had,  and  no  more.  With  our 
constitution  before  them,  they  proceeded  to 
copy  its  features  as  closely  as  tiieir  circum- 
stances would  permit.  In  that  year,  the  war 
with  Ali  Pacha  was  ended  by  treachery,  and 
the  breach  of  the  Turkish  promise.  The  affair 
was  settled,  too,  with  Russia,  and  it  now  was 
discovered  that  all  that  she  had  insisted  on  was, 
that  the  Turkish  forces  should  be  withdrawn 
from  Moldavia  and  Wallachia ;  the  very  meas- 
ure which,  of  all  others,  had  the  most  im- 
mediate tendency  to  overwhelm  the  Greek 
cause.  Thus  was  the  whole  force  of  the  Otto- 
man Empire  let  loose  at  once  upon  devoted 
Greece;  and  what,  sir,  was  the  result?  Where 
the  Ottoman  made  his  greatest  effort,  he  was 
met  and  foUed,  and,  in  six  weeks,  had  to  turn 
back  his  steps  from  the  Morea,  whither  his  foot 
has  never  since  trodden  to  this  day.  It  was  in 
this  year  that  the  island  of  Scio,  the  most 
favw'ed  island  in  the  Archipelago,  an  island  the 
peculiar  property  of  the  Sultana^  the  lightest 
taxed,  the  most  wealthy,  the  most  refined,  the 
most  literary  spot  in  all  Greece ;  where  were 
libraries,  such  as  few  States  in  this  Union  pos- 
sess, and  where  ease  and  elegance  had  their 
favorite  seat,  became  the  theatre  of  a  massacre 
such  as  is  not  to  be  paralleled  in  the  history  of 
the  world.  The  inhabitants  of  Samos,  jealous 
at  the  comparative  prosperity  of  this  island, 
landed,  drove  the  Turks  into  the  town,  and 
were  joined  by  some  of  the  country  people  of 
Scio.    The  Tii-Msh  fleet,  lately  reinforced  from 
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Egypt,  happened  to  be  ia  the  neighborhood — 
they  landed,  and  burnt  the  city,  and  when  the 
slaughter  and  burning  was  over,  out  of  140,000 
inhabitants,  nine  hundred  only  were  left  alive. 
40,000  women  and  children,  inhabitants  of  the 
island,  were  sold  at  Smyrna  into  perpetual 
slavery.  A  month  after — when  the  ashes  of 
the  burnt  city  were  cold — did  they  hang  thirty- 
five  Greeks  at  the  yard-arm,  and  slay  eighty- 
five  more  who  had  been  given  as  hostages  from 
the  town.  Ten  more  hostages  were  hanged  in 
Constantinople — 700  who  voluntarily  surren- 
dered, were  all  shot  down ;  800  others,  about 
whom  they  got  into  dispute,  were  murdered  in 
the  same  manner.  And,  sir,  on  the  wharves 
of  Boston  did  I  see  the  utensils  from  the  hearths 
of  that  polished,  refined,  and  literary  people, 
selling  for  old  copper.  Numbers  of  children, 
all  whose  relatives  had  been  slaughtered,  were 
picked  up  by  the  merchants  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, and  some  of  them  are  now  among  us. 
Sir,  these  things  were  as  well  known  at  the 
Congress  of  Laybach  as  they  are  on  this  floor 
— but  the  tale  did  not  move  a  muscle  of  those 
Allied  Sovereigns,  or  alter,  one  haii-'s  breadth, 
the  course  of  their  unfeeling  policy.  During  the 
present  year,  the  Persian  war  being  over,  Ali 
dead,  and  the  Enssians  gone,  the  whole  weight 
of  the  Turkish  force  has  again  and  again  been 
precipitated  on  the  struggling  Greeks — again 
and  again  it  has  been  triumphantly  resisted — 
and  it  is  only  this  morning,  sir,  that  I  received 
the  news  of  a  fresh  victory. 

They  now  hold  all  the  Morea,  Candia,  and 
the  islands,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two 
fortresses  stiU  in  the  possession  of  the  Turks — 
they  have  even  ventured  to  act  on  the  offensive. 
Their  marine  is  strengthened — their  blockades 
have  been  enforced — ^time,  experience,  and  the 
vicissitudes  of  their  momentous  struggle,  have 
consolidated  tlieir  force,  and  they  have  now  the 
advantage  and  blessing  of  a  regular  representa- 
tive Government.  Sir,  have  they  not  done 
much?  It  would  be  great  injustice  to  compare 
their  achievements  with  our  own — because  we 
began  our  struggle  already  possessed  of  govern- 
ment and  of  comparative  civil  freedom — we  had 
for  centuries  been  accustomed  to  govern  our- 
selves ; — ^but  these  poor  Greeks  had  scarce  any 
of  the  means  of  knowledge — they  were  without 
public  concei-t — without  experience,  without 
patronage,  surrounded  by  nations  that  cast 
every  discouragement  in  their  way;  yet  they 
have  now  had  a  free  government  for  two  years, 
and  their  soil  is  unprofaned  by  the  foot  of  an  in- 
vader. They  have  carried  on  the  struggle  for 
three  successive  campaigns,  against  hordes  of 
Tartar  troops  and  auxiliary  forces  from  the  Bar- 
bary  States — they  have  been  conjured,  by  their 
neighbors,  to  submit;  but  they  still  manfully 
hold  out.  Two  hundred  thousand  hav^  heroic- 
ally laid  down  their  lives — and  what  say  the 
rest  ?  "  Some  of  our  nation  are  yet  alive,  and 
we  will  all  perish  before  we  will  yield  up  again 
onr  country  to  the  oppressor." 

It  may  now  be  asked,  will  this  resolution  do 


them  any  good?  Yes,  it  will  do  them  much 
good.  It  wUl  give  them  courage  and  spirit, 
which  is  better  than  money.  It  will  assure 
them  of  the  public  sympathy,  and  will  inspire 
them  with  fresh  constancy.  It  wUl  teach  them 
that  they  are  not  forgotten  by  the  civilized 
world,  and  to  hope  one  day  to  occupy,  in  that 
world,  an  honorable  station. 

A  farther  question  remains.  Is  this  measure 
pacific  ?  It  has  no  other  character.  It  simply 
proposes  to  make  a  pecuniary  provision  for  a 
mission,  when  the  President  shall  deem  such 
mission  expedient.  It  is  a  mere  reciprocation 
to  the  sentiments  of  his  Message;  it  imposes 
upon  him  no  new  duty ;  it  gives  him  no  new 
power ;  it  does  not  hasten  or  urge  him  forward ; 
it  simply  provides,  in  an  open  and  avowed 
manner,  the  means  of  doing  what  would  else  be 
done  out  of  the  contingent  fund.  It  leaves  him 
at  the  most  perfect  liberty,  and  it  reposes  the 
whole  matter  in  his  sole  discretion.  He  might 
do  it  without  this  resolution,  as  he  did  in  the 
case  of  South  America,  but  it  merely  answers 
the  query  whether  on  so  great  and  interesting 
a  question  as  the  condition  of  the  Greeks,  this 
House  holds  no  opinion  which  is  worth  express- 
ing? But,  suppose  a  commissioner  is  sent,  the 
measure  is  pacific  still.  Where  is  the  breach  of 
neutrality  ?  where  a  just  cause  of  offence  ?  And 
besides,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  all  the  danger  in  this 
matter  on  one  side  ?  may  we  not  inquire,  whose 
fleets  cover  the  Archipelago  ?  may  we  not  ask 
what  would  be  the  result  to  our  trade  should 
Smyrna  be  blockaded  ?  A  commissioner  conld 
at  least  procure  for  us  what  we  do  not  now 
possess — that  is,  authentic  information  of  the 
true  state  of  things.  The  document  on  your 
table  exhibits  a  meagre  appearance  on  this 
point — what  does  it  contain?  Letters  of  Mr. 
Luriottis  and  paragraphs  from  a  French  paper. 
My  personal  opinion  is,  that  an  agent  ought 
immediately  to  be  eent;  but  the  resolution  I 
have  offered  by  no  means  goes  so  far. 

Do  gentlemen  fear  the  result  of  this  resolution 
in  embroiling  us  with  the  Porte?  Why,  sir, 
how  much  is  it  ahead  of  the  whole  nation,  or 
rather  let  me  ask  how  much  is  the  nation  ahead 
of  it  ?  Is  not  this  whole  people  already  in  a  state 
of  open  and  avowed  excitement  on  this  subject  ? 
Does  not  the  land  ring  from  side  to  side  with 
one  common  sentiment  of  sympathy  for  Greece, 
and  indignation  towards  her  oppressors  ?  Nay 
more,  sir,  are  we  not  giving  money  to  this  cause? 
More  still,  sir,  is  not  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
open  correspondence  with  the  President  of  the 
Greek  Committee  in  London  ?  The  nation  has 
gone  as  far  as  it  can  go,  short  of  an  official  act 
of  hostility.  This  resolution  adds  nothing 
beyond  what  is  already  done ;  nor  can  any  of 
the  European  Governments  take  offence  at  such 
a  measure.  But,  if  they  would,  shall  we  be 
withheld  from  an  honest  expression  of  liberal 
feelings  in  the  cause  of  freedom,  for  fear  of 
giving  umbrage  to  some  member  of  the  Holy 
Alliance  ?  We  are  not,  surely,  yet  prepared  to 
purchase  their  smiles  by  a  sacrifice  of  every 
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manly  principle.  Dare  any  Obristian  Prince 
even  ask  us  not  to  sympathize  ■with  a  Christian 
nation  struggling  against  Tartar  tyranny?  We 
do  not  interfere — ^we  break  no  engagements — 
we  violate  no  treaties — ^with  the  Porte  we  have 
none. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  are  some  things  which, 
to  be  well  done,  must  be  promptly  done.  If  we 
even  determine  to  do  the  thing  that  is  now 
proposed,  we  may  do  it  too  late.  Sir,  I  am  not 
one  of  those  who  are  for  withholding  aid  when 
it  is  most  urgently  needed,  and  when  the  stress 
is  past,  and  the  aid  no  longer  necessary,  over- 
whelming the  sufferer  with  caresses.  I  will 
not  stand  by  and  see  my  fellow  man  drowning 
without  stretching  out  a  hand  to  help  him,  till 
he  has  by  his  own  efforts  and  presence  of  mind 
reached  the  shore  in  safety,  and  then  encumber 
him  with  aid.  With  suffering  Greece,  now  is 
the  crisis  of  her  fate — ^her  great,  it  may  be,  her 
last  struggle.  Sir,  while  we  sit  here  deliberating, 
her  destiny  may  be  decided.  The  Greeks,  con- 
tending with  ruthless  oppressors,  turn  their 
eyes  to  us,  and  invoke  us  by  their  ancestors,  by 
their  slaughtered  wives  and  children,  by  their 
own  blood,  poured  out  like  water,  by  the  heca- 
tombs of  dead  they  have  heaped  up  as  it  were 
to  heaven ;  they  invoke,  they  implore  of  us 
some  cheering  sound,  some  look  of  sympathy, 
some  token  of  compassionate  regard.  They 
look  to  us  as  the  great  Republic  of  the  earth — 
and  they  ask  us  by  our  common  faith,  whether 
we  can  forget  that  they  are  struggling,  as  we 
once  struggled,  for  what  we  now  so  happily 
enjoy  ?  I  cannot  say,  sir,  that  they  will  succeed : 
that  rests  with  Heaven.  But  for  myself,  sir,  if 
I  should  to-morrow  hear  that  they  have  failed 
— that  their  last  phalanx  had  sunk  beneath  the 
Turkish  scimetar,  that  the  flames  of  their  last 
city  had  sunk  in  its  ashes,  and  that  naught  re- 
mained but  the  wide  melancholy  waste  where 
Greece  once  was,  I  should  still  reflect,  with  the 
most  heartfelt  satisfaction,  that  I  have  asked 
you,  in  the  name  of  seven  millions  of  fi-eemen, 
that  you  would  give  them  at  least  the  cheering 
of  one  friendly  voice. 
When  Mr.  Webstee  had  concluded — 
The  committee  rose,  and  reported  progress, 
and,  having  had  leave  to  sit  again,  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

TuBSDAT,  January  20. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  purchase  the 
seven  per  cent,  stock  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  year  1824,"  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

Marquis  de  Lafayette. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was»  referred,  reported  an  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution  respecting  the  Marquis 
de  Lafayette,  striking  out  the  preamble  and  all 
that  follows  the  word  "resolved,"  and  sub- 
stituting the  following : 


"  That  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  having  ex- 
pressed his  intention  to  visit  this  conntry,  the  Presi- 
dent be  requested  to  commnnicate  to  him  the  assur- 
ances of  grateful  and  affectionate  attachment  still 
cherished  towards  him  by  the  Government  and 
people  of  the  United  States. 

"  And  he  it  further  resolved,  That,  as  a  mark  of 
national  respect,  the  President  cause  to  be  held  in 
readiness  a  ship-of-the-lme,  and  invite  the  Marquis 
to  take  passage  therein,  whenever  his  disposition  to 
visit  this  country  be  signified." 

Mr.  LrvESTGSTON,  of  LShisiana,  rose  to  express 
the  hope,  he  might,  without  impropriety,  say 
the  conviction,  that  the  resolution  would  be 
adopted  unanimously  by  the  House.  Not  only 
were  the  merits  of  the  illustrious  man,  to  whom 
it  had  reference,  universally  known  in  these 
States,  but  they  had  been  uniformly,  repeated- 
ly, and  publicly  acknowledged.  The  history  of 
his  connections  with  the  United  States  was  per- 
sonally known  to  some  of  the  members  in  this 
House — ^it  was  known  to  all  who  had  read  the 
story  of  our  Revolution.  It  was  a  connection 
which  did  honor  to  both — to  the  country  that 
received,  and  to  the  individual  who  rendered 
them.  At  a  very  early  age,  when  pleasure 
presents  itself  in  the  most  captivating  and  seduc- 
tive form,  possessed  of  a  fortune  which  enabled 
him  to  comply  with  her  every  solicitation,  and 
of  a  rank  which  warranted  his  aspiring  to  the 
loftiest  heights  of  ambition  in  his  own  country 
he  possessed,  with  all  these,  sufBcient  energy 
of  character  to  shake  off  every  inducement  of 
pleasure,  of  wealth,  and  of  ambition,  and  to 
join  a  country,  in  which,  although  there  was 
much  to  gratify  an  honest. ambition,  there  was 
nothing  to  be  found  of  all  that  which  young 
men  of  his  rank  and  standing,  in  Eui'ope,  were 
wont  most  to  desire.  He  came  to  our  shores ; 
he  offered  his  services  to  our  Government; 
they  were  accepted,  and  he  immediately  re- 
ceived an  honorable  rank  and  a  conspicuous 
station.  One  of  my  earliest  recollections  is 
connected  with  the  period  of  his  ari-ival,  and 
one  of  the  most  pleasing  remembrances  of  my 
boyhood,  is  the  being  permitted,  in  company 
with  one  who  is  now  a  member  of  this  House, 
to  visit  him  at  his  headquarters,  in  occasional 
excursions  from  the  place  where  we  were  receiv- 
ing our  education.  I  afterwards  saw  him,  at 
the  head  of  two  thousand  men,  who  had  been 
clothed,  armed,  and  decorated  at  his  own  ex- 
pense, conciliating,  by  his  republican  manners, 
by  the  steadiness  of  his  discipline  and  the  con-  t 
descension  of  his  behavior,  the  devoted  affec- 
tion of  the  soldiery,  reconcOing,  by  the  winning 
kindness  of  his  addi-ess,  the  aged  man  to  submit 
himself  to  the  command  of  a  youth — the  hardy 
native  of  the  soil  to  receive  and  submit  to  the 
command  of  a  foreigner.  At  the  same  time, 
by  his  strict  obedience  to  authority,  he  won  the 
esteem  of  his  superiors  in  command.  But  the 
most  touching  part  of  this  lovely  spectacle,  was 
the  deference,  the  veneration,  the  devoted  at- 
tachment which  ever  marked  his  deportment 
towards  the  Father  of  our  Country.    But  it 
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was  not  merely  in  the  pomp  and  parade  of  a 
military  rank,  however  honorable,  that  Lafay- 
ette was  worthy  of  our  contemplation ;  he 
sought  effective  service,  he  sealed  his  attach- 
ment to  our  cause  with  his  blood  at  Brandy- 
wine,  and  in  that  great  catastrophe  which 
placed  in  our  hands  a  British  commander  and 
all  his  army  at  Yorktown,  he  occupied  a  strik- 
ing position  in  the  busy  and  interesting  scene. 
The  judgment  of  Washington  having  given  him 
command  of  the  American  forces  in  the  storm- 
ing of  a  redoubt,  while  the  French,  in  another 
column,  were  ordered  simultaneously  to  attack 
another,  Lafayette  obtained  the  palm,  having 
carried  his  redoubt  some  minutes  in  advance  of 
the  French  column.  But  his  services  to  the 
cause  of  these  States  were  not  merely  of  a  mili- 
tary character ;  he  served  us  equally  in  a  politi- 
cal as  in  a  commercial  point  of  view.  He  made 
frequent  visits  to  France,  and  he  used  them  for 
the  purpose  of  strengthening  our  connections 
with  that  country,  and  bringing  its  wealth  by 
commercial  operations  in  aid  of  our  exhausted 
resources.  He  has  a  farther  recommendation 
to  our  affection  and  respect,  as  the  friend  of 
temperate  and  regulated  liberty  in  his  own 
country.  From  the  first  moment  of  the  French 
revolution  he  was  the  decided  advocate  of  its 
general  principle,  and  he  was  the  advocate  of 
that  form  of  civil  liberty,  which  he  conceived 
best  adapted  to  the  circumstances  and  genius 
of  France,  a  limited  monarchy  accompanied 
vyith  a  deliberative  body.  He  once  thought 
that  he  had  attained  this  object,  but  the  ex- 
cesses which  followed  prostrated  all  his  fond 
hopes,  and  he  himself  falling  into  the  clutches 
of  despotic  power,  was  thrown  into  the  dun- 
geons of  Olmutz.  A  better  state  of  things 
afterwards  succeeded,  and  he  returned  to  his 
country,  where  he  had  the  immortal  honor  of 
putting  on  record  his  vote  (almost  a  solitary 
one)  against  the  enormous  grants  of  power  to 
the  late  ruler  of  France.  He  is  stiU  the  In- 
trepid friend  of  her  chartered  rights.  As  such, 
he  has  claims  on  the  respect  of  the  friends  of 
freedom  in  all  countries.  But,  here,  he  has  so 
many  claims  to  that  regard,  that  it  would  be  an 
imputation  on  the  American  character  to  sup- 
pose, that  the  measure  now  proposed  will  not 
meet  with  the  hearty  concurrence  of  every 
member  of  this  House; 

Mr.  Waeeield  said,  the  resolutions  now  under 
consideration,  which  were  originally  introduced 
by  his  friend  and  colleague,  had  his  entire  and 
most  cordial  approbation.  It  is  not,  said  Mr. 
W.,  my  purpose  on  this  occasion  to  recount  the 
signal  services  rendered  to  this  country,  when 
in  her  utmost  need,  by  the  great,  the  good,  the 
illustrious  Lafayette :  they  have  been  expa- 
tiated on  by  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana, 
(Mr.  Livinoston;)  they  are  in -the  distinct 
recollection  of  every  member  of  this  House ; 
they  are  indelibly  imprinted  on  every  Ameri- 
caii  heart ;  they  are  recorded ;  they  adorn  the 
faithful  page  of  history,  and  will  be  read  and 
admired  by  ages  yet  to  come.    My  only  object, 


said  Mr.  W.,  in  rising,  is  to  express  the  hope 
that  those  resolutions  will  receive  the  unani- 
mous approbation  of  this  body,  composed  of 
the  immediate  Representatives  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  adoption  of 
the  amendment,  it  passed  unanimously  in  the 
affirmative:  and  the  resolution,  as  amended, 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing. 

Deprecation  of  Ev/ropeam,  ComMnationg  to  Be- 
suhjugate  the  Independent  American  Statet 
of  Spanish  Origin. 

Mr.  Clay  offered  the  following,  which  he  de- 
sired to  lay  on  the  table  for  consideration : 

"  Resolved  hy  the  Seimte  and  Howe  of  Sepresetcta- 
tives  of  ihe  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress 
assembled,  That  the  people  of  these  States  would  not 
see,  without  serious  inquietude,  any  forcible  interposi- 
tion by  the  Allied  powers  of  Europe  in  behalf  of 
Spain,  to  reduce  to  their  former  subjection  those  parte 
of  the  continent  of  America  which  have  proclaimed 
and  established  for  themselves,  respectively,  independ- 
ent Governments,  and  which  have  been  solemnly  re- 
cognized by  the  United  States." 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  having  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution  recommend- 
ing an  appropriation  to  defray  the  expense  of  a 
mission  to  Greece, 

Mr.  Poinsett,  of  South  Carolina,  then  rose, 
and  addressed  the  House  as  follows : 

To  view  this  question  calmly  and  dispassion- 
ately as  a  statesman  ought  to  do,  requires  ns  to 
exercise  the  utmost  control  over  our  feeUngs. 

It  is  impossible  to  contemplate  the  contest  be- 
tween the  Greeks  and  the  Turks,  so  eloquently 
described  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
without  feeling  the  strongest  indignation  at  the 
barbarous  atrocities  committed  by  the  infidel  op- 
pressor, and  the  deepest  interest  in  the  cause  of 
a  brave  people  struggling  alone,  against  fearfnl 
odds,  to  shake  off  the  yoke  of  despotism. 

Our  sympathies  are  always  with  the  oppress- 
ed— our  feelings  are  always  engaged  in  the  cause 
of  liberty.  In  favor  of  Greece,  they  are  still 
more  strongly  excited  by  recollections,  which 
the  scholar  cherishes  with  delight,  and  which 
are  associated  in  our  minds  with  every  pure  and 
exalted  sentiment. 

The  descendants  of  that  illustrious  people,  to 
whom  we  owe  our  arts,  our  sciences,  and,  except 
our  religion,  every  thing  which  gives  a  charm 
to  life,  must  command  our  warmest  interest: 
but  the  Greeks  have  other  claims  to  our  sym- 
pathies. They  are  not  only  heirs  of  the  im- 
mortal fame  of  their  ancestors — they  are  the 
rivals  of  their  virtues.  In  their  heroic  struggle 
for  freedom,  they  have  exhibited  a  persevering 
courage,  a  spirit  of  enterprise,  and  a  contempt 
of  danger  and  of  suffering  worthy  the  best  days 
of  ancient  Greece.  The  enthusiasm  and  liberality 
manifested  in  their  cause,  by  our  fellow-citizens 
throughout  the  Union,  are,  in  the  highest  de^ee, 
honorable  to  their  feedings.     As  men,  we  must 
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applaud  their  generosity,  and  may  imitate  their 
example.  But  the  duty  of  a  statesman  is  a 
stern  duty.  As  Representatives  of  the  people, 
we  have  no  right  to  indulge  our  sympathies, 
however  noble,  or  to  give  way  to  our  feelings, 
however  generous.  We  are  to  regard  only  the 
policy  of  a  measure  submitted  to  our  considera- 
tion. Our  first,  and  most  important  duty,  is  to 
maintain  peace,  whenever  that  can  be  done 
consistently  with  the  honor  and  safety  of  the 
nation  ;  and  we  ought  to  be  slow  to  adopt  any 
measure  which  might  involve  us  in  a  war,  ex- 
cept where  those  great  interests  are  concerned. 
The  gentleman  disclaims  any  such  intention.  He 
does  not  believe  that  we  run  the  slightest  risk, 
by  adopting  the  resolution  on  your  table.  He 
considers  it  as  a  pacific  measure,  and  relies  en- 
tirely upon  the  discretion  of  the  President,  to 
accept  or  reject  our  recommendation,  as  the  in- 
terests of  the  country  may  require.  The  object 
of  passing  such  a  resolution  can  only  be  to  give 
an  impulse  to  the  Executive,  and  to  induce  him, 
by  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  this  House, 
to  send  a  commission  to  Greece.  I  have  as 
great  a  reliance  upon  the  discretion  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive as  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 
I  believe  that  he  would  resist  the  suggestion  of 
this  House  in  favor  of  any  measure,  if  he  thought 
the  public  interest  required  him  to  do  so.  But, 
unless  we  wish  and  expect  him  to  act  upon  our 
recommendation,  we  ought  not  to  throw  upon 
him,  alone,  the  responsibility  of  resisting  the 
strong  pubHo  feeling  which  has  been  excited  on 
this  subject.  The  question  for  us  to  consider 
appears  to  me  to  be,  whether,  if  the  power 
rested  with  us,  we  would  exercise  it  to  this  ex- 
tent. I  think  we  could  not  do  so,  without  in- 
curring some  risk  of  involving  the  country  in  a 
war  foreign  to  its  interests.  Let  us  suppose  that 
these  commissioners  were  to  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  Turks ;  an  event  by  no  means  impossible, 
in  the  present  state  of  Greece — what  would  be 
their  fate  ?  The  Porte  has  not  been  remarkable 
for  its  strict  observance  of  the  laws  of  nations, 
in  its  intercourse  with  the  powers  of  Europe ; 
and  it  is  not  probable,  that  such  a  court  would 
be  very  scrupulous  in  its  conduct  towards  a  na- 
tion whose  flag  it  has  never  acknowledged.  Or, 
let  us  imagine,  what  is  much  more  probable,  that 
on  the  rumor  of  our  having  taken  any  measure 
in  favor  of  Greece,  the  barbarous  and  infuriated 
Janissaries  at  Smyrna  were  to  assassinate  our 
Consul  and  fellow-citizens  residing  there;  might 
not  a  war  grow  out  of  such  acts  ?  The  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  said,  yesterday,  that 
we  had  already  taken  steps,  which  would  offend 
the  Ottoman  Porte  as  much  as  the  one  he  pro- 
posed. Money  has  been  freely  and  publicly 
contributed  in  aid  of  the  Greeks.  What  we 
have  done  in  that  respect  is  common  to  all 
Christian  Europe.  Large  sums  have  been  con- 
tributed tor  that  purpose  in  England,  in  Ger- 
many, and  even  in  Eussia.  He  said,  too,  that 
the  Executive,  in  the  Secretary's  letter  to  the 
agent  of  the  Greek  Government,  and  subse- 
quently in  his  Message  to  Congress,  has  used 


expressions  calculated  to  irritate  that  court  as 
much  as  if  we  were  to  send  a  commission  to 
Greece.  These  expressions  of  ardent  wishes  for 
the  success  of  the  Greeks  are  honorable  to  the 
Executive,  and  will  be  echoed  back  by  the  na- 
tion. They  may  be  so  by  this  House  with 
safety,  and  that  e!spression  of  our  interest  in 
their  welfare  and  success  would  have  all  the 
cheering  influence  the  gentleman  anticipates 
from  tlie  measure  he  proposes. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  in  the  consideration  of 
this  question  we  have  Been  misled  by  comparing 
this  revolution  with  that  of  Spanish  America. 
And  I  have  heard  it  argued  that,  as  we  sent 
commissioners  to  Buenos  Ayres  without  rous- 
ing the  jealousy  of  any  nation,  and  recognized 
the  independence  of  those  Governments  with- 
out exciting  the  hostility  of  Spain,  we  may  do 
the  same  in  relation  to  Greece,  without  ofi'end- 
ing  any  nation  in  Europe. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  rose  and  said,  that  this  was 
perhaps  one  of  the  finest  and  the  prettiest 
themes  for  declamation  ever  presented  to  a  de- 
liberative assembly.  But  it  appeared  to  him  in 
a  light  very  difierent  from  any  that  had  as  yet 
been  thrown  upon  it.  He  looked  at  the  meas- 
ure as  one  fraught  with  deep  and  deadly  danger 
to  the  best  interests  and  to  the  liberties  of  the 
American  people ;  and  so  satisfied  was  he  of 
this,  that  he  had  been  constrained  by  that  con- 
viction to  overcome  the  almost  insuperable  re- 
pugnance he  felt  to  throwing  himself  upon  the 
notice  of  the  House,  but  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
raise  his  voice  against  both  the  propositions. 
He  would  not  at  this  time  go  at  length  into  the 
subject ;  his  intention,  in  rising,  was  merely  to 
move  that  the  committee  rise,  and  that  both  of 
the  resolutions  might  be  printed.  He  wished 
to  have  some  time  to  think  of  this  business — 
to  deliberate,  before  we  took  this  leap  in  the 
dark  into  the  Archipelago,  or  the  Black  Sea,  or 
into  the  wide  mouth  of  the  La  Plata.  He  might 
be  permitted  to  add  one  or  two  other  views. 
He  knew,  he  said,  that  the  post  of  honor  was  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  the  post  of  toil  and 
of  difficulty  on  this  side ;  if,  mdeed,  anybody 
should  be  with  him  on  this  side.  It  was  a  dif- 
ficult and  an  invidious  task  to  stem  the  torrent 
of  public  sentiment  when  all  the  generous  feel- 
ings of  the  human  heart  were  appealed  to. 
But,  sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  I  was  delegated  to  this 
House  to  guai-d  the  interests  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  not  to  guard  the  rights  of  other 
people ;  and  if  it  was  doubted,  even  in  the  case 
of  England,  the  land  fertile  above  all  others 
(not  excepting  Greece  herself)  in  great  men — if 
it  was  doubtful  whether  her  interference  in  the 
politics  of  the  Continent,  though  separated  from 
it  only  by  a  narrow  frith,  were  either  for  her 
honor  or  advantage ;  if  the  effect  of  that  inter- 
ference has  been  a  monumental  debt,  that  para- 
lyzes the  arm  that  certainly  would  have  struck 
for  Spain,  can  it  be  for  us  to  seek  in  the  very 
bottom  of  the  Mediterranean  for  a  quarrel  vrith 
the  Ottoman  Porte?  And  this  while  we  have 
an  ocean  rolling  between  ?    While  we  are  in 
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that  sea  without  a  single  port  in  which  to  refit 
a  ship  ?  And  while  the  powers  of  Barbary  lie 
in  succession  in  our  path  ?  Shall  we  open  this 
Pandora's  box  of  political  evils !  It  has  been 
wisely  and  truly  said,  that  it  is  possible  the 
mere  rumor  of  our  interference  may  produce  at 
Constantinople,  or  at  Smyrna,  that  which  will 
drive  us  at  once  into  a  war.  We  all  know  the 
connection  that  subsists  between  the  Barbary 
States  and  what  we  may  denominate  the  Mother 
Power.  Are  we  prepared  for  a  war. with  these 
pirates?  (not  that  we  are  not  perfectly  com- 
petent to  such  a  war,  but)  does  it  suit  our  flnan- 
cies  ?  Does  it,  sir,  suit  our  magnificent  project 
of  roads  and  canals  ?  Does  it  suit  the  temper 
of  our  people  ?  Does  it  promote  their  interests  ? 
"Will  it  add  to  their  happiness  ?  Sir,  why  did 
we  remain  supine,  while  Piedmont  and  Naples 
were  crushed  by  Austria?  Why  did  we  stand 
aloofi  while  the  Spanish  peninsula  was  again 
reduced  under  legitimate  government  ?  If  we 
did  not  interfere  then,  why  now  ?  Sir,  I  refer 
you  to  the  memorable  attempted  interference  of 
that  greatest  of  statesmen,  when  he  was  in  the 
zenith  of  his  glory — when  all  his  dazzling  beams 
were  unshorn.  You  know  I  mean  Mr.  Pitt ; 
and  I  refer  you,  as  a  commentary  on  that  at- 
tempted interference,  to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Fox 
— a  speech  fraught  with  the  wisdom  of  a  real 
statesman.    [Here  Mr.  E.  paused.] 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  committee 
rose,  reported  progress,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlob,  the  reso- 
lutions were  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Thdksdat,  January  22. 
The  Oreeh  Cause. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Webstee's  resolution,  for  sending  an  agent  to 
Greece,  and  the  amendment  thereto  proposed 
by  Mr.  Poinsett,  which  proposes  to  limit  the 
resolve  to  the  expression  of  a  sentiment  de- 
cisively favorable  to  the  Greek  cause. 

Mr.  CuTHBEKT,  (who  had,  by  the  custom  of 
the  House,  the  right  to  the  floor,  having  last 
evening  moved  that  the  committee  rise,)  in  in- 
troducing his  remarks?,  observed  something  in 
relation  to  his  state  of  bodily  health,  which  we 
did  not  distinctly  hear ;  but  he  said  that,  even 
if  he  could  have  supposed  that  any  observations 
of  his  would  have  any  weight  with  the  House, 
he  had  the  less  reason  to  regret  his  state,  either 
of  body  or  mind,  after  the  eloquent  speech  de- 
livered by  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, (Mr.  Baetlett.)  He  believed  there 
were  few  gentlemen  present,  yesterday,  whose 
minds  had  not  received  a  strong  impression 
from  that  speech ;  he  felt  certain  that  it  had  a 
sensible  influence  on  the  opinion  of  this  House, 
and,  therefore,  (being  on  this  question  of  simi- 
lar opinions  to  that  gentleman,)  he  regretted 
the  less  any  disability  of  his  own. 

He  believed,  in  the  first  place,  that  it  would 


be  conceded  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side, 
that  this  was  a  measure  which  had  its  origin, 
principally,  in  feeling.  That  a  very  strong 
popular  excitement  did  exist  at  this  moment  on 
the  subject,  could  not  be  denied ;  and  how  far 
the  feelings  of  a  virtuous,  intelligent,  and  re- 
fiecting  people,  ought  to  influence  their  legis- 
lators, he  should  not  undertake  to  determine; 
he  did  not,  for  a  moment,  suppose  that  a  legis- 
lative body  was  the  only  assemblage  of  citizens 
who  were  competent  to  judge  and  determine  a 
question  of  this  kind.  But  there  was  a  wide 
and  important  distinction  between  assemblages 
of  the  people,  gathered  together  in  masses 
without  responsibility,  and  those  who  were 
bound  by  their  oflBce  and  their  oath  to  deliber- 
ate with  their  calmest  judgment,  and  whose 
decisions  were  to  be  followed  with  momentons 
consequences. 

The  people,  gathered  in  large  assemblies,  feel 
a  generous  pride  in  expressing  their  warmest 
feelings.  The  noble  glow  of  sympathy  catches 
from  heart  to  heart ;  the  feeling  rises  with  the 
numbers  who  partake  in  it,  till  each  man  feels 
his  bosom  swell  with  a  big  emotion,  the  result 
of  the  congregated  feeling.  But,  sir,  while 
such  meetings  are  held,  and  such  emotions  ex- 
perienced, do  the  people,  sir,  expect  that  you 
shall  be  governed,  in  solemn  acts  of  legislation, 
by  the  resolutions  they  pass?  Were  you  to 
yield  yourselves  to  such  a  governance,  you 
would  betray  the  confidence  reposed  in  yon. 
Not  that  you  have  more  wisdom  than  they, 
but  that  you  are  intrusted  with  the  administra- 
tion of  their  Government.  They  tell  you  that 
they  love  liberty — that  they  deplore  the  calam- 
ities and  sufferings  of  the  oppressed  Greeks— 
that  they  rejoice  and  exult  in  all  their  triumphs. 
Well,  sir,  what  is  the  conclusion?  This:  that 
if  sound  wisdom  shall  direct  you  to  engage  in 
any  active  measures  on  the  subject,  you  have 
an  ardent  and  an  energetic  people  to  back  you. 
Ought  yon  not  to  pause,  Mr.  Chairman,  before 
you  commit  such  a  people,  noble,  gallant,  gen- 
erous, now  enjoying  unprecedented  happiness, 
and  in  the  full  possession  of  all  the  blessings  of 
peace,  to  all  the  privations,  the  untried  horrors 
of  war  ?  To  judge  of  your  duty,  select  any  in- 
dividual who  has  been  a  member  of  one  of 
these  popular  meetings,  who  has  been  the  most 
enthusiastic  of  all  who  were  present,  and  who 
there  passed  resolutions,  couched  in  the  most 
glowing  language;  select  him  from  that  meet- 
mg,  (where  he  was  without  responsibility,) 
place  him  in  the  solitude  of  his  chamber,  teU 
him  he  must  now  act,  and  act  under  the  whole, 
responsibility  of  the  happiness  or  the  distress  of 
his  covmtry— passion  departs — he  begins  to 
pause,  and  to  reflect,  and  he  invokes,  not  pas- 
sion, but  wisdom,  for  his  guide.  It  is  thus  that 
these  very  people  expect  and  demand  of  you  to 
act. 

What  does  such  a  reflection  naturally  suggest 
to  us  ?  That  we  should  make  a  comparison  be- 
tween our  Government,  and  those  under  which 
this  very  nation  of  the  Greeks  once  lived. 
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Shall  I  be  told  that  it  is  but  the  declamation  of 
a  school-boy  to  talk  of  ancient  Greece  ?  I  an- 
swer, th.at  sentiment  is  ■worthy  only  of  those 
enslaved  conntries  -where  it  is  the  fashion,  be- 
cause it  is  the  interest  of  their  oppressors,  to 
oast  every  species  of  ridicule  and  sneer  upon 
republican  Governments.  Shall  we,  on  this  ac- 
count, deny  ourselves  the  solid  benefit  of  the 
experience  of  other  republics  ?  Those  who  live 
under  the  monarchical  Governments  of  Europe 
are  liable  to  be  misled  on  this  subject,  by  the 
cant  of  their  writers — from  the  humblest  jour- 
nal of  the  day,  to  the  largest  and  weightiest 
tome  that  engrosses  the  shelf  of  their  libraries, 
all  hold  one  language — a  regular  war  is  waged 
with  the  principles  of  free  government ;  if  we 
join  in  the  adoption  of  such  anti-republican 
sentiments,  we  aid  this  band  of  conspirators  in 
the  servile  design  of  degrading  and  debasing 
the  human  family.  No,  sir.  We  are  warrant- 
ed in  appealing  for  facts  to  aid  us  to  the  history 
of  Greece — ^it  is  our  duty  to  look-  carefully  at 
that  history.  And  what  do  we  find,  sir  ?  that  the 
Grecian  republics  had  aU  the  soul  and  fire  of 
liberty,  but  that  they  wanted  intelligence,  and 
a  regular  plan  in  its  enjoyment  and  its  preser- 
vation. Hence,  we  see  them  split  up  into  con- 
tending factions ;  and  so  bitter  were  their  mu- 
tual hatred  and  animosity,  and  so  fierce  the 
rage  of  their  contests,  that,  in  some  instances, 
whole  communities  were  destroyed,  wars  of 
annihilation  wei'e  carried  on  between  neighbor- 
ing States,  and  scenes  occurred  on  the  Grecian 
BoU,  over  which  freedom  and  humanity  mingle 
their  tears.  But  how,  sir,  is  the  case  with  us  ? 
Under  an  administration  of  mild  and  equal 
laws,  we  are  at  this  hour  in  the  enjoyment  of 
the  utmost  practicable  measure  of  personal 
liberty.  We  are  blessed  with  profound  peace, 
and  the  humblest  and  most  timid  man  among 
us  is  in  the  full  possession  of  absolute  security 
in  person  and  property. 

Sir,  this  night  every  weak  and  shrinking 
female,  every  helpless  infant,  in  all  this  land, 
lies  down  in  peace,  and  may  sink  into  unbroken 
slumber,  conscious  of  being  safe  from  harm. 
To-morrow,  every  vigorous  man,  with  robust 
limb,  with  active  and  enterprising  mind,  will 
be  engaged  with  ardor  in  all  that  can  advance 
his  own  and  his  country's  prosperity,  in  all  that 
enlightens  and  ennobles  man.  The  sustaining 
nergy  of  a  free  Government  pervades  the  land, 
and  raises  and  strengthens  the  character  of  all 
who  inhabit  it.  In  such  a  country,  wars  can 
never  be  waged  for  glory  and  empire.  The 
most  ambitious  leader,  who  would  persuade  us 
into  a  war,  must  profess  that  it  is  a  war  for 
the  right ;  he  dare  not  even  breathe  the  senti- 
ment that  it  is  undertaken  only  for  glory.  Sure- 
ly this  reflection  ought  to  prove  to  us  a  warning 
on  an  occasion  like  this ;  for,  be  it  remembered, 
that,  by  all  the  acts  in  which  it  is  engaged,  this 
infant  nation  is  stamping  its  character  for  fu- 
ture ages. 

There  is  one  question  I  would  ask  of  this 
committee,    I  would  ask  it  emphatically.   You 


owe  to  Greece  a  debt  which  you  ought  to  repay 
in  kind.  Is  it  a  debt  for  physical  aid  ?  Is  it  for 
any  thing  she  ever  did  for  us  by  physical  force  ? 
No,  sir;  it  is  for  moral  aid;  for  the  force  of 
her  example ;  it  is  for  the  spirit  and  sentiments 
of  her  writers,  which  have  passed  into  our 
mind ;  it  is  for  the  lessons  she  has  taught  us  in 
the  love  and  the  defence  of  freedom ;  it  is  for 
the  warnings  we  have  received  from  her  mis- 
fortunes; for  the  spirit,  in  a  word,  that  her 
works  and  her  words  iave  poured  into  our 
souls.  What,  then,  is  our  proper,  our  best  re- 
turn ?  It  is  to  raise  her  depressed  children  by 
the  example  of  our  free  Government — a  Gov- 
ernment possessing  some  excellencies  and  ad- 
vantages that  hers  never  had,  even  in  their 
brightest  day.  This  is  the  example  we  are  to 
set  them,  and  not  that  of  foreign  wars.  We 
are  to  show  them  the  blessiugs  of  freedom,  as 
reduced  to  a  practical  and  a  permanent  form — 
to  show  them  a  people  happy,  and  proud  of  the 
lot  they  enjoy. 

How  cautious,  then,  should  we  be  that  we  do 
not,  by  bringing  disaster  on  our  hitherto  happy 
experiment,  blast  the  rising  cause  of  freedom 
(check  it,  rather,  for  rise  it  wiU)  throughout 
the  world.  Let  us  take  care  that  we  do  not 
make  our  case  a  warning  against  free  Govern- 
ments, instead  of  the  strongest  of  arguments  in 
their  favor.  And  what,  sir,  is  the  process  by 
which  you  are  to  spread  the  influence  of  your 
free  principles  and  free  institutions  ?  Not  by 
wars,  but  by  a  friendly  intercourse  with  Eu- 
rope; by  writings,  by  personal  conversation, 
and  by  the  speeches  of  your  statesmen.  By 
means  like  these,  the  rapid  contagion  of  en- 
lightened principles  will  spread  from  land  to 
land.  Men  easUy  imbibe  right  principles  on 
politics,  when  once  they  are  suggested  to  them. 
The  plainest  and  the  humblest  peasant  can  be 
made  to  understand  that  men  are  born  equal, 
and  have  equal  rights;  all  he  needs  is  to  he 
convinced  that  these  principles,  so  true  and  so 
plain  in  themselves,  can  be  carried  out  into  a 
practical  government.  The  literati  of  Europe 
know  this,  and  some  of  them  spread  the  truth 
in  their  writings.  Their  statesmen  know  it, 
too,  and  some  of  these,  too,  recommend  it.  The 
honest  common  people  acknowledge  the  truth, 
and  long  for  its  benefits.  They  have  the  de- 
monstration of  the  truth  brought  to  their  very 
senses:  they  see  and  know  our  seamen,  our 
merchants,  and  their  families,  and  they  know 
that  there  does  exist  a  country  that  fosters  in 
its  bosom  a  free,  proud,  and  energetic  people, 
who  know  how  to  protect  their  rights  and  their 
honor.  Such  a  state  of  things  now  exists  that 
these  people  inhale  some  notions  of  freedom 
with  tiie  very  atmosphere  they  breathe — and 
as  they  breathe  it  they  come  to  love  those 
rights.  Despotism,  on  the  other  hand,  is'found- 
ed  on  the  ignorance,  prejudice, timidity,  and  de- 
pression of  the  people :  but  that  ignorance  is 
dissipating — ^those  prejudices  are  weakening— 
that  fear  is  dispelling — the  people  are  fast  rising 
in  the  scale  of  being.    How  unwise  would  it  be. 
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nay,  how  wicked,  to  abandon  all  these  gradual 
but  powerful  effects  of  our  Government  and  con- 
dition, in  order  to  assume  another  character. 
What  will  be  the  effect  of  war  on  this  influ- 
ence? It  wiU  counteract  it  at  once,  by  con- 
juring up  in  opposition  all  the  angry  and  re- 
sentful passions.  Why  should  we  so  effectually 
advance  the  dearest  interests  of  despotism? 
Think  you  that  their  monarchs  will  fail  to 
direct  these  passions  against  the  cause  of  free- 
dom ?  Sir,  we  can  give  no  physical,  no  war- 
like aid  to  liberty  that  will  not  injure  her 
cause. 

There  is  another  consideration  that  calls 
upon  us  to  pause  and  reflect,  before  we  take 
any  step  that  may  commit  the  nation.  Mon- 
archy can  go  to  war  from  policy  or  ambition, 
and  if  they  do  not  find  it  suits  their  views  they 
can,  with  almost  equal  ease,  withdraw  from  the 
contest.  But  it  is  far  otherwise  with  republics. 
In  these,  before  you  enter  into  a  war,  you  must 
convince  the  mass  of  the  nation  that  the  war  is 
virtuous  and  just  in  its  principles,  and  unavoid- 
able without  disgrace.  When  a  free  people 
have  become,  by  reflection,  convinced  of  this, 
they  become  reckless  of  consequences;  you 
rouse  a  deeper  spirit;  you  concentrate  a 
mightier  wrath  than  a  despotic  Government 
can  ever  know.  There  is  a  moral  force  that 
mingles  with  the  physical,  and  propels  it  with 
redoubled  energy.  But,  if  the  war  is  unreason- 
able, unjust,  unnecessary,  when  any  calamity 
happens  in  its  prosecution  they  at  once  look 
back  to  its  origin,  re-examine  its  principle; 
they  ask,  in  a  spirit  of  discontent  and  indigna- 
tion, why  was  it  not  avoided ;  and  they  wreak 
their  vengeance  on  its  authors.  You  cannot, 
then,  enter  with  too  -much  caution  on  steps 
that  have  war  in  their  probable  or  possible  re- 
sults. If  you  go  to  war  in  a  proper  spirit,  and 
on  sufficient  and  solid  grounds,  your  people  will 
resolve  on  success  or  ruin ;  but  if  you  enter  on 
it  hghtly,  after  a  while  the  spirit  of  the  people 
flags';  they  abandon  you;  you  have  to  yield 
without  success;  the  temper  and  tone  of  the 
nation  is  lowered,  and  its  character  permanent- 
ly injured.  Another  question  was,  what  effect 
such  a  measure  as  that  now  proposed  was  like- 
ly to  produce  on  our  relations  with  the  Euro- 
pean powers.  Britain  seems  to  have  learned 
from  us  a  salutary  lesson  of  neutrality,  and  she 
will  observe  it  as  long  as  she  can.  You  cannot 
get  that  Government  into  a  Spanish  or  a  Greek 
war.  At  the  very  moment  you  would  weaken 
yourselves  by  entering  into  this  distant  contest, 
that  politic  and  experienced  Government  is  hus- 
banding its  resources  and  accumulating  its 
strength.  You  cannot  doubt  that  they  cherish 
a  deadly  hostility  against  you;  that  they  are 
jealous  of  your  rising  greatness ;  that  they  re- 
member well  your  naval  triumphs,  and  that 
war  will  one  day  be  the  issue.  Shall  you,  in 
the  meanwhile,  enter  with  levity,  (in  such  a 
case,  I  repeat,  that  levity  is  •wickedness,)  and 
run  the  hazard  of  an  unnecessary  and  impolitic 
war?      Surely,   you  felt,   a  few  years  since, 


enough  to  warn  you  into  sobriety  and  caution. 
You  saw  the  struggle  which  arose,  amidst  the 
heavy  embarrassments  of  the  country,  between: 
the  advocates  of  economy  and  those  who  were 
determined  to  support  the  institutions  of  the 
country  at  every  expense.  You  know,  sir, 
what  a  painful  scene  was  then  exhibited  in  this 
House.  Shall  we  renew  such  scenes?  Is  this 
committee  willing  to  run  any  risk  of  their  re- 
newal? Can  you  doubt,  if  such  embarrass- 
ments should  again  recur,  that  your  crafty  ene- 
my would  seize  upon  the  crisis  to  attack  you? 
No,  sir ;  let  us  cherish  peace ;  let  us  pay  our 
debts;  let  us  accumulate  treasure;  then  yonr 
enemy  will  be  less  willing  to  assail  you,  while 
you  wJU  be  the  better  prepared  to  meet  him. 


Satitedat,  January  24. 
The  Oreek  Cause. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Webstee's  resolution,  for  sending  an  agent  to 
Greece,  and  the  amendment  thereto  proposed 
by  Mr.  PomsETT,  which  proposes  to  limit  the 
resolve  to  the  expression  of  a  sentiment  de- 
cisively favorable  to  the  Greek  cause. 

The  depending  question  having  been  stated, 

Mr.  Randolph  rose,  and  said,  that  it  was,  to 
him,  a  subject  of  unfeigned  regret,  that  the 
very  few  unpremeditated  words  into  which,  a 
few  days  since,  he  had  been  so  suddenly  and 
unexpectedly  betrayed,  should,  in  the  opinion 
of  those  for  whose  judgment  he  had  much 
greater  deference  than  for  his  own,  have  begot 
a  necessity  for  some  further  illustration.  He 
could,  with  most  serious  and  unaffected  sincer- 
ity, assure  the  committee,  that,  whenever  he 
was  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  under  the  necessity 
of  trespassing  on  their  attention,  the  pain 
which  it  gave  them  to  listen,  was  not  greater 
than  that  which  he  felt  in  addressing  them; 
and  he  hoped  that  that  consideration  would  se- 
cure a  respectful  attention  to  the  little — ^the 
very  little,  that  he  had  to  say.- 

Sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  the  resolution  before  you,  if 
we  are  to  take  the  word  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman that  moved  it,  is,  in  itself,  almost  noth- 
ing— a  speck  in  the  political  horizon :  but,  sk, 
no  man  better  knows  than  the  honorable  mover, 
that  it  is  from  clouds  of  that  portent  in  the 
moral  and  political,  as  well  as  in  the  natural 
atmosphere,  that  storms,  the  most  disastrous 
in  their  consequences,  usually  proceed.  The 
resolution,  in  itself,  is  nothing,  when  compared  to 
the  consequences  which  it  involves.  It  appears 
to  me  that  the  bearings  and  consequenOes  of 
the  measure  proposed  by  this  resolution  have' 
not  yet  been  traced  to  their  utmost  extent ;  nor, 
by  any  means,  Mr.  R.  said,  did  he  intend'  to 
undertake  the  task.  But  he  would  give, the 
committee,  as  succinctly  as  he  could,  some  of 
the  views  in  which  it  presented  itself  to  him. 

It  is  with  serious  concern  and  alarm,  said  Mr. 
R.,  that  I  have  heard  doctrines  broached  in  this 
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debate,  fraught  with  consequences  more  disas- 
trous to  the  best  interests  of  this  people,  than 
any  that  I  ever  heard  advanced  during  the  five 
and  twenty  years  since  I  have  been  honored 
with  a  seat  on  this  floor.  They  imply,  to  my 
apprehension,  a  total  and  fundamental  change 
of  the  policy  pursued  by  this  Government,  db 
urbe  condita — ^from  the  foundation  of  the  Re- 
public, to  the  present  day.  Are  we,  sir,  to  go 
on  a  crusade,  in  another  hemisphere,  for  the 
propagation  of  two  objects  as  dear  and  delight- 
ful to  my  heart  as  to  that  of  any  gentleman  in 
this,  or  ia  any  other  assembly — Liberty  and 
Keligion — and,  in  the  name  of  those  holy 
wiords — ^by  this  powerful  spell,  is  this  nation  to 
be  conjured  and  beguiled  out  of  the  highway 
of  Heaven — out  of  its  present  comparatively 
happy  state,  into  all  the  disastrous  conflicts  aris- 
ing from  the  policy  of  European  powers,  with 
aU  the  consequences  which  flow  from  them? 
Liberty  and  Keligion,  sir !  Things  that  are  yet 
dear,  in  spite  of  all  the  mischief  that  has  been 
perpetrated  in  their  name.  I  believe  that  noth- 
ing similar  to  this  proposition  is  to  be  found  in 
modern  history,  unless  in  the  famous  decree  of 
the  French  National  Assembly,  which  brought 
combined  Europe  against  them,  with  its  united 
sti-ength,  and,  after  repeated  struggles,  finally 
effected  the  downfall  of  the  French  power. 
Sir,  I  am  wrong — there  is  another  example  of 
like  doctrine ;  and  you  find  it  among  that 
strange  and  peculiar  people — ^in  that  mysterious 
book,  which  is  of  the  highest  authority  with 
them,  (for  it  is  at  once  their  gospel  and  their 
law — )  the  Koran,  which  enjoins  it  to  be  the 
duty  of  all  good  Moslems  to  propagate  its  doc- 
trines at  the  point  of  the  sword ;  by  the  edge 
of  the  scimitar.  The  character  of  that  people 
is  a  peculiar  one ;  they  difler  from  every  other 
rape.  It  has  been  said  here,  that  it  is  four  hun- 
dred years  since  they  encamped  in  Europe. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  K.,  they  were  encamped,  where 
we  now  find  them,  before  this  country  was  dis- 
covered, and  their  title  to  the  country  which 
they  occupy  is  at  least  as  good  as  ours.  They 
hold  their  possessions  there  by  the  same  title 
by  which  all  other  countries  are  held — posses- 
sion obtained,  at  first,  by  a  successful  employ- 
ment of  force,  oonfli-med  by  time,  by  usage,  by 
prescription — ^the  best  of  all  possible  titles. 
Their  policy,  Mr.  E.  said,  had  been,  not  tortu- 
ous, like  that  of  other  States  of  Europe,  but 
straightforward ;  they  had  invariably  appealed 
to  the  sword,  and  they  held  by  the  sword.  The 
Euss  had,  indeed,  made  great  encroachments  on 
their  empire,  but  the  ground  had  been  contest- 
ed inch  by  inch ;  and  the  acquisitions  of  Eus- 
sia,  on  the  side  of  Christian  Europe— Livonia, 
Ingria,  Oom-l^nd — ^Finland  to  the  Gulf  of  Both- 
nia— Poland — ^had  been  greater  than  she  had 
made  of  the  Mahometans.  And,  in  consequence 
of  this  straightforward  policy  to  which  he  had 
before  referred,  this  peculiar  people  could  boast 
of  being  the  only  one  of  the  powers  of  conti- 
nental Europe,  whose  capital  had  never  been 
insulted  by  the  presence  of  a  foreign  military 


force.  _  It  was  a  curious  fact,  well  worthy  of 
attention,  that  Constantinople  was  the  only 
capital  in  continental  Europe — ^for  Moscow  was 
the  true  capital  of  Eussia — that  had  never  been 
in  possession  of  an  enemy.  It  is,  indeed,  true, 
said  Mr.  E.,  that  the  Empress  Catharine  did  in- 
scribe over  the  gate  of  one  of  the  cities  that 
she  won  in  the  Crimea,  (Cherson,  I  think,) 
"road  to  Byzantium;"  but,  sir,. it  has  proved — 
perhaps  too  low  a  word  for  the  subject — but  a 
stumpy  road  for  Eussia.  Who,  at  that  day, 
would  have  been  believed,  had  he  foretold  to 
that  august  (for  so  she  was)  and  illustrious 
woman,  that  her  Cossacks  of  the  Ukraine,  and 
of  the  Don,  would  have  been  encamped  in 
Paris  before  they  reached  Constantinople  ?  Who 
would  have  been  believed  if  he  had  foretold 
that  a  French  invading  force,  such  as  the  world 
never  saw  before,  and,  I  trust,  will  never  again 
see — would  lay  Moscow  itself  in  ashes  ?  These 
are  considerations  worthy  of  attention  before 
we  embark  in  the  project  proposed  by  this  res- 
olution, the  consequences  of  which  no  human 
eye  can  divine. 

I  would  respectfully  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  said  Mr.  E.,  whether  in  his  very 
able  and  masterly  argument — and  he  has  said 
all  that  I  supposed  could  be  said  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  more  than  could  have  been  said  by 
any  man  in  favor  of  his  resolution — ^whether  he 
himself  has  not  furnished  an  answer  to  his 
speech — I  had  not  the  happiness  myself  to  hear 
his  speech,  but  a  friend  has  read  it  to  me — in 
one  of  the  arguments  in  that  speech  ?  Towards 
the  conclusion,  I  think,  of  his  speech,  the  gen- 
tleman lays  down,  from  Puffendorff,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  honeyed  words  and  pious  profes- 
sions of  the  Holy  Alliance,  that  these  are  all 
surplusage,  because  nations  are  always  supposed 
to  be  ready  to  do  what  justice  and  national  law 
require.  WeU,  sir,  said  Mr.  E.,  if  this  be  so, 
why  may  not  the  Greeks  presume — ^why  are 
they  not,  on  this  principle,  bound  to  presiune 
that  this  Government  is  disposed  to  do  all,  in 
reference  to  them,  that  they  ought  to  do,  with- 
out any  formal  resolutions  to  that  efieot?  I 
ask  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  whether 
the  doctrine  of  Puffendorff  does  not  apply  as 
strongly  to  the  resolution  as  to  the  declaration 
of  the  Allies — that  is,  if  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  be  indeed  that  almost  nothing  he 
would  have  us  suppose — if  there  be  not  some- 
thing behind  this  nothing  which  divides  this 
House  (not  Twrizontally,  as  the  gentleman  has 
somewhat  quaintly  said,  but  iiertwally)  into 
two  unequal  parties,  one  the  advocate  of  a 
splendid  system  of  crusades,  the  other  the 
friends  of  peace  and  harmony,  the  advocates  of 
a  fireside  policy  ;  for,  as  had  truly  been  said, 
as  long  as  all  is  right  at  the  fireside,  there  can- 
not be  much  wrong  elsewhere — whether,  he 
repeated,  does  not  the  doctrine  of  Puffendorff 
apply  as  well  to  the  words  of  the  resolution  as 
to  the  words  of  the  Holy  Alliance  ? 

But,  sir,  we  have  already  done  more  than 
this,    The  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
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only  organ  of  communication  which  the  people 
have  seen  fit  to  establish  between  us  and  for- 
eign powers,  has  already  expressed  all,  in  refer- 
ence to  Greece,  that  the  resolution  goes  to  ex- 
press. Actum  eat — it  is  done— it  is  finished — 
there  is  an  end.  Not,  Mr.  E.  said,  that  he 
would  have  the  House  to  infer  that  he  meant 
to  express  any  opinion  as  to  the  policy  of  such  a 
declaration.  The  practice  of  responding  to  Presi- 
dential Addresses  and  Messages  had  gone  out 
for  now  these  two  or  three  and  twenty  years. 

Mr.  K.  then  went  on  to  say,  he  had  thought 
if  the  great  master  of  the  political  philosophy 
could  arise  from  the  dead,  or  had  his  valuable 
life  been  spared  till  now,  he  would  not  only 
have  been  relieved  from  all  his  terrors  on  the 
subject  of  a  regicide  peace,  but  also  have  wit- 
nessed a  return  of  the  age  of  chivalry,  and  the 
banishment  of  calculation  even  from  the  esti- 
mates of   statesmen,   which   that    great  man 
could  never  have  foreseen ;  for  the  proposition 
now  under  consideration  was  that  something 
new  under  the  sun  which  Solomon  himself 
never  dreamed  of.     Is  this  all?    No,  sir,  said 
Mr.  E.,  if  that  was  all,  I  should  not  have 
thrown  myself  upon  your  attention.     But  this 
is  not  all.    Cases  have  already  been  stated,  to 
which  the  principle  of  the  resolution  equally 
applies  as  to  that  of  the  Greeks.     In  addition 
to  those  already  put,  I  will  take  the  case  of 
Canada,  if  you  will.     It  is  known  to  every 
body  that  discontents  have  for  some  time  ex- 
isted in  the    Canadian    Provinces,   with    the 
mother  country  and  the  measures  of  its  Gov- 
ernment.    Suppose  the  people  of  the  British 
colonies  to  the  north  of  us  undertake  to  throw 
off  the  yoke — ^I  will  not  put  the  case  of  Jamai- 
ca, because  they,  unhappily,  are  slaveholders. 
Are  you  ready  to  stake  the  peace,  and  welfare, 
and  the.  resources  of  this  nation  in  support  of 
Canadian  independence?     Your  doctrine  goes 
that   length — you    cannot    stop    short    of   it. 
Where,  in  that  case,  will  be  the  assistance  of 
Great  Britain,  already  referred  to  in  debate  as 
being  the  only  spot  in  the  world  in  which  lib- 
erty resides  except  our  own  country  ?     After 
some  other  observations,  Mr.  E.  adduced  an- 
other people — in  valorous   achievements  and 
daring  spirit  on  a  footing  with  these  Greeks 
themselves — ^and  who  have  achieved  their  inde- 
pendence from  a  bondage  far  heavier  than  that 
of  the  Greeks  to  the  Turks.    How  is  it,  sir, 
said  Mr.  E.,  that  we  have  never  sent  an  Envoy 
to  our  sister  Eepublio  of  Hayti  ?    Here  is  a  case 
that  fits — a  case  beyond  dispute.    It  is  not  that 
of  a  people   who  have   "almost,"    (ay,   sir! 
almost^  but  not  altogether) — ^who  have  almost 
but  perfectly  achieved  their  independence.    To 
attempt  to  show  that  these  cases  are  equally 
within  the  range  of  the  principle  of  the  resolu- 
tion, would  be  to  show  a  disrespect  to  the  intel- 
lects of  those  around  me.     The  man  who  can- 
not pursue  the  inference  would  not  recognize 
my  picture,  though,  like  the  Dutchman's  paint- 
mg,  were  written  under  it,  "  This  is  the  man, 
that  the  horse."  ' 


There  was  another  remark  that  fell  from  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts — of  which,  Mr. 
E.  said,  he  should  speak,  as  he  always  should 
speak,  of  any  thing  from  that  gentleman,  with 
all  the  personal  respect  which  may  be  consistent 
with  freedom  of   discussion.      Among  other 
cases  forcibly  put  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, why  he  would  embark  in  this  in- 
cipient crusade  against  Mussulmen,  he  stated 
this  as  one — that  they  hold  human  beings  as 
property.     Ah,  sir,  said  Mr.  E.,  and  what  says 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  on  this 
point  ?  unless,  indeed,  that  instrument  is  wholly 
to  be  excluded  from  consideration — unless  it  is 
to  be  regarded  as  a  mere  useless  parchment, 
worthy  to  be  burnt,  as  was  once  actually  pro- 
posed.   Does  not  that  constitution  give  its  sanc- 
tion to  the  holding  of  human  beings  as  proper- 
ty ?     Sir,  I  am  not  going  to  discuss  the  abstract 
question  of  liberty  or  slavery,  or  any  other 
abstract  question.     I  go  for  matters  of  fact. 
But  I  would  ask  gentlemen  in  this  House,  who 
have  the  misfortune  to  reside  on  the  wrong  side 
of  a  certain  mysterious  parallel  of  latitude,  to 
take  this  question  seriously  into  consideration-^ 
whether  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
is  prepared  to  say,  that  the  act  of  holding  hu- 
man beings  as  property  is  sufficient  to  place  the 
party  so  ofiending  under  the  ban  of  its  high 
and  mighty  displeasure  ? 

Sir,  the  objections  to  this  resolution  accumu- 
late as  I  proceed — nires  acquirit  eundo.  If  I 
should  attempt  to  go  through  with  a  statement 
of  them  all,  and  had  strength  to  sustain  me,  I 
should  do  what  I  promised  I  would  not  do — I 
should  worry  and  exhaust  the  patience  of  this 
committee. 

Sir,  what  are  we  now  asked  to  do?  To 
stimulate  the  Executive  to  the  creation  of  em- 
bassies. And  what  then?  That  we,  or  onr 
friends,  may  fill  them.  Sir,  the  sending  ambas- 
sadors abroad  is  one  of  the  great  prerogatives, 
if  you  will,  of  our  Executive  authority;  and  we 
are,  I  repeat,  about  to  stimulate  the  President 
to  the  creation  of  a  new,  and,  I  must  be  per- 
mitted'to  say,  an  unnecessary  embassy — a  dip- 
lomatic agency  to  Greece — ^that  we,  or  our 
friends,  may  profit  by  it.  Por,  sir,  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  notoriety  that  aJl  these  good  things  axe 
reserved  for  men  who  either  have  been,  or  are, 
de  facto,  members  of  this,  or  of  the  other,  House, 
No  doubt  we  shall  be  able  to  find  some  learned 
Theban,  or  some  other  Boeotian,  willing  to  un- 
dertake this  mission— perfectly  willing  to  live 
upon  the  resources  of  the  people,  rather  than 
his  own.  But  then,  said  Mr.  E.,  recurs  the 
old-fashioned  question,  Gui  lonof  His  own, 
undoubtedly,  but  surely  not  that  of  this  nation. 
But,  it  is  urged,  that  we  have  sent  and  re- 
ceived Ministers  from  revolutionary  France. 
True,  said  Mr.  E.,  we  have;  but  what  was  rev- 
olutionary France  ?  Our  own  ancient  arid  very 
good  ally ;  a  substantive  power,  if  any  such 
exist  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  whose  ind^r 
pendent  existence  no  one  could  doubt  or  dis- 
pute, unlfess,  indeed,  the  disciples  of  Berkeley, 
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who  deny  that  there  is  any  such  thing  as  mat- 
ter. But,  SU-,  have  the  United  States  always 
received  the  Ministers  that  are  sent  to  them 
from  foreign  powers  ?  How  long  did  the  per- 
son who  was  appointed  diplomatic  agent  here 
from  Spain  (Don  Onis)  linger  in  your  ante- 
chamhers  hefore  he  was  acknowledged?  And 
is  it  said  that  the  situation  of  Greece  approach- 
es more  nearly  to  independence  than  that  of 
Spain  when  Don  Onis  came  here  as  her  Minis- 
ter !  Sir,  let  these  Greeks  send  a  Minister  to 
us,  and  then  we  will  deliberate  on  the  question 
whether  we  will  accredit  him  or  not.  If,  in- 
deed, there  was  a  Minister  of  Greece  knocking 
at  the  door  of  the  President's  antechamber  for 
admittance,  and  that  admittance  was  denied, 
the  question- of  Grecian  independence  would  be 
more  legitimately  before  us ;  but  I  greatly  doubt 
if  even  that  case  would  be  sufficient  to  call  for 
the  interference  of  this  House. 

But,  Mr.  E.  said,  there  was  one  aspect  of  this 
question  which,  to  him  it  appeared,  ought  to  be 
conclusive  on  the  minds  of  sdl,  viz :  That  Eussia, 
whose  designs  on  Turkey  have  been  unremit- 
tingly prosecuted  ever  since  the  days  of  Peter 
the  Great  for  more  than  a  century ;  that  Russia, 
allied  to  the  Greeks  in  religious  faith — ^identi- 
fied in  that  respect;  that  Eussia,  unassailable 
territorially,  and  dividing  with  us  (according  to 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts)  the  dread 
and  apprehension  of  the  Allied  Powers — even 
Eussia,  in  "juxtaposition"  (to  use  the  words  of 
the  mover  of  the  resolution)  to  Turkey — even 
Eussia  dare  not  move.  But  we,  who  are  sepa- 
rated first  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  then  have 
to  traverse  the  Mediterranean  Sea  to  arrive  at 
the  seat  of  conffict — ^we,  at  the  distance  of  five 
thousand  miles,  are  to  interfere  in  this  quarrel 
— to  what  purpose  ?  To  the  advantage  solely 
of  this  very  colossal  power  which  has  been 
held  up  as  the  great  object  of  our  dread,  and 
of  whom  it  is  difficult  to  say  whether  it  is  more 
to  be  dreaded  for  its  physical  force,  or  its  de- 
testable principle. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  ask  why,  in  the  selection 
of  an  enemy  to  the  doctrines  of  our  Govern- 
ment, and  a  party  to  those  advanced  by  the 
Holy  Alliance,  we  should  fix  on  Turkey  ?  She, 
at  least,  forms  no  party  to  that  alliance ;  and  I 
venture  to  say,  that,  for  the  last  century,  her 
conduct,  in  reference  to  her  neighbors,  has 
been  much  more  Christian  than  that  of  ail  the 
"Most  Christian,"  «  Most  Catholic,"  or  "Most 
Faithful"  Majesties  of  Europe — ^for  she  has  not 
interfered,  as  we  propose  to  do,  in  the  internal 
a&irs  of  other  nations. 

But,  sir,  we  have  not  done.  Not  satisfied 
with  attempting  to  support  the  Greeks,  one 
world,  like  that  of  Pyrrhus  or  Alexander,  is 
not  sufficient  for  us.  We  have  yet  another 
world  for  exploits :  we  are  to  operate  in  a  coun- 
try distant  from  us  eighty  degrees  of  latitude, 
and  only  accessible  by  a  circumnavigation  of 
the  globe,  and  to  subdue  which  we  must  cover 
the  Pacific  with  our  ships,  and  the  tops  of  the 
Andes  with  our  soldiers.  Do  gentlemen  seri-  I 
Vou  Vn.— 42 


ously  reflect  on  the  work  they  have  cut  out 
for  us  ?  "Why,  sir,  these  projects  of  ambition 
surpass  those  of  Bonaparte  himself. 

It  has  once  been  said,  of  the  dominions  of 
the  King  of  Spain — thank  God !  it  can  no  lon- 
ger be  said — ^that  the  sun  never  set  upon  them. 
Sir,  the  sun  never  sets  on  ambition  like  this : 
they  who  have  once  felt  its  scorpion  sting  are 
never  satisfied  with  a  Umit  less  than  a  circle,  of 
our  planet.  I  have  heard,  sir,  the  late  corrus- 
cation  in  the  heavens  attempted  to  be  accounted 
for  by  the  return  of  the  lunar  cycle,  the  moon 
having  got  back  into  the  same  relative  position 
in  which  she  was  nineteen  years  ago.  How- 
ever this  may  be,  I  am  afraid,  sir,  that  she 
exerts  too  potent  an  influence  over  our  legisla- 
tion, or  will  have  done  so,  if  we  agree  to  adopt 
the  resolution  on  your  table.  I  think  about 
once  in  seven  or  eight  years,  for  that  seems  to 
be  the  term  of  our  political  cycle,  we  may  cal- 
culate upon  beholding  some  redoubted  cham- 
pion— like  him  who  prances  into  Westminster 
Hall,  armed  cap-a-pie,  like  Sir  Somebody 
Dimock,  at  the  coronation  of  the  British  King, 
challenging  all  who  dispute  the  title  of  the 
Sovereign  to  the  Crown — coming  into  this 
House,  mounted  on  some  magnificent  project, 
such  as  this.  But,  sir,  I  never  expected,  that, 
of  all  places  in  the  world,  (except  Salem,)  a 
proposition  like  this  should  have  come  from 
Boston ! 

Su,  I  am  afraid,  that,  along  with  some  most 
excellent  attributes  and  qualities — ^the  love  of 
liberty,  jury  trial,  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
and  ail  the  blessings  of  free  government,  that 
we  have  derived  from  our  Anglo-Saxon  ances- 
tors, we  have  got  not  a  little  of  their  John  Bull, 
or  rather  John  BuU  Dog  spirit — their  readiness 
to  fight  for  anybody,  and  on  any  occasion.  Sir, 
England  has  been  for  centuries  the  game  cock 
of  Europe.  It  is  impossible  to  specify  the  wars 
in  which  she  has  been  engaged  for  contrary 
purposes ;  and  she  will,  with  great  pleasure,  see 
us  take  oflf  her  shoulders  the  labor  of  preserving 
the  balance  of  power.  We  find  her  fighting, 
now,  for  the  Queen  of  Hungary — then,  for  her 
inveterate  foe,  the  King  of  Prussia — ^now  at 
war  for  the  restoration  of  the  Bourbons — and 
now  on  the  eve  of  war  with  them  for  the 
liberties  of  Spain.  These  lines  on  the  subject 
were  nevermore  applicable  than  they  have  now 
become — 

"  Now  Europe's  balanced — ^neWier  side  prevails  ; 
For  notbing's  left  in  either  of  the  scales." 

If  we  pursue  the  same  policy,  we  must  travel 
the  same  road,  and  endure  the  same  burdens, 
under  which  England  now  groans.  But,  Mr. 
E.  said,  glorious  as  such  a  design  might  be,  a 
President  of  the  United  States  would,  in  his 
apprehension,  occupy  a  prouder  place  in  history, 
who,  when  he  retires  from  office,  can  say  to  the 
people  who  elected  him,  I  leave  you  without  a 
debt,  than  if  he  had  fought  as  many  pitched 
battles  as  Csssar,  or  achieved  as  many  naval 
victories  as  Nelson.    And  what,  said  Mr.  E., 
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is  debt  ?  In  an  individual,  it  is  slavery.  It  is 
slavery  of  the  worst  sort,  surpassing  that  of 
the  West  India  islands,  for  it  enslaves  the  mind 
as  well  as  it  enslaves  the  body ;  and  the  creature 
who  can  be  abject  enough  to  incur  and  to  sub- 
mit to  it,  receives  in  that  condition  of  his  being 
an  adequate  punishment.  Of  course,  Mr.  R. 
said,  he  spoke  of  debt,  with  the  exception  of 
unavoidable  misfortune.  He  spoke  of  debt 
caused  by  the  nlismanagement,  by  unwarrant- 
able generosity,  by  being  generous  before  being 
just.  Mr.  R.  knew  that  this  sentiment  was 
ridiculed  by  Sheridan,  whose  lamentable  end 
was  the  best  commentary  upon  its  truth.  No, 
sir.  Let  us  abandon  these  projects.  Let  us  say 
to  those  seven  millions  of  Greeks :  "  We  defend- 
ed ourselves,  when  we  were  but  three  millions, 
against  a  power,  in  comparison  to  which  the 
Turk  is  but  as  a  lamb.  Go  and  do  thou  like- 
wise." And,  said  Mr.  R.,  so  with  respect  to 
the  Governments  of  South  America.  If,  after 
having  achieved  their  independence,  they  have 
not  valor  to  maintain  it,  I  would  not  commit 
the  safety  and  independence  of  this  country  in 
such  a  cause.  I  will,  in  both  these  cases,  pur- 
sue the  same  line  of  conduct  which  I  have  ever 
pursued,  from  the  day  I  took  a  seat  in  this 
House  in  '99 ;  from  which,  without  boasting,  I 
challenge  any  gentleman  to  fix  upon  me  any 
colorable  charge  of  departure. 

The  condition  of  my  strength,  said  Mr.  R.,  or, 
rather,  of  my  weakness,  admonishes  me  to  con- 
clude ;  but  I  cannot  sit  down  without  remark- 
ing, that  the  state  of  the  world  is  at  this  mo- 
ment unexampled.  We  are  now  carrying  on  a 
piratical  war  against  the  maritime  banditti  of 
the  West  Indies.  The  buccaneers  are  revived. 
At  what  expense  of  life,  of  health,  of  treasure, 
that  war  is  carried  on,  perhaps  every  member 
of  this  committee  knows  better  than  I — but,  sir, 
to  what  may  this  resolution  lead  ?  To  the  in- 
vesting those  banditti,  and  the  banditti  of  all 
the  rest  of  the  world,  with  formal  commissions, 
which  the  maritime  courts  of  every  country  in 
Europe  would  be  bound  to  respect — and,  said 
Mr.  R.,  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  some  of  the 
renegadoes,  whom  we  have  admitted  to  the 
privileges  of  citizens,  or  the  yet  more  spurious 
offspring  of  our  own  soO,  should  take  those 
commissions  to  cruise  against  our  commerce. 
That  such  conduct  would  not  be  without  ex- 
ample, the  records  of  our  courts  will  show. 

It  is  not,  then,  the  mere  power  of  Turkey 
which  you  are  to  encounter,  supposing  that  you 
stop  short  with  the  original  resolution.  But 
you  do  not — you  go  further — out  of  the  frying 
pan  into  the  fire — the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  and  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  go  stiU  fur- 
ther— by  adopting  which,  you  will  put  the 
peace  of  the  nation  into  peril — and  for  whom  ? 
For  a  people  of  whom  we  know  almost  as  little 
as  we  do  about  the  Greeks.  Can  any  man  in 
this  House  say,  what  even  is  the  state  of  society 
in  Buenos  Ayres — its  moral  condition,  &o.  ? 

Let  us  adhere  to  the  policy  laid  down  by  the 


second,  as  well  as  the  first  founder  of  our  Re- 
public— ^by  him  who  was  the  Oamillus,  as  well 
aa  the  Romulus,  of  the  infant  state ; — to  the 
policy  of  peace,  commerce,  and  honest  friend- 
ship with  aU  nations,  entangling  alliances  with 
none  :  for  to  entangling  alliances  we  must  come, 
if  you  once  embark  in  projects  such  as  this. 
And,  with  all  his  British  predilections,  Mr.  E. 
said,  he  suspected  he  should,  whenever  that 
question  should  present  itself,  resist  as  strongly 
an  alliance  with  Great  Britain  as  with  any 
other  power.  We  were  sent  here,  he  said,  to 
attend  to  the  preservation  of  th«  peace  of  this 
country,  and  not  to  be  ready,  on  all  occasioM, 
to  go  to  war  whenever  any  thing  like  what  in 
common  parlance  is  termed  a  turn  up  takes 
place  in  Europe. 

These,  sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  are  some  of  the 
views  which  I  have  taken  of  the  subject. 
There  are  other  views  of  it  which  I  might  take, 
but  from  which  I  abstain  (I  may  be  permitted 
to  say)  out  of  self-respect,  as  well  as  from 
respect  for  this  committee. 

I  can,  however,  assure  the  committee,  for 
one,  that  the  public  burdens  on  those  whom  I 
represent  here,  (though  they  are  certainly 
better  oflf  than  those  to  the  north  and  the 
west  of  them — ^that  is,  tUl  yon  come  to  the 
favored  States,  where  the  interest  of  the  public 
debt  is  paid,  and  where  almost  all  the  public 
moneys  are  disbursed,)  are  greater  than  they 
can  bear,  because  their  private  engagements 
are  greater  than  they  can  discharge;  and  if 
this  is  not  a  self-evident  proposition,  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  know  what  can  be  such.  And  this  uni- 
versal distress  in  the  country  has  been  the 
effect  of  freaks  of  legislation.  I  do  not  deny 
but  there  may  be  some  who  have  drawn  great 
prizes  in  the  lottery,  but  that  is  not  the  case 
with  the  great  mass  of  the  nation.  And  what 
is  this  scheme  but  a  lottery  ?  If  it  should  end 
in  war,  there  will  be  more  great  prizes  to  be 
drawn ;  hut  it  will  be  for  me,  those  whom  I 
represent,  to  pay  them.  I  have  been  acquainted 
with  my  constituents  a  long  time  to  httle  pur- 
pose, and  have  greatly  mistaken  their  disposi- 
tion and  present  temper  of  mind,  if  they  are  in 
any  such  "  melting  mood."  The  freaks  of  legis- 
lation to  which  I  have  referred,  the  vast  expen- 
ditures which  begot  the  necessities  for  over- 
issues of  paper-money — that  system,  compared 
with  which  aH  the  evils  of  Pandora's  box  arc 
blessings  —  have  brought  both  England  and 
America  to  this  distress.  The  two  cases  SJ'e 
strictly  parallel — they  run  on  aU  fours — and, 
if  this  resolution  be  adopted,  not  merely  sim- 
ilar, but  yet  more  disastrous  consequences  will 
ensue. 

I  shall  then,  said  Mr.  R.,  return  to  my  constit- 
uents without  the  least  alarm  in  regard  to  this 
question.  tTnless,  indeed,  I,  and  those  who  in 
this  case  think  with  me,  have  reason  to  fear 
that  our  constituents  wiU  awai-d  us  merited 
censure  for  not  having  better  supported  the 
cause  we  advocate.  Unless  on  this  account, 
I  cherish  not  the  least  doubt  that  when  I,  for 
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one,  go  back  to  those  that  sent  me  here,  I  shall 
he  greeted  with  their  honest,  open  coun- 
tenances, and  gratulating  hands.  There  has 
not  been  a  question,  since  I  have  been  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  on  which  my  opinion  has 
been  ijiore  clear  than  on  this — ^no,  not  even  in 
the  case  of  the  sedition  law. 

What,  said  Mr.  R.,  is  our  situation?  "We 
are  absolutely  combating  shadows.  The  gentle- 
man would  have  us  to  believe  his  resolution  is 
aU  but  nothing ;  yet  again  it  is  t9  prove  omni- 
potent, and  fills  the  globe  with  its  influence. 
Either  it  is  nothing,  or  it  is  something.  If  it 
is  nothing  let  us  lay  it  on  the  table,  and  have 
done  with  it  at  once ;  but,  if  it  is  that  some- 
thing which  it  has  been  on  the  other  hand 
represented  to  be,  let  us  beware  how  we  touch 
it.  For  my  part,  I  would  sooner  put  the  shirt 
of  Nessus  on  my  back,  than  sanction  these 
doctrines — doctrines  such  as  I  never  heard  from 
my  boyhood  till  now.  They  go  the  whole  length. 
If  they  prevail,  there  are  no  longer  any 
Pyrenees — every  bulwark  and  barrier  of  the 
constitution,  is  broken  down ;  it  is  become 
tabula  rasa — a  carte  hlanahe,  for  every  one  to 
scribble  on  it  what  he  pleases. 


Monday,  January  26. 
The  Greeh  Came. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  "Whole,  on  Mr.  "Wbbstee's  and 
Mr.  Poinsett's  motions  respecting  the  Greeks ; 
when  Mr.  A.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the 
Ohair. 

Mr.  Chairman:  What  are  we  called  on  to 
do  ?  To  acknowledge  a  new  power ;  to  intro- 
duce a  new  nation  into  the  great  family  of 
nations.  It  has  been  said,  that  this  resolution 
is  perfectly  harmless ;  that  it  leaves  the  acknowl- 
edgment to  be  made  by  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  to  whom  it  belongs.  I  cannot  agree 
that  the  resolution  is  harmless,  or  that  it  leaves  fiie 
acknowledgment  to  be  made  by  the  President. 
It  declares  that  provision  ought  to  be  made,  by 
law,  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  a  mission  to 
Greece.  Is  not  this  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
independence  of  Greece  ?  Yes,  sir ;  this  is  an 
immediate  acknowledgment,  and  one  of  the 
most  solemn  kind.  An  embassy  to  Greece,  sent 
by  the  President,  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate, 
would  be  a  less  solemn  recognition  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Greeks ;  for,  by  this  resolution, 
a  law  is  to  be  passed  by  Congress,  declaring 
Greece  an  independent  power.  It  wiU  not 
only  be  an  acknowledgment  of  a  new  power, 
by  Congress,  but  by  the  President  himself,  if  he 
should  approve  the  act,  and  yet  the  initiative, 
in  making  the  acknowledgment,  will  have 
been  taken  from  him.  Should  such  a  law  pass', 
the  acknowledgment  of  Greece,  as  an  independ- 
ent nation,  is  complete.  The  mischief,  if  it  is 
mischief,  will  have  been  done ;  and  no  subse- 
quent prudence,  on  the  part  of  the  President, 
can  avert  the  oonsequeuoes,  whatever  they  are 
to  be.    The  nation  must  then  be  responsible.      I 


Let  us  consider  what  will  be  the  probable 
consequences  of  this  acknowledgment.  We 
must  look  into  the  history  of  nations.  We  ara 
not  to  conclude,  from  the  forbearance  of  Spain 
when  we  acknowledged  the  independence  of 
her  American  provinces,  that  all  other  nations 
would  be  equally  passive  on  a  similar  occasion. 
It  is  always  a  question  of  policy  and  discretion 
whether  a  Government,  which  may  deem  itself 
injured  by  such  an  acknowledgment,  shall,  or 
shall  not,  resort  to  war.  The  cases  from  which 
we  derive  the  most  aid,  in  deciding  what  is  the 
Law  of  all  Nations  in  this  particular,  are  the 
cases  of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Nether- 
lands, when  they  revolted  against  Spain,  and 
the  case  of  these  United  States,  during  our 
Revolution.  According  to  these  oases,  the 
acknowledgment  of  a  new  power,  during 
the  civil  war  which  follows  the  revolt  of 
provinces  against  the  mother  country  by  a  third 
power,,  is  to  the  mother  country  cause  of  war. 
It  will  be  recollected  that,  during  the  war  of  our 
Revolution,  England  made  war  on  France  and 
other  European  powers,  for  favoring  us. 

When  a  people  have  declared,  and  also  main- 
tained, their  independence,  they  may  be  ac- 
knowledged as  an  independent  power  without 
giving  just  cause  of  war  to  their  former 
sovereign.  Can  that  be  aflBrmed  with  regard  to 
the  Greeks?  By  no  means.  They  have  not 
yet  achieved,  much  less  maintained,  their  inde- 
pendence. They  possess  the  Morea,  a  small 
part  of  continental  Greece ;  but  the  latest 
accounts  inform  us  that  they  have  been  driven 
fi'om  Athens  to  take  refuge  in  one  of  the  islands. 
It  might  have  been  timely  affirmed  of  some  of 
the  Spanish  provinces,  when  their  independence 
was  acknowledged  by  us,  that  they  had  main- 
tained it. 

It  having  been  shown  that  the  acknowledgment 
of  a  revolted  province  as  an  independent  nation, 
by  a  third  power,  while  the  mother  country  stUl 
carries  on  a  war  for  the  purpose  of  asserting  a 
right  to  such  province,  would  be  considered  a 
cause  of  war  by  the  most  oivihzed  nations,  can 
we  doubt  that  it  would  be  deemed  cause  of  war 
by  the  Government  of  Turkey,  the  most  violent 
and  lawless  of  all  Governments?  The  honorable 
member  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay)  supposes 
that  the  resolutions  of  this  body  may  remain 
unknown  to  the  Turkish  Divan.  But  it  is  not 
at  all  probable  that  a  measure  of  this  kind 
would  remain  long  unknown  to  them.  Some 
power  would  immediately  communicate  onr 
proceedings  to  the  Turk,  and  explain  to  him, 
that,  by  them,  we  had  violated  the  usages  of 
nations.  When  we  proposed  confidentially,  to 
the  British  Government,  to  acknowledge  the 
independence  of  the  Spanish  American  prov- 
inces, that  court,  then  less  friendly,  pei-haps, 
to  us,  than  at  this  time,  immediately  commu- 
nicated our  proposition  to  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment, with  a  view,  no  doubt,  to  embroil  us  with 
Spain. 

This  proceeding  would  be  a  violation  of  our 
declared  principles.    The  President  has  declared 
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to  the  Allies,  that "  We  should  consider  any  at- 
tempt, on  their  part,  to  extend  their  system  to 
any  portion  of  this  hemisphere,  as  dangerous  to 
our  peace  and  safety.      With  the  existing  colo- 
nies or  dependencies  (meaning  Greece)  of  any 
European  power,  (meaning  Turkey,)  we  have 
not  interfered,  and  shall  not  interfere.    But 
with  the  Governments  who  have  declared  their 
independence,   and  maintained  it,  ^nd  whose 
independence  we  have,  on  great  consideration, 
and  on  just  principles,  acknowledged,  we  could 
not  view  any  interposition  for  the  pnipose  of 
oppressing  them,    or  controlling,  in  any  other 
manner,  their  destiny,  by  any  European  power, 
in  any  other  light  than  as  the  manifestation  of 
an  unfriendly  disposition  towards  the  United 
States.  *  *  *  *   Our  policy  in  regard  to  Europe 
which  was  adopted  at  the  early  stage  of  the 
wars  which  have  so  long  agitated  that  quarter 
of  the  globe,  nevertheless  remains  the  same, 
which  is  not  to  interfere  in  the  internal  concerns 
of  any  of  its  powers.  *  *  *  *     Jt  js  impossible 
that  the  Allied  Powers  shonld  extend  their 
political  system  to  any  portion  of  either  conti- 
nent, without  endangering  our  peace  and  hap- 
piness. *  *  *  *    j(;  ja  equally  impossible,  there- 
fore, that  we  should  behold  such  interposition, 
in  any  form,  with  indifference."    Such,  sir,  are 
the  principles  declared  by  the  President  in  the 
name  of  the  nation.    We  say  to  the  Allies,  that 
any  attempt  on  their  part  to  extend  their  system' 
to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere,  we  shall 
consider  as  dangerous  to  our  peace  and  safety. 
And  is  not  the  extension  of  our  system  to  their 
hemisphere  equally  dangerous  to  their  peace  and 
safety?    We  say  that,  with  the  existing  colonies 
or  dependencies  of  any  European  power  we  have 
not  interfered,  and  shall  not  interfere.    How  can 
we  then  interfere  with  the  Morea,  a  province  of 
Turkey,  without  a  violation  of  our  solemn  decla- 
ration ?    Sir,  by  this  proceeding,  yon  will  make 
the  declaration  of  the  President,  as  to  the  future 
course  of  policy  to  be  observed  by  this  Govern- 
ment, a  falsehood.    We  acknowledge  the  Greek 
republic ;    and  what  are  the  reasons  which  we 
assign  for  doing  so  ?    Why,  because  the  allied 
sovereigns  have  said  that  the  Greeks  have  thrown 
a  firebrand  into  the  Ottoman  empire,  and  have 
declared  that  they  would  put  down  revolution  in 
Europe.    Is  not  this  going  out  of  our  way  to  beard 
the  Allies :  to  seek  a  quarrel  with  them  respect- 
ing the  affairs  of  Europe ;  and  to  propagate  our 
system  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  ? 

Another  weighty  objection  to  the  resolution, 
Mr.  S.  said,  was,  that  it  was  an  interference  with 
the  Executive  power.  The  people  of  the  United 
States  have  separated  the  powers  granted  by  them 
between  the  several  branches  of  the  Government. 
This  proposition  goes  to  blend  those  powers ;  and 
every  attempt  unreasonably  to  extend  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Government,  or  to  blend  the  powers 
of  the  several  departments,  tends  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  constitution.  This  is  an  attempt  to 
dictate  to  the  Executive  the  performance  of  an 
act  which  the  constitution  has  confided  to  the 
discretion  and  infoi-mation  of  the  President. 


I  need  not,  said  Mr.  8.,  read  clauses  from  the 
constitution,    which  has  been  laid  on  every 
gentleman's  table.    The  President  is  authorized 
to  receive   embassies;    this  is  one    mode   of 
acknowledging  a  foreign  power;    he  is  also 
authorized  to  send  embassies,  by  the  consent  of 
the  Senate;  this  is  another  mode  of  recognizing 
a  foreign  power ;    he  also,  by  the  same  consent, 
ratifies  treaties.    With  all  this  the  House  of 
Eepresentatives  have  nothing  to  do.    If  yon 
have  nothing  to  do  with  a  treaty,  why  should 
you  prescribe'  when,  or  to  whom,  an  embassy 
shall  be  sent?    The  powers  granted  to  you  are 
purely  legislative,  with  the  exception  of  the 
power  to  declare  war,  which  is  elsewhere  in- 
trusted   to    the   Executive   authority.      The 
foreign  relations  of  the  nation  are  confided  by 
the  people  to  the  President  and  Senate,  in 
whose   superior   information    and   discretion 
reliance  is  placed.    If  yon  interfere  with  the 
power  to  send  and  receive  embassies,  you  may 
come  into  collision  with  the  President,  and 
you  will  blend  powers  which  the  people  in- 
tended should  be  kept  distinct.    As  the  au- 
thority to  send  embassies  belongs  to  the  Pres- 
ident and  Senate,  we  should  not  invade  their 
authority  or  originate  a  measure  which,  unless 
they  will  give  up  a  part  of  their  exclusive 
authority,  they  must  reject.    Tour  law  is  not 
necessary  to  enable  the  President  to  send  an 
embassy;    he  is  possessed    of  the   authority 
already.    If  yon  pass  the  bill  proposed,  the 
President  wiU  not  be  left  at  liberty  to  decide 
freely.    He  must  acknowledge  the  independ- 
ence of  Greece,   or  reject  your   bUl.      Yon 
place  him  in  a  painful  dilemma ,  and,  perhaps, 
compel  him  to  use  a  prerogative  seldom  exert- 
ed.    But  suppose  that,  believing,  the  measure 
to  be  improper,  he  puts  his  veto  on  the  bill ; 
still,  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  may  pass  it 
into  a  law,  and  thus  acknowledge  the  republic 
of  Greece,  against  the  opinion  of  the  President, 
i#  whose  discretion  the  people  particularly  con- 
fide, and  thus  defeat  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
stitution— a  popular  assembly,  carried  away  by 
eloquence  a^d  a  love  of  liberty,  deciding,  instead 
of  the  cool,  deliberate  caution  of  the  President 
If  you  can  pass  a  law  to  send  a  mission  when  the 
President  pleases,  you  can  pass  a  law  to  send  a 
mission  next  month.     In  either  case,  it  would  be 
the  law  that  would  make  the  acknowledgment. 
Your  act  being  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  the 
fiag  of  Greece  would  be  respected  in  our  courts 
as  the  fiag  of  an  independent  power,  whether  the 
embassy  was  ever  sent  or  not.  We  acknowledge 
the  independence  of  powers  with  whom  we 
have  no  ambassadors. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Olat)  de- 
clares that  he  is  for  leaving  the  whole  responsi- 
bility with  the  President,  where  the  constitution 
placed  it;  yet,  he  advocates  a  measure  which,  so 
far  as  respects  the  act  of  acknowledgment,  leayes 
nothing  to  the  discretion  or  responsibility  of  the 
President,  but  takes  from  him  the  one  and  relieves 
him  from  the  other.  The  act  of  Congress  vrill  be 
the  acknowledgment,  and  not  the  embassy. 
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We  are  sitting  in  judgment  on  the  Russian 
and  the  Turk.  But  -what  right  have  we  to 
judge  of  their  acts,  unless  they  affect  us  ?  And 
we  are  ahout  to  take  measures  on  our  own  be- 
half. What  right  have  we  to  judge  between 
the  Turk  and  his  revolted  subjects,  unless  our 
own  interest  or  safety  is  concerned?  We 
should  not  take  it  well  that  our  proceedings 
should  be  denounced  by  foreign  Governments. 
We  do  not  take  it  well  that  the  Russian  Minis- 
ter, at  the  court  of  Spain,  denounces  the  Unit- 
ed States  as  the  source  of  all  the  evils  which 
have  disturbed  the  nations  and  sovereigns  of 
Europe ;  and  we  should  take  it  worse  were  the 
like  denunciations  made  by  his  master.  What 
have  we  to  do  with  the  oppressions  of  the  Gov- 
ernments of  China,  India,  Turkey,  or  France, 
unless  we  are  about  to  relieve  the  oppressed  ? 
We  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  wrongs  com- 
mitted by  other  Governments  agaiast  those 
whom  they  govern,  but  to  avoid  their  ex- 
ample. 

You  profess  to  interfere  on  behalf  of  the 
Greeks  for  liberty  and  religion.  What  have 
you  to  do  with  the  liberty  of  any  people,  ex- 
cept the  people  you  govern,  unless  the  subjec- 
tion of  a  neighboring  foreign  people  endangers 
your  safety  ?  You  have  nothing  to  do  with 
religion,  even  here,  and  why  should  you  med- 
dle with  it  elsewhere  ?  In  a  treaty  made  with 
one  of  those  Turkish  nations,  during  the  Ad- 
ministration of  Mr.  Adams,  it  was  explicitly  and 
truly  declared  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  is  in  no  respect  founded  on  re- 
ligion. The  Turk  may  become  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  have  his  mosque  in  our 
country,  as  well  as  the  Jew  his  synagogue.  You 
interfere  for  Grecian  liberty,  for  the  liberty  of 
the  descendants  of  the  ancient  Greeks,  to  whom 
you  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude ;  but  the  modern 
Greeks  cannot  be  identified  with  the  people 
who  produced  Aristides  and  Socrates.  Greece 
has  been  often  conquered,  and  foreign  people 
have  planted  themselves  there.  The  modern 
Greeks  are  a  religious  sect,  professors  of  the 
Greek  Church.  What  entitles  the  inhabitants 
of  Moldavia  and  Wallachia  to  the  name  of 
Greeks  ?  They  are  so  called  from  their  religion, 
as  the  Emperor  of  Russia  is  styled  Emperor  of 
the  Greeks.  These  people  are  descended  from 
inhabitants  of  the  Greek  empire,  and  it  is  relig- 
ion that  sepai-ates  them  from  the  Turks.  You 
interfere  for  the  most  degraded  of  the  people  of 
Europe,  and  the  least  fit  for  self-government. 

Justice  is  not  done  to  the  Turk  in  this  debate; 
but  the  author  of  evil  himself  is  entitled  to  jus- 
tice. It  has  been  said  that  "the  massacre  of 
Scio  is  a  scene  without  parallel  in  the  history 
of  fallen  man."  Atrocious  as  it  was,  there  are 
many  cases  in  ancient  and  modern  times,  of 
massacres  far  exceeding  in  atrocity  the  massacre 
of  Scio.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  offer  any  apology 
for  acts  that  I  abhor,  but  error  should  be  cor- 
rected. To  enable  us  to  make  a  just  compari- 
son between  the  Turks  and  their  neighbors,  I 
will  direct  your  attention  to  some  massacres  of 


the  Russians  in  modern  times.  On  the  capture 
of  Ismael,  in  1790,  thirty  thousand  Turks  were 
massacred  in  cold  blood,  and  the  city  given  up 
to  brutality.  On  the  taking  of  Warsaw,  in 
1794,  nine  hours  after  the  place  was  taken,  it 
was  set  on  fire,  and  nine  thousand  unarmed 
persons,  women  and  infants,  perished  in  the 
flames.  These  exploits  were  performed  during 
the  reign  of  the  august  lady  who  has  been  men- 
tioned in  this  debate  ;  and  by  Suwarrow,  who 
afterwards  became  so  great  a  favorite  in  this 
country  that  several  arables  of  dress,  some  of 
them  belonging  to  the  fair  sex,  were  called  after 
him.  A  massacre  in  Cyprus  has  been  mention- 
ed ;  this  reminds  me  of  the  massacre  in  the  same 
island  by  the  Jews  of  two  hundred  and  forty 
thousand  Greeks,  many  of  whom  perished  by 
tortures.  When  the  Christian  Ostrogoths  took 
Milan,  they  massacred  all  the  males,  and  sent 
three  hundred  thousand  females  to  their  allies, 
the  Burgundians.  We  have  been  cariied  on  a 
crusade  to  Jerusalem,  to  recover  the  holy 
sepulchre.  It  may  be  well  to  consider  the 
achievements  of  the  former  crusaders.  When 
they  took  Jerusalem,  seventy  thousand  Moslems 
were  put  to  the  sword,  and  the  Jews  were  shut 
up  in  their  synagogues,  and  burned !  Sir,  un- 
civilized men,  of  whatever  faith,  are  the  same. 
It  is  civilization,  and  not  superstition,  that 
makes  man  humane  and  merciful.  The  Turks 
are  equally  good,  and  equally  bad,  with  Jews 
and  Christians  who  are  equally  uncivilized. 

In  religion,  the  Turks  are  more  tolerant  than 
their  Christian  neighbors.  It  has  been  said  in 
this  debate,  that  seven  millions  of  Christians,  of 
the  Greek  church,  are  found  in  the  Turkish  em- 
pire. This  proves  that  the  Mahometan  is  more 
tolerant  than  the  Holy  Catholic  Church.  Where 
will  you  find  seven  millions  of  dissenters  in  a 
Catholic  country  ?  Go  to  Portugal,  to  Spain,  to 
Italy,  to  Austria,  even  to  France,  you  wiU  not 
find  that  the  same  toleration  has  been  allowed 
as  in  Turkey.  The  Mahometan  conquerors 
offered  a  double  alternative ;  the  Koran,  the 
tribute,  or  the  sword.  It  was  not  so  in  Catho- 
lic countries.  Remember  the  extirpation  of 
the  Albigenses — the  persecution  of  the  Nether- 
lands, under  the  Duke  of  Alva — the  expulsion 
of  the  Huguenots  from  France — ^the  expulsion 
of  the  Moors  from  Spain — the  Inquisition — and 
it  will  be  obvious  that  a  comparison  between 
the  tolerance  of  the  Turks  and  the  Catholics,  is 
altogether  in  favor  of  the  Turks. 

Sir,  the  present  is  a  time  of  imminent  danger, 
and,  therefore,  a  time  for  caution.  Remember 
the  words  of  Washihgton  :  "  Why  quit  your 
own,  to  stand  on  foreign  ground  ?"  Meddle  not 
with  Greece.  I  tell  you,  that  Greece  cannot 
exist  as  a  Republic ;  and  if  allowed  to  become  a 
separate  nation,  under  a  prince  of  her  own,  it 
must  be  under  the  control  of  Russia.  From  the 
position  of  Greece,  between  Russia,  Austria, 
and  Turkey,  it  cannot  maintain  itself  as  an  in- 
dependent nation.  The  revolt  of  Greece  would 
not  have  been  allowed  to  continue  until  this 
time,  but  that  Austria  and  Russia  cannot  agree 
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what  shall  become  of  that  country,  which  each 
of  them  desires  to  possess.  Can  it  be  supposed 
that  the  Allies,  who  are  not  disposed  to  allow 
the  independence  of  South  America,  who  scarce- 
ly tolerate  us,  will  permit  two  or  three  milhons 
of  half  civilized  people,  in  their  vicinity,  to  form 
a  Eepublic?  It  is  not  to  be  expected.  The 
most  that  can  be  done  for  the  advantage  of  the 
Greeks,  is  to  assist  them  to  obtain  favorable 
terms  from  the  Turks.  Our  interference  may 
furnish  a  pretext  to  men  of  blood — to  come 
upon  us;  and,  whatever  may  be  said  of  the 
strength  of  the  United  States,  I  am  not  for  ex- 
posing it  to  trial,  in  a  contest  with  the  Allies. 

The  extensive  and  enlightened  view  of  the 
policy  pursued  by  the  Allied  Powers,  taken  by 
the  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Webster,)  authorizes  a  few  remarks  upon 
the  same  subject.  It  seems  to  me  that  our 
policy  is  to  give  no  reasonable  cause  of  offence, 
and  to  stand  on  our  guard.  It  belongs  to  Eng- 
land to  interfere  with  Greece,  or  the  Allies ; 
and  if  she  is  involved  in  a  war  with  the  Allies, 
for  the  independence  of  nations,  we  ought  to 
give,  her  assurance  that  we  will  not  be  neutral, 
but  wiU  give  her  faithful  and  honorable  sup- 
port. If  we  are  to  be  engaged  in  war  with  all 
the  powers  of  Europe,  it  may  be  better  to 
begin  while  we  can  have  allies  in  the  Spanish 
American  nations ;  for,  it  will  be  obvious,  if  the 
Allies  attack  them,  that  nothing  is  intended  for 
us,  but  the  favor  of  being  the  last  destroyed. 

The  cause  of  freedom,  the  hope  of  mankind, 
depends  on  the  ultimate  success  of  the  hitherto 
snooessfnl  experiment  in  the  science  of  govern- 
ment, making  in  the  United  States.  When  we 
consider  the  importance  of  the  interests  confided 
to  us,  it  must  appear  unpardonable  wantonly  to 
hazard  the  success  of  that  experiment.  If  there 
be  a  mode  of  destroying  civil  liberty,  it  is  by 
leading  this  Government  into  unnecessary  wars. 
There  can  be  no  increase  of  the  happiness  of 
this  people.  Individuals  may  experience  wants ; 
but,  as  a  nation,  we  have  nothing  more  to  ask 
of  Heaven.  All  we  have  to  ask  of  other  na- 
tions is,  friendship  and  "  let  us  alone."  What 
shall  we  deserve  if,  without  necessity,  we  plunge 
this  happy  people  into  war  and  distress  ?  What- 
ever may  be  said  of  the  valor  of  our  people,  and 
the  glory  of  the  nation,  I  should  be  very  un- 
willing to  engage  in  a  war  -with  Europe.  We 
might  defend  ourselves.  I  think  we  should 
successfully  defend  ourselves.  I  am  no  prophet 
of  evil.  We  do  not  act  on  our  own  responsi- 
bility; we  act  for  an  immortal  people.  This 
people  are  to  be  immortal;  but  whether  in 
freedom  or  abject  subjection,  is  uncertain.  This 
people  are  to  be  responsible  for  our  acts,  with 
their  treasure  and  their  blood.  I  am  not  dis- 
posed to  bring  upon  them  a  trial,  such  as  Spain 
passed  through,  in  the  war  waged  against  that 
nation,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  Joseph 
Bonaparte  on  the  throne. 

England  and  the  United  States  seem  to  me  to 
have  a  common  interest  to  resist  these  unholy 
Allies.     '^ '    ■  .    _  J'  I 


rope — ^England  and  the  Allies.    If  Greece  can 
become  an  independent  nation,  let  one  of  them 
take  the  first  step  in  the  recognition.     The 
Allies  are  ruled  by  Russia.     England  holds  the 
fate  of  the  world.      Calculating  on  her  policy, 
I  think  she  will,  she  must,  make  a  stand  against 
Russia.     As  England  cannot  become  the  head 
of  the   Alliance,   her  pride   secures  us.    She 
might  become  one  hand  of  the  Alliance,  allow- 
ing Prance  is  to  be  the  other,  and  Russia  the 
head ;  but  that  situation  would  not  gratify  her 
pride.    England  will  make  a  stand  against  the 
Allies,  and  we  should  support  her.    But  she 
will  not  strike  fot  Greece ;  she  will  pursue  an- 
other course  of  policy,  and  with  good  reason. 
It  is  the  interest  of  England  to  prevent  the  ex- 
tension of  Russian  power.     To  prevent  this  ex- 
tension, it  is  necessary  that  the  Turkish  Empire 
should  be  maintained  one  and  indivisible.  Eng- 
land  may  strike    for  Turkey,   because,   with 
English  aid,  Turkey  may  stand  against  Russia. 
England  will,  if  necessary,  strike  for  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  new  nations  of  Spanish  America. 
She  will  not  suffer  the  Allies  to  add  them  to 
their  confederacy,  or  Spain  to  blot  them  from 
the  map  of  the  world.     My  enmity  to  England 
has  been  very  steady  for  many  years,  but  it 
shall  cease  if  England  takes  up  arms  for  the  in- 
dependence of  nations.    England  and  the  United 
States  can  secure  the  independence  of  nations. 
Whether  the  United  States,  without  England, 
could,  must  be  proved  by  time. 

Let  us  leave  the  fate  of  Greece  and  of  Turkey 
to  England.  If  it  is  the  interest  of  England 
that  the  Turkish  Empire  shall  remain  undivided, 
it  is  our.i.  If  it  is  the  interest  of  England  that 
Turkey  and  Persia  should  be  at  peace,  because 
their  wars  endanger  the  religion  of  Islam,  it  is 
ours.  England  and  the  United  States  have 
now  a  common  cause  and  a  common  interest. 
Russia  is  now  the  great  enemy  of  the  independ- 
ence of  nations  and  of  free  institutions.-  Eng- 
land wiU  not  acknowledge  the  independence  of 
Greece,  for  that  would  divide  and  weaken  the 
Turkish  Empire  ;,and  what  will  then  stop  the 
progress  of  Russia?  Neither  Persia  nor  India. 
Russia  will  establish  an  empire  greater  than  the 
Roman,  in  the  zenith  of  its  power;  fi-om  the 
authority  of  which,  it  wiL  be  in  vain  for  man 
to  attempt  to  escape.  Sir,  our  course,  I  think, 
is  plain.  Let  us  be  moderate  and  just.  Let  us 
offer  no  aggression ;  throw  out  no  menaces,  and 
give  the  Allies  no  pretext  to  quarrel  with  us. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Tuesday,  January  27. 
Beport  of  the  Poslmmt&r  General. 
The  SpiiVKBE  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
of  the  Postmaster  General,  of  such  "further 
measures  as  are  necessary  to  provide  for  a  more 
equitable  compensation  to  deputy  postmasters, 
according  to  the  duties,  and  services  rendered 

q,,  ,    ,----   -.-—--.'  I  tiJ  them,"  prepared  in  obedience  to  a  resolution 

ihere  are  now  only  two  powers  m  Eu- 1  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  adopted  at  the 
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last  session  of  Congress ;  which  report  was  read, 
and  laid  on  the  table.     It  is  as  follows : 

Post  Office  Depaetmeht,  Jan.  24,  1824. 

SiE :  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States,  at  their  last  ses- 
sion, which  "  directed  the  Postmaster  General  to  re- 
port, at  an  early  period  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, what  further  measures  are  necessary  to  provide 
for  a  more  equitable  compensation  to  deputy  post- 
masters, according  to  the  duties  and  services  rendered 
by  them,"  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  the  pres- 
ent mode  of  compensating  deputy  postmasters,  by 
giving  them  a  graduated  per  cent,  upon  moneys 
received  by  them,  is  believed  to  be,  in  most  cases,  the 
most  equitable  that  can  be  adopted.  So  far  as  this 
compensation  extends,  it  is  generally  proportioned  to 
the  labor  required,  and  the  responsibiUty  incurred. 

Deputy  postmasters,  with  a  few  exceptions,  receive 
less  for  their  services  than  any  other  officers  of  the 
General  Government.  But,  as  competent  persons  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  postmasters  have  been  found 
willing  to  serve,  in  every  part  of  the  country,  and  as 
i^the  present  embarrassment  of  this  Department  re- 
quires the  utmost  economy  in  its  expenditures,  it  is 
believed  that  the  pubUc  interest  would  not,  at  this 
time,  be  promoted,  by  a  general  Increase  of  their  com- 
pensation. A  small  addition  of  pay  to  each  post- 
master would  aiford  but  little  benefit  to  the  individual, 
whilst  it  would  take  from  the  receipts  of  the  Depart- 
ment an  amount  so  considerable,  as  to  render  an  ap- 
propriation from  the  Treasury  indispensable.  There 
are,  however,  some  post-offices,  where  the  labor  is 
great,  and  the  perquisites  so  small,  that,  unless  some 
additional  compensation  be  given,  it  is  feared  com- 
petent persons  cannot  long  be  found  to  discharge  the 
duties. 

I  have  endeavored,  though  unsuccessfully,  to  fix 
upon  some  rule,  which  would  give  additional  com- 
pensation, where  it  seems  to  be  indispensable,  with- 
out extending  the  provision  so  far  as  to  render  the 
amount  objectionable.  It  is  believed  that  no  pro- 
vision can  be  made,  embracing  a  class  of  cases,  so  as 
to  give  an  increase  of  pay,  in  the  just  proportion 
which  the  services  require. 

There  are  several  hundred  offices  at  which  pack- 
ages are  distributed,  for  which  no  additional  com- 
pensation is  given.  In  some  cases  this  duty  is  very 
laborious,  whilst  the  perquisites  of  the  offices  are 
very  small.  An  increased  per  cent,  upon  the  moneys 
received  by  each,  would  not  graduate  the  pay  in 
proportion  to  the  service  required,  as,  at  some  offices, 
which  receive  not  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  this  service  is  as  laborious  as  at  others,  where 
more  than  a  thousand  dollars  are  received.  If,  in 
such  cases,  an  increase  of  ten  per  cent,  were  given, 
the  compensation  to  some  would  be  more  than  six 
times  greater  than  to  others. 

More  than  seventy  offices  distribute  packages  after 
ten  o'clock  at  night,  and  before  five  in  the  morning. 
Postmasters  who  discharge  this  duty,  are  entitled  to 
consideration,  not  only  on  account  of  the  labor  which 
they  perform,  but  the  unseasonable  hours  in  which 
they  are  required  to  perform  it.  But,  in  these  cases, 
an  additional  per  cent,  on  the  moneys  received,  would 
not  do  equal  justice,  as  the  disproportion  for  compen- 
sation, for  similar  services,  would  be  as  great  as 
above  stated, 

A  specific  sum,  given  to  each  postmaster  for  this 
service,  would  not  compensate  in  proportion  to  the  la- 


bor performed,  as  the  labor  at  some  offices  is  ten  times 
greater  than  at  others. 

If  the  means  of  the  Department  would  authorize 
the  measure,  an  increase  of  pay  to  postmasters  who 
separate  packages,  and  to  some  others,  would  be 
neither  unjust  nor  impolitic  ;  but,  at  present,  it  seems 
to  be  necessary  to  confine  any  provision  for  an  in- 
crease within  very  narrow  limits. 

On  a  full  consideration  of  the  subject,  it  is  beBeved 
that  a  special  provision,  in  each  case  where  an  in- 
crease of  pay  shall  be  deemed  indispensable,  can  be 
made  with  more  justice  to  the  postmaster,  and  less 
injmy  to  the  revenue  of  "the  Department,  than  any 
other  mode  which  can  be  adopted. 
Which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  McLEAN. 

Hon.  Henry  Clay, 


Feedat,  January  30. 
Navy  Peace  Establishment. 
A  Message  was  received  from  the  Peestoent 
OF  THE  United  States,  as  follows : 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  gf  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  15th  of  December  last,  request- 
ing the  President  of  the  United  States  "  to  communi- 
cate a  plan  for  a  Peace  Establishment  of  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States,"  I  herewith  transmit  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  contains  the 
plan  required. 

In  presenting  this  plan  to  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress, I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  make  some  re- 
marks on  it,  which  the  importance  of  the  subject  re- 
quires, and  experience  justifies. 

If  a  system  of  universal  and  permanent  peace  could 
be  established ;  or,  if,  in  war,  the  belligerent  parties 
would  respect  the  rights  of  neutral  powers,  we  should 
have  no  occasion  for  a  navy  or  an  army.  The  ex- 
pense and  dangers  of  such  establishments  might  be 
avoided.  The  history  of  all  ages  proves  that  this 
cannot  be  presumed ;  on  the  contrary,  that  at  least 
one-half  of  every  century,  in  ancient  as  well  as  mod- 
em times,  has  been  consumed  invwars,  and  often  of 
the  most  general  and  desolating  character.  Nor  is 
there  any  cause  to  infer,  if  we  examine  the  condition 
of  the  nations  with  which  we  have  the  most  inter- 
course and  strongest  political  relations,  that  we  shall, 
in  future,  be  exempt  from  that  calamity,  within  any 
period,  to  which  a  rational  calculation  may  be  ex- 
tended. And  as  to  the  rights  of  neutral  powers,  it  is 
sufficient  to  appeal  to  our  own  experience  to  demon- 
strate how  little  regard  wiU  be  paid  to  them,  when- 
ever they  come  in  conflict  with  the  interest  of  the 
powers  at  war,  while  we  rely  on  the  justice  of  our 
cause  and  on  argument  alone.  The  amount  of  the 
property  of  our  fellow-citizens,  which  was  seized  and 
confiscated,  or  destroyed,  by  the  belligerent  parties, 
in  the  wars  of  the  French  revolution,  and  of  those 
which  followed,  before  we  became  a  party  to  the  war, 
is  almost  incalculable. 

The  whole  movement  of  our  Government,  from  the 
establishment  of  our  independence,  has  been  guided 
by  a  sacred  regard  for  peace.  Situated,  as  we  are,  in 
the  new  hemisphere ;  distant  from  Eiurope,  and  un- 
connected with  its  affairs ;  blessed  with  the  happiest 
Government  on  earth,  and  having  no  objects  of  ambi- 
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tion  to  gratify ;  the  United  States  have  steadily  culti- 
vated the  relations  of  amity  with  every  power.  And 
if,  in  any  European  wars,  a  respect  for  our  rights 
might  be  relied  on,  it  was  undoubtedly  in  those  to 
which  I  have  adverted.  The  conflict  being  vital,  the 
force  being  nearly  equally  balanced,  and  the  result 
uncertain,  each  party  had  the  strongest  motives  of  in- 
terest to  cultivate  onr  good  will,  lest  we  might  be 
thrown  into  the  opposite  scale.  Powerful  as  this  con- 
sideration usually  is,  it  was  nevertheless  utterly  dis- 
regarded, in  almost  every  stage  of,  and  by  every  party 
to,  those  wars.  To  these  encroachments  and  inju- 
ries, our  regard  for  peace  was  finally  forced  to  yield. 
In  the  war  to  which  at  length  we  became  a  party, 
our  whole  coast,  from  St.  Croix  to  the  Mississippi, 
wag  either  invaded  or  menaced  with  invasion  ;  and  in 
many  parts,  with  a  strong,  imposing  force,  both  laud 
and  naval.  In  those  parts  where  the  population  was 
most  dense,  the  pressure  was  comparatively  light; 
but  there  was  scarcely  a  harbor  or  city,  or  any  of  our 
great  inlets,  which  could  be  considered  secure.  New 
York  and  Philadelphia  were  eminently  exposed,  the 
then  existing  works  not  being  sufficient  for  their  pro- 
tection. The  same  remark  is  applicable,  in  a  certain 
extent,  to  the  cities  eastward  of  the  former;  and  as  to 
the  condition  of  the  whole  country  southward  of  the 
latter,  the  events  which  marked  the  war  are  too  recent 
to  require  detail.  Our  armies  and  navy  signalized 
themselves  in  eveiy  quarter  where  they  had  occasion 
to  meet  their  gallant  foe,  and  the  militia  voluntarily 
flew  to  their  aid,  with  a  patriotism,  and  fought  with 
a  bravery,  which  exalted  the  reputation  of  their  Gov- 
ernment and  country,  and  which-did  them  the  highest 
honor.  In  whatever  direction  the  enemy  chose  to 
move  with  their  squadrons  and  to  land  their  troops, 
our  fortifications,  where  any  existed,  presented  but 
little  obstacle  to  them.  They  passed  those  works 
without  difficulty.  Their  squadrons,  in  fact,  annoyed 
our  whole  coast,  not  of  the  sea  only,  but  every  bay 
and  great  river  throughout  its  whole  extent.  In  en- 
tering those  inlets  and  sailing  up  them  with  a  small 
force,  the  effect  was  disastrous,  since  it  never  failed  to 
draw  out  the  whole  population  on  each  side,  and  to 
keep  it  in  the  field  while  the  squadron  remained 
there.  The  expense  attending  this  species  of  defence, 
with  the  exposure  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  waste 
of  property,  may  readily  be  conceived.* 

The  occurrences  which  preceded  the  war,  and  those 
which  attended  it,  were  alike  replete  with  useful  in- 
struction as  to  our  future  policy.  Those  which  mark 
the  first  epoch,  demonstrate  clearly,  that,  in  the  wars 
of  other  powers,  we  can  rely  only  on  force  for  the 
protection  of  our  neutral  rights.  Those  of  the  second 
demonstrate,  with  equal  certainty,  that,  in  any  war 
in  which  we  may  be  engaged  hereafter,  with  a  strong 
naval  power,  the  expense,  waste,  and  other  calami- 
ties, attending  it,  considering  the  vast  extent  of  our 
maritime  frontier,  cannot  fail,  unless  it  be  defended 
by  adequate  fortifications  and  a  suitable  naval  force, 
to  correspond  with  those  which  were  experienced  in 
the  late  war. 

Two  great  objects  are  therefore  to  be  regarded  in 
the  establishment  of  an  adequate  naval  force  :  The 
first,  to  prevent  war,  so  far  as  it  may  be  practicable ; 
the  second,  to  diminish  its  calamities,  when  it  may 


*  Bailroads,  and  the  volunteer  system,  have  altered  all  this. 
The  fear  ofinvasion,  once  so  imposing,  is  now  a  procession 
that  has  passed  by ;  and  all  that  we  could  ask  of  a  foreign 
enemy  now,  would  be  to  come  ashore. 


be  inevitable.  Hence,  the  subject  of  defence  becomes 
intimately  connected,  in  all  its  parts,  in  war  and  in 
peace,  for  the  land  and  at  sea.  No  Government  will 
be  disposed,  in  its  wars  with  other  powers,  to  violate 
our  rights,  if  it  knows  we  have  the  means,  are  pre- 
pared, and  resolved,  to  defend  them.  The  motive  will 
also  be  diminished,  if  it  knows  that  our  defences  by 
land  are  so  well  planned  and  executed,  that  an  in- 
vasion of  our  coast  cannot  be  productive  of  the  evils 
to  which  we  have  heretofore  been  exposed. 

It  was  under  a  thorough  conviction  of  these  truths, 
derived  from  the  admonitions  of  the  late  war,  that 
Congress,  as  early  as  the  year  1816,  during  the  term 
of  my  enlightened  and  virtuous  predecessor,  under 
whom  the  war  had  been  declared,  prosecuted,  and 
terminated,  digested,  and  made  provision  for,  the  de- 
fence of  our  country,  and  support  of  its  rights,  in 
peace  as  well  as  in  war,  by  acts,  which  authorized 
and  enjoined  the  augmentation  of  our  Navy,  to  a  pre- 
scribed limit,  and  the  construction  of  suitable  fortifica- 
tions throughout  the  whole  extent  of  our  maritime 
frontier,  and  wherever  else  they  might  be  deemed  ne- 
cessary. It  is  to  the  execution  of  these  works,  both 
land  and  naval,  and  under  a  thorough  conviction  that 
by  hastening  their  completion  I  should  render  the 
best  service  to  my  country,  and  give  the  most  efiectnal 
support  to  our  free  repnbhcan  system  of  Government 
that  mj  humble  faculties  would  admit  of,  that  I  have 
devoted  so  much  of  my  time  and  labor  to  this  great 
system  of  national  policy,  since  I  came  into  this 
office,  and  shall  continue  to  do  it,  until  my  retirement 
from  it,  at  the  end  of  your  next  session. 

The  Navy  is  the  arm  from  which  our  Government 
will  always  derive  most  aid  in  support  of  our  neutral 
rights.  Every  power  engaged  in  war  will  know  the 
strength  of  our  naval  force,  the  number  of  our  ships 
of  each  class,  their  condition,  and  the  promptitude 
with  which  we  may  bring  them  into  service,  and  will 
pay  due  consideration  to  that  argument.  Justice 
will  always  have  great  weight  in  the  Cabinets  of 
Europe ;  but,  in  long  and  destructive  wars,  exigen- 
cies often  occur  which  press  so  vitally  on  them,  that, 
unless  the  argument  of  force  is  brought  to  its  aid,  it 
will  be  disregarded.  Our  land  forces  will  always 
perform  their  duty  in  the  event  of  war ;  hut  they  must 
perform  it  on  the  land.  Our  Navy  is  the  arm  which 
must  be  principally  relied  on  for  the  annoyance  of  the 
commerce  of  flie  enemy,  and  for  the  protection  of 
our  own;  and  also,  by  co-operation  with  the  land 
forces,  for  the  defence  of  the  country.  Capable  of 
moving  in  any  and  every  direction,  it  possesses  the 
faculty,  even  when  remote  from  our  coast,  of  extend- 
ing its  aid  to  every  iaterest  on  which  the  security  and 
welfare  of  our  Union  depend.  Annoying  the  com- 
merce of  the  enemy,  and  menacing,  in  turn,  its  coast, 
provided  the  force  on  each  side  is  nearly  equally  bal- 
anced, it  will  draw  its  squadrons  from  our  own ;  and, 
in  case  of  invasion  by  a  powerful  adversary,  by  a  land 
and  naval  force,  which  is  always  to  be  anticipated, 
and  ought  to  be  provided  against,  our  Navy  may,  by 
lUse  co-operation  with  our  land  forces,  render  essential 
aid  in  protecting  our  interior  from  incursion  and  de- 
predation. 

The  great  object,  in  the  event  of  war,  is  to  stop 
the  enemy  at  the  coast.  If  this  is  done,  our  cities, 
and  whole  interior,  will  be  secure.  For  the  accom- 
plishment of  this  object,  our  folrtifications  must  be 
pnncipally  relied  on.  By  placing  strong  works  near 
the  mouths  of  our  great  inlets,  in  such  positions  as  to 
command  the  eutranoe  into  them,  as  may  be  done  in 
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many  instances,  it  will  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible, 
for  sbips  to  pass  them,  especially  if  other  precautions, 
and  particularly  that  of  steam-batteries,  aro  resorted 
to,  in  their  aid.  In  the  wars  between  other  powers, 
into  which  we  may  be  drawn  in  support  of  our  neu- 
tral rights,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  this  defence 
would  be  adequate  to  the  purpose  intended  by  it ;  nor 
can  it  be  doubted  that  the  knowledge  that  such  works 
existed,  would  form  a  strong  motive,  with  any  power, 
not  to  invade  our  rights,  and  thereby  contribute  es- 
sentially to  prevent  war.  There  are,  it  is  admitted, 
some  entrances  into  our  interior,  which  are  of  such 
vast  extent,  that  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  for 
any  works,  however  extensive,  or  well  posted,  to 
command  them.  Of  this  class,  the  Chesapeake  Bay, 
which  is  an  arm  of  the  sea,  may  be  given  as  an  ex- 
ample. But,  in  my  judgment,  even  this  bay  may  be 
defended  against  any  power  with  whom  we  may  be  in- 
volved in  war  as  a  third  party,  in  the  defence  of  our 
neutral  rights.  By  erecting  strong  works  at  the 
mouth  of  James  Eiver,  on  both  sides,  near  the  Capes, 
as  we  are  now  doing,  and  at  Old  Point  Comfort  and 
the  Rip  Raps,  and  connecting  those  works  together 
by  chains,  whenever  the  enemy's  force  appeared, 
placing  in  the  rear  some  large  ships  and  steam-batte- 
ries, the  passage  up  the  river  would  be  rendered  im- 
practicable. This  guard  would  also  tend  to  protect 
the  whole  country  bordering  on  the  bay,  and  rivers 
emptying  into  it ;  as  the  hazard  would  be  too  great 
for  the  enemy,  however  strong  his  naval  force,  to 
ascend  the  bay,  and  leave  such  a  naval  force 
behind ;  since,  in  the  event  of  a  storm,  whereby  his 
vessels  might  be  separated,  or  of  a  calm,  the  ships 
and  steam-batteries,  behind  the  works,  might  rush 
forth  and  destroy  them.  It  could  only  be  in  the  event 
of  an  invasion  by  a  great  power,  or  a  combination  of 
several  powers,  and  by  land  as  well  as  by  naval  forces, 
that  those  works  could  be  carried ;  and  even  then, 
they  could  not  fail  to  retard  the  movement  of  the 
enemy  into  the  country,  and  to  give  time  for  the  col- 
lection of  our  regular  troops,  militia,  and  volunteers, 
to  that  point,  and  thereby  contribute  essentially  to 
his  ultimate  defeat  and  expulsion  from  our  territory. 

Under  a  strong  impression,  that  a  Peace  Establish- 
ment of  our  Navy  is  connected  with  the  possible  event 
of  war,  and  that  the  naval  force  intended  for  either 
state,  however  small  it  may  be,  is  connected  with  the 
general  system  of  public  defende,  I  have  thought  it 
proper,  in  communicating  this  report,  to  submit 
these  remarks  on  the  whole  subject. 

JAKES  MONROE. 

Washington,  Jaima/ry  30,  1824. 

The  Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 


Ttjbsdat,  February  10. 
Swneys  for  Roads  and  Oa/nals. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  to  obtain  the  necessary  plans,  estimates, 
&c.,  in  relation  to  roada  and  canals. 

Mr.  Flotd  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill — but,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Eandolph,  withdrew  the  motion ;  and 

Mr.  Eaitdoi-ph  moved  that  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed ;  and,  on 
his  motion,  the  ayes  and  noes  were  ordered  to 
be  taken  upon  it. 


Before  the  question  was  taken,  however, 

Mr.  Saitndkes  moved  that  the  bUl  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Koads  and  Canals, 
with  instructions  "  to  designate  such  roads  and 
canals  of  a  national  importance  in  a  commercial 
or  military  point  of  view,  or  necessary  for  the 
transportation  of  the  public  mail,  as  may  be 
deemed  proper  and  expedient  to  have  surveyed 
and  reported  upon." 

And  the  question  being  on  recommitment,  it 
was  then  put  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Satindbes, 
to  recommit  the  bill  ♦ith  instructions,  and  the 
yeas  and  nays  stood — yeas  38,  nays  116. 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  Eandoiph's 
motion  for  indefinite  postponement,  it  was  de- 
cided by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  36,  nays  113. 

So  the  House  refused  to  postpone  the  biU. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  engrossing  the 
bill  for  a  third  reading — and  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  called  for  by  Mr.  MoCot,  stood  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allison,  Bailey,  Baylies,  J.  S. 
Barbour,  Bartley,  Beeoher,  Blair,  Breck,  Brent, 
Brown,  CampbeU  of  Ohio,  Carter,  Cassedy,  Coudict, 
Cook,  Crowninshield,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Durfee, 
Dwight,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ellis,  Far- 
relly,  Forward,  Forsyth,  Fuller,  Garrison,  Gazlay, 
Govan,  Gurley,  Hamilton,  Harris,  Hayden,  Hemp- 
hill, Henry,  Herkimer,  Holoombe;  Houston,  Ingham, 
Isacks,  Jennings,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson, 
F.  Johnson,  Kent,  Kromer,  Lawrence,  Lee,  Letcher, 
Little,. Livingston,  Locke,  McArthur,  MoDuffie,  Mo- 
Kean,  McKee,  McKim,  MoLane  of  Delaware,  Mc- 
Lean of  Ohio,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Mercer, 
Metcalfe,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell 
of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore  of  Alabama, 
Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  Owen,  Patterson  of  Penn- 
sylvania Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania, 
Poinsett,  Prince,  Rankin,  Reynolds,  Rich,  Rogers. 
Ross,  Sandford,  Scott,  Sloane,  Wm.  Smith,  Spence, 
Sjtandefer,  J.  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Storrs,  Strong, 
Swan,  Test,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Trimble, 
Udree,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio, 
Vinton,  Warfield,  Wayne,  Webster,  Whittlesey, 
White,  Wickliffe,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  and 
Wilson  of  Ohio— 115. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen  of 
Massachusetts,  Archer,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  P.  P. 
Barbour,  Bartlett,  Bassett,  Bradley,  Buck,  Burleigh, 
Burton,  Cady,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  South  Car- 
olina, Gary,  Clark,  Cobb,  Collins,  Conner,  Crafts, 
Craig,  Culpeper,  Day,  DwineU,  Eaton,  Edwards  of 
North  Carolina,  Findlay,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut, 
Foote  of  New  York,  Frost,  Gamett,  Gatlin,  Gist, 
HaU,  Harvey,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hooks, 
Jenkins,  Kidder,  Lathrop,  Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Litch- 
field, Livermore,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  Man- 
gum,  Mallary,  Markley,  Matson,  Plumer  of  New 
Hampshire,  Randolph,  Reed,  Richards,  Rives,  Saun- 
ders, Sharpe,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander 
Smyth,  Spaight,  Sterling,  A.  Stevenson,  Stoddard, 
Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tomlin- 
son,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Tyson,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Whip- 
ple, Whitman,  Williams  of  New  York,  Williams  of 
Viroinia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Wilson  of 
South  Carolina,  Wood,  and  Woods — 86. 

To-morrow  was  then  assigned  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  said  biU. 
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Mr.  Tod  then  moved  that  the  House  go  into 
Committee  of  the  "Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  with  a  view  to  take  up  the  bill  for  a  re- 
vision of  the  tariff. 

Mr.  Eandolph  rose,  and  said :  "  Sufficient  for 
the  day  is  the  evil  thereof" — ^I  hope  the  House 
will  do  no  such  thing. 

Mr.  Hamilton  was  going  on  with  some  re- 
marks, bearing  in  part  on  the  merits  of  the  bill, 
when  Mr.  Taylob  called  him  to  order — and  the 
Ohair  decided  that  he  was  out  of  order,  on  a 
question  merely  to  take  up  the  bill,  to  go  into 
its  merits. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Tod's  mo- 
tion, and  carried — ayes  93,  noes  83. 

The  House  accordingly  went  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr. 
CoNDioT  in  the  chair ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Too,  took  up  the  tariff  bill ;  which  was  read,  in 
part,  at  the  Clerk's  table. 

Some  progress  having  been  made  in  the  read- 
ing— 

On  motion  of  Mr.  "Webster,  the  committee 
rose,  reported  progress,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 


"WEDisrESDAT,  February  11. 
The  Twriff  Bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tod,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  "Whole,  (Mr.  Condict  in  the 
chair,)  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts 
for  imposing  duties  on  imports. 

Mr.  Tod  said,  that  the  subject  of  protecting 
domestic  manufactures,  by  duties  on  imports, 
had  been  so  often  discussed,  that  a  particular 
explanation  on  the  part  of  the  committee,  would 
not  probably  be  wanted.  That  he  should  state 
the  details  and  objects  of  the  bill,  and  some  of 
the  reasons  in  their  favor,  as  briefly  as  possible. 
That  there  was  nothing  here  proposed  that  was 
new  in  principle — ^nothing  but  to  extend  and 
equalize  a  system  which  experience  had  shown 
to  be  most  beneficial,  and  to  give  to  other  de- 
partments of  domestic  industry,  and  other  op- 
pressed portions  of  the  community,  something 
of  that  protection  which  our  laws  had  so  liber- 
ally and  wisely  given  to  the  cultivators  of  cotton, 
of  sugar,  and  to  all  the  interests  of  navigation. 

One  object  of  the  bill,  said  Mr.  T.,  is,  that,  as 
to  some  certain  manufactured  articles,  the  raw 
materials  of  which  exist  in  abundance  at  home, 
we  should,  by  legislative  provision,  give  to  our 
own  workmen,  not  the  exclusive  supply  and 
command  of  even  our  own  market,  but  barely 
give  them  a  part  of  the  business  of  furnishing 
our  own  people  with  the  plain,  rough  necessaries 
of  life.  That  another  object  of  equal  impor- 
tance was  that,  instead  of  continuing  to  support 
the  agriculturists  of  Europe  in  aCnpst  every 
thing,  we  may  be  compelled,  by  using  more 
home  manufactiired  articles,  to  give  to  the  far- 
mers of  our  own  country  some  market  for  their 
products.  And  another  object,  not  inferior  in 
magnitude  to  either  of  the  former  two,  was,  to 


give  to  the  country  that  strength  and  power 
which  arises  from  possessing,  within  itself,  the 
means  of  defence,  and  to  rescue  it  from  the 
danger  and  disgrace  of  habitual  reliance  upon 
foreign  nations  for  the  common  daily  necessaries 
of  life. 

That  the  duties  proposed  were  upon  two  dis- 
tinct classes  of  articles.  One  class  is  that  upon 
silks,  linens,  cutlery,  spices,  and  some  other 
things  of  less  importance,  most  of  which  are  not 
necessaries  by  any  means,  and  which,  with  few 
exceptions,  do  not  much  interfere  with  any  home 
production,  or  with  any  manufacture  which  the 
country  is  now  prepared  for.  That  most  of  these 
articles  were  charged,  in  the  bill,  with  the 
identical  increase  recommended  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury — this  for  the  purpose  of 
revenue  chiefly,  and  to  make  up  to  the  Govern- 
ment the  deficiencies  which  may  probably  be 
occasioned  by  checking  the  excessive  importa- 
tion bf  other  articles — ^but,  that  the  important 
duties  proposed  in  the  biU  were  for  the  purposes 
of  protection,  and  were  upon  iron,  hemp,  lead, 
glass,  wool,  and  woollen  goods. 

Mr.  T.  said  he  was  not  going  to  trouble  the 
committee  with  a  debate  upon  the  question, 
whether  our  country  ought  to  be  dependent  upon 
the  monarchies  of  Europe  for  those  necessary 
articles,  if  such  dependence  can  be  avoided. 
Upon  that  matter  he  was  content  to  take  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  such  as  it  was  already, 
and  would  go  on  to  ask  whether  such  depend- 
ence couM  be  avoided. 

It  is  known  that  almost  every  State  in  the 
Union  is  capable  of  producing  iron  sufficient  for 
the  supply  of  its  own  population,  and  many  of 
them  a  great  deal  more ;  and  that  this  can  be 
effected  without  taking  a  single  hand  from  any 
profitable  employment,  and  without  any  stimu- 
lous.  except  ttat  of  a  market. 

As  to  hemp,  it  was  not  extravagant  to  say, 
that,  of  first-rate  hemp  land,  for  every  one  acre 
which  can  be  found,  throughout  all  Europe,  we 
have,  perhaps,  ten  acres  cleared,  and  not  appl- 
cable  to  any  other  profitable  cultivation.  That 
in  lead,  we  may  challenge  the  globe,  having  not 
mines  only,  but  whole  territories  of  the  richest 
ore,  perfectly  inexhaustible,  and  this  in  the 
vicinity  of  navigable  waters.  That,  of  wool,  it 
was  certain  that  not  only  every  State,  but  every 
district  of  every  State,  was  capable  of  produ- 
cing enough,  at  least,  for  all  our  own  uses. 
That  of  glass,  the  materials  are  every  where.  If 
Providence,  said  Mr.  T.,  meant  any  country  to 
be  independent  of  others  for  the  means  of  sub- 
sistence, that  country  is  ours.  The  question 
then  comes.  Have  our  people  industry  and  spirit 
enough  to  maJse  nse  of  these  natural  advantages 
of  the  country  ?  The  only  effectual  protection, 
generally,  which  our  manufacturers  ever  had, 
was  by  the  late  war.  Thus,  possessing  by  acci- 
dent what  other  nations  give  by  legislation  to 
their  own  people,  the  command  of  the  home 
market,  our  workmen  made  a  progress  that 
never  was  exceeded  any  where.  Iron  was  fab- 
ricated to  an  extent  wanting  but  about  three 
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thousand  tons  of  the  whole  consumption  of  the 
country.  Our  woollen  manufactures,  though  not 
quite  so  far  advanced,  were  carried  on  with 
equal  vigor,  and  with  the  same  prospect  of  ul- 
timate success,  or  rather  with  the  same  certain- 
ty of  soon  becoming  fully  adequate  to  the  wants 
of  the  country.  Our  home  supply  of  white  and 
red  lead,  and  shot,  was  equally  sufficient. 
Earthen  wares  were  fabricated  in  immense 
qualities,  and  with  an  elegance  beginning  to 
rival  the  workmanship  of  Europe.  In  glass,  our 
people  not  only  began  to  rival,  but  actually  had 
rivalled,  the  workmen  of  England.  Except  some 
fine  articles  rarely  wanted,  we  were  supplied 
altogether  from  the  home  manufacture.  It  ia 
notorious,  said  Mr.  T.,  that  all  our  manufactures 
of  iron,  lead,  glass,  earthen  wares,  woollen  and 
cotton  goods,  flourished.  "We  say  that  they  also 
caused  the  country  to  flourish,  by  giving  em- 
ployment to  the  industrious,  a  market  _to  the 
farmer,  value  to  property,  life  to  every  sort  of 
valuable  business. 

Peace  came,  and  shortly  after,  the  new  tariff. 
It  may,  said  Mr.  T.,  be  deemed  absurd  to  argue 
now  against  a  law  which  passed  eight  years 
ago,  and  the  mischief  of  which,  whatever  it  is, 
may  now  be  supposed  to  be  done  and  irretriev- 
able. But  the  mischief  of  it  is  not  yet  finished. 
The  tariff  of  1816,  is  what  is  here  proposed  to 
be  repealed  in  part,  and  it  is  necessary  now  to 
protest  against  the  impolicy  of  the  measure. 
"What  at  that  time  was  the  situation  of  the 
country  every  one  knows.  The  most  impor- 
tant of  our  manufacturing  establishments  were 
just  beginning.  They  were  yet  to  gain  skill  in 
management,  system,  habit,  all  the  indispen- 
Bable  requisites  which  experience  only  can  give. 
Probably  nine-tenthSj^  at  least,  of  the  owners 
were  in  debt,  and  only  getting  slowly  out  of  it 
by  the  weekly  profits  of  their  business.  In  a 
word,  according  to  the  emphatic  name  long 
ago  given  by  universal  popular  consent,  they 
were,  in  every  respect,  infant  manufactures. 
To  expect  that,  under  such  circumstances,  our 
countrymen  should  be  able  to  rival  in  cheap- 
ness the  old,  established  foreign  manufactures, 
was  to  expect  what  never  yet  happened  in  any 
country.  So  that,  what  in  1816  was  called  a 
moderate  protecting  duty,  would  scarcely  have 
been  adequate  protection  against  a  fair  and 
liberal  European  competition,  but  was  absolute- 
ly nothing  against  the  little  tricks  of  oppression 
by  which  wealthy  foreign  manufacturers  can 
afford  to  throw  away  cargoes  of  their  goods,  at 
reduced  prices,  or  at  noprices,  in  order  to  break 
down  a  growing  rival,  and  indemnify  them- 
selves by  fleecing  the  whole  country  afterwards. 

It  was  not,  continued  Mr.  T.,  said  or  believed, 
that  there  was  any  design  by  the  tariff  of  1816, 
to  put  down  our  rising  manufactures.  But  the 
mistake  was  not  pernicious. 

It  was  the  fashion  of  the  day  to  consider  the 
question  of  protection  to  domestic  industry,  not 
as  a  question  between  our  manufacturers  and 
those  abroad,  or  between  our  own  country  and 
foreign  nations,  but  as  a  question  merely  be- 


tween our  own  manufacturers  on  the  one  side, 
and  all  the  remaining  classes  of  our  own  people 
on  the  other ;  and  that  whatever  could  be  with- 
held from  the  mechanic  was  not  to  be  lost  to 
the  nation — not  at  all,  but  only  divided  among 
the  farmers,  the  planters,  and  the  merchants. 
Then  there  was  the  cry  about  taxing  the  many 
for  the  benefit  of  the  few;  and  monopoly. 
But  what  had  chief  effect  in  destroying  our 
manufactures,  and  almost  bringing  us  back 
again  into  colonial  bondage,  was  that  theory  of 
foreign  speculative  writers  called  political  econ- 
omists. A  doctrine  which  is  now  mentioned, 
because  it  is  yet  adhered  to,  and  if  not  opposed, 
is  now  as  conclusive  against  the  biU  as  it  was 
in  1816  against  any  efficient  protection  of  do- 
mestic industry.  This  doctrine  teaches  that  all 
interference  like  the  present,  by  legislation,  has 
merely  the  effect  to  force  capital  from  one  em- 
ployment into  another.  That  this  forcing  can 
only  be  from  an  employment  more  productive 
into  an  employment  less  productive,  to  the 
certain  injury  of  the  community.  The  argu- 
ment prevailed.    We  have  seen  the  effects. 

Under  this  tariff,  said  Mr.  T.,  first  went  all 
the  newly  erected  mannfaotm-es  of  earthen 
ware.  They  and  their  workmen  are  now  no 
more  talked  of  than  if,  they  never  had  existed. 
In  the  same  way  went  the  most  of  our  glass 
factories,  our  manufactures  of  white  and  red 
lead,  our  woollens,  our  hemp.  Domestic  iron 
has  lingered  a  while  longer,  and  stUl  holds  a 
feeble  existence,  dwindling  every  year,  and 
gradually  sinking  under  foreign  importations. 
AU  the  devastations  and  losses  of  the  war  were 
nothing  compared  with  the  devastations  and 
losses  of  manufacturing  capital  under  the  tariff 
of  1816. 

Thus,  SU-,  said  Mr.  T.,  for  these  plain,  com- 
mon necessaries,  which  our  own  country  is  so 
competent  to  .  produce,  lead,  hemp,  earthen 
wares,  woollen  goods,  and  unmanufactm-ed 
iron,  we  go  on  paying  a  tribute  to  foreigners 
of  more  than  thirteen  millions  of  dollars  a 
year;  and,  from  a  visionary  fear  of  forcing 
capital  into  an  unproductive  channel,  by  pro- 
tecting domestic  industry,  we  have  ended_  by 
forcing  our  own  manufacturing  capital  into 
non-existence,  and  our  workmen  into  beggary. 
What  advantage  has  accrued  to  any  portion  of 
the  community  to  compensate  for  this  loss? 
Who  is  benefited?  Not  the  farmer.  His  share 
of  the  gains  from  the  suppression  of  manufac- 
tures is  only  to  have  the  produce  of  his  farm 
left  perishing  on  his  hands  for  want  of  a  mar- 
ket. As  little  has  the  merchant  gained,  whose 
profits  have  been  sinkiag  with  the  decay  of 
domestic  industry.  As  little  has  the  Govern- 
ment gained,  which,  twice,  in  time  of  peace, 
has  been  compelled  to  resort  to  loans  to  defray 
its  yearly  expenses. 

It  is  supposed,  said  Mr.  T.,  that,  during  the 
war,  our  manufacturer  took  advantage  of  the 
situation  of  the  country,  and  extorted  high 
prices;  and  that  now  he  may  he  enabled  to 
lay  his  neighbors  under  contribution,  and  ex- 
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tort  prices  exactly  in  proportion  to  the  increase 
of  the  duties.  It  is  probable  enough  that, 
during  the  war,  and  at  all  other  times,  our 
manufacturers  have  taken  the  highest  market 
prices  for  their  goods.  Buy  where  you  can 
buy  the  cheapest,  is  the  maxim  of  the  political 
economist,  without  inquiring  whether  you  buy 
from'  a  friend  or  an  enemy.  Whether  this 
maxim  is  right  or  not,  one  thing  is  certain,  that, 
sell  where  you  can  sell  the  highest,  has  been 
the  general  practice  of  every  seller  since  the 
world  began,  and  to  expect  otherwise,  is  to  ex- 
,pect  an  impracticable  refinement  in  the  morality 
of  trade,  and  useless,  even  if  it  were  practicable. 

But,  said  Mr.  T.,  the  objection  seems  founded 
on  a  total  mistake  in  another  respect.    High 
duties  on  the  rival  imports  are  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  the  manufacturer  to  sell  his 
wares  high,  and  never  can  have  that  effect,  but 
precisely  the  opposite  effect.     Mr.  T.  spoke 
only  of  those  articles  which  can  be  made  at 
home  to  any  necessary  extent,  and  the  raw 
material  of  which  abounds  at  home.    It  is  pro- 
tection only  which  enables  the  manufacturer  to 
sell  them  cheaply.     And  protection  will  be 
found  invariably  to  have  that  effect  in  England, 
in  France,  in  this  country,  in  every  country 
that  we  know  of.     The  reason  why  protection 
from  foreign  rivals  should  be  so  absolutely 
necessary  to  the  cheapness  of  any  manufacture, 
need  not  be  accurately  inquired  into,  when  we 
know  the  invariable  fact.    Perhaps  it  is  that 
cheapness  depends  essentially  upon  the  assur- 
ance of   a  market ;    a  steady  demand.  .  The 
great  market,  the  home  market,  creates  this 
demand.     The  profits  of  business,  to  be  very 
small,   must  be  very  certain.    This  certainly 
can  never  be  had  without  an  exclusion  of  ac- 
cidental supplies.    Probably  an  auction  of  car- 
goes of  cotton  goods  every  month,  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  best-established  cotton  manu- 
factory in  England,  would,  in  two  years'  time, 
be  sufficient  to  break  it  down.    Such  exclusion 
is  peculiarly  necessary  to  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments when  beginning.    No  industry,  no 
skill,  no  economy,  can  hold  them  up  if  aban- 
doned by  their  Government,  and  left  exposed  to 
be  undersold  by  foreign  rivals,  who  know  that 
to  stop  them  is  to  destroy  them.     So  familiar 
is  this  to  the  two  greatest  manufacturing  nations 
of  the  world,  England  and  Prance,  that,  when 
they  mean  peculiarly  to  cherish  any  manufac- 
ture, (which  they  invariably  do,  every  manu- 
facture which  their  people  are,  or  can  be  made 
competent  to,)  they  do  not  content  themselves 
with  a  duty  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  per  cent, 
on  the  foreign  rival  commodity,  but  they  im- 
pose a  duty  nearly  equal  to,  and  sometimes 
above,  the  value  of  the  article,  or  they  prohibit 
it  altogether. 

As  to  details  of  the  bill,  Mr.  T.  observed, 
that,  on  cotton  goods,  the  bUl  left  the  duties 
as  it  found  them,  with  one  exception.  The 
minimum  valuation  of  imported  cloths  is  raised 
from  twenty-five  cents  the  square  yard,  to 
thirty-five  cents.    The  intent  is  to  give  protec- 


tion to  fabrics  superior  in  fineness,  by  two  or 
three  grades,  to  those  which  are  now  protected. 
As  to  the  very  lowest  priced  goods,  and  those  in 
the  second  and  third  grades  from  the  lowest, 
the  addition  here  proposed  to  the  duty  is  merely 
nominal.  Those  goods  will  never  be  imported. 
The  duty,  as  to  them,  is  already  effectual.  It 
is  clear  that  immense  benefits  have  accrued  to 
the  country  from  that  prohibition.  This  valuar 
tion  of  thirty-five  cents  prohibits  no  cotton 
goods  which  may  not  be  fabricated  better  at 
home  than  any  imported,  and  cheaper,  too, 
most  certainly,  as  soon  as  foreign  competition 
is  excluded,  and  never  before. 

A  specific  duty  is  proposed,  of  six  cents  per 
square  yard,  on  cotton  bagging.  It  is  under- 
stood that  the  war,  which  excluded  importer 
tions,  gave  to  Kentucky  and  other  Western 
States,  the  opportunity  to  supply  the  cotton- 
growers  with  bagging — a  trade  not  hurtful  to 
either  side,  but  which  is  now  prostrated.  The 
duty  of  six  cents  is  intended  to  be  protective 
and  prohibitory,  and  to  give  to  those  States 
which  manufacture  the  bagging,  and  which 
consume  vast  quantities  of  cotton,  an  advantage 
corresponding  in  a  very  small  degree  with  the 
protecting  duty  enjoyed  by  the  cotton-grower 
of  three  cents  a  pound. 

As  to  the  specific  duties  on  sundry  articles 
of  hardware,  Mr.  T.  said  those  were  taken 
chiefly  from  a  list  furnished  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  some  years  ago,  in  answer  to  a 
call  from  the  House.  This  was  from  a  desire 
to  substitute  specific  duties  wherever  prac- 
ticable. Complaints  are  made,  that,  in  some 
items,  the  change  proposed  will  be  incon- 
venient. If  the  committee  think  so,  these  will 
be- struck  out. 


Thuesdat,  February  12. 
The  Tariff  Bill 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  amend 
the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imports. 

The  question  pending,  from  yesterday,  was 
on  the  motion  to  amend  the  biU,  by  striking 
out  the  words  following,  viz :  "  On  all  foreign 
distilled  spirits,  fifteen  per  centum  upon  the 
duties  now  imposed  by  law,  and  in  addition 
thereto." 

Mr.  WioExiFFB,  of  Kentucky,  first  rose,  in 
continuation  of  the  debate  on  this  motion, 
which  he  considered  as  involving  the  great 
principle  of  this  bill,  and  particularly  so  far  as 
it  affected  that  section  of  the  Union  which  he 
represented — a  consideration  which,  he  hoped, 
would  excuse  his  troubling  the  committee  at 
this  time.  Looking  at  the  contents  of  this  bill, 
at  the  province  of  the  committee  which  report- 
ed it,  and  the  grounds  on  which  it  had  beefl 
supported,  he  regarded  it  as  a  bill  intended  for 
the  protection  of  manufactures,  and  not,  as  it 
seemed  to  be  considered  by  the  supporters  of 
the  motion,  as  a  commercial  or  a  revenue  bill. 
Mr.  W.  said  he  was  himself  disposed,  by  ifl- 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


669 


Fbbeuabt,  1824.] 


The  Tariff  Bill. 


[H.  OF  E. 


creasing  the  duties  on  imports,  to  extend  to 
the  infant  mannfactnres  of  the  country,  and  to 
the  encouragement  of  its  industry,  aU  the  pro- 
tection that  can  he  given  to  them.  But,  whilst 
he  would  do  this,  he  was  not  disposed,  hy  over- 
doing this  encouragement,  to  he  led  into  a  state 
of  things  which  would  necessarily  result  in  the 
establishment  of  a  system  of  internal  taxation 
ill  the  country.  He  did  not  believe,  he  said, 
that  the  Union  is  prepared,  at  this  time,  for 
that  state  of  things.  He  spoke  with  great  con- 
fidence for  that  portion  of  it  by  whose  kindness 
he  had  now  the  privilege  of  addressing  the 
House.  However  anxious  the  people  of  that 
part  of  the  country  might  be  to  promote  the 
interests  of  domestic  manufactures,  they  were 
not  prepared  to  go  the  length  which  some  gen- 
tlemen, not  in  debate  on  this  floor,  indeed,  but 
in  private  conversation,  had  seemed  to  intimate 
that  this  measure  would  carry  xis.  They,  said 
Mr.  W.,  have  no  fondness  for  your  excisemen 
and  tax-gatherers;  They  learned  a  song  in 
1798,  the  memory  of  which  they  yet  cherish, 
the  chorus  of  which  is  "Liberty  and  no  Ex- 
cise!" In  time  of  war,  he  said,  they  would 
cheerfully  submit  to  the  burdens  of  internal 
taxation,  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the 
armies  and  navies  of  the  country ;  but,  in  time 
of  peace,  they  would  as  soon  welcome  a  real 
blue-light  man  among  them,  as  an  exciseman. 
They  would  as  soon  haU,  as  brothers,  those 
"just  men  made  perfect,"  who,  after  having,  by 
their  entangling  commercial  relations,  brought 
the  country  into  a  war,  seemed  to  think  that 
the  maohhiery  of  our  Government  was  not 
competent  to  its  successful  prosecution. 


Ttjesday,  February  17. 
The  Tcuriff  Bill. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Condiot  in  the  chair,)  on 
the  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  respecting 
the  duties  on  imports. 

The  question  pending  from  the  last  day  of 
sitting,  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bbbnt  to 
strike  out  the  clause  imposing  a  duty  of  six 
cents  per  square  yard  on  cotton  bagging  im- 
ported— 

Mr.  McDTTrnE  commenced  a  speech  of  half 
an  hour,  in  favor  of  striking  out  this  clause  of 
the  bill,  by  stating  the  grave  and  solemn  feel- 
ings with  which  this  discussion  impressed  him, 
however  slight  the  subject  might,  at  &st  view, 
appear.  He  perfectly  agreed,  he  said,  with  the 
honorable  Speaker,  that,  in  the  legislation  of 
this  country,  the  most  scrupulous  regard  should 
be  had  to  the  general  harmony ;  but  he  put  it 
to  the  Speaker,  whether  it  was  not  the  intro- 
duction of  such  a  bill  which  was  like  to  disturb 
that  harmony,  rather  than  its  discussion,  &c. 
By  the  course  of  this  discussion,  said  Mr.  McD., 
we  are  admonished  that  this  subject  does  not 
belong  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
"What  is  the  question  before  us?    It  is  not  a 


question  for  providing  for  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare,  or  for  maintaining  the  in- 
dependence of  the  country.  It  is  not  a  question 
which  is  urged  upon  us  on  national  grounds  at 
all,  but  it  is  a  question  distinctly  arraying 
against  each  other  the  interests  of  two  different 
sections  of  the  confederacy.  All  the  arguments 
by  which  the  proposed  duty  is  supported  have 
been,  therefore,  and  necessarily  must  be,  of  a 
sectional  character.  When  gentlemen  are  at- 
tempting, by  legislation,  to  affect  the  interests 
of  two  sections  of  tlSe  Union  relatively  to  each 
other,  how  can  they  throw  upon  us  the  respon- 
sibility of  that  feeling  which  the  discussion 
may  excite  ?  But,  Mr.  McD.  said,  however  he 
might  feel  on  the  occasion,  he  would  not  permit 
his  feelings  to  enter  into  the  discussion.  He 
should  appeal  to  the  judgment,  candor,  and 
liberality  of  the  committee;  and,  if  the  im- 
policy of  the  proposed  tax  could  not  be  sus- 
tained by  argument,  on  that  appeal,  he  would 
abandon  altogether  his  opposition  to  it. 

Adverting  to  the  suggestion  that  the  culture 
of  cotton  has  been  brought  into  existence  and 
sustained  by  protecting  duties,  Mr.  McD.  said, 
with  whatever  pleasure  he  listened  to  the  argu- 
ments of  gentlemen,  and  their  statements  of 
facts,  his  patience  almost  forsook  him  when 
this  strange  position  was  attempted  to  be  main- 
tained. To  tell  him  that  the  culture  of  cotton 
ever  had  been  protected  by  the  legislation  of 
the  Government,  was  to  insult  his  understand- 
ing. Estimating  the  average  value  of  cotton, 
where  it  is  grown,  at  twenty-five  cents,  the 
duty  on  the  importation  of  foreign  cotton  being 
three  cents  per  pound,  was  in  fact  only  twelve 
and  a  half  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  less  than  the 
average  duty  laid  on  all  other  objects  for  the 
purposes  of  revenue  alone,  and  could  therefore 
not  be  regarded,  either  in  intention  or  in  fact, 
as  a  protecting  duty.  The  fact  was,  that,  from 
the  moment  its  culture  sprung  into  existence  in 
this  country,  it  had  defied  all  competition — 
there  never  had  been  a  moment  in  which  it 
would  not  have  defied  competition  with  the 
cotton  of  any  country  on  earth.  Was  cotton 
raised,  in  the  begiiming,  for  the  use  of  our  own 
manufactories,  or  for  any  purpose  in  which 
foreign  cotton  could  come  in  competition  with 
it  within  the  United  States?  No.  Erom  the 
beginning  it  had  been  raised  for  exportation. 
The  duty  did  not  operate  upon  the  culture  of 
cotton  any  more  effectually  than  if  it  did  not 
exist.  A  bounty  on  exportation  only  could 
afford  any  protection  to  the  cultivation  of  it, 
and  he  concluded  this  part  of  his  observations, 
by  repeating  that  the  cotton  of  the  country 
never  has  been  protected. 

But,  Mr.  McD.  continued,  the  Speaker  had 
laid  down  a  principle  in  respect  to  the  manu- 
facture of  cotton  bagging,  which,  in  his  view, 
established  the  impolicy  of  protecting  this  ar- 
ticle, viz :  that  it  required  but  simple  and  un- 
expensive  machinery,  and  that  establishments 
for  the  manufacture  of  it  would  be  of  rapid 
growth ;  and  he  had  further  said,  that,  if  this 
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bill  were  passed,  the  Western  country  would 
in  one  year  be  able  to  furnish,  if  necessary, 
twenty  millions  of  yards  of  the  article.  Now, 
what  is  the  principle  on  which  protecting  duties 
are  justified?  What  is  this  principle,  as  as- 
sumed by  the  Speaker  himself?  What  is  the 
principle  on  which  such  duties  have  been  here- 
tofore advocated  on  this  floor  and  every  where 
else  ?  It  is,  that  the  manufacture  proposed  to 
be  protected  requires  large  investments  of 
capital,  complicated  machinery,  length  of  time 
to  bring  it  to  perfection,  &c.,  which  causes 
require  protection,  to  prevent  the  manufacture 
from  being  prostrated  in  its  infancy.  In  the 
present  case,  no  such  ground  was  taken.  Even 
the  article  of  cotton  fluctuates  in  price  from  ten 
to  twenty  cents  per  pound,  and  so  do  aU  other 
articles  which  are  employed  in  commerce. 
But  had  it  ever  been  the  policy  of  any  country, 
was  it  the  policy  of  this,  to  sustain  manufactures 
against  fluctuations  such  as  this,  to  which  aU 
the  pursuits  of  life  are  liable  ?  No ;  it  was  ex- 
tensive, complicated,  and  costly  manufactures, 
only,  which  required  protection,  &c. 

Mr.  McD.  here  examined  and  controverted 
the  argument  that  the  consumer,  and  not  the 
grower  of  the  cotton,  paid  the  duty  on  the 
bagging.  The  price  of  cotton  depended,  he 
argued,  on  the  competition  in  foreign  markets, 
and  not  on  the  cost  of  the  bagging  in  which  it 
is  baled ;  if  the  bagging  were  to  cost  a  hundred 
dollars  for  each  bag,  it  would  not  raise  the 
price  of  our  cotton  abroad,  because  foreign 
cotton  would,  when  it  began  to  rise  above  a 
certain  value,  come  into  successful  competition 
with  it.  There  could  be  no  doubt,  he  said, 
that  the  whole  additional  cost  of  the  bagging 
would  fall  on  those  who  make  the  cotton. 

The  argument  of  the  Speaker,  that  the  ad- 
vantage of  this  duty  would  be  reciprocal,  by 
the  cotton  of  the  South  being  received  in  the 
West  in  exchange  for  the  bagging,  Mr.  McD. 
pronounced  to  be  an  illusive  calculation,  and 
made  some  observations  to  show  that  the  part 
of  the  country  which  he  represented  was 
already  tributary  to  Kentucky  for  her  produce, 
for  which  his  constituents  paid  in  specie,  and 
not  in  cotton,  &c.  The  tax  would  be  an  ac- 
commodation of  the  West  wholly  at  the  expense 
of  the  South,  if  it  even  enabled  them  to  supply 
the  bagging.  But,  he  added,  that  the  South 
could  not  take  their  bagging.  The  expense  of 
its  transportation  from  Kentucky  would  be 
two  or  three  times  as  great  as  that  of  its  trans- 
portation from  Dundee  or  Inverness,  and  that 
alone  would  give  the  latter  an  advantage  over 
the  former,  unless  the  duty  on  importation 
should  amount  to  an  actual  prohibition. 

It  had  been  already  well  remarked,  that  the 
proposition  for  this  duty  introduces  a  principle 
into  legislation  which  never  existed  before  here, 
and  which,  he  ventured  to  say,  had  never  before 
been  introduced  into  the  legislation  of  any  coun- 
try on  the  face  of  the  earth  ?  What  is  it  ?  The 
protection  of  manufactures  ?  No ;  not  the  pro- 
tection, but  the  creation  of  manufactures.    He 


called  upon  gentlemen  to  show,  in  the  history 
of  fte  world,  an  instance  in  which  any  nation 
had  passed  a  law  to  create  a  new  sort  of  indus- 
try— to  give  being  to  what  did  not  already  ex- 
ist. If  this  was  an  article  of  primary  necessity, 
in  a  national  view,  or  connected  with  the  de- 
fence of  the  country,  &c.,  he  would  go  as  far 
as  any  one  in  support  of  it.  But,  as  a  question 
of  political  economy,  he  argued,  you  can  only 
protect  what  exists.  Here,  he  said,  was  an 
issue  between  hemp  and  cotton.  What  is 
cotton?  A  large  item  in  commerce;  it  has 
formed,  for  a  number  of  years,  on  an  average, 
one-third  part  of  the  exports  of  the  country. 
It  is  an  article  of  weight,  and  bulk  also,  and  It 
had,  therefore,  contributed  one-third  of  all  that 
our  commerce  has  done  to  support  the  naval 
power  of  the  country.  And  now  Congress  were 
called  upon  to  adopt  a  system  which  was  to 
strike  from  existence  that  item,  and,  indeed, 
every  other  article  of  exportation — for,  he  con- 
tended, on  the  principles  of.  this  bill.  Congress 
could  not  stop,  until  every  article  of  consump- 
tion was  protected.  And  what,  said  he,  will 
be  the  result  ?  You  annihilate  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States.  The  principles  of  this 
bill  went  to  an  extent  never  before  proposed. 
In  reference  to  the  particular  article  now  under 
consideration,  the  House  was  called  upon  to 
jeopardize  the  great  interests  of  the  cotton- 
growing  country — to  sacrifice  an  interest  which 
had  contributed  to  the  wealth  of  the  Union, 
and  mainly  to  the  growth  of  the  commercial 
emporium  of  the  United  States,  upon  a  miser- 
able calculation  of  hemp  and  cotton  bagging, 
which  never  had  any  place  in  the  productive 
commerce  of  the  country.  If  there  was  any 
vjlne  in  the  policy  of  protection,  let  it  be  con- 
fined, at  least,  to  what  exists.  Let  ns  hold  fast 
to  the  sources  of  our  wealth,  the  means  of  our 
revenue,  instead  of  attempting  to  protect  that 
which  has  no  existence. 

After  replying  to  the  argument  of  the  Speak- 
er, respecting  the  eflTect  of  competition,  and 
contending  that  the  argument  was  fatal  to.  this 
vei-y  duty,  Mr.  McD.  called  upon  gentiemen 
from  those  States  which  have  no  particular 
interest  in  the  article  under  discussion,  invoking 
them,  by  the  highest  considerations,  to  inter- 
pose to  preserve  one  interest  of  this  country 
from  being  sacrificed  to  the  other.  He  trusted 
they  would  decide  upon  it  justly,  and  without 
regard  to  any  principle  of  compromise.  He 
knew  there  were  some  members  of  the  House 
who  were  disposed  for  the  protection  of  exist- 
ing manufactures,  who  would  not  vote  for  this; 
and  he  trusted  that  a  general  odium  would  not 
be  cast  on  the  bill  by  retaining  in  it  such  clauses 
as  this,  which  do  not  properly  belong  to  it. 


Satuedat,  Febmary  28. 
OTiio  and  Mississippi  Bivers. 
Mr.  Henet,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Eoads  and  Canals,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
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States,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  Board  of 
Engineers,  on  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  "  to  im- 
prove the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Missis- 
sippi Rivers." 

[This  bill  proposes  to  authorize  the  President 
to  cause  dykes  and  sluices  to  be  constructed, 
for  the  purpose  of  navigation  at  the  lowest 
stage  of  the  vrgier,  upon  certain  bars  in  the 
Ohio  River,  to  remove  planters,  savryers,  and 
snags,  from  the  bed  of  the  Mississippi  River. 
The  bill  was  tvrice  read  and  committed.  The 
report  is  as  follows :] 

It  is  known  that  the  great  rivers  Ohio  and  Missis- 
sippi are  the  principal  oommereial  outlets  of  the  vast 
and  fertile  regions  west  of  the  Alleghany  monntains  ; 
and  it  must  be  ohvious  that  -whatever  tends  to  ob- 
struct or  endanger  the  navigation  of  those  streams, 
cannot  be  regarded  with  indifference  by  that  portion 
of  our  people  whose  interests  are  thus  seriously  and 
vitally  affected.  Your  committee  have,  therefore, 
faithfully  endeavored  to  ascertain  the  causes  and 
actual  condition  of  the  obstacles,  whether  temporary 
or  permanent,  which  now,  at  certain  seasons  of  the 
year,  prevent  all  navigation  upou  one  of  those 
Rivers ;  and,  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  impa'r  the 
security  of  navigating  the  other.  For  this  pui-pose 
they  have  availed  themselves  of  every  source  of 
information  in  their  power ;  and  have  carefully  ex- 
amined the  "  Report  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
Rivers,"  made  by  General  Bernard,  and  Major  Totten 
of  the  Engineer  Corps,  which  is  printed  in  the  third 
volume  of  Executive  papers,  transmitted  by  the  Presi- 
dent during  the  second  session  of  the  Seventeenth 
Congress. 

In  relation  to  the  Ohio,  your  committee  have  as- 
certained that  there  are,  between  the  falls  and  the 
mouth,  twenty-one  bars  crossing  its  channel,  which 
render  it  impassable  by  steamboats,  during  s^ 
months  of  the  year ;  and  that  sis  of  these  bars,  at 
the  lowest  stages,  preclude  the  passage  of  all  vessels 
drawing  three  feet  of  water.  To  the  bars  last  men- 
tioned our  attention  has  been  particularly  directed ; 
believing  it  to  be  the  better  policy  to  leave  the  falls, 
at  Louisville,  and  the  majority  of  the  bars,  to  be 
comprehended  in  some  more  extensive  scheme  of  in- 
ternal improvement. 

The  six  bars  which,  in  our  opinion,  fall  within  the 
range  of  our  present  policy,  are  indicated  by  the  fol- 
lowing descriptions,  viz : 

1st.  A  mile  and  a  quarter  below  Flint  Island,  the 
river  is  obstructed  by  a  sand  bar,  of  about  1,200 
yards  in  length  ;  for  the  distance  of  360  yards 
there  are  three  and  a  half  feet  of  water ;  for  240 
yards,  but  two  feet ;  and  for  the  remaining  distance 
of  600  yards  three  and  a  half  feet.  The  shoalest 
part  is  also  the  narrowest,  the  breadth  being  about 
180  yards. 

2d.  Two  miles  above  French  Island,  there  is  a 
sand-bar  of  about  200  yards  in  length,  and  on  which 
only  from  20  inches  to  two  feet  of  water  are  to  be 
found. 

3d.  The  bar  below  Henderson  is  fifty  yards  long ; 
the  channel  fifty  yards  wide  ;  and  the  least  depth  of 
water  two  and  a  half  feet 

4th.  The  bar  below  Straight  Island  consists  of  two 
parts,  one  of  compact,  and  the  other  of  moving  sand. 
The  length  of  the  bar  is  150  yards ;  the  breadth  of 


the  channel  about  40  yards;  and  the  least  depth  of 
water  is  two  and  a  half  feet 

5th.  Below  Willow  Island  (in  the  Mississippi 
Bend)  is  a  sand  bank,  on  which  the  depth  of  water 
is  two  and  a  half  feet;  the  length  of  the  bar  is 
100  yards ;  and  the  breadth  of  the  channel  about 
50  yards. 

6th.  Opposite  to  Lower  Smithland,  and  below 
Cumberland  Island,  there  is  a  bar  of  moving  sand; 
its  length  is  80  yards,  and  the  depth  over  it  two 
feet 

In  addition  to  the  impediments  above  described, 
there  is  another  of  a  iiaerent  kind,  which  deserves 
to  be  mentioned,  viz :  On  the  right  side  of  the  river, 
(below  the  mouth  of  Deer  Creek,)  about  fifteen  yards 
from  the  bank,  there  is  a  rock  fifty  feet  long,  parallel 
with  the  shore,  fifteen  feet  broad,  and  rising  fifteen 
feet  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  at  its  lowest 
stage.  In  times  of  flood,  this  rock,  covered  by  a  few 
feet  of  water,  is  very  dangerous,  and  can  only  ha 
avoided  by  accident  or  by  skilful  pilotage. 

The  most  eligible  means  of  producing  the  uniform 
depth  of  three  feet  over  the  bars  above  mentioned,  ia 
recommended  in  the  report  of  the  Engineer  Corps, 
already  referred  to,  viz :  the  construction  of  dykes, 
which,  by  confining  the  current  to  a  particular  chan- 
nel, will  necessarily  swell  the  volume,  and  increase 
the  depth  of  the  water.  These  dykes  are  ordinarily 
formed  by  rows  of  piles,  driven  with  force  into  the 
bed  of  the  stream,  and  strongly  wattled  together; 
the  spaces  between  the  rows  being  filled  with  such 
rough  and  fiat  paving-stones  as  the  neighborhood 
can  supply.  The  pUes,  being  elevated  a  little  above 
low  water,  the  rises  of  the  river,  whether  partial  or 
general,  pass  over  them  without  injury.  As  the 
dykes  must  extend,  with  the  exception  of  the  sluice, 
quite  across  the  river,  the  length  of  the  whole  when 
added  together,  may  be  estimated  at  about  four  miles 
and  a  half.  The  expense  of  this  improvement  will  be 
very  inconsiderable,  when  compared  with  the  perma- 
nent benefits  which  must  flow  from  it  to  the  industri- 
ous and  adventurous  people  who  inhabit  the  shores 
of  this  great  river,  and  its  tributary  streams,  and 
have  no  other  vent  for  the  bulky  productions  of  their 
industry.  ' 

The  danger  arising  from  the  rock  below  tha 
mouth  of  Deer  Creek,  should,  in  our  opinion,  be 
averted,  by  the  erection  of  a  beacon  upon  it,  of  suffi- 
cient elevation  to  be  always  visible  above  the  highest 
floods. 

We  now  turn  our  attention  to  the  difficulties  which 
emban-ass  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi.  These 
arise  from  the  impetuosity  of  its  current,  and  the  al- 
most entire  absence  of  rock  on  its  shores,  from  St 
Louis  to  New  Orleans.  Hence,  its  constant  effort  to 
change  its  course ;  and  hence  the  frequent  submer- 
sion of  whole  acres  of  land,  covered  with  trees  of  the 
most  gigantic  growth.  Of  the  trees  which  are  thus 
precipitated  into  the  river,  some  are  borne  off  by  the 
stream ;  some  lodge  upon  the  shores  in  great  masses, 
where  they  form  what  are  called  "  rafts ; ''  others 
become  fixed,  at  one  end,  in  the  bed  of  the  stream, 
whUst  the  other  end  inclines  towards  the  surface ; 
sometimes  appearing  above  it,  sometimes  concealed 
below  it  When  they  are  so  fixed  as  to  preserve  an 
immovable  position,  they  are  called  "  planters ; " 
but  when  they  play  up  and  down  with  restless  vibra- 
tion, now  yieldmg  to  the  pressure  of  the  stream,  and 
again  rebounding  from  beneath  it,  they  are  called 
"  sawyers." 
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These  terrible  obstacles  have  been  the  causes  of 
much  calamity  to  the  people  of  the  West.  To  say 
nothing  of  the  awful  occasion  which  consigned,  in 
the  brief  space  of  five  minutes,  a  large  number  of  hu- 
man beings  on  board  the  steamboat  Tennessee,  to  a 
watery  grave ;  to  say  nothing  of  a  thousand  similar 
accidents,  diflfering  only  in  the  degree  of  horror,  the 
annual  loss  of  property  is  variously  estimated  at  from 
five  to  ten  per  cent,  upon  the  whole  amount  which  is 
hazarded  upon  the  river.  But  can  these  difficulties 
be  removed?  Of  this  we  have  no  doubt.  Between 
Natchez  and  Baton  Kouge,  there  are  now  fewer  rafts, 
planters,  and  sawyers,  than  formerly;  and  between 
Baton  Kouge  and  New  Orleans,  they  are  rarely  to  be 
seen.  Below  Baton  Rouge  the  forest  has  been  suc- 
ceeded by  cultivated  fields,  and  the  disposition  of  the 
river  to  encroach  upon  its  shores,  is  counteracted  by 
artificial  embankments.  This  description  of  dyke,  we 
are  aware,  will  never  be  attempted  for  commercial 
purposes  alone.  To  a  combination  of  the  future  pro- 
prietors of  the  shores,  for  their  own  security  and  ad- 
vantage, we  are  to  look  for  the  consummation  of  this 
desirable  improvement,  by  its  extension  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Missouri.  In  the  mean  time,  it  is  entirely 
practicable,  at  the  lowest  stage  of  the  water,  by  the 
aid  of  suitable  machinery,  to  raise  the  trees  which 
now  obstruct  the  channel  and  to  saw  them  off  at  a 
proper  depth.  The  labor  may  be  great,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  remove  the  wreck  of  centuries ;  and  it 
may  be  necessary,  from  time  to  time,  to  prostrate  all 
similar  impediments  which  may  intervene.  But  when 
the  forests  shall  be  entirely  cleared,  whether  for  the 
purpose  of  cultivation,  for  supplies  of  fuel  to  steam- 
boats, or  for  the  immense,  and  still  augmenting  con- 
sumption of  New  Orleans,  these  frightful  and  for- 
midable enemies  of  Western  enterprise  will  gradually 
disappear,  until  it  will  be  as  rare  to  see  "  a  sawyer,  a 
planter,  or  a  raft,"  above  Baton  Rouge,  as  it  is  now 
to  find  one  below  it. 

The  committee  have  had  access  to  no  data  which 
could  enable  them  to  determine,  with  acciiracy,  the 
probable  expense  of  the  improvements  above  sug- 
gested. Indeed,  the  very  nature  of  the  proposed  un- 
dertaking forbids  the  application  of 'any  ordinary  rule 
of  calculation.  Your  committee  would,  however, 
suggest  the  expediency  of  dividing  those  rivers  into 
precincts,  and  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  authorized  to  employ  supervisors  for  each  precinct, 
binding  each  by  contract  to  perform  the  services 
which  may  be  assigned  to  him ;  and  that,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  improvements  be- 
fore mentioned,  the  sum  of dollars  be  appropri- 
ated, to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

The  Ta/riff  Bill— Iron. 
The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  ^he  Whole  on  the  bill  for  a  revision 
of  the^iUriff  of  duties  on  imports — 

_  Mr.  !FiiLi,EE,  of  Massachusetts,  opened  the 
discussion  to-day,  by  a  motion  to  strike  out 
from  the  first  section  so  much  as  imposes  a 
duty  of  one  dollar  and  twelve  cents  per  cwt. 
on  iron,  in  bars  or  bolts,  not  manufactured  by 
rolling. 

In  support  of  this  motion,  Mr.  FtTLLEE  ob- 
served that  iron  was  an  article  of  far  more  gen- 
eral importance  than  cotton  bagging  or  wheat, 


which  had  recently  occupied  so  much  attention. 
Every  man  in  the  United  States,  of  whatever 
occupation,  waa  more  or  less  interested  in  ob- 
taining the  best  quality,  at  the  lowest  price. 
In  every  village  a  blacksmith  was  an  artisan  in- 
dispensable alike  to  the  farmer  and  the  me- 
chanic; and  in  the  manufacturing  establish- 
ments of  cotton  and  wool,  a  large  consumption 
of  iron,  in  machinery,  was  annually  necessary. 
To  every  farmer  and  mechanic,  therefore,  said 
Mr.  F.,  this  increased  dnty  will  cause  a  cor- 
responding increase  of  price  for  their  imple- 
ments of  husbandry,  and  of  their  respective 
mechanic  arts.  But  of  all  the  classes  of  the 
community  who  must  feel  the  pressure  of  this 
new  burden,  the  ship-builder  must  suffer  most. 
The  average  tonnage  of  the  United  States,  since 
the  year  1810,  is,  probably,  in  round  numbers, 
at  least  one  million  three  hundred  thousand 
tons;  of  which  at  least  one-tenth,  by  some 
estimates  one-seventh,  is  the  annual  diminution 
by  marine  losses  or  decay ;  consequently,  this 
amount  must  be  annually  replaced  by  the  ship- 
builders. Four  tons  of  iron  in  every  hundred 
tons,  one-tenth,  to  take  the  smallest  amount, 
of  shipping  necessary  to  replace  the  annnal  con- 
sumption, amounts  to  five  thousand  two  hun- 
dred tons  of  iron  annually  employed  in  ship- 
building, upon  which  the  proposed  duty  amounts 
to  $116,500,  which  is  more  than  the  present 
duty  by  $38,833,  a  very  great  addition  to  a 
burden  already  as  much  as  can  be  sustained. 
And  here  it  may  be  proper  to  remark  that, 
while  the  burden  of  the  new  duty  is  co-exten- 
sive with  the  United  States,  the  benefit  intend- 
ed to  result  from  it  wiU  be  confined  to  only  one 
or  two,  at  most  to  three,  of  the  States;  far  the 
greater  part  will  be  confined  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  alone.  Most  sincerely  do  I  wish, 
said  Mr.  F.,  that  the  citizens  of  that  respectable 
State  could  have  all  they  expect,  and  more,  if 
it  could  be  accorded  to  them  without  this  im- 
mense sacrifice  by  the  citizens  of  the  other 
States.  It  is  true,  there  are  ii-on  manufactories 
in  other  States,  but  we  have  lately  heard,  from 
the  honorable  Speaker,  that  those  in  the  West- 
ern States  need  no  protection ;  and  those  in  the 
Northern  States  are  satisfied,  as  far  as  I  am  in- 
formed, vrith  the  present  duty, 

Mr.  BuoHANAir,  of  Pennsylvania,  followed 
Mr.  Fdxi.ee.  He  said  that  the  duty  upon  bar 
iron,  according  to  the  existing  tariff,  was  $15 
per  ton.  This  biR  proposes  to  increase  it  to 
$22  50 — and  the  question  for  tJie  committee  to 
decide,  was  the  policy  of  this  measure. 

It  has  been  contended,  said  Mr.  B.,  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Ftolee,) 
that  bar  iron  might  be  considered  as  almost  a 
raw  material.  K  that  gentleman  intended  to 
convey  the  idea,  that  the  manufacture  of  this 
article  requires  but  little  capital,  he  is  entirely 
mistaken.  The  man  who  expects  to  prosecute 
it  with  success,  ought  not  only  to  possess  a  con- 
siderable active  capital,  but  a  large  body  of 
land  covered  with  timber.  Before  the  ore  is 
manufactured  into  bar  iron,  it  undergoes  two 


DEBATES  OP  CONGRESS. 


673 


Febrdabt,  1824.] 


The  Tariff  Sill— Iron. 


[H.  OF  E. 


distinct  processes,  at  different  factories.  At  the 
furnace  it  is  converted  into  pig  metal,  wMeh, 
in  the  forge,  is  manufactured  into  bar  iron. 
Tliese  factories  are  generally  distinct,  and  each 
of  them  requires  a  large  capital.  If,  therefore, 
you  suffer  the  manufactories  of  iron  to  he  de- 
stroyed, and  the  capital  invested  in  them  to  he 
diverted  into  other  channels,  it  will  he  difficult 
to  restore  them,  when  the  necessities  of  the 
country  may  demand  such  a  measure. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Ftjl- 
iee)  has  alleged  that  the  manufacturers  of  iron, 
in  Pennsylvania,  are  now  in  a  prosperous  con- 
dition. It  is  true,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  a  few  of 
the  ironmasters,  who  had  acquired  sufficient 
wealth  to  survive  the  general  wreck  in  which 
a  large  proportion  of  that  class  of  our  citizens 
has  been  involved,  have  been  able  to  support 
themselves.  This,  hpwever,  has  been  the  case 
only  with  respect  to  those  who  reside  at  some 
distance  from  the  seacoast,  and  in  a  neighbor- 
hood in  which  there  is  a  demand  for  all  the 
iron  they  can  manufacture.  Foreign  iron,  be- 
fore it  can  come  into  competition  with  theirs, 
must,  in  addition  to  the  present  duty,  pay  the 
expense  of  transportation  into  the  country. 
Such  individuals,  by  the  ruin  of  rival  manufac- 
turers, and  by  the  consequent  destruction  of 
domestic  competition  within  their  sphere,  have 
become  the  monopolists  of  their  neighboring 
markets.  In  this  manner,  the  farmer  is  com- 
pelled to  pay  a  much  greater  price  for  his  iron, 
than  he  would  be  obliged  to  give,  if  the  pro- 
tecting power  of  the  Government  would  recall 
into  existence  those  rival  manufactories  which 
have  sunk  under  its  neglect.  What,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, is  the  condition  of  those  manufacturers 
residing  in  the  interior,  who  have  no  market  at 
home,  but  must  depend  upon  that  of  the  Atlan- 
tic cities  ?  As  it  regards  them,  the  picture  is 
reversed.  In  addition'  to  the  first  cost  of  their 
iron,  they  are  compelled  to  incur  the  expense  of 
transporting  it  to  a  market  where  it  comes  into 
competition  with  that  from  Russia  and  Swe- 
den. Such  ironmasters,  under  the  present 
tariff,  must  inevitably  be  ruined,  if  they  should 
continue  in  the  business.  They  would  lose 
upon  every  ton  of  iron  which  they  manufac- 
ture. The  consequence  has  been,  that  most  .of 
them,  in  this  situation,  have  been  compelled  to 
stop. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  traveller,  if  he  had  gone 
into  the  interior  and  mountainous  districts  of 
Pennsylvania,  but  a  few  years  ago,  would  have 
found  a  great  number  of  furnaces  and'  forges  in 
active  operation.  Their  owners  were  not  only 
prosperous  themselves,  but  they  spread  pros- 
perity around  them.  These  manufactories  pre- 
sented the  best  and  surest  market  to  the  neigh- 
boring country,  for  the  products  of  agriculture. 
Thus,  they  diffused  wealth  among  the  people, 
money  circulated  freely,  and  the  manufacturer 
and  the  farmer  were  equally  benefited. 

The  present  aspect  of  those  districts  presents 
a  melancholy  contrast  to  that  which  I  have 
just  described.    It  is  a  just  comment  upon  the 


policy  of  that  country,  which  wiU  not  afford  a 
reasonable  protection  to  its  own  domestic  in- 
dustry, and  thereby  gives  to  foreigners  a  decid- 
ed preference  in  its  markets.  Although  that 
portion  of  Pennsylvania  abounds  with  ore,  with 
wood,  and  with  water  power,  yet  its  manufac- 
tories generally  have  sunk  into  ruin,  and  exist 
only  as  standing  monuments  of  the  false  policy 
of  the  Government.  The  manufacturers  and 
their  laborers  have  both  been  thrown  out  of 
employment,  and  the  neighboring  farmer  is 
without  a  market.         * 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  records  of  your  Govern- 
ment prove,  conclusively,  that  foreign  iron  is 
rapidly  driving  domestic  competition  out  of  the 
market.  In  the  year  1819,  16,241  tons  of  for- 
eign hammered  iron  were  imported.  In  the 
year  1822,  it  had  increased  to  26,508  tons. 
What  it  was  during  the  last  year,  I  have  not 
been  able  to  ascertain  with  precision,  but  I  am 
informed,  that  it  has  been  regularly  progressing 
in  the  same  proportion.  Thus,  we  perceive, 
that,  in  the  short  space  of  three  years,  the  in- 
crease has  been  more  than  ten  thousand  tons. 

Can  any  statesman,  said  Mr.  B.,  regard  this 
process  with  indifference  ?  is  it  the  policy  of 
this  nation  to  suffer  the  manufacture  of  iron  to 
be  destroyed?  Can  any  gentleman  for  a  mo- 
ment sanction  such  an  opinion  ?  No  nation  can 
be  perfectly  independent,  which  depends  upon 
foreign  countries  for  its  supply  of  iron.  It  is 
an  article  equally  necessary  in  peace  and  in 
war.  Without  a  plentiful  supply  of  it,  we  can- 
not provide  for  the  common  defence.  Can  we 
so  soon  have  forgotten  the  lesson  which  expe- 
rienee  taught  us,  during  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain?  Our  foreign  supply  was  then 
•cut  off,  and  we  could  not  manufacture  in  suffi- 
cient quantities  for  the  increased  domestic  de- 
mand. The  price  of  the  article  became  extrav- 
agant, and  both  the  Government  and  the  agri- 
culturist were  compelled  to  pay  double  the  sum 
for  which  they  might  have  purchased  it,  had  its 
manufacture,  before  that  period,  been  encour- 
aged by  proper  protecting  duties.  We  cannot 
now  always  expect  to  remain  at  peace ;  and  the 
only  means  of  securing  to  ourselves,  in  time  of 
war,  an  abundant  supply  of  this  necessary  arti- 
cle, at  a  cheap  rate,  is  to  encourage  its  manu- 
facture, whilst  we  are  on  terms  of  friendship 
with  all  nations. 

But  after  all,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  do  we  ask 
by  this  bill  for  the  manufacturers  of  iron? 
Not  a  prohibitory  duty,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Fttllee)  seems  to  suppose, 
which  wiU  exclude  foreign  iron  from  our  mar- 
ket. We  wish  only  to  infuse  into  our  own 
manufactures  sufficient  vigor  to  enable  them  to 
struggle  against  foreign  competition.  Profeo- 
tion,  not  prohibition,  is  our  object.  The  reve- 
nue which  the  country  at  present  derives  from 
foreign  iron  wiU,  for  several  years  at  least,  be 
increased  by  the  proposed  additional  duty ;  and 
at  the  same  time  a  most  important  branch  of 
our  domestic  industry  will  be  gradually  cher- 
ished.   For  the  proof  of  this  assertion,  I  refer 
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to  the  opinion  advanced  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  his  annual  report,  during  the  last 
session,  on  the  state  of  the  finances.  In  it  he 
distinctly  declares  "  that  the  duties  upon  glass 
and  paper,  upon  iron  and  lead,  and  upon  all 
articles  composed  of  the  two  latter  materials," 
may  be  increased,  "  with  a  view  to  the  aug- 
mentation of  the  revenue."  Hia  report  during 
the  present  session  shows  that  he  still  entertains 
the  same  opinion. 

Mr.  B.  said,  revenue  was  at  this  time  an  im- 
portant consideration.  In  the  imposition  of 
new  duties,  we  should  not  lose  sight  of  the 
Treasury.  Notwithstanding  the  siren  notes 
which  we  have  heard  on  this  floor  concerning 
the  prosperous  condition  of  our  revenue,  we 
know  that  we  are  in  debt  about  ninety  millions 
of  dollars ;  a  great  part  of  which  will  become 
payable  before  our  ordinary  resources  wiU  ena- 
ble us  to  extinguish  it.  Mr.  B.  said  it  was  his 
opinion  that,  should  this  bill  pass,  with  a  very 
few  amendments,  it  would  for  some  years  con- 
siderably increase  the  revenue  of  the  country, 
and  assist  in  enabling  us  to  discharge  our  na- 
tional debt.  Tl^e  proper  occasion,  however, 
has  not  yet  arrived  for  such  a  general  investi- 
gation. 

As  it  regards  the  article  of  iron,  we  may 
fairly  infer,  from  the  history  of  its  importation, 
that  the  proposed  addition  to  the  duty  wiU  in- 
crease the  revenue.  In  determining  this  ques- 
tion, we  should  inquire  whether  the  foreign 
importation  is  increasing  under  the  existing 
tariff;  and  if  so,  whether  slowly  or  rapidly. 
According  to  this  advance,  we  may  proportion 
the  additional  duty,  always  keeping  within.rea- 
sonable  limits.  We  find  that  in  three  years  the 
increase  has  been  more  than  ten  thousand  tons.' 
Under  the  operation  of  this  bill,  the  revenue 
wiU  be  augmented  xmtil  the  quantity  imported 
shall  be  less  by  one-third  than  it  is  at  present. 
No  person  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the 
iron  manufactories  of  the  country  can  suppose 
that  they  will  be  able  to  produce  this  effect  for 
many  years  to  come  under  an  additional  duty 
of  only  $7  50  per  ton.  It  will,  however,  afford 
them  that  gradual  protection  which  is  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  settled  policy  of  this  nation  : 
a  policy  which,  whilst  it  encourages  domestic 
manufactures,  never  loses  sight  of  the  great 
interests  of  agriculture  and  commerce. 

Mr.  B.  said  there  was  no  article  from  the 
importation  of  which  a  duty  might  be  more  fair- 
ly derived  than  iron.  It  would  not  in  any  de- 
gree be  partial  in  its  operation.  Its  use  was 
universal,  and  all  parts  of  the  Union  would, 
therefore,  contribute  their  fan-  proportion.  Mr. 
B.  concJuded  by  observing,  that  there  was  no 
item  in  the  bill  which  had  fairer  claims  to  be 
retained  than  the  article  of  iron. 


MoisTDAT,  March  1. 
Death  of  Mr.  Ball 
-^s  eoon  as  the  journal  of  Saturday  was  read, 
Mr.  A.  Stevenson,  of  Virginia,  rose,  and  ad- 
dressed the  House  as  follows : 


Mr.  Speaker :  I  rise  to  perform  a  painful  and 
melancholy  duty.  It  is  to  announce  the  death 
of  my  friend  and  colleague,  William  Lee  Ball, 
a  Eepresentative  from  the  State  of  Virginia. 
On  yesterday,  it  pleased  Almighty  God  to  call 
him  from  this  scene  of  suffering  and  trial  to  the 
abode  of  the  blessed !  The  awful  stillness  and 
gloom  which  pervade  this  Hall,  proclaim,  more 
toongly  than  any  effort  of  mine  could  do,  the 
loss  which  we  have  sustained !  In  asking  yon 
to  pay  this  last  tribute  to  the  memory  and  vir- 
tues of  my  deceased  friend,  what  can  I  say  to 
add  to  the  strong  and  deep  sympathy  which  is 
so  generally  and  kindly  manifested  through()iit 
this  House  ?  He  was  known  to  you  all,  and  by 
all  respected,  esteemed,  and  beloved.  I  knew 
him  well,  for  he  was  the  early  companion  of 
my  youth,  and  the  friend  of  my  manhood. 
There  was  nothing  dazzling  in  his  character,  or 
shining  in  action,  but  his  march  through  life 
was  that  of  probity,  honor,  and  virtue !  He 
was  characterized  by  a  strong  and  noble  mind; 
by  generous  and  godlike  feelings;' by  a  kind- 
ness and  simplicity  of  manner,  and  by  a  love 
and  indulgence  for  his  fellow-men,  which  won 
the  admiration  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew 
him.  It  might  with  truth  be  said  of  him,  that 
he  was  without  fear  and  reproach.  Such  was 
the  man  whose  loss  we  deplore,  and  whose 
spirit  has  fled  forever!  Peace  to  his  ashes  I 
and  would  to  God  it  could  have  been  so  willed 
that  they  might  have  mingled  with  those  of  his 
fathers !     I  offer  the  following  resolutions : 

The  HoTise  having  been  informed  of  the  death  of 
William  Lee  Ball,  a  Eepresentative  from  the  State 
of  Virginia,  and  being  deeply  sensible  of  the  losa  of 
a  man  whose  public  and  private  virtues  endeared 
him  to  all  who  knew  him,  and,  being  desirous  to 
render  a  just  tribute  of  respect  to  his  memory — 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  talie 
order  for  superintending  his  funeral. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  House  will 
testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of  Williflm  Lee 
Ball,  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for,  the  re- 
mainder of  the  session. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  wiU  attend  the  funeral 
of  the  late  William  Lee  Ball,  to-morrow  morning,  at 
12  o'clock. 

The  resolves  having  been  unanimously  agreed 
to,  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  March  2. 
The  House  met,  and  adjourned  for  the  pur- 
pose of  affording  the  members  an  opportunity 
to  attend  the  funeral  of  the  late  William  I^b 
Ball. 


Wednesday,  Marqji  3. 
Road  in  the  Territory  of  Michigam. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Eiohaed,  of  Michigan,  the' 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  were  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  surveying  and  making  a 
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road  from  Detroit,  or  from  Pontiao,  ia  the 
county  of  Oakland,  in  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan, to  the  Lake  of  Michigan  or  to  Chicago. 


TntJESDAT,  March  4. 
Vacoination. 
Mr.  Gazlat,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  9th  ultimo,  on  a  memorial  of  Dr.  James 
Smith,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to 
encourage  vacoination ;  which,  by  leave  of  the 
House,  was  reported,  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  report 
is  as  follows : 

The  memorial  of  Dr.  James  Smith  states  that  the 
smallpox  is  now  sprea(Kng,  to  a  very  alarming  ex- 
teut,  to  most  of  the  great  cities,  and  to  many  other 
parts  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  beside  the 
calamities  immediately  attendant  on  the  disease,  it 
necessarily  suspends  and  interrupts  commerce  and 
intercourse  between  different  portions  of  the  Union. 
To  arrest  the  progress  of  this  scourge,  and  %  pre- 
vent its  future  appearance,  the  memorial  recom- 
mends the  appointment  of  a  general  agent  for  the 
United  States,  and  local  agents  in  the  several  Con- 
gressional districts,  to  whom  the  general  agent  shall 
at  all  times  furnish  the  real  vaccine  matter,  free  of 
postage.  The  memorial  also  contains  much  detail 
on  the  nature  and  distinguishable  character  of  the 
vaccine  from  the  smallpox  or  variolous  disease.  It 
also  asserts  that  medical  skill  is  not  required  for  the 
effectual  and  safe  application  of  the  vaccine  matter; 
that  this  process  may  be  performed  by  any  person. 
But  that,  to  insure  confidence  and  success  in  the 
vaccine  system,  great  care^  attention,  and  ea^enence^ 
are  necessary  in  obtaining  and  preserving  the  true 
vacciTie  mafjer,  or  crusts,  and  that  if  it  be  not  pure,  no 
reliance  can  be  placed  on  it  as  a  guard  against  the 
smallpox.  To  this  point  much  evidence,  drawn 
from  practice  and  long  observation,  is  set  forth :  also 
much  evidence-  tending  to  show  its  ample  protective 
character  when  pure. 

In  a  paper  accompanying  the  memorial,  Dr.  Smith 
has  furnished  statements,  with  extracts  of  letters, 
and  a  certificate  of  a  Mr.  Phillips,  tending  to  show 
that  the  unfortunate  occurrence  at  Tarborough  was 
the  result  of  some  wanton  interference  with  his  letter 
and  directions,  after  they  were  by  him  enclosed,  and 
before  they  reached  Dr.  Ward.  That  Dr.  Ward  is 
inclined  to  the  belief  of  this  fact,  and  made  the  first 
suggestion  of  it  in  April,  1822. 

The  committee  do  not  pretend  to  account  for  the 
unfortunate  occurrence  at  Tarborough,  nor  do  they 
see  as  much  reason  for  imputing  its  wilful  commis- 
sion to  those  who  were  pubUcly  engaged;  and  of 
course  the  first  to  be  made  responsible,  as  to  some 
secret  hand  not  responsible.  They  beg  leave  to  sug- 
gest the  propriety  and  public  necessity  for  paying 
some  respect  and  attention  to  the  general  sentiment, 
which  prevails  throughout  the  civilized  world,  in 
favor  of  the  preventive  power  of  the  vaccine  disease 
against  the  smallpox;  and  that  to  obtain  security 
from  the  latter,  which  so  materially  affects  both  life 
and  our  maritime  relations,  cannot  be  less  than  a 
national  object.  They  ask  leave  to  report  a  biU, 
and  with  that  view  offer  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  select  committee  raised  on  the 
subject  of  vaccination  have  leave  to  report  a  biU. 


The  Tariff  Bill— Woollens. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  biU  amending  the 
several  acts  laying  duties  on  imports. 

Mr.  Tod,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures,  moved  to  amend  the  first  section 
of  the  bill,  by  altering  the  minimum  cost  of  im- 
ported woollen  cloths  on  which  a  duty  of  thir- 
ty per  centum  ad  valorem  is  proposed  to  be  im- 
posed, from  eighty  cents  to  forty  cents,  and 
striking  out  the  subseqf  ent  clause,  which  fixes 
the  minimum  for  flannels,  baizes,  and  other  un- 
milled  woollen  cloths  (except  carpets  and  blan- 
kets) at  forty  cents. 

Mr.  Maetisdale,  of  New  York,  opposed  this 
amendment.  He  said  that  the  friends  of  the  biU 
were  taken  by  surprise  by  such  a  motion.  The 
amendment  went  to  alter  the  whole  character 
of  the  biU  by  striking  out  one  of  its  most  im- 
portant and  most  valuable  parts.  The  labor  Of 
the  country,  formerly  occupied  in  commerce 
and  agriculture,  has,  by  the  reduction  of  those 
great  national  interests,  been  throvra  out  of  em- 
ploy, and  wants  occupation.  No  manufacture 
aids  the  farmer  more  than  those  the  staple  of 
which  consists  of  wool,  a  product  easily  raised, 
easily  extended,  and  for  the  manufacture  of 
which  we  have  mechanics  in  abundance.  He 
hoped  the  Chairman,  and  the  friends  of  the  bill, 
would  act  on  the  conviction  of  their  own  judg- 
ment, and  not  by  yielding  to  that  of  others,  for 
the  sake  of  conciliation,  jeopardize  or  sacrifice 
the  most  valuable  parts  of  the  system  of  protec- 
tion. The  proposed  duty  would  not  operate  to 
raise,  but  to  diminish  the  price,  as  a  similar 
duty  had  operated  on  coarse  cottons.  This  was 
a  sort  of  fabric  with  which  American  manu- 
facturers could  easily  fill  the  inarket,  _ 

Mr.  In&ham,  of  Pennsylvania,  considered  the 
item,  now  proposed  to  be  altered,  as  a  very  im- 
portant part  of  the  bill.  Its  efigot  would  be  to 
raise  the  price  to  the  consumer  without  bene- 
fiting the  manufacturer.  He  suggested  a  modi- 
fication of  Mr.  Tod's  motion,  by  which  the 
minimum  would  be  left  open  for  discussion.  _ 

Mx.  Tod,  thought  tbere  was  no  way  in  which 
to  ascertain  the  views  of  the  members  on  this 
part  of  the  bill  but  by  taking  a  vote.  He  cer- 
tainly had  no  wish  to  see  this  clause  stricken 
out ;  but  he  had  made  the  motion  in  consequence 
of  an  assurance  given  him  by  several  leading 
members,  now  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  that,  if 
this  feature  were  removed,  they  would  support 
the  residue,  and  he  wished  the  friends  of  the 
plan  to  remember  that  a  bill  which  attained 
only  a  part  of  the  object  desired,  and  which 
passed  the  House,  was  better  than.a  bill  of  the 
most  finished  and  perfect  form  that  did  not 

pass. 

Mr.  Tbaot,  of  New  York,  expressed  his  re- 
gret that  this  amendment  should  have  proceed- 
ed from  the  honorable  Chairman  against  his 
own  better  judgment.  It  certainly  aimed  a 
blow  at  the  most  important  item  in  the  whole 
bill.     He  believed  the  country  is  fuUy  able  to 
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raise  all  the  wool  it  needs.  He  hoped  the  mo- 
tion would  be  withdrawn.  If  it  was  intended 
as  a  compromise  with  the  opponents  of  the  bill, 
the  honorable  Chairman  might  find  that,  while 
he  won  over  a  few  of  them  to  his  side,  he  at 
the  same  time  lost  many  of  those,  who  were  now 
its  supporters. 

Mr.  Baylies,  of  Massachusetts,  hoped  the 
amendment  would  not  be  withdrawn.  He  did 
not  believe  this  country  possessed  (at  least  not 
at  present)  the  capacity  to  raise  its  own  wool ; 
and,  if  we  cannot  get  it  at  home,  we  must  get  it 
from  abroad.  He  thought  the  duty  left  by  the 
amendment  would  be  suflBoient  to  keep  out  of 
the  country  those  fabrics  which  the  gentlemen 
had  described  as  made  of  woollen  rags  ground 
up,  and  which  would  scarce  endure  a  puff  of 
wind  without  falling  to  pieces.  The  minimum 
at  forty  cents  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  suflBcient 
for  the  present.  We  must  attain  a  maximum 
by  degrees. 

Mr.  MoKiM  went  into  a  calculation  in  figures, 
and  insisted  that  the  bill  would  diminish  the 
importation  of  woollen  goods  one-half;  that  the 
revenue  would  lose  at  least  eight  hundred 
thousand  dollars ;  the  minimum  at  forty  cents 
was  equal  to  seventy-three  per  cent. ;  what  more 
was  wanted  for  a  protection  ? 

Mr.  BiroHAifAiT,  of  Pennsylvania,  supported 
the  amendment,  as  a  measure  proper  in  itself, 
and  calculated  to  promote  a  spirit  of  mutual 
conciliation.  The  present  duty  on  woollen 
goods'  is  twenty-five  per  cent,  ad  valorem — the 
bill  would  raise  it  to  thirty-three  and  a  third. 
The  minimum  proposed  by  the  amendment  is 
forty  cents  per  square  yard ;  a  yard  of  coarse 
baize  costs  eight  pence  sterling ;  the  ad  valorem 
duty,  as  amended,  is  equal  to  eighty  per  cent. ; 
without  the  amendment,  it  wiU  amount  to  one 
hundi-ed  and  thirty  per  cent.  He  though  we 
were  not  yet  ready  for  a  prohibitory  duty  on 
coarse  woollens;  to  which  article  the  argu- 
ments from  coarse  cottons  did  not  apply,  because 
cotton  was  abundant — wool  was  not.  The 
amount  imported  last  year  was  one  million  six 
hundred  thousand  pounds — worth  three  hun- 
dred and  forty  thousand  dollars.  By  going  too 
rapidly,  in  pressing  the  system,  we  shall  injure 
both  the  consumer  and  the  manufacturer.  If 
the  raw  material  was  abundant,  he  should  op- 
pose any  reduction  of  the  minimum ;  but  at 
present  he  should  advocate  the  amendment. 

Mr.  ToD  observed  that  the  Committee  of 
Manufactures  had  used  the  greatest  diligence 
in  collecting  information,  not  only  from  the 
members  of  this  House,  but  from  persons  in 
various  classes  of  the  community,  whose  inter- 
ests were  involved  in  the  several  parts  of  the 
biU.  Some  doubt  existed  as  to  the  point  at 
which  the  minimum  on  coai'se  woollens  ought 
to  be  fixed.  'And  the  committee  were  unwill- 
ing, by  going  too  far,  to  risk  the  popularity 
of  the  bill,  and  thereby  jeopardize  its  success. 
But,  as  several  of  its  friends  had  expressed  a 
wish  to  have  time  for  further  deliberation, 
he  would  cxinsent  to  withdraw  his  amendment. 


Mr.  T.  then  moved  to  amend  the  third  section 
of  the  bill  by  making  the  annual  increase  of 
duty  on  unmanufactured  wool  more  gradual, 
and  by  adding  a  proviso  "  That  all  wool,  the 
actual  value  of  which,  at  the  place  whence  im- 
ported, shall  not  exceed  ten  cents  per  pound, 
shall  be  charged  with  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent, 
ad  valorem,  and  no  more." 

Mr.  T.  stated  that  the  committee  had  learned 
that  objections  existed  to  this  part  of  the  bill, 
both  among  the  manufacturers  and  the  raisers  of 
sheep.  It  appeared  that  a  coarser  wool  was 
wanted  than  any  raised  in  this  country,  for  a 
particular  kind  of  coarse  goods,  (negro  cloths, 
&c.,)  and  that  that  species  of  wool  may  be  pro- 
cured sometimes  for  eight  and  sometimes  as  low 
as  six  cents  a  pound,  while  the  lowest  priced 
American  cost  tfrenty-five  cents. 

Mr.  McKjm,  of  Maryland,  called  for  the  read- 
ing of  a  memorial  from  Germantown  on  this 
subject ;  and  it  was  read. 

Mr,  Claek,  of  New  York,  made  some  remarks 
whicn  the  reporter  was  not  fortunate  enough  to 
hear  distinctly. 

Mr.  Inqkam  advocated  the  amendment.  He 
hoped  this  coarse  wool  would  not  be  excluded 
from  importation ;  it  employed  a  large  number 
of  additional  spindles,  without  in  the  least  inter- 
fering with  our  native  products ;  a  million  of 
pounds  were  imported  the  last  year,  chiefly 
from  South  America,  with  which  country  it 
was  our  interest  to  cherish  a  conunercial  con- 
nection, as  she  furnishes  a  market  for  many  of 
our  manufactures,  and,  if  she  can  return  her 
native  productions  for  them,  will  contuiue  and 
increase  her  demand.  He  thought  this  sort  of 
wool  had  better  be  freed  from  duty'^together 
— at  all  events,  it  was  better  that  we  should 
import  it  in  a  raw  state  than  in  a  manufactured 
form. 

Mr.  FoEwAED  stated  that  large  quantities  of 
wool  were  raised  in  his  district ;  and  he  had, 
at  first,  been  under  the  impression  that  his 
constituents  would  be  benefited  by  the  item  of 
the  bill,  without  any  alteration  or  proviso ;  but 
he  had  reason  to  change  that  opinion,  and  he 
advocated  the  amendment.  The  Committee  on 
Manufactures  had,  since  the  bill  was  under  dis- 
cussion, obtained  a  mass  of  information  from  all 
parts  of  the  country,  sent  up  by  those  about  to 
be  affected  by  the  various  parts  of  it,  which  had, 
on  several  poiats,  materially  changed  the  opin- 
ions of  the  committee,  and  would  lead  to  mo- 
tions for  corresponding  changes  iu  the  bill.  The 
fine  wool  imported  from  some  pai-ts  of  Germany 
competes  with  our  own ;  but  this  coai'se  wool 
brought  from  Smyrna  and  South  America  can- 
not ;  it  is  of  a  quite  different  quality,  and  may 
be  bought  at  about  nine  cents  a  pound.  He  was 
in  favor  of  eventually  excluding  foreign  wool ; 
but  it  must  be  done  by  degrees.  A  large  and 
sudden  duty  wiU  break  down  the  manufacturer. 

Mr.  LivBKMOKE  then  rose.  He  said  there  was 
a  character  in  the  Eastern  part  of  the  Union 
known  by  the  name  of  the  ISTew  England  farmer, 
whose  voice  he  wished  might  be  he.ird  on  the 
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present  question.  When  the  bill  appeared,  he 
had  looked  over  it  with  anxiety  to  see  what  had 
been  done  for  that  character,  and  he  found  only 
two  items  in  it  to  compensate  him  for  all  the 
rest ;  these  were  the  duty  on  wool  and  the  duty 
on  tallow.  As  to  wool,  he  was  sorry,  to  hear 
that  wool  mean  enough  could  not  be  raised  in 
this  country.  For  himself,  he  should  conclude 
that  the  better  the  wool  the  better  would  be  the 
article  made  out  of  it.  Gentlemen,  who  under- 
stand manufactures,  tell  us  that  the  amendment 
will  benefit  the  farmer,  because  he  cannot  make 
wool  mean  enough ;  but  if  you  wiU  only  pro- 
tect the  growth  of  wool  by  duties,  any  quantity 
of  it  can  be  raised.  It  is  a  product  easily  ex- 
tended. The  amount  might  be  doubled  in  two 
years,  and  where  you  raise  fine  wool  you  raise 
coarse  on  the  same  sheep.  Exclude  the  coarse 
bad  wool  from  abroad,  and  you  will  soon  have 
a  better  article.  It  is  said  the  coarse  must  be 
imported  because  we  can't  raise  it ;  but  what 
was  said  when  the  duty  on  iron  was  under  dis- 
cussion? The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
told  us  they  can't  make  it  because  it  sells  for 
only  eighty  dollars  a  ton,  and  he  wants  to  raise 
the  price  to  $140 ;  but  the  same  argument  will 
apply  to  wool.  There  are  memorials  against 
the  duty,  from  men  who  raise  a  great  many 
sheep,  but  they  are  men  who  own,  at  the  same 
time,  large  manufacturing  establishments,  and 
take  on  themselves  the  name  of  farmers,  just 
as  another  class  of  manufacturers  take  upon 
them  the  name  of  merchants.  The  cities  to  the 
Eastward  are  full  of  them.  They  are  capital- 
ists ;  that  is  their  proper  name.  They  put  their 
money  into  whatever  will  bring  them  the  best 
returns.  But  these  were  not  to  be  heard  on  the 
interests  of  the  farmer.  To  him  this  tariff  is  a 
bitter  pill.  Do  give  him  a  httle  gold  on  the 
outside,  just  to  cover  it,  and  take  off  some  of 
the  bitter  taste.  The  people  in  his  district 
could  make  carpets  at  their  fireside,  and  nobody 
complained  that  they  could  not  get  wool  mean 
enough.  If  labor  is  to  be  protected,  let  it  be 
protected.  Don't  give  it  a  less  market  than  it 
has  already.  Cities,  we  all  know,  stand  only  by 
commerce.  The  ground  on  which  they  stand 
is  often  good  for  little.  The  great  city  of  New 
York,  when  the  Dutchmen  first  saw  it,  was  a 
fine  place  to  make  canals  on,  and  that  was  all. 
But  New  York  consumes  200,000  barrels  of 
flour,  and  800,000  are  exported.  The  cities  fur- 
nish a  market  for  the  farmer.  Can  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  conjure  Philadelphia 
into  a  Manchester  and  New  York  into  a  Bir- 
mingham ?  Let  him  do  it.  Yet  it  was  not 
manufactures  alone  which  supported  the  farmer. 
Fifty  or  sixty  thousand  families  were  occupied 
in  the  fisheries — and,  reckoning  five  for  a  family, 
these  amount  to  a  quarter  of  a  million.  They 
all  eat  as  much  as  a  man  who  attends  a  cotton 
jenny,  and  the  jenny  eats  none.  The  New 
England  farmers  and  the  Pennsylvania  farmers 
say  "  let  us  alone,"  except  so  far  as  your  bill  is 
intended  for  revenue.  This.  Mr.  L.  insisted,  is 
the  legitimate  subject  for  consideration.    Gen- 


tlemen had  often  been  asked  how  the  deficit  in 
the  revenue  was  to  be  supplied  ?  It  must  be 
either  by  a  land  tax  or  an  excise.  "Will  gentle- 
men say  they  mean  to  lay  a  direct  tax  ?  They 
will  say  no  such  thing ;  they  tell  us  it  will  be 
time  enough  to  apply  a  remedy  when  the  dis- 
ease has  grown  desperate.  I  don't  like  this. 
One  object  of  the  Federal  Union  was  to  pay  the 
debts  of  the  United  States ;  the  debts  were 
enormous,  and  this  new  Government  was  to 
pay  them.  Now,  we  are  told,  the  national  debt 
is  a  bagatelle.  Why  is  it  not  paid,  then  ?  It  is 
not  diminished  any.  I  would  give  more  for  a 
motto  uttered  some  time  ago,  by  a  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Eaudolph,)  than  for  all 
such  arguments.  "Pay  your  debts,"  said  he, 
and  his  words  fell  on  my  mind  with  great  force. 
Let  us  pay  first,  and  then  tamper  with  the  rev- 
enue ;  a  source  of  supply  that  calls  for  almost 
no  expenses  in  its  collection,  and  always  gives 
us  more  than  we  expect.  When  the  gentleman 
made  his  motion  to  strike  off  this  little  gilding 
from  the  pUl  he  has  prepared  for  us,  I  could  not 
think  him  serious ;  yet  he  appears  considerably 
so — ^I  hope  he  may  yet  recant.  His  argument 
seems  to  be  this — we  can't  get,  at  home,  coai'se 
wool  at  the  present  price ;  therefore,  let  us  get 
it  from  abroad,  and  not  raise  the  price  when 
wool  is  now  about  a  shilling  a  pound.  Sir,  it 
ought  not  to  be  disguised,  that,  now-a-days, 
manufacturers  are  everybody,  and  everybody 
else  are  nobody.  This  is  the  case,  especially  in 
the  State  I  come  from.  But  is  the  course  they 
propose  practicable?  They  can't  do  it;  the 
poor  can't  protect  themselves  against  the  rich, 
against  the  wealthy  few ;  these  will  supply  what 
the  others  try  to  protect. 

Mr.  Maetindale  could  not  agree  with  gentle- 
men who  said  that  this  coarse  wool  did  not 
come  in  competition  with  our  own.  If  it  was 
now  used  where  our  own  would  be  used ;  if  this 
were  excluded,  then,  to  its  whole  extent,  it  does 
come  in  competition  with  ours. 

The  duty  now  proposed,  was  not  a  prohibition. 
The  article  would  still  be  imported,  though  in 
less  quantity.  It  would  operate  moderately, 
and  that  was  just  what  the  agriculturist  wanted. 
It  was  to  him  we  ought  to  look,  throughout  the 
whole  of  this  bill;  but  we  could  only  reach  him 
through  the  manufacturer.  Gentlemen  have 
shown  great  anxiety  lest  the  duty  should  injure 
the  poor.  Mr.  M.  said  he  also  was  a  friend  and 
an  advocate  of  the  poor;  but  he  would  aid 
them  by  giving  them  employment;  if  the  duty 
should,  for  a  time,  increase  the  price  of  coarse 
woollen  goods,  it  would,  in  the  same  proportion, 
increase  the  employment  of  the  poor,  who  were 
to  buy  them.  But,  whose  voice  is  it  that 
speaks  on  this  floor  for  the  poor  ?  The  voice  of 
the  capitalist,  who  owns  large  flocks  and  large 
factories.  He  fears  the  poor— the  poor  farmer 
and  the  poor  manufacturer  may  come  in  com- 
petition with  himself;  it  is  for  himself  he  speaks. 
Mr.  M.  considered  it  as  a  principle  of  universal 
truth  and  application,  that  where  the  produo- 
ing  power  exists,  protecting  duties  wiU  cause 


678 


ABBIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  OF  E.] 


The  Tariff  Bill— Woollens. 


pyiAKCH,  1824 


the  article  to  be  produced  cheaper  than  before. 
Gentlemen  who  advocate  the  amendment,  seem 
now  to  forget  the  policy  of  England,  which  is 
to  break  down  our  manufactures  by  every 
practicable  means.  Will  she  regard  this  small 
duty?  No;  she  will  pour  in  her  manufactures 
upon  us,  so  long  as  she  can  sell  them  for  any 
thing  more  than  the  duty.  It  is  time  to  protect 
our  farmers,  that  they  may  begin  a  system  of 
home  supply.  It  is  at  the  beginning,  emphatic- 
ally, that  this  protection  is  needed.  Gentlemen 
say  we  must  not  tax  coarse  wool  because  we 
cannot  now  supply  the  demand;  but  we  are 
supplying  that  demand  with  a  substitute — we 
mix  cotton  in  the  woollen  fabrics,  and  this  is  a 
benefit  to  all  our  Southern  country.  Surely  it 
is  fair,  that  when  the  manufacturer  asks  of 
the  farmer  to  buy  his  cloth,  the  farmer  should 
ask  In  return  that  the  manufacturer  will  take 
his  wool. 

Mr.  Ingham  observed,  that  some  allusion  had 
been  made  to  personal  interests  of  gentlemen  on 
the  subject  under  debate.  With  deference,  he 
must  deny  the  propriety  of  such  allusions.  All 
of  the  members  have  an  interest,  direct  or 
indirect,  in  what  is  done  here,  whether  they  be 
merchants,  manufacturers,  or  agriculturists,  and 
they  were  justified  in  presenting  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  House  the  several  interests  which 
will  be  aflfected  by  its  acts.  He  made  this  remark 
as  a  general  one,  and  not  because  he  thought  the 
remark  of  the  honorable  gentleman  fairly  applied 
to  him,  when  he  said  that  there  was  a  combi- 
nation of  manufacturers  under  the  mask  of  wool 
growers.  He  had  little  or  no  interest  in  the 
article  of  wool,  as  he  owned  but  a  hundred 
Merino  sheep,  which  he  kept  more  for  amuse- 
ment than  profit.  He  thought  it  the  interest 
of  the  consumer  that  the  duty  should  be  reduced. 
The  only  effect  of  a  heavy  duty  on  coarse  wool 
would  be,  to  throw  all  who  are  now  engaged  in 
manufacturing  the  raw  material  into  coarse 
goods,  entirely  out  of  employment,  and  there 
were  not  less  than  ten  thousand  spindles  thus 
occupied  ?  Were  not  the  farmers  interested  in 
feeding  this  body  of  men  ?  Where  manufactures 
flourish  the  farmers  flourish. 

Mr.  Oambeblbng  said  he  rose  merely  to  reply 
to  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, (Mr.  Ingham,)  in  his  rejection  of  the  duty 
on  wool.  He  says  that  this  inferior  wool  will 
not  be  raised  in  the  country ;  and,  therefore,  it 
is  not  wise  to  prohibit  the  importation.  Now, 
if  this  is  a  good  argument,  why  not  apply  it  to 
hemp  ?  The  Navy  Commissioners  cannot  use 
the  American  hemp,  because  it  is  bad ;  and  then, 
the  gentleman  says,  lay  on  a  prohibitory  duty. 
How  can  both  these  arguments  stand?  He  now 
says,  if  a  duty  is  laid  on  coarse  wool,  a  different 
article  must  be  substituted.  Just  so  his  bill  will 
operate  in  the  article  of  linens — it  will  not 
lower  the  price  of  linens,  but  will  supply  their 
place  by  cottons. 

Mr.  Ingham  replied. — The  gentleman  agrees 
with  me  about  the  measure  proposed :  is  it  not 
strange  that  he  should  take  this  occasion  to  find 


out  some  other  point  in  which  we  disagree. 
He  finds  that  some  argument  of  mine  is  at  war 
with  another  argument  brought  forward  on  this 
side,  (but  which  is  not  mine.)  He  then  assumes 
that  I  used  it,  and  next  accuses  me  of  inconsist- 
ency. I  never  said  any  thing  about  the  hemp 
duty.  The  honorable  gentleman  seems  kindly 
to  assume  opinions  for  me. 

Mr.  OoBB  wished  that  the  question  on  the  two 
parts  of  the  amendment  might  be  divided. 

The  Chairman  pronounced  this  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Teacy  then  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  substituting  eight  for  ten  cents,  as  the 
price  at  the  place  whence  imported. 

Mr.  MoKim  opposed  this  alteration. — ^He  said, 
that  no  wool  could  b^  purchased  so  low  as  eight 
cents — and  he  read  a  statement  of  the  prices  at 
which  the  article  had  been  imported.  He  thought 
the  object  of  the  mover  could  only  be  to  defeat 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Teacy  said,  if  no  wool  could  be  purchas- 
ed as  low  as  eight  cents,  he  should  then  doubt 
the  expediency  of  the  amendment  first  proposed 
— in  that  case,  the  article  needed  no  exemption. 
He  had  certainly  been  told  by  manufacturers 
that  they  sometimes  bought  it  at  six  cents. 

Mr.  MoKiM  explained. 

Mr.  McLanb  believed  that  the  question  was 
not  undertood.  If  the  bill  passes,  the  duty  on 
the  raw  material  will  countervail  the  duty  on 
foreign  goods — the  duty  will  come  on  the  con- 
sumer. This  article  of  coarse  wool  only  concerns 
the  fabric  of  negro  cloths.  That  cloth  is  now 
made  out  of  wool  that  costs  from  ten  to  twenty 
cents  a  pound.  A  high  duty  wiU  oblige  the 
American  manufacturer  to  substitute  a  finer 
cloth  for  the  coarse  article,  and  then  the  foreign- 
er comes  in  and  supplants  him.  It  is  never 
politic  to  tax  a  raw  material,  unless  to  encourage 
its  growth  at  home.  But  this  kind  of  wool  is 
not  produced  here — so  that,  under  pretence  of 
encouraging  manufactures,  you  deprive  the 
manufacturer  of  the  very  material  on  which  he 
is  to  work.  The  American  farmer  raises  wool 
from  a  mixed  breed  of  sheep,  and  the  very 
coarsest  of  it  costs  twenty  or  thirty  cents.  But 
the  foreign  is  raised  by  the  wandering  shepherds 
of  Buenos  Ayres  and  the  boors  of  Sweden. 
The  wool  is  essentially  inferior.  There  are 
other  kinds  of  wool  raised  amongst  us,  which 
ought  to  be  protected — ^the  Merino,  the  common, 
and  that  of  the  mixed  breed.  He  would  put 
one  fact  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Teaoy.)  It  has  been  stated  that  this 
coarse  wool  costs  at  the  outside  twenty  cents. 
There  is  no  wool  raised  here  at  less  than  twenty- 
five,  and  the  most  of  it  at  forty  cents.  From 
whence  are  you  to  get  two  millions  of  pounds 
of  this  coarse  wool?  It  would  requii-e  six 
hundred  thousand  sheep,  and  would  take  eight 
or  nine  years.  What  becomes  of  your  manu- 
facturers in  the  meanwhile?  They  are  gone: 
and,  when  the  wool  comes,  there  is  nobody  who 
wants  it. 

Mr.  Hamilton  said  he  rose  to  make  a  single 
observation,  and  that  was,  to  comment  on  the 
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singular  attitude  of  the  question  before  the 
committee.  A  question  ■which  had  changed 
the  relations  of  confederates,  and  now  placed 
in  array  a  certain  class  of  agriculturists  with 
their  old  friends,  the  manufacturers.  In  the 
progress  of  the  biU,  there  had  been  certainly- 
all  sorts  of  arguments.  Those  who  had  gone 
into  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  in  pursuit  of  a 
metal  more  precious  than  gold — those  who  had 
fought  valiantly  in  the  hempen-fields  of  the 
West — and  Mr.  H.  said  he  did  not  now  see,  ac- 
cording to  the  principles  of  the  compromise  of 
the  bOl,  by  which  equivalents  in  different  quar- 
ters were  to  be  arranged  and  modified,  why 
the  Northern  and  Western  agriculturists  were 
not  also  entitled,  in  the  general  distribution  of 
the  booty,  to  their  golden  fleece.  It  was  cer- 
tainly amusing  to  perceive  how  readily,  when 
convenient,  the  arguments  of  those  opposed  to 
the  whole  monopoly  of  the  biU,  could  be  adopt- 
ed by  the  gentlemen  advocating  the  interests 
of  the  manufacturer.  Even  the  gentleman 
fl"om  Delaware,  (Mr.  MoLanb,)  to  whom,  said 
Mr.  H.,  I  always  listen  with  instruction  and 
pleasure,  had  urged  in  favor  of  lowering  the 
duty  on  raw  wool,  those  very  reasons  which 
might  be  advanced  against  tiie  whole  policy 
of  the  tai-iff.  But  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures,  had  employed,  for  the  reduction 
of  the  duty  on  wool,  the  very  arguments  which 
had  been  so  unavailingly  enforced  for  the  re- 
duction of  all  the  other  duties.  And  now, 
when  he  comes  out,  and  says  that  the  very 
duty  reported  by  himself  should  be  reduced,  and 
proposes  an  amendment  to  his  own  bill,  does  he 
not  urge  the  very  argument  which  he  has  previ- 
ously resisted?  This  gentleman  has,  through^ 
out,  gone  upon  this  principle :  that  domestic 
production  will  be  commensurate  with  foreign 
prohibition ;  but,  as  the  manufacturers  want 
wool  on  the  cheapest  terms,  on  reflection,  this 
principle  wiU  not  apply  to  this  raw  material, 
although  it  does  to  iron  and  hemp.  Now,  said 
Mr.  H.,  I  wish  to  know  why  it  will  not  apply  to 
wool?  When  the  foreign  supply  is  cut  off, 
wiU  not  those  infinite  creations  of  domestic 
production  take  place,  which  the  gentlemen 
have  predicted,  in  relation  to  other  articles  ? 
Ml-.  H.  said  he  beheved  that  flocks  of  sheep 
could  be  multiplied  with  the  same  facility  as 
iron  forges  and  hemp  factories,  and  the  argu- 
ment, if  worth  any  thing,  applied  as  well  to 
the  former  as  the  latter.  Mr.  H.  said  he  con- 
fessed that  he  had  no  interest  in  adjusting  the 
separate  claims  which  conflicting  monopolies 
might  put  in ;  he  had  risen  to  point  out  an  in- 
consistency in  the  arguments  of  the  friends  of 
the  biU,  for  he  might  say;  that  in  voting  either 
against  or  in  favor  of  amending  the  section,  he 
gave  his  suffrage  without  bias ;  for,  in  whatever 
way  the  duty  on  wool  was  modified,  it  would 
be  unimportant  to  the  interest  of  those  he  rep- 
resented ;  for,  if  the  duty  on  the  manufactured 
fabric  was  retained,  the  planters  of 'the  South 
would  make  their  own  clothing  for  their  Slaves, 


for  the  manufacture  of  which,  the  materials, 
consistiug  partly  of  wool  and  partly  of  cotton, 
were  to  be  found  in  abundance  in  the  interior 
economy  of  most  of  their  plantations — a  neces- 
sity to  which  grievous  duties  would  unques- 
tionably drive  them.  Mr.  H.  said  he  could  not 
but  be  surprised  at  the  unlooked-for  modera- 
tion and  generosity  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures,  for  which,  he  said, 
he  had  no  doubt  that  gentleman  had  the  best 
reasons,  although  he  chose  to  keep  them  to 
himself.  * 

Mr.  Tod  observed,  in  reply,  that  he  began 
again  to  have  hopes  of  getting  the  support  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  for  the 
whole  bill — for  all  the  taxes  come  to,  is  this : 
that  we  will  make  our  own  manufactures.  But 
that  gentleman  is  mistaken  if  he  supposes  that 
the  same  arguments  apply  to  wool  as  to  iron. 
The  sheep  which  produce  this  wool  are  raised 
in  a  country  that  is  always  warm,  and  they 
have  a  quite  different  covering  from  sheep 
which  live  in  a  northern  country,  or  any  coun- 
try where  the  heat  is  interrupted  by  a  cool 
season.  It  is  rather  hair  than  wool — -and  though 
I  am  friendly  to  manufactures,  I  am  not  such  a 
friend  to  them  as  to  raise  them  in  spite  of  na- 
ture herself.  I  shall  not  attempt,  by  protecting 
duties,  to  produce  whale  oil  on  the  top  of  the 
Alleghany  mountains. 

The  question  being  taken,  Mr.  Teact's 
amendment  was  not  agreed  to.  That  of  Mr. 
Tod  was  carried. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. . 


Wednesday,  March  10. 

General  Appropriation  Bill — Beduction  in  the 

Diplomatic  Corps.- 

Mr.  FoESTTH  opposed  that  item  which  makes 
appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries 
of  some  of  our  foreign  Ministers,  on  the  ground 
that  the  number  of  Ministers  was  unneces- 
sarily great,  as  Charges  des  Affaires  might  be 
substituted  for  some  of  them  without  detri- 
ment to  the  public  service  and  with  a  saving  of 
the  pubhc  money,  and  we  should  thereby  avoid 
the  sacrifice  of  self-respect  now  arising  from 
our  sending  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  to  pow- 
ers who  send  no  Ministers  of  the  same  gr.ade  to 
represent  them  at  this  Government— of  which 
number  were  our  Ministers  to  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal ;  and  he  moved  to  strike  out  that  clause 
of  the  biU  until  farther  information^  could  be 
obtained,  as  to  the  necessity  or  expediency  of 
such  Ministers  being  sent  where  they  were  not, 
or  continued  where  they  were. 

After  a  protracted  debate  on  the  subject,  the 
question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Foestth's  motion, 
and  lost — ayes  51,  noes  75. 

He  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  ^"  Li- 
ma," in  the  list  of  the  Ministers  to  South  Amer- 
ica. The  debate  was  renewed  on  this  motion, 
but,  before  the  question  was  taken,  the  com- 
mittee rose. 
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The  mombers  who  took  part  in  this  day's 
debate,  were  Messrs.  MoLanb,  Oockb,  Oush- 
MAN,  Tatlor,  SnAEPE,  Tbn  Etoe,  Meeobh, 
Gazlay,  Whipple,  Foestth,  McCoy,  Cook,  S. 
Wood,  and  Livingston. 


TnriiSDAY,  March  11. 
Oeneral  Appropriation  Bill — Eeduction  in  the 
Diplomatic  Corp). 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoLane,  the  House  then 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  making  provision  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  1824;  and  the  ques- 
tion still  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Foesytit, 
to  strike  out  the  word  Lima,  in  that  section  of 
the  bill  which  provides  the  means  of  sending 
Ministers  to  the  Eepublica  of  South  America, 
the  debate  of  yesterday  was  renewed,  and  be- 
came, in  some  degree,  extended  to  the  consider- 
ation of  our  general  relations  with  the  South 
American  States. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was  advocated  by 
Messrs.  Foesyth,  Tayloe,  MoLane,  Teimble, 
Floyd,  and  Mallaey,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 

WlCKLITFE,    StOEES,     BuOHANAN,     LIVINGSTON, 

Fullee,  and  MoKim. 

Messrs.  Baetlett,  Sibley,  and  Foot  of  Con- 
necticut, also  spoke,  but  only  for  the  purpose 
of  asking  or  of  communicating  facts,  and  not 
directly  taking  part  in  the  debate. 

The  rhotion  to  strike  out  the  name  of  Lima 
was  advocated  on  the  ground  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  resident  Minister  at  that  place  was 
unnecessary,  as  a  Charg6  des  Affaires  or  a  Con- 
sal  might  answer  every  purpose.  A  Charg6 
des  Affaires  had  been  appointed  last  year,  and 
no  change  had  since  occurred  to  render  a  Min- 
ister necessary;  that  we  have  no  evidence 
that  the  Government  of  Peru  does,  or  ever  has, 
desired  the  residence  of  a  Minister  from  this 
Government ;  that  it  cannot  be  of  any  service 
to  the  interests  of  Peru ;  that,  when  the  Ke- 
public  of  Colombia  solicited  a  recognition  of 
her  independence  and  sent  a  Minister  here,  we 
kept  him  waiting  for  years  in  the  galleries  of 
this  House,  without  so  much  as  admitting  him 
to  set  a  foot  in  the  lobby,  and  that,  too,  even 
after  the  independence  of  Colombia  was  fully 
ascertained.  But  the  independence  of  Peru 
was  not,  to  this  hour,  oflScially  recognized,  if, 
indeed,  it  were  fully  established — and  no  Minis- 
ter had  been  sent  from  that  Government  here. 
That  before  Ministers  had  been  sent  to  Buenos 
Ayres,  ChUi,  or  any  other  of  the  South  Amer- 
ican Governments,  the  independence  of  those 
Governments  had  not  only  been  achieved,  but 
had  stood  some  test  of  time.  But  Pern  was 
lately  in  the  power  of  a  Dictator,  and  it  is  even 
now  said,  that  her  capital  is  in  the  possession 
of  hostile  troops.  At  all  events,  the  appropria- 
tion called  for  in  this  bill  is  unnecessary,  be- 
cause' there  is  already  a  balance  from  former 
appropriations,  folly  adequate  to  meet  the  ex- 
pense of  this  mission.  The  appropriation  is 
more  than  needless,  it  is  improper ;  inasmuch 


as  it  has  the  aspect  of  a  measure  stimulating 
the  Executive  to  this  mission.  He  has  the  sub- 
ject entirely  within  his  discretion;  and  the 
prudence  with  which  he  has  heretofore  employ- 
ed discretionary  authority,  in  respect  to  our 
foreign  relations,  entitles  him  to  the  unreserved 
confidence  of  this  House.  The  resolve  for- 
merly passed  by  Congress,  pledging  its  support 
to  the  President,  in  sundry  missions  to  such  of 
the  South  American  Governments  as  should 
succeed  in  establishing  their  independence,  was 
in  general  terms,  and  did  not  specify  any  Gov- 
ernment in  particular.  Why  should  we  de- 
part from  that  course,  in  relation  to  Peru,  a 
Government  whose  independence  had  never 
yet  been  recognized?  As  her  situation  is  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  the  four  other  Governments 
enumerated  in  this  clause,  she  can  have  no  good 
cause  to  be  offended  that  no  Minister  is  sent  to 
her,  while  Ministers  are  sent  to  them.  And,  if 
a  Minister's  presence  should  at  any  time  he  re- 
quisite, it  would  be  easy  to  send  one  of  the 
others  to  Peru,  for  a  limited  time.  This  has 
been  done  in  the  case  of  several  of  our  Minis- 
ters at  the  Courts  of  Europe. 

The  motion  was  opposed  on  the  consideration 
that  we  have  already  a  large  commercial  inter- 
course with  Peru  (and  shall  have  more)  which 
is  subjected  to  many  embarrassments,  and  to 
considerable  risk,  from  the  want  of  a  suitable 
representative  of  this  Government  there ;  car- 
goes are  consigned  to  native  merchant^— are 
seized  on  slight  pretences,  and  even  our  navy 
officers  have  had  to  turn  negotiators  to  preserve 
them  from  confiscation.  This  commerce  is 
sometimes  very  profitable,  a  large  market  ex- 
ists for  our  home  manufactures  and  our  flour, 
(the  latter  article  sometimes  bringing  twenty- 
five  and  thirty-six  dollars  a  barrel.)  li  we  send 
a  Minister  to  the  other  four  Governments,  and 
not  to  Lima,  what  will  be  the  appearance  of 
such  a  line  of  conduct  in  the  eyes  of  Europe? 
It  will  be  inferred  that  we  do  not  intend  to  re- 
cognize Peru.  This  was  especially  to  be  avoid- 
ed at  this  moment,  lest  it  should  be  said,  that 
while  no  dangers  threaten  we  could  maie  a 
gasconading  acknowledgment  of  the  independ- 
ence of  the  South  American  States;  but,  so 
soon  as  one  of  them  was  menaced  with,  attack, 
we  were  glad  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  fact  of  not 
having  formally  acknowledged  its  independence 
to  turn  about  and  retrace  our  steps.  We  ought 
not  only  to  do  nothing  to  encourage  such  an 
idea,  but  we  ought  to  put  it  down  by  measures 
which  could  not  be  misunderstood.  The  in- 
dependence of  Peru  was  not  doubtful,  and, 
though  we  have  not  recognized  her  individual 
independence,  yet  the  act  of  1822  took  the  genr 
eral  ground  which  covers  her  case.  If  we 
strike  Lima  from  this  bill,  and  Peru  should 
afterwards  be  attacked  by  the  Holy  Alliance, 
how  can  we  say  any  thing  to  those  powers  in 
opposition  to  the  most  tyrannioal  acts  against 
her  ?  The  declaration  of  the  President  in  hia 
last  Message  has  been  echoed  from  every  Amer- 
ican heart,  and  has  produced  a  great  sensation' 
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in  Europe.  Shall  we  not  act  in  the  spirit  of 
that  Message?  Shall  we  stand  on  etiquette 
with  an  infant  republic  just  passed  through  the 
last  agony  in  struggling  for  her  independence  ? 
We  do  not,  by  retaining  Lima,  hasten  or  stimu- 
late the  Executive ;  but  only  give  what,  in  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  he  has  applied 
to  us  to  provide! ;  and  thus  redeem  to  him  the 
pledge  we  gave  in  1822.  Though  no  resident 
Minister  may  be  necessary,  none  but  a  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  can  conclude  a  treaty,  and  our 
commercial  interests  require  that  a  treaty  shall 
be  entered  into  as  soon  as  practicable,  lest  com- 
mercial rivals  anticipate  us,  and  obtain  for 
themselves  advantages  and  privileges  to  our  ex- 
clusion or  injury.  But  higher  considerations 
point  to  the  same  policy.  Republican  govern- 
ment is  lost  in  Europe,  save  in  one  free  country 
— ^it  is  struggling  successfully  in  the  Southern 
Hemisphere  of  our  own  continent.  It  is  time 
that  we  formed  an  American  spirit.  The  po- 
litical principles  of  our  own  Government  called 
on  us  to  establish  the  interests  of  freedom  in 
other  Governments,  and  to  sanction  and  con- 
firm the  representative  principle  wherever  it 
is  acted  on — especially  near  home. 

The  committee  rose  on  motion  of  Mr.  Beent, 
at  half-past  four  o'clock. 

Satuedat,  March  13. 
Navy  Hospital  Fund. 

The  Spbakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Commissioners  of  Navy  Hospitals, 
made  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  this  House 
of  the  20th  of  January  last ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  ITaval  Affairs. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

Navy  Depaktment,  March  16,  1824. 

Sm :  In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  20th  January,  "  That  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Hospitals  be  directed  to 
report  to  this  House  the  amount  of  the  sums  which 
they  have  received  and  expended  by  virtue  of  the 
act,  entitled  '  An  act  establishing  Navy  Hospitals ; ' 
the  balance  remaining  in  their  hands  on  the  31st  of 
December,  1823,  designating  the  sum  which  has 
been  '  absorbed  in  the  pay  of  the  Navy,  and  which 
is  due  to  the  Hospital  Fund,'  and  what  measures 
they  have  adopted  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions 
of  said  act,'"  we  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  the  iPourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury, 
with  a,  statement  of  the  accounts  in  the  Auditor's 
OiBce,  showing  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  said 
ftmd  up  to  the  31st  of  December,  1823. 

The  law  separating  the  Naval  from  the  Marine 
Hospital  Fiind  was  passed  on  the  26th  February, 
1811.  On  that  day  a  balance  of  $3,782  86,  stand- 
ing to  the  credit  of  the  Marine  Hospital  Fund,  was 
carried  to  the  credit  of  the  Navy  Hospital  Fund. 
This  sum,  with  the  deductions  authorized  by  law, 
from  the  pay  of  the  oiEcers,-  seamen,  and  marines, 
constitutes  the  whole  of  the  Navy  Hospital  Fund. 
These  deductions  have  been  regularly  made  when- 
ever the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  have  received 
their  pay,  and  the  sums  so  deducted  have  been  left 
in  the  "  pay  of  the  Navy,"  which  is  of  course  re- 
sponsible for  them.     They  were  not,  in  the  first  in- 


stance, drawn  from  the  "  pay  of  the  Navy,"  at  the 
times  in  which  they  accrued,  in  consequence  of  the 
war  which  succeeded  the  passage  of  the  law,  and 
were  left  in  the  same  situation  for  several  vears 
afterwards. 

By  the  report  made  on  the  29th  of  October,  1 823, 
it  appears  that  the  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  fund 
at  that  time  was  §117,074  34 ;  since  which  the  de- 
ductions from  the  pay  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and 
marines,  and  for  which  the  "  pay  of  the  Navy "  is 
responsible,  have  amounted  to  $2,638  61,  making 
the  Navy  Hospital  Fund,  on  the  31st  of  December, 
1823,  amount  to  $119,712  95,  exclusive  of  the 
amount  which  has  been  under  the  control  of  the  com- 
missioners. 1 

After  the  establishrnent  of  the  fund  in  February, 
1811,  and  before  the  30th  of  September,  1821,  the 
expenditures  by  the  commissioners  amounted  to  ■ 
|10,652  85  ;  since  that  time  there  has  been  drawn 
and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  commis- 
sioners, $43,385  87;  -and,  in  September,  1823, 
$18,000  were  paid  for  a  site  for  a  naval  hospital 
near  the  navy  yard  at  Charlestown,  Massachusetts. 
These  three  sums  added  together  make  $71,988  72, 
which,  added  to  the  sum  of  $119,712  95,  for  which 
the  "  pay  of  the  Navy  "  is  responsible,  makes  $191,- 
701  67,  being  the  whole  amount  of  money  which  has 
accrued  to  the  fund  since  its  establishment. 

From  this  statement  it  will  he  perceived  that  the 
only  funds  which  the  commissioners  can  immediately 
control  for  the  objects  of  the  law,  are  those  in  the 
hands  of  the  Treasurer,  viz  :  $43,335  87.  The  debt 
due  from  the  "  pay  of  the  Navy  "  can  only  be  paid  as 
balances  of  the  appropriations  for  that  object  shall  re- 
main at  the  end  of  the  year ;  and  as  these  appropria- 
'tions  are  fourided  upon  estimates  calculated  with 
great  care  and  accuracy,  and  are  barely  adequate  to 
accomplish  their  object,  it  is  manifest  that  it  will  be  a 
long  time  before  the  fund  is  repaid,  and  the  commis- 
sioners will  have  the  control  of  all  the  means  which 
properly  belong  to  it. 

The  delay  will  greatly  postpone  the  accompUsh- 
ment  of  the  benevolent  purposes  of  the  law  creating 
the  fund,  and  do  injustice  to  those  who  have  contribut- 
ed to  it,  and  who,  by  the  delay,  will  be  deprived  of 
its  benefits. 

With  a  view  to  avoid  the  difficulties  which  have 
heretofore  existed  on  this  subject,  an  order  has  been 
given  to  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  tomako 
out,  at  the  end  of  each  quarter,  from  the  retm-ns  of 
the  disbursing  officers,  a  statement  of  all  moneys  ac- 
cruing to  the  Navy  Hospital  Fund  during  the  quarter, 
and  give  a  regular  certificate  of  the  amount,  that  a 
warrant  may  be  issued  for  the  same  in  favor  of  the 
agent  of  the  fund.  By  this  means  it  will,  at  the  end 
of  each  quarter,  receive  all  the  money  to  which  it  is 
entitled,  and  the  "  pay  of  the  Navy  "  will  not  become 
any  further  indebted  to  it. 

In  September,  1823,  the  commissioners  purchased 
a  site  for  a  hospital  adjoming  the  navy  yard  at 
Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  for  which  they  paid 
$18,000,  and  have  made  a  contract  for  another  site 
near  the  navy  yard  at  Brooklyn.  These  are  all  the 
"  measures  they  have  adopted  to  carry  into  effect  the 
provisions  of  the  act."    Respectfully,  &c. 

WILLIAM  H.  CRAWFORD, 
J.  C.  CALHOUN, 
SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep's. 
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Bules  of  the  House — Adjournment,  and  Lie  on 
Table— No  Debate. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr. 
Lloyd  Cfor  expunging  the  31st  rule  of  the 
House,  -which  is  in  the  words  following :  "  A 
motion  to  adjourn  shall  be  always  in  order  if 
after  four  o'clock  p.  m. ;  but,  before  that  hour, 
it  shall  not  be  in  order,  if  there  be  at  the  time 
any  question  pending  before  the  House ;  that, 
and  the  motion  to  lie  on  the  table,  shall  be  de- 
cided without  debate;")  was  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration. 

A  desultory  debate  arose  on  this  question,  in 
which  Messrs.  Floyd,  Tayloe  of  New  York, 
EicH,  Stewart,  WnippLE,  Little,  Allen  of 
Massachusetts,  MoOoy,  Kremee,  Culpepee, 
Randolph,  MoAethue,  and  Maetindale  took 
part. 

The  amendment,  on  motion  of  Messrs.  Lit- 
tle and  MoCoT,  was  successively  amended,  so 
as  to  retain  those  clauses  of  it  which  declare 
that  the  motion  to  adjourn,  and  the  motion  to 
lie  on  the  table,  shall  be  decided  without  de- 
bate. On  striking  out  the  residue  of  the  rule, 
which  forbids  a  motion  to  adjourn  being  made 
until  four  o'clock,  while  any  question  is  pend- 
ing before  the  House,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
called  ■  by  Mr.  Tayloe,  and  were :  yeas  95, 
nays  89. 

The  said  thirty-first  rule,  as  thus  amended,  is 
as  follows : 

"A  motion  to  adjourn  shall  be  always  in  order; 
that  motion,  and  the  motion  to  lie  on  the  table,  shall 
he  decided  without  debate." 

Oeneral  Appropriation  Bill — North  Portico 
for  the  Presidents  House. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  "Whole, 
on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  Government  for  the  year  1824,  wa3  taken 
up,  and  the  amendments  agreed  to  in  committee 
were  in  part  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  on  concurring  in  the  ap- 
propriation of  $25,000  for  the  north  portico  of 
the  President's  house — 

Mr.  CnsHMAN,  of  Maine,  addressed  the  House 
to  the  following  effect : 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  hope  the  article  under  con- 
sideration wjU  be  retained  in  the  bill;  and  I  ap- 
peal to  the  good  sense  and  patriotism  of  the 
House  for  support ;  nor  do  I  despair  of  assistance 
from  gentlemen  in  whose  nature  the  principles 
of  economy  seem  to  be  deeply  radicated.  It 
appears  from  statements  already  made,  that  the 
portico,  to  erect  which  the  appropriation  is  re- 
quired, is  a  part  of  the  original  plan  of  the 
house  built  for  the  use  of  our  Presidents.  It  is 
to  be  presumed  that  the  edifice,  at  some  period 
of  our  Eepublic,  is  to  be  finished.  The  present, 
on  various  accounts,  appears  to  be  the  proper 
time  to  carry  on  the  work  to  completion.  Our 
country  is  at  peace  with  all  the  world,  and,  rich 
in  resources,  can  command  ample  funds;  the 
matenals  for  building  are  cheap ;  the  price  of 
labor 'is  low;  the  Treasury  is  in  a  condition  to 


afford  the  expenditure ;  and  there  seems  to  be  a 
laudable  spirit  to  countenance  economy,  and  to 
protect  domestic  industry ;  and  on  the  princi- 
ples of  economy,  and  for  the  benefit  of  industry, 
among  other  reasons,  I  urge  the  appropriation. 
If  adequate  sums  should  be  granted,  the  public 
edifices,  in  the  course  of  two  years,  will  be 
brought  to  such  perfection,  that  the  skill  and 
superintendence  of  the  architects  may  be  dis- 
pensed with,  together  with  the  principal  artifi- 
cers, and  must  of  the  workmen ;  and  hereby  a 
great  saving  of  expense  will  be  made  to  the 
nation.  These  considerations  address  them- 
selves with  great  force  to  our  passion  for 
economy ;  and,  if  we  consult  its  true  maxims, 
we  shall  certainly  grant  the  appropriation.  But 
there  are  other  reasons.  The  portico,  when 
completed,  will  be  not  merely  an  ornamental, 
but  a  useful  appendage. 

The  house  of  the  President  resembles,  in  some 
respects,  a  city  set  on  a  hill — ^it  cannot  be  hid. 
It  becomes  the  dignified  resort  of  citizens  and 
strangers;  the  attractive  point  of  all  official 
characters,  both  of  the  United  States  and  of 
foreign  Governments.  Here,  also,  are  to  be 
seen,  on  suitable  occasions,  brilliant  assemblages 
of  both  sexes — a  bright  constellation  of  beanty 
and  accomplishments.  If  it  be  asked,  For  what 
purpose?  The  answer  is,  to  smooth  the  as- 
perities of  human  nature ;  to  harmonize  what  is 
harsh  or  discordant  in  the  mind;  to  refine  the 
social  affections;  to  interchange  civilities;  to 
pay  respect  to  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
nation  and  his  family;  to  relieve  the /Stofe-icom 
patriot  from  the  monotonous  scene  of  business ; 
to  cherish  a  virtuous  emulation,  and  to  foster 
good  feelings. 

And  do  not  reason  and  propriety  require  that 
the  convenience  and  elegance  of  the  manaon 
should  be  adapted  to  the  station  and  dignity  of 
the  occupant,  and  to  the  respectability,  refine- 
ment, and  delicacy  of  his  guests?  Ought  not 
every  circumstance  and  appurtenance  conspire 
to  give  pleasure,  and  to  make  a  favorable  im- 
pression of  our  national  character  and  taste? 
But,  sir,  what  is  the  fact  ?  Need  I  remind  yon 
of  the  serious  inconveniences  to  be  encountered 
on  an  inclement  evening,  in  descending  from  the 
carriage,  or  returning  from  the  saloon?  If  the 
healthy  and  robust  of  our  sex  have  nothing  to  fear 
from  the  cold  and  dampening  snows,  the  drench- 
ing rains,  the  piercing  winds,  or  the  noxious 
vapors,  are  these  elemental  annoyances  attended 
with  no  ill  effects  to  the,  fairer  and  more  delicate 
portion  of  our  race  ?  Must  they  be  debarred  the 
social  pleasures  of  life,  the  interviews  of  friend- 
ship, or  be  obliged  to  enjoy  them  at  the  expense 
of  their  health  and  safety  ?  Shall  I,  Mr.  Speaker, 
be  more  explicit  ? '  It  were  useless,  before  such  an 
assembly  as  this.  I  know  your  urbanity.  I 
duly  appreciate  the  gallant  spirit  of  this  House, 
lo  these  I  appeal,  in  behalf  of  those  to  ac- 
commodate whom  the  generous  gladly  labor, 
and  for  whose  protection  the  brave  as  cheerfully 
expose  themselves  to  hardships,  to  sufferings, 
and  wounds. 
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There  are,  however,  other  strong  inducements. 
I  ask,  in  the  language  of  the  Roman  orator,  but 
not  with  the  same  views,  "Quam  rempublicam 
haiemus  f  In  qua  urle  vivimua  f  "  Is  it  not 
the  Eepublio  which  owes  its  existence  to  the 
wisdom  and  valor  of  our  sages  and  heroes  ?  Is 
it  not  the  city  which  bears  the  proud  name  of 
"WASHiNaTON?  And  are  we  not  emulous  to 
give  suitable  dignity  to  the  one,  and  appropiiate 
decorations  to  the  other  ?  The  Oapitol,  in  which 
we  exert  our  talents  and  display  our  eloquence 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare, 
stands  on  an  eminence  which  overlooks  a  vast 
extent  of  country.  As  far  as  the  eye  can  extend 
its  vision,  the  rural  scenery  around  borders  on 
the  sublime  and  beautiful ;  and,  to  me,  it  seems 
that  this  site,  and  landscape,  and  the  objects  pre- 
sented to  view,  invite  us,  with  a  powerful,  though 
silent  eloquence,  to  give  to  the  metropolis  of  our 
nation  correspondent  magnificence  and  beauty. 

The  proud  oppressors  of  the  earth,  at  different 
periods  of  time,  have  erected  cities  to  their 
own  fame,  and  adorned  them  with  spoils  of 
conquered  nations.  Not  so  is  it  with  the  city 
of  Washington.  The  people  of  the  United  States, 
prompted  by  motives  which  do  honor  to  the 
Eepublican  character,  decreed  it,  and  are  rear- 
ing it  up  to  perpetuate  the  name  of  the  Father  of 
his  Country.  As  long  as  our  Republic  shall 
remain,  it  will  be  a  standing  monument  to  his 
glory. 

Mr.  MoAjtTHTTE,  of  Ohio,  rose  in  reply.  He 
should  not  attempt,  he  said,  to  follow  the  gentle- 
man from  Maine,  in  all  the  windings  of  the 
learned  speech  he  had  just  delivered.  For  hirn- 
self,  he  was  a  backwoodsman,  brought  up  in 
tents  and  camps,  and  not  practised  in  making 
fine  speeches ;  but  he  thought  it  was  sufficiently 
plain  that  this  portico  was  not  a  matter  of  any 
necessity,  and  had  better  be  dispensed  with. 
He  believed,  according  to  appearances,  that  we 
should  be  at  no  loss  in  finding  a  tenant  for  the 
House  without  more  repairs.  The  building  was 
now  complete,  and,  in  his  judgment,  better 
without  the  portico  than  with  it.  The  portico, 
which  had  just  been  completed,  was,  he  believ- 
ed, but  little  used,  if  at  all.  He  did  not,  to  be 
sure,  profess  to  be  very  intimate  at  the  Presi- 
dent's house,  but  he  had  frequently  passed  it, 
and  never  yet  saw  the  south  portico  occupied, 
or  used  in  any  way.  As  to  the  difficulty  of 
getting  there  in  bad  weather,  there  is  no  com- 
pulsion which  obliges  us  to  visit  the  President's 
house  while  the  weather  is  bad,  or,  at  least,  to 
take  the  fair  ladies  there  of  whom  the  gentle- 
man had  spoken.  He  could  not  but  consider 
the  proposed  item  of  appropriation  as  a  useless 
expense,  especially  when  we  recoUeot  that  the 
nation  has  a  debt  yet  hanging  over  it  of  ninety 
millions  of  dollars.  As  to  the  magnificence  of 
this  Hall  and  the  Oapitol,  to  which  the  gentle- 
man had  alluded,  the  expenditure  to  produce  it 
was,  in  a  great  measure,  money  thrown  away. 
This  Hall,  as  a  place  for  speaking,  was  nearly 
useless— it  was  merely  by  accident  that  any 
thing  could  be  heard  at  his  seat  that  was  read 


from  the  Clerk's  table — members  voted  in  the 
dark — and  might  be  voting  away  the  public 
money  without  knowing  it,  for  the  want  of 
distinctly  hearing  the  resolutions  read  at  the 
Clerk's  table.  Government  would  yet  have  to 
abandon  it,  and  build  a  plain  square  room, 
where  members  could  hear  what  each  other 
said.  He,  therefore,  thought  that  the  style  of 
this  Hall  ought  to  be  no  guide  in  erecting  our 
public  buildings ;  and  he  hoped  never  to  see  it 
followed.  He  calj^d  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
agreeing  to  the  appropriation. 

'Mr.  Keemee,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  he  had  no 
interest  in  this  portico,  and  he  could  not  vote 
in  favor  of  it.  He  was  one  of  those  who  went 
upon  the  old  Eepublican  principles;  he  had 
started  in  '98  on  those  principles,  and  he  meant 
to  adhere  to  them.  He  could  not  see  any 
valuable  end  to  he  answered  by  adding  another 
portico  to  the  President's  house,  unless,  indeed, 
it  was  to  make  a  monument  of  what  the  gentle- 
man called  "  simple  grandeur."  Perhaps  the 
gentleman  might  think  this  Hall,  too,  was  a 
monument  of  "  simple  grandeur" — ^but,  for  his 
part,  Mr.  K.  said,  he  thought  it  was  a  monu- 
ment of  pride  and  extravagance,  and  not  of  old 
Eepublican  principles.  He  could  not  under- 
take to  answer  the  gentleman's  fine  speech ;  to 
him,  a  great  part  of  it  was  unintelligible ;  and, 
in  reply  to  some  quotations  he  had  made  in  it, 
from  a  dead  language,  he  should  answer  in  his 
own  mother  German  tongue  :  Ich  habe  es  nicht 
verstanden*  He  did  not  believe  that  any  man 
had  a  right  to  entail  debt  upon  posterity.  Con- 
gress, to  be  sure,  had  the  power  to  do  so,  but 
they  could  not  do  it  on  any  moral  principle. 
And,  before  we  set  about  making  monuments 
of  "  simple  grandeur,"  we  had  better  be  sure 
that  we  have  the  money  to  make  them  in  our 
pocjcet.  He  did  not  think  Congress  had  a  right 
even  to  put  up  a  Tiecessary  building,  till  we  were 
able  to  pay  for  it — [a  laugh,  and  a  call  to  order.] 
As  to  this  portico,  it  was,  in  his  opinion,  as  xm- 
necessary  as  a  fifth  wheel  to  a  wagon.  The 
gentleman,  to  be  sure,  had  made  a  long  speech 
about  it,  and  it  might  be  oratory,  for  aught  he 
knew,  but  it  certainly  had  nothing  of  solid 
reasoning  in  it. 

Mr.  HoQBBOOM,  of  New  York,  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  information  from  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Buildings, 
(Mr.  CusHMAN,)  whether  much  expense  had  al- 
ready been  incurred  in  preparing  materials 
for  the  proposed  portico.  He  did  not  consider 
the  building  of  this  portico  as  a  matter  very 
necessary,  but  if  much  expense  had  been  gone 
into  to  provide  for  it,  it  might,  perhaps,  be  better 
to  go  on  with  it ;  if  not,  he  thought  the  money 
might  be  much  better  applied  to  repairmg  the 
injuries  in  the  wall  which  surrounds  the  enclo- 
sure of  the  President's  house,  and  in  smoothing 
away  some  of  the  precipices  in  the  bank  within 
it,  which  are  now  so  unsightly. 

Mr.  Shakpe,  of  New  York,  made  a  farther  in- 

*  I  didn't  understand  the  gentleman. 
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quiry  about  some  stone  which  were  dressed, 
and  lay  in  front  of  the  Capitol. 

Mr.  OtrsnMAN  explained. 

When  the  question  was  taken  on  the  appro- 
priation, and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  65, 
nays  116. 

General  Appropriation  Bill — Seduction  o/ Di- 
plomatic Corps. 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  orders  of  the 
day,  and  took  up  for  consideration  the  bill  mak- 
ing provision  for  the  support  of  Government  for 
the  year  1824. 

Mr.  Gazlat  withdrew  the  amendment  offered 
by  him  on  Saturday,  and  the  question  being  on 
concurring  in  the  amendment  as  reported  by  the 
committee — 

Mr.  Gazlat  said  he  hoped  the  House  would 
not  concur,  and,  if  it  did  not,  he  should  then 
move  to  amend  the  bill,  by  inserting  a  proviso 
to  appropriate  $49,000,  as  a  sum  adequate  to 
the  maintenance  of  European  foreign  relations. 
Mr.  G.  said,  the  practice  of  more  than  twenty 
years  has  been  to  provide,  generally,  for  foreign 
intercourse,  without  designating  the  places  of 
Ministers.  This  had  obtained  through  the  tide  of 
successful  and  unsuccessful  experiment,  and  he 
saw  no  good  reason  to  change  it.  He  was  not 
prepared  for  the  doctrine,  that,  whenever,  and 
as  often  as  the  President  might  choose  to  ap- 
point a  Minister  to  the  court  of  any  despot  in 
Europe,  this  House  was  bound  to  echo  the  ap- 
pointment; and,  as  often  as  an  appointment 
should  be  made  by  taking  a  member  from  the 
Senate — a  principle  not  surely  agreeable  to  the 
people — that  we  should  do  the  same ;  he  thought 
the  safest  way  was,  to  leave  each  department 
to  bear  the  responsibility  of  its  own  constitu- 
tional discretion.  The  long  practice  which  gave 
sanction  to  the  course  he  proposed,  was,  to  his 
mind,  a  sufficient  proof  of  its  correctness.     * 

He  wished  the  sum  reduced  for  two  reasons, 
viz:  because  he  believed  that  there  were  many 
national  objects  to  which  it  could  be  more  ad- 
vantageously appropriated ;  and,  because  he  saw 
no  good  reason  for  maintaining  Ministers  of  the 
first  grade  at  the  courts  of  all  the  despots  in 
Europe,  when  there  was  no  national  object  for 
them  to  accomplish.  Mr.  G.  said  he  had  al- 
ways understood  that  foreign  Ministers  were  in- 
tended for  the  making  of  treaties,  or  for  settling 
some  great  national  question ;  and,  as  we  had 
neither  of  these  now  on  hand,  with  the  great 
crowned  heads,  he  must  presume  that  ours  had 
no  other  design  than  the  maintenance  of  a 
system  of  espionage ;  and,  although  this  might 
do  well  enough  for  one  tyrant  to  watch  another, 
he  thought  it  totally  inadmissible  for  a  great 
republic.  What  have  we  now,  said  Mr.  G.,  to 
do  in  Europe  to  justify  the  number  and  expense 
of  foreign  Ministers?  and  how  many  great 
objects  have  we  which  demand  all  our  resources  ? 
Mr.  G.  said  he  did  not  believe  that  this  course 
had,  or  would  meet  the  wishes  of  the  Ameri- 
can people,  and  he  could  not  reconcile  it  with 
any  sound  principle  of  democracy. 


Mr.  MoLane  advocated  the  amendment  of  the 
committee,  and  replied  to  Mr.  Gazlay.  The 
question  being  put,  the  amendment  was  ^lopted, 
as  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  remaining  amendments  having  been, 
also,  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  was  subse- 
quently read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  Senate  for  concurrence. 


Tuesday,  March  16. 
Momument  to  Genial  Wboster. 

A  Message  from  the  Pebsident  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  was  received  and  read,  as  follows: 
To  the  Home  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Slates: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  17th  of  February  last,  request- 
ing "information  whether  any  measures  had  been 
taken  for  carrying  into  effect  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress of  June  17,  1777,  directing  a  monument  to  be 
erected  to  the  memory  of  David  Wooster,  a  Brigadier 
General  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  who  fell 
in  defending  the  liberties  of  America,  and  bravely  re- 
pelling an  inroad  of  the  British  forces  to  Danbury  in 
Connecticut,"  I  have  caused  the  necessary  inquiries 
to  be  made,  and  find,  by  the  report  of  the  Register  of 
the  Treasury,  that  no  monument  has  been  erected  to 
tbe  memory  of  that  patriotic  and  gallant  officer,  nor 
has  any  money  been  paid  to  the  Executive  of  Con- 
necticut on  that  account. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

March  17,  1824. 

The  Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Bailey's  Case, 

Mr.  Sloane  moved  to  postpone  all  the  pre- 
vious orders,  and  take  up  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Elections  unfavorable  to  the  right 
of  John  Bailey,  a  member  of  this  House,  to  a 
seat  therein.  Mr.  Bailey  was  proceeding  with 
some  remarks,  but  the  Chair  pronounced  all 
discussion  out  of  order  till  the  question  was 
taken  on  considering  it.  It  was  then  taken, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes  103,  noes 
62. 

The  House  accordingly  went  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Cobb  in  the  chair,)  on  the 
report  above  mentioned.  The  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Elections  was  read. 

Mr.  Bailey,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  and  ad- 
dressed the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  I  feel  peculiar  embarrassment 
in  offering  my  views  of  the  present  subject, 
from  a  conviction  that  I  shall  be  unable  to  do 
it  justice.  Even  if  my  health  were  perfectly 
good,  I  should  labor  under  the  disadvantage  of 
being  unused — totally  unused — to  public  speak- 
ing. This  misfortune,  joined  with  a  very  feeble 
state  of  health,  renders  it  impossible  that  I 
should  do  justice  to  a  subject  in  which  I  cannot 
avoid  feeling  great  interest.  I  hope,  therefore, 
that  this  committee  will  do  me  the  favor  to 
believe  my  cause  reillly  much  better  than  my 
representation  of  it  will  be. 

It  cannot  escape  observation  that  the  ques- 
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tion  now  under  consideration  is  not  an  ordinary 
instance  in  the  history  of  contested  elections. 
Nearly  all  such  questions  have  for  their  object 
to  ascertain  what  is  the  real  wiU  of  the  people. 
In  the  present  case,  the  object  is  to  discover  if 
there  be  any  mode  of  defeating  the  wOl  of  the 
people. 

On  this  subject,  one  rule,  it  is  believed,  may 
be  laid  down  with  perfect  truth.  And  it  is 
stated  with  the  more  confidence,  since  I  have 
the  authority  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections  for  its  correctness.  In  the  discus- 
sion of  a  late  case,  the  contested  election  from 
New  York,  which,  we  all  remember,  rested 
mainly  on  the  correctness  or  incorrectness  of 
the  decision  of  the  commissioners  of  election  in 
that  State  respecting  a  single  vote,  that  gentle- 
man remarked,  that  in  order  to  set  aside  this 
decision  of  the  commissioners,  it  was  not  suffi- 
cient to  raise  a  doubt  on  the  case  ;  there  must 
be  made  out  a  clear  and  "  positive"  case  against 
the  decision.  This  remark,  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
heard  vp^ith  particular  pleasure ;  both  because  it 
was  a  just  remark,  and  because  I  hoped  that 
not  only  that  gentleman,  but  this  House,  V70uld 
extend  the  same  just  and  liberal  principle  to 
my  own  case.  The  truth  of  the  principle  can- 
not be  doubted.  And  if  it  applies  to  the  decision 
of  the  commissioners  of  an  election,  with  how 
much  more  force  does  it  apply  to  the  expressed 
will  of  the  people  of  a  whole  district  ?  A  strong 
and  positive  case  indeed  ought  to  be  made  out, 
before  such  an  expression  of  the  will  of  the 
people  is  set  aside.  And  I  undertake  to  show 
that  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections 
has  entirely  failed  to  make  out  such  a  case. 

In  contested  elections,  arising  under  either 
the  General  or  the  State  governments,  the  prac- 
tice has  been  to  give  a  liberal  construction  in 
favor  of  the  rights  of  the  people.  This  practice, 
it  is  believed,  has  never  been  departed  from, 
except  in  times  of  great  party  heat  and  excite- 
ment. In  the  present  times  it  is  trusted  that 
no  such  excitement  will  be  found  to  exist.  It 
is  not  to  be  denied  that  efforts  have  been  made, 
out  of  doors,  both  at  the  time  of  the  election 
and  more  recently,  to  give  a  party  turn  to  the 
case  now  under  discussion.  But  I  trust  that  no 
such  efforts  will  avail;  that  this  House  will 
permit  no  such  feelings  to  mingle  in  the  discus- 
sion. I  appeal  with  confidence  to  this  House 
to  take  that  liberal  view  of  the  privileges  of 
the  people,  which  has  so  universally  prevailed 
on  questions  of  this  nature. 

For  the  first  time  within  my  knowledge,  we 
have  a  departure  from  this  liberal  construction 
in  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  now 
before  you.  The  principles  of  this  report  are 
indeed  new;  they  are  wholly  unprecedented. 
In  no  authorities,  either  legislative  or  judicial, 
do  we  find  the  principles  here  avowed.  Inhab- 
itancy, according  to  this  report,  means  purely 
and  simply  "locality  of  existence" — the  mere 
fact  of  being  in  a  place.  This  definition,  I  ven- 
ture to  say,  was  never  before  heard  of,  .and  is 
at  war  with  the  spirit  of  all  our  free  institutions. 


"When  I  was  elected  to  this  House,  in  Sep- 
tember last,  I  was  employed  in  the  Department 
of  State.  The  question  occurred — Shall  I  resign 
that  employment,  and  accept  a  seat  in  this 
House  ?  This  was  an  interesting  question  to 
one  who  depended  for  his  living  on  his  own 
exertions.  In  tljis  country  nearly  all  of  us  are 
compelled  to  pursue  some  course  of  honest  in- 
dustry for  our  support ;  and,  Mr.  Chairman,  it 
is  most  fortunate  for  the  country  that  this  ne- 
cessity is  so  generaL  To  a  person  thus  situated, 
the  question  presented  for  decision  was  an  im- 
portant one.  Doubts  I  know  were  entertained 
of  my  eligibility.  I  extended  my  inquiries  to 
all  analogous  cases  Within  my  reach ;  and  they 
were  all,  without  exception,  in  favor  of  my 
eligibility.  I  learnt  the  opinions  of  some  of 
our  first  citizens  on  this  point ;  and  they  too 
went  to  the  same  result.  I  have  learnt,  acci- 
dentally in  most  cases,  the  opinions  of  at  least 
twelve  of  the  very  first  statesmen  and  jurists  of 
the  nation ;  and,  what  is  most  remarkable,  those 
opinions  are  perfectly  unanimous — not  one,  of 
the  whole  number,  is  opposed  to  what  appears 
to  me  to  be  the  truth  of  the  question.  I  do  not 
mention  this  fact,  under  the  impression  that 
such  opinions-  should  have  a  binding  force  with 
this  House.  With  this  House,  and  this  House 
alone,  the  constitution  has  left  the  full  control 
of  questions  like  the  present.  But  the  opin- 
ions of  such  persons  are  entitled  to  respectful 
consideration.  And  it  is  natural  to  suppose, 
that  they  must  have  had  decided  weight  with 
me,  when  determining  in  my  own  mind  the 
question  of  acceptance. 

Before  examining  the  principles  of  the  report 
of  the  committee,  I  beg  leave  to  notice  several 
errors  in  it,  in  point  of  fact. 

The  report  (p.  6-7)  says :  "  It  is  contended  by 
Mr.  Bailey,  that,  as  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
General  Government  while  in  this  District,  and 
had  expressed  an  intention  of  retuming  to  Mas- 
sachusetts, that  he  still  remains  an  inhabitant  of 
that  State."  I  certainly  never  contended,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  I  remained  an  inhabitant  of 
Massachusetts,  merely  from  the  two  facts  here 
stated.  But  I  did  contend  for  it,  from  those 
two  facts,  supported  by  another  most  important 
fact,  that  this  constant  declaration  of  my  inten- 
tion of  returning,  was  confirmed  by  my  whole 
course  of  conduct  while  I  was  employed  in  this 
District — ^by  my  total  disconnection  with  the 
civil  afifairs  of  this  place.  We  all  know  the 
irresistible  propensity  of  freemen  to  take  part 
in  the  civil  concerns  of  those  communities  in 
which  they  intend  to  make  their  permanent 
abode.  My  entire  abstinence  from  taking  such 
part  in  this  District,  most  strongly  corroborates 
my  uniform  declaration,  that  I  intended  it  as 
merely  a  temporary  abode. 

The  report  (p.  7)  further  says :  "  The  fact  is 
conceded,  that,  at  the  time  of  the  election,  and 
for  nearly  six  years  before,  Mr.  Bailey  was  ac- 
tually an  inhabitant  of  the  city  of  Washington." 
The  obvious  understanding  of  this  remark 
would  be,  that  this  fact  had  been  conceded  by 
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mo.  Such,  however,  is  not  the  fact.  No  such 
concession  has  ever  been  made  by  me. 

[Here  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections  rose  to  explain.  He  said  that  the 
committee  were  obliged  to  state  the  points  of 
Mr.  B.'s  defence  from  recollection  merely,  as  it 
had  never  been  put,  into  their  hands  in  writing, 
but  merely  read  to  them.  Mr:'B.  replied,  that 
his  defence  was  read  to  the  committee  on  the 
29th  of  January,  from  a  rough  draught — that 
he  was  to  have  given  in  a  correct  draught  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  committee,  on  the 
fourth  of  February — but  that,  in  the  mean  time, 
on  the  second  of  February,  he  learnt  from  the 
committee  that  they  had  determined  on  their 
report.  This  fact,  together  with  a  desire  to 
incorporate  some  remarks  on  several  points  sub- 
sequently suggested  by  the  committee,  was  the 
reason  why  the  corrected  draught  was  not  sub- 
mitted to  the  committee.] 

The  report  (p.  8)  also  says,  that  I  assumed 
"  the  character  of  the  head  of  a  family."  This  is 
entirely  incorrect,  unless  there  be  some  peculiar 
and  technical  meaning  of  the  phrase,  different 
from  its  common  meaning.  I  have  been  ac- 
customed to  consider,  that  a  person,  in  order 
to  be  the  head  of  a  family,  must  either  own  or 
rent  a  house — or  must  have  the  government  of 
the  domestics  of  the  family — or  must  regulate 
its  pecuniary  expenses,  or  at  least  furnish  the 
means.  Some  one,  at  least,  if  not  all,  of  these 
incidents,  I  have  always  supposed  necessary  to 
constitute  the  head,  of  a  family.  Yet  not  a  sin- 
gle one  of  these  incidents  has  attached  to  me, 
during  my  residence  in  this  District. 

These  errors  in  point  of  fact,  in  the  report  be- 
fore us,  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  notice  in 
the  first  instance;  as  they  may  have  had  an  un- 
favorable influence  on  the  minds  of  some  mem- 
bers of  this  House.  If  they  have  had  such  in- 
fluence with  a  single  member,  it  is  hoped  these 
remarks  wiU  correct  it. 

I  will  now  proceed,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  notice 
some  of  the  points  and  arguments  contained  in 
this  very  extraordinary  report ;  and  will  show, 
not  only  that  many  of  them  are  founded  in 
error,  but  that  many  are  whoUy  inconsistent 
with  each  other. 

In  the  second  paragraph  of  the  report,  it  is 
stated,  that  the  subject  under  consideration  is 
"  one  of  great  national  consequence."  This  re- 
mark could  not  certainly  be  intended  to  apply 
merely  to  the  individual  seat,  which  is  now, 
contested ;  but  must  he  meant  to  refer  to  the 
general  principle  involved  in  the  question  under 
discussion.  Is  the  remark  correct,  even  in  this 
respect  ?  O^r  present  National  Government 
has  been  in  operation  for  thirty-five  years.  At 
the  end  of  thirty-five  years,  one  case  has  oc- 
curred, in  which  a  person  residing  at  the  Seat 
of _  Government  has  been  elected  a  member  of 
this  House.  Perhaps  in  thirty-five  years  more, 
another  case  may  occur.  Is  thia  an  alarming 
prospect?  Is  the  case  one  of  such  "great  na- 
tional consequence !  "  I  will  agree  with  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  that 


if  another  case  should  occur  within  the  next 
thirty-five  years,  and  we  should  both  have  seats 
on  this  floor,  I  will  join  him  in  a  vote  in  favor 
of  an  amendment  of  the  constitution,  which 
shall  expressly  exclude  from  this  House  all  per-, 
sons  not  actually  resident  in  the  States  in  which 
they  are  chosen.  But  I  will  whisper  in  the  ear 
of  that  gentleman,  that  if  .he  feels  alarmed  lest 
the  purity  of  this  House  should  be  destroyed, 
and  is  anxious  for  a  remedy,  there  is  an  amend- 
ment which  might  be  made  in  the  constitution, 
far  more  efiBcaoious  than  the  one  proposed. 
Let  the  constitution  be  amended,  so  as  to  pro- 
hibit Executive  appointments  from  being  made 
from  this  and  the  other  branch  of  Congress.  If 
there  is  real  danger  of  Executive  influence  in 
Congress,  here  is  a  field  more  worthy  of  the 
gentleman's  labor  than  the  one  in  which  he  has 
been  industriously  engaged. 

We  are  further  informed,  by  the  report,  that 
the  wise  framers  of  the  constitution  must  have 
foreseen,  that  the  Seat  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment would  collect  a  number  of  persons,  "  whose 
long  habit  of  dependence  on  those  who  might 
fill  the  chief  places  in  the  Government,  would 
do  much  towards  enlisting  them  in  support  of 
almost  any  cause  which  the  Administration 
might  wish  to  promote."  Without  stopping  to 
inquire  whether  mankind  are  really  as  corrupt 
as  this  remark  implies,  I  must  deny  the  infer- 
ence drawn  from  it  in  the  report.  It  is  inferred, 
that  because  these  framers  foresaw  this  supposed 
state  of  things,  therefore  they  meant  to  prohibit 
the  election  to  this  House  of  any  person  so  re- 
siding at  the  Seat  of  Government.  I  have 
already  adverted  to  the  far  greater  influence  of 
the  Executive  in  this  House,  by  the  unlimited 
power  of  appointment  from  among  its  members. 
If  the  number  of  members  which  have  been 
thus  appointed  for  thirty-£ve  years  past,  be 
compared  with  the  number  (one)  elected  to 
this  House  among  those  employed  at  the  Seat 
of  Government,  we  shall  see  the  magnitude  of 
the  influence  from  the  former  source,  compared 
with  that  from  the  latter.  Now,  to  suppose 
that  the  framers  of  the  constitution  intended 
expressly  to  guard  against  the  latter  compara- 
tively trifling  source  of  Executive  influence,  and 
yet  overlooked  the  former  ovenvhelming  one, 
is  to  suppose  them  an  assembly  of  weak  and 
short-sighted  men,  wholly  unworthy  of  the 
great  trust  reposed  in  them.  It  is  plain,  then, 
that  they  had  no  such  fears  as  this  report  attrib- 
utes to  them ;  but  believed  that  men  might  be 
honest  though  once  employed  at  the  Seat  of 
Government,  or  though  even  under  the  far 
stronger  influence  of  a  hope  of  still  further 
Executive  patronage. 

The  report  proceeds  to  state  that  "  the  true 
theory  of  representative  government"  requires 
that  the  representative  be  "  selected  from  the 
bosom  of  that  society  which  is  composed  of  his 
constituents;"  and  that  he  should  possfess  a 
knowledge  of  their  character  and  political  views, 
and  for  that  purpose  should  "mingle  in  their 
company  and  join  in  their  conversations ;''  and 
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that  he  should  especially  have  "  that  reciprocity 
of  feeling  and  identity  of  interest  which  exist 
only  among  memhers  of  the  same  community." 
This  is  a  beautiful  theory,  but  happens  to  make 
no  part  of  our  constitution,  and,  therefore,  has 
no  application  to  the  case  in  question.  We  are 
all  prone  to  fancy  to  ourselves  what  ought  to  be 
a  rule  of  action,  and  thence  to  infer  that  such 
is  in  fact  the  established  rule.  This  is  an  error. 
Our  inquiry  now  is,  what  is  the  constitution  ? — 
not,  what  ought  it  to  be  ?  That  the  above  pic- 
ture is  ideal,  and  unsupported  by  the  constitu- 
tion, is  easily  shown.  Suppose,  when  I  came 
to  this  city,  I  had,  instead  of  this,  gone  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,  and  settled  there,  with  full  and 
evident  intention  of  making  it  my  permanent 
abode.  And  suppose,  in  one  month  after  this, 
a  district  of  that  State  had  been  as  infatuated 
as  a  district  in  Massachusetts  seems  to  have 
been,  and  had  in  its  weakness  selected  me  to  a 
seat  in  this  House.  This  would  unquestionably 
have  been  a  valid  and  constitutional  election. 
"Wliat,  then,  becomes  of  the  above  beautiful 
theory  of  representative  government?  Where 
is  the  representative  coming  from  the  bosom  of 
the  society  of  his  constituents  ?  Where  his 
mingling  in  their  company — his  joining  in  their 
conversations — and  his  intimate  knowledge  of 
their  character  and  political  views  ?  It  is  plain 
that  nothing  of  this  is  found.  Yet  a  provision 
securing  these  advantages,  the  report  asserts,  is 
"  absolutely  necessary"  for  "  every  well-regula- 
ted Government."  Either,  therefore,  our  Gov- 
ernment is  not  a  weU-regtdated  one,  or  the  re- 
port under  consideration  is  incorrect.  We  shall 
be  safe  in  continuing  to  believe  that  our  Govern- 
ment is  a  good  one,  and  that  the  people  may 
still  be  trusted  with  selecting  their  own  repre- 
sentatives, without  a  danger  that  they  wiU  select 
persons  wholly  unacquainted  with  their  interests 
and  views. 

The  constitution  of  Massachusetts  is  quoted 
in  the  report,  as  declaring,  that  a  person  shall 
be  considered  as  an  inhabitant  "where  he 
dwelleth  or  hath  his  home."  This  the  com- 
mittee consider  as  "  settling  conclusively  "  the 
meaning  of  the  word.  Persons  acquainted  with 
the  civil  concerns  of  the  State  well  know,  that 
that  definition  is  held  as  leaving  the  question  as 
doubtful  as  it  found  it.  So  far  is  it  from  settling 
the  question  condnsively  in  favor  of  the  rigid 
doctrine  of  the  report,  that  the  whole  practice 
of  that  State  proves  the  reverse.  The  decisions 
of  the  highest  judicial  tribunal  of  the  State,  as 
well  as  its  legislative  proceedings,  prove  that 
the  word  inhabitant,  in  that  State,  does  not 
mean,  as  this  report  contends,  barely  residence 
in  a  place,  but  refers  to  a  person  as  a  member  of 
the  political  conminnity.  The  qualification  of 
a  voter  for  Governor  and  Senators  is  inhabit- 
ancy, without  using  at  all  the  word  citizen  or 
citizenship.  And  yet  (see  Mass.  Reports,  vol. 
2,  p.  245,  263,  and  vol.  7,  p.  523)  the  question 
respecting  a  right  to  vote,  is  invariably  consid- 
ered as  involving  the  question  of  citizenship. 
Numerous  cases  also  in  its  legislative  history 


show,  that  inhabitancy  is  retained,  without  ac- 
tual residence.  Besides,  the  terms  citizen  and 
inhabitant  are  used  in  the  constitution  of  the 
State  without  any  apparent  distinction. 

If,  therefore,  we  take  the  use  of  the  term  in- 
habitancy in  Massachusetts,  as  the  test  of  the 
legality  of  the  election  in  question,  it  is  most 
unquestionably  legal.  Every  authority  is  in  its 
favor.  And  this  use,  probably,  ought  to  be  the 
test.  When  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  says,  that  a  member  of  this  House  must, 
at  the  time  of  his  election,  be  an  inhabitant  of 
the  State  in  which  he  is  chosen,  it  probably 
leaves  to  each  State  to  determine  what  shall  be 
its  own  terms  of  inhabitancy.  If,  however,  we 
take  the  other  ground,  and  consider  the  ques- 
tion as  one  to  be  determined  solely  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  without  reference 
to  the  State  authorities,  it  has  already  been 
shown  that  the  framers  of  the  constitution,  as 
admitted  by  the  committee  themselves,  had  a 
different  tmderstanding  of  the  meaning  of  the 
word  inhabitant  from  that  contended  for  in  this 
report. 

In  reply  to  the  almost  irresistible  argument 
in  my  favor  drawn  from  the  numerous  instances 
in  which  persons  have  enjoyed  the  privilege  of 
inhabitants,  while  absent  in  public  employment, 
the  report  contends  that  such  instances  cannot 
be  properly  adduced  as  precedents,  where  the 
question  was  not  formally  agitated  and  decid- 
ed. This  doctrine  I  venture  to  say  is  unsound. 
Whatever  may  be  its  correctness  as  apphed,  in 
the  strict  practice  of  courts  of  law,  to  princi- 
ples, it  cannot  be  true  as  applied  to  the  mean- 
ing of  a  word.  Langnage,  we  aU  know,  is  per- 
fectly arbitrary.  The  meaning  of  a  word  is  de- 
termined whole  by  its  use.  If  the  people  of  a 
country,  by  common  consent,  consider  a  person 
as  an  inhabitant  of  a  State,  though  he  is  tem- 
porarily absent  in  public  employment,  this  must 
be  received  as  the  true  meaning  of  the  word, 
even  if  there  were  not  a  single  formal  decision 
on  the  point.  Such  general  practice  shows 
what  is  the  common-sense  interpretation  of  the 
word ;  and  is  conclusive  of  the  question. 

There  is  one  argument,  Mr.  Chairman,  entitled 
to  great  consideration ;  it  is  the  pecuUar  condi- 
tion of  the  District  of  Columbia  and  its  govern- 
ment. The  Committee  on  Elections,  however, 
in  their  report,  confess  themselves  unable  to 
discover  any  thing  in  this  circumstance  applica- 
ble to  the  present  case.  To  my  view,  the  cir- 
cumstance is  a  most  important  one — so  impor- 
tant that  perhaps  the  question  might  be  rested 
safely  on  this  point  alone,  without  even  naming 
any  other. 

The  District  of  Columbia  is  a  district  erected 
expressly  for  the  accommodation  of  the-  States 
of  this  Union,  as  the  seat  of  their  common  Gov- 
ernment. This  common  Government  exercises 
exclusive  legislation  over  it.  Every  State, 
therefore,  partakes  of  its  jurisdiction;  and  every 
person  residing  in  the  District  is  under  the  par- 
ticipant jurisdiction  of  his  own  State.  To  say, 
then,  that  a  person,  boming  from  one  of  the 
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States  to  this  District,  has  left  entirely  the  ju- 
risdiction of  Jiis  own  State,  is  incorreofc ;  he  has 
left  its  peculiar  and  separate,  but  not  its  parti- 
cipant jurisdiction.  Let  us  suppose  a  district  of 
ten  miles  square  in.  the  centre  of  Maryland,  di- 
vided into  four  equal  parts,  and  owned  by  four 
individual  persons.  Suppose  these  persons  should 
convert  one  square  mile,  in  the  centre  of  this 
District,  iuto  a  joint  property,  for  the  purpose 
of  a  park.  And  suppose  Maryland  should  pass 
a  game  law,  prohibiting  every  person  from 
hunting  on  any  grounds  not  his  own.  Can  we 
believe  that  this  law  would  prohibit  those  four 
proprietors  from  hunting  in  their  joint  park  ? 
No.  Yet  in  the  same  sense  in  which  this  park 
is  the  property  of  these  four  persons,  is  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  the  territory  of  each  State  in 
the  Union.  Who  will  deny  that  each  State  par- 
ticipates in  the  legislation  of  this  House  ?  In 
the  same  degree  it  participates  in  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  case  of  an  Ambassar 
dor  or  other  Minister  is  wholly  different  from 
the  present  case,  because  he  is  invested  ex- 
pressly with  certain  privileges  by  international 
lam.  This  difference  is  wholly  imaginary.  The 
real  substance  of  the  privileges  of  a  Minister  is, 
that  he  is  not  subject  to  the  laws  and  govern- 
ment of  the  country  in  which  he  resides.  And 
the  reason  of  this  is  given  by  writers  on  public 
law.  This  exemption  is  given,  because  without 
it  he  could  not  discharge,  pi-operly  and  inde- 
pendently, the  (Jatles  of  his  office.  This  is  the 
simple  account  of  the  case ;  there  is  no  magic 
in  it  whatever.  A  lyjinister  is  allowed  certain 
privileges  while  abroad,  to  facilitate  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties  while  there,  but  having  no 
reference  whatever  to  the  continuance  or  exer- 
cise of  merely  municipal  rights  at  home. 

This  view  is  supported  by  the  very  meaning 
of  the  word  international.  International  law  is 
the  law  which  prevails  between  nations,  and  is 
entirely  distinct  from  the  internal  law  of  a  na- 
tion. The  qualifications  of  members  of  this 
House  are  prescribed  by  our  own  internal  and 
purely  municipal  regulations.  To  call  in  inter- 
tional  law  to  set  aside  or  restrain  a  municipal 
regulation  of  a  purely  municipal  subject,  is 
plainly  an  error.  A  Minister,  appointed  to  a 
foreign  mission,  receives  the  protection  of  in- 
ternational law  the  moment  he  leaves  his  own 
country.  He  enjoys  this  protection  while  on 
his  passage  out,  while  in  a  foreign  country,  and 
while  on  his  return ;  but  the  moment  he  touches 
his  own  country,  that  moment  this  protection 
ceases,  and  he  becomes  subject  again  to  the 
municipal  regulations  of  his  country.  Interna- 
tional law  returns  him  to  his  country,  but  can- 
not allot  him  to  this  or  that  particular  section 
of  it.  The  latter  is  the  part,  purely,  of  munici- 
pal law.  To  say  that  internationd  law  deter- 
mines whether  a  Minister  of  the  United  States, 
on  his  return  from  his  mission,  is  an  inhabitant 
of  Georgia  or  of  Maine,  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Oonstitttion  of  the  United  States^  so  as  to 


be  eligible  to  a  seat  in  this  House,  is  too  ob- 
viously incorrect  to  need  comment. 

But,  even  if  we  could  for  a  moment  admit, 
that  international  law  can  determine  the  muni- 
cipal privileges  of  our  citizens,  it  has  no  bearing 
on  the  question  of  inhabitancy,  if  the  doctrine 
of  the  first  report  be  correct,  that  privileges  re- 
late wholly  to  citizenship,  while  inhabitancy 
means  the  simple  fact  of  local  existence.  To 
resort  to  international  law  to  ascertain  the  fact 
where  a  person  has  his  local  existence,  is  to 
give  that  law  a  use  which,  it  is  believed,  is 
wholly  new. 

Under  every  view  of  the  subject,  therefore,  it 
is  evident  that  international  law  cannot  be 
brought  to  fix  any  difference  between  the  case 
of  an  Executive  oflSoer  in  foreign  employment, 
and  one  employed  at  the  Seat  of  Government. 
If  "  the  word  inhabitant  comprehends  a  simple 
fact,  locality  of  existence,"  as  the  first  report 
contends,  then  a  Minister  residing  abroad  most 
plainly  ceases  to  be  an  inhabitant  of  his  own 
country,  during  such  residence.  I^  on  the  other 
hand,  as  the  second  report  contends,  a  Minister, 
as  to  his  inhabitancy,  "  must  be  considered  as 
in  the  same  situation  as  before  the  acceptance 
of  the  appointment,"  since  he  is  in  "the  per- 
formance of  his  duty  abroad  ;"  equally  ought  a 
person,  who  is  in  "  the  performance  of  his  duty" 
in  an  Executive  office  at  Washington,  to  "  be 
considered  as  in  the  same  situation  as  before  the 
acceptance  of  the  appointment."  The  same 
rule,  under  a  Government  of  equal  laws,  must 
apply  to  both. 

From  these  views,  Mr.  Chairman,  of  the  prin- 
ciples contained  in  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections  on  the  case  in  question,  and  of  the 
obvious  inconsistency  of  its  different  parts,  we 
may  easily  determine,  whether  that  clear  and 
positive  case  is  made  out,  without  which  the 
right  of  a  sitting  member,  and  the  clearly  ex- 
pressed will  of  the  people,  ought  never  to  beset 
aside. 

When  Mr.  Bailbt  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Stoees,  of  New  York,  put  several  queries 
in  illustration  of  the  case. 

To  which  Mr.  Bailet  briefly,  replied. 

Mr.  MooEE,  of  Alabama,  moved  tliatthe  com- 
mittee rise ;  which  motion  was  negatived-^ 
ayes  71,  noes  76. 

Mr.  Bebnt  then  spoke  in  support  of  the  right 
of  Mr.  Bailet  to  his  seat,  and  against  the  re- 
port of  the  committee,  which  he  moved  to 
amend  by  striking  out  the  word  "  not." 

Mr.  EuLLBE,  of  Ma^achnsetts,  expressed"  a 
wish  to  deliver  his  sentiments,  but,  on  account 
of  the_  lateness  of  the  hour,  moved  that  the 
committee  rise ;  which  was  carried. 

The  committee  rose  accordingly,  and,  having 
reported  progress,  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


Wednesday,  March  17. 
Mr.  Bailey's  Case. 
The  House  then  passed  to  the  orders  of  the 
day,  and  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  WhoICj 
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(Mr.  Cobb  in  the  chair,)  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Elections  in  the  case  of  John  Bailey. 

And  the  question  being  on  Mr.  Bhent's  mo- 
tion, to  strike  out  the  word  "  not"  in  the  close 
of  that  report,  so  as  to  make  it  declare  that  Mr. 
Bailey  is  entitled  to  a  seat  on  the  floor  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  FniLEB  said  he  felt  some  embarrassment 
in  addressing  the  committee,  in  consequence  of 
the  notice  given  yesterday  of  his  intention,  a 
circumstance  he  always,  if  possible,  avoided. 
Ho  would  not  deny,  he  said,  that  he  felt  a 
strong  desire  to  convince  them  of  the  correct- 
ness of  the  views  which  he  entertained  upon 
the  subject  of  the  contested  election  of  the 
sitting  member  from  the  district  of  Norfolk,  in 
Massachusetts. 

The  power  of  deciding  upon  the  claims  of 
members  to  their  seats  is  given  in  the  1st 
article,  5th  section  of  the  constitution,  in  these 
words,  viz :  "  Each  House  shall  be  the  judge 
of  the  elections,  returns,  and  qualifications,  of 
its  own  members."  Tliis  clause  comprehends 
three  particulars :  elections,  returns,  and  "  quali- 
fications." The  two  first,  it  is  manifest,  cannot 
have  been  previously  considered  and  determined 
by  the  people  themselves,  and  are,  therefore,  to 
be  determined  by  the  House,  unaided  and  unin- 
fluenced by  such  previous  determination.  But 
the  "  qualifications"  of  the  member,  as  they  must 
have  existed  before  and  at  the  time  of  the 
election,  must  be  presumed  to  have  had  the 
deliberate  consideration  of  the  electors  them- 
selves, and  if  the  House  should  reverse  their 
decision,  it  ought  to  be  suppoi-ted  by  the  most 
clear  and  incontrovertible  reasons.  What  are 
the  qualifications  required  by  the  constitution 
for  a  member  of  this  body?  That  he  be 
twenty-fiT;e  years  of  age,  have  been  seven  years 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  "  when 
elected,  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  in  which  he 
shall  be  chosen."  The  last  of  these  qualifica- 
tions is  the-  only  one  necessary  to,  be  con- 
sidered in  the  present  case ;  and  of  this,  above 
all  others,  I  contend,  said  Mr.  E.,  that  the 
citizens  by  whose  suffrages  the  member  was 
elected,  and  has  hitherto  held  his  seat,  pos- 
sessed far  better  means  of  judging  correctly 
than  this  House,  or  its  Committee  of  Elections, 
can  possibly  possess.  Without  going,  at  this 
moment,  into  technical  definitions  of  the  term 
inhabitant,  I  may  safely  affirm  that  the  ^irit 
and  intent  of  the  constitution,  in  requiring  a 
member  to  be  an  inhabitant ;  to  securca  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  sentiments  and  interests  of 
his  constituents;  to  identify  his  views  and 
springs  of  action  with  theirs,  may  be  more 
safely  confided  in  its  application  to  tiie  constit- 
uents themselves  than  to  any  other  tribunal 
whatever.  The  general  chai-acter  of  a  candidate 
for  tihe  people's  favor,  his  habits  of  intercourse 
with  themselves,  his  knowledge  of  their  circum- 
stances, opinions,  and  interests,  are  peculiarly 
within  their  view,  and  subject  to  their  obser- 
vation. They  cannot  possibly  err_  in  their 
judgment  upon  these  points ;  and  their  interest 
Vol.  vn.— 44 


coincides  with  their  local  and  personal  feehngs 
in  withholding  their  sufirages  from  any  candir 
date  who  is  deficient  in  these  respects.  If  they 
are  satisfied,  there  can  be  very  little  danger 
that  the  member  is  wanting  in  the  qualification 
of  being  an  inhabitant  according  to  the  spirit  of 
tlie  constitution.  Now,  this  judgment  of 
the  Electors  is  founded  upon  innumerable  cir- 
cumstances of  daily  occurrence,  which  can 
never  admit  of  being  detailed  in  depositions, 
and,  therefore,  cannot  be  presented  in  their 
tnie  and  proper  light  te  this  House,  Hence 
arises  the  obvious  inference,  that  the  decision 
of  the  people  on  this  point  ought  not  to  be 
reversed  but  upon  palpable  gi-ounds,  and  by  no 
means  upon  any  construction  or  technical  nicety 
in  regard  to  the  terms  employed  by  the  framers 
of  the  constitution. 

As  a  preliminary,  it  is  important  to  ascertain 
the  import  of  the  term  inhabitant,  as  used  in 
the  Constitution  of  the -United  States;  a,nd  I 
cannot  hut  express  some  surprise  at  the  limited 
and  very  loose  conceptions  of  the  committee,  on 
this  point.  But  I  ought  here  to  observe  that, 
in  the  course  of  my  remarks,  though  I  shall 
often  have  occasion  to  dissent  entirely  from  the 
committee,  a  majority  of  whom  only  concurred 
in  their  report,  both  in  their  premises,  and  in 
their  general  reasoning,  I  nevertheless  feel  a 
sincere  respect  for  them,  personally,  and  I 
freely  accord  to  them  the  merit  of  honorable 
intentions  and  of  patient  inquiry. .  Nor  ought 
any  censure  to  attach  to  those  citizens  of  Nor- 
folk district,  however  few  in  number,  who 
deemed  it  their  duty  to  bring  before  this  House 
a  question  upon  the  constitution  of  their  coun- 
try, which  they  might  deem  important.  In 
their  definition,  the  committee  say,  the  word 
inhabitant  comprehends  a  simple  fact,  "  locality 
of  existence."  Eeport,  p.  4.  In  the  next  page, 
they  quote  Vattel,  book  1,  ch.  19,  sec.  213, 
"  the  inhabitants,  as  distinguished  from  citizens, 
are  strangers,  who  are  permitted  to  settle  and 
stay  in  the  country;  they  do  not  participate 
in  all  the  rights  of  citizens."  Is  it  possible, 
that  this  definition  from  Vattel,  who  is  merely 
describing  strangers  and  foreigners,  can  be 
the  sense  in  which  the  word  "inhabitant" 
was  used  by  the  framers  of  our  constitution  ?; 
It  is  apparent,  that  the  translator  of  Vattel  has 
used  the  word  inhabitant,  in  the  sense  which  is 
universally  attached  to  the  word  resident ;  and 
without  having  examined  the  original  for  the 
purpose,  I  think  it  probable  the  idea  of  the 
author  would  have  been  correctly  expressed  in 
in  our  language,  by  the  latter  word.  But, 
however  that  may  be,  the  constitution,  in 
speaking  of  inhabitant,  certainly  does  not  mean, 
"strangers"  or  foreigners.  Equally  certain  it 
is,  that  "  locality  of  existence"  is  not  the  con- 
stitutional definition,  since  this  transfers  a 
man's  inhabitancy  from  one  place  to  another, 
whensoever  he  may  be  obliged  to  journey  from 
one  town  or  State  to  another,  however  short 
his  stay,  and  however  speedy  his  return..  Every 
absence  from  the  place  of  his  permanent  abode 
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would  bo  a  suspension  of  his  inhabitancy,  and 
a  temporary  disfranchisement  of  his  rights, 
under  the  constitution.  The  true  meaning  of 
the  word  inhabitant,  in  my  opinion,  is,  a 
person  who  has  a  permanent  home  or  domicil 
in  a  place.  In  this  definition  I  am  sustamed  by 
Vattel:  "  The  domicil  is  the  habitation  fixed  in 
any  place,  with  the  intention  of  always  staying 
there.  A  man  does  not,  then,  establish  his 
domioil  in  any  place,  unless  he  make  sufficiently 
known  his  intention  of  fixing  there,  either 
tacitly  or  by  an  express  declaration.  However, 
this  declaration  is  no  reason  why,  if  he  after- 
wards changes  his  mind,  he  may  not  remove 
his  domicil  elsewhere.  In  this  sense,  he  who 
stops,  even  for  a  long  time  in  a  place,  for  the 
management  of  his  affairs,  has  only  a  simple 
habitation  there,  but  has  no  domicil."  B.  1, 
ch.  19,  sect.  218.  That  it  is  in  this  sense  of  per- 
manent habitation,  that  the  word  inhabitant  is 
used  in  the  constitution,  is  clearly  shown  from 
the  fact  adverted  to  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee itself.  The  word  resident  was  used  in 
the  first  draught  of  the  constitution,  and  after- 
wards, upon  mature  consideration,  was  struck 
outj  and  "inhabitant"  substituted,  as  it  now 
stands,  as  the  qualification  for  Representatives ; 
while,  in  art.  2,  sec.  1,  it  was  provided,  in  the 
original  draught,  that  the  President  shall  have 
been  fourteen  years  an  "inhabitant"  of  the 
United  States,  and  was  afterwards  so  altered  as 
to  require  the  present  provision,  viz:  that  he 
shall  have  been  "fourteen  years  a  resident 
within  the  United  States."  Hence,  it  is  certain 
that  it  was  then  intended,  as  to  the  candidate 
for  President,  not  merely  that  he  should  have 
his  permanent  habitation  for  that  period  of 
time,  in  the  country,  because  such  habitation 
would  not  preclude  his  absence  from  the 
country  on  public  or  private  business,  per- 
haps two-thirds  of  the  time ;  but  he  should 
have  the  advantage  of  actual  residence,  or, 
in  the  words  of  the  report,  of  "  local  exist- 
ence," during  that  period,  within  the  limits 
of  the  country  over  which  he  is  to  preside. 
At  the  same  time,  a  Representative  is  required, 
not  merely  to  have  his  residence,  or  temporary 
"local  existence,"  in  the  State  "whem elected," 
which  he  might  do,  without  any  fixed  habita- 
tion there,  and  without  having  ever  passed  a 
month  or  even  a  week  within  the  State,  or 
having  any  right  or  interest  in  common  with 
its  citizens ;  but  he  must  have  his  permanent 
habitation  or  domicil  in  the  State,  which  is 
implied  in  requiring  him  to  be  an  "inhabi- 
tant." How  much  more  wise  and  effectual 
is  this  provision,  than  the  requisition  of  resi- 
dence only,  must  be  obvious  to  all;  yet,  it 
is  in  this  sense  only,  by  the  construction  of 
the  committee,  that  a  Representative  is  re- 
quired to  be  an  inhabitant.  He  must,  when 
elected,  have  his  "local  existence"  within  the 
State,  but  his  permanent  habitation  may  be 
in  any  other  State,  or  in  any  other  country  1 
Their  quotations  from  Vattel,  showing  that 
inhabitants  may  be  strangers,  that  is  to   say, 


foreigners,  fully  justifies  me  in  ascribing  to 
them  this  preposterous  intei-pretation  of  the 
constitution. 

The  committee  very  properly  concede,  that 
the  definition  of  the  word  "  inhabitant,"  as  it 
was  contemporaneously  understood  in  Massar 
chusetts,  ought  to  have  great  weight  in 
fixing  its  import  in  the  present  case;  and 
they  cite  a  passage  in  the  constitution  of 
that  State,  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  their 
own  conclusion  upon  that  point,  viz:  "To 
remove  all  doubt  concerning  the  word  inhabi- 
tant, in  this  constitution,  every  person  shall  be 
considered  an  inhabitant  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  and  being  elected,  into  any  office  or 
place  within  the  State,  in  that  town,  district, 
or  plantation,  where  he  dwelleth  or  hath  his 
home."  Eep.  p.  6.  Now  this  passage  in  our 
State  constitution  is  in  point,  not  to  support, 
but  to  confute,  the  reasoning  of  the  comniittee; 
for  it  shows,  conclusively,  that  the  citizens  of 
Massachusetts  can  elect  and  be  elected,  not 
where  they  have  a  mere  "local  existence," 
where  they  are  "  strangers,"  in  the  language  of 
Vattel;  but,  where  they  have  their  "home" — 
their  domicil,  or  permanent  residence. 

In  conformity  with  this  understanding  of 
their  constitution,  has  been  the  constant  usage 
in  Massachusetts,  of  which  it  is  easy  to  enu- 
merate many  instances  in  point.  As  a  qualifi- 
cation for  the  office  of  Governor,  the  same 
constitution  requires  that  the  candidate  shall 
have  been  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  for  seven 
years  "  next  preceding  his  election."  Mr.  Gore 
had.  been  absent  in  England,  six  or  seven  years, 
as  a  commissioner  under  the  treaty  of  1794,  and 
within  three  or  four  years  after  his  return  was 
elected  Governor.  Tias  was  in  times  of  violent 
party  contention,  yet,  among  many  objections 
taken  at  the  scrutiny  in  the  Legislature,  tins 
was  never  once  mentioned.  The  present  Go- 
vernor, Eustis,  had  been  absent  fi-om  his 
country  on  a  foreign  mission,  for  many  years,  • 
and  within  three  or  four  years  after  his  return 
was  elected  to  the  same  office.  It  never  once 
occurred  to  those  who  preferred  his  rival  that 
he  was  not  eligible,  because,  for  more  than  half 
the  "  seven  years  next  preceding  his  election,"  he 
had  had  his  "  local  existence  "  in  a  foreign  coun- 
try. Nor  are  instances  wanting  of  persons  who 
were  absent  on  their  own  private  concerns,  being 
elected  to  offices  requiring,  by  the  constitutibn, 
that  they  should  have  been  inhabitants  a  term 
of  years,  which  included  the  period  of  their 
absence,  "next  preceding"  their  election; 
among  whom  the  cases  of  Benjamin  Hitchbom 
and  William  Hull  were  in  evidence  before  the 
committee.  To  obviate  the  force  of  these 
practical  interpretations  of  the  term  "mhabi- 
tant,"  as  used  in  Massachusetts,  the  comniittee 
are  obliged  to  resort  to  the  supposition  that  the 
elections  were  not  duly  contested  or  scrutinized, 
because  such  opposition  to  the  "  choice  of  the 
people  is  a  very  unpleasant  task."  But  the  fact 
is  well  known  that  this  "■  unpleasant  task"  was 
constantly,  and  with  avidity,  undertaken  by  ri- 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


691 


Makch,  1824.] 


Mr,  Bailey^s  Case, 


[H.  OF  K. 


vals  and  partisans,  whenever  any  plausible  pre- 
text was  afforded ;  and  many  examples  of  suc- 
cessful opposition  to  sitting  members  might 
easily  beaddaced.  The  real  cause  of  forbear- 
ance to  take  this  exception  to  the  validity  of 
the  elections,  before  stated,  was,  that  the  com- 
mon sense  and  understanding  of  the  community 
concurred  in  giving  the  construction  for  which 
we  contend,  to  the  term  in  question. 

How,  then,  it  may  be  asked,  is  the  permanent 
domicil,  the  home  or  habitation  of  a  person  to 
be  determined — of  a  man  who,  though  once 
well  known  as  both  an  inhabitant  and  resident, 
has  been  several  years  absent  ?  The  answer  is  not 
difficult ;  the  true  characteristic  is  the  a/nimus 
reoertendi,  the  intent  of  returning.  When  a 
person  removes  from  his  proper  home,  and  goes 
to  another  State  or  country  with  the  intention 
of  fixing  there  his  home,  his  rights,  as  an  in- 
habitant of  the  place  from  which  he  departs, 
cease  immediately,  and  do  not  continue,  as  the 
committee  erroneously  suppose,  till  he  shall 
have  acquired  new  rights  in  "  the  place  where 
he  has  taken  up  his  residence."  Eep.  p.  5. 
The  very  act  of  departure,  with  the  intention  of 
not  returning,  severs  at  once  his  relation  ot 
citizen,  and  divests  all  his  rights  and  privileges 
as  such.  On  the  contrary,  if  he  leaves  his  home 
for  any  other  State  or  country  to  transact  busi- 
ness, public  or  private — as  a  minister  in  a  foreign 
court,  or  a  consul ;  or,  as  a  merchant,  a  factor, 
or  a  student — still  intending,  when  the  object 
of  his  departure  from  his  permanent  home  shall 
have  been  accomplished,  to  return  and  resume 
his  accustomed  residence;  then  he  is  never 
divested  of  the  rights  which  his  inhabitancy 
conferred.  His  absence,  it  is  true,  deprived  him, 
in  some  respects,  of  enjoying  those  rights,  while 
it  continued,  but  the  rights  themselves  were 
neith.er  extinguished  nor  suspended. 

In  many  cases,  it  is  true,  there  may  be  much 
difficulty  in  determining,  or  proving,  the  exist- 
ence or  non-existence  of  the  intention  of  re- 
turning ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  confused  and 
contradictory  reasoning  of  the  committee  may 
be,  in  a  great  degree,  traced  to  their  mistaking 
the  evidence  of  the  criterion  for  the  criterion 
itself.  Thus  they  say,  p.  8,  if  a  son  absents 
himself  frojn  his  father's  house  for  years,  and 
in  the  mean  time  marries  a  wife — ^his  original 
domicil  must  be  considered  as  abandoned,  and 
a  new  one  established,  &c.  Fow,  who  does 
not  see  that  the  mere  circumstances  of  absence 
from  his  home  for  several  years,  and  marrying 
a  wife  in  another  place,  are  not  ipso  facto  a 
permanent  change  of  habitation ;  they  are,  in- 
deed, circumstances  having  a  tendency  to  es- 
tablish the  real  criterion,  the  intention.  The 
truth  is,  a  person  cannot  assume  the  right  of  a 
citizen  or  inhabitant  in  the  place  to  which  he 
removes,  without  his  own  voluntary  assent. 
The  relation  of  a  citizen  to  the  country  or  com- 
munity where  he  belongs,  is  a  contract,  and  his 
assent  is  indispensable.  By  mere  residence,  it 
is  true,  he  incurs  certain  obligations,  and  by 
comity  between  o?ir  States  and  cities,  his  silence 


alone  might  be  considered  as  implying  his  as- 
sent to  become  a  citizen ;  but  if  he  remains 
silent,  when  he  really  does  not  intend  to  be- 
come a  citizen  by  a  permanent  residence,  and 
by  that  means  is  admitted  to  exercise  the  rights 
of  a  citizen,  he  commits  a  fraud  upon  the  com- 
munity,  whose  comity  is  thus  abused.  If  he 
disclosed  the  truth,  that  he  considers  the  place 
from  which  he  came  as  his  proper  home,  and 
that  he  does  not  intend  to  become  a  citizen  of 
the  place  of  his  temporary  residence,  nor  to 
identify  himself  as  su*  with  its  interests ;  he 
could  not  be  admitted  to  the  privileges  of  citi- 
zens and  inhabitants.  WiU  any  one  deny  that 
a  person,  persisting  in  such  an  intention,  ex- 
plicitly avowed,  of  returning  to  Boston  or 
Philadelphia,  his  native  city,  and  the  place  from 
which  he  had  emigrated,  would  not  be  allowed, 
at  Kichmond  or  Charleston,  to  exercise  the 
right  of  suffrage  as  a  citizen?  No  length  of 
time,  not  even  marriage  or  any  other  circum- 
stance, could  obviate  the  single  objection  as 
long  as  it  continued  to  exist.  Our  laws  for 
naturalization  of  aliens  require  a  solemn  de- 
claration in  a  court  of  record  of  the  wish  and 
intention  of  foreigners  to  take  upon  themselves 
the  duties  and  rights  of  citizens.  The  differ- 
ence between  foreigners  and  the  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States,  in  relation  to  each  other,  is 
only  in  the  degree  of  alienage,  if  I  may  use  the 
expression ;  the  principles  in  transfer  of  rights 
and  obligations  from  citizens  of  one  State  to 
another,  are  perfectly  analogous.  The  intention 
in  one  case  must  be  solemnly  avowed  in  a  court, 
in  the  other  it  is  sometimes  inferred  from  resi- 
dence and  silence,  with  other  concurrent  cir- 
cumstances ;  but,  in  neither  case,  can  the  new 
relation  of  citizen  be  obtained  against  the  ex- 
plicit intention  of  the  individual  himself. 

Let  us  apply  these  principles  to  the  case  of 
the  member  from  Massachusetts,  whose  seat  is 
contested.  He  is  a  native  of  Canton,  in  the 
State  for  which  he  was  elected;  but,  at  an 
early  age,  left  his  father's  house,  and  received 
his  education  at  a  college  in  a  neighboring 
State.  When  his  education  was  completed,  he 
was  appointed  an  instructor  in  the  same  semi- 
nary, where  he  remained  several  years. 

On  his  return  to  his  native  place,  he  was  very 
shortly  elected  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State,  and  on  that  occasion,  his  absence 
from  the  State  was  urged  as  a  disqualification 
under  the  provision  of  the  constitution  of  the 
State  before  stated,  requiring  the  inhabitancy  of 
members  within  the  State  for  a  term  of  years 
next  preceding.  After  full  investigation,  the 
objection  was  abandoned,  which  is  another 
practical  interpretation  of  the  term  inhabitant, 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  In  autumn, 
1817,  he  was  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  a  clerk  in  that  department,  in  which  situ- 
ation he  remained,  till  he  was  elected  to  the 
station  which  he  now  occupies.  During  this 
period,  he  has  frequently  revisited  his  friends 
in  Norfolk  district,  and  has  constantly  main- 
tained such  an  intercourse  through  the  medium 
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of  friends  and  correspondents,  as  lias  preserved 
an  intimate  knowledge  of  his  present  constitu- 
ents, and  of  their  sentiments  and  political 
views.  Indeed,  without  this,  it  may  safely  be 
aifirmed  he  could  not  have  obtained  a  nomina- 
tion, much  less  an  election,  against  numerous 
competitors  and  powerful  opposition.  Several 
years  since,  it  is  within  my  personal  knowledge, 
though  not  included  in  the  printed  evidence 
before  the  committee,  that  he  was  a  candidate 
for  the  same  station,  which,  however,  was  at 
that  time  conferred  on  the  worthy  predecessor 
in  this  House  of  Governor  Eustis.  Before  his 
appointment  to  the  State  department,  and  while 
an  instructor  at  Providence,  he  selected  a  libra- 
ry, of  considerable  value,  vrhich  was  placed  in 
his  apartment  in  his  father's  house,  and  there 
still  remains.  In  Washington  he  had  lived  in  a 
boarding-house,  and  devoted  his  attention  ex- 
clusively to  his  oflSoial  duties,  taking  no  share 
whatever  in  the  local  concerns  of  the  city  or 
the  District.  He  never  assembled  at  the  ward 
or  other  local  meetings,  was  never  a  candidate 
for  any  ofBoe,  was  never  assessed  in  any  tax,  or 
took  any  other  concern  in  the  interests  of  the 
place,  than  any  stranger.  Had  he  intended  to 
become  a  citizen  of  Washington,  it  is  reason- 
able to  presume  he  would  have  intermingled  in 
the  various  measures  which  have  characterized 
the  citizens  of  the  District.  With  the  ambition 
which  we  must  admit  he  has  always  enter- 
tained, of  participating  in  the  councfls  of  the 
nation,  an  honorable  ambition,  of  which  he 
never  lost  sight,  instead  of  seeking  that  distinc- 
tion from  the  suffrages  of  his  native  district  of 
Norfolk,  he  would  probably  have  been  foremost 
among  those  who  have  so  exerted  their  efforts 
to  obtain  a  delegate  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia upon  the  floor  of  this  House.  In  these 
efforts  he  might  reasonably  have  expected  some 
distinction ;  and,  could  the  point  have  been  at- 
tained by  delivering  the  citizens  from  what 
some  of  them  have  recently  denominated  the 
"  despotism  "  of  Congress — a  paternal  despot- 
ism, however,  they  admit  it  to  be — he  might 
fairly  have  challenged  a  high  place  among  the 
"liberators"  of  the  present  times.  From  all 
these  overt  acts  of  citizenship,  he  wholly  ab- 
stained ;  and  these,  in  my  opinion,  constitute  a 
chain  of  negative  facts,  which,  in  coincidence 
with  his  continued  and  uncontradicted  declara- 
tions of  his  intention  of  remaining  a  citizen  and 
inhabitant  of  Massachusetts,  which  are  so  ex- 
plicitly proved,  can  leave  no  possible  doubt  that 
such  was  his  intention,  fixed  and  unchanging, 
from  the  day  of  his  departure  to  the  present 
hour. 

Mr.  Eanbolph,  of  Virginia,  made  a  short 
speech  in  support  of  the  report,  and,  against  the 
right  of  the  sitting  member. 

The  question  was  'then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  strike  out  the  word  "not,"  and  decided  in 
the  negative — ayes  65,  noes  105. 

So  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  refased  to  re- 
verse the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  adverse  to  Mr.  Bailey's  claim  to  a  seat. 


Mr.  Eandolph  then  moved  that  the  commit- 
tee rise,  and  report  their  concurrence  with  that 
report. 

Mr.  Bailbt  expressed  a  wish  to  address  the 
House,  and  was  desirous  that  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  would  withdraw  his  motion,  and 
suffer  the  committee  to  report  progress,  and  ask 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  BnENT  opposed  the  motion  of  Mr.  Eas- 

DOLPH. 

Mr.  FuxLEE  moved  to  report  progress  and  ask 
leave  to  sit  again. 

The  Chair  pronounced  this  motion  out  of 
order,  as  it  was  not  yet  four  o'clock,  and  the 
rule  of  the  House  forbade  such  a  motion  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  before  that  hour,  un- 
less to  ask  leave  to  sit  on  a  day  subsequent  to 
the  next  succeeding  one. 

Mr.  MoDuiTiE  contended  that  the  rule  did 
not  apply,  and  appealed  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair. 

Some  confusion  ensued.  Several  members 
were  up  at  once.  The  appeal  was  withdrawn, 
and,  after  much  altercation,  the  question  was 
taken  on  reporting  and  asking  leave,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative — ayes  79,  noes  86. 

The  question  was  next  put  on  reporting  the 
resolution  of  the  committee  without  amend- 
ment, and  carried. 

The  hour  of  four  having  by  this  time  arrived, 
Mr.  EmLLEE  renewed  his  motion  to  rise,  report 
progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was 
carried. 

The  committee  rose  accordingly,  reported  the 
resolution,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again;  and 
the  question  being  put  on  granting  leave,  it  was 
decided  in  the  aflBirmative — ayes  84,  noes  80. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ouuepee,  the 
House  adjourned. 

[The  grounds  on  which  this  qnestdon  rests,  will  he 
best  understood  by  comparrng  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections  with  Mr.  Bailey's  reply.  It  may 
be  necessary,  summarily,  to  state  that  Mr.  Bailey, 
when  elected  by  his  constituents  at  Norfolk,  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, was,  and  for  several  years  had  been,  re- 
siding at  Washington,  performing  the  duty  of  a  clerk 
in  the  Department  of  State,  and  had  married  in  this 
city ;  but  had  taken  no  share  in  municipal  concerns 
here,  and  constantly  declared  his  intention  to  retaru 
to  Massachusetts,  where  his  home  was  stated  to  be, 
and  where  he  possessed  a  valuable  Ubrary.  It  is  con- 
tended by  the  Committee  of  Elections,  that  he  was 
not  an  "  inhabitant"  of  Norfolk-  in  the  sense  of  the 
constitiltion,  but  was  an  inhabitant  of  Washington ; 
it  is  insisted  on  by  Mr.  B.  and  his  defenders,  that, 
though  actually  resident  at  Washington,  this  resi- 
dence was  temporary,  his  home  was  in  Norfolk,  and 
he  was,  therefore,  an  "inhabitant"  of  the  latter 
place,  within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution,  and 
was  to  be  considered  on  the  same  footing  with  for- 
eign Ministers,  who,  though  bodily  absent,  on  public 
service,  retain,  nevertheless,  their  homes  in^eir  own 
States,  and  are  eligible  to  Congress,  &0.3 

Thdesdat,  March  18. 

Mr.  Bailey's  Oaae. 

Mr.  Stoebs  said :  Let  us  discard,  sir,  these 
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subtle  refinements,  ■wHch  only  lead  us  from 
perplexity  to  absm-dity,  and  construe  this  con- 
stitution as  we  should,  according  to  the  plain 
common  acceptation  of  words.  It  is  a  question 
of  conMnon  sense  merely.  The  gentleman  has 
resided  in  this  city  more  than  seven  years ;  his 
family  are  here ;  his  dwelling-place  is  here ;  it 
is  his  home.  He  is  eligible  to  any  office  under 
the  corporation  of  the  place — a  subject  of  tax- 
ation in  the  District — ^liable  to  jury  duties.  I 
repeat  the  question  which  I  put  to  the  commit- 
tee before.  It  has  not  yet  been  answered.  If 
this  District  was  entitled  to  a  delegate  in  this 
House,  whose  qualification  should  be  that  he 
was  an  inhabitant  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
would  he  not  be  eligible  to  the  place  ?  Is  he 
not  now  entitled  to  every  privilege  or  right  of 
an  inhabitant  of  this  District,  be  those  rights 
what  they  may,  civil  or  political  ?  These  ques- 
tions must  be  answered  in  the  afiirmative ;  and, 
unless  it  can  be  shown,  that  he  has  a  sort  of 
double  capacity,  which  may  constitute  him  an 
inhabitant  of  two  distinct  places  at  one  time, 
and  furnish  him  with  two  different  domioils,  he 
must  be  considered  as  an  inhabitant  of  this 
District.  What  the  nature  of  his  rights  may 
be  here,  or  their  extent,  is  a  question  of  no  im- 
portance. Be  they  greater  or  less,  he  is  enti- 
tled to  them,  whatever  they  may  be.  It  is 
enough  for  us  that  he  has  become  an  inhabitant 
of  the  District,  and  has  lost  his  inhabitancy  in 
Massachusetts,  and  is  thereby  rendered  obnox- 
ious to  that  clause  of  the  constitution  which 
forbids  his  eligibility  in  that  State. 

Against  these  plain  conclusions  of  common 
sense, 'it  has  been  maintained,  that  he  is,  never- 
theless, to  be  considered,  for  the  purpose  of 
eligibility,  an  inhabitant  of  Massachusetts.  It 
is  so  contended,  for  the  alleged  reason  that  the 
removal  of  a  peTson  to  this  District,  for  the 
purpose  of  executing  a  public  office,  shall  not 
work  a  dissolution  of  his  inhabitancy  in  the 
State  from  whence  he  comes ;  but  that  he  shall 
stiU  be  deemed  to  retain  his  inhabitancy  as  a 
citizen  of  that  State.  This  doctrine  can  only 
be  maintained  on  ground  derived  either  from 
the  peculiar  political  relative  situation  of  the 
Distnct,  or  the  nature  of  a  public  office  or  em- 
ployment. "What  peculiarity,  sir,  exists  in  rela- 
tion to  this  territory  of  ten  miles  square,  not 
common  to  all  other  territories  of  the  United 
States?  We  have  the  "power  of  exercising 
exclusive  legislation  in  aU  cases"  over  it — a 
phrase  which  denotes  unlimited  sovereignty. 
We  are  sovereign  here  precisely  in  the  same 
sense,  and  to  the  same  extent,  as  over  all  na- 
tional territory.  The  same  jurisdiction,  for  the 
same  purposes,  to_  an  unlimited  degree,  we  en- 
joy over  them  all!  Inhabitancy  in  this  District 
is  precisely  of  the  nature  of  inhabitancy  in  any 
other  territory  of  the  United  States.  Are  gen- 
tlemen prepared  to  maintain  that  all  the  emi- 
grants to  the  Arkansas,  Michigan,  or  Florida 
Territories,  retain  their  inhabitancy,  under  any 
technical  notion,  in  the  respective  States  from 
which  they  went?  or  if  a  different  rule  is  to  be 


applied  to  their  case,  I  hope  gentlemen  will 
point  out  in  what  particular'  such  a  difference 
exists  from  tliis  District,  and  on  what  principles 
it  is  founded.  Is  it  possible  that  inhabitancy 
may  be  acquired  in  these  Territories  by  re- 
moval to,  and  Bettlemeht  in  them,  and  not  in 
this  District  ?  It  is  a  distinction  altogether  un- 
tenable. 

Is  there  any  thing,  then,  in  the  nature  of  the 
public  employment,  or  the  locality  of  the  duties 
of  the  office,  which  can  justly  create  a  distinc- 
tion ?  Had  the  gentleman  been  appointed  col- 
lector of  the  port  of  Norfolk,  to  which  place 
he  had  removed,  where  he  had  married,  and 
resided  seven  years,  he  would  clearly  be  eligible 
to  this  House,  as  an  inhabitant  of  Virginia. 
His  appointment  as  a  judge  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan  or  Florida,  and  removal  to  the  seat  of 
his  duties  in  such  territory,  would  equally  con- 
stitute him  an  inhabitant  of  the  territory,  and 
he  would  doubtless  acquire  the  capacity  of  be- 
ing eligible  to  this  House  as  a  delegate. 

If  the  rule  which  gentlemen  contend  for  ap- 
plies to  a  removal  to  a  Territory  by  reason  of 
some  saving  power  of  original  State  inhabitan- 
cy derived  from  the  nature  of  the  employment, 
the  same  reason  would  preserve  the  inhabitancy 
on  a  removal  to  other  States,  and  all  public 
functionaries  would  thus  retain  or  acqmre  the 
right  of  eligibility  either  in  the  States  from 
which  they  removed,  or  which  they  had  adopt- 
ed, or  both.  By  such  an  interpretation  of  the 
constitution,  all  the  registers-  and  receivers  of 
your  Western  land  offices,  the  governors  and 
judges  of  the  Territories,  from  Lake  Erie  to 
Florida,  and  your  Indian  agents,  are  to  be 
deemed  inhabitants  of  their  original  States  and 
eligible  as  such  to  this  House.  Mr.  S.  said  he 
hoped  gentlemen  would  also  define  the  extent 
of  this  privilege  of  their  original  inhabitancy. 
Were  they  to  be  considered  as  inhabitants  of 
the  States  from  which  they  emigratedgfor  any 
other  purposes,  and  for  what  purposes?  Would 
they  be  recognized  in  such  States  as  inhabitants 
for  any  local  purposes  ?  or  must  not  the  argu- 
ment result  in  the  absurd  conclusion  that  eligi- 
bility to  this  House  is  the  only  capacity  which 
they  retain  during  all  their  migrations  ?  If  any 
such  anomalous  and  incongruous  doctrine  can 
be  supported,  let  me,  said  Mr.  S.,  put  a  case 
which  has  actually  occurred  and  now  exists. 
The  present  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  re- 
moved from  South  Carolina  to  Philadelphia  on 
the  organization  of  the  Government — ^he  con- 
tinued to  reside  at  Philadelphia  until  the  re- 
moval of  the  Seat  of  Government  to  this  city 
in  1801.  Had  he  been  elected  before  1801  as  a 
representative  in  Congress  from  the  city  or 
county  of  Philadelphia,  would  it  be  seriously 
urged  that  he  was  not  an  inhabitant  of  that 
place,  and  for  that  reason  ineligible  ?  He  has 
since  removed  to  this  city;  and  I  ask  whether, 
by  this  new  doctrine,  he  is  still  to  be  considered 
as  an  inhabitant  of  Philadelphia,  or  has  he  been 
remitted  back  to  his  first  inhabitancy  in  South 
Carolina,  because  this  District  is  territory,  and 
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not  within  any  of  the  States — or  for  any  other 
reason?  It  has  been  asked,  in  general  terms, 
if  we  are  prepared  to  disfranchise  all  who  hold 
public  ofiBces  in  the  District?  No,  sir,  I  am 
not  prepared  to  outlaw  them,  if  this  is  what  is 
meant  by  the  question.  But,  when  gentlemen 
use  these  extreme  expressions,  it  is  well  to  ex- 
amine how  far  the  political  right  of  all  has 
been  abridged  in  this  respect  by  the  constitu- 
tion. An  inhabitant  of  one  State  is  deprived 
of  the  right  of  being  elected  in  all  the  other 
States.  Is  there  any  reason  in  the  imagination 
of  any  part  of  the  House,  why  this  District,  or 
those  who  are  inhabitants  here,  should  be  more 
highly  favored,  and  gifted  with  more  unlimited 
privileges,  than  the  inhabitants  of  the  States  ? 
Where,  then,  is  the  disfranchisement  which  has 
been  so  often  complained  of  and  resounded  in 
this  debate,  and  in  what  does  it  consist  ?  The 
inhabitants  of  this  District  are,  in  this  respect, 
on  a  perfect  equality  with  all  others.  If  they 
have  not  the  right  of  sitting  in  this  House  as 
members,  the  fault,  if  anywhere,  is  in  the  con- 
stitution, which  has  denied  the  District  a  repre- 
sentation, because  it  is  a  imion  of  the  States 
and  not  of  Territories. 

A  motion  was  now  (about  4  o'clock)  made  to 
adjourn ;  lost — ayes  80,  noes  95. , 

Mr.  McDiTFFiE  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Honse  that  John 
Bailey  came  to  the  city  of  Washington  in  the  year 
1817,  with  the  intention  of  returning  to  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  and  that  the  said  intention  has  con- 
tinned  to  the  time  of  his  election  to  this  House. 

"Resolved,  therefore,  That  he  is  entitled  to  his  seat 
in  this  Honse." 

Mr.  Aeohee  moved  to  adjourn ;  but  the  mo- 
tion was  lost — ayes  80,  noes  100. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 
_  Mr.  Tatloe  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Sloanb  caUed  for  the  previous  question, 
which  call  the  House  sustained— ayes  93,  noes 
T8.  ' 

Mr.  MooEB,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  adjourn 
and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question! 
The  House  refused  to  take  it  by  yeas  and  nays ; 
and  the  question  being  taken,  liie  House  refused 
to  adjourn — ayes  41,  noes  124. 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  (the  previous 
question  having  precluded  all  debate  as  well  as 
amendment,)  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays, — 
yeas  125,  nays  66. 

So  it  was  resolved  that  John  Bailey  is  not  en- 
titled to  a  seat  in  this  House. 

[Pending  the  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays,  when 
the  vote  of  Mr.  McDtjpwk  was  called  for,  he 
rose  and  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting,  and 
gave  as  a  reason,  "  that  he  wished  those  who 
should  come  after  him  into  this  House,  to  under- 
stand the  grounds  upon  which  his  vote  rested, 
for  which  purpose  he  offered  an  amendment, 


and  which  had  been  put  aside,  without  a  divi- 
sion, by  the  previous  question."] 


Feidat,  March  19. 
llgFect  of  the  Tariff,  &e. 

Mr.  Van  Rensselaee,  from  the  Committee 
on  Agriculture,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire 
if  an  increase  of  the  duty  now  established  by 
law,  on  any  article  of  foreign  growth  or  manufac- 
ture, will  be  for  the  interest  of  the  agriculturist, 
and  if  there  be  any  such  article,  to  name  the 
same,  together  with  the  additional  amount  of 
duty  which  they  deem  beneficial  to  the  agricul- 
tural interest,  made  a  repoi-t ;  which  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Tlie  report  is  as  follows  : 

That,  in  the  apprehension  of  your  committee,  what- 
ever increases  the  consumption  of  its  products,  whe- 
ther at  home  or  abroad,  necessarily  advances  the  in- 
terest of  agriculture.  He  who  cultivates  the  soil, 
looks  beyond  the  supply  of  his  own  wants  for  the 
profits  of  his  labor.  He  loolcs  to  a  market  for  the  sur- 
plus products  of  his  industry.  The  home  market,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  is  at  aU  times  to  be 
preferred  to  the  foreign  market,  when  the  reward  of 
agricultural  pursuits  is  equal — the  former  is  less 
precarious  than  the  latter ;  it  is,  also,  more  permanent 
and  certain,  and  above  the  reach  of  yestraiiung  and 
prohibitory  duties  of  foreign  hostility ;  and  wh'en  the 
home_  market  can  he  increased  in  its  demands,  with- 
out diminishing  in  a  greater  degree  the  foreign  con- 
sumption, it  would  seem  wise  and  prudent  to  promote 
its  extension  by  eveiy  rational  means  within  the 
sphere  of  legislation. 

Your  committee  consider  the  increase  of  duties  on 
many  foreign  articles  now  imported  into  the  United 
States,  would  promote  the  agricultural  prosperity  of 
the  nation.  A  portion  of  population  engaged  in  man- 
ufactures would  necessarily  depend  on  the  fanner  for 
subsistence,  and  create  a  more  perfect  and  profitable 
division  of  labor  than  now  exists.  A  new  market 
would  be  opened,  and  a  new  demand  created,  for  all 
the  raw  materials  which  new  manufactures  would 
consume.  It  cannot  be  denied,  that,  if  all  the  manu- 
factured articles  now  consuiped  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States  were  manufactured  within  the  bounds 
of  our  country,  from  the  raw  material  furnished  by 
ourselves,  the  value  of  our  lands  would  be  increased, 
and  the  profits  of  agricultural  labor  considerably  aug- 
mented. Demand  and  consumption  would  be  £- 
rectly  extended — a  great  extent  of  soil  now  devoted 
to  the  growing  of  products  that  afford  no  sufficient 
stunidus  to  cultivation.  The  soU  and  climate  of  the 
United  States  are  capable  of  producing  the  various 
articles  necessary  for  such  manufacturing .  establish- 
ments as  wiU  most  naturally  flourish  in  this  country, 
and  of  such  as  would  inevitably  be  consumed,  pro- 
vided manufacturing  lab9r  should  be  extended.  By  a 
comprehensive  and  rigorous  system  of  policy,  calen- 
lated  to  unfold  onr  agricultursj  resources,  a  spirit  of 
emulation  and  industry  would  be  diffused  over  the 
land  ;  a  vast  and  active  system  of  internal  exchange 
would  rise  np ;  the  expense  of  transportation  in  heavy 
articles  would  be,  in  a  great  measure,  saved ;  and,  in 
fact,  that  which  should  be  ardently  wished  for,  in 
every  agricultural  country,  a  home  market,  would 
appear ;  this,  too,  would  prove  a  market  at  once  va- 
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rious,  in  point  of  demand,  but  sure,  steady,  and  un- 
changing. The  policy,  the  caprice,  the  selfishness, 
and  the  hostility  of  other  nations  could  not  affect  it. 
On  this  point,  therefore,  the  -committee  cannot  enter- 
tain any  doubt.  The  extension  of  domestic  manu- 
factures, depending  on  the  production  of  such  raw 
materials  as  can  be  found  in  this  country,  must  in- 
crease the  demand  and  consumption  of  those  mate- 
rials, and  of  course  secure  a  new  and  ready  market. 

As  to  the  articles  of  foreign  growth,  to  which  an 
increase  of  duty  should  apply,  in  order  to  promote  the 
prosperity  of  our  agriciiture,  the  committee  need 
only  remark,  that,  if  the  principles  which  they  ad- 
vance be  sound,  the  duty  should  embrace  every  raw 
material  found  or  procured  with  ease  and  cheapness, 
and  in  abundance  in  the  United  States.  The  com- 
mittee have  confined  themselves  to  the  home  market, 
in  the  brief  view  which  they  have  presented.  The 
question  how  far  the  increase  of  this  home  market, 
by  an  increase  of  duty  on  foreign  articles,  would 
aifect  the  demand  of  our  agricultural  products  abroad, 
leads  to  a  new  train  of  considerations.  The  first 
inquiry  which  naturally  occurs  on  this  point  is,  what 
are  the  inducements  with  foreign  nations  to  purchase 
the  productions  of  our  soil?  what  their  motives? 
what  the  moving  causes  of  the  market  which  they 
extend  ?  Is  their  policy  founded  on  favor,  reciproci- 
ty, self-interest,  or  necessity  ?  On  this  subject,  there 
is  little  ground  for  difference  of  opinion.  Foreign 
nations  act  not  for  us,  but  for  themselves.  Favor, 
and  even  reciprocity,  form  no  basis  for  their  measures 
towards  us  beyond  the  compass  of  bare  expediency. 
They  will  consume  our  raw  materials  when  they 
cannot  do  better ;  when  they  can,  they  will  not  con- 
sume them.  When  the  consumption  of  our  agricul- 
tural products  comes  in  contact  with  any  principle  of 
political  economy  applicable  to  their  own  condition, 
a  hostile  tariff  meets  us  at  their  shores.  Hence,  the 
foreign  market,  for  the  fruits  of  our  soil,  depends  but 
little  on  the  sale  which  foreign  manufactures  fiad  in 
this  country ;  and,  whether  we  purchase  more  or  less, 
foreign  nations  wUl  graduate  their  policy  towards  us, 
by  a  standard  independent  of  any  general  system  of 
duties  which  we  may  adopt ;  at  least,  so  it  appears  to 
your  committee. 

How  long  would  Great  Britain  purchase  our  cotton 
if  her  own  colonies  could  supply  her  demands  ?  How 
many  nations  would  consume  any  article  that  is  culti- 
vated by  the  American  agriculturist,  if  they  could 
find  their  demand  suppb'ed  on  better  and  more  ad- 
vantageous conditions,  by  home  industry?  These 
questions  are  'answered  by  then-  proposition ;  it  is, 
tiierefore,  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  the 
foreign  market  for  our  agricultural  products,  and  for 
the  staple  articles  of  our  exports,  in  the  shape  of  raw 
materials,  will  not  be  essentially  affected  by  any  in- 
crease of  duty  on  those  foreign  manufactures  which 
are  composed  of  similar  materials. 

As  to  the  amount  of  duty  which  should  be  Imposed, 
it  must  always  depend  upon  a  variety  of  considera- 
tions, which  need  not  be  detailed ;  it  should  be  suffi- 
cient to  secure  the  exclusive  and  constant  demand  of 
our  raw  materials,  and  to  sustain  the  American  man- 
ufacturer in  his  pursuits ;  it  mtist  be  competent  to 
build  up  and  protect  those  manufaoturiog  establish- 
ments at  present  in  the  country,  and  which,  with  a 
reasonable  encouragement,  will  present  a  constant  de- 
mand for  those  raw  materials. 

In  fact,  as  to  the  articles  of  foreign  growth  or  man- 
ufacture, which  should  be  taxed  in  order  to  increase 


our  agricultural  prosperity,  your  committee  would 
refer,  generally,  to  the  tanff  now  before  the  House. 
The  committee  do  not  perceive  the  necessity  of  select- 
ing any  articles,  or  of  imposing  any  duties,  beyond 
those  embraced  by  that  bilL 

The  Tariff  Bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tod,  the  House  again  went 
into  Committee  of  the  "Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  (Mr.  Ooitdiot  in  the  chair,)  on  the  bill 
for  amending  the  acts  laying  duties  on  imports. 

The  question  stiU  bKng  on  Mr.  MoKna's  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  the  ITTth  line  of  the  bill,  "  on 
tallow,  four  cents  per  pound." 

Tallow. 

Mr.  Baylies  said  that  he  felt  somewhat  dis- 
couraged by  the  symptoms  of  hostility  which 
had  been  manifested,  in  some  quarters  of  the 
House,  to  the  object  of  the  memorialists  of  New 
Bedford  and  Nantucket.  As  he  had  the  honor 
to  claini  the  citizens  of  one  of  those  towns  as 
constituents,  he  felt  it  incumbent  on  him  to 
offer  some  remarks  touching  the  memorials  and 
the  remonstrances,  and,  he  trusted,  that,  al- 
though four  great  cities  had  combined  their 
forces,  on  this  question,  that  the  interests  of 
two  humble  and  obscure  villages  would  not  be 
neglected,  if  he  could  make  it  appear  that  it  was 
for  the  advantage  of  the  nation  that  those  inter- 
ests should  be  protected. 

The  whole  population,  directly  interested  in 
the  whale  fishery,  cannot  be  estimated  at  less 
than  30,000.  The  tallow-chandlers  say  that 
"  imported  tallow  is  not  fit  to  be  manufactured 
into  candles  for  exportation,  or  for  home  con- 
sumption ; "  of  course  it  can  make  no  diflferenoe 
to  them,  so  far  as  the  manufacture  of  candles  is 
concerned.  But  they  say  "  an  increased  duty 
will  prevent  its  manufacture  and  limit  the  ex- 
port." It  is  evident  that  they  wish  to  keep 
down  the  price  of  tallow,  and  therefore  their 
interest  is  at  variance  with  the  interest  of  the 
growers  of  cattle. 

Should  it  be  admitted  that  aU  the  evils  which 
the  tallow-chandlers  apprehend  would  be  real- 
ized, yet  they  find  a  remedy  in  the  drawback, 
and  the  allowance  of  the  drawback  reduces  the 
protection  to  whalemen  to  almost  nothing.  I 
do  not  know  but  that  I  ought  to  move  that  the 
section  which  allows  the  drawback  should  be 
stricken  from  the  bO. 

They  obtain,  by  that  section,  75  per  cent,  of 
the  duty  on  the  export  of  the  article.  I  am 
aware  that  much  may  be  said  about  the  frauds 
which  may  be  practised  on  the  revenue — I  do 
not  pretend  to  deny  but  that  frauds  may  he 
committed ;  every  article  embrace  in  the  hiU  is 
liable  to  the  same  objection;  if  the  whole  com- 
munity are  rogues,  there  is  no  question  but  that 
many  frauds  may  be  successfully  attempted ;  but 
if  these  tallow-chandlers  are  what  they  repre- 
sent themselves  to  be,  (and  I  do  not  feel  disposed 
to  question  their  assertions,)  but  Uttle  danger 
on  this  score  is  to  be  apprehended — if  they  are 
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not,  they  ought  not  to  receive  the  benefit  of 
the  drawback. 

An  increased  duty  on  tallow  would  more  im- 
mediately promote  the  interests  of  the  growers 
of  cattle ;  by  the  farmer,  the  effect  would  be 
felt  at  once,  while  the  benefit  to  the  fishery, 
though  equally  sure,  would  be  more  remote. 

The  interest  of  the  whale  fishery,  and  of  agri- 
culture, are  inseparably  connected;  this  connec- 
tion will  clearly  appear,  if  the  following  circum- 
stances are  considered :  Nothing  is  used  in  the 
construction  of  the  whale  ships  but  what  is 
obtained  from  the  farmers,  with  the  exception 
of  iron,  duck,  and  cordage. 

The  timber  is  obtained  from  the  woodlands 
of  the  farmer.  The  plank  are  sawed  at  his  mills. 
His  teams  are  employed  in  the  transportation  of 
the  timber  and  plank — a  transportation  fre- 
quently of  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  miles.  A 
ship  going  round  Cape  Horn  requires  from  100 
to  150  barrels  of  beef  and  pork,  150  barrels  of 
flour,  a  considerable  quantity  of  peas,  beans, 
cheese,  butter,  rice,  corn,  &c.  ;  supplies  not 
drawn  from  a  small  territorial  space,  but  from 
a  wide  country.  Staves  and  hard  pine  boards 
for  heading  are  obtained  almost  exclusively  from 
the  South,  particularly  from  Georgia  and  the 
Carolinas. 

In  the  construction  of  the  ships  the  services 
of  a  numerous  class  of  mechanics  are  required, 
viz: 

Shipwrights,  ship-joiners,  calkers,  riggers, 
blockmakers,  sailmakers,  blacksmiths,  boat- 
builders,  painters,  &o. 

All  these  mechanics  are  fed  by  the  farmers. 

Another  branch  of  mechanical  industry,  not 
much  required  in  other  vessels,  is  in  constant 
requisition  for  the  service  of  the  fishery,  viz  : 
that  of  coopers,  in  manufacturing  the  casks  ne- 
cessary to  contain  the  oil  which  is  obtained  in 
the  whale  voyages. 

The  manufacture  of  iron  hoops  for  the  casks 
has  already  become  a  great  and  profitable  brancb 
of  manufacturing  labor.  Twelve  hundred  tons 
are  said  to  be  annually  required. 

Numbers  of  coasting  vessels  are  constantly 
employed  in  the  service  of  the  whale  ships. 
First,  in  bringing  from  New  Tork  and  the  States 
further  South  the  flour  and  provisions  for  feed- 
ing the  crew,  and  in  the  transportation  of  staves, 
boards,  &c. ;  and  then  in  transporting  the  oil 
along  the  coast  to  supply  the  light-houses,  and 
the  towns  and  cities  on  the  Atlantic^ 

Hemp,  iron,  and  duck,  pay  high  duties  to  the 
revenue,  as  also  the  molasses,  sugar,  tea,  coffee, 
liquors,  &c.,  which  are  used  for  ship  stores. 

The  mind,  in  pui'suing  the  business  created 
by  this  fishery  into  all  its  ramifications;  is  lost 
in  utter  astonishment  at  finding  such  a  .vast 
variety  of  interests  to  be  involved  in  it,  and 
such  an  equal  diffusion  of  its  benefits ;  not  en- 
riching monopolists,  but  bringing  plenty  to  the 
door  of  the  farmer,  the  mechanic,  the  manufac- 
turer, and  the  merchant;  not  paying  a  miserable 
stipend  of  monthly  wages  for  the  toils,  the 
dangers,  the  suflerings,  the  sickness,  and  the 


lives  of  our  noble-hearted  and  invaluable  sea- 
men, but  admitting  them  to  share  the  profits  as 
well  as  the  dangers  of  theii-  long  and  adventu- 
rous voyages.  The  oil  is  shared  in  certain  pro- 
portions by  the  ship-owners,  masters,  mates, 
seamen,  and  boys.  The  interest  is  common. 
The  jjrofit  is  common.  The  loss  is  common. 
There  is  certainly  no  branch  of  navigation  or 
manufactures  which,  according  to  the  capital 
employed,  requires  so  much  labor  as  this. 

The  memorialists  of  New  Bedford  and  Nan- 
tucket expect  no  relief,  unless  it  shall  appear, 
after  a  full  examination,  that  it  would  be  for  the 
national  interest  that  they  should  be  relieved. 

Every  day's  experience  proves  that  it  is  to 
our  Navy  we  must  look  for  the  protection  of 
our  commerce. 

That  Navy,  to  be  eflBcient,  must  be  manned 
by  young,  hardy,  and  active  seamen.  As  a 
nursery  of  such  seamen  this  fishery  is  invaluable. 
Every  whale  ship- takes  from  six  to  nine  green 
hands;  and,  after  one  voyage,  returns  them 
finished  seamen,  made  so,  sir,  by  the  long  and 
continuous  voyage,  and  by  the  sober,  correct, 
and  steady  discipline  which  universally  prevails 
in  these  ships.  They  are  returned  witii  untaint- 
ed morals,  and  with  qualities  peculiar  and  great; 
yes,  sir,  great.  It  requires  no  ordinary  resolu- 
tion to  unfurl  the  sail  to  the  winds  of  heaven ; 
to  separate  from  persons  and  objects  made  dear 
by  association,  connection,  and  family  ties ;  to 
abandon  for  years  the  face  of  civilization — their 
ship  their  world,  with  nothing  around  them  but 
the  wide  waste  of  waters ; 

"  Their  inarch  upon  the  mountain  wave, 
Their  home  upon  the  deep." 

It  is  by  long  separation  from  accustomed  as- 
sociations, that  men  acquire  that  habitude  of 
thought  and  of  action,  which  qualifies  them  for 
the  employment  to  which  they  are  destined. 
The  seamen  nurtured  in  this  employment  are 
the  hardiest,  the  boldest,  the  most  adventurous, 
the  most  enterprising  in  the  world.  Without 
question,  they  surpass  all  others.  The  nature 
of  their  employment  stimulates  and  strengthens 
qualities  the  most  rare,  and  the  most  valuable. 

It  is  not  by  creeping  along  our  coast,  or  dodg- 
ing into  a  port  in  the  West  Indies,  or  perform- 
ing a  fair-weather  voyage  to  Europe,  that  sea- 
men are  made.  In  this  fishery  the  very  boys 
are  fashioned  into  heroes :  they  are  inured  to 
danger  in  its  direst  form.  The  man  who  can 
steer  a  boat  upon,  or  strike  a  harpoon  into  a 
whale,  cannot  be  a  coward ;  courage  is  as  ne- 
cessaTy  to  him  as  the  air  to  life,  and  not  only 
courage  but  coolness  and  presence  of  mind. 
Nurtured  on  the  ocean,  he  is  familiarized  to  its 
dangers ;  no  circumstances  can  disconcert,  no 
disasters  intimidate  him.  The  horrors  of  a  sea 
fight  have  no  terrors  for  the  whaleman ;  he  is 
constantly  engaged  in  fights,  which  render  the 
puny  efforts  of  hostile  man  but  sport  to  him. 
Some  of  these  seamen  were  in  the  Essex,  and 
was  the  gallant  commander  of  that  iU-fated 
ship  now  present,  he  could  tell  yon,  sir,  that, 
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during  that  horrible  scene  at  Valparaiso,  ■when 
he  stood  on  his  deck  knee  deep  in  blood  and 
carnage,  when  his  men  were  falling  in  masses 
around  him,  until,  to  use  the  words  of  Mr. 
Madison,  "  humanity  tore  down  the  colors  which 
valor  had  nailed  to  the  mast " — he  could  tell 
you,  sir,  that,  during  this  disastrous  time,  during 
this  scene  of  horrors,  he  found  no  braver  spirits 
in  his  ship  than  the  whalemen  of  New  Bug, 
land. 

A  gentleman  from  ITew  York,  (Mr.  Oambee- 
LBN&,)  in  a  speech  with  which  he  favored  this 
committee,  a  few  days  since,  on  the  general 
merits  of  this  bill,  has  appropriated  the  splendid 
eulogiujn  pronounced  by  Edmund  Burke,  in  the 
British  Parliament,  1774,  to  our  ancestors  gen- 
erally, and  to  our  commerce  generally.  It  was 
hardly  fair  in  him,  hostile  as  he  is  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  whalemen  [Mr.  Oambrelesto  denied 
that  he  was  hostile  to  them.  Mr.  Batlibs  ex- 
pressed his  satisfaction  to  find  it  so,  and  con- 
tinued]— I  say,  sir,  that  this  beautiful  effusion 
of  eloquence  was  elicited  from  Burke  on  the 
subject  of  the  whale  fishery,  when  the  fishery 
was  confined  to  Nantucket  and  New  Bedford. 
It  wiU  well  bear  repeating,  and  with  the  indul- 
gence of  the  committee  I  will  repeat  it. 

Mr.  Baylies  tfien  read  an  extract  from 
Burke's  speech  on  conciliation  with  Amerioa : 

"  Aa  to  the  wealth  which  the  colonies  have  drawn 
from  the  sea  by  their  fisheries,  you  had  all  that  mat- 
ter fully  opened  at  your  bar.  , 

"  You  surely  thought  those  acquisitions  of  value ; 
for  they  even  seemed  to  excite  your  envy ;  and  yet 
the  spirit  by  which  that  enterprising  employment 
has  been  exercised,  ought  rather,  in  my  opinion,  to 
have  raised  your  esteem  and  admiration.  And 
pray,  sir,  what  in  the  world  is  equal  to  it?  Pass 
by  the  other  parts,  and  look  at  the  manner  in  which 
the  people  of  New  England  have  of  late  carried  on 
the  whale  fishery.  Whilst  we  follow  them  among 
the  tumbling  mountains  of  ice,  and  behold  them  pen- 
etrating into  the  deepest  frozen  recesses  of  Hud- 
son's Bay  and  Davis's  Straits ;  whilst  we  are  look- 
ing for  them  beneath  the  arctic ,  circle — we  hear  that 
they  have  pierced  into  the  opposite  region  of  polar 
cold ;  that  they  are  at  the  antipodes,  and  engaged 
under  the  frozen  serpent  of  the  South.  Falkland 
Islands,  -rfhich  seemed  too  remote  and  romantic  an 
object  for  the  grasp  of  national  ambition,  is  but  a 
stage  and  resting-place  in  the  progress  of  their  victo- 
rious industry. 

"Nor  is  the  equinoctial  heat  more  discouraging  to 
them  than  the  accumulated  winter  of  both  the  poles. 
We  know  that,  wbUst  some  of  them  draw  the  line, 
and  strike  the  harpoon,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  others 
run  the  longitude,  and  pursue  their  gigantic  game 
along  the  coast  of  BrazU.  No  sea  but  what  is  vexed 
by  their  fiisheries.  No  climate  that  is  not  witness  to 
their  toils.  • 

"Neither  the  perseverance  of  Holland,  nor  the  ac- 
tivity of  France,  nor  the  dexterous  and  firm  sagacity 
of  English  enterprise,  ever  carried  this  most  perilous 
mode  of  hardy  industiy  to  the  extent  to  which  it  has 
been  pushed  by  this  recent  people ;  a  people  who 
are  still,  as  it  were,  in  the  gristle,  and  not  yet  har- 
dened into  the  bone  of  manhood." 


Thus  did  that  most  illustrious  statesman 
speak- in  the  British  Parliament,  of  this  fishery 
in  1774,  when  it  had  not  attained,  in  any  de- 
gree, to  its  present  magnitude,  whether  consid- 
ered in  reference  to  the  capital,  tonnage,  num- 
ber of  seamen,  or  the  length  and  duration  of 
the  voyages.  The  flight  of  an  imagination 
which  seemed  to  pervade  the  whole  circle  of 
human  existence,  did  not  waft  his  mind  to'  the 
points  to  which  these  enterprising,  these  ad- 
venturous navigators,  have  attained.  Instead 
of  stopping  at  the  Falkland  Islands,  or  the  po- 
lar ices  of  the  South,  the  all-creating  imagina- 
tion of  Burke  could  scarcely  have  followed 
them  along  the  long  track  of  waters  which  they 
now  encompass.  The  range  of  then-  enterprise 
is  limited  only  by  the  limits  of  the  world. 
They  now  pursue  their  "  gigantic  game "  all 
round  an  ocean  which,  in  1774,  they  had  not 
entered,  or  scarcely  approached.  Those  lonely 
isles  in  the  South  Sea,  on  "  ocean's  bound,"  are 
as  familiar  to  them,  more  familiar,  than  the  city 
of  "Washington.  Sometimes  they  may  be  found 
at  the  desolate  Massafuero.  Sometimes  on  the 
coast  of  California.  Sometimes  off  the  se- 
cluded harbors  of  Japan.  Sometimes  at  Mada- 
gascar. Sometimes  at  New  Holland,  and  some- 
times at  that  horrible  region,  lately  discovered, 
called  New  Shetland,  the  clime  of  eternal 
winter. 

This  fishery  began  very  early,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Nantucket,  in  open  boats.  In  1774,  it  was 
what  Burke  described  it  to  be.  "With  its  pres- 
ent condition,  the  committee  are  acquainted. 

It  has  grown  to  its  present  gi-eatness  without 
patronage,  without  bounty,  without  protection, 
almost  without  notice. 

For  protection,  the  whalemen  have  never 
asked.  While  subsistence  was  to  be  derived 
from  their  employment,  they  never  obtruded 
themselves  upon  the  Government.  Contented 
with  the  gains  of  their  "hard  industry,"  they 
persisted  in  this  com-se  until,  to  use  the  lan- 
guage of  the  New  York  and  Baltimore  memo- 
rialists, they  found  themselves  "half  ruined," 
and,  to  prevent  total  ruki,  they  have  presented 
their  grievances  to  the  nation. 

"Wlien  Mr.  Baylies  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Oambeeleitg,  of  New  York,  rose  in  re- 
ply, and  contended  that  the  proposed  duty,  if 
granted,  would  not  be  any  rehef  to  those  en- 
gaged in  the  fisheries.  He  stated  the  operation 
of  the  duty  to  be  nugatory,  because  a  drawback 
is  allowed  by  the  biU  on  exported  soap  and 
candles,  and  the  whole  amount  of  imported 
taUow,  (about  a  million  of  pounds,)  is  now 
made  into  soap  and  candles  for  exportation — so 
that  the  Government  would  collect  the  duty 
with  one  hand,  and  pay  it  hack  in  drawback 
with  the  other. 

Mr.  "Webstee,  of  Massachusetts,  went  fully 
into  an  exposition  of  the  facts  of  the  case; 
showed  why  the  Russian  tallow  is  cheaper,  its 
use  in  the  manufacture  of  soap — the  amount 
exported,  the  benefit  of  its  use  to  the  manufac- 
turer, anil  the  gain  to  the  country.    He  then 
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went  on  to  show  that  the  benefits  of  the  duty 
to  the  whalemen  and  oil  dealers  wonld  be  very 
doubtful,  and  would  by  no  means  compensate 
for  the  loss  of  exports,  which  must  be  its  effect. 
He  showed  that  the  proposed  drawback  would 
be  of  no  use  to  the  manufacturer,  being  paid  to 
the  importing  merchant;  and  if  it  were,  it 
could  not  be  estimated,  because  the  import  is 
in  tallow,  and  the  export  chiefly  in  soap.  He 
remarked  with  severity  on  the  doctrine  that  a 
balance  resulting  from  a  comparison  of  the 
amoimt  of  imports  and  exports  to  any  particu- 
lar country,  shows  whether  we  gain  or  lose  by 
trade  with  that  country — which  he  denomi- 
nated jargon  and  nonsense.  We  export  noth- 
ing to  the  South  Seas,  and  bring  back  great 
amounts  from  there ;  so  the  balance  of  the 
trade  is  against  us.  Is  it  therefore  a  losing 
trade  ? 

Mr.  Ebed,  of  Massachusetts,  replied  to  Mr. 
"Wbbstee,  and  stated  the  claims  of  the  whale- 
men to  the  protection  of  this  country.  He  ob- 
served that  the  inhabitants  of  Nantucket  were 
almost  ruined  by  the  Kevolutionary  war ;  that 
in  1783,  the  British,  sensible  of  the  great  value 
of  such  seamen,  offered  very  liberal  bounties  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Nantucket,  to  go  either  to 
Great  Britain  or  to  settle  in  their  colonies  in 
this  country.  That  the  French  nation,  through 
Marquis  de  Lafayette,  made  very  liberal  offers 
also ;  'that  both  offers  had  been  rejected,  a  few 
instances  only  excepted;  that,  while  England, 
France,  and  Holland  had  paid  heavy  bounties  in 
aid  of  their  whale  fisheries,  our  whale  fishery 
had  been  prosecuted  successfully,  unaided  by 
the  Government — it  had,  indeed,  paid  heavy 
taxes  to  the  Government.  He  added,  that  he 
was  proud  of  the  fact ;  that  it  was  an  example 
worth  recording  in  our  history,  &c.  He  ob- 
'jected  to  the  drawback  on  candles,  because  of 
their  confessedly  bad  quality,  they  being  so  bad 
as  to  render  it  disgraceful  to  offer  them  at 
home.  Mr.  E.  went  into  a  calculation  to  show 
that  large  quantities  of  our  own  tallow,  as  well 
as  the  foreign,  went  into  the  soap  exported. 
He  showed  how  much  greater  the  amount  of 
the  interests  to  be  protected  in  the  case  of  the 
whalemen  was  than  in  that  of  the  tallow  chan- 
dlers— one  employed  50,000  tons  of  shipping, 
the  other  but  4,000  or  6,000,  &c. 

Mr.  Tod  replied  to  the  various  arguments 
urged  against  the  duty — surged  that  the  one 
class  of  memorialists  was  entitled  to  as  much 
credit  as  the  other,  though  it  did  not  seem  to 
be  granted  to  them.  That  large  quantities  of 
the  inferior  tallow  imported,  were  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  candles.  He  rebutted  the  im- 
practicability of  a  drawback,  by  the  fact  that  a 
drawback  of  the  duty  on  imported  molasses  is 
allowed  on  the  export  of  rum.  He  replied  to 
the  argument  from  the  probability  of  fraud,  by 
showing  that  before  drawback  could  be  claimed, 
the  amount  of  tallow  imported  by  the  same  in- 
dividual must  be  proved.  He  insisted  on  the 
disproportion  of  the  imported  and  exported  tal- 
low.   He  retorted  some  reflections  of  Mr.  Wbb- 


STEB,  on  the  doctrine  of  the  balance  of  trade ; 
he  quoted  the  advice  of  Lord  Bacon— adverted 
to  the  policy  of  England,  and  declared  his  de- 
termination to  adhere  to  "jargon,"  which  had 
raised  that  empire  to  the  summit  of  wealth  and 
power.  The  whale  fisheries  were  in  immin.ent 
danger,  and  without  protection  must  decline,  if 
not  perish ;  we  give  them  no  bounty,  and  they 
now,  for  the  first  time,  ask  a  small  protec- 
tion, &c. 

Mr.  "Webster  rejoined — explained  some  of 
the  grounds  he  had  before  taken ;  and  further 
enlarged  on  the  doetriue  respecting  the  balance 
of  trade.  He  protested  against  the  authority 
of  Bacon,  in  the  reign  of  James  I.,  (the  era  of 
monopolies,  and  every  thing  contracted  and 
ridiculous  in  commercial  matters,)  and  referred 
to  the  improvement  which  .had  been  the  result 
of  two  centuries.  The  value  of  trade  was  not 
altered  by  its  being  circuitous — ^provided  it  was 
profitable  in  the  end,  the  more  circuitous  and 
multifarious  in  its  intermediate  stages,  the  bet- 
ter for  the  interests  of  navigation. 

Before  this  amendment  was  acted  upon,  the 
committee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Satubdat,  March  20. 
Portrait  of  Waahmgton. 
Mr.  Beeok,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  recommitted,  reported  an  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution  formerly  reported  to  the 
House,  authorizing  the  purchase  of  a  Portrait 
of  Washington,  so  as  to  make  it  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

SeeoJved  by  the  Senate  ami  Bouse  of  Hepretmia- 
tivee  of  the    Untied  States  of  America,  in   Congress 

:emhled.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  procure  from  Eem- 
brandt  Peale,  of  Philadelphia,  a  painting  (to  be 
placed  in  the  Capitol)  of  Washington,  on  horseback, 
on  a  canvas  of  not  less  than  eighteen  feet  high, 
and  thirteen  wide ;  the  middle  and  backgrounds  to 
contain  a.  representation  of  the  battle  of  Princeton, 
or  such  other  appropriate  scenery  as  the  President 
shall  direct :  Provided,  The  same  can  be  obtained  for 
a  sum  not  exceeding  three  thousand  dollars;  and 
that  the  said  Peale  furnish  a  rich  gilt  frame  therefor, 
at  least  fifteen  inches  wide. 


Monday,  March  22. 
Adjournment,  &c. 

Mr.  AixEN  called  up  the  joint  resolution 
offered  by  him  some  days  since,  respecting  an 
adjournment;  but  the  House  refused  to  con- 
sider it — ayes  44,  noes  83. 

Mr.  Eandolph  observed,  that  the  vernal  equi- 
nox was  now  passed,  and  he  thought  it  was 
time  that  ev«ry  member  who  did  not  intend  to 
rely  on  the  public  crib,  but  to  feed  out  of  his 
own  corn-house,  should  go  home  and  plaiit  his 
corn;  and  he  hoped  that  the  honorable  inem- 
ber  from  Massachnsetts  would  continue  to  re- 
peat his  motion  nntil  it  should  obtain  a  more 
favorable  reception  by  the  House.    The  pro- 
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tracted  sessions  of  Congress  (wMoh,  how^ever, 
lie  thanked  God,  could  take  place  only  every 
other  year)  he  considered  as  fraught  with  incal- 
culable mischief.  They  excluded  from  the 
public  service  an  important  and  valuable  class 
of  men. 

[Here  the  Speaker  interposed,  and  pro- 
nounced Mr.  R.'s  remarks  to  be  out  of  order, 
inasmuch  as  the  House  had  refused  to  consider 
the  resolution.] 

Mr.  R.  observed  that  he  had  intended  to  con- 
clude his  observations  by  making  a  motion;  but 
he  should,  stand  corrected. 

Mr.  Tatloe  then  made  a  motion  to  alter  the 
hour  of  meeting  to  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and 
supported  his  motion  by  a  short  speech,  in 
which  he  adverted  to  the  amount  of  business  in 
arrear,  and  the  injurious  consequences  of  long 
sessions, 

Mr.  Randolph  again  rose  and  said  that  he 
should  take  the  liberty  which  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  seemed  so  willing  to  take  him- 
self, but  to  refuse  to  others — no  uncommon  case 
— of  making  some  observations  on  an  inter- 
dicted subject.  He  should,  in  the  selection  of 
his  topics,  pursue  his  own  lights,  however 
feeble,  without  availing  himself  of  the  very  great 
discernment,  sagacity,  experience — (he  wished 
he  could  enlarge  the  catalogue) — of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York.  I,  for  one,  said  Mr.  ,R., 
voted  for  the  repeal  of  that  preposterous  rule 
which,  even  if  this  buildipg  were  on  fire,  pre- 
vented the  House  from  adjourning  before  4 
o'clock ;  and  I  did  suppose  that,  in  its  spirit,  it 
went  to  repeal  tjie  other  rule  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, in  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
Committee  of  the  "Whole.  Four  hours  per  diem 
is  as  long  as  I,  at  least,  am  able  to  endure — ^I 
will  not  say,  the  pestilential  atmosphere  of  this 
House,  but  an  atmosphere,  such  as  nothing  but 
the  wretched  animals  plunged  in  the  Grotto  del 
Cane,  near  Naples,  were  compelled  to  breathe, 
to  gratify  the  laudable  curiosity  of  the  very  be- 
nevolent philosophers  of  modern  Em-ope.  I 
hope  the  gentleman's  motion  will  not  be  adopt- 
ed— and  I  now  give  notice,  that  I  mean  to  fol- 
low up  his  motion  with  one  which  relates  to  a 
subject  which  requires,  if  not  the  actual  cau- 
tery, at  least  the  knife — ^it  is  a  motion  to  reduce 
the  per  diem  allowance  of  members  of  this 
House,  to  what  it  was  when  I  first  had  the 
honor  of  a  seat  here,  and  which  I  then  thought, 
and  still  think,  as  a  per  diem  allowanoe,  was 
fixed  a  great  deal  too  high. 

If  the  present  system  is  suffered  to  continue, 
instead  of  having,  in  Congress,  great  leading 
professional  men,  we  shall  have  what  have  been 
well  denominated  the  merely  mechanical,  the 
instrumental  members  of  those  professions. 
And,  as  to  the  landed  interest,  how  can  we  ex- 
pect it  to  be  represented,  when  it  is  ruin  to  a 
landed  man  to  attend  here  ?  I,  for  one,  can- 
not, sir,  consent  to  sit  here  for  so  many  months, 
de  die  in  diem,  for  six  days  in  the  week,  and 
near  nothing  but  the  same  strain  forever  re- 
peated.   It  is  enough,  sir,  to  worry  the  patience 


of  Job  himself.  I  shall  therefore  move  that, 
from  and  after  the  end  of  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  the  per  diem  allowance  of  mem- 
bers be  six  dollars,  and  the  allowance  for  trav- 
elling expenses  be  the  same  sum  for  every 
twenty  miles  travelling. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Tat- 
loe's  resolution,  and  carried. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  the  following : 

"Resolved,  That  from  and  after  the  end  of  the 
present  session  of  Co4^ress,  the  per  diem  allowance 
of  members  shall  he  six  dollars,  and  six  dollars  for 
every  twenty  miles  travelling." 

This  resolution  he  desired  to  lay  on  the 
table,  and  he  gave  notice  that  he  should  call  up 
its  consideration  on  Friday  next. 

The  question  being  put  on  laying  the  resolve 
on  the  table,  it  was  carried^ayes  80,  noes  60. 

Ncmy  Appropriation  Bill. 

Mr.  MoLanb  moved  to  postpone  all  the  pre- 
vious orders  of  the  day  to  take  up  the  bill  mak- 
ing provision  for  the  naval  service  of  the 
United  States  for  the  year  1824.  The  motion 
was  carried — ayes  84,  noes  68. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr  Baetlett  in  the  chair,)  on  the 
consideration  of  the  above  bill,  and  proceeded 
to  consider  the  same,  item  by  item. 

Contingencies. 

Some  of  the  items  gave  rise  to  considerable 
discussion,  particularly  that  which  proposes  to 
appropriate  $225,000  for  "  contingent  expenses, 
including  all  extra  allowances"  In  this  discus- 
sion, Messrs.  Cobb,  Oookb,  MoLahi;,  Tatloe, 
FoESYTH,  and  others,  engaged. 

Mr.  CooKB  examined  in  detail  the  expendi- 
tures under  this  head  during  the  past  year,  to 
many  of  which  he  took  exception,  and  particu- 
larly to  the  charge  for  travelling  expenses, 
which  formed  a  part  of  almost  every  account 
settled,  from  which  he  said,  it  would  appear 
that  almost  the  whole  navy  of  the  United 
States  was  consequently  employed  in  travelling 
from  one  part  of  the  country  to  another.  To 
many  other  items  he  also  objected,  particularly 
to  the  allowanoe  to  the  Navy  Agent  at  New 
York,  of  more  than  $7,000,  under  this  head, 
whilst  he  was  largely  indebted  to  the  Govern- 
ment, &c. — to  extra  pay,  house  rent,  &c.,  to 
surgeons,  recruiting  oflBcers,  &o. — ^to  the  pay- 
ment of  $1,000  to  a  professional  gentleman  for 
services  of  Judge  Advocate ;  and  lastly,  to  the 
expenses  allowed  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Navy  for  going  to  the  eastward,  some  time 
about  the  New  York  Races,  but  perhaps,  also, 
upon  other  business.  Mr.  0.  concluded  by 
moving  to  reduce  the  appropriation  for  tli& 
item  to  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
which  he  afterwards  varied  to  a  hundred  and 
eighty  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  MoLane  replied  to  the  objections  of  Mr. 
CooEi,  by  statements  derived  from  ofiicial  pa- 
pers which  he  had  received  in  reply  to  inqui- 
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ries  made  upon  the  subject  at  the  proper  offices 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  al- 
though he  himself  thought  there  were  items  of 
expenditure  under  this  head  which  were  objec- 
tionable, and  was  inclined  to  think  that  this 
fund  had  not  been  administered  as  it  ought  to 
have  been.  But  many  of  these  items,  he  said, 
had  always  been  allowed,  and  were  indispensa- 
ble,— such  as  the  necessary  expense  of  travel- 
ling to  attend  courts-martial,  fuel,  quarters,  &c. 
Prom  the  information  which  he  had  received, 
this  item  of  appropriation  was  subject  to  the 
payment  of  clerk-hire,  office-rent,  stationery, 
transportation  of  munitions  of  war,  freight, 
pilotage,  wharfage,  storage,  and  aU  those  ob- 
jects of  expenditure  not  included  under  any 
specific  head  of  appropriation,  though  forming 
collectively  an  important  item.  If  there  were 
any  abuse  in  the  expenditure,  he  was  inclined 
to  think  it  was  in  allowing  travelling  expenses 
to  officers  who  are  not  ordered  on  special  ser- 
vice, but  merely  to  join  their  ships.  If  that 
were  forbidden,  it  would  reduce  the  amount 
perhaps  some  eight  or  ten  thousand  doUars. 
At  present,  however,  he  thought  it  better  to 
make  the  appropriation  called  for,  and  leave 
the  abuses,  if  any,  to  be  corrected  by  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Navy  Department.  Mr. 
MoL.  here  read  several  papers  connected  with 
this  subject,  one  of  which,  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  stated  the  sum  of  $225,000  to  be 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  contingent  expen- 
diture of  the  present  year.  Mr.  MoL.  also  re- 
viewed the  history  of  this  particular  appropri- 
ation, and  showed  that  the  amount  now  asked 
for  was  less  than  the  average  appropriation  for 
the  same  item  for  the  last  five  years,  &o. 

The  question  being  taken  on  filling  the  blank 
with  $225,000,  as  asked  by  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, and  moved  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  "Ways  and  Means,  there  were,  ayes 
32,  noes  54 ;  a  quorum  not  being  present,  an 
officer  was  despatched  to  summons  absent 
members. 

Mr.  Whipplb  made  some  remarks  in  support 
•of  the  appropriation;  as,  if  it  were  withheld, 
serious  embarrassment  might  ensue.  The  pres- 
ent incumbent  had  not  had  time  to  reform 
abuses,  if  they  did  exist.  He  hoped  a  thorough 
investigation  would  take  place  as  soon  as  the 
proper  time  had  been  allowed  to  him. 

Mr.  Tatlob  stated  what  had  been  formerly 
expended  under  this  head.  He  showed  why  it 
should  be  somewhat  larger  the  present  year, 
from  the  employment  of  the  "West  India  squad- 
ron, &c.  He  vindicated  the  conduct  of  the  late 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  but  could  have  wished 
that  several  of  the  items  in  the  account  of  con- 
tingent expenses  had  been  more  explicit.  On 
the  whole,  he  did  not  see  that  the  sum  could 
now  be  reduced. 

Mr.  LivEEMOEE  observed  that,  whatever  the 
sum  appropriated  under  the  head  of  contingen- 
cies, it  was  always  expended.    It  was  never  too 
much,  but  always  just  enough— and  so  he  sup- 
.  posed  it  would  be  if  it  were  made  half  a  mil- 


lion.   He  did  not  impute  this  to  malfeasance  in 
the  heads  of  departments,  &o. 

Mr.  CooKE  replied  to  Mr.  Tatloe.  The  ad- 
ditional expenses  occasioned  by  the  "West  India 
squadron,  and  those  for  repairs,  were  not  in- 
cluded in  this  amount.  The  whole  of  this  sum 
went  to  the  gentlemen  on  shore.  Those  in  ser- 
vice, at  sea,  got  none  of  it.  He  had  found,  on 
inquiring  in  the  offices,  that  certain  accounts 
were  allowed  because  S.  T.  was  written  against 
them.  He  was  opposed  to  all  usage  and  cus- 
tom not  fixed  by  law. 

Mr.  Cttlpepee  hoped  the  appropriation  would 
be  reduced,  as  he  was  satisfied  some  improper 
sums  had  been  formerly  allowed. 

Mr.  DwiGHT  wished  information  as  to  one 
item  of  expenditure,  which  was  to  be  allowed 
to  Henry  Eckford,  of  $2,000  for  an  acre  of 
ground  in  a  barren  country,  &c. 

Mr.  TuoKEE  stated  reasons  why  the  Commit- 
tee of  Accounts  for  the  Navy  Department  had 
not  reported  generally  on  the  subject  of  these 
expenditures. 

Mr.  "Whipple  replied  to  Mr.  Cocke,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  former  year,  when  the  appropriation 
in  the  Indian  Department  had  been  suddenly 
reduced,  and  sad  consequences  ensued.  To  Mr. 
LivEEMOEE  he  answered  by  referring  to  the  fact 
that  $17,000  of  last  year's  appropriation  re- 
mained, at  this  moment,  unexpended. 

Mr.  LivEEMOBE  corrected  the  gentleman  last 
up.  The  balance  was  not  $17,000,  but  only 
$11  37  cents.  The  appropriation  asked  was 
for  extra  allowances,  and  officers  would  always 
present  demands  enough  to  absorb  it. 

Mr.  Stoees  corrected  a  misunderstanding  as 
to  some  of  the  documents  which  had  been 
quoted,  which  he  showed  was  no  basis  from 
which  to  calculate  the  present  appropriation. 

Mr.  MgLaste  replied,  and  explained  the  docu- 
ment referred  to  by  Mr.  Stoees. 

Mr.  "Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  required 
further  explanation  on  the  items  intended  to  be 
covered  by  the  bill — ^particularly  one  item  of 
$1,500,  for  the  service  of  a  Judge  Advocate  at 
Boston,  who  served  but  for  sixty-two  days. 

Mr.  Ten  Etck  explained  some  local  circum- 
stances, respecting  the  Navy  Point,  at  Sackett's 
Harbor. 

Mr.  FuiLEB  replied  to  Mr.  "Williams,  and  ex- 
plained some  circumstances  in  relation  to  the 
item  referred  to  by  him. 

Mr.  Cocke  made  some  further'  observations, 
and  read  a  letter  from  one  of  the  auditors  of 
the  Treasury  in  relation  to  certain  accounts, 
copies  of  which  had  been  requested  by  Mr.  0. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  filling  the 
blank  with  $225,000,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Cocke,  to  fill  the  blank 
with  $180,000,  and,  being  put,  it  passed  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  MoLane  moved  to  amend  the  18th  liae, 
by  inserting,  after  the  word  "  stations,"  the  fol- 
lowing:   "also,  of  naval  constructors,  store- 
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keepers,  instructors,  master-workmen,  clerks  of 
the  yards,  of  the  check,  and  of  commanders 
and  porters  attached  to  the  navy  yards  and 
shore  stations." 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and,  thus 
amended,  the  clause  wUl  read,  "  JFor  pay,  suh- 
sistenoe,  and  allowances  of  every  description, 
to  air  commissioned  and  warrant  officers  em- 
ployed at  the  several  navy  yards  and  shore  sta- 
tions ;  also  of  naval  constructors,  store-keepers, 
instructors,  master-workmen,  clerks  of  the 
yards,  of  the  check,  and  of  commanders  and 
porters  attached  to  the  navy  yards  and  shore 
stations,  $231,293  26." 

Mr.  MoLanb  moved  to  amend  the  21st  line 
by  inserting  the  words  in  itoMas,.  which  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  clause  made  to  read  as  fol- 
lows :  "  For  contingent  expenses,  including 
tnwmportation  of  articles,  travelling  expenses, 
ataUoiien/,  commissions,  courts-martial,  coal  for 
smiths,  fuel  for  engines  a/nd  public  offices,  and 
aU  extra  allowances,  $180,000."  , 

The  blank  in  the  23d  line,  viz':  "For  repairs 
and  wear  and  tear  of  vessels,"  was  filled  with 
the  sum  of  $350,000. 

Qn  motion  of  Mr.  MoLane,  the  30th  and  31st 
lines,  viz :  "  For  erecting  and  completing  houses 
over  ships  in  ordinary,  for  their  preservation 
from  the  weather,"  were  stricken  oiit,  and  the 
following  inserted :  "  For  ship-houses,  to  repay 
the  amount  taken  from  the  gradual  increase 
fnnd,  $78,500." 

■  The  blank  in  the  88th  line,  viz :  "  For  fuel 
for  the  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians, 
and  privates  of  marine  corps,"  was  filled  with 
$6,000. 

The  following  clause  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
MoIiANE,  inserted : 

"  For  medicine,  hospital  stores,  and  instruments  for 
the  officers  and  marines  of  the  marine  corps  stationed 
on  shore,  |2,369  71." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  the  blank  in  the 
46th  line,  viz:  "For  contingent  expenses,  that 
is  to  say,  fuel  for  conimissioned  officers,  trans- 
portation, stationery,  bed  sacks,  straw,  rations 
to  officers,  and  postage  on  public  letters,''  was 
filled  with  $9,000. 

The  remaining  blanks  were  filled  with  the 
respective  sums  inserted  in  them  in  the  printed 
copy  of  the  bUl,  as  reported  by  the  Ogmmittee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

'  The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
bill  with  the  aJbove  amendments ;  and  the 
House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  March  23. 
ITa/oy  Appropriation  Bill. 
The  House  concurred  in  the  several  amend- 
ments of  the  Committee  of  the  "Whole,  on  the 
bill  "making  provision, for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1824:," 
with  the  exception,  of  the  item  for  contingent 
expenses,  $180,000. 
In  relation  to  this  item,  Mi*.  MoLanb,  of  Del- 


aware, made  a  variety  of  explanations,  going 
to  show  that  the  amount  had  been  agreed  to  in 
the  committee,  from  a  misapprehension  that 
there  remained,  of  the  fund  last  year  granted, 
only  $11  37 ;  whereas,  there  was  a  balance  of 
$85,300.  He  stated  that,  on  examination,  he 
had  discovered  that  the  appropriations  of  former 
years  had  been  applied  to  objects  never  con- 
templated by  this  House,  when  granting  them, 
although  involving  no  charge  of  malversation 
in  the  head  of  that  department ;  and  he  moved 
to  strike  out,  in  the*lwenty-first  line,  all  after 
the  word  "expenses,"  and  insert  as  follows, 
viz: 

"  That  is  to  say — 

For  commissions,  clerk-hire,  office-rent,  station- 
ery, and  fnel  to  Navy  agents ;      . 

Premiums,  and  other  expenses  of  recruiting ; 

Freight  of  provisions,  stores,  and  material  from 
one  station  to  another,  and  from  the  United  states  to 
distant  stations  in  other  countries,  where  our  ships 
are  employed; 

Allowances  to  officers  of  the  several  navy  yards 
and  stations,  for  house-rent,  fuel,  and  candles ; 

Travelling  expenses  for  officers  and  transportation 
for  seamen ; 

Freight  of  timber,  wharfage,  and  dockage  for  ves- 
sels where  there  are  no  pubUo  yards ; 

Expenses,  and  a  per  diem  allowance,  attending 
courts-martial,  courts  of  inquiry,  &o. 

Compensation  to  Judge  Advocates ; 

Cabin  furniture  for  vessels  in  commission ; 

Incidental  labor  at  navy  yards,  which  is  not  appli- 
cable to  any  other  appropriation; 

Pilotage  of  public  vessels  in  the  United  States  and 
in  foreign  countries, ; 

Printing  Naval  Eegister,  blank  pay  rolls,  receipt 
roUs,  stewards'  returns,  seamens'  allotment  tickets, 
the  proceedings  of  courts-martial ; 

Storage  of  provisions  and  stores  in  foreign  parts, 
and  in  the  Unittd  States,  where  public  stores  are  not 
provided ; 

Coals  for  blacksmiths  and  anchor-makers,  and  fuel 
for  steam-engines ; 

Purchase  and  maintenance  of  oxen,  carts,  la^ge 
timber  wheels,  and  workmen's  tools ; 

Chamber  money  to  officers  in  Heu  of  quarters,  other 
than  house-rent ; 

Purchase  of  books,  charts,  nautical  and  mathemati-  ' 
cal  instruments,  chronometers,  machinery,  models, 
drawings,  and  ail  stationery  of  every  description,  used 
throughout  the  naval  service ; 

Expense  of  pursuing  deserters ; 

Expense  of  officers  in  sick  quarters ; 

Storage  of  powder ; 

Lighterage  and  scow-hire  ; 

Postage  of  letters  on  public  service,  and  for  no 
other  object  or  purpose  whatsoever,  one  hundred  and 
eighty  tiidusand  dollars." 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to  without  de- 
bate or  opposition. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  amendment  In 
the  thirtieth  and  thirty-first  lines:  "For  ship- 
houses,  to  repay  the  amount  taken  from  the 
gradual  increase  fund,  $78,500." 

Mr.  "WiLHAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
strike  out  the  whole  item,  objecting  to  using  any 
part  of  a  fund  which  was  intended  for  the 
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building  of  ships,  and  applying  it  to  the  erect- 
ing of  houses. 

Mr.  McLanb  explained. 

Mr.  Williams  rejoined,  and  the  question  be- 
ing taken,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes 
89,  noes  46. 

The  bUl  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 


■Wednesday,  March  24. 
The  Tariff  Bill^Winea. 

The  House  went  into  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.CoNDioT  in  the  chair,)  on  tjae  bill 
"  to  amend  the  several  acts  laying  duties  on 
imports." 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  inserting,  after  the  254th  line,  the 
following  clause :  "  on  all  wines  which  are  now 
charged  with  a  duty  of  fifteen  cents  per  gallon, 
twenty-five  cents  per  gallon." 

Mr.  PomsETT,  of  South  Carolina,  opposed 
the  amendment.  He  did  not  desire  to  see  this 
country  a  wine-growing  country,  as,  in  com- 
parison with  corn-growing  countries,  they  were 
always  poor  and  miserable. 

Mr.  Beent,  of  Louisiana,  opposed  it,  as  not 
calculated  to  aid  domestic  industry.  ^ 

Mr.  Gueley  quoted  statistical  details,  to 
show  that  a  reduction  of  the  duty  on  low-priced 
wines  had  increased  the  revenue.  Eaising  the 
duty  was,  therefore,  not  calculated  to  benefit 
the  revenue.  He  replied  to  Mr.  Tod's  remark, 
as  to  the  ability  of  Louisiana  to  pay  the  duty, 
the  protection  of  sugar,  the  profit  of  negro  la- 
bor, &o. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  replied,  that  he 
only  had  wished,  on  this  item,  to  restore  the 
tariff  of  1816.  The  reduction  of  the  duty  had 
destroyed  a  promising  infant  manufactory  in 
Ms  district,  and  he  wished  to  raise  the  duty  for 
the  general  purpose  of  cherishing  the  produce 
of  wine  in  the  tTnited  States. 

•Mr.  -  Teimble,  of  Kentucky,  made  a  calcula- 
tion to  show  that  low  duties  on  these  wines 
would  increase  the  revenue,  and  augment  a 
trade  which  was  profitable  to  this  country. 

Mr.  Stewaet,  of  Pennsylvania,  combated 
the  view  and  argument'  of  Mr.  Teimble,  and 
contended  that  as  much  wine  would  be  used  at 
twenty-five  as  at  fifteen  cents  duty. 

Mr.  ToD,  of  Pennsylvania,  replied,  and  signi- 
fied that  he  had  no  wish  for  the  adoption  of 
the  amendment ;  and  the  question  being  taken 
on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Foot,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative,  without  a  division. 

Molasses. 
Mr.  Clay  moved  to  increase  the  existing 
duty  on  the  article  of  molasses.  He  believed 
there  was  no  fairer  object  of  taxation  in  the 
proposed  tariff'.  His  great  wish  was  to  pro- 
mote American  agriculture;  and,  with  this 
view,  to  encourage  the  production  of  the  raw 
material  of  any  subject  of  manufacture  to 
which  our  own  country  was  adapted,  rather 


than  the  importation  of  the  rival  foreign  arti- 
cle. Molasses  was  to  be  considered — first,  as 
an  article  of  subsistence.  As  such,  the  exist- 
ing duty  bore  no  proportion  to  that  on  brown 
sugar.  It  was  capable  of  being  applied,  and 
was  in  fact  applied,  to  almost  all  the  purposes 
of  brown  sugar.  This  latter  article  was  sub- 
ject to  a  duty  of  three  cents  per  pound.  A 
gallon  of  molasses,  containing  not  less  than 
eight  pounds,  paid  a  duty  only  of  five  cents ; 
that  is,  a  little  more  than  half  a  cent  a  pound. 
Secondly,  as  a  substance  capable  of  conversion 
into  spirituous  liquors.  The  least  duty  imposed 
on  them  was  thirty-eight  cents  per  gallon.  If 
the  policy  of  the  country  be  well  founded,  in 
imposing  this  high  duty  on  spirits  manufactured 
abroad,  it  equally  dictates  that  a  high  duty 
should  be  imposed  on  an  article  produced 
abroad,  susceptible  of  easy  conversion  into 
spirits,  and  which  comes  into  competition  with 
articles  raised  at  home,  capable  of  similar  con- 
version. Thirdly,  as  a  raw  material  of  manu- 
facture. On  this  point,  it  appeared  to  Mr.  0. 
that  we  ought  to  discourage,  even  for  the  pur- 
pose of  manufacture,  any  raw  material,  raised 
abroad,  of  which  articles,  capable  of  a  similar 
fabrication,  can  be  certainly  produced  in  abun- 
dance at  home.  No  one  wiU  doubt  that  the 
grain  of  our  country  produces  a  spirit  equal,  at 
least,  to  that  which  is  distilled  from  molasses ; 
nor  our  ability  to  produce  it  in  the  greatest 
abundance.  He  did  not  mean  to  take  up  the 
moral  consideration  of  the  question.  He  in- 
tended to  ask  the  attention  of  the  committee  to 
the  matter  practically.  A  certain  amount  of 
spirituous  liquors  will  be  consumed,  whatever 
we  may  think  or  wish  upon  it  as  moralists  or 
philanthropists.  Assuming  that  practical  prin- 
ciple, we  are  to  consider  whether  it  is  not  bet- 
ter for  our  country  to  derive  the  whole  profit 
both  as  to  the  production  of  the  raw  material 
and  the  distillation  of  it,  rather  thaa  divide  it 
with  foreigners.  Every  gallon  of  spirits,  dis- 
tilled from  foreign  molasses,  and  consumed 
within  the  country,  takes  the  place  of  a  gallon 
of  spirits  distilled  from  domestic  produce.  The 
foreigner  enjoys  the  benefit  of  the  value  of  the 
raw  material,  and  we  that  of  its  manufacture 
only.  This  latter  advantage  we  should  still 
possess,  if  we  substituted  a  native  raw  material 
to  that  which  is  furnished  us  from  abroad; 
and,  consequently,  the  mere  interest  of  man- 
ufacturing would  not  suffer  by  the  exclusion 
of  the  foreign  material.  There  would,  at 
most,  be  only  a  change  in  the  theatre  of  distil- 
lation. 

The  increase  in  the  import  of  molasses  was 
very  great,  so  great  as  to  threaten  the  supplant- 
ing of  the  native  materials  of  distillation. 
From  1790  to  1800,  inclusive  of  both  years, 
the  total  quantity  of  molasses  imported  was 
53,323,607  gallons;  that  is,  an  average  of 
4,837,600  gallons  for  each  of  those  eleven 
years.  From  1801  to  1811,  inclusive  of  both 
these  years,  the  total  quantity  imported  was 
78,224,651  gallons;  that  is,  upon  an  average. 
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7,111,320  for  each  of  the  latter  term  of  eleven 
years.  The  population  of  the  United  States 
increases  in  a  ratio  of  about  four  per  cent,  per 
annum.  And  the  increased  importation  of  mo- 
lasses, during  the  latter  tei-m  of  eleven  years, 
beyond  that  of  the  previous  term  of  eleven 
years,  was  about  what  it  ought  to  have  been, 
supposing  the  increase  of  consumption  to  be 
according  to  the  progressive  augmentation  of 
our  population.  Applying  the  same  principle, 
the  quantity  of  molasses  imported  in  1822 
ought  to  have  been  9,376,040,  instead  of  which 
the  actual  quantity  was  11,990,569  gallons  for 
that  year,  and  for  the  last  year  it  rose  to 
13,019,328  gallons  1  The  principle  which  Mr. 
0.  thought  ought  to  govern  our  manufacturing 
policy,  was  to  encourage — 1st,  the  manufacture 
of  our  own  raw  materials ;  2dly,  the  manufac- 
ture of  foreign  raw  materials  which  do  not 
come  into  competition  with  any  that  are  na- 
tive ;  and  3dly,  but  least  of  all,  those  which 
compete  with  our  own  produce.  Of  all  parts 
of  our  country,  the  grain-growing  now  sulTers 
the  most.  Whatever,  therefore,  would  tend  to 
reanimate  that,  withotit  material  detriment  to 
others,  ought  to  meet  with  a  favorable  consid- 
eration. According  to  an  estimate  of  a  former 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  1810,  of  the 
6,834,878  gallons  of  molasses  then  imported, 
five  millions  were  supposed  to  be  distilled,  and 
the  residue,  1,834,878,  were  consumed  for  other 
domestic  purposes.  Applying  that  rule — of  the 
13,019,328,  imported  last  year,  2,786,413  gal- 
lons were  consumed  in  domestic  purposes  other 
than  that  of  distUlation,  and  10,232,915  gallons 
in  distillation.  Supposing  (which  is  al  low  esti- 
mate) a  gallon  of  molasses  to  produce  only  a 
gallon  of  spirits,  there  was  distilled  10,242,915 
gallons  of  spirits.  To  produce  this  quantity 
flrom  grain,  would  require  about  five  millions  of 
bushels.  And  the  total  export  of  the  bread- 
stuffs  of  the  last  year  did  not  eqaal  five  mil- 
lions of  bushels  of  grain.  Thus,  by  excluding 
the  foreign  raw  material  of  molasses  as  an  ob- 
ject of  distillation,  we  should  create  an  addi- 
tional market  at  home,  for  a  quantity  of  grain 
equal  to  about  the  whole  export,  in  the  form  of 
breadstuff's,  of  that  article  last  year.  Suppose 
it  were  attempted  to  import  grain  from  abroad, 
for  the  purpose  of  distillation,  would  not  every 
one  cry  out  against  it?  And  where  is  the  dif- 
ference between  such  an  operation  as  that 
would  be,  and  the  importation  of  molasses  con- 
vertible into  a  worse  spirit  than  that  which  is 
distilled  from  grain  ? 

Fourthly,  and  lastly,  molasses  ought  to  be 
considered  as  a  source  of  revenue.  The  effect 
of  the  additional  duty,  which  he  meant  to  pro- 
pose, would  be  merely  to  lessen  the  importa- 
tion, and  thereby  give  greater  scope  for  the 
consumption  of  our  native  produce.-  To  what 
amount  it  would  lessen  it,  could  only  be  matter 
of  conjecture.  If  one-half,  and  the  duty  which 
the  committee  might  fix  should  be  twelve  and 
a  half  cents  per  gallon,  there  would  be  an  aug- 
mentation of  revenue  in  the  ratio  of  twenty- 


five  per  cent,  upon  the  present  amount.  Taxed 
at  that  rate,  the  duty  would  stUl  be  greatly  be- 
low the  standard  which  is  famished  by  that  on 
brown  sugar,  or  on  that  of  spirits. 

So  far  as  it  may  be  considered  as  an  article 
of  mere  subsistence,  Mr.  Olay  felt  no  disposi- 
tion to  increase  the  duty,  low  as  it  would  be,  if 
his  proposition  were  adopted,  in  comparison  to 
brown  sugar.  If  there  could  be  a  discrimina- 
tion made  between  that  portion  of  the  material 
which  was  distilled,  and  that  which  was  con- 
sumed in  other  domietic  uses,  he  would,  with 
pleasure,  adopt  the  discrimination.  He  knew 
of  none  that  was  practicable.  He  finally  pro- 
posed to  insert  in  the  bill  a  duty  of  twelve  and 
a  half  cents  per  gallon  on  molasses,  but  subse- 
quently reduced  the  proposed  amount  of  duty 
to  ten  cents. 

Mr.  ToMLnsrsoN,  of  Connecticut,  rose  in  reply 
to  the  Speaker,  and  obsex-ved,  that  it  would 
have  been  satisfactory  to  him  to  have  been  ap- 
prised that  such  a  motion  was  about  to  be 
made ;  but,  though  he  had  not  enjoyed  that  ad- 
vantage, and  was  therefore  obliged  to  reply 
with  less  time  for  consideration  than  he  could 
have  wished,  he  stUl  felt  it  his  duty  to  state  his 
views,  in  answer  to  those  which  had  been  ex- 
pressed by  the  honorable  Speaker.  That  gen- 
tleman had  admitted,  that  the  article  now 
about  to  be  taxed,  is  an  ai-ticle  of  subsistence. 
It  is  so ;  and  one  used  to  a  great  extent  by  the 
poorer  classes  of  the  community.  The  propo- 
sition is,  to  tax  the  labor  of  the  country ;  to 
draw  revenue  fi-om  the  mouth  of  the  poor  and 
hard-working  man.  The  gentleman  had  actu- 
ally gone  BO  far  as  to  calculate  how  much  of 
every  meal  was  to  go  to  the  payment  of  this 
contribution.  He  had  stated  it  at  a  fraction  of 
a  cent.  But  even  a  fraction  of  a  cent  on  every 
meal,  when  the  meals,  as  they  must  be,  were 
often  repeated,  amounted  to  a  considerable  sum 
in  the  course  of  the  year.  We  must  look  at 
the  actual  state  of  facts.  The  Speaker  had 
made  a  calculation,  in  which,  as  it  consisted  in 
figm-es  orally  stated,  and  not  submitted  to  the 
eye,  Mr.  T.  said  he  had  not  been  able  to  detect 
any  fallacy ;  but  he  was  satisfied  there  must  be 
a  very  great  error  in  some  part  of  it.  He  also 
had  made  a  calculation,  and  its  result  was  very 
widely  different.  To  arrive  at  the  quantity  of 
molasses  actually  distilled  into  spirits,  he  had 
resorted  to  the  report  of  the  mai'shals  appoint- 
ed in  1820,  to  take  an  account  of  the  manufac- 
tures of  the  United  States.  [Here  Mr.  T. 
quoted  a  statement,  in  figures,  the  result  of 
which  was,  that  not  more  than  one-fourth  of 
the  quantity  stated  by  the  Speaker,  was  dis- 
tilled.] He  had  endeavored  to  arrive  at  the 
same  fact,  by  examining  the  returns  of  internal 
duties  in  1814;  which  examination  confirmed 
this  conclusion.  Mr.  T.  here  read  off  state- 
ments, going  to  prove  that  a  large  part  of 
the  amount  of  spirits  to  which  the  Speaker 
alluded,  was  produced,  not  from  molasses,  but 
from  his  own  rye  and  corn. 

Mr.  T.  then  went  into  a  statement  to  show 
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the  quantity  of  sugar  imported,  at  different 
periods,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  quan- 
tity of  sugar  brought  into  the  country  had  de- 
creased; and  he  argued  thence,  that  the  do- 
mestic use  of  molasses  in  families  had  increased. 
He  admitted,  indeed,  that  the  sugar  of  Louisi- 
ana had,  to  some  extent,  taken  the  place  of 
foreign ;  but  not  suflSciently  to  effect  this  result. 
But,  said  Mr.  T.,  even  granting  the  gentleman's 
premises,  allow  that  ten  millions  of  gallons  of 
spirits  have  been  made  from  molasses  in  one 
year,  still  I  should  not  assent  .to  the  duty  now 
proposed.  How  is  this  molasses  procured? 
By  exchanging  for  it  the  productions  of  agri- 
culture, and  such  productions  as  could  not,  by 
any  process,  be  tm-ned  into  whiskey,  (for  now 
the  rage  seemed  to  he,  to  make  every  thing  into 
whiskey.)  Fish,  lumber,  butter,  cheese,  could 
not,  certainly,  be  so  converted ;  and  these  were 
the  articles  which  went  to  bring  the  molasses 
from  the  West  Indies.  If  you  prevented  its 
introduction,  you  prevented,  to  the  same  ex- 
tent, their  exportation ;  and  so  far  deprived  the 
people  of  one  section  of  the  Union  of  a  market 
for  their  industry.  By  the  present  tariff,  a 
duty  of  five  cents  a  gallon  is  laid  on  this  article. 
The  result  of  which  is,  an  income  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  $500,000 ;  and  the  consumers  of  it 
are  confined  to  a  comparatively  small  district. 
To  these  persons,  the  proposed  amendment  will 
be  a  direct  tax  on  one  of  the  necessaries  of  life 
— on  an  article  of  the  subsistence  of  the  poor. 
He  then  went  into  a  statement  to  show  that 
the  original  cost  of  a  gallon  of  molasses,  in  the 
West  Indies,  was  only  ten  cents.  So  that  the 
duty  of  twelve  and  a  half  cents  will  be  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  per  cent,  on  the  first 
cost  of  the  article. 

He  proceeded  to  argue,  that  this  increase  of 
duty,  instead  of  augmenting,  would  diminish 
the  revenue  of  the  country,  and  would,  in  effect, 
exclude  the  article  altogether.  He  could  not 
believe  that  the  manufacturer  of  whiskey  needed 
this  duty  as  an  encouragement.  By  a  price- 
current  of  New  Orleans,  it  appeared  that  Ken- 
tucky whiskey  was  worth  from  33  to  34  cents ; 
a  bushel  of  rye  makes  3  gallons,  equal  to  66 
cents.  If  this  was  not  suflicient  encouragement, 
he  must  be  greatly  deceived.  But  to  this  must 
yet  further  be  added,  the  profit  of  the  animals 
fattened  on  the  grain  after  the  process  of  dis- 
tUlation  was  over.  Under  aU  these  views  of 
the  subject,  (very  hastily  presented,)  he  could 
not  but  hope  that  the  proposed  amendment 
would  be  rejected  by  the  House. 

Mr.FnxEBE  accounted  for  the  different  results 
to  which  the  honorable  Speaker  and  the  gen- 
tlemain  from  Connecticut  had  come,  from  the 
fact,  that  large  quantities  of  the  imported 
molasses  were  refined  and  converted  into  loaf 
sugar,  for  exportation ;  and  that  a  part  of  the 
rum  distilled  from  molasses  is  also  exported. 
Both  these  amounts  must  be  deducted  from  the 
apparent  amount  consumed. 

Mr.  Clay  rejoined.  Admitting  that  part  of 
the  molasses  is  converted  into  sugar,  (though 


this  was  the  first  time  in  his  life  he  had  heard 
of  such  a  thing;  he  always  supposed  that 
molasses  was  a  residuum  which  could  not  be 
grained.)  Still-,  he  asked,  if  there  was  anyjurt 
proportion  between  the  duty  on  sugar  and  that 
on  molasses  ?  If  the  molasses  was  to  be  con- 
sidered as  sugar,  the  case  was  still  worse  than 
if  it  was  to  be  considered  as  spirits.  Touch  it 
but  with  the  wand  of  the  manufacturer,  and 
straight  it  would  bring,  as  sugar,  a  protecting 
duty  of  three  cents  a  pound ;  but,  as  molasses,  it 
paid  only  five  cents  a  gallon.  He  repelled  the  • 
idea,  that  this  was  a  duty  for  th'e  West.  He 
knew  not  that  it  would  benefit  that  section  of 
the  country  more  than  others.  Nor  did  he  care 
where  the  benefit  feU ;  it  would  fall  somewhere. 
Wherever  grain  was  grown  throughout  the 
Union,  its  effects  would  operate — ^nor  are  grain- 
growers  alone— the  fruit-raising  districts  (in- 
cluding that  of  the  gentleman  from  Connecti- 
cut) would  all  be  aided  by  it.  Peach  brandy 
and  apple  brandy  would  both  be  benefited  by 
excluding  West  India  molasses,  and  diminish- 
ing the  rum  made  from  it;  He  aimed  not  at 
the  eaters,  but  at  the  drinkers,  of  New  Eng- 
land ;  and  if  the  gentleman  could  devise  a  plan 
by  which  they  could  be  separated,  so  that  the 
duty  would  bear  upon  the  latter  only,  he 
would  immediately  vote  with  him  in  its  favor. 
As  to  its  taxing  the  food  of  the  poor,  he  asked 
whether  it  was  equal  to  the  duty  on  brown 
sugar,  or  bohea,  both  of  which  were  food  of 
the  poor? 

Mr.  0.  here  quoted  a  statement  from  a  work 
by  Mr.  Picton,  (on  whom  he  passed  a  merited 
encomium,  and  who  is  &  citizen  of  the  same 
State  with  Mr.  T.,)  to  corroborate  the  position 
he  had  taken  in  respect  to  the  proportion  of 
molasses  distilled,  to  that  used  for  food;  and 
closed,  by  reducing  his  motion  to  a  duty  of  ten 
cents  per  gaUon. 

When  Mr.  0.  concluded,  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  motion  to  insert  in  the  bill,  a  duty 
of  ten  cents  per  gallon  on  molasses,  and  decided 
in  the  afSrmativ^ — ^yeas  100  votes  to  88. 


Thdesdat,  March  25. 
Accounts  of  Vice  President  Tompkins. 
Two  Messages  were  received  from  the  Pisbbi- 
DENT  as  THE  United  States,  as  follows : 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 
Having  stated  to  Congress,  on  the  7th  December 
last,  that  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  Governor  of  New 
York,  was  entitled  to  a  larger  sum  than  that  report- 
ed in  his  favor,  by  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  that,  in  execution  of  the  law  of  the  last 
Bession,«I  had  tie  subject  stUl  under  consideration,  I 
now  communicate  to  you  the  result. 

On  full  consideration  of  the  law,  by  which  this 
duty  was  enjoined  on  me,  and  of  the  report  of  the 
committee,  on  the  basis  of  which  the  law  was  found- 
ed, I  have  thought  that- 1  was  authorized  to  adopt 
the  principles  laid  down  in  that  report,  in  deciding 
on  the  sum  which  should  be  allowed  to  him  for  bis 
services.     With  this  view,  and  on  a  colnparisbn  of 
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Ms  services  with  those  which  were  rendered  hy  other 
disbursing  officers,  taking  into  consideration,  also, 
his  aid  in  obtaining  loans,  I  had  decided  to  allow 
bim  five  per  cent,  for  all  sums  borrowed  and  dis- 
bursed by  him,  anfl  of  which  decision  I  informed 
him.  Mr.  Tompkins  has  since  stated  to  me  that 
this  allowance  will  not  indemnify  him  for  his  ad- 
vances, loans,  expenditures,  and  losses,  in  rendering 
those  services,  nor  place  him  on  the  footing  of  those 
who  loaned  money  to  the  Government  at  that  inter- 
esting period.  He  has  also  expressed  a  desire  that 
I  would  submit  the  subject  to  the  first  decision  of 
•Congress,  which  t  now  do.  In  adopting  this  meas- 
ure, I  think  proper  to  add,  that  I  concur  fully  in  the 
sentiments  expressed  by  the  committee,  in  favor  of 
the  very  patriotic  and  valuable  services  which  were 
rendered  by  Mr.  Tompkins  in  the  late  war. 

JAMES  MONEOE. 

Mabch  25,  1824. 

The  Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

Propagating  the  Gospel  among  the  Heathen. 

To  the  Souse  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  ; 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  25th  February,  requesting  in- 
formation whether  the  title  of  the  United  Brethren 
for  propagating  the  Gospel  among  the  Heathen,  to 
certain  sections  of  land  in  Ohio,  has  been  purchased 
for  the  United  States ;  and  if  so,  to  cause  a  copy  of 
the  contract,  and  of  the  papers  relating  thereto,  to  be 
laid  before  the  House,  I  transmit,  herevrith,  all  the 
docxmients  required.* 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washtngton,  March  25,  1824. 

The  Message,  &o.,  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  and  Messrs.  Weight,  Campbell  of 
Ohio,  Btioknee,  Cook,  Haydest,  Maeklby,  and 
Steeling,  were  appointed  said  committee. 

S¥ench  Spoliations. 
Mr.  FoESYTH,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  to  which  had  heen  referred,  at  the 
present  session,  snndry  memorials  upon  the 
subject  of  spoliations  committed  on  the  com- 
merce and  navigation  of  the  United  States,  by 
French  cruisers,  between  the  years  1793  and 
180(>,  made  a  detailed  report  thereon,  which 
was  laid  on  the  table.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

On  the  petitions  of  Hadrianus  Van  Noorden,  Wil- 
liam and  Nathaniel  Hooper,  Daniel  Henshaw,  sev- 
eral merchants  and  underwriters  of  Salem,  several 
merchants  of  Gloucester,  several  merchants  and  un- 
derwriters of  Alexandria,  District  of  Columbia,  sev- 
eral merchants  of  Washington,  North  Carolina, 
Henry  Clark  and  others,  of  Kennebunk,  and  several 

*  The  docmnents  showed  that  the  scheme  had  entirely 
Mled^  and  the  henevolent  Society  which  had  so  long  de- 
voted itself  to  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  these  In- 
dians—finding it  became  worse,  and  nnmbers  decreasing, 
and  reduced  to  a  small  renmant,  who  had  lost  all  the  virtues 
of  the  Indian  without  gaining  any  of  those  of  the  white 
man — desired  to  be  relieved  of  their  trust,  and  to  reconvey 
the  lands  (12,000  acres)  to  the  United  States ;  which  was 

done.  
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others,  merchants,  in  MainCj  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations,  they  report — 

That  no  evidence  accompanies  either  of  the  peti- 
tions ;  all  of  which,  except  the  first,  are  literally  the 
same,  having  been  apparently  prepared  by  concert 
among  the  claimants,  to  be  presented  to  Congress. 
To  discriminate  between  them  is  not  practicable,  if  it 
were  desirable.  The  committee  are  compelled  to 
present,  in  general  terms,  the  nature  of  these  claims, 
as  set  forth  by  the  parties  interested,  and  to  examine, 
as  briefly  as  possible,  the  grounds  upon  which  relief 
is  asked  from  the  Government  of  the  United'  States. 
The  claims  are  founded  upon  spoliations  committed 
by  the  private  and  public  armed  vessels  of  France, 
between  the  years  1793  and  1800. 

The  petitioners  allege  that  the  French  Government, 
to  the  date  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  1800, 
always  considered-the  recognition  of  their  claims  as 
due  to  its  honor,  and  attached  them  as  a  charge 
upon  its  national  character. 

That  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  which 
has  volunteered  its  agency  for  the  recovery  of  them 
from  France,  exercised  its  power  and  authority  to 
prevent  the  petitioners  from  obtaining  indemnity — 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  received 
from  France  a  full  and  fair  equivalent  for  the  claims, 
in  the  discharge  from  its  liabilities  under  the  treaties 
with  France,  and  the  abrogation  of  those  treaties. 

Similar  applications,  if  not  by  the  same  persons, 
have  been  frequently  made  to  Congress,  and  reports 
upon  them  are  to  be  found  in  the  records  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  of  the  Senate.  None 
of  these  applications  have  been  successfol.  Without 
attempting  even  to  enumerate  the  failures  to  obtain 
a  sanction  to  their  statement  and  to  their  claims, 
the  committee  refer  the  House  to  a  detailed  report 
of  the  various  acts  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  and  of  France,  from  1793  to  1800,  made  by 
a  select  committee,  on  the  22d  of  April,  1802,  to 
which  applications  like  the  present  were  referred. 
Governed  by  that  report,  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations  are  not  salted  that  the  French  Govern- 
ment ever  admitted  the  justice  of  the  claims  of  the 
petitioners,  or  ever  intended  to  pay  them ;  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  used  every  effort, 
even  to  war  itself,  to  rescue  the  property  of  Ameri- 
can merchants  from  the  lawless  violence  of  France ; 
that  its  efforts  to  procure  payment  for  the  spoliations 
committed  by  the  French  cruisers,  were  not  discon- 
tinued until  it  was  obvious  that  there  was  no  hope  of 
success.  That  this  Government  never  received  from 
France  any  equivalent  for  the  claims  of  Americans 
upon  France.  The  war  of  aggression  was  commenced 
by  France,  and  every  act  of  the  United  States  was  a 
just  retaliation  for  previous  injury.  The  treaties 
with  France  were  annulled  by  an  act  of  Congress  in 
1798,  in  consequence  of  the .  utter  disregard  of  the 
stipulations  of  them  by  that  power. 

In  short,  to  justify  their  claims  upon  the  United 
States,  the  petitioners  assume  that  France  was  right, 
and  their  own  Government  wrong.  That  France 
was  prepared  to  make  a  just  reparation  for  the  out- 
rages committed  under  her  own  laws,  until  released 
from  heK  obligations  by  the  United  States,  who  were 
faithless  to  their  trust,  in  the  first  instance,  and  have 
been  regardless  of  the  obligations  of  justice  ever 
since,  assumptions  not  consistent  with  truth,  nor  cred- 
itable to  the  patriotism  of  those  who  make  them. 
The  committee  recommend  to  the  House  to  adopt 
the  following  resolution : 
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Reaohed,  That  petitions  of  the  several  persons 
wlio  ask  indemnity  for  spoliations  committed  by 
French  cruisers  on  their  property,  between  the  years 
1798  and  1800,  be  rejected. 

The  Twnff  Bill. 
The- House  then  again  went  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  several 
acts  laying  duties  on  imports,"  Mr.  Condiot  in 
the  chair. 


Fkidat,  March  26. 
Cotton  Minimum  Valuation. 
Mr.  IsAOKs,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  proviso,  from  the  33d  to  the  43d  line, 
inclusive,  which  is  in  the  following  words : 

"  Provided,  That  all  cotton  cloths  whatsoever,  or 
cloths  of  which  cotton  shall  be  a  component  material, 
excepting  nankeens  imported  directly  from  China, 
the  original  cost  of  which,  at  the  place  whence  im- 
ported, with  the  addition  of  twenty  per  centum  if 
imported  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  any  place 
beyond  it,  and  of  ten  per  centum  if  imported  from 
any  other  place,  shall  be  less  than  thirty-five  cents 
per  square  yard,  shall,  with  such  addition,  be  taken 
and  deemed  to  have  cost  thirty-five  cents  per  square 
yard)  and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  accordingly." 

Mr.  IsAOKs  stated  that  his  object  was  to  take 
away  from  the  bill-  the  proposed  minimum  on 
cotton  goods.  Mr.  I.  quoted  statements,  in 
figures,  to  show  the  amount  of  duties  in  1823, 
paid  on  different  species  of  cotton  goods,  &c., 
to  show  the  reasonableness  of  his  proposition, 
&c.  He  did  not  conceive  this  further  encour- 
agement on  the  cotton  manufacture  necessary ; 
moreover,  because,  if  he  was  correctly  informed, 
the  manufacturers  neither  wished  nor  needed 
it,  that  portion  of  the  capital  and  industry  of 
the  country  employed  in  it  being  more  produc- 
tive than  almost  any  other. 


Monday,  March  29. 

Mr.  Oambbei^eno  presented  a  petition  of  Jacob 
•■Sohieffelin  and  Son,  of  New  York,  merchants, 
setting  forth  that,  in  1809,  a  considerable 
amount  of  property  belonging  to  them,  lying 
in  a  port  in  Holland,  was  seized  by  French 
authorities,  transported  to  the  port  of  Antwerp, 
and  there  sold,  without  condemnation,  and  the 
proceeds  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  France,  and 
praying  the  interposition  of  Congress  in  such 
manner  as  to  procure  them  redress  for  their 
wrongs. 

Mr.  Poinsett  presented  a  memorial  of  An- 
thony Le  Oourtois,  of  Charleston,  in  the  State 
of  South  Carolina,  setting  forth  that,  in  1811, 
while  pursuing  a  lawful  voyage  from  the  United 
States  to  Russia,  his  vessel  was  captured  by  a 
French  private  armed  cruiser,  and,  with  her 
cargo,  was  condemned,  by  which  the  petitioner 
has-been  reduced  to  poverty  and  distress;  and 
praying  such  relief  in  the  premises  as,  in  the 
wisdom  of  Congress',  may  seem  meet  and 
proper. 


Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  and  memorial 
be  Teferred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs. 

Captain  Gamble,  of  the  Marines,  petitions  for 
Prize  Money. 
Mr.  HoLOOMBK  presented  a  memorial  of  John 
M.  Gamble,  a  captain  of  marines  in  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States,  stating  that,  while  attach- 
ed to  the  frigate  Essex,  commanded  by  Captain 
Porter,  cruising  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  in  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain,  he  was  placed  in 
command  of  a  vessel  captured  and  manned  b/ 
the  Essex ;  in  which  vessel  he  afterwards  fell  in 
with,  and  captured,  a  British  ship  of  very  supe- 
rior force,  and  praying  to  be  allowed  prize 
money  for  himsejf  and  crew,  for  said  capture. 
— Keferred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Canql  in  Florida  Territory. 
Mr.  Call  presented  a  petition  of  divers  in- 
habitants of  the  city '  of  St.  Augustine,  and  of 
other  parts  of  the  eastern  section  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Florida,  praying  permission  to  cut  a 
canal  through  public  lands,  lying  between  said 
city  and  the  river  St.  Johns ;  which  petition 
was  referred  .to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

General  Appropriation  Bill—Anmtal  Salaried 
Officers  receiving  Fay  for  Johsand-other  Work 
The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
to  the  appropriation  biU  "  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  1824." 

The  question  being  then  on  the  amendment 
striking  out  of  the  bUl  the  following  clause: 
"And  provided,  also,  that  no  person,  receiving 
an  annual  salary  from  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  diall  receive  any  thing  in  addi- 
tion thereto  for  any  ofScial  services  whatever,  by 
way  of  perquisites,  or  extra  compensation,  ex- 
cept for  fees  of  ofBce,  which  may  be  established 
by  law." 

Mr.  Cocke  stated  a  number  of  facts  in  rela- 
tion to  the  compensation  received  by  Governors 
of  Territories,  for  extra  services.  He  quoted 
the  law  appointing  the  salaries  of  those  oflBcers, 
and  contended  that  they  had  received,  in  some 
cases,  double  what  the  law  warranted,  for  the 
performance  of  duties  which  properly  pertained 
to  their  functions  as  Governors.  He  acknowl- 
edged that  he  had  been  under  a  wrong  impres- 
sion -with  respect  to  the  Navy  Commissioners, 
who,  he  was  happy  to  state,  received  nothing 
beyond  what  the  laws  of  their  country  pre- 
scribe. He  made  some  remarks  on  the  com- 
pensation received  by  the  Surgeon-General,  on 
which  he  entirely  differed  from  the  opinion 
given  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  he  read  a 
report  of  the  former  committee  of  the  House 
m  confirmation  of  his  views. 

Mr.  Vanoe,  of  Ohio,  explained  what  he  ap- 
prehended to  be  the  state  of  the  law  on  the 
subject  of  Territorial  Governors.  He  gave  a 
statement  of  the  compensation  allowed  to  the 
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Superintendents  of  Indian  Affairs,  from  the 
first  organization  of  the  Government,  and  the 
changes  which  had  taken  place  to  the  present 
time,  and  he  contended  that  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that 
the  emoluments  received  by  the  Governors  of 
Territories  were  not  warranted  by  legal  pro- 
visions. He  reprobated  the  idea  of  attempting 
to  regulate  the  Indian  Department  by  a  clause 
in  an  appropriation  bill;  and  contended  that 
the  clause,  if  restored,  would  operate  vrith  great 
^justice,  especially  on  the  Governor  of  Michi- 
gan, whose  disbursements,  in  relation  to  Indian 
affairs,  were  very  great,  and  who,  if  deprived 
of  the  compensation  now  allowed  to  him,  would 
be  placed  on  a  lower  and  worse  footing  than  a 
common  Indian  agent.  He  dwelt  on  the  im- 
provements which  had  been  introduced  into 
the  Indian  Department  during  the  present 
Administration,  for  which  he  contended  that 
the  present  Secretary  of  War  was  entitled  to 
the  respect  and  gratitude  of  the  House,  and  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  MoIiANE  spoke  in  reply.  He  discussed 
at  length  the  laws  in  relation  both  to  the  Terri- 
torial Governors  and  the  Surgeon-General, 
which  he  stated  as  fully  warranting  what  they 
-received.  If  any  improvement  was  to  be  intro- 
duced into  the  Indian  Department,  the  present 
bin  was  not  the  proper  one  to  effect  it,  and 
the  discussion  was  only  calculated  to  embar- 
rass it. 

Mr.  "WAEFrELD  quoted  several  laws  in  relation 
to  the  appointment  of  Indian  agents,  and  op- 
posed the  clause  which  the  Senate  had  stricken 
out,  as  being  of  too  broad  and  unguarded  a 
character.  Possibly  abuses  did  exist,  and  Che 
laws  in  relation  to  Indian  affairs  would  cer- 
tainly be  better  for  revision ;  but  this  must  be 
done  as  a  separate  matter,  and  with  delibera- 
tion. He  hoped  that  the  discussion  of  that 
subject  would  now  be  relinquished. 

Mr.  Oali,,  of  Florida,  stated  the  many  valu- 
able services  performed  by  the  Governor  of  .that 
Territory,  and  argued  in  favor  of  the  equity  of 
some  farther  compensation  than  his  mere  salary 
as  Governor;  He  remarked  at  large  on  the  case 
of  the  Surgeon-General,  stated  the  value  of  his 
services,  his  necessity  of  obedience,  as  attached 
to  the  Army,  even  in  the  performance  of  the 
longest  and  most  expensive  journeys.  He  was 
in  constant  activity,  and  his  salary  alone  might 
be  exhausted  by  a  single  journey ;  talent  and 
services  were  nowhere  so  poorly  rewarded  as 
in  the  medical  staff  of  our  Army ;  and  if  we 
persisted  in  this  policy,  talent,  would  retire 
from  the  service  of  the  Government,  &e. 

Mr.  OooKE  spoke  in  reply;  and  insisted  on 
the  grounds  be  had  formerly  taken.  The  pro- 
vision was  not  aimed  at  any  one  in  particular 
-^its  language  and  its  aim  were  general.  He 
stated^  some  further  facts  as  to  the  compensa- 
tions received. 

Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  explained  some  of  his 
former  statements,  and  added  facts  in  reply. 
Mr.  WioKtrFFB  recalled  the  remembrance  of 
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the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  to  what  had 
passed  .in  this  House  when  the  clause  now 
stricken  out  by  the  Senate  had  been  proposed 
by  that  gentleman,  when  he  stated  that  it  was 
not  meant  to  include  Territorial  Governors. 
If  the  gentleman  disapproved  of  the  amounts 
now  received,  he  wished  that  gentleman,  as 
head  (to  use  a  phrase  of  his  own)  of  the  "  In- 
dian Committee,"  would  introdiice  a  provision 
to  fix  and  regulate  their  compensation. 

Mr.  Cooke  explained. 

Mr.  Cook  observA  that  the  present  case 
shewed  the  impropriety  of  receiving  statements 
from  the  departments  which  did  not  come 
before  the  House  in  an  ofBcial  form.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  had  produced  some 
statements,  but  they  were  incomplete.  Mr.  0. 
had  had  personal  opportunity  of  observing  the 
performance  of  the  duties  by  the  Governor  of  a 
Territory,  and  he  knew  them  to  be  diflScult 
and  perplexing.  He  referred  to  censures  for- 
merly cast  on  Governor  Cass,  the  investigation 
which  had  ensued,  and  the  complete  vindica- 
tion which  was  the  result. 

Mr.  Cooke  replied  in  a  few  words,  and  Mr. 
Cook  rejoined. 

Mr.  EioH  advocated,  in  a  few  observations, 
the  propriety  of  the  principle  of  the  amend- 
ment, but  thought  it  best  not  to  insist  on  its 
insertion  in  the  present  bUlr 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  non-concur- 
ring with  the  Senate  in  their  amendment,  and 
decided  in  the  negative — ayes  42,  nays  90. 

So  the  House  concurred  in  the  Senate's 
amendment,  and  refused  to  restore  this  clause 
to  the  bin. 


Wednesdat,  March  31. 
The  Tariff  Bill. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  several  acta 
laying  duties  on  imports,  Mr.  Condiot  in  the 
chair. 

Mr.  Clay  addressed  the  committee  on  the 
general  principles  of  the  tariff,  as  follows : 

Two  classes  of  politicians  divide  the  people 
of  the  United  States.  According  *o  the  system 
of  one,  the  produce  of  foreign  industry  should 
be  subjected  to  no  other  impost  than  such  as 
may  be  necessary  to  provide  a  public  revenue ; 
and  the  produce  of  American  industry  should 
be  left  to  sustain  itself,  if  it  can,  with  no  other 
than  that  incidental  protection,  in  its  competi- 
tion, at  home  as  well  as  abroad,  with  rival 
foreign  articles.  According  to  the  system  of 
the  other  class,  whilst  they  agree  that  the  iim- 
posts  should  be  mainly,  and  may,  under  any 
modifications,  be  safely  relied  on  as  a  fit  and 
convenient  source  of  public  revenue,  they 
would  so  adjust  and  arrange  the  duties  on  for- 
eign fabrics  as  to  afford  a  gradual  but  adequate 
protection  to  American  industry,  and  lessen 
our  dependence  on  foreign  nations,  by  securing 
a  certain,  and,  ultimately,  a  cheaper  and  better 
supply  of  our  own  wants  from  our  own  abun- 
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dant  resources.  Both  classes  are  equally  sin- 
cere in  their  respective  opinions,  equally  honest, 
equally  patriotic,  and  desirous  of  advancing  the 
prosperity  of  the  country.  In  the  discussion 
and  consideration  of  these  opposite  opinions, 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  which  has  the 
support  of  truth  and  reason,  we  should,  there- 
fore, exercise  every  indulgence,  and  the  great- 
est spirit  of  mutual  moderation  and  forbear- 
ance. And,  in  our  deliberations  on  this  great 
question,  we  should  look  fearlessly  and  truly 
at  the  actual  condition  of  the  country,  retrace 
the  causes  which  have  brought  us  into  it,  and 
snatch,  if  possible,  a  view  of  the  future.  We 
should,  above  all,  consult  experience — ^the  ex- 
perience of  other  nations  as  well  as  our  own,  as 
our  truest  and  most  unerring  guide. 

In  casting  our  eyes  around  us,  the  most 
prominent  circumstance  which  fixes  our  atten- 
tion, and  challenges  our  deepest  regret,  is, 
the  general  distress  which  pervades  the  whole 
country.  It  is  forced  upon  us  by  numerous 
facts  of  the  most  incontestable  character.  It 
is  indicated  by  the  diminished  exports  of  native 
produce ;  by  the  depressed  and  reduced  state 
of  our  foreign  navigation ;  by  our  diminished 
commerce;  by  successive  unthreshed  crops  of 
grain,  perishing  in  our  barns  and  bam-yards 
for  the  want  of  a  market ;  by  the  alarming  dimi- 
nution of  the  circulating  medium ;  by  the  nu- 
merous bankruptcies,  not  limited  to  the  trading 
classes,  but  extending  to  all  orders  of  society ; 
by  a  universal  complaint  of  the  want  of  em- 
ployment, and  a  consequent  reduction  of  the 
wages  of  labor ;  by  the  ravenous  pursuit  after 
public  situations,  not  for  the  sake  of  their 
honors,  and  the  performance  of  their  public 
duties,  but  as  a  means  of  private  subsistence ; 
by  the  reluctant  resort  to  the  perilous  use  of 
paper  money ;  by  the  intervention  of  legislation 
in  the  delicate  relation  between  debtor  and 
creditor;  and,  above  all,  by  the  low  and  de- 
pressed state  of  the  value  of  almost  every  de- 
scription of  the  whole  mass  of  the  property  of 
the  nation,  which  has,  on  an  average,  sunk  not 
less  than  about  fifty  per  cent,  within  a  few 
years.  This  _  distress  pervades  every  part  of 
the '  Union,  ^ery  class  of  society ;  all  feel  it, 
though  it  may  be  felt,  at  diiferent  places,  in 
different  degrees.  It  is  like  the  atmosphere 
which  surrounds  us — all  must  inhale  it,  and 
none  can  escape  it.  In  some  places,  it  has 
burst  upon  our  people  without  a  single  mitigat- 
ing circimistanoe  to  temper  its  severity.  In 
others,  more  fortunate,  slight  alleviations  have 
been  experienced,  in  the  expenditure  of  the 
public  revenue,  and  in  other  favoring  causes. 
A  few  years  ago,  the  planting  interest  consoled 
itself  with  its  happy  exemption ;  but  it  has  now 
reached  this  interest  also,  which  experiences, 
though  with  less  severity,  the  general  suffering. 
It  is  most  painful  to  me  to  attempt  to  sketch  or 
to  4well  on  the  gloom  of  this  picture.  But  I 
have  exaggerated  nothing.  Perfect  fidelity  to 
the  original  would  have  authorized  me  to  have 
thrown  on  deeper  and  darker  hues.    And  it  is  j 


the  duty  of  the  statesman,  no  less  than  that  of 
the  physician,  to  survey,  with  a  penetrating,' 
steady,  and  undismayed  eye,  the  actual  con- 
dition of  the  subject  on  which  he  would  oper- 
ate ;  to  probe  to  the  bottom  the  diseases  of  the 
body  politic,  if  he  would  apply  efficacious  reme- 
dies. We  hjive  not,  thank  God,  suffered  in 
any  great  degree  for  food.  But  distress,  result- 
ing from  the  absence  of  a  supply  of  the  mere 
physical  wants  of  our  nature,  is  not  the  only, 
nor,  perhaps,  the  keenest  distress,  to  which  we 
may  be  exposed.  Moral  and  pecuniary  suffer-t 
ing  is,  if  possible,  more  poignant.  It  plunges 
its  victim  into  hopeless  despair.  It  poisons,  it 
paralyzes,  the  spring  and  source  of  all  usefol 
exertion.  Its  unsparing  action  is  collateral  as 
well  as  direct.  It  falls  with  inexorable  force, 
at  the  same  time,  upon  the  wretched  family  of 
embarrassment  and  insolvency,  and  upon  its 
head.  They  are  a  faithful  mirror,  reflecting 
back  upon  him,  at  once,  his  own  frightftd  image, 
and  that,  no  less  appalling,  of  the  dearest  ob- 
jects of  his  affection.  What  is  the  eoMse  of  this 
wide-spreading  distress,  of  this  deep  depression, 
which  we  behold  stamped  on  the  pubUo  coun- 
tenance ?  We  are  the  same  people.  We  have 
the  same  country.  We  cannot  arraign  the 
bounty  of  Providence.  The  showers  still  fall 
in  the  same  grateful  abundance.  The  sun  still 
casts  his  genial  and  vivifying  influence  upon 
the  land ;  and  the  land,  fertile  and  diversified 
in  its  soOs  as  ever,  yields  to  the  industrious  cul- 
tivator, in  boundless  profusion,  its  accustomed 
fruits,  its  richest  treasures.  Our  vigor  is  un- 
impaired. Our  industry  is  not  relaxed.  If 
ever  the  accusation  of  wasteful  extravagance 
could  be  made  against  our  people,  it  cannot 
now  be  justly  preferred.  They,  on  the  contrary, 
for  the  few  last  years  at  least,  have  been  prac- 
tising the  most  rigid  economy.  The  causes-, 
then,  of  our  present  affliction,  whatever  they 
may  be,  are  human  causes,  and  human  causes 
not  chargeable  upon  the  people,  in  their  private 
and' individual  relations. 

What,  again  I  would  ask,  is  the  cause  of  the 
unhappy  condition  of  our  country,  which  I 
have  faintly  depicted?  It  is  to  be  found  in  the 
fact  that,  during  almost  the  whole  existence  of 
this  Government,  we  have  shaped  our  industry, 
our  navigation,  and  our  commerce,  in  reference 
to  an  extraordinary  war  in  Europe,  and  to 
foreign  markets,  which  no  longer  exist ;  in  the 
fact  that  we  have  depended  too  much  upon 
foreign  sources  of  supply,  and  excited  too  little 
the  native;  in  the  fact  that,  whilst  we  have 
cultivated,  with  assiduous  care,  our  foreign 
resources,  we  have  suffered  those  at  home  to 
wither,  in  a  state  of  neglect  and  abandonment. 
The  consequence  of  the  termination  of  the  war 
of  Europe  has  been  the  resumption  of  European 
commerce,  European  navigation,  and  the  ex- 
tension of  European  agriculture  and  European 
industry,  in  all  its  branches.  Europe,  there- 
fore, has  no  longer  occasion  to  any  thing  like 
the  same  extent  as  that  which  she  had  during 
her  wars,  for  American  commerce,  American 
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navigation,  the  produce  of  American  industry. 
Europe  in  commotion,  and  convulsed  tlirougli- 
out  all  her  members,  is  to  America  no  longer 
the  same  Europe  as  she  is  now,  tranquil,  and 
watching  with  the  most  vigilant  attention  all 
her  own  peculiar  interests,  without  regard  to 
the  operation  of  her  policy  upon  us.  The  effect 
of  this  altered  state  of  Europe  upon  us  has 
been  to  circumscribe  the  employment  of  our 
marine,  and,greatly  to  reduce  the  value  of  the 
produce  of  our  territorial  labor.  The  further 
■effect  of  this  twofold  reduction  has  been  to 
decrease  the  value  of  aU  property,  whether  on 
the  land  or  on  the  ocean,  and  which  I  suppose 
to  be  about  fifty  per  cent.  And  the  still  further 
effect  has  been  to  diminish  the  amount  of  our 
circulating  medium,  in  a  proportion  not  less  by 
its  transmission  abroad,  or  its  withdrawal  by 
the  banking  institutions,  from  a  necessity  which 
they  could  not  control.  The  quantity  of  money, 
in  whatever  form  it  may  be,  which  a  natipn 
wants,  is  in  proportion  to  the  total  mass  of  its 
wealth,  and  to  the  activity  of  that  wealth. 
A  nation  that  has  but  little  wealth  has  but  a 
limited  want  of  money.  In  stating  the  fact, 
therefore,  that  the  total  wealth  of  the  country 
has  diminished,  within  a  few  years,  in  a  ratio 
of  about  fifty  per  cent.,  we  shall  at  once  fully 
comprehend  the  inevitabte  reduction  which 
must  have  ensued  in  the  total  quantity  of  the 
circulating  medium  of  the  country.  A  nation 
is  most  prosperous  when  there  is  a  gradual  and 
untempting  addition  to  the  aggregate  of  its  cir- 
culating medium.  It  is  in  a  condition  the 
most  adverse,  when  there  is  a  rapid  diminution 
in  the  quantity  of  the  circulating  medium,  and 
a  consequent  depression  in  the  value  of  prop- 
erty. In  the  former  case,  the  wealth  of  in- 
dividuals insensibly  increases,  and  income  keeps 
ahead  of  expenditure.  But,  in  the  latter  in- 
stance, debts  have  been  contracted,  engage- 
ments made,  and  habits  of  expense  established, 
in  reference  to  the  existing  state  of  wealth  and 
of  its  representative.  When  these  come  to  be 
greatly  reduced,  individuals  find  their  debts 
stO  existing,  their  engagements  unexecuted, 
and  their  habits  inveterate.  They  see  them- 
selves in  the  possession  of  the  same  property 
en  which,  in  good  faith,  they  had  bound  them- 
selves. But  that  property,  without  their  fault, 
possesses  no  longer  the  samg  value ;  and  hence, 
discontent,  impoverishment,  and  ruin  arise. 
Let  us  suppose,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  Europe 
was  again  the  theatre  of  such  a  general  war  as 
recenfiy  raged  throughout  all  her  dominions — 
such  a  state  of  the  war  as  existed  in  her  greatest 
exertions  and  in  our  greatest  prosperity — in- 
stantly there  would  arise  a  greedy  demand  for 
the  surplus  produce  of  our  industry,  for  our 
commerce,  for  our  navigation.  The  languor 
which  now  prevails  in  our  cities,  and  in  our 
seaports,  would  give  way  to  an  animated  activ- 
ity. Our  roads  and  rivers  ■n'ould  be  crowded 
with  the  produce  of  the  interior.  Everywhere 
we  shoidd  witness  excited  industry.  The  pre- 
cious metals  would  reflow  from  abroad  upon 
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us.  Banks,  which  have  maintained  their  credit, 
would  revive  their  business,  and  new  banks 
would  be  established  to  take  the  place  of  those 
which  have  sunk  beneath  the  general  pressure ; 
for,  it  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  they  have 
produced  our  present  adversity;  they  have 
somewhat  aggravated  it,  but  they  were  the 
effect  and  the  evidence  of  our  prosperity. 
Prices  would  again  get  up;  the  former  value 
of  property  would  be  restored ;  and  those  em- 
barrassed persons  who  have  not  been  already 
overwhelmed  by  the  tii^s,  would  suddenly  find, 
in  the  augmented  value  of  their  property,  and 
the  renewal  of  their  business,  ample  means  to 
extricate  themselves  from  all  their  difSculties. 
The  greatest  want  of  civilized  society  is  a  mar- 
ket for  the  sale  and  exchange  of  the  surplus  of 
the  produce  of  the  labor  of  its  members.  This 
market  may  exist  at  home  or  abroad,  or  both, 
but  it  must  exist  somewhere,  if  society  prospers ; 
and  wherever  it  does  exist,  it  should  be  compe- 
tent to  the  absorption  of  the  entire  surplus  of 
production.  It  is  most  desirable  that  there 
should  be  both  a  home  and  a  foreign  market. 
But,  with  respect  to  their  relative  superiority, 
I  cannot  entertain  a  doubt.  The  home  market 
is  first  in  order,  and  paramount  in  importance. 
The  object  of  the  bill  under  consideration  is  to 
create  this  home  mai'ket,  and  to  lay  the  foun- 
dations of  a  genuine  American  policy.  It  is 
opposed;  and  it  is  incumbent  upon  the  par- 
tisans of  the  foreign  policy  (terms  which  I  shall 
use  without  any  invidious  intent)  to  demon- 
strate that  the  foreign  market  is  an  adequate 
vent  for  the  surplus  produce  of  our  labor.  But 
is  it  so?  1.  Foreign  nations  cannot,  if  they 
would,  take  our  surplus  produce.  K  the  source 
of  supply,  no  matter  of  what,  increases  in  a 
greater  ratio  than  the  demand  for  that  supply, 
a  glut  of  the  market  is  inevitable,  even  if  we 
suppose  both  to  remain  perfectly  unobstructed. 
The  duplication  of  our  population  takes  place 
in  terms  of  about  twenty-five  years.  The  term 
will  be  more  and  more  extended  as  our  num- 
bers multiply.  But  it  will  be  a  sufficient  ap- 
proximation to  assume  this  ratio  for  the  present. 
"We  increase,  therefore,  in  population  at  the  rate 
of  about  four  per  cent.- per  annum.  Supposing 
the  increase  of  our  production  to  be  in  the  same 
ratio,  we  should,  every  succeeding  year,  have, 
of  surplus  produce,  four  per  cent,  more  than 
that  of  the  preceding  year,  without  taking  into 
the  account  the  differences  of  seasons  which 
neutralize  each  other.  If,  therefore,  we  are  to 
rely  upon  the  foreign  market-  exclusively,  for- 
eign consumption  ought  to  be  shown  to  be  in- 
creasing in  the  same  ratio  of  four  per  cent,  per 
annum,  if  it  be  an  adequate  vent  for  our  sur- 
plus produce.  But,  as  I  have  supposed  the 
measure  of  our  increasing  production  to  be  fur- 
nished by  that  of  our  increasing  population ; 
so  the  measure  of  their  power  of  consumption 
must  be  determined  by  that  of  the  increase  of 
their  population.  Now,  the  total  foreign  popu- 
lation, who  consume  our  surplus  produce,  upon 
an  average,  do  not  double  their  aggregate  num- 
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ber  in  a  shorter  term  than  that  of  about  one 
hundred  years.  Our  powers  of  production  in- 
crease then  in  a  ratio  four  times  greater  than 
their  powers  of  consumption.  And  hence  their 
utter  inability  to  receive  from  us  our  surplus 
produce. 

Mr.  Chairman,  our  Confederacy  comprehends 
within  its  vast  limits  great  diversity  of  inter- 
ests— agricultural,  planting,  farming,  commer- 
cial, navigating,  fishing,  manufacturing.  No 
one  of  these  interests  is  felt  in  the  same  degree, 
and  cherished  with  the  same  solicitude,  through 
all  parts  of  the  Union.  Some  of  them  are  pe- 
culiar to  particular  sections  of  our  common 
country.  But  all  these  great  interests  are  con- 
fided to  the  protection  of  one  Government — to 
the  fate  of  one  ship ;  and  a  most  gallant  ship  it 
is,  with  a  noble  crew.  If  we  prosper,  and  are 
JiiiPPy)  protection  must  be  extended  to  all — it 
is  due  to  all.  It  is  the  great  principle  on  which 
obedience  is  demanded  from  aU.  If  our  essen- 
tial interests  cannot  find  protection  from  our 
own  Government  against  the  policy  of  foreign 
powers,  where  are  they  to  get  it  ?  We  did  not 
unite  for  sacrifice,  but  for  preservation.  The 
inquiry  should  be,  in  reference  to  the  great  in- 
terests of  every  section  of  the  Union,  (I  speak 
not  of  minute  subdivisions,)  What  would  be 
done  for  those  interests  if  that  section  stood 
alone  and  separated  from  the  residue  of  the 
Eepublio  ?  If  the  promotion  of  those  interests 
would  not  injuriously  affect  any  other  section, 
then  everything  should  be  done  for  them  which 
would  be  done  if  it  formed  a  distinct  Govern- 
ment. If  they  come  into  absolute  collision 
with  the  interests  of  another  section,  a  recon- 
ciliation, if  possible,  should  be  attempted,  by 
mutual  concession,  so  as  to  avoid  a  sacrifice  of 
the  prosperity  of  either  to  that  of  the  other. 
In  such  a  case,  aU  should  not  be  done  for  one, 
which  would  be  done  if  it  were  separated  and 
independent,  but  something;  and,  in  devising 
the  measure,  the  good  of  each  part  and  of  the 
whole  should  be  carefuEy  consulted.  This  is 
the  only  mode  by  which  we  can  preserve,  in 
full  vigor,  the  harmony  of  the  whole  Union. 
The  South  entertains  one  opinion,  and  imagines 
that  a  modification  of  the  existing  policy  of  the 
country,  for  the  protection  of  American  indus- 
try, involves  the  ruin  of  the  South.  The  North, 
the  East,  the  West,  hold  the  opposite  opinion, 
and  feel,  apd  contemplate,  in  a  longer  adherence 
to  the  foreign  policy,  as  it  now  exists,  their 
utter  destruction.  _  Is  it  true  that  the  interests 
of  these  great  sections  of  our  country  are  irre- 
concilable with  each  other  ?  Are  we  reduced 
to  the  sad  and  afflicting  dilemma  of  determin- 
ing which  shall  fall  a  victim  to  the  prosperity 
of  the-  other  ?  Happily,  I  thmk,  there  is  no 
such  distressing  alternative.  If  the  North,  the 
West,  and  the  East,  formed  an  independent 
State,  unassociated  with  the  South,  can  there 
be  a_  doubt  that  the  restrictive  system  would  be 
carried  to  the  point  of  prohibition  of  every  for- 
ei^  fabric  of  which  they  produce  the  raw  ma- 
terial, and   which   they  could  manufacture  ?  I 


Such  would  be  their  policy,  if  they  stood 
alone ;  but  they  are,  fortunately,  connected 
with  the  South,  which  believes  its  interest  to 
require  a  free  admission  of  foreign  manufac- 
tures. Here,  then,  is  a  case  for  mutual  conces- 
sion, for  fair  compromise.  The  bill  under  con- 
sideration presents  this  compromise.  It  is  a 
medium  between  the  absolute  exclusion  and 
the  unrestricted  admission  of  the  produce  of 
foreign  industry.  It  sacrifices  the  interest  of 
neither  section  to  that  of  the  other ;  neither,  it 
is  true,  gets  all  that  it  wants,  nor  is  subject  to 
all  that  it  fears.  But  it  has  been  said  that  the 
South  obtains  nothing  in  this  compromise. 
Does  it  lose  any  thing  ?  is  the  first  question.  I 
have  endeavored  to  prove  that  it  does  not,  by 
showing  that  a  mere  transfer  is  effected  in  the 
source  of  the  supply  of  its  consumption,  from 
Europe  to  America ;  and  that  the  loss,  what- 
ever it  may  be,  of  the  sale  of  its  great  staple  in 
Europe,  is  compensated  by  the  new  market 
created  in  America.  But  does  the  South  really 
gain  nothing  in  this  compromise?  The  con- 
sumption of  the  other  sections,  though  some- 
what restricted,  is  still  left  open,  by  this  biU,  to 
foreign  fabrics  purchased  by  Southern  staples. 
So  far  its  operation  is  beneficial  to  the  South, 
and  prejudicial  to  the  industry  of  the  other  sec- 
tions, and  that  is  the  point  of  mutual  conces- 
sion. The  South  wiU  also  gain  by  the  extended 
consumption  of  its  great  staple,  produced  by  an 
increased  capacity  to  consume  it,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  establishment  of  the  home  mar- 
ket. But  the  South  cannot  exert  its  industry 
and  enterprise  in  the  business  of  manufactures. 
Why  not?  The  difficulties,  if  not  exaggerated, 
are  artificial,  and  may,  therefore,  be  surmount- 
ed. But  can  the  other  sections  embark  in  the 
planting  occupations  of  the  South  ?  The  ob- 
structions which  forbid  them  are  natural,  cre- 
ated by  the  immutable  laws  of  God,  and  there- 
fore unconquerable. 

Other  and  animating  considerations  invite 
us  to  adopt  the  policy  of  this  system.  Its- im- 
portance, in  connection  with  the  general  de- 
fence in  time  of  war,  cannot  fail  to  be  duly 
estimated.  Need  I  recall  to  our  painful  recol- 
lection the  sufferings,  for  the  want  of  an  ade- 
quate supply  of  absolute  necessaries,  to  which 
the_  defenders  of  their  country's  rights  and  our 
entire  population  were  subjected  during,  the 
late  war?  Or  to  remind  the  conmiittee  of  the 
great  advantages  of  a  steady  and  unfailing 
source  of  supply,  unaffected  alike  in  war  and 
in  peace  ?  Its  importance,  in  reference  to  the 
stability  of  our  Union,  that  paramount  and 
greatest  of  all  our  interests,  cannot  fail  warmly 
to  recommend  it,  or  at  least  to  conciliate  the 
forbearance  of  every  patriot  bosom.  Now  our 
people  present  the  spectacle  of  a  vast  assem- 
blage of  jealous  rivals, 'all^  eagerly  rushing  to 
the  seaboard,  jostling  each  other  in  their  way, 
to  hurry  off  to  glutted  foreign  markets  the  per- 
ishable produce  of  their  labor.  .  The  tendency 
of  that  policy,  in  conformity  to  which  this  bill 
is  prepared,  is  to  transform  these  competitors 
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into  friends  and  mutual  customers ;  and,  by  the 
reciprocal  exchanges  of  their  respective  pro- 
duotionfi,  to  place  the  Confederacy  upon  the 
most  solid  of  aU  foundations,  the  basis  of  com- 
mon interest.  And  is  not  the  Govermnent 
called  upon,  by  every  stimulating  motive,  to 
adapt  its  policy  to  the  actual  condition  and  ex- 
tended growth  of  our  great  Eepublio?  At  the 
commencement  of  our  constitution,  almost  the 
whole  population  of  the  United  States  was  con- 
fined between  the  Alleghany  Mountains  and 
the  Atlantic  Ocean.  Since  that  epoch,  the 
western  part  of  New  York,  of  Pennsylvania, 
of  Virginia,  all  the  western  States  and  Territo- 
ries, have  been  principally  peopled.  Prior  to 
that  period  we  had  scarcely  any  interior.  An 
interior  has  sprung  up,  as  it  were,  by  enchant- 
ment, and  along  with  it  new  interests  and  new 
relations,  requiring  the  parental  protection  of 
Government.  Our  policy  should  be  modi- 
fied accordingly,  so  as  to  comprehend  all,  and 
sacrifice  none.  And  are  we  not  encouraged  by 
the  success  of  past  experience,  in  respect  to  the 
only  article  which  has  been  adequately  protect- 
ed ?  Already  have  the  predictions  of  the 
friends  of  the  American  system,  in  even  a 
shorter  time  than  their  most  sanguine  hopes 
could  have  anticipated,  been  completely  real- 
ized in  regard  to  that  article ;  and  the  con- 
sumption is  now  better  and  cheaper  supplied 
with  coarse  cottons,  than  it  was  under  the 
prevalence  of  the  foreign  system. 

Even  if  the  benefit  of  the  policy  were  limit- 
ed to  certain  sections  of  our  country,  would  it 
not  be  satisfactory  to  behold  American  indus- 
try, wherever  situated,  active,  animated,  and 
thrifty,  rather  than  persevere  in  a  course  which 
renders  us  subservient  to  foreign  industry? 
But  these  benefits  are  twofold,  direct  and  col- 
lateral, and  in  the  one  shape  or  the  other,  they 
will  diffuse  themselves  throughout  the  Union. 
All  parts  of  the  Union  will  participate,  more 
or  less,  in  both.  As  to  the  direct  benefit,  it  is 
probable  that  the  North  and  the  East  will  en- 
joy, the  largest  share.  But  the  "West  and  the 
South  will  also  participate  in  them.  Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore,  and  Kichmond,  will  divide 
with  the  Northern  capitalists  the  business  of 
manufacturing.  The  latter  city  unites  more 
advantages  for  its  successful  prosecution  than 
any  other  place  I  know,  ZanesviUe,  in  Ohio, 
only  excepted.  And  where  the  direct  benefit 
does  not  accrue,  that  will  be  enjoyed  of  supply- 
ing the  raw  material  and  provisions  for  the 
consumption  of  artisans.  Is  it  not  most  desira- 
ble to  put  at  rest  and  prevent  the  annual  recur- 
rence of  this  unpleasant  subject,  so  weU  fitted, 
by  the  various  interests  to  which  it  appeals,  to 
excite  irritation  and  to  produce  discontent? 
Can  that  be  effected  by  its  rejection?  Behold 
the  mass  of  petitions  which  lie  on  our  table, 
earnestly  and  anxiously  entreating  the  protect- 
ing interposition  of  Congress  against  the  ruin- 
ous policy  which  we  are  pursuing.  WiU  these 
petitioners,  comprehending  all  orders  of  soci- 
ety, entire  States  and  communities,  public  com- 
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panics,  and  private  individuals,  spontaneously 
assembling,  cease  in  their  humble  prayers,  by 
your  lending  a  deaf  ear  ?  Can  you  exj^ect  that 
these  petitioners,  and  others,  in  countless  num- 
bers, that  will,  if  you  delay  the  passage  of  this 
biU,  supplicate  your  mercy,  should  contemplate 
their  substance  gradually  withdrawn  to  foreign 
countries,  their  ruin  slow,  but  certain,  and  as 
inevitable  as  death  itself,  without  one  expiring 
effort?  You  think  the  measure  injurious  to 
you ;  we  believe  our  preservation  depends  upon 
its  adoption.  Our  convictions,  mutually  hon- 
est, are  equally  strong.  What  is  to  be  done? 
I  invoke  that  saving  spirit  of  mutual  conces- 
sion under  which  our  blessed  constitution  was 
formed,  and  under  which  alone  it  can  be  hap- 
pily administered.  I  appeal  to  the  South — to 
the  high-minded,  generous,  and  patriotic  South 
— with  which  I  have  so  often  co-operated,  in 
attempting  to  sustain  the  honor  and  to  vindi- 
cate the  rights  of  our  country.  Should  it  not 
offer,  upon  the  altar  of  the  public  good,  some 
sacrifice  of  its  peculiar  opinions?  Of  what 
does  it  complain?  A  possible  temporary  en- 
hancement in  the  objects  of  consumption.  Of 
what  do  we  complain?  A  total  incapacity, 
produced  by  the  foreign  policy,  to  purchase  at 
any  pi-ice,  necessary  foreign  objects  of  con- 
sumption. In  such  an  alternative,  inconvenient 
only  to  it,  ruinous  to  us,  can  we  expect  too 
much  from  Southern  magnanimity?  The  just 
and  confident  expectation  of  the  passage  of  this 
biU  has  fiooded  the  country  with  recent  impor- 
tations of  foreign  fabrics.  If  it  should  not 
pass,  they  will  complete  the  work  of  destruc- 
tion of  our  domestic  industry.  If  it  should 
pass,  they  wUl  prevent  any  considerable  rise  in 
the  price  of  foreign  commodities,  untU  our  own 
industry  shall  be  able  to  supply  competent  sub- 
stitutes. 

To  the  friends  of  the  tariff  I  would  also  anx- 
iously appeal.  Every  arrangement, of  its  pro- 
vision does  not  suit  each  of  you;  you  desire 
some  further  alterations;  you  would  make  it 
perfect.  You  want  what  you  wiU  never  get. 
Nothing  human  is  perfect.  And  I  have  seen, 
with  great  surprise,  a  piece  signed  by  a  member 
of  Congress,  published  in  the  "  National  Intel- 
ligencer," stating  that  this  bill  must  be  reject- 
ed, and  a  judicious  tariff  brought  in  as  its  sub- 
stitute. A  judicious  tariff!  No  member  of 
Congress  could  have  signed  that  piece ;  or,  if 
he  did,  the  public  ought  not  to  be  deceived.  If 
this  bill  do  not  pass,  unquestionably  no  other 
can  pass  at  this  session,  or  probably  during  this 
Congress.  And  who  wiU  go  home  and  say 
that  he  rejected  all  the  benefits  of  this  biU,  be- 
cause molasses  has  been  subjected  to  the  enor- 
mous additional  duty  of  five  cents  per  gallon? 
I  call,  therefore,  upon  the  friends  of  the  Amer- 
ican policy  to  yield  somewhat  of  their  own  pe- 
culiar wishes,  and  not  to  reject  the  practicable 
in  the  idle  pursuit  after  the  unattainable.  Let 
us  imitate  the  illustrious  example  of  the  fram- 
ers  of  the  constitution,  and  always  remember- 
ing that  whatever  springs  from  man  partakes 
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of  his  imperfections,  depend  npon  experience 
to  suggest,  in  future,  the  necessary  amend- 
ments. 

We  have  had  great  difficulties  to  encounter. 
1.  The  splendid  talents  which  are  arrayed  in 
this  House  against  us.  2.  "We  are  opposed  by 
the  rich  and  powerful  in  the  land.  3.  The  Ex- 
ecutive Government,  if  any,  affords  us  but  a 
cold  and  equivocal  support.  4.  The  importing 
and  navigating  interests,  I  verily  believe  from 
misconception,  are  adverse  to  us.  5.  The  Brit- 
ish factors  and  the  British  influence,  are  inimi- 
cal to  our  success.  6.  Long-established  habits 
and  prejudices  oppose  us.  7.  The  reviewers 
and  literary  speculators,  foreign  and  domestic. 
And,  lastly,  the  leading  presses  of  the  country, 
including  the  influence  of  that  which  is  estab- 
lished in  this  city,  and  sustained  by  the  public 
purse. 

From  some  of  these,  or  other  causes,  the  bill 
may  be  postponed,  thwarted,  defeated.  But 
the  cause  is  the  cause  of  the  country,  and  it 
must  and  will  prevail.  It  is  founded  in  the  in- 
terests and  affections  of  the  people.  It  is  as 
native  as  the  granite  deeply  embosomed  in  our 
mountains.  And,  in  conclusion,  I  would  pray 
God,  in  His  infinite  mercy,  to  avert  from  our 
country  the  evils  which  are  impending  over  it, 
andj  by  enlightening  our  councils,  to  conduct 
us  into  that  path  which  leads  to  riches,  to 
greatness,  to  glory.* 


Feidat,  April  2. 
United,  Brethren,  for  Propagating  the  Gospel 

among  the  Heathen :  and  the  Lands  held  in 

Trust  for  that  Object  in  Ohio. 

Mr.  "Wei&ht,  from  the  committee  to  which 
was  referred  a  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  title  of  the 
United  Brethren  for  propagating  the  Gospel 
among  the  Heathen,  to  certain  tracts  of  land, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  biU  provid- 
ing for  the  disposition  of  three  several  tracts  of 
land,  in  Tuscarawas  county,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which  bOl  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  committee  of 
the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

The  Ta/ri^  Bill: 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  several  acts 
laying  duties  on  imports,"  Mr.  Coitmgt  in  the 
chair. 

Mr.  Websteb  addressed  the  committee  on 
the  general  principles  of  the  biU,  and  in  opposi- 
tion to  its  passage  in  its  present  shape,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Chairman :  I  will  avail  myself  of  the 
present  occasion  to  make  some  remarks  on  cer- 


*  Only  extiaets  are  given  from  Mr.  Clay's  speech,  such 
as  show  the  character  and  objects  of  the  bill,  and  omitting 
the  argument  on  its  different  clauses.  The  same  course  is 
followed  with  Mr.  Webster's  speech,  immediately  following 
that  of  Mr.  Clay,  and  in  answer  to  it. 


tain  principles  and  opinions  which  have  been 
recently  advanced,  and  on  those  considerations 
which,  in  my  judgment,  ought  to  govern  us  in 
deciding  upon  the  several  and  respective  parts 
of  this  very  important  and  complex  measure. 
I  can  truly  say  that  tliis  is  a  painful  duty.  I 
deeply  regret  the  necessity,  which  is  likely  to 
be  imposed  upon  me,  of  giving  a  general  affirm- 
ative or  negative  vote  on  the  whole  of  the  bill. 
I  cannot  but  think  this  mode  of  proceeding  lia- 
ble to  great  objections.  It  exposes  both  those 
who  support,  and  those  who  oppose  the  meas- 
ure, to  very  unjust  and  injurious  misapprehen- 
sions. There  may  be  good  reasons  for  favor- 
ing some  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  and 
equally  strong  reasons  for  opposing  others ;  and 
these  provisions  do  not  stand  to  each  other  in 
the  relation  of  principal  and  incident.  K  that 
were  the  case,  those  who  are  in  favor  of  the 
principal  might  forego  their  opiaions  upon  in- 
cidental and  subordinate  provisions.  But  the 
bill  proposes  enactments  entirely  distinct,  and 
different  from  one  another  in  character  and 
tendency.  Some  of  its  clauses  are  intended 
merely  for  revenue ;  and,  of  those  which  re- 
gard the  protection  of  home  manufactures,  one 
part  stands  upon  very  different  grounds  from 
those  of  other  parts.  So  that  probably  every 
gentleman  who  may  ultimately  support  the  biU, 
wiU  vote  for  much  which  his  judgment  does 
not  approve ;  and  those  who  oppose  it,  will  op- 
pose something  which  they  would  very  gladly 
support. 

Being  intrusted  with  the  interests  of  a  dis- 
trict highly  commercial,  .and  deeply  interested 
in  manufactures  also,  I  wish  to  state  my  opia- 
ions on  the  present  measure;  not  as  on  a 
whole,  for  it  has  no  entire  and  homogeneous 
character ;  but  as  on  a  collection  of  different 
enactments,  some  of  which  meet  my  approba- 
tion, and  some  of  which  do  not. 

And  allow  me,  sir,  in  the  first  place,  to  state 
my  regret,  if,  iadeed,  I  ought  not  to  express  a 
warmer  sentiment,  at  the  names,  or  designa- 
tions, which  Mr.  Speaker  has  seen  fit  to  adopt 
for  the  purpose  of  describing  the  advocates  and 
the  opposers  of  the  present  bill.  It  is  a  ques- 
tion, he  says,  between  the  friends  of  an  "Amer- 
ican policy,"  and  those  of  a  "  foreign  policy." 
This,  sir,  is  an  assumption  which  I  take  the  lib- 
erty most  directly  to  deny.  Mr.  Speaker  cer- 
tainly intended  nothing  invidious  or  derogatory 
to  any  part  of  the  House  by  this  mode  of  de- 
nominating friends  and  enemies.  But  there  is 
power  in  names,  and  this  manner  of  distin- 
guishing those  who  favor  and  those  who  op- 
pose particular  measures,  may  lead  to  infer- 
ences to  which  no  member  of  the  House  can- 
submit.  It  may  imply  that  there  is  a  more  ex- 
clusive and  peculiar  regard  to  American  inter- 
ests in  one  class  of  opinions  than  in  another. 
Such  an  implication  is  to  be  resisted  and  re- 
pelled. Every  member  has  a  right  to  the  pre- 
sumption that  he  pursues  what  he  believes  to 
be  the  interest  of  his  country,  with  as  sincere 
a  zeal  as  any  other  member.    I  claim  this  in 
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my  own  case ;  and,  while  I  shall  not,  for  any 
purpose  of  description,  or  convenient  aiTange- 
ment,  use  terms  which  may  imply  any  disre- 
spect to  other  men's  opinions,  much  less  any 
imputation  of  other  men's  motives,  it  is  my 
duty  to  take  care  that  the  use  of  such  terms  hy 
others,  be  not,  against  the  will  of  those  who 
adopt  them,  made  to  produce  a  false  impres- 
sion. Indeed,  sir,  it  is  a  little  astonishing,  if  it 
seemed  convenient  to  Mr.  Speaker,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  distinction,  to  make  use  of  the  terms 
"  American  policy,"  and  "  foreign  policy,"  that 
he  should  not  have  applied  them  in  a  manner 
precisely  the  reverse  of  that  in  which  he  has  in 
fact  used  them.  If  names  are  thought  neces- 
sary, it  would  be  well  enough,  one  would  think, 
that  the  name  should  be,  in  some  measure,  de- 
scriptive of  the  thing ;  and  since  Mr.  Speaker 
denominates  the  policy  which  he  recommends 
"  a  new  policy  in  this  country ;"  since  he 
speaks  of  the  present  measure  as  a  new  era  in 
our  legislation ;  since  he  professes  to  invite  us 
to  depart  from  om*  accustomed  course,  to  in- 
struct ourselves  by  the  wisdom  of  others,  and 
to  adopt  the  policy  of  the  most  distinguished 
foreign  States,  one  is  a  little  curious  to  know 
with  what  propriety  of  speech  this  imitation  of 
other  nations  is  denominated  an  "American 
policy,"  while,  on  the  contrary,  a  preference 
for  om-  own  established  system,  as  it  now  actu- 
ally exists,  and  always  has  existed,  is  called  a 
"  foreign  policy."  This  favorite  American  pol- 
icy is  what  Aijierioa  has  never  tried ;  and  this 
odious  foreign  policy  is  what,  as  we  are  told, 
foreign  States  have  never  pursued.  Sir,  that  is 
the  truest  American  policy  which  shall  most 
usefully  employ  American  capital,  and  Ameri- 
can labor,  and  best  sustain  the  whole  popula- 
tion. With  me  it  is  a  fundamental  axiom,  it  is 
interwoven  with  all  my  opinions,  that  the  great 
interests  of  the  country  are  united  and  insep- 
arable ;  that  agricalture,  commerce,  and  manu- 
factures, will  prosper  together,  or  languish  to- 
gether; and  that  all  legislation  is  dangerous 
which  proposes  to  benefit  one  of  these  without 
looking  to  the  consequences  which  may  fall  on 
the  others. 

Passing  from  this,  sir,  I  am  bound  to  say, 
that  Mr.  Speaker  began  his  able  and  .impressive 
speech  at  the  proper  point  of  inquiry ;  I  mean 
the  present  state  and  condition  of  the  country ; 
although  I  am  so  xmfortunate,  or  rather,  al- 
though I  am  so  happy,  as  to  differ  from  him 
very  widely  in  regard  to  that  condition.  I  dis- 
sent entirely  from  the  justice  of  that  picture  of 
distress  which  he  has  drawn.  I  have  not  seen 
the  reality,  and  know  not  where  it  exists. 
Within  my  observation  there  is  no  cause  for  so 
gloomy  and  terrifying  a  representation.  In  re- 
spect to  the  New  England  States,  with  the 
condition  of  which  I  am,  of  course,  most  ac- 
quainted, the  present  appears  to  me  a  period  of 
very  general  prosperity.  Not,  indeed,  a  time 
for  great  profits  and  sudden  acquisition :  not  a 
day  of  extraordinary  activity  and  successful 
speculation.    There  is,  no  doubt,  a  considerable 


depression  of  prices,  and,  in  some  degree,  a 
stagnation  of  business.  But  the  case  presented 
by  Mr.  Speaker  was  not  one  of  depression,  but 
of  distress ;  of  universal,  pervading,-  intense 
distress,  limited  to  no  class,  and  to  no  place. 
We  are  represented  as  on  the  very  verge  and 
brink  of  national  ruin.  So  far  from  acquies- 
cing in  these  opinions,  I  believe  there  has  been 
no  period  in  which  the  general  prosperity  was 
better  secured,  or  rested  on  a  more  solid  foun- 
dation. As  applicabl^to  the  Eastern  States,  I 
put  this  remark  to  their  Representatives,  and 
ask  them  if  it  is  not  true.  When  has  there 
been  a  time  in  which  the  means  of  livmg  have 
been  more  accessible  and  more  abundant  ?  when 
labor  was  rewarded,  I  do  not  say  with  a  larger, 
but  with  a  more  certain  success  ?  Profits,  in- 
deed, are  lower ;  in  some  pursuits  of  life, 
which  it  is  not  proposed  to  benefit,  but  to  bur- 
den, by  this  bm,  very  low.  But  still  I  am  un- 
acquainted with  any  proofs  of  extraordinary 
distress.  What,  indeed,  are  the  general  indica- 
tions of  the  state  of  the  country  ?  There  is  no 
famine  nor  pestilence  in  the  land,  nor  war,  nor 
desolation.  There  is  no  writhing  under  the 
burden  of  taxation.  The  means  of  subsistence 
are  abundant ;  and  at  the  very  moment  when 
the  miserable  condition  of  the  country  is  as- 
serted, it  is  admitted  that  the  wages  of  labor 
are  high,  in  comparison  with  those  of  any  oth- 
er country.  A  country,  then,  enjoying  a  pro- 
found peace,  a  perfect  civil  liberty,  with  the 
means  of  subsistence  cheap  and  abundant,  with 
the  reward  of  labor  sure,  and  its  wages  higher 
than  anywhere  else,  cannot  be  represented  in 
gloom,  melancholy,  and  distress,  but  by  the 
effort  of  extraordinary  powers  of  tragedy. 

The  general  residt,  therefore,  of  a  fail-  exam- 
ination of  the  present  condition  of  things, 
seems  to  me  to  be  that  there  is  a  considerable 
depression  of  prices  and  curtailment  of  profit ; 
and,  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  it  must  be 
admitted  there  is  a  great  degree  of  pecuniary 
embarrassment,  arising  from  the  difficulty  of 
paying  debts  which  were  contracted  when 
prices  were  high.  With  these  qualifications, 
the  general  state  of  the  country  may  be  said  to 
be  prosperous ;  and  these  are  not  sufficient  to 
give  to  the  whole  face  of  affairs  any  appearance 
of  general  distress. 

Supposing  the  evU,  then,  to  be  a  depression 
of  prices,  and  a  partial  pecuniary  pressure,  the 
next  inquiry  is  into  the  causes  of  that  evil ; 
and  it  appears  to  me  that  there  are  several ; 
and,  in  this  respect,  I  think,  too  much  has  been 
imputed,  by  Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  single  cause  of 
the  diminution  of  exports.  Connected,  as  we 
are  with  all  the  commercial  nations  of  the 
world,  and  having  observed  great  changes  to 
take  place  elsewhere,  we  should  consider  wheth- 
er the  causes  of  those  changes  have  not  reached 
us,  and  whether  we  are  not  suffering  by  the 
operation  of  those  causes,  incommon  with  oth- 
ers. Undoubtedly  there  has  been  a  great  fall 
in  the  price  of  all  commodities  throughout  the 
commercial  world,  in  consequence  of  the  resto- 
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ration  of  a  state  of  peace.  "When  the  Allies 
entered  France  in  1814,  prices  rose  astonishing- 
ly fast  and  very  high.  Colonial  produce,  for 
instance,  in  the  ports  of  this  country,  as  well  as 
elsewhere,  sprung  up  suddenly  from  the  lowest 
to  the  highest  extreme.  A  new  and  vast  de- 
mand was  created  for  the  commodities  of  trade. 
These  were  the  natural  consequences  of  the 
great  political  changes  which  then  tool:  place 
in  Europe. 

We  are  to  consider,  too,  that  our  own  war 
created  new  demand,  and  that  a  Government 
expenditure  of  $25,000,000  or  $30,000,000  a 
year,  had  the  usual  effect  of  enhancing  prices. 
"We  are  obliged  to  add,  that  the  paper  issues  of 
our  banks  cari-ied  the  same  effect  still  farther. 
A  depreciated  currency  existed  in  a  great  part 
of  the  country — depreciated  to  such  an  extent 
as  that,  at  one  time,  exchange  between  the  cen- 
tre and  the  north,  was  as  high  as  20  per  cent. 
The  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  instituted 
to  correct  this  evil ;  but,  for  causes  which  it  is 
not  necessary  now  to  enumerate,  it  did  not,  for 
some  years,  bring  back  the  currency  of  the 
country  to  a  sound  state.  TMs  depreciation  of 
the  circulating  currency  was  so  much,  of  course, 
added  to  the  nominal  prices  of  commodities, 
and  these  prices  thus  unnaturally  high,  seemed, 
to  those  who  looked  only  at  the  appearance,  to 
indicate  great  prosperity.  But  such  prosperity 
is  more  specious  than  real.  It  would  have 
been  better,  probably,  as  the  shock  would  have 
been  less,  if  prices  had  fallen  sooner.  At 
length,  however,  they  fell ;  and,  as  there  is  lit- 
tle doubt  that  certain  events  in  Europe  had  an 
influence  in  determining  the  time  at  which  this 
fall  should  take  place,  I  will  advert  shortly  to 
some  of  the  principal  of  those  events. 

In  May,  1819,  the  British  House  of  Commons 
decided,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  that  the  re- 
sumption of  cash  payments  by  the  Bank  of 
England  should  not  be  deferred  beyond  the  en- 
suing February.  The  restriction  had  been  con-, 
tinned  from  time  to  time,  and  from  year  to 
year,  Parliament  always  professing  to  look  to 
the  restoration  of  a  specie  currency,  whenever 
it  should  be  found  practicable.  Having  been  in. 
July,  1818,  continued  to  July,  1819,  it  was  un- 
derstood that,  in  the  interim,  the  important 
question  of  the  time  at  which  cash  payments 
should  be  resumed,  should  be  finally  settled. 
In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  '18,  the  circula- 
tion of  the  bank  had  been  greatly  reduced,,  and 
a  severe  scarcity  of  money  was  felt  in  the  Lon- 
don market.  Such  was  the  state  of  things  in 
England.  On  the  Continent,  other  important 
events  took  place.  The  R-ench  Indemnity 
Loan  had  been  negotiated  in  the  summer  of 
1818,  and  the  proportion  of  it  belonging  to 
Austria,  Russia,  and  Prussia,  had  been  sold. 
This  created  an  unusual  demand  for  gold  and 
silver  in  those  eastern  States  of  Europe.  It 
has  been  stated,  that  the  amount  of  the  pre- 
cious metals  transmitted  to  Austria  and  Russia 
in  that  year,  was  at  least  twenty  millions  ster- 
ling.   Other  large  sums  were  sent  to  Prussia 
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and  to  Denmark.  The  effect  of  this  sudden 
drain  of  specie,  felt  first  at  Paris,  was  commu- 
nicated to  Amsterdam  and  Hamburg,  and  all 
other  commercial  places  in  the  north  of  Europe. 

The  paper  system  of  England  had  certainly 
communicated  an  artificial  value  to  property. 
It  had  encouraged  speculation,  and  excited 
overtrading.  "When  the  shock  therefore  came, 
and  the  violent  pressure  for  money  acted  at  the 
same  moment  on  the  Continent  and  in  Eng- 
land, inflated  and  unnatural  prices  could  be 
kept  up  no  longer.  A  reduction  took  place, 
which  has  been  estimated  to  have  been  at  least 
equal  to  a  fall  of  30,  if  not  40  per  cent.  The 
depression  was  universal ;  and  the  change  was 
felt  in  the  United  States  severely,  though  not 
equally  so  in  every  part  of  them.  There  are 
those,  I  am  aware,  who  maintain  that  the 
events  to  which  I  have  alluded  did  not  cause 
the  great  fall  of  prices ;  but  that  that  fall  was 
natural  and  inevitable,  from  the  previously  ex- 
isting state  of  things,  the  abundance  of  com- 
modities, and  the  want  of  demand.  But  that 
would  only  prove  that  the  effect  was  produced 
in  another  way,  rather  than  by  another  cause. 
If  these  great  and  sudden  calls  for  money  did 
not  reduce  prices,  but  prices  fell,  as  of  them- 
selves, to  their  natural  state,  still  the  result  is 
the  same ;  for  we  perceive  that  after  these  new 
calls  for  money,  prices  could  not  be  kept  longer 
at  their  unnatural  height. 

I  will  now  proceed,  sir,  to  state  some  objec- 
tions which  I  feel,  of  a  more  geqpral  nature,  to 
the  course  of  Mr.  Speaker's  observations. 

Ho  seems  to  me  to  argue  the  question  as  if 
all  domestic  industry  were  confined  to  the  pro- 
duction of  manufactured  articles ;  as  if  the  em- 
ployment of  our  own  capital,  and  our  own 
labor,  in  the  occupations  of  commerce  and 
navigation,  were  not  as  emphatically  domestic 
industry  as  any  other  occupation.  Some  other 
gentlemen,  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  have 
spoken  of  the  price  paid  for  every  foreign  man- 
ufactured article,  as  so  much  given  for  the  en- 
couragement of  foreign  labor,  to  the  prejudice 
of  our  own.  But  is  not  every  such  article  the 
product  of  our  own  labor  as  truly  as  if  we  had 
manufactured  it  ourselves?  Our  labor  has 
earned  it,  and  paid  the  price  for  it.  It  is  so 
much  added  to  the  stock  of  national  wealth. 
If  the  commodity  were  dollars,  nobody  would 
doubt  the  truth  of  this  remark :  and  it  is  pre- 
cisely as  correct  in  its  application  to  any  other 
commodity  as  to  silver.  One  man  makes  a 
yard  of  cloth  at  home ;  another  raises  agricul- 
tural products,  and  buys  a  yard  of  imported 
cloth.  Both  these  are  equally  the  earnings  of 
domestic  industry,  and  the  only  questions  that 
arise  in  the  case  are  two :  the  first  is,  which  is 
the  best  mode,  under  all  the  circumstances,  of 
obtaining  the  article;  the  second  is,  how  far 
this  first  question  is  proper  to  be  decided  by  Gov- 
ernment, and  how  far  it  is  proper  to  be  left  to 
individual  discretion.  There  is  no  foundation 
for  the  distinction  which  attributes  to  certain 
employments  the  peculiar  appellation  of  Amer- 
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ican  industry ;  and  it  is,  in  my  judgment,  ex- 
tremely unwise,  to  attempt  such  discrimina- 
tions. "We  are  asked,  what  nations  have  ever 
attained  eminent  prosperity  without  encour- 
aging manufactures  ?  I  may  ask,  what  nation 
ever  reached  the  like  prosperity  without  pro- 
moting foreign  trade  ?  I  regard  these  interests 
as  closely  connected,  and  am  of  opinion  that  it 
should  be  our  aim  to  cause  them  to  flourish  to- 
gether. I  know  it  would  be  very  easy  to  pro- 
mote manufactures,  at  least  for  a  time,  but 
probably  only  for  a  short  time,  if  we  might  act 
in  disregard  of  other  interests.  "We  could  cause 
a  sudden  transfer  of  capital,  and  a  violent 
change  in  the  pursuits  of  men.  "We  could  ex- 
ceedingly benefit  some  classes  by  these  means. 
But  what,  then,  becomes  of  the  interests  of 
others?  T?he  power  of  collecting  revenue  by 
duties  on  imports,  and  the  habit  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  collecting  almost  its  whole  revenue  in 
that  mode,  wiU  enable  us,  without  exceeding 
the  bounds  of  moderation,  to  give  great  advan- 
tages to  those  classes  of  manufactures  which 
we  may  think  most  useful  to  promote  at  home. 
"What  I  object  to  is  the  immoderate  use  of  the 
power— exclusions  and  prohibitions;  all  of 
which,  as  I  think,  not  only  interrupt  the  pur- 
suits of  individuals,  with  great  injury  to  them- 
selves, and  little  or  no  benefit  to  the  country, 
but  also  often  divert  our  own  labor,  or,  as  it 
may  very  properly  be  called,  our  own  domestic 
industry,  from  those  occupations  in  which  it  is 
well  employed,  and  well  paid,  to  others,  in 
which  it  wiU  be  worse  employed,  and  worse 
paid.  For  my  part,  \  see  very  little  relief  to 
those  who  are  likely  to  be  deprived  of  their 
employments,  or  who  find  the  prices  of  the 
commodities  which  they  need,  raised,  in  any 
of  the  alternatives  which  Mr.  Speaker  has  pre- 
sented. It  is  nothing  to  say  that  they  may,  if 
they  choose,  continue  to  buy  the  foreign  article ; 
the  answer  is,  the  price  is  augmented :  nor 
that  they  may  use  the  domestic  article;  the 
price  of  that  also  is  increased.  Nor  can  they 
supply  themselves  by  the  substitution  of  their 
own  fabric.  How  can  the  agriculturist  make 
his  own  iron  ?  How  can  the  ship-owner  grow 
his  own  hemp  ? 

But  I  have  yet  a  stronger  objection  to  the 
course  of  Mr.  Speaker's  reasoning ;  which  is, 
that  he  leaves  out  of  the  case  all  that  has  been 
already  done  for  the  protection  of  manufac^ 
tnres,  and  argues  the  question  as  if  those  inter- 
ests were  now,  for  the  first  time,  to  receive  aid 
from- duties  on  imports.  I  can  hardly  express 
the  surprise  I  feel  that  Mr.  Speaker  should  fall 
into  the  common  modes  of  expression  used 
elsewhere,  and  ask  if  we  wiU  give  our  manu- 
factures no  protection.  Sir,  look  to  the  history 
of  our  laws ;  look  to  the  present  state  of  our 
laws.  Consider  that  our  whole  revenue,  with 
a  trifling  exception,  is  collected  at  the  custom- 
house, and  always  has  been ;  and  then  say 
what  propriety  there  is  in  calling  on  the  Gov- 
ernment for  protection,  as  if  no  protection  had 
heretofore  been  afforded.    The  real  question 


before  us,  in  regard  to  all  the  important  clauses 
of  the  biU,  is  not  whether  we  will  lay  duties, 
but  whether  we  wiU  augment  duties.  The  de- 
mand is  for  something  more  than  exists,  and 
yet  it  is  pressed  as  if  nothing  existed.  It  is 
wholly  forgotten  that  iron  and  hemp,  for  ex- 
ample, already  pay  a  very  heavy  and  burden- 
some duty;  and,  in  short,  from  the  general 
tenor  of  Mr.  Speaker's  observations,  one  would 
infer,  that,  hitherto  we  had  rather  taxed  our 
own  manufactures  than  fostered  them  by  taxes 
on  those  of  other  countries.  "We  hear  of  the 
fatal  policy  of  the  tariff  of  1816 ;  and  yet  the 
law  of  1816  was  passed  avowedly  for  the  bene- 
fit of  manufacturers,  and,  with  very  few  excep- 
tions, imposed  on  imported  articles  very  great 
additions  of  tax ;  in  some  important  instances, 
indeed,  amounting  to  a  prohibition. 

Sir,  on  this  subject  it  becomes  us  at  least  to 
understand  the  real  posture  of  the  question. 
Let  us  now  suppose  that  we  are  beginning' the 
protection  of  manufactures  by  duties  on  im- 
ports. "What  we  are  asked  to  do  is,  to  render 
those  duties  much  higher,  and  therefore,  instead 
of  dealing  in  general  commendations  of  the 
benefits  of  protection,  the  friends  of  the  bUl,  I 
think,  are  bound  to  make  out  a  fair  case  for 
each  of  the  manufactures  which  they  propose 
to  benefit.  The  Government  has  already  done 
much  for  their  protection,  and  it  ought  to  be 
presumed  to  have  done  enough,  unless  it  should 
be  shown,  by  the  facts  and  considerations  ap- 
plicable to  each,  that  there  is  a  necessity  for 
doing  more. 

On  the  general  question,  sir,  allow  me  to  ask, 
if  the  doctrine  of  prohibition,  as  a  general  doc- 
trine, be  not  preposterous  ?  Suppose  all  nations 
to  act  upon  it ;  they  would  be  prosperous,  then, 
according  to  the  argument,  precisely  in  the  pro- 
portion in  which  they  abolished  intercourse 
with  one  another.  The  less  of  mutual  com- 
merce the  better,  upon  this  hypothesis.  Pro- 
tection and  encouragement  may  be,  and  are, 
doubtless,  sometimes,  wise  and  beneficial,  if 
kept  within  proper  limits;  but,  when  carried 
to  an  extravagant  height,  or  the  point  of  pro- 
hibition, the  absurd  character  of  the  system 
manifests  itself. 

Let  me  now  ask,  sir,  what  relief  this  bill  pro- 
poses to  some  of  those  great  and  essential  inter- 
ests of  the  country,  the  condition  of  which  has 
been  referred  to  as  proof  of  national  distress ; 
and  which  condition,  although  I  do  not  think 
it  makes  out  a  case  of  distress,  yet  does  indicate 
depression. 

And  first,  as  to .  our  foreign  trade.  The 
Speaker  has  stated  that  there  has  been  a  con- 
siderable falling  off  in  the  tonnage  employed  in 
that  trade.  This  is  true,  lamentably  true.  In 
my  opinion,  it  is  one  of  those  occurrences  which 
ought  to  arrest  our  immediate,  our  deep,  our 
most  earnest  attention.  "What  does  this  biU. 
propose  for  its  relief?  Sir,  it  proposes  nothing 
but  new  burdens.  It  proposes  to  diminish  its 
employment,  and  it  proposes,  at  the  same  time, 
to  augment  its  expense,  by  subjecting  it  to 
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heavier  taxation.    Sir,  there  is  no  interest,  in 
regard  to  which  a  stronger  case  for  protection 
can  be  made  out,  than  the  navigating  interest. 
Whether   we  look    at  its  present    condition, 
which  is  admitted  to  be  depressed ;  the  num- 
ber of  persons  connected  with  it,  and  dependent 
upon  it  for  their  daily  bread ;  or  its  importance 
to  the  country  in  a  political  point  of  view,  it 
has  claims  upon  our  attention  which  cannot  be 
exceeded.     But  what  do  we  propose  to  do  for 
it  ?    I  repeat,  sir,  simply  to  burden  and  to  tax 
it.    By  a  statement  which  I  have  already  sub- 
mitted to  the  committee,  it  appears  that  the 
shipping  interest  pays,   annually,   more   than 
half  a  million  of  dollars  in  duties  on  articles 
used  in  the  construction  of  ships.     We  propose 
to  add,  nearly,  or  quite,  fifty  per  cent,  to  this 
amount,  at  the  very  moment  that  we  bring  forth 
the  languishing  state  of  this  interest,  as  a  proof 
of  national  distress.    Let  it  be  remembered 
that  our  shipping  employed  in  foreign   com- 
merce, has,  at  this  moment,  not  the  shadow  of 
Government  protection.    It  goes  abroad  upon 
the  wide  sea  to  make  it&  own  way,  and  earn 
its  own  bread,  in  a  professed  competition  with 
the  whole  world.    Its  resources  are  its  own 
frugality,  its  own  skill,  its  own  enterprise.     It 
hopes  to  succeed,  if  it  shall  succeed  at  all,  not 
by  extraordinary  aid  of  Government,  but  by 
patience,  vigilance,  and  toil.     This  right  arm 
of  the  nation's  safety  strengthens  its  own  muscle 
by  its  own  efforts,  and  by  unwearied  exertion 
in  its  own  defence  becomes  strong  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  country. 

No  one  acquainted  with  this  interest  can 
deny  that  its  situation,  at  this  moment,  is  ex- 
tremely critical.  We  have  left  it  hitherto  to 
maintain  itself  or  perish ;  to  swim  if  it  can,  and 
to  sink  if  it  cannot.  But  at  this  moment  of  its 
apparent  struggle,  can  we,  as  men,  can  we,  as 
patriots,  add  another  stone  to  the  weight  that 
threatens  to  carry  it  down?  Sir,  there  is  a 
limit  to  human  power  and  to  human  effort.  I 
know  the  commercial  marine  of  this  coun- 
try can  do  almost  every  thing,  and  bear  almost 
every  thing.  Yet  some  things  are  impossible 
to  be  done ;  and  some  burdens  may  be  impos- 
sible to  be  borne ;  and  as  it  was  the  last  ounce 
that  broke  the  back  of  the  camel,  so  the  last 
tax,  although  it  were  even  a  small  one,  may  be 
decisive  as  to  the  power  of  our  marine  to  sus- 
tain the  conflict  in  which  it  is  now  engaged 
with  all  the  commercial  nations  on  the  globe. 

Again,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  failures  and  the 
bankruptcies  which  have  taken  place  in  our 
large  cities  have  been  mentioned  as  proving  the 
little  success  attending  commerce  and  its  gene- 
ral decline.  But  this  bOl  has  no  balm  for  those 
wounds.  It  is  very  remarkable,  that,  when 
losses  and  disasters  of  certain  manufacturers, 
those  of  iron,  for  instance,  are  mentioned,  it  is 
done  for  -the  purpose  of  invoking  aid  for  the  dis- 
tressed. JSTot  so  with  the  losses  and  disasters  of 
commerce ;  these  last  are  narrated,  and  not 
unfrequently  much  exaggerated,  to  prove  the 
rumous  natilre  of  the  employment,  and  to  show 


that  it  ought  to  be  abandoned,  and  the  capital 
engaged  in  it  turned  to  other  objects. 

It  has  been  often  said,  sir,  that  our  manufac- 
tures have  to  contend,  not  only  against  the  nat- 
ural advantages  of  those  who  produce  similar 
articles  in  foreign  countries,  but  also  against  the 
action  of  foreign  Governments,  who  have  great 
political  interest  in  aiding  their  own  manufac- 
tures to  suppress  ours.  But  have  not  these 
Governments  as  great  an  interest  to  cripple  our 
marine,  by  preventing  the  growth  of  our  com- 
merce and  navigation  ?  What  is  it  that  makes 
us  the  object  of  the  highest  respect,  or  the 
most  suspicious  jealousy  to  foreign  States? 
What  is  it  that  most  enables  us  to  take  high 
relative  rank  among  the  nations  ?  I  need  not 
say  that  this  results,  more  than  from  any  thing 
else,  from  that  quantity  of  military  power 
which  we  can  cause  to  be  water-borne,  and  of 
that  extent  of  commerce  which  we  are  able  to 
maintain  throughout  the  world. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  conscious  of  having  de- 
tained the  committee  much  too  long  with  these 
observations.  My  apology  for  now  proceeding 
to  some  remarks  upon  the  particular  clauses  of 
the  biU,  is,  that,  representing  a  district  at  once 
commercial  and  highly  manufacturing,  and  be- 
ing called  upon  to  vote  upon  a  bill  containing 
provisions  so  numerous  and  so  various,  I  am 
naturally  desirous  to  state  as  well  what  I  ap- 
prove, as  what  I  would  reject. 

The  first  section  proposes  an  augmented  duty 
upon  woollen  manufactures.  Thi^  if  it  were 
unqualified,  would  no  doubt  be  desirable  to 
those  who  are  engaged,  in  that  business.  I 
have  myself  presented  a  petition  from  the 
woollen  manufacturers  of  Massachusetts,  pray- 
ing an  augmented  ad  valorem  duty  upon  im- 
ported woollen  cloths;  and  I  am  prepared  to 
accede  to  that  proposition,  to  a  reasonable  ex- 
tent. But  then  this  bUl  proposes,  also,  a  very 
high  duty  upon  imported  wool ;  and,  as  far  as 
I  can  learn,  a  majority  of  the  manufacturers 
are  at  least  extremely  doubtful  whetber,  taking 
these  two  provisions  together,  the  state  of  the 
law  is  not  better  for  them  now  than  it  would 
be  if  this  biU  should  pass.  It  is  said  this  tax 
on  raw  wool  wUl  benefit  the  agriculturist ;  but 
I  know  it  to  be  the  opinion  of  some  of  the  best 
informed  of  that  class,  that  it  will  do  them 
more  hurt  than  good.  They  fear  it  will  check 
the  manufacturer,  and  consequently  check  his 
demand  for  their  article.  The  argument  is, 
that  a  certain  quantity  of  coarse  wool,  cheaper 
than  we  can  possibly  furnish,  is  necessary  to 
enable  the  manufacturer  to  carry  on  the  gen- 
eral business,  and  that  if  this  cannot  be  had, 
the  consequence  will  be,  not  a  greater,  but  a 
less,  manufacture  of  our  own  wool.  I  am 
aware  that  very  intelligent  persons  differ  upon 
this  point;  but,  if  we  may  safely  infer  from 
that  difference  of  opinion,  that  the  proposed 
benefit  is  at  least  doubtful,  it  would  be  prudent 
perhaps  to  abstain  from  the  experiment-  Cer- 
tain it  is  that  the  same  course  of  reasoning  has 
occurred,  as  I  have  before  stated,  on  the  same 
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subject,  when  a  renewed  application  was  made 
to  tHe  English  Parliament  to  repeal  the  duty  on 
imported  wool,  I  believe,  scarcely  two  months 
ago ;  those  who  support  the  application,  press- 
ing urgently  the  necessity  of  an  unrestricted  use 
of  the  cheap,  imported  raw  material,  with  a 
view  to  supply,  with  coarse  cloths,  the  markets 
of  warm  climates,  such  as  those  of  Egypt  and 
Turkey,  and  especially  a  vast  new  created  de- 
mand in  the  South  American  States. 

As  to  the  manufactm-es  of  cotton,  it  is 
agreed,  I  believe,  that  they  are  generally  suc- 
cessful. It  is  understood  that  the  present  ex- 
isting duty  operates  pretty  much  as  a  prohi- 
bition over  those  descriptions  of  fabrics  to 
which  it  applies.  The  proposed  alteration 
would  probably  enable  the  American  manufac- 
turer to  commence  competition  with  higher 
priced  fabrics ;  and  so  would,  perhaps,  an  aug- 
mentation less  than  is  here  proposed.  I  con- 
sider the  cotton  manufactures  not  only  to  have 
reached,  but  to  have  passed,  the  point  of  com- 
petition. I  regard  their  success  as  certain,  and 
their  growth  as  rapid  as  the  most  impatient 
could  well  expect.  If,  however,  a  provision  of 
the  nature  of  that  recommended  here,  were 
thought  necessary  to  commence  new  operations 
in  the  same  line  of  manufacture,  I  should 
cheerftilly  agree  to  it,  if  it  were  not  at  the  cost 
of  sacrificing  other  great  interests  of  the  coun- 
try. I  need  hardly  say  that,  whatever  pro- 
motes the  cotton  and  wooUen  manufactures, 
promotes  most  important  interests  of  my  con- 
stituents. They  have  a  great  stake  in  the 
success  of  those  establishments,  and,  as  far  as 
those  manufactures  are  concerned,  would  be 
as  much  benefited  by  the  provisions  of  this  bill 
as  any  part  of  the  community.  It  is  .obvious, 
too,  I  should  think,  that,  for  some  considerable 
time,  manufactures  of  this  sort,  to  whatever 
magnitude  they  may  rise,  will  be  principally 
established  in  those  parts  of  the  country  where 
population  is  most  dense,  capital  most  abun- 
dant, and  where  the  most  successful  beginnings 
have  been  already  made. 

But  if  these  be  thought  to  be  advantages, 
they  are  greatly  counterbalanced  by  other  ad- 
vantages enjoyed  by  other  portions  of  the 
country.  I  cannot  but  regard  the  situation  of 
the  West  as  highly  favorable  to  human  happi- 
ness. It  offers,  in  the  abundance  of  its  new 
and  fertile  lands,  such  assurances  of  permajient 
property  and  respectability  to  the  industrious; 
it  enables  them  to  lay  such  sure  foundations  for 
a  competent  provision  for  their  families,  it 
makes  such  a  nation  of  freeholders,  that  it  need 
not  envy  the  happiest  and  most  prosperous  of 
the  manufacturing  communities.  We  may  talk 
as  we  win  of  well-fed  and  well-clothed  day- 
laborers  or  journeymen ;  they  are  not,  after 
all,  to  be  compared,  either  for  happiness  or  re- 
spectability, with  him  who  sleeps  under  his 
own  roof,  and  cultivates  his  own  fee-simplfe  in- 
heritance. 

Mr.  Chairman :  The  best  apology  for  laws  of 
prohibition  and   laws  of   monopoly,   will  be 


found  in  that  state  of*  society,  not  only  unen- 
lightened, but  sluggish,  in  which  they  are  most 
generally  established.  Private  industry,  in 
those  days,  required  strong  provocatives,  which 
Governments  were  seeking  to  administer  by 
these  means.  Something  was  wanted  to  actu- 
ate and  stimulate  men,  and  the  prospects  of 
such  profits  as  would,  in  om"  times,  excite  un- 
bounded competition,  would  hardly  move  the 
sloth  of  former  ages.  In  some  instances,  no 
doubt,  these  laws  produced  an  effect,  which,  in 
that  period,  would  n^  have  taken  place  with- 
out them.  Bui  our  age  is  whoUy  of  a  different 
character,  and  its  legislation  takes  another  turn. 
Society  is  fuU  of  excitement ;  competition  comes 
in  place  of  monopoly ;  and  intelligence  and  in- 
dustry ask  only  for  fair  play  and  an  open  field. 
Profits,  indeed,  in  such  a  state  of  things,  wUl 
be  small,  but  they  wiU  be  extensively  diflFused ; 
prices  wiU  be  low,  and  the  great  body  of  the 
people  prosperous  and  happy.  It  is  worthy  of 
remark  that,  from  the  operation  of  these  causes, 
commercial  wealth,  while  it  is  increased  beyond 
calculation  in  its  general  aggregate,  is,  at  the 
same  time,  broken  and  diminished  in  its  sub- 
divisions. Commercial  prosperity  should  be 
judged  of,  therefore,  rather  from  the  extent  of 
trade,  than  from  the  magnitude  of  its  apparent 
profits.  It  has  been  remarked  that  Spain,  cer- 
tainly one  of  the  poorest  nations,  made  very 
great  profits  on  the  amount  of  her  trade ;  but 
with  little  other  benefit  than  the  enriching  of 
a  few  individuals  and  companies.  Profits  to 
the  English  merchants  engaged  in  the  Levant 
and  Turkey  trade,  were  formerly  very  great, 
and  there  were  richer  merchants  in  England 
some  centuries  ago,  considering  the  compara- 
tive value  of  money,  than  at  the  present  highly 
commercial  period.  When  the  diminution  of 
profits  arises  from  the  extent  of  competition,  it 
indicates  rather  a  salutary  than  an  injurious 
change. 

Labor  is  the  great  producer  of  wealth;  it 
moves  all  other  causes.  If  it  call  machinery  to 
its  aid,-  it  is  stOl  employed,  not  only  in  using  the 
machinery,  but  in  making  it.  Now,  with  re- 
spect to  the  quantity  of  labor,  as  we  all  know, 
different  nations  are  differently  circumstanced. 
Some  need,  more  than  any  thing,  work  for 
hands ;  others  require  hands  for  work ;  and,  if 
we  ourselves  are  not  absolutely  in  the  latter 
class,  we  are  still,  most  fortunately,  very  hear 
it.  I  cannot  find  that  we  have  those  idle  hands, 
of  which  the  chairman  of  the  committee  speaks. 
The  price  of  labor  is  a  conclusive  and  unanswer- 
able refutation  of  that  idea;  it  is  known  to  be 
higher  with  us  than  in  any  other  civilized  State, 
and  this  is  the  greatest  of  all  proofs  of  general 
happiness.  Labor  in  this  country  is  independ- 
ent and  proud.  It  has  not  to  ask  the  patron- 
ao-e  of  capital,  but  capital  solicits  the  aid  of 
labor.  This  is  the  general  truth,  in-  regard  to 
the  condition  of  our  whole  population,  although 
in  the  large  cities  there  are,  doubtless,  many 
exceptions.  The  mere  capacity  to  labor  in  com- 
mon agricultural  employments  gives  to  our  young 


718 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  OF  R.] 


Tlie  Tariff  Bill. 


[April,  1824. 


men  the  assurance  of  independence.  We  have 
been  asked,  sir,  by  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, in  a  tone  of  some  pathos,  whether  we 
will  allow  to  serfs  of  Russia  and  Sweden  the 
benefit  of  making  iron  for  us?  Let  me  inform 
the  gentleman,  sir,  that  those  same  serfs  do  not 
earn  more  than  seven  cents  a  day,  and  that  they 
work  in  those  mines,  for  that  compensation,  be- 
cause they  are  serfs.  And,  let  me  ask  the  gen- 
tleman further,  whether  we  hare  any  labor  in 
this  country  that  cannot  be  better  employed 
than  in  a  business  which  does  not  yield  the 
laborer  more  than  seven  cents  a  day  ?  This,  it 
appears  to  me,  is  the  true  question  for  our  con- 
sideration. There  is  no  reason  for  saying  that 
we  wiU  work  iron  because  we  have  mountains 
that  contain  the  ore.  We  might,  for  the  same 
reason,  dig  among  6ur  rocks  for  the  scattered 
grains  of  gold  and  silver  which  might  be  found 
there.  The  true  inquiry  is,  can  we  produce  the' 
article  in  a  useful  state  at  the  same  cost,  or 
nearly  at  the  same  cost,  or  at  any  reasonable 
approximation  towards  the  same  cost,  at  which 
we  can  import  it? 

Some  general  estimates  of  the  price  and 
profits  of  labor,  in  those  countries  from  which 
we  import  our  iron,  might  be  formed  by  com- 
paring the  reputed  products  of  diflTerent  mines, 
and  their  prices,  with  the  number  of  hands  em- 
ployed. The  mines  of  Danemora  are  said  to 
yield  about  four  thousand  tons,  and  to  employ 
in  the  mines  twelve  hundred  workmen.  Sup- 
pose this  to  be  worth  fifty  doUars  per  ton ;  any 
one  wUl  find,  by  computation,  that  the  whole 
product  would  not  pay,  in  this  country,  for  one- 
quarter  part  of  the  necessary  labor.  The  whole 
export  of  Sweden  was  estimated,  a  few  years 
ago,  at  400,000  ship-pounds,  or  about  54,000 
tons.  Comparing  this  product  with  the  num- 
ber of  workmen  usually  supposed  to  ■  be  em- 
ployed in  the  mines  which  produce  iron  for  ex- 
portation, the  result  will  not  greatly  differ  from 
the  foregoing.  These  estimates  are  general, 
and  might  not  conduct  us  to  a  precise  result ; 
but  we  know,  from  intelligent  travellers,  and 
eye-witnesses,  that  the  price  of  labor,  in  the 
Swedish,  mines,  does  not  exceed  seven  cents 
a  day.* 

The  true  reason,  sir,  why  it  is  not  our  policy 
to  compel  our  citizens  to  manufacture  our  own 
iron,  is  that  they  are  far  better  employed.  It  is 
an  unproductive  business,  and  they  are  not 

*  The  price  of  labor  In  Bnssia  may  be  pretty  well  coUeet- 
ed  from  Tooke'8"View  of  the  Eussian  Empire."  "The 
workmen  in  the  mines  and  the  foundries  are,  indeed,  all 
called  master-people;  but  they  distinguish  themselves  into 
masters,  undermastera,  apprentices,  delvers,  servants,  car- 
riers, washers,  and  separators.  In  proportion  to  their  ability, 
their  wages  are  regulated,  which  proceed  ftom  ffteen  to 
upwards  of  thirty  roubles  per  annum.  The  provisions  which 
they  receive  from  the  magazines  are  deducted  from  this  pay." 
The  value  of  the  rouble  at  that-time  (1T99)  was  about  twenty- 
fourpenco  sterling,  or  forty-flve  cents  of  our  money. 

By  the  edict  of  1T99,"  it  is  added,  "  a  laborer  with  a 
horse  shall  receive,  daily,  in  Summer,  twenty,  and  in  Win- 
ter, twelve  copecks ;  a  laborer,  without  a  horse,  in  Summer, 
ten,  Jn  Winter,  eight  copecks." 

A  copeck  Is  the  hundredth  part  of  a  rouble,  or  about  half 
a  cent  of  our  inoney.  The  price  of  labor  may  have  risen,  in 
some  degree,  since  that  period,  but  probably  not  much. 


poor  enough  to  be  obliged  to  follow  it.  K  we 
had  more  of  poverty,  more  of  misery,  and  some 
thing  of  servitude ;  if  we  had  an  ignorant,  idle, 
starving  population,  we  might  set  up  for  iron- 
makers  against  the  world. 


MoiTDAT,  April  5, 
The  TwiffBill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tod,  the  Honse  then  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  "  to 
amend  the  several  acts  laying  duties  on  imports," 
Mr.  CoNDiOT  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  ISAOKS  modified  his  motion  of  Saturday, 
for  striking  out  the  minimum  on  cottons,  so  as 
to  leave  the  present  minimum  untouched,  viz; 
by  inserting  25  cents  instead  of  35  cents,  as  the 
minimum  valuation. 

Mr.  Caetee,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  and  said, 
it  was  with  much  reluctance  he  had  prevailed 
on  himself,  at  this  advanced  stage  of  the  discus- 
sion, to  ask  the  attention  of  the  committee. 
The  length  of  time  that  the  proposed  measure 
had  been  the  subject  of  inquiry  and  speculation, 
not  only  within  these  walls,  but  throughout  the 
nation ;  the  great  talent  and  research  that  have 
been  exhibited  upon  its  diversified  bearings, 
have  been  such  as  to  leave  scarcely  any  thing 
new  to  be  brought  to  the  discussion. 

After  making  this  statement,  it  might  be 
thought  necessary  by  some  that  he  should  make 
an  apology  to  the  committee  for  obtruding  upon 
them  the  few  remarks  which  he  proposed  to 
to  make.  If  there  were  any  who  entertained 
such  an  opinion,  the  only  and  the  best  excuse 
which  he  could  offer  them,  would  be  found  in 
the  peculiar  importance  of  the  subject  to  the 
whole  American  people,  and  the  special  and 
vital  interests  of  the  Southern  section  of  this 
Union,  which  it  was  apprehended  would  be  in- 
juriously affected  by  its  operations. 

The  space  which  the  present  bill  covers,  the 
variety  of  items  which  it  embraces,  expose  it  to 
a  multitude  of  objections  of  different  degrees  of 
force,  accoording  to  the  particular  provisions, 
which  may  be  opposed.  And  I  confess  that 
the  provision  now  proposed  to  be  stricken  out, 
is  freer  from  objection  than  some  other  pro- 
visions of  the  bfil.  But,  as  gentlemen  who 
have  supported,  as  well  as  those  who*  have  op- 
posed the  motion  now  before  the  committee, 
have  thought  it  a  fit  occasion  to  give  their  gen- 
eral views  of  the  policy  of  the  whole  measure, 
Mr.  0_.  said  he  hoped  the  committee  would  par- 
don him  for  imitating  their  example. 

It  is  admitted  on  aU  hands  to  be  a  wise 
maxim  of  legislation,  that  no  change  ought  to 
be  made  in  any  existing  law,  imless  the  reasons 
fbr  that  change  be  strong,  general,  and  evident. 
Whether  such  reasons  are  to  be  found  in  sup- 
port of  the  proposed  measure,  I  appeal  to  those 
who  are  acquainted  with  the  best  interests  of 
this  Republic,  and  its  present  actual  condition, 
to  say.  Will  any  one  pretend  to  assert  that 
there  has  been  so  universal  and  unequivocal  an 
expression  of  public  opinion  on  this  subject  as  to 
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leave  no  room  to  doubt  of  its  being  the  nation's 
will  ?  True  it  is,  sir,  that  loud  and  importunate 
complaints  have  reached  us  from  various  quar- 
ters of  the  country.  From  one  quarter  we  hear 
a  pressing  outcry  for  protection  to  the  manu- 
facturers of  wool,  and  for  the  encouragement 
of  the  growth  of  the  raw  material  at  home ; 
from  another  quarter  we  are  importuned  to  as- 
sist the  petitioners  in  their  unequal  competition 
with  the  manufacturers  of  glass-ware  from 
abroad ;  from  a  third  quarter  we  are  told  that 
the  growers  and  manufacturers  of  hemp  are 
laboring  under  the  most  unpardonable  neglect 
of  Government,  and  that,  in  consequence  of  it, 
industry  is  liinguishing,  and  capital  unemployed. 
Thus  it  is,  that  all  these  various  and  distinct 
interests,  scattered  over  an  immense  face  of 
country,  are  simultaneously  putting  forth  their 
complaints,  and  collectively  produce  a  deep  tone 
of  remonstrance.  I^ach  one  is  stimulated  by  a 
belief  that  theirs  is  a  case  of  peculiar  hardship, 
requiring  the  special  interposition  of  Congress. 
But  to  any  one  who  will  attentively  examine 
the  sources  from  which  these  complaints  come, 
the  task  cannot  he  a  difficult  one  of  ascertain- 
ing the  true  weight  to  which  they  are  entitled. 
Can  any  one,  who  will  thus  examine  them, 
mistake  them  for  the  individual  voice  of  the 
whole  American  people  fairly  and  deliberately 
expressed  ?  Are  they  not  rather  to  be  regard- 
ed as  the  interested  importunities  of  certain 
classes  of  individuals  or  of  sections  of  the  coun- 
try, who  are  determined  to  make  up  for  their 
deficiency  in  numbers  by  the  loudness  of  their 
complaints?  They  are  echoed  by  gentlemen 
who  seem  determined  to  give  the  appearance  of 
general  distress  to  the  country,  by  the  very 
generality  of  the  terms  they  use,  and  the  ur- 
gency with  which  they  press  them  upon  the 
public  consideration. 

The  more,  said  Mr.  C,  I  contemplate  the  pro- 
posed measure,  the  more  sensibly  am  I  im- 
pressed with  its  intrinsic  difficulty.  That  there 
are  cases  of  real  hardship  existing  in  some  parts 
of  the  country,  cannot  in  candor  be  denied. 
But  you  will  look  in  vain  through  the  country 
for  that  wide-spread  and  intense  distress  of 
which  some  gentlemen  have  spoken. 

That  the  contemplated  increase  of  duties 
which  some  politicians  regard  as  the  certain 
means  of  relief,  as  a  kind  of  political  catholicon, 
wiU  not,  in  its  operation,  produce  in  some 
parts  of  the  country  a  greater  portion  of  alter- 
native misery  than  it  will  cure  in  others,  is 
what  the  friends  of  this  measure  cannot  safely 
affirm.  The  great  difficulty  is  to  pursue  that 
wise  and  middle  course,  which,  while  it  affords 
adequate  protection  to  the  manufacturing,  does 
not  cripple  or  prostrate  the  agricultural  or  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  country.  For,  Mr.  0. 
said,  notwithstanding  his  opposition  to  the 
present  measure,  he  must  be  permitted  to  de- 
clare, in  the  sincerity  of  his  heart,  and  without 
the  slightest  reservation,  that  there  is  no  friend 
who  felt  a  higher  and  juster  pride  in  the  pros- 
perity of  the  domestic  manufactures  of  this 


country,  or  a  more  anxious  solicitude  for  their 
ultimate  complete  success,  than  he  did. 

I  have  said  that  the  country,  in  some  parts 
of  it,  exhibits  cases  of  great  hardship.  It  is  due 
to  truth  and  candor  that  this  admission  should 
be  made. 

The  farmer  of  the  grain-growing  States  will 
tell  you  that  he  has  large  annual  surpluses  of 
grain,  which  he  is  doomed  year  after  year  to 
see  rot  and  perish  on  his  hands.  That  it  is  to 
no  purpose  that  he  applies  himself  to  the  dili- 
gent cultivation  of  a  Iruitful  soil;  that  each  re- 
turn of  autumn  finds  his  barns  filled  to  over- 
flowing with  abundance,  but  that  it  is  all  useless, 
nay,  worse  than  useless  to  him ;  for  his  well- 
stored  barns  stand  continually  before  his  eyes, 
as  tormenting  memorials  of  his  own  labors  frus- 
trated, and  the  bounty  of  his  fields  most  cruelly 
wasted.  He  may  represent  his  labors  as  equal- 
ling, in  their  fertility  and  vexatious  disappoint- 
ment, the  fabled  toils  of  Sysiphus  himself.  The 
deplorable  accuracy  of  such  a  pictm-e  will  not 
be  disputed.  Nor  can  any  one  turn  away  from 
the  contemplation  of  such  a  picture,  without 
first  bestowing  upon  it  that  tribute  of  his  con- 
sideration as  well  as  of  his  sympathy,  which 
it  so  well  deserves. 

It  is  quite  natural  that  in  any  portion  of  the 
community  where  distress  is  sorely  felt,  where 
the  ordinary  stimulants  to  industry  are  very 
much  diminished,  or  wholly  withi-awn,  that 
the  individuals  who  experienced  this  inconve- 
nience, should  seiz'e  with  avidity  upon  any  ex- 
pedient which,  by  possibility,  among  its  various 
contingent  results,  might  contribute  to  their  re- 
lief. While  they  contemplate  the  reality  and 
extent  of  their  sufferings,  they  are  easily  cheated 
into  a  belief  that  any  measure,  no  matter  how 
iUy  contrived,  may  benefit  them.  And  how  do 
the  friends  of  this  measure  propose  to  remedy 
the  evU  ?  The  only  plan  that  has  been  suggest- 
ed has  been,  so  to  encourage  the  manufactures 
of  the  country,  so  to  augment  the  mechanic 
labor  of  our  citizens,  thatth^  number  of  artisans 
should  so  considerably  multiply  and  gain  upon 
the  number  of  agriculturists,  that  we  should 
raise  up,  in  the  bosom  of  our  pwn  country,  a 
sufficient  number  of  them  to  consume  all  the 
surplus  provisions  that  the  cultivators  of  the 
earth  can  produce.  In  a  word,  that  we  must 
become  our  own  customers,  and  furnish  a  home 
market  for  all  the  superfluous  grain  which  this 
wide-spread  fertUe  country  can  grow.  Who- 
ever will  consider  the  vast  capacities  of  this 
country  for  producing  every  species  of  grain,  in 
the  most  exuberant  abundance,  and  the  vast 
amount  of  mutual  labor  that  has  been  super- 
seded by  modern  discoveries,  in  labor-saving 
machinery,  must  be  satisfled  that,  if  this  result 
could  ever  take  place,  it  must  be  the  effect  of 
time  alone.  Any  attempt  to  legislate  against 
nature,  and  to  hasten,  by  law,  that  which  the 
slow  progress  of  yesirs  can  alone  effect,  would 
at  least  be  vain,  if  it  did  not  actually  retard  th« 
very  object  you  professed  to  accelerate. 
Some  of  the  advocates  of  this  bUl  seem  to 
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think  that  it  is  only  necessary  for  Congress  to 
grant  the  protection  they  ask,  in  order  to  insure 
them  immediate  and  complete  success.  They 
seem  to  think  that  something  magical  is  to 
spring  out  of  an  act  of  Congress,  and  that  as 
soon  as  the  seal  of  authority  is  affixed  to  their 
chartered  privileges,  all  these  manufacturing 
institutions,  which  in  other  countries  have  re- 
quired the  lapse  of  ages  to  bring  them  to  per- 
fection, are,  on  this  side  the  Atlantic,  to  spring 
instantaneously,  like  Minerva  from  the  brain  of 
Jupiter,  into  a  full,  sudden,  and  perfect  matu- 
rity. Any  one  who  will  attentively  examine 
this  opinion  for  a  single  moment,  will  not  hesi- 
tateto  pronounce  it  a  perfect  illusion ;  for,  by 
tracing  the  early  history  of  manufactures  in 
every  country,  it  will  be  found  that  the  want 
of  skill  in  the  application  of  the  capital  and  la- 
bor employed,  has  retarded  their  first  advance- 
ment ;  and  that  complete  success  has  been  at- 
tained only  after  years  of  disappointment  and 
disastrous  experience. 

In  stUl  further  answer  to  this  part  of  the 
argument,  it  may  be  said,  that  the  proposed  in- 
crease of  duty  is  small,  that  it  is  idle  to  expect 
that  so  trifling  an  advance  upon  the  burden 
already  imposed,  can  produce  such  important 
consequences ;  and  that  the  supply  VUI  still  be 
adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  country,  without 
any  oppressive  increase  of  price ;  that  the  defi- 
ciency at  home  will  stUl  be  supplied  from 
abroad. 

Let  us  examine  this  supposition  for  a  mo- 
ment, in  detail,  to  see  whether  it  be  true,  or 
whether  any  the  slightest  augmentation  of  the 
present  duty  would  not  have  the  effect  of  ex- 
cluding such  fabrics  altogether  from  our  mar- 
kets. The  present  taxes  with  which  they  are 
burdened  to  the  purchasers,  are  such  as  barely 
to  enable  the  Southern  planters  to  purchase 
them,  for  the  purpose  of  clothing  their  Slaves. 
The  extreme  depression  of  their  foreign  mar- 
kets has  produced  so  much  embaiTassment  at 
home,  that  many  c£  them  seriously  deliberate 
within  themselves  whether  they  had  not  bet- 
ter, by  some  exertion  of  household  economy, 
manufacture  these  fabrics  ai  primary  necessity 
within  themselves,  rather  than  purchase  them 
at  their  present  prices.  And  any  one  who  will 
reflect  on  the  facilities  with  which  a  slavehold- 
ing  State  may  oooasionally  devote  their  labor  to 
this  object,  without  deducting  from  the  aver- 
age annual  product  of  theii-  crop,  cannot  be  sur- 
prised to  find  this  species  of  manufacture  come 
into  general  nse.  How  is  it  conducted  ?  .It  is 
produced  with  hafdly  any  loss  of  field  labor. 
It  is  carried  on  chiefly  by  women,  at  seasons 
when  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  would 
prevent  them  from  being  employed  in  the  field. 
And,  on  all  large  plantations,  there  are  a  num- 
ber of  women  who,  from  their  skill  in  this 
species  of  employment,  their  bad  health,  or  in- 
firm constitution,  it  would  be  found  advisable 
to  devote  altogether  to  this  species  of  labor. 
Thus,  with  a  yery  trifling  loss  on  any  plantation, 
and  on  many  without  any  loss  at  all,  might  be 


produced  a  substitute  for  the  immense  amount 
of  coarse  woollens  from  abroad,  at  present  con- 
sumed in  the  Southern  country.  The  same 
kind  of  revolution  would  take  place  in  the  do- 
mestic economy  of  all  the  poor  people.  How 
can  any  one,  then,  undertake  to  say,  that  the 
operation  of  the  present  measure  will  not  pro- 
duce a  diminution  of  the  revenue? 

But,  said  Mr.  C,  I  hear  it  repeated,  that  the 
proposed  increase  of  duty  is  so  small  an  advance 
upon  that  already  paid,  that  it  is  futile  to  ex- 
pect such  eventful  consequences  from  a  cause  so 
inadequate;  that  a  slight  improvement  in  the 
price  of  cotton,  of  rice,  or  of  tobacco,  will  en- 
able the  growers  of  those  articles  still  to  con- 
sume these  foreign  fabrics,  without  feeling  any 
additional  burden. 

K  what  has  already  been  said  on  this  subject 
be  not  a  sufficient  answer  to  this  coaxing  dou- 
ceur, let  me,  said  Mr.  C.,.  inform  genflemen, 
that  the  history  of  the  world  furnishes  no  ex- 
ample of  the  commercial  or  manufacturing  part 
of  a  commxmity  who  had  any  important  object 
to  subserve  or  promote,  at  the  expense  of  some 
rival  interest,  who  did  not  apply  themselves  to 
just  such  devices  as  the  present,  and  employ  the 
self-same  expedients  to  allay  the  fears  of  those 
on  whose  interests  they  meditated  an  attack. 
Let  me  not  be  misunderstood.    I  do  not  mean 
to  accnse  the  advocates  of  this  bUl  with  any 
fixed,  deliberate  purpose  of  subverting  the  in- 
terests of  the  Southern  States.     Nor  do  I  be- 
lieve that  they  have  any  wish  to  destroy  that 
equilibrium  which  ought  to  pervade  the  indiis- 
try  of   every  well-regulated  Government,  so 
that,  in  the  confusion  which  might  ensue,  man- 
ufactures might,  peradventure,  be  exalted  on 
the  ruins  of  agriculture.     I  should  be  unwilling 
to  believe  that  such  a  spirit  existed  in  any  por- 
tion of  men,  in  any  portion  of  this  country. 
But,_  sir,  the  extreme  subtlety  with  which  such 
a  spirit  operates,  the  insensible  influence  whieh 
it  exerts  upon  those  who  will  not  acknowledge 
its  presence,  and  the  thousand  insidious  forms 
that  it  assumes,  for  the  purpose  of  accomplish- 
ing its  object,  might  induce-some  gentlemen  to 
look  well  to  what  they  were  doing,  before  they 
gave  this  measure  their  sanction.    It  would,  at 
any  rate,  be  but  a  poor  consolation  to  those 
who  are  to  feel  the  mischief  of  its  unequal  op- 
eration, to  reflect,  that  its  authors  were  actu- 
ated by  the  most  benevolent  intentions ;  that, 
their  design  was  purely  to  beneflt  themselves,' 
without  any  the  remotest  intention  to  injure 
others.     If  the  evU  happens,  it  matters  not 
what  motives  gave  birth  to  it,  and  the  mere 
absence  of  malignity  from  the  intention  of 
those  who  inflict  it,  can  never  mitigate  the  suf- 
ferings of  the  victim. 

Intimately  connected  with  its  diminution  of 
the  revenue,  may  be  considered  the  effects  of 
this  measure  upon  the  maritime  strength  of  the 
country.  Its  pernicious  operation,  in  this  re- 
spect, has  already  been  so  ably  delineated  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  that,  Mi. 
0.  said,  he  felt  that,  to  enlarge  on  this  topic, 
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would  be  an  unwarrantable  trespass  on  the 
committee.  But,  it  did,  appear  to  bim,  that, 
exactly  in  proportion  as  the  effects  of  this 
measure  would  be  injm-iously  felt  upon  our 
finances,  they  would  prove  discouraging  to  our 
seamen ;  and,  shutting  our  eyes  upon  the  im- 
mense proportion  of  our  revenue  derived  from 
this  source,  excluding  from  our  estimate  two- 
thirds  of  the  whole  national  income,  flowing 
into  the  treasury  from  our  duties  upon  imports 
and  tonnage,  shall  this  Government,  to  favor  a 
class  of  individuals,  who  will  not  make  the  re- 
turn of  a  single  farthing  to  the  Treasury,  to 
compensate  for  the  sacrifice  proposed,  do  an 
apt,  the  idtimate  tendency  of  which  wiU  be  to 
cripple  our  maritime  strength  ?  Every  seaman 
that  you  deprive  of  his  daily  bread,  and  every 
merchantman  that  you  send  from  your  employ- 
ment, inflicts  an  injury  upon  the  commercial 
spirit  and  naval  enterprise  of  this  country. 
And  is  this  the  opportune  juncture  that  gentle- 
men have  selected  to  inflict  such  a  blow  on  the 
naval  service  of  their  country?  Have  they 
already  forgotten  the  numerous  "  deeds  of  no- 
ble daring,"  and  the  gallant  achievements  that 
have  covered  our  navy  with  a  glory  which  the 
friends  of  that  bulwark  of  our  defence,  trust, 
may  be  as  lasting  as  it  is  unquestionably  bril- 
liant ?  Have  they,  before  the  sound  has  quite 
died  upon  their  ears,  forgotten  that  it  is  the 
dying  echo  of  that  thnnder  which  reverberated 
across  the  Atlantic,  and  has  dispelled  the  invin- 
cibility of  the  mistress  of  the  ocean !  Will 
they  consent  to  be  instrumental  in  bringing 
their  country  into  that  situation  in  which  the 
verdant  laurels  with  which  their  countrymen 
have  so  recently  entwined  the  temples  of  our 
naval  heroes,  will  wither  and  fade  away  ?  No ! 
Such  questions  do  equal  injustice  to  the  grati- 
tude and  magnanimous  policy  of  this  country. 
The  legislative  provisions  of  our  Government 
speak  a  language  on  this  subject,  in  perfect  and 
delightful  harmony  with  the  undivided  voice 
which  is  uttered  from  Maine  to  Florida.  We 
ought,  under  existing  circumstances,  to  look 
with  an  equal,  if  not  with  a  jealous  and  parent- 
al eye,  upon  the  claim  which  this  class  of  our 
people  has  upon  the  regard  and  protection  of 
their  Government.  That  prayer  which  its  di- 
vine Author  intended  for  the  guidance  of  all 
mankind,  and  which  says,  "Lead  us  not  into 
temptation,"  ought  not  to  be  overlooked  in 
what  we  propose  to  do  in  reference  to  this  class 
of  our  citizens.  They  ought  not  to  be  placed 
in  that  situation  in  which  they  should  be  tempt- 
ed to  lead  themselves  to  the  practice  of  smug- 
gling. We  ought  to  touch  with  exceeding  great 
caution  the  interests  of  that  portion  of  the 
community  who,  from  the  immense  contribu- 
tions they  have  already  made,  and  from  the 
enormous  exactions  which  are  now  yearly  and 
monthly  made  of  them,  have  no  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  they  enjoy  a  monopoly  of  the  public 
favor  of  this  country.  Let  us  beware  how  we 
adopt  a  measure  which,  in  reference  to  the 
whole  of  this  enterprising  class  of  our  citizens. 
Vol.  VIL — 16 


and  to  nearly  one-half  of  all  this  Union,  may 
emphatically  be  said  to  be  against  public  opin- 
ion. We  all  know  the  lamentable  consequences 
which  flow  from  a  measure  which  thus  violates 
public  sentiment ;  which  arrays,  on  the  one 
side,  our  long-settled  habits,  afiections,  judg- 
ments, and  prejudices,  if  you  please,  against 
what,  on  the  other?  Nothing  more  nor  less 
than  your  isolated,  unsupported,  parchment 
law !  Experience  as  well  as  reason  point  to 
the  introduction  of  tlje  profligate  practice  of 
smuggling,  and  the  general  demoralizing  effects 
of  it  on  the  mercantile  community,  as  the  two- 
fold mischief  which  may  be  expected  to  be  real- 
ized in  this  country,  as  the  first-fruits  of  this 
project.  And  let  no  one  pretend  to  say,  that 
the  extent  to  which  the  practice  of  smuggling 
may  be  introduced,  will  not  be  such  as  will  be 
seriously  felt  on  our  finances.  Eemember  the 
strong  feelings  and  cherished  interests  which 
the  passage  of  this  law  will  violate.  EecoUeot 
that  those  feelings  are  deep-rooted,  because 
they  spring  up  in  the  minds  of  those  who  en- 
tertain them  from  a  consciousness  that  they 
have  already  contributed  more  than  their  pro- 
portionate share  towards  bearing  the  public 
burdens.  And,  sir,  when  aU  these  things  are 
considered,  let  it  not  excite  the  wonder  of  any 
one  if  many  of  om-  merchants,  believing  their 
rights  to  be  disregarded,  and  acting  under  the 
impulse  of  exasperated  feeling,  and  a  sense  of 
justice  denied  them,  should  not  weigh,  with  the 
most  scrupulous  nicety,  the  morality  or  immo- 
rality of  the  means  they  employed  to  pursue 
their  accustomed  trade  and  enrich  themselves. 

The  history  of  this  country  shows  that  the 
mercantile  part  of  it  are  not  deficient  in  that 
sagacity  and  foresight  which  have  immemori- 
aUy  distinguished  men  of  the  same  pursuit,  in 
every  part  of  the  world.  We  know  that  they 
calculate  the  mischief  of  a  measure  which 
affects  them,  by  the  rules  of  a  very  different 
arithmetic  from  that  which  gives  to  them  the 
list  of  balances  on  their  ledger,  and  ascertains 
for  them  the  amount  of  their  profits.  They 
look  to  the  principle  of  every  thiag,  and  scan 
with  a  jealous  eye  the  unborn  mischief  which 
its  operations  may  bring  forth.  While  yet 
every  thing  presents  the  exterior  of  calm  and 
of  quietness,  they,  with  a  keenness  of  vision 
little  short  of  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  penetrate 
into  thefuturei  and  survey,  with  a  solicitude 
which  their  magnitude  could  alone  inspire,  all 
the  accumulated  and  monstrous  evils  of  actual 
undisguised  oppression. 

Upwards  of  thirty  years  ago,  a  distinguished 
statesman  of  this  country,  (Mr.  Hamilton,) 
whose  views,  in  relation  to  its  finances,  were 
never  thought  to  be  chargeable  with  a  want  of 
energy,  recommended  a  tariff  of  duties  averag- 
ing from  seven  to  eight  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 
as  being,  in  his  opinion,  abundantly  sufiioient 
to  protect  our  domestic  manufactures,  and  to 
draw  forth  and  energize  all  the  internal  re- 
sources of  the  country ;  and  whoever  wUl  con- 
sider, for  a  moment,  the  immense  natural  ad- 
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vantages  which  this  country  presents  for  such 
manufactures,  ahounding  as  it  does  in  every  va- 
riety of  soil,  in  every  variety  of  mineral,  and 
of  oi'es,  in  every  variety  of  vv'ater  power,  to  be 
applied  either  to  the  purposes  of  transporta- 
tion, or  to  be  used  for  propelling  machinery, 
cannot  feci  the  least  wonder  that  such  a  protec- 
tion should,  at  that  time,  have  been  thought 
abundantly  adequate.  And  has  the  American 
Government  listened  to  the  wis/>  counsels  of 
this  distinguished  member  of  her  cabinet  ?  It 
has.  And  has  fulfilled,  to  the  fullest  extent,  his 
recommendation.  The  duties  that  have  been 
imposed,  from  time  to  time,  since  the  period  of 
his  advice,  have  more  than  trebled  what  he  re- 
commended. And  I  repeat  it,  said  Mr.  0.,  that 
whoever  will  consider  for  himself  the  exuber- 
ant redundance  with  which  this  country  pro- 
duces all  the  raw  materials  that  can  compose 
our  domestic  manufactures  of  every  kind — 
whoever  will  cast  his  eye  at  the  same  time 
upon  the  map  and  upon  the  tariff  of  the  United 
States,  and  contemplate  the  immense  distance 
which  separates  us  from  all  foreign  competi- 
tion, must  inevitably  come  to  the  conclusion, 
that,  if  our  manufactories  have  not  already 
arrived  to  that  degree  of  perfection,  which 
their  most  sanguine  friends  could  desire,  their 
backwardness  is  to  be  imputed  to  very  differ- 
ent causes,  from  the  want  of  protection. 

A  nearer  view  of  our  manufacturing  establish- 
ments themselves,  will  conduct  us  to  the  same 
conclusion.  What  is  their  present  condition  ? 
Mr.  C.  said  he  would  not  pretend  (as  he  lacked 
the  necessary  information)  to  go  into  a  minute 
and  detailed  history  of  the  manufactures  of 
this  country.  But  a  brief  outline  of  some  of  the 
most  prominent  of  them  would  convince  any 
unprejudiced  mind,  that  the  repeated  complaints 
that  had  been  heard  on  this  subject,  were 
destitute  of  any  foundation. 

The  manufacture  of  iron,  in  many  depart- 
ments of  it,  has  been  already  attended  with 
complete  success.  Many  utensils  of  great  and 
general  use,  made  of  this  material,  have  long 
since  acquired  their  utmost  degree  of  perfection. 
The  history  of  many  of  these  manufactures 
shows  that  their  success  has  not  depended  on 
extravagant  legislative  protection.  For,  sir, 
long  before  the  protecting  duty,  designed  for 
their  encouragement,  had  reached  its  utmost 
limit,  the  ingenuity  of  the  American  artist  had 
outstripped  the  bounty  of  his  Government,  and 
reached  perfection. 

The  manufacture  of  cotton  goods  in  the 
Eastern  States  has  been  attended  with  a  success 
which  has  surpassed  the  expectations  of  the 
most  sanguine  friends  of  domestic  manufactures. 
Wherever  common  prudence  and  skill  have 
been  exercised,  capitalists  who  have  embarked 
in  this  business  have  derived  an  annual  profit 
from  their  investments,  averaging  from  fifteen 
to  twenty  per  cent.  In  some  establishments 
their  occasional  profits  have  considerably  ex- 
ceeded that  rate.  Already  have  their  fabrics 
become  an  article  of  export  to  foreign  markets. 


If  these  facts  be  not  regarded  as  a  sufiicient 
evidence  of  the  prosperity  of  this  branch  of 
American  manufactures,  Mr.  0.  said  he  was  at 
a  loss  to  know  what  proof  gentlemen  would  ask. 
If  such  profits  be  not  suflScient  to  satisfy  their 
desires.  Congress  might  exhaust  in  vain  the 
treasury  of  the  nation  to  glut  their  cupidity. 

Our  manufactures  of  glass  ware  have  succeed- 
ed. Large  establishments  for  tliis  manufactare 
are  now  in  prosperous  operation  at  Boston, 
New  York,  and  Pittsburg.  Besides  these,  there 
are  many  minor  factoi'ies  scattered  through  the 
Northern  and  Eastern  States,  of  whose  profits 
and  situation  I  cannot  speak. 

Our  woollen  factories,  although  they  have 
not  been  crowned  with  the  same  success  that 
has  attended  the  cotton  factories,  have  yet 
come  far  short  of  encountering  an  entire  failure. 
Their  progress  will  bear  flattering  comparison 
with  the  incipient  stage  of  similar  manufactures 
in  other  countries.  And  some  explanation 
may  be  given  to  the  uneasiness  and  discontent 
which  this  portion  of  our  manufacturers  have 
manifested,  by  calling  to  mind  the  fact  that  they 
have  been  reared  up,  and  have  had  their  day  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  their  more  fortunate 
and  flourishing  sister  factories  of  cotton.  In- 
corporated, as  they  are,  with  each  other,  in 
point  of  location,  it  is  quite  natural  that  the 
daily  contemplation  of  the  superior  success  of 
the  one,  should  fill  the  other  with  murmuring 
and  despondency.  But  the  actual  intrinsic 
condition  of  the  manufacture  itself,  ought  not 
to  be  taken  as  the  entire  cause  of  the  complaints 
we  hear.  Permit  me,  said  Mr.  0.,  to  read,  for 
the  information  of  the  committee,  a  statement 
of  the  manufacture  of  flannel  in  this  country, 
which  has  met  my  eye  during  this  discus- 
sion. 

[Here  Mr.  C.  read  from  a  newspaper,  showing 
the  progress  of  the  flannel  manufactories  in 
Boston  and  its  vicinity.] 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  in  the  present  outcry 
which  is  made  for  protection  against  the 
ruinous  effects  of  foreign  competition,  that  the 
interests  of  large  moneyed  capitalists  is  distinct- 
ly to  be  traced.  Amidst  the  general  swell  of 
complaint  with  which  we  are  assailed,  their 
voice  is  plainly  to  be  heard.  While  they  are 
besieging  Congress  with  their  importunities,  the 
laboring  crowds  which  fill  their  manufacturing 
houses  are  working  on  in  silence  and  content- 
ment. They  are  not  to  be  benefited  by  the 
bounty  which  is  asked.  The  wages  of  this 
numerous  class  of  our  citizens  are  not  to  receive 
a  proportionate  increase.  They  are  still  to 
remain  the  humble  but  productive  instruments 
of  pampering  the  pride  and  augmenting  the 
wealth  of  their  lordly  and  avaricious  masters. 
Thus,  the  evident  and  direct  tendency  of  this 
measure  is  to  confer  upon  moneyed  capital 
unequal  advantages,  and  to  raise  up,  in  the 
bosom  of  our  country,  where  we  have  so  long 
boasted  of  our  equal  rights  and  privileges,  and 
of  the  unsophisticated  simplicity  of  our  man- 
ners, a  haughty,  dominant  spirit  of  aristocracy. 
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Of  the  effects  of  such  a  spirit,  Mr.  0.  said,  it  was 
needless  that  he  should  speak  to  such  an  assem- 
bly. Suffice  it  to  say,  that,  in  no  country  has  it 
ever  appeared  without  changing  and  disfiguring 
the  face  of  society.  And  there  is  no  country 
under  the  sun  where  its  first  appearance  should 
be  more  earnestly  deprecated,  and  carefully 
avoided,  than  in  our  own. 

Why  is  it,  sir,  since  the  cotton  factories  of 
New  England  have  got  into  successful  operation, 
and  offer  such  strong  temptations  to  avarice, 
that  we  find  no  emigrant  from  the  South  going 
thither  to  embark  his  fortunes  in  any  of  them? 
The  answer  is  to  be  found  in  the  condition  of 
our  country,  and  the  character  of  our  people. 
The  present  generation  must  pass  away  before 
Buch  a  spectacle  will  he  witnessed  in  this  coun- 
try. Just  as  soon,  said  Mr.  O.,  would  he  expect 
to  see  an  aboriginal  inhabitant  coming  from 
beyond  the  mountains,  deserting  his  native 
wilderness,  and  seeking  his  happiness  amidst  all 
the  splendid  accommodations  and  luxarious 
habits  of  civilized  life. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  would  say  nothing  about  the 
demoralizing  effects  of  a  general  introduction 
of  the  manufacturing  system.  For,  notwith- 
standing he  believed  it  fairly  exposed  to  this 
objection,  he  had  great  consolation  in  believing 
that,  whenever  this  mischief  was  seriously  to 
be  apprehended,  it  presupposed  so  extensive  an 
introduction  of  the  system  already  made,  that 
he  could  not  think  there  was  much  cause  for 
alarm  from  this  quarter.  The  objection  would 
gather  strength  as  the  manufactories  of  the  coun- 
try became  multiplied  and  enlarged.  He  was 
not  afraid  that  the  passage  of  the  bill  would 
suddenly  convert  the  people  of  this  country  so 
much  to  manufactures  that  their  morals  would 
be  ruined.  We  are  yet  hardly  removed  from 
onr  starting  point  in  the  great  orbit  we  are 
destined  to  describe;  and  nothing  could  be 
more  idle  than  to  suppose  that  any  vote  which 
we  may  give  on  the  question  before  us  would  have 
such  a  transforming  effect  upon  the  character 
of  the  American  people.  Ages  must  yet  pass 
away  before  we  can  expect  to  see  a  Manchester 
or  a  Birmingham  on  this  side  the  Atlantic, 
except  they  be  scattered  at  great  distances 
from  each  other. 

Another  objection,  which  is  entitled  to  great 
weight  in  determining  this  question,  is  the  ten- 
dency of  the  policy  whoh  dictates  it  to  perpetu- 
ate itself.  When  you  have  once  yielded  to  it, 
you  are  under  a  moral  necessity  for  continuing 
it.  Such  has  been  the  result  of  the  experiment 
wherever  it  has  been  made.  This  year,  one 
class  of  your  citizens  present  themselves  before 
you,  and  appeal  to  you  for  protection.  You 
hear  them,  and  grant  their  request.  The  second 
year  another  class,  observing  the  listening  ear 
which  Government  lends  to  such  applications, 
are  encouraged  to  prefer  their  claims.  They 
succeed,  and  obtain  the  passage  of  a  law  for 
their  special  benefit.  The  third  year  opens  the 
way  for  stUl  a  third  claw,  who  fortity  themselves 
on  equally   strong    ground,   and    make    their 


appeal  to  your  justice  or  your  liberality  with 
equal  success.  Thus,  all  these  laws,  from  their 
peculiar  nature,  being  designed  to  operate  upon 
improper  subjects,  produce  consequences  which 
were  at  first  wholly  unforeseen.  These  un- 
expected consequences,  in  their  turn,  beget  the 
necessity  of  new  legislative  enactments.  In 
this  way  you  progress  to  an  indefinite  length, 
filling  up  your  statute  book  with  explanatory, 
supplemental,  and  amendatory  acts,  until  you 
literally  lose  yourself  in  a  maze  of  legisla- 
tion. • 

Conduct  like  this  has  no  just  parallel,  except 
in  that  of  a  man  whose  disordered  health  has 
been  produced  by  the  indiscreet  use  of  remedies 
whose  frequent  repetition  has  established  their 
dominion  over  him,  and  whDe  they  impose 
upon  him  the  necessity  of  a  ceaseless  routine  of 
medicine,  render  it  perfectly  certain  that  his 
health  can  never  be  entirely  restored. 

This  is  a  policy  unbecoming  the  destinies  of 
our  rising  and  spreading  Kepublic.  I  do  not,  said 
Mr.  C,  wish  to  see  this  country,  by  this  kind  of 
political  quackery,  enervating  and  destroying  aU 
the  wholesome  and  natural  energies  of  her 
physical  constitution.  I  am  unwilling  to  see 
her  taking  such  uncommon  pains  to  superin- 
duce upon  herself,  before  their  time,  all  the 
infirmities  of  old  age.  Such  artificial  stimulants 
as  the  present  only  suit  the  decline  of  life. 

Our  situation  is  a  peculiar  one.  It  involves 
ns  in  high  responsibilities.  In  every  step  we 
take,  in  the  development  of  our  future  des- 
tinies, we  should  ponder  with  the  utmost 
caution  and  most  solemn  deliberation.  We 
are  under  obligations  of  the  most  sacred  char- 
acter, not  only  to  the  present  generation,  who 
are  looking  from  every  quarter  of  this  IJnion, 
with  the  utmost  solicitude,  to  the  issue  of  our 
present  deliberations,  but  to  unborn  millions 
who  will  yet  live  to  experience  the  fruits  of 
this  measure. 

In  taking  an  enlarged  view  of  the  situation  of 
our  country,  and  of  the  policy  to  which  it  ought 
to  direct  us,  it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  that  we 
are  surrounded  on  aU  sides  by  the  ocean.  Look 
to  what  quarter  of  the  horizon  you  will,  and  your 
eye  meets  an  immeasurable  waste  of  waters. 
AVhat  ought  this  circumstance  to  intimate  to 
the  statesman,  who,  like  the  immortal  Edmund 
Burke,  believed  that  the  situation  of  every 
nation,  like  that  of  every  individual,  ought  to 
be  the  preceptor  of  their  duty  ?  Would  he  not 
infer  from  it  that  the  same  munificent  Provi- 
dence that  had.  blessed  our  happy  country  with 
such  unexampled  abundance  at  home,  had 
thrown  around  us  this  circumambient  world  of 
waters  to  invite  us  to  transport  the fruitsof  our 
soil  to  every  region  of  the  earth  ?  Yes,  sir,  it  is 
our  duty  to  beware  how  we  fetter  and  restrain 
the  spirit  of  commerce.  That,  if  possible,  ought 
to  be  left  free  as  the  wind  of  heaven  that  wafts 
it  on  the  bosom  of  the  deep.  Let  us  tike  heed 
how  we  legislate  our  wharves,  which  are  now 
populous  and  cheerful,  into  silent  but  impres- 
sive monuments  of   the    commerce  that  has 
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deserted  them.  Mi'.  0.  said  he  did  not  wish 
to  see  the  flag  of  Araerioan  commerce  floating 
to  the  idle  wind  in  our  harbors.  He  wanted 
to  see  it  visiting  ocean's  furthest  shore,  and  re- 
turning home  with  the  fruits,  the  treasures, 
and  the  riches  of  every  clime.  lie  wanted  to 
see  it  extending  its  peaceful  conquest  over 
every  sea,  and  as  much  respected  in  every 
quarter  of  the  globe,  for  the  skill  of  our 
sailors  and  the  enterprise  of  our  merchants, 
as  it  confessedly  is  for  the  heroism  which  so 
lately  defended  it  in  war.  Trophies,  won  in 
this  way,  will  contribute  largely  to  the  happi- 
ness, the  wealth,  and  the  power  of  this  country. 
And,  although  they  may  not  hold  up,  in  such  a 
bright  relief,  a  few  ambitious  spirits  who  thirst 
for  military  conquest,  will,  when  they  are 
collected  together  by  the  future  historian, 
constitute  the  most  emphatic  eulogium  which 
can  be  pronounced  upon  the  wisdom  that  has 
guided  the  councils  of  this  nation. 

When  Mr.  Oaetee  had  concluded — 

The  question  being  put  on  Mr.  Isaoks'  amend- 
ment, was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  72, 
noes  96. 

Mr.  Olaek,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  duty  on  iron,  by  reducing  it 
from  one  dollar  and  twelve  cents  to  ninety 
cents.  A  motion  was  made  to  rise — ayes  87, 
noes  96. 

Mr.  Claek  then  supported  his  motion  by  a 
speech,  but  gave  way,  at  half-past  4  o'clock,  for 
a  motion  to  rise. 

The  committee  rose  accordingly,  and  the 
House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  April  6. 
Canal  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 
Mr.  Eankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred,"  on  the  29tL  ulti- 
mo, a  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  St.  Augustine, 
reported  a  biU  to  authorize  the  Territory  of 
Florida  to  open  a  canal  through  the  public 
lands,  to  unite  the  river  St.  John's  with  the 
Bay  of  St.  Augustine ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  State  of  Indiana  to  open  a  canal 
through  the  public  lands,  to  connect  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  rivers  Wabash  and  the  Miami  of  Lake 
Erie. 

The  Tariff  Bill. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  biU  to  amend  the  several 
acts  laying  duties  upon  imports. 

Mr,  Claek,  of  New  York,  had  moved  to  re- 
duce the  duty  on  iron  from  one  dollar  and  twelve 
cents  to  ninety  cents  per  hundred  weight. 

Iron. 

In  support  of  this  amendment,  he  said  that, 
after  the  very  protracted  debate  on  this  bUl,  it 
could  not  be  expected  he  would  trespass  on  the 


patience  of  the  committee  by  going  veiy  fully 
into  the  discussion  of  the  subject.     Indeed,  said 
he,   the    gentleman  from  Massachusetts,   (Mr. 
Webster,)  by  the  very  able  manner  in  which 
he  has  dwelt  upon  this  particular  part  of  it,  has 
left  little  more  to  be  said.     I  believe,  sir,  most 
firmly,  that  no  additional  duty  ought  to  be  laid 
on  iron  ;  but,  since  the  committee  have  decided 
against  striking  it  out  altogether,!  have  thought 
proper  to  try  their  opinion  on  a  moderate  in- 
crease, one  which  will  be  less  burdensome  and 
oppressive  on  the  industry  of  the  country.    I 
do  not  doubt  that  manufacturers  of  this  article, 
who  have  good  ore  near  navigable  waters,  and 
other  conveniences  for  carrying  on  their  busi- 
ness, can,  with  proper  economy,  make  it  profit- 
able and  productive  under  the  present  rates  of 
duties.    And  if  others  cannot,  it  is  because  they 
have  not  those  advantages,  or  do  not  observe 
the  same  economy.    I  have,  sir,  a  statement  in 
my  possession,  which  I  received  from  a  respect- 
able source,  giving,  in  detail,  all  the  items  of 
expense  in  making  a  ton  of  iron.    This  state- 
ment I  believe  to  be  sufiSciently  correct,  and  to 
contain  at  least  as  high  rates  of  laboi-,  &c.,  as 
the  present  prices. 

From  this  statement,  sir,  it  appears  that  no 
branch  of  business  in  our  country  is  carried  on 
with  more  profit  to  those  engaged  in  it,  (I  mean 
of  the  description  I  have  mentioned,)  nor  with 
more  certainty  of  success ;  and  any  further  pro- 
tection would  only  be  giving  them  enormons 
profits.  [Mr.  0.  here  read  the  detailed  state- 
ment, by  which  it  appeared  that  the  expense  of 
making  a  ton  of  iron  was  only  $63  60.]  From 
the  price  current,  it  appears  the  price  of  this 
article,  now  in  our  market,  is  from  $81  to  $83 
a  ton.  So  that  the  profits,  at  this  rate,  are  from 
$17  40  to  $19  40  a  ton.  Here,  sir,  is  an  ample 
profit,  and  one  that  oifers  better  encouragement 
than  almost  any  other  branch  of  business  j^  the 
country.  I  am  aware,  sir,  that  this  wiU  not 
apply  to  more  than  one-third  of  our  iron  facto- 
ries— that  the  others  labor  under  disadvantages, 
of  various  kinds,  and  probably  even  with  the 
proposed  duty  would  find  no  protection.  In- 
crease your  duties,  sir,  so  as  to  shut  out  all  im- 
ported iron  from  the  country,  and  those  who 
now  really  require  the  protection,  would  find 
themselves  undersold  in  the  market  by  their 
more  fortunate  competitors,  and  would  as  much 
need  protection  against  them  as  the  importers. 
But,  sir,  if  all  these  considerations  were  ob- 
viated, and  none  of  the  objections  I  have  enu- 
merated existed,  I  should  stiU  be  opposed  to 
this  duty  from  other  considerations.  I  would 
oppose  burdening  this  article  with  heavy  duties, 
because  such  a  measure  would  be  at  war  with 
the  general  objects  of  the  bill. 

What  is  that  object,  sir  ?  It  is  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  agricultural  and  manufacturing  in- 
terests of  the  country.  This  bill  proposes  to 
load  with  additional  duties  one  of  the  staple  ne- 
cessaries of  both  these  employments.  You  also 
profess,  by  this  bill,  to  give  enconragement  and 
employment  to  industry.    By  stopping  the  im- 
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portation  of  it,  yon  drive  a  large  portion  of  the 
navigating  interest  from  their  usual  and  accus- 
tomed habits  of  industry ;  yon  subject  them  to 
poverty  and  ultimate  ruin ;  you  increase  the 
price  of  a  necessary  material  of  nearly  every 
manufacturer  and  every  artisan ;  and,  what  is 
more  than  all,  you  are  loading  the  farmers  of  the 
country  with  exactions  which  will  bear  upon 
and  oppress  them  heavily. 

Sir,  I  have  said  I  would  not  advance,  with 
this  bill,  a  single  step  beyond  what  I  believed 
to  be  for  the  interest  of  him  who  cultivates  the 
soil ;  I  still  adhere  rigidly  to  my  determination  ; 
and  nothing  shall  drive  me  from  it.  I  vote  for 
an  increase  of  duty  on  woollen  goods,  because  I 
believe  it  will  make  a  market  for  wool ;  on  mo- 
lasses, because,  as  the  importation  of  it  is  dimin- 
ished, its  place  will  be  supplied  with  grain  for 
distillation.  But,  when  you  propose  a  tax  on 
tliis  article,  which  will  bear  so  heavily  upon  the 
farmer,  and  do  so  much  to  empty  his  pockets, 
I  shall  use  my  feeble  efforts  against  it. 

But,  we  have  been  told,  in  the  course  of  this 
debate,  that  we  must  compel  ourselves  to  make 
this  article  at  home,  in  time  of  peace,  because, 
in  time  of  war,  our  commerce  will  be  driven 
from  the  ocean,  and  our  harbors  locked  up  by 
the  enemy.  This  case,  so  extreme,  so  improba- 
ble, and  unlikely  to  happen,  may,  in  the  course 
of  the  strange  vicissitudes  that  visit  nations, 
ultimately  be  realized.  But,  sir,  when  such  an 
event  occurs,  I  trust  the  want  of  this  article 
will  be  among  the  most  tolerable  of  our  suffer- 
ings. 

Should  we  go  to  war  with  Eussia,  we  could 
procure  it  from  Sweden  and  all  the  rest  of  Eu- 
rope. If  with  England,  or  Sweden,  we  could 
obtain  it  from  Russia.  Should  our  vessels  be 
swept  from  the  ocean,  still,  however,  it  would 
be  brought  to  our  ports  with  but  a  trifling  in- 
crease of  price. 

Sir,  I  have  made  all  the  inquiry  in  my  power, 
and  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  that  there 
are  more  than  from  five  to  six  hundred  of  these 
factories  in  the  United  States.  These  are  prob- 
ably owned  by  from  five  to  eight  hundred  indi- 
viduals. It  is  for  these  individuals  we  are  call- 
ed upon  to  lay  a  burden  on  more  than  ten  mil- 
lions of  people ;  to  drive  twenty  times  their 
numbers  from  their  favorite  pursuit,  and  involve 
thousands  in  ruin.  I  exhort  gentlemen  to  pause 
and  reflect  before  they  take  this  broad  step  in 
the  maze  of  inconsistency. 

Let  me  not  be  told,  that  we  are  furnishing  em- 
ployment for  a  great  mass  of  our  citizens  in  car- 
rying on  each  of  these  factories;  for  every  one 
who  has  had  any  knowledge  of  this  business 
must  know,  that  their  condition  is  not  bettered 
by  their  employment.  The  workmen  around 
them  are  generally  the  lea'it  enlightened,  the 
most  poor  and  degraded  of  any  in  our  country. 
The  employment  of  most  of  them  is  to  cut  down 
and  make  waste  of  timber,  which,  in  many  cases, 
is  seriously  to  the  detriment  of  the  country 
around  them. 
Sir,  in  every  point  of  view  I  have  been  able 


to  look  at  this  subject,  I  have  arrived  at  the 
same  conclusion.  It  will  operate  as  an  unjust 
and  oppressive  burden,  from  which  you  wiU  ul- 
timately be  compelled  to  recede. 

Mr.  Tod,  of  Pennsylvania,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Clabk,  said  he  had  flattered  himself  that  one  te- 
dious debate,  and  one  decision  upon  this  item 
of  iron,  would  have  been  suflBcient,  at  any  rate, 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  I  do  not  complain, 
but  I  nmst  say  that  the  disappointment  is  ex- 
tremely mortifying,  by  friend  of  the  bill  renew- 
ing a  question  in  substance  once  settled — renew- 
ing it  at  this  time,  when  it  is  evident  that  delay 
is  destruction;  and  renewing  it  in  such  a  man- 
ner— for  I  tliink  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
made  his  motion,  and,  as  soon  as  he  rose  to  sup- 
port it,  moved  for  the  committee  to  rise.  The 
committee  refused.  In  a  very  few  minutes 
after,  the  gentleman  from  New  York  gives  way, 
yields  the  floor  to  another  member,  to  renew 
the  motion  for  the  committee  to  rise,  which 
motion  succeeded,  and  brings  us  to  the  second 
day  of  the  second  debate,  on  a  single  item  of  a 
bill  which  has  been  before  us  now  almost  three 
months,  and  a  decision  upon  which  seems  to  be 
protracted  to  a  length,  perhaps  unexampled  in 
this  or  any  other  country. 

Mr.  ToD  said,  I  blame  no  one,  nor  pretend  to 
any  right  to  dictate  to  any  member  what  course 
he  shaU  pursue ;  yet  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  will  excuse  me  for  saying,  that,  dismayed 
as  I  am  at  the  time  and  manner  of  his  renewing 
this  discussion,  I  am  still  more  dismayed  at  his 
arguments.  From  our  opponents,  I  can  hear 
any  thing  without  emotion;  but  the  reasons 
given  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  strike 
me  with  a  chill  which  I  will  not  attempt  to  dis- 
semble. The  gentleman  from  New  York  sup- 
poses tliat  only  six  or  seven  hundred  ironmasters 
are  to  be  beneflted  by  this  duty.  If  he  is  right  in 
that,  then  it  would  be  true  that  only  the  mer- 
chants are  benefited  by  trade  and  navigation. 
But  it  must  be  a  total  mistake — the  whole  agri- 
cultural interest  of  our  country  is  directly  inter- 
ested. The  40,000  tons  of  iron  which  we  im- 
port, the  two  millions  of  doUars  which  we  pay  for 
it,  only  deprive  our  people  of  a  market  to  that 
amount  for  their  grain,  beef,  and  pork,  which  ar- 
ticles those  governments  which  send  us  their 
iron  will  not  suffer  their  people  to  touch,  com- 
ing from  us.  Our  opponents  admit,,  that  do- 
mestic industry  ought  to  be  protected  when  we 
are  ripe  for  it,  as  the  phrase  is.  Now,  iron  we 
are  not  only  ripe  for,  but,  some  years  ago,  actu- 
ally were  in  the  way  of  fabricating,  to  the  fuH 
amount  of  our  own  consumption.  One  object 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  appears  to  be, 
to  mend  the  morals  of  our  people  by  importing 
from  Europe.  To  the  workers  in  iron  he  has 
applied  the  epithets  of  poor  and  degraded.  As 
to  their  poverty,  it  may  be  true  enough.  How 
can  it  be  otherwise  when  their  business  is  so 
reduced,  and  they  cut  out  of  three-fourths  of  it 
by  foreign  importations?  "Degraded"  is  a 
term  not  applicable  to  such  men.  To  be  sure, 
there  are  many  professions    and  occupations 
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which  appear  more  neat  and  genteel ;  they  have 
leather  aprons  and  blacked  frees;  but  a  great 
majority  of  them  are  not  only  laborious,  but 
frugal  and  careful ;  and  those  who  are  thought- 
less and  imprudent,  are  yet  almost  invariably 
honest  and  manly.  They  love  their  country. 
Theirs  is  a  robust  and  hard  business ;  there  is 
nothing  in  it  degrading  to  body  or  mind.  Sir, 
it  has  been  said  in  this  debate,  some  months  ago, 
or  in  some  other,  I  forget  when — for  there  is 
one  thing  peculiarly  lucky  in  this  tariff  discus- 
sion, that  every  thing  said  will  bear  repeating 
at  least  thrice,  and  still,  with  all  the  advantage 
and  gi-ace  of  novelty,  having  been  forgotten  from 
length  of  time — it  has  been  said,  or  might  have 
been  said,  that  the  iron  workmen  of  Sweden, 
when  nobles,  and  gentry,  and  farmers,  and  mer- 
chants, and  seamen,  had  submitted  to  foreign 
domination,  collected  together,  and  saved  their 
country.  It  is  notorious  that,  during  the  gloom- 
iest times  of  the  late  war,  and  afterwards  until 
Government  thought  fit  to  abolish  the  internal 
duties,  there  was  no  resource  in  our  nation  for 
men  and  money,  superior  to  that  of  the  iron 
works  in  the  interior.  If  supported  and  pro- 
tected, they  will  add  more  real  strength  and 
wealth  to  our  country,  than  the  cultivation  here 
of  a^l  the  cotton  raised  on  this  continent,  and 
Egypt  and  Bengal  put  together,  could  possibly 
do ;  for  this  work  is  carried  on  by  free  labor, 
that  by  slaves.  Before  he  sat  down,  Mr.  T.  said 
he  wished  to  relieve  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Claek)  from  his  anxiety  lest  the 
iron  works  should  consume  all  the  wood ;  true, 
tliey  do  cut  the  wood  from  the  hills ;  but  equal- 
ly true  it  is,  that  the  wood  invariably  springs 
up  again,  and  is  ready  for  another  cutting  every 
twelve  or  fifteen  years. 

Mr.  Olaek  replied  to  Mr.  Tod.  He  said,  as 
to  the  fears  and  dismay  expressed  by  the  honor- 
able chairman,  he  could  only  say  it  was  unne- 
cessary for  him  to  have  disclosed  them  to  the 
committee  at  this  time,  since  he  was  sure  no 
gentleman  would  be  turned  from  his  course  by 
such  disclosure.  Indeed,  sir,  I  am  not  legislat- 
ing, at  this  time,  for  the  purpose  of  pleasing  that 
gentleman.  No,  sir ;  I  shall  vote  and  act  with- 
out reference  to  his  opinions.  If  the  gentleman 
supposes  his  appointment  as  chairman  entitles 
him  to  direct  all  the  friends  of  the  biU  in  the 
course  they  are  to  pursue  in  its  details,  he  is 
mistaken  so  far  as  relates  to  me.  True,  sir,  I 
am  in  favor  of  a  revision  of  the  tariff;  but  it 
does  not,  therefore,  follow  that  I  am  bound  to 
support  the  whole  of  every  provision  the  gen- 
tleman has  chosen  to  insert  in  the  bill.  If  that 
gentleman  considers  himself  a  sort  of  drill  ser- 
geant, to  manoeuvre  the  friends  of  the  tariff,  I, 
for  one,  must  beg  to  he  excused  from  his  disci- 
pline. Why,  sir,  all  this  complaint  about  the 
time  I  have  taken  to  introduce  this  amendment  ? 
Are  the  committee  to  be  told  at  what  time  they 
shall  stop  amending  the  biU  ?  I,  for  one,  cannot 
recognize  his  right  to  such  dictation. 

But,  says  the  gentleman,  we  have  ariived  at 


amendment.  What  then,  sir  ?  Is  this  such  an 
appalling  fact  as  to  shake  the  gentleman's 
nerves  ?  Surely,  the  case  is  no  anomaly  in  le- 
gislation. The.  committee  decided,  on  a  former 
motion,  that  they  would  not  strike  out  the  whole 
of  the  proposed  increase ;  but  does  it  ioWow  that 
they  will  not  reduce  it  ?  Sir,  it  was  not  until  I 
learned  that  a  number  of  its  friends  were  anxioos 
for  this  reduction  that  I  proposed  it.  Indeed, 
sir,  the  decision  of  the  question  on  striking  out 
the  whole  was  not  very  satisfactory  to  me. 
More  than  seventy  members  were  out  of  the 
House,  and  the  majority  small.  The  result, 
however,  will  show  whether  I  am  correct. 

The  only  answer  I  have  to  give  to  the  gentle- 
man's statement,  that  "  two  millions  of  specie 
are  annually  exported  to  pay  for  iron,"  is,  to 
point  him  to  the  Treasury  report  of  imports, 
exports,  and  tonnage,  of  the  United  States, 
where  he  may  learn  that,  in  the  preceding  year, 
less  than  thirty-three  thousand  tons  of  iron 
have  been  imported  from  all  the  world.  That 
nearly  all  of  it  was  brought  from  Russia  and 
Sweden,  and  not  a  dollar  of  specie  has  been  ex- 
ported to  either  of  those  countries.  On  exami- 
nation, he  may  also  learn  that  no  money  is  car- 
ried from  this  country  to  pay  for  iron,  but  that 
it  is  always  purchased  with  such  articles  as  we 
can  easOy  spare,  and  such  as  we  ought  to  dis- 
pose of.  Sir,  I  said  yesterday,  and  I  say  again 
to-day,  that,  as  far  as  my  observations  have  ex- 
tended, the  persons  in  the  employ  of  iron  mas- 
ters, and  their  families,  are  less  enlightened, 
more  poor,  and  unhappy,  than  any  other  class 
of  citizens  among  us ;  that  this  is  the  most  un- 
desirable of  any  employment  in  the  country.  I 
shall  not,  however,  deny  that  a  recruiting  officer 
might  fill  up  his  ranks  among  them  as  quick  as 
among  any  other  people. 

Sir,  having  made  no  allusions  to  "  black  faces 
and  leather  aprons"  myself,  I  presume  the  gen- 
tleman did  not  mean  what  he  said  on  that 
subject  as  an  answer  to  my  argument,  but  de- 
signed it  for  other  purposes.  Hoping,  there- 
fore, that  it  may  have  the  desired  effect,  I  shall 
leave  him  to  enjoy  the  benefit  that  is  to  be  de- 
rived from  such  reasoning. 

Mr.  HAMiLTOJf,  of  South  Carolina,  after  mak- 
ing a  few  introductory  remarks,  on  the  course 
which  had  been  pursued  in  the  discussion  of 
the  details,  as  well  as  the  general  principles  of 
the  bill,  which  he  reprehended,  as  furnishing 
the  most  unequivocal  tokens  that  its  friends 
were  about,  if  possible,  to  limit  the  freedom  of 
debate,  and  force  the  bill  into  the  House  at  a 
moment  when  several  important  amendments 
were  about  to  be  tried  in  committee — observed 
that,  in  rising  to  address  the  committee,  he 
could  but  be  sensible  of  the  serious  embarrass- 
ments which  awaited  him  in  following,  on  the 
same  side  of  the  question,  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webster,)  who  had  greatly 
abridged,  if  he  had  not  entirely  exhausted,  the 
topic  before  them ;  and  whilst,  Mr.  H.  said,  he 
participated  in  the  pleasure  which  all  had  en- 


the  second  day  of  the  second  debate  on  this  I  joyed,  in  hearing  the  unanswerable  argument  of 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


727 


Apbil,  1824.] 


The  Tariff  BUI. 


[H.  OF  R. 


that  gentleman,  (an  argument  that  had  scarcely 
left  the  honorable  Speaker  [Mr.  Olat]  an  inch 
of  ground  to  stand  upon,  notwithstanding  the 
vigor  and  elasticity  of  his  genius,)  he  should  en- 
deavor to  avoid  a  repetition  of  any  of  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
however  difficult  the  task,  when  speaking  on 
the  subject.  If,  however,  he  could  glean  a 
single  topic  which  had  not  been  gathered  in  the 
abundant  harvest  which  had  crowned  the  efforts 
of  that  gentleman,  he  should  regard  his  own 
exertions  as  not  absolutely  useless  and  unimpor- 
tant. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  hoped  that,  in  his  reply  to  the 
honorable  Speaker,  he  would  offer  some  atone- 
ment for  the  trepass  he  was  now  about  to  make 
on  the  patience  of  the  committee,  when  he  in- 
formed them  that,  at  least  in  reference  to  those 
parts  of  the  gentleman's  argument  in  which  he 
sustained  himself  by  the  force  of  British  author- 
ity, that  he  would  meet  him  by  English  doctrine, 
also  ;  and  he  undertook  to  affirm  that,  notwith- 
standing the  ingenuity  with  "s^hich  these  authori- 
ties had  been  used,  there  was  more  to  be  found 
in  British  precept  and  example  to  admonish  us 
to  avoid  the  policy  which  the  honorable  Speak- 
er was  desirous  of  forcing  upon  his  country, 
than  the  reverse. 

And  here,  at  the  very  outset,  Mr.  H.  said,  he 
would  take  occasion  to  remark  that,  if  Adam 
Smith  (an  authority,  by  the  way,  much  con- 
temned by  a  certain  school  of  political  econo- 
mists in  this  enlightened  age  and  country)  could 
have  risen  from  his  grave,  and  heard  some  of 
the  extraordinary  opinions  of  the  honorable 
Speaker,  this  worthy  old  philosopher  would  in- 
deed have  believed  that  the  world,  ever  since 
his  exit  from  it,  had  been  in  a  slumber  as  pro- 
foimd  as  that  which  had  visited  his  own  tomb. 
He  would  have  thought,  with  good  reason, 
that  all  those  anticipations  of  the  progress  of 
truth,  and  the  consequent  extirpation  of  error, 
which  he  had  cherished  in  a  generous  love  of 
his  species,  had  indeed  been  the  idle  dreams  of  a 
foolish  and  vain  philosophy — for  he  would  have 
met  here  the  very  dogmas  of  that  school  of  re- 
striction and  monopoly  which  it  had  been  the 
chief  business  of  his  valuable  life  to  refute  and 
overthrow.  But  there  would  have  been  in  re- 
servation for  him  one  astounding  circumstance 
for  which  he  would  have  been  altogether  un- 
prepared— and  that  is,  to  have  heard  the  pathet- 
ically and  poetically  drawn  pictures  of  the  pres- 
ent distress  and  debility  of  our  country  attribu- 
ted to  the  freedom  of  our  trade,  and  the  over- 
flowing abundance  of  our  agriculture !  How- 
ever much  the  narrative  of  these  diseases,  and 
tbeir  causes,  might  have  surprised  him,  the 
catholicon  which  is  proposed  for  their  cure, 
would  have  been  more  a  subject  for  his  especial 
wonder  and  speculation — a  remedy  which  em- 
braces in  their  most  potent  combination,  the  old 
and  exploded  ingredients  of  monopoly  and  re- 
striction. But,  Ml-.  H.  said,  his  business  was 
rather  with  the  living  than  with  the  dead.  Be- 
fore, however,  he  dismissed  this  branch  of  the 


subject,  he  would  say,  if  we  were  disposed  to 
throw  aside,  as  refuse  lumber,  all  that  had  been 
written  by  this  great  man,  on  a  subject  to  which 
he  had  brought  a  philosophic  spirit,  enlightened 
by  the  most  extraordinary  endowment  of  in- 
tellect, formed  by  the  most  propitious  oppor- 
tunities for  observation,  and  warmed  by  as  en- 
larged a  philanthropy  as  ever  animated  the  hu- 
man breast,  it  would  be  well  to  advert  for  one 
moment  to  the  past,  and  even  present  situation  of 
our  country,  in  reference  to  the  great  resources 
of  its  productive  waalth.  If  the  tree  was  to 
be  judged  by  its  fruits,  itmight  be  inquired  how 
it  was  that,  in  spite  of  our  deplorable  fatuity 
and  blindness,  in  running  counter  to  the  favorite 
maxims  of  this  school  of  restriction,  this  coun- 
try should  have  prospered,  and  still  prospers, 
beyond  all  example.  Yes,  sir,  it  might  well  be 
asked,  if  high  or  prohibitory  duties  on  imports 
are  essential  to  the  proper  development  of  the 
industry  of  a  nation,  how  it  comes  to  pass  that, 
within  the  ordinary  duration  of  the  life  of  man, 
we  may  be  said  to  have  built  up  an  empire  of 
such  vast  power,  and  possessing,  within  itself, 
such  varied  resources  of  wealth  and  happiness. 

Serious  distrust  must  be  entertained  of  any 
scheme,  having  for  its  objects  a  diversion  of  the 
capital  and  labor  of  the  country,  when  we  look 
about  us,  from  one  end  of  this  continent  to  the 
other,  and  see  so  many  monuments  of  what  the 
enterprise  of  our  people  had  effected  in  the  ordi- 
nary channels  in  which  it  had  been  employed : 
and,  if  one  or  two  of  these  memorials  of  the  in- 
dustry of  our  people  were  selected,  they  would 
be  amply  sufficient  for  the  argument,  without  a 
more  comprehensive  collection.  If  it  were' de- 
sirable to  see  what  the  commerce  of  the  country 
was  capable  of  effecting,  a  reference  to  New 
York  and  Boston  would  satisfy  this  inquiry. 
There  might  be  seen  the  rise  of  cities,  the  ra- 
pidity of  whose  progress  is  without  a  parallel, 
in  ancient  or  modern  times.  If  it  was  necessa- 
ry to  ascertain  what  sort  of  wonders  the  results 
of  agriculture  could  achieve,  it  is  only  requisite 
to  turn  to  the  West,  and  within  the  period  meas- 
ured by  the  contemporary  recollection  of  the 
youngest  of  us,  to  see  a  wilderness  subdued,  a 
vast  and  intelligent  population  created  and  sus- 
tained by  the  prolific  treasures  of  the  earth.  It 
might  indeed  be  seen,  that,  since  the  peace  of 
'82,  by  the  conjoint  operation  of  commerce  and 
agriculture,  seven  millions  had  been  added  to 
our  population,  eleven  States  to  the  Confeder- 
acy, innumerable  tracts  of  fertile  territory 
brought  into  successful  culture,  and  in  spite  of  all 
that  had  been  said,  a  vast  and  almost  incalcula- 
ble sum  added  to  the  active  capital  of  the 
country. 

Before,  therefore,  we  acquiesce  in  the  necessi- 
ty of  changing  the  existing  employment  of  cap- 
ital, in  our  country,  which  has  confessedly  done 
so  much  for  us,  there  are  a  few  salutary  truths, 
which,  however  old-fashioned  they  may  be,  it 
may  not  be  unimportant  to  notice. 

One  of  the  first  of  these  is,  that  the  produc- 
tion of  a  country  must  depend  on  its  capital  and 
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the  consumption  of  the  country  was  nothing  or 
to  admit  that  there  was  something  so  incurably 
defective  in  the  manufactures  of  the  conntr/ 
that  nothing  short  of  prohibition,  or  the  exclu- 
sion  of  all  foreign  competition,  could  fnrnisli  a 
fair  return  for  their  productions,  or  force  them 
into  an  unnatural  existence. 

The  opinions  of  the  former  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  Mr.  Alexander  Hamilton,  have  been 
much  relied  on,  and  his  celebrated  report  on 
manufactures  (unquestionably  a  very  able  anfl 
ingenious  State  paper)  has   teen  quoted   but 
often  with  a  gross  perversion  of  the  scoDe  of 
the  argument  of  that  great  statesman.    Great 
as  was  his  admiration,  said  Mr.  II.,  of  the  talente 
ot  this  statesman,  he  was  not  prepared  to  taka 
his  opmions  on  this  subject,  or  that  of  Govern- 
ment,  without  some   qualification  and  limit 
General  Hamilton  was  a  contemporarv  of  thn 
younger  Pitt,  and  they  may  have  been  said  to 
have  been,  at  the  same  time,  prime  ministers  of 
their  respective  countries.    It  is  perfectly  ob- 
vious that  General  Hamilton  rather  looked  to 
the  practice  of  Pitt,  (whom  he  resembled  in  the 
grandeur  of  genius,)  than  to  the  writings  of 
Adam  Smith,  and  the  French  economists    His 
opmions  came,  therefore,  from  the  mintage  of 
the  restrictive,  exclusive,  and  jealous  systems  of 
trade  and  finance,  which,  in  spite  of  the  occa- 
sional theories  of  Pitt,  oppressed  his  whole 
scheme  of  government.      But,  as  clear  and 
emphatic  as  Mr.  Hamilton  was  in  his  report  he 
could  have  formed  no  conception  of  the  extent 
to  which  his  doctrines  would  be  pushed,  by  hia 
present  avowed  disciples,  who  have  attempted, 
with  singular  injustice,  to  give  currency  to  their 
schemes    of   violent  taxation  and  oppressive 
monopoly,  by  the  authority  of  his  name.    As 
the  present  question  is  one  of  figures,  perhaps 
the  best  answer  to  the  inquiry  what  sort  of 
encouragement  Mr.  Hamilton  deemed  necessary 
for  the  development  of  the  manufacturing  capa- 
cities of  the  country,  would  be  given,  by  com- 
paring the  rates  of  duties  which  he  proposed, 
with  those  in  the  bill  now  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  committee.    M.  H.  said  he  would 


labor,  and  tliat  the  latter  bears  a  just  propor- 
tion to  the  degree  of  skill  and  industry  with 
which  the  former  may  be  employed;  now  it 
followH  as  n  fair  cdi-ollary  from  these  principles, 
that  labor  and  cuiiital,  if  left  to  their  own  di- 
rection, will  always  Kcck,  and  find,  their  most 
prosperous  cxcri'ise  and  investment,  and  that 
this  may  be  snMy  confidtd  to  the  sagacity  of 
individuals  wlio,  by  a  law  of  nature,  invariable 
in  its  operation,  will  pursue  that  department  of 
industry  which  promises  to  yield  either  imme- 
diately or  ultimately  the  greatest  profit.  Thus 
it  is,  in  the  words  of  a  popular  author,  that, 
"whenever  any  thing  is  to  be  made  by  a  parti- 
cular employment  of  industry,  it  wants  no  en- 
couragement ;  where  there  is  nothing  to  be  made 
it  deserves  none." 

We  may,  at  least,  be  certain  of  one  fact,  that 
no  divine  alchemy  has  been  revealed  to  us,  that 
we  can,  at  pleasure,  produce  wealth,  by  legislat- 
ing iin  alteration  in  the  pursuits  of  our  people. 
\ye  may,  it  is  true,  di.-tarb  the  ordinary  opera- 
tions ot  labor,  and  increase  the  profits  of  a  given 
branch  (if  industry;  but,  as  the  whole  of  our 
society  must  make  up  its  aggregate  account  of 
profit  and  loss,  what  is  added  to  one  class  as 
prulit,   in  the  way  of  encouragement,  must  be 
token  from  the  other,  in  the  way  of  a  tax  and 
consequent  loss.     To  conclude  this  part  of  the 
inquiry,  if  there  is  any  truth  which  appears  to 
be  sustained  by  experience,  it  is,  that  the  only 
consequence  resulting  from  the  interference  of 
(uivernment  in  tlie  employment  of  labor  and 
capital,  IS  to  give  to  them  an  artificial  distribu- 
tion, and  to  coerce  them  into  less  profitable 
IHirsiiits  than  if  left  to  be  deposed  of  and  con- 
trolled by  their  natural  owners,  who  are  most 
sensible  of  their  value,  most  responsible  for  their 
use,  and  have  the  greatest  immediate  interest  in 
their  successful  employment. 

These  remarks,  M>.  II.  said,  he  made  without 
indulging  in  any  spirit  of  hostUity  to  the  do- 
mestic manufactures  of  the  country,  and  that 
he  was  jiropared  to  admit  that  they  were  to  be 
encouraged  precisely   to   the  extent,    and  no 

furtlicr,  than  this  encouragement  was  not  cal-  """  "i  uuo  uommuree.  m.  n.  m 
culated  to  discourage  the  other  great  sources  of  now  advert  to  a  t&w  of  these  items 
the  productive  industry  of  the  country.  And  I 
here  he  would  take  occasion  to  say,  that  the  im-  I  [Here  Mr.  Hamilton  went  into  an  extended  argn- 
position  of  the  duties  on  imports  for  the  purpose  I  "^°*'  Principally  on  the  details  of  the  bill,  and  in 
of  revenue,  furnished  in  all  a  reasonable,  and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Clay,  the  Speaker  of  the  House,  and 
many  a.  high  rate  of  encouragement,  to  which,  especiaUy  on  tlie  capacitv  nf  n,„  i,„  «  „„  f„„f.,™= 
f  were  added  the  incidental  charges' on  impor-'  to  consume  any  conXabl!  T  "^ 
tations,  and  with  which  the  foreign  article  was  „,„„  „<-.„„„  rv  '^™"^<=  quantity  of  our  annual 
almost  exclusively  burdened,  the  manufactures       ^  "°  ""^  Poiit  he  said :] 

received  all  the  protection  to  ivhich  they  -were  \  In  relation  to  our  TTnlor,  i  «.  ry  t>  -^ 
injustice  entitled,  and  all  that  the  country  could  ain  may,  without  diffinnit  *^.''"°°®'  Great  ^"t- 
afford  to  pay.     When,  therefore,  tlie  gentlemen    very  short  period  sunX  i  '  ^^  ^°^^^^      * 

who  wei-o  in  favor  of  the  scheme  of  immense  —to  faoihate  which  mII  ti  ""  ^a°ts  from  Brazil 
taxation,  involved  in  the  bill  on  the  table,  were  a  favored  intercourse  t,>K  ^^°^^^^  relations  of 
so  regardless  of  the  past,  and  so  perfectly  gra-    Portugal,  would  be  at  n  steadfast  ally, 

tuitous  in  their  assumption  of  facts,  as  to  found  it  is  recollected  that  ji.  ?,^°°servient.  When 
their  arguments  on  the  basis  that  there  was  no  which  occupies  an'int„  "^'!,-P''°^"'^^s  a  cotton 
sort  of  protection,  except  to  a  few  favored  ar-  the  Sea  Islands  of  Gen?'™^  ^^*^  P^^^s  between 
tides,  they  must  be  prepared  to  say  that  an  and  the  Uplands  of  N^'^  ^^^  Confix  Carolina 
average  duty  of  nearly  twenty-five  per  cent,  on  I  daUy  improvement  in  Oi'Ieans,  which  the 

machmery  is   brmging 
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nearer  to  the  former,  as  to  most  of  its  uses,  and 
that  there  is  in  this  fine  region,  stretching 
through  thirty-five  degrees  of  latitude,  from  the 
Equator,  a  section  of  country  admirably  adapted 
to  the  cultivation  of  this  staple,  greater  in  ex- 
tent than  the  whole  Atlantic  States  of  this 
Union,  the  reasonableness  of  our  apprehensions 
may  be  estimated,  as  well  as  the  gross  impolicy, 
by  injurious  duties  on  our  imports  from  Eng- 
land, of  driving  her,  either  from  caprice  or  in- 
terest, to  seek  other  adequate  sources  of  supply. 
How  long  the  exclusive  production,  even  of  the 
Sea  Island  cotton,  will  remain  to  our  country, 
is  yet  a  doubtful  and  interesting  problem.  The 
experiments  that  are  making  on  the  Delta  of  the 
Nile,  if  pushed  to  the  ocean,  may  result  in  the 
production  of  this  beautiful  staple,  in  an  abun- 
dance wliich,  in  reference  to  other  productions, 
has  long  blest  and  consecrated  Egyptian  fertili- 
ty. But,  the  circumstance  that  many  of  the 
costly  articles  of  luxury  which  are  now  made  of 
Sea  Island  cotton,  can  be  manufactured  of  silk 
and  flax,,  coupled  with  the  fact  of  the  great 
eiforts  which  are  making  in  Great  Britain  to 
encourage  the  former  establishments,  not  by 
bounties  and  monopolies,  but  by  their  destruc- 
tion, (for  these  remedies  are  regarded  there  as 
vile  quackeries,)  will  tend  emphatically  to  prove 
that  the  present  is  an  awful  crisis  in  the  cotton 
trade  of  the  country. 

We  are  told  by  the  honorable  Speaker,  that 
our  manufacturing  establishments  will,  in  a  very 
short  period,  supply  the  place  of  the  foreign 
demand.  The  futility,  I  will  not  say  mockery, 
of  this  hope,  may  be  measured  by  one  or  two 
facts.  First,  the  present  consumption  of  cotton 
by  our  manufactories,  is  about  equal  to  one- 
sixth  of  our  whole  production,  not  very  much 
exceeding  80,000  bales ;  whereas,  the  crop  of 
1824  may  be  fairly  estimated  at  600,000  bags. 
How  long  it  win  take  to  increase  these  man- 
ufactories to  a  scale  equal  to  the  consumption 
of  this  production,  he  could  not  venture  to  de- 
termine ;  but,  that  it  will  be  some  years  after 
the  epitaph  wiU  have  been  written  on  the  for- 
tunes of  the  South,  there  can  be  little  doubt. 
But  suppose,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  the 
whole  of  the  cottons  of  the  South  could  be 
worked  up  in  this  country,  where  will  you  find 
a  market  for  the  articles  manufactured — not  at 
home :  for,  of  the  448,211  bales  of  cotton  which 
Great  Britain  purchased  of  this  country,  between 
the  fii-st  of  January,  1823,  and  the  thirty-first  of 
December,  1823,  she  has  sent  back  to  us,  ac- 
cording to  the  best  calculations,  in  the  shape  of 
manufactured  articles,  about  40,000  bags.  Sup- 
pose, however,  that  our  home  consumption  be 
equivalent  to  140,000  bales,  (which  is  an  enor- 
mous estimate,)  where  are  you  to  find  a  vent 
for  the  articles  manufactured  of  the  460,000  bags 
that  will  remain  ?  In  South  America,  the  hon- 
orable Speaker  tells  us — but  what  a  fallacy  have 
we  here!  What!  whilst  we  dread  British 
competition  on  our  shores,  more  tlian  HamUcar 
hated  the  Romans,  we  can,  nevertheless,  under- 
sell England  in  foreign  markets !     Yes ;  whilst 


[H.  OF  K. 


we  are  told  that,  for  the  very  existence  of  man- 
ufactures that  have  been  in  operation  ten  or 
fifteen  years,  it  is  yet  necessary  to  lay  protect- 
ing duties  of  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  per  cent., 
we  can,  nevertheless,  traverse  the  ocean,  en- 
counter freight  and  charges  and  duties  in  other 
countries,  and  compete  with  our  old  enemy, 
who  is  so  much  dreaded  at  home.  How  this  is 
to  be  efieoted  without  a  miracle,  Mr.  H.  said  he 
was  at  a  loss  to  perceive,  without  our  man- 
ufastures,  like  the  Prophets  of  old,  were  more 
honored  and  successftl  abroad,  than  at  their 
own  firesides. 

When  Mr.  Hamilton-  had  concluded — 

Some  remarks  passed  between  Mr.  Maetin"- 
DALE  and  Mr.  Hamilton. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mi-.  Glare's 
motion  to  reduce  the  duty  on  bar  iron  from 
$1  12  to  90  cents  per  ton,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — 99  to  90. 

At  this  time,  and  several  times  in  the  course 
of  to-day's  sitting,  motions  were  made  to  rise, 
all  which  were  rejected. 

Mr.  Beadlet,  of  Vermont,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  biU  hj  inserting  therein  the  follow- 
ing provision,  viz : 

"  On  all  books  which  the  importer  shall  make  it 
satisfactorily  appear  to  the  collector  of  the  port  at 
which  the  same  shaU  be  entered,  were  printed  pre- 
vious to  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-five,  and  also  on  all  books  printed  in  other 
languages  than  English,  four  cents  per  volume. 

"  On  aU  other  books,  when  bound,  forty-five  cents 
per  pound. 

"  On  all  other  books,  when  in  sheets  or  boards, 
forty  cents  per  pound." 

This  motion  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Webstee,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved, 
as  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  the  following,  to 
come  in  at  the  end  of  the  5th  section : 

"  And  ie  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and  after 

the day  of next,  the  duties  now  imposed 

and  payable  on  the  wines,  herein  enumerated  and  de- 
scribed, shall,  at  their  importation  into  the  United 
States  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  cease  and  de- 
termine ;  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  foUowing  rates  or 
duties,  respectively,  shall  be  laid,  levied,  and  coUeot- 
ed,  on  aU  such  wines,  at  their  said  importation,  that 
is  to  say  :  Upon  all  Madeira  wines,  70  cents  per  gal- 
lon ;  upon  Sherry,  St.  Luoar,  Lisbon,  Oporto,  and 
other  wines  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  not  herein  enu- 
merated, 50  cents  per  gallon ;  on  TeneriSe  and  all 
other  wines  of  the  Canary  Islands,  40  cents  per  gal- 
lon ;  on  Fayal  and  ah  other  wines  of  the  Western  isl- 
ands, 40  cents  per  gallon  ;  on  Sicily  wine,  50  cents 
per  gallon  ;  on  Malaga  wine,  30  cents  per  gallon  ;  all 
other  wines,  not  enumerated  in  this  or  some  other 
law,  when  imported  in  bottles  or  cases,  60  per  cent. 
ad  valorem  ;  on  ah  other  wines,  when  imported  other- 
wise than  in  bottles  or  cases,  40  per  cent,  ad  valorem  : 
Provided,  That  the  amount  of  duty  thereupon  shah, 
in  no  case,  exceed  100  cents  per  gallon." 

After  some  brief  debate  on  this  motion,  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes  110. 

Mr.  WicKxiFFE  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  inserting  therein  the  following : 
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"  Be  it  enacted,  That  the  provisions  of  the  second 
section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  '  An  act  to 
regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,'  approved 
27th  April,  1816,  shall  extend  and  enure  to  the  bene- 
fit of  schools  and  colleges  within  the  United  States  or 
the  Territories  thereoTi  in  the  same  manner  (under 
the  like  limitations  and  restrictions  provided  in  said 
act)  in  which  they  apply  to  seipinaries  of  learning." 

This  motion  was  agreed  to — ayes  116. 
Mr.  Olay  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  the  following : 

"  On  all  manufactured  copper  in  sheets  and  bot- 
toms of  every  description,  three  cents  per  pound." 

This  motion  was  negatived — ayes  76. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved 
to  amend  tlie  bill  by  inserting  therein  the  fol- 
lowing : 

"  On  brown  sugar,  two  cents  per  pound ;  on  white 
clayed  or  powdered  sugar,  three  cents  per  pound." 

This  motion  was  negatived  without  debate 
and  without  a  division. 

Mr.  FuLLBE,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting  the  following : 

*'  On  printed  books,  thirty- three  and  one-third 
cents  per  lb." 

This  motion,  also,  was  negatived  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  Miller  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  "  on  mustard  in  bottles,  fifty  cents  per 
dozen."    This  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Sandfoed,  of  Tennessee,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting  the  following : 

And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  no  debenture  or 
drawback  shall  be  allowed  to  any  foreigner,  who  is 
not  an  inhabitant  of  the  United  States,  on  any  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  he  may  have  imported  into 
any  of  the  aforesaid  United  States,  or  Territories 
thereof." 

This  motion  was  negatived  without  a  divi- 
sion. 

Mr.  Hatdbn,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  following : 
"On  wheat  flour,  fifty  cents  per  hundred 
weight,"  and  inserting,  "On  wheat  flour,  eighty- 
five  cents  per  one  hundred  pounds." 

This  motion  was  negatived  without  a  divi- 
sion. 

Mr.  Batlibs,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved 
to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting,  "  On  race  gin- 
ger, one  dollar  per  hundred  weight ;  on  ground 
ginger,  two  cents  per  pound." 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  OoNNEE,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved 
to  strike  out  eighty  cents,  the  pl-oposed  mini- 
mum valuation  of  imported  woollens,  and  insert, 
in  lietf  thereof,  forty  cents. 

This  question  was  decided  in  the  negative  by 
the  chair,  94  votes  to  92 ;  but,  a  new  count 
being  demanded  and  taken,  there  were  ayes 
100,  noes  95 ;  so  the  motion  was  decided  in  the 
afiirmative. 

Mr.  Meegee,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  second  sec- 


tion of  the  biU ;  which  is  in  the  following 
words  : 

And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  all  cases  what- 
soever, all  articles,  composed  of  various  materials, 
shall  pay  the  highest  duty  to  which  articles  man- 
ufactured from  any  of  such  materials  are  subject." 

This  motion  was,  after  considerable  debate, 
decided  in  the  negative — 99  to  94. 

Mr.  Meeobb  then  moved  to  strike  out  of  the 
bill  the  30th  day  of  June,  (the  day  on  which 
the  bill  is  to  go  into  operation,)  so  as  to  defer 
it  to  a  later  day ;  which  motion  was  negatived 
—92  votes  to  89. 

Mr.  Van  "Wtok  then  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  inserting,  in  lieu  of  the  duty  on  woollens, 
to  take  place  after  30th  June,  1825,  the  follow- 
ing: 

"  Afterwards  a  duty  of  thirty-five  per  centum  ad 
valorem,  until  the  30th  day  of  June,  1827 ;  after- 
wards a  duty  of  forty  per  centum  ad  valorem  until 
the  30th  day  of  June,  1829  ;  afterwards  a  duly  of 
forty-five  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  until  the  30th  day  of 
June,  1831 ;  and,  after  that  time,  a  duty  of  fifty  per 
centum  ad  valorem." 

This  amendment  was  negatived  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  LiviNGSTOSf  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
whole  of  the  proviso  which  proposes  a  minimum 
valuation  on  imported  wooUens. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  taken  with- 
out debate,  and  decided  in  the  negative — ayes 
73. 

Mr.  Baetlbtt,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved,  at 
the  close  of  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  to  insert 
a  duty  on  all  domestic  distilled  spirits,  of  fifty 
cents  per  gallon,  with  a  declaration  of  an  inten- 
tion to  propose  a  drawback  on  such  as  should 
be  exported. 

Mr.  Stoees  suggested  the  necessity  of  provi- 
sion, with  such  an  amendment,  for  oflicers  to 
collect  the  duty,  &c. 

Mr.  Baetlett  said  his  object  was  merely  to 
introduce  the  subject  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  so  that  he  might  be  able  to  introduce 
the  motion,  with  all  its  necessary  details,  when 
the  biU  should  come  before  the  House. 

Mr.  FoESTTH  suggested  that  a  proposition  of 
this  sort,  for  an  excise  duty,  could  not,  with  pro- 
priety, be  introduced  iato  a  bill  proposing  a  duty 
on  imports. 

The  motion  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Ceai»  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  strik- 
ing out  the  proposed  duty  of  four  cents  per  lb. 
on  white  and  red  lead,  and  inserting  a  duty  of 
five  cents  on  that  article. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  decided  in 
the  negative  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Clat  rose  to  speak  in  explanation  on  one 
or  two  points  which  had  been  touched  upon  in 
debate. 

_  This  question  was  taken  on  the  committee's 
rising  and  reporting  the  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments made  to  it,  and  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tive. The  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  the 
report  was  made  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 
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Mr.  FoBSTTH  then  gave  notice  that  he  should, 
to-morrow,  move  for  the  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  the  whole  subject,  and  require  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  question. 

And  then  the  House  adiourned. 


"Wednesday,  April  7. 
ThB  Tariff  Bill. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  amendments  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to  the  tariff  bill. 

Mr.  FoESTTH  rose,  and  withdi'ew  the  intima- 
tion, yesterday  given,  of  his  intention  now  to 
move  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 
This  he  did  at  the  suggestion  of  several  mem- 
bers, (contrary  to  his  previous  impression,)  that 
the  features  of  the  bill  were  not  sufliciently 
fixed  by  votes  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  as 
to  determine  all  the  members  to  vote  decisively 
for  or  against  the  rejection  of  the  bill  in  its 
present  state.  He  should  therefore  defer  his 
motion  until  the  question  had  been  settled  as 
to  the  amount  of  duties  to  be  proposed  on  the 
leading  articles,  wool,  cotton,  and  iron. 

The  clerk  then  read  the  several  amendments 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
And  the  question  being  on  concurring  in  the 
first  amendment,  (reducing  the  minimum  on 
woollens,  from  80  to  40  cents  the  square  yard,) 

Mr.  ToD,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose  and  addressed 
the  Chair,  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker:  It  was  the  intention  of  the 
Committee  of  Manufactures  that  no  more  of 
the  time  of  the  House  should  be  taken  up  by 
any  of  them,  in  this  debate.  Such  was  gen- 
erally, I  believe,  the  wish  and  intention  of  the 
friends  of  the  bill.  But  now  some  few  things 
appear  almost  necessary  to  be  said.  One  thing, 
perhaps,  requires  to  be  repeated ;  that  the 
measure  here  proposed  is  not  designed  chiefly 
to  promote  the  profit  of  manufacturers,  but, 
through  manufactures,  to  relieve  the  poverty 
and  distresses  of  the  agricultural  portion  of  the 
country.  Petitions  and  addresses  are  no  proof 
of  distress.  That  is  admitted.  Tet,  there  is  a 
certain  extremity  of  poverty,  which,  spreading 
over  a  great  extent  of  country,  wants  no  proof 
but  the  notoriety  of  the  fact.  Every  one  knows 
that  some  great  portions  of  this  Union  are 
almost  exclusively  agricultural ;  that,  with  few 
exceptions,  they  can  have  nothing  wherewith 
to  purchase  manufactures,  but  grain,  or  the 
products  of  grain.  It  is  evident  that  an  agri- 
cultural, grain-raising  people,  importing  the 
manufactured  necessaries  of  life  from  countries 
which  refuse  to  take,  in  return,  the  only  articles 
they  have  to  dispose  of,  and  for  which  articles 
they  have  no  other  market,  must  inevitably  be 
poor,  and  in  debt.  Statistical  recorded  facts 
will  of  themselves  give  proof.  The  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Webstee)  has  ob- 
served, that  the  years  of  former  prosperity, 
selected  by  the  honorable  Speaker  from  his 
statements  of  exportation,  were  probably  those 
most  favorable  to  the  argument.  Take,  then, 
a  different  set  of  years.     Take  five  years  to- 1 


gether,  those  of  1790,  '91,  '92,  '93,  and  '94. 
The  yearly  average  quantity  of  grain  and  flour 
exported  for  those  five  years,  was  1,421,335 
barrels.  Tlie  commercial  statements  of  that 
day  do  not  give  the  value.  But  Mr.  Pitkin  has 
calculated  the  value  for  1792  at  $7,649,887. 

Our  population,  in  1790,  was  about  four  mil- 
lions. In  the  present  times,  for  the  last  three 
years,  our  exportation  of  every  species  of  grain 
and  flour  has  been  as  follows : 

1821  Barrels,  1  360,453     Value,  $5,184,999 

1822  l,t)98,768  6,327,510 

1823  1,074,528  6,263,237 


Yearly  average,  1,177,949  Av.  val.  $5,925,249 
Our  population  has  now  reached  to  ten  mil- 
lions, and  let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that,  during 
those  times  when  we  exported  breadstuffs  to 
the  amount  of  $7,649,887,  the  whole  agricultu- 
ral grain-exporting  population  of  the  United 
States  did  not,  probably,  equal  the  present 
population  of  one  single  State.  By  far  the 
greatest  proportion  of  our  increase  of  numbers, 
since  1790,  has  been  to  the  grain-raising  popu- 
lation of  the  country.  Large  States  and  Terri- 
tories, which  are  now  the  most  fertile  in  grain, 
have  been  since  that  time  acquired,  or  were 
then  a  wilderness.  A  few  people  might  then 
have  been  encamped  in  the  West,  but,  to  all 
the  purposes  of  this  argument,  the  States  of 
Kentucky,  Ohio,  Tennessee,  Indiana,  and  Illi- 
nois, have  been  since  settled.  So,  probably, 
one-half  of  the  grain-raising  parts  of  Vu-ginia, 
Vermont,  Maine,  Georgia.  Add,  not  Terri- 
tories only,  but  States,  since  acquired,  and  now 
cultivated.  Add  the  improvements  in  agricul- 
ture, mOls,  roads,  and  in  aU  the  facilities  of 
production  and  transportation.  I  will  not  dis- 
pute about  particular  items  and  sums.  What- 
ever deduction  any  gentleman  thinks  he  can  in 
conscience  ask  for,  let  him  make  it,  and  he  will 
find  that  our  country  could  now,  were  there 
any  adequate  market,  raise  and  export  five  times 
the  amount  of  grain  we  exported  thirty  or 
thirty-four  years  ago.  It  is  not,  perhaps,  ex- 
travagant to  say,  that  those  parts  of  the  single 
State  of  New  York,  which  have  been  settled 
during  the  last  thirty-four  years,  are  now  capa- 
ble of  raising  and  exporting  more  grain  than 
was  exported  from  the  whole  United  States  in 
1790.  Thus,  with  all  this  increase  of  numbers 
and  capacity,  almost  beyond  calculation,  our 
exports  of  grain  are  reduced  from  $7,649,887  to 
$5,925,249 ;  while  the  importation  of  foreign 
manufactures  has  been  increasing  with  the 
decrease  of  the  facilities  of  payment. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Webstee)  has  seemed  to  question  whether  this 
diminution  of  exports  shows  any  diminution  of 
prosperify.  On  that  head,  let  it  be  observed, 
that  the  most  vehement  of  the  opposers  of  this 
bm  are  so,  because  they  apprehend  that,  at 
some  future  day,  .the  effects  of  the  measure 
may  be  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  some  part 
of  their  staple  conmiodity,  cotton.  Then  they, 
at  any  rate,  put  no  very  great  practical  faith 
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in  this  opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts. They  show  their  idea  to  he  that,  as  to 
cotton  at  least,  "  agriculture  without  a  market " 
may  be  an  inconvenience.  We  indeed  believe 
that  their  fears  are  most  groundless  in  suppos- 
ing that  domestic  manufactures  are  to  lessen 
the  demand  for  cotton.  We  believe  the  exactly 
reverse  effect  to  be  most  inevitable.  But  they 
are  clearly  right  in  insisting  that  a  defect  of 
market  must  be  certainly  hurtful.  For,  beyond 
all  doubt,  those  who  purchase  abroad,  without 
the  means  of  payment  abroad,  must  suffer  every 
description  of  pecuniary  vexation. 

Now,  in  one  case,  without  descending  into 
the  odious  particulars  of  misfortune,  I  ivould 
ask  whether  any  one  imagines  that  such  reduc- 
tion of  almost  all  the  means  of  decent  living,  as 
is  shown  by  our  commercial  records,  can  fall 
upon  such  multitudes  of  people,  without  oppres- 
sion? An  oppression,  the  more  intolerable, 
because  it  is  produced  solely  by  the  policy  of 
our  own  Government.  The  victims  of  it  have 
not,  since  the  close  of  the  war,  ceased  to  petition. 
They  complain  that  the  only  surplus  products 
they  can  have  to  dispose  of  are  shut  out  from 
foreign  markets,  particularly  by  the  very  coun- 
tries whose  manufactures  we  consume.  They 
show  that  our  own  country  has,  within  itself, 
all  the  means  of  producing  these  manufactures, 
without  paying  for  them  one  cent  of  tribute  to 
foreigners ;  and  that,  if  the  policy  of  our  Gov- 
ernment should  be  only  so  far  changed  as  to 
secure  to  them  the  privilege  of  supplying  with 
provisions  and  with  the  raw  materials,  the 
workmen  employed  in  the  fabrication  of  articles 
which  they,  the  agriculturists  of  our  country, 
themselves  consume,  they  might  be  relieved 
from  their  present  absolute  exhaustion,  and  be 
enabled  to  enjoy,  in  part,  at  least,  the  prosper- 
ity they  were  accustomed  to  during  the  general 
war  in  Europe.  They  show  that,  to  protect 
manufactures,  is  to  protect  agriculture,  and 
that  protection,  to  answer  any  valuable  purpose 
to  the  country,  must  be  a  liberal  and  bold  pro- 
tection, placing  our  manufactures  not  only 
beyond  the  reach  of  foreign  competition,  but 
beyond  the  fears  of  it.  They  show  that  they 
ask  nothing  new,  nothing  visionary  or  untried. 
And  they  prove,  by  the  invariable  examples  of 
nations,  that  the  dependence  of  any  country, 
exclusively,  upon  its  own  agricultural  and 
manufacturing  industry,  is  the  sure  beaten  high 
road  to  private  wealth  and  national  power. 
With  these  complaints,  and  these  proofs,  suffer- 
ing, for  years  together,  distresses  produced 
solely  by  the  national  policy,  which,  under  any 
other  than  a  Eepublican  Government,  might 
create  an  insurrection,  these  petitioners,  coming 
here,  the  only  place  where  relief  can  be  had, 
are,  it  seems,  to  be  told,  "Honest  friends,  you 
have  altogether  mistaken  your  case;  we  see 
you  are  worn  to  the  bone,  sure  enough ;  but  it 
all  comes  out  of  your  independent  banks  and 
your  stop-laws."  Thus,  with  much  gravity,  it 
is  to  be  attempted  to  make  us  believe  that  the 
plain  and  palpable  consequences  of  the  distress 


of  the  country,  are  not  the  consequences,  but 
the  causes  of  it.  Worse  tlian  all  that— we  are 
to  be  consoled  with  scraps  from  the  metaphysi- 
cal books  of  the  economists,  and  it  seems  an 
experiment  is  to  be  made  upon  our  understand- 
ings, whether  we  are  composed  of  exactly  that 
sort  of  stuff  as  to  think  ourselves  fully  compen- 
sated for  the  severest  extremity  of  actual  pov- 
erty, by  imaginary  and  metaphysical  relief,  and 
by  the  abacadabra  of  "  let  us  alone,"  and  "  get 
rich  by  making  nothing,  selling  nothing,  but 
buying  where  you  can  buy  cheapest." 

The  matter  and  substance  of  the  remarks 
upon  our  application  for  relief,  have  not  been 
much  helped  by  the  manner,  as  far  as  respects 
the  observation  of  one  gentleman — I  mean  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  HAMrL- 
TON.)  Some  of  those  observations  I  did  not 
hear.  The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
no  doubt,  believed  me  to  be  present.  I  ought 
to  have  been  present.  The  truth  is,  when  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  came  to  a  part 
of  his  speech  in  which  he  seemed  to  be  com- 
mencing a  dissertation  upon  the  useful  and 
sublime  discoveries  of  the  political  economists, 
calling  them,  or  some  of  them,  immortal,  &c., 
thinking  I  had  heard  all  these  matters  before, 
I  concluded  nothing  would  be  lost  by  my  going 
to  the  committee-room  upon  some  committee 
business,  and  stayed,  perhaps,  longer  than  I  in- 
tended. The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
charged  the  Committee  of  Manufactures,  very 
directly,  with  gross  ignorance  of  their  business ; 
that  the  chairman  of  that  committee  had  been 
repe^edly  convicted  of  gross  ignorance.  I 
mention  this  matter  because  it  is  connected 
with  something  more  material,  and  not  for  the 
sake  of  any  personal  complaint.  Besides,  the 
gentleman  from  South. Carolina  has  already  ex- 
plained that  part  of  his  observations.  It  is 
proper  to  take  this  occasion  to  say,  that  the 
Comnlittee  of  Manufactures  have  not  yet  made 
pretensions  to  any  superior  learning.  As  to 
myself,  I  know,  perhaps,  better  than  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  my  own  inade- 
quacy to  this  station.  It  is  a  station  which 
was  not  sought  for,  nor  wished  for,  by  me. 
It  certainly  found  me  very  unprepared.  Much 
was  to  be  learned;  and,  no  doubt,  much  yet 
remains  unlearned.  But  my  humility  goes  no 
further.  It  is  not  admitted  that  the  great  cause 
of  domestic  industry  has  suffered  from  any  in- 
sufficiency of  the  Committee  of  Manufactures. 
It  was  their  business  to  know  our  own  laws 
upon  the  subject,  and  aU  the  changes  before 
made  in  them :  also  to  know  from  what  coun- 
tries and  in  what  quantities  we  draw  our  supply 
of  manufactured  articles ;  to  know,  also,  how 
they  can  be  paid  for,  and  what  commodities  of 
this  country  are  prohibited  or  permitted  to  be 
sent  in  return;  and  to  know,  further,  the 
capacity  or  incapacity  of  the  several  parts  of 
our  own  country  to  furnish  a  supply  for  our 
own  population. 

As  to  the  persons  who  have  attended  the 
Committee  of  Manufactures,  on  the  invitation 
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of  tlie  committee,  or  without  invitation,  it  is 
due  to  them  and  to  us  to  say,  that  they  have  all 
been  citizens  of  our  country,  and  gentlemen  of 
good  appearance  and  good  credit.  And  it  may 
be  further  said,  that  among  the  few  of  them 
who  had  any  particular  interest  and  manufac- 
ture of  their  own  to  promote,  there  has  been 
scarcely  one  who  has  not  gone  away  disap- 
pointed. 

There  is  one  objection  to  this  bill,  which 
seems  to  require  peculiar  notice ;  an  objection 
that  has  been  most  vehemently  pressed  upon 
us  by  gentlemen  here,  and  by  memorials  and 
publications  without  number;  the  destruction 
of  commerce  and  the  navy.  Not  in  this  House, 
to  be  sure,  have  the  friends  of  domestic  manu- 
factures been  directly  charged  with  the  inten- 
tion and  design  of  destroying  trade  and  com- 
merce ;  it  is  only  contended  that  such  destruc- 
tion must  be  the  certain  effect.  But  out  of 
doors  our  opponents  are  not  quite  so  generous. 
There,  we  are  represented  as  a  rustic,  envious, 
malignant,  and  unprincipled  combination,  mak- 
ing agriculture  and  manufactures  a  mere  pre- 
tence for  the  ruin  of  trade  and  the  navy.  It 
is  degrading  to  plead  not  guilty  to  such  a 
charge,  but  the  falsehood  of  it  must  be  shown. 

The  late  war  was  a  war  for  commerce  only. 
It  was  not  provoked  by  any  injury  but  to  our 
trade  and  to  our  people  connected  with,  and  in 
pursuit  of,  trade  and  navigation.  Our  territory 
was  not  touched — our  citizens  on  shore  were 
not  molested.  That  able  paper  of  the  declara- 
tion of  war  mentions,  for  its  causes,  no  outrages 
but  those  to  commerce  and  seamen,  except  the 
miserable  business  of  John  Henry,  which,  in 
very  doubtful  and  indefinite  language,  appears 
to  have  been  stuck  in  by  way  of  amendment. 
The  sections  of  our  country,  always  foremost 
and  unanimous  in  asking  protection  for  domes- 
tic industry,,  and  here  assailed  as  enemies  to 
foreign  trade,  suifered  their  full  share  of  what- 
ever there  was  of  hardship  or  disaster  ia  that 
war  for  commerce.  It  will  be  admitted  that, 
in  paying  tazes,  in  marching  against  the  enemy, 
and  here,  by  their  representatives,  they  did 
never,  for  one  moment,  shrink  from  the  con- 
flict, in  the  darkest  of  times;  and  it  is  not  ex- 
travagant to  say  that,  under  God,  to  the  firm- 
ness of  these  people,  now  calumniated  as  the 
sordid  malignant  enemies  of  commercial  wealth, 
does  foreign  commerce  owe  every  solid,  sure, 
and  established  right  it  now  enjoys ;  and,  from 
their  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  whole, 
their  contempt  for  the  low  and  selfish  principles 
upon  which  this  bill  is  opposed,  does  it  come 
that  we  now  have  a  flag  that  can  protect  for- 
eign trade,  and  that  we  are  not,  abroad,  the 
common  plunder  of  the  world. 

Yet  it  would  not  have  been  surprising,  in 
that  war  for  commerce,  on  occasions  of  ex- 
treme gloom  and  disaster,  which  often  happen- 
ed, if  some  timid  few,  or  some  demagogue, 
anxious  to  get  himself  into  Congress,  by  sup- 
planting some  of  those  who  had  voted  for  the 
war,  had  attempted  to  inflame  the  minds  of 


those  people  against  such  vexatious  war,  sup- 
ported by  their  blood  and  their  money,  to  re- 
venge injuries  done  to  foreign  trade.  But  even 
that  never  happened,  nor  was  the  man  found 
among  them,  who,  at  any  time,  would  declare 
his  willingness  to  give  up  the  contest  without 
securing  the  commercial  rights  for  which  it 
was  entered  into ;  and,  since  the  war,  they 
wOl  be  found  to  have  adhered  to  the  same 
principles  of  attachment  to  the  commercial 
interest.  No  matter  how  their  requests  have 
been  received;  no  tnatter  from  what  selfish 
motives  ifieir  interests  have  been  disregarded, 
if,  from  the  whole  immense  agricultural  popula- 
tion that  now  demands  a  tarifi'  of  protection,  a 
single  vote,  in  the  House,  can  be  found  to  have 
been  given  against  any  plan  for  extending  or 
protecting  foreign  commerce,  or  against  build- 
ing ships,  or  providing  naval  materials,  or  send- 
ing embassies  to  promote  trade,  or  squadrons 
to  the  Pacific  Ocean  or  Mediterranean  Sea,  or 
any  other  sea,  or  any  other  of  the  immense  ex- 
penses of  foreign  trade,  let  that  vote  be  pro- 
duced, and,  as  far  as  it  goes,  let  it  be  set  down 
to  enmity  to  commerce — but  I  believe  no  such 
vote  can  be  found. 

Does  any  gentleman  imagine  that  our  people 
who  sustained  that  commercial  war  with  such 
steadiness  and  spirit,  did  so  in  pursuance  of 
doctrines  such  as  we  have  here  now  ?  or  dream- 
ing that,  in  case  of  success,  they  themselves 
were  to  be  excluded  from  every  possible  benefit 
of  it  ?  or,  after  exerting  themselves  to  the  ut- 
most, and  risking  every  thing,  they  should  come 
to  the  merchant,  reinstated  in  their  rights  by 
their  aid  and  their  fidelity,  with  then-  hemp, 
their  iron,  and  their  lead,  and  say  to  him,  "  We 
have  no  customers  but  you.  If  we  raise  grain, 
we  have  no  market  for  it.  There  is  nothing 
we  can  sell  but  the  things  we  have  here ;  "  and 
be  told  by  the  merchant,  "  True  ;■  your  hemp 
is  water-rotted  and  strong ;  your  iron  is  tough, 
and  good  for  cannon  and  anchors  and  shipbolts; 
but  it  is  all  country  make.  And,  friends,  you 
don't  understand  the  new  light  of  political 
economy — it  is  only  when  you  come  in  the 
capacity  of  purchasers  that  we  can  deal  with 
you.  "VVe  employ  the  workmen  and  farmers 
of  England,  Wales,  and  Bussia,  and  we  think, 
in  the  long  run,  we  can  save  something  to  our- 
selves by  it.  You  have  never  read  Adam 
.Smith.  Every  man  for  himself,  is  the  only 
thing  for  the  country.  Here  it  is  in  the  book. 
In  this  way  we  enrich  ourselves,  as  we  know ; 
and  we  make  the  nation  rich,  as  the  book 
shows.  No  monopoly,  no  restriction,  except 
in  our  favor.  Let  us  alone,  untU  another  war. 
When  the  doctrine  of  Algiers  comes  next  into 
fashion,  with  the  naval  powers  of  Europe,  or 
any  one  of  them,  you  may  then  have  just  so 
much  interest  in  navigation,  as  to  pay  taxes, 
and  do  the  fighting  for  it."  Surely  no  manu- 
facturing or  agricultural  man,  in  that  war  for 
commerce,  could  have  been  slave  and  fool 
enough  to  contend  in  the  cause,  had  he  im- 
agined that  there  was  no  community  of  in- 
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terests  in  this  nation;  no  advantage  by  ooni- 
merce  but  to  the  merchant ;  no  helping  of  each 
other ;  or,  if  he  had  foreseen,  what  has  since 
actnally  happened,  that  the  very  peace  and 
commerce  contended  for,  with  such  profusion 
of  money  and  of  blood,  should,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  some  trifle  of  profit  to  a  handful  of  mer- 
chants, produce,  after  all,  nothing  but  prosperity 
to  foreign  nations,  and  chiefly  to  Great  Britain, 
with  whom  we  contended,  and  nothing  but 
destruction  and  death  to  three-fourths  of  the 
agricultural,  grain-raising,  and  manufacturing 
interests  of  our  own  country. 

There  is  one  species  of  commerce  which  we 
avow  ourselves  opposed  to.    It  is  that  which 
is  employed  in  bringing  from  abroad,  for  our 
consumption,  those  common  necessaries  of  life 
which  we  can  produce  at  home,  lead,  glass, 
iron,  hemp,  and  at  least  one-half  our  present 
supply  of  imported  cotton  and  woollen  goods. 
And  here  arises  a  dispute  with  the  advocates 
of  commerce.     We  say  we  are  beggared  and 
andone  by  these  importations — that  the  nations 
which  send  them  to  us  will  not  take  in  return 
any  thing  we  have  to  spare.     We  say,  that,  to 
make  all  these  things  at  home,  will  take  nothing 
from  us  but  grain  and  things  which  we  at 
present  know  not  what  to  do  with ;  while  we 
are  utterly  exhausted  by  buying  them  from 
foreigners.     The  men  of  commerce  contend, 
that,  to  supply  us  with  these  articles,  is  one  of 
their  perquisites.     They  claim  it  as  a  right, 
not,  as  they  say,  altogether  for  their  own  proflt, 
but  because  the  commercial  interests  of  the 
country  and  the  Navy  in  a  great  measure  de- 
pend upon  it.     Now  examine  the  case,  and  see 
if  this  trade  of  importation  of  goods  ought  to 
be  upheld  for  the  benefit  of  the  merchant,  or 
for  any  other  purpose.    First,  the  very  freight, 
the  benefit  so  much  talked  of,  is  not  confined 
exclusively  to  our  own  citizens,  nor  to  our  own 
ships.     About  one-eighth  or  one-seventh  of  the 
importations    which  such   a  clamor  is  made 
about  the  profits  of,  are  by  foreigners,  in  foreign 
ships,  and  this  even  in  time  of  peace.    In  times 
of  war  with  any  naval  power,  even  that  miser- 
able advantage  of  freight  will  certainly  go, 
almost  entirely,  with  the  rest  of  the  profits,  to 
foreigners.     Even  if  it  could  be  secured  entirely 
to  our  own  merchants,  it  would  be  no  sort  of 
indemnity  for  the  evils  of  the  trade.     Observe, 
I  speak  only  of  those  things  which  we  may 
have  _  made  at  home,  of  our  own  materials. 
But,  if  made  at  home,  there  is  no  freight  or 
profit  to  the  Importer.     He  seems  to  think  it 
very  reasonable  that  we  should  agree  to  pay 
one  hundred  dollars  to  foreigners,  in  order  that 
he  may  gain  a  profit  of  ten  dollars,  or  fifteen. 
On  this  head,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  it  has 
been  often  said,  and  never,  as  I  knoiy,  denied, 
that  more  than  half  of  all  the  importations  of 
manufactures  from  Europe,  are  by  foreigners 
themselves,  directly  on  their  own  account,  and 
vended  here  by  themselves  or  their  agents. 
From  that  fact  the  true  nature  of  all  this  alarm 
about  the  trade  and  the  Navy  of  the  country 


may  be  understood.     So  far  from  agreeing  that 
the  naval  power  of  the  country  depends  upon 
the  consumption  of  foreign  goods  in  preference 
to  the  domestic,  I  contend  that  all  we  hear 
about  the  destruction  of  trade  and  the  Navy, 
by    checking  the  Importation  of   dry  goods, 
means  nothing  more  than  the  diminishing  the 
profits  of  the  importer.     Are  we  to  believe  that 
these    merchants    are    seriously  apprehensive 
only  for  navigation  and  the  navy  ?     Why,  sir, 
it  has  been  during  this  very  session  of  Congress, 
that  the  deplorable   case   of   our    spermaceti 
whale  fishery  has  been  presented  to  us;  the 
noblest  nursery  and  school  of  the  noblest  sear 
men  perhaps  on  the  globe,  comprising,  two 
years    ago,   142   ships,   and  3,100  seamen — a 
quantity  of  tonnage  double  or  thrice  that  em- 
ployed in  the  trade  of  importing  all  the  woollen 
and  linen  goods,  and  cutlery,  and  hemp,  and 
lead,  and  glass,  and  leghorn  hats,  that  we  get 
from  Europe ;  and  a  body  of  men  perhaps  com- 
bining a  greater  mass  of  nautical  skill,  hardi- 
hood of  body  and  mind,  devotion  to  country, 
discipline,  self-command,  and  obedience,  than 
was  brought  into  action  on  both  sides,  in  the 
battle  of  the  NOe — all  now  dwindling,  perish- 
ing, on  the  point  of  extinction.     But  has  any 
one  ever  heard  of  any  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
or  any  merchants,  or  any  of  their  advocates, 
interfering  with  us,  or  anywhere  else,  in  favor 
of  this  perishing  whale-fishery? — they,   who 
can  snufi^  danger  a  mile  oflF,  to  the  navy  and  to 
the  navigation,  when  it  threatens  to  stop  the 
importation  of  a  yard  of  calico,  or  a  hob  nail : 
and  who,  almost  before  the  bill  for  the  protec- 
tion of  domestic  industry  can  be  printed,  are 
here  with  their  remonstrances.     I'  complain 
not  of  the  merchants.     They  wish  ns  to  im- 
port the  necessaries  of  life,  instead  of  making 
them  at  home.     They  are  right;  for,  by  it, 
they  gain  their  freight  and  profit.     They  wish 
to  go  far  for  our  supply,  and  they  are  right; 
for  the  farther  they  go,  the  less  chance  there 
is  of  competition,  and  the  greater  the  chance  of 
profit.     Hence,  all  that  outcry,  some  years  ago, 
against  the  protection  of  domestic  cottons,  and 
the  exclusion  of  cheap  muslins  from  the  East 
Indies.     I  repeat  it,  the  merchants  are  right. 
They   act  just  as    Providence  intended  they 
should  act,  taking  care  of  their  own  interest, 
and  adhering  to  that  solely.   They  were  created 
for  this  purpose,  and  all  very  good.     There  is 
no  possible  harm  in  it ;  because  Providence  in- 
tended also  to  give  to  the  men  of  the  land  sense 
enough  to  take  some  little  care  of  themselves, 
and,  when  they  are  the  immense  majority  of'  a 
nation,  not  suffer  themselves  to  be  made  beg- 
gars in  order  to  make  nobles  of  a  few  mer- 
chants ;  not  suffer  all  their  resources  to  be  ex- 
hausted in  paying  for  foreign  goods,  that  the 
merchant  may  be  enriched  by  the  profits  of 
transporting  them. 

1  pray,  then,  that  we  may  have  an  end  to 
this  charge  of  hostDity  to  commerce ;  there  is 
not  solidity  enough  in  it  for  a  congregation 
from  the  wharves  of  a  city.     To  import  the 
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necessaries  of  life,  wHch  may  be  produced  at 
home,  is  not  commerce ;  it  is  the  worst  abuse 
of  commerce;  it  is  to  be  the  victim  of  com- 
merce. We  declare  ourselves  to  be  the  friends 
of  commerce,  when  we  profess  ourselves  the 
friends  of  industry  on  shore ;  they  may  con- 
sist together — ^indeed  they  may  stand  better 
together.  We  are  not  bound  to  choose  between 
them ;  if  we  were,  I  should  say  that  the  land 
is  our  home,  and  not  the  sea.  I  should  say 
that  internal  wealth  and  manufacturing  indus- 
try can  of  themselves  create  commerce.  "With- 
out them  commerce  is  precarious ;  liable  to 
total  destruction  in  the  first  war  with  any  first, 
second,  or  third-rate  naval  power  of  Europe. 
"With  them  commerce  is  imperishable.  Sink 
every  ship,  public  and  private,  in  the  ocean — 
with  domestic  industry,  and  freedom  from  for- 
eign tribute,  we  can  be  able,  in  less  than  five 
years'  time,  to  replace  them  all.  But  why  rely- 
on  argument?  I  repeat  it,  we  have  experience 
to  go  by,  and  the  actual  fact  that  evei-y  com- 
mercial nation  in  Europe,  without  exception, 
is  prosperous  exactly  in  proportion  to  the 
vigilance  with  which  it  protects  its  own  manu- 
facturing industry,  by  excluding  the  foreign, 
and  puts  down  this  spurious,  pernicious  com- 
merce of  importation  of  manufactured  goods. 
As  to  the  island  of  Great  Britain,  the  first  com- 
mercial country  of  the  world,  everybody  knows 
that  not  only  her  wealth,  but  her  salvation,  is 
supposed  to  depend  upon  her  naval  power  and 
her  commerce,  both  of  which  it  has  been  her 
aim  for  ages  to  promote.  If  any  interest  pre- 
dominates in  that  country,  it  is  the  commercial 
interest.  Yet  no  temptation  of  cheapness,  no 
employment  or  encouragement  of  shipping  or 
seamen,  no  argument  of  the  political  economists, 
has  ever  induced  her  for  one  day,  since  her 
naval  ascendency,  to  permit  the  importation  of 
any  article  for  domestic  use  which  domestic 
industry  could  possibly  be  made  to  produce. 
France,  probably  the  second  naval  power  of 
Europe,  follows  the  same  policy  with  the  same 
success.  So  other  countries ;  and  from  their 
examples,  and  from  the  contrary  examples  of 
weak  and  miserable  nations,  we  may  learn  and 
may  know,  that  to  employ  commerce  to  super- 
sede home  manufacture,  by  the  importation  of 
foreign  goods,  is  ultimately  as  destructive  to  the 
naval  power  as  it  is  to  the  domestic  industry 
of  a  country. 

It  is  apprehended  that  the  encouragement  of 
domestic  industry  will  injure  the  public  revenue. 
"We  admit  that  our  present  revenue  is  derived 
chiefly  from  the  duties  on  importations.  Yet 
I  trust  it  will  be  admitted  on  the  other  side, 
that  the  consumption  of  foreign  goods  is  not 
the  only  means  of  raising  the  revenue.  And 
further,  I  trust,  it  will  be  admitted,  that  while 
the  nation  exists,  and  while  our  people  are 
wealthy  and  prosperous,  there  never  can  be  a 
want  of  revenue  to  support  the  credit  or  de- 
fence of  the  country.  There  must  be  taxes. 
The  question  is  only  as  to  the  preferable  mode 
of  taxation.     The  tax  on  imported  manufactures  | 


is  paid  by  the  people,  the  consumers.  It  is 
said  to  be  a  concealed  tax,  and  therefore  paid 
willingly.  Let  it  be  that  it  is  paid  willingly.  I 
deny  that  it  is  paid  ignorantly.  Now,  then, 
let  us  in  a  few  words,  with  an  eye  constantly 
to  the  bill  before  us,  examine  the  soundness 
of  this  policy,  which  is  contended  for  with  such 
gravity  by  some,  and  with  such  heat  by  others, 
of  importing,  for  the  sake  of  revenue,  manufac- 
tures from  ai)road  which  we  are  capable  of  pro- 
ducing at  home.  For  that  portion  of  woollen 
and  cotton  goods,  hennpen  and  linen  goods,  iron, 
hemp,  lead,  glass,  and  Leghorn  hats,  now  im- 
ported from  abroad,  and  which  will  be  ex- 
cluded and  supplied  by  domestic  industry,  if 
this  bill  becomes  a  law,  we  now  pay  to  for- 
eigners, say  ten  millions  of  dollars  a  year. 
These  articles,  on  their  importation,  afibrd,  on 
the  average,  to  the  revenue,  a  tax,  say  of 
twenty-five  per  cent.  This  tax  is  paid  by  the 
people  of  the  country,  the  consumers  of  the 
goods.  It  amounts  to  $2,500,000  ;  which  sum 
goes  into  the  public  treasury.  Clearly,  the 
people  of  the  country  not  only  pay  this  tax, 
but  in  paying  it  they  have  also  to  pay  the  prices 
of  the  articles,  the  ten  millions  of  dollars 
original  purchase  money.  They  must  pay, 
also,  the  importer's  profits,  the  merchant's 
profits,  the  freight,  the  insurance — ^not,  prob- 
ably, less,  altogether,  than  twenty-five  per 
cent,  on  the  112,500,000.  So  that,  in  advanc- 
ing to  the  public  treasury  the  sum  of  $3,500,000, 
our  citizens  actually  pay  the  sum  of  $15,625,000 ; 
ten  millions  of  dollars  of  which  sum,  as  far  as 
respects  ourselves,  might  as  well  be  sunk  in  the 
ocean — perhaps  better — for  it  goes,  perhaps,  to 
rivals ;  perhaps  to  enemies.  At  any  rate,  our 
citizen,  contributing  by  this  sort  of  assessment 
to  the  support  of  his  Government,  for  every 
one  dollar  he  pays  to  his  own  country,  has 
four  dollars  to  pay  to  foreign  industry.  But, 
worse  than  any  thing  yet  mentioned  in  this 
mode  of  raising  revenue,  is  the  circumstance 
that,  with  respect  to  the  greatest  proportion  of 
the  people,  who  pay  this  $15,625,000,  in  order 
to  place  $3,500,000  in  the  treasury,  so  far  are 
they  from  getting  the  slightest  incidental  ad- 
vantage from-  this  mode  of  supporting  their 
Government,  that,  by  it,  they  only  drive  their 
neighbors,  the  manufacturers,  into  idleness  and 
beggary,  and  deprive  themselves  of  the  only 
possible  market  they  can  have  for  their  agri- 
cultural productions.  And  this  is  the  very 
popular  mode  of  taxation  spoken  of  Sir,  if 
there  is,  among  our  countrymen,  such  fanatical 
blindness,  as  to  prefer  to  pay  then-  taxes  in 
this  way,  I  do  not  know  where  it  exists. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  0am- 
BEBLENG,)  in  opposing  this  bill,  has  asked,  "  Do 
you  not  see  the  angry  war-clouds  gathering  in 
the  South  ?"  As  if  the  probability,  or  even  the 
possibility  of  war,  was  not  of  itself  the  strong- 
est reason ;  and  even  if  there  was  no  other,  was 
not  of  itself  a  suSioient  reason  for  our  encour- 
agement of  domestic  manufactures,  and  de- 
pendence upon  our  own  industry.     "Whether 


736 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  OF  R.] 


The  Tariff  Bill. 


[Apbii,,  1824. 


we  regard  the  revenue  necessary  for  carrying 
on  war,  and  the  inconvenience  and  danger  of 
stopping  it  at  the  time  it  is  most  wanted,  or 
any  other  of  the  resources  demanded  for  car- 
rying it  on ;  or  the  loss  and  confusion  which  at- 
tends the  sudden  interruption  of  our  usual  sup- 
ply of  manufactures, — it  is  very  clear  that  do- 
mestic industry  is  more  wanted  for  war  than 
for  peace. 

There  is  a  matter  which,  as  it  has  been  al- 
ready discussed,  I  shall  advert  to  very  briefly. 
It  is  said  the  passage  of  this  bill  will  be  pecu- 
liarly injurious  to  those  portions  of  the  country 
whose  staple  article  is  cotton.  Let  it  be  re- 
membered that  it  has  been  asserted  (and  though 
denied,  the  denial  has  not  been  supported  by  fact 
or  argument  or  probability)  that  the  protection 
allowed  by  this  bill,  to  the  diiferent  interests 
comprehended  in  it,  is  not  so  high  nor  so  com- 
plete, generally,  as  the  protection  by  the  ex- 
isting law  to  the  cotton  grower  of  a  duty  of 
three  cent§^  per  pound  on  the  imported  article. 
And  further,  it  has  been  said  with  great  truth, 
that  no  article  better  deserves  to  be  protected ; 
and  that  there  is  no  portion  of  our  agricultural 
industry,  nor  scarcely  any  portion  of  onr  manu- 
facturing industry,  that  requires  a  larger  pro- 
tection. The  consumption  of  cotton  in  our 
country  is  at  present  immense.  "With,  a  due 
encouragement  of  our  own  manufactures,  it 
must  be  next  to  incalculable.  Those  manufac- 
tures must  afford  a  certain  market — it  ought  to 
be  the  greatest  market — it  will  be  the  greatest 
market. 

I  speak  the  opinions  of  men  practically  ac- 
quainted with  the  whole  subject,  when  I  say 
that,  with  what  is  called  free  trade,  our  culti- 
vators of  cotton  must  be  undersold  by  other  na- 
tions ;  and  their  reasons  appear  conclusive ;  that 
it  is  an  article  which,  in  some  other  countries, 
has  but  lately  began  to  be  cultivated,  with  the 
greatest  success ;  and  that  nearly  all  countries 
where  it  is  raised,  are  possessed  of  advantages 
in  almost  every  respect  superior  to  ours ;  that 
they  have  generally  a  better  soil;  that  the 
greater  rigor  of  our  climate  in  winter,  makes 
the  clothing  of  slaves  in  our  country  much 
more  expensive — while  the  greater  lenity  with 
which  they  are  treated,  a  lenity  produced  by 
our  laws  or  our  manners,  makes  their  labor  less 
profitable  to  the  master.  So  that  all  parts  of 
our  country,  those  most  unanimously  opposed  to 
this  bill  owe  the  most,  and  must  continue  to 
owe  the  most  to  the  system  of  protection.  If 
protection  is  a  tax  for  the  beneiit  of  those  pro- 
tected, that  tax  is  imposed  for  the  beneiit  of 
the  cotton  grower :  rightly,  I  say.  And  if  an 
increase  shall  be  required  to  effect  the  full  pur- 
pose, 1  am  for  increasing  it.  But  I  am  not  for 
stopping  there,  but  for  giving,  upon  the  same 
principles,  a  just  and  equal  protection  to  do- 
mestic industry  wherever  else  it  may  be  wanted, 
so  as  to  secure  at  least  our  own  markets  for  the 
productions  of  our  own  country. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 


Yeas. — Messrs.  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen  of 
Tennessee,  Archer,  Baylies,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  S.  Bar- 
bour,   Bartlett,   Bassett,    Blair,    Brent,    Buchanan, 
Buckner,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of 
South   Carolina,  Carter,   Gary,  Cobb,    Cooke,   Con- 
ner, Crowninehield,   Culpeper,   Cushman,   Cuthbert, 
Day,  Dwinell,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Farrelly, 
Floyd,    Forsyth,  Frost,   Fuller,    Garrison,   Gamett, 
Gatlin,  Gist,  Govan,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey, 
Hayward,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Houston,  Isacks, 
Kent,  Krcmer,  Lee,   Leftwich,   Lincoln,  Livingston, 
Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKee, 
McKim,   Mangum,  Matson,  Mercer,   Moore  of  Ala- 
bama,   Neale,     Nelson,     Newton,    O'Brien,    Owen, 
Plumer   of   New   Hampshire,    Poinsett,   Randolph, 
Rankin,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Richards,  Rives,  Saunders, 
Sandford,  Sibley,  Arthur   Smith,  Alexander  Smyth, 
William  Smith,  Spaight,  Spence,  Standefer,  A.  Ste- 
venson, J.  Stephenson,  Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Georgia, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Vance 
of  North    Carolina,    Warfield,   Webster,   Wickliffe, 
Williams   of  New  York,  WUliams  of  Virginia,  Wil- 
liams of  North  Carolina,  Wilson  of  S.  Carolina — 101. 
Nays. — Messrs.   Adams,  Alien  of  Massachusetts, 
Allison,   Barber  of  Connecticut,   Bartley,   Beecher, 
Bradley,  Brown,  Buck,  Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cas- 
sedy,    Clark,  Collins,    Cook,   Crafts,    Craig,  Dnrfee, 
Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  El- 
lis,  Findlay,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forward,  Harris, 
Hayden,  Hemphill,    Henry,   Herkimer,   Hogeboom, 
Holoombe,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  John- 
son, F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Lathrop,  Lawrence,  Letcher, 
Litchfield,  Little,    Livermore,   McArthur,   McKean, 
McLane  of  Delaware,   McLean  of  Ohio,   Mallaiy, 
Markley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Metcalfe,  Mil- 
ler, Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland, 
Morgan,  Patterson   of    Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of 
Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Rich,  Rogers, 
Rose,  Ross,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sloane,  Sterling,   Stewart, 
Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyok, 
Test,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree, 
Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton, 
Wayne,    Whipple,    Whitman,    Whittlesey,    White, 
James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood, 
Woods,  and  Wright — 99. 

So  the  House  concurred  with  the  Committee 
of  the  "Whole,  in  reducing  the  minimum  on 
woollens  from  80  to  40  cents. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


THtTEBDAT,  April  8. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  John  Taliateeeo, 
in  place  of  William  Lee  Ball,  of  Virginia,  de- 
ceased, appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 

seat. 

The  Tariff. 

The  question  was  taken  on.  agreeing  to  the 
second  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive without  a  division. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  third  amend- 
ment, which  is,  to  strike  out  the  words  "  print- 
ing types"  from  the  class  of  twenty-five  per 
cent,  ad  valorem  duties.  This  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

The  fourth  amendment  proposes  to  insert,  in 
the  eighty-seventh  line,  the  following :  "  On  all 
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ingrain  carpets  or  carpeting,  twenty-iive  cents 
per  square  yard." 

The  fifth  amendment  proposes  to  insert,  "  on 
oil-cloth  carpeting,  and  on  oil-cloths  of  every 
description,  a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad 
valorem." 

With  these  two  amendments,  the  clause  reads 
as  follows : 

, "  On  Bmssels,  Venetian,  Turkey,  and  Wilton  oar- 
pet  and  oarpeting,  fifty  cents  per  square  yard ;  on 
all  ingrain  carpets  or  carpeting,  twenty-five  cents 
per  square  yard.  On  all  other  kinds  of  carpets  and 
carpeting  of  wool,  flax,  hemp,  cotton,  or  parts  of 
either,  twenty  cents  per  square  yard;  on  oil  cloth 
carpeting,  and  on  oil  cloths  of  every  description,  a 
duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Both  these  amendments  were  agreed  to,  the 
first  without  a  division,  and  the  latter  by  a  vote 
of  ayes  99,  noes  Y2. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  House's 
agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  in  that  amendment  of  the  biU  which  re- 
duces the  minimum  on  woollen  goods  from 
eighty  to  forty  cents  the  squai-e  yard — 

Mr.  MoDtjtfie,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  and 
delivered  his  sSntiments,  at  length,  in  favoi:  of 
agreeing. 

Mr.  Otjthbeet,  of  Georgia,  and  Mr.  Living- 
ston, of  Louisiana,  followed  on  the  same  side. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
LiVEEMOEB  of  New  Hampshire,  MoLaue  of 
Delaware,  and  Tod  of  Pennsylvania,  in  opposi- 
tion to  agreeing  with  the  committee ;  and  by 
Messrs.  LrvTffoSTOji  of  Louisiana,  Wbbstbe  of 
Massachusetts,  Cobb  of  Georgia,  Mbecee  of 
of  Virginia,  Kandolph  of  Virginia,  and  P.  P. 
Babbotte  of  Virginia,  in  favor. 

Mr.  Randolph  expressed  his  surprise  that 
the  votaries  of  humanity — ^persons  who  could 
not  deep,  such  was  their  distress  of  mind  at  the 
very  existence  of  negro  slavery — should  persist 
in  pressing  a  measure,  the  effect  of  which  was 
to  aggravate  the  misery  of  that  unhappy  cpndi- 
tion,  whether  viewed  in  reference  to  the  slave 
or  to  his  master — if  he  were  a  man  possessing 
a  single  spark  of  humanity — for,  what  could  be 
more  pitiable  than  the  situation  of  a  man  who 
had  every  desire  to  clothe  his  negroes  comfort- 
ably, but  who  was  absolutely  prohibited  from 
so  doing  by  legislative  enactment?  He  hoped 
that  none  of  those  who  wished  to  enhance  to 
the  poor  slave  (oi*,  what  was  the  same  thing, 
to  his  master)  the  price  of  his  annual  blanket, 
and  of  his  sordid  suit  of  coarse,  but  to  him 
comfortable  woollen  cloth;  would  ever  travel 
through  the  Southern  country  to  spy  out  the 
naketoess,  if  not  of  the  land,  of  the  cultivators 
of  the  soil.  It  was  notorious  that  the  profits  of 
slave  labor  had  been,  for  a  long  time,  on  the 
decrease,  and  that,  on  a  fair  average,  it  scarcely 
reimbursed  the  expense  of  the  slave,  including 
the  helpless  ones  whether  from  infancy  or  age. 
The  words  of  Patrick  Henry,  in  the  Convention 
ofYirginia,  stiH  rung  in  his  ears :  "They  may 
liberate  every  one  of  your  slaves.  The  Con- 
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gi-ess  possess  the  power  and  wiU  exercise  it." 
Now,  sir,  the  first  step  towards  this  consumma- 
tion, so  devoutly  wished  by  many,  is  to  pass 
such  laws  as  may  yet  still  farther  diminish  the 
pittance  which  their  labor  yields  to  their  unfor- 
tunate masters.  To  produce  such  a  state  of 
things  as  will  insure,  in  case  the  slave  shall  not 
elope  from  his  master — his  master  will  run 
away  from  him.  Sir,  the  blindness,  as  it  ap- 
pears to  me — I  hope  gentlemen  wiH  pardon  the 
expression — with  whi^h  a  certain  quarter  of 
this  country — I  allude  particularly' to  the' sea- 
board of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia — ^has  lent 
its  aid  to  increase  the  powers  of  the  General 
Government  on  points — ^to  say  the  least,  of 
doubtful  construction — ^fills  me  with  astonish- 
ment and  dismay.  And  I  look  forward,  almost 
without  a  ray  of  hope,  to  the  time  which  the 
next  census,  or  that  which  succeeds  it,  will 
assuredly  bring  forth — when  this  work  of  de- 
struction and  devastation  is  to  commence  in 
the  abused  name  of  humanity  and  religion — 
and  when  the  imploring  eyes  of  some  wiU  be, 
as  now,  turned  towards  another  body,  in  the 
vain  hope  that  it  may  arrest  the  evil  and  stay 
the  plague. 

The  question  was  finally  taken,  and  the  House 
refused  to  agree  in  reducing  the  minimum  to 
forty  cents — yeas  101,  nays  104. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Feidat,  April  9. 
The  Tariff  Bill. 

Mr.  Buclia,nan,  of  Pennsylvania,  spoke  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  not  my  design  to  enter 
into  a  discussion  of  the  general  principles  of 
the  bill  now  before  the  House.  Although  I  am 
fully  prepared  to  do  so,  yet  time  has  become 
so  precious,  and  so  much  has  already  been  said 
upon  the-  subject,  that  I  have  abandoned  any 
such  intention. 

I  will,  however,  take  the  liberty  of  asking  the 
committee  to  attend  to  some  observations 
which  I  shall  make,  in  reply  to  that  part  of 
the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts (Mr.  Webstee)  which  related  to  hemp 
and  iron.  The  reasons  which  that  gentleman 
urged,  with  great  ability  and  zeal,  against  an 
additional  duty  upon  these  articles,  were,  that 
much  injury  would  result  from  it  to  the  manu- 
facture of  ships  and  to  the  navigation  of  the 
country.  In  the  course  of  his  remai-ks,  he 
alleged  that  our  navigation  had  been  left  de- 
pendent upon  its  own  resources,  without  any 
protection  from  Government ;  that  it  was  in  a 
depressed  and  declining  condition ;  to  use  his 
own  phrase,  that  it  was  barely  able  to  keep  its 
head  above  water ;  and  that  the  weight  which 
this  bill  would  bring  to  bear  upon  it,  by  the 
additional  imposts  on  hemp  and  iron,  might 
destroy  it,  or,  to  repeat  the  gentleman's  words, 
might  be  the  last  ounce  which  would  break 
the  camel's  back.    As  a  consequence  from  aU 
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tJiese  observations,  he  inferred  that  the  Navy 
vcas  in  danger  of  destruction. 

In  opposition  to  this  argument,  I  trust  I 
shall  be  able  to  show,  conclusively,  that  no 
branches  of  domestic  industry  have  ever  been 
cherished  by  the  legislation  of  this  country 
with  as  much  care  as  those  of  ship-building 
and  navigation;  that  both  these  branches, 
although  they  have  suffered  in  the  general 
depression  of  the  country,  are  now  in  a  more 
prosperous  condition  than  any  other  portion 
of  domestic  industry ;  and  that  they  are  per- 
fectly able,  and  ought  to  be  willing,  to  bear 
the  additional  duty  upon  hemp  and  iron  pro- 
posed by  this  biU,  even  if  it  should  amount  to 
what  the  gentleman  supposes.  If,  said  Mr.  B., 
I  can  establish  these  positions,  it  will  result  as 
a  necessary  inference,  that  our  Navy  is  in  no 
danger  from  the  measure  now  under  consider- 
ation. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  it  is  fortunate  that  the  first 
congress  which  sat  under  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, when  they  came  to  legislate  upon  the 
navigating  interest  of  the  country,  were  not 
guided  by  the  principles  which  we  have  so 
often  heard  reiterated  in  this  Hall.  They  did 
not  belong  to  that  school  of  politicians  whose 
principal  dogmas  are,  "Let  trade  regulate 
itself;"  "Let  not  legislation  attempt  to  divert 
industry  or  capital  from  the  channels  in  which 
they  are  flowing  info  other  branches."  On  the 
contrary,  they  believed  that  the  manufacture  of 
ships,  and  their  navigation,  were  interests 
which  required  legislative  protection,  and  they 
afforded  it  in  the  most  effectual  manner. 

The  third  act  which  ever  passed  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  was  that  of  the  20th  July, 
1789,  imposing  duties  on  tonnage.  It  was 
afterwards  repealed  by  the  act  of  the  20th  July, 
1790  ;  which,  however,  re-enacted  in  substance 
the  same  provisions.  "Whilst  these  acts  declare 
that  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
arriving  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  shall  pay  a 
duty  of  only  six  cents  per  ton  upon  each  entry, 
they  enact  that  all  other  ships  or  vessels  shall 
pay  a  duty  of  fifty  cents  per  ton,  except  those 
built  within  the  United  States  and  belonging 
to  foreigners,  which  shall  pay  thirty  cents  per 
ton.  The  legislative  protection  afforded  by 
these  acts,  to  that  portion  of  our  tonnage 
employed-  in  the  coasting  trade  and  in  the 
fisheries,  was  of  a  still  more  decisive  character. 
"Whilst  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
engaged  in  these  pursuits,  paid  a  duty  of  but 
six  cents  per  ton,  in  each  year,  those  "  not  of 
the  United  States"  paid  fifty  cents  per  ton  upon 
each  entry. 

In  addition  to  these  discriminating  duties 
upon  tonnage,  in  favor  of  our  own  citizens,  the 
act  of  the  10th  August,  1790,  added  10  per 
cent,  to  the  rates  of  duties  imposed,  "  in  respect 
to  ^'1  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  which 
shall  be  imported  in  ships  or  vessels'  not  of  the 
United  States." 

"What,  Mr.  Speaker,  was  the  effect  of  this 
'legislative  protection  upon  our  tonnage  and 


navigation  ?  Let  Mr.  Pitkin  and  Dr.  Seybert 
answer  this  question.  Mr.  Pitkin,  in  his  "View, 
declares  that— 

"  These  extra  charges  on  the  navigation  and 
commerce  of  foreign  nations  were  sufficient  to  drive 
from  our  ports  the  greatest  proportion  of  the  foreign 
tonnage.  All  foreign  nations  were  affected  by  the 
system  we  had  adopted  in  favor  of  the  ship-owners  in 
the  United  States.  The  diminution  of  the  foreign 
tonnage  employed  in  our  trade  was,  with  very  few 
exceptions,  rapid,  regular,  and  permanent." 

Dr.  Seybert,  in  his  Statistical  Annals,  bears 
the  same  testimony.     He  states  that — 

"  Our  discriminations  operated  powerfiilly  in  favor 
of  our  shipping.  "Vessels  not  of  the  United  States,  of 
200  tons  burden,  on  entering  onr  ports,  paid  £20  ton- 
nage duty,  and  for  a  cargo  of  the  value  of  £2,000,  they 
paid  £15,  extra  duty,  more  than  did  the  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  of  the  same  tonnage,  and  laden  as 
aforesaid.  These  extra  'charges  were  sufficient  to 
drive  from  our  ports  the  greatest  proportion  of  the 
foreign  tonnage.  All  foreign  nations  were  affected 
by  the  system  we  had  adopted  ;  it  seemed  to  operate 
like  magic  in  favor  of  the  ship-owners  in  the  United 
States.  The  diminution  of  the  foreign  tonnage  em- 
ployed in  our  trade  was,  with  veiy  few  exceptions, 
rapid,  regular,  and  permanent." 


I  wiU  freely  acknowledge,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  the 
wars  in  Europe,  and  our  neutral  condition,  by 
placing  within  our  reach  a  large  portion  of  the 
carrying  trade  of  other  nations,  assisted  these 
discriminating  duties  in  producing  their  effect 
upon  our  navigation,  with  such  astonishing 
rapidity.  Dr.  Seybert  states,  that  "in  1789, 
our  shipping  was  not  sufficient  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  doftestic  produce  of  the  States ; 
one-third  of  that  which  was  then  employed  for 
that  purpose  belonged  to  foreigners ;"  and  that 
"  in  1793,  our  tonnage  exceeded  that  of  every 
other  nation,  except  Great  Britain." 

These  discriminating  duties,  and  the  unex- 
ampled increase  of  our  tonnage,  alarmed  the 
Government  of  Great  Britain.  They  dreaded 
the  rapid  progress  of  our  navigation,  and  made 
it  a  primary  -object  to  check  its  augmentation. 
For  this  purpose,  they  proposed,  in  the  year 
1791,  "that  British  ships  trading  to  the  ports 
of  the  United  States,  should  be  there  treated 
with  respect  to  the  duties  of  tonnage  and  im- 
post, in  like  manner  as  ships  of  the  United 
States  should  be  treated  in  the  ports  of  Great 
Britain."  By  this  means,  they  expected  to 
crush  our  navigation  in  its  infancy.  They  well 
knew,  if  tliey  could  persuade  our  Government 
to  cast  it,  at  that  period  of  its  existence,  upon 
the  ocean,  without  protection,  they  would 
obtain  what  they  so  ardently  desired — a  mo- 
nopoly of  our  trade.  They  were  convinced, 
that  our  navigation  could  not  then  endure  a 
competition  with  the  long-established  naviga- 
tion of  Great  Britain. 

The  statesmen  of  that  day,  thanks  be  to  Prov- 
idence, did  not  act  upon  the  modern  fashionable 
doctrines  of  political  economy.  They  refused  to 
accept  this  offer  of  a  reciprocity  of  trade  he- 
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tween  the  two  countries,  wMoli  Great  Britain 
had  made.  They  did  not  adopt  the  principle, 
that  trade  should  regulate  itself.  Ko,  Mr. 
Speaker,  they  cherished  and  nourished  our  navi- 
gation in  its  infancy,  hy  protecting  duties ;  and, 
in  this  manner,  infused  into  it  such  energy  and 
vigor,  that  it  can  now  fearlessly  go  forth,  and, 
upon  equal  terms,  challenge  competition  with 
the  world.  The  same  kind  of  protection  will 
produce  the  same  effect  upon  the  manufactories 
which  this  bill  proposes  to  encourage. 

Dr.  Seyhert  informs  us,  that  these  discrimi- 
nating duties  on  tonnage  and  imports  alarmed 
the  British  merchants  and  ship-owners.  That 
was  a  most  favorable  omen.  In  this  particular, 
I  can  congratulate  the  advocates  of  the  present 
bill  that  they  are  equally  fortunate.  Every 
British  merchant,  every  British  agent,  and  every 
vender  of  British  goods,  within  the  United 
States,  have  taken  the  alarm.  Should  this  bill 
pass,  they  know  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant, 
when  they  shall  cease  to  drain  from  us  our 
wealth,  and  to  enrich  themselves  and  the  Brit- 
ish manufacturers,  at  our  expense. 

The  House  have  distinctly  perceived  the  ef- 
fect of  these  discriminating  duties  upon  the 
foreign  tonnage  of  the  United  States.  Their 
operation  upon  that  employed  in  the  coasting 
trade  was  still  more  decisive.  In  this  trade,  the 
voyages  from  port  to  port  in  the  United  States 
being,  comparatively  speaking,  but  short,  the 
burden  of  fifty  cents  per  ton,  upon  every  entry, 
imposed  upon  foreign  vessels,  was  so  onerous, 
tliat,  in  its  effect,  it  soon  amounted  to  an  abso- 
lute prohibition.  In  this  manner  our  own  navi- 
gation was  virtually  put  in  the  exclusive  pos- 
session of  that  important  branch  of  our  com- 
merce, long  before  the  act  of  1817  declared 
"  That  no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall 
be  imported,  under  penalty  of  forfeiture  thereof, 
from  one  port  of  the  United  States  to  another 
port  of  the  United  States,  in  a  vessel  belonging 
wholly  or  in  part  to  a  subject  of  any  foreign 
power." 

It  is  manifest,  therefore,  that  these  acts  of 
Congress  went  much  further  in  protecting  our 
navigation  against  foreign  competition,  than  the 
bill  now  before  the  House  contemplates  going, 
in  regard  to  any  branch  of  our  agriculture  or 
manufactures.  And  yet  the  representatives  of 
the  navigating  interests  of  this  House,  not  only 
complain  that  it  has  been  left  dependent  upon 
its  own  resources,  without  any  protection  from 
Government ;  but  they  are  the  first  and  loudest 
in  resisting  the  moderate  encouragement  which 
this  biU  proposes  to  other  branches  of  domestic 
industry.  Is  this  grateful?  Is  it  generous ?  Is 
it  just? 

Here,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  may  be  necessary  to 
show  in  what  manner  the  acts  of  Congress,  to 
which  I  have  referred,  gave  our  ship-builders 
protection.  It  wUl  be  found  that  the  statesmen, 
by  whom  they  were  enacted,  had  a  proper  idea 
of  the  importance  of  encouraging  the  manufac- 
ture of  ships ;  and,  I  trust,  those  of  the  present 
day  are  not  so  degenerate,  that  they  need  to  be 


reminded  of  it  by  the  toasts  of  a  Prime  Minister 
of  England,  which  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts (Mr.  Webstee)  has  thought  fit  to  re- 
peat for  our  edification. 

We  have  seen  that  these  discriminating  duties 
upon  imports  and  tonnage,  in  favor  of  our  own 
citizens,  were  confined  in  their  operation  to 
"  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States."      To 
constitute  "  a  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States," 
it  is  necessary  not  only  that  it  should  be  owned 
by  a  citizen  or  citizens  thereof,  but  that  it  should 
have  been  built  withiJ  the  same.      This  is  a 
general  rule,  to  which  I  know  of  but  two  ex- 
ceptions— ^the  one  in  favor  of  vessels  captured 
by  our  citizens  from  the  enemy,  and  declared  to 
be  lawful  prize,  and  the  other  of  vessels  con- 
demned for  a  breach  of  the  revenue  laws.   There 
never  was  a  time  in  the  history  of  the  United 
States  when  an  American  merchant  could  pur- 
chase from  a  foreign  ship-builder  a  vessel  built 
in  a  foreign  country,  and  have  her  so  naturalized 
under  our  laws  as  to  free  her  from  the  impo- 
sition of  these  discriminating  duties.     Of  con- 
sequence, the  domestic  manufacture  of  ships 
was  as  completely  protected  by  these  regulations 
against  foreign  competition  as  was  our  naviga- 
tion.    The  ship-builder  and  navigator  moved 
hand  in  hand.     The  same  encouragement  was 
afforded  to  both,  and  the  same  success  attended 
that  encouragement.      We  are  now  able  to 
manufacture   ships  much  cheaper,  as  I  shall 
show  hereafter,  than  they  can  in  Great  Britain. 
Let  us  now  pause  for  a  moment,  and  reflect 
what  would  have  been  the  present  condition  of 
our  ship-building  and  navigation,  had  the  same  ■ 
system  of  policy  been  pursued  in  relation  to  these 
important  interests,  which  gentlemen  now  wish 
to  pursue  towards  our  domestic  manufactures. 
England,  our  great  rival,  possessed  tonnage  in 
abundance,  capital,  and  skUl.    It  was  both  her 
interest  and  her  inclination  to  overwhelm  our 
rising  navigation.      The  struggle  would  have 
been  between  the  vigor  of  manhood  and  the 
feebleness  of  infancy.     Our  navigation,  without 
protection,  must 'have  been  crushed.      It  then 
stood  in  the  same  relation  to  British  navigation, 
that  our  infant  manufactures  do  at  present  to- 
wards the  long  existing  estabhshments  of  a  simi- 
lar nature  In  Great  Britain. 

The  very  same  arguments  which  the  navigat- 
ing interests  have  used  against  this  bill,  might 
have  been  urged  in  opposition  to  the  discrimi- 
nating duties  for  their  protection.  The  agricul- 
turists, who  had  produce  to  be  transported  to  a 
foreign  market,  might  have  argued  that,  if  freight 
could  be  procured  at  a  cheaper  rate  in  an  Eng- 
lish than  in  an  American  vessel,  they  had  a 
right  to  this  advantage ;  that  these  discriminat- 
ing duties  were  bounties,  paid  by  the  great  mass 
of  the  people  to  the  navigating  interest,  and, 
therefore,  they  should  not  be  imposed.  The 
shipping-merchants  might  have  said.  Let  us 
buy  where  we  can  buy  the  cheapest,  .and  sell 
where  we  can  sell  the  dearest.  If  it  be  for  our 
advantage,  permit  us,  without  the  payment  of 
discriminating  duties,  to  purchase  our  ships  in 
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foreign  countries.  Government  should  not,  by 
legislation,  divert  capital  from  other  branches 
into  ship-building  and  navigation.  Whenever 
it  shall  be  for  the  interest  of  individuals  to  em- 
ploy it  in  this  manner,  it  will  be  so  employed ; 
and  then,  and  not  till  then,  will  it  be  the  inter- 
est of  the  nation. 

The  true  answer  to  aU  the  suggestions  of  this 
nature,  which  might  have  been  urged  against 
our  discriminating  duties,  and  have  been  used 
against  the  present  bill,  is,  that  a  wise  nation, 
like  a  wise  individual,  should  be  willing  to  suffer 
a  trifling  temporary  inconvenience  in  the  be- 
ginning, that  it  may  attain  a  great  permanent 
good  in  the  end.  Should  you  plant  and  nourish 
those  domestic  manufactures  only,  which  are 
congenial  to  your  country,  and  of  which  you 
possess  the  raw  material  in  abundance ;  if,  in 
their  infancy,  you  shield  them,  by  protecting 
duties,  against  destruction  from  foreign  compe- 
tition and  foreign  capital ;  although,  for  a  short 
time,  the  price  may  be  enhanced  to  the  con- 
sumer, yet,  before  long,  it  will  be  reduced  below 
that  of  the  foreign  article.  Our  experience  with 
respect  to  coarse  cotton  goods  completely  justi- 
fies this  remark. 

But,  upon  the  present  occasion,  we  should  be 
governed  by  higher  considerations  than  these.  I 
would  vote  for  this  bill  upon  the  same  principle 
that  I  would  for  the  erection  of  a  necessary  for- 
tification or  the  building  of  a  navy.  Are  not 
the  woollen  and  the  cotton  manufactures  neces- 
sary to  our  independence  ?  Is  a  nation  perfectly 
independent,  without  clothing  for  its  people, 
■  without  iron,  and  without  hemp  ?  Is  it  either 
patriotic  or  wise  to  rely  for  the  means  of  defence 
upon  foreign  nations,  when  we  possess  them  in 
abundance  within  ourselves  ? 

In  the  days  of  peace,  whilst  those  nations  are 
aU  desirous  of  pouring  their  manufactures  upon 
us,  and  of  exhausting  our  wealth  for  their  ag- 
grandizement, we  shall  experience  no  difficulty 
in  obtaining  supplies.  But,  let  the  clouds  of 
war  lower  over  our  heads,  let  the  nation  be  de- 
prived of  its  foreign  supplies, 'and  cast  upon  its 
own  energies  for  its  defence,  and  what  will  then 
be  our  condition?  The  events  of  the  late  war, 
within  the  recollection  of  every  gentleman  on 
this  floor,  afford  the  best  answer  to  this  question. 
If  there  ever  was  a  nation  which  should  have 
been  taught  wisdom  on  this  subject,  by  the  les- 
sons of  experience,  it  is  our  own. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  been  wandering  from 
that  portion  of  the  subject  to  which  I  promised 
I  would  confine  myself,  into  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  the  bill.  The  best  apology  which  I  can 
make  for  this  digression  is  to  return  to  it  im- 
mediately. 

I  admit,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  the  navigating  in- 
terest, in  common  with  the  other  great  interests 
of  the  country,  suffered  considerable  depression 
in  consequence  of  the  general  peace  in  Europe. 
I  deny,  however,  that  this  depression  was  at  all 
in  proportion  with  that  experienced  either  by 
agriculture  or  manufactures.  During  the  long 
period  in  which  the  nations  of  Europe  were  in- 


volved in  war,  we  had  a  large  portion  of  the 
carrying  trade  of  the  world.  The  general  pacifi- 
cation terminated  this  profitable  branch  of  com- 
merce, and  left  our  navigating  interests  depend- 
ent upon  its  own  resources,  and  those  of  the 
country.  It  will  be  found,  however,  upon  ex- 
amination, that,  notwithstanding  the  disadvan- 
tages against  which  it  had  to  contend,  the  Gov- 
ernment and  the  people  of  the  United  States 
sustained  it  in  this  crisis.  It  has  always  been 
the  favorite  of  our  legislation. 

The  American  tonnage,  employed  in  foreign 
trade,  which  entered  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  during  the  year  ending  the  last  day  of 
September,  1823,  was  775,271  tons.  This  is 
greater  than  it  has  been  in  any  year  ending  on 
the  last  day  of  December,  since  1811,  except  the 
years  1816,  1817,  1819,  and  1820.  It  is  nearly 
5,000  tons  less  than  in  1817 ;  but  it  is  above 
20,000  tons  more  than  in  1818,  and  upwards  of 
5,000  tons  more  than  in  1821.  The  House  will 
understand  that  I  am  now  speaking  of  the  tonv 
nage  which  paid  duties.  It  wiH  at  once  be  per- 
ceived, that  this  is  greater  than  our  actual  for- 
eign tonnage,  inasmuch  as  the  same  Vessel  may, 
and  often  does,  pay  duty  more  than  once  in  a 
year.  If,  however,  we  look  at  the  actual  re^s- 
tered  tonnage  of  the  United  States,  engaged  in 
foreign  trade,  the  prospect  is  equally  dieering. 
It  has  been  gradually  increasing  for  several 
years.  I  hold  a  statement  of  it  in  my  hand, 
from  1816  up  till  1822,  both  inclusive;  from 
which  it  appears  that,  in  1822,  it  amounted  to 
628,150  tons.  In  1818,  it  had  been  606,088. 
Between  these  two  periods,  its  increase  was 
22,062  tons.  Although,  from  this  statement,  it 
appears  that,  in  1816,  it  was  800,759  tons,  in 
1817,  809,724  tons,  and  that,  in  1818,  it  was 
suddenly  reduced  to  606,088  tons,  yet  this  is 
not  a  true  state  of  the  case.  The  Eegister  of 
the  Treasury  has  certified  that  this  sudden  de- 
crease arose  "principally  from  the  registered  ton- 
nage having  been  corrected  in  1818,  by  striking 
off  all  the  vessels,  the  registers  of  which  were 
granted  prior  to  the  year  1815,  and  which  were 
supposed  by  the  collectors  to  have  .been  lost  at 
sea,  captured,"  &c. 

Whilst  the  present  state  of  our  foreign  ton- 
nage presents  nothing  calculated  to  produce  de- 
spondence, the  condition  of  that  employed  in  our 
coasting  trade  is  flourishing  beyond  example.  It 
has  been  increasing  gradually  and  rapidly  ever 
since  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution. 
In  1816  it  amounted  to  522,164  tons.  In  1822 
it  was  624,188  tons.  Thus,  it  appears  that,  in 
the  short  space  of  six  years,  it  increased  more 
than  100,000  tons.  The  same  quantity  of  ton- 
nage, in  this  trade,  affords  employment  to  a 
much  greater  number  of  sailors  than  in  the  for- 
eign trade ;  and  the  actual  tonnage  engaged  in 
each  is  now  about  equal. 

This  branch  of  our  commerce  must  grow  with 
our  growth,  and  strengthen  with  om-  strength. 
Human  foresight  cannot  calculate  its  future  ex- 
tent or  advantages,  should  it  be  directed  by  a 
wise  system  of  policy.      The  territory  of  this 
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nation  is  so  vast,  and  its  capacities  for  the  pro- 
duction and  manufacture  of  almost  every  article 
of  necessity  or  luxury  are  so  extensive,  that 
nearly  all  our  mutual  wants  will,  at  no  very 
distant  day,  be  supplied  by  a  free  and  nnre- 
stricted  commerce  with  each  other.  Besides, 
this  trade  wiU  be  a  powerful  means  of  perpetu- 
ating our  Union.  Providence,  by  rendering  the 
different  portions  of  our  country  dependent  upon 
each  other,  has  laid  the  foundations  of  that  in- 
tercourse which  will  hind  us  together  by  the 
adamantine  bonds  of  mutual  interest  and  affec- 
tion. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  it  must  strike  every  person 
with  astonishment,  who  examines  this  subject, 
that  our  foreign  tonnage  has  not  been  greatly 
diminished  since  the  general  pacification  of 
Europe.  How  has  this  interest  been  able  to 
support  itself  at  its  present  amount,  notwith- 
standing the  loss  of  the  foreign  carrying  trade  ? 
I  answer,  by  the  aid  of  Governmental  protec- 
tion ;  and,  although  this  allegation  may  be  at 
vaiiance  with  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr.  Webstee,)  I  held  myself  hound 
to  prove  it. 

In  the  year  1815  the  United  States,  believing 
her  marine  to  have  acquired  suflicient  strength 
and  vigor  to  sustain  a  competition  upon  equal 
terms  against  the  world,  proposed  to  aU  nations 
a  fair  reciprocity  of  trade.  By  the  act  of  the 
3d  of  March  of  that  year,  we  declared  that  we 
would  admit  into  onr  ports  the  vessels  of  every 
nation,  carrying  articles  the  produce  or  manu- 
facture of  such  nation,  without  levyiug  any 
other  tonnage  or  impost  duty  than  was  levied 
on  American  vessels  ;  provided  such  nation 
would  admit  into  their  ports  American  vessels, 
laden  with  American  produce  or  manufactures, 
without  imposing  any  impost  or  tonnage  duty 
beyond  that  which  was  paid  by  their  own  ves- 
sels. On  the  3d  July,  1815,  the  United  States 
concluded  a  commercial  convention  with  Great 
Britain,  founded  upon  these  principles,  so  far  as 
respected  our  trade  with  her  territories  in  Eu- 
rope ;  but  her  possessions  in  the  West  Indies, 
and  on  the  continent  of  North  America,  were 
expressly  excluded  from  its  operation. 

The.  British  Government,  after  the  general 
peace  in  Europe,  determined  to  adhere  rigidly 
to  their  colonial  system,  so  far  as  their  own 
navigation  was  concerned.  Although  they  were 
willing  that  there  should  be  a  direct  trade  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  their  West  Indian 
and  North  American  colonies,  yet  they  insisted 
that  it  should  be  carried  on  by  their  own  ves- 
sels. The  ports  of  these  colonies  were  there- 
fore closed  against  American  vessels,  and  they 
were  entirely  excluded  from  any  participation 
in  the  trade. 

"What  portion  of  onr  citizens  was  injured  by 
the  exclusion  of  American  tonnage  from  these 
ports  ?  It  was  not  the  farmer,  who  had  corn 
and  flour,  nor  the  planter,  who  had  tobac- 
co, nor  the  merchant,  who  had  lumber,  to  be 
transported  to  market.  To  them  it  was  a  mat- 
ter of  no  importance,  whether  these  articles 


were  carried  to  the  West  Indies  in  an  English 
or  an  American  vessel.  In  either  case,  they 
could  be  exchanged  for  the  same  quantity  of  rum, 
sugar,  or  molasses.  It  was  the  navigating  inter- 
est alone,  which  was  directly  injured  by  this 
regulation.  No  other  class  of  society  had  any 
concern  in  the  question,  except  that  general  one, 
which  every  good  citizen  ought  to  feel  in  pro- 
tecting the  useful  establishments  of  his  country. 
Our  navigating  interest  petitioned  Congress  for 
relief.  What  was  the  consequence  ?  For  their 
benefit,  we  conceived  tne  bold  design  of  com- 
pelling Great  Britain  to  abandon  her  colonial 
system,  and  to  break  those  fetters  in  which  she 
had  for  ages  hound  this  portion  of  her  trade. 
On  the  18tb  April,  1818,  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  passed  a  law,  declaring  that  "  the 
ports  of  the  United  States  shall  be  and  remain 
closed  against  every  vessel  owned  wholly  or  in 
part  by  a  subject  or  subjects  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty,  coming  or  arriving  from  any  port  or 
place  in  a  colony  or  territory  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty,  that  is  or  shall  be,  by  the  ordinary 
laws  of  navigation  and  trade,  closed  against  ves- 
sels owned  by  citizens  of  the  United  States." 
The  provisions  of  this  act  were  considerably  ex- 
tended by  those  of  the  supplementary  act  of 
the  15th  May,  1820. 

What,  then,  were  the  weapons  with  which 
we  commenced  this  great  undertaking?  For 
its  accomplishment,  we  depended  altogether 
upon  the  patience  and  patriotism  of  our  people. 
The  contest  was,  whether  our  citizens  interest- 
ed in  the  trade  with  the  British  colonies,  or 
those  colonies,  could  the  longest,  and  with  the 
most  fortitude,  endure  its  destruction.  How 
much  those  citizens  suffered,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  navigation  of  the  country,  will  appear  from 
the  very  able  memorial  from  Norfolk,  which 
was  presented  dm-ing  the  first  session  of  the  last 
Congress.  The  memorialists  urged  the  repeal 
of  these  acts.  They  stated  their  conviction, 
that  the  attempt  to  compel  Great  Britain  to 
abandon  her  colonial  system  was  altogether 
hopeless ;  as  slie  had  "  often  and  openly  avowed 
her  determination  not  to  abandon  it  but  with 
her  existence."  They  declared  that,  under  the 
operation  of  the  existing  laws,  their  farmers, 
their  merchants,  their  dealers  in  timber  and 
lumber,  in  fact  all  classes  of  their  citizens  were 
deprived,  in  a  great  measure,  of  their  former 
resources,  and  were,  many  of  them,  burdened 
with  debts  which  they  were  unable  to  pay. 
This  picture,  drawn  by  the  inhabitants  of  Noi'- 
fplk,  of  their  sufferings  for  the  benefit  of  our 
navigation,  is  applicable  to  every  other  part  of 
the  Union  interested  in  the  trade  with  the 
British  West  Indies. 

The  spirit  of  the  country,  however,  nobly 
sustained  its  navigation  in  this  contest.  The 
great  agricultural  interest  stood  unmoved.  They 
were  wOling  to  suffer  for  the  benefit  of  the 
ship-owners.  Congress  refused  to  repeal  these 
acts. 

Our  bold  policy  finally  tiiumphed,  and,  on  the 
24:th  June,  1822,  an  act  of  the  British  ParHa- 
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ment  repealed  their  colonial  system  in  favor  of 
the  United  States,  and  opened  their  ports  in 
the  West  Indies  and  North  America  to  vessels 
helonging  to  our  citizens.  And  yet,  notwith- 
standing, the  navigating  interest  complain  that 
they  have  been  left  unprotected  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  struggle  against  the  world. 

Here,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  will  take  leave  to  remark, 
that  I  was  astonished  to  hear  it  alleged  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webstee,) 
that  this  concession,  made  by  the  British  Gov- 
ernment in  favor  of  our  navigation,  was  an 
evidence  that  they  were  departing  from  their 
restrictive  system.  No,  su-;  if  it  proves  any 
thing,  it  is  the  efficiency  of  this  system.  This 
concession  was  extorted  from  them  by  the 
adoption  of  our  countervailing  restrictions,  and 
is  strong  testimony  in  favor  of  the  power  of 
that  policy,  when  properly  exercised,  to  obtain 
justice  from  foreign  nations.  However  much 
English  statesmen  may  talk  about  the  new  doc- 
trine of  the  freedom  of  trade,  they  take  care  to 
act,  in  every  case  of  importance,  upon  their  old 
principles.  It  is,  therefore,  not  improbable, 
that  the  scraps  of  speeches  made  by  my  Lord 
Liverpool,  and  others,  which  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Webstee)  has  collect- 
ed and  read  to  this  House,  have  found  their 
way  to  the  very  market  for  which  they  were 
intended.  Should  this  bill  be  defeated  at  the 
present  session,  as  I  trust  it  will  not,  I  have  no 
doubt  but  that  we  shall  have  a  fresh  supply 
of  the  same  articles  imported  before  the  next 
session  of  Congress.  In  Great  Britain  they 
dread  nothing  more  than  the  adoption  by  our 
country  of  that  system,  which  the  Speaker  has 
aptly  styled  the  American  policy.  Eest  as- 
sured, sir,  they  wiU  leave  no  means  untried  to 
defeat  it. 

I  will  mention  one  other  example  to  show 
with  what  care,  and  at  what  expense  to  the 
other  interests  of  the  country,  this  Government 
has  fostered,  and  I  admit  wisely,  its  navigation. 
Prance,  immediately  after  she  had  extricated 
herself  from  the  long  wars  in  which  she  had 
been  involved,  devoted  herself  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  arts  of  peace.  Among  other  things, 
she  immediately  dii-eoted  her  attention  towards 
her  marine.  She  was  anxious  to  obtain  the  ex- 
clusive privilege  of  carrying  those  of  our  pro- 
ductions which  she  used  in  her  manufactures. 
For  this  purpose  she  established  discriminating 
duties  in  favor  of  cotton,  tobacco,  and  potashes, 
imported  in  her  own  vessels,  which  are  equiva- 
lent to  a  tonnage  duty  of  from  $18  to  $21  per 
ton.  The  navigating  interest  of  the  United 
States  took  the  alarm,  and  memorialized  Con- 
gress upon  the  subject.  To  that  interest  Con- 
gress never  lent  a  deaf  ear.  On  the  15th  of 
May,  1820,  an  act  passed,  which  imposed  a 
countervailing  duty  of  $18  per  ton,  upon  all 
French  vessels  entering  the  ports  of  the  United 
States.  The  consequence  of  this  measure  was 
the  suspension,  in  a  great  degree,  of  the  direct 
trade  between  this  country  and  France.  That 
profitable  branch  of  our  commerce  was  at  once 


sacrificed  to  promote  the  interests  of  our  navi- 
gation. The  House  will  readily  perceive  to 
what  degree  that  portion  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  who  had  commodities  to  be  carried 
to  market  in  France,  must  have  suffered  under 
the  operation  of  this  system.  They,  however, 
suffered  without  murmuring ;  because  they 
knew  that  their  misfortunes  were  intended  to 
benefit  that  class  of  their  fellow-citizens  con- 
cerned in  navigation. 

Our  countervailing  duties  on  French  ton- 
nage produced  the  desired  effect.  On  the 
24th  June,  1822,  the  very  day  on  which  the 
British  Parliament  opened  their  colonial  ports 
to  our  vessels,  the  convention  with  France 
was  concluded,  which  placed  our  carrying 
trade  with  that  country  upon  a  fair  and  recip- 
rocal basis. 

From  this  brief  history,  we  have  learned  that 
the  patience  and  patriotism  of  the  people  of  this 
country  have  obtained  for  their  foreign  naviga- 
tion a  signal  triumph  over  both  England  and 
France;  and  have  opened  new  and  profitable 
avennes  for  its  enterprise.  And  yet  the  Eepre- 
sentatives  of  that  interest  upon  this  floor,  com- 
plain loudly  that  it  has  been  left  unprotected. 
They  make  this  complaint  in  the  face  of  a  system 
of  legislation  in  its  favor,  which  is  unparalleled 
in  the  annals  of  the  country  in  regard  to  any 
other  object.  The  Government  watched  over  its 
infancy  with  parental  care,  and  afforded  it  pro- 
tection against  foreign  rivals,  whilst  such  pro- 
tection was  necessary.  When  it  had  attained 
sufficient  vigor  to  fear  no  rival — when  a  fair 
competition  with  all  nations  was  that  which  it 
most  desired,  the  Government  obtained  for  it 
this  important  advantage.  Now,  when  it  is  in 
a  prosperous  situation,  having  got  every  thing 
which  it  asked,  it  is  the  first  to  cry  out  against 
affording  a  comparatively  trifling  protection  to 
other  branches  of  American  industry.  Is  this 
gratitude?  Is  it  even-handed  justice?  Is  it 
doing  unto  others  as  you  would  they  should 
do  unto  you  ? 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  prove,  that  the  navi- 
gation of  the  country  is  perfectly  able  to  bear 
the  additional  duty  upon  hemp  and  iron  pro- 
posed in  the  bill,  as  reported  by  the  Committee 
on  Manufactures.  In  order  to  establish  this 
position,  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  add  much 
to  what  I  have  already  said.  For  the  sake  of 
the  argument,  I  shall  suppose,  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webstbb,)  that 
the  small  additional  duties  upon  these  articles 
will  be  permanent  additional  burdens  to  that 
amount  imposed  upon  our  navigation.  Even 
under  this  view  of  the  subject,  that  interest  is 
able  to  bear  them ;  and  considering  what  has 
been  done  for  it  by  the  country,  ought  to  bear 
them  for  the  common  good,  without  a  murmur. 

The  House,  I  feel  certain,  will  understand,  I 
do  not  admit  that  these  additional  duties  will 
continue  to  be  additional  burdens  upon  the 
navigating  interest.  On  the  contrary,  I  firmly 
believe  that  the  domestic  competition  which 
must  necessarily  spring  up  under  this  proteo- 
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tion,  will,  in  a  few  years,  reduce  tlie  price  both 
of  hemp  and  of  iron. 

These  additional  duties  cannot  injure  the  ton- 
nage employed  in  our  coasting  trade.  This  por- 
tion of  our  navigation,  which,  in  1822,  was 
nearly  equal  to  that  engaged  in  foreign  trade, 
and  which  must  increase  rapidly,  has  no  com- 
petition to  dread.  It  enjoys  a  monopoly.  It 
will,  therefore,  sustain  no  loss  in  consequence 
of  the  additional  duties,  because,  in  proportion 
as  you  enhance  the  price  of  the  vessel,  you  will 
increase  the  freight.  The  case  might  be  differ- 
ent, if  foreign  competition  were  not  altogether 
excluded.  Would  it  not,  then,  be  just,  that  this 
portion  of  our  tonnage  should  be  compelled  to 
use  the  hemp  and  iron  of  our  own  production, 
even  at  an  advanced  price  ?  We  have  estab- 
lished a  prohibitory  system  in  its  favor — should 
not,  then,  the  same  rule  be  adopted  in  favor  of 
our  farmers  and  manufacturers,  at  least  so  far 
as  respects  the  hemp  and  iron  necessary  in  the 
construction  and  repair  of  the  vessels  which  it 
employs  ?  The  bill  before  the  House,  however, 
instead  of  proceeding  thus  far,  only  imposes  a 
small  additional  duty  upon  these  articles,  and 
yet  it  has  been  denounced,  as  though  it  would 
prostrate  the  navigation  of  the  country. 

I  admit,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  our  foreign  ton- 
nage must  enter  into  competition  with  the 
world,  and,  therefore,  it  stands  upon  a  different 
basis  from  that  employed  in  our  coastiog  trade. 
Under  these  circumstances,  can  it  endure  the 
proposed  additional  duties?  I  answer  boldly 
in  the  affirmative.  The  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts (Mr.  Wbbstee)  has  stated,  that  all 
the  materials  of  ship-building,  except  the  tim- 
ber, are  cheaper  in  England  than  in  this 
country. 

This  may  be,  and  no  doubt  is  the  case.  But 
is  not  timber  the  chief,  and  by  far  the  most  ex- 
pensive material  in  the  construction  of  a  ship  ? 
In  England  they  are  compelled  to  purchase 
this  article  in  foreign  countries,  and  to  pay  the 
heavy  expense  of  its  transportation ;  whilst  we 
possess  it  in  abundance  at  home.  The  conse- 
quence is,  that  a  ship  of  the  same  tonnage  may 
be  built  much  cheaper  in  this  country  than  in 
England.  We  have  the  testimony  of  the  Mer- 
cantile Society  of  New  York  to  this  effect.  The 
Committee  of  Manufactures,  before  they  report- 
ed their  bill  to  this  House  in  January,  1821, 
addressed  certain  questions  to  the  Society,  two 
of  which,  with  their  answers,  I  will  take  leave 
to  read  to  the  House : 

"  Question.  What  is  the  cost  of  a  British  ship  of 
eay  300  tons  ?  What  of  an  American  of  the  sama 
force  and  burden ;  and,  generally,  the  difference  in 
the  price  of  shipping,  by  the  ton,  in  each  country 
completely  equipped? 

Answer.  A  British  ship  of  300  tons,  equipped  for 
sea,  will  cost  $24,000,  or  $80  per  ton.  An  American 
ship  of  the  same  quality,  will  cost  $18,000,  or  $60 
per  ton. 

Question.  The  quantity  of  iron  and  cordage  to  the 
100  tons  of  shipping  ? 

Answer.  It  wUl  require  four  tons  of  iron,  1,500  lbs. 


of  copper  bolts,  i\  tons  cordage,  and  20  bolts  of  duck 
to  the  100  tons." 

In  answer  to  another  question,  the  same  So- 
ciety state,  that  "foreign  vessels  would  not 
have  a  preference,  in  our  ports,  over  American 
built  vessels,  unless  at  a  reduction  in  freight  of 
25  per  cent.,  or  advantages  equivalent,  at  the 
port  of  destination." 

Thus,  it  appears  that  the  additional  duty  of 
$7  50  per  ton,  proposed  upon  iron  by  the  bill, 
as  reported,  on  a  shin  of  300  tons  burden,  would 
amount  only  to  $90,^d  that  upon  hemp  would 
be  equal  to  about  $200.  How,  then,  sir,  can 
this  additional  duty  of  |290  upon  a  ship  of  300 
tons,  seriously  injure,  much  less  destroy,  our 
navigation  ?  Is  it  possible  we  can,  in  the  slight- 
est degree,  be  alarmed  by  such  a  clamor,  when 
we  consider  that  a  vessel  of  this  description 
now  costs,  in  England,  our  great  rival  in 
navigation,  |6,000  more  than  it  does  in  our 
country? 

It  has  been  urged,  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webstee,)  against  the  pro- 
posed additional  duties  on  hemp  and  iron,  that 
if  a  sufficient  quantity  of  these  articles  to  sup- 
ply the  domestic  demand,  were  produced  in 
this  country,  that  our  navigating  interest  would 
lose  their  freight  from  Russia  and  Sweden. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  has  it  come  to  this  ?  Shall  we 
be  compelled  to  purchase  articles  in  foreign 
countries  for  no  other  reason  but  to  increase 
the  employment  for  our  navigation  ?  Are  aU 
the  other  interests  of  the  country  to  be  sacri- 
ficed, that  the  welfare  of  this  one  may  be  pro- 
moted? I  trust  not.  It  appears  to  me  that  the 
bare  statement  of  this  argument  is  its  best  refuta- 
tion. We  are  asked  to  buy  hemp  and  iron  from 
foreigners — we  are  called  upon  to  transport  our 
wealth  to  distant  countries  to  pay  for  these 
articles — and  for  what  reason?  Not  that  we 
cannot  produce  them  in  abundance  for  our- 
selves ;  not  that  we  need  them ;  but  simply  be- 
cause the  favored  class  of  our  citizens  concern- 
ed in  navigation  want  to  enjoy  the  advantages 
resulting  from  their  carriage.  You  must,  sir, 
purchase  the  merchandise,  that  they  may  re- 
ceive the  freight.  I  am  glad  the  gentleman  has 
come  out  boldly  and  avowed  this  position. 

After  what  I  have  already  said,  it  will  be 
necessary  I  should  add  a  few  words  only,  con- 
cerning the  Navy ;  because  it  is  manifest  that 
it  cannot  be  injured  by  the  additional  duties 
upon  hemp  and  iron,  if  I  have  taken  a  correct 
view  of  their  operation  upon  our  ship-building 
and  our  navigation.  I  feel  myself  constrained, 
however,  to  make  one  or  two  observations  on 
this  subject. 

I  am  a  sincere  friend  to  the  Navy.  One  of 
the  earliest  political  maxims  impressed  upon  my 
mind  was,  that  it  would  be  our  most  safe  and 
natural  bulwark  against  foreign  invasion.  This 
opinion  has  been  confirmed  by  the  victories 
which  it  achieved  during  the  late  war — vic- 
tories which  have  equally  covered  both  itself 
and  the  nation  with  glory.    I  would,  therefore. 
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warn  its  true  friends  to  have  a  care  how  they 
introduce  it  into  every  debate  upon  the  subject 
of  this  tariff.  Like  all  the  other  institutions 
of  this  country,  it  must  depend,  for  its  support, 
upon  public  opinion.  Withdraw  that  from  it, 
and  it  must  and  will  sink.  Are  those  gentle- 
men, then,  its  genuine  friends  who  wield  it  as 
the  chief  weapon  of  opposition  against  the 
present  bill  ? 

If,  whenever  any  measure  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  domestic  industry  of  the  country,  and 
to  benefit  its  landed  interest,  shall  be  introduc- 
ed into  Congress,  the  cry  is  resounded,  that  it 
cannot  be  adopted,  because  thereby  you  may 
injure  the  Favy ;  the  people  will  at  last  begin 
to  believe  that  there  is  something  incompatible 
between  their  prosperity  and  its  existence.  If 
they  shall  at  any  time  he  impressed  with  this 
conviction,  which  I  trust  in  God  they  never 
may,  but  to  which  the  course  of  argument  that 
has  been  pursued  by  the  enemies  of  this  biU 
directly  leads,  its  swift  destruction  ■jvill  be  the 
inevitable  consequence.  The  people  wiU.  not 
continue  to  sustain  an  institution  which  they 
have  been  taught  to  believe  stands  as  a  perpetual 
barrier  against  the  adoption  of  any  system,  cal- 
culated to  encourage  the  agriculture  and  manu- 
factures of  the  country,  and  for  the  promotion 
of  whose  glory  their  own  welfare  must  be  the 
sacrifice.  The  Navy  has  nothing  to  fear  except 
from  such  friends  and  from  itself.  Eecent 
events  have  alarmed  its  true  friends  with  seri- 
ous apprehensions  that  it  has  become  intoxicat- 
ed with  prosperity,  and  has  been  relaxing  in 
discipline.  If,  at  this  moment,  when  such  im- 
pressions are  abroad  throughout  the  land,  it 
shall  be  made  the  instrument  by  which  this  bUl 
shall  be  defeated,  and  you  should  pass  the  one 
now  on  your  table  creating  a  magnificent  estab- 
lishment of  vice  admirals  and  rear  admirals,  the 
consequence  may  be  justly  dreaded.  Should 
these  measures  not  shake  its  standing  in  the 
opinion  of  the  people,  I  confess  for  one  I  shall 
be  disappointed.  Thanking  the  House  for  their 
attention,  I  shall  not  trouble  them  longer  upon 
the  subject,  having  already  said  much  more 
than  I  intended  when  I  rose. 

When  Mr.  Bttoelanan  had  taken  his  seat — 
Mr.  Stbwaet,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose,  and  spoke 
at  large  in  favor  of  the  biU,  and  in  reply  to 
Messrs.  Webstke,  MoDuffie,  and  Hamilton; 
and  when  he  concluded,  the  question  was  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays,  at  a  quarter  before  four 
o'clock,  when  the  House  agreed  to  the  reduction 
— yeas  120,  nays  85. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  then  made,  and  car- 
ried— ayes  102,  noes  90. 
So  the  House  adjourned. 


Satuedat,  April  10. 

United  States  Purchases  (^f  Land  for  Federal 
Purposes  within  the  States. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion submitted  by  Mr.  Waefield  on  the  6th 


instant ;  and  the  same  being  modified,  was 
agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  submitted  to  this 
House  a  statement  of  the  several  purchases  of  real 
estate  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  within  the 
territorial  limits  of  any  State,  since  the  4th  day  of 
July,  1776,  for  public  purposes,  in  pursuance  of  any 
act  of  Congress,  or  by  any  department  or  officer  of 
the  General  Government,  denoting  in  each  case  the 
particular  authority  under  which  each  purchase  was 
made  ;  its  date,  and  the  end  or  use  for  which  it  was 
effected ;  the  nature  of  the  estate  thereby  acquired ; 
and  the  person  or  persons  by  whom .  and  to  whom 
such  estate  was  conveyed ;  together  with  the  fact 
whether  such  purchase  was  or  was  not  accompanied 
with  the  express  consent  of  the  State  of  whose  ter- 
ritory such  real  estate  constituted  a  part ;  and  in  the 
former  case  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  special 
jurisdiction  accompanied  the  cession  or  conveyance. 

The  Tariff  Bill. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being 
the  further  consideration  of  the  amendments 
agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  the 
bill  "to  amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing 
duties  on  imports,"  was  again  taken  up. 

The  question  being  put  on  concurring  in  the 
insertion  of  the  following  clause :  "  On  5l  other 
fire  arms,  and  on  side  arms,  30  per  aeat.adiiah- 
rem.^'  Mr.  Randolph  said  he  could  not  con- 
sent that  the  people  should  be  taxed,  even  if  it 
were  but  a  penny  or  two  a  pound  upon  tea, 
without  knowing  who  taxed  them ;  he,  there- 
fore, called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the 
question.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  accordingly 
taken — ^yeaa  123,  nays  59. 

So  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Several  other  amendments,  to  reduce  the 
proposed  duty  on  scythes,  to  strike  out  the 
duty  on  fowling-pieces,  drawing-knives,  &c., 
were  agreed  to. 


Frying  Pans. 

On  the  amendment  which  proposes  to  strike 
out  the  duty  of  25  cents  each  on  fiying  pans, 
and  insert  four  cents  per  pound,  as  the  duty, 
Mr.  Eandolph  said  this  also  was  a  tax  on  the 
people,  and  he  must  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  it.  A  short  discussion  took  place  upon 
the  propriety  of  this  amendment,  between  Messrs. 
MoDtjffie,  Tod,  Cambbelkng,  and  Shaepe. 
The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  by 
yeas  168,  nays  25. 

So  this  amendment,  also,  was  concurred  in. 

The  several  amendments,  proposing  to  strike 
out  the  duty  on  griddles  and  gridirons,  on 
indigo,  and  on  Prussian  blue,  and  to  increase 
the  duty  on  Epsom  salts  from  three  to  four 
cents  per  lb.,  and  to  insert  a  duty  on  rape  seed 
oil,  were  severally  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  put  on  concurring  in  the 
insertion  of  the  clause,  "  On  molasses  ten  cents 
per  gallon,"  was  decided  by  yeas  65,  nays  132. 

So  this  amendment  was  rejected. 
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The  next  amendment,  proposing  to  strike  out 
the  second  section  of  the  bill,  which  provides 
that  "  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  aU  articles  com- 
posed or  mixed  of  various  materials,  shall  pay 
the  highest  duty  to  which  articles  maniifactnred 
from  any  of  such  materials  are  subject,"  was 
agreed  to. 

.  The  amendment  proposing  to  strike  out  the 
third  section  of  the  bill,  which  provides  that 
there  shall  be  added  to  the  duty  imposed  on 
any  article  the  amount  of  bounty  or  premium 
allowed  on  that  article,  in  the  country  from 
which  the  same  is  exported,  was  decided  by 
yeas  144,  nays  53. 
So  this  amendment  was  concurred  in. 
The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, proposing  a  new  section  to  the  bill,  to 
allow  a  drawback  on  silk  goods,  which  may 
have  been  unpacked  for  the  purpose  of  dyeing, 
staining,  printing,  or  cleansing  them  from  stains, 
&c.,  the  same  as  if  they  had  not  been  so  un- 
packed, passed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  amendment  adopted  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  specifying  the  different  duties  on  wines, 
was  then  taken  up.  Some  remarks  were  made 
upon  this  subject  by  Messrs.  Weight  and 
MoKiM. 

Mr.  MoKiM  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  inserting  "Burgundy,  Ohampagne,  Ehenish, 
and  Tokay,"  as  subject  to  the  same  duty  as  is 
imposed  on  Madeira  wine,  say  70  cents  per  gal- 
lon.   This  was  agreed  to. 

The  same  member  moved  to  exempt  from  the 
operation  of  the  amendment  such  Spanish  wines 
as  were  not  enumerated  in  it,  so  as  to  leave 
them  subject  to  the  duty  already  imposed; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  same  member,  also,  moved  to  reduce  the 
proposed'  duty  on  "Fayal  and  all  other  wines 
from  the  Western  Islands,"  from  40  to  30  cents 
per  gallon.     This  was  not  agreed  to. 

He  then  moved  to  reduce  the  proposed  duty 
on  Malaga  wine  from  30  to  25  cents  per  gallon ; 
which  was  also  disagreed  to. 

He  then  moved  to  strike  out  "50  per  cent, 
ad  valorem,"  as  the  duty  to  be  imposed  on 
"  Claret  wines,  and  all  other  wines  not  before 
enumerated,  in  bottles,"  and  insert  in  lieu  there- 
of "  30  cents  per  gallon."  This  was  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Webstbe  and  Mu-lee,  and  supported 
by  Mr.  McKim.     It  was  not  adopted. 

Mr.  PooT,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  clause  imposing  a  duty  on  Claret  and 
Malaga  wines.  The  amendment  was  not  adopt- 
ed. 

Mr.  FoESTTH  then  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  striking  it  out,  and  inserting  a 
new  section,  imposing  a  duty  of  50  per  cent,  ad 
valorem  on  all  wines  imported  in  bottles  and 
cases ;  and  on  all  wines  imported  otherwise  than 
in  bottles,  40  per  cent. ;  provided  that  no  duty 
on  any  wine  shall  ever  exceed  100  cents  per 
gallon.  This  was  advocated  by  the  mover,  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Webstee  and  Polnsett.  It 
was  not  agreed  to. 
The  question  was  then  taken  upon  concurring 
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in  the  amendment  as  agreed  to  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  as  amended  by  the  House,  and  was 
decided  by  yeas  66,  nays  126. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  ToD  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  to  the  clause  which  now  reads  thus: 
"  On  cotton  bagging  four  and  a  half  cents  per 
square  yard,"  the  words,  "  until  the  30th  day 
of  June  next,  and  six  cents  per  square  yard  after 
that  time."  This  amendment  was  supported  by 
Messrs.  Tod,  Cook,  LET0HEE,and  Weioht,  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Beent,  Cobb,  Owes,  and 

MoDuEFIE. 

The  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tod  was 
decided  by  yeas  97,  nays  99. 

So  the  motion  of  Mi\  Tod  was  rejected. 
The  House  then  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 


Wednesday,  April  12. 
Water  to  the  President's  Souse,  and  the  Execu- 
tive  Offices. 
Mr.  OomjEE  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table,  for  consideration  to-morrow,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
detailed  account  of  the  manner  in  which  the  $9,125 
have  been  disbursed,  which  was  appropriated  by  the 
act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1819,  for  purchasing  a  lot  of 
land,  and  for  constructing  pipes  for  supplying  the 
Executive  offices  and  President's  house  with  water. 
Also,  a  detailed  account  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
$10,000  have  been  expended,  which  was  appropriated 
by  the  act  of  the  30th  of  April,  1818,  for  gradualiag 
and  improving  the  President's  square. 

The  Tariff  Bill^Woollens. 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  unfinished 
business  of  yesterday,  which  was  the  consider- 
ation of  the' Tariff  bill,  when — 
.  Mr.  Rich  moved  to  strike  out  the  minimum 
valuation  (of  forty  cents  per  yard)  on  woollens, 
and  to  insert,  after  the  words  "  on  all  manufac- 
tures of  wool,  or  of  which  wool  shaU  be  a  com- 
ponent part,  a  duty  of  thirty  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem, until  June  30th,  1825,  and  after  that  time 
a  duty  of  thirty-three  and  one-thu'd  per  cent. 
ad  valorem,''''  the  following  words:  "  until  June 
30,  1826,  and  after  that  time  a  duty  of  thirty- 
seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  ad  valorem.'''' 

Mr.  MoKrM  advocated  the  amendment  in  a 
l&w  observations. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker:  A  distinguished  member,  to 
whom  I  shall  not  now  allude,  for  reasons  which 
wUl  be  weU  understood,  but  whose  arguments 
win  not  plead  privilege,  in  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  has  told  us,  "  That  the  great  lead- 
ing policy  of  this  Government  must  be  changed ;" 
"  that  a  new  system  must  be  adopted;"  "that 
we  must  become  a  great  manufacturing  nation ;" 
that  the  people  of  these  United  States  must  no 
longer  be  permitted  to  pursue  the  occupations  of 
their  own  choice,  or  employ  their  capital  and 
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their  industry  in  those  pursuits  to  which  their 
own  good  judgment,  or  their  natural  advantages, 
their  education,  and  their  skill,  are  best  adapted; 
but  the  farmer  must  leave  his  plough,  and  the 
sailor  his  ship,  and  the  merchant  his  counting 
house,  and  be  immured  within  the  walls  of  large 
manufacturing  establishments;  that  your  agri- 
culture and  your  commerce  must  become 
tributary  to  manufactures;  that  agriculture, 
the  mother,  and  commerce,  the  elder  sister, 
must  be  sacrificed  to  the  ambition  of  man- 
ufactures, the  younger  sister,  the  miss  in  her 
teens.  This  is  the  new,  this  is  the  grand 
system  of  policy,  which  you  propose  to  force 
upon  the  good  people  of  these  United  States. 

Sir,  you  will  soon  find  your  impotence  and 
your  weakness  in  this  attempt.  The  people  are 
yet  your  masters,  although  you  may  think  them 
your  slaves.  Before  you  can  efiect  this  gi-eat 
change  in  the  leading  policy  of  the  country, 
you  must  first  make  the  people  slaves.  I  am 
well  aware,  if  you  could  carry  your  new  sys- 
tem of  policy  into  full  and  complete  effect,  the 
people  would  soon  become  slaves ;  the  genius 
and  spirit  of  your  Government  would  be  en- 
tirely changed ;  the  equal  distribution  of  prop- 
erty, on  which  alone  a  fi-ee  government  can 
long  exist,  and  the  independent  spirit  of  our 
hardy  yeomanry,  would  soon  be  destroyed; 
your  Government  changed  into  a  purse-proud 
aristocracy,  and  your  population  become  lords 
and  tenants. 

But  this  you  cannot  effect.  Any  attempt  to 
force  the  people  of  these  States  into  this  silk- 
worm policy,  by  the  magic  power  of  your  tariff 
bills,  will  prove  abortive.  Their  habits  are  too 
deeply  rooted.  The  great  variety  and  fertility 
of  soil,  the  immense  extent  of  territory,  and  the 
ocean  which  washes  nearly  three  thousand  mUes 
of  your  coast ;  the  majestic  navigable  rivers 
which,  like  the  grand  arteries  in  the  human 
body,  flow  from  the  heart  of  your  country  to 
the  ocean,  speak  a  language  which  cannot  be 
misunderstood,  and  never  will  be  disobeyed ; 
you  must,  and  will,  be  a  great  agricultural  and 
commercial  nation,  in  spite  of  all  your  legisla- 
tion. 

You  may,  by  your  restrictions,  embarrass  and 
fetter  their  enterprise  for  a  short  period;  you 
may  legislate  them  into  adversity,  but  it 
is  impossible  to  legislate  a  people  into  pros- 
perity. 

The  greatest  degree  of  national  and  individual 
wealth  is  obtained  by  permitting  labor,  skiU, 
and  capital,  to  find  their  own  employment  and 
investment  unshackled,  and  encourage  a  free 
and  unrestricted  trade.  Every  attempt  of 
Government  to  direct  or  regulate  the  employ- 
ment of  capital,  or  enterprise,  is  mischievous. 
The  only  object  of  a  wise  Government  should 
be,  to  remove  obstructions  to  the  free  use  of 
capital  and  industry.  The  politicians  of  Great 
Britain  have  become  sensible  of  the  truth  of 
this  position,  and  are  receding  from  the  system 
of  arbitrary  dictation  and  restrictions,  and  shall 
we  now  plunge  into  it  ?    Shall  we,  at  this  time, 


put  on  the  tattered  garments  of  an  exploded 
policy  ? 

The  power  to  regulate  commerce  was  never 
designed  to  authorize  its  destruction,  or  pre- 
scribe its  channels.  It  may  be,  and  often  is, 
necessary  to  suspend  it  by  embargo,  for  a  time, 
as  the  most  eflBcient  mode  of  protection ;  but 
the  interests  of  agriculture  or  manufactures 
cannot  be  improved  by  continued  i-estrictions 
on  commerce. 

"What  will  be  the  effect  of  imposing  heavy 
duties  on  the  produce  and  inanufactures  of  other 
countries,  but  retaliation,  by  similar,  or  perhaps 
even  higher  duties  on  our  productions  in  their 
ports,  which  will  drive  us  entirely  from  their 
markets,  and  turn  the  channel  of  their  trade  to 
other  countries,  for  those  supplies  which  we 
can  furnish  in  abundance?  And,  while  we  are 
destroying  our  commerce,  in  the  wretched  at- 
tempt to  foster  our  manufactures  by  law,  Europe 
will  monopolize  the  whole  trade  with  the  South 
American  States,  and  we  shall  find,  to  our  cost, 
that  there  is  no  foreign  market  for  our  man- 
ufactures, which  have  been  nursed  with  so  much 
care  in  this  hot-bed  system ;  but  we  must  be 
compelled  to  use  our  own  manufactures,  and 
agriculture  must  pay  the  increased  price,  and 
make  up  the  deficiency  in  our  revenue,  while 
the  produce,  as  well  of  agriculture  as  manufac- 
tures, will  be  confined  to  home  consumption. 
I  ask,  win  this  increase  your  wealth  and  your 
independence  ?  WiU  this  furnish  a  market  for 
your  surplus  produce?  Will  this  encourage 
domestic  industry  ? 

Commerce  has  afforded  yon  about  $400,000,- 
000  of  revenue!  "Will  your  manufacturers, 
without  a  foreign  market,  be  able  to  supply  the 
deficit  of  duty  on  imports?  Can  you  collect 
twenty  millions  of  dollars  annually  from  man- 
ufactures, even  if  you  could  transform  all  your 
hardy  seamen  and  farmers  into  spinners  and 
weavers?  Your  manufacturing  interest  gen- 
erally, even  now,  is  less  depressed  than  your 
agriculture  and  commerce,  when  skilfully  and 
prudently  managed.  "What  stronger  evidence 
of  this  fact  can  there  be,  than  that  manufactur- 
ing capital  is  rapidly  increasing?  You  have 
already  afforded  protection  to  this  branch  of 
industry,  equal  to  nearly  40  per  cent,  on  the 
cost  of  your  fabrics;  and  i^  with  this  bounty, 
they  cannot  compete  with  foreign  manufactures, 
at  home,  I  think  it  would  puzzle  the  ingenuity 
of  that  gentleman,  aided  by  the  whole  host  of 
professional  gentlemen,  to  show  how  our  man- 
ufactures are  to  find  a  fair  competition  in  fore- 
ign markets,  when  you  add  to  the  original  cost 
the  freight  and  insurance  to  a  foreign  market. 

In  our  country,  sir,  every  branch  of  lawM 
industry  is  entitled  to  an  equal  portion  of  your 
fostering  care,  and  has  a  right  to  demand  equal 
protection  from  the  Governmetit.  Your  tariff 
bin,  by  taxing  one  interest  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  another,  operates  as  a  bounty,  which 
lays  every  other  interest  under  contribution  for 
the  support  of  the  manufacturer,  and,  is,  there- 
fore, unequal  and  unjust ;  it  taxes  the  many  for 


DEBATES  OF  CONaEESS. 


747 


Aphu,,  1824.] 


The  Tariff  BUI— Woollens. 


[H.  OF  K. 


the  support  of  a  few.  As  a  general  principle, 
the  perfect  freedom  of  trade  or  commerce,  whicli 
is  the  interchange  of  commodities,  should  never 
be  restricted  or  burdened,  except  for  the  neces- 
sary purpose  of  revenue,  in  the  benefits  of  which 
every  portion  of  the  community  is  interested ; 
and  by  universal  consent,  every  well-regulated 
Government  has  resorted  to  it. 

The  policy  of  England,  which  the  gentleman 
has  taken  as  a  model  for  his  new  American  pol- 
icy, is  quoted  by  the  advocates  of  this  bill  to 
prove  its  utility,  and  the  necessity  of  adopting 
this  new  system  of  political  economy. 

Sir,  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  tbis  sub- 
ject is  not  better  understood.  Her  wisest  states- 
men deprecate  that  policy,  to  which  they  have 
been  driven  by  necessity,  in  order  to  meet  the 
enormous  expenses  incurred  in  her  long-pro- 
tracted continental  wars.  Her  system  of  boun- 
ties, and  drawbacks  of  excise,  which  some  of 
our  knoVing  ones  seem  to  admire,  and  to  con- 
sider as  the  true  philosopher's  stone,  the  magic 
wand  which  has  produced  her  great  wealth,  is 
nothing  but  the  miserable  effect  of  her  other- 
wise ruinous  system  of  restriction ;  and  the  gen- 
tleman might  have  found  the  table  of  the  Brit- 
ish Parliament  groaning  under  the  petitions  of 
her  suffering  subjects,  painting  in  colors  equally 
glowing  with  his  own  description  of  imaginary 
distress  in  this  happy  country,  and  signed  by 
ten  times  the  number  of  half-starved  victims 
which  have  been  obtained  by  hawking  petitions 
about  our  country  for  signatures.  Her  system 
is  a  mere  opiate  to  relieve  extreme  distress — a 
dose  of  poisonous  or  noxious  drugs  to  counteract 
a  raging  disease,  and  the  temporary  relief,  af- 
forded by  this  violent  remedy,  has  been  mis- 
taken by  some  of  our  political  doctors  as  evi- 
dence of  perfect  health  in  the  body  politic. 

I  cannot,  I  will  not  believe  that  the  zealous 
admirers  of  British  policy ;  the  warm  advocates 
of  this  wonderful  tai'iff  biU — ^this  patent  medi- 
cine, which  is  to  cure  all  diseases,  really  intend- 
ed to  hazard  the  operation  of  this  "  nostrum" 
as  a  mere  experiment  upon  the  healthy,  youth- 
ful, and  vigorous  constitution  of  our  infant 
country,  merely  to  test  its  effects;  that  they 
mean  to  produce  disease  merely  to  show  their 
skill  in  curing  the  patient.  No,  sir;  gentle- 
men, in  my  humble  opinion,  have  been  deceived 
by  the  visionary  dreams  of  pamphleteers  and 
poUtical  quacks,  who  have  inundated  this  coun- 
try with  their  "specifics"  and  " nostrums ;" 
who  have  conjured  up  imaginary  scenes  of 
distress,  borrowed,  perhaps,  from  novels,  or 
the  effusions  of  a  fervid  imagination  in  painting 
scenes  of  distress  in  other  countries  to  which 
we  are  total  strangers ;  or,  perhaps,  merely  for 
the  mercenary  purpose  of  finding  a  catch-penny 
market  for  their  books,  by  the  relation  of  horrid 
tales,  made  up  to  frighten  old  women  or  cred- 
ulous children : — ^hke  the  story  of  the  "  Jersey 
dancers,  who  were  represented  as  having  danced 
their  fei;t  off  to  the  fiddle  of  the  Arch  Deceiver, 
and  were  left  dancing  on  the  stumps  of  their 
legs  after  the  feet  were  worn  oflT." 


I  ask  any  member  of  this  committee  if  he  has 
seen  any  such  picture  of  extreme  distress  in  tbis 
country?  A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  Beowjt,)  on  the  subject  of  iron,  indeed, 
told  us,  he  had  seen  a  sheriff  hovering  about 
his  iron  works,  and  probably,  the  iron  was  hot ; 
but  I  did  not  understand  him  to  say  that  any 
of  the  owners  or  workmen  were  starving  for 
want  of  bread ;  or  tliat  there  was  any  in.surreo- 
tion  or  rebellion  against  the  laws ;  or  that  the 
bloody  scenes  of  Manchester  were  exhibited  in 
the  State  founded  By  the  peaceful  Penn. 

That  the  golden  days  of  our  prosperity  have 
continued  unclouded  to  the  present  time,  no  one 
wUl  claim.  The  whole  civilized  world  has  re- 
ceived a  shock  by  the  sudden  transition  from  a 
state  of  imiversal  war  to  imiversal  peace.  The 
best  remedy  is  i-epose;  universal  languor  and 
lassitude  is  the  natural  effect  which  is  uniform- 
ly produced  by  Violent  exercise;  and  unusual 
excitement  in  the  human  body,  and  rest  and 
quiet  repose  are  indispensable  to  restore  the 
system.  Apply  the  same  principle  to  the  body 
politic,  and  its  effects  will  be  found  equally 
salutary. 

Every  interest  in  our  country  is  gradually  re- 
covering from  the  shock  which  has  affected 
every  class  of  our  citizens ;  and  if  the  oifloious 
interference  of  misguided  legislation  does  not 
prevent  it,  our  agriculture,  commerce,  and  man- 
ufactures, wiU  soon  find  their  proper  place  on 
a  peace  establishment.  Your  tariff  of  1816 
was  intended  to  afford  relief  to  your  manufac- 
tures. It  did,  like  the  British  policy,  afford  a 
temporary  relief;  but  its  effects  are  still  visible 
on  om-  commerce,  and  sensibly  affects  and  in- 
jm-es  our  agriculture ;  and,  at  this  moment,  and 
for  more  than  three  years  past,  has  depressed 
our  manufactm-es  by  restrictions  imposed  on 
our  commerce.  Eor,  let  me  assure  gentlemen, 
that  manufactures  can  no  more  exist  and  fiourish 
without  commerce,  than  animal  life  can  be  sus- 
tained without  air. 

Agriculture  is  the  first  and  noblest  employ- 
ment of  man.  On  this  we  depend  for  subsist- 
ence. It  is  the  mother  of  commerce,  and  all 
the  useful  arts.  With  the  increase  of  popula- 
tion, commerce,  or  an  interchange  of  commodi- 
ties of  necessity,  springs  into  being,  because  the 
variety  of  soil  and  climate  produces  a  variety 
of  the  fruits  of  the  earth  adapted  to  our  con- 
veniences and  our  wants,  and  manufacture^  of 
different  kinds  spontaneously  grow  up  to  meet 
the  necessary  demands  of  both  agriculture  and 
commerce.  The  mere  exchange  of  commodi- 
ties with  our  neighbors — the  passing  of  an  arti- 
cle from  hand  to  hand,  requires  but  little  aid 
from  manufactures;  but  the  labor  of  many 
artists  is  required  to  build  the  ship  to  cai'ry  on 
commerce  with  foreign  nations ;  and  I  believe 
I  may  safely  say,  that  ship-building,  at  this 
moment,  employs  more  native  American  .citi- 
zens than  all  the  manufactories  of  the  country. 

From  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  must  be 
clear,  that  any  attempt  to  build  up  manufac- 
tures on  any  other  foundation  than  agriculture 
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and  commerce,  or  upon  the  ruins  of  either  of 
these  great  interests,  -would  he  as  ahsurd  and 
preposterous  as  to  attempt  to  huild  a  house  on 
a  soap  huhble.  What  has  supported  the  man- 
ufactures of  Great  Britain — what  the  man- 
ufactures of  India,  hut  their  commerce  with  the 
.whole  civilized  world?  The  amount  of  sup- 
plies always  has  been,  and  always  will  be,  reg- 
ulated by  the  demand.  Commerce  is  the  great 
artery  through  which  the  blood  flows  to  the  ex- 
tremities, wliioh  returns  with  snpphes  through 
the  veins  again  to  the  heart,  and  gives  life  and 
energy  to  the  whole  system.  It  is  truly  the 
vis  vitm  of  the  system. 

The  gentleman  has  told  us  there  are  two 
classes  of  politicians  in  this  country — the  one 
devoted  to  foreign  policy,  who  would  lay  dtities 
on  imports  only  for  the  purpose  of  revenue, 
and  has  attempted  to  prove  (with  what  success 
we  shall  probably  see  hereafter)  that  this  policy 
actually  encourages  the  industry  and  manufac- 
tures of  foreign  countries  to  the  injury  of  our 
own.  Sir,  it  would  have  been  very  gratifying 
to  the  committee,  I  presume,  if  the  gentleman 
had  told  us  what  country  had  adopted  this 
policy,  except  our  own,  previous  to  the  tariff  of 
1816.  The  other  class,  to  which  he  professes  to 
belong,  and  which  he  is  pleased  to  style  the 
American  policy,  would  adopt  the  system  of 
restrictions  and  prohibitions  which  Bonaparte 
attempted  to  enforce  against  Great  Britain,  as 
the  last  desperate  effort  to  distress  his  invete- 
rate enemy,  and  which  he  then  called  the  Con- 
tinental Policy  of  Europe — a  system  of  entire 
exclusion  and  prohibition  of  British  manufac- 
tures on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  while  at  the 
very  same  time,  the  boasted  "Army  of  Eng- 
land," as  he  then  styled  it,  was  clad  in  British 
manufactures.  Spain,  poor  degraded  Spain, 
has  tried  this  same  system  of  restrictions  and 
prohibitions,  until  she  has  sunk  from  the  lofty 
station  which  she  once  held  in  the  scale  of  na- 
tions to  her  present  condition,  but  a  smaU  re- 
move from  colonial  vassalage.  England,  in 
time  of  war,  has  resorted  to  it,  for 'the  purpose 
of  extorting  from  every  class  a  heavy  contribu- 
tion. And  now,  sir,  we  are  told  this  is  the  new 
discovered,  true  American  policy — lay  prohib- 
itory duties  on  imports  from  foreign  countries  ; 
destroy  your  commerce,  which  has  furnished 
your  whole  revenue ;  prevent  the  export  of  any 
of  your  produce  by  prohibiting  the  import  of 
any  thing  in  return ;  prohibit  any  interchange 
of  commodities  with  foreign  nations :  and  all 
this  to  find  a  market  for  our  surplus  produce, 
and  for  our  domestic  manufactures ! 

The  gentleman  highly  extols  the  British 
policy,  (which  he  wUl  claim  as  American,) 
because  the  enormous  amount  of  taxes  paid 
in  England  furnishes  strong  evidence  of  her 
prosperity  and  abUity  to  pay!  I  strongly 
suspect  the  American  people  are  not  very 
ambitious  of  showing  evidence  of  their  pros- 
perity in  the  same  way,  by  the  amount  of 
taxes  they  can  pay.  Besides,  sir,  it  will  re- 
quire a  long  course  of  instruction,  and  strong 


argument,  to  convince  us  that  the  bloody  scenes 
at  Manchester  among  the  starving  manu- 
facturers, or  the  famine  and  distress  in  Ireland, 
furnish  the  best  evidences  of  prosperity  and 
happiness,  or  induce  our  people  to  adopt  their 
policy,  or  excite  a  wish  to  exchange  conditions. 

But,  sir,  in  the  same  speech  in  which  the 
gentleman  has  recommended  the  adoption  of 
this  system  of  encouraging  manufactures  by 
restrictions  on  commerce,  he  has,  if  I  under- 
stood him  correctly,  declared  himself  "the  firm 
friend  of  a  free  commerce,  upon  the  principles 
of  perfect  reciprocity."  The  propositions  made 
by  him,  in  committee,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
whiskey  trade,  of  an  increased  duty  on  molas- 
ses of  100  per  cent.,  which, must  entirely  de- 
stroy the  trade  with  the  West  Indies,  or  impose 
a  heavy  tax  on  the  laboring  poor,  I  do  not  feel 
myself  bound  to  reconcile  with  his  argument. 

The  gentleman  has  expressed  his  extreme 
mortification,  on  looking  at  a  book  lately  pub- 
lished in  England,  in  which  the  writer  states, 
"  that  Great  Britain  enjoys  a  more  profitable 
trade  with  the  United  States,  since  their  inde- 
pendence, than  when  they  were  colonies."  Sir, 
this  would  not  be  the  first  time  in  which  par- 
ticular and  detached  parts  of  a  work  have  been 
quoted,  in  support  of  particular  tenets,  or  pre- 
conceived opinions,  if  such  were  the  case  here ; 
which,  however,  I  will  not  believe  was  de- 
signed in  this  instance.  But,  sir,  if  the  gentle- 
man, had  read  the  whole  work,  in  my  opinion, 
he  would  have  found  stronger  grounds  for  ex- 
ultation and  national  pride,  than  for  "  mortil- 
cation."  The  writer  has  endeavored  to  recon- 
cile the  British  nation  to  the  loss  of  the  colo- 
nies, by  proving  that  she  has  enjoyed  a  better 
trade  with  us,  as  an  independent  nation,  than 
she  ever  did,  or  ever  could  have  enjoyed,  if 
these  United  States  had  remained  British  colo- 
nies. He  contrasts  our  present  condition  with 
that  of  the  colonies ;  paints,  in  glowing  colors, 
our  prosperity ;  and  recommends  the  entire 
abandonment  of  the  colonial  policy,  and  that 
Canada  should  become  also  independent,  be- 
cause she  now  costs  the  mother  country  more 
than-she  is  worth. 

The  tariff  of  1816,  avowedly  supported  on 
the  same  principle  of  giving  a  spring  to  do- 
mestic industry,  and  encouraging  our  infant 
manufactures,  as  the  present  tariff  bill,  has  been 
in  full  operation  for  seven  years ;  and  if  the 
picture  of  distress  so  ably  drawn  by  the  gentle- 
man,, be  a  fair  repcesentation,  we  should  sup- 
pose that  gentlemen  would  be  more  disposed  to 
abandon  it,  than  to  increase  the  evils,  by  ex- 
tending this  system  of  American  policy.  One 
petition,  from  Delaware,  contains  much  useful 
instruction  on  this  subject:  "The  duties  on 
low-priced  cottons,  amounting  nearly  to  prohi- 
bition, have  created  such  competition  in  the 
manufacture  of  this  article,  it  cannot  be  manu- 
factured to  a  profit ;"  and  they  pray  Congress 
to  increase  the  duty  on  the  finer  cottons,  for  the 
purpose  of  turning  some  part  of  the  capital 
now  employed  in  coarse  cottons  to  the  manu- 
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factnre  of  fine  cottons,  or  to  some  other  em- 
ployment. The  only  answer  I  can  give  this,  is. 
If  this  has  been  the  effect  "  in  the  green  tree, 
what  wiU  be  done  in  the  dry  2  "  While  you 
stUl  have  some  commerce  remaining,  and  these 
coarse  cottons  find  their  way  to  South  Ameri- 
ca, what  wUl  be  the  conditi&n  of  these,  and  aU 
other  manufactures,  when  your  commerce  is 
destroyed  ? 

Perhaps,  sir,  this  should  be  called  the  Amer- 
ican policy.  It  is  the  policy  which  has  been 
adopted  in  our  country,  in  relation  to  banis, 
which  by  this  time  must  be  tolerably  well  un- 
derstood in  some  parts  of  our  country.  You 
now  propose  to  adopt  the  same  policy  in  rela- 
tion to  manufactures.  Sir,  in  my  opinion,  call 
it  by  what  name  you  wUl,  it  is  a  ruinous  policy. 

The  gentleman  tells  us  the  present  system 
operates  unequally ;  some  portions  of  the  coun- 
try suffer  greater  distress  than  others.  And 
how  does  he  propose  to  remedy  this  evU  ?  By 
making  the  others  suffer  as  much !  Are  we  to 
engage  in  the  unprofitable  contest  which  can 
.do  the  other  most  harm  ?  "Would  it  not  be  bet- 
ter to  adopt  a  liberal  system  of  policy,  instead 
of  further  restrictions,  and  leave  industry,  en- 
terprise, and  capital,  free  from  any  unnecessary 
restraint  ?  Each  portion  of  the  country  would 
then  prosper  in  proportion  to  their  natural  ad- 
vantages, and  their  industry  and  economy. 

The  gentleman  has  endeavored  to  prove  that 
our  agriculture  and  commerce  are  languishing, 
by  a  paper  calculation,  showing  that  our  ex- 
ports have  not  increased  in  proportion  to  our 
population.  Such  a  calculation  is  as  deceptive 
as  the  estimates  of  the  "balance  of  trade 
against  us ;"  because  we  sold  our  produce  in  a 
foreign  market,  for  more  than  it  cost  at  home, 
which  was  much  relied  on  by  the  friends  of  a 
former  tariff,  but  seems  now  to  be  abandoned. 
If  the  labor  of  one  man  is  capable  of  produc- 
ing sustenance  for  one  hundred,  does  it  foUow, 
that  if  our  population  has  increased  ten-fold, 
that  the  foreign  demand  must  increase  in  the 
same  ratio  ? 

But,-  sir,  we  have  been  told  that  our  com- 
merce is  already  destroyed,  and  therefore  this 
biU  cannot  injure  it.  But  does  your  receipts 
from  imports  prove  this?  SYom  whence  do 
you  derive  twenty  millions  of  dollars  revenue  ? 
It  is  true,  your  agriculture  and  your  commerce 
languish,  even  more  than  your  manufactures ; 
every  interest  is  in  some  degree  depressed ;  and 
what  is  the  cause  3  It  is  necessary  to  ascertain 
the  true  cause  to  enable  you  to  apply  the  proper 
remedies.  Several  causes  have  combined  to 
produce  this  result.  The  enjoyment  of  the 
whole  carrying  trade  for  the  belligerents  of 
Europe,  during  the  long  Continental  war,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  French  revolution 
until  the  jealousy  of  Great  Britain  towards  our 
rising  commerce,  and  the  inveterate  hostility  of 
France  against  England,  produced  the  famous 
Orders  in  Council  and  French  decrees,  which 
almost  swept  our  commerce  from  the  ocean, 
and  which  produced  on  our  part  the  adoption 


of  the  restrictive  system  of  embargo  and  non- 
intercourse,  and  finally  of  war  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, had  induced  our  citizens  to  engage  deeply 
in  commerce.  From  the  year  1790  to  1805, 
this  country  enjoyed  unintei'rapted  prosperity ; 
perhaps  no  nation  on  earth  ever  increased  so 
rapidly  in  wealth ;  our  commerce  literally  cov- 
ered the  ocean,  and  our  flag  waved  over  every 
sea.  Our  surplus  agricultural  products  found  a 
ready  market,  and  industry  received  a  rich  re- 
ward ;  we  feasted  and  fattened  on  the  distress- 
es of  others.  • 

In  this  situation  the  war  of  1813  found  us. 
The  immense  amount  of  capital  which  had 
been  employed  in  commerce,  readily  found  a 
profitable  investment  in  manufactures,  and  dur- 
ing the  short  period  of  war  received  a  profit 
fully  equal  to  its  previous  investment — the 
enormous  price  of  our  own  manufactures  Im-ed 
the  cupidity  of  avarice  to  vest  a  large  amount 
of  capital  in  large  manufacturing  estalishments. 
The  sudden  and  unezpected  peace  of  1815 
found  many  of  these  establishments  just  com- 
mencing ;  extensive  and  very  expensive  build- 
ings had  been  erected;  and  the  cost  of  ma- 
chinery in  many  instances  had  absorbed  the 
whole  capital,  and  the  speculator  depended  on 
the  promised  profits,  in  a  very  short  period,  to 
reimburse  the  expense,  and  convert  this  tempo- 
rary loan  into  active,  solid  capital';  and  in  the 
mean  time  the  farmer  found  a  ready  market  for 
his  produce.  But  the  peace  blasted  the  fond 
hopes  of  the  speculator,  and  destroyed  the 
home  market  for  the  produce  of  the  agricul- 
turist. 

Under  these  circuinstanoes,  strong  appeals 
were  made  to  Congress  for  relief ;  and  the  tariff 
of  1816  was  the  remedy  prescribed  by  the  wis- 
dom of  Congress ;  it  had  its  effect  in  affording 
a  temporary  relief;  ])ut  here,  sir,  in  my  hum- 
ble opinion,  commenced  the  error  in  our  sys- 
tem. I  would  ask  the  candid  attention  of  every 
sound  politician  to  this  point :  If,  at  the  time 
of  adopting  the  tariff  of  1816,  the  internal  du- 
ties had  been  continued  for  one  year,  and  the 
tariff  limited  to  two  years,  whether  many  of 
the  present  evils  would  not  have  been  avoided  ? 
Your  manufactures  had  been  nursed  in  a  hot- 
bed ;  they  had  sprung  into  existence  as  if  by 
magic;  they  were  tender  plants,  and  should 
have  been  exposed  carefully  to  the  open  air. 
But  your  tariff  induced  further  investments, 
which  the  fate  of  this  country  and  the  state  of 
the  world  would  not  warrant ;  but  they  were 
built  on  your  tariff  alone,  and  you  still  hold 
out  further  inducements  to  manufacturing  cap- 
ital, by  the  continual  promise  of  farther  legis- 
lative aid,  while  your  foreign  commerce,  and 
of  course  your  agricultural  interests,  are  lan- 
guishing under  your  restrictive  system;  and 
with  your  manufacturing  interest,  if  you  pur-' 
sue  this  American  policy,  wiU  constantly  be- 
come more  and-  more  embarrassed,  as  ybu  in- 
crease manufactures,  while  at  the  same  time 
you  are  gradually  destroying  their  market  by 
your  restrictions  on  trade. 
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Yonr  export  trade  was  much  diminished  by 
your  tariff;  the  surplus  produce  of  your  agri- 
culture perished  on  your  hands,  or  sold  at  one- 
fourth  of  its  former  value ;  individuals  were  in 
debt ;  your  country  was  in  debt ;  and  the  gen- 
oral  distress  increased  rather  than  diminished, 
under  your  restrictive  system.  In  this  state  of 
adversity,  you  flew  to  remedies  poorly  calcu- 
lated to  afford  relief;  you  incorporated  banks, 
with  the  delusive  hope  of  increasing  your 
wealth  by  the  issue  of  a.  flood  of  paper  money, 
without  reflecting  that  the  mere  increase  of  a 
circulating  medium,  instead  of  increasing  your 
stock  of  wealth,  only  increases  your  distress, 
by  raising  the  price  of  your  produce  in  your 
own  market,  so  high  as  to  prevent  a  fair  com- 
petition with  others  in  a  foreign  market ;  and 
while  you  have  been  engaged  in  devising  ways 
and  means  to  restore  prosperity,  your  foreign 
customers  have  been  driven  to  other  sources 
for  the  supply  of  the  articles,  which  have  been 
perishing  on  our  hands,  and  which  would  have 
found  a  ready  market,  but  for  the  system  of 
policy  to  which  you  have  resorted  in  vaiu  for 
relief. 

During  the  three  years  succeeding  the  treaty 
of  peace,  your  agriculture  and  your  commerce 
were  at  the  lowest  state  of  depression,  while 
your  manufactures  were  supported  by  a  contri- 
bution levied  on  these  great  iuterests  for  their 
support.  During  the  last  four  years,  manufac- 
turers have  felt  the  evUs  of  the  system  under 
which  agriculture  and  commerce  had  suffered 
for  three  years,  under  the  accumulated  pressure 
of  hard  times,  and  the  burdens  imposed  on 
them  to  sustain  the  manufaoturing  interest,  but 
still  more  by  the  influx  of  foreign  goods  forced 
through  your  auctions.  Yes,  sir,  by  the  im- 
portation of  fabrics  of  a  very  inferior  quality — 
woollen  goods  manufactured  like  sheathing 
paper,  neither  spun  nor  wove,  but  merely 
pasted  together,  the  remnants  of  old  garments, 
picked  up  and  manufactured  with  as  little  ex- 
pense as  paper,  and  through  the  medium  of 
your  auction  brought  into  competition  with 
your  manufactures,  subject  to  no  charges,  ex- 
cept, perhaps,  a  small  ad  valorem  duty  and  one- 
fourth  of  one  per  cent,  commission  to  the  auc- 
tioneer. In  this  way  the  foi-eign  manufacturer 
has  been  enabled  to  compete  with  your  Ameri- 
can manufactures,  and  almost  entirely  destroy 
the  manufactures  of  coarse  woollen  goods. 
This  evil  may  easily  be  remedied  by  your  auc- 
tion bill  now  on  your  table,  and  by  the  mini- 
mum in  the  bill  now  under  consideration,  with- 
out any  essential  injury  to  either  your  agricul- 
ture or  your  commerce. 

But,  sir,  another  case  of  embarrassment  be- 
gins to  be  felt,  and  is  complained  of  in  a  peti- 
tion from  the  cotton  manufacturers  in  Delaware. 
Competition  in  our  own  country,  in  the  article 
of  coarse  cottons,  which  has  distressed  the 
manufacturers ;  and  yet  you  propose  to  give 
the  same  encouragement  to  flne  cottons  and 
other  manufactures,  which  have  produced  this 
evil,  and  which  experience' has  proved  injurious 


to  coarse  cottons,  under  your  prohibitory  du- 
ties. Sir,  the  only  relief  which  can  be  afforded 
in  this  case,  is  in  a  foreign  market.  But  you 
seem  determined  to  prevent  the  export  to  a 
foreign  market,  by  laying  such  duties  on  im- 
ports of  articles  which  do  not  affect  your  own 
manufactures,  as  will  inevitably  prevent  ex- 
ports ;  for  trade  can  never  exist  but  in  an  in- 
terchange of  commodities.  Will  you  stiU  pur- 
sue this  ignis  fatum,  while  your  experience 
shows  you  its  baneful  effects  ? 

The  gentleman  has  called  upon  us  to  look  at 
the  petitions  from  every  section  of  the  country, 
and  view  the  picture  of  general  distress  drawn 
up  by  the  suffering  citizens.     Sir,  I  have  exam- 
ined these  petitions,  and  have  sought  in  vain 
for  the  picture  of  extreme  distress  which  his 
warm  imagination  has  painted.     They  state 
coolly  and  dispassionately,  generally,  that  the 
great  interests  of  the  country  are  depressed ; 
that  industry  does  not  receive  the  same  liberal 
rewards  as  ia  former  times ;  the  manufacturers 
of  the  various  articles  of  wool,  cotton,  iron, 
hemp,  glass,  &c.,  have  stated  the  burdens  and 
the  pressure  upon  the  particular  articles,  a,nd 
appeal  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  to  provide 
some  relief,  if  practicable.     But,  sir,  if  gentle- 
men wiU  examine   these    petitions,   and   the 
sources  from  which  they  come,  they  will  find 
that  those  sections  of  our  country  which  have 
most  manufactm-ing  capital  make  the  least  com- 
plaint.    Take,   for  instance,   the  six  Eastern 
States,  which,  by  the  return  of  the  amount  of 
capital  invested,  or  employed  in  manufactures 
in  the  several  States,  embraces  about  one-half 
of  the  whole  amount  employed  in  the  whole 
country,  while  the  population  of  these  States 
comprises  about  one-sixth  part  of  the  whole 
population :   from  this  whole  section  you  do 
not  find  one-half  as  many  petitions  as  from  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  or  one-fourth  as  many  as 
from  Pennsylvania.     Indeed,  you  find  about  as 
many  remonstrating  against  your  tariff  biU,  as 
of  those  who  have  appealed  to  your  wisdom  for 
relief,  and  very  probably  some  of  the  same  per- 
sons.    After  seeing  the  bill — ^for  it  does  not  ap- 
pear probable  that  these  petitioners  ever  ex- 
pected such   a  remedy  from  the  wisdom  of 
Congress — where  do  you  find  a  memorial  pray- 
ing  Congress  to    impose  additional  duty  on 
spirits  and  molasses?    What  petition  can  be 
found  among  the  whole  number,  which  asks 
you  to  change  the  great  "  leading  policy,"  by 
compelling  the  people  to  change  their  occupa- 
tions?    What  petition  calls  on   Congress  to 
sacrifice  either  agriculture  or  commerce  for  the 
supfiort  of  manufactures  ?     Where  is  the  peti- 
tion from  the  farmers,  which  asks  you  to  im- 
pose additional  duty  on  wheat?     On  hemp? 
On  flax  ?     Or  even  on  wool  ?     I  believe  there 
is  one  which  asks  for  a  duty  on  potatoes.     But, 
sir,   I  understand    the    people  of   that  State 
(Maine)  are  not  much  in  favor  of  yonr  tariff, 
nor  are  their  representatives  among  the  strong 
supporters  of  this  biU. 
When  Mr.  Foox  had  concluded — 
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Mr.  Baebotje  suggested  to  the  mover  of  this 
amendment  to  modify  his  proposition,  by  mov- 
ing fli'st  to  strike  out  the  minimum,  and  then  to 
increase  the  ad  valorem  duty,  in  order  that 
those  who  were  opposed  to  the  minimum,  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  voting  so  as  to  express 
that  opinion,  without,  at  the  same  time,  voting 
to  raise  the  duty. 

Mr.  EioH  declined  thus  to  modify  his  amend- 
ment. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
Kbemes,  Foot,  and  MoDuffie.  Mr.  Baebotje 
then  declared  that,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Yermont  had  refused  the  modification  request- 
ed, he  should  vote  against  the  amendment  to 
strike  out  and  insert,  and  if  the  question  on 
that  amendment  should  be  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative, a  motion  would  then  be  in  order  simply 
to  strike  out  the  minimum. 

After  some  observations  by  Mr.  Meecee,  the 
question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Kioh's  motion, 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  103,  nays  97. 

Sugar. 

Mr.  Allejt,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  insert, 
after  the  180th  line,  the  following :  "  On  brown 
sugar  two  cents  per  pound,  and  on  white  or 
clayed  sugar  three  cents  per  pound." 

A  debate  took  place,  in  which  Messrs.  Allen, 

BbENT,    Ross,    WlOKLIFFB,     ©OOK,    LiVINGBTON, 

MoLaxe  of  Delawai-e,  and  Eaudouh,  took 
part. 

Mr.  Eaudolph  said  that  if  the  House  would 
lend  him  its  attention  for  five  minutes,  he 
thought  he  could  demonstrate  that  the  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  in  favor 
of  the  increased  duty  on  brown  sugar,  was  one 
of  the  most  suicidal  arguments  that  ever  reared 
its  spectral  front  in  a  deliberative  assembly. 

The  gentleman  objects  to  reducing  the  duty 
on  sugar,  because  it  will  diminish  the  revenue, 
which  he  says  we  cannot  dispense  with — and 
yet  he  wishes  to  continue  it  as  a  bounty  of 
three  dollars  per  one  hundred  pounds,  (not  the 
long  hundred  of  112  lbs.,)  until  the  sugar  plant- 
ing and  sugar  manufacture  should  be  extended, 
so  as  to  supply  the  whole  demand  of  our  con- 
sumption. Then,  what  becomes  of  the  revenue 
from  sugar  that  we  cannot  dispense  with? 
This  is  what  I  call  a  suicidal  argument — it  de- 
stroys itself. 

But,  we  must  not  reduce  the  duty  to  what  it 
stood  at,  only  eight  years  ago,  because  it  will 
injure  the  sale  of  the  public  lands.  Yes,  sir, 
the  public  lands !  for  which,  sold  or  unsold,  we 
never  get  paid.  The  gentleman  would  persuade 
us  that  we  are  under  obligation  to  such  pur- 
chasers as  bought  the  sugar  lands  under  the  ex- 
isting duty — and  how  many  sugar  estates  have 
been  established  on  lands  bought  of  the  public 
— and  since  the  year  1816,  too  ?  Sir,  this  argu- 
ment of  obligation  to  tax  ourselves,  for  the 
profit  of  these  overgrown  sugar-planters,  will 
not  hold  water.  It  will  not  even  hold  cotton. 
— [Mr.  Tod's  reiterated  motions  to  enhance  the 


tax  on  cotton  bagging,  had  just  succeeded  by 
the  Speaker's  casting  vote.]  We  are  not  to  re- 
duce the  duty  on  sugar  for  fear  of  injuring  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands,  for  which,  although  we 
may  obtain  nominal  payment,  we  shall  never 
receive  one  penny. 

[Mr.  McLA^-E,  at  the  commencement  of  his 
reply,  appearing  to  be  much  irritated,  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph rose  and  assured  him  that  he  intended 
not  the  slightest  personal  disrespect  or  offence 
— but  Ml-.  McLaxe  went  on  to  say  that  the 
gentleman  from  Vir^ia  had  displayed  a  good 
head — ^but  he  would  not  accept  that  gentle- 
man's head,  to  be  obliged  to  have  his  heart 
along  with  it.] 

Mr.  Randolph  replied. 

It  costs  me  nothing,  sir,  to  say  that  I  very 
much  regret  that  the  zeal  which  I  have  not 
only  felt,  but  cherished,  on  the  subject  of  lay- 
ing taxes  in  a  manner  which,  in  my  judgment, 
is  inconsistent,  not  merely  with  the  spirit,  hut 
the  very  letter  of  the  constitution — should  have 
given  to  my  remarks,  on  this  subject,  a  pun- 
gency which  has  rendered  them  disagreeable, 
and  even  offensive,  to  the  gentleman  from  Del- 
aware. For  that  gentleman  I  have  never  ex- 
pressed any  other  sentiment  but  respect — ^I 
have  never  uttered,  or  entertained,  an  unkind 
feeling  towards  that  gentleman,  either  in  this 
House  or  elsewhere — ^nor  do  I  now  feel  any 
such  sentiment  towards  him — ^I  never  pressed 
my  regard  upon  him — ^I  press  it  upon  no  man. 
He  appears  to  have  considered  my  remarks  as 
having  a  personal  application  to  himself.  I  cer- 
tainly did  not  iatend  to  give  them  that  direc- 
tion, and  I  think  that  my  prompt  disclaimer  of 
any  such  intention  ought  to  have  disarmed  his 
resentment,  however  justly  it  may  have  been 
excited.  He  has  been  pleased,  sir,  to  say  some- 
thing which,  no  doubt,  he  thinks  very  severe, 
about  my  head  and  my  heart. 

How  easy,  sir,  would  it  be  for  me  to  reverse 
the  gentleman's  proposition,  and  to  retort  upon 
him,  that  I  would  not,  in  return,  take  that  gen- 
tleman's heart,  however  good  it  may  be,  if 
obliged  to  take  such  ahead  into  the  bai-gain. 

But,  sir,  I  do  not  think  this — I  never  thought 
it — and,  therefore,  I  cannot  be  so  ungenerous  as 
to  say  it :  for,  Mr.  Speaker,  who  made  me  a 
searcher  of  hearts  ? — of  the  heart  of  a  fellow- 
man,  a  felloTT-sumer  ?  Sir,  this  is  an  awful 
subject!  better  suited  to  Friday  or  Sunday 
next,  (Good  Friday  and  Easter  Sunday,)  two  of 
the  most  solemn  days  in  the  Christian  calendar 
— when  I  hope  we  shall  all  consider  it,  and  lay 
it  to  heart  as  we  ought  to  do. 

But,  sir,  I  must  still  maintain  that  the  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  is  suicidal — ^he  has  fair- 
ly worked  the  equation,  and  one-half  of  his 
argument  is  a  complete  and  conclusive  answer 
to  the  other.  And,  sir,  if  I  should  ever  be  so 
unfortunate  as,  through  inadvertence,  or  the 
heat  of  debate,  to  fall  into  such  an  error,  I 
should,  so  far  froin  being  offended,  feel  myself 
under  obligation  to  any  gentleman  who  would 
expose  its  fallacy,  even  by  ridicule — as  fair  a 
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weapon  as  any  in  the  whole  Parliamentary 
armory.  I  shall  not  go  so  far  as  to  maintain, 
with  my  Lord  Shaftesbury,  that  it  is  the  uner- 
ring test  of  truth,  whatever  it  may  be  of  tem- 
per— but  if  it  be  proscribed  as  a  weapon  aa  un- 
fair as  it  is  confessedly  powerful,  what  shall  we 
say  (I  put  it,  sir,  to  you,  and  to  the  House)  to 
the  poisoned  arrow? — to  the  tomahawk  and 
the  scalping-knife  ?  Oould  the  most  unsparing 
use  of  ridicule  justify  a  resort  to  these  weapons  ? 
Was  this  a  reason  that  the  gentleman  should  sit 
in  judgment  on  my  heart? — yes,  sir,  my  heart 
— which  the  gentleman,  (whatever  he  may  say,) 
in  his  heart,  believes  to  be  a  frank  heart,  as  I 
trust  it  is  a  brave  heart.  Sir,  I  dismiss  the  gen- 
tleman to  his  self-complacency — let  him  go — 
yes,  sir,  let  him  go — and  thank  his  God  that  he 
is  not  as  this  publican. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  now  made,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative — ayes  89,  noes  99. 

And  then  the  question  on  Mr.  Allen's  mo- 
tion was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided 
as  follows :  Yeas  89,  noes  102. 

So  the  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Lduo  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
reducing  the  duty  on  bolting  cloths,  from  fifteen 
■per  cent,  ad  valorem  to  ten  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem. And  the  question  thereon  being  stated, 
the  House  adjourned. 


TuESDAT,  April  13. 
Money  in  the  Samds  of  Prize  Agents. 
Mr.  Coo)CE  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table,  for  consideration  to-morrow,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  infortn  this  House  what .  amount  of 
money  has  been  refunded  to  the  Government  by  the 
several  prize  agents,  since  the  1st  day  of  March, 
1823,  designating  the  amount  paid  by  each  agent, 
and  when  paid ;  what  legal  proceedings  have  been 
instituted  against  each  delinquent  agent,  when  insti- 
tuted, and  the  present  state  of  said  proceedings ;  and 
whether  the  provisions  of  the  joint  resolution  of  Con- 
gress, approved  March  3,  1823,  have  been  enforced 
in  all  cases. 

The  Tariff  Bill. 

The  House  then  passsed  to  the  unfinished 
business  of  yesterday,  which  was  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Long,  to  reduce  the  duty  on  bolting  cloths 
from  fifteen  to  ten  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  The 
question  being  taken,  the  proposed  amendment 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  MooEB,  of  Alabama,  then  moved  the 
previous  question  on  the  bill,  (which  precludes 
all  farther  amendment  as  well  as  debate.)  The 
call  was  not  sustained  by  the  requisite  number 
of  members. 

Mr.  Tod  proposed,  as  an  amendment,  to  add 
to  the  clause  laying  a  duty  on  cotton  bagging, 
the  following  words :  "  until  the  30th  day  of 
June,  1825,  and,  afterwards,  a  duty  of  five  and 
a  half  cents  per  square  yard,"  the  object  being 
to  lay  on  this  article  a  duty  of  four  and  a  half 
cents  per  yard  until  the  30th  June,  1825,  and, 


after  that  date,  of  five  and  a  half  cents  per 
square  yard. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  then  moved 
the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Letoheb,  of  Kentucky, 
a  call  of  the  House  was  ordered — ayes  127. 

The  call  having  been  ordered,  and  the  clerk 
proceeding  to  call  the  absentees,  the  further 
proceedings  in  the  call  were  suspended.  " 

The  question  recurring  on  indefinite  post- 
ponement, 

Mr.  GovAN,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that, 
after  the  very  able  view  which  had  been  taken 
by  the  opponents  of  this  measure,  who  had 
preceded  him  in  the  discussion,  he  should  not 
attempt  _  a  detailed  exposition  of  the  grounds 
which  would  influence  his  vote ;  because,  in  so 
doiag,  said  he,  I  am  well  convinced  I  shall  be 
compelled  to  use  many  of  the  arguments  of  my 
friends,  which  have  been  expressed  in  a  much 
more  forcible  manner  than  I  should  be  capable 
of  expressing  them.    I  hope,  sir,  the  magnitude 
of  the  subject,  the  great  interest  which  our 
country  must  feel  in  the  discussion,  is  a  snfB- 
cient  excuse  for  me  to  trespass,  but  a  few  mo- 
ments, on  the  patience  of  the  House.    The  ten- 
dency of  the  measure  now  before  ns,  and 
which,  I  hope  to  God,  will  not  be  adopted  by 
the  committee,  I  view  as  one  of  the  most  dan- 
gerous schemes  to  the  interest  of  this  happy 
and  prosperous  nation,  that  ever  could  have 
been  conjured  up  by  the  iinaglnation  of  man. 
But,  sir,  the  tendency  of  it  wUl  be  lamentable 
in  the  extreme  to  the  great  interest  of  that  sec- 
tion of  country  from  which  I  come.  * 
I  look  upon  this  question,  sir,  as  pregnant 
with  the  most  dangerous  consequences  of  any 
that  has  been  agitated  on  this  floor  since  the 
establishment  of  our  constitution.    I  regret,  sir, 
to  see  any  measure  introduced  here,  which  is, 
in  any  way,  calculated  to  excite  sectional  feel- 
ing and  create  dangerous  jealousies.     I  shall 
regret  much  to  see  one  section  of  the  Union 
arrayed  against  the  other,  but  such,  I  fear,  will 
be  the  effect  of  the  biU  now  before  the  com- 
mittee.    Gentlemen  are  certainly  not  aware 
that  they  are  about  to  introduce  into  our  coun- 
try a  system  which  strikes  at  the  very  root  of 
civU  society,  and  is  calculated  to  change  the 
character  and  feelings  of  our  population.    No 
one  win  deny  but  that  the  character  of  a  pop- 
ulation depends,  in  a  great  measure,  on  the  pur- 
suits and  occupations  of  civilized  man.     The 
effects  of  this  measure  will  be  to  introduce  into 
our  country  a  system  which  is  calculated  to 
change  this  nation  from  an  agricultural  to  a 
manufacturing  people.     Instead  of  breathing 
that  pure  and  wholesome  atmosphere  which 
nature  intended  us  to  enjoy,  in  the  delightful 
cultivation  of  our  fields,  and  in  pursuit  of  those 
avocations  which  are  the  delight  and  boast  of 
every  American,  we  are  to  shut  our  population 
up  in  a  miserable  factory,  as  it  were  in  prison, 
entailmg  upon  this  nation  one  of  the  most  per- 
nicious evils  that  oould  be  inflicted  on  human 
society.    Can  there  be  any  comparison,  sir,  of 
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a  population  reared  in  the  confined  apartments 
of  a  factory,  where  they  are  doomed  to  waste 
their  free  spu-its  on  looms  and  shuttles,  to  that 
which  is  reared  in  the  delightful  pursuits  of 
agriculture,  which  gives  strength  to  the  arm, 
elevation  to  the  soul,  and  independence  to  the 
profession  ?  The  effect  of  the  bill  now  before 
us  will,  I  fear,  be  quite  different  from  that 
which  is  anticipated  by  the  advocates  of  it.  It 
wiU  introduce  among  this  sober,  happy,  and  in- 
dustrious people,  a  spirit  of  division,  disunion, 
and  discontent,  will  diminish  the  patriotism  of 
our  citizens,  and  corrupt  the  morals  of  our  peo- 
ple. No  one  who  is  acquainted  with  the  pro- 
gress of  manufactures,  wUl  deny  butthat  the  labor 
in  ftiem  is  calculated  to  diminish  the  strength 
and  resources  of  a  nation.  Small  children  are 
generally  employed  in  these  factories,  entirely 
raider  the  control  and  influence  of  their  pa- 
rents, who  are  driven  frequently  by  necessity 
and  the  prospect  of  gain,  without  taking  into 
consideration  the  serious  evUs  they  are  about  to 
inflict  on  their  families.  The  employment  of 
persons  of  such  a  tender  age,  in  these  contin- 
ued and  sedentary  habits,  prevents  population 
from  attaining  that  size  which  they  would  were 
they  employed  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Many 
melancholy  instances  may  be  cited  of  the 
dreadful  effects  of  the  influence  of  this  system 
in  Europe,  but  more  particularly  in  England. 
"We  are  told  by  Mr.  Peel,  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  of  the  House  of  Oommona,  that 
the  effects  of  this  system  on  the  population  of 
one  of  the  most  healthy  and  flourishing  towns 
in  England,  has  been  truly  lamentable.  He 
says,  that  the  town  of  Manchester,  which  is 
now  one  of  the  most  manufacturing  towns  in 
England,  which  used  to  fiimish  numerous  and 
healthy  recruits  for  the  army,  by  the  dreadful 
effects  of  this  system  was  rendered  wholly  un- 
productive in  that  respect.  In  the  manufac- 
tures of  a  new  and  unsettled  country,  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  above  all  others,  to  be  the  most 
uncertain  place  to  invest  capital,  if  the  capital- 
ist anticipates  an  immense  profit  in  the  com- 
mencement of  his  business.  It  requires  great 
skill,  and  persevering  industry,  before  they  can 
give  profit.  The  habits  of  the  people  must  un- 
dergo a  complete  change  before  they  can  attain 
any  degree  of  perfection.  It  is  impossible,  in 
the  very  nature  of  things,  to  suppose  they  can- 
be  speedily  successftd  in  a  country  like  ours, 
abounding  in  extensive  forests  and  untamed 
lands ;  and  when  recourse  is  had  to  prohibitions, 
premiums,  and  such  like  forced  systems  of  mo- 
nopoly, to  encourage  the  prosperity  of  a  coun- 
try, there  is  always  great  reason  to  fear  a  mis- 
take has  been  committed. 

No  nation  in  the  world  has  advanced  more 
rapidly  to  prosperity  and  wealth  than  the  Unit- 
ed States,  unassisted  by  the  advantages  of  con- 
quest, but  by  the  development  and  natural 
growth  of  her  own  resources.  There  is  no  na- 
tion under  the  sun  where  capital  increases  more 
rapidly,  and  the  advantages  of  industry  great- 
er; and  we  shall  stiU  continue  to  grow  and 
Vol.  "Vn.— 48 


prosper,  unless  a  check  is  given  to  us  by  im- 
proper and  imprudent  legislation.  To  be  sure, 
we  have  experienced  a  momentary  check  to  our 
prosperity,  but  which  has  grown  out  of  a  state 
of  things  partly  beyond  our  control,  and  partly 
by  our  own  imprudence  in  legislation.  The 
nominal  price  of  property  may  change,  our 
cvrrency  may  depreciate,  but  a  country  pos- 
sessing so  many  natural  advantages  of  soil  and 
climate,  with  a  population  doubling  every 
twenty-three  years,  ahd  the  productions  of  the 
earth  increasing  in  a'stOl  greater  proportion, 
famishes  incontestable  evidence  of  its  rapid 
growth  and  rise  to  greatness.  One  of  the  best 
evidences  of  the  prosperity  of  a  country  is,  the 
price  of  labor ;  and  I  venture  to  assert,  with- 
out the  fear  of  contradiction,  that  in  no  coun- 
try in  the  world  is  labor  so  high  as  in  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  it  arises  from  the  habits  and  feel- 
ings of  our  population,  growing  out  of  the  na- 
ture of  our  Government,  and  character  of  our 
institutions.  In  no  country  in  the  world  is 
there  so  many  inducements  for  men  to  cultivate 
the  earth,  and  become  proprietors  of  the  soil. 
Any  man  can,  in  this  country,  with  the  fruits 
of  two  days'  labor,  purchase  an  acre  of  land, 
which,  if  well  cultivated,  will  subsist  a  small 
family.  Can  it  be  possible,  with  all  these  in- 
ducements to  cultivate  the  soU,  and  with  all 
the  advantages  which  accompany  pursuits  of 
this  kind,  that  an  attempt  wiU  be  made  by 
legislative  enactments  to  force  capital  from  its 
natural  course  ?  Gentlemen  say  the  nation  is 
in  debt  and  distress,  and  their  object  is  to  legis- 
late it  into  a  happy  and  prosperous  condition, 
and  that,  too,  by  encouraging  a  particular 
branch  of  industry.  If,  by  legislation,  we  fos- 
ter and  encourage  any  one  particular  branch  of 
industry,  it  must  be  at  the  expense  of  another. 
It  must  be  by  taking  from  the  pocket  of  A,  and 
putting  it  into  that  of  B.  Capital,  without  the 
aid  of  Government,  will  always  seek  that  kind 
of  employment  which  is  most  profitable.  And 
when  any  attempt  is  made  to  divert  it  from  its 
accustomed  channel,  it  must  be  at  the  expense 
of  the  other,  and  perhaps  sacrificing  the  inter- 
est of  the  greater  part  for  the  advantage  of  the 
few.  Mr.  Hamilton  had  said,  that  "  as  often  as 
a  duty  upon  a  foreign  article  maies  an  addition 
to  its  price,  it  causes  an  extra  expense  to  the 
community  for  the  heneflt  of  the  domestic 
manufacturer."  There  is  no  fact  more  clear 
and  conclusive,  than  that,  if  the  manufacturer 
cannot  succeed,  with  the  present  high  rate  of 
duty,  he  cannot  succeed  without  imposing  an 
additional  tax  on  the  commuity.  The  article 
which  it  is  the  object  of  the  consumer  to  pur- 
chase cheap,  win  rise  in  proportion  to  the  duty 
laid  on  that  article.  By  laying  this  high  duty, 
which  amounts  to  a  complete  prohibition,  you 
deprive  the  Government  of  the  income  which 
arises  from  importations,  and  you  make  the 
article  higher  to  the  consumer,  which  is  all  for 
the  benefit  and  advantage  of  the  manufacturer. 
If  we  are  to  adopt  this  complicated  system,  let 
it  be  gradual,  not  speedy.    This  is  the  opinioa 
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of  Adam  Smith,  to  whom,  after  all  that  has 
been  said  on  this  subject,  we  owe  more  than  to 
any  other  man.  He  says,  all  changes  of  this 
kind  should  be  gradual  and  slow.  In  this 
country  particularly,  this  change  should  be 
gradual  and  progressive,  inasmuch  as  Govern- 
ments like  ours  are  subject  to  violent  changes 
of  parties,  often  accompanied  with  a  change  gf 
measures.  Extensive  investments  have  no  se- 
curity in  any  particular  branch  of  industry, 
which  are  to  be  encouraged  by  sudden  changes 
in  legislation,  and  which  depend  on  the  whim 
and  caprice  of  every  session  of  Congress.  No 
nation  in  the  world,  in  proportion  to  her  in- 
come, pays  so  large  a  bounty  for  the  support  of 
manufacturing  industry  as  the  United  States. 
Much  has  been  said  on  this  subject,  about  es- 
tablishing what  gentlemen  have  termed  an 
American  policy.  I  am  afraid  there  js  a  delu- 
sion in  the  sound.  It  is  a  popular  term  which 
gentlemen  have  made  use  of  to  effect  their  pur- 
pose, when  they  say,  we  should  build  up  for 
ourselves  an  American  policy,  and,  say  they,  it 
is  high  time  we  should  begin  to  encourage 
home  industry.  The  merchant  who  invests  his 
capital  in  a  ship,  and  by  his  enterprise,  skill, 
and  industry,  brings  an  article  of  English  man- 
ufacture into  market,  is  as  much  the  producer 
of  that  article  as  he  who  invests  his  capital  in 
a  factory  of  looms  and  shuttles,  and  manufac- 
tures the  article  at  home.  The  process  by 
which  the  article  is  acquired  may  be  different, 
while  the  effect  on  the  capital  and  industry  of 
the  country  may  be  the  same. 

This  House,  sir,  has  been  inundated  with 
petitions  and  memorials  from  the  noisy  and 
clamorous  manufacturers  of  our  country,  am- 
bitious of  their  own  personal  aggrandizement, 
and  with  a  view  to  the  accumulation  of  wealth. 
They  ought  to  be  aware,  and,  no  doubt,  are, 
that  experience,  skill,  and  the  knowledge  of 
machinery,  are  necessary  to  their  success. 
They  will  have  first  to  rear  a  popul.ition  in 
their  factories,  persons  who  must  have  all  the 
advantages  of  a  well-regulated  life,  to  their  busi- 
ness, before  they  can  either  labor  with  ease  to 
themselves,  or  with  profit  to  their  employers. 
It  is  a  fact  too  notorious,  and  the  history  of 
events  will  bear  me  out  in  the  assertion,  that 
when  once  we  commence  this  kind  of  business, 
there  will  be  no  getting  out  of  it.  We  rear  a 
population  in  the  factory,  totally  nnflt  for  any 
other  kind  of  business,  or  any  of  the  common  or 
ordinary  purposes  of  life,  and  must,  in  the  very 
nature  of  things,  continue  in  the  same  kind  of 
employment.  They  become  mere  machines 
themselves.  Could  the  advocates  of  this  system 
be  but  reasonable  in  their  desires,  and  await 
the  progress  of  time,  they  would  soon  acknowl- 
edge that  the  present  duties  were  sufficiently 
high,  and  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
we  shall  see  the  greater  portion  of  the  capital 
of  our  country  going  into  the  hands  of  the 
manufacturer.  What  has  been  the  course  of 
things  already?  Have  not  all  the  great  and 
well-conducted  factories  in  the  United  States 


increased  their  capital  every  year?  Has  this 
not  been  the  case  with  the  factories  at  Boston, 
Providence,  and  Philadelphia,  and  others  ?  We 
are  willing  to  let  them  decide  the  question  at 
issue.  They  are  in  favor  of  an  increase  of  duty. 
This  noise  and  clamor  come  from  a  few  clamor- 
ous sets  of  manufacturers,  who,  I  venture  to 
say,  could  not  prosper  under  any  state  of  things, 
even  with  an  entire  prohibition.  But,  I  would 
ask,  is  it  just  or  reasonable  that  we  should  be 
called  on  to  protect  the  improvident  and  un- 
skilful manufacturer,  who  has  his  factory  in  a 
section  of  country  possessing  few  or  no  natural 
advantages? — I  mean  such  advantages  as  water 
power,  and  convenience  to  the  seaboard.  The 
time  is  not  far  distant,  when  those  very  men 
who  are  now  crying  out  most  loudly  to  protect 
them  against  foreign  industry,  will  be  equally 
clamorous  for  protection  against  the  well- 
conducted  factories  of  the  Eastern  States.  We 
may  go  on  passing  tariff  upon  tariff,  and,  sir,  we 
never  can  benefit  the  Western  grower  of  hemp, 
or  the  manufacturer  of  cotton  bagging.  Prom  the 
very  best  of  information  which  I  have  been 
enabled  to  obtain  on  the  subject,  some  of  the 
well-conducted  factories  of  the  North  have 
divided  this  year  twenty-five  per  cent,  per 
annum.  One  of  the  arguments  which  has  been 
urged  by  the  advocates  of  this  system,  is,  that, 
if  we  do  not  do  something  to  counteract  the 
effect  of  this  difference  between  our  exports 
and  imports,  that  the  country,  in  a  short  time, 
will  be  drained  of  a  very  precious  metal.  That 
this  difference  must  be  paid  in  specie,  and  with 
this  drain  is  connected  aU  those  horrid  ideas  of 
national  bankruptcy  and  political  ruin.  Gen- 
tlemen appear  not  disposed  to  let  the  commercial 
part  of  the  country — ^I  say,  gentlemen  are  not 
disposed  to  let  them  have  any  thing  to  do  with 
the  regulation  of  commerce.  They  will  take 
it  under  their  own  protection.  They  appear  to 
be  ready  and  willing  at  "one  fell  swoop"  to 
sweep  all  our  foreign  commerce  from  the  ocean, 
and  dry  up  those  sources  from  which  are  derived 
almost  every  thing  which  is  great  and  glorious 
in  this  Republic.  It  is  presumed  that  no  intelli- 
gent merchant  would  either  import  or  export 
any  article  but  that  on  which  he  expected  to 
realize  something  more  than  an  equivalent  for. 
No  man  would  continue  that  trade  which, 
sooner  or  later,  would  lead  to  bankruptcy.  To 
be  sure,  accidents  sometimes  happen  from 
various  circumstances ;  from  any  business  being 
overdone ;  from  the  common  accidents  to  which 
all  long  and  dangerous  voyages  are  liable.  But, 
I  venture  to  assert  that  every  judicious  invest- 
ment of  a  capital,  whether  it  be  in  specie  or  any 
thing  else,  returns  with  an  increased  value 
added  to  our  capital  by  the  energy  and  activity 
of  our  countrymen.  It  is  somewhat  strange 
that  these  instances  of  what  they  call  balances 
against  us,  wiU  be  cited  to  prove  a  proposition, 
the  converse  of  which  has  been  established  by 
the  best  writers  on  the  subject  for  the  last 
twenty  years.  We  will  only  refer,  for  a  moment, 
to  the  most  prosperous  period  of  our  history, 
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from  1795  to  1801,  a  period  whioli  must  be 
recollected  with  pleasure  and  delight  by  all  the 
commercial  men  of  the  nation;  a  time  when 
we  enjoyed  more  uninterrupted  commercial 
prosperity  than  any  other  nation  in  the  world. 
And,  I  ask,  was  there  not  then  what  some 
gentlemen  have  called  a  balance  against  us,  and 
which  has  always  been  the  case  at  every  period 
of  our  prosperity,  and  which  always  must  be 
the  case  so  long  as  England — "that  England, 
hedged  in  with  the  main— that  water-walled 
bulwark" — ^that  emporium  of  the  commerce  of 
the  world — enjoys  any  thing  like  her  present 
commercial  ascendency  over  every  quarter  of 
the  world  ?  In  the  supposition  that  the  specie 
of  England  formed  the  tenth  part  of  the  specie 
of  Europe,  it  is  very  certain  that  the  other 
nations  of  Europe  must,  and  are  compelled  to 
exercise  great  activity  and  persevering  industry 
to  procure  for  themselves  the  other  nine-tenths 
of  specie  which  is  necessary  for  their  commerce ; 
and,  when  they  fail  to  procure  that  portion 
which  is  necessary,  the  English  will  soon  take 
to  them  that  part  of  the  precious  balance  which 
is  wanting.  This  is  very  reasonable  and  obvious, 
because  the  exportation  of  specie  gives  more 
profit  to  the  enterprise  of  the  merchant  than 
toy  other  article  of  commerce. 

There  must  always  be  what  has  been  termed 
a  balance  of  trade  in  favor  of  England,  so  long 
as  she  maintains  her  present  extensive  credit, 
and  carries  on  so  much  commerce  with  the 
other  nations  of  the  world.  The  inflexibility  of 
her  laws  with  regard  to  creditors,  the  undoubted 
value  of  her  paper  money,  which  governs  every 
thing,  go  to  place  her  far  above  all  other  nations 
which  have  neglected,  or  whose  situation  cannot 
procure  for  them  the  same  advantages.  She 
regards  specie  in  the  light  which  her  best 
interests  dictate  to  her.  Nearly  all  the  moneyed 
transactions  of  the  country  are  effected  by 
paper  money  more  quick  and  agreeable  than  it 
can  be  done  in  any  other  way.  Specie,  by  all 
nations,  is  considered  as  much  an  article  of 
commerce  as  any  thing  else — as  much  so  as  we 
consider  our  flour  or  tobacco.  No  merchant 
sends  a  single  dollar  abroad  but  what  he  receives 
in  return  something  which  he  considers  more 
than  an  equivalent,  for  every  exchange  is  a 
quid  pro  quo. 

One  of  the  greatest  arguments  against  this  bill 
is,  that  it  strikes  at  the  total  annihilation  and  de- 
struction of  our  foreign  commerce — ^that  com- 
merce which  has  built  up,  and  beautified  our 
most  flourishing  towns  and  cities,  and  given  an 
impetus  to  that  American  industry,  activity 
and  enterprise,  to  which  we  owe  the  present 
happy  and  flourishing  condition  of  our  country. 
Capital  will  naturally  seek  that  kind  of  employ- 
ment which  is  most  profitable  ;  and  hence  it  is, 
that  most  of  our  capital,  which  is  but  the  ac- 
cumulation of  thirty  years,  has  been  directed 
to  commerce.  It  is  true  our  navigating  interest, 
from  a  peculiar  state  of  things,  has  been  much 
depressed,  and  this,  sir,  is  to  be  the  final  blow 
it  is  to  receive;  this  is  to  be  our  shipwreck. 


A  great  portion  of  the  capital  of  our  country  is 
commercial,  accumulated  by  the  active  en  terprise 
of  our  citizens,  and  which,  we  were  told  at  the 
last  session,  by  a  gentleman  who  delivered  one 
of  the  most  able  speeches  on  the  subject  I  have 
ever  heard,  employed  upwards  of  seventy  thou- 
sand seamen,  for  the  maintenance  of  which 
somewhere  about  ten  millions  of  dollars  were 
annually  paid,  to  which,  if  we  add  the  five 
millions  which  is  necessary  to  keep  this  tonnage 
in  repair,  we  shall  find  the  enormous  sum  of 
fifteen  millions  of  doUars  annually  disbursed  to 
that  class  of  our  community.  The  effect  of  this 
measure  on  the  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco-grow- 
ing States  win  be  pernicious  in  the  extreme.  It 
will  exclude  them  from  those  markets  where 
they  depended  almost  entirely  for  a  sale  of  those 
articles,  and  force  Great  Britain  to  encourage 
the  cottons,  (Brazil,  Eio  Janeiro,  and  Buenos 
Ayres,)  which,  in  a  short  time,  can  be  brought 
in  competition  with  ns.  Nothing  but  the 
consumption  of  British  goods  in  this  country, 
received  in  exchange,  can  support  a  conomand 
of  the  cotton  market  to  the  Southern  planter. 
It  is  one  thing  very  certain,  she  will  not  come 
here  with  her  gold  and  silver  to  trade  with  us. 
And  should  Great  Britain,  pursuing  the  princi- 
ples other  recipro^  act,  of  last  June,  lay  three  or 
four  cents  on  our  cotton ;  where  would,  I  ask, 
be  our  surplus  of  cotton?  It  is  well  known 
that  the  United  States  cannot  manufacture  one- 
fourth  of  the  cotton  that  is  in  it ;  and  should 
we,  by  our  imprudent  legislative  enactments,  in 
pursuing  to  such  an  extent  this  restrictive  system, 
force  Great  Britain  to  shut  her  ports  against  us, 
it  will  paralyze  the  whole  trade  of  the  Southern 
country.  This  export  trade,  which  composes 
five-sixths  of  the  exports  of  the  United  States, 
wiU  be  swept  entirely  from  the  ocean,  and 
leave  but  a  melancholy  wreck  behind.  I  am 
well  convinced  the  agricultural  interest  of  this 
country,  but  more  particularly  that  of  the  South, 
is  doomed  to  great  distress.  Already  are  our 
storehouses  crowded  with  bales  of  cotton,  which 
no  sale  can  be  got  for,  and  our  granaries  filled 
with  grain,  rotting  on  our  hands.  And  yet, 
gentlemen  say,  we  have  protection  for  our 
cotton,  and  they  will  give  us  one  for  our  grain. 
I  could  not  have  anticipated  such  arguments  as 
these.  No  legislation,  on  our  part,  can  avert  the 
common  distress  which  the  agricultural  interest 
of  our  country  is  doomed  to  suffer.  We  must 
look  to  a  change  of  things  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Atlantic.  An  alarming  fact  has  already 
presented  itself.  The  exports  of  cotton  this  last 
year,  from  the  Levant  or  from  Egypt,  into 
England,  has  been  143,000  bales ;  and  it  arises 
from  the  short-sighted  policy  of  the  people  of 
the  Eastern  and  Middle  States.  They  have,  by 
their  petitions  and  memorials,  together  with  acts 
of  remonstrance,  induced  this  Government  to 
commence  that  system  of  restriction  which  has 
forced  Great  Britain  to  begin  to  look  some- 
where else  for  a  market  for  her  manufactured 
goods,  and  that  raw  material  which  she  wiU  only 
receive  by  way  of  exchange. 
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The  people  of  the  Eastern  States  should  be 
the  last  in  the  Union  to  give  their  support  to  a 
measure  of  this  kind,  which  aims  a  death-blow 
at  the  commercial  and  navigating  interest  of 
that  portion  of  country,  which  has  been  clearly 
demonstrated  by  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr.  Webstee.)  Have  they  not  been 
the  carriers  of  our  exports,  and  the  venders 
of  our  imports,  which  they  have  brought  in  in 
return  ?  Have  they  not  speculated  in  England 
on  the  capital  of  our  raw  material?  The 
growers  of  wheat,  the  manufacturers  of  hard- 
ware, cotton,  or  woollen  goods  here,  can  have 
no  trade  with  the  growers  of  wheat,  the  manu- 
facturers of  hardware,  cotton,  or  woollen  goods 
in  England.  There  must  be  difference  of  pro- 
ductions, difference  of  climate,  and  difference  of 
wants,  to  create  barter  and  exchange.  The 
debt  of  the  North  to  England  has  been  paid  by 
the  cotton  and  rice  of  the  South.  Paralyze  the 
South,  and  you  strike  from  the  ocean  at  once, 
as  I  said  before,  five-sixths  of  the  export  trade 
of  the  United  States.  Various  causes  have 
induced  the  Governments  of  Europe,  but  more 
particularly  England,  to  adopt  this  complicated 
system  of  monopoly  and  prohibitions — a  system 
which  she  has  established,  tathe  serious  regret 
of  the  wise  men  of  that  TOuntry — a  policy 
which  was  once  considered  sound,  but  now^  as 
theories,  universally  exploded.  It  is  the  interest 
of  every  consumer  to  buy  where  he  can  get 
cheapest;  and  we  are  all,  to  a  certain  extent, 
consumers,  and  the  more  markets  we  have,  the 
cheaper  can  we  buy,  and  the  better  can  we 
sell.  As  long  as  we  trade  with  Great  Britain, 
so  long  will  she  trade  with  us.  But  the  mo- 
ment we  pass  this  bill,  now  before  us,  which  is 
equal,  and,  I  may  say,  intended,  as  a  prohibition, 
that  moment  will  the  markets  of  Great  Britain 
be  closed  against  us.  No  commerce  can  be 
beneficial  to  both  nations,  unless  it  be  founded 
and  conducted  on  the  perfect  principle  of 
reciprocity.  Not  only  should  the  article  be 
brought  into  the  market  as  cheap  as  possible, 
but  the  less  labor  employed  in  the  making,  so 
much  is  a  gain  to  the  consumer.  I  should  be 
glad  to  know  if  any  gentleman  from  the  South, 
on  this  floor,  was  wUling  to  say  he  was  pre- 
pared to  give  his  vote  for  the  passage  of  a  bill 
for  a  direct  tax ;  that  he  was  ready  to  send  the 
tax-gatherer  among  his  constituents.  I  hope 
not._  We  shall  have  neither  the  means  of 
paying  a  direct  tax,  nor  of  purchasing  the 
manufactured  article  from  the  manufacturer. 
"We  shall  all  be  driven,  in  our  small  way,  at 
great  expense  and  loss  of  labor,  to  manufac- 
ture for  ourselves.  For  not  only  does  this 
article,  which  it  is  the  object  of  the  consumer 
to  purchase  cheap,  rise  in  value,  but  it  cuts  off 
the  means  which  the  consumer  might  have  in 
paying  for  it. 

Mr.  Speaker  has  drawn  a  most  unfavorable 
picture  of  the  distress  of  our  country,  but  he 
has  dwelt  with  more  than  ordinary  feeling 
on  that  portion  of  the  country  west  of  the 
Alleghany  mountains,   and  the  object  of  this 


bill  is  to  relieve  them  of  that  distress.  If  such 
are  the  fond  anticipations  of  gentlemen  from 
that  quarter,  I  fear  they  will  be  disappointed. 
I  am  really  disposed  very  much  to  question, 
whether  there  be  any  thing  like  distress  in  that 
section  of  which  most  is  complained — I  mean 
the  West.  There  may  have  been  a  great  de- 
preciation of  property,  and  individuals  may  not 
have  got  rich  as  fast  as  they  might  have  wished, 
or  might  have  anticipated,  forming  their  con- 
clusions from  an  unnatural  state  of  things  Which 
existed  some  eight  or  ten  years  ago  there.  I, 
sir,  at  various  periods,  have  traveUed  through 
that  portion  of  the  Union,  and  I  assure  you,  sir, 
if  there  was  any  thing  like  distress  in  the  country, 
it  retired  from  public  view  altogether.  I  never, 
in  the  whole  course  of  my  life,  saw  a  people 
more  happy  and  contented,  in  the  fuU  fruition 
of  the  best  of  every  thing  which  a  rich  and 
luxuriant  soU  could  afford.  The  cause  of  the 
depreciation  of  property  in  that  country,  has 
not  been  owing  to  a  want  of  protection  to  what 
has  been  termed  American  industry.  It  is 
owing,  sir,  to  other  causes — to  a  want  of  a 
sound  currency.  It  is  to  be  traced  in  then- 
over-issues  of  paper  money,  and  the  regulation 
of  the  land  office  system,  which  offers  such 
great  inducement  for  immigration,  and  by  that 
means  baa  drained  the  country  of  its  moneyed 
resources.  The  unparalleled  prosperity  of  that 
country  during  our  late  war,  gave  a  stimulus 
to  industry,  and  a  value  to  property,  which  no 
one  who  reasoned  on  the  subject  could  have 
supposed  would  continue  in  time  of  peace. 
While  the  war  threatened  the  Southern  and 
Eastern  States  with  distress  and^  ruin,  the 
Western  country  were  enjoying  a  height  of 
prosperity  never  before  experienced  in  any 
country.  And,  sir,  this  measure,  if  adopted, 
will  be  worse  than  war  upon  the  Southern 
country,  without  any  of  those  advantages  to 
the  West  which  grew  out  of  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain.  We,  sir,  who  suffered  in  war, 
should  at  least  be  allowed  some  of  the  advan- 
tages incident  to  a  peace.  This  bill  will  bear 
particularly  hard,  and  be  extremely  onerous  and 
burdensome  to  the  poor  and  laboring  classes  of 
our  community ;  even  the  spade  of  the  ditcher, 
the  axe  of  the  timber-cutter,  the  gun  of  the 
hunter,  and  aU  the  common  implements  of 
agriculture,  are  proposed  to  be  taxed  to  an 
entire  prohibition.  Instead,  sir,  of  taxing  the 
rich  man's  banquet,  and  those  articles  which 
the  interest  of  the  country  demands  we  should 
not  encourage,  we  find  those  articles  taxed 
highest  which  enter  into  the  domestic  concerns 
of  every  man's  household.  I,  sir,  should  not 
object  to  this  bill,  could  it  be  founded  on  a  great 
national  principle ;  but,  I  protest,  most  solemn- 
ly, against  any  measure  so  imequal  in  its  oper- 
ation, and  the  tendency  of  which  will  be  to 
oppress  one  section  of  country  for  the  advantage 
and  benefit  of  another,  and  which  must  precede, 
but  a  little  while,  the  necessity  of  an  excise, 
which  is  inconsistent  with  the  genius  and  spirit 
of  our  Government,  and  character  of  our  insti- 
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tations.  I  should  not  object  to  this  measure,  if 
the  operation  could  be  confined  to  that  portion 
of  the  Union  -which  has  been  so  loud  and 
clamorous  for  it.  But,  sir,  it  involves  us  also. 
"We  are  ready  and  willing  to  make  any  sacrifice 
for  the  good  of  the  nation.  Any  thing  for 
revenue,  but  not  a  cent  for  monopoly. 

When  Mr.  Govan  had  concluded — 

Mr.  HAMiLTOif  withdrew  his  motion  for  in- 
definite postponement. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Tod's  motion,  before 
stated,  was  then  taken,  and  stood — ^yeas  101, 
nays  101. 

The  House  being  equally  divided,  the  Spbakeb 
voted  with  the  yeas,  and  the  question  was  there- 
by carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  then  moved  further 
to  amend  the  said  bill,  by  striking  out  the  follow- 
ing item : 

"  On  all  foreign  distillecl  spirits,  fifteen  per  centum 
upon  the  duties  now  imposed  by  law,  and  in  addition 
thereto." 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amend- 
ment, it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
80,  nays  123. 

Mr.  Beadlet  renewed  the  motion  made  by 
him  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  laying  a  duty 
on  certain  imported  books. 

Mr.  B.  supported  the  amendment,  by  sub- 
mitting at  length  his  views  in  relation  to  it. 

Mr.  TuoKER,  of  South  Carolina,  opposed  the 
views  expressed  by  Mr.  Bkadlbt,  and  moved 
to  postpone  the  bill  to  the  first  day  of  De- 
cember. 

The  previous  question  was  then  again  called 
for  by  Mr.  Weight.  There  were  in  favor  of 
taking  it  70  votes,  and  against  it  94.  So  the 
call  was  not  sustained  by  the  House. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  post- 
ponement, as  moved  by  Mr.  Tuokbe,  of  South 
Carolina — 

Mr.  Mbeobe  opposed  the  motion  in  a  short 
speech ;  to  which  Mr.  Ttjokbe  replied  in  a  few 
words. 

Mr.  Eandolph  requested  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  to  withdraw  his  motion,  as  a 
personal  favor  to  him,  that  the  question  might 
be  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Beadlet. 

Mr.  TuoKEE  complied ;  but  with  notice  that, 
as  soon  as  the  present  amendment  should  be 
disposed  of,  he  should  renew  his  motion  for 
postponement. 

Mr.  Alleu  made  a  few  remarks  introductory 
to  the  reading  of  a  memorial  drawn  up  by  Mr. 
Jefierson,  (to  whose  liberal  sentiments  and  phi- 
losophical and  literary  character  he  bore  ample 
testimony,)  on  the  subject  embraced  by  the 
amendment  now  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Beadlet  modified  his  amendment  so  as 
to  read  to  the  following  effect : 

"  On  all  hooks  which  the  importer  shall  make  it 
satisfactorily  appear  to  the  Collector  of  the  port  were 
printed  previously  to  the  year  1776,  four  cents  per 
volume ;  and  on  all  books  printed  in  other  than  the 
Enghsh   language,   four  cents  per  volume ;   on   all  I 


other  books,  if  bound,   37  cents — if  in  sheets,   33 
cents  per  pound." 

Mr.  Webstee  stated  several  facta  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  PoiisrsETT  supported  the  amendment  by  a 
few  remarks. 

Mr.  ToESTTH  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  striking  out  its  last  clause,  viz :  "on 
aU  other  books,  when  bound,  37  cents  per 
pound,  and  when  in  boards  or  sheets,  33  cents 
per  pound." 

Mr.  Beadlet  opposifl  this  alteration,  and  it 
was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  CoNDioT  suggested,  as  a  modification,  to 
insert  "  or  parts  of  "  books,  which  was  accepted 
by  the  mover. 

Mr.  McAethfe  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question,  and  it  was  accordingly  taken,  first,  on 
the  first  clause  of  the  amendment,  and  decided 
by  yeas  and  nays — ^yeas  184,  nays  12. 

The  question  then  recm-ring  on  the  second 
part  of  the  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
it  were  dispensed  with,  and  that  part  of  the 
amendment  was  adopted,  without  a  division. 

Brown  Sugar. 

Mr.  Eandolph  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
so  as  to  reduce  the  duty  on  brown  sugar  to  two 
and  a  half  cents  per  pound. 

Mr.  Randolph  spoke  as  follows :  I  rise,  sir, 
for  the  purpose  of  offering  to  the  consideration 
of  this  House  an  amendment  to  the  bill  before 
them,  which  nothing  but  an  imperious  sense  of 
duty  could  have  induced  me,  rebus  existentiim, 
to  propose.  It  will  be  recollected  that,  in  the 
year  1816,  an  additional  duty  was  laid  on  brown 
sugar.  My  present  object  is  to  reduce  the 
duty  to  what  it  then  was.  I  shall  not  take  up 
the  time  of  the  House — I  never  have  done  it — 
in  discussing  the  general  principles  of  any  bill 
on  the  consideration  of  its  details.  We  all 
know  the  depreciation  of  money  which  has 
taken  place  since  1816 ;  that  revulsion  in  the 
pecuniary  concerns  of  this  country,  many  of  us, 
in  our  own  persons,  and  all  of  us  in  the  persons 
of  our  friends,  yet  live  to  deplore.  Sir,  what 
was  the  comparative  value  of  money  then  and 
a£  present?  Do  we  not  all  know  that  at  that 
time  a  duty  of  six  cents  per  pound  on  sugar 
would  not  have  been  as  much  felt  as  a  duty  of 
three  cents  is  felt  now  ?  Sir,  there  was  not  a 
man,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  a  few  mis- 
erable usurers  and  muckworms,  who  could  not 
then  get  six  dollars  easier  than  he  now  can  get 
three.  For  myself,  I  could  more  easily  have 
paid  three  dollars  at  that  time  than  I  can  pay 
one  dollar  to-day.  Sir,  the  demon  of  specula- 
tion had  taken  possession  of  the  public  mind — 
the  bubble,  not,  sir,  of  the  South  Sea  or  the 
Mississippi,  but  one  every  whit  as  mischievous 
— was  then  fully  blown  to  its  utmost  expansion, 
and  was  near  bursting.  Yet  the  duty  on  this 
article — an  article  we  are  all  obliged  to  con- 
sume ;  in  its  necessity  next  to  the  articles  of 
salt  and  iron,  in  universal  demand ;  and  enter- 
ing into  the  food  of  the  poorest  man  in  the 
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community,  would  not  have  been  as  great,  in 
proportion  to  the  value  of  money — at  six  dol- 
lars then,  as  it  is  now  at  three  dollars.     Sir,  I 
want  to  know  on  what  principle  it  is  that  the 
sugar  planter,  who  gets  his  mules,  his  stave  tim- 
ber, the  provisions  for  his  slave,  at  the  first 
hand  and  on  the  cheapest  possible  terms,  can- 
not be  satisfied  with  a,  protection — (the  word  is 
not  mine ;  I  disclaim  every  thing  of  the  kind, 
but  I  use  it  in  gentlemen's  own  sense  of  the 
term,)  yes,  sir,  a  protection  of  two  and  a  half 
cents  a  pound  on  their  sugar?     Sir,  we  have 
had  a  practical  commentary  in  the  success  of 
the  last  amendment,  (Mr.  Tod'b  on  cotton  bag- 
ging,) on  the  effects  of  perseverance — I  hope 
we  shall  profit  by  it;  I  hope  it  will  anioaate, 
especially,  every  opponent  of  the  bill  to  keep 
the  faith ;  to  fight  the  good  fight,  and  to  hold 
out  to  the  end.     [Here  Mr.  Beent  interposed.] 
_  Sir,  I  have  not  yet  done.    My  proposition, 
sir,  is  not  to  lay  a  tax,  but  to  take  one  off.  But, 
from  the  effect  it  seems  to  produce,  I  could 
really  think  that  by  some  necromantic  process, 
I  had  been  suddenly  transferred  to  a  Chamber 
of  Deputies,  or  to  a  British  House  of  Commons, 
to  the  deliberative  hall  of  some  one  of  the  older — 
I  will  not  say  the  more  corrupt — I  disclaim  the 
imputation;  but  one  of  the  older  and  more 
astute  Governments  of   Europe.      Sir,   I  am 
wrong.    I  rather  could  wish  I  was  thus  trans- 
ferred; for,  in  the  British  Parliament,  I  could 
see  duties  reduced  to  less  than  one-half  of  their 
former  amount;  not,  indeed,  from  choice,  sir, 
for  power  is  sweet,  and  so  is  money ;  hut  the 
British  ministry  have  been  driven  to  the  re- 
duction, and  on  the  necessary  article  of  salt, 
seven-eighths  of  the  duty  has  been  taken  off, 
and  they  are  pledged  to  repeal  the  remainder. 
But  here,  sir,  by  some  strange  conjunction  of 
the  planets — for  evidently  it  cannot  have  been 
by   any  constellation  being  in   opposition — a 
most  extraordinary  effect  has  been  produced. 
In  this  most  popular  branch  of  the  most  popular 
Government  in  the  world,  we,  who  come  im- 
mediately from  the  people,  whose  arteries  may 
be  expected  to  pulsate  and  keep  measure  with 
their  own,  instantly  become  extremely  fastidi- 
ous, so  soon  as  any  proposal  is  made,  the  objefct 
of  which  is  to  lessen  the  burdens  of  the  coun- 
try.    Sir,  were  it  not  as  plain  as  the  noonday 
sun,  I  would  quote  high  authority  in  this  House, 
to  prove  what  I  have  said  of  the  distresses  of 
the  country.     Sir,   the  very  stamp   act  itself 
could  hardly  throw  us  into  a  greater  flame  than 
a  proposal  to  diminish  any  of  the  taxes— ay, 
sir,  or  our  own  emolument,  seems  to  excite  in 
this  House.    But  as  it  is  a  feeling  in  which  I 
do  not  participate,  as  my  feelings  run  in  quite 
another  direction,  I  find  myself  quite  cool — never 
more  unmoved  in  my  life;  for  if,  as  I  have 
some  reason  to  fear,  the  tax  shall  not  be  re- 
duced, I  sir,  shall  pay  as  little  of  it  as  any  man. 
Mr.  OoNDiOT  opposed  the  motion,  and  refer- 
red to  the  facts  which  existed  when  the  present 
duty  was  laid. 
Mr,  Eandolph  replied. 


Mr.  Beent  said  a  few  words ;  and 
Mr.  Ployd  argued  at  some  length  in  favor  of 
the  reduction. 

Mr.  Cook  took  the  same  side  of  the  question, 
and  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Gueley  ;  when 

Mr.  WiOKLiFFB  called  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. The  House  refused  to  take  it — ayes  81, 
noes  99. 

Mr.  Faeeellt  opposed  the  reduction. 
Mr.  Waefield  avowed  a  change  of  sentiment 
on  the  subject,  and  argued  in  favor  of  the  re- 
duction, and  in  answer  to  Mr.  Faeeellt. 

Mr.  Cook  spoke  in  vindication  of  the  course 
he  had  pursued,  and  in  answer  to  a  charge  of 
inconsistency. 

Mr.  LxviNosTON  explained  some  facts  in  re- 
lation to  the  consumption  and  raising  of  sugar, 
and  urged  arguments  against  the  proposed 
amendment. 

Mr.  Mallaey  inquired  into  the  state  of  the 
sugar-growing  interest,  and  the  prospects  of  its 
increase. 

Mr.  LivnTGSTON  replied,  and  stated  details  in 
explanation. 

Mr.  Mooee,  of  Alabama,  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment. 

The  House  refused  to  adjourn — ayes  87,  noes 
100. 

Mr.  FoESYTH  gave  the  history  of  the  imposi- 
tion of  the  tax  on  sugar,  to  show  that  it  was 
raised  for  revenue  only,  and  advocated  the  re- 
duction. 
Mr.  Mallaey  spoke  in  opposttion  to  it. 
The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Eait- 
dolph's  motion,  by  yeas  and  nays — ^yeas  96, 
nays  99,  as  follows  : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander  of  Vir- 
ginia, Alien  of  Massachusetts,  Allen  of  Tennessee, 
Archer,  P.  P.  Barbour,  Breok,  Brown,  Buckner,  Bur- 
leigh, Burton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  .South  Car- 
olina, Carter,  Gary,  Cobb,  Conner,  Cook,  Cnlpeper, 
Cushman,  Dwinell,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forsyth,  Garnett,  Gatlin, 
Gist,  Govan,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hayward, 
Henry,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Houston,  Kent,  La- 
throp,  Lee,  Leltwich,  Letcher,  Little,  Livennore, 
Locke,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKim,  Man- 
gum,  Matlack,  Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  Mary- 
land, Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Plumer  of 
New  Hampshire,  Randolph,  Beynolds,  Rives,  Boss, 
Saunders,  Scott,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth, 
William  Smith,  Spaight,  Spence,  Sterling,  A.  Steven 
son,  J.  Stephenson,  Stoddard,  Strong,  Tahaferro, 
Tattnall,  Ten  Eyck,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tomlin- 
son,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Warfield, 
Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White,  Wickliffe,  Williams  of 
New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North 
Carohna,  and  James  Wilson — 96. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Alexander  of  Tennessee,  Allison, 
BayUes,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  Bartley,  Bassett, 
Blair,  Brent,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Caasedy,  Cooke,  Collins,  Condict,  Craft,s,  Craig, 
Crowninshield,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Durfee,  Dwight, 
Eaton,  Eddy,  Ellis,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Forward, 
Fidler,  Garrison,  Gazlay,  Gurley,  Harris,  Hayden, 
Hemphill,  Herkimer,  Hogeboom,  Holcombe,  Isacks, 
Jenkins,    Johnson   of  Vu-ginia,   J.  T.  Johnson,  F. 
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Johnson,  Kreiper,  Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Litchfield, 
Livingston,  Long,  McArthnr,  McKean,  McKee,  Mc- 
Lane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Mark- 
ley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore  of  Alabama, 
Owen,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Plnmer  of  Pennsylvania,  Poinsett,  Prince,  Rankin, 
Reed,  Richards,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rose,  Sandford,  Sharpe, 
Sibley,  Sloane,  Standefer,  Stewart,  Swan,  Taylor, 
Test,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tyson,  Udree, 
Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  "Wyck,  Vinton,  "Wayne,  Web- 
ster, Whipple,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright — 99. 

So  the  motion  "was  negatived. 

A  motioa  was  made  by  Mr.  Williams,  of 
North  Carolina,  to  amend  the  bill,  by  inserting 
the  following,  viz  :  On  salt,  twelve  and  a  haS 
cents  per  bushel  of  fifty-six  pounds,  instead  of 
twenty  cents,  as  now  imposed  by  law."  * 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


*  This  was  the  first  error  committed  in  the  movement  to  re- 
duce the  salt  dnty — the  error  of  not  coupling  with  it  the  cor- 
responding reduction  of  the  fishing  houuties  and  allowances. 
These  bounties  and  allowances  were  nothing  but  a  draw- 
back of  the  dnty  on  salt  on  that  part  of  the  fish  which  should 
be  exported  :  and  as  such  drawback,  previous  to  this  time, 
the  salt  duty  and  the  fishing  boonties  and  allowances,  rose 
and  fell,  lived  and  died,  and  came  to  life  again  together.  The 
same  of  salted  provisions  (beef  and  pork)  exported.  From 
the  first  salt  tax  in  1789,  when  the  tax  was  6  cents  the  bushel, 
down  to  the  suppression  of  the  same  in  1807,  when  it  had 
been  raised  to  20  cents  a  bushel,  the  tax  and  its  attendant  boun- 
ties and  allowances  on  both  fish  and  salt  provisions,  rose  to- 
gether and  fell  together.  In  the  act  of  ''Si^^  after  imposing  the 
duty  of  6  cents  a  bushel  on  salt,  it  went  on  to  allow  the  draw- 
back in  these  words :  "  That  there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid 
on  every  quintal  of  dried,  and  on  every  barrel  of  pickled  fish, 
of  the  fisheries  of  the  U.  S.,  and  on  every  barrel  of  salted  provi- 
sions of  the  tr.  8.,  exported  to  any  country  without  the  lim- 
its thereof,  in  lieu  of  the  duties  imposed  on  the  importa- 
tion of  the  salt  employed  and  expended  therein  ;  viz  :  On 
every  quintal  (112  pounds)  of  dried  fish,  5  cents :  on  every 
barrel  of  pickled  fish,  5  cents :  on  every  barrel  of  salted  pro- 
visions, 5  cents." — In  1792,  when  the  salt  tax  was  raised  to  8 
cents  a  bushel,  all  these  allowances  were  increased  one- 
fourth  :  in '  95,  when  the  tax  was  raised  to  12  cents,  the  al- 
lowances were  doubled :  in  1797,  when  raised  to  20  cents,  all 
the  bounties  and  allowances  were  proportionately  increased, 
60  as  to  make  them  above  three  times  as  much  as  when  first 
allowed  in  1789.  In  the  year  1807,  under  Mr.  Jefl'erson,  and 
upon  his  recommendation,  the  salt  tax,  and  all  its  appurte- 
nances, was  suppressed ;  but  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  with 
Great  Britain,  the  salt  tax  was  revived,  and  at  its  highest 
rate,  of  20  cents  for  56  pounds,  (while  the  measured  bushel 
weighed  84  pounds ;)  but  only  as  a  war  tax — to  continue  to 
the  end  of  the  war,  and  one  year  thereafter,  and  no  longer. 
Ujun  which  the  sagacious  Mr.  Macon  said,  these  fine  words 
of  limitation  were  nothing:  the  tax,  if  put  on,  would  stick. 
And  above  forty  years'  experience  has  shown  that  he  was 
about  right;  the  tax  still  sticks,  in  part,  and  the  fishing 
bounties  and  allowances,  founded  upon  it,  in  fall.  But  not 
so  of  the  bounties  on  the  exportation  of  salted  provisions.  The 
tax  being  only  for  the  war,  and  no  esportations  being  ex- 
pected by  the  farmers  during  the  war,  the  allowance  to  ex- 
ported salted  provisions  was  not  revived.  To  the  fisheries 
only  the  bounties  and  allowances  were  revived;  and  they 
have  been  drawing  great  annual  sums  from  the  treasury 


"Wednesday,  April  14. 
Claim  of  Dcmiel  D,  TomphiTia, 
Mr.  KoLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  upon  the  subject  of  the  claim  of  Daniel 
D.  Tompkins,  late  Governor  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  made  a  report  thereon;  which  was  read, 
and  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  of  "VJiprys  and  Means,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  of  the  25th  of  March,  1824,  relative  to  the  ac- 
counts of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  report : 

That  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Tompkins  underwent  a 
ftill  investigation  by  a  committee  of  the  House,  ap- 
pointed at  the  second  session  of  the  last  Congress, 
who  made  a  detailed  report  thereon,  and  in  the  views 
of  the  committee  then  expressed,  as  to  the  services  of 
Governor  Tompkins,  anJhis  claims  to  the  justice  and 
Uherality  of  his  country,  this  committee  fully  concur. 

On  a  consideration  of  the  claims  and  accounts  of 
Governor  Tompkins,  the  committee,  at  the  last  session, 
reported  iu  favor  of,  and  recommended — 

1.  An  allowance  of  interest  on  all  moneys  advanced 
by  him,  on  account  of  the  public,  from  the  time  of 
making  such  advances  to  the  time  of  his  being  re- 
imbursed. 

2.  An  allowance  of  a  reasonable  commission  on  all 
moneys  disbursed  by  him  during  the  late  war. 

3.  An  indemnity  for  losses  sustained  by  him,  in  con- 
sequence of  any  failure  on  tiie  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  fulfil  its  engagements  to  send  him  money 
and  Treasury  notes,  witiiin  the  time  specified,  to  be 
deposited  in  certain  banks  as  collateral  security  for 
loans  procured  by  him  at  the  request  and  on  ac- 
count of  the  Government. 

4.  An  irresponsibility  for  losses  incurred  by  any 
frauds  or  failures  of  sub-agents  to  whom  moneys 
were  advanced  through  his  hands. 

In  conformity  with  this  report,  a  bill  was  passed  au- 


ever  since, — as  large  as  ever — without  regard  to  the  subse- 
quent reductions  in  the  salt  duty;  while  the  exporters  of 
beef  and  pork  have  been  losing  20  cents  on  the  barrel  since 
the  revival  of  the  tax.  The  following  is  the  bill  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  salt  tax  passed  in  Mr.  Jefferson's  time  : 

Be  it  eTiacted,  c&c,  That,  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day 
of  June  next,  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  laying  an  additional 
duty  on  salt  imported  into  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  passed  the  eighth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-seven,  shall  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is, 
repealed,  and  that,  from  and  after  the  thirty-first  day  of  De- 
cember next,  so  much  of  any  act  as  lays  a  duty  on  imported 
salt,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  repealed ;  and,  from  and 
after  the  day  last  aforesaid,  salt  shall  be  imported  into  the 
United  States  free  of  duty :  Provided,  That  for  the  recovery 
and  receipt  of  such  duties  as  shall  have  accrued,  and  on  the 
days  aforesaid,  respectively,  remain  outstanding,  and  for  the 
recovery  and  distribution  of  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures, 
and  the  remission  thereof,  which  shall  have  been  incurred 
before  and  on  the  said  days,  respectively,  the  provisions  ot 
the  aforesaid  act  shall  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fwrther  enacted.  That,  from  and  alter 
the  first  day  of  January  next,  so  much  of  any  act  as  allows 
a  bounty  on  exported  salt  provisions  and  pickled  fish,  in  lieu 
of  drawback  of  the  duties  on  the  salt  employed  in  curing  the 
same,  and  so  much  of  any  act  as  makes  allowance  to  the 
owners  and  crews  of  fishing  vessels,  in  lieu  of  drawback  of 
the  duties  paid  on  the  salt  used  by  the  same,  shall  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  repealed:  Provided^  That  the  provi- 
sions of  the  aforesaid  acts  shall  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue 
for  the  payment  of  the  bounties  or  allowances  incurred  or 
payable  on  the  first  day  of  January  next. 


760 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  OF  K.] 


The  Tariff  BUI. 


[Apeil,  1824. 


thorizing  "  the  proper  Eicoounting  officers  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  adjust  and  settle  the  accounts  and  claims  of 
Daniel  D.  Tonapkins,  late  Governor  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  on  principlesof  equity  and  justice,  subject 
to  the  revision  and  final  decision  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States." 

The  committee  have  no  doubt  that  Governor  Tomp- 
kins has  been  and  yet  is  a  creditor  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  a  large  amount,  and  that  every  principle  of 
justice  would  recommend  a  prompt  and  liberal  settle- 
ment of  his  accounts,  upon  the  basis  of  the  foregoing 
report ;  but  they  are  of  opinion,  also,  that  the  act  of 
Congress  before  recited  gives  sufficient  authority  for 
this  purpose. 

So  far  as  the  committee  have  been  informed,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  aforesaid  act  has  been  liberally  inter- 
preted by  the  President  and  the  accounting  officers, 
and  that,  under  the  provisions  of  that  law,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  now  possesses  the  power, 
and  ought,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  to  exer- 
cise it,  of  doing  full'  and  liberal  justice  to  Governor 
Tompkins. 

The  committee  do  not  perceive  any  good  reason, 
therefore,  for  making  any  change  in  the  existing  law, 
and  recommend  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject,  and  that  it  be  again  referred  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States  for  his  final  decision. 

Some  ooEversation  arose  between  Mr.  McLanb 
and  Mr.  Oooke,  on  the  subject,  when  Mr.  Cooke 
moved  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table.  The 
motion  was  agreed  to — ayes  76,  noes  60. 

The  Tariff  Bill. 

The  House  having  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  biU  for  a  revision  of  the  Tariff — 

Mr.  TiTOKKE,  of  South  Carolina,  renewed  the 
motion  he  had  yesterday  made  for  a  postpone- 
ment of  the  Tariff  bill  to  the  first  day  of  Decem- 
ber next ;  on  which  question  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  required. 

Mr.  Teimble  moved  for  a  call  of  the  House ; 
the  motion  was  agreed  to — ayes  87,  noes  78. 
A  call  of  the  House  was  accordingly  ordered. 
The  names  of  the  absentees  were  called  and  the 
doors  closed. 

Mr.  Little  then  moved  to  dispense  with  all 
further  proceedings  in  the  calL  The  motion 
was  negatived.    Ayes  78,  noes  103. 

Excuses  were  then  offered  for  several  absen- 
tees, and  accepted. 

Mr.  Wbbstbe  moved  that  all  further  proceed- 
ings on  the  call  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Teimble  opposed  the  motion. 

The  question  was  taken  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative.   Ayes  110. 

Mr.  Meeoee  protested  against  either  an  indefi- 
nite postponement,  or  taking  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  this  bill,  whilst  amendments  were  pend- 
ing, and  others  ready  to  be  offered. 

Mr.  Teimble  then  required  the  previous  ques- 
tion. The  House  refused  to  sustain  the  call — 
ayes  94,  noes  97. 

Mr.  Webstee  stated  his  reasons  for  voting 
against  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  .bill. 

Mr.  Randoxph  expressed  nearly  the  same 
views. 


Mr.  Tuckbe  said,  on  making  his  motion  to 
postpone  the  Tariff  bill  to  the  1st  of  December 
next,  he  did  not  rise  to  make  a  speech,  because 
other  gentlemen  had  already  expressed  his  views 
of  the  subject  under  discussion  much  better 
than  he  was  capable  of  doing,  and  much  more 
to  his  satisfaction.  But  I  am  of  opinion,  said 
Mr.  T.,  that  this  discussion,  and  the  course  that 
has  been  pursued,  are  suflicient  evidence  of  the 
impropriety,  at  least,  of  laying  _  duties  for  any 
purpose  except  revenue.  And  if  we  can  place 
any  confidence  in  the  opinion  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, there  is  no  necessity  for  increasing  the 
revenue,  except  it  should  be  thought  necessary 
to  carry  into  operation  a  system  of  internal  im- 
provement— a  project,  he  believed,  equally  as 
unconstitutional  an  the  proposed  Jianff,  and 
which  will  be  equally  as  partial  in  its  operation, 
and  oppressive  in  its  effect ;  both  of  which  I 
consider  a  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  constitu- 
tion, unwise,  and  impolitic — measures  which  I 
protest  against.  Some  gentlemen  contend  that, 
if  the  bill  should  pass,  it  will  increase  the  rev- 
enue, and  encourage  domestic  industry;  and 
that,  by  increasing  the  duty,  the  articles  wUl 
come  cheaper  to  the  consumer,  &c.  I  cannot 
believe  such  doctrine.  To  say  that  the  manu- 
facturers cannot  go  on  without  increasing  the 
present  duties,  to  enable  them  to  compete  with 
foreign  manufactures,  and  thereby  place  it  in 
the  power  of  the  manufacturers  to  charge  more 
for  their  articles,  and  yet  that  they  wUl  come 
cheaper  to  the  consumer,  seems  to  me  absurd. 

Our  constitution  was  formed  to  establish 
justice,  insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for 
the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  this 
Union.  But  if  these  projects  are  carried  into 
operation,  they  must  and  wiU  have  a  contrary 
effect.  From  some  sections  of  this  Union,  peti- 
tions have  been  presented  from  many  manufac- 
turers, praying  for  protection ;  which,  if  they 
succeed,  must  operate  against  the  interest  of 
every  other  class,  except  themselves,  and  be 
particularly  oppressive  to  the  people  in  the 
Southern  States. 

This  subject  has  been  too  long  discussed,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  every  gentleman's  mind  is 
made  up  on  it,  and  that  the  vote  now  would  be 
the  same  that  it  would  be  a  month  hence.  I 
think  the  bill  worse  now,  than  when  it  was  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  as 
I  am  opposed  to  the  biU  with  any  amendments 
that  could  be  made ;  and,  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  an  end  to  further  discussion  and  amend- 
ment, I  shall  move  for  the  postponement  of  it. 
I  think  it  time  for  the  present  session  to  come 
to  a  close ;  I,  for  one,  wish  to  go  home ;  but,  if 
gentlemen  think  we  should  stay  longer,  I  am  of 
opinion  our  time  can  be  much  better  employed 
on  other  subjects.  I  call  for  the  ayes  and  noes 
on  the  question  of  postponement. 

Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  P.  P.  Baeboue  made 
a  few  observations  in  reply.  When  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  on  indefinite  postponement — 
yeas  45,  nays  155. 
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Salt   Tax. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment 
previously  offered  by  Mr.  Williams,  reducing 
the  duty  on  salt  to  10  cents  per  bushel. 

Mr.  Eoss  called  for  the  previous  question. 

The  House  refused  to  sustain  the  call — ayes 
93,  noes  95. 

Mr.  SAiroroED  made  some  general  remarks  in 
opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Keed  stated  facts,  and  quoted  memorials 
in  opposition  to  the  amendment  proposed. 

Mr.  FtoTD  advocated  the  reduction,  which 
was  also  supported  by  Messrs.  Randolph  and 
MooEE,  of  Alabama ;  when  the  question  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  81,  nays  122,  as 
follows : 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginiai 
Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer, 
Barber  of  Connecticnt,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  S.  Barbour, 
Bartlett,  Buck,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Campbell  of  South 
Carolina,  Carter,  Cary,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Conner,  Cul- 
peper,  Cushman,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd, 
Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Garnett,  Gatlin, 
Gist,  Govan,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hayward, 
Houston,  Kent,  Lathrop,  Lee,  Leftwlch,  Little,  Liv- 
ermore,  Long,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKee,  McKim, 
Mangnm,  Matlack,  Mercer,  Mitchell  of  Maryland, 
Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale,  Owen,  Plumer  of  New 
Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Randolph,  Reynolds,  Rives, 
Rogers,  Saunders,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth, 
William  Smith,  Spaight,  Spence,  Standefer,  Sterling, 
A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Stoddard,  Tahaferro, 
Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tomlinson,  Tucker 
of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carohna,  Vance  of 
North  Carolina,  Warfield,  Wayne,  Williams  of  Vir- 
ginia, WiUiams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of 
South  CaroliQa — 81. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allison,  BayHes,  Bartley,  Bassett,  Beecher,  Blair, 
Breck,  Brent,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Buokner,  Cady, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Clark,  CoUins,  Condict, 
Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Crowninshield,  Cuthbert,  Day, 
Durfee,  DwineU,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  EUis,  Far- 
relly,  Findlay,  Foote  of  New  York,  Forward,  Fuller, 
Garrison,  Gazlay,  Gurley,  Harris,  Hayden,  Hemphill, 
Henry,  Herriok,  Herkimer,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hol- 
combe,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T. 
Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Kremer,  Lawrence, 
Letcher,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Livingston,  Longfellow, 
McArthur,  McKean,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean 
of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Mat- 
son,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of 
Kentucky,  Morgan,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Patterson  of 
Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Peimsyl- 
vania.  Prince,  Rankin,  Reed,  Richards,  Rich,  Rose, 
Ross,  Sandford,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  Sloane,  Stewart, 
Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test, 
Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson, 
Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselear,  Van  Wyck, 
Vinton,  Webster,  Whipple,  Whitman,  Whittlesey, 
White,  Wickliffe,  WiUiams  of  New  York,  James 
Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods, 
and  Wright— 121. 


So  the  motion  of  Mr.  Williams  was  nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  Keemee  called  for  the  previous  question. 

The  House,  this  time,  sustained  the  call — 
ayes  98,  noes  86. 

The  question,  "ShaU  the  main  question  be 
now  put?"  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas 
111,  nays  93. 

The  said  main  question  was  then  put,  to  wit : 
"  Shall  the  biU  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time  ?"  and  passed  in  the  afiirmative — yeas  105, 
nays  102,  as  follows:  * 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allison,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  Bartley,  Beecher, 
Bradley,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Buckner,  Cady, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Clark,  Collins,  Condict, 
Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy, 
Ellis,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Forward,  Garrison,  Gazlay, 
Harris,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Hol- 
combe,  Houston,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T. 
Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Kremer,  Lawrence, 
Letcher,  Little,  McArthur,  McKean,  McKim,  Mc- 
Lane of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Mark- 
ley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Matson,  Metcalfe, 
Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland, 
Moore  of  Kentucky,  Morgan,  Patterson  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania, 
Prince,  Richards,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rose,  Eoss,  Scott, 
Sharpe,  Sloane,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Storrs, 
Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of 
Kentucky,  Tod,  Tomlioson,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson, 
Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck, 
Vinton,  Wayne,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White,  Wick- 
liffe, James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wflson  of  Ohio, 
Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia, 
Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer, 
BayUes,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  S.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Bas- 
sett, Blair,  Breck,  Brent,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Cambre- 
leng,  Campbell  of  South  Carohna,  Carter,  Cary, 
Cobb,  Cocke,  Conner,  Crowninshield,  Culpeper, 
Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Day,  DwineU,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote  of  New 
York,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Fuller,  Garnett,  Gatlin,  Gist, 
Govan,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hayward, 
Herrick,  Hobaxt,  Hogeboom,  Hooks,  Isacks,  Kent, 
Lathrop,  Lee,  .Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Liver- 
more,  Livingston,  Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy, 
McDuffie,  McKee,  Mangom,  Mercer,  Moore  of  Ala- 
bama, Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Plu- 
mer of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Randolph,  Rankin, 
Reed,  Reynolds,  Rives,  Saunders,  Sandford,"  Sibley, 
Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  WUham  Smith, 
Spaight,  Spence,  Standefer,  A.  Stevenson,  J.  Ste- 
phenson, Taliaferro,  Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Georgia, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Warfield,  Webster,  Whip- 
ple, WiUiams  of  New  York,  WiUiams  of  Virginia, 
WiUiams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  South 
Carolina. 

So  the  bUl  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 
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Ab6ott,  Joel,  Eepresentative  from  Georgia,  3,  216,  377,  592. 
— See  IndeXj  toI.  6. 

Abhbdeen,  Hettet,  in  the  the  House,  petition  oi^  presented, 
257;  owing  to  the  construction  of  the  laws -relating  to 
enrolling  and  licensing  of  vessels,  colored  persona  wore 
debarred  from  this  privilege,  258. 

AoAiTs,  Benjamin,  Representative  from  Massachusetts,  8. 
—iSee  Iiid&c,  vols.  5,  6. 

Addresses  of  the  Senate  and  Mouse  in  answer  to  President's 
Messages.^*?e6  Irbdeoi,  vols.  1,  2. 

Adjov,m7ii&nt^  in  the  Senate,  a  proposition  to  adjourn  on 
the  first  of  April  considered,  169 ;  nothing  but  ordinary 
business  to  be  done,  169 ;  too  soon  to  fix  a  day,  169 ;  noth- 
ing be  lost  by  postponing  most  of  the  important  ques- 
tions now  before  Congress  to  the  next  se^ion,  169 ;  tho 
real  question  is,  whether  the  business  can  be  done  in  a  cer- 
tain time,  170 ;  further  debate,  170 ;  resolution  agreed  to, 
170. 

In  the  Mouse^  do  not  possess  the  necessary  facts  to  fiic 
a  limit  to  the  session,  267 ;  very  little  has  been  done  so 
far,  268 ;  further  debate,  263. 

AdmiraZs  in  the  ^o/vy.—See  Indeas,  vol.  2. 

African  Ski/ves  and  Skuvery.-^See  Ind&x,^  vols.  1,  2,  and  In- 
dea>y  vol.  6,  Sla/very. 

Alexander,  Adam  E.,  Eepresentative  from  Tennessee,  592. 

Alexandee,  Maek,  Eepresentative  from  Virginia,  3,  316 
377,  592 ;  on  the  Eevolutionary  Pension  bill,  291.  See 
Index,  vol.  6. 

Algerine  War.— See  Index,  vol.  1. 

Allegiance^  foreign. — See  Index,  vol,  1 ;  also  Indeoo,  vols. 
2,  5,  6.,  I^atriaiioTi. 

Allen,  Nathaniel,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  3. 
See  Ind^  vol.  6. 

Allen,  Eoeeet,  Eepresentative  from  Tennessee,  6,  216,  377, 
592;  on  the  public  land  debt,  127;  relative  to  payment 
for  horses  lost  in  the  Seroinole  war,  808 ;  on  road  from 
Memphis  to  Little  Eock,  615.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Allen,  Samuel  C,  Eepresentative  from  Massachusetts,  3, 
215,  877,  592.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Allison,  James,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  592. 

Atnelia  IslaThd.—See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Am&ndTTieni  of  the  Journal  of  the  House.See  Missouri. 

Amendment  to  the  Constitution. — In  the  Senate,  resolution 
offered  to  amend  the  constitution  so  as  to  give  the  Sen- 
ate appellate  jurisdiction  from  the  Judiciary  over  all 
cases  in  law  or  equity  under  the  constitution,  &c.,  145 ; 
.  the  constitution  itself  contemplates  amendment,  146; 
the  sole  difficulty  in  its  formation  was  to  determine  the 
proper  distribution  of  power,  146;  after  an  experience  of 


thirty-two  years  it  becomes  our  duty  to  begin  this  inquiry 
relative  to  the  conflicts  between  the  Federal  Judiciary 
and  the  sovereignty  of  the  States,  146;  those  conflicts  so 
frequent  and  alarming,  the  public  safety  demands  an  in- 
vestigation, 146 ;  it  is  contended  by  some  of  the  States, 
that  the  States  have  superior  claims  to  an  exclusive  de- 
cision in  all  cases  of  conflicting  power,  146 ;  in  the  case 
of  Pennsylvania,  much  was  said  of  the  rights  of  the  par- 
ties, and  the  necessity  of  a  tribunal  that  could  remedy 
the  evil,  146 ;  at  this  time  there  is  unfortunately  a  want 
of  confidence  in  the  Federal  Judiciary  in  cases  that  in- 
volve political  power,  147;  it  is  a  principle  interwoven 
both  in  the  theory  and  practice  of  our  Government,  that 
every  department  which  exercises  political  power  shall  be 
responsible  to  the  people,  147 ;  it  may  be  denied  by  some 
that  the  Judiciary  exercises  legislative  or  judicial  pow- 
ers, 148;  the  passions  and  propenaitics  of  human  nature, 
with  all  their  imperfections,  are  alike  common  to  every 
rank  and  condition,  148 ;  it  is  not  pretended  that  judges 
are  worse  than  other  men,  148 ;  power  cannot  safely  he 
confided  anywhere  without  the  guarantee  of  responsi- 
bility, 149;  are  we  choosing  guardians  to  control  us,  and 
prevent  us  from  destroying  ourselves  in  our  fits  of  luna- 
cy? 149;  has  the  change  in  the  judicial  term  from  ten- 
ancy at  will  to  that  of  life  essentially  changed  the  char- 
acter of  decisions  in  Great  Britain?  149;  the  nature  and 
the  object  of  the  Federal  Judiciary  are  subjects  worthy 
of  investigatiou,  150;  the  real  object  of  an  independent 
Judiciary  in  this  country,  must  have  been  to  embody 
the  best  experience  in  legal  knowledge,  and  produce 
uniformity  of  decision  in  legal  questions  relating  to  prop- 
erty and  crimes,  150 ;  what  should  be  the  supreme  law 
of  the  land  ?  150 ;  the  history  of  this  Government  fur- 
nishes us  nothing  that  can  induce  us  to  look  -with  a  very 
favorable  eye  to  the  Federal  Judiciary  as  a  safe  deposi- 
tory of  our  liberties,  151;  instances  in  which  State  au- 
thorities have  been  set  at  defiance,  151 ;  case  of  Dart- 
mouth College,  151;  case  of  New  Jersey,  152;  case  of 
Pennsylvania,  152 ;  case  of  Maryland,  153 ;  ease  of  Ohio 
and  Kentucky,  153 ;  the  case  of  Cohen  vs.  Virginia,  154. 

MecUon  of  President  and  Vice  President  by  a  di- 
rect 'sote  of  the  people,  a  resolution  relative  to,  offered, 
4T2. 

A  resolution  providing  that  the  electors  shall  continue 
voting  until  a  President  is  chosen,  offered,  473;  the 
necessity  of  some  change  is  obvious,  473 ;  numerous  pro- 
positions offered,  473 ;  the  Electors  represent  the  true 
feelings  of  the  people,  473. 

A  resolution  proposing  the  district  system,  offered,  473. 

A  resolution  to  restore  the  original  system  proposed, 
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474 ;  a  return  to  the  good  old  ways  of  our  political  fethers, 
474  ;  for  what  purpose  was  the  office  of  Vice  Presl- 
dent  created,  474;  the  propriety  of  the  original  mode 
of  election  was  not  only  evident  from  the  deductions 
of  reasoning  and  the  voice  of  experience,  but  it  was 
fully  confirmed  by  the  prospect  of  the  future  and  espe- 
cially by  the  prospect  immediately  before  the  nation* 
475 ;  note,  475 ;  while  no  small  excitement  exists  in  rela- 
tion to  the  President's  election,  there  is  an  utter  apathy 
and  indifference  in  regard  to  the  Vice  President,  476. 

Eesolutlon  providing  for  a  second  ballot  by  the  Elec- 
tors if  there  is  no  choice  on  the  first  ballot,  475;  the 
plan  of  an  election  by  a  direct  vote  of  the  people  ex- 
amined, 476;  it  does  not  profess  to  give  the  choice  to 
a  majority  of  the  people,  and  renders  a  resort  to  the 
House  of  Eepresentativea  almost  indispensable,  476 ;  the 
consent  of  the  States  required  for  the  district  system, 
476 ;  basis  of  the  election  of  the  three  departments  of 
Government,  476;  its  tendency  is  to  reduce  still  more 
the  relative  weight  of  the  large  States  in  the  general 
scale,  477 ;  remarks  on  the  other  propositions,  477,  478 ; 
remarks  of  commentators  on  the  constitution,  478 ;  ex- 
perience has  settled  for  us  the  general  point  of  the  opera- 
tion of  the  powers  conferred  by  the  constitution  npon 
the  relative  strength  and  infiuence  of  the  respective 
Governments,  479 ;  election  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent by  a  direct  vote  of  the  people  considered,  496 ;  it 
proposes  to  divide  the  United  States  into  electoral  dis- 
tricts, 496,  49T ;  evils  of  the  general  ticket  system,  497 ; 
the  choice  of  electors  by  legislative  ballot  is  sul^ect  to 
equal  objections,  498 ;  analysis  of  the  words  of  the 
constitution,  498;  the  constmction  put  upon  the  con- 
stitution at  the  time  of  its  adoption,  499;  reasons  stated 
in  the  Federalist,  499 ;  these  reasons  considered,  500, 
501 ;  by  the  constitution  it  was  intended  the  electoral 
office  should  be  one  of  the  first  dignity  in  the  republic,, 
502;  the  elector  may  betray  the  liberties  of  the  people 
by  selling  his  vote,  502 ;  historical  examples  to  prove  the 
correctness  of  this  opinion,  502 ;  the  virtue  and  simpli- 
city of  this  day  must  pass  away,  508 ;  danger  of  tumults 
and  popular  commotions,  508 ;  what  shall  we  infer  from 
tumultuous  elections,  504;  the  Grecian  republics,  504. 

Caucus  Sy8tem.~-JJndeT  the  present  state  of  public 
feelings  the  consideration  of  the  amendments  should  be 
postponed,  517  ;  a  new,  self-created,  central  power, 
stronger  than  the  power  of  the  constitution,  has  grown  np 
at  the  seat  of  Government,  617;  note,  517;  this  power  at 
present  comp  osed  of  a  select  number  of  members  of  Con- 
gress, &c.,  618;  they  are  under  no  restriction  as  to  the 
number  and  condition  and  residence  of  their  members, 
518 ;  should  perilous  times  occur  and  men  of  nnchas- 
tened  ambition  become  President  and  Vice  President 
they  would  employ  this  central  power  to  fill  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  518;  let  any  member  of  the  Senate 
point  out  an  article  or  clanse  of  the  constitution  which 
gives  tho  slightest  encouragement  to  measures  of  any 
sort  by  which  a  concentration  of  the  votes  for  the  Presi- 
dent may  be  effected  previously  to  the  choice  of  elec- 
tors in  the  several  States,  518;  the  practice  of  holding 
caucuses  has  long  existed,  519;  the  first  embargo  was 
agreed  upon  in  caucus,  519;  proceeding  in  the  States 
relative  to  an  amendment  of  the  constitution,  519;  it 
has  been  said  that  the  proposed  amendment  is  an  at- 
tempt on  the  part  of  the  large  States  to  deprive  the 
smaller  States  of  their  equal  ratio  in  the  House  in  the 
choice  of  President,  620 ;  a  reference  to  what  had  taken 
place  should  dispel  this  impression,  520. 

A  disproportion  has  grown  dut  of  tho  relative  powers 
of  the  great  and  small  States  which  the  members  of  the 
convention  had  not  foreseen,  521 ;  six  great  States  can 
control  the  election,  521;  the  appointment  of  electors 


by  State  legislatures  has  been  acquiesced  in  for  thirty 
years,  521 ;  If  the  legislature  choose  the  electors  they 
know  whom  they  choose,  521 ;  the  present  provision  of 
the  constitution  in  respect  to  an  election  of  President 
Is  e  xtremely  weak,  622 ;  the  power  which  members  of 
Congress  assumed  of  nominating  a  President  places  the 
complete  control  of  the  Government  iu  the  hands  of  a 
party,  622;  the  caucus  is  neither  forbidden  nor  enjoined 
by  the  constitution,  622;  every  printer  in  the  country 
exercised  the  same  privilege,  522. 

The  first  use  of  the  word  caucus  here,  523 ;  seems  to 
apprehend  the  time  will  come  when  the  President  and 
heads  of  departments  will  participate  in  such  a  con- 
vention, 523 ;  a  public  meeting  lias  been  held  to  recom- 
mend to  the  people  to  unite  and  keep  the  election  in 
their  own  hands,  628;  what  is  the  question  before  the 
Senate,  that  of  an  indefinite  postponement  of  the  amend- 
ments, 623;  the  district  system,  523;  is  the  object  to 
affect  the  public  mind  in  regard  to  the  caucus  which 
has  been  recently  held,  524;  its  object  was  to  produce 
union,  524;  former  caucuses,  524;  what  has  this  to 
do  with  the  propositions  to  amend  the  constitution? 
524;  it  is  a  firebrand  thrown  into  this  Hoose,  524;  what 
was  done  in  caucus  was  done  openly,  524;  explanation, 
524 ;  it  is  said  that  a  Congressional  caucus  for  the  nomi- 
nation-of  President  is  not  liable  to  any  of  the  objections 
which  may  bo  urged  against  the  election  of  President 
by  Congress,  625 ;  an  obvious  fallacy,  525 ;  if  gentlemen 
acted  in  their  private  capacity  every  citizen  would  be 
entitled  to  attend,  525 ;  a  member  of  Congress  cannot 
put  off  his  character  and  as  a  private  citizen  interfere 
with  matters  which  the  constitution  has  wisely  pro- 
hibited him  from  meddling  with,  526 ;  illastrations,  526; 
objections  to  a  Congresslon^  caucus,  526;  it  is  said  such 
a  caucus  is  free  from  objection,  because  it  does  not  pro- 
fess to  elect  but  only  to  nominate  a  President,  527;  Is 
not  the  design  of  the  nomination  to  procure  the  elec- 
tion ?  527 ;  it  Is  said,  a  caucus  Is  necessary  to  promote 
union,  527;  this  debate  Is  entirely  out  of  order,  and 
foreign  to  the  subject  before  the  Senate,  528;  the  true 
question  is,  whether  we  have  a  confederated  or  a  con- 
solidated government,  528;  how  far  will  these  amend- 
ments go  to  cure  the  evils  in  the  constitution  or  in- 
troduce others  into  it,  528 ;  to  an  unadvised  stranger 
who  had  heard  the  first  speakerit  would  seem  that  a 
monster  of  yesterday  had  sprung  up  threatening  to  de- 
vastate the  country,  529;  It  Is  said  the  President  and 
Heads  of  Departments  may  with  equal  propriety  meet 
and  make  a  nomination,  but  they  do  not  come  inmie- 
diately  from  the  people  as  members  of  Congress,  530 ; 
let  gentlemen  propose  a  substitute  for  a  caucus,  580; 
what  is  the  consequence  of  a  difference  of  opinion  ? 
530;  the  meeting  is  merely  for  the  general  concentra- 
tion of  opinion,  580;  the  system  is  too  old  in  this  coun- 
try—opposition to  it  will  not  do,  531 ;  the  dangers  the 
Eepublican  party  had  to  encounter  have  been  mainly 
obviated  by  the  caucus  system,  582;  it  has  been  ap- 
proved, 532;  a  view  of  the  caucus  system  as  it  has 
operated,  582;  suppose  all  had  met  and  agreed  on  a 
candidate,  what  would  have  been  the  consequence? 
588;  in  a  government  like  ours  there  must  bo  some 
mode  to  concentrate  the  votes  of  the  people,  533;  what 
is  to  bo  substituted  for  the  caucus  mode  ?  533 ;  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table  lost,  534;  unfortunate  for  the  amend- 
ments that  this  subject  has  been  introduced,  534; 
none  could  be  made  to  affect  the  next  election,  584; 
review  of  the  past,  584 ;  have  now  more  candidates  for 
the  Presidency  than  ever  before,  534;  Impossible  to  see 
how  the  choico  of  Electors  by  districts  could  affect  an 
election  of  President,  586. 

The  dangers  of  our  present  system  have  been  shown 
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in  the  strongest  colors,  585;  the  small  States  ask  the 
large  to  divest  themselves  of  this  enormous  power  by 
adopting  a  system  of  single  districts  for  the  choice  of 
Electors,  535 ;  what  is  the  power  of  the  small  States 
on  an  Election  of  President  by  the  House,  585 ;  the 
small  States  in  the  House  can  choose  a  President  against 
the  voice  of  the  large,  586 ;  of  what  advantage  is  this  power 
to  the  small  States,  which  has  been  exercised  but  once 
since  the  establishment  of  our  government,  and  was  then 
considered  a  great  calamity,  586 ;  there  is  a  power  vested 
in  the  small  States  beyond  their  numerical  strength 
upon  which  their  existence  depends,  536;  the  district 
system  has  a  tendency  to  deprive  all  the  States  of  a  portion 
of  their  power,  537 ;  a  nomination  by  a  Congressional 
caucus  is  a  clear  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  constitu- 
tion, 587 ;  the  meeting  of  some  members  of  the  Virginia 
Legislature,  537;  further  debate,  588,  539;  subject  post- 
poned, 540. 

In  the  Souse. — Resolved  to  appoint  a  select  commit- 
tee to  inquire  into  expediency  of  amending  relative  to 
election  of  President,  &c.,  594;  report  of  committee,  600. 
Boad  and  Canal  making  power  withvfi  a  State. — 
In  the  Senate,  resolution  relative  to,  490 ;  importance  of 
the  question,  490 ;  is  the  power  to  make  roads  and  canals 
within  the  States  now  vested  in  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, 490 ;  little  reason  to  hope  that  without  some  con- 
stitutional provision  the  question  will  ever  be  settled, 
490 ;  other  reasons  for  the  amendment,  491.  See  Index, 
vols.  1,  2,  8,  5. 

Ahderson,  John,  case  ot    See  Index^  vol.  6,  bribery. 

AiTOEEaoN,  EiGHAED  0.  JuK.,  Eeprcseutative  from  Ken- 
tucky, 8. 

On  the  amendment   of  the  Journal  relative  to  Mis- 
soQri,  62.    See  Index,  voL  6. 

Appointm&nts,  Maecutwe.    See  Index,  vol.  5. 

Appropriations. — Stoppage  of  Pay  to  Debtors  of  the  Go^- 
'oernTn&ni.—In.  the  Senate,  an  amendment  proposed 
tf  the  Appropriation  bill,  195;  inexpedient,  196;  a  dec- 
laration that  there  was  no  honesty  among  public  officers, 
196 ;  officers  at  a  distance  might  find  it  difficult  to  settle 
their  accounts,  196 ;  any  man  indebted  to  the  people 
ought  to  discharge  that  debt  before  he  receives  any 
more  of  the  people,  196;  establish  an  odious  discrimi- 
nation among  public  debtors,  196 ;  in  this  attempt  to  do 
right  they  would  fell  into  the  error  of  doing  wrong,  196 ; 
object  is  to  compel  those  who  owe  the  government  to 
pay  their  debts,  197 ;  further  debate,  197 ;  amendment 
lost,  197 ;  farther  amendments  offered  and  agreed  to,  198. 
Oumberla/nd  Boad,  B&pa/ir  of. — A  motion  to  insert 
$9000  for  repairs  of  the  Cumberland  Eoad,  198 ;  impol- 
itic to  insert  this  provision  in  the  bill  which  could  not 
be  expected  to  succeed,  198;  appropriation  agreed  to, 
198 ;  enormous  amounts  already  expended  on  the  road, 
824 ;  the  people  of  the  "West  have  been  heavily  taxed  to 
build  fortifications  on  the  seaboard,  324;  how  can  the 
repair  of  this  road  come  within  the  constitutional  pro- 
vision for  the  support  of  the  government  324 ;  manner 
in  which  the  provision  has  been  introduced  into  the 
bill,  824;  the  same  reasons  that  induced  the  govern- 
ment to  build  the  road  should  lead  them  to  take  care  of 
it,  824;  is  it  an  object  of  sufficient  consideration  to  au- 
thorize this  appropriation,  325 ;  every  Congress  for  the 
last  ten  or  twelve  years  has  appropriated  money  for  this 
object,  825 ;  it  is  a  national  road  built  for  a  national  pur- 
pose, 825;  motion  to  strike  out  carried,  326;  question 
on  concurring  with  the  committee  to  strike  out,  328 ; 
the  question  is,  by  whom  the  road  shall  be  repaired,  328 ; 
whether  by  the  United  States,  or  by  the  people  who  use 
it,  828 ;  it  is  said,  because  you  have  made  the  road  you 
should  be  at  the  expense  of  repairing  it,  829 ;  compari- 
sons have  been  instituted  between  the  amount  of  pub- 


lic money  expended  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  in  the 
East  and  in  the  West,  829 ;  how  can  it  be  said  justly 
that  the  money  expended  in  a  navy  has  been  for  the 
benefit  of  the  East,  829 ;  what  has  Pennsylvania  done  ? 
329 ;  it  is  expected  this  road  will  support  itself,  329 ;  all 
agree  that  the  road  shall  not  be  suftered  to  go  to  ruin, 
830 ;  has  Congress  the  power  to  legislate  on  the  subject 
of  internal  improvements  within  the  States,  331 ;  far- 
ther remarks,  831 ;  motion  agreed  to,  881. 

Yeto  Message  of  President  Monroe,  848 ;  the  bill,  844; 
rejection  of,  845. 

In  the  House. — The  appropriation  bill  considered,  442 ; 
motion  to  appropriate  $50,000  to  repair  the  Cumberland 
road,  442;  origin  of  1^  fund  pledged  to  refund  the 
money  which  the  road  cost,  442 ;  road  should  be  kept  in 
repair  by  tolls  for  that  purpose,  442 ;  objections  to  tliis 
course,  443 ;  if  the  road  were  accepted  by  the  States  is 
there  any  danger  it  would  go  to  destruction,  443 ;  roads 
in  Vermont,  448 ;  is  it  not  just  that  this  road  should 
maintain  itself?  443 ;  Congress  keeps  in  repair  ships  and 
fortifications  built  at  the  public  expense,  and  why  not 
this  road  built  in  the  same  manner?  444;  it  is  asked 
what  benefit  is  this  road  to  Maine  and  Georgia,  444; 
uncertain  whether  the  States  will  take  it  if  ceded,  444. 

Minister  to  Lisbon,  amount  to  defray  the  expense  of^ 
considered,  322 ;  boundary  line  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico,  amount  to-cover  the  expense  of  run- 
ning considered,  823. 

Question  on  striking  out  the  appropriation  for  the 
erection  of  Fort  Calhoun,  335. 

Appropriation  for  Mobile  Point  considered,  885;  facts 
in  the  case,  885 ;  incorrect  policy  to  make  specific  appro- 
priations to  fortifications  by  name,  836 ;  reasons  why  the 
United  States  are  absolved  from  the  contract,  386 ;  far- 
ther debate,  836. 

Military. — In  the  Senate,  to  purchase  a  farm  at  West 
Point,  moved  to  strike  out  the  appropriation  for,  513 ; 
no  use  to  purchase  this  farm  with  the  public  house  on  it, 
as  another  can  be  erected  close  at  hand,  513;  liquor  ob- 
tained at  this  house  and  introduced  in  violation  of  the 
rules  of  the  Academy,  513 ;  public  houses  scattered  all 
over  the  country,  and  the  expense  would  be  immense  if 
Government  should  purchase  all  to  prevent  their  iajuri 
ous  effects  on  youth,  518;  if  the  purchase  is  made  it 
must  be  by  cession  of  the  jurisdiction  from  the  State, 
513;  the  object  is  much  greater  than  the  price  to  be 
paid,  514;  this  appropriation  would  introduce  a  new 
principle,  that  we  should  purchase  out  every  nuisance 
that  exists  in  the  neighborhood  of  our  public  seminaries, 
514 ;  bill  passed  to  a  tMrd  reading,  515. 

Diplomatic  Corps,  reduction  of— Too  many  minis- 
ters now,  679;  none  needed  to  Spain  and  Portugal,  679; 
moved  to  strike  out  Idmq,,  as  unnecessary,  680 ;  a  Charge 
appointed  last  year,  680 ;  a  large  commercial  intercourse 
between  us  and  Peru,  680 ;  further  debate,  684. 

I^orth  Portico  of  President's  Douse,  question  on 
granting  the  appropriation,  682 ;  this  is  a  part  of  the 
original  plan  of  the  building,  682 ;  good  time  now  to 
build  it,  682;  reasons  for  doing  it,  682;  no  difficulty  to 
find  a  tenant  without  more  repairs,  683 ;  no  valuable  end 
to  be  answered  by  it,  683 ;  appropriation  lost,  684. 

Pay  for  Jobs  to  salaried  Officers,  question  on  strik- 
ing out  the  clause  prohibiting,  706;  compensation  re- 
ceived by  Governors  of  Territories  for  extra  services, 
706;  state  of  the  law  in  relation  to  these  Governors,  706 ; 
the  laws  relative  to  Governors  of  Territories  and  Indian 
agent?  709.  See  Indesa,  vols.  1,  2,  3,  5. 
Abohek,  Stevbnson,  Kepresentative  from  Maryland,  3;  on 

the  vote  of  Missouri  for  President,  116. 
Aechee,  William  S.,  Kepresentative  from  Virginia,  8,  216, 
877,  692;  on  the  Missouri  Constitution,  88;  offers  a 
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resolution  relatlvo  to  the  position  of  Missonri,  57,  59 ; 
on  tlie  amendment  of  the  Journal,  65 ;  on  the  vote  of 
Missouri  for  President,  118;  on  the  death  of  ■William 
Lowndes,  419;  on  the  suppression  of  piracy,  888;  on 
the  suppression  of  public  documents,  488.  See  Tndex^ 
vol.  6. 

Arkansas  Territory. — See  Inde<B,  vol.  6,  Territories. 

Arkansas^  western  boundary,  report  on,  589. 

Army. — In  the  House,  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  pay  and  subsistence  of,  considered,  258 ;  moved  to 
fill  the  blank  with  a  certain  amount,  258 ;  desirable  to 
see  first  a  statement  of  the  revenue  of  the  country,  258; 
we  are  now  two  months  in  the  new  year,  and  there  is 
nothing  to  pay  the  demands  on  this  department,  258 ; 
the  army  and  the  Eevolutionary  pensioners  suffering 
for  their  pay,  258;  the  first  inquiry  is,  whether  we  have 
the  money,  254 ;  the  bill  was  reported  yesterday,  and  is 
not  yet  dry,  254 ;  unsafe  to  adjust  the  appropriations  on 
any  calculation  of  average,  354;  further  debate  on  the 
amount  of  the  appropriation,  255,  256 ;  motion  to  report 
the  bill  to  the  House,  agreed  to,  256 ;  report  and  esti- 
mates of  the  Secretary  of  War,  271 ;  what  has  been  done 
for  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army,  882 ;  it  is  said, 
that  to  preserve  peace,  a  nation  must  be  prepared  for 
war,  838 ;  at  what  time  will  there  be  war,  or  what  is  the 
adeqnate  measure  of  preparation?  333;  7^0(6,  888;  no 
probability  the  United  States  will  soon  be  at  war  with 
any  of  the  nations  of  Europe,  S33 ;  the  dangers  of  an 
European  Invasion  are  past,  338;  the  militia  are  the 
strong  bulwark  and  impregnable  defence  of  the  nation, 
884.  * 

Army,  Eeduction  of  the,  bill  for,  72. 


Baglt,  Thomas,  Eepresentative  from  Maryland,  5,  222. 

Bailey,  John,  Eepresentative  from  Massachusetts,  592 ;  on 
the  case  of  Bailey,  684 

Baeeb,  Caleb,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  3.  See  In- 
dex, vol.  6. 

BALOVflN,  Henry,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  8, 
216 ;  on  bank  notes  in  payment  of  duties,  58 ;  on  the 
amendment  of  tho  Journal,  62 ;  on  the  appropriation 
relative  to  Missouri,  93 ;  on  the  South  American  Prov- 
inces, 97;  relative  to  the  affairs  in  Florida,  222;  on  ex- 
penditure of  tho  Indian  department,  228 ;  on  military 
appropriations,  258,  254;  on  the  proposed  adjournment 
268 ;  on  the  appropriation  bill,  328, 825.  See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Ball,  "William  Lee,  Eepresentative  from  Virginia,  4,  216, 
882,  592 ;  decease  of,  514.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Bank  Notes  in  Payment  of  Duties.— In  the  House,  a 
resolution  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  refusing 
the  notes  of  every  bank  in  payment  of  duties  which 
issues  bills  smaller  than  five  dollars,  51 ;  viciousness  of 
the  currency  where  such  small  notes  are  issued,  51; 
efforts  making  in  some  of  the  States  to  banish  them 
from  circulation,  51 ;  the  effect  which  the  adoption  of 
such  a  measure  would  have  in  giving  preference  to  the 
notes  of  the  United  States  Bank,  51;  the  committee 
should  inquire  whether  the  Government  should  not 
lend  its  aid  to  bring  about  uniformity  by  excluding 
small  notes,  62 :  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  the 
power  to  prohibit  the  reception  of  these  notes,  52;  bad 
policy  ever  to  have  permitted  the  banks  to  issue  notes 
of  less  denomination  than  five  dollars,  52 ;  t)je  particu- 
lar object  of  this  motion  is  not  to  benefit  the  bank,  52 ; 
the  bank  has  not  fulfilled  tho  duties  it  was  intended  to 
perform,  62 ;  was  tho  circulating  medium  of  the  country 
intended  only  for  men  who  deal  in  tens  and  hundreds? 
62;  the  people  expected  the  Government  to  do  what 


was  In  its  power  to  restore  a  sound  currency  to  the 
country,  52;  this  measure  would  tend  to  prevent  the 
exportation  of  specie,  53 ;  the  sooner  these  small  notes 
are  stopped  the  better  it  would  be  for  the  country,  53 ; 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  nothing  to  do  with 
this  question,  68 ;  this  js  the  beginning  of  a  system  of 
legislation  which  looks  towards  an  interference  with 
the  State  Banks,  68 ;  one  bank  In  a  country  as  objec- 

,  tionable  as  one  head  in  a  monarchy,  68 ;  if  Congress  has 
the  power  to  interfere  with  one  dollar  notes  of  the 
State  Banks,  it  has  the  power  to  interfere  with  all 
the  notes,  58 ;  improper  to  attempt  indirectly  a  meas- 
ure we  cannot  approach  directly,  58;  resolution  passed, 
64. 

Bani:  of  the  UnUed  States.— la  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  amend 
the  charter  of  the  United  States  Bank  by  appointfag 
oflacers  to  sign  the  bills  considered,  173;  motion  to  post- 
pone lost,  178;  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section 
carried,  178.    Bee  Index,  vols,  1,  8,  i,  5,  6. 

Banks  of  Bepoait.— Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
relative  to,  249. 

Bankrwpt  Act. — In  the  House,  a  resolution  calling  for 
information  relative  to  the  operation  of  the  Bankrupt 
Law  of  1800  considered,  228 ;  information  wanted  as  a 
guide,  228;  extent  of  the  call  limited,  228;  the  propo- 
sition is  one  of  a  novel  character,  224 ;  the  information 
should  be  obtained  through  the  medium  of  a  committee 
224;  further  debate— resolution  carried,  224. 

Bill  considered,  238 ;  tho  whole  civilized  world,  so 
fer  as  it  was  commercial,  had  adopted  a  bankrupt  law 
288;  two  principal  points  regarded,  security  to  the 
creditor  and  relief  to  the  debtor,  288:  differences  in  the 
administration  of  those  laws,  233;  the  Government  of 
our  own  nation,  234;  the  operation  of  the  certificate  of 
discharge,  285;  the  unpopularity  of  the  former  law 
should  be  attributed  to  circumstances  not  really  affect- 
ing the  merits  of  the  system,  235 ;  the  principles  and 
leading  provisions  of  the  bill,  286;  the  English  system 
except  in  some  details,  236 ;  how  has  the  system  opera- 
ted in  England,  286;  this  system  has  totally  failed  after 
a  full  and  fair  trial,  287 ;  motion  to  strike  out  the  fret 
section  of  the  bUl,  289 ;  effects  of  this  bill  upon  the 
people,  239;  who  may  become  a  bankrupt,  289;  it  con- 
tains no  provision  for  corporations,  289 ;  the  principle 
of  the  bill  an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  man,  289;  it  is 
urged  that  the  law  provides  relief  for  the  unfortunate 
debtor,  240;  there  is  no  constitnti6nal  power  to  dis- 
charge a  man  from  his  debts,  241 ;  the  insolvent  laws 
of  tho  States  are  preferable  to  a  general  system,  241; 
the  constitution  provides  that  the  judicial  power  shall 
be  vested  in  the  Supreme  Court,  &c.,  241 ;  it  proposes 
to  incorporate  the  mercantile  community  with  a  system 
of  laws  peculiar  to  themselves,  242.  The  provision  to 
compel  the  debtor  to  surrender  his  property  for  the 
protended  benefit  of  the  creditor,  and  exonerate  the 
debtor  from  his  obligations,  objectionable,  246;  this 
system  would  change  the  relations  of  debtor  and  credi- 
tor, 246;  the  laws  of  other  nations  on  this  subject,  246; 
experience  of  other  nations  would  often  prove  a  fatal 
guide,  246. 

We  are  now  to  determine  whether  a  bankrupt  law 
shall  embrace  every  citizen  of  the  nation,  and  spread  its 
demoralizing  influence  over  the  whole  surface  of  so- 
ciety, 280;  it  has  been  said  by  its  friends  that  this  bill 
should  be  confined  to  the  mercantile  classes,  280;  will 
you  pass  a  bankrupt  law  for  the  former?  280;  a  ques- 
tion of  constitutional  power  has  now  arisen  on  tho 
amendment  to  extend  the  operation  of  the  biU,  281; 
.consider  the  tneaning  of  the  term  bankrupt,  2S1 ;  extent 
of  the  meaning,  281 ;  the  general  spirit  of  the  federal 
institutions,  281;  contrary  to  the  nature  and  spirit  of 
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our  Government  to  extend  it  to  all  classes  of  people, 
281;  who  may  be  declared  bankrupts  gainst  their 
■will,  282;  in  what  manner  is  a  person  to  be  declared  a 
bankrupt  by  this  bill  ?  282 ;  what  then  is  the  situation 
this  bill  places  every  man  within  its  adverse  provisions  ? 
282;  details  of  the  bill,  283  ;  what  will  be  the  moral  and 
practical  effects  of  this  bill'with  the  amendment  ?  283 ; 
what  would  be  the  necessary  operation  of  such  a  law  ? 
283 ;  controversies  that  would  arise,  284 ;  the  manifest 
tendency  of  the  bill  to  increase  the  perpetuation  of 
fraud,  284 :  further  details  discussed,  285 ;  question  on 
the  third  reading  of  the  bill  lost,  236.  See  Ind&c,  vols.  2, 3. 

Baebek,  Levi,  Eepresentativefrom  Ohio,  216,  37T.  See  Itv- 
dex,  vol.  6. 

Babbee,  Notes,  Eepresentative  from  Connecticut,  215, 877, 
592. 

Baeboub,  James,  Senator  from  Virginia,  137,  848,  465 ;  on 
appropriation  to  the  Cumberland  Eoad,  198;  on  the 
suppression  of  piracy,  855;  on  the  British  Colonial 
trade,  360 ;  on  the  case  of  Henderson,  484 ;  on  additional 
sloops  of  war,  504 ;  on  amendment  to  the  constitution, 
529,  538.    See  Index,  vols.  5,  6. 

Baebotte,  John  S.,  Eepresentative  from  Virginia,  592. 

Baebotjk,  Philip  P.,  Eepresentative  from  Virginia,  4,  216, 
592 ;  on  the  Missouri  Constitution,  26 ;  on  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Journal,  66,  67,  68 ;  reports  on  a  naval  peace 
establishment.  81,  92 ;  relative  to  Missouri,  83 ;  on  the 
increase  of  the  navy,  130 ;  chosen  Speaker,  216 ;  his  ad- 
dress, 216 ;  on  the  report  relative  to  land  offices,  307 ; 
address  as  Speaker  on  a  vote  of  thanks,  464  S&e  Index, 
vols.  5,  6. 

Barstow,  Gideon,    Eepresentative    from    Massachusetts, 

215,  408. 

Baetlett,  Ichabod,  Eepresentative  from  New  Hampshire, 
699. 

Baetley,  Moedecai,  Eepresentative  from  Ohio,  592. 

Baston,  Da  VXD,  Senator  from  Missouri,  137,  348, 465;  rela- 
tive to  Louisiana  land  titles,  160 ;  presents  a  memorial 
of  Cherokee  Government,  588. 

Babsett,  Btjewbll,  Eepresentative  from  Virginia,  216,  877, 
599 ;  relative  to  public  defaulters,  321 ;  on  the  disburse- 
ment of  public  money,  379,  390 ;  on  Canadian  refugees, 
411 ;  on  road  from  Memphis  to  Little  Eock,  615.  See 
Ind&s^  vols.  3, 4,  5,  6. 

BATEitAM",  Epheaim,  Eepreseutativc  from  New  Jersey,  8, 

216,  377.    See  Index,  vols.  5,  6. 

Bates,  James  Woodson,  Delegate  from  Arkansas,  3,  217, 
377.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 

JBatture  at  Ifew  Orlemia. — See  Index,  vol.  4.  Do.  St.  Loms, 
See  Index^  vol.  6. 

Baylies,  Feancis,  Eepresentative  from  Massachusetts,  215, 
877,  592 ;  on  the  occupation  of  the  Columbia  river,  400 ; 
on  the  duty  on  woollens,  676 ;  on  the  duty  on  tallow,  695. 

Baeeows,  Daniel,  Eepresentative  from  Connecticut,  215, 
378 ;  on  the  Indian  department,  230. 

Beaumaechais,  elavm  of. — In  the  House,  a  message  relative 
to,  189,  817;  letters  of  Baron  Neville  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  817,  318 ;  the  subject  referred  to  a  committee  who 
did  not  report  on  it,  motion  to  refer  again,  878 ;  ought 
not  to  take  the  course  of  common  claims,  378 ;  referred 
to  a  special  committee,  378;  report  423.  See  Indea?, 
vols.  8,  5,  6. 

Beechee,  Philemon,  Eepresentative  from  Ohio,  8,  592.  See 
Ind&D,  vol.  6. 

Bell,  Samuel,  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  465. 

Benton,  Thomas  H.,  Senator  from  Missouri,  143,  353,  465; 
offers  a  resolution  relative  to  Louisiana  land  titles,  159 ; 
160;  offers  a  resolution  for  infonnation  relative  to  lands 
donated  for  certain  Christian  Indians,  160 ;  remarks,  161 ; 
note,  164;  on  land  titles  in  Missouri,  176;  on  the  Indian 
fectory  system,  180,  188 ;  offers  resolutions  relative  to 


persons  of  Indian  blood,  189 ;  offers  a  resolution  relative 
to  revenue  from  lead  mines,  201 ;  on  the  fur  trade  of  the 
west,  201 ;  on  the  lead  mine  leases  of  the  Upper  Missis- 
sippi, 207 ;  offers  a  resolution  respecting  of&cers  of  the 
army,  211 ;  reports  a  bill  for  the  sale  of  the  lead  mines, 
858 ;  offers  a  resolution  relative  to  the  occupation  of  the 
north-west  coast,  363,  866 ;  on  the  sale  of  the  lead  mines 
and  salt  springs,  SG3 ;  offers  an  amendment  of  the  con- 
stitution, submitting  the  election  of  President,  &c.,  to  a 
derect  vote  of  the  people,  472 ;  against  the  case  of  Hen- 
derson, 483;  reports  on  the  amendments  to  the  consti- 
stution,  485,  496 ;  reports  on  western  boundary  of  Ar- 
kansas, 540,  589,  note,  540  ,*  offers  a  resolution  on  Lake  Su- 
perior copper  mines,  54(j)j  on  the  Indian  fur  trade,  543, 
552,  554 ;  on  selling  refuse  lands,  567 ;  on  the  duty  on 
cotton,  581 ;  relative  to  the  use  of  American  hemp,  586. 

BiGELOw,  Lewis,  Eepresentative  from  Massachusetts,  215, 
877. 

Mile,  Mbney.—See  Index,  vol  1. 

£illa,  last  day  for  sending  from  either  House,  589,  note,  589. 

Blacklbdge,  "William,  Eepresentative  from  North  Caro- 
lina, 217,  877. 

Blair,  James,  Eepresentative  from  South  Carolina,  216 ;  on 
a  call  for  infonnation  relative  to  the  former  bankrupt 
laws,  223. 

Blaie,  John,  Eepresentative  from  Tennessee,  592. 

Blank  Ballots,  ahall  they  ie  cov/rded  ? — See  jTid&x,  voL  4. 

Bloomfield,  Joseph,  Eepresentative  from  New  Jersey,  3. 
See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Blue  lights,  as  signals  to  the  en&m/y.—See  Index,  vol.  5. 

Boaedman,  Elijah,  Senator  from  Connecticut,  137,  348; 
decease  o^  472. 

BoDEN,  Andeew,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  17. 
See  Ind&x,  vol.  6. 

BoKLAND,  Chaelbs,  Je.,  Keprcseutative  from  New  York, 
216,  378. 

Bov/nty  tofisfmig  'vessels. — See  Index,  vol.  5,  Duties,  Se. 

Beadley,  "William  C,  Eepresentative  from  Vermont,  592. 
See  Index,  vol.  5. 

Beanoh,  John,  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  466 ;  on  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution,  538. 

Breach  ofprwilege.—See  Index,  vols.  2,  4 

Beeck,  Samuel,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  592. 

Beeckeneidge,  James  D.,  Eepresentative  from  Kentucky, 
238,  377;  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Cumberland  road, 
824  ;  on  a  western  armory,  426 ;  on  the  suppression  of 
public  documents,  441.    See  Index,  vol.  5. 

Beeckeneidge,  Eev.  Mr.,  chosen  chaplain  of  the  House,  379. 
See  Index,  vol.  5. 

Beeht,  "William  L.,  Eepresentative  from  Louisiana,  592 ;  on 
Maison  Eouge's  claim,  616. 

Beevaed,  Joseph,  Eepresentative  from  South  Carolina,  3. 
See  IndesD,  vol.  6. 

Bribery.— See  Index,  vols.  1,  6. 

British  Aggressions  on  our  co7nmerce.—See  Ind&s,  vol.  8. 

British  Intrigues.—See  Index,  vol.  4. 

BriUsh  Minister,  conduct  of.— See  Index,  vol.  4. 

British  West  India  Trade.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Beown,  Ethan  Allen,  Senator  from  Ohio,  154, 848, 466 ;  re- 
lative to  propagating  the  gospel  among  the  heathen,  164. 

Beown,  James,  Senator  from  Louisiana,  137,  348,  465;  on 
•  the  suppression  of  piracy,  355 ;  on  the  roads  in  Florida, 
509,  510.    See  Index,  vols.  4, 5,  6. 

Beown,  John,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  216,  377, 
592. 

Beown,  "William,  Eepresentative  from  Kentucky,  8;  on 
the  amendment  of  the  journal,  67 ;  on  the  South  Ameri- 
can Provinces,  97;  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Thirteen,  101 ;  on  repealing  ttie  Missouri  Compromise, 
124.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Beush,  Henet,  Eepresentative  from  Ohio,  8 ;  on  the  amend- 


768 


INDEX. 


ment  of  the  Journal,  68,  68;  on  the  South  American 
Provinces,  99.    8ee  Index^  vol.  6. 

Bkyan,  Henby,  IL,  Eepresontatlve  from  Tennessee,  6.  See 
Index,  vol.  6. 

Buchanan,  James,  Eepresontatlve  from  Pennsylvania,  3]  6, 
889,  592;  on  expenditure  of  the  Indian  department,  280; 
on  militia  fines,  288;  on  transactions  In  Florida,  365;  on 
the  bankrupt  bill,  280 ;  on  the  exchange  of  certain  stocks, 
818;  on  the  appropriation  bill,  82S;  offers  a  resolution 
relative  to  militia  fines,  887;  on  crimes  on  the  high  seas, 
442;  on  costs  in  patent  cases,  618,  614;  on  a  monument 
to  Washington,  689,  640;  on  the  duty  on  Iron,  672;  on 
the  duty  on  woollens,  676 ;  on  the  -tariff,  737. 

Buck,  Daniel  A.,  Representative  from  Vermont,  592, 

BuoKNEE,  KiOHAKD  A.,  Eepresentatlve  from  Kentucky,  593. 

BuFFFM,  Joseph,  Je.,  Eepresentatlve  from  New  Hampshire, 
8.    See  Indeto,  vol,  6. 

BcELEiGH,  WiLUAM,  Eepreseutative  from  Maine,  591. 

Bwrni/ng  of  the  Library  of  Congress.— See  Index^  vol.  5, 

BuETON,  HuTOHiNS  G.,  Eeprcseutative  from  North  Carolina, 
6,  316,  877,  598 ;  on  bank  notes  in  payment  of  duties,  58 ; 
on  vaccination,  248,  297,    See  iTidex,  vol  6. 

Bttewell,  William  A,,  Eepresentatlve  from  Virginia,  8; 
on  a  national  vaccine  institution,  8  ;  decease  of,  138. 
See  Indeie,  vols.  8, 4,  5,  6. 

BuTLEB,  JosiAH,  Beprcseutative  from  New  Hampshire, 
8,  215,  877;  relative  to  Missouri,  84,  94.  See  Index, 
vol,  6. 

BtTTLEE,  Thomas,  Eepresentatlve  from  Louisiana,  8 ;  on  the 
amendment  of  the  journal,  64;  on  expenditure  of  the 
Indian  department,  229 ;  on  Max's  contract  for  stone, 
887.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 


Cady,  John  W.,  Eepresentatlve  from  New  York,  592. 

Caluoitn,  John  C,  letter  on  the  civilization  of  the  Indians, 
247 ;  letter  relative  to  Eevolutionary  pensions,  861,  See 
Index,  vols.  4,  5, 6. 

Call,  Eichaed  K.,  Delegate  from  Florida,  593;  on  roads  in 
Florida,  610,  611;  on  the  appropriation  bill,  TOT. 

Oambeeleng,  CniTEcniLL  C,  Eepresentatlve  from  New 
York,  216, 87T,  592 ;  on  Mix's  contract  for  stone,  837 ;  on 
the  collection  of  duties,  844;  on  the  suppression  of  pira- 
cy, 887;  on  a  pension  for  the  mother  of  Com.  Perry, 
594 ;  on  the  accounts  of  Tompkins,  596 ;  on  naval  pen- 
sions, 606 ;  on  the  duty  on  woollens,  678 ;  on  the  duty 
on  tallow,  697. 

Campbell,  John  W,,  Eepresentatlve  from  Ohio,  8,  216, 878, 
593 ;  on  the  appropriation  bill,  834 ;  on  the  road  from 
Ohio  to  Michigan,  416;  on  the  suppression  of  public 
documents,  429,  483;  on  Maisou  Eouge's  claim,  616. 
See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Campbell,  Eobeet,  Eepresentatlve  from  South  Carolina, 
593. 

Campbell,  Bamtjel,  Eepresentatlve  from  New  York,  216, 
8TT;  On  the  resolution  relative  to  Missouri,  60 ;  on  the 
admission  of  Missouri,  88. 

Canadia/n  Refiigees.—ln  the  House,  a  resolution  relative  to 
reviving  the  acts  respecting,  410;  pledges  of  the  nation 
to  make  provision  for  those  persons,  410;  all  that  has 
been  done  has  been  of  limited  duration,  410;  if  the  caJs 
are  few.  It  would  be  better  to  act  on  them  Individually, 
than  by  a  general  law,  411 ;  on  principle  that  reliance  is 
placed,  411 ;  resolution  lost,  411.    See  Index,  vols.  2, 5. 

Omial  in,  Florida^  petition  for,  TOO;  report  on,  724 

Cannon,  Newton,  Eepresentatlve  from  Tennessee,  8,  316, 
877 ;  offers  a  resolution  relative  to  West  Point  Academy 
11 ;  offers  a  resolution  relative  to  the  Military  Academy, 
64;  on  transactions  in  Florida,  365;  on  the  proposed  ad- 
journment, 267. 


Oaraccae,  relief  of— /See  Index^  vol.  4, 

Cabteb,  John,  Eepresentatlve  from  South  Caroliiia,  593 ;  ot 
the  Tariff,  718. 

Carver  Grant,  the,  resolution  relative  to,  considered,  242 ; 
report  on  the,  858;  memorial  respecting,  595. 

Caey,  Geobge,  Eepresentatlve  from  Georgia,  593;  on  a 
monument  to  Washington,  640. 

Case,  Waltee,  Eepresentatlve  from  New  York,  8.  i^e  /»- 
deXf  vol,  6. 

Cassedy,  Geoege,  Eepresentatlvo  from  New  Jersey,  216, 
877,  593. 

Catlin,  Alfeed  M.,  Eepreseutative  from  North  Carolina, 
593. 

Caucus^  Oongre8aional,—See  Index,  voL  5,  and  Indese,  vol. 
T,  AmendmerUa  to  the  Constitution. 

Causden,  James,  Eepresentatlve  from  Maryland,  316. 

Caitsici,  Enbico,  resolution  relative  to,  589, 590. 

Ca VALLA,  Governor,  his  statement,  3T1. 

Chambebs,  David,  Eepresentatlve  from  Ohio,  316,  8TT;  on 
the  appropriation  bill,  881. 

Cilandleb,  Johh,  Senator  from  Ma&ne,  848, 465 ;  on  military 
roads  in  Maine,  156 ;  on  the  suppression  of  piracy,  855  • 
on  building  sloops-of-war,  491,  494 ;  on  roads  in  Florida, 
510 ;  on  purchase  of  a  farm  near  West  Point,  612 ;  on 
striking  out  the  duty  on  hemp,  670.    See  Indeas^  voL  6. 

Clio/ritdble  Oljecta.—See  Index,  voL  1, 

Chase,  Judge,  official  conduct  and  trial  ot—See  Index,  voL  8. 

Chero&ee  Indiams,  commuoicatiOQ  relative  to,  565;  Govern- 
ment memorial  of,  5S8. 

Chesapeake,  frigate,  attack  on. — See  Index,  voL  3. 

ChrisUam.  Indiana  in  Ohio,  mem(»lal  of,  858 ;  report,  8T0. 

Claggett,  Clifton,  Eepreseutative  from  New  Hampshire, 
3 ;  on  the  South  American  Provinces,  96.  See  Index, 
vol  6. 

Claim  of  Virginia,mes&&ge  respecting,  563.    See  Virgima. 

Claek,  Lot,  Eepreseutative  from  New  York,  592. 

Claek,  Eobebt,  Eepresentatlve  from  New  York,  8 ;  on  the 
admission  of  Missouri,  107 ;  O'ffers  a  resolution  relative 
to  the  admission  of  Missouri,  132 ;  on  the  duty  on  iron, 
724, 726.— *Se0  Index,  vol  6. 

Claeeie,  Matthew  St.  Claib,  chosen  Clerk  of  the  House, 
878,  593. 

Clayton,  Thomas,  Senator  from  Delaware,  488.  See  Index, 
vol.  5. 

Qloch,  allegorical  ornament  for  the,  in  Senate,  689. 

Clay,  Heney,  Eepreseutative  frwn  Kentucky,  Tl,  593;  re- 
signs Speakership  of  the  House,  4;  relative  to  Missouri, 
83,  84,  86,  92;  moves  a  Committee  of  Thirteen,  93;  on 
the  South  American  States,  93,  96,  98 ;  on  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Thirteen,  100 ;  on  reconsidering  the 
vote  relative  to  Missouri,  105 ;  offers  resolutions  relative 
to  the  vote  of  Missouri  for  President,  118 ;  on  do.,  114, 
115, 120 ;  reports  on  the  Spanish  American  Eepubilcs, 
134;  moves  a  joint  committee  relative  to  Missouri,  126 ; 
moves  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Speaker,  131;  elected 
Speaker,  592 ;  his  address,  592;  on  relief  of  Sarah  Perry, 
624,  626;  on  surveys  of  roads,  62S;  on  surveys  for  roads 
and  canals,  634;  on  the  duty  on  molasses,  T02,  T04;  on 
the  tariff,  TOT.    See  Ind&x,  vols.  3,  4,  5,  6. 

Claims  against  the  United  States  considered,  550. 

Coast  Swr^ey.—See  Ind&a,  vol.  8. 

Cobb,  Thomas  W.,  Eepresentatlve  from  Georgia,  8,  592; 
offers  resolutions  relative  to  a  reduction  of  expenditures, 
6 ;  on  the  reduction  of  expenditures,  54 ;  on  bank  notes 
in  payment  of  duties,  54 ;  offers  rosolutions  relative  to  a 
limitation  of  the  naval  force,  61 ;  on  the  amendment  of 
the  journal  relative  to  Missouri,  62 ;  relative  to  Missouri, 
8T;  on  the  appropriation  relative  to  Missouri,  92,  93;  on 
the  South  American  Provinces,  97 ;  on  naval  pensions, 
605, 606 ;  on  relief  of  Sarah  Perry,  622.  See  Index,  vol.  6. 
Cocke,  John,  Eepresentatlve  from  Tennessee,  4^  216,  377, 
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592;  on  the  reorganization  of  the  navy,  248;  on  transac- 
tions in  Florida,  258 ;  on  the  appropriation  bill,  828;  on 
military  appropriations,  885 ;  on  hostile  expeditions, 
884;  on  charges  against  Judge  Tait,  411;  on  the  road 
from  Ohio  to  Michigan,  415;  on  the  accounts  of  Tomp- 
kins, 596;  on  roads  in  Florida,  611 ;  on  contingencies, 
699 ;  on  paying  salaried  officers  for  job  work,  706.  See 
Index,  Tol.  6. 

Cocoa.— Duty  abolished,  585. 

Cod  Fisheries. — See  Index,  vols.  1,  3,  and  Duties  on  Im- 
ports, vol.  5. 

Coins  and  Mi/nt. — Eeport  relative  to,  424 ;  foreign  report  on, 
427.— See  Ind&o,  vol.  6. 

COLBUEK,  EBCrBBN,  coso  of,  517. 

CoLDEif,  OiLDWALLADEED.,  Representative  fcom  Now  Tork, 
87T;  on  expenditure  of  the  Indian  department,  229;  on 
transactions  in  Florida,  258,  259 ;  on  ftigitive  slaves,  296 ; 
on  hostile  expeditions,  383 ;  on  the  suppression  of  piracy, 
888 ;  on  reward  for  capturing  pirates,  889. 

Collins,  Ela,  Representative  from  New  York,  592. 

Cohi^iMa  Biver. — Resolution  relative  to  the  occupancy  of, 
50 ;  report  on  the  occupation  of,  74. 

In  the  Rouse. — A  bill  to  provide  for  the  occupation  of 
the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  River  considered,  892 ;  this 
step  will  Jse  on  precisely  the  same  principle  which  has 
directed  the  progress  of  population  from  the  first  moment 
the  English  landed  in  Virginia,  892 ;  the  settlement  on  the 
Oregon  connecting  the  trade  of  that  river  and  coast  with 
the  Missouri,  is  to  open  a  mine  of  wealth  to  the  shipping 
interests,  &c.,  392 ;  these  rivers  water  a  country  where 
the  best  fttrs  in  America  are  taken,  893;  most  of  the 
hunting  ground  on  the  Missouri  has  been  for  a  long  time 
in  possession  of  the  British  traders,  893 ;  the  value  of 
this  trade  in  the  hands  of  the  English,  when  it  has  been 
encouraged  and  attended  to,  898 ;  something  to  encour- 
age us  in  contemplating  this  trade,  but  much  to  humble 
our  boasted  spirit  of  enterprise,  393;  were  this  trade 
pursued  in  connection  with  our  whale  fisheries,  we  could 
purchase  the  whole  supplies  of  the  United  States  in  the 
Canton  market  without  a  dollar  taken  out  of  the  coun- 
try, 894 ;  the  whale  fishery,  894 ;  its  amount,  894 ;  tho 
China  market,  894 ;  its  trade,  895 ;  it  is  said  the  Canton 
trade  is  ruinous  to  us,  as  draining  the  country  of  its  spe- 
cie, 895 ;  source  of  much  of  the  profits'  of  this  trade,  896 ; 
the  route  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  is  easy,  safe,  and 
expeditious,  897;  it  is  said  the  settlement  in  Oregon 
may  produce  bad  consequences  to  this  country,  398 ;  the 
lands  of  Oregon  are  well  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of 
grains,  898 ;  Prevost's  report  of  his  mission,  899. 

This  territory  has  been  fairly  purchased  from  Franco 
by  the  United  States,  and  its  limits  recently  and  dis- 
tinctly marked  by  our  late  treaty  with  Spain,  899 ;  every 
Territory  is  entitled  to  and  has  been  protected  by  a  Ter- 
ritorial Government  progressiitg  with  its  population, 
899 ;  the  e'spense  of  the  Territorial  Governments  con- 
templated by  this  bill,  400 ;  the  extent  of  the  whale 
fishery,  400 ;  letter  of  Mr.  Hawes,  401 ;  statements  of 
others,  401 ;  it  is  said  that  by  the  adoption  of  this  meas- 
ure the  limits  of  our  empire  would  be  extended  too  far, 
401 ;  it  is  said  the  chances  of  war  might  be  increased, 
402 ;  we  have  the  ability  to  protect  our  trade  on  that 
ocean,  402 ;  importance  of  the  Northwest  Trade,  402 ; 
magnificent  prospects  open  upon  our  view  in  relation  to 
commerce  on  the  Pacific  Ocean,  402 ;  it  has  been  said 
that  this  is  a  colonizing  plan,  408 ;  the  colonizing  States 
of  ancient  times  have  been  the  most  powerful,  408 ; 
Spain,  Portugal,  France,  England,  403 ;  was  Great  Britain 
more  powerful,  wealthy,  and  happy  before  she  began  to 
colonize,  than  now?  404;  future  prospects,  404 

This  is  calculated  to  draw  off  our  capital  and  popula- 
tion to  a  point  where  they  will  be  less  efficient  and  use- 
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ful  than  at  present,  and  where  they  must  eventually  be 
lost  to  these  States,  404;  the  whole  country  east  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains  is  bound  together  ty  tho  strongest 
and  most  indissoluble  ties,  405 ;  the  whale  fishery  does 
not  require  your  protection  or  encouragement,  405; 
resolution  laid  over,  406;  motion  to  take  up  the  bill  lost, 
421.    See  ITortMoest  Coast. 

Columbus,  portrait  oi;  481. 

Commerce  am,d  ITamffation.-'LQttex  of  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  417. 

Commerce  of  the  United  Staies.—See  Index,  vol.  1. 

Conrniittee,  joint,  election  of,  in  the  House,  128 ;  report  of, 
128;  of  thirteen,  appointed,  92;  report  of,  94. 

Comp&nsaUon  of  Members.— ISee  Index,  voL  5,  Pa/y  ofM&m- 
h&rs. 

Compensation  of  President  and  Vice-President-See  In- 
dex, vols.  1,  2. 

CoNDiCT,  Lewis,  Representative  from  New  Jersey,  216,  877, 
692 ;  relative  to  public  defaulters,  821 ;  on  the  appropri- 
ation for  the  Cumberland  road,  324 ;  on  the  suppression 
of  piracy,  881.    See  Index,  vols.  4,  5. 

Congress. — First  session  of  t7th  convenes,  137 ;  1st  session  of 
17th  adjourns,  346 ;  2d  session  of  17th  convenes,  848 ; 
adjourns  at  close  of  2d  session  of  17th  Congress,  464 ;  1st 
session  of  18th  convenes,  465. 

CoNKLiNG,  Alfbbd,  Representative  from  New  York,  216, 
877. 

CoNNEE,  Henry,  Representative  from  North  Carolina,  216, 
877,  592. 

Contested  Election  of  seat  of  delegate  from  Michigan,  595 ; 
report  on,  629 ;  note,  629. 

Contested  MecUon.—ln  the  House — ShaU  a  printed  ballot, 
having  the  stroke  of  a  pen  drawn  through  it,  be  ad- 
mitted as  a  valid  vote  ?  618 ;  blank  votes  do  not  furnish 
a  case  in  point,  618.    See  Indeea,  vols.  1,  8,  5. 

Contingent  McpeTises.-See  Index,  vols.  2, 3. 

Conti/ngeneies. — Debate  on  the  appropriation  for,  699,  700. 

Contracts,  Government.^See  Index,  vol.  8. 

Controversies  between  States. — See  Inde/x,  vol.  5. 

CoNWAT,  Heney  "W.  delegate  from  Arkansas,  592 ;  on  road 
from  Memphis  to  Little  Rock,  615. 

Convoy  System.^See  Index,  vol.  4. 

Cook,  Daniel  P.,  Representative  from  Illinois,  8,  216,  377, 
592 ;  on  the  Missouri  Constitution,  49 ;  on  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Journal,  62,  64,  68 ;  on  the  South  American 
Pro"viuces,  98 ;  on  the  report  relative  to  Land  Offices,  80T ; 
on  the  suppression  of  public  documents,  433 ;  on  the  ap- 
propriation bill,  707.    See  Ind&B,  vol.  6. 

Cordnge,  Dra/wbach  on. — In  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  allow  a 
drawback  on  cordage  manufactured  from  foreign  hemp, 
190;  policy  of  the  measure  as  regards  home  grown 
hemp  questionable,  190 ;  it  will  encourage  the  exporta- 
tion as  well  as  importation,  190 ;  example  of  other  coun- 
tries, 190 ;  bill  postponed,  191 ;  rejected,  192. 

Costs  in  Suits  by  Patentees.— In  the  House,  a  bill  concern- 
ing, considered,  606;  the  general  law  forbids  the  recov- 
ery of  costs  in  the  Federal  Courts  when  the  amount  of 
judgment  is  less  than  five  hundred  dollars^  606;  in  pa- 
tent cases,  strong  reasons  why  it  should  be  reduced,  606 ; 
these  cases  come  exclusively  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Federal  Courts,  607 ;  moved  to  reduce  the  minimum 
to  thirty  dollars,  607 :  one  hundred  made  the  minimum, 
618. 

"What  is  the  law  in  the  case  of  Patentees  as  it  now 
stands?  618;  this  bill  proposes  to  superadd  costs  to  the 
treble  verdict,  618;  why  should  not  suitors  under  the 
patent  law  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  others  in 
regard  to  the  verdict  ?  618 ;  it  is  to  encourage  inven- 
tions that  our  patent  laws  are  designed,  614 ;  pretenders 
to  every  thing,  614 ;  in  restricting  the  recovery  of  the 
patentee  justice  would  not  be  done  him,  614;  a  wise 
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legislator  is  bound  to  give  equal  protection  to  the  rights 
of  all,  614;  further  debate,  616 ;  bill  recommitted,  615. 
Courts^  reorganization  of,  report  on,  462;  for  tho  trial  of 

claims,  debate  on,  6G5. 
Ceafts,  SAiinEL  0.,  Eepresentative  from  Vermont,  8,  215, 

87T,  592.    See  Indesi,  vol.  6. 
Ceaig,  Hectoe,  Eeprosentatlve  from  New  York,  592. 

Ceawfoed,  Joel,  Eepresentative  from  Georgia,  8. 

Ceawfobd,  W.  U.,  communicates  an  estimate  for  appropri- 
ations for  1822, 282 ;  letter  relative  to  deposits  in  banks, 
878 ;  letter  o;i  the  suppression  of  public  documents,  458. 
See  Index,  vols.  8,  4,  5,  6. 

Ori/me  on  tlie  High  S&as. — In  the  House,  a  resolution  oflfer- 
ed,  to  inquire  ivhat  crimes  on  the  high  seas  are  not  pun- 
ishable by  law,  442 ;  it  is  said  the  Courts  have  not  power 
to  punish  any  act,  no  matter  how  criminal  in  its  nature, 
unless  Congress  has  declared  it  to  be  a  crime,  442;  of- 
fences at  common  law  not  declared  such  by  act  of  Con- 
gress, are  not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Federal 
Courts,  442;  consequences,  442;  a  defect  in  our  system 
which  requires  a  remedy,  442 ;  resolution  adopted,  442. 

Ceowell,  John,  Eepresentative  from  Alabama,  8. 

Crowninshibld,  Benjamin  W.jEepresentativefrom  Massa- 
chusetts, 592 ;  on  naval  pensions,  605. 

Oettdtjp,  Joseph,  Eepresentative  from  North  Carolina,  216, 
8T8. 

Oitba^  JEhnigrantafrom. — See  Indeo!,  voL  4 

CuLBEETH,  TH0M4a,  Eeprcscntative  from  Maryland,  7 ;  on 
the  amendment  of  the  Journal,  68 ;  on  the  election  of 
President,  &c.,  114.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 

CuLPEPEE,  John,  Eepresentative  from  North  Carolina,  8, 
592.    See  Index,  vols.  8,  4,  5,  6. 

CuTHBEET,  John  A.,  Eepresentative  from  Georgia,  88,  228, 
692 ;  on  the  Greek  cause,  652.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Oum^erland  ^oaii.— President's  veto  of,  843 ;  the  bill,  844. 

Oumierland  Hoad-See  AppropHaUans  and  Index,  vols. 
8,4,6. 

CuSHMAN,  JosHTTA,  Eepresentativo  from  Massachusetts,  8; 
on  tho  admission  of^  89 ;  representative  from  Maine,  216, 
877,  591;  on  the  appropriation  bill,  682.  St 
voL6. 
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Dane,  Joseph,  Eepresentative  from  Maine,  88,  216,  877. 
Daelington,  William,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania, 

8,  216,  877.    See  Indeio,  voL  6. 
Davidson,  "William,  Eepresentative  from  North  Carolina, 

8.    See  Index,  vol  6. 
Day,  Eowland,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  592. 
Debates,  E&porUng  of.— See  Index,  vol.  2. 
Defensive  measures  agamst  Great  Britai/ii  wider  John 

Adams.— See  Index,  voL  2. 
Delegates  from  Territories.— See  Index,  vol.  1. 
DeKalb,  Baeon,  resolution  for  a  monument  to,  82T. 
Delaware  Canal  Company,  Eeport  on,  666. 
Dbhnison,  George,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  5, 

216,  877.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 
Deposits  in  Bwnks,  Eeport  on,  378. 
Deserters,  Bownty  to.—See  Index,  vol.  5. 
Db  Witt,  Jacob  H.,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  8. 

See  Index,  vol.  6. 
Dey,  Anthony,  Petition  of,  279. 
DiOKEESON,  Mahlon,  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  187,  848, 

465;  offers  a  resolution  relative  to  an  amendment  of  the 

constitution,  478 ;  on  amendments  to  the  constitution, 

621,  535;  on  the  Indian  Fur  Trade,  650,  558;   on  the 

Tariff,  568.    See  Index,  vols.  5,  6. 
Dickinson,  John  D.,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  8, 216, 

877.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 


DiplomaUo  Intercourse. — See  Index,  voL  2. 

Disbursement  of  Public  Money.— In  the  House,  a  bill  rela- 
latlve  to,  considered,  879;  care  in  drafting  the  bill,  879; 
catalogue  of  defalcations  presented  at  the  last  session, 
879;  officers  have  recently  died  grcatJy  in  debt  to  the 
government,  879 ;  time  the  system  was  changed,  879 ; 
bill  ordered  printed,  879 ;  bill  further  considered  and 
amended,  888;  question  on  its  passage,  890;  present 
system  has  been  In  operation  thirty  years,  390 ;  losses 
since  the  commencement  of  the  Government,  890 ;  far- 
ther debate,  891. 
District  of  Cokt/mbia,  Bill  relative  to,  291.    See  Index,  vols. 

2,  3,  6. 
Divorce,  &  case  of  before  the  Senate,  370;  debate  in  the 

Senate  on  application  for,  870. 
Divorces  i/rv  the  District  of  Columbia.— See  Index,  vols.  8, 4 
Domestic  Mamtfactu^es. — See  Index,  vol  5, 
Drawbacks. — See  Index,  vol.  1 ;  Duties  on  Imports. 
Duelling. — See  Index,  voL  6. 
DoTTGHEaTY,  Thomab,  elected  Clerk  of  the  House,  217.    See 

Index,  vols.  5,  6. 
Dunn,  Thomas,  chosen  Sergeant  at  Arms,  217,  593.    See 

Index,  vol.  6. 
DiTEFEB,  Job,  Eepresentative  from  Ehode  Island,  215, 377, 592. 
Duties  on  Imports. — In  the  Senate,  a  bill  U^  amend  the 
several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports  considered,  568 ; 
proviso  moved  that  the  provisions  of  the  bill  shonld  not 
extend  to  imports  eastward  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hopo, 
568 ;  agreed  to,  668. 

Iron. — Moved  to  strike  out  ninety  cents  on  tho  hun- 
dred and  twelve  pounds,  568 ;  great  importance  of  this 
article  to  all  classes,  568 ;  the  fate  of  the  bill  depends 
very  much  upon  the  treatment  of  this  article,  568 ;  we 
have  the  means  of  making  as  much  iron  as  we  want, 
568 ;  the  advance  price  our  labor  bears  over  the  de- 
graded population  of  Europe,  568 ;  a  principle  of  the 
Government  to  encourage  the  interests  of  the  people, 
568 ;  th&  Eussian  trade,  569 ;  this  article  one  great 
branch  of  the  whole  system  included  in  the  bill,  569; 
duty  on  iron  stricken  out,  669. 

Hemp. — Moved  to  strike  out  on  hemp,  two  cents  per 
pound,  569 ;  importance  of  the  article,  and  the  impro- 
bability of  a  sufficient  production  to  meet  the  demand 
for  consumption,  569 ;  In  vain  may  we  look  for  heroes  if 
our  country  is  destined  to  be  dependent  on  powers 
hostile  to  us  for  the  greater  part  of  what  renders  life 
convenient  and  honorable,  570;  high  time  the  policy 
should  change,  570 ;  the  protection  of  one  State  against 
another  was  but  a  plan  to  make  one  to  enrich  another, 
570;  first  articles  to  receive  Government  aid,  571; 
state  of  the  markets  for  these  articles,  571;  it  Is 
said  hemp  cannot  be  purchased  and  dressed  in  such 
manner  as  to  answer  the  purpose  for  our  merchant  ves- 
sels, 571 ;  these  objections  founded  in  mistakes;  671;  the 
blessings  of  Kentucky,  572 ;  and  now  we  are  to  be  taxed 
to  find  a  market  for  Kentucky  hemp,  572;  the  bill  de- 
signed to  encourage  all  branches  of  the  manufactures  of 
the  country,  572;  this  duty  not  so  injurious  to  the  At- 
lantic States  as  they  imagine,  672;  more  been  done  for 
the  commerce  of  the  country  than  for  all  other  iuteresta 
put  together,  572 ;  when  hemp  was  out,  the  duck  would 
go,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  bill  with  it,  672;  duty  oa 
hemp  struck  out,  573. 

CoUon  Dagging.—'M.oYQi  to  strike  out  all  that  increases 
the  duty  above  four  and  a  half  cents  after  June  80, 1825, 
678;  improbability  of  raising  sufficient  of  the  raw  mate- 
rial, 573 ;  the  act  of  1816  and  proceedings  on  its  passage, 
673 ;  the  present  bill  contains  the  new  principle  of  pro- 
gressive duties,  573 ;  the  object  now  prohibition,  573;  it 
assumes  that  the  Government  is  capable  of  regulating 
industry  better  than  individuals,  573 ;  this  system  is  only 
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a  part  of  that  system  of  tyranny  and  arbitrary  rule  to 
■which,  men  have  been  subjected  in  every  age,  574;  mat- 
ter for  curious  speculation  if  the  various  regulations 
could  be  presented  in  one  view,  574;  to  understand  the 
true  remedy  for  existing  evils  we  must  ascertain  their 
nature  and  extent,  575 ;  no  want  of  the  necessaries  or 
conveniences  of  life,  575;  motion  carried,  576;  moved 
to  strike  out  the  duty,  584 ;  lost,  584. 

Cotion  Mi/ninmnrhB. — Moved  to  strike  out  the  proviso 
establishing  the  minimum,  576 ;  review  of  the  succes- 
sion of  national  projects  which  have  heretofore  promised 
national  blessings  and  inflicted  national  calamities,  576; 
operation  on  the  respective  States,  577 ;  it  is  said  the 
balance  of  trade  is  against  us,  578 ;  history  offers  us  many 
proofe  that  this  balance  is  imaginary,  578;  instances, 
578 ;  it  is  said  that  competition  will  destroy  prosperity, 
and  also  that  it  will  produce  it,  578 ;  the  regret  for  the 
loss  of  war  and  embargoes  is  an  illustration  of  the  pros- 
perity to  be  reaped  from  the  destruction  of  competition, 
579 ;  the  doctrines  of  competition,  579  ;  tariffs  are  sim- 
ply excises  with  only  one  difference,  579 ;  this  is  not  a 
tariff  to  encourage  manufactures,  it  is  a  bill  of  bargains 
to  enrich  a  pecuniary  aristocracy,  580 ;  farther  debate, 
581;  the  duty  now  imposed  will  fall  on  the  rich  and 
luxurious,  582 ;  beneficial  to  the  revenue,  582 ;  motion  to 
strike  out  lost,  582. 

Wool. — Moved  to  strike  out  the  duty  on  manufactured 
wool,  582 ;  the  duty  should  be  an  cm?  -oaZor&m  one  owing 
to  the  different  qualities  of  the  article,  582 ;  no  manufac- 
ture more  worthy  of  protection  than  woollens,  582 ; 
amendment  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  as  makes  the 
duty  oyer  twenty-five  per  cent  and  lost — thirty  carried, 
683. 

SUh^  East  Indicm. — Moved  to  impose  twenty-five  per 
cent,  583;  moved  to  insert  thirty,  583;  both  motions 
lost,  584. 

Wool  Ma/niifactured.— Moved,  to  strike  out  over  thirty 
per  cent,  duty,  534 ;  carried,  584. 

Worsted  Stuff  Goods. — ^Moved  to  amend  so  as  to  make 
the  duty  on  worsted  stuffe  twenty-five  per  cent,  584 ; 
carried,  586. 

Blankets. — Moved  to  make  the  same  duty  on  blankets 
as  on  worsted  stuffs,  585 ;  carried,  585. 

FryiTig  Pa/ns. — Moved  to  strike  out  the  duty  of  four 
cents  per  pound,  585 ;  carried,  585. 

Coeoa. — Moved  to  strike  out  the  duty  on  cocoa,  585 ; 
carried,  585. 

Question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  586;  carried, 
586. 

In  the  Souse.— ISoXhin^  proposed  but  to  extend  and 
equalize  a  system  which  experience  had  shown  to  be 
most  beneficial,  666 ;  one  object  to  secure  in  part  a  mar- 
ket for  raw  materials,  666 ;  to  sustain  European  agricul- 
turists in  articles  we  require,  666 ;  to  create  internal 
resources,  666 ;  duties  of  two  classes,  revenue  and  pro- 
tective, 666 ;  capacity  to  produce  iron  and  hemp,  666 ; 
how  the  question  of  protection  is  considered,  667 ;  the 
tribute  we  pay  to  foreigners,  667 ;  it  is  thought  prices 
will  advance  equal  to  the  duties,  667 ;  a  mistake,  668 ; 
details  ofthe  bill,  668. 

It  is  a  protective  and  not  a  revenue  bill,  668 ;  the 
Union  not  prepared  for  tMs  state  of  things,  669. 

Cotton  Sagging. — Question  on  striking  out  the  duty, 
669 ;  this  subject  does  not  belong  to  the  G-overnment  of 
the  United  States,  669 ;  it  is  not  for  the  common  de- 
fence or  general  welfare,  669;  to  say  that  the  culture  of 
cotton  had  been  protected  by  legislation  was  an  insult 
to  the  understanding,  669 ;  the  manner  of  manufacture 
of  cotton  bagging  shows  the  impolicy  of  its  protection, 
669  ;  the  argument  that  the  consumer  and  not  the 
grower  of  cotton  paid  the  duty,  examined,  670;  the 


proposition  for  this  duty  introduces  a  novel  principle 
in  legislation— the  protection  of  manufactures— ^her 
the  creation  of  manufectures,  670;  farther  remarks, 
670. 

Zrora.— Motion  to  strike  out  the  duty  on  bars  or  bolts 
not  manufactured  by  rolling,  672 ;  cause  a  correspond- 
ing increase  of  price  to  every  farmer  or  mechanic,  672 ; 
the  benefit  of  the  duty  confined  to  two  or  three  of  the 
States,  672 ;  the  question  is  on  the  increase  of  the  present 
duty  from  $15  to  $22,  672;  cost  to  manufacture  bar 
iron,  672;  manufacturers  of  iron  in  Pennsylvania,  678; 
foreign  iron  is  rapidly  driving  domestic  competition 
out  of  the  market,  67%;  can  any  statesman  regard 
this  process  with  indifference?  673;  what  do  we  ask 
by  this  bill  for  the  manufecturers  of  iron?  673;  the 
proposed  addition  to  the  duty  wUi  increase  the  revenue, 
674. 

Woollens. — Motion  to  alter  the  minimum  on  woollens, 
675 ;  the  amendment  alters  the  whole  character  of  the 
bill  by  striking  out  one  of  its  most  important  parts,  675 ; 
it  will  raise  the  price  to  the  consumer  and  not  benefit 
the  manufacturer,  675 ;  reason  of  the  motion,  675 ;  the 
country  fully  able  to  raise  all  the  wool  it  needs,  675;  not 
so,  676 ;  the  bill  wiU  diminish  the  importation  of  woollen 
goods  one-half,  676 ;  the  amendment  a  measure  of  mu- 
tual conciliation,  676;  coarse  wool  should  not  be  ex- 
cluded from  importe-tion,  676 ;  exclude  the  coarse  bad 
wool  from  abroad  and  you  will  soon  have  a  better  article, 
677 ;  the  duty  now  proposed  is  not  a  prohibition,  677  • 
farther  debate,  678,  679. 

Tallow. — Moved  to  strike  out  the  duty  on  tallow,  695; 
an  increased  duty  will  prevent  its  manufacture  and 
limit  its  export,  695  ;  tallow  chandlers  have  the  benefit 
of  the  drawback,  695 ;  it  will  promote  the  interest  of 
growers  of  cattle,  696 ;  how  the  farmers  support  the 
whale  fishery,  696 ;  a  vast  variety  of  interests  involved 
in  it,  696 ;  the  Navy  is  the  protection  of  commerce,  696 ; 
it  must  be  manned  by  young,  hardy  and  active  seamen, 
696 ;  extract  from  Burke's  speech  on  America,  697 ;  the 
proposed  duty  will  not  be  any  relief  to  those  engaged 
in  the  fisheries,  697 ;  the  cheapness  of  Kiissian  tallow, 
697 ;  claims  of  the  whalemen  to  the  protection  of  the 
country,  698 ;  arguments  against  the  duty  considered, 
698. 

Fifies.- Moved  to  increase  the  duty  ten  cents  on  cer- 
tain wines,  702;  wine-growing  countries  always  poor, 
702 ;  a  reduction  of  duty  on  low-priced  wines  had  al- 
ways increased  the  revenue,  702 ;  motion  lost,  702, 

JfoZasses.- Moved  to  increase  the  duty  on,  702 ;  ob- 
ject to  encourage  the  production  of  the  raw  material, 
702 ;  the  increase  in  the  import  is  so  great  as  to  threaten 
the  supplanting  of  the  raw  material,  702;  molasses 
ought  to  be  considered  a  source  of  revenue,  703;  the 
proposition  is  to  tax  the  labor  of  the  country,  703 ;  the 
quantity  of  sugar  imported  at  different  periods,  704; 
this  increase  of  duty  would  diminish  the  revenue,  704; 
duty  fixed  at  ten  cents  per  gallon,  704 ;  two  classes  di- 
vide the  country,  those  in  favor  of  revenue  with  inci- 
dental protection,  and  those  in  favor  of  protection,  707 ; 
the  general  distress  which  pervades  the  whole  coun- 
try, 708 ;  what  is  the  cause  of  this  unhappy  condition  ? 
708 ;  the  effect  of  the  altered  state  of  Europe  has  been 
to  circumscribe  the  employment  of  our  marine,  and  re- 
duce the  value  and  produce  of  our  territorial  labor, 
709 ;  foreign  nations  cannot,  if  they  would,  take  our 
surplus  produce,  709 ;  great  diversity  of  interests  com- 
prised in  our  confederacy,  710 ;  considerations  that  invite 
us  to  adopt  the  policy  of  this  system,  710 ;  if  the  bene- 
fits of  this  policy  were  confined  to  certain  sections  ofthe 
country,  would  it  not  be  satisfactory  to  behoia  American 
industry  thrifty  ?  71^ ;  appeal  to  the  friends  of  the  tariff 
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711 ;  note,  712 ;  this  Is  said  to  be  a  question  between  the 
Aleztds  of  an  American  policy,  and  the  opposors  of  it,  712 ; 
cauBOflof  the  depression  of  the  country,  718;  objections  to 
the  arguments  In  favor  ofthetariflF,714;  doctrine  of  pro- 
hibition preposterous,  715 ;  what  relief  does  the  bill 
propose  to  the  foreign  trade?  715;  Its  situation  is  ex- 
tremely critical,  716;  the  duty  on  woollen  manufac- 
tures^ 716;  the  manufacture  of  cotton,  717;  the  prices 
of  labor  in  those  countries  whence  we  obtain  our  iron, 
718 ;  no  change  ought  to  be  made  In  any  existing  law 
unless  the  reasons  be  strong,  general  and  evident,  718; 
It  is  said  the  proposed  increase  of  duty  is  small,  720 ; 
the  effects  of  this  measure  on  the  maritime  strength  of 
the  country,  720 ;  examination  of  some  branches  of  our 
manufactures,  722 ;  the  manufacture  of  iron,  722 ;  the 
manufacture  of  cotton,  722 ;  our  woollen  factories,  722 ; 
the  interests  of  large  moneyed  capitalists  is  distinctly 
to  be  traced  in  the  present  outcry,  722 ;  demoralizing 
effect  of  a  general  Introduction  of  the  manu&cturing 
system,  723 ;  the  tendency  of  this  policy  to  perpetuate 
itself,  723 ;  a  policy  unbecoming  the  destinies  of  our 
republic,  728 ;  we  are  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  the 
ocean,  723. 

Moved  to  reduce  the  duty  on  iron  from  one  dollar 
twelve  cents  to  ninety  cents,  724;  items  of  expense  in 
making  a  ton  of  iron,  724 ;  what  is  the  object  of  the 
bill?  724;  It  proposes  to  load^with  duties  one  of  the 
staple  necessaries  of  agriculture  and  manufactures,  724; 
it  is  an  unjust  and  oppressive  burden,  725 ;  objections 
examined,  725 ;  reply,  726 ;  serious  distrust  must  be 
felt  at  any  scheme  having  for  its  objects  a  diversion  of 
the  capital  and  labor  of  the  country,  727 ;  the  produc- 
tion of  a  country  must  depend  upon  its  capital  and 
labor,  727;  cannot  produce  wealth  by  legislating  an 
alteration  in  the  pursuits  of  the  people,  728 ;  Hamilton's 
opinions,  728;  the  Upland  cottons,  728;  amendment 
proposed  and  accepted  or  rejected,  729,  780. 

Moved  to  reduce  the  minimum  on  woollens  from 
eighty  to  forty  cents  per  square  yard,  781 ;  this  measure 
is  designed  through  manufactures  to  relieve  the  pov- 
erty and  distresses  of  the  agricultural  portion  of  the 
people,  731;  the  exports,  731;  further  remarks  upon 
relief  782 ;  the  late  war  was  a  war  for  commerce  only, 
783 ;  one  species  of  commerce  to  which  we  are  opposed, 
the  bringing  from  abroad  the  common  necessaries  of 
life,  734;  it  is  apprehended  that  the  encouragement 
of  domestic  industry  will  injure  the  public  revenue, 
785 ;  motion  carried,  786 ;  refused  in  the  House,  737 ; 
the  third  act  ever  passed  the  Congress,  788 ;  these  dis- 
criminating duties  and  the  unexampled  increase  of  our 
tonnage  alarmed  Great  Britain,  788;  these  acts  went 
farther  to  protect  our  navigation  than  the  present  bill 
proposes  to  go  in  favor  of  any  branch  of  manufactures, 
789 ;  how  our  ship-builders  are  protected,  739 ;  the  argu- 
ments against  this  bill  would  apply  to  the  protection  of 
the  navigating  interest,  740 ;  state  of  American  tonnage, 
740;  care  with  which  tho  Government  has  fostered 
Its  navigation,  741,  742;  farther  remarks,  748;  farther 
amendments  offered,  744. 

Moved  to  change  the  duty  on  woollens  to  an  ad  valo- 
rem^  745;  the  greatest  degree  of  national  and  indi- 
vidual wealth  is  obtained  by  permitting  labor,  skill  and 
capital  to  find  their  own  employment,  746 ;  the  revenue 
afforded  by  commerce,  746 ;  every  branch  of  lawful 
industry  is  entltfed  to  an  equal  portion  of  your  foster- 
ing care,  746;  much  to  be  regretted  that  this  subject  is 
not  better  understood,  747 ;  agriculture  is  the  first  and 
noblest  employment  of  man,  747;  it  is  said  there  are 
two  classes  of  politicians  in  this  country,  748 ;  benefits 
of  the  tariff  of  1816,  748 ;  it  is  said  our  commerce  is  de- 
stroyed, therefore  this  bill  cannot  injure  it,  749 ;  it  is 


said  look  at  tho  petitions  from  every  section  of  the 
country,  750;  motion  carried,  751. 

Moved  to  Impose  two  cents  on  brown  and  three  on 
white  sugar  per  pound,  751 ;  the  argument  in  fevor  of 
this  duty  suicidal,  751 ;  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
bill  moved,  752 ;  no  nation  more  rapidly  advanced  in 
prosperity  than  this,  753 ;  House  inundated  with  peti- 
tions and  memorials  of  noisy  manufacturers,  754;  a 
balance  of  trade  always  in  favor  of  England  while  she 
maintains  her  credit  system,  755;  this  bill  annihilates 
our  foreign  commerce,  755 ;  the  people  of  the  Eastern 
States  should  be  the  last  to  support  this  measure,  756; 
the  distress  of  the  country,  756 ;  amendments  proposed, 
757;  other  motions  made,  758;  note,  759;  farther  de- 
bate, 760;  indefinite  postponement  lost,  760;  bill  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  761.  See  Index,  vols.  1,  2, 8, 4, 
5,  6. 

Duties  on  TonTUXge. — See  Index,  voL  1. 

DwiGHT,  Henet  "W.,  Eepresentative  from  Massachusetts, 
215,  877,  592;  on  aid  to  the  Greeks,  410. 

DwiNELL,  Justin,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  592. 

DeWolf,  Jameb,  Senator  from  Ehode  Island,  187,  854, 472 ; 
on  the  suppression  of  piracy,  154;  offers  a  resolution 
relative  to  drawbacks,  155 ;  on  a  drawback  on  cordage, 
189, 190 ;  on  the  Tariff,  569. 


Eable,  Euas,  Eepresentative  from  South  Carolina,  8.  See 
Index,  vols.  4,  5,  6. 

Eaton,  John  H.,  Senator  from  Tennessee,  187, 848,  472;  on 
stopping  pay  to  military  oflacers  Indebted  to  the  Govern- 
ment, 196 ;  offers  a  resolution  relative  to  the  importa- 
tion of  slaves,  201 ;  on  striking  out  the  duty  on  hemp, 
572.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Eaton,  Lewis,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  592. 

Eddy,  Samttei,,  Eepresentative  from  Bhode  Island,  8, 215, 
877,  592.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Edwaeds,  Henbt  W.,  Eepresentative  from  Connecticut,  8, 
215,  877;  Senator  from  Connecticut,  465.  See  Index, 
vol.  6. 

Edwaeds,  Ninian,  Senator  from  Elinois,  144,  848,  472;  on 
^  appropriations  of  land  for  education,  165;  on  the  lead 
mine  leases,  209 ;  on  the  case  of  Henderson,  484.  Sm 
Index,  voL  6. 

Edwaeds,  Samttel,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  8, 
877,  592.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Edwakdb,  "Weldon  N.,  Eepresentative  from  North  Caroli- 
na, 8,  216,  877,  592 ;  on  the  amendment  of  the  journal, 
68,  64 ;  on  the  admission  of  Missouri,  106 ;  on  the  affairs 
of  Florida,  222 ;  on  the  proposed  adjournment,  268 ;  on 
the  suppression  of  public  documents,  430.  See  IndeoD, 
vols.  5,  6. 

Election  o/I^eaident  <md  Vice  President.—See  Missowri. 

Electors  of  President.— See  Index,  vol.  1. 

EUgibiUty  of  John  Bailey,  a  resident  at  Washington,  to  a 
seat  in  the  Bouse  from  Jifassach/usetts.— In  the  House, 
the  report  of  the  committee  against  Bailey's  right  to  a 
seat  considered,  634 ;  not  an  ordinary  instance  in  the 
history  of  contested  elections,  684;  the  practice  has 
been  to  give  a  liberal  construction  in  favor  of  the  rights 
of  the  people,  685 ;  Bailey  in  the  employ  of  the  Govern- 
ment at  "Washington,  and  expressing  an  intention  of  re- 
turning to  Massachusetts,  remains  an  inhabitant  of  that 
State,  685;  further  facts  in  the  case,  686;  points  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  examined,  686,  687;  it  has  been 
said  that  the  case  of  an  ambassador  is  wholly  different, 
688 ;  the  power  of  deciding  the  claims  of  members  is 
given  to  this  House,  689;  important  to  ascertain  the 
import  of  the  term  inhabitant  as  used  in  the  OonstitU' 
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tion,  689 ;  as  defined  in  the  Constitution  of  Massachu- 
setts, 690;  the  constant  usage  in  that  State,  690 ;  how  is 
the  permanent  domicil,  the  home  of  a  person,  to  be  deter- 
mined? 691;  the  case  under  consideration,  691 ;  motion 
to  reverse  the  report,  692 ;  lost,  692;  a  question  of  com- 
mon sense  merely,  693;  further  debate,  693;  report  of 
the  committee  sustained,  694. 

Elliot,  Joun,  Senator  fi-om  Georgia,  143,  857,  465 ;  on  Flor- 
ida land  titles,  4S0 ;  on  the  case  of  Henderson,  484.  See 
Indeos^  vol.  6. 

Ellis,  "William  C,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  592. 

Embargo.—Se&  Ind&ay,  vols.  8, 4, 5,  and  Index,  vol.  1,  Great 
Britain. 

Emperor  Alexander,  award  of,  357 ;  note,  857. 

Enli8tm&)its,  encouragement  of. — See  Index,  vol.  5. 

Erving,  Geoege  W.,  presents  medals  to  Congress,  406. 

EirsTis,  William,  Eepresentative  from  Massachusetts,  8, 
215,  377;  on  the  Missouri  Constitution,  47;  on  the  ad- 
mission of  Missouri,  74 ;  on  military  appropriations, 
255 ;  on  transactions  in  Florida,  258  ;  on  the  suppression 
of  piracy,  885,  886. 

Exchange  of  Stocks. — In  the  House,  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  exchange  certain  stocks 
considered,  286 ;  object  to  pay  off  six  and  seven  per  cent 
stocks  at  five  per  cent,  redeemable  at  a  future  time, 
287 ;  features  of  the  bill,  310 ;  grounds  urged  for  its  pas- 
sage, 810 ;  the  stockholders  will  not  accept  the  change 
3'ou  propose,  811 ;  if  commerce  increases,  does  not  the 
revenue  advance  ?  311;  vain  to  talk  of  saving  millions 
while  you  plunge  the  nation  deeper  in  debt,  811 ;  other 
points  of  view  in  which  to  consider  the  subject,  812; 
difficulty  of  understanding  the  expenditures  of  the  sev- 
eral departments,  and  the  labor  and  service  required,  so 
as  to  suggest  reforms,  312 ;  the  principle  of  the  bill  good, 
313 ;  state  of  the  national  debt,  318 ;  it  is  objected  that 
this  bill  will  deprive  the  Government  of  the  power  to 
pay  the  national  debt  when  it  falls  due,  313;  what 
will  be  your  situation  in  1825  ?  313 ;  an  auspicious  mo- 
ment for  making  this  exchange,  813. 

The  bill  gives  to  one  claws  of  public  creditors  an  ad- 
vantage over  others,  814 ;  it  is  nothing  more  or  less  than 
a  loan  in  disguise,  314;  the  people  condemn  the  habit  of 
resorting  to  loans  in  time  of  peace,  314 ;  this  system  of 
measures  created  and  confi.rm.ed  a  moneyed  aristocracy, 
814 ;  what  is  the  pressing  emergency  ?  815 ;  why  this  re- 
versal of  the  pleasing  prospects  of  commerce  and  pros- 
perous condition  of  our  revenue  ?  815 ;  not  a  matter  of 
surprise  that  great  diversity  of  opinion  prevails,  815 ;  we 
must  either  raise  a  revenue  of  fifty  millions  of  dollars  by 
direct  taxation  between  this  time  and  the  year  1828,  or 
we  must  procrastinate  the  period  fixed  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  public  debt,  315 ;  the  former  alternative  is 
quite  out  of  the  question,  815 ;  the  proposed  exchange 
of  stocks  is  a  prudent  financial  measure,  816 ;  two  differ- 
ent reasons  for  the  fall  in  the  interest  of  money,  317 ; 
bill  passed,  817. 

EoscUe  on  Liquors.— See  Indexa,  vols.  1,  6. 

Executive  Departments.— See  Index,  vol.  1. 

Exipatriaiion. — See  Index^  vols.  2,  5,  6. 

Mcpedition  against  Porto  Rico. — In  the  House,  a  resolution 
calling  for  information  relative  to,  considered,  883 ;  va- 
rious reports  relative  to  this  expedition,  883;  our  re- 
monstrances to  Spain  for  not  restraining  the  expeditions 
of  individuals,  883 ;  persons  connected  with  this  expedi- 
tion, 883 ;  other  circumstances,  883 ;  further  debate,  884 ; 
resolution  agreed  to,  884. 
Expenditures,  reduction  of.— In  the  House,  resolutions 
relative  to  the  reduction  of  expenditures  considered,  54 ; 
resolutions  so  broad  as  to  admit  of  the  committee's  tak- 
ing a  full  view  of  the  state  of  the  nation,  55 ;  importiince 
of  the  question  involved  In  such  an  inquiry,  55 ;  that 


people  are  the  happiest  whose  rights  are  protected  at  the 
least  expense,  55 ;  in  no  nation  can  taxation  be  rendered 
more  oppressive  than  in  ours,  55 ;  the  acts  of  ratification 
show  how  many  of  the  States  attempted  to  guard  against 
abuse  of  the  powers  conferred  upon  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, 56;  in  these  acts  we  first  discover  the  distinction 
between  what  has  been  appropriately  denominated  the 
ordinary  and  extraordinary  sources  of  revenue,  56 ;  these 
principles  stated,  56  ;  they  form  the  bright  constellation 
which  has  gone  before  us  and  guided  our  steps,  56 ;  ex- 
tract from  Mr.  Jefferson's  Message,  57 ; ,  what  is  our 
present  condition  ?  57. 
Expimgvng  the  Journal  of  the  Senate.— See  Index,  vol.  3. 


Fareellt,  Pateick,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania, 
216,  877,  592;  on  detecting  mail  theits,  246;  on  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  Cumberland  road,  324 ;  on  provision 
for  the  family  of  Lieutenant  Pierce,  889 ;  on  the  road 
from  Ohio  to  Michigan,  416. 

Faeeow  and  Haeris.— In  the  Senate,  a  bill  reported  to  ad- 
just the  accounts  of,  relative  to  building  forts  on  Dau- 
phin Island,  872 ;  state  of  the  case,  8T3 ;  contracts  with 
the  United  States  are  governed  by  the  same  principles 
as  with  individuals,  372 ;  the  mode  of  settlement,  872, 
878 ;  bill  for  the  relief  of,  considered,  588. 

Fat,  Joint,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  8.  See  Index^ 
vol.  6. 

Eederal  Judges.— See  Index,  vols.  2,  8,  Am&ndanents  to  the 
Constitution,  and  Index,  vols.  4,  5. 

FiNDLAY,  Jomr,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  877, 592. 

FiNDLAT,  William,  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  144,  848, 
465.    See  Index,  vols.  1,  2,  8,  4,  5. 

Fines,  MiUiia,  bill  relative  to,  206. 

FiSHEE,  Chaeles,  Eepresentative  from  North  Carolina,  5. 

Elag  of  the  United  States.— See  Index,  vol.  1. 

Florida,  bill  to  take  possession  o:^  180, 181;  Tiote,  181. 

In  the  Senate. — A  petition  from  certain  inhabitants  of 
West  Florida,  representing  themselves  illegally  impris- 
oned, 161 ;  better  wait  the  proceedings  of  the  other 
House,  161 ;  each  House  should  act  independently,  161 ; 
ought  to  be  referred  to  the  President,  161 ;  laid  on  the 
table,  161 ;  motion  to  annex  a  part  of  West  Florida  to 
Alabama,  168 ;  note,  169. 

GovernmeTVt  of  Florida. — Amendments  to  the  bill, 
171 ;  bill  ordered  to  third  reading,  171 ;  note,  171. 

Bill  introduced  to  repeal  the  Florida  Territorial  laws, 
20,5. 

Affairs  in  Florida.— In  the  House,  a  resolution  call- 
ing upon  the  President  for  information  relative  to  the 
late  ti-ausactions  in  Florida  considered,  221;  moved  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  222 ;  more  respectful  to 
the  President  to  wait  for  the  information  he  doubtless 
intends  soon  to  convey,  222 ;  the  resolution  calls  for  par- 
ticular and  specific  information,  222 ;  laid  on  the  table, 
222. 

Transactions  in.— In  the  House,  a  message  from  the 
President  relative  to  affairs  in  Florida,  242;  note,  243; 
committee  pray  to  be  discharged  from  further  consider- 
ation of  the  message  and  documents,  258 ;  reason  to  ap- 
prehend there  has  been  such  a  usurpation  of  the  rights 

,  of  certain  petitioners  as  required  the  interference  of  the 
House,  268 ;  motion  to  refer  the  petitions  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  258;  an  additional  reason  for  giv- 
ing more  promptly  a  government  to  Florida,  258 ;  were 
the  petitioners  confined  under  a  military  order,  or  in 
virtue  of  some  civil  judicial  process?  258;  the  powers 
of  the  Governor  are  said  to  be  equal  to  those  of  the  Cap- 
tain-General of  Cuba,  258 ;  question  on  discharging  the 
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commlttoe,  258;  it  Is  a  subject  that  requires  the  imme- 
diate Interference  of  the  House,  258;  the  duty  of  Con- 
gress, 258 ;  proper  that  the  papers  should  be  referred, 
259;  the  House  cannot  dispense  with  inquiry  in  any 
case  where  complaint  was  made,  259 ;  the  case  of  the 
petitioners,  259;  the  benefit  of  the  petitioners  requires 
that  the  subject  should  be  taken  up  by  a  body  more 
competent  to  do  summary  justice  than  this  House,  259 ; 
the  Executive  could  most  speedily  relieve  them,  they 
being  now  in  jail,  260 ;  merely  a  case  of  false  imprison- 
ment, and  will  this  House  undertake  to  try  such  cases? 
260 ;  the  question  is,  whether  the  subjects  of  a  foreign 
power  have  received  iVom  our  officers  an  injury,  260; 
what  is  there  before  this  House  but  &sp.pa/rt&  statements 
of  the  petitioners  ?  260 ;  whose  fault  was  It  that  the 
Government  of  Florida  was  tyrannical?  260;  the  blame 
must  rest  on  those  by  whom  tho  Government  was  or- 
ganized, 260 ;  where  is  the  clause  of  the  constitution 
which  excludes  this  House  from  Inquiring  into  such  a 
case?  261;  the  bill  of  last  session  corresponded  to  the 
views  of  the  Executive,  261 ;  noie^  261 ;  report  relative 
to  release  of  petitioners,  362. 

Resolutions  relative  to  the  message  and  documents 
ofi'ered,  264 ;  the  Governor  of  Elorida  does  not  possess 
those  judicial  powers  he  claims  to  exercise,  264 ;  the 
course  pursued  by  the  Governor  was  evidently  correct, 
265 ;  eflForts  of  the  Spaniards  to  defeat  the  cession,  265 ; 
further  debate,  265 ;  House  refuses  to  take  cognizance  of 
the  complaints,  266. 

Eesolutions  offered  relative  to  transactions  in  Florida, 
270 ;  House  refuse  to  consider  them,  270 ;  wo^e,  2T0 ;  cor- 
respondence, 271,  272;  message  relative  to,  826. 

In  the  Mouse.— A  bill  to  establish  a  Territorial  Gov- 
ernment In  Florida,  294 ;  moved  to  extend  the  princi- 
ples of  the  constitution  in  relation  to  protection  of  lib- 
erty, &c.,  over,  294;  people  of  Florida  strangers  to  our 
constitution  and  laws,  294;  further  remarks,  395;  mo- 
tion lost,  295 ;  Tiote,  295 ;  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
295;  passed,  296. 

JRoads  in. — In  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  lay- 
ing out  of  public  roads  in  Florida,  considered,  509 ;  im- 
portance to  the  territory  of  the  roads  proposed,  509;  as 
it  relates  to  the  defence,  and  to  the  population  of  the 
territory,  509 ;  data  on  which  the  estimates  are  based, 
509;  the  appropriation  stated,  with  the  labor  of  the 
military  force  will  be  adequate,  509 ;  an  extraordinary 
country  if  twenty  thousand  dollars  will  make  three  hun- 
dred miles  of  road,  510 ;  different  manner  of  construct- 
ing roads  at  the  South  and  at  the  North,  510 ;  bill  passed 
to  a  third  reading,  510;  memorials  respecting,  595. 
Government  of.— See  Index,  vol.  6,  Bpaivish  Trea- 
ty. Occupation  of,  see  Inderx^  vol.  4.  Purchase  o^  see 
Indm,  vol.  8. 
Floyd,  John,  Eepresentative  firom  Virginia,  6,  216,  378, 60S ; 
on  a  national  vaccine  institution,  8;  offers  a  resolution 
relative  to  the  occupancy  of  the  Columbia  Eiver,  50 ;  re- 
ports relative  to  the  Columbia  Elver,  74 ;  relative  to  Mis- 
souri, 86,  92;  on  the  South  American  Provinces,  96;  on 
reconsidering  the  vote  relative  to  Missouri,  105;  on  the 
election  of  President  and  Vice  President,  114 ;  offers  a 
resolution  relative  to  the  vote  of  Missouri  for  President, 
116;  on  the  Indian  Department,  231;  on  vaccination, 
244;  on  the  Russian  claims,  253;  on  transactions  in 
Florida,  258 ;  on  the  suppression  of  piracy,  384 ;  on  the 
occupation  of  Columbia  Kiver,  892 ;  on  the  suppression 
of  public  documents,  431 ;  on  road  from  Memphis  to 
Little  Eock,  615.  See  Index,  vol.  6. 
FoLGEE,  "Walter,  Jun.,  Eepresentative  iVom  Massachusetts, 

6.    8&6  Index^  vol.  6. 
Foot,  Samuel  A.,  Eepresentative  from  Connecticut,  8,  593; 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Journal,  67 ;  relative  to  Mis- 


souri, 88,  85 ;  on  the  duty  on  wines,  702 ;  on  the  duty  on 
woollens,  745.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 

FooTK,  Chaeleb  a.,  Eepresentative  from  New  Tork,  592. 

FoED,  William  D.,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  3,  See 
Index,  vol.  6. 

Fordgn  MimMters,  abuse  of  privilege.— ^ee  Indexa^  vol  8, 

Foreign  BelaUons.    See  Index,  vols.  4,  5, 

FoEBBBT,  Thomas,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  8, 
877.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 

FoESTTH,  John,  Eepresentative  from  Georgia,  693;  on  re- 
duction of  the  diplomatic  corps,  679.  See  Index,  vols. 
S,  6. 

FoEWAED,  "Waltbe,  EepTeseutative  from  Pennsylvania, 
877,  593;  on  the  duty  on  woollens,  676. 

France,  relaUons  %oith. — See  Index,  vols.  3,  5. 

Franking  Primlege.See  Index,  vols.  1, 2. 

Feahclibn,  Mons.,  communication  of,  393. 

Freedom,  of  Con^sci&nce.-See  Index,  vol  1. 

French  vessels,  bills  respecting  duties  on,  206. 

French  SpoUaUons,  report  on,  705.    See  Index,  vols.  2, 3. 

Fren<^  Decrees. — See  Index,  vol.  5. 

Fr&nch  Refugees. — See  Index,  voL  1. 

Fri&nda,  petition  of  Society  o^  in  reference  to  slave  mar- 
riages, 595. 

FronUers,  protection  of. — See  Index,  vol.  1. 

Feost,  Joel,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  592. 

Fugilmefi  from  labor,  resolution  relative  to,  221, 

Fugi^esfrom  Justice. — See  Index,  vol.  1. 

Fugitive  Slaves. — See  Index,  vol  5,  6.    Slaves. 

FuLLEE,  Timothy,  Eepresentative  from  Massachusetts,  8, 
215,  377,  592 ;  on  the  exchange  of  certain  stocks,  814; 
on  the  suppression  of  piracy,  384,  385,  386;  relative  to 
Spanish  Privateers,  461 ;  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Sarah  Perry,  618;  on  the  duty  on  iron,  672;  on  the 
case  of  Mr.  Bailey,  689.    See  Index,  vol  6. 

Fur  Trade  of  the  West. — In  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  regulate 
trade  with  the  Indians  considered,  201 ;  the  fur  trade  an 
object  of  national  concern,  203;  as  a  branch  of  com- 
merce, 202 ;  the  nature  of  the  capital  would  enhance 
the  value  of  the  trade  to  the  country,  203 ;  the  practi- 
cability of  taking  the  furs  direct  to  China,  208;  the  far 
trade  is  the  true  means  of  controlling  the  Indians,  203 ; 
the  bill  and  amendments  are  calculated  to  give  it  some 
protection,  204. 

A  bill  to  prevent  foreigners  trading  with  the  Indians 
within  the  United  States  considered,  543;  foreignera  in- 
stigate the  Indians  to  murder  American  citizens,  548; 
machinations  in  Flfltrida,  543;  in  the  northwest,  548; 
Indians  ripe  for  hostilities  with  us  long  before  the  de- 
claration of  the  late  war,  544;  instigated  by  the  tiaders, 
544 ;  narrative,  544 ;  the  state  of  our  relations  with  the 
Blackfeet  tribe,  546 ;  the  Assinaboins,  546 ;  the  origin 
of  the  hunting  expeditions,  546 ;  the  British  fur  traders 
the  cause  of  the  hostility  of  the  Blackfeet  Indiana  and 
others,  547 ;  eight  reasons  stated  to  prove  it,  547, 548 ; 
the  bill  reported  contains  four  provisions  to  put  an  end 
to  these  outrages  and  to  preserve  the  fur  trade,  549 ;  the 
main  provision  is  to  advance  a  military  post,  on  the 
Upper  Missouri,  549 ;  the  magnitude  of  the  fur  trade, 
549 ;  the  encouragement  it  will  give  to  home  industry, 
549 ;  our  policy  unites  itself  with  our  interest,  550. 

How  this  bill  is  to  produce  the  effect  indicated  by  its 
title  has  not  been  explained,  551 ;  it  will  not  be  pre- 
tended that  moving  troops  up  the  Missouri  can  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  protection  of  our  frontiers,  551 ;  extract 
from  Major  Long's  account  of  the  coimtry,  551;  four 
companies  would  be  altogether  inadequate  for  the  pur- 
pose intended,  552 ;  the  most  exceptionable  part  of  the 
bill  is  the  protection  of  the  hunters  and  trappers,  552 ; 
it  is  said  the  British  traders  came  within  our  boundaries 
to  trade  with  the  Indians,  552 ;  objectiona  to  the  bill 
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answered,  553 ;  the  system  of  intercourse  with  the  In- 
dians lately  pursued  is  radically  wrong,  554 ;  if  it  is  in- 
tended to  invade  the  Indian  country  with  a  military 
force  we  ought  to  hold  a  treaty  with  them  and  obtain 
their  eonsp-nt,  554 ;  the  Indian  tribes  do  not  come  within 
our  jurisdiction — what  control  have  we  over  them  ?  554 ; 
the  Government  has  always  established  military  posts 
in  their  country  without  their  consent,  554;  this  point 
established,  554 ;  no  part  of  the  bill  proposes  to  interfere 
with  the  Indians,  555;  we  have  no  right  to  place  a  mili- 
tary force  in  the  Indian  country  in  a  time  of  peace,  555 ; 
the  Indian  has  no  one  here  to  speak  for  him,  555 ;  the 
protection  of  our  trade  with  the  Northwestern  Indians 
by  a  military  force  had  been  once  discussed  and  settled, 
555 ;  bill  laid  over,  556 ;  amendment  moved,  5S6 ;  car- 
ried, 586 ;  bill  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  586 ;  bill  taken 
up  and  amendment  cM-ried,  586 ;  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed, 586. 


Oaillaed,  Jaites,  Senator  firom  South  Carohna,  187,  S48, 
465 ;  elected  president  pro  tern,  of  Senate,  18T,  158,  848, 
869,  588 ;  his  address  to  the  Senate,  159 ;  his  remarks, 
369.    jfiee  Indeas,  vols.  3,  4,  5,  6. 

Gales  and  Seaton,  elected  printer,  447.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Gamble,  John  M.,  memorial  of,  706. 

Gaenett,  Eobeet  S.,  Eepresentative  from  Virginia,  3,  216, 
877,  593;  on  reconsidering  the  vote  relative  to  Missouri, 
104;  declaration  o^  309,  310.     Seelndea:,  vol.  6. 

Gaeeison,  Daniel,  Eepresentative  from  New  Jersey,  592. 

Gazlat,  James  W.,  Eepresentative  from  Ohio,  592 ;  on  the 
Miami  purchase,  607 ;  on  the  redaction  of  the  diplomatic 
corps,  684, 

Ghbhabd,  John,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  216,  377. 

GeTteral  Welfare  clause,  examined. — See  Index,  yoL  1. 

Georgian  MiliUa,  claims. — See  Ind^o,  vols.  8,  6 ;  land 
claim. — See  Index,  vol.  8. 

Georgia  Claims,  papers  referred,  193 ;  report,  192. 

Germa/n  Language,  la/we  in. — See  Index,  vol.  2. 

GiLMEE,  Geobge  E.,  Eepresentative  from  Georgia,  216,  377; 
relative  to  the  Indian  department,  225,  231 ;  on  transac- 
tions in  Florida,  265 ;  on  the  suppression  of  public  docu- 
ments, 429. 

Gist,  Joseph,  Eepresentative  from  South  Carolina,  216,  377, 
692. 

Gold  com,  report  on,  87. 

GoEHAM,  Benjamin,  Eepresentative  from  Massachusetts,  7, 
215,  877. 

Govan,  Andeew  E.,  Eepresentative  from  South  Carolina, 
378,  593 ;  on  the  tariff,  752. 

Gkat,  John  C,  Eepresentative  from  Virginia,  8. 

Crreat  Britain,  retaZiatory  measures  on. — See  Index,  vol,  1. 

Greeks,  add  to  the. — In  the  House,  memorial  in  behalf  of 
the  Greeks  presented,  410;  sentiments  of  the  memorial- 
ists in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  nation,  410 ;  fur- 
ther remarks,  410;  memorial  laid  on  the  table,  410, 

Greece,  coTnrmssioner  to. — ^In  the  House,  a  resolution 
relative  to  the  appointment  of,  offered,  594 ;  object  to 
obtain  from  the  House  an  expression  responsive  to  the 
President's  message,  595 ;  laid  on  the  table,  595 ;  debate 
on  time  to  take  up  the  motion  for,  60S. 

A  resolution  that  provision  ought  to  be  made  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Commissioner  to  Greece  con- 
sidered, 641;  witnesses  of  what  Greece  has  taught 
us  to  be,  641;  what  is  it  best  for  us  to  do  in  the 
present  aspect  of  things  respecting  Greece?  642;  the 
policy  of  the  Government  towards  foreign  nations, 
642;  the  age  is  a  peculiar  one,  643;  the  declaration 
of  the  Holy  Alliance,  643;   what  Is  a  treaty?    643; 


nature  of  the  Holy  Alliance,  644 ;  a  combination  against 
the  cause  of  human  intellect  and  the  character  of  the 
age,  644;  speech  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  644;  what 
is  this  to  us  ?  645 ;  what  can  we  do  ?  645 ;  the  country 
of  Greece,  646 ;  results  of  the  system  of  modern  Euro- 
pean Sovereigns,  647 ;  the  situation  of  Greece,  647,  643  ; 
will  this  resolution  do  them  any  good  ?  648 ;  is  it  paci- 
fic, 648 ;  do  the  gentlemen  fear  embroiling  us  with  the 
Porte  ?  648 ;  farther  debate,  651 ;  amendment  to  limit 
the  resolve  to  an  expression  of  sentiment  fiivorable  to 
Greece,  652;  this  is  a  matter  which  had  its  origin  prin- 
cipally in  feeling,  652 ;  the  Grecian  republics,  653 ;  you 
owe  to  Greece  a  debt  which  you  ought  to  pay  in  kind, 
it  is  for  moral  aid,  6^ ;  let  us  take  care  that  we  do  not 
make  our  cause  a  warning  against  free  governments, 
653 ;  we  should  pause  before  we  take  any  step  that  may 
commit  the  nation,  654 ;  the  resolution  in  itself  is  noth- 
ing when  compared  with  the  consequences  it  involves, 
654 ;  doctrines  broached  that  imply  a  total  change  in  the 
policy  of  this  Government,  655 ;  are  we  to  go  on  a  cru- 
sade to  propagate  liberty  and  religion  ?  655 ;  the  quotation 
from  Puffendorf,  655 ;  the  President  has  already  express- 
ed all  in  reference  to  Greece  that  the  resolution  goes  to 
express,  656  ;  other  cases  besides  that  of  the  Greeks,  656 ; 
what  are  we  now  asked  to  do  ?  656 ;  it  is  said  we  have 
sent  and  received  ministers  from  revolutionary  France, 
656 ;  even  Eussia  dare  not  move,  657 ;  one  world  is  not 
sufficient  for  us,  657 ;  we  have  not  a  little  of  John  Bull- 
dog spirit,  657;  the  unexampled  state  of  the  world, 
658 ;  called  upon  to  acknowledge  a  new  power,  659 ; 
what  will  bo  the  probable  consequences  ?  659 ;  have 
the  Greeks  declared  and  maintained  their  independ- 
ence ?  659 ;  it  will  be  a  violation  of  our  declared  prin- 
ciples, 659 ;  it  is  an  interference  with  the  executive 
power,  660 ;  the  act  of  Congress  will  be  the  acknowl- 
edgment and  not  the  embassy,  660 ;  what  have  you 
to  do  with  the  hberty  of  any  people  except  the  people 
you  govern,  662 ;  justice  is  not  done  to  the  Turk  in 
this  debate,  661 ;  in  religion  the  Turks  are  more  tolerant 
than  their  Christian  neighbors,  661 ;  remember  the 
words  of  Washington,  661;  the  hopes  of  mankind  de- 
pend on  the  success  of  our  experiment,  662. 

Geoss,  Ezea  C,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  3.  See 
Index,  voL  6. 

Geoss,  Samuel,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  3,  216, 
877 ;  on  the  resolution  relative  to  Missouri,  59.  See  In- 
dex, vol.  6. 

Guillemard,  AmaJdo,  petition  oi^l61. 

Gwn^oats.^See  Index,  vol.  2. 

Gtteley,  Henet  H.,  Eepresentative  from  Ohio,  600;  on 
roads  in  Florida,  611 ;  on  the  duty  on  wines,  702. 

GuTON,  James,  Je.,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  8. 

Sabeas  Corpus,  suspension  of.— See  Index,  vrf.  8. 

Hacklbt,  Aaeon,  Je.,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  8 ; 
relative  to  Missouri,  86 ;  on  the  admission  of  Missouri, 
105.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Hall,  Geoege,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  3.  See  In- 
dex, vol.  6. 

Hall,  Thomas  H.,  Eepresentative  from  North  Carolina,  8, 
221,  877,  593.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Hall,  "Willaed,  Eepresentative  from  Delaware,  13.  See 
Index,  vol.  6. 

SdU  of  the  Mouse,  resolution  relative  to,  51. 

HAjnLTON,  Alexandee.— ^cpor/  of,  as  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.— See  Index,  voL  1,  Treasury. 

Hamilton,  James,  Je.,  Eepresentative  from  South  Carolina, 
413,  592 ;  announces  death  of  "William  Lowndes,  418;  on 
the  suppression  of  public  documents,  443 ;  on  relief  of 
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Sarah  Porry,  619;  on  tho  duty  on  woollens,  678;  on  tho 
Tariff,  726. 
1-lAKDiN,   Benjamin,  JJopreBentatlvo   from  Kentucky,  17, 
216,  877;   on  transactions  In  Florida,  262;   relative  to 
public  defaulters,  821 ;  on  the  road  from  Ohio  to  Michi- 
gan, 415.    See  Indeoo,  vols.  5,  6. 
Harmofvy  in  Indian  Society  of.^See  Indea^  vol.  8. 
Harris,  Maek,  Representative  from  Maine,  877. 
Habris,  Kobert,  Kepresentatlre  from  Pennsylvania,  692. 
Harvey,  Matthew,  Ecpresentative  from  New  Hampshire, 

216,  877,  591. 
Hawks,  James,  Representative  from  New  York,  216,  877. 
Hatden,  Moses,  Representative  from  New  York,  592. 
Haynb,  Robert  Y.,  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  466 ;  offers 
a  resolution  relative  to  an  amendment  of  the  constitu- 
tion, 478 ;  offers  resolutions  acknowledging  Grecian  In- 
dependence, 480 ;  on  the  case  of  Henderson,  482 ;  rela- 
tive to  the  visit  of  Lafayette,  492 ;  on  additional  sloops 
of  war,  605 ;  on  amendments  to  the  constitution,  525 ; 
relative  to  imprisonment  for  deht,  561 ;  on  the  duty  on 
cotton  bagging,  578. 
Ea/i/U^  resolutions  relative  to  intercourse  with,  418. 
Hatwaed,  "William,  Jr.,  Representative  from  Maryland, 

592. 
Hazard,  Nathaniel,  Representative  from  Rhode  Island,  8 ; 

decease  of,  60.    See  Indeao^  vol.  6. 
Heathen^  propagatinff  the  Gospel  (vnumg— Message^  1Q^\ 

note,  705 ;  report,  712. 
H&mp^  AmericcMi.— In  the  Senate,  a  resolution  for  informa- 
tion respecting  American  cordage,  &c.,  586;  object  to 
find  out  the  reason  which  excludes  American  hemp  from 
American  ships,  586 ;  the  quantity  of  foreign  materials 
used  in  the  navy,  586 ;  the  cost  of  materials  in  a  ship  of 
the  line,  687;  resolution  agreed  to,  587. 
H&m/p  and  Maio,  machine  report  on,  279. 
Hemphill,  Joseph,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania,  8, 
216,  877,  692;  on  citizenship  of  free  colored  persons  in 
Missouri,  87 ;  on  road  from  Memphis  to  Little  Rock, 
608 ;  on  roads  in  Florida,  612 ;  on  survey  of  roads  and 
canals,  627.  See  Indeo},  vol.  6. 
/Tenderson,  JFrancis,  Jr.,  the  cam  of. — In  the  Senate,  the 
bill  reported  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Henderson  con- 
sidered, 482 ;  question  on  adding  interest  to  the  princi- 
pal, 482;  Col.  John  Laurens,  482 ;  eulogy  upon  Laurens, 
488;  the  daughter  of  Col.  Laurens  is  the  only  person 
who  has  any  just  claim,  484;  the  circumstances  were 
such  that  the  money  ought  not  to  go  to  her,  484 ;  the 
question  does  not  turn  on  the  justice  of  the  claim,  but 
whether  the  person  named  was  justly  authorized  to  re- 
ceive the  money,  484;  if  wrongfully  paid.  Congress 
would  be  bound  to  pay  it  again,  484;  if  nothing  but  a 
separation,  without  a  divorce  had  taken  place,  it  did  not 
vitiate  the  right  of  Mr.  Henderson,  484;  amendment 
moved  requiring  the  relinquishment  of  all  claim  on  the 
part  of  the  parents,  484;  it  is  left  to  the  equity  of  Con- 
gress to  pay  this  claim,  485;  bill  laid  on  the  table,  485; 
bill  reported  in  Senate,  612;  moved  to  amend  by  re- 
quiring a  relinquishment  of  the  claims  of  all  other  par- 
ties previous  to  paying  the  money,  512 ;  the  claim  one 
of  strict  justice,  612;  Laurens  had  received  all  the  com- 
pensation he  wished  or  expected  for  his  services,  513; 
indefinitely  postponed,  618. 
Hendrioks,  Wiluam,  Representative  from  Indiana,  8,  216. 

See  Ind&D^  vols.  5,  6. 
Henry,  Robert  P.,  Representative  from  Kentucky,  592 ;  on 

roads  in  Florida,  612 ;  on  relief  of  Sarah  Perry,  621. 
Heekimee,  John,  Representative  from  New  York,  594.    See 

Index.,  vol.  6. 
Hernandez,  Joseph  M.,  Delegate  from  Florida,  413. 
Herbiok,  Ebenezbk,  Representative  from  Maine,  216,  377, 
591. 


Herriok,  Samuel,  Representative  from  Ohio,  54  See  In- 
deto^  vol  6. 

Hibshman,  Jacob,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania,  8. 
See  Indm,  vol.  6. 

Hill,  Mark  L.,  Representative  A'om  Massachusetts,  8,  216, 
877;  offers  a  resolution  relative  to  intercourse  with 
Haytl,  418.    See  Ind&o,  vol.  6. 

HoBAET,  Aaron,  Representative  from  Massachusetts,  50, 
215,  877,  592. 

Hodgson^  Rebecca,  petition  o^  159.    See  IndecB,  vol  5. 

HoGEBOou,  James  L,,  Representative  from  New  York,  592; 
on  the  appropriation  bill,  688. 

HoLcoMBB,  George,  Representative  from  New  Jersey,  216, 
877,  592 ;  on  surveys  for  roads  and  canals,  682. 

Holmes,  Datid,  Senator  from  Mississippi,  848, 465.  See  In- 
dex, voL  6. 

Holmes,  John,  Senator  from  Maine,  848, 465;  on  compensa- 
tion to  collectors  of  the  customs,  156;  on  military  roads 
In  Maine,  156;  on  the  adjournment  of  the  session,  169; 
on  stopping  pay  to  certain  military  oflBcers,  191 ;  on  the 
•appointment  of  certain  ministers,  205 ;  on  the  suppres- 
sion of  piracy,  855 ;  on  amendments  to  the  constitution, 
522;  on  striking  out  the  duty  on  hemp,  572;  on  roads  in 
Florida,  510 ;  on  purchasing  a  larm  near  West  Point, 
513 ;  on  the  Indian  fur  trade,  555 ;  on  the  tarifl;  568. 
See  Index,  vol  6. 

Home  Department. — See  Index,  voL  1,  ExeGutVce  Depart- 
ment; and  IndesD,  voL  5. 

Dome Man/it/ae^ures.,  wominfheEouBe. — Seelndex^yol.^, 

Honors  to  the  Bra/De.—See  Indem,  vol.  6. 

Hooks,  Charles,  Representative  from  North  Carolina,  8, 
216,  877,  592.    See  Index,  vols.  5,  6. 

Horses  lost  in  the  Senninole  War. — In  the  House,  a  memo- 
rial of  Legislature  of  Tennessee,  claiming  payment  for 
horses  lost  in  the  Seminole  "War,  considered,  808 ;  report 
of  committee  unfavorable,  808 ;  moved  to  strike  out 
"  not,"  so  as  to  change  its  character,  808 ;  this  claim 
rests  on  a  positive  contract  between  the  soldier  and  his 
Government,  808 ;  his  claim  would  be  sustainable  in 
law,  were  the  Government  suable,  808 ;  if  he  is  to  be 
charged  with  his  wages  when  he  receives  credit  for  his 
horse,  it  is  evident  that  the  longer  he  served  the  greater 
would  be  the  balance  against  him,  309 ;  committee  rise, 
809. 
Hostetter,  Jacob,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania,  S. 

See  Indeas,  vol.  6. 
Souse  convenes  at  second  session  of  16th  Congress,  8;  bal- 
lots for  Speaker,  4,  5 ;  convenes  at  1st  session  of  17th 
Congress,  215;  convenes  at  2d  session  of  17th  Congress, 
877;  adjourns  at  close  of  2d  session  of  17th  Congress, 
464 ;  convenes  at  1st  session  of  18th  Congress,  591. 
Houston,  Samttel,  Representative  from  Tennessee,  592. 
Hubbard,  Thomas  H.,  Representative  from  New  York,  216^ 
877.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 


Illinois,  a^rUssion  of.— See  Ind&x,  voL  6. 

ImpeacTrnient^See  Index,  vol.  8. 

Importation  of  S^i)6s.—See  Index,  vol.  8,  Duties  on  Im- 
ports. 

Imports.— See  Duties  on  Imports, 

Imprisonment  for  Debt— In  the  Senate,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vole  recommitting  the  bill,  561 ;  altogether  an 
inefacient  remedy  for  the  evils  intended  to  be  met  by 
it,  563 ;  the  vote  to  recommit  is  a  decision  against  the 
bill,  562;  motion  carried,  562;  indefinite  postponement 
moved,  662 ;  lost,  562 ;  ordered  to  be  engrossed:  662 ;  bill 
passed,  562. 
In  the  House.— Bm  reported  with  amendments,  603 ; 
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House  concurs,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 

IrumguratioTi  of  the  President,  March  6, 1821, 132. 

IndemMty  for  SpoUaUons.—See  Indeo},  vol.  1,  Great 
Britain. 

Indian  Afairs.—See  Indeo),  vol.  4. 

Jndia/ih  Tribes^  bill  to  prevent  war  among  the,  1T5. 

Indicm  Factory  System.— In  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  abolish 
the  Indian  Factory  system,  with  amendments  to  give 
tho  winding  up  to  agents  instead  of  the  present  ofBcers, 
180 ;  note^  180 ;  the  factory  system  grew  out  of  a  na- 
tional calamity,  and  had  been  one  itself,  181 ;  the  capital 
first  invested,  181 ;  the  act  of  1811, 181 ;  the  practical 
operation  of  the  system,  181 ;  great  abuses  have  been 
committed  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties,  181 ;  the  con- 
duct of  the  Superintendent  in  purchasing  the  goods,  181 ; 
eight  gross  of  jewsharps,  181 ;  statement  of  Major  O'Fal- 
lon,  182;  statement  of  Major  Bell,  182;  statement  of  Mr. 
Crooks,  182 ;  conduct  of  the  factors  in  making  their 
sales,  183 ;  conduct  of  the  Superintendents  in  selling  the 
furs  and  peltries  received  from  the  factors,  184;  the 
amount  of  business  done  by  the  factories,  185 ;  Mr. 
Crook's  statement,  185 ;  note,  186. 

Nothing  to  show  that  the  Superintendents  or  factors 
had  not  faithfully  discharged  their  duty,  186 ;  from  an 
examination  of  the  documents  it  appears  that  the  Su- 
perintendents have  done  their  duty,  186 ;  conduct  of  Su- 
perintendent and  factors  can  be  explained  without  im- 
plicating their  characters,  18T ;  the  capital  is  inadequate 
to  the  trade,  187 ;  further  debate,  188. 

Indian  Department. — In  the  House,  a  resolution  consid- 
ered, calling  for  information  relative  to  the  expenditure 
of  the  Indian  Department,  225;  agreed  to,  226. 

Bill  making  appropriations,  &c.,  considered,  226;  two 
questions  to  be  decided  which  the  committee  has  not 
met,  226;  where  does  the  supreme  authority  of  this 
Government  rest  ?  226 ;  the  War  Department  is  not  a 
co-ordinate  or  correlative  department  with  this  House, 
226;  what  is  the  power  of  the  departments?  226;  defi- 
■  cits  in  accounts,  227 ;  former  deficits,  227 ;  the  law  does 
not  authorize  the  distribution  of  rations  to  the  Indians, 
227 ;  true  dignity  in  a  Secretary  of  "War  consists  in  not 
exceeding  his  appropriations,  227;  the  specification  of 
appropriations  must  be  naade  in  tho  House,  228;  no  ob- 
jection was  made  at  the  last  Congress  to  the  whole  sys- 
tem of  policy  and  expenditure  of  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment, 228 ;  reasons  for  voting  in  favor  of  the  sum  named 
by  the  committee,  228. 

Motion  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  229; 
reasons  for  postponement,  229  ;  discussion  tends  to  no 
good  purpose  at  present,  229;  the  House  has  all  the  in- 
formation that  can  be  expected,  230 ;  decorous  to  this 
House  as  well  as  the  S  ecretary  to  postpone  the  question, 
280 ;  further  debate  on  the  motion  to  postpone,  230, 281 ; 
postponement  carried,  232;  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
considered  relative  to  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  In- 
dians, 888 ;  progress  made  in  the  civilization  and  happi- 
ness of  the  Indian  tribes  under  the  system  pursued  for 
that  purpose,  338 ;  numbers  in  the  United  States,  338; 
how  to  civilize  and  Christianize  our  red  brethren  is  the 
question,  339;  what  has  been  done  in  different  regions  ? 
889,  840 ;  the  civiUzation  of  the  Indians,  if  effected,  is  to 
be  a  work  not  only  of  time,  but  of  necessity,  840;  much 
treasure  already  wasted  in  vain  and  futile  attempts,  341 ; 
indirect  taxes,  341 ;  people  will  not  complain  of  taxes  if 
imposed  for  humane  and  useful  purposes,'S41 ;  aversion 
of  the  Indians  to  our  laws  and  civilization,  343 ;  note,  342 ; 
vain  to  attempt  to  civilize  them  while  surrounded 
by  our  settlements,  342 ;  amendments  proposed  lost,  843. 

Indian  Zand^  within  w  State,  rights  o^er.—See  Index, 

TOLl. 


Indian  Trading  PoBte. — Message  relative  to,  413;  reserva- 
tions, report  on,  422 ;  report,  460. 

Ifidia/ns,  Quapau,  memorial  of^  594 ;  memorial  on  civiliza- 
tion and  education  of  the  Indians,  600. 

Indiana,  memorial  of  Assembly  o^  on  public  lands,  516. 

Indiana,  ad/rrdasion  of. — See  Index,  vol.  5. 

Ingham,  Samuel  D.,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania, 
879,  592 ;  on  the  duty  on  woollens,  675,  676,  6TT.  See 
Index,  vol.  6. 

Intercourse,  Cormnercial,  do.  Foreign,  do.  J!^on. — See  In- 
dea&,  vol.  4. 

Internal  InvproDeme/nta. — In  the  House,  amendment  to  the 
fortification  bill  to  authorize  engineers  to  ascertain  the 
practicabihty  and  expense  of  uniting  the  waters  of  the 
Potomac  and  Ohio  by  a  canal,  447 ;  this  union  of  the 
great  rivers  of  the  East  and  West  by  inland  navigation 
is  an  object  of  national  importance,  447 ;  Yirginiahas 
incorporated  a  company  to  carry  a  canal  two-thirds  of 
the  distance,  44T ;  it  is  said  this  is  not  a  proper  bill  in 
which  to  introduce  this  amendment,  448 ;  this  intercom- 
munication is  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  War  as 
connected  with  the  military  defence  of  the  country, 
448 ;  the  nation  has  a  deep  interest  in  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  this  city,  448 ;  the  practicability  of  uniting 
these  waters  appears  no  longer  doubtful,  448 ;  the  differ- 
ence in  the  cost  of  transportation  by  land  and  by  canal  is 
as  twenty  to  one,  449 ;  a  moderate  toll  will  yield  a  reve- 
nue of  fifteen  per  cent,  on  the  stock,  449;  the  canal 
could  be  completed  in  six  years  on  a  loan  of  sis  millions, 
450 ;  the  dawn  of  internal  improvement  by  canals  has 
begun  to  open  on  us,  450 :  what  has  been  done  for  in- 
ternal commerce  for  the  benefit  of  the  interior  and  the 
West?  450;  while  monarchies  are  so  studious  of  the  in- 
terests of  their  people,  the  people's  Representatives  lav- 
ish their  money  on  objects  of  military  fjrandeur,  451 ; 
the  money  expended  on  armies  is  gone,  while  that  on 
canals  is  enjoyed  for  centuries,  451 ;  the  Constitution 
expressly  gives  to  Congress  power  to  regulate  commerce 
among  the  States,  451 ;  also  power  to  provide  for  the 
common  defence,  451 ;  the  Cumberland  road  has  been 
justified,  because  it  enhances  the  value  of  the  public 
lands,  451 ;  a  meeting  for  internal  improvement  in  1784, 
462 ;  their  report,  452. 

Invalid  Corps.— See  Index,  vol.  5. 

IsACKB,  Jacob  C,  Eepresentative  from  Tennessee,  593 ;  on 
road  from  Memphis  to  Little  Eock,  616 ;  on  cotton  mini- 
mums,  700. 


Jackson,  Andrew,  Senator  fi*om  Tennessee,  472;  on  tho 

right  of  preemption,  488 ;  on  the  roads  in  Florida,  509, 

510.    See  Index,  vols.  2,  3,  6. 
Jackson,  Edwabd  B.,  Kepresentative  from  Virginia,  3,  216, 

877. 
Jefferson,  Thomas,  petition  relative  to  the  duty  on  books, 

217.— /See  Inde^r-,  vols.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5. 
Jenkins,  Samuel,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  592. 
JaMa  of  States.— See  Index,  vol.  1. 
Jennings,  Jonathan,  Eepresentative  from  Indiana,  377, 

593.    See  Index,  vols.  4,  5. 
Johnson,  Feancis,  Eepresentative  from  Kentucky,  3,  216, 

377 ;  on  the  exchange  of  cotton  stocks,  810. 
Johnson,  Henet,  Senator  from  Louisiana,  137,  348,  465,  517. 
Johnson,  John  T.,  Eepresentative  from  Kentucky,  216, 377, 

592. 
Johnson,  Joseph,  Eepresentative  from  Virginia,  592. 
Johnston,  Josiah  S.,  ^^presentative  from  Louisiana,  216, 

377;  offers  a  resolution  relative  to  the  suppression  of 

piracy,  154,  155;  on  the  Indian  Factory  system,  186; 

relative  to  the  suppression  of  piracy,  245 ;  on  the  bonn- 
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dary  between  tho  United  States  and  Mexico,  828 ;  on 
military  appropriations,  885,  886;  relative  to  the  road 
from  New  Orleans  to  Nashville,  858;  on  survey  of  the 
Louisiana  lands,  860 ;  on  Louisiana  land  titles,  870;  on 
the  right  of  Treiimptiou,  483. 

JonNSOH,  EifJiiARD  M.,  Senator  from  Kentucky,  187,  848, 
472;  on  the  amendment  of  tho  Journal,  63;  offers  a 
soiiition  relative  to  military  roads,  144;  on  an  amend' 
mont  of  the  constitution,  145;  on  the  India  trade,  188: 
on  stopping  pay  to  certain  officers,  192;  on  the  accounts 
of  Farrow  and  Harris,  872 ;  on  the  public  lands,  489 
relative  to  imprisonment  for  debt,  561 ;  on  striking  out 
tho  duty  on  hemp,  570 ;  on  the  improvement  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi,  587,    See  Index,  vols,  8,  4,  5,  6, 

Jones,  Fbamois,  Eepresentative  from  Tennessee,  8, 216, 877; 
motion  relative  to  the  delegate  from  Missouri,  123.  See 
Index,  vol.  6. 

Jones,  James,  Representative  from  Yirglnia,  8,  232,  877. 
See  IndexD^  vol.  6. 

Journal  of  the  Federal  CorwemMon,  message  relative  to  the 
publication  of,  221. 

Journal  of  the  Old  Congress.—See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Judges,  Federal,  removal  of— See  Index,  vols.  2,  4. 

Judiciary  System.— See  Index,  vol.  2. 


K 

Kelly,  William,  Senator  fi-om  Alabama,  473 ;  on  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution,  587;  on  the  duty  on  cotton 
bagging,  573. 

Kendall,  Jonas,  Eepresentative  from  MassachuBctts,  8. 
See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Kent,  Joseph,  Representative  from  Maryland,  8,  216,  377, 
592;  on  a  national  vaccine  institution,  8;  on  grants  of 
land  for  education,  599.    See  Index,  vols.  4,  5,  6. 

Keys,  Elias,  Eepresentative  from  Vermont,  215,  877;  on 
the  Eevolutionary  pension  bill,  291 ;  on  appropriation 
for  the  Cumberland  road,  444 

KiDDKE,  David,  Eepresentative  from  Maine,  591. 

Kino,  Eupus,  Senator  from  New  York,  187,  848,  465 ;  oflFers 
resolution  relative  to  rules  of  order,  144 ;  relative  to  Lou- 
isiana land  titles,  160 ;  on  the  adjournment  of  the  ses- 
sion, 169;  on  the  appointment  of  certain  ministers,  205; 
respecting  duties  on  French  vessels,  206;  on  the  public 
lands,  489;  on  amendments  to  the  constitution,  517,  522, 
524;  on  salary  of  a  publica^ent,  541 ;  on  the  Indian  fur 
trade,  554,  555 ;  on  striking  out  the  duty  on  hemp,  578. 
See  Indexc,  vols,  1,  4,  5,  6. 

King,  William  Rufus,  Senator  from  Alabama,  148,  474;  on 
the  Indian  t]-ade,  188.    See  Ind&x,  vols.  4,  5,  6. 

KiNSET,  Chaeles,  Representative  from  New  Jersey,  8 ;  on 
the  South  American  Provinces,  98.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Kinsley,  Martin,  Representative  from  Massachusetts,  4. 
See  I-n  dex,  vol.  6, 

KiEKLAND,  Joseph,  Representative  from  New  York,  216, 
877;  on  public  defaulters,  320. 

Knight,  Nehemiah  R.,  Senator  from  Rhode  Island,  137, 
348,465. 

Keemee,  George,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  592; 
on  relief  of  Sarah  Perry,  626;  on  the  appropriation  bill, 


Lafayette,  Marq-wia  de.—ln  the  Senate,  resolutions  relative 
to  the  intended  visit  of,  492;  remarks  upon  them,  492, 
498 ;  resolutions  respecting,  626 ;  considered,  680. 

Lake  Superior  Copper  Mines,  resolution  on,  540.  See 
Index,  vol.  2. 

La/nd  Purchasers,  bill  for  the  relief  o^  192;  report  relative 
to  relief  of,  627. 


Lam^d  Offi.ces,  inspection  o^  report  on,  807. 

Lands,  Refuse,  bill  for  the  sale  of,  567. 

LoAidsfoT  EdueaUon. — In  the  Senate,  a  resolution  relative 
to  the  appropriation  of  land  to  the  old  States  to  aid  In 
education,  considered,  165 ;  can  the  resources  of  this 
nation  be  thus  applied?  166;  the  duties  and  powers  of 
the  Federal  and  State  Governments  are  separate  and 
distinct,  166;  it  is  true  it  is  a  common  part  in  which  all 
the  States  are  interested,  166 ;  it  Is  forbidden  by  a  just 
regard  to  the  positive  stipulations  of  the  United  States 
which  ceded  the  public  dominion  on  the  east  side  of  tho 
Mississippi,  166;  the  old  claims  of  several  of  the  States, 
167 ;  terms  upon  which  the  United  States  accepted  the 
cessions,  167 ;  extent  of  the  appropriation  we  are  called 
to  make,  167;  consequence  of  granting  this  quantity  of 
land  to  the  States,  167 ;  it  is  nothing  less  than  a  virtual 
grant  of  money  out  of  the  treasury,  168. 

XtMMf  TUles  in  Louisiam^. — In  the  Senate,  a  resolution  of 
inquiry  relative  to,  &c.,  offered,  159 ;  object  to  obtain  a 
copy  of  a  paper  once  printed  by  order  of  this  or  the 
other  House,  159 ;  other  clauses  of  the  resolution  call 
for  other  documents,  159 ;  a  copy  of  an  article  of  the 
treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso  also  called  for,  even  if  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  apply  to  the  Court  of  France,  160;  there 
would  be  an  indelicacy  in  applying  to  a  foreign  govern- 
ment for  a  copy  of  a  treaty  which  that  government  had 
seen  fit  to  keep  private,  160 ;  the  treaty  by  which  Lou- 
isiana was  ceded  to  France  had  never  been  made  public, 
160 ;  no  Impropriety  in  requesting  a  copy  of  that  part  of 
the  treaty  which  related  to  inhabitants  of  this  country, 
160 ;  resolution  modified  so  as  to  request  a  copy  of  the 
State  Department  only,  160. 

A  blU  to  enable  the  French,  British,  and  Spanish 
holders  to  test  their  titles,  considered,  370 ;  emigration 
checked  to  the  State,  370 ;  large  claims  of  land  kept 
waste,  870 ;  bill  passed,  870. 

InMissouri,  in  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  enable  the  holders  of 
incomplete  French  and  Spanish  titles  to  test  them,  176; 
the  mode  and  term  of  conceding  lands  under  the  French 
and  Spanish  Governments  in  Louisiana,  176, 177;  lands 
were  actually  conceded  in  Louisiana  according  to  the 
mode  and  upon  the  terms  stated,  177 ;  reasons  for  popu- 
lating the  country,  178 ;  many  of  the  concessions  were 
incomplete  on  the  day  of  the  transfer  of  Upper  Louisiana 
to  the  United  States,  but  valid  on  that  day  a^nst 
France  and  Spain,  and  to  the  same  extent  against  the 
United  States,  179 ;  the  United  States  have  not  yet  pro- 
vided by  lav?  for  completing  these  titles,  179. 

La^ma^,  James,  Senator  from  Connecticut,  137,  348,465. 
See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Lands,  Western.— See  Index,  1,  3,  4,  Public  Lands. 

Latheop,  Samuel,  Representative  from  Massachusetts,  215, 
879,  592.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Lawrence,  Samttel,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  592. 

Lead  Mines.— \a.  the  Senate,  a  resolution  offered  relative  to 
revenue  from  the  Lead  Mines  of  the  Mississippi  V^ey, 
201 ;  call  on  the  President  for  information,  201 ;  a  reso- 
lution relative  to  lead  mine  leases,  207 ;  these  leases 
are  disadvantages  because  the  mines  intended  to  he 
covered  by  the  lease  were  of  immense  value  and  were 
parted  with  for  a  song,  208 ;  the  leases  are  illegal,  208  ; 
the  Indians  claim  the  mines,  208 ;  the  construction  of 
the  law  from  which  the  illegality  of  the  leases  is  in- 
ferred, is  most  palpably  erroneous,  209 ;  nothing  to  war- 
rant the  construction,  209;  further  debate,  210;  resolu- 
tion relative  to,  886 ;  bill  for  sale  of,  858 ;  a  bill  to  author- 
ize the  sale  of,  considered,  863 ;  they  are  great  in  extent 
and  rich  in  value,  863 ;  their  location,  863 ;  period  in 
which  they  have  been  worked,  864;  course  pursued  by 
the  surveyors,  864 ;  experience  under  the  leasing  sys- 
tem, 864 ;  time  to  change  this  system,  864;  if  any  doubt 
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exists  as  to  the  right  of  the  Federal  Government  to  hold 
lauds  and  tenants  in  the  bosom  of  the  States,  none 
exists  as  to  its  evils,  865;  extent  of  the  monopoly  under 
this  system,  865;  true  policy  is  to  sell,  865;  the  exam- 
ple of  England,  866;  bill  laid  over,  866;  further  con- 
sidered, 869. 

Le  Courtois,  Astuost,  memorial  o^  T06. 

Lee,  John,  Eepresentative  from  Maryland,  592. 

Leptwioh,  Jaeez,  Representative  fi-om  Yirginia,  216,  879, 
593. 

Letchek,  Egbert  P.,  Eepresentative  from  Kentucky,  592. 

LswiB,  Edwin,  letter  preferring  charges  against  Judge  Tait, 
411. 

Library  of  Congresa.See  Indeto,  vol  2. 

Library  of  Mr.  Jeff&r8<m,—Se6  Index,  vol,  5. 

Meutenant  General. — See  Index,  vol.  5. 

light  Soiose  Duties. — See  Index,  vol.  3. 

Limitation^  Statutes  of  .—See  Index,  vols.  2,  4. 

IiiHN,  John,  Representative  from  New  Jersey,  8 ;  decease 
of,  61.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Lincoln,  Enoch,  Eepresentative  from  Massachusetts,  8, 
216,  S7T,  591.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 

LiTOHFiELD,  Elijah,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  216, 
&7T,  592. 

Little,  Petee,  Eepresentative  from  Maryland,  3,  216,  877, 
592 ;  moves  to  drop  the  lowest  candidate  at  each  ballot  for 
Speaker,  5 ;  on  the  resolution  relative  to  "West  Point 
.  Academy,  11,  12 ;  on  the  amendment  of  the  Journal, 
63 ;  on  Indian  department,  230 ;  on  vaccination,  24t ; 
on  hostile  expeditions,  SS3;  on  the  road  from  Ohio  to 
Michigan,  415.    See  Index,  vols.  4,  5,  6. 

Live  Oak  Timber,  bill  for  the  preservation  of,  considered, 
249. 

LrvKRMORE,  Arthur,  Eepresentative  from  New  Hampshire, 
4, 591 ;  on  bank  notes  in  payment  of  duties,  58 ;  on  the 
amendment  of  the  Journal,  63 ;  on  the  vote  of  Missouri 
for  President,  116;  on  the  accounts  of  Tompkins,  598 ; 
on  naval  pensions,  605 ;  on  costs  in  patent  cases,  613 ; 
on  the  duty  on  woollens,  676.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 

LivjNGBTON,  Edwabd,  Eepreseutative  from  Louisiana,  600; 
on  light  houses,  604;  on  resolutions  respecting  Lafey- 
ette,  649.    See  Index,  vols.  1,  2,  4. 

Lloyd,  Edward,  Senator  from  Maryland,  144,  858,  466 ;  an- 
nounces the  decease  of  "William  Pinkney,  165;  relative 
to  lands  for  education,  165;  on  the  adjournment  of  the 
session,  169;  on  stopping  pay  to  certain  ofBcers,  191; 
on  the  case  of  Henderson,  484 ;  on  purchasing  a  farm 
near  "West  Point,  514 ;  on  the  transportation  of  specie, 
515.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Lloyd,  James,  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  348,  465 ;  on  the 
navy  pension  fund,  486 ;  on  building  sloops  of  war,  491, 
492,  494,  507 ;  on  the  transportation  of  specie,  515 ;  on 
commerce  with  Portugal,  563;  on  the  tariff,  568;  on 
striking  out  the  duty  on  hemp,  569 ;  on  the  duty  on 
cottons,  531 ;  on  striking  out  the  duty  on  wool,  532. 

Loam,  BiU. — See  Index,  vol.  5. 

Locke,  John,  Eepresentative  from  Massachusetts,  592, 

Long,  John,  Representative  from  North  Carolina,  216,  3T7, 
592;  on  the  allowance  of  pensions,  322. 

Longfellow,  Stephen,  Eepresentative  from  Maine,  595. 

Lots,  FurbUc,  in  "Washington,  communication  relative  to, 

223. 
Lovdsiana,  purchase  of.— See  Ind&x,  vols.  2,  8.    Treaty,  see 
Index,  vol.  3.    Territory,  see  Index,  vols.  3,  4.     State, 
see  Index,  vol.  4 
Lowndes,  "William,  Eepresentative  from  South  Carolina, 
8,  223;  balloted  for  as  Speaker,  4;  reports  on  State  Con- 
stitution of  Missouri,  6 ;  on  the  Missouri  Constitution, 
12 ;  note  12 ;  on  bank  notes  in  payment  of  duties,  51,  52 ; 
on  the  resolution  relative  to  Missouri,  58,  59,  60 ;  on  the  j 
amendment  of  the  Journal,  65 ;  relative  to  Missouri,  83 ;  | 


on  the  appropriation  relative  to  Missouri,  93 ;  relative 
to  the  bankrupt  laws,  224 ;  on  transactions  In  Florida, 
258,  260,  265;  supplemental  speech  of,  346;  decease  of, 
418.    See  Index,  vols.  2,  3,  4,  5,  6. 

LowEiE,  "Walter.  Senator  frum  Pennsylvania,  137,  348, 465 ; 
relative  to  Louisiana  land  titles,  160 ;  relative  to  propa- 
gating the  gospel  among  the  heathen,  164;  on  the  ad- 
journment of  the  session,  169 ;  on  stopping  pay  to  cer- 
tain officers,  197 ;  on  United  States  militia  fines,  207;  on 
the  case  of  Henderson,  484 ;  on  building  sloops-of-war, 
494,  507 ;  on  the  roads  in  Elorida,  509 ;  on  purchase  of 
a  farm  near  "West  Point,  513,  514;  on  amendments  to 
the  constitution,  523.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Lyon,  Matthew,  case  of.^See  Ind&x,  vols.  2,  8,  4,  and  Sedi- 
Uon,  voL  6. 


Maclay,  "William  P.,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania, 
8;  on  the  Sputh  American  Provinces,  97.  See  Index, 
vols.  5,  6. 

Macon,  Nathaniel,  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  187,  848, 
465;  on  military  roads  in  Maine,  156;  on  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  session,  170 ;  on  the  Indian  trade,  188 ;  on 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Purdy,  356  ;  on  additional 
sloops-of-war,  506;  on  purchasing  a  farm  near  "West 
Point,  513;  on  amendments  to  the  constitution,  534, 
589.    See  Index,  vols.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6. 

Mail  Thefts. — In  the  House,  motion  to  instruct  the  Post 
Office  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  practicability  of  fa- 
cilitating the  detection  of  mall  thefts,  246 ;  insecurity  of 
conveyance  so  general  as  to  destroy  its  utility,  246 ;  in- 
stances of  letters  lost,  246 ;  motion  modlfled,  247. 

Main^,  admission  of. — See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Mallort,  Eollin  C,  Eepresentative  from  Termont,  8 ;  on 
the  Missouri  Constitution,  44 ;  on  the  Bankrupt  bill,  245 ; 
on  the  appropriation  for  a  Minister  to  Portugal,  822 ;  on 
the  appropriation  bill,  325 ;  on  the  South  American  colo- 
nies, 604 

Mangum,  "Willie  P.,  Eepresentative  from  North  Carolina, 
592. 

Marchand,  David,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  3. 
See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Markley,  Philip  S.,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania, 
598. 

Martindale,  Hensy  C,  Eepresentative  from  New  York, 
592 ;  on  the  duty  on  woollens,  675,  677. 

Marvin,  Dudley,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  592. 

Maryland  MeTnorial  on  the  state  of  national  affairs. — See 
Index,  vol.  5. 

Matlace,  James,  Eepresentative  from  New  Jersey,  216, 
877,  592. 

Matson,  Aaron,  Eepresentative  from  New  Hampshire,  377, 
591. 

Mattocks,  John,  Representative  from  Yermont,  215,  377. 

Mc Arthur,  Duncan,  Eepresentative  from  Ohio,  592;  on 
the  appropriation  bill,  683. 

McCarxy,  Eichard,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  216, 
377. 

McCoy,  "William,  Eepresentative  from  Yirginia,  4,  216, 377, 
592.    See  Index,  vols.  4,  5,  6. 

McCeeary,  John,  Eepresentative  from  South  Carolina,  S, 
See  Index,  vol.  6. 

McCuLLOOH,  Thomas  G.,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, 3;  on  the  reduction  of  the  army,  72;  on  the  appro- 
priation relative  to  Missouri,  93. 

McDuFPiE,  George,  Eepresentative  from  South  Carolina, 
216,  592;  on  expenditures  of  the  Indian  Department, 
225,  231 ;  on  transactions  in  Florida,  260,  262 ;  on  the  ex- 
change of  certain  stocks,  315 ;  on  Mix^s  contract  for  stone. 
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887 ;  reports  on  amendments  to  the  constitution,  600 ;  oa 
relief  of  Sarah  Perry,  622;  on  the  Tariff  bill,  669. 

MoIlvaine,  CnARLES,  chosen  Chaplain  of  the  Senate,  863. 

MoIlvaine,  Josei'h,  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  465. 

MoKean,  Samuel,  Eeprcsontatlvo  from  Pennsylvania,  592. 

MoKiM,  Isaac,  Representative  from  Maryland,  418,  592;  on 
the  duty  on  woollens,  676,  678. 

McLane,  Louis,  Representative  from  Delaware,  8,  216,  877, 
592;  on  the  Missouri  Constitution,  40 ;  on  the  amend- 
"ment  of  the  Journal,  62 ;  on  the  reorganization  of  the 
navy,  249 ;  reports  relative  to  the  suppression  of  piracy, 
266;  on  the  report  relative  to  land  offices,  807 ;  on  the 
suppression  of  piracy,  8S7;  on  the  suppression  of  public 
documents,  484 ;  on  the  accounts  of  Tompkins,  597;  on 
the  duty  on  woollens,  678;  on  contingencies,  699;  on 
the  appropriation  bill,  707.    See  Index,  vol.  6, 

McLean,  Alnet,  Representative  from  Kentucky,  8. 

McLean,  William,  Representative  from  Ohio,  592 ;  reports 
on  the  case  of  Matthew  Lyon,  9 ;  on  the  appropriations 
relative  to  Missouri,  98. 

MoNbill,  AKoniBALD,  Representative  from  North  Carolina, 
216,  377. 

McSheeet,  Jameb,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania,  216, 
377, 

Medale,  national,  report  on,  277 ;  presentation  of  to  Con- 
gress, 882,  406. 

Mediterrcmecm  Trade.— See  Index,  vol.  2. 

Meech,  Ezba,  Representative  from  Vermont,  8.  See  Index, 
vol.  6. 

Meigs,  Hbnbt,  Representative  from  New  York,  8 ;  on  bank 
notes  in  payment  of  duties,  52;  on  the  slave  trade  and 
emancipation,  122.    See  Indeoo^  vol.  6. 

Memphis  &  LitUe  Bock  Boad,  617 ;  Tiote^  617. 

Meroee,  Chakles  F.,  Representative  from  Virginia,  8,  216, 
877,  592 ;  on  a  national  vaccine  institution,  8 ;  offers  a 
resolution  relative  to  the  Hall  of  the  House,  51 ;  on  bank 
notes  in  payment  of  duties,  53 ;  on  the  amendment  of 
the  Journal,  64,  66 ;  on  the  South  American  ProvinceSj 
Q& ;  on  the  report  relative  to  land  offices,  807 ;  on  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  456 ;  on  surveys  of  roads, 
628.    See  Indea^,  vol.  6. 

Massachusetts  Memorial  on  the  War  o/  1812.-^66  Index, 
vol.  5. 

Message  relative  to  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  1819, 
126 ;  at  first  session  of  17th  Congress,  188 ;  note,  140, 141 ; 
relative  to  the  South  American  States,  171 ;  relative  to 
trade  with  Norway,  206;  to  the  Senate  in  Executive 
session,  210;  relative  to  the  publication  of  the  Journal 
of  the  Federal  Convention,  221 ;  relative  to  the  misun- 
derstanding between  General  Jackson  and  Judge  Fro- 
mentln,  242;  note,  243;  relative  to  treaties  with  the 
Cherokees,  263 ;  relative  to  the  Spanish  American  Prov- 
inces, 275 ;  relative  to  Pea  Patch  Island,  806 ;  relative  to 
the  Government  of  Florida,  826 ;  on  the  Russian  claims, 
834 ;  on  affairs  in  Florida,  834 ;  annual  of  President  Mon- 
roe, 848;  fbote,  849;  relative  to  pirates  in  the  West  In- 
dies, 858;  relative  to  Christian  Indians  in  Ohio,  858; 
relative  to  the  cost  of  building  ships  of  war,  856 ;  rela- 
tive to  the  convention  under  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  857; 
relative  to  the  Island  of  St.  Domingo,  871;  on  a  naval 
peace  establishment,  830,  663 ;  relative  to  piratical  out- 
rages, 882 ;  relative  to  Indian  trading  posts,  413 ;  rela- 
tive to  a  convention  signed  at  St.  Petersburg,  421 ;  rela- 
tive to  lawless  expeditions,  424 ;  relative  to  a  convention 
with  Great  Britain  respecting  the  joint  occupation  of 
the  Columbia  river,  445;  relative  to  Spanish  privateers, 
461;  annual  of  President  Monroe  at  first  session  of  18th 
Congress,  465 ;  note,  470 ;  relative  to  the  accounts  of 
Governor  Tompkins,  472 ;  relative  to  a  portrait  of  Co- 
lumbus, 481 ;  relative  to  the  claim  of  Massachusetts, 
510 ;  on  the  accounts  of  Tompkins,  542 ;  on  the  Indian 


reservations,  556;  respecting  the  claim  of  Virginia,  568 
relative  to  accounts  of  Gov.  Tompbins,  594 ;  relative  to 
the  condition  of  Greece,  608 ;  relative  to  a  monument  to 
Gen.  Wooster,  684 ;  on  the  accounts  of  Tompkins,  704. 

Metcalfe,  Thomab,  Representative  from  Kentucky,  8,  216, 
877,  607 ;  on  Mix's  contract  for  stone,  887;  on  the  civili- 
zation of  the  Indians,  888.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 

MidsMpm&ti,  report  on  apportionment  of,  445. 

MUitary  Acad&nvy.— In  the  House,  resolution  relative  to, 
64 ;  the  appropriation  tor  considered,  268 ;  amount  ob- 
jected to,  268 ;  moved  to  recommit,  269 ;  high  time  this 
Government  curtailed  ita  expenses,  869 ;  a  retrospect, 
269 ;  recommitment  refused,  270;  bill  passed,  270. 

Military  Acad&my  and  Acadef/i/iea. — See  Index,  vols.  2, 5. 

Military  Appointments,  proceedings  relative  to  in  execu- 
tive session  of  the  Senate,  212. 

Military  Fii/rdshment,  letter  of  Secretary  of  War  relative 
to,  50. 

Military  Jioads.—ln  the  Senate,  a  resolntion  offered  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  making  two  military  roads 
from  the  State  of  Maine  to  the  British  line,  156;  impor- 
tance of  the  roads,  156 ;  value  for  military  purposes,  166; 
these  preparations  ought  to  be  made  In  time  of  peace, 
156 ;  no  public  money  yet  spent  in  Maine,  156 ;  nono 
spent  in  North  Carolina,  156 ;  no  danger  that  a  free  peo- 
ple will  ever  be  unprepared  for  war,  156 ;  commence 
these  roads,  and  there  is  no  telling  where  it  will  end,  156. 

Mtllee,  Daniel  H.,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania,  607. 

Mills,  Elijah  H.,  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  144^  858, 478 ; 
offers  a  resolntion  for  an  amendment  of  the  constitution, 
474 ;  on  the  Tariff,  568.    See  Index,  vols.  5,  6. 

Milnoe,  William,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania,  216. 

Minister  to  Portugal. — ^Bill  making  appropriation  for,  con- 
sidered, 822. 

Mint,  estdbUehTnerU  of,— See  Index,  vols.  1,  2. 

Miramda''8  Mopediiion. — See  Index,  vol.  4 

Mississippi  Bi/oer,  free  navigation  of — See  Index,  voL  2. 

Mississippi  State. — See  Index,  vol.  5. 

Mississippi  Territory. — See  Ind&t,  voL  4,  Territories. 

Mississippi  Zand  Compa/ny,  report  on  the,  508. 

Missouri. — In  the  House,  constitution  of  laid  before  the 
House,  6;  report  relative  to  State  Constitution  0(^6; 
citlzenfihlp  of  free  colored  persons  considered,  12;  note, 
12 ;  is  it  not  inconsistent  with  the  character  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, and  of  all  Governments,  to  consider  questions 
once  decided  by  legitimate  authority  as  still  open  or  in- 
conclusive ?  13 ;  this  would  make  all  acts  binding  only  on 
the  majority  who  passed  them,  18 ;  power  was  given  to 
Missouri  to  form  a  State  Constitution,  18;  it  is  formed, 
and  Congress  is  called  upon  to  declare  It  so,  13;  the 
course  heretofore  pursued  by  Congress,  13 ;  in  the  act  of 
last  session,  no  difference  in  the  mode  of  legislation  in 
Missouri  and  that  which  had  occurred  in  the  case  of  the 
oldest  States  admitted,  13;  the  case  of  Ohio,  13;  the 
moment  a  Territory  declares  it  expedient  to  form  a 
constitution,  she  acquires  all  the  rights  of  a  State,  18 ; 
it  is  said  the  words  of  the  law  in  regard  to  Missouri  are 
prospective,  18 ;  nothing  in  the  law  of  the  last  session 
to  show  it  was  not  complete  when  passed,  IS ;  the  case 
of  Ohio  again,  14 ;  in  every  instance  where  a  constitution 
has  been  formed  by  a  Territory,  they  have  not  only 
been  considered  a  State,  but  the  elections  held  under 
the  constitution  have  been  deemed  good,  14 ;  the  opin- 
ion that  the  people  of  Missouri  do  not  become  a  State 
until,  by  an  act  posterior  to  the  formation  of  their  con- 
stitution. Congress  declared  their  admission,  considered, 
14;  case  of  Kentucky,  14;  case  of  Indiana,  14;  a  decla- 
ration first  occurred  in  the  case  of  Indiana,  14 ;  action  of 
the  House  at  the  last  session,  when  the  bill  was  under 
consideration,  shows  it  was  intended  to  confer  on  Mis- 
souri all  the  rights  of  the  oldest  States,  14. 
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The  next  queatlon  is  whether  the  constitution  formed 
by  Missouri  becomes  void  by  the  admission  into  it  of  a 
clause  not  compatible  vrtth  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  ?  15 ;  no  duty  devolves  on  this  House  to 
express  an  opinion  -with  respect  to  this  clause,  15 ;  it  is 
the  clause  requiring  the  Legislature  to  pass  laws  pro- 
hibiting the  settlement  of  free  negroes  in  the  State,  15 ; 
a  large  majority  of  free  blacks  in  the  country  are  not  con- 
sidered citizens  in  their  respective  States,  15;  in  con- 
struing a  general  provision  of  a  constitution,  it  is  fair  to 
consider  it  as  having  a  general  application,  and  not  as 
being  without  exceptions,  15 ;  -which  is  the  best  tribunal 
to  decide  the  question  as  to  the  disputed  clause  of  the 
constitution  of  Missouri — the  House,  Senate,  or  Judi- 
ciary ?  15 ;  this  point  examined,  15 ;  the  matter  should 
be  left  to  the  Judiciary,  16 ;  the  principles  which  from 
time  to  time  had  influenced  the  conduct  of  the  different 
branches  of  the  Government,  lead  to  the  same  concla- 
sion,  16 ;  the  objection  that  an  inference  might  be  drawn 
from  the  silence  of  Congress,  considered,  16 ;  there  may 
be  cases  in  which  Congress  may  find  it  to  be  their  duty 
to  interpose  on  the  moment  of  admission  of  new  States, 
16 ;  the  case  of  Tennessee  considered,  16 ;  these  views 
founded  on  the  belief  that  Missouri  is  now,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  a  State,  16. 

The  decision  of  the  question  now  before  the  House 
does  not  depend  upon  the  decision  of  the  question  agi- 
tated at  the  last  session, -17 ;  independently  of  that  ques- 
tion, the  one  nowpresented  is  very  important,  17;  much 
apparent  irregularity  and  much  apparent  disorder  ap- 
pears in  looking  at  the  admission  of  States  into  the 
Union,  17 ;  the  inference  from  precedents  is,  that  there 
never  has  been  any  precise  examination  of  the  powers 
of  Congress  in  this  respect,  17 ;  the  power  to  admit  a 
State  into  the  Union  is  a  very  high  one,  17 ;  this  power 
given  to  Congress  without  limitation,  17 ;  it  was  their 
duty  to  exercise  it,  and  not  turn  it  over  to  any  other  de- 
partment, 17 ;  the  constitution  of  the  State  to  be  formed 
must  be  conformable  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  18;  can  a  State  be  admitted  by  anticipation?  18. 

Is  it  the  right  and  duty  of  Congress  before  admitting  a 
State  into  the  Union  to  see  that  its  constitution  and 
State  Government  be  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  18 ;  it  is  said  Missouri  is  already 
an  independent  State,  18 ;  it  is  said  that  this  resolution 
was  nothing  but  a  declaration  of  a  fact,  18 ;  "why  is  this 
constitution  referred  to  a  committee?  19;  if  in  a  single 
article  her  constitution  is  repugnant  to  that  of  the 
United  States,  can  we  assert  that  she  has  formed  a  con- 
stitution according  to  the  authority  given  her?  19; 
would  the  people  of  Missouri  think  more  highly  of  Con- 
gress, if  it  should  yield  to  them  on  this  occasion  ?  20 ; 
suppose  this  constitution  were  faulty  from  beginning  to 
end,  would  Missouri  be  entitled  to  admission  ?  20 ;  if  we 
are  authorized  in  any  case  to  interfere,  what  must  be  the 
mode  and  the  time  to  interfere  ?  certainly  when  she 
presents  herself  for  admission,  20 ;  there  could  be  no 
violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Unite  d  States  which 
would  not  produce  injurious  civil  and  political  effects,  as 
distinguished  from  individual  effects,  over  which  the 
Judiciary  have  control,  20 ;  suppose  this  constitution 
had  said  no  free  white  citizen  of  the  United  States  should 
reside  in  Missouri — ought  she  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union?  20;  if,  having  the  power  to  reject,  we  should 
accept,  it  could  not  be  said  we  did  not  approve  the  con- 
stitution of  Missouri,  21;  the  trust  of  guarding  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  from  violation  is  emphati- 
cally ours,  21 ;  not  proper  to  turn  the  question  over  to 
the  Judiciary,  21 ;  the  vote  respecting  the  Journal  at 
the  last  session,  21 ;  the  case  of  Louisiana,  21 ;  it  is  said 
Missouri  is  now  a  State,  21 ;  is  she  entitled  to  the  rights 


of  a  State  until  she  be  admitted  into  the  Union  by  Con- 
gi-ess  ?  21 ;  case  of  Tirginia  and  Kentucky,  22 ;  if  Eepre- 
sentatives  appear  here,  must  we  not  inquire  if  they  are 
representatives  of  a  State  ?  22 ;  does  the  practice  of  this 
Government  sustain  the  doctrine  shown  to  be  inconsist- 
ent with  its  theory?  22;  the  elections  of  an  inchoate 
State  are  provisional,  22 ;  the  mode  of  proceeding  pro- 
posed is  the  most  objectionable  that  can  be  devised,  22 ; 
this  mode  considered,  23 ;  the  clause  of  the  constitution 
gives  to  the  citijens  of  each  State  in  the  Union  the 
humblest  and  lowest  right  enjoyed  by  a  free  man,  23 ; 
the  humble,  simple  privilege  of  locomotion,  is  all  that  is 
claimed  for  these  persons,  24;  the  plain  course  is  not  to 
receive  the  constitutio%formed  by  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri, 24. 

The  question  is,  shall  Missouri  be  admitted  as  one  of 
the  sister  States  of  the  Union  ?  24 ;  one  of  the  provisions 
of  her  constitution  is  believed  to  be  repugnant  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  24 ;  the  Legislature 
of  the  proposed  State  are  directed  to  pass  laws  to  pre- 
vent free  negroes  and  mulattoes  from  coming  to  and 
settling  in  the  State,  24;  this  infringes  the  security 
contained  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  24; 
the  foundation  of  this  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  is  laid  deep  in  the  structure  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, 25 ;  it  is  capable  of  no  construction  which  does 
not  plainly  denote  the  universality  of  its  operation  and 
its  xmiform  application  to  individual  right  throughout 
every  portion  of  the  nation,  25 ;  the  power  of  determin- 
ing to  whom  the  privilege  of  citizenship  shall  extend  in 
the  respective  States,  was  left  untouched  in  the  hands 
of  the  State  Legislatures,  with  the  single  exception  of 
the  right  of  Congress  to  regulate  the  naturalization  of 
aliens,  25;  the  description  of  persons  disfranchised  by 
the  proposed  constitution  of  Missouri,  have  been  ad- 
mitted to  the  rank  of  freemen  in  other  States  and  re- 
cognized as  citizens,  25 ;  to  establish  a  doctrine  in  rela- 
tion to  this  class  of  persons  which  should  deprive  them 
of  the  benefit  of  this  clause  of  our  constitution,  would,  in 
many  cases,  be  productive  of  peculiar  hardship  and  injus- 
tice, 26 ;  the  exercise  of  this  power  by  Missouri  would  de- 
feat one  of  the  greatest  blessings  of  the  Utuon,  but  might 
operate  as  a  control  on  the  General  Government  itself  26. 

The  subject  now  under  consideration  has  become 
painful  to  the  nation  and  perhaps  to  this  House,  26; 
what  is  the  provision  of  the  constitution  which  has 
been  referred  to  as  being  violated?  26;  "the  citizens 
of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and 
immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  States,"  26;  does 
it  not  belong  to  those  who  oppose  the  admission  of 
Missouri  to  show,  that  those  people  whom  she  pro- 
poses to  exclude  are  citizens,  in  the  sense  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  before  they  assert  that 
the  constitution  of  Missouri  is  irreconcilable  with  that 
of  the  United  States?  26;  what  is  meant  by  the  term 
"citizen?  "'27;  this  applied  to  the  people  who  are  the 
subjects  of  the  present  inquiry,  27;  objections  to  the 
definition  considered,  27 ;  is  there  a  State  of  this  Union 
in  which  colored  men  have  all  the  civil  rights  of  any 
other  citizens  in  the  community  to  which  they  belong? 
27 ;  they  are  in  all  the  States  deprived  of  many  of  the 
rights  of  white  men,  27;  in  the  East  and  North  as  well 
as  in  the  South  and  "West,  there  are  certain  distinctions 
growing  out  of  color,  27 ;  there  was  a  time  when  the 
man  of  color  and  the  white  man  were  not  equal  in  any 
part  of  the  country,  even  in  theory,  28 ;  show  the 
words  in  any  State  constitution  which  declare  that  the 
men  of  color  become  or  bom  free  shall  be  elevated  to 
the  grade  of  whites,  28 ;  do  you  find  it  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  New  York  or  Massachusetts,  that  free  people  of 
color  shall  vote  ?  28 ;  a  review  of  all  the  facts  will  show 
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that  tree  persons  of  color  have  been  considered  a  nonde- 
Bcript  class,  28 ;  haa  not  Missouri  the  right  to  say  who 
shall  be  entitled  to  citizenship  within  her  limits  lilce 
the  other  States?  29;  the  powers  of  the  States  have 
been  greatly  abridged  by  constructions  of  the  constltn- 
tions,  29. 

The  clause  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
can  only  apply  to  citizens  who  are  In  their  own  States 
entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens, 
29 ;  can  It  bo  shown  that  free  negroes  are  such  citizens 
in  any  one  of  the  States  as  are  entitled  to  all  the  privi- 
leges and  Immunities  of  citizens?  80;  who  is  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States?  80;  what  are  the  dlstlngnishing 
characteristics  of  citizens  of  the  United  States?  80;  the 
Eevolution  found  the  negro  in  America  a  slave,  and 
where  are  the  acts  or  constitutions  which  have  de- 
clared him  a  citizen  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and 
immunities  of  citizens  of  the  United  States?  80;  it  is 
not  every  person  who  is  born  in  a  State  and  bom  free, 
that  becomes  a  member  of  the  political  community,  80; 
who  then  are  citizens  of  the  United  States  ?  80 ;  the 
mass  of  people  in  this  country  may  be  divided  Into  two 
classes — free  people  and  slaves — but  the  class  of  free 
people  includes  many  who  are  not  citizens,  who  may 
be  divi'ded  Into  aliens,  citizens,  and  denizens,  80;  a 
State  possesses  the  right  of  excluding  from  settling  in 
its  limits  even  the  citizens  of  another  State,  81 ;  has 
not  eveiy  county  and  parish  a  right  to  exclude  paupers 
and  vagrants,  81 ;  usage  expounds  the  law,  the  States 
possess  the  right  of  exclusion,  for  they  have  exercised 
it,  and  Congress  has  sanctioned  the  right,  81 ;  the  clause 
in  the  constitution  of  Missouri  is  not  a  law  in  itself,  as 
is  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
to  which  it  is  said  to  stand  opposed,  31. 

The  authority  of  the  constitution  of  Missouri  is  ex- 
press and  positive,  and  is  in  restraint  of  personal  lib- 
erty, and  of  the  means  of  contesting  personal  rights, 
81;  it  is  said  a  State  possesses  the  right  not  only  of 
banishing  her  citizens,  but  excluding  from  her  limits 
paupers,  lepers,  &c.,  82 ;  that  a.  State  may  banish  for 
crime,  and  guard  herself  from  pestilence,  need  not  be 
denle(^  82 ;  why  send  this  matter  to  the  Judiciary  for 
adjudication?  it  may  be  years  before  it  reaches  that 
tribunal,  82 ;  are  our  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  citizens, 
82;  peculiar  characteristics  of  citizens,  83;  females  and 
minors  enjoy  the  privileges  of  citizenship  and  Immunity 
of  the  laws  of  the  State  to  which  they  must  demean 
themselves,  83. 

The  right  of  a  State  to  admit  the  colored  person  born 
within  her  limits  to  the  privileges  of  citizenship  con- 
sidered, 83 ;  the  objection  to  the  recognition  of  the  right 
in  question  ia  founded  on  an  entire  misapprehension  of 
the  consequences  of  its  exercise,  84 ;  this  misapprehen- 
sion founded  on  an  erroneous  view  of  the  operation  of 
the  first  clause  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  arti- 
cle of  the  constitution,  84 ;  what  was  the  intention  of 
this  clause?  84;  It  has  been  imagined  that  under  the 
operation  of  this  clause,  colored  persons,  emancipated 
on  a  condition  of  removal  from  one  State  In  which  they 
receive  their  emancipation,  might  be  returned  upon  the 
emancipating  State  in  the  character  of  citizens,  84; 
the  power  of  States  would  be  found  to  extend  to  the 
capacity  of  prohibiting  the  ingress  of  citizens  of  other 
States,  provided  the  exclusion  were  for  causes  affecting 
the  Individual  merely,  and  not  the  class,  85;  if  it  Is  not 
the  wish  of  any  State  to  have  colored  citizens,  we  should 
have  neither  the  wish  nor  authority  to  derogate  from 
their  right  to  do  so,  85;  t  is  language  of  guarded  re- 
spect for  State  rights  has  been  for  some  time  going  out 
of  fashion,  85 ;  the  object  of  these  remarks  is  to  show 
what  may  be  the  just  construction  of  the  very  delicate 


clause  of  the  constitution,  assuming  a  reciprocity  of  the 
privileges  of  citizenship  to  the  citizens  of  the  severa 
States,  86 ;  suppose  these  persons  could  be  assigned  to 
this  rank  in  some  of  the  States,  ought  the  clause  of  the 
constitution  of  Missouri  to  be  considered  as  operating 
upon  such  of  these  persons  as  were  citizens  ?  86 ;  the 
consequences  of  the  proceedings  which  might  now  be 
adopted,  87. 

Amendment  moved  qualifying  the  assent  of  the  ad 
mission  of  the  new  State  into  the  Union  by  an  excep- 
tion of  a  particular  clause  of  the  constitution,  87 ;  with- 
drawn for  the  present,  87;  moved  to  strike  ont  the 
preamble,  87 ;  carried,  37. 

The  requirement  of  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  87; 
a  direct  infringement  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  37 ;  are  free  negroes  or  mulattoes  or  any  of  them 
citizens  of  the  United  States  ?  87 ;  it  was  never  believed 
that  discriminations  effected  a  total  extinguishment  of 
citizenship,  38 ;  the  constitution  of  Tennessee,  88 ;  the 
law  forbidding  nuirriages  between  whites  and  blacks  in 
Massachusetts,  88 ;  black  people  exempt  from  serving  In 
the  mllltla,  88 ;  consider  the  acknowledged  situation.  In 
a  general  point  of  view,  of  free  black  people,  88 ;  con- 
stitution of  Kentucky,  38 ;  constitution  of  Maryland,  38 ; 
North  Carolina,  &c.,  88;  when  our  constitution  was 
formed  this  claas  of  people  lived  among  us,  not  in  the 
character  of  foreigners,  they  were  connected  with  no 
other  nation — this  was  their  native  country,  89 ;  they 
have  the  right  to  pursue  their  own  happiness  in  as  high 
degree  as  any  other  class  of  people,  89 ;  upon  what  prin- 
ciple can  any  right  be  singled  out,  as  one  of  which  Ihey 
are  to  be  deprived?  39;  the  word  citizen,  in  its  original 
sense,  89 ;  if  our  free  black  population  should  be  impr^sed 
in  a  foreign  port,  how  could  we  redress  the  wrong,  if  we 
have  no  political  connection  with  them,  if  they  do  not 
belong  to  onr  political  femily  ?  89 ;  in  the  Joum^  of 
Congress  there  were  other  free  citizens  besides  white 
citizens,  40;  the  subject  of  manumitted  slaves,  40. 

No  doubt  Missouri  is  not  at  present  a  State  of  this 
Union,  41 ;  it  Is  both  the  right  and  duty  of  Congress  to 
examine  the  constitution  which  has  been  submitted  to 
us,  and  If  found  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  to  refuse  to  admit  the  State,  41 ;  the 
constitution  of  Missouri  Is  republican,  41;  the  only 
objection  relates  to  a  particular  provision,  41 ;  the  char- 
acter and  extent  of  the  objectionable  provision,  41 ;  if 
this  clause  neither  enlarges  the  power,  nor  increases 
the  obligations  of  the  Le^slature  of  Missouri,  the  power 
of  the  State  in  relation  to  this  Government,  and  the 
checks  and  balances  of  the  latter  are  the  same  as  they 
would  he  independent  of  it,  how  can  we  say  this  clause 
is  unconstitutional?  42;  if  this  clause  do  not  violate  the 
constitution,  it  is  not  possible  for  Congress  to  anticipate 
the  passage  of  an  unconstitutional  law,  and  prospec- 
tively to  pronounce  it  void,  42;  and  why  do  we  fear 
the  Legislature  of  Missouri  more  than  we  do  those  of 
the  other  States,  42;  is  the  clause  Irreconcilable  with 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  42 ;  the  great 
m^ority  of  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  are  citizens  of 
no  State,  42 ;  it  is  duty  to  give  to  the  words  of  this 
clause  that  sense  in  which  they  are  usually  employed 
in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  by  men  of  all  classes,  42. 
Free  negroes  and  mulattoes  are  not  that  description  of 
citizens  contemplated  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  as  entitled  to  Fej3eral  rights,  48 ;  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  these  people  have  many  rights,  43;  the  defi- 
nition of  a  citizen  under  our  Government,  43;  views  of 
Vatiel,  44;  it  was  competent  in  the  original  formation  of 
the  societies  which  now  compose  this  Union  to  admitinto 
the  association,  or  to  exclude  from  it,  any  description  of 
persons  whatsoever,  44;  the  original  condition  of  the 
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African  race  in  this  country  was  that  of  slaves,  44; 
where  is  there  any  positive  institution  providing  for 
their  incorporation  into  the  civil  community,  or  ex- 
tending to  them  civil  rights,  44. 

Is  the  constitution  of  Missouri  repugnant  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States?  45 ;  are  negroes  and  mu- 
lattoes  citizens  of  any  State  ?  45 ;  it  is  said  if  other 
States  are  allowed  to  declare  who  may  be  their  citizens 
why  should  not  Missouri  have  the  same  right,  45;  in 
many,  perhaps  in  all  the  States,  a  distinction  is  made  be- 
tween those  who  are  freeholders  and  those  who  are  not, 
45 ;  reference  to  the  marriage  laws  of  Massachusetts, 
45 ;  the  position  assumed  will  lead  to  the  inevitable  con- 
clusion that  negroes  and  mulattoes  who  in  any  State  can 
demand  the  exercise  of  civil  rights  and  privileges  in 
common  with  that  class  to  which  they  belong,  are  en- 
titled to  the  character  of  citizens,  46 ;  in  the  same  State 
different  persons  may  be  confined  to  different  rights,  and 
yet  all  be  citizens,  46 ;  a  person  must  be  considered  a 
citizen  who  by  the  laws  of  the  State  is  invested  with 
political  rights,  46 ;  has  any  negro  or  mulatto  political 
rights  in  any  State  ?  46 ;  the  constitution  of  Vermont 
considered,  46 ;  during  the  revolutionary  war  free  blacks 
entered  the  service  with  whites,  and  in  some  States 
slaves  purchased  their  freedom  by  serving  in  the  ranks, 
47 ;  after  the  war  they  returned  to  their  respective 
States,  and  who  would  say  to  them  you  are  not  to  parti- 
cipate in  the  rights  acquired  by  the  struggle?  47;  the 
preamble  to  the  constitution  ought  to  read,  we  the 
white  people,  47;  blacks  and  mulattoes  in  Massachu- 
setts are  citizens  having  civil  and  political  rights  in  com- 
mon with  the  whites,  48 ;  by  whom  and  for  whose  use 
and  benefit  was  the  constitution  formed  ?  48 ;  facts  which 
prove  incontestably  their  federal  rights,  48;  it  is  Q^id 
they  are  few  in  number,  48 ;  further  debate,  49  ;  resolu- 
tion rejected,  50. 

Besolution  of  InqvAry^  relative  to  the  existence  of 
judicial  tribunals  in  Missouri,  offered ,  57 ;  Missouri  ap- 
pears to  stand  entirely  disconnected  from  any  legal  or 
political  relations  with  this  Government,  57 ;  she  has 
discarded  every  attribute  of  a  territory,  57 ;  what  is  it 
that  Congress  can  admit  into  the  Union  ?  a  State  not  a 
territory,  58 ;  the  authority  of  the  Union  may  hang  over 
her,  but  there  is  no  legal  mode  by  which  it  can  be  exer- 
cised, 58 ;  where  are  the  channels  by  which  the  authority 
of  the  Governinent  can  be  enforced?  58;  motion  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  table,  58 ;  this  resolution  assumes 
as  the  groundwork  certain  opinions  in  regard  to  Mis- 
souri about  which  the  sentiments  of  the  members  of  this 
House  had  already  been  expressed,  58 ;  the  inquiry 
whether  the  relation  of  Missouri  be  indeed  changed 
must  precede  such  a  resolution  as  this,  58. 

The  resolution  does  not  involve  any  such  question  as 
has  been  supposed,  59 ;  it  proposes  an  inquiry  into  a 
matter  of  fact,  59 ;  delay  urged,  59 ;  every  one  who  gave 
his  vote  against  the  admission  of  Missouri  must  have 
seen  the  necessity  of  this  inquiry,  59;  the  resolution 
proposes  an  inquiry  not  into  a  matter  of  fact  but  of  law, 
59  ;  the  resolution  should  be  laid  on  the  table  that  time 
may  be  given  to  obtain  the  necessary  information,  60 ; 
no  official  Information  but  that  the  condition  of  the  ter- 
ritory was  the  same  as  heretofore,  60 ;  the  present  not 
the  proper  time  for  this  resolution,  60 ;  when  all  other 
projects  fail  for  the  admission  of  Missouri  this  resolution 
will  be  acceptable,  60 ;  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
is  not  unprecedented,  60;  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  this  resolution  may  have  considerable  influence  on 
the  question  to  be  decided  on  the  proposition  of  the 
Senate,  60;  resolution  laid  on  the  table,  61. 

Amendment  of  the  Journal  of  the  House  proposed, 
62;  moved  to  insert  the  words  "the  state  of"  before 


the  word  "  Missouri,"  62 ;  the  journal  should  correspond 
to  the  fact,  62 ;  the  omission  of  the  words  does  not  take 
from  Missouri  the  character  of  a  State,  62 ;  the  memo- 
rials profess  to  come  from  the  legislature  of  the  State  of 
Missouri,  62;  by  the  amendment  the  journal  will  corre- 
spond to  the  fiict,  62 ;  a  decision  in  fiivor  of  the  proposed 
amendment  will  not  express  the  sense  of  the  House,  62 ; 
refusal  to  withdraw  the  amendment,  62;  customary  to 
give  memorialists  in  the  journal  the  name  they  them- 
selves assume,  62;  a  precedent  applicable  to  the  occa- 
sion, 63;  the  conduct  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  towards 
these  States  when  colonies,  63;  duty  of  the  House  to 
see  that  facts  were  correctly  stated  in  the  journal,  63; 
motion  lost,  63. 

The  uniform  practice  has  been  to  describe  whether 
memorials  are  from  States  or  territories,  63 ;  moved  to 
amend  the  journal  by  inserting  the  words  "  the  terri- 
tory of"  before  the  word  Missouri,  63;  Missouri  is  in 
the  grade  between  territorial  dependence  and  the  con- 
dition of  a  member  of  the  Union,  63;  the  proposition 
will  operate  as  a  trap  question  producing  embarrassment 
without  benefit,  63;  the  name  is  no  importance  to  the 
actual  condition  of  Missouri,  63 ;  who  made  the  altera- 
tions appearing  in  the  journal  ?  64 ;  made  by  order  of  the 
Speaker,  64;  further  debate,  64;  there  seems  to  be  a  sup- 
pression of  something  in  the  journal,  65 ;  the  act  of  last 
session  authorized  Missouri  to  assume  the  name  of  a  State, 
65 ;  not  advisable  or  proper  to  decide  incidentally  a  main 
question,  65 ;  as  the  House  has  decided  what  Missouri 
is  not,  they  must  now  say  what  she  is,  65 ;  further  de- 
bate, 66 ;  motion  lost,  67. 

Moved  to  amend  by  inserting  the  words  "in  the  late 
territory  of  Missouri,"  67;  moved  to  amend  by  striking 
out  the  word  "late,"  67;  the  object  was  merely  to  give 
a  correct  recital  of  the  memorial,  67 ;  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  on  the  first  motion  relative  to  the  word 
State,  67 ;  lost,  67 ;  motion  to  strike  out  the  word  "  late  " 
lost,  68 ;  moved  to  substitute  the  words  "  in  the  United 
States,"  68 ;  motion  lost,  68 ;  moved  to  postpone  indefi- 
nitely, 68;  withdrawn,  68;  motion  to  insert  "in  the  late 
territory,"  &c.,  lost,  69 ;  adjourned,  69 ;  resolution  rela- 
tive to  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  and  right  of  the  House 
over  the  journal  offered,  69 ;  requirements  of  the  con- 
stitution relative  to  the  journal,  69 ;  facts  show  what  is 
best  to  be  done  on  the  present  occasion,  69 ;  further  re- 
marks, 70;  consideration  of  the  resolutions  refused,  71. 

Eesolution  for  the  admission  of  Missouri  upon  her  ex- 
punging the  objectionable  clause  of  her  constitution,  74; 
object  is  to  remove  the  only  objection  to  the  admission 
of  Missouri,  74 ;  moved  to  postpone,  74 ;  lost,  74 ;  reso- 
lution disagreed  to,  74. 

Resolution  from,  Uie  Senate^  for  admitting  Missouri 
into  the  Union,  with  a  caveat  against  the  clause,  if 
there  be  any,  which  conflicts  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  considered,  83;  moved  to  strike  out 
the  caveat,  83;  this  motion  goes  to  present  the  naked 
question,  83 ;  the  proviso  is  useless  and  unnecessary,  88 ; 
motion  lost,  83 ;  moved  to  amend  by  requiring  the  ex- 
punging of  the  objectionable  clause  within  two  years, 
83;  object  to  afford  an  opportunity  to  propose  such 
modifications  as  will  secure  the  vote  of  the  majority  for 
the  resolution,  84;  the  resolution  is  more  objectionable 
than  the  one  reported  by  a  committee  of  the  House, 
and  rejected,  84 ;  by  this  mode  of  proceeding  you  might 
admit  Missouri  if  her  constitution  made  a  perfect 
monarchy,  85;  it  is  said,  it  would  be  no  objection  to  her 
admission  if  the  clause  of  her  constitution  was  incom 
patible  with  the  Federal  Constitution,  85 ;  if  the  Judi 
ciary  could  remedy  the  evils  we  should  not  disregard 
the  rights  guaranteed  to  the  black  man,  85 ;  refusal  to 
withdraw  the  amendment,  85;  an  amendment  to  tho 
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amendment  proposed,  80 ;  negatived,  86 ;  other  amend- 
ments proposed  and  lost,  86;  original  amendment  lost, 
87 ;  a  substitute  moved  for  the  proviso  to  the  Senate's 
resolution,  88;  what  is  the  object  of  the  amendment 
but  indirectly  to  alter  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  88; 
■whence  did  Congress  derive  this  Immensity  of  power  ? 
83;  a  duty  of  Congress  to  come  to  a  decision  in  this 
matter,  88 ;  objections  to  slavery,  89 ;  its  extension  ob- 
jected to  on  grounds  of  policy,  89;  it  is  in  the  nature  of 
man  to  be  forgetful  of  right,  90 ;  the  balance  of  power, 
90 ;  what  can  a  majority  of  this  House  hope  to  gain  by 
this  unhallowed  struggle  ?  91 ;  the  propriety  of  submit- 
ting the  question  to  the  people  is  urged,  91 ;  amendment 
lost,  91 ;  various  amendmets  moved  and  lost,  92. 

Motion  for  a  Committee  of  Thirteen  offered,  92 ;  agreed 
to,  92. 

AppropriaUon  "bill  considered,  and  moved  to  reduce 
the  estimate  for  members  of  Congress  as  it  was  founded 
on  estimates  including  members  from  Missouri,  92 ;  de- 
bate, 98 ;  motion  to  include  a  separate  appropriation  for 
members  from  Missouri  carried,  08. 

Resolution  to  authorize  the  State  of  Missouri  to  form 
a  new  constitution  offered  and  laid  on  the  table,  94 

M&port  of  Committee  of  Thirteen,  94 ;  considered,  100 ; 
amendment  moved  to  the  amendment  of  the  committee, 
100 ;  negatived,  100 ;  duty  of  Congress  in  the  case  of  Mis- 
souri, 100 ;  objection  to  the  admission  and  action  of  the 
House  relative  to  that  objection,  101;  report  of  com- 
mittee negatived  in  committee,  101 ;  reported  to  the 
House  and  indefinite  postponement  moved,  101 ;  farther 
debate,  102;  postponement  lost,  108;  House  refuse  to 
concur  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  108 ;  question 
on  ordering  resolution  of  the  Select  Conmiittee  to  a  third 
reading,  lost,  104 ;  mored  to  reconsider,  104 ;  this  ques- 
tion might  be  settled  without  recourse  to  reconsidera- 
tion, 105;  a  reconsideration  will  keep  the  door  open 
for  a  reconsideration,  105 ;  vote  for  reconsideration  car- 
ried, 105 ;  question  on  the  engrossment  of  the  amend- 
ment considered,  105;  the  condition  annexed  to  the  ad- 
mission of  Missouri  does  not  obviate  the  objection,  106; 
what  is  the  first  member  of  this  resolution  ?  106 ;  estab- 
lish this  doctrine  and  to  what  will  it  lead,  106;  further 
debate,  106, 107 ;  the  present  is  the  most  avrtful  period 
which  has  hitherto  occurred  on  this  delicate  subject, 
108 ;  extract  from  a  letter  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  108 ;  Missouri, 
in  complying  with  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  last  session, 
has  submitted  to  you  the  best  republican  constitution, 
and  the  objectionable  article  inserted  may  fairly  be  con- 
sidered as  done  under  the  sanction  of  Congress,  and  al- 
most under  their  recommendation,  108;  her  legislature, 
108;  her  judiciary,  108;  her  constitution  compared  with 
New  York,  Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and 
Yirginia,  108 ;  the  great  question  is  the  acceptance  of 
this  constitution  and  the  admission  of  this  State  into  the 
Union,  109;  the  clause  is  not  unconstitutional,  109;  at 
the  time  I  di'ew  the  article  of  the  constitution,  I  knew 
there  did  not  exist  such  a  thing  in  the  Union  as  a  black 
or  colored  citizen,  nor  could  I  then  have  conceived  it 
possible  such  a  thing  could  ever  have  existed,  109 ;  a 
citizen  in  South  Carolina,  109;  at  the  close  of  the  war 
all  the  States  had  slaves,  109 ;  how  has  the  emancipation 
been  effected,  110 ;  there  can  be  no  question  what  the 
opinion  of  Europe  is  on  the  black  race,  110 ;  the  conduct 
of  England,  110;  decision  of  her  courts  at  home,  110; 
the  case  in  the  dominion  of  Franco,  111 ;  conduct  of  the 
Romans,  111 ;  the  compromise  has  been  viewed  as  bind- 
ing in  honor  on  every  part  of  the  Union,  111 ,  it  is  said 
Missouri  knew  this  was  repugnant  to  the  constitution 
112 ;  question  on  ordering  the  resolution  to  a  third  read- 
ing, lost,  112. 
HesohiUon  relatvoe  to  counting  the  vote  of  Missouri 


for  President  offered,  118;  the  vote  of  Missouri  cannot 
sfifect  the  result,  and  it  was  deemed  best  to  provide  for 
the  case  before  the  joint  meeting,  118;  this  special  ver- 
dict in  the  case  of  Missouri  objectionable,  113 ;  neither 
House  has  power  to  decide  on  the  vote  of  any  State,  118; 
the  Electoral  college  is  independent  of  Congress,  118 ; 
better  see  an  interregnum  than  a  principle  adopted  which 
goes  to  the  very  foundation  of  the  Presidential  office, 
113  ;  the  House  Is  about  to  declare  hypothetically  what 
is  the  vote  for  President,  118;  were  the  electors  of 
Missouri  appointed  or  not?  114;  the  case  of  Indiana, 
114 ;  the  two  Houses  are  called  to  enumerate  the  votes 
and  of  course  to  decide  what  are  votes,  114 ;  better  to 
exclude  the  votes  entirely  than  set  such  an  example, 
114 ;  simple  justice  requires  the  admission  of  Missouri  to 
the  enjoyment  of  her  rights,  114 ;  what  Is  the  actual  duty 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  Missouri  resulting  from  the 
oath  they  are  required  to  take,  115 ;  resolution  agreed 
to,  115 ;  resolution  offered,  declaring  that  Missouri  is 
one  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  and  that  her  Electoral 
vote  ought  to  be  received,  116;  we  can  now  see  the 
precipice  to  which  the  decision  of  the  House  has  brought 
us,  116 ;  votes  of  States  for  President  have  been  received 
previous  to  a  declaration  of  their  admission  into  the 
Union,  116;  members  from  new  States  have  been  ad- 
mitted to  seats,  previous  to  a  declaration  of  the  admis- 
sion of  such  States,  116 ;  let  us  know  whether  Missouri 
is  a  State  of  this  Union  or  not,  116 ;  motion  to  posi^ione 
a  further  consideration  of  the  resolution,  116;  this  House 
has  no  power  on  this  subject  independent  of  the  Senate, 
116 ;  on  what  authority  can  you  refuse  to  admit  Missouri, 
117 ;  your  oflace  is  merely  ministerial  in  regard  to  the 
electoral  votes,  117 ;  what  is  the  theory  of  our  coustitu- 
•ion  ?  lis  ;  what  was  to  be  the  practice  as  now  proposed  ? 
118 ;  what  will  be  the  effect  of  those  proceedings  but  to 
rivet  Missouri  to  the  section  of  the  country  which  has 
supported  her,  118 ;  if  Missouri  is  a  State  without  .the 
consent  of  Congress  she  has  no  right  to  complain  of  op- 
pression by  Congress  refusing  to  recognize  her,  118 ;  the 
odious  and  foul  combination  against  her  is  to  be  repro- 
bated, 118 ;  this  is  the  first  instance  in  which  Missoxiri 
has  knocked  at  the  door  and  demanded  her  rights ;  it  is 
now  for  us  to  permit  her  to  come  in,  or  to  refrain  from 
excluding  her,  119 ;  will  you  thrust  her  electors  from 
this  Hall  ?  119 ;  what  were  we  told  at  the  election  of 
Jefferson  and  Burr  ?  119 ;  motive  operating  on  the  joint 
committee  in  recommending  their  course  on  the  vote  of 
Missouri,  120 ;  further  debate,  120 ;  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table,  120 ;  motion  carried,  120 ;  further  proceedings  in 
counting  the  electoral  votes,  121 ;  confusion,  121 ;  dec- 
laration of  the  vote,  121 ;  debate  on  the  mode  of  procla- 
mation, 121 ;  resolutions  offered  declaring  the  election 
illegal,  121. 

Resolution  offered  to  admit  Missouri,  provided  the  ob- 
jectionable clause  was  expunged  from  her  constitu- 
tion within  a  certain  time,  122 ;  resolution  to  repeal  the 
act  authorizing  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution,  124 ;  re- 
marks, 124;  resolution  for  a  grand  joint  committee  offer- 
ed, 126 ;  carried,  126 ;  committee  elected,  128 ;  report  of 
the  committee,  128 ;  resolution  of  committee  passed,  129 ; 
the  resolution,  129;  vote,  129;  proclamation  of  the  ad- 
mission of  Missouri,  129.    See  Index,  vols.  4,  5,  6. 

Mitchell,  Geoege  E.,  Representative  from  Maryland,  592. 

Mitchell,  Jajies  S.,  Representative  fi*om  Pennsylvania,  216, 
87T,  592. 

Mitchell,  Thomas  R.,  Representative  fi-om  South  Carolina, 
216,  877;  on  surgeons  in  the  Navy,  412;  on  the  road 
from  Ohio  to  Michigan,  415. 

Mix's  Contract  for  stono,  considered,  887. 

Monell,  Robebt,  Representative  from  New  York,  8.  See 
Ind&D,  vol.  6. 
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MOKBOs,  inangoral  address  at  his  second  term,  132.  See 
Indeao,  vols.  1,  2,  S,  4^  5. 

MOMTAGFE,  Basil,  evidence  relative  to  the  bankrupt  law 
286. 

MoNTGOMEET,  Thomas,  Ecpresentative  iVom  Kentucky,  8, 
216,  877;  on  the  South.  American  Provinces,  96. 

MoosB,  G-ABEiEL,  Representative  from  Alabama,  216,877 
592. 

MooEE,  EoBEET,  Ecpresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  8.  See 
Index,  voL  6. 

Moore,  Samuel,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania,  3,  216. 
See  IndesD,  vol.  6. 

MooEE,  I^OUAS  P.,  Representative  from  Kentucky,  592. 

Mooee,  Thomab  L.,  Representative  from  Virginia,  8,  216, 
878;  on  the  surrender  of  fugitive  slaves,  296;  on  charges 
gainst  Judge  Tait.  412. 

MoKGAW,  John  J.,  Representative  from  New  York,  216, 378, 
600. 

MoEEiLL,  David  L.,  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  187, 848 ; 
on  a  drawback  on  cordite,  191.    See  Index^  vol.  6. 

MoETON,  Maeous,  Representative  from  Massachusetts,  8, 
See  Indeto,  voL  6. 

MoSHLY,  Jonathan  O.,  Representative  from  Connecticut,  8. 
See  Index,  vols.  4,  5,  6. 

Mo^ier  of  Commodore  Perry.— In  the  House,  a  resolution 
relative  to  allowing  a  pension  to,  offered,  594;  bill  re- 
ported at  last  session,  but  not  acted  on  for  want  of 
time,  594;  adopted,  594;  bill  for  rehef  of,  considered, 
618 ;  the  iacts  of  the  case,  618 ;  her  last  dependence 
was  taken  from  her,  619 ;  a  country  is  as  much  bound  by 
the  obligations  of  gratitude  as  an  individual,  619 ;  on 
what  is  the  claim  founded?  619;  her  support  during 
the  life  of  her  son,  619 ;  events  since  the  death  of 
Commodore  Perry,  619;  does  not  this  claim  come 
within  the  principle  of  gratitude,  620;  the  contest  on 
Lake  Erie,  620 ;  is  not  this  amount  within  that  frugality 
which  ought  to  govern  your  bounty  ?  621 ;  considera- 
tions showing  that  the  provisions  of  this  bill  are  strictly 
compatible  with  the  established  practice  of  the  Govern- 
ment, 621 ;  motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause,  621 ; 
if  we  thus  begin  where  shall  we  stop  ?  622 ;  it  is  not  the 
only  case  of  this  character,  622 ;  an  extensive  pension 
list  under  a  free  republic  is  very  inexpedient,  622 ;  the 
idea  that  a  nation  is  bound  to  support  the  widows  and 
children  and  mothcra  of  aE  who  die  in  service  is  chi- 
merical,622 ;  the  present  measure  is  an  appeal  to  gratitude 
founded  on  the  principles  of  expediency,  623 ;  what  are 
the  arguments  urged  against  these  views  ?  623 ;  it  is  not 
an  application  to  the  bounty  of  the  Government,  623 ;  it 
is  an  appeal  to  the  justice  and  gratitude  of  the  nation, 
623 ;  the  principle  of  this  bill  is  objectionable,  Commo- 
dore Perry  neither  fell  nor  was  wounded  in  battle,  625 ; 
what  is  the  basis  of  the  present  pension  list  ?  625 ;  motion 
to  strike  out  carried  and  bill  recommitted,  626.  See 
P&rry,  Convmodore. 

Mov/nted  Troops.^See  Indeix,  voL  4 

MuEEAT,  John,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania,  S.  See 
IndefDj  vol.  6. 

MuEBAT,  Thomas,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania,  216, 
377. 
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I^aUonal  Observatory.— See  Index^  vols.  2, 5. 
^TatwraUaaMon  Laws. — See  Index,  voli.  1,  2,  4. 
Naioal  S8tal>U6hm&nt,  limitation  of  resolutions  rehitive  to, 
61 ;  report  on  the,  81 ;  to  increase,  considered,  130. 


In  the  Eimse,  a  resolution  relative  to  the  reorganiza- 
tion of,  offered,  248 ;  pay  of  officers  not  on  service  modi- 
fied by  the  Secretary  when  they  are  attached  to  th& 
naval  establishment,  248;  the  number  of  separate  sta- 
tions at  which  officers  are  placed  has  the  effect  to  in- 
crease their  compensation,  248;  some  information  need- 
ed respecting  vessels  on  the  Lakes,  248 ;  it  does  not  iall 
within  the  sphere  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  to 
flimish  the  details  called  for,  249 ;  it  has  always  been  the 
constructioD  of  the  law  that  every  officer  receives  pay 
until  actually  furloughed,  249 ;  resolution  modified  and 
adopted,  249;  report  on  the  increase  of,  806;  peace  es- 
tablishment, report  on,  417 ;  resolution  relative  to,  599  ; 
message  on,  668;  7io^6,*lS64.  See  Index,  vols.  1,  2,  S,  4, 
5,6. 

Na/oaZ  ExploUa.—See  Indm,  vol.  5. 

ITa/oal  Bospital  Fimd,  communication  on,  681. 

JUTaval  Pension  JShmd.—lD.  the  Senate,  a  bill  from  the  House 
to  extend  the  term  of  half  pay  pensions  considered,  486 ; 
the  origin  of  the  naval  pension  fund,  486 ;  it  was  to  be 
perpetual,  and  the  faith  of  the  Government  pledged  to 
supply  the  deficiency,  486 ;  is  the  income  of  the  fund 
sufficient  for  tliis  charge  on  it,  486 ;  the  section  to  be 
added  to  the  bill,  considered  487 ;  the  effect  of  it  if 
adopted  will  be  to  restore  the  fund  to  its  original  and 
legitimate  uses,  437. 

In  the  House,  a  bill  to  continue  for  five  years  pensions 
to  widows,  &c.,  considered,  605;  measures  for  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill,  605 ;  for  whose  benefit  is  this  bill  ?  606. 

J^avigation  Zaws.—See  Index^  vol  4. 

Neale,  Raphael,  Representative  from  Maryland,  4,  216, 
378,  593.    See  Ind^,  vol,  6. 

JS'egroes,  Kidnappi/ng. — See  Index,  vol.  2. 

Nelson  Hugh,  Representative  from  Virginia,  3,  216,  877 ; 
balloted  for  Speaker,  4;  on  the  amendment  of  the 
Journal,  68.    See  Index,  vols.  4,  5,  6. 

Nelson,  Jeeemiah,  Representative  from  Massachusetts,  3, 
215,  377,  592.    See  Index,  vols.  5, 6. 

Nelson,  John,  Representative  from  Maryland,  216,  377 ;  on 
the  Indian  department,  231 ;  on  the  charges  against 
Judge  Tait,  412 ;  on  appropriation  for  the  Cumberland 
road,  442. 

HeiUral  Selations,  message  relative  to  violation  of,  424. 
See  Index,  vols.  3, 4, 5,  6. 

Neitvtlle,  Baeon  de,  letters  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  817. 

New,  Anthony,  Representative  from  Kentucky,  216,  377. 
See  Index,  vols.  1,  2,  8,  4,  5,  6. 

mew  Migland,  Mississippi  Lcmd  Compwn/y,  report  on,  361. 

N&w  Orlecms,  defence  o^  see  Index,  voL  5. 

Newton,  Thomab,  Representative  from  Virginia,  8, 216, 377, 
593;  on  the  disbursement  of  public  money,  390.  See 
Index,  vols.  2,  8,  4,  5,  6. 

Ifiaga/ra  Frontier  Siefferers. — See  Index,  voL  5. 

Noble,  James,  Senator  from  Indiana,  137,  848,  465;  on  me- 
morial of  Assembly  of  Indiana,  510 ;  on  amendments  to 
the  constitution,  524    See  Index,  vols.  5,  6. 

ITbn-lTitercourse.^See  Intercourse. 

Ifon-l7nportation.See  Index,  vols.  3,  4 

Non-I^ortation  im,  foP&ign  tottoms.^See  Index,  vol.  4 

N^orthwesi  Coast  of  America. — In  the  Senate,  a  resolution 
relative  to,  considered,  366;  the  sovereignty  of  the 
Columbia  river  is  claimed  by  England,  366 ;  grounds  on 
which  the  claim  is  based,  867 ;  England  now  has  pos- 
sion  of  the  country  in  question,  367 ;  she  resists  the  pos- 
session of  the  United  States,  868;  the  party  in  posses- 
sion in  1828  will  have  the  right  of  possession  until  the 
question  of  title  is  decided  by  war  or  negotiation,  868  ^ 
other  provisions  of  the  treaty  unaccountable,  369. 

Norway,  message  relative  to  trade  with,  206. 
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0aths,-~8M  Ind«o,  vol  1. 

O'Bbien,  Jkbemiah,  Eeprosentatlve  from  Maine,  B91. 

Ctfflc&rs  of  the  Gustom8.~-lu  tbo  Senate,  a  bill  for  the  com- 
pensation of  Colleotors,  &c.,  considered,  156;  principle 
adopted  by  the  committee,  166;  the  officer  would  have 
no  interest  if  made  a  salaried  officer,  156 ;  details  of  the 
bill,  166 ;  office  of  deputy  collector  instead  of  occaslonai 
and  temporary  has  become  permanent  and  fixed,  157; 
report  of  the  Secretary  In  1820  on  clerk  hire,  157; 
changes  in  New  York  and  Boston,  158. 

In  the  House,  Senate  bill  considered,  344 ;  amend- 
ments moved  and  lost,  844 ;  bill  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing, 844. 

Offlc&rs^  removal  of.—S&e  Indeao,  vol.  1. 

Oncers,  pki/raU^  of.— See  Index,  voL  8. 

Oj^e,  a  certain,  inquiry  respecting  the  constitutionality  of, 
/See  Index^  vol.  5. 

OMo  State  Govcmmeni.—Se6  Indeso,  vol.  2. 

Ohio  a/nd  MiasUsvppi  Rivers,  report  on,  670. 

OtDFiELD,  John  J.  C,  report  on  the  petition  o:^  192. 

Ordinance  of  llSl.— See  Index,  vols.  3,  4 ;  amd  Index,  vol. 
6,  Mi8B0V/rL 

Orleans  Territory.^See  Index,  vol.  4 ;  Territories. 

Ott8,  Haeeison  Geay,  Senator  from  Massaehusetta,  188; 
on  the  suppression  of  piracy,  155 ;  on  the  adjournment 
of  the  session,  170 ;  on  a  drawback  on  cordage,  191.  See 
Index,  vol.  6. 

OvBEBTEEET,  James,  Eepresoutatlve  from  South  Carolina) 
8,  216.    See  Index,  voL  6. 

Owen,  Geoeoe  W.,  Eepresentative  from  Alabama,  598. 


Paintings  of  the  Principal  ^o&nts  of  the  P&vohdUm. — See 
Index,  vol.  5. 

Palmee,  William  A.,  Senator  from  Yermont,  187,  848,  465. 
See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Faeeee,  James,  Eepresentative  from  Massachusetts,  S. 

Pabeeb,  Sbveen  E.,  Eepresentative  from  Virginia,  6 ;  on 
the  amendment  of  the  Journal,  68,  64. 

Pabeott,  John  F.,  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  137,  848, 
465;  on  building  sloops  of  war,  491;  on  the  transporta- 
tion of  specie,  516.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Patteeson,  John,  Eepresentative  from  Ohio,  592. 

Patteebon,  TnoMAS,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  8, 
216,  877,  592.    See  In^ex^  voL  6. 

Patteebon,  Walteh,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  216, 
877. 

Pay  of  Members. — *Sl66  Index,  vols.  6,  6. 

P&rmsylvarUa  Insv/rgenia. — See  Index,  vol.  1. 

Pensions  to  Woimded  Officers  of  the  War  of  1312. — See 
IndetD,  vol.  6. 

Pension  BUl^  RevoluUonary. — In  the  House,  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  forces 
during  the  Eevolutionary  war,  considered,  291 ;  supple- 
ment to  the  two  acts  passed  by^ongress,  291 ;  estimate 
of  the  number  of  persons,  291 ;  how  were  these  soldiers 
paid  ?  291 ;  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  292 ;  add  nearly  a  million  to  the  present  fund,  292 ; 
what  is  the  character  of-this  act  ?  292 ;  motion  lost,  292 ; 
bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading,  293 ;  passed,  293 ;  bill 
relative  to  the  revival  and  allowance  of,  considered, 
822. 

PeTisioners,  Hevoluiionary,  a  list  of,  in  each  State,  466. 

Perry,  Conmiodore  OUver  ^.~Iu  the  House,  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  family  of,  considered,  73 ;  proposed  to  ap- 
propriate $1,880  per  annum,  of  which,  $350  shall  go  to 
the  mother  of  Perry,  73 ;  moved  to  amend  by  allowing 


half  pay  for  five  years,  78:  motion  lost,  73;  moved  to 
strike  out  the  amount  to  Perry's  mother,  78 ;  carried, 
78 ;  moved  to  make  the  gross  amount  the  same  as  be- 
fore, 78 ;  lost,  78 ;  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  78, 

Peeet,  Saeah,  report  on  petition  of,  417;  bill  for  the  reUef 
of,  618,— See  MoVier  of  Commodore  Perry. 

Petitions,  reception  of.— See  Index,  vol.  2,  and  Slavery^ 
vols.  1  and  6. 

PnELPS,  Elisha,  Eepresentative  from  Connecticut,  8,  See 
Index^  vol.  6. 

PniLiPB,  John,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  216, 877. 

Philson,  Eobebt,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  8. 
See  Index,  vol.  6. 

PiEBBON,  Jebeuiah  H.,  Eeprcscntatlve  from  New  York, 
216,  877. 

PisKNET,  Chables,  EepresentativG  from  South  Carolina,  8; 
on  the  admission  of  Missouri,  107;  on  the  petition  of 
Eebecca  Hodgson,  159.    See  Index,  vol  2. 

PiNKNEY,  William,  Senator  from  Maryland,  144;  decease 
o^  164.    See  Index,  vols.  1,  5. 

Piracy,  sv/ppreseion  qf. — In  the  Senate,  a  resolution  offered 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  building  an  additional 
number  of  vessels  to  protect  our  commerce  in  tho  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  154 ;  better  not  to  designate  tha  size  of  the 
vessels,  154 ;  it  would  be  interfering  with  the  Executive 
to  direct  that  a  part  of  the  naval  force  should  be  em- 
ployed in  a  particular  service,  154 ;  five  or  six  additional 
small  vessels  very  much  wanted  for  this  purpose,  164; 
resolution  modified  and  agreed  to,  155. 

In  tlie  Souse. — Bill  considered  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  navy,  244 ;  debate  on  the  amount 
of  the  appropriation,  245. 

Eeport  relative  to  the  suppression  oJ^266;  message 
relative  to  pirates  in  the  W  est  Indies,  858. 

In  the  Senate. — Bill  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  854 ;  force  estimated  to  be  necessary,  854 ; 
House  bill  presented  and  read,  854;  moved  that  the 
Senate  bill  be  substituted  for  the  House  bill  as  an 
amendment  thereto,  854;  it  has  been  questioned  how 
£ir  the  power  of  the  President  reached  in  the  punish- 
ment of  these  buccaneers,  365 ;  no  nation  or  antiiority 
would  feel  aggrieved  by  having  these  freebooters  pur- 
sued within  its  jurisdiction,  855;  important  to  act  with 
the  greatest  degree  of  promptitude  on  this  subject,  855; 
no  substantial  difference  between  the  two  bills,  855; 
comparison  of  the  bills,  855;  amendment  lost,  855; 
House  bill  passed,  855 ;  resolution  to  offer  a  bounty  for 
the  capture  of  pirates  considered,  357 ;  by  inducements 
secure  a  speedy  end  to  the  war  against  the  pirates  in 
the  West  Indies,  857;  precedent  afforded  by  the  late  war, 
857. 

In  the  Souse. — Eesolution  relative  to  inquiry  as  to 
measures  necessary  for  the  suppression  of  piracy  offered, 
382 ;  reasons  for  the  inquiry,  882 ;  death  of  Lieut  Allen, 


Bill  to  authorize  an  increased  naval  force  considered, 
384;  amendments  offered,  8S4;  moved  to  strike  out  the 
word  "  purchase,"  so  as  to  require  the  vessels  spoken  of 
to  be  built,  884 ;  will  be  more  worthy  objects  of  expen- 
ditures, 884 ;  the  question  is  between  purchasing  and 
building  vessels,  885;  the  object  of  the  bill  would  be 
better  answered  by  leaving  to  the  Executive  the  right 
to  purchase,  885 ;  we  cannot  wait  the  slow  process  of 
construction,  885 ;  temporizing  measures  would  enhance 
the  evil,  385 ;  doubtful  if  piracy  can  be  suppressed  with- 
out giving  to  our  naval  officers  authority  to  pursue  the 
pirates  on  land  and  make  them  prisoners,  386;  this  bill 
gives  no  such  authority,  386 ;  we  have  a  right  to  execute 
our  own  laws,  but  not  to  make  or  execute  laws  for 
another  country,  886;  amendment  offered  authorizing 
the  President  to  pursue  them  on  any  of  the  West 
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India  Islands,  886 ;  pirates  are  the  enemies  of  all  man- 
kind, 886 ;  overy  nation  has  a  right  to  put  down  piracy, 
886 ;  by  this  amendment  no  limit  is  opposed  to  the 
authority  of  the  government,  88T;  in  framing  our  laws 
we  ought  to  have  regard  to  the  laws  of  nations,  88T;  a 
fatality  in  every  thing  connected  with  these  pirates,  887 ; 
when  captured  ill-timed  clemency  saves  them,  887: 
needless  impediments  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  hill, 
887;  a  question  on  which  this  House  ought  not  to  at- 
tempt a  decision  387;  whatever  rule  we  apply  may  of 
right  be  reciprocated  on  us,  888;  it  proposes  to  give 
Congress  power  to  make  war,  888 ;  amendment  incon- 
sistent with  the  principles  of  public  law,  and  with  the 
necessity  in  which  we  are  placed,  388;  this  amendment 
does  not  enlarge  the  powers  of  the  Executive,  888 ;  more 
time  should  be  taken  to  consider  this  bill,  889. 
PiTOHEH,  Nathaniel,  Representative  from  New  York,  8, 

216,  877.    See  Ind&n,  voL  6. 
Pleasants,  James,  Senator  ftom  Virginia,  187,  848 ;  on  the 
suppression  of  piracy,  154 ;  resigns  his  seat,  854.    See  In- 
decoj  vols.  4,  5,  6. 
Plumbe,  Geoege,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  216, 

877,  592. 
pLtTMEE,  "WiLLLAM,  Jk.,  Eepreseutatlve  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, 8,  215, 877,  591  \  on  the  amendment  of  the  journal, 
65.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 
Poinsett,  Joel  E.,  Eepresentative  from  South  Carolina,  216, 
424,  592;  reports  on  national  medals,  277;  on  the  South 
American  Governments,  301 ;    on  an  agent  to  Greece, 
€08 ;  relative  to  European  combinations  against  Spanish 
American  States,  650 ;  on  the  duty  on  wines,  702. 
Portrait  of  Colmnbtcs,  proceedings  respecting,  642. 
Portugal,  commerce  with. — In  the  Senate,  a  resolution  for 
information  relative  to,  563 ;  former  character  of  this 
trade,  563 ;  operation  of  the  tariff  of  1816  on  products  of 
Portugal,  564;  course  adopted  by  Portugal,  564;  un- 
pleasant consequences,  564;  how  far  has  the  attempt 
been  successful  to  remedy  these  consequences,  564 ;  the 
effect  produced  on  the  trade  of  Portugal  by  the  tariffs 
at  different  times  adopted,  564 ;  resolution  agreed  to,  565. 
Postage  of  Newspapers.— See  Index,  vol.  3. 
Po&tmaste/r  Qeffieral,  report  of,  662. 
Post-Office. — See  Index,  vol.  1. 
PoBt-Office  Patronage. — See  Index,  vol.  5. 
Potomac  Ri/oer  Bridge. — See  Index,  vol.  3. 
Pre-emption,  the  right  of. — In  t  he  Senate,  a  petition  for  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  a  small  tract  on  the  west  bank 
of  the  Mississippi,  488 ;  moved  to  reverse  the  report, 
which  was  unfavorable,  488;  the  committee  reported 
against  the  claim  on  the  ground  that  the  petitioner  had 
settled  in  violation  of  the  act  of  Congress,  488;  the  pe- 
titioner had  been  an  officer  of  distinguished  merit,  438; 
the  land  in  its  natural  condition  is  worthless,  488 ;  ad- 
ditional value  this  settlement  gives  to  the  neighborhood, 
488 ;  the  act  of  Congress  forbids  all  persons  settling  on 
the  public  lands,  489  ;  report  of  committee  agreed  to, 
489 ;  note,  489. 
Presents  to  MvnMters. — See  Indeeo,  vol.  2. 
Presidency,  vacam,cy  in. — See  Index,  vol.  1. 
Previovs  QuesUon. — See  Index,  vols.  1,  4,  5. 
Peinoe,  ■William,  Eepresentative  from  Indiana,  593. 
Printer,  election  of,  resolution  relative  to,  180 ;  election  of 

by  the  House,  447. 
Private  losses  in  service. — See  Index,  vol.  5. 
Privateers.— See  Index,  vols.  4,  5. 
Prioaieer  Pension  Fund,  report  on  the,  494. 
Prize  mon&y,  petitions  for,  706. 

Proda/maMon  of  the  President,  relative  to  Missouri,  129. 
Propagating  the  Gospel  among  the  Heaih&n.—l'D.  the  Sen- 
ate, resolution  to  call  for  a  copy  of  the  patent  granting 
12,000  acres  of  land  to  the  Society  of  United  Brethren  for 


the  use  of  the  Christian  Indians,  &c.,  considered,  161 ;  a 
historical  sketch,  161 ;  converted  Indians  an  example  to 
the  people  of  Connecticut,  162 ;  Naln,  Shawakin,  Beth- 
lehem, Nazareth  in  Pennsylvania,  when  founded,  162 ; 
Gundenhuthen,  Sehoenbrunn,  and  New  Salem,  in  Ohio, 
162 ;  Indians  to  whom  the  lands  were  granted,  162 ;  the 
grant  conveyed  only  use  of  the  land,  162;  the  example 
furnished  by  Canada  relative'  to  the  conversion  of  the 
Indians,  163;  experience  at  Lake  Superior,  168;  new  ■ 
society  for  the  conversion  of  the  Indians,  168,  note,  164; 
state  of  the  United  Brethren  In  Ohio,  164;  resolutions 
agreed  to,  164 ;  message  on,  705 ;  note,  705. 

ProtecUm  DuUes.—See  I%dex,  vol.  1.  and  DuUes  on  Im- 
ports, vols.  5,  6. 

Public  Defa/uUers.— In  the  House,  resolutions  relative  to, 
offered,  820 ;  no  provisions  in  the  statutes  for  the  punish- 
ment of  public  defaulters,  820 ;  very  little  trust  to  be 
placed  in  the  integrity  of  public  oflScers,  820 ;  present 
laws  wholly  inadequate  to  secure  the  treasury,  320 ;  a 
defaulter  is  eligible  to  public  office,  321 ;  farther  debate, 
821 ;  resolution  adopted,  821. 

Pt&bHc  Docwitimhts,  sttppression  of. — In  the  House,  a  resolu- 
tion offered  relative  to  the  suppression  of  a  portion  of  a 
certain  letter,  429 ;  amendments  made  to  the  resolution, 
480;  if  it  is  ascertained  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury has  withheld  information  which  ought  to  have  been 
imparted  to  this  House,  It  is  a  proper  subject  for  inves- 
tigation, 480;  amendments  proposed,  480 ;  utmost  lati- 
tude should  be  allowed  to  the  investigation,  431 ;  the 
inquiry  of  the  committee  will  be,  what  were  the  motives 
for  the  suppression,  431 ;  this  necessarily  connected  with 
the  facts,  431 ;  object  to  ascertain  who  made  these  marks 
which  have  been  the  subject  of  so  much  speculation, 
431 ;  the  two  objects  of  inquiry  ought  to  go  together, 
431 ;  author  of  the  marks,  481 ;  report  of  committee,  482 ; 
object  is  to  find  out  who  made  those  marks,  482;  what  are 
the  groiAids  upon  which  the  first  part  of  the  resolution 
recommends  itself  to  our  attention  ?  483 ;  what  is  the  ob- 
jection made  to  the  inquiry?  why  that  members  of  the 
House  ought  not  to  be  suspected  of  having  done  it  ?  438 ; 
is  that  any  reason  against  it  ?  4iS8 ;  further  debate,  4S8 ; 
question  on  agreeing  to  the  original  resolution,  434;  this 
matter  originated  oat  of  the  House,  485 ;  these  marks 
have  been  suffered  to  sleep  for  twelve  months  within 
the  knowledge  of  some  members  of  this  House,  485 ; 
further  remarks,  436 ;  no  advantage  can  fiow  from  the 
further  prosecution  of  the  inquiry  before  the  House,  487; 
an  inquiry  into  the  management  of  the  funds  of  the 
United  States,  aiid  into  the  making  of  this  mark,  should 
not  be  referred  to  the  same  committee,  487 ;  no  blame 
can  attach  to  any  one,  437 ;  no  further  information  than 
the  House  has  can  be  desirable,  437;  matter  of  little 
importance  whether  the  mark  was  made  with  a  mis- 
chievous intention,  or  who  the  writer  was,  488;  the 
document  appears  to  have  been  mutilated  since  it  came 
into  the  possession  of  this  House,  438 ;  personal  explana- 
tions, 488, 489 ;  a  department  is  not  required  on  a  call  to 
send  any  more  of  its  papers  than  is  pertinent  to  the  call, 
489 ;  further  debate,  440 ;  resolution  agreed  to,  441 ;  letter 
of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  453 ;  report,  454, 
Public  Lands.— In.  the  House,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  pur- 
chasers of  the  pubhc  lands  prior  to  July,  1?20,  consider- 
ed, 127 ;  not  one  in  a  thousand  has  purchased  public 
land,  no  ground  for  leniency  such  as  would  exist  if  all 
the  citizens  were  debtors,  127 ;  the  wretched  and  poor 
have  no  part  in  this  matter,  127 ;  the  liberal  provisions 
given  in  the  bill,  127 ;  the  precedent  a  dangerous  one, 
127;  amendments  proposed  and  lost,  128. 

In  the  Senate. — A  resolution  of  inquiry  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  repealing  the  act  prohibiting  settlements  on 
the  public  lands,  489;  many  members  had  expressed 
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opinlona  that  the  act  should  be  repealed,  489 ;  vast  tracts 
In  Louisiana  remain  unsettled,  and  It  is  not  In  the  power 
of  the  State  under  present  circumstances  to  do  any  thing 
for  their  settlement,  489 ;  the  true  policy  of  the  country 
to  prohibit  by  all  possible  means  the  unlawful  settle- 
ment of  its  lands,  489;  further  debate,  490. 

A  memorial  from  the  Assembly  of  Indiana  offered, 
C16 ;  It  presents  two  subjects  for  the  consideration  of 
Congress,  616 ;  to  admit  persons  who  had  forfeited  their 
payments  previous  to  the  act  of  1821,  to  apply  the  same 
amounts  to  future  purchases,  M6 ;  the  expediency  of 
roducing  the  price  of  lands  in  those  dlstricte  where  they 
have  been  offered  for  sale  for  ten  or  more  years,  516. 
See  Indsm,  vols.  1,  2,  8,  6. 

PubUa  Buildinga^  expenditure,  report  on,  293 ;  report  rela- 
tive to,  836.    See  Index,  vol.  5. 

Piiblic  Aecownts,  bill  relative  to,  considered,  332,  418. 

FvibUG  Agent,  before  the  Ohent  commission,  debated,  541. 


Quakers,  Memorial 
Quarterm'aster^a 


'.—See  Index,  vols  1,  2,  8. 

, — See  Indete,  vol.  4. 
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Bajtdolph,  JoHif,  Eepresentative  from  Virginia,  3,  221,  877, 
598 ;  on  the  powers  of  the  Clerk  under  a  vacancy  of  the 
Speakership,  5 ;  on  the  amendment  of  the  journal,  62, 
68 ;  on  the  admission  of  Missouri,  83, 106 ;  on  reconsider- 
ing the  vote  relative  to  Missouri,  105 ;  on  the  vote  of 
Missouri  for  President,  113, 114, 117, 119, 121 ;  on  the  In- 
dian department,  226,  226 ;  on  the  oppropriation  for  the 
suppression  of  piracy,  245 ;  on  military  appropriations, 
254;  on  transactions  in  Florida,  258,261,262;  on  the 
demise  of  Plnkney,  262,  263 ;  announces  d:he  decease 
of  Plnkney,  262 ;  explains  the  cause  of  his  announcing 
the  decease  previous  to  the  fiict,  263 ;  on  the  proposed 
adjournment,  267,  268;  on  relief  of  Sarah  Perry,  626;  on 
European  combinations  against  Spanish  American  States, 
651;  on  the  Greek  cause,  654;  on  adjournment,  698; 
on  the  tariff,  787;  on  the  duty  on  sugar,  751,  757.— 
See  Index,  vols.  2,  8,  4,  5,  6. 
BAiTEUf,  Chbistopher,  Eepresentatxve  from  Mississippi,  7, 
216, 877 ;  on  grants  ol  land  for  education,  600.  See  Index, 
vol.  6. 
Sanaom,  prohibition  erf.— See  Index,  vol.  6. 
Real  Estate  amd  Slaves,  vahiaMon  of. — See  Index,  vol.  5, 
Beds,  Johk,  Eepresentative  from  Massachusetts,  215,  377, 

592 ;  on  the  duty  on  Tallow,  698.    566  Index,  vol.  5. 
Bbed,  Philip,  Eepresentative  from  Maryland,  877.    See  In- 
dex, vol,  6. 
Eeid,  Philip,  letter  of,  309. 

Eeid,  Bobxet  Eavmond,  Eepresentative  flrom  Georgia,  3, 
218;  on  the  amendment  of  the  Journal,  69 ;  on  the  South 
American  Provinces,  99;  on  transactions  in  Florida, 
261 ;  on  the  suppression  of  public  documents,  488.  See 
Index,  vol.  6. 
Report  relative  to  the  State  Constitution  of  Missouri,  6;  on 
the  case  of  Matthew  Lyon,  9;  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  9,  218;  on  the  occupation  of  the  Columbia 
Elver,  74;  on  a  naval  peace  establishment,  81 ;  on  gold 
coin,  87 ;  of  the  Committee  of  Thirteen,  94 ;  on  the  Span- 
ish American  Eepublics,  124;  of  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Missouri,  128, 129 ;  on  the  Georgia  Militia  Claims,  192 ; 
on  Military  Affairs,  211 ;  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
oil  Banks  of  Deposit,  260;  on  Taccination,  266;  of  Sec- 
retary of  War  on  the  Army  Expenditures,  271;  on  na- 
tional medals,  277;  on  "Weights  and  Measures,  277;  on  a 
Hemp  and  Flax  Machine,  279 ;  on  South  American  Inde- 


pendence, 287 ;  on  expenditure  on  public  buildings,  298, 
8  26 ;  on  the  Increase  of  the  Navy,  306 ;  on  the  Carver  grant, 
868 ;  on  the  NewEngland  MississIpplXand  Company,  361 ; 
relative  to  deposits  in  banks,  878 ;  on  petition  of  Sarah 
Perry  for  a  pension,  417 ;  relative  to  Indian  reservations, 
422 ;  on  the  ease  of  Judge  Tait,  422 ;  on  Beaumarchais 
Claim,  428 ;  on  foreign  coins,  427,  428 ;  on  an  apportion- 
ment of  midshipmen,  445;  on  Indian  trading  posts,  460 ; 
on  the  amendments  to  the  constitution,  485;  on  the 
Privateer  Pension  Fund,  494;  on  the  Mississippi  Land 
Company,  608 ;  on  'Western  Boundary  of  Arkansas,  540; 
on  the  Delaware  Canal  Company,  666 ;  on  the  petition 
of  Julia  Lawrence,  600 ;  on  amendments  to  the  consti- 
tution, 600 ;  on  relief  of  land  purchasers,  627 ;  on  revo- 
lutionary pension,  627;  on  Michigan  contested  election, 
629 ;  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Eivcis,  670 ;  on  the 
effect  of  the  Tariff,  694 ;  on  French  spoliations,  705. 
SepreseiUation,  ratio  of.— Bee  Index,  vols.  1,  2, 4. 
RepreeentaticeB,  qnaliJicatUyns  of. — See  Index,  vol.  6. 
EeeignjOMon,  does  it  cause  a  vacancy.    See  Index,  vol.  1. 
Resolutions,  relative  to  the  reduction  of  expenditures,  6 ; 
relative  to  "West  Point  Academy,  11;  relative  to  the  oc- 
cupancy of  the  Columbia  Eiver,  51 ;  relative  to  taking 
bank  notes  in  payment  of  duties,  51;  relative  to  the 
Military  Academy,  64;  relative  to  the  position  of  Mis- 
souri, 67 ;  relative  to  the  decease  of  John  Linn,  61 ;  rela- 
tive to  a  limitation  of  the  naval  force,  61 ;  relative  to 
amendment  of  the  Journal,  70 ;  relative  to  the  admis- 
sion of  Missouri,  74;  do.  ftom  the  Senate,  83,  91;  rela- 
tive to  Missouri,  94 ;  relative  to  the  South  American 
Provinces,  95;  of  the  Committee  of  Thirteen,  108;  on 
the  election  of  President,  &c.,  118 ;  relative  to  the  vote 
of  Missouri  for  President,  116, 121 ;  relative  to  a  bounty 
on  fishing  vessels,  122 ;  do.  relative  to  the  slave  trade 
and  emancipation,  123;  on  the  decease  of  "William  A. 
Burwell,  123 ;  relative  to  repealing  the  Missouri  Com- 
promise, 124;  for  a  Joint  Committee  on  Missouri,  126 ; 
relative  to  the  election  of  printer,  130;  relative  to  the 
decease  of  "William  A.  Trimble,  144;  relative  to  rules 
and  orders,  144;  relative  to  military  roads,  144;  rela- 
tive to  appropriations  of  territory,  145;   relative  to 
amendment  of  the  constitution,  145;  relative  to  the 
suppression  of  piracy,  154;  relative  to  drawbacks,  166; 
relative  to  Louisiana  land  titles,  159 ;  relative  to  lands 
to  certain  Christian  Indians,  160 ;  relative  to  decease 
of  "WiUlam  Plnkney,  165 ;  relative  to  lands  for  educa- 
tion, 165 ;  relative  to  Indian  affairs,  189 ;  relative  to  the 
cost  of  building  ships,  171, 191 ;  relative  to  revenue  from 
lead  mines,  201 ;  relative  to  the  Importation  of  slaves, 
201;  relative  to  af&iirs  in  Florida,  218;  relative  to  the 
decease  of  "W.  A.  Trimble,  220;  relative  to  fugitives 
from  labor,  221;  relative  to  the  United  States  Bank, 
224;  for  a  monument  to  General  "Wooster,  282 ;  relative 
to  militia  fines,  28S;  relative  to  vaccination,  244 ;  rela- 
tive to  Bussian  claims  on  the  Northwest  coast,  249; 
relative  to  the  reorganization  of  the  navy,  249 ;  relative 
to  the  Military  Academy,  263 ;  on  the  decease  of  "Wil- 
liam Pinkney,  268 ;  relative  to  the  transactions  in  Flor- 
ida, 264,  '270;  note,  170;  relative  to  Sunday  mails,  269; 
relative  to  withdrawing   the    papers   relating  to  the 
christianization  of  the  Indians,  270 ;  relative  to  a  mili- 
tary establishment,  287;  relative  to  the  South  American 
Governments,  297;  relative  to  public  defaulters,  820; 
relative  to  a  monument  to  Baron  DeKalb,  327 ;  to  stop 
advances  unless  on  extra  occasions,  828;   relative  to 
members  of  Congress   being  interested  in  contracia, 
382 ;  relative  to  lead  mine  leases,  836 ;  on  contract  of 
Elijah  Mix,  337 ;  relative  to  militia  fines,  337 ;  of  thanks    ' 
to  the  Speaker,  846;  relative  to  Louisiana  lands,  869; 
on  the  occupation  of  the  Northwest  coast,  863 ;  relative 
to  unsettled  accounts,  880 ;  relative  to  hostile  expedi- 
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tions  to  countries  at  peace,  882,  383;  respecting  the 
articles  of  agreement  between  Georgia  and  the  United 
States,  891 ;  relative  to  Prevost's  report  on  the  Colum- 
bia Eiver,  399;  relative  to  Canadian  Kefagees,  410; 
relative  to  surgeons  In  the  Navy,  412;  relative  to  the 
decease  of  "William  Lowndes,  420 ;  relative  to  the  boun- 
dary line  with  Great  Britain,  424;  relative  to  "Western 
Armory,  426 ;  relative  to  the  suppression  of  public  doc- 
uments, 429 ;  relative  to  crimes  on  the  high  seas,  442 ; 
on  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  455 ;  relative  to 
Spanish  Privateers,  461 ;  acknowledging  Grecian  Inde- 
pendence, 480;  relative  to  Florida  land  titles,  480; 
on  pensions  to  families  of  persons  killed  in  privateer 
service,  487;  relative  to  the  visit  of  Lafayette,  492; 
on  decease  of  "William  L.  Ball,  514;  on  expenses  and 
reforms  in  the  Navy,  589;  respecting  the  mother  of 
Commodore  Perry,  594 ;  to  appoint  a  commissioner  to 
Greece,  594;  relative  to  u  naval  peace  establishment, 
599 ;  on  inquiry  into  service  of  naval  officers,  599 ;  on 
grants  of  land  for  education,  599 ;  on  light-houses,  &c., 
on  Southern  shoals,  600;  on  European  combinations 
against  American  Spanish  States,  603 ;  on  trade  with 
the  Indians,  607;  on  Miami  purchase,  607;  relative 
to  Maison  Eouge's  land  claim,  616 ;  respecting  road  in 
Michigan,  626 ;  relative  to  Lafayette,  626 ;  respecting  a 
monument  to  "Washington,  689 ;  respecting  European 
combinations,  650 ;  on  a  portrait  of  Washington,  698 : 
respecting  money  in  the  hands  of  prize  agents,  752. 

Jiestriciive  System,  report  on,  173. 

Be'O&iiue,  collection  of,  see  Index,  voL  5. 

Revenue  Cutters. — See  Index,  voL  4. 

B&BohUionary  Pensions,  bill  considered,  200.  See  Pen- 
sions. 

JS&volutionary  Zand  Warrants,  bill  considered,  447. 

Eetnolds,  James  B.,  Kepresentative  from  Tennessee,  592. 

Ekea,  John,  Eepresentative  from  T^ennessee,  8, 216, 377 ;  on 
the  amendment  of  the  Journal,  63,  65 ;  on  the  election 
of  President,  &c.,  114, 115;  relative  to  the  Indian  De- 
partment, 225 ;  on  the  Florida  Government,  294 ;  on  the 
military  peace  establishment,  832 ;  on  the  suppression 
of  publicdocuments,  440.    See  Index,  vols.  8,  4,  5,  6. 

lihode  IsUmd,  admission  of,  see  Indeai^  vol.  1. 

Rich,  Charles,  Eepresentative  from  Vermont,  5,  215,  413, 
592 ;  on  trade  with  the  Indians,  607.  See  Index^  vols. 
5,6. 

EiCBABDS,  John,  Eepresentative  from  New  Tort,  592. 

P.ICHAEDS,  Maek,  Eepresentative  from  Vermont,  3.  See 
Index,  vol.  6. 

EiCHMOND,  Jonathan,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  3. 
See  Index,  vol.  6. 

EiNGGOLD,  Samuel,  Eepresentative  from  Maryland,  3.  See 
Index,  vols.  5,  6. 

EiVES,  "WiLLLAM  C,  Eeprcsentativc  from  Virginia,  595. 

Roads,  Post.— See  Index,  vol.  8. 

BooaZ  from  Memphis  to  IMtle  Rock. — In  the  House,  a  bill 
for  laying  out  and  making  considered,  608;  object  to 
unite  the  two  bodies  of  settlers,  608 ;  ordered  to  a  third 
reading,  608;  no  part  of  the  road  passes  through  Ten- 
nessee, 615 ;  save  more  than  four  hundred  miles  to  set- 
tlers, 615 ;  note,  615 ;  appropriations  for  roads  by  Con- 
gress, 615 ;  bill  recommitted,  616 ;  ordered  to  a  third 
reading,  616;  biU  passed,  617;  note,  617. 

From  N&w  Orleams  to  ^J^a^TvmUe.—lu.  the  Senate,  a 
resolution  relative  to,  offered,  858;  dangers  of  the  mail 
route,  358 ;  the  mail  establishment  in  Louisiana  almost 
useless,  358 ;  constitutional  question  not  involved,  358 ; 
the  road  opened  by  the  troops  of  the  United  States, 
358;  road  three  htmdred  miles  shorter  than  another, 
858. 

From  Ohio  to  MicMgam,. — In  the  House,  a  bill  con- 
sidered in  Committee,  408 ;  the  grounds  and  objects  of 


the  bill,  408 ;  amendments  made,  408 ;  enormous  charge 
of  transportation  from  Ohio  to  Michigan,  414 ;  provision 
of  the  treaty,  414 ;  during  a  war  it  would  he  of  the  first 
importance  to  make  this  point  safe,  414;  a  reference  lo 
every  treaty  with  the  Indians  for  twenty  years  would 
exhibit  provisions  for  roads  in  almost  every  direction, 
415;  this  hill  will  be  but  a  beginning,  and  once  enter 
the  wedge  and  you  will  not  get  clear  of  it  for  ten  years 
to  come,  415 ;  the  treasure  of  the  country  as  well  as  its 
blood  had  been  wasted  for  want  of  the  road,  415;  the 
land  was  conveyed  to  the  United  States  for  the  express 
purpose  of  making  the  road,  and  ought  therefore  to  be 
ceded,  415;  one  of  the  most  vulnerable  points  of  our 
country,  is  the  Territory  (fT  Michigan,  415;  Ohio  has  ex- 
pressed her  willingness  to  take  upon  herself  the  expense 
and  trouble  of  making  the  road,  416;  in  a  pecuniary 
point  of  view  the  House  cannot  err  in  passing  this  bill, 
416 ;  the  exposure  of  Michigan,  416 ;  ought  Michigan  to 
be  expected  to  make  this  road?  417;  bill  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  417 ;  resolution  relative  to,  606. 

In  Florida. — In  the  House,  the  bill  relative  to,  con- 
sidered, 610 ;  a  measure  imperiously  demanded  by  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  country,  610 ;  open  a  fer- 
tile tract  between  two  seats  of  population,  611 ;  moved 
to  strike  out  so  much  as  provides  for  the  employment 
of  the  United  States  troops,  611 ;  no  substitute  proposed, 
611 ;  how  can  the  troops  be  better  employed  ?  611 ;  dan- 
gers from  the  climate,  611 ;  the  mind  of  the  nation  made 
up  to  the  propriety  of  employing  the  troops,  613;  their 
employment  might  be  confined  to  certain  months  of  the 
year,  612 ;  the  danger  is  visionary,  612 ;  bill  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  612. 
Roads  and  Canals,  siirveys  for. — In  the  Senate,  a  bill  to 
provide  the  necessary  surveys  for  roads  and  canals,  con- 
sidered, 565 ;  the  passage  of  the  bUl  would  be  taken  as  a 
recognition  of  the  power  of  Congress  to  construct  roads 
and  canals,  566 ;  such  measures  should  be  pursued  as 
would  tend  to  produce  a  more  intimate  connection  be- 
tween the  Atlantic  States  and  the  Mississippi  valley, 
566 ;  proviso  moved,  that  previous  to  any  survey  the 
consent  of  the  State  should  be  obtained,  566 ;  lost,  566 ; 
other  amendments  offered,  566;  postponement  moved 
and  lost,  566 ;  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  566. 

In  the  Rouse.— The  bill  for  considered,  627 ;  the  con- 
stitutional right,  627 ;  the  expediency  of  the  measure, 
628 ;  the  spirit  of  the  nation  will  justify  a  large  expendi- 
ture on  great  national  objects,  628;  this  measure  not 
calculated  to  test  the  sense  of  the  House  on  the  ques- 
tion of  internal  improvements,  628 ;  the  House  cannot 
fairly  approve  this  bill  unless  they  assent  to  the  general 
power,  628 ;  what  does  the  bill  propose  ?  629 ;  if  the  ul- 
terior measure  for  which  this  information  is  sought  is 
unconstitutional.  Congress  is  not  warranted  to  take  the 
preparatory  steps,  631 ;  the  constitutional  question  ex- 
amined, 631 ,  if  no  consent  is  required  from  the  States, 
it  must  be  because  the  power  is  granted  in  the  constitu- 
tion, 631 ;  another  view  of  the  constitution  as  a  whole, 
632;  the  case  of  precedents,  632. 

The  constitutional  right  and  expediency  of  appropria- 
tions for  internal  improvements  are  too  obvious  and  ir- 
resistible to  need  illustration,  638 ;  the  constitutional 
point  examined,  633, 684 ;  a  difference  of  opinion  existed 
for  years  between  the  executive  and  legislative  depart- 
ments of  the  Government  on  this  subject,  634;  it  is  said 
that  powers  of  *i  municipal  character  belong  to  the 
States,  and  those  relating  to  external  affairs  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  635 ;  hence  it  is  inferred  that  all  in- 
ternal improvements  belong  to  the  States,  635 ;  several 
sources  of  power  disclaimed,  636;  there  is  no  specific 
grant  in  the  constitution  of  the  power  of  appropriation, 
nor  was  such  requisite,  686 ;  the  extent  of  Government 
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improvements  In  the  Wost,  687;  what  lias  this  Grovern- 
ment  done  on  tho  grout  subject  of  Internal  Improve- 
ments ?  688 ;  motion  to  strike  out  tho  enacting  clause 
lost,  688 ;  .bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  688 ;  copy  of  the 
bill,  689 ;  ordered  to  third  reading,  665. 

EoBKRTSON,  Geokge,  Eepresentativc  from  Kentucky,  8 ;  on 
the  amendment  of  the  JoumiJ,  62,  67 ;  on  the  Bouth 
American  Provinces,  %,  99,    See  Index,  vol.  6. 

KocuESTEB,  "William  B.,  Eepresentative  from  New  York, 
216,  877. 

EoDNET,  G^BAB  AuGTTSTTTS,  Scuator  from  Delaware,  154, 
216,  848 ;  relative  to  Louisiana  land  titles,  160 ;  on  stop- 
ping pay  to  certain  officers,  197 ;  on  the  suppression  of 
piracy,  857 ;  resigns  his  seat,  859 ;  appointed  Minister  to 
Buenos  Ayres,  859. 

EoDNEY,  Daniel,  Representative  from  Delaware,  877. 

EoGERS,  Thomas  J.,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  8, 
216,  377,  592.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 

EosE,  EOBEBT  E.,  Eepresentative  from  New  Tork,  592. 

Boss,  Thomas  E.,  Representative  from  Ohio,  8,  216,  877, 
698 ;  on  the  amendment  of  the  Journal,  65,  67.  See  In^ 
dex,  voL  6. 

Bouge  Mcdson,  the  claim  of,  189. 

EuGGLES,  Benjamin,  Senator  from  Ohio,  187,  348, 465 ;  on 
Virginia  Land  Warrants,  155 ;  on  the  petition  of  Eebec- 
ca  Hodgson,  159 ;  on  the  Indian  trade,  188 ;  on  striking 
out  the  duty  on  hemp,  572.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 

EuGGLES,  Chables  H.,  Representative  from  New  Tork, 
877. 

Hulea,  motion  to  amend,  145. 

Eras,  John,  Representative  from  Connecticut,  8,  323,  877. 
See  Ind&e,  vol.  6. 

RtrssELL,  JoNATHAir,  Representative  from  Massachusetts, 
215,  877;  reports  on  South  American  Independence,  287. 

Jiussicm  Cla^mia  on  the  North  West  coast,  resolution  on, 
249 ;  considered,  258 ;  message  on,  834. 

Rtland,  Eev.  William,  elected  chaplain  of  the  Senate,  144. 


Salt  Dul^  cmd  FUMng  Bounty.^See  Index,  vol.  5,  Duties 
on  Imports. 

Saunders,  Romttltjs  M.,  Eepresentative  from  North  Caro- 
lina, 216,  877,  592 ;  on  charges  against  Judge  Tait,  411 ; 
on  the  suppression  of  public  documents,  429. 

Sanfobd,  James  T.,  Eepresentative  from  Tennessee,  592. 

ScM}CMVJia?i,  relief  of.—See  Ifidex^  vol.  2. 

Sawtbe,  Lbmitel,  Eepresentative  from  North  Carolina,  3, 
216,413;  on  the  proposed  adjournment,  268;  on  Mix's 
contract  for  stone,  337.    See  Index,  vols.  8,  4,  6, 

SoHiEFFLiN  &  Son,  petition  of,  706. 

SdoTT,  John,  Delegate  from  Missonri,  8,  216,  377,  592.  See 
iTbdex,  vols.  6,  6. 

Secmh&n,  protection  of.^See  Index,  vols,  8,  4. 

Seamen,  foreign  mercTumt. — See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Seat  of  Govem/ment.—See  Index,  vols.  1,  2,  3,  5. 

Secret  Proceedinga,  pubUcaUon  of— See  Index,  vol.  4. 

Sedition  law  of  1798.— /See  Index,  vols.  4,  6 ;  and  Index, 
TOl.  2,  Defensive  Measures  and  Seditious  Practices. 

Seminole  War.— See  In^ex,  vol.  6. 

Senate,  convenes  at  1st  session  of  17th  Congress,  187 ;  ad- 
journs at  close  of  1st  session  of  17th  Congress,  210 ;  con- 
venes at  2d  session  of  17th  Congress,  848;  adjourns  2d 
session  of  17th  Congress,  376 ;  convenes  at  1st  session  of 
18th  Congress,  465 ;  adjourns  at  close  of  Ist  session  of 
18th  Congress,  590. 

Sergeant,  John,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  8,  216, 
417 ;  balloted  for  as  Speaker,  4 ;  on  the  Missouri  Con- 
stitution, 17 ;  on  the  position  of  Missouri,  58,  59 ;  on  tlie 


South  American  Provinces,  98 ;  relative  to  the  bank- 
rupt laws,  224;  on  the  bankrupt  bill,  233.  See  Ind&e, 
vols.  5,  6. 

Settle,  Thomas,  Representative  from  North  Carolina,  49. 
See  Index,  vol,  6. 

Sbtmotte,  Hobatio,  Senator  from  Yermont,  187,  848,  465. 

Shannon,  G-eobgb,  case  of,  180. 

Shaepe,  Pbtee,  Representative  from  New  York,  592 ;  on 
roads  In  Florida,  612. 

Shawe,  Heney,  Eepresentative  from  Massachusetts,  8. 

SiBLET,  Jonas,  Representative  from  Massachusetts,  592. 

Sibley,  Solomon,  Delegate  from  Michigan,  216,  379;  on 
American  captives  among  the  Indians,  379;  on  the 
road  from  Ohio  to  Michigan,  414,  417. 

SiLBBEE,  Nathaniel,  Eepresentative  from  Massachusetts 
9 ;  on  bank  notes  in  payment  of  duties,  53.  See  Index 
vol.  6. 

Simkins,  £lpb£d,  Eepresentative  from  South  Carolina,  8. 
See  Index,  vol,  6. 

Shm^,  action  of  Indiana. — See  Index,  voL  4;  do.  Deport- 
ed, see  Index,  vol.  6. 

Slaves,  Fugitive. — In  the  House,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
surrender  of  persons  held  to  labor  on  their  escape,  296; 
power  should  be  limited  to  Judges  of  Courts  of  Record, 
296;  loss  of  some  districts  by  runaways,  296;  moved 
to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause,  296 ;  does  the  bill  con- 
tain any  necessary  provisions  beyond  those  already  ex- 
isting ?  296 ;  committee  rise,  297 ;  motion  to  strike  out 
the  enacting  clause  moved  and  carried,  808 ;  bill  reported, 
817.  See  Index,  vols.  5,  6.  Do.  ImportaMon  of,  see 
Index,  vol.  6;  and  In^&D  vol.  8,  DvMee  on  Imports.  Do. 
Indemm;^  for^  see  Index,  voL  6.  Migration  of,  see 
Index,  vol.  6.  Petitions,  see  Index,  vols.  1, 8, 4, 5. 

Slave  Trade  and  .EmoTicipaiion.'—ln  the  House,  resolutions 
offered  relative  to,  122 ;  they  may  be  the  means  of 
closing  forever  the  growing  controversy  between  the 
North  and  Soutii,  122 ;  five  hundred  millioiiB  of  acres  of 
land  contemplated  to  be  devoted  as  a  fund  for  emanci- 
pation, 122;  practical  operation  of  this  fund,  122;  the 
original  plan  of  Las  Casas,  123 ;  note,  123 ;  tiie  resolu- 
tions, 123 ;  laid  on  the  table,  123. 

Suppression  of. — In  the  House,  a  resolution  relative 
to  opening  negotiations  with  European  Governments 
respecting  the  effectual  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade, 
455 ;  this  commerce  has  been  declared  the  disgrace  of 
Europe  and  the  scourge  of  Africa,  456 ;  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  proMbited  it  as  soon  as  it  acquired 
constitutional  power  to  do  so,  456;  unquestionable  evi- 
dence of  the  deplorable  extent  to  which,  those  horrible 
cargoes  are  smuggled  into  the  Southern  States,  456;  the 
United  States  cannot  be  insensible  of  the  danger  of  in- 
undating witli  new  floods  of  black,  population  their 
territory,  457 ;  all  means  hitherto  employed  have  failed, 
457 ;  the  remedy  proposed,  457 ;  let  this  slave  trade  he 
denounced  as  piracy  under  the  law  of  nations,  457; 
technical  objections  have  been  urged  against  the  le^l 
accuracy  of  the  application  of  the  term  piracy,  457 ;  it  is 
nothing  on  the  high  seas  without  a  lawful  commission 
from  any  authority,  457;  the  present  period  is  most 
auspicious  for  the  success  of  the  experiment  recom- 
mended, 457 ;  amendment  offered  "  that  we  agree  to  a 
qualified  right  of  search,"  459 ;  eighty  thousand  Africans 
are  annually  victimized  to  bondage,  459 ;  extracts  from 
the  Edinburgh  Review,  459 ;  amendment  rejected,  459 ; 
resolution  agreed  to,  459.    See  Index,  vol.  2. 

Slave  TraffiQ  in  the  District  of  Columbia.— See  Indm, 
vol.  5. 

Slavery,  resohiUons  relatvoe  to,  in  new  States. — See  Index, 
vols.  8  and  6 ;  and  Index,  vol.  2,  Te-rritories. 

Sla^e  Trade,  Africom. — See  Index,  vol.  6. 
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SiOAK,  John,  EepresentatiTe  from  Ohio,  8,  216,  877,  592. 

See  iTidex^  voL  6. 
Slocum,  Jesse,  Eepresentative  from  North  Carolina,  3 ;  de- 
cease 0^  51.  See  Index,  toI.  6. 
Sloops  of  ITar.-In  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  build- 
ing of  an  additional  number  of  sloops  of  war  considered, 
491 ;  this  class  of  the  greatest  use  both  in  peace  and  war, 
491 ;  by  passing  this  act  Congress  would  only  restore  the 
former  number  of  sloops  of  war,  491  \  the  navy  about  to 
be  increased  beyond  what  circumstances  require,  491; 
letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  read,  491 ;  regard 
should  be  had  to  the  finances  of  the  country,  492 ;  post- 
poned, 492;  farther  debate,  494;  question  on  filUng  the 
blank  for  the  appropriation,  with  $425,000  annually  for 
two  years,  504;  in  1S16  a  million  dollars  was  appropri- 
ated, 505;  is  the  increase  of  the  navy  less  desirable  than 
at  that  time  ?  505 ;  objections  which  have  been  urged,  505 ; 
the  history  of  nations  will  show  that  their  freedom  had 
done  more  towards  their  success  than  any  thing  else, 
606;  how  long  we  shall  continue  a  commercial  nation 
we  cannot  tell,  506:  it  is  said  that  our  extensive  sea- 
coasts  require  a  navy,  506;  no  navy  can  supersede  the 
necessity  of  an  army,  SOT ;  economy  has  been  spoken  of 
every  year,  yet  every  year  we  spend  more  and  more, 
507 ;  the  only  objection  seems  to  be  to  the  amount  of 
the  appropriation,  507;  no  necessity  for  building  so 
many  vessels  immediately,  507 ;  amount  reduced,  508; 
bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  508. 
Smith,  Aethue,  Eepresentative  from  Virginia,  216,  377,  592. 
Smith,  Ballaed,  Eepresentative  from  Virginia,  8.  See  In- 
dex^ vols.  5,  6. 
Smith,  Beenaed,  Eepresentative  from  ^ew  Jersey,  3.    See 

Index,  voL  6. 
Smith,  James  S.,  Eepresentative  from  North  Carolina,  8. 

See  Index,  vol.  6. 
Smith,  Jolvrh,  the  case  of. — See  Indesa,  vol.  3. 
Smith,  John  Speed,  Eepresentative  from  Kentucky,  216, 

878. 
Smith,  Samuel,  Eepresentative  from  Maryland,  3,  216,  377; 
balloted  for  as  Speaker,  4 ;  on  bank  notes  in  payment 
of  duties,  52 ;  on  the  amendment  of  the  Journal,  62 ;  on 
the  appropriation  relative  to  Missouri,  92,  98;  on  the 
South  American  Provinces,  98 ;  on  expenditure  of  the 
Indian  Department,  229,  280 ;   on  the  suppression  of 
piracy,  244,  385 ;  on  military  appropriations,  258, 255, 256, 
885,  336 ;  on  the  appropriation  for  a  Minister  to  Portu- 
gal, 322,  828;  on  the  appropriation  bill,  824;  Senator 
from  Maryland,  856,  465 ;  resigns  his  seat  in  the  House, 
389 ;   on  building  sloops  of  war,  492,  494 ;  on  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution,  519,  531.    See  Indeas,  \ols.  2, 
8,  4,  5,  6. 
Smith,  William,  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  137,  848;  on 
the  adjournment  of  the  session,  169, 170;  on  the  Indian 
trade,  188.    See  Indeoi,  vols.  5,  6. 
Smith,  "William,  Eepresentative  from  Virginia,  216, 3T8, 592. 
SmaUArnied  Vessela. — See  Index,  voL  5. 
Smtth,  Albxandee,  Eepresentative  from  Virginia,  8,  216, 
877,  592 ;  on  the  Missouri  Constitution,  29 ;  on  the  bank- 
rupt bill,  239 ;  on  military  appropriations,  336 ;  on  the 
suppression  of  piracy,  386 ;  on  the  suppression  of  public 
documents,  437;  on  the  Greek  cause,  659.    See  Index^ 
vol.  6. 
Soldiers  of  the  Bevohttion. — See  Index,  vols.  3,  6. 
Soitthaed,  Heney,  Eepresentative  from  New  Jersey,  4 ;  on 
bank  notes  in  payment  of  duties,  52.    See  Index,  vols,  2, 
8,  4,  5,  6. 
SouTHAED,  Samitbl  L,,  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  137,  353. 
SpAiGHT,  EicHABD  D.,  Eepresontative  from  North  Carolina, 
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SpoMt,  BaMJlcation  of  the  Treai^  of  1819  with^  126. 
So^Uh  ATnerican  States, — In  the  House,  a  resolation  to  ap- 


propriate an  outfit  for  a  Minister  to  any  Independent 
South  American  State,  93 ;  the  adoption  of  the  propo- 
sition inexpedient  at  this  time,  93 ;  recognition  of  South 
American  Independence  urged,  93 ;  resolution  lost,  94, 

Eesolution  of  sympathy  in  their  struggle  and  relative 
to  a  recognition  of  their  independence  oflFered,  95 ;  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table  made  and  lost,  95 ;  it  proposes  to 
make  needless  professions,  95 ;  on  encroachment  on  the 
power  of  the  Executive,  96;  it  is  a  fair  exercise  of  the 
undoubted  rights  of  the  House,  96;  the  resolution  su- 
pererogatory, If  not  of  injurious  tendency,  96;  indefinite 
postponement  moved,  96 ;  true  policy  of  the  country  to 
stand  aloof  from  this  conflict  as  the  powers  of  Europe 
more  deeply  interestid  had  done,  96;  we  should  not 
hesitate  to  throw  our  weight  in  the  scale  of  liberty,  96 ; 
doubtful  if  a  President  could  recogni2e  the  independence 
of  a  foreign  power  without  the  consent  of  this  House, 
96 ;  the  relative  situation  of  Spain  and  her  colonies  is 
now  different  from  what  it  was  two  or  three  years  ago, 
97 ;  if  any  thing  was  done  on  this  subject  it  should  be  by 
all  branches  of  the  Government,  97 ;  farther  debate,  98  ; 
resolution  agreed  to,  99 ;  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  present  to  the  President  the  resolution  rebi- 
tive  to  the  South  American  Eepublics,  124 ;  message 
from  the  President  relative  to  the  South  American 
States,  171 ;  message  relative  to,  275  ;  report  from  Secre- 
tary of  State,  276. 

In  the  Senate. — A  bill  making  appropriations  to  defray 
the  expense  of  missions  to  the  independent  nations  of 
the  American  continent  considered,  204;  amendment 
moved  and  lost,  205 ;  amendment  moved  that  the  Presi- 
dent should  not  appoint  any  minister,  but  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  205 ;  provided  for  by  the 
constitution,  205 ;  the  appointment  can  be  made  in  the 
recess,  205 ;  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  205. 

In  the  House. — Eeport  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Afihirs  relative  to  the  independence  of  the  South  Amer- 
ican Provinces,  237 ;  report  of  the  committee  in  favor 
of  recognizing  the  independence  of  South  American 
Governments  considered,  297;  a  great  political  event 
just  struggling  into  birth,  297 ;  all  the  Spanish  nations 
of  America  are  free,  29S ;  the  nations  of  America  had 
suffered  more  from  the  severity  of  commercial  interdic- 
tions and  colonial  monopoly  than  they  had  from  the 
cruelty  of  arbitrary  power,  298 ;  what  is  the  American 
system  ?  298 ;  it  is  free  government  and  free  trade,  299 ; 
the  great  interests  of  the  West  India  islands  are  in  uni- 
son with  the  interests  of  the  continent,  299 ;  no  reason 
for  delay,  if  we  consider  this  subject  in  reference  to  our- 
selves and  our  foreign  and  domestic  relations,  299 ;  some 
hold  that  nations  whose  political  opinions  and  principles 
have  been  formed  in  the  school  of  despotism  must  un- 
dergo long  probationary  periods,  300 ;  it  was  the  will  of 
Providence  that  this  continent  should  be  the  arena  of 
successive  revolutions,  300 ;  if  experience  and  long  suf- 
fering can  create  the  Ihculties  of  self-government,  then 
the  people  of  America  are  prepared  to  manage  their  own 
affairs,  801. 

If  ever  there  was  an  occasion  that  justified  a  revolu- 
tion, this  was  one,  301 ;  the  eyes  of  a  jealous  and  suspi- 
cious Government  constantly  watched  the  industry  of 
the  colonist,  301 ;  the  policy  of  Spain  repressed  the  ad- 
vancement of  knowledge  in  her  eolonios,  802;  oppres- 
sion did  not  fall  eqnally  upon  all,  302 ;  Buenos  Ayres  has 
triumphed  over  the  repeated  and  formidable  efforts  of 
the  mother  country,  302 ;  utter  inability  of  Spain  to  re- 
cover her  possession  of  these  countries,  803 ;  resources 
of  those  States,  308 ;.  some  have  supposed  their  indepen- 
dence would  injure  the  United  States,  804;  no  measure 
short  of  a  full  recognition  of  unconditional  independence 
could  have  the  efiectSy  304;  report  ^reed  to^  305 ;  letter 
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to  the  Speaker,  809;  motion  to  enter  on  the  Journal 
lost,  809 ;  moved  to  reconsldor  the  vote,  819 ;  a  danger- 
ous precedent,  819;  carried,  819;  declaration  of  tho 
znomber,  820. 

Resolution  of  Inquiry  relative  to  the  determination  of 
European  Governments  to  assist  Spain  to  recover  her 
colonies,  604;  character  of  the  President's  Message,  605; 
impressions  of  the  President,  605;  resolution  agreed  to, 
606.  See  Ind&o^  vol.  6,  SpatUah  American  Oolomes. 
Sparks,  Jaeeo,  elected  Chaplain  of  the  House,  318. 

Specie  Faymenta. — See  Ind&x,^  vol.  5. 

Specie^  transportation  of  in  public  vessels. — In  the  Senate, 
a  bill  respecting  the  transportation  of  specie,  &c..  In  pub- 
lic vessels,  considered,  515;  origin  of  the  permission, 
515;  no  regulation  on  the  subject,  515;  this  bill  regu- 
lates the  maximum  of  fireight,  515 ;  further  remarks, 
516;  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  516. 

Spehtok,  Johit  S.,  Representative  fl'om  Maryland,  598. 

SpEKOEB,  EuJAH,  Representative  from  New  Tork,  216, 
882. 

Stahdxfeb,  James,  Representative  from  Tennessee,  592. 

State  Balances. — See  Indeaj^  vol.  2. 

Statjghton,  Rev.  Dr.,  elected  Chaplain  of  the  Senate,  472. 

Stattguton,  William,  elected  Chaplain  to  the  House,  599. 

Bt.  Claib,  General,  petition  of  the  daughter  of,  598. 

St.  Domingo,  message  on  the  political  and  commercial  state 
of,  871.    See  Index,  vol.  2. 

Stephenson,  Jambs,  Representative  from  Virginia,  877,592. 

Steeling,  Ansel,  Representative  from  Connecticut,  877, 592. 

Stebling,  MiOAn,  Representative  from  New  York,  877 ;  on 
the  suppression  of  pubhc  documents,  431, 489. 

Stewaet,  Ahdeew,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania,  216, 
8T8,  598 ;  on  transactions  in  Florida,  260 ;  on  the  appro- 
priation bill,  825;  on  internal  improvements,  447. 

Stevens,  Jambs,  Representative  from  Connecticut,  8 ;  on 
the  South  American  Provinces,  97.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Stevenson,  Andeew,  Representative  from  Virginia,  216, 
877,  592;  on  the  Indian  Department,  231 ;  on  relief  of 
Sarah  Perry,  623 ;  on  the  decease  of  W.  L.  Ball,  674 

Stocks,  exchange  of,  bill  considered,  286. 

Stoddard,  Ebbnezee,  Representative  from  Connecticut, 
877,  592. 

Stokes,  Montfoet,  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  187,  856. 

Stoppage  ofpa/y  to  defaulter's,  debate  on,  198. 

Stobes,  Hbnet  R.,  Representative  from  New  York,  8,  592; 
on  the  Missouri  Constitution,  24 ;  on  bank  notes  in  pay- 
ment of  duties,  51 ;  on  the  resolution  relative  to  Mis- 
souri, 60 ;  on  the  amendment  of  the  Journal,  67,  68 ; 
relative  to  Missouri,  86 ;  on  the  admission  of  Missouri, 
106 ;  on  the  case  of  Mr.  Bailey,  692.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Bteeet,  Randall  S.,  Representative  from  New  York,  8. 
See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Steong,  James,  Representative  from  New  York,  8,  692. 
See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Steong,  William,  Representative  from  Vermont,  8 ;  on  the 
Missouri  Constitution,  31.    See  Index,  voL  6. 

Suability  of  States.— See  Index,  vol.  2. 

Suff&r&ra  in  War.— See  Index^  vol.  6. 

Suga/r.—See  Index,  vols.  6  and  7,  Duties  on  Imports. 

Sunday  Mails.— In  the  House,  a  resolution  of  inquiry  into 
the  expediency  of  preventing  the  carriage  of  the  mails 
on  Sunday,  269 ;  House  refused  to  consider  it,  269.  See 
Index,  vol.  5. 

Suppression  ofPubUc  Docwnents.-'L&ttQr  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  458 ;  report  on  the,  454.  See  PubUa 
Docv/m&nts. 

Surveyors  O&neral,  bill  relative  to,  224 

Swan,  Samuel,  Representative  from  New  Jersey,  216,  877, 
592. 

awBAEiNGEN,  Thomas  V.,  Representative  from  Virginia,  3, 
216.    See  Index,  vol  6,  Yam,  Swearing&n, 


Btmmeb,  John  Cleves,  petition  of,  171 ;  theory,  petition  re- 
specting, 421. 


Tait,  Judge,  charges  against. — In  the  House,  a  letter  pre- 
sented preferring  charges  against  Charles  Tait,  Judge  iu 
Alabama,  411;  papers  should  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  before  printing,  411 ;  a  similar 
communication  was  presented  at  the  last  session,  and 
the  writer  was  regarded  as  a  madman,  411 ;  inquiry  will 
result  in  a  clear  acquittal  of  the  judge,  411 ;  the  author  of 
the  memorial,  411 ;  nothing  in  the  petition  or  documents 
to  induce  the  committee  to  investigate  the  case,  412; 
referred,  412;  report  of  committee,  422. 

Talbot,  Ibham,  Senator  from  Kentucky,  188,  348, 465 ;  on  a 
drawback  on  cordage,  191;  on  striking  out  the  duty  on 
hemp,  671.    See  Index,  vols.  5,  6. 

Tathall,  Edwaed  F.,  Representative  from  Georgia,  216, 
377 ;  on  the  ^reement  between  Georgia  and  the  United 
States,  391 ;  on  i^e  suppression  of  public  documents, 
438. 

TaHJ!,  report  on  the  effect  ot,  694:.— See  DuHea  on  Imports. 

Taeb,  Chbistian,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania,  4 
See  Index,  voL  6. 

Taxes  Direct.—See  In^ex,  vols.  2, 5,  6.  Do.  War.—See  M- 
dex,  voL  6. 

Tatloe,  John,  Senator  from  Virginia,  348,  507;  on  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution,  528,  537 ;  on  claims  against 
the  United  States,  560 ;  on  striking  out  the  duty  on  hemp, 
570 ;  on  the  duty  on  cottons,  576. 

Tatlob,  John  W.,  Representative  from  New  York,  8, 216, 
877,592;  balloted  for  as  Speaker,  4;  elected  Speaker,  5; 
speech,  5 ;  address  on  the  vote  of  thirnks,  18J ;  on  the 
suppression  of  piracy,  385 ;  on  the  decease  of  William 
Lowndes,  420 ;  on  costs  in  suits  by  patentees,  607 ;  ox 
contingencies,  700.— ^ee  Index,  vols.  5,  6. 

Tatlob,  William,  Senator  from  Indiana,  137,  848,  465. 

Ten  Etck,  Egbeet,  Representative  from  New  York,  692. 

Tennessee,  admission  of. — jSee  Ind&B,  vol.  1. 

Territorial  Go^emm&nts.^See  Index,  voL  4 

Territories.— See  Index,  vols.  1,  2,  3, 4,  6. 

Test,  John,  Representative  from  Indiana,  592. 

Thomas,  Jesse  B.,  Senator  from  Illinois,  187,  353,  465. 

Thompson,  Philip,  Representative  from  Kentucky,  692. 

Thompson,  Smith,  letter  as  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  880. 

Thompboit,  Wiley,  Representative  from  Georgia,  216,  877, 
592. 

Title  of  President.— See  Index,  vol.  1. 

Tod,  John,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania,  216, 877, 592; 
on  expenditure  of  the  Indian  department,  228 ;  on  the 
tariff  bill,  666,  781 ;  on  the  duty  on  woollens,  675, 676, 679 ; 
on  the  duty  on  tallow,  698 ;    on  iron,  725. 

Tomlinson,  Gideon,  Representative  from  Connecticut,  3, 
215, 877, 592 ;  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Thirteen, 
100 ;  on  the  duty  on  molasses,  703.    See  Index,  voL  6. 

Tompkins,  Caleb,  Representative  from  New  York,  8. 

Tompkins,  Daniel  D.,  presides  in  the  Senate,  144,  348;  let- 
ter to  the  Senate,  158;  bill  for  the  relief  of,  474 

Accounts  of. — In  the  House,  a  bill  appropriating  a 
certain  sum  of  money  for  the  relief  01^696;  moved  to 
strike  out  the  enacting  clause,  596 ;  report  of  last  session, 
596 ;  must  be  convinced  that  the  money  is  due,  596 ;  law 
of  the  last  session  directing  the  accounts  to  be  adjusted 
on  the  principles  of  justice  and  equity,  696;  they  have 
been  scrutinized  by  the  accounting  officer,  596  ;  the 
amount  is  clearly  due  by  the  decision  of  all  branches  of 
the  Government,  597 ;  this  is  not  the  case  of  an  indi- 
vidual asking  of  the  House  a  gratuity,  or  an  unauthorized 
allowance,  but  asking  to  do  what  Congress  was  pledged 
to  do,  597 ;  the  act  of  last  session,  597 ;  if  the  claimant 
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were  the  most  obscure  pereon  in  society  tlie  Honse  is 
bound  to  pass  the  bill,  598 ;  a  dangerous  entering  wedge, 
598 ;  the  accounts  had  been  credited,  but  there  was  no 
appropriation  to  pay  them,  598;  motion  to  strike  out  the 
enacting  clause  lost,  599 ;  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
599 ;  message  on  the  accounts  o^  704 ;  report  on  the 
claim  of,  759 ;  claim  o^  759. 

Torpedo  Experiments.— See  Index,  vol.  4. 

Teaot,  Albbet  H.,  Eepresentative  from  New  Tork,  3,  216, 
877,  599 ;  on  the  election  of  President,  &c.,  115 ;  on  the 
BQppression  of  piracy,  246 ;  on  military  appropriations, 
836 ;  on  the  suppression  of  public  documents,  439 ;  on 
the  duty  on  woollens,  675-— ^ee  Index,  vol.  6. 

Treason  and  Sediidon  defined. — See  Index,  voL  2. 

TVeaaoTt,  pwnishanent  of. — See  Index,  voL  5. 

Treasury  Hotes. — See  Index,  voL  6. 

Treasury,  report  of  the  Secretary  of,  9,  71,  218,  408,  609. 

Treasuj'y. — See  Index,  vols.  1  and  6. 

Treaty  wUh  Great  Brita^n.—See  Index,  voL  1. 

Treaiy-maJcing  Power. — See  Index,  vols.  1  and  5. 

Treaty  with  Spain. — See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Tbimblb,  David,  Representative  from  Kentucky,  3,  216,  377, 
592;  on  bank  notes  in  payment  of  duties,  58;  on  the 
amendment  of  the  journal,  64;  on  the  appropriation  re- 
lative to  Missouri,  93;  on  the  election  of  President  and 
Vice-President,  113 ;  relative  to  the  suppression  of  pi- 
racy, 245,  889 ;  on  military  appropriations,  255 ;  on  trans- 
actions in  Florida,  258 ;  on  the  South  Americaa  Govern- 
ments, 297 ;  on  decisions  of  Supreme  Court,  596 ;  on  the 
accounts  of  Tompkins,  598 ;  on  roads  in  Florida,  612 ;  on 
road  from  Memphis  to  Little  Bock,  616 ;  on  a  monu- 
ment to  "Washington,  641.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 

TEmBLB,  WiLUAii  A.,  Senator  from  Ohio  144;  decease  o^ 
220. 

Trxtueull's  Paintings,  resolution  relative  to,  296,  317. 

TtrcKEE,  G-EOEGE,  Eeprescntative  from  Virginia,  3,  216,  377, 
592;  on  the  exchange  of  certain  stocks,  316;  on  the  oc- 
cupation of  the  Columbia  Elver,  404 ;  on  the  claim  of 
Beaumarchais,  605.    See  Index,  vol.  5. 

TirCKEE,  Steeling,  Eepresentative  from  Ohio,  8,  216,  377, 
592;  on  postponing  ths  tariff  bill,  760.  See  Index, 
vol.  6. 

Two  Thirds  Vote.— See  Index,  voL  3. 

Ttiee,  John,  Eepresentative  from  Virginia,  7;  relative  to 
the  admission  of  Missouri,  90 ;  on  the  appropriation  rel- 
ative to  Missouri,  93 ;  on  the  South  American  Prov- 
inces, 96. 

Tyson,  Jacob,  Eepresentative  from  New  Tork,  592. 


Udeee,  Daniel,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  61,  502. 
Union,  dissolution  of,  see  Index,  vol.  4 
VhseUled  h(ikunc6.—See  Index,  voL  5. 
TJpHAw,  Nathaniel,  Eepresentative  from  New  Hampshire, 
S,  215,  877.    See  Index,  voL  6. 


Vaccination.— Id.  the  House,  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Na- 
tional Vaccine  Institution,  on  its  passage,  8;  recommit- 
ment moved,  in  order  to  locate  it  in  the  Di^ict  of  Co- 
lumbia, 8 ;  power  of  Congress  to  establish  corporations 
over  the  country  doubted,  8 ;  no  nnconstitntionaJ  feature 
in  the  bill,  8;  object  innocent  and  laudable,  8;  object  to 
establish  an  institution  by  subscription,  whence  should 
issue  vaccine  matter  to  the  towns  and  counties  which 
subscribe,  8 ;  these  subscriptions  now  in  an  agenfs  hand, 
and  the  object  to  place  them  where  they  will  be  eafe,  8; 


unnecessary  to  limit  by  words  in  the  bill  what  is  already 
limited  by  the  constitution,  8 ;  the  question  of  the  power 
of  Congress  within  and  without  the  District,  8 ;  if  the 
biU  is  recommitted  it  will  drop  for  the  rest  of  the  ses- 
sion, 9;  bill  passed,  9;  vote  on  in  the  Senate,  206;  let- 
ter from  the  agent,  244;  report  on,  256,  675. 
Van  Bueen,  Maetin,  Senator  from  New  York,  137,  348, 
465;  on  the  Indian  trade,  188;  on  stopping  pay  to  cer- 
tain officers,  191 ;  reports  relative  to  the  New  England 
Mississippi  Land  Company,  361 ;  oflFers  a  resolution  for 
an  amendment  of  the  constitution,  4T4 ;  the  amendment 
to  the  constitution,  490;  on  amendments  to  the  consti- 
tution, 519;  on  striking  out  the  duty  on  hemp,  570. 
Vance,  Joseph,  Eepresentatve  from  Ohio,  216,  377,  592;  on 
the  road  through  the  black  swamp  in  Ohio,  407;  on 
Canadian  refugees,  411 ;  on  the  road  from  Ohio  to  Michi- 
gan, 414;  on  the  appropriation  bill,  706.. 

Vance,  Eobeet  B.,  Eepresentative  from  North  Carolina, 
592. 

VanDtee,  Nicholas,  Senator  from  Delaware,  144,  348, 
487;  on  the  adjournment  of  the  session,  169;  reports  on 
the  Carver  grant,  358.    See  Index,  voL  6. 

Van  Eensselaee,  Solomon,  Eepresentative  from  New 
York,  3,  216.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Van  Eensselaee,  Stephen,  Eepresentative  from  New 
York,  279,  877,  592,  ^ 

Van  "Wtck,  TTilliam  W.,  Eepresentative  from  New  York, 
216,  377,  592 ;  on  military  appropriations,  269. 

Vessels,  registering  and  clearing,  see  Index,  voL  1. 

Feto  Message  of  Cumberland  road  bill,  343. 

Vice  amd  Rear  Admirals.— See  Index,  vol.  5. 

VidaVs  Heirs,  the  case  o^  273. 

Villiees,  Maecos  be,  petition  of,  161. 

Vine  and  Olive,  encouragement  of  the  cultivation  of  by  an 
appropriation  of  land,  considered,  335. 

Vinton,  Samtjbl  F.,  Eepresentative  from  Ohio,  592. 

Virginia  Military  Land  Claim. — See  Index,  vols.  4,  5. 

Virginia  Land  Warrants. — In  the  Senate,  a  resolution 
submitted  to  inquire  into  the  location  of  patents  to  Eev- 
olutionary  officers  in  the  reservations  of  Kentucky  ^id 
Ohio,  155;  conditions  of  the  Virginia  cession  in  1784, 
155 ;  proceedings  by  holders  of  soldiers'  warrants,  and 
of  Congress  and  Yirginia,  155;  object  of  the  resolution 
is  to  ascertain  whether  the  contract  between  Virginia 
and  the  United  States  had  been  fairly  executed,  155;  it 
had  taken  more  land  to  satisfy  these  warrants  than  had 
ever  been  anticipated,  155 ;  with  proper  information  it 
can  be  easily  ascertained  whether  fraud  has  been  com- 
mitted or  injustice  practised,  155;  debate  on,  446. 

Vote  of  a  State  for  President  received  previous  to  a  declara- 
tion of  their  admission,  see  Missouri. 

Vote  of  Approbation. — See  Index,  vol.  4. 

Votes  for  President  and  Vice-President,  counting  and  debate 
on,  116. 
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Waxkee,  Felix,  Eepresentative  from  North  Carolina,  3, 
223,377;  on  the  South  American  Provinces,  96.  See 
Index,  voL  6. 

"Walkee,  John  "W.,  Senator  from  Alabama,  143.  See  Index, 
vol.  6. 

"Wallace,  James  M.,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  3, 
See  Index,  vols.  5,  6. 

"Walwoets,  Eetjben  H.,  Eepresentative  from  New  York, 
216,377;  on  the  Indian  department,  230;  on  transac- 
tions in  Florida,  259;  on  Canadian  refugees,  410. 

War,  declaration  of  against  Great  Britain,  see  Index, 
VOL  4.  V 

War,  conduct  of  the.^See  Indent,  vol.  5. 
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Wabe,  NionoLAB,  Senator  from  Georgia,  143,  858,  489. 

Waefield,  Henet  E.,  RepreacntaUve  from  Maryland,  8, 
216,  877,  698;  on  the  amendment  of  the  Journal,  62,  67; 
relative  to  the  Indian  department,  225 ;  on  resolationp 
respecting  Lafayette,  650;  on  the  appropriation  bill, 
707.    See  Jndeic,  vol.  6. 

WasJdngton^  a  Monum&nt  to.—ln  tlio  House,  a  resolution 
of  inquiry  how  the  act  of  1799  may  be  best  accomplish- 
ed, considered,  639 ;  previous  proceedings  of  Congress, 
689 ;  difficult  to  determine  whether  this  neglect  be  more 
impolitic  or  ungrateful,  639;  subjected  to  the  imputa- 
tion of  perfidy  and  ingratitude,  640 ;  we  need  no  monu- 
ments to  toll  us  that  Washington  lived,  640;  further 
debate,  641 ;  resolution  laid  on  tbe  table,  641.  See  In- 
dex^ vols.  6,  6. 

Waaliington  Oityy  capture  of,  see  Index,  vol.  5. 

"Watson,  Lieut.,  petition  of  parents  of,  585. 

Wayne,  Ibaao,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania,  592. 

Webstee,  Daniel,  Representative  from  Massachusetts, 
592 ;  on  a  commissioner  to  Greece,  594 ;  on  costs  in  suits 
by  patentees,  606,  613 ;  on  an  agent  to  Greece,  608 ;  on 
the  Greek  cause,  641 ;  on  the  duty  on  tallow,  697,  698. 
See  Index^  vol.  5, 

Weights  and  Measures,  report  on,  277. 

Wendovee,  Peteb  H.,  Representative  from  New  York,  8. 
,       See  Index,  vols.  5,  6. 

Western  Armory. — In  the  House,  a  resolution  to  establish, 
considered,  426;  the  military  committee  divided  on  the 
subject,  426;  a  measure  of  peculiar  interest  to  the  west- 
ern country,  426;  how  do  tbe  facts  stand?  426;  the 
scene  wbich  occurred  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi, 
of  citizens  marching  to  meet  the  enemy  without  arms 
in  their  hands,  426 ;  millions  on  millions  are  expended 
on  public  establishments  on  this  side  the  mountains, 
but  nothing  on  the  other,  426 ;  shall  we  again  place  our- 
selves in  the  situation  we  were  in  during  the  late  war? 
626;  discussion  postponed,  627. 

West  Point  Academy.— la  the  House,  a  resolution  of  inqui- 
ry offered,  11 ;  mistake  to  suppose  the  teachers  and  ca- 
dets are  clothed  at  the  expense  of  Government,  11 ;  the 
report  states  an  item  for  clothing,  13 ;  a  part  of  the  corps 
of  engineers  are  regularly  enlisted,  as  other  soldiers,  12 ; 
resolution  modified,  12. 

West  Point  Cadets.— See  Index,  vol.  6. 

West  Indies,  British,  bill  relative  to  trade  with,  206. 

WHBELWEiGnT,  JoHN,  application  for  a  divorce,  370. 

Whipple,  Thomas,  Jr.,  Representative  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, 215,  877,  591 ;  on  contingencies,  700. 

White,  Alexandee  A.,  petition  of,  488. 

"White,  David,  Representative  from  Kentucky,  592. 

White,  Phineas,  Representative  from  Vermont,  215,  8T7 ; 
on  appropriation  for  the  Cumberland  road,  442. 

Whitman,  Ezekiel,  Representative  from  Maine,  216;  re- 
ports on  gold  coin,  87 ;  on  the  affairs  in  Florida,  221, 222 ; 
relative  to  the  bankrupt  laws,  224;  on  the  transactions 
in  Florida,  264.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Whitman,  Lemuel,  Representative  from  Connecticut,  592. 

WhiPney's  Patent  Bight,— See  Index,  vol.  4. 

Whittlesey,  Elisha,  Representative  from  Ohio,  592, 

Widows  and  Orphans,  pensions  to,  see  Index,  vol.  6. 

WiOKLiTTE,  Charles  A.,  Representative  from  Kentucky, 
592 ;  on  relief  of  Sarah  Perry,  621 ;  on  the  Tariff  bill, 
668. 

"Wilkinson,  Gen.,  conduct  of,  see  Index,  vol.  3. 

Williams,  Isaac,  Representative  from  New  York,  692. 
S&e  Index,  vols.  6,  6. 

Williams,  Jabed,  Representative  from  Virginia,  8, 216, 377, 
592.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Williams,  John,  Senator  from  Tennessee,  187,  848 ;  on  the 


bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Purdy,  856.  See  Index, 
vols.  6,  6. 

Williams,  Lewis,  Representative  ft*om  North  Carolina,  3, 
216,877,  592;  on  military  appropriations,  254;  relative 
to  charges  against  Judge  Tait,  411.   See  Index-,  vols.  5, 6. 

Williams,  Thomas  H.,  Senator  from  Mississippi,  348.  See 
Index,  vol.  6. 

Williamson,  William  D.,  Representative  from  Maine,  221, 
877;  on  the  appropriation  bill,  328. 

Wilson,  Heney,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania,  600. 

Wilson,  Isaac,  Representative  from  New  York,  592. 

Wilson,  James,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania,  592. 

Wilson,  John,  Representative  from  South  Carolina,  216, 
877,  592. 

Wilson,  William,  Representative  from  Ohio,  592. 

Witnesses,  payment  of  in  impeachment  cases,  see  Index, 
vol.  8. 

Wood,  Silas,  Representative  from  New  York,  8,  216, 877, 
592 ;  relative  to  the  South  American  Provinces,  95 ;  on 
the  appropriation  bill,  331.    See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Woodcock,  David,  Representative  from  New  York,  216, 
877. 

WooDB,  William,  Representative  from  New  York,  592. 

Woodson,  Samuel  H.,  Representative  from  Kentucky,  216, 
877 ;  on  the  exchange  of  certain  stocks,  814. 

WoosTEB,  General,  resolution  for  a  monument  to,  282 ;  mes- 
,  sage  relative  to  a  monument  to,  684. 

WoEMAN,  Lijdwig,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania,  216. 

Weight,  Robebt,  Representative  from  Maryland,  216,  877; 
on  transactions  In  Florida,  259,  265 ;  on  the  proposed 
adjournment,  267;  on  Sunday  mails,  269;  on  the  sur- 
render of  fugitive  slaves,  296 ;  on  hostile  expeditions, 
884  ;  on  the  occupation  of  the  Columbia  river,  899;  on 
charges  against  Judge  Tait,  412 ;  on  the  suppression  of 
public  documents,  438 ;  on  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade,  458. 

Weight,  John  C,  Representative  from  Ohio,  592. 


Yaeoo  Claims. — See  Ind&sn^  vol.  5. 

Yeas  and  Nays.—ln  the  Senate,  on  the  Government  of 
Florida,  171 ;  n-oie,  171 ;  relative  to  the  bill  to  amend 
the  charter  of  the  U.  S.  Bank,  173 ;  on  Maison  Rouge's 
claim,  189 ;  on  stopping  pay  to  certain  officers,  197, 198. 
201;  on  the  vaccination  bill,  206;  relative  to  diplomatic- 
intercourse  with  the  South  American  States,  205 ;  on 
the  appointment  of  Nathan  Towson,  212 ;  on  the  ap- 
pointment of  James  Gadsden,  212 ;  on  the  appointment 
of  Alexander  Macomb,  212;  on  the  appointment  of  Heniy 
Atkinson,  213,  214;  on  the  petition  of  John  Wheel- 
wright for  a  divorce,  370 ;  on  Louisiana  land  titles,  871; 
on  petition  of  Alexander  White,  489 ;  note,  489 ;  on 
building  additional  sloops  of  war,  508 ;  on  roads  in  Flor- 
ida, 510;  on  purchase  of  a  farm  near  West  Point,  515; 
on  amendments  to  the  constitution,  540 ;  on  salary  of  a 
public  agent,  542 ;  relative  to  the  bill  respecting  impris- 
onment for  debt,  562 ;  respecting  the  court  for  the  trial 
of  claims,  565 ;  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  survey  of 
roads  and  canals,  566;  on  striking  oat  the  duty  on  iron, 
669 ;  cm,  striking  out  the  duty  on  hemp,  573 ;  relative  to 
the  dwy  on  cotton,  582;  on  wool,  588;  on  silk,  584;  on 
manufactures  of  wool,  584 ;  on  duty  on  cotton  bagging, 
584;  on  worsted  goods,  585;  on  blankets,  585 ;  on  frying 
pans,  585;  relative  to  the  Indian  fur  trade,  586;  on  the 
tariff,  586;  respecting  Missouri  river,  688;  on  Tomp- 
kins' accounts,  590;  on  the  Maison  Rouge  grant,  590. 
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In  th&  House. — on  the  resolution  to  admit  Missoari, 
49 ;  on  the  resolution  relative  to  Missouri,  61 ;  on  the 
bill  for  the  reduction  of  the  army,  72,  T8 ;  relative  to  the 
South  American  Provinces,  99, 100 ;  on  the  resolution 
of  the  Committee  of  Thirteen,  194, 112 ;  on  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Joint  Committee  for  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri, 129 ;  relative  to  stoppage  of  pay  to  defaulters,  199, 
200;  on  pensions,  200 ;  on  the  bankrupt  bill,  286;  on  the 
resolutions  relative  to  the  South  American  Govern- 
monte,  805 ;  on  the  exchange  of  certain  stocks,  817 ;  on 


entering  on  the  Journal  the  declaration  of  Eobert  S. 
Garrett,  819 ;  relative  to  the  appropriation  bill,  381 ;  on 
the  vetoed  Cumberland  road  biU,  846;  on  occupation  of 
the  mouth  of  the  Columbia,  421 ;  on  the  resolution  rela- 
tive to  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  459 ;  on  bill 
respecting  surveys  for  roads  and  canals,  688 ;  on  surveys 
for  roads,  665 ;  on  duty  on  woollens,  736 ;  on  tie  duty 
on  sugar,  768;  noU,  T68;  on  the  salt  tax,  761;  on  the 
third  reading  of  the  Tariff  bill,  761. 
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A  COLLECTION  OF  SPEECHES  AND  ADDRESSES,  F0EEN8IC  AND 

PARLIAMENTARY, 

BT  THE 

WITH  BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES,  ILLISTRATIVE  NOTES,  AlVD  AS  ANALYTICAL  INBEX, 

2  Vols.  Royal  8vo.    EmbellisTied  with  14  Fine  Foriraits,  on  Steel,  of  Famous  American  Orators. 
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"  There  were  Gyants  in  those  days  .  .  .  mightie  men,  which  were  of  olde,  men  of  renowne." 

The  design  of  this  work  is  to  furnish  a  cheap,  convenient  and  popular  Li- 
brary Edition  of  the  most  celebrated  speeches  and  addresses,  forensic  and 
parliamentary,  of  the  principal  orators  and  statesmen  of  America.  It  contains 
many  which  have  never  before  been  included  in  any  collection,  and  are  not 
readily  accessible  to  the  student  or  the  general  reader.  As  far  as  attainable, 
specimens  of  the  eloquence  of  the  Continental  Congress  are  given,  illustrating 
the  principles  and  portraying  the  sufferings  of  the  men  of  the  Revolution  ;  as 
well  as  the  Debates  in  Congress,  since  the  year  1789,  under  the  present  organi- 
zation of  the  Government.  Selections  from  the  earnest  and  able  discussions  in 
the  State  Conventions,  of  the  principles  involved  in  the  adoption  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  also  form  a  portion  of  the  work. 

The  collection  includes  the  Oration  of  Samuel  Adams,  of  Massachusetts, 
delivered  at  Philadelphia  on  the  first  day  of  August,  1776,  now  for  the  first 
time  reprinted  in  America,  and  hitherto  almost  totally  unknown  ;  all  the 
speeches  of  Patrick  Henry  ;  the  Address  to  Great  Britain  of  1775,  by  Richard 
Henry  Lee,  and  that  of  1774,  by  John  Jay  ;  Judge  Drayton's  celebrated  charge 
to  the  Grand  Jury  of  Charleston,  South  CaroHna  ;  James  Wilson's  Vindication 


of  the  Colonies,  in  1775  ;  General  Joseph  Warren's  Oration  on  the  Boston 
Massacre  ;  William  Livingston's  Speech  to  the  New  Jersey  Legislature,  1777  ; 
John  Kutledge's  Speeches  to  the  South  CaroHna  Assembly,  1776-1782  ;  John 
Adams'  and  Josiah  Quincy,  Jr's  Defence  of  the  Soldiers  of  the  Boston  Mas- 
sacre ;  Washington's  Inaugural  and  Farewell  Addresses  ;  John  Dickinson's 
Speech,  in  1765,  before  the  Pennsylvania  House  of  Assembly,  and  the 
Declaration  of  Congress  on  taking  up  arms,  1775  ;  Dr.  John  Witherspoon's 
Speeches  in  in  the  Continental  Congress,  complete  ;  Doctor  David  Eamsay's 
Oration  on  the  Advantages  of  American  Independence  ;  Doctor  Benjamin 
Rush's  Address,  "  The  Revolution  is  not  over,"  1787  ;  Hamilton's  Speeches  on 
the  Federal  Constitution,  and  in  the  casfe  of  Harry  Croswell ;  Fisher  Ames  on 
the  British  Treaty,  and  other  specimens  of  his  oratory  ;  the  speech  of  R.  Y. 
Hayne,  of  South  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Webster's  celebrated  Reply,  as  weU  as 
many  others  of  that  distinguished  statesman's  forensic  and  parliamentary  efforts  ; 
Chief  Justice  Marshall  in  the  case  of  Jonathan  Robbins,  and  his  Speech  on  the 
Federal  Constitution  ;  the  best  Speeches  of  Mr.  Clay,  and  Selections  from  the 
eloq[uence  of  Red  Jacket,  Tecumseh,  and  other  Indian  orators.  Specimens  are 
also  given  of 
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Caleb  Strong, 
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GouvERNEUR  Morris 
Ruins  Kino, 
James  Hillhouse, 
James  Monroe, 
John  C.  Calhoun, 


Ueiah  Tract, 
William  Pinkney, 
Samuel  Dexter, 
James  A.  Bataed, 
E.  GooDLOB  Haepee, 
Edwaed  Livingston, 
Haebison  Geat  Otis, 
Timothy  Bigelow, 
John  C.  Spencer, 
John  Randolph, 
Joel  R.  Poinsett, 
Henry  Wheaton, 
H.  S.  Legarb, 
John  Sergeant, 
Waltee  Jones, 


Theophilus  Parsons, 
Henry  Lee, 
Albert  Gallatin, 
William  Vans  Mueeat, 
Thomas  Addis  Emmet, 
John  Quincy  Adams, 
De  Witt  Clinton, 
Andkew  Jackson, 
William  Wiet, 
Felix  Grundy, 
Chauncey  Goodrich, 
William  Lowndes, 
S.  S.  Prentiss, 
Tristam  Burgess, 
and  many  others. 
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deemed  unworthy  to  eflfect  it,  that  it  might  be  reserved  to  some  other  and  abler  hand,  to  extend 
this  blessing  over  the  community."  * 

This  was  the  last  effort  of  Mr.  Henry's  eloquence.  The  polls  were  opened  after  he  had  concluded 
this  speech,  and  he  was  elected :  but  he  never  took  his  seat.  His  health  had  been  declining  gra- 
dually for  two  years,  when,  on  the  sixth  day  of  June,  1799,  he  died,  full  of  honors— as  a  states- 
man, orator  and  patriot,  unsurpassed  and  uneelipsed. 


THE  FEDERAL  CONSTITUTION.f 


The  Preamble  and  the  two  first  sections  of 
the  first  article  of  the  Constitution  being  under 
eonsideration,  Mr.  Heury  thus  addressed  the 
convention:!: 

Me.  Oecaiemajj  :  The  public  mind,  as  well  as 
my  own,  is  extremely  uneasy  at  the  proposed 
change  of  government.  Give  me  leave  to  form 
one  of  the  number  of  those,  who  wish  to  be 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  reasons  of  this 
perilous  and  uneasy  situation,  and  why  we  are 
brought  hither  to  decide  on  this  great  national 
question.  I  consider  myself  as  the  servant  of 
the  people  of  this  commonwealth,  as  a  sentinel 
over  their  rights,  liberty,  and  happiness.  I 
represent  their  feelings  when  I  say,  that  they 
are  exceedingly  uneasy,  being  brought  from 
that  state  of  full  security,  which  they  enjoy,  to 


*  Experience  had  taught  Mr.  Henrj  that  in  opposing  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution,  he  had  mistaken  the  source  of 
public  danger ;  that  the  power  of  the  states  was  yet  too  great, 
in  times  of  discord  and  war,  for  the  power  of  the  Union. 
The  constitution,  moreover,  was  the  law  of  the  land,  and  as 
such,  he  had  sworn  to  obey  it.  He  had  seen  it  administered 
conscientiously,  and  for  the  good  of  the  whole ;  he  had,  since 
its  adoption,  never  leagued  himself  with  the  factions  which 
embarrassed  its  operations.  With  parties,  as  such,  he  had 
no  connection,  and  in  this  crisis  he  could  come  forward  with 
clean  hands  to  its  support. — AdnuTdairaUons  of  WashingUm 
and  Adams ;  Ticck&r^a  Life  of  Jeffenon. 

t  So  general  was  the  conviction  that  public  welfare  re- 
quired a  government  of  more  extensive  powers  than  those 
vested  in  the  general  government  by  the  articles  of  confed- 
eration, that  in  May,  1787,  a  convention  composed  of  dele- 
gates from  all  the  States  in  the  Union,  with  the  exception  of 
Ehode  Island,  assembled  at  Philadelphia,  to  take  the  subject 
under  consideration.  This  convention  continued  its  sessions 
with  closed  doors  until  the  seventeenth  of  the  following 
September,  when  the  Federal  Constitution  was  promulgated. 
The  convention  resolved,  "That  the  constitution  be  laid  be- 
fore the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  and  that  it  is 
the  opinion  of  this  convention  that  it  should  afterwards  be 
submitted  to  a  convention  of  delegates,  chosen  in  each  State 
by  the  people  thereof  for  their  assent  and  ratification ;  "  and 
in  conformity  with  this  recommendation.  Congress,  on  the 
twenty-eighth  of  the  same  mouth,  passed  a  resolution  di- 
recting that  the  constitution  should  be  submitted  to  conven- 
tions, to  be  assembled  in  the  several  States  of  the  Union. 
The  conventions  subsequently  assembled,  and  the  expediency 
of  adopting  the  constitution  was  ably  and  eloquently  dis- 
cussed. 

X  This  speech  was  delivered  in  the  Virginia  convention, 
on  the  fourth  of  June,  1788. 


the  present  delusive  appearance  of  things.  Be- 
fore the  meeting  of  the  late  Federal  convention 
at  Philadelphia,  a  general  peace,  and  an  univer- 
sal tranquillity  prevailed  in,  this  country,  and 
the  minds  of  our  citizens  were  at  perfect  re- 
pose; but  since  that  period,  they  are  exceed- 
ingly uneasy  and  disquieted.  When  I  wished 
for  an  appointment  to  this  convention,  my  mind 
was  extremely  agitated  for  the  situation  of  pub- 
lic affairs.  I  conceive  the  republic  to  be  in  ex- 
treme danger.  If  our  situation  be  thus  uneasy, 
whence  has  arisen  this  fearful  jeopardy  ?  It 
arises  from  this  fatal  system ;  it  arises  from  a 
proposal  to  change  our  government — a  propo- 
sal that  goes  to  the  utter  annihilation  of  the 
most  solemn  engagements  of  the  States — a  pro- 
posal of  establishing  nine  States  into  a  confede- 
racy, to  the  eventual  exclusion  of  four  States. 
It  goes  to  the  annihilation  of  those  solemn 
treaties  we  have  formed  with  foreign  nations. 
The  present  circumstances  of  France,  the  good 
offices  rendered  us  by  that  kingdom,  require 
our  most  faithful  and  most  punctual  adherence 
to  our  treaty  with  her.  We  are  in  alliance  with 
the  Spaniards,  the  Dutch,  the  Prussians :  those 
treaties  bound  us  as  thirteen  States,  confede- 
rated together.  Yet  here  is  a  proposal  to  sever 
that  confederacy.  Is  it  possible  that  we  shall 
abandon  all  our  treaties  and  national  engage- 
ments? And  for  what?  I  expected  to  have 
heard  the  reasons  of  an  event  so  unexpected  to 
my  mind,  and  many  others.  Was  our  civil 
polity,  or  public  justice,  endangered  or  sapped? 
Was  the  real  existence  of  the  country  threat- 
ened, or  was  this  preceded  by  a  mournful  pro- 
gression of  events?  This  proposal  of  altering 
our  federal  government  is  of  a  most  alai-ming 
natm-e :  make  the  best  of  this  new  government 
— say  it  is  composed  of  any  thing  but  inspira- 
tion— you  ought  to  be  extremely  cautious, 
watchful,  jealous  of  your  liberty;  for,  instead 
of  securing  your  rights,  you  may  lose  them  for 
ever.  If  a  wrong  step  be  now  made,  the  re- 
public may  be  lost  for  ever.  If  this  new  govern- 
ment will  not  come  up  to  the  expectation  of  the 
people,  and  they  should  be  disappointed,  their 
liberty  wUl  be  lost,  and  tyranny  must  and  will 
arise.  I  repeat  it  again,  and  I  beg  gentlemen 
to  consider,  that  a  wrong  step,  made  now,  wiE 
plunge  us  into  misery,  and  our  republic  will  be 
lost.  It  will  be  necessary  for  this  convention 
to  have  a  faithful  historical  detail  of  the  facts 
that  preceded  the  session  of  the  federal  conven- 


The  following  are  a  few  from  many  friendly  Testimonials : 


From  the  Rev.  Francis  L.  Hawks,  D.D.,  LL.D. 

New  York,  Dec.  2,  1857. 
Mt  dear  8m : 

I  remember  that  in  a  conversation  we  had 
not  long  since,  you  alluded  to  the  received  opinion, 
among  onr  distinguished  modern  statesmen,  that 
we  had  none  of  the  speeches  made  during  the 
Revolution,  or  during  the  early  period  of  our  legis- 
lative history.  You  thought  the  opinion  erroneous, 
and  so  did  I. 

I  have  been  looking  with  great  pleasujre  over 
your  late  work,  "  American  Eloquence,"  and  am 
glad  to  find  that  you  have  set  this  matter  right,  by 
publishing  some  of  the  speeches :  Samuel  Adams' 
oration  on  Independence,  (in  1777,  I  think,)  Dr. 
Witherspoon's  speeches,  some  five  or  six  in  num- 
ber; Dr.  Kamsa/s  and  Mr.  Drayton's,  of  South 
Carolina ;  and  several  others,  little  known  to  the 
public,  and  now  published  in  your  book,  show  that 
our  fathers  could  talk  weU,  Everybody  knows 
that  they  could  fight  well. 

I  am  greatly  pleased  with  your  labors,  and 
earnestly  hope  our  young  men  will  carefully  read 
your  book.  They  may  catch  from  it  a  spirit  of 
genuine  patriotism,  as  they  learn  what  their  un- 
selfish, brave  old  fathers  said  and  did  to  secure  the 
freedom  we  enjoy. 

Pray  go  on,  and  give  us  more  eloquence  illustra- 
tive of  the  early  days  of  the  Republic.    It  will  put 
the  right  feeling  in  the  hearts  of  our  young  men. 
Very  truly,  your  friend, 

FEAISrCIS  L.  HAWKS. 
Feank  Moore,  Esq. 

From  the  Hon.  George  Bancroft. 

New  York,  Dee.  7,  1857. 
Mt  dbak  Sir  : 

I  was  so  eager  to  see  your  work  on  American 
Eloquence,  that  I  became  the  owner  of  a  copy 


almost  on  the  very  day  of  its  publication.  And  I 
now  have  to  thank  you  for  the  beautiful  volumes 
which  you  have  been  so  good  as  to  send  me,  and 
which  I  shall  doubly  value  for  their  intrinsic  merit 
and  as  the  evidence  of  your  good  will.  They 
came  to  me  as  a  rich  gallery  of  mental  portraits ; 
and  I  think  you  have  done  well  in  selecting  so 
many  speeches  that  are  of  the  utmost  political  and 
historical  interest. 

Your  volumes  are  dangerous  companions,  for 
there  is  so  much  in  them  to  engage  the  mind,  that 
I  find  myself  hanging  over  their  pages  when  I 
ought  to  be  at  work. 

With  my  best  thanks, 
I  am  ever,  dear  sir, 
Very  truly  yonrs, 


Frank  Moore,  Esq. 


GEO.  BANCROFT. 


Prom  the  Rev.  E.  H.  Chapin^  D.D,  LLJ}. 

New  York,  Deo.  11,  1857. 
Mt  dear  Sir  : 

Permit  me  to  congratulate  you  upon  your 
success  in  your  new  and  very  valuable  work  upon 
"  American  Eloquence."  It  wiU  supply  a  place  in 
our  libraries  filled  by  no  other  book.  Every  stu- 
dent of  our  country's  annals,  and  every  lover  of 
true  oratory,  has  reason  to  thank  you  for  a  collee- 
tiou  so  copious  and  instructive — so  replete  with 
specimens  of  the  noblest  eloquence,  and  with  in 
teresting  facts  in  the  lives  of  men  who  have  made 
our  history. 

I  am,  my  dear  sir, 

Yours,  respectfully, 


Frank  Moore,  Esq. 


E.  H.  CHAPIN. 


D.  APPLETOISr  &  CO.  also  publish  the  foUowing  valuable  National  "Works, 

by  subscription,  viz : 
Benton's  Abridgment  of  the  Debates  in  Congress.     To  be  completed  in  15  vols.,  royal 

octavo.    Price,  $3  00  a  vol.,  cloth ;   $3  50  law  sheep ;  $4  00  h£  mor. ;  $4  60  k£  calf.     , 
The  New  American  Cyolopaedia.    Edited  by  Geo.  Riplet  and  Chas.  A.  Dana.     To  be  com- 
pleted in  15  volumes,  royal  octavo.     $3  00  per  volume,  in  cloth ;  $3  50  library  leather 
$4  00  half  morocco ;  $4  50  half  Russia  extra. 
Burton's  Oyclopsedia  of  Wit  and  Humor.    Now  complete  in  2  very  large  vols.    Illustrated 
with  more  than  500  outs  expressly  designed  to  illustrate  the  text,  also  24  portraits  of  distin- 
guished humorists.    Price,  in  cloth,  $7  ;  library  leather,  $8. 
Benton's  Thirty  Years'  View.    Complete  in  2  vols.,  octavo.    Price,  per  vol,  $2  50,   cloth; 
$3  00  library,  leather.     Either  vol.  sold  separate. 

TERITES.    Casb  on  delivery  of  the  vols,  as  Issued. 
'  No  books  sent  on  commission.     Catalogues  of  our  publications  furnished  gratis,  on  application. 


